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The Firft Book of the CHRONICLES. 


° . 

HIS, aldthe-foll@wing Bods 
g were reckoned. by the Jer 
as one book, as appears by 
EQS the Ma/oretic note at the end 


“We is affirmed by Origen * and 
aes Jerom*’s and they were by 

m= the ancients ‘called Chronicles, 

: as they are by us; but ‘they 
are different from the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of J/rael and Fudab, fo often mentioned in 
the preceding books, feeing feveral things there 
referred to, as in them, are not to be found here; 
though no doubt many things here recorded were 
taken from thence under a divine direction. In 
the Greek verfion, and fo in the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion after that, they are called Paralipomena, that 
is, things pafied over or omitted, becaufe they 
contain feveral anecdotes, which are not to be found 
in the books of Samuel and’Kings. The Hebrew 
title of them is, Dibre hayamim, words of days, 
day-books or diaries, and what the Greeks call 
Epbemerides ; though as yamim tometimes fignifies 
years, they may be named annals; and fo the Ara- 
bic infcription is, ‘* the books of annals ;” and be- 
caufe they chiefly refpect the kings of Judab, the 
Syriac in{cription is, ‘* the book of the things that 
were done in the times of the kings of Fudab,”’ 
The Targum is, “ the book of genealogies, the 
words of days, which were from the days of the 
world ;” becaufe the firft 10 chapters confilt of 
genealogies beginning from Adam. The infpired 
penman of thefe books muft live after the return 
of the Jews from the Babylonifh captivity, fince he 
carries down the genealogy of the kings and princes 
of Fudah beyond that time, 1 Chroz. iii. 17-19, 
fee ch. ix. x. It is generally thought by the Jews 
and Chriftians, that Ezra was the writer of them, 
with which agrees the age in which he lived; and 
as it may feem from the laft of thefe books, ending 
with the fame words, with which that under his name 
begins: fo the Talmudifis* fay, that Ezra wrote 


p- 184.. di 


Vou. Il. N°. I. 


» Apud Eufeb. Eccl. Hift. 1. 4. c. 26. 


jcles’ unto his own, or unto Velo, and 


of the fecond: book, and a:| 


f Vid. Buxtorf. de Punét. Antiq. par. 1. p. 182. 


his own book, and the genealogy of the chroni- 
1 be had bre- 
thren, 2 Chron. xxi. 2. and Farchi affirms, that he 
wrote them by the hand, or means of Haggai, Ze- 
chariab and Malachi, in{pired prophets; though 
fome Fewifh writers * fuppofe they were written, 
partly by him, and partly by Nebemiab ; that all 
to 2 Chron. xxi. 2. were written by Ezra, and the 
ref{t by Nebemiah. Kimchi thinks, that, £zra was 
not the firft author and writer of thefe books, but 
that the books of chronicles¥and.annals of the 


kings of Judah, and of the kings of J/rael, were 


feparately written before him ; but that he only re- 
vifed them, and with the men of the great fynagogue 
added the genealogies, and put them into the canon 
of the fcriptures*. Spinefa * fancies, they were writ- 
ten after Zudas Maccabeus had reftored the temple, 
fince the hiftorian tells what families dwelt in Ze- 
rufalem in the times of Ezra, 1 Chron.ix. and {peaks 
of the porters, ¥.17. two of which are mention- 
ed, Ned. xi. 19. as if Ezra could not d rie the 
families that lived when he did, or name_the por- 
ters of the»temple, fince it was finifhed and dedi- 
cated in his time, Ezra vi. 15. but however there, 
is no doubt to be made of the authenticity of thefe 
books; fince not only they have always been ac- 
knowledged by the Hews as.a part of the canonical 


|{cripture, and by ancient chriltians, as appears by 


the catalogues of Melito* and Origen’, but there 
are plain references to them in the New Teftament. 
The genealogy of Chrift, by the evangelifts,. is 
formed out of them ; the doxology in Rev. v. 12. 
as fome have obferved, comes very near to what 
is ufed by David, 1 Chron. xxix. 11. and the paf- 
fages in Adis vii. 48. and xvil. 24. contain the 
fenfe of what is expreffed in 2 Chron. il. 5, 6. and 
vi. 18. The ufe and defign of thefe books are 
chiefly to give a larger account of the kingdom 
of Fudab, efpecially after the divifion of it from 
the ten tribes, and of the kings thereof, than what 
is given in the preceding books, as in the aft of thefe 
books ; and particularly they afcertain the genea~ 


: logy 

pud Eufeb. Eccl. Hitt. 1. 6. c. 25. *- 6 Ad Domnionem, tom. 3, fol. 7. C. ¢ Hieron. Prarfat. 

Reg tom. 3. fol. 6. B. 4 T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 15. 1. ae ¢ Shalfhalet Hakabala, Abarbinel in 
ol. 


8 Traét. Theolog. Politic. ¢. 1% 
1 Apud Ib. 1.6. ¢. 25. 


B 


eh 


’ A : : % 
logy of Chrift, that it might be cl 
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what tribe and family the Meffiah 


‘CHRONICLES. Chit1—4gu 


ear and plain of | 4ylon. The firft of thefe books reaches, oh 
came, that he}ing to Hottinger*, to A.M. 2985, and the latter 


defcended from the tribe of Fudah, and from the]is a hiftory of 472 years. According to _ : 
kings of the houfe of David, as in this firft book. | U/her *, the ; i contains a courfe of 2990 years, 
: ee ay A 


They both contain anh ory from Adam, to the} and the lat of. 478- atin ee 
deliverance of the ews from their capuivity, in Ba-} = = seth ae * oA akg taps 
ey we . Nes ae. . metre ay Ay matics t 4S He 
ek ee% si ee. OL - 
nz 7% CH A PP T. S Socaty hes Sy 7 
’ Ve) =} ac’ 


eth 
T 


fterity, ¥. 28—34. and of-the fons of E/au, y. 


35—42. and of the kings and dukes that reigned|of J/aac ; his pofterity are named in this and the v2 


in Edom, ¥. 43—54- 


¥. 1,2, 3, 4. Adam, Seth, &c,] Thefe firft fourjname of a man, but was the concubi 


HIS chapter gives us the genealogy of the; his firft-born, and his 
.patriarchs from Adam to Noah, ¥. 1—4. of turah +. and 
the fons of Noah, and their pofterity to Abrabam,|is given irom Rents gabihs end of ¥. 44. entire 
¥. 5—27. of the fons of Abrabam, and their po-jagreeing with that in Gen. xXV. a 


potterity 3 of his for 
Jfeae and his fons, ai 


¥. 35. The fons of Efau, &c.] The firft-born 
two following verfes, as in Gen. xxxvi. only it~ 
fhould be obferved, that Timua, y. 36. is not the 


of Eli-. 


verfes exaétly agree with the aecount of the 4ute-|phaz, the eldeft fon of Ejaw, and the “mother | 
diluvian patriarchs in Gen. v. the firft letter in}of dmalek, Gen. xxxvi. 12. and fo in the Arabic” 
Adam is larger than ufual, as a memorial, as Bux-|verfion it is, read, ‘* and Zimna, which was the — 


hiftory 
¥-\5y 


cs author had undertaken to write. — 


e fons of Fapbet, Gomer, 8c. J Here} 


_torf™ obferves, of the firft and only man, from|concubine of Eiiphaz, the fon of Efau, bare him 
whence mankind had their beginning, and whofe Amalek af? 


and fo the Alexandrian copy of the Sep- 


tuagint 


¥. 38. And the fons of Seir, 8ec.] 


This man and 
begins the genealogy of the fons of Noah after|his pofterity were not of the race SB ad, bat are 
the flood. of the fons of Fapbet the elder, in this|mentioned becaufe they were a-family into which — 
and the two following verfes; next of the fons of|#/au, and a fon of his, married, and wh fe poflef- 
Ham the younger brother, ¥. 8—16. then of Shem, fions he and his obtained. The account from hence, 
whofe pofterity are mentioned laft, becaufe from|to the end of y. 42. tis the fame with Gem xxxvi, 


him, in the line of Heder, fprang Abraham, the}20—28. with fome little variation of n 


anceftor of the Fewi/h nation, of whom the Mef- 


es. 7. 
y. 43. Now thefe are the kings that reigned in the 


fiah was to come, for whofe fake this genealogy is|/and of Edom, &c.| “Which had its name from 
given, ¥. 1727-8 The whole is the fame with| £/aw, who was fo called, Gen. xxv. 30. From 


the account in Gem. x. and>xi. 


 . 28. The fons of Abraham, &c.] The famous} given of the kings and dukes of Adem, in the 
and well-known anceftor of the Yews; of [/bmael|order as in Gen. xxx. 31—43. 


‘CHA P. 


Tfrael or Facob, y. 1, 2. then reckons the 
fons of Fudah, the fourth fon of Facob, ¥. 3, 4. 
then the pofterity of Pharez and Zerab, fons of 
Judah, ¥. 5—8. next the fons of Hezron, a fon 
of Pharez, y. 9. particularly the pofterity of Rem, 


‘a fon of Hezron, from whom fprung Fefé and his 


hence, to the end of the chapter, an account is 
fame 
nae: 


* 


7 , "ia 


II. re 


7 ‘lle 7. 
FiIS chapter begins with the twelve fons of{ y.3. The fons of Fudab, &c.] The genealogy 


begins with him, though the fourth fon of Facob ; 
becaufe, as Kimchi fays, this book treats chiefly of 
the kings of Fadab; but rather not only becanfe% a 
and David fprang from him, but alfo the kin 
Méffiah :. Er, and Onan, and Shelah, which three 
‘were born unto bim of the eughier of Shua the Ca- 


family, y.10—17. then of Caled, another fon of| naanite/s ; fee Gen. xxxviii. 2, 12. and Er, the firfi- 


Hezron, ¥.18—24. and next of Ferahmeel, the firft- 
born of Hezron, y.25—33. and particularly the 
potterity of She/han, a defcendant of his, ¥.34—a1. 
and then other fons of Ca/ed, with their pofterity, are 
reckoned, ¥. 42—54. and the chapter is clofed with 
the families of the Scribes in Zabe/b,, the fame with 
the Kenites, ¥. 5 5.8 


_y. 1,2. Thefe are the fons of Ifrael, &c.) Or 
Facob, the other fon of I/aae, who had the name 
of J/rael given him, becaufe of his power with 
God, Gen. xxxil. 28. whofe twelve fons are here 
mentioned by name; the firft four according to 
their birth of Leah, Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Fu- 
dab; then the two fons of Zilpab, Leah's. hand- 
maid, [achar and Zebulun ; and between Dan and 
Napbtali, the fons of Bilbah, Rachel’s handmaid, 
are placed Fo/eph and Benjamin, the fons of Ra- 
chel. ; 


« Thefaur. Philolog. 1. 2. c. 1. p. 514, 515+ 
Olam Rabba, ¢. 20, p. 52. Ripe fi 


+ Annal. Vet. Teft. pas6. 
bs 


* 


born of Fudab, was evil in the fight of the Lord; 
becaufe he did that which was evil: and be flew 
him; he died by the immediate hand of God, a 
fo his brother Ozan, being wicked alfo, Gen. xxxviii. 
7 10. aD) Lae : ene, 
t ¥. 4. And Tamar bis daughter-in-law bare him 
Pharez and Zerab, &c.] Through inceft ; they 
were twins, Gen. Xxxviil. 27—30. all the fo 
Judab were five; who are before «mentior 

name. 9." . aie 


¥. 5. The fous of Pharez, con Or 


- » 


. 


above twins, born to Judah: Hezron, mal % 

fee Gen.xlvi. 12. Lier ons 
¥. 6, And the fons of Zerab, ——, 

twin of Judah: Zimri, and Ethan, Some 


Calcol, and Dara: five of them in al, 
them governors, and adds, on ‘ 
prophecy dwelt; and in the Fewib ch 
are faid'to prophefy in Egypt; a 

™ Tiberias, C34. in 


oe, 


7 


“ 


was Yetber the Ihmaelite; he is called an /raelite, 


- - 


> 


~ 
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fuppofed to be the fame with thofe in 1 Kings iv. 31. 
fee the note there. ‘ 
_ ¥. 7. And the fons of Carmi, &c.) The Targum 
adds, this is Zimri; but in Fo. vii. r. Carmi is 
faid to be the fon of Zeédi, who feems to be the 
fame with Zimri, and fome fupply the word here, 
and read °, the fons of Zimri, Carmi, Achar, who 
was the grandfon of Zimri; his proper name .was 
Achan, Fofb. vii. t. but called Achar here by way 
of reproach, as archi and others obferve ; being, 
as it follows, the treubler of Ifrael, as Achat figni- 
fies : who tranfgreffed in the thing accurfed , devoted 
to the Londeiyge ine it away for his own ufe, fee 
Fofe. vi. t7» and vii. 2t. hence the valley in'which 
he was put to death, was called Achor, ¥. 26. . 

“¥. 8. And ihe fons of Ethan; Azariab.|. In- 
dluding his pofterity, fee Gen. xlvi. 23. and y¥. 31. 
the pofterity of the other three fons of Zerab are 
not mentioned, either becaufe the writer could not 
find the genealogy of them, as Kimchi; or rather, 
as he thinks, he cuts fhort the genealogy of Zerab, 
becaufe the kingdom did not proceed from him, 
and returns to the genealogy of Hezron, from 
whence it did, or perhaps they had no children. 

¥.9. The fons alfo of Hezron, that were born 
unto bim, &c.] The Targum adds, in Timnath ; 
but moft likely in Bgypt: Ferabmeel, and Ram, 
and Chelubai ; ‘afterwards called Caleb. aia 
Rem is the fame with Aram, Matt. i. 3, 4. the 
genealogy is carried down from him to 7ef in the 
fame order as there, and in Ruth iv. 19 —22. only 
here Nahjbon the fon of Amminadad is called the 
prince of tbe children of Judah; which Kimchi and 
Farchi fay is written for the honour of David, who 
defeended from him; and Salmon his‘ fon is here 
called Salma. i 

¥. 13, 14,15. And Feffe begat his frft-born Eliab, 
and Abinadab the fecond, and Shitnma the third, Na~ 
thaneel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, QOzem the fixth, 
David the feventh.| But Feffe had eight fons, 
1 Sam. xvi. 10, 11. and xvii. 12. one of them 
therefore is not reckonégy cither becaufe he was by 
another woman, and the writer only mentions 
thofe that. were of the fame mother with David; 
this is \the opinion of 4ven Ezra and Kimchi; fome 
fay he was, dead before David came to the king- 
dom ; Kimchi mentions a Midrafb, or expofition of 
theirs, according to which his name was Elihu, 
and was younger than David, who is thentioned in 
ch. xxvil. 18. and archi oblerves, that the writer, 
having found the pearl, (David) reckons not the 
8th fon Abu, though the Syriac and Arabic ver- 
fions have inferted bim in this order, Eijhu the 7th, 
David the 8th; fome take the 8th to be a grandfon 
of Feffe, Jonathan the fon of Shimea, 2 Sam. xxi. 
21. the third fon of Feffe, here called Shimma, as 
heis Shammab, 1 Sam. xvi. g. and xvii. 13. 

¥. 16. Woofe fiers were Zeruiah and Abigail, 
&c.] That is, filiers of David: and the fons of 
Zeruiah ; Abifhai, and Foab, and Afabel, three, all 
valiant men, and captains in David's army; their 
father’s name is no where mentioned. . 

y¥. 17. And Abigail bare Amafa,.8&c.| Who 
was Av/alom’s general, afterwards reconciled to 
David, and defigned to be made general of his 
army, but was flain by Jaad, fee 2 Sam. xvii. 25, 
and xix. 13. and xx. 10. and the father of Amafa 


2 Sam. xvii. 25. and fo in the Targum here, he 
being either a profelyte; or elfé he was an J/raclite 
en i 2 | ; 
© So Junius & Tremellius, & Pifcator. 

> 


P Onomattic. Sacr. p. 5€8. 


by birth, but called an Jbmaelite, because he had 
dwelt among the Jmaelites fome time, as Oded: 
Edom is called. the Gitte for the like reafon; fo 
JFarchi and Kimchi interpret it. 
x. ca And Caleb the fon of Hezron, &c.\ The 
fame that is called Chelubai, . but notthe fame 
with Caleb the fon of Fepbunneb,. made mention of 
in the books of Numbers, Fofbua, and Judges: he» 
begat children of Azubab his wife, and of Ferioth 
who were both his wives; or it may be rather, 
fince Azubab is fo particularly called his wife, Fe- 


rioth might be a concubine: or of Azubab he be- 
gat Ferioth 5 fo the Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and-Ara- 
bic verfions; though it feems beft with Hillerus * 
to interpret thefe names of the fame perfon, and 
render the Jaft claufe, that is, of Ferioth, of her . 
whofe name alfo was Ferioth, dzubah having two 
names; and the rather, fince only the children of 
one are mentioned, as follows: ber fons are thefe; 
Jefeer, and Shagab, and Ardon of whom we read 


no where elfe; the Targum fays, Azubah was fo 


called, becauie fhe was barren and defpifed, which 
this claufe contradicts. 


¥. 19. And when Azubab was dead, Caleb took 


unto bim Epbrathy &c.\| The Targum is, ** Mi- 
riam, who was called Epbrath; but, according to 
Fofephus %, it was his fon Hur that was the hufband. 


of Miriam the filter of Mofes: which bare him Hur; 
y¥. 10, tr, 12° And Ram begat Amminadab, &ce.)} 


fee the note on Exod, xvii. 10. 

¥. 20. And Hur begat Uri, and Uri begat Bexa-. 
leel.| Who yet is not thought to be the fame Bexa- 
leel we read of in Exod. xxxi, 2. though the fathers } 
and grandfathers of both have the fame names, 
and were of the fame’tribe.. © 

W.21. And afterward Hezron went into the daugh- 
ter of Machir, the father of Gilead, &c.| Which 
Machir was the fon of Manaffeb, and Gilead was 
his grandfon, Numb. xxvii. 29. the Targum is, 
‘« but he enticed a virgin, the daughter of Machir ;’? 
which fuggefts, that he committed fornication with 
her, though he afterwards married her; her name 
is not mentioned ; to me it feems to be Abiah, ¥. 
24. and whom the Zargum there calls the daughter 
of Machir: whom he married when he was 60 years 
old ; the Targum is 66 ; this feems to be his laft 
wife: and fhe bare him Segué ; the fame name with 


the youngeft fon of Hie/, who rebuilt Jericho, 


1 Kings xvi. 34. ? 
y. 22. And Segub begat Fair, who bad 23 cities 


in the land of Gilead.) Which, according to Kim-' 
‘chi, he inherited in right of bis wife, which, he 


fays, he took out of the land of Gilead; but they 
feem to be rather what he took by force of arms 
from ‘the former inhabitants ; fee Numb. xxxii. 41. 
¥. 23. And he took Gefhur, and Aram, with the 
towns of Fair, from them, &c.] Cities or countries 
which the Gefhurites and Arameans, or Syrians, be~_ 
fore inhabited ; and which he took from them, to- 
gether with other towns, which, being taken by 
him, were called after his name; the Targum is, 
the Gefburites and Arameans took the villages of 
Fair from them; that is, from the fons of Jair in 
after-times ; fee Yof>. xii. 5. and xiii, 13. with Ke- 
nath and the towns thereof, which Fair took by 
Nobab his general, and called it after his name, 
Numb. xxxii. 42. even 60 cities; fee Deut. iii. 
4—14. Jofb. xiii. 30. all thefe belonged to the fons ¢ 
of Machir, the father of Gilead , being given him 
by Mofes, Numb. xxxii. 49. Deut. iii. 15. 
¥. 24. And after that Hezron was dead in Caleb- 
epbratah, &c.) Suppofed to be the fame with, 
~— Bethlebem ; 


3 Antiqu, 1,3. ¢ 2. 
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Bethlebems and was fo called, both from Caled the 
fon of Hezron, and Epbrath his wife, ¥. 19. then 
Abiah Hezron’s wife bare him Afour the father of 
Tekoa; being left with child by him at his death 5 
the whole verfe is paraphrafed thus in the Targum, 
& and after Hezron died in the houfe of Caleb his 
fon in Epbrath, the wife of Hezron the daughter of 
‘Machir was left with child, and fhe bare to him 
after his death Afbur the prince of the Tekoites ;” 
whofe fon gave name very probably to the city of 
Tekoa, 2 Sam. Xiv. 2. 

‘ . 25. And the Sons of Ferabmeel the firft-born of 
Hezron were, Ram the firft-born, 8c.) So called 
by his father after the name of his brother, fee ¥. 9. 
and Bunab, and Oren, and Ozem, and Abyah; or 
of Abijab, as fome “render it, this being the name 
of his wife, who bare him the fons betore-named, 
fince mention is made of another wife im the next 
verfe. . 

¥. 26. Ferabmeel had alfo another wife, whofe 
name was Atarah, &c.] Dittind from his wife 
‘before-named ; or another woman, which is a phrafe 
for an harlot or concubine, Fudg. xi. 2. which fhe 
might be, as Kimchi obferves ; though the former 
feems beft: jhe was the mother of Onam, and per- 
haps was the only fon fhe bore to Yerahmeel, of 
whofe fons, fee ¥. 28. , 

y.29. And the fons of Ram the firft-born of Fe- 
vabmeel, &c.] By his firft wife: were Maaz, an 
Yamin, and Ekar; of whom no other notice is 
taken; perhaps they left no children. 

y¥. 28. Aud the fons of Onam, &c.] The fon of 
Ferahmeel by his other wife: were Shammat and 
ada. And the fons of Shammai, Nadab, and Abi- 
four ; whofe pofterity are mentioned in the two fol- 
lowing veries. 

¥.29. And the name of the wife of Abifbur was 
Abibail, &c.] Of the fame name was a wife of 
Rehoboam, a daughter of his grandfather Davia’s 
eldeft brother, Eliad, 2 Chron. xi. 18. and fhe bare 
him Abban, and Molid; which are no more men- 
tioned, they perhaps leaving no pofterity. 

¥. 30. And the fons of Nadab, &c.|} The el- 
deft fon of Shammai, y. 28. Seled and Appaim: but 
Seled died without, children, and therefore we hear 
no more of him. 

y¥.31. And the fons of Appaim, Ii. And the 
fons of Ii, Shefban, &e.| Though they had each 
of them but one fon, yet the plural:number is ufed, 
their pofterity being included, as in y. 8. and fo 
in the next claufe: and the children of Shefban, 
Ablai ; who, from ¥. 34, 35. appears to be a 
daughter. 

¥. 32. And the fons of Fada the brother of Sham- 
mai, &c.) See y. 28. Fether and Fonathan: and 

Tether died without children, the pofterity of Fona- 
than are given in the next verfe. 

¥.33. And the fons of Fonathan;, Peleth, and 

Zaza, &c.)] Of whom no mention is made elfe- 
where: thefe were the fons of Ferabmeel not only 
his immediate fons, but their pofterity, called from 
him Ferabmeelites, 1 Sam. Xxvii. 10. 

¥. 34. Now Shefban had no fons, but daughters, 

&c.} And but one of that fort, whofe name was 
Ablai, ¥. 3%. the plural being put here forthe fin- 
gular; or, if that is the name of a fon, as fome 
think, he died in his father’s life-time, and left no 
iffue ; fo that there only remained daughters, and 
it feems but one by the next verfe: and Shefban 
had a fervant, an Egyptian, whofe name was Farha ; 
one born in his houtfe, and brought up by him, 


* Junias, Tremellinus, Pifcator, Michaelis. 


’ 
t 


and a profelyee, fuch an one as Eliezer in Abra- 
ham’s tamily. ¥ ah 


y. 35. And Shefoan gave bis daughter to Farba 


4 


his fervant to wife, &c.| Having firft given him ° 


his freedom, as the Zargum premifes ; this daugh- 
‘ter feems to be Ab/ai, ¥. 31. which receives confir- 


mation from Zabad; one of the defcendants of this 
man, y. 36. being faid to be the fon of Ablai, 


ch. xi. 41.°that is, great-grandfon: «and fhe bare 


him Attai; the genealogy of whofe defcendants is 
given to the end of y¥. 41. of whom no mention is 
made elfewhere, but of Zabad, as before-obferved ; 
and, according to the Yews, it is given for the 
fake of Imael, the fon of Nethaniah the fon of 
Elifoamab, the aft perfon mentioned in this genea- 


logy ; which J/bmael flew Gedaliah governor of Fe- 
rufalem, and is faid to be of the teed royal, Fer. 
{xli. 1. 


¥. 42. Now the fons of Caleb the brother of Fes 
rabmeel, &c.] Called Chelubai, ¥. g. and is the 
fame Caleb fpoken of in ¥. 18. and his fons next 
reckoned were by a third wife, dzubab, Ephrath 
being dead, y¥. 19. and thefe fons were Me/ba bis 


Jirft-corn, which was the father of Ziph; who gave 


name to the city of Zip; there were two of this 
name in the tribe of Fudah, Fofb. xv. 24. 55. or 
this is the title of Me/ba governour of the city of 
Zipb , fo the Targum calls him, prince of the Zi- 


d\phites: and the, ons of Marefha the father of Hebron ; 


according to Kimchi and Ben Melech, the words are 
to be fupplied thus, and the fons of Ziph were Ma- 
refba the father of Hebron, which, though fome- 
times the name of a city in the tribe of Fuda/, is here 
the name of aman, from whom, perhaps, the city 
had its name, fince Hebron is faid to have fons in the 
next verfe ; Farchi makes Me/ha to be the prince of 
Ziph, and prince of the children of Marefha, and 
prince of Hebroz. 

¥. 43. And the fons of Hebron, Korab, and Tap- 


puah, and Rekem, and Shema.\ One of thete, 


Tappuah, is the name of acity in the tribe of Fudah, 
Fofo. xv. 34. and there is allo Beth-Tappuah in the 
fame tribe, ¥, 53. which one, or both, might have 
their name from this man; and Shema alfo, ¥. 26. 

¥. 44. And Shema begat Rabam, the father of 
Forkoam, &c.)- Which Hillerus* takes to be the 
name of a city in the tribe of Fudah, and Farchi’s 
note jis, that wherever the word father is here ufed, © 
it is to be underftood of the prince of a city. 
that follows: and Rekem begat Shammai, there is a: 
defcendant of Ferabmeel, the brother of Caleb, of 
this name, ¥. 28. 

¥. 45. Aud the fon of Shammai was Maon, &c.} 
Who gave name toa city in the tribe of Fudab, 
Fofo. xv. 55. fee 1 Sam. xxiii. 24, 25. and xxv. 2. 
and Maon was the father of Beth zur; prince of a 
very {trong fortified city of this name in the fame 
tribe, Foo. xv. 58. unleis this was a fon of Maon’s, 
from whom the city had its name. 

y¥. 46. And Epbah Caleb’s concubine bare Haran, 
and Moza, and Gazez, &c.| An half-wife, or fe- 
condary wife; for though this man feems not to 
have had more wives than one at atime, yet he 
had concubines with them; we read of another 
after this, if nota third: and Haran begat Gazex ; 
whom he fo named after his brother. . 
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¥. 47. And the fons of Jabdai, &c.)] Whois 
not mentioned by this name before; perhaps the . 


fame with Moza, who might have two names ; 
though, according to Hillerus‘*, he was the fon of 
Moza; fome take it to be the name of another of 

a Caleb's: 


‘Ib. p. 841. 


° Onomatt. Sacer. p. 329. 
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Caleb’s concubines, by whom he had the fix fol-| 


lowing fons: Regem, and Fotham, and Gefban, 
Péelet, and Ephab, and Shaaphs one of thefe, 
perhaps, gave namie to Beth- 
Judah, Foo. xv. 27. | 
¥. 48. Maachah Caleb’s concubine, &c.| Ano- 
ther concubine of his : dare Sheber, and Tirhanab , 
or of whom Caleb begot thofe two ; for the ver 
mafculine ; fo Kimchi. . é 
¥. 49. She bare alfo Shaaph the father of Mad- 
mannab, &c.| Frince of a place fo called, in the 
tribe of Fudah, Fofh. xv. 31. Sheva the father of 
Machbenab, and the father of Gibeah; prince of two 
cities of thofe names in the fame tribe ; of the lat- 
ter fee Fob. xv. 57. and the daughter of Caléb Was 
Achfa , Caleb, the fon of Fephunneb, had a daughter 
of this name, but neither he nor fhe are here meant, 
Folb. xv. 16, 17. but by whom Caleb, the fon of 
Hezron, had this daughter is not faid ; perhaps by 
Maachab his concubine laft-mentioned. ; 
¥. 50. Thefe were the fons of Caleb the fon of Hur, 
the firft-born of Ephratab, &c.] This is another 
Caleb, the grandion of Caleb the fon of Hezron, 
called after his name; he was the fon of Hur, the 
firft-born of his wife Ephratab, y. 19. Shobal the 
father of Kirjath-jearim , of the inhabitants of that 
‘place 5 they fprung from him ; or, as the Targum, 
he was prince of Kirjath-jearim, a city in the tribe 
of Fudah, Fofh.*xv. 60. 
¥. 51. Salma the father of Beth-lebem, &c.] Or 
prince of Beth-lebem, as the Targum; not the fame 
as in ¥. 11. he was the fon of Nahbjban, this of the 
younger Caleb: Hareph, the father of Beth-gader ; 
prince of a place of that name called Gador, ch. iv. 
4. and where this man’s name is Penuel, Gader 
was inthe tribe of Fudah, Fofb. xv. «8. 
¥. 52. And Shobal, the father of Kirjath-jearim, 
had fons, &c.}] Which fhows that Kirjath-jearim 
is not the name of a man, or of any of Shobal’s 
fons, who are next mentioned, but of a place of 
which he was prince: the firft. is Haroeh, who is 
called Reagjab, ch. iv. 2. aword of the fame figni- 
fication: and half of the Manabethites ; which Kim- 
chi takes to be the proper name of a man called 
Chatzi-hamanabeth, another fon of Shodal’s; but 
Jarchi interprets it of the name of a place or pro- 
vince called Manabeth, ch. viii. 6. over half of 
~which Harceb was governor. 
¥. 53. And the families of Kirjath-jearim, &c.] 
That dwelt there, of which Shobal was prince, and 
who fprung from him, are as follow: the Ithrite, 


and 
Pelet 
elet in the tribe of 


1s 
a 


and the Pubite, and the Shumatbite, and the Mi-~ 


foraite; who had their names from Fether, Putha 
Shumath, and Mifbra, defcendants of Shobai : 


> 


of 


C.H AMP; 


divas chapter gives an account of the fons of 

David, born to him both in Hebron and in Feru- 
Salem, ¥. t—g. and of his fucceffors in the kingdom 
to the Babylonifh captivity, F 10—16. and of his 
family to the coming of the Meffiah, y. 17—24. 


¥. 1, 2, 3, 4. Now thefe were the fons of David, 
&c.] The fix following born in Heiron, who are 
reckoned in the fame order as in 2 Sam. iii. 2—s. 
only here the fecond fon is called Daniel, who there 
~ poes by the name of Chileab ; he had two names, 
the reafon of which fee there; and here David's 
wife, Eglah, is faid in the Targum to be Michal 
— Saul’s daughter, fee the note on 2 Sam. iii G. to 
Vor. IIR. N° 4. 3 
. 


«4 
~ 


\ 
“ 


~ . 
them came the Zareathite, 


with Beth-lebem, Neb. vii. 26. thefe 


§ 


and the Efbtanlite; that 
is, from the Myhraites fprung the inhabitants of 
Zareath and Efptaul, places in the tribe of Fudab, 
Fofo, ¥V. 33.0 A Bart sys 
Ye gan Lhe fons of Salma, &c.] Another (A of 
he younger Caled, \¥, 50, 5%, whofe fons were 
Beth-lehem, the inhabitants of the place, at leaft 
many of theth, of which he was prince, Wi 51. 
aud the Netopbatbite; the inhabitants of Netophab, 
a place in the tribe of Fudeb, mentioned along 
fprung from 
Salma: staroth, the houfe of Joab Mar oft feems 
to be the name of a place in the ttibe of Judah, 
where the family of oad lived, the inhabitants of 
which were the defcendants of Selma: and balf of 
the Manabhethites ; the other half of the inhabitants 
of Manaheth, feey.52. thé Zorites part alfo of 
them, called Zareathites, y. 5h a 

¥.55. And the families of the ferites which dwelt 
at Fabez, &c.] A city in Yudab, the founder of 
which perhaps was Fabez, mentioned in ch. iv. 9: 
in which learnéd men dwelt : the Tirathites, thé 
Shimeathites, and Suchathites ; who fprung from 
men whofe nathes were Tire, Shimea, and Sucha ; 
and if they were not the polterity of Salma, yet» 
dwelt among his, and fo are reckoned with them 5 
perhaps the latter might have their name from 
dwelling in tents; the former claufe may be ren- 
dered, that dwelt with Jabez, who was thei rmaf= 
ter, and they his {cholars ; in the Vulgate Latin 
verfion the words are rendered as appellatives, 
inging and refounding, and dwelling in tents: Conrad 
Pellican, on the place, goes a middle way; and in- 
terprets thefe families as dwelling with Jabez their 
mafter, and they his fcholars, and that they were 
called -by their progenitors Tirathites, becaufe 
learned and ingenious, and precentors of the di- 
vine oracles ; Shiméathites, becaufe they diligently 
hearkened to the facred fongs, and the doétrines of 
the law of God; and Swcbathites, becaule they 
dwelt not in cities, but in tents, defpifers of all 
worldly things, that they might frecly' attend to 
learn: ¢hefe are the Kenites; that is, the Sucha- 
thites are the Kenites, who, it is well known, dwelt ° 
in tents, and not in cities; though archi takes 
thefe Kenites to be the inhabitants of Cain, a city»- 
in the tribe of Fudab, Fofb. xv. 57. but they, feem 
rather to be the Kenifes that {prung from Fethro, 
here made mention of, becaufe fome of them dwelé 
in the tribe of ‘fudab, and among the pofterity of 
Salma, fee Fudg.i. 16. that came of Hemath, thé 
father of the houfe of Rechab; the prince of that fa- 


mily, and who from Rechab were called Rechabites, 
Ji. BERV 2: 


Il. 


which is added an, account of his reign both in 
Hebron and Ferufalem, agreeable to 2 Sam. v. &. 

¥. 5, 6, 7, 8. And thefe were born unto bim in 
Jerufalem, &c.} Whofe names follow, in all g; 
there are but 7 mentioned in 2 Sam. v. 14, 15, 16. 


ithe reafon of which fee in the notes there; it may 


be oblerved’ that Bath/beba is here called Beth/bua, 
and her father Ammiel, whofe name is Eliain in 
2 Sam. Xi..3. names of much the fame fignification. 
¥. 9. Thefe were all the fons of David, &c.} 
By his wives : defide the Jons of the concudines ; who 
are not reckoned, and how many they were is not 
known ; he had ten concubines at Jeaft, 2 Sam. xv. 
10. and xx, iii. 4nd Tamer their fier; not the 
ce # fitter 

> 

. 
r) se 


-~ 


whom fee 2 Sam. xiii. ° 
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fifter of the fons of the concubines, but of his other ) Zofama, and Nedabiab , . i fays, 

nid ea ay of aelo . f\the fons of Sl, be 
k 


fons, and only of Abjalom by the mother’s fide, ° 


~ ¥) 10—14. Aad Solomon's fon was R 
&c.] From hence to the end of the 14t verte, 


‘David's {ucceffors aré reckoned, according to the jamd Shimei, &e.) Here ari difficy 
order of their reign, unto Fofab and his fons: So- élfewhere Zerubbabel is faid to be the fon o 


demon, Reboboam, Abia, Afa, Febofoaphat, Joram, | tial 
thi eth 
fo Grotin, 


y. 15. And the fons of Fofiah were, the firfi-born difficulty may be removed, by obferving th 
Yohanan, &c.] -Of whom we no where elfesread ; |daiab was a fon of Salathiel, as Kimchi this 


Abaziah, Foafh, Amaziah, Azariab, Fotham, Abaz; 
Hezekiah, Menafeh, Amon, Fofiab, in all 16. 


he probably died before his father Fofiab : the Jeep 
ebtiakim ; whofe name was Eliakim, changed for 
the former by’ the king of Egypt, when he depofed 
his younger brother, and fet him on the throne, 
2 Kings xxiii. 24.. the third Zedekiab , whofe name‘ 
was Mattaniah, but changed by the king of Baby- 
lon, when he placed him on the throne in the room 
of his brother’s fon, 2 Kings xxiv. 17. the fourth 
Shallum ; the fame with Fehoabaz, who was firlt 
made king in the room of his father; but reigning 


' fo fhert a time, and making fo méan a figure, «is 


mentioned laft, fee Fer. xxii. 11. 

¥.16. And the fons of Feboiakim , Feconiah his 
fon, Zedekiah his fon.| This is not the Zedekiab 
mentioned in the preceding verfe ; for he was not 
the fon but the uncle of Feconiah, unlefs he fhould 
be called his fon, becaufe he fucceeded him in the 
kingdom; but he feems to be another of that 
hame no where elfe mentioned, and not the fon of 
Feconiah in any fenfe; he is not reckoned among 
them in the following verfes, but of Feboiakim. 

y. 17. And the fons of Feconiab, &c.| For 
though he was pronounced childlefs, Yer. xxii. 30. 
that refpects not his having no children in any 
fenfe, but none to fucceed him in the kingdom: 
Afr; which fignifies bound, or a prifoner, becaufe, 
as Kimchi thinks, he was born in a prifon, his fa- 
ther then being a captive in Babylon, but rather it 
refers to Feconiah himielf, and is an appellation of 
him, and to be rendered, the fous of Feconiah the 
captive; which agrees beft with the Hebrew accents : 
Salathiel his fon; the fame that is called Shealtiel, 
Hagg. i. 1. who was both the proper fon of Feco- 


_niab, and who fucceeded him, as fome think, in 


the honour and dignity the king of Babylon raifed 
him to. . 

¥. 18. Malchiram alfo, &c.]. That is, was a 
fon of Feconiah as well as Salathiel, and fo the refi 
that follow: and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Fecamiah, 


CHA 


ie this chapter is a farther account of the tribe 
of Fudab, and of fome principal families in it, 
y. 1—23. and of the tribe of Simeon, their fami- 
fies, cities and villages, ¥. 24—-38. and of the en- 
Jargement of their borders, and conqueft of the 
Amalekites, ¥. 39—43. 


¥.1- The fons of Judah, Pharez, &c.] The po- 
fterity of Judah in the line of Pharez, for he only 
is mentioned : Hezron, and Carmi, and Hur, and 
Shobal , Hezron was the fon of Pharez, and Carmi 
is fuppofed to be Chelubai, or Caleb the fon of 
Hezron, and Hur the fon of Caleb; and Shobal was 
the fon of the fecond Ca/eb, the fon of Hur ; fee 
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%, 
“a Wan 
é 


- 
+ «* 


i * 
° , ae 


the fons of Feconiah, 
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er think they w 
d brethren Sale jel, “be- * 
hat follows. oe 
_¥. 19. And the fons of Pedaiah were, Zei 
Here arifes a difficul 


agg. i. 1. Matt. i. 12, Luke. ili, 27. 
is not. the fame Zerubdabel hete.as th 
“3 but I fee ng reafon for that; bat 


Zerubbabel being his grandfon, may. be call 
fon, as grandfons are fometimes called fons. it 
feripture ; or rather, Salatbiel, having no children, 
adopted Zerubbadel, his brother’s fon, and made 
him fucceffor in the government ;, fo that he was. 
the fon of Pedaiah by birth, and of Salathiel by” 
doption; or elfe Salathiel dying without children, 
his brother Pedaiab, according to the law, marri 
his widow, and by her had Zerubbabel, who w 
the proper fon of Pedaiah, and the legal fon~ 
Salathiel; and the fons of Zerubbabel; Mefoallam 
who is called Abiud, Matt. i. £3. another 
his, with their father, is mentioned in this verfe,- . 
and five more inthe next. From hence to the end of. 
the chapter, the genealogy is carried on from the 
captivity of Babylon, out of which Zerubbabel came, 
to the coming of Chrift; and if Hera was the 
writer of this. book, as is generally thought, who 
was cotemporary with Zerubbabel, this account 
muft be written by another hand : and it may be 
obferved, that it is carried on in the fame number 
of generations as in Matthew; and here it ftands 
thus: Zerubbabel, Hananiah, Fefaiab, Rephaiab, 
Arnan, Obadiah, Shecaniah, Shemaiah, MNeariab, 
Elicenai, Anani; in Matthew’ thus, Zerubbabel 
Abiud, Eliakim, Azor, Sadoc, Achim, Eliud, Elea- 
zar,' Matthan, Facob, Fofeph; the difference in 
names may be accounted for by their having two 
names; and,it is remarkable that the Targum 
makes Anani to be the king Mefiah, who was to 
be revealed; which, though it makes one genera- 
tion lef to his time, yet plainly fhews that the 
Fews expected the Meffiah to come at the end of 
this genealogy, and about the time Ye/us the true 
Mefliah did. Asani is reckoned by other Jews.a 
name of the Meffiah, who. is faid’ to come in the 
clouds of heaven, which Avani fignifies, Dan vii. 


13. fee the note there. 4 a ey * 
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¥.2. And Reaiah the fon of Shobal begat Fabath, 
&c.]  Reaiah is the fame with Haroeb, ch. ii. 5%. 
the namesyare of the fame fignification : wamdyfg- 
hath begat Abumai, and Lahad, thefe are the fa- 
milies of the Zorathite 3 who inhabited Loreab, - 
the Zargum, at leaft part of it; fee. 


54. ‘ ins ee 
¥. 3. And thefe were of the or of 3 Etam, 
Or of the prince of Etam, or, as_ 

thefe are princes that dwelt in 
far from Zorah, Fudg. xv. 8. an 
with Bethlebem and Yekoa in the t 
2 Chron, xi. 6. namely, which follow 
Toma, and Idbaf , thefe were the fons of 
vernor of Etam: and the name of their y 
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Hazelelponi; who perhaps was a perfon of great|dwell in it, and of an increafe of his wordly fub- 
‘note in thofe days, though now unknown; indeed, | ftance for good ends and purpofes; or rather of a 


_a Fewifh chronologer * tells us, that the mother of {{piritual enlargement by deliverance from fpiritual 


Samfon was Hazalelponith, of the tribe of Judeb. |enemies, and of grace as to exercife ; and particu- 

y¥. 4. And Penuel the father of Gedor, &c.| The} larly of fpiritual light and- knowledge, and of the 
prince of that place, according to fome, and the affections and defires of the foul after divine things, 
fame with Hareph, ch. ii. 51. and Ezer the father |{ee Pf iv..1. and cxix. 32. 1 Kings iv.29. 2 Cor. 


_ of Hufhab, thought to be the fame with Shuah, Vi. 11,12. and that thine hand might be with me ; 


y. ut. thefe are the fons of Hur, the firft-born of \the Targum adds, in bufinefs, profpering and. fuc- 
Epbratab ; Calel’s wife, ch. ii. 19. the Targum ceding’ him; the fenfe may be, that his hand of 
adds, the fame with Miriam ; and fo other fewi/p| providente might be with him to protect him, of 
writers * fay, Miriam had two names, and one was}grace and love to comfort and help him in every 
Epbratab though Fofepbus makes’ Hur to be her|time of need, of wifdom to direé&t him, and of 
hufband, and not her fon, as here: who was ¢he|power to keep him: and that thou wouldft keep mé 


father of Bethlehem , of the inhabitants of that city,|/vom evil; from the evil of affli€tion, and efpeci- 
at leaft part of them, or prince of that place, as ally from the evil of fin, and from the evil one 


his grandfon Salma alfo was, ch. ii. 51. 


fatan, and from all evil men and evil company ; 


y¥. 5. And Afbur the father of Tekoa, &c.] A fon|the Targum is, “ and make me companions fuch 


of Hezron by Abiab, ch. ii. 24. had two wives, 
Helah and Naarab ; as Lamech had, polygamy not 
being reckoned unlawful in thofe times. 

y. 6. And Nearab bare him Abizam, and He- 
pher, and Temeni, and Abafbtari, &c.| Of whom 
we have no account elfewhere: the/e were the fons 
of Naarab; the fecond wife of Afbur. 

y¥. 7. And the fons of Helab, &c.] The other 
wife: -were Zereth, and Zoar, and Ethnan.] . No 


. where elfé mentioned. / 


y. 8. And Coz, &c.] Another fon of Helah, 
and brother of the fore-mentioned: begat Anub, 
and Zobebah, of whom we no where elfe read : 
and the families of Abarbel, the fon of Harum; thefe 


asl am :” that it may not grieve me ; alluding to 
his name Yasez, which he had from the forrow 
and grief of his mother; and nothing is more 
grieving to a good man than .the evil of fin, fo 
contrary to the nature and will of God, being com- 
mitted againft a God of infinite love, grace and 
mercy, whereby the name, ways and truths of 
Chrift are difhonoured, and the Spirit of God: 
grieved, and faints are bereaved of much comfort 3 
and therefore defire to be kept from it, knowing 
they cannot keep themfelves, but the Lord can and 
will, at leaft from the tyranny of it, and deftruc- 
tion by it: the Targum is, ‘ left the evil figment 
(or corruption of nature) fhould move or provoke 


were of the pofterity of Coz; the, Targum is, ‘* and 
the family of ‘Abarbal, this is Hur, the firft-born 
of Miriam ;” which is not at all probable. 

y.9. And Fabez was more honourable than his 
brethren, &c.} The Targum adds, ‘‘ and wifer in 
the law than his brethren ;” or he might be a man 
of great wealth and riches, or of great. ftrength 
and courage, all which make a man honourable ; 
or he may be fo called, becaufe a praying man, 
as follows, a man of devotion and religion, a man 
of God, fee 1 Sam. ix. 6. but who he was is not 
eafy to fay, probably a fon or brother of Harum, 
or however that belonged to one of the families of 
Abarhbel, mentioned in the preceding verle ; for 
that he was Othniel, as fay the Targumif? and other 
Fewifh writers*, is not probable, and befides is 
after fpoken of diftinét from him, y. 13. and bis 
mother called bis name ‘fabez, faying, becaufe I bare 
him with forrow ; either with forrow for her huf- 
band, being dead, or by reaforof very tharp pains fhe 
endured at the birth of him; he was anothér Benoni. 

yw 10, And fabex called on the God of Ifrael, &c.] 
Or. prayed to’ him, as the Targum , though fome 
underftand it as: 4 vow, promifing what he would 
do if God would do thus and thus for him; the 
Syriae and Arabic verfions read in the third perfon, 
taking it to be what others, his parents and friends, 
wifhed! for him, /et him. blefs thee, 8c. but they 


me: and God granted him that which he requeft- 
ed 5 as he does whatever is afked in faith, accord- 
ing to his will, and will make for his glory, and 
the good of his people; fee 1 Fobu v. 14, 15. 

¥. 11. And Chelub the brother of Shuab begat 
Mebir, &c,| Af Shuab is the fame with Hufhab, 
¥. 4. then Chelub was the fon of Exer: which was 
the father of Efhton ; not the prince of a place cal- 
led Ejfhten, as Vatablus; for it isthe name of a 
man, the fon of Mehir, and who in the next verfe 
is faid to beget fons. 

¥. 12. And Efbton begat Beth-rapha, &c.} Or 
the family of Rapha: and Pafeah, and Tebinnab 
the father of Ir-nabafh ;, or the city of Nabafh ; Te- 
binnab {cems to have. been the prince or governor 
of acity, focalled: thefe are the men of Rechah 3 
thefe fons of Ejhion dwelt in a place called Re- 
chab; the Targum, without any reafon, fays, thefe 
are the men of the great Sanbedrim. ) 

¥.13. And the fons of Kenaz, &c.| Who was 
either the fon of Chelub, or of Efbton: Otbniel, 
and Seraiab ; the firft of thefe is he who is men- 
tioned, o/b. xv. 17. Fudg.i. 13. and iii. 9. and 
was the firft jadge in J/rael: and the fon of Otb- 
niel, Hathath, and the next mentioned. 

¥.14. And Meonothai, &c.], Another fon of 
Othniel: begat Opbrah ; and Seraiah, the bro- 
ther of Oshuiel, begat Foab; not David's generals, 


are doubtlefS his own words, and a fupplication of |but another of the fame name, who lived long 


his to the Lord : faying, ob that thou wouldeft ble/s 
me indeed, the Targum adds, with children's but 
he no doubt prayed for greater bleffings than any 
outward or temporal ones are, even {piritual blef- 
fings, covenant-bleffings, the fare mercies of Da- 
vid, which are folid, fubftantial, durable and irre- 
verfible: and enlarge my coat, the Targum is, 
*« multiply my borders with difciples.” It may be 


before him, fee ch. ii. 54. the father of the valley- 

of Charafim; of the inhabitants of the valley, or the 

prince of them, ealled the valley of craftfmen, Neb. 

xi. 35. the reafon of which is here given: for they 

were craft/men ; that dwelt in it, carpenters and {miths, 

{both which the word fignifies, ‘men, that wrought , 

in ftone, wood and iron, 
¥.15. And the fons of Caleb the fon of Sepbunneb, 


underftood of an enlargement of the borders of |&c.) Zephunneb is not the fame with Hearen, as 


“his country, by expelling the Canaanites that might che Targum, 


; w Juchafin,’ fol. 10.2. @ x Shemot Rabba, §.1. fol. go. 4. Yalkut in 1 Chron, jing. 
2 'T. Bab. Temurah, fol. 16. 1. 
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+ , 
but another fon’ of Kezaz, hence: cal- 


led 


¥ Antiqu. 1. 3. ©. 4 


§. 


led the Kemezite, Fofb. xiv. 6. and brother of Ord- 
niel, and Caleb his fon is the fame that was fent 
one of the {pies of the land of Canaan by Mo/es, 
fee Numb. xiii. 6. and xiv. 6. his fons were Ira, 
Elab, and Naam; of whom we no were elfe read: 
and the fons of Elah, even Kenaz, another Kenaz, 
or rather it fhould be read Uknaz; fo Farchi and 
Kimchi. 

y.16. And the fons of Fabaleleel, &c.] Who 
probably was the fon of Uknaz: Ziph, and Zip- 
hab, Tiria, and Afareel, there were two cities 1n 
the tribe of Judah of the name of Ziph, Fofd. xv. 
24, 25. which might be called from thefe men, or 


_ from Ziph in ch, fi. 42. 


~ 


y.17. And the fons of Ezra, &c.] Who was 
perhaps the fon of d/aree/, laft mentioned : ether, 


and Mered, and Epher, and Jalon; only one of 


them, Mered, is after-mentioned : and fhe bare Mi- 
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another fon of Mered by his laft wife, or the ms ie : 
with’ Shammai, ¥. 17. were Amnon, and Rinnab, © ¥ 
Ben-banan, and Tilon ; no where elfe mentioned: 
and the fons of Ibi, who it may be was the brother 
of Shimon or Tilon: were Zobeth, and Ben-zobeth ; 
of whom we know no more than their names.  s* 
¥. 21. The fons of Shelab, the fon of Fudah were, 

&c.] The genealogy of the pofterity of Judah, 
in the lines of Pharez and Zerab being given, and 
very Jargely in that of the former, becaufe of the” 
honour of David, and his kingdom, which fprang 
from thence, as Farchi obferves, and alfo the king 
Meffiah ; the writer returns to give an account of 
his pofterity by Sée/ab, a fon he had by the daygh- 
ter of Shuab, Gen. xxxviil. 2— 5. and the only one 
that had children: which were as follows, Er the 


father of Lecah; prince of a city of this name in 


the tribe of Fudab, Shelah gave him the name of 


viam 4 which is not the name of a woman, but of| Zr, in memory of his brother, Gen. xxxviii. 3. 


a man, as’ Kimchi obferves; and, according to 
him, his mother was the wife of Mered, which he 
gathers from the next verfe; though fhe feems to 
be the wife of Ezra, who bare him other fons; 
and Shammai, and Ibbath the father of Efhtemoa , a 
prince of a city in the tribe of 7udah, fo called, 
Fofb. XV. 50. and xxi. 14. 

y. 18. And his wife Febudijab, &c.] Another 
wite of Ezra; or, according to Kimchi, of Mered ; 
a Fewe/s, as the word is by fome rendered, to di- 
ftinguifh her from another wife, an Egyptian, in 


the latter part of the verfe: bare Fered the father of 


Gedor, and Heber the father of Socho, and Fekuthiel 
the father of Zanoab, who were princes, as Farchi 
feems rightly to obferve ; of feveral cities of thefe 
names in the tribe of fudah, as of Gedor, fee o/h. 
xv. 58. of Socob, ¥. 35, 48. of Zanoab, y.34. the 


Targum interprets the names of all thefe men of 


Mofes, whom Pherach’s daughter brought up; and 
fo other Fewi/h writers *, into which miftake they 
were led by what follows: and thefe are the fons of 
Bithiah, the daughter of Pharaoh, which Mered 
took ; that is, to wife; this Mered was one of the 
fons of Ezra, y..17. the Targum, and other Fewih 
writers > fay, this was Caleb, called Mered, becaufe 
he rebelled againft the counfel of the fpies; but 
this contradicts their other notion of Yehudijab, or 
Bithiah, Pharaok’s daughter, whom he married, 
being the bringer-up of Mo/es, fince Mofes was 
elder than Caleb ; but Bithiah, whom Mered mar- 
ried, was not a daughter of Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
but of an L/raelite of this name ; her fons are {up- 
pofed to be thofe in the latter part of y. 17. 
¥.19. And the fons of his wife Hediah, &c. ] 
Another wife of Mered. Hillerus* takes her to be 
the fame with Febudijah, ¥. 18. though fome * take 
Hodiah to be the name of a man, and read the 
words, and the fons of the wife of Hodiah; which 
wife of Hodiah was the fifter of Nabam ; or rather 
Achstnaham we render the fifter of Naham, is the 
name of the firft fon of Hodiah, as fome think *: 


the father of Keilab the Garmite , prince of the city 


of Keilah, in the tribe of Fudab, ‘fob. xv. 44. who 
{prune from the family of Garmi: and Efhtemoa 
the Maacbathite , the father or prince of the inha- 
bitants of E/btemoa, another city in the fame tribe, 
fee y.17. who fprung from Maasbha, fee ch. ii. 


48. 
¥.20. And the fons of Shimon, &c.] Perhaps 


a T. Bab. Megillah, fol. 13. 1. Vajikra Rabba, §. 1. fol. wah: " 
d Michaelis in loc. 
¢ T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. Qh 2 


fol.i13. 1. © Onomattic, Sacr. p. 836. 


f Bliac. 1. five, 1,5. p. 294. 
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and Laadah the father of Mareah; prince of a 
city of this ndme in the fame tribe, Fob. xv. 44. 
and the families of the boufe of them that wrought 


jine linen, of the boufe of Afbbea; which laft claufe — 


explains what houfe thefe families were . of, 
which fprang from Shelab, and were employed in 
making fine linen ; the Targum adds, for the gar- 
ments of kings and priefts, or for the curtains of 
the tabernacle, as Yarchi ; for not with the Ezyp- 
tians and Greeks only fine linen was made, but 
among the Hebrews, as Pau/anias ‘ teftifies. 

¥. 22. And Fokim,&c.] The Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion is, and be that made the fun to fland; as it 
JFofoua was meant; and in the Talmud it is ® faid 
YFokim, this is Fofbua, who confirmed the oath to 
the Gibeonites ; and the Targum here is, ‘* and the 
prophets of the fcribes that fprang from the po- 
{terity of Fofbua;” but Fofhua was of the tribe 
of Ephraim, and not of Fudab ; though fome in- 
terpret it of Elimelech, as Lyra obferves*, of whom 
the fable is, that the fun ftood {till at his prayers, 
as it did in Yo/bua’s time, to convert the men .of 
Bethlehem, but Fokim is no doubt the proper name 
of fome famous man or family that defcended from 
Shelah: and the men of Chozeba ; which fignifies a 
lye ; andthe Targum interprets it of the Gideonites, 
who lied to Fo/bua; but thole were Canaanites, 
and not of the pofterity of Shelab, and tribe of 
Fudabh , Chezib or Achzib, a city in the tribe of 
Judab, very probably is meant, as Kimebi, the very 
place where Shelab was born, Gen. xxxviii, 5, and - 
where dwelt fome of his pofterity : and Foalb and 
Saraph, who had the dominion in Moab; fome ren- 
der the word, which married in Moab; and fo the 
Targum interprets it of Mablon and Chilion, who 
took wives of the daughters of Moad ; but rather it 
is to be underftood of fome who were governors in 
Moab in the times of David, when Moab was fab- 
dued by him, 2 Sam. viii. 2. or however were fuch, 
who at one time or another, made war with Mad, 
and overcame them: and Fafhubi-lebems; which 
the Targumift underftands of Boaz, prince of the 
wife men of the fchool of Bethlebem, and the Tal- 
mudifis * of Ruth, that dwelt in Bethlehem, and 
may be interpreted of fome of the inhabitants of 
that place which fprang from Shelab; or rather is the 
name of a fingle man famous in his time, tho’ 
not now known: amd thefe are antient things, 
account of perfons that lived in tee Key ah 
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which the writer of this book gives not on his 
own knowledge, but by tradition, or rather by i in- 
fpiration. 

¥. 23. These were the potters, &c.]. Or are the 
potters ; the pofterity of thofe men, who were, fo 
famous in their day, are.now of mean employ- 
ments: fome of them made earthen pots ; 5 and 
fome of them dwelt among plants and hedzes ; or were 
employed in planting gardens and or rchards, and 
making fences for doers 3 OF, as other think, dwelt 
an Netaim and Gadara, cities in the tribe of dah | : 
shere they dwelt with the king for his work; to 
make pots, plant gardens, ‘and fet hedges for cued 3 
either for the king of udab, or it may be for the 
king of Badylen, elete they were carried captive, 
and now chofe to remain, doing thofe fervile works 
for the king, without the city in the fields. 


as the latter part of the chaptet tefifes, though 
they are no where elfe taken notice of. Famlechs 
as Fabritius* oblerves, is not very different from 
Jamblichus, the name of a famous Flatonic phi- 
lofopher. 

¥. 38. Thefe mentioned by their names, were prinec$ 
in their famiiies, 8ec.| The principal men of them, 
heads of their fathers houfes: and the houfe of their 
fathers increafed greatly; by them, {o that, they 
were obliged toieék out for new habitations, as 
follows, 

¥.39. And they went to the entrance of Geder, 
&c.} © There wasa city of this name in the tribe of 
Yudab, x18. but this feems to be farther off, and 
perhaps is the fame with Gedaris, mentioned by 
Strebo' along with Azotus and Afce lon, cities that 
belonged to “the Philiftines 5 fince it was inhabited 
¥.24. The fons of Simeon, 8c.) The account of |by the pofterity of Ham, of whom the Pdiliftines 
whom, next to the tribe of Fudab,; is given before|were, as in the following verfe: even unto the cajt 
“Reuben, becaule its inheritance lay in the tribe of [fide of the valley , Phigh, was near to Gedor, and a 
Fudab, Fofo. xix. 1. his fons were’ Nemuel, the|\fuitable place: to feek pafture for their flocks, theit 
fame with Femuel, Gen. xlvi. 10. and Yamin, Farth, | theep and goats. 
Zerak, and Shaul; who, in the place referred ¥.40. And they found fat pafture and good, &c.| 
to, is faid tobe the fon of a Canaunitih wo-\In or near the valley of Gedor: and the land was 
man ; and Farid and Zerab are the fame with Fa-|wide, and quiet, and peaceavle, there was room 
chin and Zebar there; and Obed is here omitted,|enough for them and their flocks, and they had no 
it may be, becaufe he died without iffue; fee Numd.|enemies on eithér fide to, diftutb them: jor they 
BMV. £04, 14: of Ham had dwelt there of old; either the Canaanites 

Ye 25. Shailum bis Jon, &c.] The fon of Shaul,|who defcended from Canaaa the fon of Ham, and 
and Mib/am was the fon of Shallum; and ™ fifbme had never been expelled from thence; or the Pbi- 
the fon of Mib/fam. liftines, who were a colony of the Eeyptians, the 

¥. 26, And the fous of Mifbma, &c.] Thefe were|potterity of Ham, and thefé inhabicants being of 
Hamuel, Zecchur, and Shimet. this curfed race, the Siineouites {crupled not to dif- 

y. 27. And Shimei bad 16 fons and fix daughters, | pofiels them. 
&c.}] None of which are mentioned by name: dut| yt. 41. And thefe written by name, &c.| Before 
his brethren had not many children, Hamuel and Zac-\in ¥. 34, 35, 36, 37. came in the days of Hezekiab 
chur : neither did all their family “multiply like to the) king of Fudab, as Dr. Lightfoct™ thinks, not with- 
children of Judah , to thew the fruitfulnefs and great {in the firft 14 years of his reign, when the Sy- 
increafe of which tribe, the genealogical account|7iam army was abroad, and none durft peep out, 
of it, in this and the two preceding chapters, is|but in his laft 15 years, When the army was, de- 
given. ftroyed and gone: aud fmote their tents; the tents 

y. 28. And they dwelt at Beerfheba, &c.] The 


o£ thofe Who: dwelt there for the fake of feeding 
pofterity of Simeon; and this and the other places|their flocks, and whole pafturage the Szmeonites 
of their habitation are mentioned in the fame or- 


wanted : and the habitations that were found there ; 
der, and with very little variation of names to the|or the Meunim or Maonites,which the Sepiuagint ver- 
end of ¥. 31. as in Joh. xix. 2—6. and here, at|fion here calls Mineans, a people fometimes men- 
¥. 31. it is added, thefe were their cities unto the 


tioned along withithe Pdilifines, and others; fee 
reign of David; when, according to Kimchi, and 


Jude. x. 11, 12. t Chron. xxvi. 6, 7. and deftroyed 
other Fews writers, he expelled them from thence, | ¢hem utterly unto this day; tothe writing of this book; 
and reftered them to the tribe of Fudab. 


they had not then recovered their poffeffions: and 
¥.32. And their villages were Etam, and Ain, 


dwelt in their room, becaufe there was pajture there 
Rimmon, and Tochen, and Afhan, five cities.| There| for their flocks, whieh was the thing they were in 
are but four mentioned in Fo/m. xix. 7. one might 


fearch of. 
be added fince, or new built, namely, Tochen;| y. 42. And fome of them, éven of the fons of Si- 
thefe, according to Kimchi, were all that remained 


meon, 500 men went to mount Seir, &c.} In the 
for them to dwell in, in the times of David; and|land ot Edom: having for their captains Pelatiah, 
therefore they were obliged to feck out for new 


and Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the fons 
fettlements for themfelves and flocks, as in ¥. 39,|of Yhi; thefe four captains are faid, by the ancient 
&c. 


Rabbins, to be of the tribe of Manaffeb, as Kimchi 
¥. 33. And all their villages that were round |obferves ; fee ch. v. 24. but as the 500 they were 
about the fame cities, unto Baal, &c.] The fame|}at the head of, were of the fons of Simeon, the 
with Baalath-beer, Fafb. xix. 8. “thefe were their ha-| captains no doubt were of the fame race. 
bitations, and sor Bacids ; as before defcribed, 


W¥. 43. And they fmote the reft of the Amalekites 
until the times of David. 


¥. 34—37- And Mefhobach, and Famlech, &c.]|\Saul; though, according to the Yews", 100,000 
Thefe, with thofe that follow to the end of ¥. 37. |of them were flain by him in one day ; and of ‘the 
were famous men in the tribe of Simeon, of rank|{word of David, though he is faid not to leave man 

- and dignity, and eminent for courage and yalour,|er woman alive, 1 Sam, xxvii. 8, 9. and dwelt 


that were efcaped, &c.| ‘That efcaped the {word of 
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by the king of Afyria, and who dwelt here after 
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there dnto this day; in the cities of the Amalekites,|the return of the Yews from the Babylonifp ca 
even of the pofterity of the dbove; who were fomejeven in the times of Ezra, the writer of this 
of the remnant of J/rae/, that were not carried away }fee 2 Chron. xxxiv. 9. en 


ae bie « 
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‘ Yuen 
HIS chapter relates the genealogy of the pofterity, who, according to the Targum and other 
tribes that lived’ on the other fide Yordan ; of | Fewifh writers *, was a prophet, and the father of 
1—10. of the Gadites, y.|Hofea, fee Ho/.i. 1. but neither the name, title, time, 


11—17. of the half-tribe of Manaffeb, y. 23, 24.|nor tribe agree: whom Tilgath-pilnefer king of Affy- 
and of their war with the Hagarites, in conjunction | ra carried away captive; the fame with Tiglath- 
with each other, and their conqueft of them, y. pilefer by a tran{pofition ot letters. 2 Kings xv. 29+ 
x8—22. and who yet for their fins were all car-}and is read the fame here in the Greek, Syriac, and 


ried captive by the king of Afyria, ¥. 25, 26. 


Arabic verfions : be was prince of the Reubenites; at 
that time; that is; Beerah was. 


y.1. Now the fons of Reuben the firft born of\ y. 7. And his brethren by their families, 8cc.} 


Hfrael, &c.] Are as follow in ¥. 3. where the ac- 
count begins; for what comes between this and 
that is in a parenthefis: (for be was the firft-bora ; 
of Facob by. his wife Leah that muft be owned, 
and Jacob allows it, Ge. xlix. 3. and yet the ge- 
nealogy in this book begins not with him, as might 
on that account be expected; the reafon follows: 
but fora/much as he defiled bis father’s bed, by lying 
with Bilbab his concubine: bis birthright was given 
unto the fons of Fofeph the fon of lfrael, his beloved 
fon by his beloved wife Rachel, and fo had a dou- 
ble portion given him ; his two fons being equally 
ranked with the other fons of acob, and became 


Hither the brethren of Beerah, or the reft of the 
pofterity of Reuben: (when the genealogy of their 
generations was reckoned;) either in the times 
of Fotham and Feroboam, wy. 17. or at the time 
of their captivity, as in the preceding verfe: 
were .the chief, Febiel, and Zechariah; thefe were , 
the principals or heads of their families. , 
¥.8. And Bela the fon of Azaz, the fon of Shema, 
the fon of Foel, &c.| The pedigree of Bela, ano- 
ther principal man in the tribe of Rewben, is traced 
up to Yoel the father of Shema ; the fame with She- 
maiah, according to Kimchi and Ben Melech, y. 4. 
who dwelt in Aroer 3 which belonged to the tribe of 


diftinét tribes, and each had their lot in the land of |Gad, and was rebuilt by them, Numb. xxxii. 34. - 


‘Canaan, fee Gen. xlviii. 5, 32. compared with 
Deut. xxi. 17. .and the genealogy is not to be reckoned 
after the birthright, or, but the genealogy, &c.° 
neither after the birthright of Reubex, which he had. 
by nature, being Facob’s firft-born; nor after the 
birthright of Fofeph, which he had by his father’s 
gift, asic might be thought it fhould; the reafon 
of which follows. 

y¥. 2. For Fudab prevailed above his brethren, &c.} 
That is, the tribe of fudab prevailed above the reft 
in number,’ in valour, and courage, and in digni- 
ty; wherefore the genealogy is not reckoned ac- 
cording to birthright, but dignity and dominion ; 
hence this genealogical account began with Fudab, 
becaufe of him came the chief ruler; David and the 
kings of ‘fudab, his fucceflors ; and above all, from 
him the prince Mefiah was to fpring, and did, accord- 
ing to Gen. xlix. 10. fo both the Syrize and Arabic 
verfions read, ‘* out ef Fudab thould go forth the 
king Meffiab:” but the birthright was Fofeph’s) or 
though ® it was; yet Fudab having the dominion 
and dignity, that tribe is firft genealogized. 

¥. 3. The fons, Ufay, of Reuben the firft-born of 
Tfrael were, Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Car- 
mi,| As in Gen. xlvi. g. 

¥. 4, 5. The fons of Foel, &c.] Who was either 
the fon of Carmi laft-mentioned, or rather of Ha- 
noch, Reuben’s firft-born, fince the defcendants of 
him were the princes of the tribe: his pofterity in 
fucceflion were, Shemaiah, Gog, Shimei, Micab, 
Reaia, Baal, Beerah ; of whom we know no more 
than their names, and by thefe the defcent is car- 
ried down to the captivity by iglath-pilefer, as 
follows. 


y¥. 6. Beerab bis fon, &c.] The latt of Foel’s 


. . * : 
® Nec tamen, Tigurine verfion. - P Licet, ibid. 
* Texelii Phoenix, |. 3. ¢. 7. p. 272, 


* Geograph. 1, 5. ¢. 19. 


° Se David de Pomis, Lexic, fol. Abs 4 


wherefore Kimchi obferves, it may be interpreted 
either from Areer, or on the border of it, Bele 
dwelt: even unto Nebo, and Baal-meon; of which 
fee the note on Numb. xxxii. 38. 
¥. 9. And eafiward be inbabited, ec.) Either 
Bela, or the tribe of Reabex: unto the entring in of 
the wilderne/s ; the wildernefs of Kedemoth, which 
was near to Sibon king of Hefhbon, whofe land the 
Reubenites inhabited, Deut. ii. 26. from the river 
Euphrates; a learned man ‘ thinks that this river, 
Phrat, was, different from the Euphrates near Ba- 
bylon, which was northward, fince this. was to 
the eaft or fouth-eaft: Jdecaufe their cattle were 
multiplied in the land of Gilead; therefore their 
habitation was extended farther, even to the river 
Euphrates, as in the days of David and Solo- 
mon, 2 Sam, Vili. 3. 1 Kings iv. 21. on foe 
X. 10; And in the days of Saul they made war 
with the Hagarites, &c] Not with the Huzga- 
rians, as the Targum, a people. not then in being ; 
but the Jbmaelites, fo called, becaufe they deé- 
fcended from Hagar *,: Sarak’s maid; the fame that 
are placed by Pliny‘ and Ptolemy” in Arabia, near 
the Bataneans, or inhabitants of Bafhan; with © 
thofe the Reubenites made war, in conjunction with 
the Gadifes and half-tribe of Manafeh, ¥. 18, 19, 
perhaps this war might be much about the time 
Saul relieved Fabe/h-Gilead,, and beat the Ammonites, 
t Sam, xi. by which the tribes on that fide Jordan 
might be encouraged to it: who fell by their band ; 
were worfted and conquered “by them: “amd they —— 
dwelt in their tents; in which the Arai 
dwell, becaufe of their flocks ;\ hence f 
were Called Scenites : throughout all 
Gilead; or rather, throughout all ‘th 
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Hagarites, which lay to the eaft of Gilead; as the 
Vulgate Latin verfion; or otherwife the land of 
Gilead itfelf was their original poffeffion. i 
¥. 11. And the children of Gad dwelt over againft 
them, &c.] Or by them, the Reubenites; and one 
part of Gilead was given them between them, and 
the other to the halt-tribe of Manaffeb: in the land 
of Bajfban, unto Salcab; for though. all Bahan is 
faid to be given to the half-tribe of Manaffeb, Deut. 
iii. 13. yet that is to be underftood of the greater 
_part of ic ; all of that which belonged to Og, but 
what did not, the Gadites, either from the ‘firft,. or 
in after-times, inhabited even as far as Salcab, 
which was one of the cities of Og, Dewé. iii. 10. 
and which Benjamin of Tudela “ makes mention of, 
being called by the fame name in his days. 

¥. 12, Joel the chief, &c.| In this and the fol- 
Jowing verie are reckoned up the principal men in 
the tribe of Gad, and the chief of all was Joel, ano- 
ther from him in the tribe of Reuben, ¥. 4. and 
Shapham the next; the fecond chief man,, from 
whom, Reland * conjectures, Shophan, a city in 
the tribe of Gad, had its name, Numb. xxxii. 35. 
and Faanai ; from whom Dan-jaan might be called, 
as Michaelis intimates, 2 Sam. xxiv. 6. and Shapbat 
in Bafban, not Shapbat the father of Elifba, ac- 
cording to a tradition of the Yews, mentioned by 
Kimchi , which is not at all probable. 

¥. 13. And their brethren of. the houfe of their fa- 
thers, &c | Who were alfo men of eminence and 
note in them: were, Michael, and Mefhullam, and 
Shebai, and Forai, and Fachan, and Zia, and Heber, 
feven; fo they are as here mentioned by name. 

y. 14. Thefe are the children of Abibail the fon of 
Huri, &c.] That is, the feven before-mentioned ; 
they were the pofterity of dbibail, whofe pedigree 
is traced from his father Huri to Buz, the interme- 
diate progenitors being Yeroah, Gilead, Michael, 
Fefoifoai, Fabdo. 

y. 15. Abi the fon of Abdiel, the fon of Guni, 
chief of the houfe of their fathers.) Which Abi was 
a principal man in the families the feven above 
men belonged to; befides them, or thofe three, 
were every one of them heads of families. 

y¥. 16. And they dwelt in Gilead, &c.] In that 
part of it which belonged to the tribe of Gad: in 
Bafban, and in her towns, fee the note on ¥. 11. 
and in all the fuburbs of Sharon, upon their borders , 
there were two. Sharous, one to the weftof the land 
of J/rael near the Mediterranean fea, which is men- 
tioned in Ads ix. 35. as near Lydda and Foppa; 
and the other to the eaft or north-eaft, beyond 
Yordan, ‘which is here meant. 


together, living together on the other fide Yordar : 
of valiant men, men able to bear buckler and fword, 
and to fooot with bow, and fkilful in war 3 trong, 
able-bodied men; and ‘not only able to bear and 
carry arms, {word in one hand, and fhield in ano- 
ther; but were men of valour and courage, and 
had imilitary fkill, and knew how to handle‘their 
arms to advantage: were 44,760, that went out to 
the war; that uled to go out when there was occa- 
fion, and did at this time. 
_M. 19. And they. made war with the Hagarites; 
&c.] Before-mentioned, ¥. 10. with Fetur, and 
Nephifh ; with the pofterity of thefe mien; who were 
fons of Thmaed, Gen. xxv. 15. and fo was Nodal; 
perhaps the dame with Kedemab, mentioned along 
with the other two there ; fo Aidlerus * thinks. 
¥. 20. And they were. belped againft them, &c.| 
The J/raelites were helped again{t the Jbmaelites; 
to fight with them, and overcome them; either by 
their brethren of the houfe of J/rae/, as the Tar- 
gum, thofe on this fide Fordan ; or rather’ by the 
Lord, to whom they cried,.and who was intreated 
by them as follows: and the Hagarites were deli- 
vered into their band, and all that were with. them ; 
they and their confederates and auxiliaries, the Jtz- 
reans, &c. for they cried to God in the battle; 
which at firft feems to have gone againft them ; 
and they prayed to God, as the Zargum, whilft 
they were fighting, that he would appear for them, 
and give them victory.: and he was intreated of 
them; he received their prayer,* as the fame para- 
phrafe; he heard them, and anfwered them: be 
caufe they put their truft in him in his power and 
providence, and not in their own ftrength, cou- 
rage, and military fkill; the Targum is, ** becaufe 
they trufted in his Word.” . 
¥. 21. And they took away their cattle, &c.] 
Which they brought with them, and they found 
in their camp when they fled, or in their fields = 
of their camels 50,000; with which Arabia abound- 
ed; and were fit to travel with in thofe hot and 
defart countries, being ftrong to carry burdens, 
and able to bear much thirft. The Arabians, as 
Diodorus Siculus* reports, brought up camels, for 
almoft all. the ufes of life; as for the fake of their 
milk and flefh to feed upon, as well as for carrying 
burdens in common; and which in time of war 
they loaded with provifions for the army, and 
fought upon, one of them carrying two archers 
with their backs to each other, the one to meet 
the enemy in front, the other to annoy thofe that 
purfued them ; and fo the Parthians made ufe of 
camels both to fight on, and to carry provifion for 
¥. 17. All thefe were reckoned by genealogies, &c.]| their foldiers” : and of fheep 250,000 ; which thefe 
All before mentioned: ix the days of Fotham king; Hagarites kept both for food and clothing, and fome 
of Judah, and in the days of Feroboam king of Ifrael;\ of theny might be now taken with them to fupply 
_ not that thofe two kings reigned at the fame time,| their army ; the Spartans carried fheep with them 
and one and the fame reckoning is meant; but, as|in their expeditions as facrifices to their gods‘; 
Dr. Lightfoot ” obferves, there were two reckonings ;} but it need not be fuppofed-that thefe creatures, 
his words are, ** in the days of Yotham there was] and thofe that follow, were in fuch large numbers 
an account taken of the families of Reuben, Gad,| with the Hagarites in the battle, but were after- 
and half Manajeh, 1 Chron. v. 17. and fo had| wards found, partly in their camp, and partly in 
‘there been in the days of Jeroboam. the fecond ;}the places inhabited by them: and of afjes 2000; 
__ then at their reftoring by Fercloam out of the hands} ufed to ride on, and carry loads, and alfo to plow 
of Hamath and Syria, and now at their arming againft| with ; and in all thefe. lay the wealth of men in 
“the Affyrian, under whom they fell in the time of| thofe times and countries, fee fob i. 1. and of men 
Pekah, and are never again teftored to L/rael.” 100,000 ; fo that they took captive above as many 
¥. 18. The fons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and\ moré as their army confifted of. 
half the tribe of Manaffeh, 8c.) Thefe all joined} y. 22. For there fell down many flain, &c.} Many 


were 
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-were killed in the battle, befides the great number 
of prifoners made, fo that the army the J/bmaelites 
brought into the field was very great: decaufe the 
war was of God; or from the Word: of the Lord, 
as the Zargum, he ftirred up the J/raelites to it, di- 
rected, affifted and fucceeded them, that vengeance 
might be taken on this wicked and idolatrous peo- 
ple: and they dwelt in their flead until the captivity 5 
the Targum adds, of Sennacherib king of Afyria ; 
but this captivity of the tribes referred to was not 
by him, but by Tilgath-pilnefer king of Afyria, ¥. 26. 
and they dwelé not in the country of the Arab-ha- 
garites or I/bmaelites in their ftead there, but in 
Gilead, as in ¥. 10. which belonged to the Gadites 
and Reudenites originally, but had been difpoffeffed 
of it, or however diftreffed in it by thefe Hagarites, 
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cepting Hepber and Azriel, Numb. xxvi. 319 32. 
mighty men of valour, famous men, and heeds of the 
houfée of their fathers ; men that obtained a name 
for their ftrength, courage, and valour, and mili- 
litary exploits, and were the chiefs of the families 
in this half-tribe, and by whom they were deno- 
minated ; fo from Hepher. were the family of the 
Hepbherites, and from Azriel the family of the 
Azrielites, as in the place before quoted. 

¥.25. And they tran greffed againft the God of their 
fathers, &c.] Againft his law, will, word and or- 
dinances, not only the half-tribe of Manefeb, but 
the Reubenites and Gadites allo: and went a who- 
ring after the gcds of the people cf the land, whem 
God deftroyed before them, that is; committed ido- 
latry, which is fpiritual fornication or whoredom; 


which they now drove out, and dwelt in. their} worfhipped the idols either of the dmorites, who 
ftead ; for as for the Scenite-arabs or [fomaelites,| were dettroyed by the Lord to make way for their 
they never were conquered and brought into fub-| firft fettlement ; or of the [iimaelites whom they 
jection by any people, but always maintained their; conquered, and whole land they dwelt in to the 
independency *; and lived upon the plunder of; captivity. ae: , 
their neighbours, pitching their tents here and| y.26. dud the God of Iiradl, &c. J The Tar- 
there for their. conveniency, which in thefe parts’ gum is, “ the Word of the God of Yrael:” flirred 
were at this time fpoiled. up the {pirit of Pul king of Alpria, in the times of 
y¥. 23. And the children of the half-tribe of Ma-| Menahem king of Irac!: and toe fpinit of Tilgath- 
naffeh dwelt in the land, &c.] Not in the land of | pi/nefer; in the times of Pexad king ot Lrael, to 
the Hagarites, but in the land of Gi/ead and Ba/ban | invade the land; and make war in it: end be car- 
beyond Jordan, given them by Mofes. The wri- | ried them away: not the former, but the latter : 
ter having reckoned the genealogies of fome of the | even the Reubenites, and thé Gadites, and the balf- 
principal men of Reuben and Gad, proceeds to give! tribe of Manaffehb; thele entirely together, with 
a fhort account of fome principal men in this half-| fome other parts of the land, fee 2 Aimgs xv 209. 
tribe: they increafed from Bafban; where they firlt| and brought them unto Halal, and Haber, end Hara, 
dettled, and extended their poffeffions: wuto Baal-| and to the river Gozan; to the very fame places 


bermon and Senir, and unto mount Hermon, moun-} 
tains which lay to the north of the land of Cineias 
and are what geographers call Anti-libanus. 

y. 24. And thefe were the beads of the héufe of 
their fathers, &c.} Some of the principal men 
of this half-tribe: even Epher, and Ifpi, and Eliel, 
and Azriel, and Feremiah, and Hodaviah, and Fab- 
diel; but of none of thefe we read elfewhere, ex- 


where afterwards Sa/manefer carried the 10 tribes; 
or what remained of them, fee 2 Kings xvii. G. 
unto this day; the times of Ezra, the writer of this 
book, after the tribe of ‘fadcb returned from the 
captivity of Babylon, but the 10 tribes remained 
where they were carried, and have not returned 
even to this day, 


CHAP. VI. 


HIS chapter begins with the fathers and 
heads of the tribe of Levi, ¥.1, 2, 3. and 
reckons up the high-priefts in the line of E/eazar, 
to the Babylonifh captivity, ¥. 4—15. gives an ac- 
count of the families of the fons of Levi, y. 
16—30. andof thofe Levites that were employed as 
fingers, and in other miniftrations in the fanctuary 
in the times of David and Solomon, ¥. 31 —49. then 
follows a repetition of the fons of Aaron in the 
line of Eleazar, to the faid times, ¥. 50-—53. and: 
a recital of the dwelling-places of the Levifes in 
the feveral tribes, ¥. 54—81. 


¥.1. The fons of Levi, &c.| After an account 
of the chief of the tribes of Fudab and Simeon, of 
Reuben, Gad. and the half-tribe of ree ae fol - 
lows that of Levi, and his pofterity ; the kingdom 
being given to Fudab, the birth-right to Fo/eph, 
and the priefthood to Levi : the immediate fons of 
Levi were Gerfhon, Kohath, and Merari ; as in Gen. 
xlvi. 11. Exod. vi. 16. from thefe fprung the three 
families of the Levites. 


¥.2. And the fons of Kehath, Amram, Izbar, 


* See the notes on Gen. xvi, 12. and Dan. xi. 41. and a differtation upon the independency 
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Babylon, and whofe fon Fofeua, born sn a 


and Hebron, and Uzziel, &c.} Given in the fame 
order as in Exod. vi. 18. fee the note there. 

¥. 3. And the children of Amram, Aaron, and 
Mofes, and Miriam, &c.\ Very: memorable per- 
fons ; Aaron was the high-prieft,. Ades the pro- 
phet and lawgiver, and Miriam a prophetefs, 
fee Micah vi. 4. the fons alfo of Aaron, Nadab 
and Abibu, Eleazar, and Ithamar; the two fift 
were deftroyed by fire from heaven for offering 
ftrange fire, Lev. x. 1,2. and the third fucceeded 
his father in the high priefthood; the line of 
which is drawn from Aaron through him unto the 
Babylonifo captivity, from hence, tothe end of the 
15th verfe, where it ends: Fehozadak is the fame 
with Yo/edech, Hagg. i. 1. who went young into 
tivity, came out of itn the proclamation of Cys 
rus, Ezra ii, 2. and iii, 2. According to Fo/e- 
phus °, and other Ferwi/b writers’, in the sims of 
Uzzi, ¥. 6. the priefthood was tranflated into the 
family of Ithamar, of which Ei was the. 
prieft; where it continued to the times o ie 
when it was reftored to Zadok of the line of 
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zar. Ivis particularly obferved of Azariah, y. 10. 
that he it was that executed the prieft’s office in the 
temple built by Solomon; not that he was the firft 
that officiated in it ; that was Zadok; but this feems to 
be Aazariah, who was the high- prieft in the times of 
Uzziab, who oppofed him when he would have of- 
fered incenfe in the temple, 2 Chron. xxvi. 17, 18. 
which may be the redfon why he is fo particularly 
taken notice of here ; tho’ fome think this is to be 
underitood of ‘Fohanan, the father of Azariah, fup- 
pofed to be the fame with Febsiada, who in the 
times of Athaliah, was the inftrument of preferv- 
ing both church and ftate, 2 Kings xi. the temple 
in which he miniftred, is defcribed as built by So- 
lomon, becaufe at the time of the writing of this there 
was another temple built, or building by Zerubdadel. 

¥. 16. The fons of Levi, Gerfhon, Kobath, and 
Merari.| Which is repeated from y. 1. for the 
fake of their pofterity,, whofe names are given in 
the three following verfes, in the fame manner as 
in Exod. vi. ‘17—19. ae 

y. 20,21. Of Gerfhon, Libni his fon, &c. ] 
Whofe genealogy runs thus, Fabath, called Fehiel, 
ch. xxill. 8. Zimmab, between whom was Shimei, 
¥. 42. Joab; the fame with Ezhan, y. 42. Iddo, 
called Adaiah, ¥. 41. Zerab, Featerai, whofe name 
was alfo Ethni, y.41. the pofterity of Shimei, the 
brother of Libut, are omitted. ° : 

y. 22—28. The fons of Kobath, Amminadab, &c.] 
The fame with Izbar,.y.2, 18, 38. the pofterity 
of his brethren, Amram, Hebron and: Uzziel are 
omitted; and his genealogy. is carried to a confi- 
derable length, for the fake of Samuel the prophet, 
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lomon, and his fucceffors, nor any of the high-priefts 
aiterwards , 

¥. 32. And they miniftred before the dwelling place 
of the tabernacle of the congregation with finging, 
&c.] Pfalms, hymns and fpiritual fongs ; this fer- 
vice they performed before the ark, which was 
‘in a tent or tabernacle David pitched for it; 
and which the Zargum here calls the tabernacle 
of time, or a temporary tabernacle: until Solomon 
had built the boufe of the Lord in Ferufalem; the 
temple there: and then they waited on their office 
according to their order , performed it in the manner 
prefcribed by David, fee ch: xxv. 

¥. 33—38. And thefe are they that waited with 
their children, &c.} ‘They and their pofterity who 
officiated in the fervice of finging pfalms in the 
fanctuary ; the three heads of them were of the 
three families of the Levites, as follow: of the 
Jons of the Kobathites, Heman a finger; the chief 
of the fingers, and who compofed pfalms and 
hymns, which are in the book of pfalms: the fon 
of Foel, the fon of Shemuel; or Samuel. This He- 
man was erand{on of Samuel the prophet; for whofe 
fake his genealogy is traced up to Yacod or I/rael, 
in the following verfes, and ftands thus; after Sz- 
muecl, Elkanab, Feroham, Eliel, Toab, Zuph, El- 
kanah, Mabath, Amafai, Elkanah, Foel, Azariab, 
Zephaniah, Tabath, Afir, Ebiafapb, Korah, Izbar, 
Kobath, Levi, Ifrael. 

Y. 39-43. And his brother Afaph, &c.] Thats 
is, Heman’s brother; fo Afaph was, as he was a 
defcendant from the fame original anceftor Levi, 
yet in thé line of Gerfbon; and as being of the fame 


who fprang from him: it ftands thus, Korab,|office, a precentor, or chief finger: who ftood on 
Afr, Elkanah, Ebiafaph, Affir,,Tabath, Uriel, cal-| his right-hand; he was next to Heman ;.Heman 
led Zephaniah, ¥. 30. Uzziah, the fame with Aza- | ftood in the middle, which was the moft honour- 
riah, y. 36. Shaul, whole name is Yoel, x. 36. |able ', and Afaph on his. right-hand, and Eshan, 
then through the fons of Elkanab, before men-| after mentioned on his left even 4/aph, whofe name 
tioned; Amafai, Abimoth, called Mabath; y. 35.\is often met with in the book of Pfalms; and his 
another Elkanab, Zophai, or Zuph, ¥. 35. Nabath,| genealogy here ftands thus, as traced up to Levi, 
the fame with Toah, y. 34. and Tobu, 1 Sam.i. 1.| viz. Berechiah, Shimea, Michael, Baafiah, Mal- 
Eliab, called Eliel, ¥. 34. and Elibu, 1 Sam.i. 1.| chiab,. Ethni,, Zerab, Adaiah,, Ethan, Zimmab, 


Feroham, another Elkanah,: the father of Samuel 
the prophet, whofe firft-born was Va/bui, and whofe 
name alfo was Joab, y¥. 33.1 Sam. viii. 2. and fo 
here it is read in the Syriac and Arabic verfions ; 
and bis fecond fon Abiab. 

y¥. 29, 30. The fons of Merari, Mabli, &c.] The 


Shimet, Fabaih, Gerfhon, Levi, 

¥.44—-47. And their brethren, the fons of Me- 
rari, &c.| Who were the brethren of the Ko- 
hathites and Gerfbonites, defcending from the fame 
anceltor Levi: ftood on the left-hand; that is, of 
Heman, fee y. 39. the chief of whom was Ethan, 


poiterity of his brother Muh: are omitted ; his ge- | fometimes called Feduthun, ch, xvi. 41. and xxy. 


nealogy is drawn thus, Lidni, Shimei, Uzxa, Shi- 


-‘mea, Haggiah, Afaiab. 


¥.31. And thefe are they, &c.] -Who follow; 
the account of whom begins y. 33. whom David 
fet over the service of the fong in the houfe of the 
Lord ; whom he appointed chief: muficians, and 
matters of the chorus, to manage and conduct that 
part of divine fervice in the fanctuary, finging the 
praifes of God, both with vocal and inftrumental 


1, 3,6. and often in the book of pfalms; his ge- 
nealogy is traced up to Levi thus; Kibi, called 
Kufhaiah, ch. xv. 1.7. Abdi, Malluch, Hajbabiah, 
Amaziab, Hilkiab, Amzi, Bani, Shamer, Mabli, 
Mufoi,, Meravi, Levi. 

¥. 48. Their brethren alfo the Levites, &c.] Who 
were not fkilled in finging, and employed in that + 
fervice, even the reft of the Kohathites, Gerfbonites 
and Merarites: were appointed unto all manuer of — 


mufick : after the ark had ref; which was when | fervice of the tabernacle of the boufe of God , fome, 


it was brought from the houfe of Obed-edom, to 
the city of David, and was: placed in a tabernacle 


_ he provided for it, 2 Sam. vi. 12—17. where it 


remained until the temple was. built, when and 


. which was the only time it was removed, whereas 


“Vid. Barthii Animadv. in ib. 


before it had been removed from place to place, 
and fo till now had no reft,; though fome under- 
ftand this of the ceafing or filence of the oracle 
‘over the ark, which was neither confulted: by So- 


t Vid. Marfham. Canon. Chron: ‘Setul. 14: p. 3652" 
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were porters at the gates ; others had the care of 
the veffels; others flew the beafts for facrifices, ead 
them, and cut them up, and brought “the pieces 
to the altar of burnt-offerings, for the priefts to offer, 
¥. 49-53. But Aaron and his fons, &c.| Thole 
that defcended from him, though of the famte 
tribe of Levi were all priefts: and they. offered 
upon the altar of burnt-offerings ; the daily facrifice, 
and all the* offerings of the people brought to 
them ; 


‘ 
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them: and on the altar of incenfe, they burnt in- 
cenfé night and morning: and were appointed for 
_ ll the work of the place moft holy, fuch as were 
high-priefts of the line of Eleazar, whofe work it 
was to go into the moft holy place once a, year: 
to make atonement for all Ifrael, according to all that 
Mojes the fervant of God commanded; in Lev. Xvi. 
which fee ; and on mention of this, a lift of the 
high-priefts from Aaron, in the line of Eleazar, is 
given, to the times of Solomon, in the four fol- 
lowing verfes, juft in the fame order as in y. 4, 
2 6, ? 8. 
‘ y. ae Now thefe are their dwelling-places, 
&c.] The dwelling-places of the priefts and Le- 
vites, affigned and given to them in the feveral 
tribes of J/rael; and the account of them agrees 


ICLES. Chwvii.y.1—11 


are omitted, Futtah and Gibeon, through want no gry; 
care in tran{cribing, fince they are faid to be thir- 
teen, as they fhould be, whereas eleven only are 
mentioned. The ews fay", the cities of the fu-— 
burbs, (thofe here mentioned ) ceafed from the — 
time the firft temple was deftroyed ; and yet Ezra, — 
who lived after the captivity, and the building the 
fecond temple, here gives a very particular account: 
of them ; the fuburbs belonging to every city, 
which he particularly mentions, were 2000 cubits, 
both to the cities of refuge, and the reft, Numb. 
xxxv. 5. Hebron, the firlt city mentioned in the 
next verfe, was a city of refuge, and had fuburbs 
of fuch a fpace; and it is remarkable, that fome 
of the temples with the heathens, which were afy- 
lums, or places of refuge, had the fpace.of 2000 | 


with that in Yo. xxi. with fome few variations of| paces affigned them for the fame fanctity and pri- 
{ , 


names of places, which have been there obferved ; | vilege’. 


fee the notes there; only in ¥. 57—O0. two Cities 
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| this chapter are given the genealogies of the 
tribes of [achar; ¥.1— 5. of Benjamin, y. 
6—12. of Naphtali, ¥. 13. of Manaffeb, ¥. 14—19. 
of Ephraim, ¥. 20 — 29. and of Afher, 30 — 40. 
even of the chief men of them ; and their num- 
bers, are reckoned as in the times of David. The 
tribes of Dan and Zebulun are omitted. 


y.1. Now the fons of Iffachar were Tola, Puah, 
Fafoub, and Shimron, four. | The fame number 
is given, Gen. xlvi. 13. with a {mall variation of 
two of their names, there called Phuvab and Fob, 
from whence fo many families fprang, mentioned 
Numb. xxvi. 23, 24. where the namies are the fame 
as here. 

y¥.2. And the fons of Tola, &c.] The eldeft 
fon of Iachar, whofe pofterity are only: reckoned 
by name: Uzzi and Rephaiah, and Feriel, and 
Fabmai, and Ibfam, and Shemuel, heads of their father’s 
boufe, to wit, of Zola; the principal man of his 
family : they were valiant men of might in their ge- 
erations; famous for their courage and military 
exploits,, though they {prang from Tola, whofe 
name fignifies a worm, and which name Bochart . 
conjectures was given him by his parents, becaufe 
he was fo weakly that they had no hopes of raifing 
him ; and yet from him fprung fuch mighty men, 
and from them fuch a numerous race, as follows: 
whofe number was in the days of David 22,600 ; 
befides thofe of the pofterity of Uzzi, after men- 
tioned, This was at the time ¥oad took the num- 
ber of J/rael, by the order of David, ch. xxi. 5. 

¥. 3. And the fons of Uzzi, Izrabiah, &c.] In- 
cluding his pofterity: and the fons of Izrabiab, 
Michael, and Obadiah, and Foel, Ifpiah, five; to- 
gether with their father, all reckoned the fons of 
Uzzi: all of them chief men; in their father’s houfe, 
heads of families. 

¥.4. And with them, by their generations, after 
the houfe of their fathers were bands of foldiers for 
“war, &c.} Companies of men of military cou- 
rage and fkill, who could and did go out to war 
upon occafion: 36,000 men; befides the 22,600 
Tolaites, ¥. 2. for they had many wives and fons; 
having many wives, they had many fons ; poly- 
gamy was the caufe of their large numbers; and 
that they gave into for the fake of the multiplica- 


» T. Bab. Sotah, fol. 48.2. 1 Tacit. Anaal, 1. 3. 
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tion of Abrabam’s feed, according to the divine » 
promife, . 
¥ 5. And their brethren among all the families of 
Ifachar, &c.| As thofe of Puah, Fafhub, and 
Shimron, ¥.1. were men of might; valiant and . 
courageous: reckoned in all by their genealogies, 
87,0003 that is, including with thefe thofe of Tole 
and Uzzi before given. Rae 
y. 6. The fons of Benjamin, Bela, and Becher, 
and Fediael, three.| Benjamin had ten fons, but 
three only are mentioned firft; the latter of thefe 
feems to be the fame with Abdel, Gen. xlvic2t. — 
y.7. And the fons of Bela, Exbon, and Uzzi, 
and Uzziel, and Ferimoth, and Iri, five, &e. } 
Thefe are thought by fome to be the grandfons of 
Bela, becaufe of the different names in ch. viii. 3, 4, 
5. beads of the houfe of their fathers, mighty men of 
valour ; principal men in their tribe and families, 
and of great courage: and were reckoned by their 
genealogies, 22,0343 who fprung from thefe men. 
¥. 8. And the fons.of Becher, &c.] Another fon 
of Benjamin, 9.6. Zemira, and Joafh, and Eliezer, 
and Elicenai,. and Omri, and Ferimeth, and abiah, 
and Anathoth, and Alameth ; the two laft of thefe, 
according to Kimchi, gave names. to two cities in 
Benjamin, built by them; Amathoth, the native 
place of Yeremiah the prophet, and 4éameth, the 
fame with Baburim, 2 Sam. xvi. 5. all thefe are 
the fons of Becher; beforenamed. . 
¥. 9. dnd the number of them, &c.) Of the 
pofterity of the fons of Becher: after their genea- 
logy by their generations, heads of the houfe of ther 
fathers, mighty men of valour, as they increafed in 
fucceeding ages, and at the time of David: was 
20,200. a oe, Sy 
y.10. The fons alfo of Fediael, &e.) Th 
fon of Benjamin before mentioned, ¥. 6 
including his pofterity, as follows: aad ¢ 
Bilban, Feufh, and Benjamin; called 
great grandfather : and Ehud; who wa 
judge in I/rael, Fudg. iii. 15. and Ci 
Zethan, end Tharfbifh, and Abifoaba 
we no where elfe read. i 
y. 11. All thefe the fons of Fediael 
of their fathers, mighty men of valour, W 


fit to go out for war and battle] Which, wi Hh 
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of Benjamin, befides what follow; 59,4303 who, if Numb. xxvi. 32., were, Abian, and Shechem, and 
numbered by Foad, the account was not given in| Likhi, and Aniam; from Shechem came the family 


by him, ch. xxi. 6. 

y. 12. Shuppim alfo, and Huppim, the children of 
Jr, &c.] The fame with Jri, ¥..7. fo that thefe 
were not fons of Benjamin, as they feem to be, if 
they are the fame with Muppim and Huppim in Gen. 
xlvi, 21. but his great grand-children, and are the 
fame with Shupham and Hupham, trom whom fa- 
milies of the tribe of Benjamin fprang, Numb. xxvi. 
39. the Targum calls them the inhabitants of a 
city, but of what is not faid, unlefs Geba fhould be 
meant, ch. viii. 6. and Hujbim, the fons of Aber; 
either the fame with Aberab, the third fon of Ben- 
jamin, ch. vii. 1. or Abiram, Numb. xxvi. ih 
though fome read the words, the fons of another, 
whom they fuppofe to be Daz, who otherwife is 
omitted ; and Hufhim is the only fon of Dan, Gen. 
xlvi. 23. where the fame plural word is ufed as 
here ; who, they think, is called another, by way 
of deteftation, that tribe being guilty of grofs ido- 
latry ; but he rather feems to belong to Besjamin. 

y¥. 13. The fons of Naphtali ; Fabziel, and Guni, 
“and Fezer, and Shallum, &c.| Called Shillem, Gen. 
xlvi. 24. the fons of Bilbab, Facob’s concubine ; 
her grandfons; for Napbtali, the father of them, 
was her fon; from thefe fprung fo many families 
after their names, Numb. xxvi. 48, 49. 

¥. 14. The fons of Manaffeb; Afbriel, whom fhe 
bare, &c.| The wife of Maxaffeh, as diftinguifhed 
from, his concubine in the next claufe ; though the 
Targum reads, in connexion with that, ‘* whom his 
Aramitefs (or Syrian) concubine bare ;” and then 
adds, who alfo are Machir the father of Gilead ; 
fo that Ariel and Machir were brethren; from 
which Afriel fprang the family of the <d/brielites, 
Numb. xxxvi. as from Machir the Machirites, 
Numb, xxvi. 29, 31- 

y. 15. And Machir took to wife the fitter of Hup- 
pim and Shuppim, whofe fifter’s name was Maachab, 
&c.] He married into the tribe of Benjamin; a 
fitter of the perfons mentioned, ¥. 12. whofe name 
was Maachah: and the name of the fecond was Zelo- 
phehad ; the fecond fon of Manaffeh, or of his pof- 
terity mentioned ; for he was not his immediate 
fon ; for he was the fon of Hepher, the fon of Gi- 
lead, the fon of Macbir, the fon of Manajffeh, Numb. 
xxvil. 1. and Zelophebad had daughters; but no fons, 
the names of his daughters are given, Numb. xxvi. 
33. and xxvii. 1. and xxxvi. 11. Fo/b. xvii. 3. 

¥. 16. And Maachab the wife of Machir bare a 


fon, and fhe called bis name Perefo, and the name of 


bis brother was Sherefo, &c.| He had both thefe 
fons by her: avd bis fons were Ulam, and Rakem, 
that is, either the fons of Pere/h or Sherefh, the nearett, 
as Kisachi obferves. 
y. 17. And the fons of Ulam, Bedan, &c.] See 
1 Sam. xii. 11. thefe were the fons of Gilead, the fon 
of Machir, the fon of Manaffeh; that is, were of his 
pofterity, or belonged to his family ; for Ulam and 
Rakem were fons of a brother of Gilead, y. 16. 
y. 18. And bis fifter Hammoleketh, &c.] ‘The 
fitter of Gilead fo named; though the Targum ren- 
- ders it that reigned; and fo Kimchi, that reigned in 
fome part of Gilead; and the Vulgate Latin verfion 


tranflates it, @ queen bare Ifpod, and Abtezer, and 


Mabalab ; Abiezer is the fame with Feezer, from whom 
a family fprung of that name, Numb. xxvi. 30. Jo/d. 
_ xvii, 2: of which Gideon was, Fudg. vi. 11. 15. 

19. And the fons of Shemida, &c.] Another 
fon of Gilead’s fitter, unlefs the fame with [hod , 


from him fprang the family of the Shemidaites, | 
‘ 2 p. 


t Nic, Abrami Pharus, 1. 9. ¢. 21. p. 242, 


of the Shechemites, as from Likhi, if he is the fame 
with Helek, as probably he may be, was the family 
of the Helekites, Numb. xxvi. 30, 31. = 
' ¥.20. And the fons of Ephraim, &c.} A fon 
of Fofeph, and father of a tribe of thisname, whofe 
genealogy through five generations follows : Shuthe- 
lath, Bered, Tabath, Eladah, Tabath ; the fecond. 
¥. 21. And Zabad his (on, &c.] Not the fon 
of Tahath the fecond latt-mentioned, but the fon 
of Ephraim,’ a fecond fon of his: and Shuthelah ; 
his fon, the fon of Zabad, called after his uncle’s 
name, ¥. 20. and Ezer, and Elead; two other fons 
of Zabad: whem the men of Gath that were born in 
that /and flew; that is, Zabad and his three fons ; 
thefe the men of Gath flew, who were Philiftings 
that dwelt there, and were originally of Egypt, and 
were born ‘in that land, but had removed into Pale/- 
tine, which had its name from them, of which 
Gath was one of its cities ; and this bordering upon 
the land of Gofben, or being near it, where the 
Tfraelites dwelt, they made inroads upon them, 
and plundered them: becaufe they came down to take 
away their cattle; and the fons, the grandfons of 
Ephraim, .refifted them, and fo were flain: and that 
the aggreffors were not the Ephraimites, who went : 
out ot Lgypt before their time, and fell upon the 
mén of Gath, born in the land of the PAiliffines, in 
order to difpoffefs them of their land and fubftance, 
and were flain by them, which is the fenfe of the 
Targum and other writers, both fewi/h and chrif- 
tian; but the men of Gath, as is clear from this 
circumftance, that they came down, as men did, 
when they went from Palefline to Egypt, not 
when they went from Egypt to Paleftine, then they 
went up ; which would have been the phrafe ufed, 
if this had been an expedition of the Epbhraimites 
into Palefline; befides, it. is not reafonable to think, 
that the Ephraimites, addicted to hufbandry and 
cattle, and not ufed to war, fhould engage in fuch 
an enterprize; but rather the men of Gath, or the 
Philiftines, who were a warlike people, and given 
to fpoil and plunder ; this, according to,a learned 
chronologer ', was 74 years after Jacob went down 
to Egypt, and 140 years before the children of J/- 
rael came from thenee. 
¥.22. And Ephraim their father mourned many 
days, &c.] For the lofs of his fon and grand- 
children ; for the above faét was done while the 
Tfraelites were in Egypt, and Ephraim the patriarch 
yet alive ; nor is there any need to fuppofe another 
Ephraim different from him: and bis brethren came to 
comfort him , fome of the heads of the other tribes of 
Jrael, particularly Manajeb, with fome of his family. 
¥. 23. And when be went in to bis wife, &c. ] 
After his grief and forrow in part at leaft had fub- 
fided : /be conceived and bare a fon ; which in fome : 
meafure made up for the lofs he had fuftained : 
and be called bis name Beriak; which fignifies being 
in evil or calamity, he being born in an evil time: 
becaufe it went evil with bis houfe;, or evil was in. 
his houfe, as Noldius™, in his family, a great ca- 
lamity had befallen it. 
y¥. 24. And his daughter was Shereb, &c.] That 
is, the daughter of Beriah; not an immediate 
daughter, but a defcendant of his, otherwife the 
fhe could not have reached the times of Fo/bua, as 
fhe did by what follows: who built Beth boron the 
nether, and the upper ; which were cities on the 
border of the tribe of Ephraim, which the Jrae/- 
ites having taken from the Canaanites, and de- 
{troyed, 
™-Ebr. Concord, Part: No. 750. p. 165. 
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itroyed, fhe rebuilt, fee Yoh. xvi. 3, 5. and Uzzen- 
foerak ; which was called after her own name, and 


_ to diftinguifh it from another, place called Uzzen ;}anointed with oil, 
* @provet of neither of them do we read elfewhere. 


y¥. 25,26, 27. And Rephab was bis fon, 8c. } 
The fon of Beriab, whofe genealogy from him is 


. traced down.to Fo/bua in this and the two follow- 
ing verfes, and ftands thus: after Rephab, Rejbeph,| Faphleti , 
Telah, Tahan, Laadan, Ammibud, Elifoama, whojcertain. 


was prince of the tribe of Ephraim in the wilder- 
nefs, Numb i. 10. then Now or Nan, whofe fon 
was Fehofoua or Fofoua. 

y¥. 28. And their poffefions and habitations, 8cc.] 
That is, of the fons of Ephraim, when come into 
the land of Canaan: were Bethel, and the towns 
thereof; the villages belonging to it,, which was for- 
merly called Luz, and was the border of Ephraim, 
Fof. xvi. 2. and eoftward Naaran ; the fame with 
Naarath, Fofo. xvi. 7. and weftward Gezer, with 
rhe towns thereof; of which fee Yo. xvi. 3, 10. 
and Shechem alfo, and the towns thereof , which was 
a city of refuge in mount Epbraim, JFofb. XxX. 7. 
unto Gaza, and the towns thereof, not Gaza, a 
city of the Pbiliftines, for the tribe of Ephraim 
did not reach fo far ; the Targum calls it diab ; it 
may be read Ad-aza, as in the margin’ of our 
bibles. . . 

¥. 29. And by the borders of the children of Ma- 
naffeh, &c.] Of the half-tribe of Manaffeb on this 
fide Yordan : near to them the Epraimites dwelt, 
even near to Beth/bean and ber towns, Taanach and 
her towns, Megiddo and ber towns, Dor and ber 
towns; of all which places fee Fob. xvii. 11. ih 
thefe dwelt the children of Fofeph the fon of Ifrael ; the 
Epbraimites, in thofe. mentioned in ¥. 28. andthe 
Manaffites, in thofe that are here mentioned’; who 
were both the children or pofterity of Yo/epb, the 
beloved fon of J/rael. 

¥. 30, 31. The fon of Alber, &c.] Which, and 
his two grandfons born before Facob went down 
to Egypt, are here reckoned as in Gem. xlvi, 17. 
only itis here added Malchiel his fecond grand- 
fon, who is the father of Birzavith 5 which Farchi 
interprets, prince of a city of this name, which 
fignifies pure oil ; which it might have from the 
abundance of olives about it, Aber being a tribe 
which abounded -with them, fee Deut. xxxiii. 24. 
though fome of the Radbdins take it to be the name 
of a man, whofe daughters they fay, as Farchi 
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anoint with, and were married to ie bevaiiaty. 


‘| oy. 92. dnd Heber, &e.) -T ni orhesen 


of Afoer, and fon of Beriab: begat Fa; 

Shomer, and Hotham, and Shuab their fyp 
on the borders of Ephraim is called tl 
paenents from this Fag 


¥. 33. And the fons of Yaphlet, Pafa 
hal, and Afovath, thefe are the children of 
Of whom we read*not eliewhere. e 
¥. 34. And: the fons of Shamer, &c.] Or& 
mer, the brother of Fapblety¥. 32. Abi, and Rob- 
gab, Febubbab, and Aram, of whom nothing is 
known but their names. © ~ stash Lage 
¥.-35. And the fons of bis brother Helem, &c.} Or 
Helem his brother, that is, the brother of Shomer. 
who, according to Hillerus*, is Hotham, Ye gay 
Zepbab, and Inna, and Shelefb, and Amal 5 ni 
where elfe. mentioned. ) enema 
¥.36, 37. And the fons of Zophab, bce.) — ' 
eldeft of the fons of Helem: Suab, and Haruepber, 
and Shual, and Beri, and Imrab, Bexer,-and Hod, 
and Shamma, and Shilfoab, and Ithran, and Beera ; 
in all eleven, | SRD aaah At 


¥. 38. And the fous of Fether, 8c.) ~The fame 


with Ithran, the laft of Zopbak’s fons but one, 


37. Jephunneb, and Pifpab, and Ara~; not Fephun- 
neh the father of Caleb ; he was not of the tribe of 
Afber, but of Fudab. Ji eam danas ¢ 
¥. 39. And the fons of Ulla, &c.] «Who eithe 
was the fon of 4va, laft mentioned, or another fon’ 
of Fether : Arab, and Aniel, and Rezia ; here ends 
the genealogy of Afer, the laft-of the tribes;.Dan 
and Zebulun, not being reckoned at alk ~ 
¥..40.. All thefe were the children of Afber, beads 
of their father’s boufe, &cc.] Principal men in their 
tribe, and refpective families: choice and. mighty 
men of valour; thefe were fome feleéted from others, 
being eminent for their courage and valour: cbjef 
of the princes; or chief princes ; the Vulgate Latin. 
verfion is, dukes of dukes, they were heads of 
their fatkers families :-and the number throug 
the. genealogy that were apt to WRI 2 vd 
was 26,coo; thatis, in the days of David, yy. 
this was the number, not.of their chief men, nor 
of all the people in the tribe, but of their militia. 


this chapter the genealogy of the tribe of, review: is made, chiefly: for the fake jainastaer 


N 

i Benjamin is re-confidered, and. feveral of the|his pofterity, the firft king 
principal men and families in it are taken notice}it, and. in whole pofterity 
of, which were not before; or a farther account| 4/bbel the fecond, fuppofed to be the 
is given of them, as of the fons and grandfons of|diael, ch. vii. 6. fee Gen. xlvi, 21, and Abara 
Benjamin, y.1—5. of Ehud, ¥.5, 6,7. of Sheba-\third; the fame with Aber, ch. vii. 12, anc 

raim, ¥.8—11. of Elpaal and Beriah, ¥. 12—18.| Abiram, Numb. xxvi. 38. . 
_ of Shimbi, ¥. 19—21. of Shafbak, ¥.22—25. off x. 2. Nobab the fourth, and R 
Ferobam, ¥.26, 27. of Febiel the father of Gibeon,|Nobab is fappofed. by fome to 
¥w28—32. of Ner, and particularly Saul, y¥. 33.|.Becher, ch. vii. 6. and by o 

~ and of Fonathan, and his pofterity, ¥. 34—40. 


_ * * 
» y. 1. Now Benjamin begat Bela bis firft-born, 
&c.] See ch. vii. 6. The genealogy of the tribe]and Abibud.| The firft ¢ 
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Gen. xlvi. 21, as Raphay the fe é 

there, ». Jt 1A ry PP 5 
yf. 3. The fons of Bela were Ada 


of Benjamin is reveiwed, becaufe it joined and kept|the fame with 4rd, ment ; ned 


clofe with Judab in the worthip of God, went into| Benjamin, Gen. xlvi. 21. 
captivity, and retutned out of it with it ; and this|fons, | fee Numb, xxvi.- C 
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¥. 4,5. And Abifoua, and Naaman, and Aboab, 


were a 
Naaman is reckoned among the fons of Benjamin, 
Gen. xlvi. 21. and from this grandfon, the family 
of the Naamanites are named, Numb xxvi. 40. 
and Ahoab is by fome thought to be the fame with 
Ecki, mentioned in Gen. xlvi. 21.,as one of Ben- 
jemin’s fons. Some take the three laft to be the 
fons of Ebud, {poken of in the next verfe ; but She- 
pbhupban and Huram feem to be the fame with Sha- 
pham and Hupham, Numb. xxvi. 39. 

¥. 6. And thefe are the fons of Ehud, &c | Not 
he that, was a judge in Hrael, Fudg. iii. 15. but per- 
haps a ion of Auram the laft mentioned , for not the 
three laft are his fons, as fome think, but the three 
following in the next verfe ; what follows being to 
be read in a parenthefis : (the/e are the beads of the 
fathers of the inbabitants of Geba); a city in the 
tribe of Benjamin, Fofh. xviii. 24. mamely thofe 
fons of Ehud, after mentioned, ,were principal men 
in that tribe, and chief of the inhabitants of the 
city of Geba : and they removed them to Manabath , 
the name of a country referred to in ch. ii. 52, 
54. according to Farchi, which was in the tribe of 
Judah ; Geba being too ftrait, either the inhabi- 
tants of Geba removed them, or they removed 
themfelves, or. their fathers removed them, ¥. 7. 
or it may be read imperfonally, they were removed 
thither for the fake of a better habitation; the 
Targum adds, ‘‘ to the Jand of the houfe of E/au,” 
to Edom; which is not likely. 

¥. 7. And Naaman, and Abiah, and Gera, &c.) 
Or, to wit, Naaman, &c. fo the words are to be 
connected with, thefe are the fons of Ehud, inthe 
preceding verfe: be removed them, to the above 
place, that is, either Gera, or rather Ehud, he ad- 
vifed them, dire¢ted and enjoined them to go thi- 
ther, as being moft convenient for them: and he 
begat Uzza and Abibud, after he had removed his 
other fons. 

¥. 8. dud Shabaraim, &c.]° Who was either a: 
fon of Zbibud, or rather a brother of his; another 
fon of Ebud: begat children in the country of Moab ; 
whither he might go on account of the famine, as 
Elimelech did, Ruth i, 1. after be bad fent them 
away; which fome underftand of thofe that were 
removed from Geba to Manabath, ¥. 6. but a 
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¥. 11. And of Hufdim be begat Abitub, and E& 


and Shephuphan, and Huram.} Thee bag] Before’ he’ fent her away, or divorced her, 
the fons of Bela ; one of the name of|y.8. . 


¥. 12. The fous of Elpaal, Eber, and Mifbas 
and Shamed, &c.|  Befides thofe in x. 14. 19, - 
who built Ono, and Lod, with the towns thereof ;, 
hot Shamed but E/paai his father, fo the Targum ; 


and the Talmudifts fay °, thefe were walled cities from 


the days of Fofhua the fon of Nun, and were de- 
ftroyed in the days of the concubine in Givea, and 
Elpaal came and rebuilt them ; they were inhabited 
by the Benjaminites, upon their return from the Ba- 
bylonifo captivity, Neb. xi. 35. they were near to 
each other; according to a ewi/h chronologer-?, 
it was three miles from the one tothe other; Lod is 
the fame with Lydda, in Ads ix. 32. 25. 38. 

¥. 13. Beriab alfo, and Shema, &c.) .Thefe 
were fons of Elpaal: who were heads of the fathers 
of the inhabitants of Aijalon; which, though in 
the tribe of Dan, Fofb. xix. 42. might afterwards 
come into the poffeffion of Benjamin; or this may 
be another place of the fame name in Benjamin; 
or however, might be inhabited by Benjaminites, 
upon the return from captivity, who defcended 
from thofe men : who drove away the inhabitants of 
Gath; difpoffefied them of their city, in, revenge for 
what they had done to the Ephraimites, ch. vii. 2. 

¥. 14, And Abio, Shafbak, . and Ferimoth.| 
Thefe were alfo fons of Elpaal. 

¥. 15, 16. dnd Zebadiab, &c.} And all that 
follow in this and the next verfe were the fons of 
Beriab the fon of Elpaal; namely, Arad, Ader, 
Michael, Ifpab, and Foba. 

¥.17, 18. And Lebadiah, and Mefbullam, &c.]} 
Thefe, with thofe that follow, Hezeki, Heber, Jb- 
merai, ‘fezliah, and Fobab, were the fons of E/paal. 

¥. 19,20, 21. And Fakim, &c.] With all the 
reft in thefe verfes, namely, Zichri, Zabdi, Elienat, 
Zilthai, Eliel,’ Adaiab, Beraiah, and Shimratbh, 
were the fons of Shimbi, the fame with Shema bro- 
ther of Beriab, and fon of E/paal, ¥. 13. 

¥. 22, 23, 24,25. And Ifbpan, and Heber, &c.] 
And all that follow to the end of thefe-veries, 
Eliel, Abdon, -Lichri, Hanan, -Hananiah, Elam, 
Antothijah, Iphedeiah, and: Penuel, were the fons of 
Shafhak, another fon of E/paal, y¥. 14. 

y¥. 26, 27. And Shamfherai, &c.) Who, with 
thofe next mentioned, Shebariah, Athaliah, Fare- 


different word is here ufed ; and befides Shabaraim|fiab, Eliah, and Zichri, were the fons of Ferobam, 


feems to be one of thofe that were removed. Kimchi 
takes Shilbo-otham, we render, had fent them away, 
to be the name of ‘his firft wife of whom he begat 


- children in Moab; but it feems beft to render and 


fathers , of the hovles or families of their father. |That is, Yebéel’s, the father or prince of Gibeon ; 


© 


we 
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interpret the words in’ connexion with what fol- 


lows : he begat children in Moab, after be bad fent\ 


them away, even Hufhim and Baara: bis wives , 
after he had divorced them for fome reafons he 
had, he begat children of another wife, after men- 
tioned. 

_ 9, 10. And be begat of Hodefh bis wife, &c.] 
That is, he, I fay, begat, namely, Shabaraim ; 
the Targum makes this Hodefh to be the fame with 
Baara, called fo, becaufe fhe was newly efpoufed ; 
but wrongly: the fons begotten of her were the 
feven following ; Fobab, Zibia, Mefha, Malcham, 
eux, Shachia, and Mirma: Thefe were his fons ; the 
fons of Shabaraim by his wife Hodefh: beads of the 


Ae 


© T. Hierof. Megillah, fol. 70.1. & T. Bab Megillah, fol. 4. 1. 


‘moth Rabba, §. 40. fol. 138. 4. | 
oot 


a 


who perhaps is the fame with Ferimoth, another fon 
of Elpaal, ¥. 14. who makes a confiderable figure 
in this genealogy. Kimchi obferves that it is a 
tradition %, that this L/iab is Elijah the prophet, 
who was of the feed of Rachel. 
¥. 28. Thefe were heads of the fathers, by their 
generations, chief men, Se.| All from y. 14. the 
fons of Zipaal and their fons: sthefe dwelt in Ferus~ 
falem; part of which always ‘belonged to the tribe 
of Benjamin, fee Fofb. xv. 63. and xviii. 28. 

y¥. 29. And at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, 
&c.} The builder of the city, and prince of the 
inhabitants of it, which was in the tribe of Benja- 
min, Fofb. xviii. 25. whofe name was Febiel, ch. 
ix. 35. (whofe wife's name was Maachab) of which 
name were many, fee ch. ii. 48. and iii. 2. and. 
Vii. 16.» 

¥. 30, 31. And bis firft-born fon Abdon, &c.| 


other 
So the Targum. P Juchafin, fol. 39. 2. @ She- 
F 
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other fons follow: Zur, Kifb, Baal, Nadab, Ge-| y. 36. And Abaz + exeatnare &c 
dor, Abio, and Zacher , called. Zechariah, ch. ix.| Farah, ch, ix. 42. and fehoadab begat 2 
37. and between Baal and Nadab, Ner is placed, | Azmaveth, and Zimri, and Zimri begat Moxa 
®;. 35. and another fon is added at the end of y. |fame account is given, ch. 1X. 426 . 
37, Mikloth next mentioned. ¥. 37. dnd Moxa begat Binea, Rapba v 
y¥. 32. And Mikloth begat Shimeab, &c.] Cal-|fen, &c.} Called’ Rephaiab, ch. ix. 43. Elafa hi 
led Shimeam, ch. ix. 38. and thefe alfo dwelt with \fon; whofe name is Eleafab, ch. ix. 43. Azel bi 7 
their brethren in Ferufalem,, over againfi them; in eA. *, ; BRULEE tec 
another part of the city, right againft them. ¥. 38. And Azel had fix'fons, whofe names are 
¥. 33. And Ner begat Kifh, &c.] Whovalfo is |/befe, Azrikam, Bachem, Ibmaely Sheariah, Oba- 
called biel, as the Zargum here adds; for Ner had diah, and Hanan, &c.| Which make the. faba ; 
two names, as other Yewi/h writers likewife fay ',|mumber: a// thefe were the fons of Azel; his family 
fee 1 Sam. ix. 1. and Kifh begat Saul, the firft king | was large. gs Pi Te 
of [rael, for whofe fake chiefly the genealogy of} y¥. 39« 4nd the fons of Efbek his brother, &c.] 
Benjamin is revifed and enlarged in this,chapter: ; The brother of zel; who he was is not known, 
and Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi-foua, andj unlefs he is the fame with Ela/a, as is conjectured : 
Abinadab, and Efp-baal, fee 1 Sam. xxxi. 2. Abi-| were Ulam bis firft-born, Fehufo the fecond, and Eli- 
nadab is called Ihui, 1 Sam. xiv. 49. and Ejb-\phelet the third. st fa)» tae aoe Di 
baal is the fame with Jhbofbeth, 2 Sam. ii. 8.10.| . 40. And the fons of Ulam were mighty men of 
fo Baal and Bofheth are ufed of the fame idol of | valour, &c.] Men of great forticadand! aalliae 
which they are names, Ho/. ix. 10. though their names are not exprefled: archers ; 
Ve 34. And the fon of Jonathan was Merib-baal, | fkilful in the ufe of the bow and arrows, as the 
&c.] The fame with Mephibofbeth, 2 Sam. iv. 4.; Benjaminites formerly were famous for flinging ftones : 
and ix. 6. fo Ferub-baal is called Ferub-befbeth,| and had many fons, and fons fous, 1503 fo that the ° 
FJudg. vi. 32. 2 Sam. xi. 21. and Merib-baal begat|pofterity of Fonathan, whofe genealogy is drawn 
Micah; called his young fon in David's time,|down from ¥. 34. -hither, were very great; and 
2 Sam. 1X. 12. greater ftill, according to the Vulgate Latin ver- 
¥. 35. And the fons of Micah were, Pithon, and fion, in which the number is 150,009 in the edi- 
Melech, and Tarea, and Abaz.| The laft but one | tion of Sixtus the 5th, and fo in moft MSS. of that 
is called Tehrea, ch..ix. 41, where Abax is left) verfion*®: all thefe are of the fons of Benjamin, his 
out, though fupplied in our verfion. | pofterity, whofe names are given in this chapter, | 


» Per 


Gert APs EX. 


from Babylon upon the proclamation of Cyr#s, and 
enjoyed their former poffeflions, and dwelt in the 
cities they had before, or in fuch as were allotted 
them, or they chofe: were,. the [raelites, the priefts, 
Levites, and the Netbinims; the whole bedy that 
returned were divided into four clafies, as they had 
been before the captivity ; the J/raelites were the 
common people in general, the body politic; the 
priefts, the ecclefiafticks, who officiated in facred 
things ; the Levives, who miniftred to them; and 
the Nethinim-were fuch perfons as were given, as 
the word fignifies, to do fervile work for the fanc- 
tuary, as to be hewers of wood and drawers of wa- 
&c.}_ Not now by the writer of this book in the} ter; fuch, were the Gibeonites, Fo/b. ix. 27. and fuch 
preceding chapters; for two of the tribes are not/as were appointed by David for fach work, fee 


HE genealogies of the feveral tribes being 
reckoned at all, and the reft but in part ; but = Vili. 20. 


given, according as they were written in the 
book of the kings of J/rae/, ¥. t. anaccount follows 
of thofe who firft fettled in eru/alem after their re- 
turn from the Badbylonifh captivity ; of the I/raelites, 
¥. 2—g. of the priefts, ¥. 10—13. of the Levites, 
and of the charge and offices of {everal of the priefts 
and Levites, y. 14——-34. and the chapter is con- 
cluded with a repetition of the genealogy of the 
anceftors and pofterity of Saul king of Irael, y. 


35446 


y. 1. So all Ifrael were reckoned by genealogies, 


had been kept an exact account of them: and be-| y. 3. And in Ferufalem dwelt of the children of 
bold, they were written in the book of the kings of \Fudab, and of the children of Benjamin, &c.| Of 
frael; not in the canonical book, or books of | which tribes were the largeft number that went into, 
and returned out of, captivity’: and of the children ~ 
of Ephraim and Manafeb , fach of thofe tribes who ~ 
had joined the others when Fereboam introduced 
out of which this writer, under a divine direction, | his idolatry, or had fled to them when Samaria 
had taken what was proper to be continued, and/! was befieged and taken by Salmanefer, and fo went 
had carried the genealogy down to the captivity of| into captivity with Fudab, and now returned; < 
the ten tribes; but the genealogy being loft with|as many of them as. took the advantage of the pro 
them, he could proceed no farther, nor fay any thing| clamation of Cyrus, who were carried captive 
sore concerning them: dut Fudah; for fo the|the ten tribes. Aas 5% aia 
word fhould be ftopped, and read according to the] 4. Uthai the fon of Ammibud, 8 
Hebrew accents: who were carried away to Babylon| Athaiah, Nib. xi. 4. though his anc 
for their tranfgrefion ; their idolatry, and were now| differently reckoned here; his gen 
returned again; of them the writer propofes to|traced from his father Amuanbua 
give a farther account. . Imri, Bani, Pharez, to Fudeb. 
ye. 2. Now the firft inbabitants that dwelt in their| y. 5. And of the. Shilonites, &e.] 4 
poffefions in their cities, &c.) Who firft recurned|from the city of Shilo, which was 
. 
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* Vajikra Rabba, §. 9. fol. 152. 4. * See James of the @ontrariety of the p ibles, p. 294. 
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» kings, but in the annals, journals, and diaries 
which each king took care to be kept with fome 
exactnefs, often referred to in the preceding books ; 
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whereas. thefe here intended were of the tribe of 
Judah, and were either the defcendants of a man, 
’ whofe name was Shiloni, Neb. xi. 5. or rather thefe 
are the fame with the Shelabites, Numb. xxvi. 20. 
fo called from Shelab the fon of Fudab; and fo 
the Targum here is, ** and of the tribe of Shelah :” 
' Afaiah the firft-born, and bis fons; the fame with 
Maafeiah, Neb. xi. 5. 
¥. 6. And of the fams of Zerab, &c.] Another 
fon of Yudab: Feuel, and their brethren, 690; or 
their kinfmen ; for this number includes all of the 
polterity of Pharez, Shelah and Zerab mentioned. 
¥. 7. And of the fons of Benjamin, &c.| Who 
were of the tribe of Senjamin, and went with Fu- 
deb into captivity, and returned with them, and 
juch of them as dwelt in Yeru/alem before that : 
Sallu the fon of Mefbullam ; whofe pedigree is diffe- 
rently given, Neb. xi. 7. the fon of Hodoviah, the 
Jon of Haffenuek perhaps thefe men had two names, 
there called Yoel and Pedaiah, _ ; 
¥.8. And lbneiah the fon of Ferobam, &c.] Who 
with two more, L/ab and Mefbullam, whofe an- 
ceftors are given, of whom we have no mention 
eliewhere, were all of the tribe of Benjamin, faid to 
fettle at Ferufalem. \ 
. ¥. 9: And their brethren, according to their ge- 
nerations, 95°, &c.} Which was the number of 
the Benjamuinites,’there refident put together, and 
which greatly exceeded that of Judah, y¥. 6. ali 
thefe men were chief of the fathers in the boufe of 
their fathers; principal men in the families of the 
tribes of Fudabh and Benjamin, even all the feven 
before mentioned. if a 
¥. 10. And of the priefis, &c.] Who returned 
and dwelt at Ferufalem: Fedaiah, and Febsiarib, 
and Fachin ; Fedaiah was the fon of Feboiarib, and 
Fachin is called Fachin, Neb. xi. 10. 
¥. 11. And Azariab the fon of Hilkiab, &c. | 
That is, the fon of zariab, whofe name was 
Seraiah, fee ch. vi. 13, 14. Neb. xi. 1. whofe pe- 
digree is traced up from Hilkiah through Mefbul- 
lam, called Shallum, ch. vi. 12, 13. Zadok, -Me- 
vaioth, to Abitub, the ruler of the houfe of God 
high-prieft in it; which is to be underftood of 4di- 
tub, and not of Azariab or Seraiah in the time of 
Ezra ; tor Fofoua was then high-prieft. 
¥.12. And Adaiah the fon of Ferobam, the fon 
of Pafeur, &c.] In this genealogy between 7e- 
robam and Pafbur, were three more here omitted, 
Pelaliah, Amzi, Zechavieh, Neb. xi. 12. and then 
Pafbur the fon of Malchijah, as here: and Mabafai 
the fon of Adiel; whofe pedigree is traced up from 
hence, through Fabzerab, Mefbullam, Mefbille- 
mith, to Immer ; one of the five heads of the courfes 
fettled by David, ch. xxiv. 14, The name of 
this man, and of his anceftors, are given, with 
fome variation, in Neb. xi. 14. i 
¥.13. And their brethren, beads of the houfe of 
their fathers, 1760. ] Thefe, with other priefts, 
made up this number, which was greater than 
thofe of Fudeb and Benjamin that dwelt in Feru- 
falem, put together: very able men for the work 
of the fervice of the houfe of God; men that had 
not only. ftrength of body, which fome part of 
the work of the priefts required ; but had courage 
and fortitude of mind to fet about the fervice of 
God with chearfulnefs, and to preférve it from 
~ corruption. 
y. 14. And of the Levites, &c.] Having given 
‘an account of the two firft claffes of the’ people. 
the J/raelites and priefts ; the author of the book 
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now proceeds to the Levites, the third clafs: and. 
the firft mentioned is Shemaiah, whofe anceftorg 
Hafbub, Azrikam, and Hafbabiah, were of the fons of 
Merari ; the third fon of Levi. a 

¥.15. And Bakbakkar, Herefh, and Galal, and 
Mattaniah, &c.| Fourmore of the chief of the 
Levites, the pedigree of the laft of which is traced 
up by Micab and Zichri to Afaph, the finger in the 
times of David, a defcendant of Gerfbon, the firft 
fon of Levi; the firlt of thefe is thought by Hille- 
rus * to be the fame with Bakbukiah; Neb. xi, 
‘7. Vk. 

¥. 16. Aud Obadiah the fon of Shemaiab, &c. | 
Called 4bdah the fon of Shammua, Neb. xi. 17. 
the fon of Galal, the fon of ‘eduthun; who was 
Ethan, another of the fingers in the time of David: 
and Berechiah the fon of Aja, the fon of Elkanah, 
that dwelt in the villages of the Netophathites ; the 
villages about Netophab, which was in the tribe of 
Judab, ch. ii. 54. Neb. vii. 26. which may be 
underftood either of E/kanab, the anceftor of Bere- 
chiab, whofe dwelling was there; or of Berechiab, 
and muft be rendered, who had dwelt there; for 
now he dwelt at Ferufalem. 

W. 17. And the porters, &c.] Or keepers of the 
gates of the tabernacle: were Shallum, and Akkub, 
and Talmon, and Abiman, and their brethren, Shal- 
lum was the chief; of thefe four porters, and their 
brethren. : 

¥. 18. Who hitherto waited in the king’s gate eaft- 
ward, &c.] _ At the gate through which the king 
went into the temple, and was at the eaft of it; 
and here thefe porters were placed in the fame or- 
der after the captivity, and their return from it, as 
betore: they were porters in the companies of the 
children of Levi; or in the camp of Levi, which 
was placed around the tabernacle, as in the wil- 
dernefs : the Septuagint verfion is, thefe are the gates 
of the camp of the children of Levi; at which thefe 
porters were placed. 

¥.19. And Shallum the fon of Kore, &c.] The 
fame as in y. 17. whofe pedigree is traced up to Edi- 
afaph the fon of Korab, fee Exod. vi. 24. and his 
brethren, of the houfe of his father, the Korabites ; 
fo called, becaufe they defcended from Korab: 
were over the work of the fervice, keepers of the’ 
Sates of the tabernacle; until the temple was built : 
and their fathers being over the hoft of the Lord; 
the Levites, who were the Lord’s army, and whofe 
fervice is reprefented as a warfare, Numb. iv. 5. 
were keepers of the entry; into the tabernacle, that 
none might enter that were impure; or into the 
court of the priefts, excepting priefts ; or into the 
holieft of all, as Kimchi fugeetts. 

¥. 20. And Phinebas the fon of Eleazar was the 
ruler over them in time pafl, &c.| Over the hoft, 
over the Levites, and the chief of them ; which is to 
be underftood of Phinebas the fon of Eleazar, in the 
time of Mofes, who fucceeded his father in that ' 
pott, fee Numbd. iii. 32. though fome think, as 
Kimchi obferves, that this was not Phinebas the 
prieft, but a certain Levite of this name in this 
poft ; but fince he is faid to be in time patt, it may 
very well be underftood of him: and it alfo is ob- 
ferved, and the Lord was with him; infpiring him 
with zeal for his honour and glory, affifting and 
{trengthening him to do his will and work, as par- 
ticularly in the affair of Zimri, Numb. xxv. 7, 8. 
the Targum is, ‘ the Word of the Lord was for 


his help ;” this may be faid for the encouragement. 
ys at. 
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of him that was in the fame office now. 


t Onomattic. Sacr. p. gor. 548. 
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“the times of David; but it feems rather td refpect’ 


s 


ae. | ee 


‘yt. 21. And Zechariah the fon of Mefbelemiab, ! al be: nftruments of 
acer fhe. mf to 


&c.] Some think this refers to one that was in 


one that was after the Babylonifh captivity, fee ch. 
xxvi. 1,2. though he and his brethren were in an 
office eftablifhed in the times of David, and the 
order of which was now, as then obferved: was 
porter of the door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation; whg was the chief porter, and kept the 
door; either that led into the outer court, and kept 
out all unclean perfons from entring there; or that 
which led into the court of the priefts, that none 
but priefts might enter there. — 

¥. 22. All thofe that were chofen to be porters in 
the gates, were 212, &c.] As fixed in the. days 
of David, and might not be fewer: thefe were 
reckoned by their genealogies in their villages ; where 
they dwelt: whom David and Samuel the feer did 
ordain in their fet office; the fcheme was firft drawn 
by Samuel the. prophet, and communicated to 
David, who put it into execution,’ to be conftantly 
and perpetually obferved. 

yy. 23. So they and their children had the over- 
fizht of the gates of the houfe of the Lord, &c.] 
They that were appointed in David’s time to watch 
the gates of the temple, their pofterity fucceeded 
them in that office; for it was hereditary : namely, 
the houfe of the tabernacle by wards; that which 
was at Gideon in David’s time, and now one was 
erected until the temple was built. 

y. 24. In four quarters were the porters, &c.| 
For, according to the Targum on ¥. 22. there were 
24 wards: towards the eaft, weft, north and fouth , 
and as the fame paraphrafe has it, fix wards to the 
eaft, fix to the weft, fix to the-north, and fix to 
the fouth. 

y. 25. And their brethren which were in their 
villages, &c.| Affigned them to dwell in: were 
to come after feven days from time to time with them; 
there was a new courfe of them every week ; the 
old ones went off of duty, and another courfe fuc- 
ceeded, which came out of the villages where they 
dwelt, and the old courfe retired to theirs. 

y.26. For thefe Levites, the four chief porters 
were in their fet office, &c.} The four chief por- 
ters who were over all the 212, and had one over 
them, ¥. 17. thefe were never changed, nor went 
into the country-villages ; but were always upon 
the fpot, and in their office fuper-intending the 
reft : and were over the chambers and treafuries of 
the bou'e of Gods fee ch. xxvi. 20. 


y.27. And they lodged round about the boufe of 


God, &c.] In chambers on the outward wall 
about it, that they might be near to do their of- 
fice: becauje the charge was upon them; to guard 
the houfe: and the opening thereof every morning 
pertained to them, that is, the opening of the 
doors of the mountain of the houfe, and the court 
of women ; for as for others, that appertained to 
the priefts, as Dr. Lightfoot * obferves; under the 
fecond temple, it is faid “, Ben Geber was over the 


fhutting of the gates in the evening, and fo of 


opening in the morning. 

y. 28. And certain of them had the charge of 
the miniftring-veffels, that they foould bring them in 
and out by tale. Which the priefts ufed in fa- 
crificing, and which the Levites brought to them, 
and returned again to their proper places. . ’ 

¥. 29. Some of them alfo were appointed to over- 


¥ Temple-Service, ¢ 7. §. 1: 
& Tamid, c. 1. §. 3. i 


that were made in the pans; the mea offe ‘ing ‘ 


_. .”™ Mifn. Shekalim, c. 5. §. 1. 
2 Vid. Sheringham. in Mifn, Yoma, ¢. ah 3. p. 16. 
‘ ‘2 ‘ ‘ _ ; 


delivered them out on o 
was to fee that they were retur 
done their uf and ferviees 
the wine, and the oil, and the’ 
pices; which were ufed in meat-offerir 
offerings, &c. fee ch. xxvi. 20. under 
temple, Abiab was over the libations 
offerings *. € 

¥. 30. And fome of the fons of the prie 
the ointment of the fpices.| For though the Lev 
had the care of ‘the fpices, they might not mak 
the ointment with them, only the priefts, fee Exea 
XXX. 23. 1 toy 

‘y¥: 31. And Mattithiah, one of the Levites, 
was the firft-born of Shallum the Korabite, 8c.) 
whom fee ¥. 19. had the Jet office over 
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were made in pans; and fo had the eare of 
flour, oil, and frankincenfe ufed in them, 
he delivered to the priefts when neceflary, fee Lev. 
li. 5. the Septuagint verfion is, ** over the works 
of the facrifice of the pan of the high-prieft ;” as” » 
if it refpeéted peculiarly his meat-offering, Ley.’ 
vi. 20, 21. we read in the Mi/uab” of the offer- 
ings of the high-prieft, as expreffed-by this word, 
which it fignifies, and not pans, but what was 
fried in them*; and Ben Melech on the place YS, 
this man was an high-prieft who. offered every day 
the 10th part of an ephab in a pan, half of it in 
the morning, and half of it in the evening, accord- 
ing to Lev. vi. 20. but that cannot be, ‘for certain’ 
it is he was a Levite, as the text exprefits it. - 

¥. 32. And other of their brethren of the fons of 
the Kobathites, were over the fhew-bread to prepare’ 
it every fabbath.| Twelve loaves of which were 


fet every: week before the ark upon the fhew bread- 


table, and the old ones taken away: now the work, 
of thefe Levites was to make this (iets Bea gat 
get it ready every week to be fet upon the table, and 
which was done not by them, but by priefts; under ~ 
the fegond temple, the family of Garmu was fet 


over this work *, 


¥. 33. and thefe are the fingers, chief of the fa- 
thers of the Levites, &c.] chet +X <n 
employed ih finging, and were miafters of the fong, 
and prefided in that fervice, fee ch. vi. 31. who 
remaining in the chambers were free ; from all other 
work-and fervice; and there they abode, even in 
the chambers of the temple, that they might be 
near to perform their work, and not be defiled, 
and made unfit for it: for they were employed in 
that work day and night; fome or other of them, _ 
either in compofing or finging pfalms and hymns, 
or teaching others how to fing them, — 

¥. 34. Thefe chief fathers of the Levites v 
throughout their generatiuns, &c.] Even ¢ 
made mention of in this chapter: the/e dwe. 
rufalem; always refided there, and did no 
go into the-country-villages, as the inf 
did; their office requiring them to b 
there, being chief of the porters, fingers, 
had the fuperintendency and direction 

¥. 35. And in Gibeon dwelt. the fat 
&e} ie name is here ment 
not in ch. viii. 29, Febiel 
Maachab ; pity. or 
wife fometimes is, G: : 
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of the anceftors and pofterity of Saul king of I/rael , 
which is made to lead on to and connec¢t the follow- 


° 
» 
ite 


A 5 


which gives an account of the laft battle of 
Saul with the Philiftines, and of his death and bu- 
rial, is the fame with 1 Sam. xxxi. 1—13. fee the 
notes there ; the caufe of his death follows here. 
¥. 13. So Saul died for bis tranferefion, &c.] A 
violent and difhonourable death, which was fuffered 
on account of the fins he was guilty of : one was, 
which he committed againft the Lord, even againft 
the word of the Lord, which he kept not; both in 
not ftaying for Samuel the time appointed, and by 
fparing the Amalekites, whom he was bid to de- 
ftroy, 1 Sam. xiii. 13, 14. and xv. 3, 9. and alfo 
Sor afking countel of one that had a familiar /pirit, 
to enquire of it; what he fhould do with refpect ‘to 
engaging in battle with the Phili/tines, 1 Sam. xxviii. 


a 
* 


CHA 


HIS chapter treats of David’s being anoint- 


ph 


his taking Ferufalem from the Febufites, ¥. 4—9. 
the account of which we have 2 Sam. v. 6—10 
fee the notes there ; only here we are told, that it 
was Joab that {mote the Febufites firft, and fo was 
made chief captain according to David’s promife ; 
and that he alfo repaired the -reft of the city 
David built round about; perhaps the fortifications 
demolifhed in taking it, y. 6, 8. or rather, as 


CHA 


i & HIS chapter gives an account of thofe that 
came to David at different times, and joined 
and afiifted him both before the death of Saul, 
and when perfecuted by him, and after he was 
made king of Fudab in Hebron, and before he was 
king of all Jrae/, in order to it; of the Benjaminites 
that came to him when at Ziklag, ¥. 1—7. of the 
Gadites that came to him when in the hold, y. 
&§—15. of fome of Judah and Benjamin, who 
came to him in the fame place, y. 16—18. and of 
the M/gnaffites at the time he came with the Péi- 
liftines againft Saul, ¥. 19—22. and the number 
of the fevera] tribes are given, that came to him at 
Hebron to make him king over all Srael, y. 
23—40. 

y.1. Now thefe are they that came to David to 
Liklog, &c.} Given him by Achifh to live in, 
when he fled from Saul, 1 Sam. xxvii. 6. while be 
yet kept himfelf clofe, becaufe of Saul the fon of Kipp; 
when he was an exile from his own country, and 
obliged to live retire in a foreign one, becaufe of 


bane DN Myr Vivas confervavit urbis reliquias, Junius & Tyemellius ; Strigelius in Poli Synopf. in loc. 


Kennicot’s State of the Hebrew text, diflert. 1. P- §4. 
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nee to the end chapter is a repetition | 


21 
ing hiftory of the kings of Yudeb, begun in this 
book, and carried on in the next unto the Babylonifh 


captivity, fee ch, viii, 29—40. and the notes theres 


Ci: A Pio 
aes chapter from y. 1. to the end of y, 12.[8, 1 


5. which to do was contrary to an exprefs 
command of God, Lev. xix. 31. 

¥. 14. And enquired not of the Lord, &c.] For 
though -he did enquire in fome fenfe in an exter- 
nal, carelefs, and hypocritical manner, yet not done 
ferioufly, fincerely, and heartily, nor with conitancy 5 
it was accounted as if he enquired not at all, fee 
1 Sam. xxviii. 6. the Targum adds another reafon 
of his death, becaufe he killed the priefts of Nob 
but that is not in the text: therefore he flew him; 
or fuffered him to be flain: and turned the kingdom 
unto David the fon of Feffe; tranflated the king- 
dom of [rael, out of Saul’s family upon his death, 
into Fefe’s, even unto David; for the fake of 


which obfervation, this fhort account is given of 
the laft end of Sau/. 


Bef XT, 


others give the fenfe, he /aved alive * thefe that re- 


ed king by all J/rael, ¥. 1—3. which agrees|mained in the city, after he had flain the lame and 
with 2 Sem. v. 1, 2, 3. fee the notes there, and of|the blind; 


though a learned ‘writer conjectures 
it fhould be read, and Joab 7) was made sy 
the governor of the city; and the Targum is, “* Foad 
governed the reft of the city.” And then follows 
an account of David’s mighty men and worthies, 
¥. 10—41. of whom fee the notes on 2 Sam. xxiii, 
¥. 8—39. and others are added here, y. 42—47. 
of whom we know no more than their names. 


Pri 


Saul’s perfecution of him; and feeking to take 
away his life : and they were among the mighty men, 
helpers of the war not againft Saul, with whom 
David had none, but with the Amalekites, and others, 
1 Sam. xxvii. 8. and xxx. 16, 17. 

¥. 2. They were armed with bows, &c.] Much 
ufed in war in thofe. times: and could ufe both the 
right-hand and the left, in hurling ftones, and fhoot- 
ing arrows out of a bow, they. were ambi-dexters ; 
who could fling ftones, or fhoot arrows, with 
either, which was no {mall advantage to them: 
even of Saul’s brethren of Benjamin, they were of 
the tribe of Benjamin, of which Sau/ was, and fo 
his brethren; and they might be, at leaft fome of 
them, his relations and kinfmen ; who obferving; 
the unreafonablenefs of Sau/’s enmity to David, and 
detefting his cruelty, and fenfible of the innocence 
of David, and of the fervice he had done his coun- 
try; and perhaps not being ignorant of his ‘divine 
right and-title to the kingdom, went over to him to 
comfort, ftrengthen and affift him, 


y. 34 
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¥. 3. The chief was Ahiezer, then Foafh, the|they.were fuch afterwards in David's army 3) one of 
fons of Shemaah the Gibeathite, &c.] Who was of \the leaf? was over 100, and the greateft over 1000 5 
Gibeah, in the tribe of Benjamin, fometimes called/not that they were fo when they came, or brought 
Gibeah of Benjamin, and of Sanl, it being his birth-jover fuch a number of men with them under their 
place, fee 1 Sam. xi. 4. and xiii. and fo thefe might|command ; but they were promoted by David when 
be fome of his kindred : and Feziel, and Pelet, the\he came to the throne, to be centurions and chi- 
fons of Azmaveth , there is one of this name injliarchs; according to Yarchi, the fenfe is, that 
the pofterity of Yonathan, ch. viii. 36. who might|the leaft of them would put to flight, and purfue 
be fo called after fome of his relations : and Be-}100, and the greateft of them 1000, and fo ful- 
rachab, and Febu the Antothite,; or Anathothite, as\filled the paffage in Lev. xxvi. 8. Te. 
the Vulgate Latin verfion, who was of Anathoth, a} ¥. 15. Lhefe are they that went over Fordan 
city in the tribe of Benjamin, the native place of |in the firft month, &c.| The month Nifan or 4d; 
Feremiah the prophet. as they muft come over Fordan to come to David, 

y¥. 4. And Ihmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man\fince they dwelt on the other fide of it: whem it 
among the 30, and over the 30, &c.] That came |4ad overfiown all its banks , as it did at this time 
with him, and he had the command of; this man}of the year, fee Zo. iii. 15. which is obferved to 
was of Gideon, another city in the tribe of Benja-\fhew both the time of the year when they came 
min, Fofb. xviii. 25. and Feremiah, and Fabaziel, over, and their zeal and ardour to affift David, and 
and Fohanan, and fofabad the Gederathite ; one of (their baldnefs and intrepidity ; fearlefs of danger, 


Gedera, a city in the tribe of Fudab, perhaps on 
the borders of that and Benjamin ; Ferom fpeaks of 
it as belonging to the country of the city #lia or 
Ferufalem. 

¥. 5. Eluzai, and Ferimoth, and Bealjah, and 
Shemariah, and Shephatiah the Haruphite.| A-na- 
tive of Haruph or Hariph, fee Neb. vii. 24. 

y¥. 6. Elkanah, and Fefiah, and Azareel, and 
Joezer, and Fafoobeam, the Korbites.} Not Korab- 
ites, defcendants of Levi, ch. ix. 19. but the po- 
fterity of Korab a Benjaminite. 

¥*7, And Foelab, and LZebadiab, the fons of Fe- 
robam of Gedor.| A city in the tribe of Fudabh, 
Fob. xv. 58. and might now belong to Benjamin ; 
or this was another city of the fame name in that 
tribe. 

¥.8. And of the Gadites there feparated themfelves 
unto David, into the bold to the wildernefs, &c.| 
Men of the tribe of Gad, who lived on the other 
fide Fordan ; thefe feparated themfelves from the 


they threw themfelves into Yardan, and fwam over 
it, in all probability when the waters of it were fo 
deep they could not ford it, and fo rapid that they 
were in danger of being carried away with them : 
and they put to flight all them of the valleys, both 
towards the eaft, and tawards the weft; who dwelt 
in the vallies, or plains of Fordan eaft and weft ; 
who feeing a number of men come over, took 
them for enemies, and fled, fo Kimchi; or, as 
others think, thefe were the Philiftines, who on 
the defeat of Saul, took poffeffion of the cities of 
T/rael,in the vallies forfaken by them, 1 Sam. xxxi. 
7. or rather thefe were the Moabites or Arabs, who 
made incurfions into the land of J/rael for prey, 
the Gadites met with, when they came overfardan. 

¥.16. And there came of the men of Benjamin, 
and of fudab, &c.| Befides thofe before mention- 
ed, y¥. 2. to the hold unto David; the fame'as in 
y. 8. , 

¥. 17. And David went out to meet them, 8c.} 


rett of their tribe, from their families and dwel-|Out of the hold where he was; either out of re- 
lings, and from the government of Sau/, and came| {pect and deference to them, fome of them being 
over to David, and joined him ;, either when he{perfons of eminence ; or it may be. out of fufpicion, 
was in fome ftrong-hold in the wildernefs of Ziph,|fearing they were not his friends, being, it may 
or Maon, 1 Sam. xxiii.14,24,25. or, as fome think, |be, chiefly of the tribe of Bexjamin, and therefore 
when he was at Zik/ag, in the hold there, faid .to|was defirous of founding them before he admitted 
be in the wildernefs of Fudab: men of might, and|them:, and faid unto them, if ye be come peaceably 
men of war fit for the battle, that could handle fhield\unte me to help me, if they were come, with a good- 
and buckler ; warlike, valiant and courageous men, | Will to him, and intention to help him againft his 
well fkilled in military difcipline : whofe faces were |enemy, and protect him: mine heart fhall be knit unte 
like the face of lions ; bold, ftern and fierce. The|you ; they fhould have fuch a fhare in his affe€tions, 


Philofopher obferves “, that of all creatures the lion 
moft refembles a man, having a great mouth, a 
fquare face and forehead, large eye-brows, &¢. 
and were as fwift as the roes upon the mountains ; 
which are remarkable for their fwiftnefs on the 
mountains, fee Cant, ii. 17. and viii. 14. lianus® 
{peaks of one fort of them that run as fwift as a 
tempeft, Thefe Gadites, as with their undaunted 
looks and courage, intimidated their enemies, and 
put them to flight, fo they were fwift to purfue 
them, and overtake them. 

¥.9—13. Exzer the firf, &c.] This, and thofe 
that follow, are the names of the Gadites given, 
according to their age, or merit, or order in com- 
ing to David: Obadiah, Eliab, Mifomannah, Fe- 
remiah, Attai, Eliel, Fohanan, Elzabad, Jeremiah, 
Machbanai ; in all eleven. 

¥. 14. Thefe were of the fons of Gad, captains of 
the bof, &c.| Of the militia in their own coun- 
try, and of the men they brought with them ; or 


¢ Ariftot. Phyfiognom, ¢, s. 
Montanus, &c. 
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that their hearts would be as one, as his and Fona- — 
than’s were, 1 Sam. xviii. 1. but if ye be come to 
betray me to mine enemies ; into the hands of Saul, 
and his courtiers, that fought his life: /eeing there . 
is uo wrong in mine hands; no injury done by him 
to Saul, or to them, or to any other: the God of 
our fathers look thereon, and rebuke it; he that fees 
all things, let him revenge it; and it is not only a 
with that he would, but a prayer of faith that fo 
it would be, 

¥. 18. Then the [pirit came upon Amafai, &c.} 
Or clothed' him ; a {pirit of fortitude, as the Tar- 


gum, of ftrength, courage, and prefence of mind, 


with which he was endowed, covered and clothed 
as with a garment; this was a fifter’s fon of Da- 
vid’s, fee 2 Sam. xvii. 25., who was chief of the 
captains ; of them that came at this time with him — 
to Dayid; he was afterwards 4b/alom’s general, and © 
defigned to be David’s, but was murdered by 

Joab: and he faid, thine are we, David, and on 


I 
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. . beads; meaning, that he would go off with his 
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thy fide, thou fon of Fee, which being fpoken in 
this fhort and concife manner, as the fupplement 
fhews, denotes the vehemency with which he fpake, 
and is expreffive of their cordial fidelity to him, and 
‘their refolution to abide by him at all events : peace, 
peace be unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers ; 
wifhing all profperity, temporal and fpiritual, to 
him and all his confederates and auxiliaries, among 
whom they reckoned themfelves: for thy God help- 
eth thee, which they perceived by the remarkable 
deliverances of him out of the hand of Saa/, when 
in imminent danger; the Targum is, ‘* for the 
Word of the Lord is for thy help :” then David re- 
‘ceived them; into the hold, and admitted them as 
his friends: and made them the captains of the band; 
they brought with them; or in after-times, when 
he came to the throne. 

. ¥. 19. And there fell Lome of Manaffeh to David, 
&c.] Of the tribe of Manajfeb ; they took his part, 
and on his fide, and joined him: when he came 
with the Philiftines againft Saul to battle; which 
was a ftrong proof of their cordial attachment to 
him: but they helped them not; the Philiftines , nei- 
ther David nor his men, nor the Manaffites that 
joined them: for the Lords of the Philiftines, upon 
advifement ; counfel taken among themielves : /ent 
bim away; that is, David and his men: /aying, 
He will fall to bismafter Saul, to the jeopardy of our 


or priefts, with Feboiada the fori of Benaiah, ac- 
cording to Farchi and Kimchi, at the head of them, 
3700, ¥. 27. befides Zadok, a young man of the 
line of Eleazar, who was made high-prieft in the 
time of Solomon, who brought with him 22 cap- 
tains, ¥.28. the heads of the courfes of the priefts, 
which were afterwards 24, 1 Chron. xxiv. 4. of the 
tribe of Benjamin, the kindred of Saul, the ereateft 
part of whom had been fticklers for the coritinuance 
of the kingdom in the family of Sau/, 3000, ¥. 
29. of the tribe of Ephraim, valiant men, 20,800, 
¥. 30. of the half-tribe of Manaffeéb on this fide 
Jordan, whofe names were pricked down, being 
given, to make David king, 18,coo, ¥. 31, and 
of the tribe of [achar, 200 of the heads of them; 
men of ‘knowledge and underftanding, either in 
chronology or aftrology, or in the proper feafons 
for hufbandry, or for the fixing the beginning 
of years and months, and the intercalation of 
them, for keeping the feveral feftivals ; or rather, 
were men of prudence and wifdom, and knew that 
this was the proper time for making David king, 
Tfobofeth and Abner his general being dead ; and 
as they were men in high efteem for their parts and 
abilities, their brethren were at their beck and com- 
mand, ¥. 32. andof the tribe of Zebulun, warlike 
men, fkilful in war, and well armed, 50,000 men ; 
and their numerous appearance fhewed that they 
were hearty and fincere, being the greateft number 
of all the tribes, ¥. 33. and of the tribe of Napb- 
tali, 1000 captains, and with them armed men, 
37,000, ¥. 34. and of the tribe of Dan, men 
fkilled in war, 28,600, ¥. 35. and of the tribe of 
Afber, warlike men, 40,000, ¥. 36. and of the 
Reubenites, Gadites, and half tribe of Manajeb, on 
the other fide Fordan, military men, well armed, 
120,000, ¥. 37. which in all made 348,800 men, 
and upwards. 

¥. 38. All thefe men of war that could keep rank, 
&c.] Well difciplined men: came with a perfetf 
heart to Hebron to make David king over Ijrael ; 
they were all of one mind, and quite hearty and 
fincere in fixing David on the throne of all J/rae/ : 
and all the reft alfo of Ijrael were of one heart alfo ta 
make David king; thofe who came not were of the 
fame mind; it was the unanimous voice of the 
people that he fhould be their king. 

¥. 39. And there they were with David three days, 
eating and drinking, &c.] Keeping a fettival, to 
teftity their joy on this occafion: for their brethren 
had prepared for them, not the inhabitants of He- 
bron only, but all the country round about brought 
in provifions on this joyful occafion ; otherwife the 
men of Hebron would not have been able to have ~ 
provided what was fufficient for fuch a vaft num- 
ber, as appears by what follows. 

¥. 40. Moreover, they that were nigh, &c.) To 
Hebron, or bordered on the tribe of ¥udeh: even unto 
Iffachar, and Zebulun, and Naphtali ; as far as to thofe 
tribes, and including them: drought bread on affis,» 
and on camels, and on mules ; all which were crea- 
tures ufed to carry burdens: and on oxen, who, 
though commonly employed in ploughing, yet, 
on this occafion, might be made ule of either in 
drawing waggons laden with provifions, fuch as 
follow, or in carrying loads on their backs; tho’, 
as Tully ® obferves, their backs fhow they were not 


troops to Saul, and betray them into his hands, 
and with their heads make his peace with him, 
fee 1 Sam. Xxix. 4. 

¥. 20. As he went to Ziklag, there fell to him of 
Manaffeh, &c.] Others befides the former, who 
joined him when he went with the Philijtines ; thefe 
joined him when he was difmiffed from them, and 
was returning to Zik/ag: namely, Aduah, and Fo- 
zabad, and fediael, and Michael, and Fozabad, and 
Elibu, and Zilthai, captains of the thoufands that were 
of Manafeh, that tribe being, as the reft were, di- 
vided into hundreds and thoufands ; thefe were cap- 
tains over the thoufands of the militia of the tribe. 

y. 20. And they helped David againft the band of 
the rovers, &c.] The 4malekites, who, whilft he 
was gone with the Philiftines, had feized on Ziklag, 
and burnt it, and carried the women captive, with 
what fpoil they could make; thefe coming to Da- 
vid thus opportunely, affifted him in his purfuit 
and defeat of them: for they were all mighty men of 
valour, and were captains in the hoff, or army of 
David. 

_y. 22, For at that time day by day, there came to 
‘David to help him, &c.] Particularly after the de- 
feat of Saul by the Philiftines, unto the time that 
David came to Hebron: until it was a great hoft, 
like the hoft of God ; the*heavenly hoft, the angels ; 
fo the Targum, / 

¥. 23—37. And thefe are the numbers of the bands 
that were ready armed to the war, &c.| That were 
trained up to it, and accoutred for it: and came to 
David to Hebron; after the death of [/bbo/beth and 
Abner, and when David had reigned feven years in 
Hebron: to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, to 
transfer it to him and his family: according to the 
word of the Lord, by Samuel, which they were ac- 
uainted with; and the number of thofe of the 
children of Fudab, who made him their king al- 
ready, and fo there was the lefs need of a numerous|formed to receive and carry burdens: and meat, 
appearance of them, were 6800 armed men, y. 24.| meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of raifins, and wine, 
of the tribe of Simeon, valiant men, 7100, ¥. 25. of |and oil, and oxen, and fheep abundantly, that is, 
she children of Levi 4600, ¥. 26. of the Aaronites\food made of flour, baked meats, befides bread 
. befores 
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CHAP. XII. 


HE contents of this chapter are the fame with | them allo to the prieis and Levites which ate im ther 
2 Sams. vi. 1—11. only Devid’s confultation| cities and fuburbs; given to them im the deveral 
with the principal men of J/rael concerning the} tribes to dwell in, fee ch. vi. 54—81. that they may 
affair herein tranfaSted is premifed in the firlt four|gather themfelves unto us; at a certaim, Sige. and 
veries of this. place appointed. 
¥. 3. And let us bring again the ark ark of our God to 
¥.1. And David confulted with the captains of\us, &c.] The fymbol of the divine prefence, than 
thonjexs, and bandreds, and with every leader.\| which nothing was more defirable to David, and 
With the chiliarchs and centurions, and every officer] chofe to begin his reign over all J/rae/ with it: for we 
-in that large body of armed men in every tribe, | enquired not at it in the days of Saul, he being indif-. 
who met to make and crown him king; for at}ferent to religion, and carclefs about it, and the 
that time was this confultation had, and therefore enjoyment of the prefence of God, and having di- 
is conneéted with it; though the affair advifed| rection from him; and the people alfo content with 
about was not yet done, as Dr. Lightfoot * ob-|worthip at. the Tabernacle at Gibeab, though the 
ferves, and was not done until fome confiderable|token of the divine prefence was abfent. : 
time afterwards. Advice being taken, the feveral] ¥. 4. 4nd all the congregation faid, that they coal 
officers went with their men to their refpective | do fo, &c.] They unanimoufly agreed 
countries, to meet again at a certain time and place! tion: for the thing was right in pa eyes i ¥ fall 
to put the thing projeéted into execution ; and be-| people ; they faw the-propriety, neceffity, and 
tween this and that time were Hiram’s mefiage to| fulnefs of it. 
David on his acceffion to the throne, the taking off ¥. 5- So David gathered all Ifrael together, ke] 
Joule, and the two battles with the Philiftines,| The principal of them, even 30,000 men, 
as the fame writer notes; moft of which are re-|2 Sam. vi. 1. from Shibor of Egypt; or the Nile of | 
corded before this in the book of Samuel, and fol-| Egypt, as the Targum. and other Jewifh mitts 
ae here. called Shiber from the blacknefs of its water, fee 
And David faid unto all the congregation of | Fer. ii. 18. though fome think the river pape yd 
rf fd, “&e] To the above perfons, as reprefenta-|rura is meant, which both lay to the 
tives of it: if it feem good unto you, and that it be|land of U/rael: even unto ihe entring 7 i Hamath 5 
of tke Lord cur God; if it could be thought by|which the 7argum interprets of Antiochiay which 
them a“good and uféful thing, and agreeable to the] lay to she north of the land; fo that this 
will of God, and would make for his glory : /et us]of the people was made from fouth to north, the 
fend abroad unto cur brethren every where that arejextreme borders of the land: to bring the ark of 
left in all the land of Ifrael, that were not then |Gad from Kirjatb-jearim, where it then was, and 
prefent with them, even all the common people ; |had been a long time, fee 1 Sam. vii. 1. from hence _ 
whom David, though king, owns as his brethren; |to the end of the chapter the account is the fame 
nor is his antitype.afhamed to own this relation be-|with 2 Sam. vi. 1—11. fee the notes there; what 
tween him and his people, Hed. ii. 11. ond with' little variations there are, are there obferyed. —_ 


oh.’ neti 


CHAP. XIV. 


T HIS chapter gives an account of the mef-| fee the notes there; and the chapter is concladed : 
fage of Hiram king of Tyre to David, and of| with obferving, that the fame of David, on ac- 
David's taking him more wives, with the names of} count of his victories, was {pread i in all countries, 
his children by them; and of two battles he fought] and they were ftruck with a rm from the Lord, 
with the Philifines, in which he had the victory over} and were in dread of him. 
them; the fame are recorded in 2 Sam, v. 11—25. 


CH ASRS Vice ei ae - ; 


AV ID, having prepated a place for the ee ble and joyful manner, ‘¥.2g—2 
D- God, gathered the IJraelites, Levites, and|for his Saget was defpifec 
priefts to affift in the bringing of it up thereunto, pscezege ye-2 
¥. 1—13. and which was done in a very honoura- 
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¥. 13. For becaufe ye did it not at the firft, &c.] 
Did not fanétify themfelves, as the fupplement in 
our veifion directs; but rather the fenfe is, ye 
were not there at firft, when the ark was brought 
from Kirjathjearim as far as the houfe of Obed- 
edom, as they fhould have been ; they were not then 
employed, as was their bufinef$,; and therefore she 
Lord our God made a breach upon us , by {miting 
Uzzab with death, who was no Levyite, and touched 
the ark, which is called his error, and for which 
God {mote him, 2 Sam. vi.'7. on which place 
Lud. Capellus obferves, the word Shal, we there 
render error, fignifies a difeafe in the Arabic lan- 
guage, and might formerly defign a fudden one 
with the Hebrew ;. as an apoplexy; and fo the fenfe 
be, that God {mote Uzzah with an apoplexy, of 
which he fuddenly died: for that we fought him not 
after the due order, but inftead of employing the 
Levites to carry the ark on their fhoulders, it was 
put upon a cart. 

¥. 14. So the priefts and the Levites fanttified 
themfelves, &c.] As they were ordered, and in 
the manner they fhould: ¢o bring up the ark of the 
Lord Ged of Ifrael, for though it was chiefly the - 
work of the Levites, yet the priefts might do it, 
and fometimes did, fee Fo. iii. 13, 14. and vi. 6. 

¥. 15. And the children of the Levites bare the ark: 
of God upon their fhoulders, with the fiaves thereon, 
as Mojes commanded, according to the word of the 
Lord.| Not only bare it on their fhoulders, bute 
with the ftaves in it, which refted on their fhoul- 
ders, fee Numb. vii. 9. Exod. xxv. 14. the reafon 
of this command, that the ark fhould be carried on 
mens fhoulders, and not in any carriage, according 
to Maimonides *, was both for the honour of it, 
and left its form and ftructure fhould be any ways 
damaged. 

¥. 16. And David fpake to the chief of the Le- 
vites, &c.| The fix before-mentioned, ¥. 11. to 


_ x. 1. And David made him houfes in the city of 
David, &c.] With the help of the mafons and 
carpenters Hiram fent him, ch. xiv. 1. the royal 
palace is meant, with all the apartments in it, which 
were many and large, as fo great a family he had 
required, and with all the out-houfes to it neceffary 
for his fervants, and their offices: and prepared a 
place for the ark of God, and pitched for it a@ tent; 
fee 2 Sam. vi. 17. 

y. 2. Then David faid, &c.| Either within 
himfelf, or to his minifters and courtiers about him : 
None ought to carry the ark of God, but the Levites; 
he faw his former miftake in employing thofe that 
_ were not Levites in bringing up the ark from Kir. 
jathjearim, and in bringing it in a cart, and not 
on the fhoulders of the Levites, and fo mifcarried 
in his attempt, 2 Sam. vi. and perhaps had fince 
more diligently confulted the law of God about 
this matter: for them bath the Lord chofen to carry 
the erk of God, and to minifter unto bim for ever: 
as long as the Levitical difpenfation lafted, as ap- 

ars from Numd.i. 50. and iv. 15. and vii. 9 

¥. 3. And David gathered all Ifrael together to 
Ferufalem, &c.} The chief and heads of the peo- 
ple: to bring up the ark of the Lord; from the 
houfe of Oded-edom, where it had been three 
months, and for the fake of which his houfe was 
bleffed, and: which-Dav7d heard of ; and this encou- 
raged him to take this ftep to fetch it from thence: 
unto his place, which he bad prepared for it, ¥. 1. 
fee 2 Sam. vi, 12. 17. 

y. 4—10, And David affembled the children of 
Aaron, and the Levites.| Whofe bufinefs it was 
to bear the ark when there was any occafion for 
it : and from hence to the end of y¥. 10. an account 
is given of the Levites, and their number employed 
in this affair: of the fons of Kohath; a fon otf Levi, 
that is, of his pofterity; for his immediate fons, 
and fo thofe of the reft after-mentioned, had 


been dead ages ago; the principal of thole, at this| appoint their brethren to be the fingers before the 
prefent time, was Urie/, and his kindred, or thofe|ark, as they brought it up: with inftruments of mu- 
of the fame family with him, were 120: of thofe|/ck, pfalteries, and barps, and cymbals; which were 
of Merari, another fon of Levi, the chief was|ufed in thofe times, fee 2 Sam. vi. 5. and ch. xiii. 
Afaieh, with 220 of his relations: of thofe of|8. founding, by lifting up the voice with joy ; the 
Gerfhon, another fon of Levi, was Foel, and his|inftrumental mufic was to be attended with vocal 
brethren were 130: of the pofterity of “/izapbhan,|mufic, and that very fonorous and loud, and per- 
a grandfon of Kobath, Exod. vi. 18.22. the molt | formed with all tokens of inward joy and gladnefs, 
noted was Shemaiah, who had 200 of his family|asthe occafion required. 
with him: and of thofe of Hebron, the fon of Ko-| y..17. So the Levites appointed Heman the fon of 
bath, Exod. vi. 18. Eliel was the moft famous, |Foe/, &c.] The grandfon of Samuel the prophet, 
and he had 80 of his kindred with him: and of|ch. vi. 33. and of bis brethren, Afaph the fon of Be- 
thofe of Uzziel, another fon of Kobath in a different |rechiab ; a famous finger, often mentioned in the 
line from Elizapban, who alfo was a fon of Uzziel,| pfalms, ch. vi. 39. and of the fons of Merari their 
was Amminadab the chief, who had 112 of his kin-| brethren, Ethan the fon of Kufbaiah ; the fame with 
dred with him: the number of Levites, in all, ga-|the fon of Ki/bi, ch. vi. 44. thefe were the chief of 
thered together, were 862, befides their chiefs. the fingers. ' 
¥. 11. Aud David called for Zadok and Abiathar| yt. 18. And with them their brethren of the fecond 
the priefts, &c.] See 2 Sam. viii. 17. and xv. 27.| degree, €c.] Who were next unto them, both im 
29. 1 Kings iv. 4. and for the Levites, for Uriel, | office and {killin finging: the fourteen following, 
Afaiah, and Foel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Ammi-| Zechariah, Ben, and Faaziel, and Shemiramoth, and 
nadab; the fix chiefs before-mentioned. Febiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maafei- 
¥. 12. And he faid unto them, Ye are the chief of the\ah, and Mattithiab, and Elipheleb, and Mikneiabh, 
fathers of the Levites, &c.] Of the families of the | and Obed-edom, and Feiel, the porters; who, when 
Levites, heads of their fathers houfes: fanéify|they were not employed in finging, were *door- 
yourfelves, both ye and your brethren; refpectively | keepers of the fanctuary ; either they had been porters 
under each, whofe numbers are before given, by| at the tabernacle in Gideon, or were fo after the ark 
wafhing their bodies and cloaths, and abftain-|was placed in the tabernacle David prepared for 
ing from their wives: that you may bring up the ark |it. 
of the Lord God of I/rael, unto the place that £ bave| y.19. So the fingers,Heman, Afaph, and Ethan, &c.) 
prepared for it; 2 Sam. vi, 17. : The three principal of them: thefe were rs el 
€ 
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edito found with cymbals of brafs , for as there were 
three forts of mufical inftruments, ¥. 16. thefe 
three chief fingers had one of thofe inftruments ap- 
propriated to them, one of which were the cymbals 
of brafs, to which the apoftle alludes, 1 Cor. xiii. 


‘t 

' yt. 20. And Zechariah, and Aziel, and Shemira- 
moth, and Fehiel, and Unni, and Eliab, and Maa- 
faiah, and Benaiah, &c.| .Who were cight of the 
fecond degree; Aziel is the fame with Faaziel, yr. 
18. and Bea is left out, in whofe room Azaziah,| 
inthe next verfe, feems to be put; Bew is thought 
to be fick or dead before they came to execute 
their office, and whom the father of Kimchi takes 
to be the fame with him who is expreffed in the 
title of Pf ix. which title is, on Muth Labben, or 
the death of Ben: thele were appointed to found 
with pfalteries on Alamoth , pfalteries were another 
kind of inftruments of mufic; and A/emoth, 
was either the beginning of a fong, to the tune of 
which thofe inftruments played, or the tune it- | 
felf, and the note of it; either the treble or coun- 


lL. CHRONICLES. Chexvex 20—29.) 


‘trumpets; one ufe of which was to ‘blow with — 
when the camps and ark of the Lord moved, 
Numb. x. 5, 6. and Obed-edom, and Febiab were 
door-keepers for the ark, they went behind it, as ~ 


” 
4 


the others before it, for the fame purpofe, as it’ 
was bringing up. . ae 
¥. 25. So David and the elders of Ifrael, and the’ 
captains over thoufands, 8c.) He and the principal ~ 
men of the nation, and the officers of the army or” 
militia: went to bring up the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, out of the houfe of Obed-edom with joy 5” 
with all demonftrations of it; for which purpofe. 
fuch a band of mufic was prepared, as before de= 
{cribed ‘ o798 
‘yt. 26. And it came to pafs when God helped the 
Levites that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
&c.] Not merely granted them: bodily ftrenath . 
to carry it, which did not require a great deal; but 
helped them to carry it with chearfulnefs, and’ 
without fear, and fo as to commit no error, nor in- 
any refpect provoke his difpleafure, as when it-was 
brought before from Kirjath-jearim: that they offered: 


ky 


‘ 
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ter-tenor, a fhrill found, like that of organs, which feven dullocks and feven rams; by way of thanks- 


this word fometimes fignifies, fee Pf xlvi. title. 
¥. 21. And Mattithtah, and Elipheleh, and Mik- 
neiak, and Obed-edom, and Feiel, and Azaziah, 


giving, befides what David offered; and this was 
done by the way, fee 2 Sam. vi. 13. ‘ 
y¥. 27. And David was clothed with a robe of fine 


&c:] Thefe fix were appointed to found: with\linen, &c.]. For though a king, he being among 


harps on the. Sheminith to excel; which Sheminith 
fome take to be an harp with eight ftrings, or the 
beginning of a fong, or a mufical tone, the bafe ; 
fee the citle of Pf. vi. 

¥. 22. And Chenaniab chief of the Levites was for 
fong, &c.) But the .chief for the fong were He- 
man, Afapb, and Ethan; rather for the burden, as 
the Targum ; for the lifting up and bearing the ark : 
be infiruéied about the fong ; or about the taking up 
and bearing the burden, the ark ; direéting when to 
take it up, and how far to go with it, and then reft : 
becaufe be was frilful; a wife and prudent man in 
all things, and fo proper to direét in this bufinefs.. 

x. 23. And Berechiah, and Elkanah were door- 
keepers for the ark, 8c.) Either whilft it was at Kir- 
jath-jearim, and at Obed-edom’s houfe ; or rather after 
it was put in the tabernacle David had prepared for 
it; though it may be beft of all to underiftand it, 
that thole, as it was carrying, went before it, to 
keep the people from preffing to it, and gazing 
on it. 

¥. 24. And Shebaniab, and Fehofhaphat, and 
Nethancel, and Amafai, and Zechariah, and Benai- 
ab, and Lliezer the priefts, did blow with the trum- 
pets before the ark of Ged, &c.| ~ With the filver 


CHA 


HIS chapter relates, that David offered fa- 


crifices when the ark was brought into his ple: and to thank, and praife the Lord God of Trach; 
city; ¥. 1, 2, 3, who were the fingers he appoint-|for all his benefits, and the bleffings of his good- 


ed to fing before it continually, y¥. 4, 5, 6. and 
the fong he that day compofed and delivered to 
them to fing, ¥. 7—36. and that he appointed 
not only proper perfons to minifter before the ark, 
but alfo before the tabernacle at Gibeou, ¥. 37—43. 


Yt, 2, 3. So they brought the ark of God, 8c.) 
What is contained in thefe three verfes is the fame 
with 2 Sam. vi. 17, 18, 19. fee the notes there. 

¥. 4. And he appointed certain of the Levites to 
minifier before the ark of the Lord, &c.] By fing: 
ing the praifes of God: and to record; or bring to 
remembrance ; to commemorate ina fong the great 


the fingers, was clothed as they ; for fo it follows : 
and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the fingers, 
and Chenaniah the mafter of the fong, or of thofe 
that bore the burden, the ark, as the Targums 
with the fingers; all were clothed in robes of fine 
linen: David al/o-had upon him an ephod of linen: 
which he had befides his linen robe, and was over 
it; and being a fhorter “and ftraiter garment, it 
bound the other clofer to him; though fome think: 
this is explanative of the former, and/defigns the 
fame, and is what others befides priefts, were, on 
occafion, allowed to wear, fee 1 Sam. ii, 18. 

y. 28. Thus all Ifrael brought up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord with fbouting,8cc.| See 2 Sam, 
vi. 15. . 

y¥. 29. And it came to pals as the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord came-to the city of David, that Mi- 
chal the daughter of Saul locking out at a window, 
&c.] Of the palace, to fee the proceffion, fee 
2 Sam, vi. 16. 20, 21, 22, 23. where not only this 
circumftance is related, and the inward contempt 
fhe had David in, becaufe of his behaviour, but’ 
alfo what fhe faid, and what Devid returned in 
anfwer to it. 
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and good things God had done for I/rae/ as ape. “a 
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nefs beftowed on them. 
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¥. 5. Afaph the chief, 8&c.] “Of thofe that were 
now appointed; otherwife of the three prin a 
fingers, Heman was the chief, and Ajaph next, Bae 
vi. 33. 39. and next tohim Zechariah, Feiel, 
miramoth, and febiel, and Mattithiah, and _ 
and Benciah, and Obed-edom, and Feiel with 4 
ries, and with harps; to play upon them befor 
ark at the fame time’the pfalms and fe gs vere | 
cally fung; the aboveperfons are‘fuch as are named 
before, ch. xv. 18. 20, 21. dut Afaph made a for ad 
with cymbals; he ftruck and played upon hem, 
fee ch. xv. 1. ‘Sen ‘a 
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¥. 6. Benaiah alfo and: Fehaxiel. the priefts, 8c.) 
Thefe were appointed to blow with trumpets con- 
tinually before the ark of the covenant of the Lord , 
morning and evening. 

¥. 7. Then. on that day, &c.|\ The ark was 
brought to Zion, and the above perfons appointed 
to minifter before it: David delivered firft this pfalm 
to thank the Lord, into the band of Afaph and bis 
brethren ; to be fung by them now, and on every 
proper occafion ; and this feems to.be the firft that 
was delivered tothem; afterwards there were many 
more, as the titles of the pfalms fhew; the following is 
compoied of part of two others, as they now ftand 
in the book of pfalms. From hence, to the,end 
of ¥. 22. is the fame with Pf cv. 1—15. with a 
little variation, fee the notes there ; and from thence 
to the end of ¥. 33. is P/. xcvi. which fee ; and 
¥. 34. is the fame with P/- cvi. 1, and cvii. 1. fee 
the notes there. 

¥. 35, 36. And fay ye, fave us, O God of our fal- 
vation, &c.| The author of temporal, fpiritual, 
and eternal falvation ; the words are a direction to 
the fingers, and thofe that {ung with them, to ex- 
prefs the prayer and doxology. in the next verfe, 
which both are the fame with Pf cvi. 47, 48.- 
fee the notes there; which David directed by a 
{pirit of prophecy, forefeeing the people of J/rae/ 
would be in captivity. among the heathens ;. tho’ 
fome think thefe were added by Ezra; for tho’ 
there was in his time a return from the captivity, 
yet many ftill remained init. , 

¥. 37. So, be left there before the ark of thé cove- 
nant of the Lord Afeph and bis brethren, &c.| Whom 
he, that is David, had appointed for the fervice of 
it: £0 minifter before the ark continually , in finging 
the praifes of God: as every. day’s work required; 
at the time of the morning and eveuing-facrifice, 
as Farchi and Kimchi interpret it. 

¥. 38. And Obed-edom, with their brethren, 68, 
&c.] The Levites, the brethren of Afaph and 
Obed-edom, thefe were left before the ark to mini- 
fter there : Obed-edom, aifo the fon of Feduthun ; or 
Ethan, which fome take to be another Odcd-edom , 
but the vaz may be explanative, even Obed-edom : 
and Hofah to be porters; thefe he left to be door- 
keepers of the ark. 


27. 

¥.39. And Zadok the prief and his brethren the 
priefis, &c.\» Thefe he left, having appointed them 
to be before. the tabernacle of the Lord, in the bigh 
place. that was at Gibeon; namely, the tabernacle 
of Mofes,, which was removed from Nod. thither 
in the days of Seu/, and continued there to the 
times, of Soloman, ch. xxi. 28. 1 Kings iii!.4. and 
Vili. 4. 

¥. 40. To offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord, &c.] 
Which. was. the work, of the priefts only to do ; 
upon the altar of burnt-offering continually morning 
and evening ; the lambs of the daily facrifice, which 
were a burnt-offering, and only to be offered on 
the brazen altar at the tabernacle: and to do ac- 
cording to all. that is written in the law of the Lord, 
which be commanded Irael, with regard to them, 
and all other facrifices, fee Exod. xxix. 38—42. 

¥. 41. And with them, &c.} That is, with Zadok, 
and the priefts with him at Gibeon: he left Heman 
and ‘Feduthun , or Ethan, two principal fingers: and 
the reft that were chafen, who were expreffed by name ; 
fee ¥, 18, 20, 21. #@ give thanks to the Lord, be- 
caufe bis mercy endureth for ever ; to praife him for 
his benefits, flowing from his grace and mercy 
continually. 

v.42. And with them Heman and Feduthun with 
trumpets, and cymbals, &c.| Or with them were 
the trumpets and cymbals, as Kimchi’, or as Pif= 
cator {upplies it, with them he Jeft the trumpets 
and cymbals : for thoje that fhould make a found , by 
ftriking upon them : and mufical inftruments of God x 
facred.ones, fuch as were devoted to his fervice, as 
pfalteries and harps 5 the Syriac and Arabic verfions 
carry the fenfe of the words quite. differently, that 
thefe men did not fing with thofe mufical inftru- 
ments, but with a pleafant voice, and: with, pure 
and acceptable prayers, in humility and. upright- 
nefs, glorified God: and the fons of Feduthun were 
porters; at the tabernacle in Gideon. 

¥. 43. And all the people departed every man to 
his boufe, &c.| Having accompanied the ark to 
its place, and having praifed the Lord for it, and 
been refrefhed with food, fee 2 Sam. vi. 19. and 
David returned to blefs bis houfe, his family ; the 
Targum is, “+ to blels the people ;” fee 2 Sam. vi. 
20, 


CH A'PS. AVA. | 


6 eee chapter contains an account of David’s| dbrabam, Ifaac and ‘facob, when only travellers 
intention to built an houfe for God, which|from place to place, built ‘altars for God where- 
he fignified to Nathan the prophet, who firft en-|ever they came; fo their pofterity, ’tis highly pro- 
couraged him to ic; but afterwards was fent by|bable, not only did the fame, but when they found 
the Lord to him with an order to defift from it, |themfelves fettled in Egypt, in the land of Gofben, 
affuring him at the fame time that his fon. fhould| might build places of worfhip ; and when we con- 
build it, and that his own houfe and kingdom|fider the wealth of Yo/epb, and his family, and’ 
fhould be eftablifhed for ever; for which David|indeed of all [/rae/, who enjoyed for many years 
exprefled great thankfulnefs, the whole of which|great plenty, profperity and liberty before their 
is related in 2 Sam. vii. with. fome. little variation, |{ervitude, the vaft numbers they increafed-to, and 
fee the notes there ; only one thing has fince oc-|the long ‘continuance of them in Egypt, more 
curred, which I would juft take notice of, that here,|than» 200 years ; it will not feem ftrange that they 
 y. 5. as there alfo, it is faid by the Lord, that he|fhould build houfes for religious worfhip, and even 
had not dwelt in an boufe fince the day he brought\one grand and fplendid for public fervice, to which 
up Yrael out of Egypt ; which feems to fuggeft that|alfo they might be led by the example of the 
he had dwelt in one before, as has been. hinted on| Egyptians; who, as Herodotus fays*, were the firft 
2 Sam. vii. 6. even whilft the people of J/rael were|that ere&ted altars, images, and temples to the 
in Egypt, though it is no where mentioned by Mo-'gods, and who in the times of Yo/eph had one at 
* fes, or any other writer; yet itis not unreafonable Oz, where his father-in-law officiated as prieft, 
to fuppofe it ; for as the anceftors of the igaiiets Gen. xli. 45. or rather to this they might be fre 
. 2 . recte 


1 Euterpe, five, 1. 2. ¢. 4, 
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Pay : ; 
rected by fome hints and inftructions of their father |Zgypt, was not a tent of goat’s hair, as in the 
Facob before his death, who it is certain had a no- wildernefs, but a ftructure of | {tones or bricks, a 
tion of a Bethel, an houfe for the public worthip |firm and ftable houfe, fuch an one as Abrabam 
of God, Gen. xxviii. 17, 19, 22. and xxxv. 1./built at Damafeus when fettled there ; which con-— 
and I find a learned man * of our own nation of|tinued to the times of Auguflus Cesar, as related 
this opinion, and which he founds upon this paf-|by Nichelas of Damafcus’. ee pap 
fage ; and he fuppofes the houfe God dwelt in in 


C H A P: ° XVIII, XIX, XX, XXI 


HE xviiith and xixth chapters are the fame] y. 29. For the tabernacle of the Lord which Mo- 
with 2 Sam. viii. x. with very little variations, \/es made, &c.] Or ordered to be made by the 
which are obferved in the notes on them, to which|command of God} and according to his direétion : 
the reader is referred ; and ch. xxth and the altar of burnt-offerings, were at that feafon 
in the high place at Gibeon, which was four or 
AGREES with various paflages in the /econd|five miles from Ferufalem, and too far for David 
Book of Samuel; y.1. with ch. xi. 1. and|to go in that time of extremity 5 though he muft 
y. 2, 3. with ch. xii. 31, 32. and the reft, to thejhave gone thither to facrifice, had not the Lord 
end of it with ch. xxi. 15—22. What differences|bid him build an altar on the threfhing-floor 5 for 
there are, are obferved in the notes on thofe paf-|there was the altar of burnt-offering, on which 
fages, which fee. And ch. xxift, only, according to the law of Mo/es, facrifices were 
to be offered: this high place is, in the Targum, 
ExXCE PTING the three laft verfes, is con-jcalled the fanctuary, it including, as Kimchi ob- 
tained in 2 Sam. xxiv. with fome few varia-|ferves, the whole houfe, the tabernacle, and the 
tions, which are there obferved; fee the notesjaltar in it ; which had been here, and at Nob, 57 
there. years, as the Fewi/h writers fay *. i 
¥. 30. But David could not go before it to enzuire 
y. 28. At that time when David faw that the'of Ged, &c.| Which yet was the proper place to 
Lord bad anfwered him in the threfbing-floor of Ornan\feek the Lord in: the reafon follows, for he was ° 
the Febufite, &c.\ The fame with Araunah, 2 Sam.\afraid, becaufe of the word of the angel of the Lord, 
xxiv. 16. with fome fmall variation of the letters,|which had fo terrified him, that he. was fo weak 
andare of the fame fignification ; both fignifying the that he could not go; and he feared, that fhould 
Ornus, as Hillerus ™ obferves, the pine-tree or afh ;|he attempt to go, whilft he was going thither, at 
fee Jf xliv. 14. in whofe threfhing-floor David|fuch a diftance, the angel would make a terrible 
now was, and where he had been praying and fa-jflaughter in Feru/alem, and therefore he durft not 
crificing ; and God had accepted his prayer, as |go and leave Jit; and befides, as the Lord had 
the Targum, and had anfwered him, by caufing|commanded him to build an altar there, he might 
fire to come down on the facrifice and confume fear it would difpleafe him, fhould he depart trom 
it, and by ordering the angel to put up his fword it ; and the rather, as hereby he pointed out ‘to 
in its fheath : then he facrificed there ; again by the|him the place where the temple fhould be buile, 
priefts, and ‘continued to do fo, for he had facri-|and facrifices offered, as appears from what he fays 
ficed there before, y. 26. and finding his facrifices|in the beginning of the next chapter. ? 
in that place were acceptable, he repeated them, 
and did not go to Gideon, as follows. 


Cit ATPA GAN. 


| this chapter we read of the place David 
pitched upon by divine direction for building 
the temple on, ¥. 1. the preparation he made of 
artificers to build it, and of matter to build ir of, 
as iron, brafs and wood, ¥. 2—5. the charge and 
inftructions he gave to Selomon to fet about it, y. 
6—16. and to the princes of J/rae/ to affift him in 
it, ¥.17—19. 


y¥.1. Then David faid, &c.] Within himéelf, 
or to fome principal perfons about him: this is the 
houfe of the Lord God, the place where the temple 
was to be built, hinted at in Deut. xii. 5. and 
elfewhere ; the meaning is, here, or in his place, 
fhall be the houfe of God, fo Noldius*, for as yet 
there were none; but it was now made known to 
David, that here it fhould be built, and fo the 
words in 2 Chron iii. 1. fhould be rendered,. then 


Solomon began to build the houfe of the. Lord in Fe- 
rufalem, which was foewn to David his father, which 
be prepared in the place of David, that which he 
bought iz the threfhing-floor of Ornan the Febufite s 
and this is the altar of the burnt-offering for lrael; 
not which he had built here ; but this was the place 
where one fhould be built for the people of J/rael 
to bring their offerings to, and to be here offered for 
them by the priefts: this he faid by a divine impulfe 
upon his mind, or which he concluded from the 
acceptance of his facrifice here, fignified by fire 
that came down from heaven and confumed it; and — 
this being in the threfhing-floor of the Febufites, 
might prefigure the church of God to be built up © 
among the Gentiles. » wanda haat 

¥. 2. And David commanded to gather together — 


the firangers that were in the land of Irael, 8c.) 
The profelytes, as the Septuagint and Vulgate Lati 


is A ~~ er : : 
® Dickinfon. Phyfic. vet. & vera, c. 19. §. 24. 1 Apuad Jofeph. Antig. 1. 1. c. 7. Gi 2h - 
mattic. Sacr. p. §29, 530. " Maimon, & Bartenora in Mifn, Zebachim, c. 14. §. 7. ° Ebr, Concord. | — 
part. p. 352. No. 1257. —! 
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_ was given a little before his death, after he had 


Ch.xsi.y.g3—12. IL CHRONICLES 29. 


verfions ; that is, profelytes of the gate, who fub- 
mitted to the feven precepts of Noah, were admit- 
ted to dwell in the cities of [/rael, fee Gen. ix. 4. 
and thefe were ordered to be got together to be em- 
ployed in building the temple, and making prepa- 
rations for it; and that partly, becaufe they were 
better artificers than the //raelites, who were chiefly 
employed in hufbandry and cattle, and partly that 
the J/raelttes, who were freemen, might not be put 
to hard fervice ; but chiefly this was for the fake 
of a myttery in it, denoting that the Gentiles would 
be concerned in building the fpiritual houfe and 
church of God, the temple was a type and figure 
of, fee Zech.vi.15. and be fet mafons to hew wrought 
Stones to build the boufe of God; to dig them out of 
the quarries, and fit them for the building. 

¥.3. And David prepared iron in abundance for 
the-nails for the doors of the gates, and for the join- 
ings, &c.} Great plenty of iron to make nails of 
for joining the boards together, of which the doors 
and gates were to be made, and for the. fattening 
of the hinges of them: and bra/s in abundance 
without weight ; for making the altar of brafs, and 
the laver of brafs, and other veffels. Brafs was 
much ufed by the heathens in facred things, as 


¥. 8. But the word of the Lord came to me, &c.} 
The word of prophecy, as the Targum, by the 
mouth of Nathan the prophet : faying 5 as follows, 
which though not expreffed in the book of Szmuef 
before referred to, is here recorded by divine in- 
fpiration : thou baft foed blood abundantly ; Kimcht 
thinks this refers to the blood of Uriah, and thofe 
gallant men that were flain with him, and to the 
priefts flain by the order of Saul, which David was 
the occafion of, or accidental caufe of, 1 Sam. xxii. 
22. and to many good men among the Gentiles ; 
though it was the intention of the Lord to confume 
the wicked among them, that they might not pre- 
vail over J/rael: and baft made great wars; with 
the Philiftines, Moabites, &c. thou foall not build 
an houfe unto my name, becaufe thou haft fred much 
blood upon the earthin my fight ; an intimation this, 
that the church of God, of which this houfe was 
a type, was to be built by Chrift, the prince of 
peace, and to be fupported and maintained not by 
force of arms, and by fpilling of blood, as the 
religion of Mahomet, but by the preaching of the 
gofpel of peace, 

¥. 9. Behold, a fon foall be born to thee, &c.]} 
For this was faid to David before the birth of Solos 
mon, fee 2 Sam vii. 12, 13. and xii. 24. who foall 
be a man of reft, and I will give bim ret from all 
his enensies round about; aid fo fhould be at lei- 
fure for fuch a work, and his people enjoy great 
profperity and riches, and fo be capable of contri- 
buting largely and liberally to it: for his name hall 
be Solomon; which fignifies peace, and is one of the 
fix perfons that had their names given then} before 
they were born, as the Yews obferve’: and I will 
give peace and quietne/s untoljrael in bis days; and fo 
a proper time to begin and carry on fuch a work; 
of the fulfilment of this prophecy, fee 1 Kings iv. 
24,25. and v. 3, 4. 

¥.10. He shall build an houfe for my name, &c.] 
For the worfhip of God, and for his honour and 
glory : and be fhail be my fon, and I will be his fa-~ 
ther; fee 2 Sam. vii. 13, 14. and which is applied 
to Chrift, Heb. i. 5. and Iwill efablifh the throne 
of bis kingdom over Ifrael for ever ; that is, for a 
long time in his pofterity ; and which will have its 
fulfilment in Chrift, his antitype, in the utmoft 
fenfe of the expreffion, whofe kingdom is an ever- 
lafting kingdom, and his throne for ever and ever, 
PARES. 90,29. £10001, 8. 

¥.11, Now, my fon, the Lord be with thee, &c.] 
Or fhall be with thee’, as fome; and if it be confi- 
dered as a prayer, it was no doubt a prayer of faith ; 
the Zargum is, ** may the Word of the Lord be 
‘thine help :” and profper thee; may fuccefs attend 
thee: and build the houfe of the Lord thy God, as 
he hath faid of thee; foretold he fhould, and there- 
fore would affift him to do it, which was an en- 
couragement to go about it, 

.y. 12. Only the Lord give thee wifdom and un- 
derftanding, &c.| ‘To manage and conduét an af- 
fair of fuch importance, as well as to govern the 
people as follows: and give thee charge concerning 
Ifrael ; or, when be gives, commits the charge of 
them to thee, fets thee king over them : that thou 
mayeft keep the law of the Lord thy God , have wif- 
dom and underftanding to do that, and make that 
the rule of all thine a¢tions, private and public, 
in thine own houfe, in the houfe of God, and i 
’ a 


Macrobius® obferves. 

¥.4. Alfo cedar-trees in abundance, &c.] To be 
fawed into boards and planks for the cieling, wain- 
{cotting and flooring of the temple, and other 
things : for the Zidonians, and they of Tyre, brought 
muck cedar-wood to David; from mount Lebanon, 
which was chiefly in their. poffeffion ; and which 
they did either of themfelves as a free gift and pre- 
fent to him, or at his requeft, for which he paid 
them ; and this is another thing pre-figuring the 
help of the Genziles in building up the church of 
Chrift in gofpel-times. 

¥.5. And David faid, Solomon my fon is young 
and tender, &c.| .Farchi fuppofes he was about 
12 years of age, though he obferves that the fame 
word is ufed of Fo/bua when 42 years of age; it 
is probable Solomon might be now about 20: and 
the boufe that is to be builded for the Lord, mutt be 
exceeding magnificent, of fame and of glory through-. 
out all countries; and fuch was the temple built by 
Solomon , it was renowned throughout the whole 
earth ; never was there a temple equal to it, no 
not the famous temple of Diana at Ephe/fus, built 
by the affiftance of many kings, and at the ex- 
pence of all 4/a, and was 200 years in building : 
I will therefore now make preparation for it, feeing 
his fon was fo young, and this building to be {fo 
magnificent, though he himfelf was not admitted 
to build it: /o David prepared abundantly before bis 
death ; of which we have an after-account in this 
chapter, and more largely in ch. xxviii. and xxix, 

¥. 6. Then he called for Solomon bhis.fon, &c.| To 
be brought before him: and charged him to build 
an houfe for the Lord God of I/rael ; which charge 


made great preparations for this work, as appears 
from ¥. 5, 14, 45, 16. ; 

y. 7. And David faid to Solomon, &c.] When 
brought into his prefence: my jon, as for me, it 
was in my mind to build an houfe unto the name o 
the Lord my God; he was difpofed and inclined to 
it, and was once determined upon it, fee 2 Sam. 
Vil. 2, 3. te MG 


P Saturnal. 1. 5. ¢. 19. 2 Pirke Eliezer, c. 32. t 9) erit, Pagninus, Montanus ; faturus eft, 
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all things relative to ‘that, and inthe government be obtained, there being not.a fufficiency of 
( Jof them prepared for the work, 2  * 


of the nation. - 


death. 
y.14. Now bebold in my trouble, &c.] Or af- 


Sith, 


¥.13. Then halt thou profper, if thou takef heed| yr. 15: Moreover, there are workmen with thee ii A 
to fulfil the flatutes, &c.} See 1 Kings ii. 2, 3.Jabundance, &c.] All the ftrangers in the lan ae 
ed by the order of David, ¥. 2. who- 


where the fame things are {aid as here; which fhews|ing gather 
that this was fpoken by David a little before his}were fkille 


d'in all manner of work as follows: 
hewers and workers of fione and timber, mafons and — 
carpenters : and-all manner of cunning men for every” 


fliGion, which had attended him, through thelmanner of work ; joiners, carvers, Sey A 


greater part of his reign, partly through wars 


y. 16. Of the gold, the filver, and the brafs, and 


1 We 


abroad, and partly through rebellions and infurrec-|¢he fron, &c.] That is, the cunning artificers ere - 
tions at home: or, 7 my poverty’; living in alfkilfulto work in each of thefe, fome in gold and 
frugal way, as if he had been a poor man, in or-jfilver, others in brafs and iron : there is no number 5 
der to lay up money for this purpofe : J have pre- either of the workmen, or of thefe materials 5 
pared for the houfe of the Lord; for the building of}which yet muft be retrained to the brafs and iron, 
it, and for thihgs to be ufed in it :' 100,000 talents for the gold and filver are numbered, but not the ~ 
of gold, and 1,000,000 talents of filver 5 a prodi-|brafs and iron, ¥. 14. arife therefore ani be doing, 
gious fum, be it reckoned as it will ; the gold,}not. that he fhould. fet about, and begin the build-_. 


according to Scheuckzer ° 
1,222,000,000 ducats of gold ; according to Wa- 
ferus* the talents of gold made 600 millions o | 
Hungarian pieces of gold, or 6000 tons. of gold ; 
our Brerewood * makes them to amount [0 
450,000,000 pounds; but this being a fum fo 


, 


after he came to the throne, and not neglect and - 
delay it : and the Lord be with thee, as in ee 
and here as there the Targum is, “ may the Word 
of the Lord be thy help.” —_ at 
y¥.17. David alfo commanded all the princes of 


was an{werable ae the temple directly ; but as foon as he could — 


exceflive large as what exceeds the riches of anylJ/rael, &c.] His courtiers and nobles that were 
monarch read of in hiftory, he thinks * the wordjabout him: #0 heip Solomon his fon , by, their ad- 
Kikkar fignifies a mafs or cake of gold of an uncer- vice, and with their purfes, fhould he need them,” 
tain value ; or that this talent was of a lefler va-jand by overlooking the workmen, dire¢ting and. 
lue than the Mo/aic one, as there were {mall talents}encouraging them : faying ; as follows. 


in the times of Homer ‘, as he obferves, and fome 
of different worth in various countries. 


taking gold to be in proportion to filver, as 10)sot given you refi on 


y.18. Is not the Lord your God with you, &e.] 


The filver,|Bleffing them with wealth and riches: and bath be 


every fide? from all enemies — 


to 1, as it formerly was, is juft of the fame value}within and without ; fo that they had peace and 
with the gold; but Brerewood who takes it to be|quietnefs, and leifure to attend the fervice he re- 


as 12 to 1, computes it at 375,000,000 pounds ; 
but the proportion of gold to filver is now grown, 
as bifhop Cumberland obferves * , to above 14 to 1. 
According to Scheuchzer the filver talents amounted 
to 4,500,000,000 imperials or rix-dollars ; ac- 
cording to Witfus* the gold and filver both amount- 
ed to 3000 and goo millions of pieces of gold ; 
but Yofepbus ‘has reduced thefe fums very much, 
making them to be 10,000 talents of gold, and 
100,000 of filver. Dr. Prideaux * fays that what 
is faid to be given by David here, and in ch. xxix. 
3, 4, 5 and by his princes, ¥. 6, 7, 8. if valued 
by the Mofaic talent, exceeded the value of 800 
millions of our money, which was enough to have 
built the whole temple of folid filver : and of brafs 
and irin without weight, for it is in abundance ; 
there was fo much of both, that it was too much 
trouble to take the weight and value of them: 
timber alfo and ftone have I prepared , fee ¥. 2—4. 
and thou mayeft add thereunto ; which .might eafily 


‘ 
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commended to them : for ke hath given the inba- 
Litants of the land into my band , meaning the reft 
of the Canaanites, who before were unfubdued, as 
even the Febufites in Ferufalem : and the land is fub- 
dued before the Lord, and before his people, and the 
extent of it carried to its utmoft bounds, as God 
had promifed. “dy 
y. 49. Now fet your heart and your foul to eck 
the Lord your God, &c.] His honour and glory, 
moft fincerely and cordially, and to the utmoft of - 
their power: ari/e ye, and build ye the Jan8uary of 
the Lord God; affift therein, and encourage the 
work as much as they were able, without delay : 
to bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord; which 
was now in a tent of David’s erecting and pitching : 
and the holy vefféls of God 5 which were inthe taber- 
nacle at Gibeon : into the houfe that is to be built to 
the name of the Lord ; that fo they might be to- 
gether, and made ule of ; which in times paft had 
. ere | 


been feparated, and much neglected, © = 
- yea. 


4 


N this chapter David makes Solomon king, y.1.) y. 1. So when Devt has ol ah full of a 


calls together the princes, priefts, and Levites,|8c.} Perhaps was now in the laft year o; 
numbers the latter, and affigns them, their proper|about 70 years old, though before he we 
work, ¥. 2—5. divides them into 3 clafiés, y.|fee ch. xxviii. 2. be made Solomon his 
6—23. when the number of them was taken from | I/rael ; declared him to’ be his fac 
20 years of age, and upwards; the reafons of;before the affair of Adonijab, for 


-~“2 999°) in paupertate mea, V. L. 
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- Chxxiny.2—24. I CHRONICLES. 35 
jab, that it was againft rhe declared and known will] ove reckoning, according to their father’s hou es 
of his father. | et, made one family with their brethren. © 

. y.2. And be gathered together all the princes of| y. 12. The fons of Kobath, &c.] The fecond fon 
Jfrael, &c.] Ordered them to be affembled, partly }of Levi : Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel four ; 
to acquaint them with his will and pleafure, that|f{ee Exod. vi. 18. ' 
Solomon fhould fucceed him in the kingdom; and] y. 13; The fons.of Amram, Aaron, and Mofes 
partly to fettle the order of the work and fervice]&c.] A fon of Kobath, y. 12. Exod. vi. a 
of the temple ; and therefore thefe were convened|and Aaron was feparated; from the. children of If 
with the priefhs and Levites; to affign to them|rael, Exod. xxviii, 1. that be fhould fanttify the moft 
their refpective places and offices. holy things, he and his fons for ever ; by an holy ufe 

¥. 3. Now the Levites were numbered from the\of them, and keeping them from all unholy and 
oge of thirtyyears, and upward, &c.| So they were|profane ufes; and this they were to do as long as 
numbered in the days of Mo/es, and by his order, |the 4aronical priefthood lafted : to burn incenfe be- 
and fo they were now at firft,; though afterwards|fore the Lord; in the holy place, on the altar of 
there was anew reckoning of them, ¥. 24. amdjincenfe; which none but priefts defcended from 
their number by their pofts ; or according to their} 4aron might do: ¢o minifter unto him; both at the 
heads : man by man was 38,000; which vaftly ex-|altar of burnt-offering and of incenfe; and the 
ceeds the number in the times of Mdo/es; fee Numb.\high-prieft in the holy of holies: and to ble/s bis 
iv. 47, 48. but then thofe above 50 years of age|name for ever, or in bis name ; thatis, the people 
were not numbered, as they now might; fince theit|in his name ; fee Numé. vi. 23—27. 
work in the temple would be much mgreeafy, no} y.14. Now concerning Mofes the man of God, 
burdens to carry, as the ark, the veflels, &e, &c.] Raifed up by him asa prophet, admitted to 

y.4..Of which 24,000 were to fet forward the|great familiarity with him, a law-giver from him, 

work of the houfe of the Lord, &c.} To prepare for|and the ruler and guide of J/rael under him thro’ 

the work of the priefts by flaying the facrifices, |the wildernefs : is fons were named of the tribe of 
flaying them, cutting them in pieces, and wafhing Levi ; were only common Levites ; Mo/es had no 
them, and bringifig them to the altar ; 1000 of|ambition to gratify ; he fought no honour for. his 
thefe ferved weekly. in their turns : avd 6000 were pofterity ; the civil government was left to Fofbua, 
officers and judges ;, that aéted as juftices of thejand the priefthood to Aaron. 
peace in the feveral parts of the country, heard] ¥. 15. The fons of Mofes were Gerfoom and Elie- 
caufes and adminiftered juftice to the people, being }zer 3] See Exod. xviii. 3, 4. 
trained up in and acquainted with the laws of God,| y. 16. Of the fons of Gerfoom Shebuel was the 
civil as well as ecclefiaftic ; fome were more pro-|chief;} Of the pofterity of Ger/bom in the times of 

‘perly judges, and others executioners of their fen-|David, called Shubael, ch. xxiv. 20. the Targum 
tence ; fee Devt, xvi, 18. and xvii. 9. makes him to be the fame with jonathen, Fudg. 

¥. 5. Moreover 4000 were porters, &c.| At the|Xviii. 30°. 

eaft, north, and fouth gates of the temple, intheir]; ¥. 17, 4nd the fons of Eliezer were Rebabiah 

turns: and 4000 praifed the Lord with the inftru-\the chief, &c ] The firft and only begotten, as it 

ments ; wete fingers in the temple, which in all follows: azd Eliezer had none other fons ; before 
made up 38000: which I made {aid David to praife\nor after him: but the fons of Rehabiah were very 
therewith; which inftruments he devifed and or-| many 5 or greatly multiplied ; not, as the Targum 
dered to be made to praife the Lord with ; fee|fays, above 600,000; the number of J/rac/, as 

2 Chron. xxix. 26. Neb. xii. 36. the ewi/b writers ™fancy ; which they gather from 

y. 6. And David divided them into courfes among Exod. i. 7. and xxxil. 10. fee Numb. xi. a1. and 
the fous of Levi, &c.] nto three claffes, according|that though Mo/es deprecated the multiplication 
to the number of them, which follow, namely :|of his feed, God fulfilled it. 

Gerfhon, Kobath, and Merari, {ee Exod. vi. 16. ¥. 18. Of the fous of Izbar, &c.|. Another fon — 

_ ¥. 7. Of the Gerfhonites were Ldadan and Shi- of Kobath, the fon of Levi, y¥.12. Shelomith the 
* ‘mei 3) Thefe two were the immediate pofterity of|¢4ie/; the principal defcendent of Jzar at this 

Gerfbon ; are the fame with Libui and Shimbi,. and|time. 

heads of families, Exod. vi. 17. ¥. 19, 20,21. Of the fons of Hebron, &c.] A 

y¥. 8. The fons of Laadan, the chief was Febiah,\third fon of Kobath, v.12. Feriab the 18, Amariab 
and Zetham, and Foel ;} Not his immediate fons, |¢he 24, Fabaziel the 3d, and Fekameam the 4th: of 

but fome that defcended from him. the fons of Uzziel ; another fon of Kohath, y. 12. 

¥. 9. The fons of Shime?, &c.] Not him that was Micab the tft, Fefiah the 2d: the fons of Merari, © 
the. fon of Gerfbon, ‘but.a defcendent of Laadan,|Mabli, and Mufbi, Exod, vi. 19. the fons of Mabli, 

his fon, as Kimchi obferves: Shelomith and Haziel,\Hleazar, and Kifo,; of whom fee ch. xxiv. 28, 

and Haran, thefe were the chief of the fathers of|29- ; 

Laadan., of the families that fprangfrom him. | ¥. 22. dud Eleazar died, and had no fons, but 

y. 10. And the fons of Shimei, &c.] The fon of |\daughters, &c.] And fo none to fucceed him in his 

Gerfoon, and brother of Laadan, according to|office and fervice : and their brethren the fons of Kifo 

Kimchi, which feems right, were Fabath, Zina, |took them; married them, their uncle’s fons, their 

and Feufh, and Beriah, thefe four were the fons of Shi-|own coufins. 

‘mei, defcendents of his in the times of David. y¥.23. And the fons of Mufbi, &cc.] The other 
y.11. And Fabath was the chief, &c.]  The\fon of Merari, Mabli; {0 called from his uncle, 
‘prince.and head of a family’: and Ziza the fecond ;\his father’s brother: and Eder and Ferimoth, threes 

the fame with Zina in y. 10. and is there read mentioned again ch. xxiv. 30, 

- Liza in the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions:| y.24. Thefe were the sons of Levi, after the houfe 

but Feufo and Beriah had not many fons x fo as to\of ther fathers, &c.] According to the three clafles 

“conftivute diftinct families: therefore they were in\of them, as defcending from the three fons of Levis 
“wie : evem 


“1 So ih Fiieron. Trad, Heb. in Paralipom, fol. 84. a _ “' “mT, Bab, Beracot,fol. 7. 1, 2. Bemidbar Rabba, 
§. 16, fol. 220.4. 
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wafhing them, and carrying out all the filth there- 


5 FD 


342 
evel he chief of ike fathers, or heads of families : 
as they were counted by number of names by theirtof made by.the facrifices, and otherwife. 
polls; or according to their heads, one by one:] y. 29. Bath for the foew-bread, &c.] Alfo to. 
that did the work far the fervice of the boufe of thejmake and get that ready every week for the priefts 
Lord , the particulars of which are in ¥. 28—31.Jto fet on the fhew-bread-table, when they took off — 
from the age of 20 years, and upwards, they were}the other that had ftood a week, fee ch. ix. 32. @ 
firft numbered from 30 and upwards, ¥. 3. but} for the fine flour for meat-offering, and for the un-— 
David before his death ordered they fhould be num-|/eavened cakes, and for that which is baked in the ~ 
bered from 20 and upwards, y. 27. becaufe the|pan, and for that which is fryed, to deliver out™ 
Tjraelites, being increaied, there would be more|the flour of which thefe feveral things were made, 
work for the priefts in the temple, which would}fee ch. ix. 31. and Lev. ii. and for all manner of 
require the affiftance of more Levites. The reafons|meafures and fize; as the bin and the ephab, and” 
follow. the feveral parts of them ; for things both liquid 
¥.25. For David faid, &c.] As a reafon why]and dry, which were in their keeping, and accord- 

he ordered a new account to be taken: the Lordjing to which they gave out the proper quantity of *- 


God of Tfrael bath given ret unto his people; from 
all their enemies round about, and fettled reft in 
the land, fo that there was no danger of being car 
ried captive, as they were time after, time in the 
days of the Fudges, and whereby they became more 
numerous: that they may dwell in Ferufalem for 
ever; where the temple would’ always continue, 
and not be removed as the ark and tabernacle had 
been, and where all J/rae/ would appear three times 
in the year continually. 

y¥. 26. And alfo unto the Levites, &c.] Or with 
refpect to them : they fhall no more carry the ta- 
bernacle ; on their fhoulders, from place to place, 
as they had done: zor any veffels of it for the fer- 
vice thereof; and fo the fervice of it did not re- 
quire men at their full ftrength, but fuch as 
were but twenty years of age might be employed 
in it. 

y¥. 27. For by the laft words of David, &c.] Or 
therefore by the laft orders he gave before his 
death : the Levites were numbered from 20 years old 
and above; as able and fufficient to do the work 
of their office. 

y¥. 28. Becaufe their office was to wait on the fons 


oil, and wine, and fine four upon occafion. 

¥. 30. And to fland every morning to thank and 
praife the Lord, &c.| The office of others of them’ 
was to fing the praifes of God, both vocally and 
with inftruments of mufick, at the time of the morn=" 
ing-facrifice: and likewife at even, at the time of 
the evening-facrifice, by way of thankfulnefs for 
the mercies of the night and of the day. ; 

¥. 31. And to offer all burnt-facrifices unto the 
Lord, &c.| This was the work of the priefts to 
offer fuch facrifices, and not the Levétes ; but the 
meaning is, according to the Targum, and fo Kim— 
chi, that thefe not only, fung the praifes of God 
morning and evening, but at all times when burnt- 
offerings were offered to the Lord ; befides, fome 
of them helped the priells at fuch times in flaying 
the facrifices, and bringing them to the altar: and 
efpecially their fervice was requifite zz the Jabbaths, 
in the new moons, and on the fet feafis, by number ; 
becaufe befides the daily facrifices, there were ad= 
ditional offerings at thofe times: according to the 
order commanded unto them continually before the 
Lord; fee Numb. xxviii. and xxix. 1 Ber 

¥. 32. And that they foould keep the charge of the 


of Aaron, &c.] The priefts: for the fervice of\tabernacle of the congregation, 8&c.] ‘That no un- 
the houfe of the Lord to affift them therein, and{clean perfons entered into it, and that none of the 


not to bear burdens as in times paft; the Targum 
is, ‘* wherefore the place of their habitations was 


veflels were carried out of it; this was the bufinels 
of the porters: and the charge of the holy place; of 


by the fide of the fons of Aaron, for the worfhip|things that belonged unto it, the vefiels in it, and 
of the fanétuary of the Lord :” iz the courts, and| what was requifite for it, and ufed there: and the 
in the chambers, and in the purifying of all boly| charge of the fons of Aaron their brethren; the priefts, 
things, and the work of the fervice of the boufe| whatever they fhould command them to do: "in 


of God; to keep the houfe, and all the apartments 
in it, courts and chambers clean, by fweeping and 


CHAP, XXIV. | nathan 


T made of the priefts into twenty-four claffes 
or courfes, and which were obferved by lot, and 
each courfe had an head or principal man over it, 
y¥.1—19, and of a like diftribution of the Levites 
into the fame number of courfes, to attend the 
priefts in theirs, ¥. 20—31. 


y.1. Now thefe are the divifions of the fons of \and Abimelech of 


Aaron, &c.| Into the claffes or courfes following : 


the fons of Aaron, Nadab, and Abibu, Eleazar and\the one was high-prieft, and the 


Ithamar ; ch. vi. 3. thefe were the immediate fons 


of Aaron; but the divifion or diftribution of|nately, until the one was remove “in 
them into claffes, are of their pofterity in the|time, and the other eftablithed alone. 
times of David, who defcended from the two|their brethren the priefts, who were ur 


latter. 


y¥.2. But Nadab and Abibu died. before their fa- 


the fervice of the boufe of the Lord; in any “part 
and branch of it before fpecified. co Ee 


HIS chapter relates the diftribution David) ther, &c.] Whilft he was living, fee Leo. x.1,20 


and had no children, therefore Eleazar and Ithamar~ 
executed the priofts office; otherwife, as Yarchi ob- 
ferves, had their brethren left children, they wou 
have come into the office beforethem. © 
¥..3. And David diftributed them, &c.] Thi 
pofterities of Eleazar and Ithamar into ¢ 
claffes or courfes : Loth Zadok of the fons of 
the fons of Ithamar 
the two principal men of the refpeét 
Shel 
puty ; or they both officiated as high- 


thefe, are the perfons David divided into 
according to their offices in their fervice; to 


’ 
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their office as priefts in the fervice of the temple in 
their turns. 4 oe 

y. 4. And there were more chief men found of the 
fons of Eleazar, than of the fons of Ithamar, &c."] 
Or heads of men, heads of their fathers houfes 
and families: and thus were they divided ; among 
the fons of Eleazar there were 16 chief men of the 
houfe of their fathers, and eight among the fons of 

Ithamar, according to the boufe of their fathers ; in 
all 24, and into fo many clafiés or courfes did Da- 
vid divide them; Yarchi fays, at firft when the ta- 
bernacle was at Shiloh, there were but 16 courfes, 
eight from Eleazar, and eight from Ithamar, as is 
explained in the treatife of fafting"; but when Da- 
vid faw that there were more heads of men, or 
chief men of Eleazar’s, he divided the courfes of 
Eleazar into two parts, and Axed 16 courfes ; and 
the courfes. of Ithamar he eftablifhed as at firit, 
eight courfes; left them as they were, which he 
thinks.appears from y. 6. but of the former num-} 
ber of courfes; and when and by whom. fixed, the 
Fews are divided’; fee the note on Luke 15. per- 
haps. there were none before David’s time. . 

¥. 5. Thus were they divided by lot, one fort with 
another, &c.}].. Which. courfe fhould ferve.-firit, 
and which next, and fo on; and who fhould. be 
the chief 'to. each courfe ; which courfe was to ferve 
a week, and then-go out; and this method was 
taken to prevent envy, {trife and contention about 
precedence : for the governors of the fanéuary , or 
of the holy things, or who prefided in things eccle- 
fiaftical : and governors of the houfe of God; or 
rather governors of God, appointed by him judges 
in civil things: were of the fons of Eleazar, and 
of the fons of Ithamar ;, there were of both fami- 
lies, fome employed both in facred and civil things, 
and who prefided in each. 

_ ¥. 6. And Shemaiah the fon of Nethaneel the {cribe, 
&c.] The Zargum is, Mofes the chief {cribe, fo 
called: one of the Levites wrote them; the lots, 
and the names upon them, put into the urn, and 
as they came out, which was firft, fecond, &e. 
and this was done before the king, and the princes, and 
Ladok the pric, and Abimelech the fon of Abiathar, 
and before the chief of the fathers of the priefts and Le- 
vites ; and in this public manner before fuch great 
perfonages, and in the prefence of thofe that were 
interefted in the affair, that it might appear plainly 
no frandulent methods were taken, and that there 
might be no fufpicion of any : one principal hou/e- 
hold being taken for Eleazar, and one for Ithamar ; 
the fenfe of Farchi as above, and other Fewi/h 
writers, is, that one was added to each family. of 
Eleazar, and fo made 16, and Jthamar’s were re- 
tained, and left as at firft, eight : but the fenfe is, 
that firft one family of Eleazar was taken, and 
then one of IJthamar’s family, and then one of 
Eleazar’s again, and fo on until 16 were gone 
through ; and then the other eight were divided 
under fo many heads of the family of Eleazar. 

¥.7—18. Now the firft lot came forth to Fehoia- 
rib, &cc.| And the other 23 to the following per- 
fons in order: Fedatah, Harim, Seorim, Malchijah,\ fence of David the king, and Zadok, and Abimelech, 
Mijamin, Hakkoz, Abijah, Fefoua, Shecaniah, Eli-\and the chief of the fathers of the priefts and Le- 
afoib, Fakim, Huppab, Fefbebeab, Bilgab, Immer,|vites, as in ¥. 6. even the principal: fathers over- 
Hezir, Aphfes, Pethabiah, Febexekel, Fachin, Ga-|againft their younger brethren; the fenfe is, either 
mul, Delaiab, and Maaziab ; of all which courfes| that the one ftood over-againft the other, to be di+ 
we know little more than their names, though they | {tributed by lot, the one as well as the other; or 
continued in fome form or other both under the! they were chofen by lor, let it fall as it would, 


. ; with 


firft and fecond temple, to the deftruction of it; — 
the Fews fay only four of thefe courfes returned 
from the Babylonifo captivity, which were thole of 
Fedaiah, Harim, Pajbur and Inmer; though Pa/bur 
1s. not among thefe here; yet they fay each of thefe 
four had fix Jots, and that the names, and the or- 
der of the other courfes, were retained and conti- 
nued under them, and fupplied by them: hence 
we read of Mattathiah, from whom {pfung the’ 
Maccabees, as of the courfe of Feboiarib, 1 Maccabd. 
li. 1. which was the firft courfe, and the moft ho- 
nourable; wherefore Fofepbus?, who was of it; 
valued himfelf upon it, that he was not only of 
the prieftly order, but of the firft clafs or courfe 
of the 245 and we alfo read of the courfe of 4bi- 
jab, the eighth courfe,. of which was Zechariah the 
father of Fobn the Baptif, Luke i. 5. of thefe: 
courfes, fee more in the note there. 

¥. 19. Thefe were the orderings of them, &c.} 
Their-claffes or courfes into which they were divid- 
ed : in their fervice to come into the boufe of the Lord; 
to perform their fervicé in the temple, according 
to their turns, and in courfe as fixed by lot; one 
clafs or courfe ferved one week, and then went out, 
and another came in, each confifting of tooo men; 
fee ch. xxiii, 4. according to their manner ; law; 
right, cuftom, here prefcribed for them: ander: 
Maron their father; that .iss; him who was high- 
prieft for the time being; who bore this name be- 
caufe his {ucceflor and reprefentative, under whofe 
infpection, direétion and. authority all the reft of 
the, priefts were, and whom they were to obey in 
all things: as the Lord God of Ifrael bad commana~ , 
ed-hims to take care they fhould be done: 

¥. 20—30. And the reft of the fons of Levi were 
thefe, &c.] Who were not priefts, only Levites ; 
and from hence, to y. 30. ‘their names are given ; 
of the fons of Amram, Shubael, and his fonFebdeiah ; 
Rebabiah the fon of Eleazar, and Is/biab the fon of 
Rebabiah ; of the Izbarites, fo called from Izbar, 
the brother\of Amram, Shelomoth, and his fon. Fa- 
hath ; and, of the fons of Hebron, another brother of 
Amram, Feriah, Amariab, Fabaziel, and Fekameam 3 
of the fons of Uzziel, another brother of Amram, Mi- 
chab, andhis fon Shamir ;_Isfriab the brother of M+ 
chah, and his fon Zechariah: the fons of Merari, Mabli 
and Mu/hi, bis immediate fons ; from whom fprung 
by Yaaziah, Beno, Shoham, Zaccur and Ibri; ot 
Mabli {prung Eleazar, who had no*fons ; and Kid, 
whofe fon was Ferabmeel; the fons of Mu/bi, an- 
other fon of Merari, Mahbli, Eder, and ferimoth ; 
moft of thefe names are the fame with thofe in 
ch, Xxili, 16—-23. thefe were the fons of the Le- 
vites, after the houfe of their fathers; fome of the 
principal of them. 

¥. 31. Thefe likewife caft lots over-againft their 
brethren, the fons of Aaron, &c.] » Thefe being di- 
vided into 24. claffes alfo, caft lots; which clafs 
fhould anfwer to, ‘attend upon, and ferve the firft — 
courfe of the priefts, and which the feeond, and fo 
on. And. this they did in the fame folemn and 
public manner as the priefts had done: in the pre- 


- 


® T. Bab. Taanith, fol. 27.1. * © Thid. ? Vita ejus, §. 1. 
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without any regard to age or dignity, to the fe-Jor poorer, their families more or lefs numerous, — 
niority or largenefs of houfes and families ; but as}and ancient, fo they took their places. 
they were chofen, be they younger or elder, richer 


CHAP. XXV. 


‘ELIS chapter relates the appointment of the) Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth in all fourteen, 
T fons of Ajaph, Heman, and ‘Feduthun, to be}to whom came the 6th, gth, 11th, 15th, 16th, 
fingers in the temple, ¥. 1—7. the diftribution of|18th, 20th, 22d, 24th, 17th, 19th, 20th, and 
them by lot into 24 clafles, 12 in each clafs, y. 23d lots, ¥. 13. 16. 18. 20. 22, 23. 25. 27. 2g. 
8—31. 31. 24. 26. 28. 30. per 
¥. 5. All thefe were the fons of Heman, the king's 

¥. 1. Moreover, David and the captains of the\feer, &c.) ‘The prophet of _the king, as the Tar- 
boft feparated to the fervice, &c.| Of finging the|gum, who was frequently with him, affifting him» 
praifes of God; this was done by the princes of |i the words of God in divine things: to Aft up 
the people, and the chief of the priefts, who were ga-|¢he born; to blow with the hornpipe or trumpet, 


thered together, and before whom the lots were caft, 
both for priefts and Levites, and now here for the fing- 


ers, fee ch. xxiii. 2. and xxiv. 6. and thofe that were 


feparated were of the fons of Afaph, and of Heman, 
and of Jeduthun, or Ethan, the three precenters, 
or chief of the fingers: who should prophefy with 
harps, with pfalteries, and with cymbals, fing pfalms, 
hymns, and fpiritual fongs, indited by the holy Spirit 
ot God; which contained in them prophecies con- 
cerning things to come, particularly relating to 
the Meffiah, of which there are many in the book 
of P,aims; and to the tunes of thefe they played 
on the above inftruments of mufick: and the 
number of the workmen, according to their fervice 
was; as follows. 

¥. 2. Of the fons of Afaph, &c.]. Who were 
feparated, and by lot appointed to the fervice of 
fingers in the temple: Zaccur, and Fofeph, and 
Nethaniah, and Afarelab, called Fefharelab, y. 1 4. 
thefe had the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 7th lots, ¥. g, 10. 
12.14. under the hands of Afaph, under his in- 
ftruction and authority: which prophefied according 
to the order of the king, which A/aph compofed 
pfalms under the infpiration of the Spirit of God, 
and was ordered by king David to fing them, and 
by whofe command they were inferted in the book 
of pfalms, where they now ftand with his name to 
them. 

x. 3. Of Feduthun, &c.] Or Ethan, the fons 
of Feduthun: Gedaliah and Zeri; called Jzri, ¥. 
11. and Fefoaiah, Hafbabiah, and Mattithiah, fix ; 
whereas five only are mentioned ; it may be thought 
that Shimei, ¥. 17. is the fixth, he not being men- 
tioned elfewhere; it is a tradition of the Fews, that 
his mother was now with child of him, and it be- 
ing forefeen by the Holy Spirit that he would be 
the chief of a courfe, the number fix is given, as 
Farchi obferves ; but rather as Kimchi, he was 
young, and not fit to fing, yet was chofen the 
head of a courfe, until he was grown up and fit for 
it; to thefe fix came up the 2d, 4th, 8th, 12th, 
14th, and roth lots, ¥.9. 11. 15. 21. 17. and 
thefe were under the hands of their father feduthun ; 
to inftruct and direct them, and appoint their fer- 
vice to them : who prophe/ied with a harp ; or fang 
a prophetic pfalm or hymn on that: to give thanks, 
and to praife the Lord, for what he had done and 
rege’ and foretold he would do for his peo- 

e. 

¥. 4. Of Heman: the fons of Heman, &c.] The 
third chief finger: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel; 
the fame with Azareel, ¥. 18. Shebuel; called Shu- 
bael, 9.20. and Yerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eli- 
athab, Giddalti, and Romanti-ezer, Fo/bbekafbah, 


and to magnify and fet forth the ar of the 
kingdom of J/rael, and efpecially of the king Me 
fab, the horn of falvation, that would be raifed up 
in the houfe of David: and God gave to Heman 
‘fourteen fons; whofe names are before-mentioned > 
and three daughters; of whom we have no more ac- 
count, only may obferve, that both are the gifts of 
God, and an heritage from him, Pf cxxvii. 3. 

¥. 6. All thefe were under the hands of their fa- 
ther, for fong in the houfe of the Lord, 8c.) In- 
ftructed and direéted by him in the performance of 
the fervice in the temple: with cymbals, pfalteries, 
and harps, for the fervice of the boufe of God; which 
were the three principal inftruments of mufic ufed 
in the temple-fervice: according to the king’s order, 
to Afaph, ‘Jeduthun, and Heman;, who ordered and 
directed them what to fing, what tunes to make 
ufe of, and what inftruments to play upon to thofe 


tunes. 


¥. 7. So the number of them, with their brethren, 
&c.}] Who each of them had 12 with them, as 
after reckoned : that were inftrufed in the fongs of 
the Lord; taught how to fing them : even all that 
were cuaning ; expert and well filled in the feience 
of finging: was 288; for there being 24 claffes 
anfwerable to thofe of the priefts, and 12 in each 
clafs, 12 times 24 make 288. ' 

¥. 8. And they caft lots, ward againft ward, e.J 
That is, which ward or courfe of the fingers fhould 
anfwer to and attend on the firft ward or courfe of 
the priefts in their weekly fervice, and which 
the fecond, and fo on: as well the fmall as the 
great, the teacher as the febolar; no regard was 
had to the age of a perfon, his being the firit- 
born or a younger brother, or to his office and 
ftation, whether as a teacher or a learner in the 
fcience of finging ; he was made the head of a 
courfe, as the lot came up; and it may eafily be. 
obferved, by comparing the lots in the following 
verfes with the fons of the chief fingers, according: 
to the order of them in ¥. 2, 3, 4. that the younger 
are often preferred in the courfes by lot to the el~ 
der, of which even the firft lot isan inftance. 

¥. 9. Now the firft lot came forth for Afaph to 
Fofeph, &e.] His fecond fon to the preference of 
the firft-born, ¥. 2. the fecond to Gedaliah, wha 
with his brethren and fons were twelve; and which 
mutt alfo be underftood of Fo/eph, and fupplied to © 
him ; for thofe being both in one verfe, as Farchi — 
obferves, it is but once mentioned, but muft be 
fupplied, or otherwife the number ,of 288 could 
not be made up; the fame is obferved of all the 
other lots and courfes to the end of the chapter as 
here, and therefore need no more remarks. 
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FN this chapter we have a farther account of th —¥. 9. And Mefbelemiah had fous and brethren; 
difpofition and diftribution of the Levites, to Strong men, eighteen, &c.] He had feven fons; y. 
ferve in other offices, as of porters at the feveral| 1, 2, 3. and therefore mutt have eleven brethren or 
gates of the temple, for which they catt lots, y. kinfmien. 
1—1g. of others, as over the treafures of the houfe| y. 10. Alfo Hofah of the children of Merari had 
of the Lord, ¥. 20o—28. and of others that were fons, &c.]. Who was a fellow -porter of Oded- 
appointed judges in the land, to adminifter juftice |edom’s at the ark, ch. xvi. 38. Simri the chief (for 
to the people, ¥. 29g—32. though he was not the firft born, yet his Sather made 
him the chief;) the firtt-born being unfit for fer- 
vice, either through want of an intellectual capa- 
city, or of ftrength of body, or through forhe de- 
fect or another ; according to the Syriac verfion, he 
was dead; fo fome underftand the words; he, the 
father, had no firft-born remaining or living. 
¥. 11. Hilkiab the fecond, Tebaliah the third, 
Zechariah the fourth; all the fons and brethren of 
Hofah were thirteen] Four fons, and nine bre- 
thren or kinfmen. 
¥. 12. Among thefe were the diviftons of the por- 
fers, even among the chief men, &c.] Tliefe be- 
fore named were the principal men of the porters; 
among which was a divifion or diftribution of them 
into claffes or courfes, in which they ferved weekly 
in turn: having wards one againft another, to mi-« 
nifter in the houfe of the Lord; meaning either to 
watch in, as on the north againft the fouth, and 
the eaft againft the welt, and wice verfa. The 
Jews fay ‘, the priefts kept ward in three places in 
the houfe of the fanctuary ; in the houfe of Abtines; 
in the houfe of Nitzotz, and in the houfe of M- 
keds and the Levites in 21 places, five at the five 
gates of the mountain of the houfe, four at the 
four corners of it within, five at the five gates of 
the court, four at the four corners of it without; 
one at the chamber of the offering, one at the 
chamber of the veil, and another behind the houfe 
of atonement, the holy of holies; but rather the 
fenfe is, that they had wards or courfes an{werable 
to thofe of the priefts, and the other Levites, the 
fingers, and were diftributed into 24 clafles of 
courfes as they, which are thus reckoned by Kim- 
chi, at the eaft fix, at the north four, at the fouth 
four, at Afuppim two and two, which were four; 
at the weft four, and at Parbar two; lo, twenty- 
four; fee ¥. 17, 18. 
¥. 13. And they caft lots, &c.] To determine 
at which gate each fhould ftand, who at this gate, 
and who at the other, &c. as well the fall as the 
great, according to the houfe of their fathers for every 
gate; meaning, not little ones and grown perfons 
in a family, but the {maller and poorer families, 
and the larger and richer ones, had their places 
affigned them at the feveral gates, as the Jot di- 
rected ; they did not go according to the dignity 
and precedence of their families, but according to 
lot 
¥. 14. And the lot eaftward fell to Shelemiab, 8c.) 
The fame with Méefhelemiah, ¥. 1, 2, 9. he by lot 
was placed at the eaftern gate, called afterwards 
the gate Shufban, the city Shufhan being portrayed 
upon it": then for Zechariah his fon (a wife coun- 
éllor;) and who was his firft-born, ¥.2. a man 
of great parts and learning: for they were not 
mean perfons that were employed in this office; 
nor was the office a mean one, like that of our 


porters ; 


¥. 1. Concerning the divifions of the porters, &c.] 
Or door-keepers, whofe bufinefs it was to open and 
fhut the doors of the temple, to keep all impure 
and improper perfons from entring into it, or any 
of the vefféls being carried out of it, and to prevent 
tumults and riots about it; thefe, as it feems, 
David divided into a like number of claffés, as the 
fingers, to take their turns in waiting: of the Kor- 
bites was Mefhelemiab the fon of Kore, of the fons of 
Afaph, not Afaph the finger, who was a Ger/bonite, 
but the fame with Elia/aph, ch. vi. 23, 27. a Kor- 
bite. 

¥. 2, 3. And the fons of Mefhelemiah were, Ze- 
chariah the firft-born, &c.] And fix more, who 
are mentioned in their order: Fediael, Zebadiab, 
and Fathniel, Elam, Febobanan, and Elicenai. 

W. 4, 5. Moreover, the fons of Obed-edom, &c.] 
The fame at whofe houfe the ark was, before it 
was brought by David to Zion ; his fons were por- 
ters alfo, as himfelf, ch. xv. 24. and xvi. 38. 
mention is made of eight fons of his, according to 
their birth: Shemaiah, Febozabad, Foab, Sacar, 
Nethanecl, Ammiel, Iffachar, Peulthai; for God 
bleffed bim, as with wealth and riches, fo with a 
numerous offspring, and that becaufe of his enter- 
tainment of the ark at his houfe ; the great increafe 
of his family is aggravated by the Jews ? beyond 
all credit, that all in his family brought eight at a 
birth ; the Targum here makes them eighty-two in 
all. 

¥. 6. Alfo unto Shemaiah bis fon, &c1 His 
firft-born, ¥. 4. were fons born, that ruled through- 
out the boufe of their father ; were heads of fami- 
lies, “eminent and principal men: for they were 
mighty men of valour; which their office fometimes 
required them to be, to guard the temple at night 
as well as day from thieves and robbers, and to 
hinder refolute men entring in, unfit for it, and 
feize on rioters, and quell tumults raifed. 

¥. 7. The fons of Shemaiah, &c.] The fame be- 
fore-mentioned, the firft-born of Oded-edoim: Othni, 
and Rephael, and Obed, and Elzabad, whofe bre- 
thren were firong men; Elibu and Semachiah ; which 
may rather denote their valour and courage, as be- 
fore, though ftrength of body was ‘needful, parti- 
sularly to open and fhut the doors of the temple, 
which, Yo/ephus** fays, required the affiftance of 
20 men. . . 

¥. 8. All thefe of the fons of Obed-edom, &c.] 
And grandfons : they and their fons and their bre- 
thren, able men for ftrength for the fervice; men of 
fortitude of mind and ftrength of body, as before 
obferved: were 62 of Obed-edom; that fprung 
from him, which the ews * account for in an ex- 
travagant manner, as the effect of mitaculous 
births. 


~_ 4 Hieron. Trad. Heb. in 2 Reg. fol. 77. M, * Contr. Apion, 1. 2. §. 9. * T. Bab, Betacot, fol. 63. 2. 
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porters ; but men of confiderable rank and figure, 
_ and of knowledge and learning, were in it ; fome 
of them were judges, ¥. 29. and their places were 
places of great truft, they had much treafure com- 
mitted to them, as appears by ¥. 20, @&e. they caft 
lots, and bis lot came out northward; where was a 
gate jn after-times,- called Teri or Tedi, which dif- 
fered from other gates in this, that it had no thre- 
fhold, only one ftone was laid upon another, and 
was not commonly ufed ”. 

¥. 15. To Obed-edom fouthward, &c.} Where 
were two gates in after-times, called the gates of 
Huldah*: and to his fons, the houfe of Afuppim ;' 
the word has the fignification of gathering, hence 
fome take it to be a council-houfe, where the San- 
hedrim or elders gathered together, and fat; and 
others, rather a treafure-houfe, where things of 
value were collected and laid up, fince Obded-edom 
had the charge of gold and filver, and the vefiels 
of the houfe, 2 Chron. xxv. 24. but Dr. Lightfoot ’ 
is of opinion, that ‘* d/uppim were two gates in 
the weftern wall, which ftood moft fouth, or 
neareft to Ferufalem , and the boule of Afuppim was 
a large piece of building that ran between them, 
which was’a treafury, or divers rooms for treafuring 
or laying up fomething for the ufe of the temple ;” 
though L’Empereur thinks * it was the chamber of 
Korban, which is not fo probable. 

y. 16. To Shuppim and Hofab the lot came forth 
wefward, &c.| Of Shuppim no mention is before 
made; of Ho/ah, fee ¥. 10, 11. their lot was to 
be placed at the gates on the weftern wall, where 
were four ; the two more fouthward being affigned 
to the fons of Obed-edom, whofe lot alfo was fouth- 
ward, are taken notice of under the divifion in the 
preceding verfe; Parbar was another, ¥. 18. and 
another follows here: with the gate Shallecheth, by 
the caufey of the going up; this gate was in later 
times called Coponius, from the name of a Roman 
commander, in the times of Herod, who might 
give it this name on his account; it might have 
the name of Shallecheth either from /ending out, or 
carrying out the filth of the temple through it ; or 
rather from cafling up the caufey, as here exprefled, 
which was the going up, or afcent, Solomon made, 
by which he went up to the temple, 1 Kings xx. 
gs. and which agrees with the defcription Fo/epbus * 
gives of one of the gates on the weftern wall, that 
it led to the royal palace, the valley between being 
filled up for the paffage; on each fide of which 
caufey, it is faid, grew oaks and teil-trees, fee J/. 
vi. 13. which ferved both to keep up the caufey, 
and to make a fine, pleafant, fhady walk for the 
king to pafs through to the temple ; all which are 
obferved by Dr. Lightfoot®: ward againft ward; 
for as the gates anfwered one another, {fo the wards 
or watches at them. 

y. 17. Eaftward were fix Levites, &c.] The 
eaftern gate being the way of entrance into the 
temple, required more porters : northward four a 
day; in the day-time, or every day, where was the 
gate Teri or Tedi, ¥. 14. fouthward four a day; at 
the two gates of Huldah, ¥. 15. and toward Afup- 
zim two and two, which were two gates, two at 
each gate, ¥. 15. 

y. 18. At Parbar weftward, &c.] A gate at 
the weftern wall; the Fewi/b writers generally in- 
terpret it an outward place, but Dr. Lightfoot * 
thinks it is the fame with Parvar, which fignifies 


fuburbs, 2 Kings xxiii. 11. and which agrees with 
the defcription Fo/ephus * gives of one of the weftern 
gates, that it led to'the fuburbs: four at the caufey ; 
by which was the gate Shallecheth, ¥. 16. and two 
at Parbar; the gate before- mentioned. 
¥. 29. Thefe are the divifions of the porters ¢ 
the fons of Kore, and among the fons of Merari | 
For among thofe Levites which defcended from 
Kore, a grandfon of Kobath, and which fprung, — 
from Merar, a brother of Kohath, the porters.only. 
were, fee y. 1.10. “i ott to 
y. 20. And of the Levites, &c.) The reft of. 
the Levites, as the Gerfbonites, Amramites, Izha-; 
rites, and Hebronitet, ¥. 21.23. Abiyab was over 
the treafures of the bouje of God; as the tithes, vel- 
fels, veftments, wine, and oil, and other ‘things 
fuch an one was Phinebas- at the time of the de=) 
ftruction of Ferufalem by Vefpafian, who being, 
taken, fhewed and delivered the priefts garments,, 
and many other precious things and facred orna~ 
ments under his care *: aud over the treafures of the 
dedicate things; voluntarily devoted for facrifices 
and repairs of the temple; and this 4bijab had, the, 
care of each of thofe at firft, which afterwards were 
dixigey and put.under the care of different per-) © 
ons. 5 
y¥. 21. As concerning the. fons of Laadan,. &e.} 
The fame with Libni, fee ch. xxiii, 7. the fons-of, 
the Gerfoonite Laadan, {0 called, to diftinguifh him 
from another Laadan, as Kimchi thinks +, chief faz, 
thers, even of Laadan the Gerfbonite; that {prang 
from him: were Yebieli; and his fons next men= 
tioned. Ws teal 
¥.22. The fons of Febiel, Letham, and Foel bis, 
brother, &c.} Both ions .of Fehiel which were. 
over the treafures of the houfe of the Lord.; that part 
of the truft which before was committed to dbijab, 
which concerned, provifions for facred ufes, before, 
obferved. o. ran 
- ¥. 23. Of the. Amramites, and the lzharites, the 
Hebronites, and the Uxzselites.] Whofprang from 
the four fons of Kobath, Amram, .Izbar, Hebron, 
and Uzziel, Exed. vi. 18. with refpect to, the con- 
cerns they feverally had in the truft of the treafures, 
the account follows, all but the Uzzielites, whovare 
not after mentioned. 
¥. 24. And Shebuel the fon of Gerfoom, the fon.of 
Mofes, was ruler of the treafures.| This is the firft 
time that any of the pofterity of Mo/es are taken 
notice of, as being in any office of honour, autho- 
rity, and truft, by the Targum he is faid to be 
Jonathan, {poken of in Fudg. xviii. 30. but very 
wrongly ; this man, according to Jarchi and Kimebi, 
had all thé treafures and treafurers under him. - 
¥.25. And bis brethren by Eliezer, Sc.) His 
kinfmen that defcended from £liezer, the brother 
of Gerfhom, the anceftor of Shebuel, whole defcent 
from him in fucceffion were Rebabiah, Felbaiab, 
Joram, Zichri, and Shelomith, i eee 
¥. 26. Which Shelomith, &c.) The laft-men- 
tioned in the lineage from Eliezer, the younger foa 
of Mojes: and bis brethren; or kinimen: were 
over all the treafures of the dedicate things, which 
He Rea tees for the fervice of God, and 
the temple particularly: which David the king had 
dedicated; out of the {poils the téok in rsd . 
2 Sam. viii, 11. the chief fathers; princes of tribes, — 


and heads of families: the captains over t, 
and hundreds ; in the feveral tribes ppMjen cna 
- ‘ ‘ 7 . : 
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and were concerned in the adminiftration of juftice 
to the people: and the captains of the hoft bad dedi- 
cated; of the army, out of the fpoils in victory 
that came to their fhare, fee Num. xxxi. 48. 50. 
as follows. 
¥. 27. Out of the fpoils won in battle, did they 
dedicate td maintain the boufe of the Lord.| When 
it fhould be built ; for as yet it was not; both to 
repair it when neceffary, and to provide facrifices 
for it; or toconfirm, {trengthen, and animate the 
heart of the king to build-it, fo fome, and put it 
into the power of his hands to doit; fo the Ro- 
tnans dedicated the beft of their fpoil, and laid it up 
in the temple of Jupiter Feretrius, after the exam- 
le of Romulus, their firlt king ‘; yea, fometimes 
out of the fpoil they erected temples, as Targuinius 
Superbus ® did ; or repaired and ornamented them, 
as the temple at De/phos, and others". 

y¥. 28. And all that Samuel the feer, &c.] Or 
prophet, won in battle with the Philiftines: and 
Saul the fon of Kifo; in his wars with the Moabites, 
Edomites, Amalekites, and Pbiliftines: and Abner 
the fon of Ner; the general of his army, who as 
fuch had his fhare in the {poils: and Foab the fon 
of Zeruiah, the general of David’s army, who 
fought with the Ammonites, Syrians, and others , 
all of whom had dedicated more or lels towards the 
building of the temple, and the fupport df it, it 
being known by them all, that God would have a 
place to put his name in: and whefoever bad dedi- 
cated any thing, it was under the hand of Shelomith, 
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brethren, men of valour, 1700, 8c.) And fup- 
poling the /zbarites in the preceding verfe to be 
1600, thefe, with thofe on the other fide Fordan, 
2700, ¥. 32. make up juft the 6000 officeis and 


judges, ch. xxiii. 4. thele were officers among them of 


Trael on this fide Fordan weftward ; in thofe parts 
of the land which were on this fide Fordan, to the 
weft of it, yet nearer to it than thofe meant by 
Irael in the preceding verfe ; it may refpect thofe 
that dwelt more remote from ordan, though 
on this fide alfo, towards the Mediterranean fea : 
in all bufinefs of the Lord, and in the fervice of the 
king ; in things divine and civil, what appertained 
to the worfhip of God,-and the fupport of civil go- 
vernment, and to take care that all the laws were 
obferved, moral, ceremonial, and judicial, and 
that both the Lord was feared, and the king ho- 
noured, and both had what was due unto them. 

¥. 31. Among the Hebronites was Ferijah the 
chief, even among the Hebronites, &c.] The pof- 
terity of Hebron, the fon of Kobath: according to 
the generations of his fathers; a principal man in 
the families that defcended from his anceftors: in 
the 40th year of the reign of David ; which was the 
laft year of his reign, in which year all the above 
things were done; the diftribution of the pric{ts 
into their claffes and courfes, and fo of the Levises, 
fingers, and porters; as well as the appointment of 
thofe feveral judges and officers employed in divers 
parts of the land: and particularly in this year 
thofe Hebronites were fought for, and there were 


and of bis brethren; this man had a great truft| found among them mighty men of valour, at Jaxer of 


committed to him, with his brethren; fome, be- 
fore-mentioned, are faid to be over the treafures, 
fome over one part, and fome over another ; but 
this man was over all of them, he had the fuper- 
intendency of the whole. 

y¥. 29. Of the Izbarites, Chenaniah and his fons 
were for the outward bufinefs over Irael, &c.| 
Which was done out of the temple, and out of 7e. 
rufalem, in the feveral parts of the country: for 
officers and judges, to adminifter juftice and judg- 
ment, and to take care that the laws of God were 
obferved, both with refpect to things civil and re- 
ligious, and delinquents punifhed ; which is a bet- 
ter fenfe than what farchi and Kimchi put upon this, 
outward bufine/s, as if it lay in taking care to have 
timber cut down in the foreft, and ftones dug and 
hewed in the mountains, for the building of the 
temple; and that the lands were ploughed, and the 
vineyards, gardens, and orchards, dreffed, which 
were devoted to facred ufes. 

¥. 30. And of the Hebronites, Hafhabiah and bis 


Gilead, a city on the other fide ordan, which be- 
longed to the tribe of Gad, fee Numb. xxi 32. and 
AUR LT a, Fe 9:54 
¥. 32. And bis brethren, men of valour, were 
2700 chief fathers, &c.] That is, the brethren or 
kinfmen of erijah the Hebronite were fo many 
principal men in their families, and men of forti~ 
tude and courage: whom king David made rulers 
over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe 
of Manaffeb, all which lay on the other fide For- 
dan and being fo remote from the feat of civil go- 
vernment, and of the worfhip of God, they were 
in greater danger of revolting, both from. their 
obedience to their king, and duty to their God; 
and therefore fo large a number was appointed over 
them, to inftruét them and keep them in their 
duty to both, as follows: for every matter pertain- 
ing to God, and affairs of the king, to fe that they 
kept clofe to the pure worfhip and fervice of God ; 
and were faithful and loyal fubjects of the king. 
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N this chapter we have an account of twelve|the militia of the nation ; for after the account of 
military courfes, or twelve legions of foldiers,}the divifion, of the priefts and Levites into courfes, 


with the captains of them, that ferved David | follows an account of the militia of the nation, being 
monthly in their turns, y. 1—15. and of the] divided alfo into monthly courfes ; which, though 
princes of the feveral tribes, y. 16—24. and of|done in the beginning of David’s reign, as Kimchiand 
his ceconomical rulers, ¥. 25—31, and of his "halk Acute a is ie a eth a rae ea 
‘ ‘ 0 foon, is clear\from the inftance of 4/ebel, who - 

qe Se ie Real 080 34 was killed whilft David was king in Hebron, y. 7. 
¥. 1. Now the children of Ifrael after their num-\to wit, the chief fathers ; the chief men in the tribes, 


- ber, &c.} Notthe whole body of the people, but|the princes of them, not the natural fathers of the 
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38 
foldiers jn each courfe, asa learned man fuggetts *; 
fince it can never be thought that fuch a number 
{prung from thole as made acourfe of 24,0005 for 
they are diftinét from the captains and officers after- 
mentioned, under which the foldiers were 5 befides, 
why fhould they be called chief fathers ? thefe, no 
doubt, were the general officers or princes, under 
which the captains and inferior officers were: and 
captains of thoufands and hundreds; in the feveral 
tribes: and their officers; that were under them: 
’ that ferved the king in any matter of the courfes, which 
came in and went out month by month, throughout all 
the months of the year, by which it appears that 
the militia of the kingdom was divided into twelve 
courfes, which ferved each month by turns; when 
one went out another canie in; by which means the 
king was well fupported and guarded, and had an 
army at once at command upon any infurre¢ction or 
war that might arifé; and each courfe ferving but 
one month in a-year, it was no great burden upon 
them, even if they maintained themfelves, fince 
they were at leifure, the other eleven months, to 
attend to their bufinefs ; and efpecially if it was, as 
Jarchi obferves, that not the poor but the rich were 
felected for this fervice: of every courfe were 24,000 5 
fo that the twelve courfes amounted to 288,000 men. 

¥. 2—15. Over the firft courfe for the firft month, 
&c.] The month Nifan, fometimes called 4bid, 
which was March : was Fafbobeam the fon of Zabdiel; 
the firft and chief of David’s worthies, ch. xi. -11. 
and in his courfe were 24,000; and fo in all the 
following ones; this man was of the pofterity of 
Perez, or Pharez, a fon of Fudab; and.fo had 
the preference and command: of all the captains of 
the army for that month: Dodai an Abobite; the 
fame with Dodo, ch. xi. 12. was over the courfe of 
the fecond month, the month Zv, fometimes 
called Fiar, or April; and his lieutenant or fuc- 
ceflor was Mikloth: Benaiah the fon of Feboiada, a 
chief prieft ; or rather a prince, a principal officer, 
was general of the army for the third month, 
Sivan, or May, the fame was mighty among the 
thirty, and even above them, for he was among 
the three mighty, ch. xi. 22. 24: and Ammizabad 
his fon fucceeded him, or was his deputy, when 
etherways employed: though led by our ver- 
fion here, and following the Fewifh writers, I have 
called Benaiah a prieft in the note on 1 Kings ii. 31, 
yet [am now rather of opinion that he was not one; 
for though priefts might bear arms on fome occa- 
fions, yet it is not likely that one fhould be’ in a 
conftant military office, and efpecially general of 
an army ; and befides, this man was of Kabzeel, a 
city in the tribe of %udab, which is not mentioned 
among the Levitical cities, fee 2 Sam. xxiii. 20. 
Fofo. xv. 21. Afahel the brother of Foab was over 
the courfe for the fourth month, Tammuz, or Fune, 
and who being flain by Abner, his fon Zebadiah 
fucceeded him: Shambuth, the fame with Shammahb, 
2 Sam. xxiii. rr. and Shammoth, ch. xi. 27. was 
captain for the sth month, 4, or Fuly: Ira 
the fon of Tkke/h, the Tekoite was over the courfe of 
the 6th month, E/u, or Auguft, fee ch. xi, 28. 
Helez the Pelonite was captain for the 7th month, 
Tifri, or September, fee ch. xi. 27. the captain for 
_the 8th month, Marche/van, fometimes called Bul, 
ot Ofober, was Sibbecai the Hufbathite, of the Zar- 
bites, ot the pofterity of Zerah, a fon of Fudab in 
the line of Hufhah, ch. iv. 4. fee ch. xi. 29. the 
captain of the courfe for the 9th month, Cifeu, or 
November, was Abiezer, of Anethoth, in the tribe 
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of Benjamin, fee ch. xi. 28. Mabarai, of Net 
phath, in the tribe of Fudab, and of the poft 
of Zerab; was over the courfe for che roth n ay 
Tebet, or December, fee ch. xi. 30. and the capta 
for the 11th month, Shebet, or. Fanuary, was Be- 
naiah, of Pirathon, in the tribe ‘of Epbreim, fee 
ch. xi. 31. and over the courfe for thé 12th month, 
Adar, or February, was Heldai the Ne th; i 
the fame with Heléd, ch. xi. 30. and who was of 
the pofterity of Orhwiel, the firft judge in Jrael, 
Judg. i. 13. andiii.g. Pee 
yy. 16—22. Furthermore, over the cittes of ee 
&c.] Were the following rulers or princes; the 
captains over the militia betore-named were of Da- 
vid’s appointment ; but thefe ruled over their re- 
fpective tribes in their own right, or by the choice 
of their tribes: the ruler of the tribe of Rewben was 
Fliezer, the fon of Zichri: of the tribe of Simeon, 
Shephatiah the fon of Maachah, whether this was 
his father’s or mother’s name is not Certain, it 
being the name both of a man and woman: ofthe . 
tribeof Levi, Hafbabiah the fon of Kemuel: of the 
Aaronites, who were of the fame tribe, but being 
priefts, are thus diftinguifhed from the Levites, 
Zadok, who was made high-prieft in the times of 
Solomon: of the tribe of Fudah, Elihu, a brother of 
David's, the fame with Eliab, 1 Sam. xvi. 6. of 
the tribe of I[achar, Omri the fon of Michael: of 
the tribe of Zebulun, I/bmaiah the fon of Obadiah : of 
the tribe of Naphtali, Ferimoth the fon of Azriel : of 
the tribe of Ephraim, Hofbea the fon of Azaziab: of 
the half-tribe of Manaffeh, on this fide Fordan welt- 
ward; Yoel the fon of Pedaiah : of the half-tribe of 
Manaffeh, in Gilead, on the other fide Fordan eatt- 
ward, Jddo the fon of Zechariah: of the tribe of 
Benjamin, Faafiel the fon of Abner, the famous ge- | 
neral on the fide of Jhbofbeth: of the tribe of Daz, 
Azareel the fon of Feroham: thefe were the princes 
of the tribes of Irael; of all excepting Gad and 
Afber, who are omitted; perhaps he that was prince 
of the tribe of Reuben, or elfe of the half-tribe of 
eset, beyond Fordan, was ruler of Gad and 
Afber } thefe lying between Zebulun and Naphtali, 
might be under the prince of one of them. ; 
¥.23. But David took not the number of them 
from twenty years old and under, &c.| Only thofe 
that were twenty years and upwards ; but according 
to Cornelius Bertram *, he numbered them that were 
under 20, though but 16, 17, 18, ort yen BE . 
age, provided they were of robuft bodies, and of - 
a tall ftature, and able to bear arms; which he takes - 
to be the fin of David, in numberin the people, 
being contrary to the law of God ; yet though he 
had ordered them to be numbered, and mht a 


yet he would not take them and put them into 
account of his chronicles, as in the next verfe, th: 
his fin might not be known, fee 2 Sam. xxiii. 9. 
becaufe the Lord bad faid; he would increafe, rack 
like to the ftars in the heavens ; which are n be 
numbered, and therefore David finned in : 
ing tonumber the people. = 
¥. 24. Yoab the fon of Zeruiab epan 
| &c.] By the order of David, but 
his own will, fee ch. xxi: 25 3, 4. 6 
not ; the two tribes of Benjamin z 
counted by him, ch. xxi. 6. ¢ 
for it againft Ifrael, the p age 
before he had done numbering, ¥ 
{to it, ch. xxi. 14. neither was the nm 
account of the chronicles of David; th 
brought in by Yoab, though i 
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entered into the diary, journal, or annals which|and as early as the times of Ninus king of Afyria, one 
David ordered to be written of all memorable events| named Simma was mafter of the king’s cattle’, as 
and, tranfactions in his reign; and which were after-| Fau/tulus was to Amulius king of the Latines™; and 
wards carried on by the kings of Fudah, often re-| fo Zyrrhus in Virgil * had the command of all the 
ferred to in the. preceding books; and -this was|king’s cattle ; and Cicero mentions another in the 
done, not becaufe of the imperfection of the ac-|fame office *: Odi] the Jbmaelite ; an Arab, as the 
count, but becaufe David did not chufe this fin of| Targum, had the care of the camels; and a very 
his fhould be tranfmitted to pofterity, though it| proper perfon he was, who muft know the nature 
has been, notwithftanding this precaution of his. |of them, and how to manage them, Aradia, of 
¥. 25—34. And over-ibe king’s treafures was Az-\the land of the Jbmaelites, abounding with them. 
maveth the fon of Adiel, &c.\ The hiftorian here} This man was fo called, either becaufe he was an 
proceeds to relate who were employed in the ceco-| J/bmaelite by birth, and was profelyted to the Fewi/h 
nomical and civil affairs of David; and the firft religion ; or he was an J/raehte that had dwelt fome 
mentioned is the lord of his treafury, who had| time in the land of Tfomael, and therefore fo called. 
the care of his gold and filver brought into his ex-| Bochart ® thinks, he had his name of Odi/ from his 
chequer, either by a levy on his own people, or office, the word in the Arabic language fignifying 
by the tribute of others : Febonatban the fon of Uz-|a keeper of camels. ‘febdeiah the Meronothite was 
2iab had the care of the ftorehoufes, in which were, over the affes, which were émployed in ploughing 
laid up, what the fields, cities, villages, and caftles, and carrying burdens ; and Faziz the Hagarite was 
that belonged to the king produced, whether by|over the flocks of fheep, the chief fhepherd, who 
fruits gathered in, or by rents collected: Zzri the) had the command of all the under-fhepherds, and 
fon of Chelub looked after his workmen in the a very proper perfon, being an Hagarite, or Arab 
fields, employed inthe tillage of the ground: Sbi-|for fuch dwelt in tents for the fake of pafturage for 
mei of Ramath, in the tribe of Benjamin, had the\their flocks, as Yarchi notes: thefe were the prin- 
«care of the vineyards, to fee that they were drefled|cipal men that had the care of Davia’s perfonal 


and pruned, and kept in good order: Zabdi of|fubftance ; fo in after-times, the Roman Cefars* 
~ Shepham, Numb. xxxiv. 10, 11. had the charge of| 


the wine fqueezed out of the grapes, both in the pref- 
fes and in the cellars: Baal-banan of Geder, in the 


tribe of Fudab, Fofo. xv. 36. 58. was over the|was uncle, the fon of Shimea, his brother being a 
olive and fycamore-trees, to fee that they were well] wife and learned man, was his counfellor, fee 2 Sam. 
taken care of: and Yoa/h was entrufted with the|xxi. 21. and Febiel the Hachmonite was preceptor, 
cellars where the oil was depofited: Shitrai.the|or tutor to the king’s fons, that brought them up, 
Sharonite had the herds of kine fed in Sharon com-jand took care of their education ; Abithophel was 
mitted to his truft,; whether in Sharoz beyond For-|his counfellor, until the confpiracy and rebellion 
dan, or that about Lydda and Foppa, near the Me-| of Abfalom ; and Hufbai the Archite was his com-, 
diterranean fea, both affording fruitful paftures for| panion, friend and favourite, with whom he con- 
herds ; and this man being of Sharon, was a fit|verfed at leifure hours. After the death of Abito- 
man to be employed in fuch fervice: and Shapbat|phel, Fehoiada the fon of Benaiab, and Abiather, 
the fon of dla: was over thofe herds that were in) were his counfellors, and Joab the general of his 
the vallies, where were good paftures for them ;\army. 

fuch officers Pharaoh king of Egypt had, Gen. xlvii. 6. | 


had fuch fort of fervants to take care of their farms, 
fields, fruit, cattle, &%c¢. the reft that follow were 
David’s courtiers. ‘Jonathan, or to whom David 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


AVTID having convened the principal men |king, and of bis fons 3 whofe names may be read in 


D of the nation, declared Solomon his fucceffor, 
whom God had chofen both to be king, and to build 
the temple, ¥. 1—7. and exhorted both them and’ 
him to ferve the Lord, and build an houfe for 
him, ¥. 8,9, 10. then gave Solomon the pattern of 
it, and an account of the materials he had _pre- 
pated for it, y.11—1g. and encouraged him to 


go about the work with alacrity and intrepidity, 
Visca: * \ 

y.1. And David affembled all the princes of If- 
vael, the princes of the tribes, &c.| Whofe names are 
given in ch. xxvii. 16—22. and the captains of the 
companies that minifired to the king by courfe; 
monthly, each having 24,000 men under him, 
whofe names are expreffed, ch. xxvii. 2—15. and 
the captains over the thoufands; of which there were 
24 in a courfe, at the head of each 1000, under 


ch. xxvii. 25—31. with the officers; the courtiers } 
and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant 
men; both men of valour, and of wealth and 
riches : thefe David affembled unto Ferufalem; the 
metropolis of the kingdom, and where his court 
and palace were. | » 

¥.2. Then David the king fiood up upon his fect, 
&c.]  Rofe from the bed or couch on which he 
lay, as Kimchi thinks, being fomewhat recovered 
of his paralytic diforder, and being willing to 
exert himfelf on this occafion. or he rofe up from 
the feat or throne, on which he before fat, in ho- 
nour to this auguft afflembly before him, and that 
he might be the more eafily heard; for which 
reafon we are told‘, it was a cuftom with the an- 
cients, even for kings to ftand up when they had 
a number of people about them they fpoke to ; 
and if any one fat, it was reckoned a new and 


the chief captain : and captains over the hundreds ;| {trange thing ; fo Agamemnon, when wounded, did 
_ eénturiéns under the fecond captains: and the|not fpeak fitting, until he had made an excufe for 


Stewards over all the fubfance and poffeffion of the|ic : and aid, hear me, my brethren, 


1 Diodor. Sical. 1.2. p. 93. 
pee Be, ¥. 485. 
ignorium de Servis, P- 548. 


a 


© Apud Servium, in ib. 


m Liv, Hift, Decad. 1. 1.1. p. 5. 


and my peoples 
having 


» fEneid. 1.7, Tyrrhufque 
P Hierozoic. par. 1. 1.2. ¢.2. col..77- a Vid. 


* Euftathius in Homer. Iiad. 1. p. 46. Vid. Iliad, 19. ¥.77,79: 


a 
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having fomething of moment ‘and importance tolbefore him, as Yarchi, in whofe ‘prefence they, 
fay unto them, and which required their diligent) were, and who heard and faw all that pafled, and 
attention ; and though they were his fubjects, he }to whom David appeals as a witnefs ; the 7 
calls them his brethren, being of the fame nation is, “* before the Word of the Lord,” before whom. 
and religion, and to fhew his modefty and humi-/all chings are naked and open, Hed. iv. 12, 13. 
lity; in which he was a type of Chrift, the king keep and feek for all the commandments of the Lord’ 
of kings, fee Heb. ii. 11. as for me, I had it in| your God; feek to know them, fearch for them in 
my heart to build an boufe of reft for the ark of the\ the word of God, and endeavour to keep them ; 
covenant of the Lord; where it might abide, and] shat ye may poje/s this good land, continue in the 
not be removed from: place to place ; the fame he} poffeffion of it, for by their obedience they held 
had told Solomon, ch. xxii. 7. and for the footftool|it, If, i. 19. and leave it for an inheritance for your,. - 
of cur God; or even for it, for the ark is meant,| children after you for ever that fo they might not 
which is fo called, Pf xc. 5. and cxxxii. 7, 8./be removed from it, and carried captive into other . 
for as the Lord fat between the cherubim over the| lands, as they were for their difobedience. 
mercy-feat, the lid of the ark, it was fpeaking| y.9. And thou, Solomon my Jon, &c ) Who was . 
after the manner of men, a footftool to him: and) prefent in this affembly, and prefented to them by 
had made ready for the building, prepared materials| David as his fucceffor, and their future king: and . 
for.it; feech, xxii. 3,4, 14, 15, 16. and ch, xxix.| having addreffed them, he turns himfelf to him, 
ests and exhorts him, faying, know thou the God of thy 

¥. 3. But God faid unto me, thou foalt not build| father; who was his father and covenant-God, 
an houfe for my name, &c.} This he faid by Na-|and whom he ferved and worthipped, and who had 


a 
‘ 


> 
> 


then the prophet, 2 Sam. vii. 5. decaufe thou hat 


beftowed upon him many favours, both temporal . 


been a man of war, and baft foed blood; fee ch.|and fpiritual ; and having had fuch an experience 


xxi. 8. 

y. 4. Howbeit, the Lord God of Ifrael chofe me 
before all the houfe of my father to be king over Ifrael 
for ever, &c.] Paffing by all his brethren who 
were elder than he, he pitched upon him, and or- 
dered him to be anointed king ot J/rae/, fee 1 Sam. 
Xvi. 10, 12. and that for ever, for a long time, as 
long as he lived; or rather in his pofterity for 
many years to come, and beft of all in his anti- 
type Chrift, the fon ot David, fee Luke i. 32, 33. 
Jor be hath chofen Fudah to be the ruler; the tribe 
of Fudah to be the feat of government, and one 
out of that tribe to be the chief ruler, fee ch. v. 2. 
Gen. xlix. 10. and of the boufe of Judah, the houfe 
af my father; out of that tribe he chofe his fa 
ther’s family, to take from thence one to’ be king 


of his goodnefs, he exhorts his fon to feek to 
know more and more of him, and-to own and 
acknowledge him as his God, and to love and 
fear him : ferve bim with a perfe heart, and with 
a willing mind, cordially and fincerely, chearfully, 
and freely, neither in an hypocritical manner, nor 
through force and\ conftraint, nor with: loathing 
and wearinels: for the Lord fearcheth all beartss: 
the hearts of all men, even of kings, and knows. 
from what principles, and with what views, and 
in what manner they ferve him : and underftandeth 
all the imaginations of the thoughts; not only the 
thoughts of the heart, when regularly formed 
and ranged in order, but even the very begin- 
ning of them, the firft motions of the mind, and 
before they are well formed, fee Gen. vi. 5. Pf. 


of [frael: and among the fons of my father, be liked|\cxxxix. 2. if thou feck him; by prayer and fup- - 


me to make me king over all Ifrael, tho’ the youngeft 
of them, 1 Sam. xvi. 11. this was his will and 
pleafure. } 

¥. 5. And of all my fons, for the Lord hath given 
me many fons, &c.} Whofe names, and the order 
of their birth, may be read in ch. ili: 1—g. be 


2 por of thee; grant his prefence, and beftow his » 


for ever ; from being king, or enjoying that peace, 


plication in his houfe and ordinances : be will be -. 


favour’, fee Jf lv. 6. butif thou forfake him <his 
word, his ways, his worfhip: be will caf thee of 


profperity and happinefs which otherwife would be 


hath chofen Solomon my fon to fit upon. the throne of | enjoyed.! 


the kingdom of the Lord over Ifrael; to be his fuc- 
ceflor in it: this he fays to obferve to them, that 
this was not merely his own will and choice, nor 
the fruit and effect of a fond affection to Solomon ; 
nor was it barely in purfuance of a promife made 
to Bathfbeba, fhe had obtained of him ; but it was] 
according to the will and appointment of God, and 
therefore to be the more regarded. 

¥. 6. And he faid unto me, Solomon thy fon, he 
fhall build my boufe, &e.) See 2 Sam. vii. 13. and 
my courts; in the houfe or temple: for J have 
chofen him to be my fon; predettinated him to the 
adoption of children, Eph. i. 5. and I will be bis 
father , fee 2 Sam. vit. 14. 

¥. 7. Moreover, I will eflablifh bis kingdom for 
ever, &c.] The fame is faid in 2 Sam. vii. 13. if be 
be conftant to do my commandments, and my judgments, 
as at this day; if he continued: in the obfervance 
of them, as he had begun, and went on in until 
that day ; this is added here, and was not fpoken 


by Nathan, when what goes before was ; for'Solo | per chambers; where-the priefts Jay. 


David fince, and as it fhould feem at this time. 
¥.8. Now therefore, in the fight of all Ifrael, the 

congregation of the Lord, &c.) Whom this affem- 

bly reprefented : and in the audience of our God; 


mon was not then born, but muft be fuggefted "| 


‘ 


¥. 10. Take heed now, &c.] Of offending God 
by forfaking him ; or fee, confider, and obferve 
now what he was farther about to fay to him, © 
concerning the building of the temple, as follows : 
for the Lord hath chofen thee to build an houfe for . 
the fanéiuary; a temple for the ark, called the 


| fanctuary, Numb, vii. 9. and x. 21, the Targum ~~ 


is, the Word of the Lord hath chofen thee, €c. 
be flrong, and do it; be of a good heart and cou» 
rage, and fet about it with vigour and refolu- .— 
tion. epee 
¥. 11. Then David gave to Solomon bis fom the 
pattern of the porch, &c.|. The breadth, and le oth, 
and heighth of it, which was to be placed at the 
eaft-end of the temple, and was the. entrance i 


it: and of the houfes thereof; the holy plac nd* ; 
the moft holy, which latter is called the greater 
houfe, 2 Chron. iii. 5. and of the treafuries ; 
things belonging to the temple were = 
priefts veftments, and other things: ame 


a 


verfation, Fer. xxxv. 2. and Adsi. 


I p 
inner parlours thereof ; where the ay 
holy things; all thefe feem to be building 
the wall of the temple round about, 1 Kings vi. 5. 
and of the place of the mercy feat ; the holy of | 1 


A 
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lies, where that with the cherubim over it, and the 
ark under it, were placed. 

x. 12. And the pattern of all that be had by the 
Spirit, 8cc.] ‘By the Spirit of God, who gave him 
the whole form of the temple, and all things re- 
lative to it; juft as God fhewed to Mo/es, the pat- 
tern of the tabernacle in the mount, the Targum 
is, by the fpirit of prophecy that was with him. 
The Fews fuppofe, that Samuel the prophet was 
firft made acquainted with’ it, and he made it 
known to David: of the courts of the houfe of the 
Lord ; the outward court, the court of the priefts, 
&c. and of all the chambers round about ; fee 1 Kings 
vi. 5. of the treafuries of the houfe of ,God, and of 
the treajuries of the dedicate things; of the diffe- 
rence of which, fee ch. xxvi. 20. 

y¥.13. And alfo for the courfes of the priefts and 
Levites, &c.] Where they fhould ferve, of which 
as fixed and ordered by David, fee ch: xxiv, xxv, 
xxvi. and for all the work of the fervice of the boufe 
of the Lord, they fhould be employed* in: and 
for all the veffels of fervice in the boufe of the Lord ; 
which they fhould ufe therein. 

y. 14.°He gave of gold by weight for things of 
gold, for all infiruments of all manner of fervice, 
&c.] Whatever was to be made of gold, David 
was directed by the Spirit ‘of God what weight or 
quantity of gold fhould be made’ ufe of in’ mak- 
ing it{¥ds appears from! fome following inftances : 
filver alfo forall *infiruments”of filver, by weight, 
for all iiftrihents of ‘every kind of -fervice; fo like- 
wife whatever inftruments*or veffels, for the fer- 
vice of the temple, were to be made of*filver, he 
had a direction from the Spirit of God what weight 
each was to be of, or what quantity of: filver was 
to be ufed in it, and this he-gave; according to 
Jacob Febudab Leon *, the vefiels of gold’ were 
340,000, the vefiels of filver 470,000, in all 
810,000. es 

¥. 15. Even the weight for the candlefticks of gold, 
and for their lamps of gold, by weight for every can- 
dleftick, and for the lamps thereof, &c.| Thefe 
candlefticks were ‘ten, and each had feven lamps, 
and were placed five on one fide the Mo/aic can- 
dleftick, and five on the other, as fay the Fews, 
fee « Kings vii. 49. and the weight of gold for each 
candleftick, according to the above writer‘, was 

100 pound; and for both candlefticks and lamps, 
~ David, -by the Spirit of God, was directed to give : 
and for the candlefticks of filver, by weight, both 
for the candleftick, and alfo for the lamps thereof, 
according to the ufe of every candleftick, the weight 
of filver for them was fixed ; of thefe we no where 
elfe read. Kimchi thinks thefe were for the cham- 
bers of the priefts, to give them light when they 
eat and lay there. 

¥.165 And by weight he gave gold for the tables 
of foew-bread, for every table, &c.| For though 
there were but one table for the fhew-bread in the 
tabernacle of Mo/es, there were ten in the temple 
of Solomon, 2 Chron. iv. 8. and each of them con- 
tained 100 pound in weight“: and likewife /lver 
for the tables of filver, thefe were placed in the 
court, as Farchi thinks, on which they flead the 
facrifices ; or, as Kimchi, on which they flew them, 
and laid the fiefh of the burnt-offerings on them, 
which he gathers from Ezek. xl. 39. 

¥. 17. Alfo pure gold for the flefh-books, &c.) 


To take the pieces of flefh out of the pots, in which 
they were boiled : end the bowls, and the cups; and 
for the golden bafons he gave gold dy weight fér 
every bafon; which were veffels made ufe of for the 
receiving and {prinkling the blood of the facrifices: 
likewile filver Ly weight for every bafon of filver ; 
for it feems fome of them were of filver, as others 
were of gold. , y 

¥e 18. Jud for the altar of incenfe refined gold by 
weight; ce.) This was alfo 100 pound weight in 
gold,with which it was to be overlayed ": and gold for 
the pattern of the chariot of the cherubim, which were 
two large ones, befides thofe which Aéo/es made; and 
thefe. were not made of gold, as they were, but over- 
laid ‘with it, fee 1 Kings vi. 23—28. which with 
them made four; and to which the four living 
creatures in Ezekiel’s vifion allude, and: make-the 
mercavab or chariot, the Fews fo much fpeak of; 
perhaps from this, and other like phrafes; and the 
Lord fitting here as in a chariot, not only denotes 
the glory and fplendor of the Shekinab; or divine 
majefty ; but, as fome obferve, his readinefs to 
ridé off and depart, when difpleafed and provoked, 
fee Ezek. x. 18, 19. that fpread out their wings, 
and covered. the ark of the covenant of the Lord; 
not that fpread their. wings over the ark, and co- 
vered it, that-the Mojaic cherubim did; but thefe 
fpread their wings before it from wall to wall, fo 
that it could not be feen by any that turned afide 
the vail, dnd even ‘by‘the high-prieft. when he en- 
tered into the holy of holies: the ark, with the 
cherubim, which were on that, weighed 200 pound 
of pure gold, according to the above writer *. 

¥.19. All this, faid David, the Lord made me 
underfiand in writing-by his band upon me, &c. | Either 
by an impuife of his Spirit on him, whereby it 
was as it were written on his mind, and as clearly 
reprefented to him, as if he,had. it in writing be- 
fore him ; though the Fews think, that all was 
firft made known to Samuel, or {ome other prophet, 
who delivered-it to David in writing, as from the 
Lord: but I fee not why it may not be under- 
ftood, that David had the pattern of the temple, 
and all things relative to it, by an hand-writing 
from the Lord himfelf, through the miniftry of 
angels, as Mojes received the two tables, the hand- 
writing of the Lord, from himfclf; for the words, 
as they lie in order in the Hebrew text are, the 
whole of this ia writing from the band of the Lord, 
unto me; be made me to underftand: even all the 
works of this pattern , the particulars of which are 
given before. ) 
yeo20. And David faid to Solomon his fon, be 
rong, and of good courage, and do it, &c.| See 
the note on ¥. 10. féar not, nor be di/mayed, that 
thou fhalt meet with any oppofition in the work, 
or not be able to finifh it for want of materials 
and workmen, or money to pay them: for the 
Lord God, even my God, will be with thee; to 
guide and direct, profper and fucceed ; the Zar- 
gum is, ** the Word of the Lord God, my God, 
will be thy help :” be will not fail thee, nor forfake 
thee; a promife made to Fo/bua, and is applicable, 
to every good man in whatfoever good work he is 
concerned, Fo/d. i. 5. Heb. xiii. 5. until thou haft finifh- 
ed all the work for the fervice of the boufe of the 
Lord; built the temple, and all the apartments 
of it, and courts belonging to it, and made and 


| pros 
* Relation of memorable things in the tabernacle and temple, ch. 4. p. 19- * Ibid. p. 20. & Jacob 
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provided 
the fervice and worfhip of God. 


y. 21. And bebold, all the courfes of the pricfs|manner of curious work, that. was nec 
and the Levites, &c.] Which David had lately 


fixed to take their turns in the temple, when built : 


even they fhall be with thee for all the fervice of 


the houfe of God to advife and affift him in every 
o the fervice of the fanctuary, which|ment, to do whatever he fhould order, .whether to 


thing relating t 


iL CHRONICLES. Chxxix. 9.14. 


; ye , aaa Ay ty 12.4 
afl the utenfils and veffels neceflary for! /bip, every willing frilful man for any manner 


vice; men that were not only. well fkilled pat. 
aos 
the fervice of the houle, but were willing to em- 
ploy their fkill to the uttermoft for it, and fuch 
David had provided, ch. xxii. 15. al/e the princes 
and all the people will be wholly at thy command- 


they might be fuppofed beft to underftand: and\ overlook. the workmen, or to contribute'to theex- 


there fhall be with thee for all manner of workman- 


CHA 


rh fits be chapter relates how largely and libe- 
rally David, befides what he had before done, 
and his princes, offered towards defraying the ex- 
pences of building the ‘temple, ¥. r—8. and the 
joy and thankfulnefs that he and his people ex- 
prefied on that account, attended with ‘prayers for 
Solomon, and offering facrifices unto the Lord, y. 
g—21. and the chapter is clofed, and fo the book, 


with an account of the fecond unétion of Solomon, 
the placing him on the throne, and the fubmiffion 
of all ranks of men untohim, and of the death of 


David. ¥. 22—30. 


y¥. 1. Furthermore, David the king faid unto all 
the congregation, &c.| Having finifhed what he 


had to fay to Solomon, he addreffed the congrega- 


tion again: Solomon my fon, whom alone God ‘hath 


chofen ; both to be king, and to build the tem- 


ple: is yet young and tender, fee ch. xxii. 5. and 


the work is great; both of governing fo great a 
people, and of building fo magnificent a temple, 
efpecially the latter is meant: for the palace is not 


for man; for any mortal king, though ever fo 


great: Lut for the Lord God, the Targum is, ** but 
for the Word of the Lord God,” who is the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords; and therefore is to 


be built as with the greateft exactnefs, according to 


the pattern he himfelf has given, fo with the 
greateft fpendor and magnificence. 

¥.2. Now I have prepared with all my might for 
the boufe of my'God, &c.] According to the ut- 
moft of his ability for the building and decorating 
of it: the gold for the things to be made of gold; 


as the candlefticks, fhew-bread-tables, &@c. and the 
Silver for things of filver , as for bafons, &c. and the 


- brafs for things of brafs; as the brazen altar, 
brazen laver, Sc. and iron for things of iron; for 
nails, hinges, &c. and wooed for things of wood; 
for rafters, ceilings, floors, 9c. onyx flones; the 
Targum, ftones of beryl: and ftones to be fer; 
other precious ftones to be fet in gold and filver: 
gliftering flones ; the Targum, emeralds; the word 
is wled for ftibium, or black lead, with which wo- 
men painted their eyes ; and fo may fignify black 
ftones, like black lead ; as white marble is after 
mentioned, perhaps black is here meant, or fuch 
{tones Solomon paved the ways with leading to fe- 
rufalen’s; but as fuch ftones are not very plifter- 
ing, there feems to be no reafon for fuch an epithet ; 
uniefs the ftone Phengites fhould be meant, which 
was a clear bright flone, and ferved for looking- 
glaffés. Domitian the Roman emperor, when un- 
der fufpicion of being murdered by perfons he 
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P. XXX, vas 
had offended, garnifhed the portico’s of his palace 
with this ftone, which was of fuch brightnefs, that 
by the images formed.in it, he could fee what was 
behind him”; and fo Lucien {peaks * of Aflarte 
having a fplendid ftone about. her, called Auxus, 
which in the night gave much light to.the temple, _ 
but fhone weakly in the day-time, and lo 

like fire: and of divers colours, that.is, ftones of 
divers colours, as jafpers, amethyfts, ce, . Kimchi 
interprets it of embroidered clothes, and garments 
of needle-work, and in thefe precious ftones were 
fometimes inferted: and all manner of precious ftones; 
as pearls, diamonds, &¥¢, it is hard to fay what all 
thefe precious ftones were for; Jarchi and Kimchi 
think, they were to decorate the walls overlaid 
with gold, in which ,they were fet; it is certain 


they were for garnifhing and beautifying the honfe, 


fee 2Chron. ii..6, and marble flones in abundances 
for pillars, tables, and pavement, as Yarchi; this 
was Parian marble, according to the Septuagint 
and Vidlgate Latin verfions ; the whiteft.of marble>, 
found in the ifland of Paros, and which agrees 
with the word here ufed. s Deas 
¥. 3. Moreover, becaufe I have fet my affection to 
the houfe of my God, &c.| Had a goodwill to ir, 
and was earneftly defirous of having. it built, and 
that ina grand manner: J have of my own proper 


good ; which he had treafured up for his own wufe : 


of gold'and filver, even that / have given to the boufe 
of my God; to build or ornament it, or make 
vefiels for it: over and above all that I have pre- 


pared for the holy boufe, for the building of the 


temple, which is made mention of in the preced- 
ing chapter. er. wade 
¥. 4. Even 3000 talents of gold, 8c.) Which, 
according to Scheuchzer*, amount to 36,660,000 
ducats of gold; and, according to Brerewood *, to 
13,500.000 pounds of our money: of the gold of 
Ophir ; which was reckoned the beft gold; not. 


Ophir in India, which was not known till Solomon's 


time, but in Arabia, as Bochart * has fhewn; fo 
Eupolemus‘, an heathen writer, fays, that David 
having built fhips at chan, a city of Arabia, fent. 
miners to Urphe (fuppofed to be the fame with 
Ophir) in the ifland of the Red-/ea, abounding 
with gold, and. from thence fetched it, fee the 
note on 1 Kings ix. 28. and that he was able to 
give fo great a fum out of his own fubftance, 
Dr. Prideaux * thinks, can only be accounted. for 
ce thefe 
3000 talents, according to him, amounted to 21 
millions, and 600,000 pounds fterling : and 7000. 
talents of refined filver ; amounting, ae 
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Scheuchzer*, to 31,500,000 imperials, or rix-dol- 
lars 3 and, according to Brerewood', to 2,62 5,000 

unds of our money: 40 overlay the walls of the 
oxfes withal ; the gold was to overlay the walls 
of the holy and moft holy place, the filver to over- 
lay the walls of the chambers built around the 
temple. 


¥. 5. The gold for things of gold, the Silver for 


and his people, to offer after fuch a manner; he | 
knew it was God that wrought in them both to 
will and to do, and therefore gave him the. glory 
of it: and David faid, blefed be thou, Lord God 
of Ijrael our father, for ever and ever ; the phrafe, 
our father, does not belong to the God of Jrae/, 
their father by covenant and adoption, but, to Jrael 
or Facob, the anceftor of the Fewi/> nation; who 
things of filver, &c.} Vhe one for what was tojis made mention, of on this accafion, he being the 
be overlaid with gold, the other for what was to] firft that fpoke of building an houte for God, .as 
be overlaid with filver: and for all manner of work|fome Fewi/h writers, ‘farchi and Kimchi, obferve, 
to be made dy the bands of artificers,; what re-|fee Gen. xxviii. 22. 
mained was to be made ufe of, in employing arti-| ¥.11. Thine, O Lord, is the greatnefs, and the 
ficers in making veflels for the temple that were| power, and the glory, and the vittory, and the ma- 
needful : and who then is willing to confecrate his\jefty, &c.] That is, either God.is poffeffed of all 
Service this day unto the Lord, or fill bis band* ?|greatnefs, and immenfity, of dignity of nature, 
and give largely and liberally towards building an|and of all perfections; of almighty power, of ex- 
houfe for the fervice and worfhip, honour andjcellent glory, of fuperiority to all beings, and of 
glory of God ; and David having fet fo good an|honour, and majefty, and all that grandeur, might 
example, could with the better grace recommend|}and honour in men, and victory over others; the. 
the good work to his nobles and people, and which| majeftic appearance they make, and exaltation,above, 
had its defired effect, as follows. others they have, are all of God: for all that is in the 
¥. 6. Then the chief of the fathers, and princes\beaven and in the earth, is thine; they, are both 
of the tribes of Ifrael, &c.] The princes of the{made by him, and all that is in them, and there- 
12 tribes: and the captains of thoufands, and of|fore he has the fole right unto them: shine is the 
hundreds, with the rulers over the king’s work ;\kingdom, O Lord; of nature and providence ; he 
who were now affembled, ch. xxviii. 1. offered|has the fole dominion over all creatures, and the 
willingly ; and chearfully, needed no more argu-|fovereign difpofal of all things: and thou art exalt- 
ments to prefs them to it, but at once realy ed as bead above ali; men on earth, and angels in 
communicated, heaven. . 

¥. 7. And gave for the fervice of the boufe of God,| _.12. Both riches and honour come of thee, &c.} 
&c.] For building and adorning it, and provid-| Whatever of either the children of men have, is 
ing proper utenfils for it: of gold 5000 talents ;\not owing to their merits, nor to their diligence, 
which, according to Scheuchzer’, came to61,100,000/and induftry, and wife condua&, but to the provi- 
ducats of gold : and thefe, with she 10,000 drams;|\dence of God, Eccl. ix. 11. Pf. Ixxv. 6, 7. fo the 
make of our money, according to Brerewood™,|gods with the heathens are faid ° to be givers of 
22,507,500 pounds ; fome reckon a dram at two|riches: and thou reignef over all, governelt the 
ducats anda half, and fomewhat more": and of|world by wifdom, and difpofeft all things in it for 
filver 10,000 talents ; which, according to the for-|the beft : in thine band is power and might ; to do 
mer writer, amounted to 450,000,000 imperials|whatfoever he pleafeth: and in thine hand it is to 
or tix-dollars ; and, according to the latter, they|make great , in worldly things, and fo in fpiritual : 
made of our money 3,750,000 pounds: and of|and to give firength unto all, againtt their enemies, 
brafs 18,000 talents, and 100,000 talents of iron ;|and to do the will and work of God ; of all which 
the weight of each of which were fo much. David had had an experience, 

y.8. And they with whom precious flones were! y. 13. Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, 
found, &c.] Such as are mentioned y¥. 2. gaveland praife thy glorious name.| That he that was fo 
them to the treafure of the houfe of the Lord; to be|great, and fo much above them, fhoyld take no- 
Jaid up there: dy the hand of Fehiel the Gerfhanite ,\tice of them, and beftow fo many great and good 
who, and his fons, had the care of that treafury,;things.on them. 
ch, xxvi. 21, 22, ¥. 14. But who am I, &c.] Originally dutt 

¥. 9. Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered\and athes, a finful creature, unworthy to receive 
willingly, &c.] They were not only glad that they}any thing from God, and of having the honour 
had it to offer, but that they had hearts to do it ;;of doing any thing for him: aud what is my peo- 
they found themfelves quite free to the work, andj ple; fubje& to him, the leaft of all people, fepa~ 
faw it was fo with others, which gave them ex-| rated from the nations round aboyt them, and de- 
treme pleafure : because with perfell heart they offer-|{pifed by them: that we fhould be able to offer fo 
ed willingly to the Lord ; not grudgingly, but chear-| willingly after this fort? that they, who were a 
fully ; not preféd and urged to it; not by con-|poor people, fome years ago brought out of Epyp- 
ftraint, but freely, and that with a pure view to] tian bondage, fhould now be poffeffed of fuch an 
the honour and glory of God: and David the king | affluence, and have fuch a generous heart, and li+ 
alfo rejoiced with great joy ; it made his heart glad | beral {pirit given them, as to contribute in fo large 
exceedingly now he was old, and juft going out}and liberala manner as they had done s all was ow- 
of the world, to fee this good work in fuch for-|ing to the goodnefs of God to them, and the effi- 
‘wardnefs, on which his heart had been fo much|cacy of his grace upon them : for all things come 
fet; it gave him reafon to believe it would be fet\of ¢hee; all good things, temporal and fpiritual ; 
about in good earneft, be carried on with vigour,|the Lord is the fountain of goodnefs, and father 
‘and brought to perfection. — of mercies; and of thine own have we given thee; 

¥. 10. Wherefore David bleffed the Lord before\ for there is nothing a man has but he has received 

all the congregation, 8c.) ‘To whofe goodnefs he}from the Lord, and therefore can give nothing to 

alcribed both the ability and willingnefs of him,|him but his own, fee Rom. xi. 35; 36, 
" 


¥. 18. 
» Ut fupra. 1 Ut fupra. bea! mynd y) impleat manum fuam, V..L, ut impleat manum faam, Vatablus, 
Ut Tapa Ur ig = Ut fapra. 4 * Eifen{chmidius apud Scheuchzer, i P. 635» Re 


Pilcator. 
aediles, Hefiod. Opera, y. 174: fee ¥. 316. 
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heart to keep thy commandments, thy tchimonies, and 
thy ftatutes, &c.| All the laws of God, moral, — 
ceremonial and judicial, even to obferve them cor-. 
dially and fincerely : and to do ail thofe things 5_ 
he had fuggefted to him particularly : aad to build 
the palace tor the which I have made provifions as 
before declared. ivieee 
y. 20. And David faid to all the congregation, 
&c.}' Confifting of princes, captains and officers, 
ch. xxviii. 1. now ble/s the Lord your Gods as he 
had done, for putting it into the power of their 
hands, and into their hearts, to do what they had: . 
and all the congregation bleffed the Lord God of their. 
fathers; fome one as the mouth of the reft put, 
up a thankfgiving to God, as David direéted, to 
which they all affented, and in which they all join- 
ed: and bowed down their beads, and worfbipped 
the Lord and the king ; the one with religious wor- 
fhip, the other with civil; the Syriac and Arabic 
yerfions more plainly diftinguith, they, wor/hipped 
the Lord, and blefed David the king., though fome 
think Solomon, now made king, is meant, : 
y. 21. And they facrificed facrifices unto the Lord, 
&c.]\ David and' the congregation : and. offered, 
burnt-offerings unto the Lord on the morrow. after that 
day; not having ‘time-enough on that, day to per- 
torm, at leaft not all of! them; and, thefe they of- 
fered on the altar David had ereéted in the threfh-, 
ing-floor of Araunah, by the order of God, where 
afterwards the temple was built: eves 1000,dul- 
locks, 1000° rams, and 1600 “lambs, with. their 
burnt-offerings ; and meat-offerings alfo, both which, 
always went along with them: and facrifices in 
abundance for all Lfrael; whom they reprefented > 
thefe laft were peace-offerings, part of which the 
offerers had for themfelves and friends to feaft on, 
as thefe did, as follows. 
y¥.22. And they did eat and drink before the Lord 
on that day with great gladne/s, S&c.\ Before the 
ark of the Lord, which was in the tabernacle Da- 
&3c. to build thee an houfe for thine holy name, to\vid had pitched for it > and they made Solomow the 
perform holy and religious worfhip in it, for the [Jom of David king the fecond time, the firft, was 
clory of his name: cometh of thine hand, and is|upoh Adonijab’s rebellion, and was done in the pre 
all thine own this he repeats, that God might] fence only of the inhabitants of Yerujalem , bupthis 
have all the glory of all they had and did. was done by and in the prefence of all the great 
y.17. 1 know alfo my God, that thou trieft the\perfonages in the land : and anointed him unto the 
heart, &c.] Searches it, and knoweft it perfectly,| Lord to be the chief governor, under his father 
whether what is done is from it: and baft pleafure|during his life-time, and then to reign in his 
in uprightne/s ; in what is done in fincerity and up-|own right: and Zadok to be pri, high-prieft 5 
rightnels of heart : as for me,’in the uprightne/s of| which office yet he did not exercife till after the 
my heart 1 have willingly offered all thefe things; for| death of David, when Adiathar wap thruft out by 
the truth of which he could appeal to the heart-| Solomon. 
fearching God: and now bave I feen with joy, thy| y- 23- Then Solomon fat on the throne of the Lord, 
people which are prefent here, to offer willingly unto} &c.j Who had given it to him, and eftablifhed 
thee; he judged by what they did, and their man-| him on it, and whofe vicegerent he was, and over 
ner of doing it, that it was done in the upright-| whofe people he ruled: as king inftead of David; 
nefs of their hearts alfo, as his were, which gave] he was viceroy to him in his life-time, and fucceed- 
him fenfible joy and pleafure. ed him at his death, when he had the full power 
y. 18. O Lord God of Abraham, Iaac, and of\of government: and profpered; his reign” was 
Tfrael our fathers, 8c. | The anceftors of the} happy and peaceable: and all Ijrael obeyed him; 
‘fewifh nation, whofe covenant-God the Lord was, | at once ; whereas it was fome time, even a 
and who had ever been mindful of his promife| fore all J/rael obeyed David. Sie. 
to them, with refpe& to them their feed: keep] ¥.24. And all the princes and the mighty men, 
this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of|&c.] The princes of the tribes, an she offer 
the heart of thy people, let the fame difpofition of] of the army : and all tbe fons ihecieof ki yD id ; 


y¥. 15. For we are flrangers before thee, and fo- 
journers, as were all our fathers, &c. |] For tho’ 
they were in poffeflion of the land of Canaan, yet 
they held it not in their own right, but as the 
Lord’s,who faid, the land is mine, Lev. xxv. 23. they 
were but tenants in it, and were not to abide long 
here; they belonged to another city and country ; 
the confideration of which might tend to fet them 
loofe to worldly things, and the more eafily to part 
with them for the fervice of God, and the honour of 
his name : our days on the earth are as a foadow, man’s 
life is exprefled by days, not months and years, 
being fo fhort ; and by days on earth, in diftin@lion 
from the days of heaven, or eternity ; and thefe 
faid to be as a fhadow, of a fhort continuance, 
empty, mutable and uncertain, dark and obfcure, 
quickly gone, like the fhadow of the fun; and 
not only like that, or of a mountain, tree or wall; 
but, as the Targum, of a bird that is flying, which 
paffes away at once: and there is none abiding , not 
long, much lefs always, being but fojourners as 
before ; fo Cato in Cicero? is reprefented as faying,’ 
“« T depart out of this life as from an inn, and 
not an houfe ; for nature has given us an inn to 
fojourn, not a place to dwell in :”? or there is x0 
hope or expeélation’; of living long, of recalling time, 
and of avoiding death. 
y¥.16. O Lord our God, all this flore that we 
have prepared, &c.] Of gold, filver, @c. that he 
and his people had provided and contributed: the 
gold, according to Facob Leon *, amounted to 
59,766 tons of gold, and 46,123 gilders, ‘each 
ton to be reckoned at leaft 1000 pounds fterling ; 
the filver reduced to the value of gold, made 
46,337 tons, and 250 gilders ; but both, according 
to Witfus*, amounted to 20,585 tons of gold; 
and if the talents were talents of the fandtuary, 
and they double the common talents, as fome fay 
they were, it was as much more, and may well be 
exprefled by ail this ftore, befides the brafs, iron, 


mind always continue in them to ferve the Lord]as many as were living: and though they were 
their God: and prepare their heart unto thee, in-| elder than Solomon, they jubmitted to Solomon he king a 


cline and difpofe their minds always to fear the] or gave the band under * him, promifed obedience, 
Lord, and obey his will. and fwore allegiance to him, fee Gen. xxiv. 25 9. 
¥,19. And give unto Solomon my fon a perfec? eA 4 
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before all Ijrael, &c] By giving him fuch a large 
fhare of wifdom and underftanding in government : 
and befowed upon him Juch royal. majeftys not, only 
fuch wealth and riches, but fuch honour and re- 
verence, as had yoi been on any king before him in 
Yrael; not on Saul, nor even on David. 

_¥. 26. thus David the fon of Felfe reigned over 


all Ijrael.| As before related ’in this book, and|ture, 


HRONICLES. 


¥. 25. And the Lord magnified Solomon exceedingly lat, &c.} All that he did that was 


- 


45 
memorable, 
both before he-was king, and when king in Hebron, 
and then in Yeru/alem : bebold, they are written in 
the book of Samuel the feer, and in the book of Na- 
than the prophet, and in the book of Gad the fers 
which were journals of his life and aétions, begun 
by Samuel, and carried on by Nathan and Gad; 
out of which what is recorded in canonical fcrip- 
was taken by divine direction, and preferved, 


in the fecond book of Samuel; his reign being long|whilft other writings are loft; or rather the book 


and glorious. 

¥.27. And theotime that. he reigned over Ijrael 
was 40 years, &c.] See 1 Kings ii rr. 

¥. 28. dud be died in a good old age, &c.] Be- 
ing 70 years of age: full of days, riches and ho- 


nour; had as much of either of them as he could|him, 


of Samuel defigns the firft book of Samuel, and the 
books of Nathan and Gad, the fecond book of Sg- 
muel, by whom it was written. 

¥. 30. With all bis reign and bis might, 8c.] The 
whole of it, and the mighty, valiant aés done by 
the battles he fought, and the viétories he 


wifh for; and having enough, he fought after,Jobtained : and the times that went over him, and 
over Ifrael, and all the kingdoms of the countries ; 
that fade not}things that were’done in his time in J/rael, and in 
3 in|the nations round about fubdued by him, as Mead, 
Ammon, Syria and Philiftia. 


and was taken to the poifleffion of, eternal life, 
durable riches and honours and glory 
away: and Solomon his fon reigned in his ftead 
tuil power and authority. 


' ¥.29. Now the adis of David the king, frft and 
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| The Second Book of the CHRON ICLES. <a 


HIS, and the preceding, were{2y/om, and reaches to the’ deliverance of the Jews 
but one book originally, but di-ffrom thence by Cyrus, and contains an hiftory of 
vided into two becaufe of the|479 years. It treats not at all of the kings of 
largened of it, fo that this is only| J/rael, after the feparation, only of the kings of 
. a continuation of the former hi-}%udah, through whom the line of the Meffiah was 
A {tory ; that ends at the death of|drawn; and though it omits feveral things record 
WAGE David; this begins with the, reignjed of them in the book of Kings; yet it gives 
of Solomen, goes through that, and the reigns of|abundance of anecdotes not to be met with there, 
all the kings of the houfe of David ,; of the kings|which are of great ufe and advantage in hiftory 
of Judah only, after the feparation of the ten|to know. 

tribes, quite down to the captivity of Fudabvin Ba- 
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Ties chapter relates, how that Solomon be-| y. 3. So Solomon, and all’ the congregation with 
ing confirmed in his kingdom, went to Gi- him, went to the high place that was at Gibeon, &c.} 
beon to facrifice, y. 1—6. that the Lord appeared} They agreed ‘to his motion, and went with him 
there to. him, and what pafled between, them, y¥.|thither, fee 1 Kings iii. 4. for there was the tabernacle 
4—12. and that when he returned’ from thence tojof the congregation of God,» which Mofes the fervant 
Yerufalem, he ‘increafed in fplendor, wealth and|of tha Lord had made in the wilderne/s; by the 
riches, y. 13—17. Lord’s direction ; where was alfo the altar of the 
Lord, and fo moft proper to offer facrifice on, 

y. 1. And Solomon the fon of David was firength-\which was what Solomon went thither to do; fee, 
ened in bis kingdom, &c.] Well fettled and efta-|1 Chron. xxi..29. © . 
blithed on the throne of his father, after the death] y. 4. But the ark of God had David brought up 
of fome perfons, from whom he might expect|{rom Kirjath-jearim, &c.] See 2 Sam. vi. 2,17. © 
trouble, fee 1 Kings ii. 46. and the Lord God was} y.5. Moreover, the brazen altar that Bezaleet 
with him, directing and inftructing him, profper-|¢he fon of Uri, the fon of Hur, bad made, &c.} 
ing and fucceeding him; the Targum is, ‘*the}According to the pattern given by Mo/es, at the 
Word of the Lord was his. help :” and magnified|direction of God, Exod. xxxviii. 1. be put before 
bim exceedingly; fee 1 Chron, xxix. 25. the tabernacle of the congregation; either David, or 

y, 2. Then Solomon fpake unto all Ifrael, &c.| To|rather Solomon ; though it feems beft to read the 
their reprefentatives about going to Gideon to facri-|words as in the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin ver-— 
fice, as the next words fhew ; fo Farcbi and Kimchi\fions, and there it was before the tabernacle , for it 
obferve : to the captains of thoufands, and of hun-\was always there: and Solomon and the congregation 
dreds, to the judges, and to every governor in all| fought unto it; to facrifice unto it ; or rather fought 
Afrael, the chief of the fathers, whom he had con-|anto him, the Lord, before whofe tabernacle the ~ 
vened on this occafion ; though fome think this is|altar was, fo Guffetius *. hits 
the fame congregation gathered by his father, by] y. 6. And Solomon went up thither, &c.] To- 
whom he was anointed and made king, and that|the high place at Gibeon: to the brafen altar be~ 
he fpoke of this to them before they broke up,|fore the Lord; where he ufed to be, and accept — 
4, Chron. xxviii. s. and xxix. 2g, which feems not|the facrifices of his people, though the ark, the 
fo probable, fince it was after the death of his fa-|fymbol of his prefence, was 'not there: which was 
ther, after he had been king fome time, and even|at the tabernacle of the congregation ; that is, which —— 
after his marriage with Pharaoh’s daughter, that|altar was there ; or rather who, that is, God was 
what follows was done, fee 1 Kings iii, 1—4. there, as Ofiander, heating the prayers of his peo- 

i ; Pp | 
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“ple, and accepting their offerings : and offered tooo}ferves®; but the Targum agrees with us, he “came 
offerings upon it , by the priefts, fee 1 Kings iii. 4. {to the high place which is in Gideon, and from 
¥. 7. In that night did God appear unto Solomon,|thence to. Ferufalem;’? and to the fame purpofe 
&c.] From hence to the end of y.12. it is the|Kimebi; having been there, he came to Serufalm : 
. fame with 1 Kings ili, 5—13. fee the notes there. {from before the tabernacle of the congregation, whick 
¥. 13. Then Solomon came from his journey to the|was at Gibeon, where he had been facrificing : and 
high place that was at Gibeon, &c.) Or rather with-|reigned over I/rael, in great fplendor and_profpe- 
out the fupplement, the words may be read as in|rity. From hence, to the end of the chapter, the 
the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, Solomon|{ame things are {aid as in 1 Kings x, 26—29, fee 
’ came from the high places, having facrificed there,{the notes there. f 
fo Vatablus; 4 being put for », as R. Yonah ob- 


ro) A To , 
CHAP. II. 
SeLo MON intending to build a temple forl|and therefore ought to have a temple to exceed all 
God, and a palace for himfelf, fent to Hiram|others, as the temple at Yeru/alem did. 
king of Tyre to furnifh him with materials and ¥. 6. But who is able to build him an boufe, &cc.} 
workmen, y¥. 1—10. to which Hiram returned an|Suitable to the greatnefs of his majefty, eipecially 
agreeable anfwer, ¥. 11—16. and fot this fervice|as he dwells not in temples made with hands: fee- 
Solomon numbered ‘all the ftrangers:in J/rael, ¥.ling the heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot contain 
17,18. him , fee x Kings viii. 27. who am I then that I 
fhould build him an houfe, fave only to burn facrifice 
¥. 1. And Solomon determined to build an houfe| before him; fince God was an immenfe and infinite, 
for the name’ of the Lord, &c.] “For the worfhip|Being, he would have Hiram to underftand, that 
and fervice of God, and for his honour and glory,|he had no thought of building an houfe, in which 
being directed, enjoined and encouraged to it by|he could be circumfcribed and contained, only a. 
his father David: and an boufe for bis kingdom ;|\place in which he might be worfhipped, and fa- 
for a royal palace for him, and his fucceffors, firft|crifices offered to him. 
the one, and then the others and in this order they] y. 7. Send now therefore aman cunning to work 
were built. in gold, and in filver, and in brafs, and in iron, 
y. 2. And Solomon told out 70,000 men, &c.| Of|&c.] There being many things relating to the 
whom, and the difference of the laft number in|temple about to be built, and veffels to be put into 
this text from 1 Kings v. 15, 16. fee the notes|it, which were to be made of thofe metals ; and 
there. in purple, and crimfon, and blue; ufed in making 
¥.3. And Solomon fent to Huram king of Tyre,|the vails for it, hung up in different places: and 
&c.] The fame with Hiram, 1 Kings v. 1. and|that can frill to grave ; in wood or ftone : with the 
from whence it appears, that Huram firft fent a let-| cunning men that are with me in Fudab and Feru- 
ter to Solomon to congratulate him on his acceffion|/alem, whom my father David did provide; fee 
to the throne, which is not taken notice of here :|1 Chron. xxii. 15. : 
as thou didft deal with my father, and didft fend bim| yt. 8. Send me alfo cedar-trees, fir-trees, and al- 
cedars to build him an houfe to dwell therein; fee|\gum-trees out of Lebanon, &c.1 Of the two firft 
1 Chron. xiv. 1. even fo deal with me; which words|of thefe, and which Hiram fent, fee 1 Kings v. ro. 
are a fupplement. The algum-trees are the fame with the almug-trees, 
y.4. Behold, I build an boufe to the name of the\1 Kings x. 11, 12. by a tranfpofition of letters ; 
Lord my God, &c.) Am about to dovity and de-|thefe could not be coral, as fome Fewi/h writers 
termined upon it, fee ¥.1. ¢0 dedicate it to bim ;\think, which grows in the fea, for thefe were in 
to fet it.apart for facred fervice to him: and to|Lebanon, nor Brafil, as Kimchi, fo called from a 
burn before him fweet incenfe ; on the altar of, in-/place of this name, which at this time was not 
cenfe : and for the continual fhew-bread , the loaves|known; though there were trees of almug after- 
~ of fhew-bread, which were continually on the fhew-|wards brought from Ophir in India, as’ appears 
bread table; which, and the altar of incenfe, both|from the above quoted place, as well as from Ara- 
were fet in the holy place in the tabernacle,’ and fo|dia; and it feems, as Beckius‘ obferves, to be an 
to be in the temple: and for the burnt-offerings| Arabic word, by the article al prefixed to it: for I 
morning and evening ; the daily facrifice: om the fab-|know that thy fervants can frill to cut timber in Le- 
baths, and on the new moons, and on the folemn feafts\banon; better than his; and bebold, my fervants 
of the Lord our God at which feafons, befides the|fhall be with thy fervants; to help and affift them 
‘daily facrifice, additional burnt-offerings were of-]in what they can, and to learn of them, fee 1 Kings 
fered, and all on the brazen altar in the court: ¢his|v. 6. , 
is an ordinance for ever unto I/rael, to offer the| y.9. Even to prepare me timber in abundance, 
above facrifices, even for a long time to come, un-|8&c.] _ Since he would want a large quantity for 
til the Meffiah comes; and therefore Solomon fug-|raftering, ceiling, wainfcotting and flooring the 
gefts, as Jarchi and Kimchi think, that a goodjtemple: for the houje, which I am about to build, 
itrong houfe ought to be built. fhall be wonderful great; as to its ftructure and 
y. 5. And the houfe which I build is great, &c.]|ornaments. . 
Not fo very large, though that with all apartments} y. 10. Bebold, I will give to thy fervants the 
and courts belonging to it, he intended to build,|bewers that cut timber, 20,000 meafures of beaten 
was fo; but becaufe magnificent in its ftructure andj heat, &c.] Meaning, not what was beaten out 
decorations: for great is our God above all gods ;|of the hufk with the flail; as fome; nor cc i tay 
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half broke for pottage, as others; but ground] y. 14, The fon of a woman of the daughters of 


~ 


into flour, as K. ‘Yonab* interprets it; or rather] Dan, &c.] Here follows an account of the de- 
erhaps it fhould be rendered faod*, that is, for|{cent of the artificer, and of his fkill in workings 
Ps houfhold, as in 1 Kings v. x1. and the hire of}of what feeming difagreement there may be in 


thefe fervants is propofed to be given in this way, 
Becaufe wheat was fcarce with the Tyriams, and 
they were obliged to have it from the Yews, és 


‘this account, with that in 1 Kings vii. 14. fee the 
note there. | ting ate 
¥.15. Now therefore, the wheat, and the barley, 


ii. 20. Ezek. xxvii. 17. and 20,000 meafures of| the oil, and the wine, which my lord hath [poken of, 


barley, the meafures of both thefe were the cor, 


&c.] In his letter'to him, ¥. 10. as for the phrafe, ~ 


of which fee 1 Kings v. 11. and 20,000 baths of|\my lord, which fome think is ufed, becaufe Hiram 


wine, and 20,000 baths of oil; which meafure 
was the tenth part of a cor. According to the 
Ethiopians, a man might confume four of thefe 
meafures in the fpace of a month‘, . 
‘¥. 11. Then Huram the king of Tyre anfwered in 
writing, which be fent to Solomon, &c.| In which 
letter he told him, he had confidered the .contents 
of his, and would grant him all that he, defired, 
fee i Kings v. 8. becaufe the Lerd hath loved his 


‘was tributary to Solomon, it may only be a refpect- 
ful way of {peaking : Jet him fend unto his fervants ; 
Hiram accepted thereof as a proper reward for the 
work of his fervants. 

y¥. 16. And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as 
much as thou foalt need,. &c.| Both cedar and fir, 
1 Kings v. 8, 10. and we will bring it to thee in flotes 
by fea to Joppa, a port in the Mediterranean. fea, 
fe fame that Yonab went down to, fee the note on 


people; be hath made thee king over thems, which are|1 Kings v. 9. and thou fhalt carry it up to Jerufalem 5 


much the fame words the queen of Sheba faid to 
Solomon, 1 Kings x. 9. fee the note there. 

y. 12. Huram faid moreover, bleffed be the Lord 
Ged of Trael, that made heaven and earth, &c.) 
Huram feems to have had feme good notions of the 
divine Being, not only as the God of the people 
of J/rael, ina peculiar fenfe, but as the former 
and maker of all things: who bath given to David 
the king a wife fon, endued with prudence and under- 
flanding , {ee 1 Kings v. 7. that might build an house 
for the Lord, and for his kingdom, as in y¥.1. 


in land-carriages, about 40 miles off. 

y. 17. And Solomon mumbered all the firangers 
that were in the land of Ifrael, &c.} Which, ac- 
cording to Kimchi, were the remains of the. 4mo- 
rites, Hittites, Perizzites and Febufites, fee ch. viiis 
8. yet not idolaters, or they would not have been 
\fuffered by David and Solomon to have dwelt in the 
Jand, but were fuch as were become profelytes of 
‘the gate: after the numbering wherewith David 
bis father had numbered them, not at the time J- 
\rael was numbered by him, but in order to pro- 


¥. 13. And now Ihave fent a cunning man, en-| vide workmen for the building of the temple, 


dued with underfianding, &c.} In fuch things as 
Solomon required he fhould, y. 7. of Huram my 
father’s ; a workman of his, whom he employed, 
and fo might be depended upon as a.good artifi- 
cer ; though rather Auram is the artificer’s name, 
and Abi.wé render my father, his furname, that is, 


1 Chron. xxii. 2. and they were found 153,600; 
men able to bear burdens, and hew timber. 

¥.18. And be fet 70,000 of them, &c.] Which 
is repeated from y. 2. to fhew how the above num- 
ber of ftrangers were difpofed of; 70,000 of them 
bearers of burdens, 80,000 of them hewers of 


x 
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Huram Abi ; and this is the opinion of feveral)wood, and 3600 overfeers of the workmen, in all 
learned men £, and is very probable ; for certain it}153,600 ; an emblem of the Gentiles employed in 
is, that his name-was Huram or Hiram, 1 Kings vii.|building the fpiritual temple, the church, Zech. 
13. and fo he is called Huram bis father, or Hu-|vi. 15. mate 
ram Abif, ch. iv, 16, F 


CG H A-P. - Ill, IV. 


See ae two chapters give an account of the laying it, gold of Parvaim, which fome interpret 
building of the temple, of the materials,}of Perw*, in America; but it is a queftion, whe- 
parts and form of it, and of things belonging to|ther that was then known, or if it was, muft go 
it, and which agrees with 1 Kings vi. and vii. fee}by another name, fince Peru is a late name given 
the notes there; only here, ch. iil. 1. mention is|by the Spaniards, at their conqueft of it. Bochart* 
made of the particular place where it was built,|takes it to be Zaprobane, an ifland in the Indian 
mount, Moriah ; of which fee the notes on Gen.|fea, as if it was Taph Parvan or Provan, the fhore 
xxii. 2. and 1 Chron, xxii 1. The dimenfions of|of Parvan. Kircher * is of opinion, it it the fame 
the houfe, as the Targum rightly explains ¥. 3.| with Favaim, the ifles of Fava in the fame fea, from 
are faid to be after the firfi meafure, either of that|whence was gold, which is not very likely. Wa- 
of the tabernacle by Mofes, or rather of that of |/erus' thinks, Parvaim is the name of a town, 
the pattern David gave to Solomon, 1 Chron. xxviii.|which is by Pliny ™ corruptly called Parbacia, 
11. though fome underftand it of the greater cu-|which was in the land of Haviiah, or the kingdom 


. 


bit: the holy place is called the greater houfe, ¥. 5,\of the Charazenes, where was the beft gold, Gen. 
being twice as long as the holy. of ‘holies ; in ¥. 6. |ii. 11, 12. though others fuppofe it to ey e fame 
we are informed what the precious ftones were for,|with Ophir, by removing the firft detter of the 
which David and his princes gave for the temple,| word, to which Pfeiffer ™ inclines, o- | 


1 Chron. xxix, 2,8. that they were to decorate the|bable as any ; and much more probable than what 
houfe; and alfo what fort of gold was ufed in over-|the Fews° fay, that this gold was fo called, "becatfe 
ne 
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it was red like the blood of Parim, oxen: in y¥ 8.Jonly teferred to 1 Kings viii. 64. aid ix: 4 5. whe- 


the quantity of gold, with which the moft holy 
place was overlaid, is given, 600 talents ; of which 
fee.the note on ¢ Kings vi. 2%: in ¥.-9. we read of 
the nails with which the plates of gold were faften- 
ed to the boards, no where elfe mentioned, except 
in the Vulgate Latin verfion of 1 Kings vi. 21. be 
faftened the plates with golden nails, which verfion 

thaps is righteft; the weight of which were 


ther this was only covered with brafs, as that made 
by Mojes was, as fome * think; or whether of 
maffey brafs, as Dr. Lightfoot’, becaufe not to be 
removed as that was, is not certain; the. altar 
of the fecond temple was of ftones unpolifhed, 
according to the Mifnah *, with which agrees 
1 Maccad. iv. 46, 47. and fo Philo": do cubits 
was the length thereof, and 20 cubits the breadth 


§0 thekels of gold; that is, according to the Sep-|thereof, and.10 cubits the beighth thereof; it was 


tuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, each nail weigh- 
ed fo much, which amounted to 75 pounds of our 
money ®. Eupolemus, an heathen writer, {peaks 
of thefe nails, which he makes to be filver ones ; 
and fays they were of the weight of a talent, in 
the form of a woman’s breaft, and in number four, 
with which the plates of gold were faftened, which 
were of five cubits; I fuppofe he means, there 
were four of thefe nails in every plate of five cu- 
bits : in ch. iv. r. an account is given of an altar 


four times as big in its fquare as that of Mojes, 
and three times higher, and a cubit over, fee the 
note on Exod. xxvii. 1. Hecateus ”, an heathen wri- 
ter, {peaks of this altar as fourfquare, and made 
of whole and unpolifhed ftones, each fide of which 
was 20 cubits, but the height of it he makes to 
be 12 cubits, in which he miftakes. It weighed, 
according to ‘facob Leon *, 7000 Arobas of brafs, 
each droba containing 25 pounds. The reft of 
the chapter agrees with the account in the. book of 


of brafs, made by Solomon, we have not elfewhere, | Kings. 


; Cob Ak .V, VE 


HE words with which ch. v. begins, are the 
fame with 3 Kings vii. 51. and what is con- 
tained in that and ch. vi. is much the fame with 
1 Kings viii. on which fee the notes; the bleffing 


CHA 


N this chapter is an. account of the Lord’s ac- 

ceptance of the facrifices offered at the dedi- 
cation of the temple by fire, to the great furprize 
and encouragement of the people, ¥. 1—7. and 
of the feaft kept on that account,. and the featt 
of tabernacles, y.8—12. and of the Lord’s ap- 
pearance to Solomon, giving an anfwer to his prayer, 


¥. 13-22. 


y.1. Now when Solomon bad made an end of 
praying, 8cc.| The prayer recorded in the preced- 
ing chapter: the jire came down from heaven and 
confumed the burnt-offering and the facrifices 5 which 
was the token God gave of his acceptance of them, 
of which there had been feveral inftances before, 
Lev. ix. 24. 1 Kings xviii. 98. 1 Chron. xxi. 26. 


_ and the glory of “the Lord filled the boufe ; the glory 


of the Shekineh of the Lord, as the Targum, fee 
1 Kings viii. 11. F 
¥.2. And the priefts could not enter into the boufe 


of Solomon on the people of I/rael, which is there, 
is here omitted, and two verfes are here added, 
much the fame with Pf cxxxii. 8, 9,10. fee’ the 
notes there. 


P, . VIL 


ing, glorious light 4 the fame with what follows : 
and the glory of the Lord upon the houfe, for 
not only the houfe was filled with the glory, 
but there. was a bright ftream of light and glory 
over it, very dazzling and furprizing : they bowed 
themfelves with their faces to the ground upon the 
pavement ; of the great court, where they were 
affembled : and worfbipped and praifed the Lard ; 
worthipped him by praifing him: faying, for he is 
good; in his nature, promifes and bleflings; is 
good, and does good :' for bis mercy endureth for 
ever; this was the clofe of their fong of praife. 

¥.4;,5. Then the king and all the people, &c.] 
Of thefe two verfes, fee the notes on 1 Kings viii. 
62,63. . 

¥. 6. And the priefis waited on their offices, '&c.] 
Performed them, fome im offering facrifices, others 
in blowing trumpets, as it may be explained from 
the latter part of the verfe : the Levites alfo with 
inftruments of mufick of the Lord, which David the 


of the Lord, 8c.) They went in to carry the ark |king bad made to praife the Lord; under a divine 
thither, but not being able to ftand to minifter,|direétion, on which the Levites played to the fongs 


they came out,, and could not re-enter : becau/fe the 
glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s boufe,; both 
the holy place, and the holy of holies, fee 1 Kings 
Vill. 10, 1. ix oe 

_¥. 3. And when all the children of Ijrael faw bow 
the fire came down, &c.| From heaven upon the 
facrifice, and confumed it, which was all vifible 
to the eye; or it may be, this was.a diftinct fire 
from the former, fince it feems to have come down 


; upon the houte, and fo may denote a bright, fhin- 


pe TB | 


yood, de Pondet. &c. ¢: §.. 


things in the temple, ch. 4. p. 20, 
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of praife offered to the Lord, and by which they 
miade mufick facred to him :> decaufe bis mercy en- 
dureth fer ever ; which as it was the clofe of their 
fongs of praife, was the caufe of them: when Da- 
vid praifed by their minifiry; the fongs fung being 
compofed by him, and the inftraments they played 
upon being of his invention, and ufed by his or- 
der: and the’ pricfts founded trumpets before. them ; 
or rather over-againft them, that is, Ad ga 

the 
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52. 


the Levites, as they were finging and playing on 
the inttruments of mufick : and all Ijrael ficod ; 
whilft this facred and delightful fervice was per- 
forming, they both ftood up, and ftood by the 
priefts and Levites, and joined with them in praifing 
the Lord. 

-¥. 7. Moreover, Solomon hallowed the middle of 
the court, &c.| From hence, to the end of ¥. 10. 
is the fame with 1 Kings viii. 64, 65, 66. fee the 
notes there; only mention is made in y. g. of the 
dedication of the altar, as if diftin€@t from the de- 
dication of the houfe, and hallowing the middle 
of the court, fee Numé. vii. 10. in imitation of 
which the heathens dedicated their altars; in which 
they ufed afhes and water, as Pau/anias ’ relates, 
and had alfo feafts, as here, at the dedication of 
their temples *, in which they have been imitated 
by chriftians ; and many of our country feafts, as 


CHAP. VIII are 


, i NHIS chapter contains much the fame, with 
a little variation, as what is related in 1 Kings 
ix. 10. to the end. 


¥.1. 4nd it came to pafs at the end of 20 years, 
&c.] See the note on 1 Kings ix. 10, 

¥.2. That the cities which Huram had reftored to 
Solomon, &c.] Which Solomon firft gave to him. 
but he not liking them, returned them to him, 
1 Kings ix. 12. Solomon built them; or rebuilt them, 
being very much out of repair, which might be 
one reafon of Huram’s not accepting. them: avd 
caufed the children of Ifrael to dwell there; they be- 
ing inhabited by others, the remains of the Ca: 
naanites perhaps; fee y. 7. 

¥. 3. dnd Solomon went to Hamath-zobah, &c.] 
In an hoftile manner, which is the only inftance 
of any warlike expedition of Solomon’s. This was 
Cele-fyria, which though fubdued in the times of 
David, perhaps rebelled, and now Solomon went 
forth to reduce it: and prevailed againft it ; 
took it. 

¥.4. And built Tadmor.in the wildernefs, &c.] 
Of which fee the notes on 1 Kings.ix. 18. and all 
the flore-houfes which he built in Hamath, a country 
in Syria, which he made himfelf mafter of, and 
where he laid up ftore of provifion and ammuni- 
tion to keep it, fhould any attempt be made to 
refcue it out of his hands. Acording to an Arabic 
writer *, Solomon in the 24th year of his reign hav- 
ing demolifhed Antioch,’ built feven cities, of which 
Ladmor was one. ° 

¥. 5. Alfo he built Beth-horon the upper, and 
Beth boron the nether, &c.} Only mention is made 
of the latter in 1 Kings ix. 17. fenced cities; with 
walls, gates, and bars; fortified cities in the tribe 
of Ephraim. 

¥..6. And Baalath, &c.}) . See 1 Kings ix. 18. 
From hence, to the end of y¥. 11. it is the fame 
with 1 Kings ix. 19g—24. fee the notes there. 

¥.12. Lhen Solomon offered burnt-offerings to the 
Lord, &c.] Meaning not barely at. the time, he 
rebuilt the above cities, for it was his conftant prac- 
tice: on the altar of the Lord, which he had built 
before the porch; the brazen altar, which was at 
the entrance into the temple, within the court; 
of whieh fee ch. iv. 1. 

¥.13. Even after a certain rate every day, ac- 
cording to the commandment of Mofes, &c.| The 


¥. Eliac, 14 five, 15. p gra. 
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they are called, were firft kept ‘at the dedication’ 
of churches to fuch and fuch a faint. 


are Y se a 
y. 11. 7 bus Solomon finifoed the houfe of the Lord, 


&c.} With which begins 1 Kings ix, 1. fee the) 
notes there. | Jiw ees 
y. 12. And the Lord appeared to Solomon ay ih 

&c ] From hence, to the end of the chapter, much 
the fame things are related as in 4 Kings ix. 2—9. 
fee the notes there; excepting ¥. 13—15. which: 
contain an anfwer to the particular requefts mac 

by Solomon in cafe of a tamine or peftilence, that_ 


4 


* 
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when the people of J/rae/ fhould humble themfelves: be 
in prayer and fupplication, the Lord would beat- 


tentive to them, and forgive them, ch. vi. 26—308 - 
and which is given as a {pecimen, and as an en= 
couragement to expect the fame treatment in all 
other cafes mentioned in So/omen’s prayer, they fo 
behaving. us 


e ; 


% 


* 


daily facrifice, morning and eyening, Exod. xxix. ~ 
38, 39. on the fabbaths, and on the new moons ; 
when there were additional facrifices, Numb. xxviii. - 
9, €Fc. and on the folemn feafts three times in the ~ 
year, even in the feat of unleavened bread, ‘dnd in 
ihe feaft of weeks, and in the feaft of tabernacles ; 
which ferves to explain the three times in 1 Kangs 
ix.\2 5 . 

y.14. And be appointed, according to the order 
of David bis father, the courfes of the priefts to their ~ 
Jervice, &c.] The 24 courfes which ferved week- — 
ly-in their turns, 1 Chron. xxiv. and the Levites 
to their charges, to praife and minifier before the 
priefts as the duty of every day required, who alfo 
had their courfes by lot, to fing the praifes of God, 
when the priefts facrificed, or blew the trumpets, 
1 Chron. xxv.‘ the porters alfo by their courfes at 
evefy gate; from hence Dr. Ligdtfoot concludes, 
that thefe were divided into 24 claffes, aS the 
priefts and Levite fingers were: for fo bad David 
the man of God commanded, 1 Chron. xxvi. who in 
all thefe affairs ated as a prophet, under the in- 
fpiration and direction of the Holy Spirit of God. 
+ yt.15. And they departed not from tht commandment 
of the king unto the priefts and Levites, &c.] The 
priefts and Levites departed not from it, not from 
the commandment. of Solomon, according to the ~ 
order of David, but in all things obeyed it: con= 
cerning any matter ; which related to the office of 
either of them, facrificers, fingers’or porters: 
concerning the treafures 3 fuch of the Levites as ha 
the care of them, were faithful to their truft, fee 
I Chron, xxvi. 20, Fe...» eke 

¥. 16. Now all the work of Solomon was prepare 
unto the day of the founaation of the houfe of Wi 
Lord, and until it was finifoed, 8c.) Tt ( 
rials were prepared, and the money for 
pences ; and even the very ftones and tit 
made fit for the building, fo that there w: 
to retard the completion of it: /o ¢ 
was perfected ; in the {pace of fev 
the parts, and,according to the fe 
of it, fee 1 Kings vi. g8. 

¥.17. Chen went Solomon to F, 
Being now at leifure to look af 
carry on merchandize; and of 
lowing verfe, and the reconciliatio 
1 Kings ix. 26, 27, 28. fee the not 
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HE ix* chapter is the fame with 1 Kings x. fee;as the Septuagint and fome other verfions?. in 
the notes there, excepting y. 26, which|which Iddo is called Foel ; and by Theodoret faid to 
agrees with 1 Kings iv. 21. and y¥. 29, 30, 31. the{be the fame that prophefied of Fercboam and his 
fame with 1 Kings xi. 41, 42, 43. only in y. 29, itfaltar, 1 Kings xiii. 1. fee the note there; the books 
is more largely exprefied, that the acts of Solomon’s|mentioned are fince loft : and ch. x. is not only in 
reign were written in the book of Nathan the pro-|fenfe the fame, but is expreffed almoft in the felf. 
phet, and in the prophecy of Abijah the Shilonite, fame words as 1 Kings xii, 1—19. fo that there needs 
and in the vifiens of Jddo the feer, againft Feroboam \not any thing to be added to the notes there, which 
the fon of Nebat ; or rather, concerning Feroboam, \the reader is referred to, 


CRP A Pe el 


N this chapter are related the preparations Rebo-|place of Micah the prophet, Mic. i. 1, 15. and 
ae ae to ay aes we tribes that aexoled Liph 1s were two cities of this name in the 
rom him, but was forbid making the attempt by ajtribe of Fudab, ‘Fofh. xv. 24, 55. 
prophet of the Lord, which he paid a regard unto,| y.9. And ef &c.} Called by Fofepbus 
¥. I—4. the fortification of feveral cities in Fuiebh! Adora, which he mentions along with Marefbab, 
and Benjamin for his defence, ¥. 5—12. the re jor Mariffa : and Lachifo , a royal city in the time 
fort of feveral priefts, and Levites to him from ‘Fero-;of the Canaanites, and which fell to the lot of Fu- 
» boam, which ferved to ftrengthen his kingdom, dab, Yo/b. xii. 11. and xv. 39. and Azekab; a 
y. 13—17. and an account of his wives, and of'city fituated in the plain of Fudab, Fob. x 
Ge childten, “and. oft tuanlifpolal, of), thems y.land = ie kee 
his children, a 1 p nem, Y.and xv. 35. 
18—23. y. 10. And Zorab, &c.] The fame with Zoreab, 
| Fob. xv. 33. and Aijalon ; there was a city of the 
y. by omega ha come i foe Bae fribe of ve ¥ A name, in the valley of which 
&c. | ter he had been at Sechem, and had given'the moon ftco ill in the times of Fo/lua Fob. 
his anfwer to the requeft of the men of J/rael, upon' x, 10. and xix. 42. but whether the fame sith this, 
which they revolted from’ him : this and the three and now belonging to Judah, or another of the 
following verfes are the fame with 1 Kings xii. fame name, isnot certain: avd Hebron; a city in 
2i—24. feethe notes there, Ithe mountainous part of ‘fudah, and a city of re- 
: z- 5s aah eee ge i J elem, ise fuge, about ie ane ene hoa Zafh, XV. 54. 
e€ metropolis Of 7#ddh, and the Capital city Of and xx. 7. whico are in fudao and in Benjamin, 
his kingdom :. and built cities for defence in Judah; fenced cities; as they were now made by Rebo- 
that is, rebuilt, enlarged, and fortified them ;. for doam. 
otherwife they were built before, though neglected, y. 11. And be fortified the ftrong holds, &c.] Of 
before the revolt of the ten tribes ; but now it be-ithefe and other cities : and put captains in them ; 
came neceffary to make them more capacious and garrifons, of foldiers, with captains over them. to 
ftrong, to protect his’ people, and defend himilelf defend them: and flore ‘of vittual and of oil and 
againft [rae ; for though he was forbid to act of-!wine ; that they might be able to hold outa fiege, 
fenfively, and therefore contented himfelf to abide! fhould they be attacked. 
in. Ferufzlem, and not go forth to war; yet he} . ¥.12. Andin every feveral city he put /hields and 
might lawfully put himfelf into a condition of| fpears, &c.] Furnifhed them with thefe and per- 
eee haps other pieces of armour, thefe being put for 
nh quia ae i ee a Bie acs tlh to defend iaemblees aes ames an a and 
of our Lord’s birth, about 6 miles from Feru/alem:\to annoy them: and made them exceeding firong 
and Etam , another city in the tribe of Fudab ; fee|{o that they could not be eafily taken: having Fu- 
3 sake! ales ‘oad 
1 Chron. iv. 32. there was a. rock of this name,|dab and Benjamin on his fide ; which tribes cleaved 
Fudg. xv. 8. anda fountain from whence waters}to one another, and to Reboboam, and to the kings 
were conveyed into the pool at Yeru/alem, {pokenjof the houfe of David, inafter times, as well as to 
of in Fewifo writings’: and Tekoah ; of which|the true religion. 
place Amos the prophet was, and which was about| y.13. And the priefis and the Levites, that were 
12 miles from Jerufalem. Rauwolf * {peaks of it as|in all I/rael, &c.| In the ten tribes, in the cities af- 
a fortified place now; he fays, it has a ftrong andjfigned to them therein: rforted to bim out of al! 
mighty caftle, builton a great and high hill. their coafts; as to their rightful fovereign, and 
y¥.7. And Beth-zur, and Shocho, and Adullam;\)chiefly for the fake of the fervice of the fanctuary 
All in the tribe of Yudah, of which fee o/h. xv.|at Ferufalem. . 
352 58- ¥. 14. For the Levites left their fuburbs and their. 
~~ y¥. 8. And Gath, &c.] Which cannot be that|po/feffion, &c.] The cities and the fields adjacent to 
Gath, which was one of the principalities of the|them, which were given them in the feveral tribes, 
Philiftines, but a city in the tribe of Fudab ; tho’|and were in all 43; fee Fo. xxi1 41. and 
of it we no where elfe read; unlefs this isthe fame|came to ‘fudab and Ferufalem , to the cities of Fu- 
with Moreerh-Gath, Mic. i. 14. which is pro-|dah, which belonged to the Levites ; and to Fern- 
bable, fince it follows : and Marefhab ; the birth-|/alem, where they exercifed their functions : for 7e- 
; - roboam 
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roboam ond his fons bad caft them off from exercifing|\fon of David, his father’s brother, and 1 -uncl 
the priefts office unto the Lord; neither fuffering them|and {fo married his) coufin ; but Abfalom { 


to go to Ferufalem in their courfes, as they uled to| have had but one daughter, whofe name,w 5 
do by surns, nor to perform their office’in theit| mar, 2-Sam. xiv. 27. and the name of this. 3 
own. dwellings, according to the law of God, injdifferent from his; he is called ee Sp u 
teaching and inftructing the people. 15. 2. and Uriel of Gibeah, ch. xiii. 2. OFt aa 


15. And be ordained him priofts for the high\of Benjamin, whereas Abjalom was of ‘th 
places, 8cc.] Of fach who were not of the tribe of| Fudab: which bare bim- Abijah, and A, 
Levi, and tamily of Aaron ; fee 1 Kings xii. 31. and|Ziza, and Shelomith , Abijab the firft-born, and 
for the devils ; dzemons in the fhape of goats, as this| who was fucceffor in the kingdom, is the fame 
word fignifies, in which form many of wpe heathen] with Adijam, 1 Kings xiv. 31. of the reft we ne 
deities were worfhipped ; idols of whatfoever Kind] where elfe read. f 78 am 
are fo called ; for whofoever worfhips them, wor| | y. 21. And Reboboam loved Maacab the d. : 
fhips not God, but devils, 1.Cor. x. 22. the images} of Abfalom above all his wives; and bis contubi 
which ‘fercboam {et up may be meant, and the} &c.] Who is called Michaiah, the daughter ~ 
next claufe may be rendered as explanative of them:|Uriel, ch. xiii. 2. for be took 18 wives, amd 60 con- — 
even for the calves which he had made, one-of which|cubines ; led thereunto by the example of his father 
he fet up at Daz, and the other at Bethel, 1 Kings|Solomon, contrary to the command of God, Dems. 
Kil. 28,29. | xvii. 17..and begat 28 fons and 60 daughjers; tov * 

y. 16. 4nd after them out of all the tribes of If\have many children was reckoned a’ great beings 

but it was not honourable to have them in fucha@ _* 
way. | san ‘ny 

y 22. And Rehoboam made Abijah the fon of Ma= ~~ 
acab the chief, &c.| The chief of all his fons; 
head over them, being the fon of his moft beloved’ . ~ 
wife, and her firft-born however, and perhaps. — 
might be of.a greater capacity than the Mi of his . 
children : to be ruler among bis bretbrem , or over. .. 
them ; gave ‘him greater authority, and entrufted ~ . 
him with more power, fet him above them, and’ — 
treated him as heir apparent to the crown: for he’.._ 
thought to make bim king { either to take him m+ ¢ 
to partnerfhip in the throne with him in his life- 
time, orto appoint and declare him to be his fuc+ 
ceffor. \ ae ae 

¥.23. And be dealt wifely, 8c.] Aged a pru- 
dent part, in order to execute his feheme, and par- ~ 
ticularly by difpofing of his other fons, in different.. 
parts of his kingdom, as follows ¢ or be made bi .* 
his fon Abijab to underfiand* , he taught and ine » 
ftrutted him in the art of government, took a par= 
ticular care of his education, that he might be fit- - 
ted ‘for it; and’he might inftru€& him how to be- 
have towards his brethren, for the prefent and’ 
hereafter, as-well as towards all the people in gene+ 
ral: or be (Abijab) underftood ‘ ; had more under= 
-ftanding and wifdom than all the children of j 
boam , though it feems beft to interpret it of Rebo- ~~ 
boam himfelt, fince it follows: and difpofed of all bis 
children throughout alt the countries of 7. 
Benjamin, unto every fenced city, to be governors 
thereof, in whofe hands he could better truft thei 
than in any other ; -or elfe by thus feparatin 


rael, &cc.] Befides the priefts and Levites, and at- 
ter their example, many of the common people, out 
of all the ten tribes: /ucb as fet their hearts to seek 
the Lord God of Ifrael; to feek his face and favour, 
where he was to be found ;. to worfhip him accord- 
ing to his revealed will, and to receive doctrine or 
inftruction from him, as the Targum: came to Fe- 
rufaleus to facrifice to the Lord God of their fathers , 
to facrifice where only facrifices were to be offered 
up, and by the priefls of the Lord, who were gone 
thither, and to their father’s God, whom the ten 
tribes had revolted from. . ; 

¥.,17. So they j.rengthened the kingdom of Fudab, 
&c.] Made it more numerous, andin a better con- 
dition to defend itfelt: and made Reboboam fon of 
Solomon ftrong three years ; eftablifhed him on the 
throne, {trengthened the government in -his hands, 
and werethe means of preferving him in the-pure 
worfhip of God for the {pace of time mentioned, 
the reafon of which follows : for three years they 
walked in the way of David and Solomon; in their 
good ways, which were according to the rule of the 
divine word ; and which, as they refer tothe whole 
of David’s lite and reign, fome particulam actions 
excepted, fo to the former part of Se/omon’s reign, 
before he fell into idolatry, and to the latter part of 
it after his repentance ; for that he did repent is by 
fome concluded from hence, and may be miore 
ftrongly from the book of Leclefiaffes, written by 
him in his old age. This- is to be underftood 
both of Rebodoam and his people, who after three 
years forfook the law of the Lord, ch. xii. 1, 

¥. 18. And Reboboam took him Mabalath, the 
daughter of Fetimoth, the fon of David, to wife, 
&c.} Of which fon of David we no where elfe 
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terof his. 

¥. 19. Which bare: him children, &c.) Or, and 
fhe bore him*, for itis faid only of one of them,; 
the other perhaps died without children ;\ this may 
refer to the la{t-mentioned, Abibail, whole chil-la  fieo 
dren were Jeufh and Shamariah, and Zabam , who and be re 
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Ch.xii.¥.1—9. IL CHRONICLES. 


CHA 


REHOBOAM and his people forfaking the 

law of the Lord, Shifbak king of Egypt is fuf- 
fered to invade his land, and take his fenced cities, 
¥. 1—4. upon which a prophet of the Lord was 
fent to him, and his princes, to fhew them the 
reafon of it; whereupon they humbled themtelves, 
and the Lord was pleafed not to fuffer the enemy 
utterly to deftroy them, yet to reduce them to fer- 
vitude, and take away their riches, y. 5—r2. and 
the chapter is clofed with an account of the reign 
and death of Reboboam, y. 13—16. 


¥.1. And it came to pals when Reboboam had efta- 
blifhed the kingdom, &c.| Or when the kingdom 
of Rehoboam was eftablifhed ; the tribes of Fudab 
and Bewjamin being firmly attached to him, and 
great numbers from the other tribes coming over 
to him, and things going on peaceably and pro- 
{peroufly during the three years that he and his peo- 
ple abode by the pure worfhip of God: and had 
firengtbened bim/elf ,. built fortified cities for the de- 
fence of himfelf and kingdom, ch. xi. s—12. he 
forfook the law of the Lord; after he had reigned 
three years, and was become ftrong, and thought 
himfelf fafe and fecure on the throne, trufting to 
his ftrength: aud all Ijrael with him ; the greater 
part of them following the example of their king; 
of this defection, and the fins they fell into, {fee 
1 Kings xiv. 22, 23, 24. 
¥.2. And it came to pafs in the fifth year of Re- 
hoboam, &c.| In the fourth year, the apoftacy 
of him and his people began ; and in the year fol- 
lowing, what is next related, happened, as a pu- 
nifhment of it: Shifbak king of Egypt came up 
againft Ferufalem ; of whom fee 1 Kings xi. 40. and 
xiv. 25. becaufe they tranfgreffed againft the Lord , 
tranfgrefled the law of the Lord by falling into 
idolatry and other abominable evils; the Targum is, 
© againft the Word of the Lord.” 
¥. 3. With 1200 chariots, and 60,000 horfemen, 
and the people were without number, &c.] The foot- 
foldiers 5 their number, according to Fo/ephus® was 
400,000: that came with him out of Egypt; the 
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proper Etbiopians are meant, fince they aré joined 
with the Ludim or Africans, and fince, as Herodé- 
tus™{ays, he ruled over Ethiopia ; and Diodorus Sicit 
lus* fays, he fought with them, and obliged them 
to pay him tribute. 

¥.4. And be took the fenced cities which pertain- 
ed to Fudah, &c.] Which Reboboam had lately 
built, and placed his fons in them, ch. xi. 5—I25 
23. thefe he took without any oppofition: and 
came to Ferufalem; there being no army to oppofe 
him ; and fo Sefofiris took many countries with- 
out fighting, and among: the reft Phenicia, as Ma- 
netho ° relates, in which Fudea may be included. 

¥.5. Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rebo- 
boam, &c.} The fame as in ch. xi; 2. there called 
the man of God: and to the princes of Fudab that 
were gathered together to Ferufalem becaufe of Shi- 
Jock; through fear of him, and for fafety and 
protection from him, and to confult what was to 
be done at this critical junéture, whether to fight 
him, or make peace with him on the beft terms 
they could: and faid unto them, thus faith the Lord, 
ye have forfaken mes his law, his word, worfhip, 
and ordinances, ¥. 1. and therefore-have I alfo left 
you in the hand of Shifhak ; faffered him to invade 
their land, take their fenced cities, and come up 
to Ferufalem without any oppofition, as a punifh- 
ment of their apoftacy; and to explain this provi- 
dence to them, and call them to repentance, was 
the prophet fent. 

¥. 6. Whereupon the princes of Ifrael and the king 
humbled themfelves, &c.] Both by words acknow- 
ledging their fins, and the juftice of God, and by 
deeds, perhaps putting on fackcloth as was ufual 
on fuch occafions, and betaking themfelves to faft- 
ing and prayer: and they faid, the Lord is righteous 3 
in giving them up into the hand of their enemies, 
feeing they had forfaken him, and finned againft him. 

¥. 7. And when the Lord faw that they humbled 
themfelves, &c.] Though but externally ; the Lord 
takes notice of external humiliation, as he did of 
Abab’s, 1 Kings xxi. 29. the word of the Lord 
came to Shemaiah, faying, they have humbled them- 


above numerous army came from thence with him, | /elves therefore I will not deftroy them; not now, at 


which was famous for horfes and chariots of war, 
fee Exod. xiv. 7, 28. what follow feem to have 
joined him after he came out of Egyp/, or whom 
he fubdued in his way ; the Ludim or Lybians, in- 
habitants of Lydia, a country near Egypt, the fame 
with the Lebabim; of whom fee Gen. x. 13. the 
Sukkiim ; who were either the Scenite Arabs, who 
dwelt in tents, as this word fignifies ; or the Tro- 
glodytes, according to the Septuagint and Vulgate 
Latin verfions, who dwelt in dens and caves, in 
which fenfe the word Succab is fometimes ufed, Fob 
xxxviii. 40. Pf. x. g. and in their country was a 
town called Suche, mentioned by Pliny’; they in- 
habited near the Red-fea; and if Shifbak is the 
fame with Se/offris, as is thought, thefe people were 
fubdued by him, as Herodotus * and Strabo' teftify : 


_and the Ethiopians ; fome think thefe were the Cu-]. 


frite Arabs, and that Sefoftris came into Arabia, is 
_teftified by the above writers; though rather the 
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leaft not altogether, y.12: but I will grant them 
Jome deliverance ; yet not a complete one, for they 
were brought into fervitude by Shifbak, ¥. 8. or 
only fora fhort time: and my wrath foal] not be 
poured out againft Ferufalem by the hand of Shifbak ; 
that is, to the uttermoft ; that was referved to an- 
other time, and.to be done by another hand, Ne- 
buchadnezzar king of Babylon. 
¥.8. Neverthele/s, they fhall be bis fervants, 8cc.} 
Tributaries to the king of Egypt: that they may 
know my fervice, and the fervice of the kingdoms. of 
the countries; the difference between them, how 
eafy the one, which they might perform without 
taxes and tributes, and how hard and heavy the 
other, through the exactions and exorbirant de-- 
mands of thofe to whom they became fubjects. 
¥.9. So Shifhak king of Egypt came up againft 
Ferufalem, &c.\ The Vulgate Latin verfion is, 
** departed fromFeru/alem,” as he did, having taken 
it, 
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it iled it of its riches, and fettled a yearly| y. 13. So Reboboam firengthened himfelf in Feru= 
pete fe inhabitants of Fhe land; of this, and|/alem, &c.] Fortified that yet more for the de- 
the two following verfes, fee the notes on 1 Kings\fence of himfelf, after Shifbak departed : and reign» 
xiv. 26, 27, 28. - . led 5 twelve years more, for he reigned in all feven- 
yx. 12. And when he humbled himfelf, &¢.] That teen, and this was in his fifth years of what follows 
is, Rebobeam, or broke his heart, as the Targum,was|in this verfe, fee the note on 1 Kings xiv. at. A. 
ofa contrite fpirit feemingly, for it was merely exter- ¥. 14. And he did evil, &c.] Committed ido- 
nal: the wrath of the Lord turned from him which latry, relapfed into that, his humiliation not being 
appeared by the departure of Shihak’s army: ¢hat|hearty and fincere: becaufe he prepared not bis beart 
he would not deftroy him altogether; or make an ut-|to feek the Lord; by prayer and fupplication, and 
ter deftruction of him and his people : and al/o in|by an attendance on the fervice and worfhip of God 5, 
Judah things went well, profpered and fucceeded|for though he did thefe things outwardly, yet not 
after this affair of Sbifbak was over: or in Fudah\{incerely and heartily ; he did not engage in them. 
there were good things’ ; there were fome good men,|ferioufly and in good earneft, with affection and 


priefts, Levites, and many ef the common people,| fervour. 


that did good things, kept up and abode by the 


ay 
¥. 15,16. Now the aéts of Reboloam, &e.] Of. 


pure worfhip and fervice of God ; and which was/thefe two verfes, fee the notes on 1 Kings xiv. 295 
another reafon why the Lord would not deftroy| 30, 31. ae, wl 


them altogether now, fee Gen. xviil. 31, 32. 
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ELIS chapter begins with the reign of Alia, 

y¥. 1, 2. gives an account of a battle between 
him and Feroboam, previous to which Abijab made 
a fpeech to Feroboam and his army, to vindicate his 
own caufe, encourage his own foldiers, and inti- 
midate the enemy, and diffuade them from fight- 
ing, ¥- 3—12. and in the mean while Yeroboam 
laid an ambufh for him, which greatly diftrefled 
him, ¥. 13, 14. neverthelefs he obtained a com- 
pleat victory over him, y. 15—20. and the chap- 
ter is concluded with fome account of his family 
and reign, ¥. 21, 22. 


. 1. Now in the eighteenth year of king Fero- 
boam, began Abijah to reign over Fudab.| See the 
note on 1 Kings xv. 1. 

_ y, 2. He reigned three years in Ferufalem, &c.] 
See the note on 1 Kings xv. 2. bis mother’s name 
alo was Michaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah , 
fee ch. xi. 20. and the note on 1 Kings xv, 2. and 
there was war between Abijab and Feroboam, and 
in this chapter is an account of a battle fought be- 
tween them, not recorded in the book of Kings. 

¥. 3. And Abijah fet the battle in array, with an 

army of valiant men of war; even 400,000 chofen 
men, Se.) Colleéted fuch an army of felect men, 
led chem into his enemy’s country, and fetthem in 
order of battle: end Feroboam alfo fet the battle in 
array againft him, with 8c0,000 chofen men, being 
mighty men of valour, double the number of 4d:- 
jal’s army, he having ten tribes to collcét out of, 
and Abijah but two. 

y. 4. And Abijah flood upon mount Zemaraim, 
which is in mount Ephraim, &é.| Which might 
have its name from a city of Benjamin of this name, 
to which it was near, though within the borders of 
Ephraim, Fofb. xviii. 22. formerly inhabited by 
the Zemarites, from whence it might have its name, 
Gen. x. 18. here Abijab ftood, that he might be 
the. better heard by the armies pitched in the val- 
ley ;. and very probably he defired a parley, and it 
was granted, otherwife he would not have been 
fafe inthe pofition in which he was: and faid, 


Hear me, thou Ferobaam, and all irael, as many ; cording to this, Reboboam was 


.as were now gathered together, and which were a 
great number. 


in vgee “Y}-p; 68 : 


Pew an opsra bona, V. L, res bona; Tigurine verfion, Vatablus, Rambachius. 
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¥. 5. Ought you not to know, Sc.) They did 
know what he afterwards fays, but he would have 
them confider and acknowledge it: that’ the Lord 
God of Ifrael gave the kingdom over Lfrael to David 
for ever; to him and _ his feed, particularly to the 
Mefiah, that fhould {pring from him ; but whether — 
Abijah had this in view is a queftion, fee 2 Sam. 
vii. 13.16, even to him and to his fons by a covenant 
of falt; that iss a perpetual one, which was. invio- 
lable, and never to be made void ; called fo, be- 
caufe falt preferves from corruption and putrefac- 
tion, and becaufe made ufe of in facrifices offered 
when covenants were made; the Targum is, ** as 
falt-waters, which never lofe their faltnefs. 

¥. 6. Yet Feroboam the fon of Nebat, the fervant 
of Solomon the fon of David, is rifen up, Se.) 
Notwithftanding it was well known the kingdom 
was entailed on the pofterity of David by an ever- 
lafting covenant; Adijab calls ‘feroboam Solomon’s 
fervant by way of great ¢ontempt, as Farchi ob- 
ferves, he being the general receiver of his tax in 
the tribe of Ephraim, 1 Kings xi. 28. and bath re= 
belled againft bis Lord; his rightful king and fove- 
reign ; the charge is no lefs than high-treafon, 

¥. 7. And there are gathered unto him vain men, 
&c.] Woid of the fear of God, and all that is. 
good: rhe children of Belial; men unprofitable, 
good for nothing, or that had caft off the yoke of 
the law of God, were lawlefs and abandoned per- 
fons: and have ftrengthened themfelves againft Re- 
boboam the fon of Solomons rejected his government 
of them; went into a ftrong oppofition to him, 
and {et up another king over them: when Rebo- 
boam was young and tender-bearted, and could not 
withjiand them not that he was young in years, for 
he was 41 years of age when he began to reign; tho” 
Jofoua is called a young’ man when he is fu 
to be between 50 and 60 years of age, Exod. xxxiii. 
Et. and though adolefeentia and jav } 
ufed in Latin writers for youth, yet - 
guifhes them, and makes the former to- at 
the year 15, and continue to the year 303 and the 
latter to begin at 30, and end at “4 


youth ; but perhaps the meaning here is, | 


{was young in the. kingdom, fearcely fettled on his sa 
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throne, and the advantage of that was taken; nor/hence it is not to be concluded, that ail the reft 
was he cowardly and fearful; and if dgah meant|were taken away by Shifbak: for we keep the charge 
that, by tender-beartednefs he not only reproached |of the Lord our God obferve all the rites and cere- 
but belied his father; for he would have fought|monies, laws and ordinances enjoined by him ; the 
with J/rae in order to have reduced them to obe-|Targum is, * the charge of the Word of the Lord 
dience, but was forbidden by the Lord; if, byjour God:” but ye have forfaken bim; his fear or 
tender-bearted, he means that he had a tender re-|worfhip, as the fame paraphrafe. 
gard to the command of God, it is true; but that} y. i2. Aid bebold, God bimfelf is with us for our 
feems not to be his fenfe, but the former. captain, &c.}] To go before our armies, and 
¥. 8. And now ye think to withftand the kingdom of|fight our battles for us: and his priefs with found- 
the Lord, in the band of the fons of David, &c.]\ing trumpets to cry alarm againft you, which was one 
To oppofe them, prevail over them, and get it out/ufe of the trumpets, that the people might be re- 
of their hands, which is delivered to them by the;membered by the Lord, and faved from their ene- 
Lord, as the Targum: and ye be a great multitude ,\mies, Numb. x. 9. fo that this circumftance was 
of which they boafted, and in which they trufted,|againft Yerodoam and his army, and for Abijab and 
being ten tribes to two, and in this army two to{his: O children of Ifrael, fight ye not againft the 
one: and there are with you golden calves which Fe-|Lord God of your fathers , for fighting againit his 
roboam made you for gods, or, but* there are with|\people, that retained the pure worfhip of him, was 
you, &c. which Abdijah fuggefts would be fo far|/fighting againft him: for you foall not proper; hé 
from helping them, that they would be their ruin, |feems to be aflured of ‘victory. 
they having, by the worfhip of them, provoked| y.13. But Feroboam caufed an ambulbment to comé 
the Lord againft them. about bebind them, 8c.) Whillt Abijab was 
¥. 9. Have ye not caft out the priefts of the Lord,|making his oration, he detached a party from his 
the fons of Aaron, and the Levites, &c.| Becaufejarmy, which got about, and lay in ambuth, be- 
they would not facrifice to his idols, and that they|hind the army of Abijab: fo they were before Fudab ; 
might not inftruct.che people in the pure worfhip| ¥ero%oam and the greater part of his army : and thé 
of God, and that he and his people might be free|ambufhment was bebind thent; which Feroboam had 
from the payment of tithes, firft-fruits, @e¢, andjfent thither: 
their cities fall into his hands: and bave made you\ y.14. And when Fudah looked back, &c.] On 
pricfts after the manner of the nations of other lands ;\hearing a noife behind them: debold, the batile was 
after the manner of the Gentiles, without any re-|defore and behinds men were fet in battle array, and 
gard to any particular tribe, which God had ap-jthe battle was begun, and an attack made upon 
pointed thofe to be taken from : /o that whefoever|them both ways: and they cried unto the Lord; for 
cometh to confecrate bimfelf with a young bullock and\help againft their enemies, and to deliver them out 
feven rams, which were five more than what werelof their hands: and the priefis founded with the 
required by the law of Mojes for the confecration of} trumpets ; to infpire them with chearfulnefs, and to 
a prieft, Exod. xxix. 1. the fame may bea prieft of|fuggeft to them that God was with them, and they 
them that are o gods; by nature, only nominal] need not be afraid. 
and fictitious deities, as the calves were, which had| y. 15. Them the men of Fudab gave a fhout, &c.] 
no divinity in them, fee 1 Kings xiii. 31. Taking heart at the found of the trumpets, and in 
y¥. 10. But as for us, the Lord is our God, &c.)jorder to encourage one another, and intimidate the 
The Word of the Lord, as the Targum; we know|enemy; fee the note on i Sam. xvii. 20. and as thé 
and acknowledge no other; not the calves at Dan|men of Judab fhouted, it came to pafs, that God finoté 
and Bethel, nor any other idols, only the one}Zeroboam and all Lrael before Abijah and Fudab ; 
living and true God: and we bave not forfaken him ;| poffefied them with a'panic, fo that they fled at 
his laws, ftatutes, ordinances, and worfhip; forjonce, as follows. 
though Abijab was not a religious man, yet it] y.16. And the children of Ijrael fled before Fudab, 
feems the form of religion was kept up, and tem-|&c.] Were in fuch a fright and confternation, 
ple-fervice was obferved in his days : and the priefts\that they could not ftand their ground, or engage 
which minifter unto the Lord ; by offering facrifices,|at all; but took to flight immediately : and God de- 
and burning incenfe: are the fons of Aaron; and\livered them into their hand; to be taken and flain 
they only : and the Levites wait upon their bufine/s | by them. 
fome in finging fongs of praife, vocally and inftru-| ys 17. And Abijab and bis people flew them 
mentally, others in keeping the doors ofthe tem-|with a great flaughter, &c.] As they fled, pur- 
ple and the treafures of the houfe of God, and|fuing them: fo there fell down flain of Ijrael, 
others in affifting the priefts at the altar. 500,000 chofen men; fuch a flaughter as is not to 
" y. 11. And they burn unto the Lord every morn-|be met with in any hiftory, as Fo/fephus * obferves ; 
ing and every evening, burnt facrifices and fweet in-\though Abardinel wonders he fhould fay fo, and. 
cenfe, 8c.) That is, the priefts; the one they|affirms, that he had read of larger numbers flain at 
did on the altar of burnt-offering, and the other on/once; but he is the only man that ever pretended to 
the altar of incenfe, and both every day, morning!/it; erom* makes the number but 50,000, and 
and evening: the fhew-dread alfo {et they in order|fome copies of the Vulgate Latin“, and Fofephus Ben 
upon the pure table; the fhew-bread-table, every|Gorion, as Abarbinel ™ relates; but the true Fo/é- 
fabbath-day, when they took the old bread off,|phus, the Targum, and all the antient verfions, 
which had ftood there a week: and the candleftick of| agree with the Hebrew text ; more than half Fero- 
gold with the lamps thereof, to burn every evening 5|Goam's army was cut off, and 100,000 more than 
thefe were lighted every evening, and dreffed every, A4dijab had in his. ‘ 
morning; and though there were ten tablesand| y.18. Thus the children of I/rael were brought 
ten candlefticks in Solomon’s temple, yet only one| under at that time, 8c.) Humbled and weakened, 
of each was ufed ata time; and therefore from} but not reduced to the government of the ate 
avid: 


-- * So Grotius, Schmidt, and otliers. * Antiq. 1 8. ¢, 11. §. 3. t Trad. Heb: fol. 84. M. * So that 
. of Sixtus V. in James's corruption of the fathers, p. 294. w Comment. in 1 Reg. xv: 6. fol. 250. 3: 
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David: ‘and the ‘childven of fudab prevailed , or\ftricken, they fay, was becaufe he did not deftroy, 

grew ftrong { because they relied upon the Lord God the calf when he took Bethel; but it is be toun-. 

of their fathers, trufted in him, and not in anjderftand it of Feroboam, fince Abijah is afterw rds 

arm of flefh ; the Targum is, ‘ in the Word of the} faid to wax mighty : and he died; not immedia Yo. 

Lord God of their fathers.” for he lived two years after Alijah, 1 Kings xiv. 20. 
¥. 19. And Abijah purfued after Feroboam, &c.]\and 15. g. but continued under a ee eiisaia, 

As he and his army fled: and tock cities from him;\he was {mitten with, and which iffted in his_ 

the following ones: Beth-el with the towns thereof ;| death. ; ye Oe 

the villages adjoining to it; here one of the calves!’ y. 21. But Abijab waxed mighty, 8c.) In his 

was fet up, which either Yereboam took care to| kingdom, increafing in riches and numbers, power 

remove before this place fell into the hands of 4di-|and authority, and in his-family : and married 14 

jab, or Abijah let it remain, and did not deftroy it :| wives, and begat 22 fons, and 16 daughters, not : 


and Fefpanah with the towns thereof ; which Reland * 
thinks is the fame that is called by Ferom ’ Fethaba: 
and Ephraim with the towns thereof; a city fo cal- 


after the above battle, nor fince he began to reign 5 
for he reigned but three years; but he, no doubt, 
married wives, and had children before he came to 


led, thought to be the fame that is mentioned injthe throne, as he might have others after. _ 


Fobn xi. 54. fee the note there ; it is here called in 
the Targum, Ephron; fo Jerom * calls it, and fays it 
was Sichem. 

¥. 20. Neither did Jeroboam recover firength again 
in the days of Abijah, &c.} So as to bring an army 
into the field againft him, and fight him: and the 
Lord firoke him; by fome Fewi/h writers *, this is 
interpreted of Aéijab , and the reafon of his being 


GEET ox 


HIS chapter relates the death of 4bijah, and 

the fucceffion of 4/a in his ftead, ¥. 1. gives 
a good character of the latter for his reformation in 
religion, and for the care he took for the fafety 
and prote¢tion of his fubjeéts, y. 2—8. and an ac- 
count is given of a large army of Ethiopians that 
came againft him, over whom, he crying to the 
Lord, and trufting in him, by his help obtained a 
compleat victory, ¥. g—15. 


¥. 1. So Abijah flept with bis fathers, fee 1 Kings 
xv. 8. And Afa bis fon reigned in his flead; in bis 
days the land was quiet 10 years, the Targum is, 
the land of J/rae/, but much better the Sep/uagint, 
the land of Fudak; thefe 10 years, in which it had 
reft from war, were the firft three years of J/a’s 
reign, and the firft feven of Baafha’s, according to 
Farchi, and which feems right; after which there 
was war between them all their days, fee 1 Kings 
HV. G2.\33: 

¥. 2. And Afa did that which was good and right, 
&c ] See 1 Kings xv. 11. 

¥. 3. For he took away the altars of the ftrange 
gods, &c.] Or of a ftrange people, of the Zido- 
nians, Ammonites, and. Moabites, which had re- 
mained from the times of Solemon, and which he 
built for his wives, 1 Kings xi. 7, 8. and the high 
places ; built for idols; for as for thofe on which 
the true God was worfhipped, they were not re- 
moved in his days, 1 Kings xv. 14. and brake down 
the images; or ftatues, or-pillars, erected to the ho- 


nour of idols, and on which the images of them|us build thefe cities; which he, no doubt, 
were placed : and cut down the groves ; in the midft|larly mentioned _by name, and pointed at; 


of which they ftood. 


y¥. 22. And the reft of the acts of Abijah, and bis 
ways, and bis fayings, &c.] Not only his warlike 
actions, and his courfe of life, but fome remarka- 
ble fayings of his, he being a man of wifdom and 
eloquence, as his above {peech fhews ; are written 
in the ftory of the prophet Iddo, who might write 
the hiftory of his own times; fee 1 Kings xy. 7. 
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Judah, the high places and the images, 8cc.| Per- 
haps the high places in ¥. 3. defign only the high 
places and altars in ferufalem, and near it; thele 
in all the reft of the cities of the land; the émages 
were, as the word fignifies, /uz-images, either made 
in the form of the fun, or dedicated to it, or tem- 
ples for it ; fee the note on Lev. xxvi. 30, and the 
kingdom was quiet before him; he had no foreign 
enemy to moleft him, and fo took that opportunity 
to reform divine worfhip, and in that he met with 
no oppofition from his people. * 

¥. 6. And he built fenced cities in Judah, &c.] 
for his defence again{ft the kingdom of J/rae/ and 
other nations, as Reboboam had done before him ; 
and which might have been demolifhed by Shifbak 
king of Egypt, when he took them, ch. xi. 5—12. 
and xii. 4. for the land had reff, according to the 
Targum, the land of J/rael refted, and gave no. di- 
fturbance to the kingdom of ‘fudab, not having 
recovered the blow given them by Abijabs but it 
is rather to be underftood of the land of Fudab, 
which, as it did not attempt the reduction of the 
10 tribes, fo it was neither attacked by them, nor 
any other enemy, and he had no war in thofe years; 
in the 10 years mentioned, ¥ 1. neither with J/rael 
nor any other nation: decaufe the Lord bad given 
him refi ; that he might be at leifure to do the 
above things; all reft is from the Lord, civil, — 
fpiritual and eternal. . ae 

y¥. 7. Therefore be faid unto Fudab, &c.| To 
the nobles and principal men of the kingdom: j 


iarticu 
ie, 


+ 
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repair and fortify them, and put them into 


¥. 4. And commanded Fudab to feek the Lord God\ condition of, defence: and make about chem valls 


of their fathers, &c.] To pray to him, and him|and towers, gates and bars; which are alway: 
only, and attend his worfhip and fervice ; this he|to fortified places, to protect the ds 

did by a public edict: and to do the law and the|keep out an enemy: while the land 
‘commandment , to oblerve all the laws of God, mo-|in our power, no enemy in it, nm 


ral, ceremonial, and civil. 


¥. 5. Alfo he took away out of all the cities of we have fought him, and he bath 3 


* Paleftin. illuftrat. p. 861. 
_ fhit Rabba, §. 65. fol. 58.3. Seder Olam Rabba, ¢, 16. — 
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every fide ; had fet up his pure worfhip, reformed 
abules in it, and removed idolatry from it, and 
clofely attended to the fervice of the fanctuary, 
which was well pleafing to God; the happy effec 
of which they experienced, reft from all their ene- 
mies round about them: /o that they built, and 
profpered ; they began, and went on, and finifhed, 
there being nothing to hinder them. 

y, 8. and Afa had an army of men that bare tar- 
gets and pears, out of Fudab 300,000, &c.] 
Thefe were armed with a large fort of fhield, to pro- 
tect them, and with fpears, to pufh at an enemy 
when they came near them, and to clofe quarters 
with them: and out of Benjamin that bare fields 
and drew bows, 280,000; thefe had alfo a leffer 
fort of fhields, to defend their bodies, and bows 
and arrows, to annoy an enemy at a diftance ; ai/ 
thefe were mighty men of valour ; able-bodied men, 
valiant and courageous; perhaps 4/a gathered 
thefe together, on hearing that the E¢hiopians were 
preparing to attack him, as follows. 

¥. 9. And there came out againfi them, Zerah the 
Ethiopian, with an boft of 1000,1000, and 300 
chariots, &c.] According to Fo/epbus”, this army 
confifted of 900,000 foot, and 100,000 horfemen, 
_and certain it is there were horfemen among them, 

ch. xvi. 8. fome fay thefe were not the Ethiopians 
in Africa, beyond Egypt, being, as is faid, too far 
off for fuch an army to travel, and it would be 
hard to fay what fhould induce them to it; and be- 
fides it is urged, the king of Egypt would never 
have fuffered them to pafs through his dominions, 
as they muft to come to ‘Fudea; but that they were 
the Cufrite Arabs, that inhabited Midian, part of 
Arabia Petrea, and Arabia Felix, near Fudea, fee 
the note on Numb, xi. 1. but fince this great hoft 
confifted of Lubim or Lybians, inhabitants of 4fri- 
ca, as well as of Ethiopians, ch. xvi. 8. thefe 
Ethiopians feem to be rather thofe in Africa, 
who were matters of Egypt and Lydia, as well 
as Ethiopia, quickly after the death of Shifbek, or 
Sefofris, fee ch. xii. 2, 3. which accounts for the 
Jargenefs of this army, and their paffage through 
Egypt: that there were two forts of Erbiopiaus, the 
weftern and eaftern ones, the one that dwelt in 
Africa, the other in fia, appears clearly from 
Homer ‘*, Herodotus *, and Heliodorus*, the former 
of which feem here meant; nor need this army be 
thought incredible, efpecially fince they were joined 
by the Ludim or Lybians, and affifted by the Pdi- 
liftines, as appears by what follows; befides, the 
two armies of J/rael and Fudab we read of in the 

receding chapter, when put together, exceed this; 
fee alfo, ch. xvii. 1418, fo the armies of Tamerlane 
and Bajazet, that of the former being 1,600,000 
and that of the latter 1,400,000': and came unto 
Marefoah acity in the tribe of udab, on the bor- 
ders of it, ch. xi. 8. 

¥..10. Then Afa went out againft him, ‘&c.] 
Notwithftanding he brought fo great an army with 


|Gerar, &c.] 
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in diftrefs; this dhe did before the battle began, at 
the head of his army, and for the encouragement 
of it: and faid, Lord, it is nothing with thee ta 
help; nothing can hinder from helping, his power 
being fuperior to all others, and even infinite, and 
none befides him could: whether with many, or 
with them that have no power; numbers make no 
difference with him, nor the condition they are in; 
whether numerous and mighty, or few and feeble , 
he can as eafily help the one as the other, fee 
1 Sam xiv. 6. help us, O Lord our God; who are 
few and weak in comparifon of the enemy : for we 
reft on thee; wrult in thee, and rely upon thee for 
help; the Zargum is, ‘on thy Word we lean:” 
and in thy name we go againft this multitude, ex- 
preffing faith in him, expecting help from him, 
encouraging and {ftrengthening themielves in him, 
going forth not in their own name and ftrength, 
but in his; the Zargum is, “‘ in the name of the 
Word of the Lord:” O Lord, thou art our God; 
and thou only we know, and ferve no other, and 
we are thy people, called by thy name: Jet not man 
prevail againft thee; for thould this enemy prevail 
againft them, it would, be interpreted prevailing 
again{t their God. 

¥. 12. So the Lord /mote the Ethiopians before 
Afa, and before fudab, 8c.) With confternation 
and terror ; they were thrown into a panic: and 
the Ethiopians fled; before them, juft as Jerodoam 
and J/rael had, as related in the preceding chapter, 
War 5,16, 

¥. 13. And Afa, and the people that were with 
him, purfued them unto Gerar, &c.} A city of the 
Philiftines, Gen. xx. 1. and the Ethiopians were over- 
thrown, that they could not recover themfelves , they 
were thrown into fuch a fright, and into fo much 
confufion, that they could not put themfelves in 
order, and rally again; or there fell fuch a vaft 
number of them, that there were fcarce any re- 
maining alive, which feems to be the fenfe of the 
words ufed: for they were deftroyed before the Lord, 
and before his boft; the army of J/rael, which the 
Lord was, as it were, the commander of, fought 
for, and led them in the purfuit, and gave them 
victory; or it may mean an hoft of angels, em- 
ployed in deftroying this great army; and fo the 
Syriac and Arabic verfions of ¥. 12. read, “ the 
angel of the Lord fmote the Erhiopians :” and. they 
carried away very much fpoil; which they found in 
their camp, and with their flain ; even much gold 
and filver, as Yofephus * fays. 

¥. 14. And they finote all the cities round about 
The cities of the Pbiliftines, who 
were auxiliaries and confederates with thefe E¢bio- 
pians, and colonies from them, according to The- 
odoret, and who fays, about Eleutheropolis was a 
place, called, in his time, Geraron Saton: for 
the fear of the Lord came upon them; fo that 
they had no power to defend themfelves, and op-_ 
pofe the men of Yudah: and they fpoiled all the ci- 


him : and they fet the battle in array in the valley of | ties; of the goods and fubftance that were in them : 
Zephathah at Marehah; where the Ethiopians| for there was exceeding much Jpoil in them; great 
were; he did not ftay till they got farther into his| wealth and riches of one kind or anather. 


‘country, but marched againft them when on the 


¥. 15. They fiote alfo the tents of cattle, &c.) 


frontiers of it, and chofe the valley to pitch in, as} The people thac dwelt in tents for the fake of the 
being more; to the advantage of his fmaller army ;| pafturage of their cattle ; the Scenite Arabs, fo 


fee Fudg. i, 17. 


$. ktev And Ale cried untetbe Lord bis ,God, ec.) 


Or. prayed, as the Targum, with vehemence, being | which this great army brought with them for 


> Antiq. 1. 8. €.) 12. §, t © Odyff. 1. *. 23, 24. 
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f Laonic. Chalcocond. de rebus Ture. 1. 3. p. 98, 192, 


called from dwelling in tents: and carried away 


face; which thofe Arabs were feeding in Paleftine, and 


their 
fup- 
4 Polymnia, five, 1. 7. ¢. 69, 70. * Ethiopic. 
& Ut fupra, §. 2. 


Q 


538 


fapport : and camels in abundance, whichis another 
ciicumftance proving them to be drabs, who 


CHA 


$4 returning from the battle, and with the 
fpoil of the enemy, was met by a prophet of 
the Lord, who encouraged him to go on with the 


I. CHRONICLES. Chixv. 9.18, 


_ 


abounded with camels: and returned to. Ferufalem ; S 
with their {poil, and-with great joy. Sy 


abt 
a 


< 
r ‘ 
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* 
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law; fince the Sankedrim fhould ceafe;” but accord- 
ing to our fupplement, and which feems righteft, 
it refers to time paft, not to the cafe of the ten 


work of reformation, promifing the prefence and |tribes from the times of Feroboam; nor to the cafe 
help of God with him, ¥. 1—7. which infpired|of Yudeb from the times of Rekoboam ; but to 
him with frefh courage, and he went about the] times more remote. even the times of the judges, 


work with grearvalacrity ; and having offered facri- 
fices, he and his people entered into a folemn cove- 
nant with the Lord, to ferve him, ¥. 8—15. up- 
on which he deftroyed his mother’s idol, brought 
the dedicated things into the houfe of God, and the 
effect of this was peace for a long time, ¥. 16—19. 


y.1. And the fpirit of God came upon Azariah the 
fon of Oded, &c.| The fame with Jddo, as Hille- 
rus * thinks ; and fome fuppofe this to be the name 
of the fon as well as the father, but called “zariab, 
to diftinguifh him from him, fee ¥. 8. on whom 
came, as the Zargum, the fpirit of prophecy, in- 
ftructing him what to fay to A/a; and the Fews 
fay‘, he is the fame with Jddo, and he the fame 
that was fent to Yeroboam, to reprove him for the 
alrar he built. 


when they worfhipped Baa/ and Afbtaroth, and not 
the true God, Fudg ii. 10, 11. yet at the fame time 
fuggefting, that fhould the prefent inhabitants of _ 
Judab go into the fame practices, their cafe would 
be like theirs, defcribed in the following verfes : 
and without a teaching prieft; as they were under 
the judges, from the times of Phinebas to thofe of 
Eli, which was a long {pace of time: and without 
law; every man doing as he pleafed, there being . 
no king in J/rae/, nor any regard paid to the law 
of God, moral or ceremonial, Fudg. xvii. 6. . 

\ ¥. 4. But when they in their trouble did turn unto 
the Lord God of Irael, &c.| When being car- 
ried captive by neighbouring nations, and oppref- 
fed; and they cried unto the Lord, and repented 
of their fins, and.turned from them to him:° aad — 


fought bim; by prayer and fupplication.s be was 


y.2. And he went out to meet Afa, &c.] From |found of them; and appeared for their help and de- . 
Serufalem, as Afa was coming to it: and faid unto|liverance, of which there are many inftances in the 


him, Hear ye me, Afa, and all Judah and Benjamin; 
the principal inhabitants of which tribes had been 
colleéted, and.went to this war, and were now re- 
turning: the Lord is with you, while ye be with 
him; it was aclear cafe he had been with them, 
in giving them the victory over the Ethiopians ; 
and as long as they continued in the fervice of God, 
and abode by his pure worfhip, they might expect 
he would yet be with them, otherwife not : and if 
ye feek him, he will be found of you; you will fee his 
face, and enjoy his favour, and have his prefence, 
and help from him in every time of need, when 
they fought him by prayer and fupplication,as A/a 
had, and attended his worfhip and ordinances: dur 


book of Fudges. uh 

¥. 5. And in thofe times there was no peace to : 
him that went out, nor to him that came in, &e.]- 
There was no fatety in going abroad for travellers 
from one part to another on account of trade and’ 
bufinefs, the highways being infefted with thieves: 
and robbers, dut great vexations were upon all the 
inbabitants of the countries; of the country-villages 
which were deferted, becaufe of the plunders and 
depredations of them, Fudg. v..6, 7. Serre 

¥. & And nation was deftroyed of nation, and city 
of city, &c.] Or-one tribe of another; as the 
Epbhraimites by the Grleadites, and the tribe of Ben- ha 


jamin by the other tribes; and Shechem by Abime- 


if ye forfake bim; his laws and his fervice: he will| lech, Fudg. ix. 45. and xii. 6. and.xx. 21, 24, 


forfake you and leave you to fall into the hands of 
your enemies. 
¥.. 3. Now for a long feafon Ifrael hath been 
without the true God, &c.} The fear, worfhip, 
and fervice of him being greatly neglected by 
- them for a long time; what period of time is re- 
ferred to is not exprefled, whether paft, prefent, 
or to come, but left to be fupplied ; the Targum 
refers this to the time of the feparation of the ten 
tribes, and the days of eroboam, when the calves 
were worfhipped, and not the true God, and the 
teaching priefts of the Lord were caft out, and the 
law of the Lord, efpecially with refpect) to wor- 
fhip, was not regarded, in which it is followed by 
many interpreters ; others think it refers to time to 
come, and to what would be the cafe, fhould they 
forfake the Lord; and »was fulfilled in the Bady- 
lonifh captivity, fee Hof. iii..4. and the Fews * fay, 
that ‘* Oded prophefied that the days fhould come, 


when J/rael would be without the true God, fince. 


judgment fhould not be done in the world; and 
without a. teaching prief;, fince the high priefthood 
fhould ceafe, (fee Heb. vii. 12.) and without the 


, * 


« Onomattic. Sacr. p. 458. 
§. 19. fol. 160. 4. 


= 


44—48. for God did vex them with albadverfity,* 
both with foreign enemies and inteftine wars 5 and! - 
now it is intimated that this would be their cafe” 
again, fhould they not keep clofe to the Lord their 
God. que 3 £4 BUTT MNT 
y.7. Be ye firong therefore, and let not your bands~ 
be weak, &c.] Be hearty, earneft: and. vigorous, — 
and not languid and remifs in reforming the wor- 
fhip of God, which A/a had) begun : for sour work 
foall be rewarded, with peace and profperity at. 
home, and fuccefs againft enemies -abroad, of 
which they had had a recent inftance. 9. 2 4 
¥. 8. dnd when Afa heard thefe words, andthe 
prophecy of Oded the prophet, &c.) Some: - 
that befides the above words of Azariab.the a 
Oded, a prophecy of Oded his father was related by ~ 
him, though not recorded; but rather Oded hefe is > 
the fame. with the fon of Oded ; and fo the Vulgate 
Latin and Syriac verfions read Azarieab the fon of 
Oded; and fo does the Alexandrian copy of the 
Septuagint verfion: he took courage, and put 
the abominable idols out. of all the land of .9 
Benjamin ; which were abominable to God, anc 


a 
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“good men; befides the images and ftatues he had 
broken before, he removed other idols that remain- 
ed, being animated and emboldened by the fpeech 
of the prophet : ad out of the cities which he bad 
taken froin mount Ephraim , the fame which his fa- 
ther ddijab had taken from Feroboam, ch. xiii. 19. 
and which perhaps, upon the approach of the 
Ethiopians, revolted from A/a, or were reftored by 
them to Ferebcam, and which A/a retook upon his 
conqueft. of them: and renewed the altar of the 
Lord before the porch of the Lord: the altar of 
burnt-offering, which had never been repaired 
fince it was made by Solomon; perhaps he anew 
overlaid it with brafs, that being worn out, or be- 
come very thin in fome:places. 

y. g. And. he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, 
and the ftrangers with them, &c | The profelytes 
of the gate: out of Ephraim and Manaffeb, and 
out of Simeon; out of all the places in thofe tribes 
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¥. 12. And they entered into a covenant, &c.] 
Aja and all his people ; that is, as Pi/cator remarks, 
they went between the pieces of the calf cut afun- 
der, for the confirmation of the covenant, fee ‘er. 
xxxiv. 18. to feek the Lord God of their fathers, 
with all their heart, and with all their foul; to ferve 
and worship him moft truly, fincerely and cordially. 

¥. 13. That whofoever would not feek the Lord 
God of Lrael, foould be put to death, &c.] That 
obftinately refufed to worfhip him, and ferved other 
Gods, which by the law was'deferving of death, 
Deut, xvii. 2—6. whether fmall or great, whether 
man or woman, without any regard to rank or dig- 
nity, age or fex. 

¥. 14. And they fware unto the Lord with a loud 
voice, &c.] As not being afhamed of the oath they 
took, and that there might be witnefles of it, and 
that it might be clear they did not equivocate in it, 
but exprefléd themfelves in plain words: and with 


that had come off to him, or had been taken by|/houting, and with trumpets, and with cornets ; 


him ; for otherwife thefe belonged to the ten tribes 
under the government of Feroboam, and his fuc- 
ceflors, and thenext claufe explains it: for they fell 
to bim out of Irael in abundance, when they faw that 
the Lord bis God was with him; as was clear by 
the victory he gave him over the Ethiopians ; after 
that time many in the above tribes came over to 
him; the Targum is, ‘© when they faw the Word 
of the Lord his God was his help.” 

¥..10. So they gathered themfelves together at Fe- 
rujalem, &c.J By the order of Ha, ¥. g. in the 
third month, of the ecclefiaftical year, the month 
Sivan, in which month was the day of Pentecoft ; 
and that very probably was. the time of their ga- 
thering: 2 the.15th year of the reign of Afa, and 
which feems to.be the year in which he*fought the 
Ethiopians. 


fhewing that the oath was not extorted from them 
unwillingly, but that they took it with the utmoft 
chearfulnefs, and with all the demonftrations of 
Joy and gladnefs imaginable. 

¥. 15. And all Fudab rejoiced at the oath, &c.} 
The greater part of them; for fome there might 
be who were diffemblers : for they bad /worn with ail 
their beart 5 in the fincerity and uprightnefs of their 
fouls: and fought him with their whole defire ; none 
being more or {o defirable as he: and he was found 
of them; and favoured them with his prefence : 
and the Lord gave them reft round about; from all 
their enemies. 

y.16, 17,18. And alfo concerning Maachab 
the. mother of Afa the king, &c.] Or rather his 


}grandmother, 1 Kings xv. 10. be removed her from 


being queen; the Septuagint verfion is, that fhe 


yur. And they offered unto the Lord the fame| foould not minifier to Aftarte,; which was the god- 


time, &c.] The Targum adds, on the feaft of 
weeks, or Pentecoft: of the /poil which they bad 
brought ; from the camp of the E¢hiopians, and 
the cities of the Philiftines: 700 oxen and 7000 
fheep; partly for burnt-offerings, and partly for 
peace-offerings, by way of thankfulnefs to the 
Lord, for the victory he had given them, and for 
a feaft at the making of the following covenant 
with him, . 


defs of the Zidonians; of this and the two next 
verfes fee the notes on 1 Kings xv. 13, 14, 1. 

¥. 19. And there was no more war unto the 35th 
year of the reign of Afa.| That is, from the Eth:- 
opian war tothat time; after that there was no war 
with any foreign enemy; there were animofities 
and difcords, bickerings and hoftilities of fome fort 
continually between A/a and Baajba king of L/rael, 
as long as he lived, fee 1 Kings xv. 16. 32. 


CG_H AP... XVI. 


BAASHA coming up againft Fudeb, and build- 

ing Ramah, A/a made a league with the king 
of Syria, and hired him to make a diverfion in his 
favour, and caufe Baa/ba to leave off building, 
which fucceeded, ¥. 1—6. for which he was’ re- 
proved by a-prophet of the Lord, with whom he 
was fo angry for it as to put him in prifon, and 
opprefs others, ¥. 7, 10, and the chapter is clofed 
with an account of his difeafe and conduct under it, 
and of his death and burial, ¥. 11:—14. 


y.1. In the 36th year of the reign of Afa, Baafba 
hing of rael came up againft Fudab, &c.\_ tow 
this is to be reconciled with the reign of Baajha, 
which was but 24 years, and was begun in the 3d 
of A/a, and therefore muft have been dead near 10 
years before this year of A/a’s reign, fee the note on 
« Kings xv. 17. where, and in the following verfes, 
arethe fame things related as here, to the end of the 
6th verfe; for the explanation of which the reader 
is referred thither. 


¥. 7. And at that time Hanani:ihe feer came to 
Afa king of Fudabh, &c.| Being fent by the Lord 
to reprove him: and faid unto him, Becaufe thou 
haft relied on the king of Syria; on the covenant he 
made with him, on the promifes the Syrian king 
made to him upon receiving his money, and fo 
truf{ted to-an arm of flefh, and even an heathen 
king: and not relied on the Lord thy God ; his pro- 
mifes, power, and providence, which he had rea- 
fon to believe would have been engaged on his be- 


rhalf, had he placed his confidence in him as he 


ought to have done; the Zargum is,‘‘ and not relied | 
on the Word of the Lord thy God ;” therefore is ° 
the hoft of the king of Syria efcaped out of thine 
hand; which otherwife would have fallen into it, 
had he left him ta continue in league with the king 
of J/rael, and not follicited him to break it; for 
then he would have come with him againft 4a, 
and the Lord would have delivered him to him. 

¥. 8. Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim an 
buge hoft, with very many chariots and rides 

dzc. 
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&c.] They were no lefs than 1,0c0,000 men, of his body, head, or ftomach, which, when the | 


and 300 chariots, ch. xiv. 9. the Lubim were the} gout does, it is dangerous. A. very learned phy- 


Lybians, a people near Egypt, that dwelt in Africa 5} fician * is of opinion, that not the gout, but what ; 


according to an Arabic writer ', they were the Nw-|he calls an oedematous {welling of the feet is meant, 
bians : yet becaufe thou didft rely on the Lard, he de-\which infenfibly gets up into the bowels, and is 
livered them into thine hand , and with equal eafe|fucceflively attended with greater inconveniences ; 
could and would have delivered the Syrian army|a tenfion of the abdomen, difficulty of breathing, | 


unto him; had he as then trufted in the Lord. very troublefome to the patient, and iffues in a _ 


¥. 9. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro\droply, and death itfelf: yet in bis difeaje be fought 
throughout the whole earth, &c.| The eyes of his|not to the Lord; his fecking to phyficians for help 
omnilcience are every-where, and the eyes Of his|in his difeale, perhaps, would not have been ob- 
mercy and goodnefs, of his care and providence,|ferved to his reproach, had he alfo fought unto the 
are here and there, and in every place throughout|Lord, whom he ought to have fought in the firft 
the whole world at once, fee Zech. iv. 10. to fhew|place,; and when he applied'to the phyficians, he 
himfelf ftrong in the bebalf of them whofe heart is\f{hould have implored the bleffing of God on their 
perfe# towards him; or, as in the margin, frengly|prefcriptions ; but he fo much forgot himfelf as to 
to bold with fuch, to be on their fide, take their|forget the Lord: this is the firft time we read of 
part, ftrengthen them, fupport and fupply them,|phyficians among the Yews, and fome, think thefe 
and to proteét and defend them who are fincere and] were heathens, and a fort of enchanters ; the ews 
/upright in heart ; whofe graces are fincere and un-jentertained a very ill opinion of phyficians, the beft 
feigned, though not compleat, nor they free fromjof them, they fay °, deferve hell, and they advife? 
fin, and who, with the heart, fincerely believe in}men not to live in a city where the chief man is a 
God, in which A/a at this time failed, though|phyfician; but the author of the book of, Eccle- 
otherwife his heart is faid to be perfect, 1 Kings xv.|/iafticus gives a great encomium of them, and ex- 
4. it was fo in the general bent of it, and efpecially|horts to honour and efteem them, ch, xxxviii. 
with refpect to the worthip of God, though there} 1—8. Yuan‘ the emperor greatly honoured them, 
was fomething lacking in his faith at this time, asjand obierves, that it is juflly faid by the philofo- 
there often is in the beft of men: herein thou haft|phers, that the art of medicine fell from heaven. 
done foolifbly; to truft in man, and notin the Lord,| ¥. 13. And Afa flept with his fathers, and died in 
to part with his money, and lofe the opportunity|t#be 41ff year of bis reigu.| See 1 Kings xv. 10. 
of having the whole Syrian army fall into his hands :|24. ; 
therefore from henceforth thou fhalt have wars;, ¥. 14. And they buried him in bis own fepulcbres 
which, though we read not of, was doubtlefs his|which be had made for himfelf in the city of David, 
cafe; fome interpret it of his pofterity. &c.] Where was the burying-place of the kings 

¥. 10. Then Afa was wroth with thé feer, &c.\\of Judah; here Afa had ordered a vault to be 
For this faithful reproof of him, which was ano-|made for himfelf and his family, and therefore 
ther inftance of his fin and folly ; ad put bim in a\called Jepulchres, becaufe of the feveral cells there- 
prifon-boufe; in a very {trait place, in which helin to put feparate bodies in: and laid him in the bed; 


could not turn himfelf, what we call Atle eafe;|not only laid him out, as we exprefs it, but laid. 


fome fay it was the f{tocks, others a pillory he put|him on a bed of ftate, where he lay in great pomp; 
him into: for he was in a rage with him, becaufe\or the funeral bed, which, with other nations,*, 
of this thing; his paffion rofe very high, and to|ufed to be ftrowed with fmeet-fwelling flowers and 
which he gave way, and was his infirmity: and|berbs, as follows: which was filled with fweet 
Afa oppreffed fome of the people the fame time; by|odours, and divers kinds of {pices prepared’ by the 
fines and imprifonments, fuch as perhaps exprefled| apothecaries art, or rather, confectioner or drug- 
their difapprobation of his league with the king of| gift ; for it is a queftion whether there were then 


Syria, and of his ill ufage of the prophet. any fuch we call apothecaries ; this bed was ftrowed* 
v.11. And bebold, the acts of Afa, firft and laf,|with fpices, myrrh, aloes, cafia, cinnamon, &c. 
é&c.] See the note on 1 Kings xv. 23. » {and which perhaps might be made up into a li- 


¥. 12. And Afa in the 39th year of bis reign was|quid, which was fprinkled over the bed and 
difeafed in his feet, &c.| “This was about two years|fhroud in which he lay: and they made a very 
before: his death, and his difeafe is generally thought} great burning for bim; not that they made a’ great 


to be the gout in his feet, and a juft retaliation for| fire, and burned his body for burning was not 


putting the prophet’s feet into the ftocks: util bis|ufed with the Fews; but they burnt dpices and 


difeafe was exceeding great ; it increafed upon him,| other things in great quantity, in honour of him; © 
and became very fevere and intolerable, and the} fee the note on Yer. xxxiv. 5. and this cuftom con- ~ 


fits were frequent, as well as the pain fharper ;| tinued to the times of Herod, at whole funeral there 
though the fenfe of the Hedrew™ phrafe may be,| were 400 of his domeftics and freed-men bearin 
that his difeafe got upwards, into a fuperior part | {pices *. tr Tot VE ae 
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CHAP. XVII 


T FIIS chapter relates the acceffion of Febofha-|8, 9. the refpect fhown him by 1 
& phat to the throne, his fettlement on it, his}tions, ». 10, rr. the fortified’ p 
piety, and reformation in religion, ¥..1—6. his|dom, his numerous forces, and mis 
care to inftruét the people in the law of God, y. 7,|head of them, ¥. r2—19. 
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. yn. And Jehoshaphat bis fon reigned in bis fread,| 


&c.] In the ftead of d/ahis father > and fireng thened 
bimfelf againjt Irael , the .ten tribes, by fortitying 
his cities, building caftles, raifing and keeping a 
large ftanding army, as the latter part of this chap- 
ter fhews, and the next verfe. 

¥. 2. dnd he placed forces in all the fenced cities of 
Judah, &c.) A confiderable ndmber of foldiers, 
to defend them fhould they be attacked : and fet gar- 
rifons in the land of Fudab ; on the frontiers and bor- 
ders of it, to protectit: and in the cities of Ephraim ; 
. foldiers to keep garrifon there: which Aa his father 
bad taken; fee eh. xv. 8. 

¥. 3. dnd the Lord was with Fehofaphat, &c.] 
Guiding and directing, profpering and fucceeding 
him in all things; he had, no doubt, his gracious 
prefence in fpiricual things, as well as his powerful 
and directing prefence in things civil; the Targum 
is, ‘¢ the Word.of the Lord was for his help :?” de- 
cafe be walked in the firft ways of his father David; 
which were his beft ; fome of his laft ways not 
being good, asin the affair of Uriah and Bath/heba, 
and his numbering of the people ;. febo/baphat fol- 
Jowed him in the one, but not.in the other: or, iz 
the ways of David and. bis father, the firft; the firft 
of them both; for the latter ways of his father 4/2 
were not fo good-as his. firft, as the preceding 
chapter fhews; and the Septuagint verfion leaves 
out the word David, and fo reftrains it to his own 
father: and fought not unto Baalim; as did~Abab 
king of J/rael, who now, reigned there; 1 Kings 
XV. 24. and Xvi. 32; 

¥. 4, But fought tothe Lord God of his fathers, 
&c.]__ Prayed to him, worfhipped and ferved him: 
and walked in his commandments; obferved and kept 
them, moral, ceremonial, and judicial: and not 
after the doings of Iracl;, who worbhipped the gol- 
den calves at Daz and Bethel. ; ‘ 

¥.5. Lherefore the Lord. fiablifoed the kingdom in 
his hand, &c.]. Piety is the beft prop of govern- 
ment ; the throne is beft fupported and eftablithed 
by truth, righteoufnefs, and merey ; by the exer- 
cife of thefe Fehofbaphat was fettled in his kingdom, 
and had a place in the hearts of his people : and all 
Judah brought. to Febofoaphat prefents ,. being well 
affected to him, as well as it was ufual fo to do at a 
ptince’s acceffion to the throne, fee 1 Sam. x. 27. 
and be had riches and bénour-in abundance ; through 
the prefents his, fubjects brought him, and the re- 
{pect they. fhewed him. | 

¥. 6. And bis heart was lift up in the ways of the 
Lord, &c.], It was engaged in them, was bent 
and fet upon them; he walked in them. with great 
pleafure and chearfulnefs, being infpired with zeal 
and courage; he was fearlefs and intrepid, and re- 
garded not any oppofition he might have, or expect 
to have, in the work of reformation in which he 
was concerned: moreover, be took away the high 
places; tach as were dedicated to idols, but not 
thofe in. which the true God was worfhipped, ch. 
XX. 33, and groves out of Judah ; where idols were 
placed ; for though thefe had been removed. by 
Aja, yet had been renewed in the latter part of his 
days, when more negligent of religion. 

¥. 7. Alfo ta the third year of his reign, he fent to 
bis princes, &c.] That dwelt.in the feveral parts 
of the kingdom; or he fent them, being with him, 
fome of the principal mén of his court; for 5 may 
be a fign of the accufative cafe, as it fometimes 
is: ven to, Ben-hail, andto Obadiab, and to Zecha- 
_ rah, and. to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach 

. in the cities. of Fudeh , ro fee.that they were taught, 
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and oblige them to’ atéerid’ to ‘the inftru@ions that 
fhould be given. them, and'nor miutiny“and rebel 
againft their teachers ; and to let them’ know what 
was the king’s pleafure on this head, and “ta back 
with their authority the priefts and Levites, whofe 
proper work it was to inftrué,° and who therefore 
were fent with them, as féllows. . ‘ 

¥.8. And with them he fent Levites, &c.V With 
the five princes he fent nine Levites: even Shemaiab, 
and Nethaniah, and Zebadiab, and Afabel, and She- 
mjramoth, and Febonathan, and Adonijab, and To- 
bijah, and Tob-adonijab, Levites; of whom we no 
where elfe read ; no doubt they were principal per- 
fons, and fitfor the work they were fent about: and 
with them Elifhama, and’ Fehoram, priefts ; whole 
lips were to keep knowledge, and at whof@ mouth 
the law was ‘to be fought, Mal. ii. 7 

¥.9. And they taught in Fudah, &c.] The people 
their duty to God and man : and had the book of the 
law of theLord with them; as the rule of their inftruc- 
tion, and the people’s obedience ; out of this they 
taught them, and by it corifirmed what they taught, 
and enforced it with the divine authority: amd 
went about throughout all the cities of Fudab 5 not 
only their own cities,’ the Levitical ones, but all 
others : and taught the people ; the law of the Lord, 
the fear and worfhip of God. 

¥.10. And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the 
kingdoms of the lands that were round about Fudab, | 
&c.] Upon the ten tribes, and on foreign nations 
about them, as Moabites, Edomites, Syrians, Egyp- 
tians, Arabs and Philiftines; this fear, as it came 
from the Lord, fo might be raifed and increafed 
by obferving, that religion was revived in’ them ; 
for they might perceive by former’ obférvations - 
made, that the more religious thefe people were, 
the more profperous and formidable they were: /o 
that they made no war againft febofhapbat’; to in~ 
terrupt him in the work of retormation he was fo 
intent upon. 

¥. 11. Alfo fome of the Philiftines brought Feho- 
Joaphat prefents and tribute-filver, &c.]- Perhaps 
thofe of Gerar, and the parts adjacent, A/a took 
and fpoiled, and made tributary, ch. xiv. 14. and 
the Arabians brought him flocks, 7700 rams, and 
7700 be-goats; with which their country abounded ; 
and thefe might be the Scenize drabs, who fearing 
left Fehofbapbat thould fall upon them, and take 
away their flocks as his father had done, ch. xiv. 
15. brought thefe prefents to him. 

‘W.12. And Febofhaphat waxed great exceedingly, 
&c.] In wealth and riches, power and authority, 
in his forces and fortifications: and be built in Fu- 
dah, caftles, and cities of ftores ; caftles for the de- 
fence’ of his kingdom, and ftore-cities to lay up 
corn, and wine, and all provifions, in cafe of an 
invafion, or againft a time of war. 

¥.13. And he had much bufinefs in the cities of . 
Judah, &c.\ Partly in fortifying them, and partly 
in reforming the inhabitants of them: and the men 
of war, mighty men of valour, were in Ferufalem ; 
or by or near unto it, fo the particle is rendered, 
Fofb. v.13. they encamped in places adjacent to 
it; for fuch a number of men as follows, even 
1,160,000, could never be contained in Ferufalem, 
but muft be difpofed of in the territories of it; 
nor did they wait on the king together, but in 
courfe, fee ¥. 19. by which it appears there is no 
need to fuppofe any miftake of the tranfcriber, in 
any or all of the following fums, as has been fug- 


gefted %, » 


¥. 14s 


4 See Maitland’s Hiftory of London, b. 3. ch. 2. p. 543. 
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¥.14. And thefe are the numbers of them accord- 
ing to the boufe of their fathers, 8&c.] Both of the 
tribe of Judab, and of Benjamin: and firft of Fu- 
dab, the captains of thoufands ; fome had 1000 men 
under them, and fome 100: Adnab the chief, he 
was the principal commander or general of them : 
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valour, &c.] Was the chief commander: and 
with armed men with bow and foield, 200,000; 
which were the armour of the tribe of Benjamin 
they were beft fkilled in, ch. xiv. 8. ; f 
y. 18. And next to him was Fehozabad, &c.] Ac- 
cording to the Targum he encamped next him: and 


and with bim mighty men of valour, 300,000 ; fuch|with bim 180,000 ready prepared for war; being 


2 number was under his command. 


able-bodied men, well difciplined, valiant and well 


y.15. And next to him was Febobanan the cap-\armed ; thefe numbers of fudab and Beyjamin put — 


tain, &c.] Being of the fame rank as to office, 


together, amount to 1,160,000 men, whereas A/a 


but having a leffer number of men under him ;jonly brought into the field 580,000; but it fhould 


dnd it may refpect not any kind of fubordination, 


be confidered, there had been a long time of peace, 


only nearnefs of place, as the Targum, ‘he thatjmany had come off from the ten tribes to Fudab, 
encamped next to him:” and with bim 280,000;Jand the promife of multiplying the feed of Abra- 
which number was but 20,000 lefs than the for-|ham was eminently fulfilled. 


mer. 


chri, &c.] He encamped next to him, as the Zar- 
gum: who willingly offered bimfelf unto the Lord, 
to fight the Lord’s battles, and without any fti- 


¥.19. Thefe waited on the king, &c.| Not this 


¥.16. And next bim was Amafiah the fon of Zi-\vait number of men at one time, but in courfe, 


as David’s military men waited on him, 1 Chron. 
XXVil. 1—15. or thefe feveral captains, with a pro- 
per number of men under them detached from the 


pend, as fome think; or, as Kimcbi, he offeredjbody ; and they were all ready to obey the king’s 
gold and filver to the treafures of the houfe of the/orders whenever he fhould have occafion for them : 
Lord: and with bim 200,000 mighty men of valour ;\ befides thofe whom the king put into the fenced cities, 
the number was 80,000 Jefs than the former; the|sbroughout Fudab ; and all together, the militia of 


whole of ¥udab amounted to 780,000 men. 
¥.17. nd of Benjamin, Eliada, a mighty man of 


the kingdom was very numerous and formidable. . 


CHAP. XVIII. 


¥-1 VO 


in abundance, &c.| Still more and more, 
fee ch. xvii. 5. and which moved bab to defire 
friendfhip and affinity with him, to which Febo/ba- 
phat agreed: and joined affinity with Abab , king 
of Jjracl, married his fon Joram to Atbaliab, a 
daughter of Abab by Fezebel of Zidon , which mar- 


W Febofhaphat bad riches, and bonour|the third year after the affinity was contracted, fee 


1 Kings xxii. 2. be went down to Abab to Samaria; 
to pay him a vifit upon the alliance, civil and ma- 
trimonial,, contracted between them: and Abab 
killed fheep and oxen for bim in abundance, and for 
the people that be had with bim; entertained him 
and his retinue in a very grand and liberal man- 


riage proved of bad confequence to Febofbaphat and|ner: and perfuaded him to go up with bim to Ra- 
his family. moth-gilead; from hence, to the end of the chap- 
y. 2. And after certain years, &c.| Two years,}ter, it is the fame with x Kings xxii. 4—37. fee 


according to the Syriac and Arabic verfions, or in}the notes there. 
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F phase returning from the battle at Ra-|chat he had done wrong, by entering into alliance 
J moth-gilead, was met by a prophet, who re- {and affinity with him, by fhewing him friendfhip,and 
proved him for helping the ungodly, ¥. 1, 2, 3.{affifting him in his war againft the Syrians: there- 
which quickened him toa greater regard for the|fore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord; which 
reformation of his kingdom, y. 4. and he fet|appeared in the war of the Ammonites and Moabites 
judges in all the cities of Yudab, and exhorted |with him, related in the next chapter, and in the 
them to do juftice, ¥. 5,°6, 7. and in the city of |calamities that came upon his family, his fons be- 
Ferufalem he appointed priefts and Levites for the jing flain by feboram that fucceeded him, and his 
fame purpofe, and gaye them a ftrict charge, and |grandfons by Febu. 
animated and encouraged them to perform their] y¥. 3. Neverthelefs, there are good things found in 
office faithfully, ¥. 8—u.1. thee, &c.] Principles of grace, righteoufnefs and 
, holinefs, faith, love, zeal, and other graces, true 
¥. 1. And Febofoapbat the king of Fudab return-\and genuine, from whence fprung many good works 
ed, &c.] From Ramoth-gilead, after Ahab was\done by him: in that thou baft taken away the 
flain: to bis houfe in peace in Ferufalem ; to his pa-|groves out of the land; cut down the groves of trees, 
Jace there in fafety, having narrowly efcaped lofing|and deftroyed the idols and images in them: and 
his life in the battle. haft prepared thine heart to feek God ; through the 
¥.2. And Febu the fon of Hanani the feer, &c.]\grace of God his heart was difpofed to ferve and 
The fon of him that reproved 4a, for which he|worfhip the Lord, and to feek his honour and 
put him in prifon, ch. xvi. 7, 10. but that did not|glory. { 
deter this his fon from reproving Febofbaphat : went| y.4. And Febofhaphat dwelt at Ferufalem, Bec. 
out to meet him , as he was returning: and /aid to| And went out no more to Samaria, nor concerned. 
hing Febofhaphat, /houldeft thou help the ungodly ;\himfelf about the affairs of Tirael, but attended to 
fuch an one as Ahad, an idolater, murderer and|his own: and be went out again through the people; 
perfecutor : and love them that bate the Lord? his|took a tour throughout his dominions now, in his 
laws,worthip and ordinances, as he had; intimating,|own perfon, as before by his princes, with the priefts 7 


r 
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and Levites: from Beerfoeba to mount Epbraim ; 
Beerfoeba was the fouthern boundary of the land 
of ‘Yudab, and mount Ephraim lay to the north, 
and was the northern boundary of it fince the di- 
vifion of the kingdom: and brought them back to 
the Lord God of their fathers, from idolatry to the 
“pure worfhip of God, fuch who had relapfed fince 
the Arft reformation, or had not been influenced 
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to Ferufalem, that is; this court was fet up at Je- 
rifalem, when Febofoaphat, the priefts, Levites, and 
chief men that went with him returned thither. 

¥. 9. And he charged them, &c.] The mem- 
bers of the court at Yerufalem : faying, thus hall ye 
do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a 
perfec heart, judge righteoufly and impartially, 
as men fearing God, true to the truft repofed in 
them, and fincere and upright in heart and actions, 


¥.5. And be fet judges in the land throughout all\having nothing elfe in view but the glory of God, 


the fenced cities of Fudab, city by city, &c.]  In- 
ferior judges in leffer courts of judicature than that 
at Ferufalem, and that in every city, that judgment 
and juftice might be executed every where; fuch 
were appointed by David, but had been neglected, 
and now reftored, fee 1 Chron. xxvi. 29, 32. 
¥. 6. And faid to the judges, take heed what you 
do, &c.] In judgment, that they judged righteous 
judgment according to the law of God, without 
partiality and refpect of perfons: for ye judge not 
‘for man, but for the Lord; not for man only, but 
for the Lord ; and not fo much for man, as for the 
Lord, whom they reprefented in judgment; whofe 
law was the rule of their judgment, and whofe 
glory their end, and to whom they were account- 
able: whois with you in the judgment , as to guide 
and direét you, fo to obferve how they behaved, 
and be a witnefs for or againft them ; the Zargum 
is, “* ye judge not before men, but before the 
Word of the Lord, whofe Shekinah dwells with 
you in the affair of judgment.” 
¥. 7. Wherefore now, let the fear of the Lord be 


upon you, &c.] And act as having that before your 


eyes, and on your hearts: take heed and do it; do 
the commands enjoined them by him, and do judg- 
ment according to the Jaw of God: /or there is 
no iniquity with the Lord our God; none in his na- 
ture, nor in his law; none commanded nor ap- 
proved of by him, and therefore none fhould be done 
by his reprefentatives in judgment: or refped o 
perfons: whether high or low, rich or poor: nor 
taking of gifts; he accepts not the faces of men, 
nor receives bribes, nor fhould his judges ; this is 
forbidden by him, Deut. xvi. 19. 

¥. 8. Moreover, in ferufalem did Febofhaphat fet 
of the Levites, and of the pricfts, and of the chie 
of the fathers of Ifracl, &c.] This was the great 
court of judicature, confifting of princes, priefts, 
and Levites, of ecclefiafticks and political perfons ; 
for caufes of both forts were brought thither : for 


the judgment of the Lord , in things facred, which 


and the good of men. 

¥.10. And what caufe foever fhall come unto you 
of your brethren that dwell in their cities, &c.] Whe- 
ther facred or civil, that fhould come before them 
by way of appeal from inferior courts in the coun- 
try, where they could not be determined: detween 
blood and blood ; one relation and another, or with 
refpect to fhedding of blood, whether ignorantly 
or purpofely : detween law and commandment, fta- 
tutes and judgments ; not rightly underftood, and 
fo pleaded on both fides: ye /hall even warn them 
that they trefpa/s not againft the Lord; the per- 
fons engaged in controverfy, that they take no 
falfe oath, nor bear falfe teftimony, and aét not 
ftubbornly again{t any of the laws, when explained 
in court unto them: and fo’wrath come upon yot, 
and your children ; upon judges for the neglect of 
their duty in giving due warning, and upon the 
people for not taking it when given: this do, and 
ye fhall not ¢re/pa/s ; if the above charge in all its 
parts is ftrictly attended to. 

¥. 11. And bebold, Amariah the chief-prieft is 
over you in all matters of the Lord, &c.] He be- 
ing high-prieft, prefided in this court in all things 
facred, or which refpected the worfhip of \God ; 
and was prefent to give his advice, and direct in 
the determination of all fuch matters that fhould 
come before them, according to the laws and fta- 
tutes provided in fuch cafes ; though it may be 
he was only a common prieft, that was chief over 
them, or the prefident of this court: amd Zeba- 
diah the fon of Ibmael, the ruler of the boufe of 
Fudab , the prince of the tribe of Fudab: for all 
the king’s matters ; fuch as related to civil govern- 
ment, and which were not fo clearly determined 
by pofitive laws: al/o the Levites fhall be officers 
before you ; to execute the fentences that fhould be 
pafled by them: deal courageoufly; fear not the 
faces of any, but judge righteoufly and faithfully : 
and the Lord fhall be with the good, with good 
men that do good, to beftow all needful good 


related to the worfhip of God, and the fupport offupon them, to protect and defend them; the 
it: and for controverfies ; of a civil kind between}Targum is, ‘* the Word of the Lord fhall be for 
man and man, whether pecuniary or capital, of}your help, who is good.” 


a more private or public kind: when they returned 
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F Seen having notice of a numerous army 
coming againft him, y. 1, 2. betakes himfelf 
to fafting and prayer with his people, ¥. 3—13. 
when they were immediately affured of victory by 
a prophet, which filled them with joy and thank- 
fulnefs, ¥. 14——21. and accordingly their enemies 
deftroyed one another, and Feho/baphat and his 
people returned to Yeru/alem rejoicing and praifing 
Gol: yt. 22—-30. and the chapter is clofed with 
an account of the latter part of Feho/haphat’s reign, 


¥. 31—37. 


* Antiq. 1. 


PLeiX. 


y.1. It came to pafs after this alfo, &c.] After 
Fehofbaphai’s return from Ramoth-gilead, and put- 
ting the civil and religious affairs of his people on 
a better footing, when he might have expected 
much peace and profperity: that the children of 
Moab, and the children of Ammon ; both the defcen- - 
dants of Lot, fee Pf. \xxxiii. 8. and with them 
other defides the Ammonites; a great company of 
Arabians, according to Fofephus'; or with the 
Meamonites, which the Targum underftands of the 
Idumeans or Edomites; and fo do other interpre- 

ters, 


9. & 1, §. 2, 
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ters, and which they conclude from ¥.10, 22, 2 3 hand is there not power and might, fo the 
Yarchi thinks the Amalekites are meant, who wete able to withftand thee ? his power. bei 
of the race of Edom; but the notion of Kiimchi\unlimited, and uncontroulable, and fo 1 
feems beft, that thefe are the people that are fo|ble by finite creatures, at leaft nor fo as to 
called from the name of a place Meon, and by an|ped and overcome. - a 
Gnverfion of letters, the fame with the Meunim or| y.7. Art not thou our God, &c.] ina ] 
“Maonites, mentioned along with the Zidonians and liar fenfe, not merely as the creator ¢ 
Amalekites, Fudg. X.12. and whom the Septuagint\of men, -but in a covenant-relation t re 
verfion here calls Mineans ; fome ‘take them to be}God and Father: who did drive out the 
fuch who counterfeited the Ammonites in their ap-|4ants of the land before thy people Ifrael; the 
‘parel and geftures: thefe came againjt Feb ofpaphat\ nations of Canaan, to make way and r 1 
in battles being inftigated perhaps by the Syrians, |rael: and gaveft it to the feed of Abraham thy frie 
who owed him ill-will for affifting 4bab againft\|for ever ? made a deed of gift of it oe 
them at Ramath-gilead, for from that quarter they|fettled it on them till the coming of the . 
came, as the following verfe fhews. and that as an inftance of love and friendfhip 
¥. 2. Then there came fome that told Fehofbaphat,| Abraham , and wilt thou therefore fuffer it to | 
‘&c.]  Deferters or fpies, or fome of the inhabi-|taken from his feed?, sig ek tite ' 
tants of thofe parts where they had entered, who} ¥. 8. Aud they dwelt therein, 8cc.) From ages 
rode poft hafte to acquaint him with it: /aying,|paft, hitherto, fince it was firft given them, an 
there cometh a great multitude cgainft thee from be- they were put. into the pofleffion of it: and have 
yond the fea on this fide Syria, that is, beyond the, 2#ilt thee a fantiuary therein for thy nome 5 a ter ple 
Dead or Salt-fea, the fea of Sodom; the Targum is, |for his worfhip, honour and glory, and fr him 
** beyond the welt of “yria,” that fea being the dwell'in ; and is a reafon why it might ~boped = 
weftern boundary of it: and Lebold, they be in Ha-|he would protect them, efpecially when they pray- 
Zazon-tamar, which is Engedi; fee the note on ed to him: /ayimg, and he promifed to hear and 
Gen. xiv. 7. . help them, as follows. prereset 
¥. 3. And Febofbaphat feared, &c.] Excecdingly,|. +9. If when evil cometh upon us, &e.| Any 
as the Targum adds, not merely becaufe of the num-,¢alamity, as the /word, judgment, ‘or pefillence, or 
ber of his enemies, for he had forces enough to go famine, God's four fore judgments, if by judgment 
forth againft them, fee ch. xvii. 14—19. but'is meant wild beafts : we /tand before ibis b @;‘in : 
chiefly becaufe the Lord had told him that wrath the court before the holy place, and holy of holies : 
was upon him from him, ch. xix. 2. and he might and in thy prefence, for thy name is in this, houfe; call- 
fear that this was the time for the execution of it :'ed upon in it, and it was called by his nam , ahd i 
and fet bimfelf to feck the Lord, by prayer and|which he dwelt: and cry unto thee ih apa 
fupplication, with all ferioufnels, fervour, and con-/a8 Solomon prayed at the dedication of it : 2hen thou: 
ftancy ; and proclaimed a faft throughout all Judah ,\ wilt hear and help, as the Lord promifed, ee 
a day of humiliation and mourning for fin before] 1 Kings viii. 33, 37. and ix. 3 aac eh Rill ind 
the Lord; when they were ordered to abftain from| ¥.10. And now behold, the children of Ammon, 
bodily food and labour, that they might be fit}a@ Moab, and mount Seir, whom thou wouldef not 
and more at leifure for fpiritual exercifes. let Ifvael invade, when they came out of the land 
¥.4. And Fudah gathered themfelves together tojof Egypt, &c.| Charging them not to meddi¢ 
afk help of the Lord, &c.] To implore his af-jwith them, nor take any of their lands from them; 
‘fiftanée againft their enemies, and his protection of| Dept. ii. 5,9, 19. dut they turned from them, and 
them ; ‘and they met not in their feveral cities, but defroyed them not ; in obedience to the divine com- 
at Ferufalem, as appears by what follows: even outi}mand, when it was in their powet to have done it. - 
of all the cities of Fudab, they came to feek the Lord;| ¥. 11. Behold, I fay, how they reward us, &e,] 
at the templé, where was the ark, the fymbol of|Evil for good: to come to caft us out of thy | Pe 
his prefence. ion, which thou baft given us to inberit, the land 
y¥.. And Febofbaphat flood in the congregation of\of Canaan was their inheritance, ah inheritance 
udah and Ferufatem, in the houfe of the Lord, &c.}\given them by God, their Covenant-God and Fa- 
In the temple, in the court of the people, where|ther, who had a right to dilpofe of it, and yet fo 
the inhabitants of Yudab and Ferufelem were affem-|given, that it was {till his pofleffion, he was the 
‘bled, in the midft of which he ftood very proba-|lord and proprietor, they but tenants under him ; 
bly on the brazen fcaffold erected by Solomon, ch.jall which, as they were fo many aggravations of — 
vi. 13. before the new court; which muft be the|the guilt of their enemies, fo they Gere fe many 
court of the priefts, for he ftood in the great court,/arguments with the Lord to protect them. 
or court of the people, and before this, which] y.12. O cur God, wilt thou not judge them? 
might be fo called, becaufe’ renewed or repaired|&c.] Bring them to thy bar, examine thefe facts 
when the altar was by A/a, ch. xv. 8. Dr. Lighs-lalledged againft them, convict them of injuftice, and 
foot * thinks, it was the court of the women.; but|condemn and punifh them for it: for we bave me 
it is a queftion whether there was any fuch court|might againjt the great company that comet avainft 
in the firft temple ; or that the great court was then|#s; for though the militia of the xin 
divided into two, one for the men, the other for|dab was very numerous, as defcribed ch. 3 
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the women. - Jon a fudden it might not be eafy to gath ’ 
y¥.6. dad faid, O Lord God of our fathers, &c.]\ gether ; befides, it was nothing to be lye? é 


Abrakam, Maac and Facob, whofe Covenant-God| confidence in ; and if the Lord wa 
The was: art not thou God im heaven ? that dwelleft|their ftrength would be weal 
and ruleft there, and doft whatever thou pleafeft| able to withttand this numetous " 
in the armies of it: and ruleff not thou over alltwe what to do; whether to a 
the kingdoms of the beathens ? being King of kings, militia; and go SUE to Meanas 
and Lord of Jords, all the world over : aud in tbine\themfelves in Feru/alem, and . 


* Weemfe of the moral law. 1, 2. ¢.6. p- 161. _ _._§ Profpe& of the temple, ch..18. be 1 a ee 
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they could: ut our eyes are upon thee; for advice 
and direction, for help and protection; the eyes 
of their bodies were lifted up in prayer to him, 
and the eyes of. their fouls, of faith, hope, expec- 
tation and defire were faftened on him, 

y.13. And.all Fudah food before the Lord, &c.] 
Looking towards the moft holy place, where the 
ark of his prefence was, in a humble and fubmif- 


65 
need to ftrike a ftroke : and fee the falvation of the 
Lord with you ; which he would work for them, 
fee Exod. xiv. 13. and Fudah and Ferujalem, fear 
not, nor be difmayed ; which is repeated for the 
confirmation of them: to-morrow go out againft 
them, for the Lord will be with you; to protect 
them, fight for them, and give them victory ; 
the Targum is, “* the Word of the Lord fhall be 


five pofture ; waiting what would be the iffue of|your help.” 


things, what anfwer they fhould have from the 


¥. 18. dnd Febofhaphat bowed bis head with bis 


Lord: with their little ones, their wives, and their\face to the ground, &c.] Not only in reverence of 
children , they and their wives, with their children,]God, and his prophet, but as a token of his be- 
both {mall and grown up, which they broughtjlief of what was faid, and his thankfulnefs for ir: 
with them, that as the fight of them, now in the}end all fudab, and the inhabitants of Ferufalem fell 
utmoft danger, might affect them, and make them} efore the Lord, worfbipping him ; adoring his good- 
the more fervent in their fupplications to God, fo]nefs to them, in imitation of their king. 
they might hope the Lord would have pity and} ¥. 19. And the Levites; of the children of the Ko- 
compaffion on them, and fave them. hathites, and of the children of the Korbites, &c.} 
¥.14. Then upon Fabaziel, the fon of Zechariah,| Who were of the pofterity of Kobath, in the line 
ihe fon of Benaiah, the fon of Febiel, the fon of Mat-|Korah: ftood up to praife the Lord God of Ifrael 
taniab, a Levite, of the fons of dfapb, &c.] Being| with a loud voice on high; in high notes; they be- 
a man of fome note, though a Levite, his gene-|ing the courfe in turn at this time for this fervice. 
alogy is given: came the Spirit of the Lord in the| y.20. And they rofe early in the morning, &c.] 
midji of the congregation ; the fpirit of prophecy|Being confident of fuccefs, animated by what the 
from the Lord, as the Targum, as it was; for he|prophet faid to them: and went forth into the wil- 
foretold the victory that fhould be obtained over|derne/s of Tekoa; which, according to Ferom “, 
the enemy, and that without fighting, yea, the|was fix miles from Bethlehem, and nine from Fers- 
particular place where they fhould meet them; and|/a/em, fome fay twelve, beyond which was nothing 
this came upon him fuddenly, whilft he was in|but a defert ; it was part of the wildernefs of Fu- 
the midft of the congregation, whilft he and they|dab: and as they went forth ; out of Ferufalem, 
were waiting upon the Lord, and perhaps had|through one of the gates of it: Febofbaphat ftood 
never prophefied before ; or if he had; prophecy and Jaid, believe in the Lord your God; in the pro- 
did not come according to the will of man, but|mifes he had made, particularly wich refpect to the 
by the will of God ; the Spirit of God in that, .as|victory over their prefent enemies ; the Targum is, 
in other inftances, is like the wind that blows |‘‘ in the Word of the Lord your God :” /o hail 
when and where it lifteth. you be eftablifbed ; have courage and firmneis of 
¥.15. And he faid, bearken ye, all Fudab, and\mind, as well as be fafe and fecure: believe his pro- 
ye inhabitants of Ferufalem, and thou king Febofba-\phets ; fent by him, and that {peak in his name, 
phat, &c.|) There is a climax or gradation in thefe|particularly fabaziel, who had predicted victory to 
words rifing from the loweft to the higheft ; from|them: fo shall ye profper ; things will fucceed to 
the people of the cities in the country, to the in-|your wifhes, and beyond your expectations. 
habitants of Ferufalem the metropolis, and from| y.21. And when he had confulted with the peo- 
thence to the king the fupreme governor: ¢hus|ple, &c.] His principal officers, in what order 
faith the Lord unto you, be not afraid, nor difmayed,\they fhould march, and in what manner they fhould 
by reafon of this great multitude , whofe numbers|form themfelves, when they met the enemy, and 
were difcouraging to the king, and he had taken|how they fhould conduct as if they were to en- 
notice of them, which this refpects: for the battle|gage: he appointed fingers unto the Lord; to fing 
is not yours, but God’s; the caufe was his, and hejhis praife, and give him glory, as if the victory 
would efpoufe and maintain it; not they, but. he|was already completed, it being fo fure: aud. that 
would fight the battle, and therefore they had no-|/bould praife the beauty of bolinefs, as they went out 
thing to fear. ’ before the army, that is, praife God who is glo- 
¥. 16. To-morrow go ye down againft them, &c.}|rious in holinefs, whofe beauty lies in his holinets, 
This was the faft-day, and fo not proper to march|and who is holy in all his ways and works; and to 
out in, but on the morrow they might go out|/ay, praife the Lord, for bis mercy endureth for ever; 
with great confidence and intrepidity ; and as Yeru-|with which they were to conclude their fongs of 
falem was fituated on an eminence, they are direét-|praife, as David did, and whofe fongs they might 
ed to go down: Lebold, they come up by the cliff of fing, fee P/. cxxxvi. 
Ziz; a fteep hill, fo called from the flowers upon|  Y. 22. And when they began to fing and to praife, 
it: and ye foall find them at the end of the brook ; on|&c.] ‘They fung more or lefs all the way they 
the bank of Kidron, according to Beckius, which|went, from the time they fet out, but when they 
feems not likely to be meant, fince they went as|came nearer the enemy, they fung louder and 
far as the wildernefs of Tekoa, ¥. 20. before the|louder: the Lord fet ambufhments againft the chil- 


wilderne/s of Feruel; the fame with that of Tekoa, 
or near it. 
y.17. Ye foall not need to fight in this battle, 


dren of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which came 
againft Fudab, fome take them to be their own 
ambufhments, which they fet for the deftruction of 


&c.] Since the Lord would fight for them: /et|7udeb; but the Lord turned them againft their 
yourfelves, fiand ye ftill; prefent themfelves they}own confederates, miftaking them for ews; fo 
might, as if ready to engage; and keep their ground, | the Vulgate Latin verfion, ** the Lord turned their 
not giving way in the leaft, but would have nojambufhments againft themfelves ; or rather thefe 
‘t . were 


-® Prooem. in Amos, and Comment. in ch. ets 
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were angels, who appeared in the form of the came to the city, and entered it, and paffec 
Edomites, and fo fell upon the Ammonites and Mo-jit: unto the houfe of the Lord ; the tem| 
many oOf|to offer praife and thankfgiving again. 


abites: and they were Jmitten, by them, 
them were deftroyed ; hence it follows, 


¥. 23. For the children of Ammon and Moab ftocd\doms of thefe countries, &c.) Whole armies w 
Seir, &c.| Sup-|flain, and all other neighbouring ones; for th 
pofing that they had aéted a treacherous part by|word ¢hefe is fupplied: when they had heard that — 
the Lord fought againft the enemies of Ifrael, and ~ 


up againft the inhabitants of mount 


them, and took on the fide of their enemies: 4- 


¥. 29. And the fear of God was oa all the | 


terly to flay and deftroy them; as they did: and\they were afraid to invade their land, or make war 
when they had made an end of the inhabitants of\with them ; nor did the Edomites dare to revolt in 


Seir ; fo that there were none left of them: every 
one helped to deftroy one another ; in their confufion 
miftook one another, either for Edomites or Fews, 
like the Midianites in the times of Gideon. 
¥.24. When ‘fudab came towards the watch- 
tower in the wildernefs, &c.| Which might ftand 
upon the hill or cliff of Ziz, for the fake of the 
direction of travellers, and the prefervation of them 
from thieves and robbers: they looked unto the mul- 
titude ; which they could take a view of from the 
top of the hill: and bebold, they were dead bodies fal- 
len to the earth, and none efcaped ; all to a man flain, 
there was not one to be feen ftanding on his feet. 
¥.25. And when Febofoapbat and bis people came 
to take the fpoil of them, &c.] Which was all they 


the times of Sebofbapbat. Ge FO ts 
¥. 30. So the realm of Fehofhaphat was guiet, 
&c.} Both within and without ; they were at peace 


‘among themfelves, and none from abroad dared 
to moleft them: for his God gave him reft round — 


about; from all his enemies; the Targum has it, the 
Word of his God; and fo in the preceding verfe, 
the Word of the Lord fought ; and in ¥. 28, the 
Word of the Lord made them rejoice. Mi 

¥. 31, 32. And Febofhapbat reigned over Fudab, 
&c.] Of thefe two verfes fee the notes on 1 Kings 
XXlis 42, 43. 5 


¥. 33. Howbeit, the high places were not taken 


away, &c.] The high places, wheré idols were 
worfhipped, were taken away, ch. xvii. 6. but not 


‘ 
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had to do; they had no need to fight, as they|thofe where facrifices were offered to the true God: * 
were, told, the Lord had fought for them: ‘shey|for as yet the people.had not prepared their bearis 
found among them in abundance both riches with the\unto the God of their fathers, to feek and ferve 
dead bodies ; rich garments on them, and gold and{him wholly, according to his will, to offer facri- 
filver on them; and precious jewels, which they ftript|fices to him only at erufalem, as the law required, 
off for themfelves ; with which their clothes, or}Dew¢. xii. 5, 6, 7. they could not as yet 


fome part of their bodies were ornamented: more 
than they could carry away; they were fo many, 
that they made too great a burden for them: and 
they were three days in gathering of the fpoil, it 


was fo much ; it took up fo much time to ftrip the 


bodies, to fearch for their money and jewels, rings, 
chains, and fuch like things of value, worn by 
them. 

_ ¥.26. And on the fourth day they affembled them- 
felves in the valley of Berachab, &c.| As it was 
afterwards called from what they did there, as fol- 
lows, which was the reafon of its name: for there 
they bleffed the Lord; returned thanks to him for 
this wonderful appearance on their behalf, and gave 
him the glory of it; no doubt but they had given 


vailed upon. to relinquifh the high places, 
and made ufe of before the temple was; partly be- 

caufe they were nearer to fome of them than that, 
and partly out of veneration for them, as being of 
a long time ufed. stay 


¥. 34. Now the reft of the aéts of Sebofbaphat, 
firft and laft, &c.) Thofe that were done at the 


beginning, and thofe that were done at the latter 
end of his reion: debold, they are written jn the 
book of Febu, the fon of Hanani, who is mentioned 
in the book of the kings of Ifrael; fee 1 Kings xvi.’ 
1, 7. the fame that reproved Jebofbaphat, ch. xix. 
2. He wrote a book of his own times, and which- 
was fo much efteemed, according to Kimchi, that 


it was written with, ‘or put along with the book of 


Te~ ‘ 
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him praife before in fome fort and manner, but|the kings of U/rae/, for fo he interprets the phrafe ; 
now in a fet, folemn and public manner, with one} but the Zargum underitands it of Jeba, being the 
heart and voice they united in afcribing honour,|king’s Aifforiographer, who had the care and over- 
bleffing, and glory to him : therefore rhe name of\fight of the diary, journal, or annals of the kings 
the fame place was called the valley of Berachah, unto} ot Irael. ¥ 

this day; the valley of Blefing, this name it bore} y. 35. And after this did Feboaphat king of 
in the times of Ezra, the writer of this book, even] Judah join himfelf with Abaziah king Irae, Bec. 
after the ews returned from the Badylonifh capti-| Meaning, not after the invafion of the Moadiles, 


vity 5 it is thought to be the fame that is called by|&c. and the flaughter of them, but after Yebo- 
Ferom ” Cepharbarucha, which he fpeaks of as not|/baphat returned trom Ramoth-gilead, when he was 
far from Engedi, fee y. 2. others, will have it to be]reproved by a prophet for helping the ungodly, ~ 
the fame with the valley of Fehofbapbat, but not|ch. xix. 1, 2. fo that it was a great aggravation © : 


fo likely, that feems to be nearer Feru/alem. - of his folly and weaknefs, that after that, anc 

¥.27. Then they returned every man of Fudak\quickly after that, he fhould Soin. himfele to a 
and of Ferufalem, and Febofoaphat at the fore-front of\ wicked prince, though not in war, but in trade; 
them, to go again to ferufalem with joy, &c.| There| for fo it muft be, fince Abaziab reigne 


to_praife the Lord in the temple, as they had done] yeats, and thofe not‘complete, fee 1 Kim 
in the valley : for the Lord bad made them to rejoice|but is here related, that Febofoaphat’s 
over their enemies; by giving them a compleat|and blemifhes might be laid togethe 


victory, and making them matters of fo much 
“wealth and riches. . 


_¥. 28. And they came to Yerufalem with pfalte-\mother, and of Feroboam the fon 
ries, and harps, and trumpets, 8c.] The three| xxii. 52. et 


principal inftruments of mufic ufed in finging the 


very wickedly, that is, Abaziah, w 
the ways of Ahab his father, and ¢ 


if. 36. And he joined bimfelf with bi 


praifes of God; thefe they played upon as they| ips to go to Larfoifh, &c.J)° OF which, ee tl 
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note on 1 Kings xxii. 48. and though it is there 
faid, ¥. 49. that Yebofhaphat refuled letting the 
fervants of Abaziah go with his, that was after he 
had been reproved for joining with him, and after 
the fhips were broken : and they made the fhips in 
Ezion-geber ; of which fee the note on 1 Kings 
ix. 26. 

¥. 37. Then Eliezer the fon of Dodavab of Ma- 
rofoab, &c.| A city in the tribe of Fudab, Fob. xv. 
_ 44. prophefied againft Febofoaphat, faying, becaufe 
thou baji joined thyfelf with Akaziab ; an idolatrous 


CHA 


ponte chapter relates Feboram’s fucceffion to 
the throne of Fudah, and the murders and 
‘idolatries committed by him, ¥. 1—¥. the revolt 
of the Edomites from him, and fome of his own 
people, ¥. 8 — 11. a writing of Ekjab to him, 
threatening a great plague to him and his family, 
¥. 12—-15. the raifing up of feveral enemies againft 
him, ¥. 16,17. his ficknefs, death and burial, y 
18, 19, 20. 


¥.1. Now Febofhapbat flept with bis fathers, &c.] 
See the note on 1 Kings xxii. 50. 

¥.2. And he bad brethren, the fons of Febofra- 
phat, &c.| That is, Feboram had, who fuceced- 
ed him: their names follow, Azariah, and Febiel, 
and Zechariah, and Azariab, and Michael, and She- 
phatiak ; two of them were of the fame name; 
though it may be obferved, that in the Hebrew 
text they aré fomewhat diftinguifhed, the latter is 
called Azariabu, Febiel is faid, by the Fews *, to 
be the fame with Aie/ that rebuilt Jericho ; indeed 
it was rebuilt in the times of Febofhaphat, and was 
a city of the tribe of Benjamin, Fob. xviii. 21. 
which was under his jurifdi@tion; but it can never 
be thought, that he would ever fuffer a fon of his 
to rebuild its befides, he is exprefsly faid to be a 
Bethelite, 1 Kings xvi. 34. all thefe were the fons of 
Febofoaphat king of I/rael ; which generally, fince 
the divifion of the kingdom, defigns the ten tribes, 
but cannot be the meaning here, becaufe Fehbofha- 
phat was.only king of two tribes, Fudabh and Ben- 
jamin ; they were tribes of [/rael indeed, and fo he 
was king of a part of Jrael;, and befides, many 
out of the ten tribes came and fettled in his king- 
dom, and were under his government; though 
fome think he is fo called, becaufe he concerned 
himfelf fo much for the kingdom of Jrael, and 
more than for his own; but the Vulgate Latin, 
Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions, all read king 
of Fudab ;. wherefore fome are of opinion, that J/- 
rael isa miftake of the tranfcriber; but this need 
not be fuppofed, fince he was of right king of J/- 
rael, and was in fact king of two tribes that be- 
longed to J/rael. : 


¥. 3. And their father gave them great gifts of 


filver, and of gold, and of precious things, &c.] As 


jewels and precious ftones; or precious garments, as 
the Targum, in like manner as dbrabam gave to 
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prince, with whom he ought to have had no fel- 
lowfhip, even in civil things, it being both a coun- 
tenancing him, and expoling himfelf and people 
to danger: the Lord bath broken thy works ; the 
fhips built at the joint expence of the two kings, 
that is, the Lord had determined to break them, 
and now foretold that he would ; the T. argum is, 
** the Word of the Lord hath deftroyed thy 
works :” and the hips were broken that they were 


not able to go to Tarfoifo ; fee the note on 1 Kings 
Xxli. 48. vib 


| rgitie> @, 


law in Devt. xxi. 16, 17. which was not always 
done; though it was reckoned. by the heathens con- 
trary to the law of nations, to give the kingdom to 
the younger ”, 

¥. 4. Now when Feboram was rifen up to the 
kingdom of bis father, &e.} Succeeded him in it, 
and. reigned alone, for he had reigned with his fa- 
ther fome years before his death; fee the note on 
2 Kings viii. 16. be ftrengthened bimfelf; in the 
kingdom, by fome means or another clofely attach- 
ing the greater part of the princes, and people of the 
land, unto him, when he thought himfelf well fer- 
tled and eftablifhed on the throne; though fome 
underftand it.of making ftrong, or hardening his 
heart to do what is next mentioned: and flew all 
bis brethren with the fword; either to get their 
riches into his hands, or lett, being religious princes, 
they fhould oppofe his reftoring idolatry, and for 
that reafon the people fhould depofe him, and fet 
up one of them; and therefore he difpatched them 
out of the way to fecure himfeif, and carry: his 
point: and divers alfo of the princes of Irael ; fach 
who had removed out of the ten tribes, for the 


fake of religion, and therefore would never agree 


to the introduction of idolatry among them, for 
which reafon Yeboram flew them ; and perhaps they 
might exprefs their difapprobation and abhorrence 
of his murder of his brethren. 

Y. 5—t0. Feboram was 32 years old, &c.| Of 
thefe verfes, fee the notes on 2 Kings viii. 17-22. 

¥. 11, Moreover, be made high places in the moun- 
tains of ‘fudab, &c.] Temples and altars for idols, 
which being built on mountains, had the name of 
high places ; and thefe Feboram made or rebuilt; 
were thofé which had been pulled down by 4/a and 
Jebofoaphat : and caufed the inhabitants of Ferufa- 
lem to commit. fornication ;- that is, idolatry, drawing 
them by his own example to worthip Baa/, for he 
did what Abad and his family did, ¥, 6. and com- 
pelled Fudab thereto ; the inhabitants of Feru/alem 
falling into the fame idolatrous practice with him, 
he forced the inhabitants of the cities, and in the 
country, to do the fame, who its feems were not 
fo willing and ready to comply therewith, ° 

¥. 12. And there came a writing to bim from Ei- 
jab the prophet, &c.J| Not what was written by 
him after his afcenfion to heaven, and from thence 
came to Feboram, even feven years after that, as 


his fons, when he fent them from aac: with|fay fome Fewi/h writers* ; nor was it a writing from - 


fenced cities in Fudab, not as their own property, 
but he appointed them governors in them, to de- 


fend them againft an enemy, and as a mark of ho- 
nour to them : but the kingdom gave he to Fehoram, P 
becaufe be was the firfi-born; fbriétly obferving the|called ; but this was a writing of Elijeb’s before 


_¥*°T. Hierof. Sanhedrin, fol. 29. 4. 
_ Ganz, Tzemach David, par. 1. fol. 12. 1. A.M, 3050. 
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¥ Juftin. ¢ Trogo, 1. 16. ¢. 2 


another perfon of the fame name in thofe times, » 
fince of fuch an one we no where read; nor from 
Elifoa bearing the name of Elijah, having a double 
portion of his fpirit on him, fince he is never fo 


his 


= Seder Olam Rabba, ¢. 17; 
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his afcenfion, who forefecing’ by a fpirit of pro- 
phecy what Yeboram would be guilty of, wrote 


. of 
to the king’s palace, and the fpoil of that ‘oa i 
fo directed by the providence ‘of God, who had 
this, and gave it to one of the prophets, as Azm- {tirred them up to do this as a punifhment of Febo- 
chi {uggefts, and moft probably to Elifha, to com- |ram: and his fons alfo, and bis wives; thefe . 
municate it to him at a proper time; and who|alfo carried away, all but 4thaliab, who hid her- 
might, as the above writer intimates, think it came|felf; he through his difeafe not being able to miake 
immediately from heaven: faying, thus faith theLord|any oppofition, or to get any forces together to 
God of David thy father ; and from whofe God he|withftand them: fo shat there was never a Jon left 
had departed, and to which anceftor of his he was |him, Jave ‘feboabaz the youngeft of his fons; the 
fo much unlike: Lecaufe thou haft not walked in\{ame that is called Abaziah and Azariab, ch. xxii. 


the ways of Febofhaphat thy father, nor in the ways 
of Afa king of Judah, neither trod in the fteps of 
his father nor grandfather. 

¥.13. And baft walked in the way of the kings 
of Ifrael, &c.| Worthipping the calves, and even 
Baal, with other idols, as they did: and haft made 
Fudah and the inbabitants of Ferufalem to go a 
whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of Abad ; 
meaning fpiritual whoredoms or idolatries: and 
haft alfo flain thy brethren of thy father’s houfe, 
which were better than thy/elf ; more religious, more 
human, more prudent, and fitter for government. 

¥. 14. Bebold, with a great plague will the Lord 
Smite thy people, &c.] They going into the fame ido- 
latry with himéelf willingly, at leaft great part of 
them, and therefore deferved to be {mitten, and 
which would be a punifhment to him: and thy 
children, and thy wives, and all thy goods; which 
fhould be carried captive, as the event fhews. 

y.15. And thou fhalt bave great ficknefs by dif- 
ease of thy bowels, &c.] Which was a juft reta- 
liation to him, for having no bowels of compaf- 
fion on his brethren whom he flew :. until thy bowels 
fall out, by reafon of the ficknefs day by day ; that 
continuing day after day, and even year after year, 
the {pace of two years, as appears from y. 19. 

y.16. Moreover, the Lord flirred up againft Fe- 
horam the fpirit of the Philiftines, &c.] Which 
had been deprefied in the times of Yebofhaphat ,to 
whom they brought their prefents and tribute wil- 
lingly, ch. xvii. 11. and of the Arabians that were 
near the Ethiopians ; not the Ethiopians of Africa, 
as the Zergum, for the Arabians were not near 
them, but the Chufean Arabs or Midianites, fee 
Numb. xii. 1. . The Targum is, the Word. of the 
Lord did this. ~ 

¥.17. And they came up into Fudah, and brake 
into it, &c.] In an hoftile manner: and carried 
away all the fubftance. that was found in the king’s 
bouje; his gold, filver, and precious things, the 
rich furniture of his palace; no mention is made, 
of any other plunder in the city, or the country ; 
fo that they feem to have had their principal eye 


CHAP. XXII 


N this chapter we have an account of the wick- 

ed reign of Abaziah the fon of Fehoram, y. 
1—4. of his death, the occafion and manner of 
it, ¥. 5—g. and of his mother Athaliah deftroy- 
ing all the feed royal, excepting one who was hid 
by the king’s fifter, and affuming the government 
to herfelf, .¥. 1o—12. 


~ y.1. And the inhabitants of Ferufalem made Aba- 
ziab bis youngef? fen king in his ftead, &c.| He 
being the only furviving one of the fons of Febo- 
ram, the fame. with Feboabaz, ch. xxi. 17..who 
was faved when the reft were taken captive and 


* Sozomen. Eccl. Hitt, 1, 2. C. 29, 50. 


1, 6. fo the prophecy in ¥. 14. was fulfilled.” 

y¥. 18. After all this the Lord {mote him in bis 
bowels with an incurable difeafe.| \ What it was is 
not agreed upon; fome take it to be an 4ernia, or 
rupture; others, the falling of the anus, or a fiftula 
in it; others, the cholic, or iliac paffion ; but ge- 
nerally it is thought to be a dyfentery, or bloody 
flux; the Targum is, ‘the Word of the Lord 
broke him.” gk 

¥.19. And it came to pafs that in procefs of time, 
after the end of two years, &c.] So long he was 
affiied and tortured with the above difeafe: bis 
bowels fell out by reafon of bis fickne}s;, either in 
like manner as Fudas’s did, Adis i. 18. or as in the - 
manner the bowels of Arius are faid to do, whilft - 
fitting on the feat of the vault*; or perhaps only 
what was contained in the bowels, is meant, if. it 
was the cholic : fo he died of fore difeafes; he feems 
to have had a complication of them, and thefe ~ 
very painful and diftreffing: and the people made no 
burning for him, like the burnings of his fatheps; as 
they did for his grandfather A/a, ch. xvi. 14. they 
did not burn fpices or odoriferous wood, as the 
Targum ; though his body, becaufe of the ftench 
of it, needed it, as Farchi obferves. 

¥. 20. Thirty-two years old was be when he began 
to reign, and he reigned in Ferufalem eight years, 
&c.] See 2 Kings viii. 17. and departed without 
being defired ; to live, either by himfelf, being weary _ 
of life through the pain he endured; or by his peo- 
ple, he being fo wicked a prince, and fo ill-beloved 
by them, that no body wifhed to have him live 
but were glad to hear of his death ; the meaning . 
is, he died unlamented ; his death is exprefiéd by 
a departing out of this world into another, a phratfe 
more than once ufed for death in the New Tefta- 
ment, fee ‘Yobn, xiii. 1. Phil. i. 23. howbeit, they 
buried him in the city of David, but not in the Je- 
pulchres of the kings ; they fhewed him fome refpect 
for the fake of his father, by burying him in the 
city of David, but denied him the honour of ly- 
ing in the royal fepulchres, fee 2 Kings viii. 24, 


- 


wii 


vette 


flain, by -his mother Athaliah, and he made his 
efcape, and that fhe alfo efcaped is clear from ¥. 
go for bei band of men that came with the Ara- - 
ians to the camp; that is, of the Philiftines, nes, ch. - 
xxi. 16. which band feems to be a’ eg 
pany of thieves and robbers, as the & 
erie! fer barbarous, as the action aferibed to the 
ows: for they had flain all the 5 fons | 
Fehoram , the Philiftines and Prades Fé 
them away captives, but thofe flew them in col 
blood : fo Ahaziah the fon of Feboram king of Fu- 
dab reigned; being declared his fucceffor by the 
inhabitants of Feru/alem. ae 
2 
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¥. 2. Forty-two years old was Abaziah when be 
began to reign, &c.} In 2 Kings viii. 26. ‘he is faid 
#0 be but 22 years old at his acceffion to the throne, 
which is undoubtedly righteft; for this makes him 
to be two years older than his father when he died, 
who was 32 when he began to reign, and reigned 
eight years, ch. xxi. 20. different ways are taken 


to folve this difficulty ; fome refer this to Feboram, |: 


-that he was 42 when Abaziah began.to reign, but 
he was but 40 when he died; others to the age 
of Athaliah his mother, as if he was the fon of one 
that was 42, when he himfelf was but 223 but 
no inftance is given of any fuch way of writing, 
nor any juft reafon for it; others make thefe. 42 
years reach to the 2oth of his fon Foa/b, his age 
22, his reign 1, Athaliah 6, and Foafh 13; but 
the two principal folutions which feem moft to fa- 
tisfy learned men are, the one, that he was. 22 
when he began to reign in his father’s life-time, 


and 42 when he began to reign in his own right ; 


but then he muft*reign 20 years with his father, 
whereas his father reigned but eight years : to make 
this clear they obferve ®. as Kimchi and Abarbinel, 
from whom this folution is taken, that he reigned 
eight years very happily when his fon was 22, and 
taken on the throne with him, after which he 
reigned 20 more inglorioufly, and died, when his 
fon was 425 this has been greedily received by 
many, but without any proof > the other is, that 
thefe 42 years are not the date of the age of dba- 
ziab, but of the reign of the family of Omri king 
of Jjrael ; fo the Fewifh chronology *; but how im- 
pertinent muft the ufe of fuch a date be in the 
account of the reign of a king of Judah ? all 
that can be faid is, his mother was of that family, 


ONICLES. 6x) 


Old Teftament, Dr. Oesen " obferves, God has- 
fuftered chis leffer variety to fall out, in or among 
the copies we have, for the quickening and exerci- 
fing of our diligence into our fearch of his word: 
he reigned one year in Ferufalem, bis mother’s name 
alfo was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri, fee 2 Kings 
Vili. 26. By 

¥.3. He alfo walked in the ways of the boufe of 
Abab, &c.) As his father Feboram had, ch. xxi. 6. 
fee 2 Kings viii. 27. for his mother was bis counfellor 
to do wickedly ; to commit idolatry, who was of 
that idolatrous houfe. 

¥.4. Wherefore he did evil in the fight of the 
Lord, like the boufe of Abab, &c.] See 2 Kings viii. 
27. for they were bis counfellors after the death of 
his father, to bis defiruiion, both of foul and 
body; for they gave him bad advice, both in religi- 


ous and civil things ; thefe were fome of the family 


or court of the king of J/rael, that his mother fent 
for after his father’s death to be of his council. 

¥. 5,6. He walked alfo after their counfel, &c.] 
Did as they advited him, as in matters of religion, 
fo in political things, of which there is an inftance 
in this, and the next verfe ; of which fee the notes 
on 2 Kings viii. 28, 29. 

¥.7. And the deftruttion of Abaziah was of God 
by coming to Yoram, &c.} Of his appointing ;- ite 
was according to his purpofe ‘and decree, and was 
brought ‘about by his over-ruling providence, or- 
dering the occafion and manner of it very juftly 
for his fins: for when he was come, be went out 
with Fehoram againft fehu the fon of Nimfbi; fee 
2 Kings ix. 21. whom the Lord had anointed to cut 
of the houfe of Abab; railed up to be king of J/- 
rael for that purpofe, 2 Kings ix. 6, 7, 8. the Tar- 


which is a trifling reafon for fuch an unufual me-|gam is, ** whom Elyab anointed by the command 


thod of reckoning: it feems beft to acknowledge 


of the Word’of the Lord ;”? but it was not Eii- 


a miftake of the copyer, which might eafily be|j2+, but a prophet by the order of Eli/ba, that 


made through a fimilarity of the numeral letters, 
5D 42, for 3D 22%; and the rather, fince forme 
copies of the Septuagint, and the Syriac and Ara- 
' pic verfions read 22, as in Kings; particularly the 
Syriac verfion, ufed in the church of Antioch from 
the moft early times; a copy of which bifhop 
Ujber obtained at a very great price, and in which 
the number is 22, as he affures us; and that the 
difficulty here is owing to the careleffnefs of the tran- 
{cribers, is owned by Glaffus*, a warm advocate 
for the integrity of the Hebrew text, and fo by 
Vitringa ‘: 
of the facred {criptures, to acknowledge here and 
there a miftake in the copyers, efpecially in the hi- 
ftorical books, where there is fometimes a ftrange 
difference of names and numbers, than to give 
in to wild and diftorted interpretations of them, in 
order to reconcile them, where thére is no danger 
with refpeét to any article of faith or manners ; 
and as a learned man £ has obferved of the New 
. Teftament, *¢ it is an invincible reafon for the fcrip- 
ture’s part, that other efcapes fhould be fo pur- 
pofely and infinitely let pafs, and yet no faving or 
fubftantial part at all fcarce moved out of its place ; 
to fay the truth, thefe varieties of readings in a 
few bye places, do the fame office to the main 
fcriptures, as the variation of the compafs to the 


whole magnet of the earth, the mariner knows fo, 


much the better for thefe, how to fteer his courfe ;” 
and with refpect to fome various readings in the 


‘ ‘ | 


» In Hieron. Trad. Heb. in Paralip. fol. 85. E. 
Kennicott’s Differt. 1. p. 98. 
Gregory’s Preface to his Works. 
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and indeed it is more to the‘ honour! 


© Philolog. Sacr. p. 11 > vay! 
*® Divine Oxiginal of the Scripture, p. 14. 


anointed him, 2 Kings ix. 1,2. and this being done 
by the direction of the Lord, is afcribed to him. 
-¥.8. And it came to pafs, that when Febu was 
executing judgment on the boufe of Abab, &c.}, On 
Joram, his fon, and 70 more’ fons, his kinsfolks, 
courtiers, and prielts: and found the princes of Fu- 
dah, and ‘or even ihe fons of the brethren of Aba- 
ziab; whofe number’was 42: that miniftred to 
Abaziah ; had offices in his court, or in obedience 
to his will, went to vifit the children of the king 
and queen of J/racl : and he flew them; Febu did; 
of the occafion, time and place of his meeting with 
them, and flaying them, fee 2 Kings x. 12—14.. 
¥. 9. And he fought Abaziah, &c.] » Who fled 
on Yoram’s being wounded by Jehu: and they 
caught him; the foldiers of Yebu, who were fent 
after him, and bid to {mite him: for be: was: bid 
in Samaria ; either in fome part of the kingdom of 
Samaria, or in the city itfelf, whither he fed: and 
brought kim to Febu, who was at Fezreel, fee the 
note on 2 Kings ix. 27. and when they bad flain him, 
they buried him, not at Fezreel, but delivered him 
to his fervants to carry him to feru/alem, and there 
bury him in the fepulchres of his fathers, 2 Kings 
ix. 28. becauje, faid they, be is the fon of Febofoa- 
phat, who fought the Lord with all bis heart; a 
grandfon of his, and therefore out of refpect to 
the memory of his name, thefe ‘being religious 
men, ordered his burial there: /o the boufe of Aba- 
ziab had no power to keep fill the kingdom; his 


bre- 
© Seder Olam Rabba, c. 17.. So Ben Gerfom. 4 See” 
4 f Hypotypol. Hift, Sacr, p. 67. &. J. 


‘ 


J. 


is | 
~ brethren and their fons being flain, and his own hands, as may be obferved in the following verfes, oh 
children being young fell into the hands of Atha-|10, 11, 12. of which, fee the notes on 2 Kings Xi.” 
liah, who murdered them all, but one, hid by his|1, 2, 3« re i  F 
aunt, and fo got the government into her own 13 ae sil 


” 
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CHAP. XXIL | > eames 
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HE contents of this chapter are the fame explanation than what may be found in the. notes 
with 2 Kings xi. 4—20. and need no other there, to which the reader is referred, 


COPE AoP EE ERR : 


or through an avaricious difpofition to keep it, 
and ufe it for themfelves ; fo that it was delayed 
unto the 23d year of his reign, 2 Kings xii! 6. 

¥. 6. And the king called for Feboiada the chief, 
&c. ] Who was either the high-prieft, or the 
head of his courfe, or however the chief of the 
priefts and Levites concerned in this affair, and in- 
deed was the chief or prime minifter of ftate:. 
and faid unto him, why haft thom not required of © 
the Levites to bring in put. of Fudah, and out of 
Ferufalem, the collection; the money to repair the 
houfe they were ordered to collect, ¥. 5. according 
to the commandment of Mojfes the fervant of the 
Lord, and of the congregation of I/rael, for the ta- 
bernacle of witnefs; for the repair of it, fuch as 
Mofes required, and the people ufed to tf 
ferring to the half fhekel; or to a free-will offer- 
ing of the people, Ado/es enjoined or directed to. 

¥.7. For the fons of Athaliab, that wicked wo- 
mau, &c.] Not Ahaziab and his brethren, in the 
life-time of Feboram, but fons of Athaliah by an- 
other man, as Kimchi fuggefts: bad broken up the 
houfe of God, not that they had made ruptures in 
it, or broke down the walls of it, but had defaced 
it by taking off the gold and filver upon it: and 
alfo all the dedicate things of the houfe of the Lord 
did they beftow upon Baalim; not ftrictly all, but a 
great many of them, as this word in many in- ° 
{tances is ufed, as Kimchi obferves, and-with them’ | 
turnifhed, beautified, and adorned the temple of 
Baal. : 
¥. 8. And at the king’s commandment they made a 


hd oon chapter begins with the reign of Zoa/b 
. king of Fudab fon of Abaziah, ¥. 1, 2, 3- 
relates his concern and care to repair the temple, 
vy. 4—14. the death of Fehoiada the prieft, during 
whofe life he reigned well, but after his death fad- 
ly apoftatized, y. 15—19. for which, being -e- 
proved by Zechariah, he was fo wroth with him, 
as to order him to be ftoned, ¥. 20—22. where- 
fore for thefe evils enemies were raifed up againft 
him; he was fmitten with difeafes, and his fervants 
confpired againft him and flew him, and would 
not bury him among the kings, ¥. 23—27- 


y¥. 1,2. Foafh was feven years old when be began 
to reign, &cc.] This, and the following verfe, ar 
the fame with 2 Kings xi. 21. and xii, 1, 2. fee the 
notes there. 
y¥. 3. And Feboiada took for him two wives, &c. } 
Not for himfelf ; he had a wife who was aunt to 
king Foa/fh, and he had fons who were concerned 
with him in anointing him, ch. xxii. 11, and xxill. 
11, and was now upwards of 100 years of age; 
but for the king, when he was at an age fit for 
marriage, he advifed him to marry, and propofed 
wives to him, whom he thought would be agree- 
able ; for obferving what mifchief was done both 
in church and ftate through Yeboram’s marrying 
Athaliah, he was defirous of preventing any fuch 
‘difagreeable marriage ; and as the young king was 
in all things guided and directed by him, fo he 
was in this ; and no doubt they were good women 
he pitched upon, and propofed to the king ; one 
of them was Yeboadan, ch. xxv. 1. but the name |cheff, &c.] See the note on 2 Kings xii. 9. ; 
of the. other we know not: and he begat fons and| ¥.9. And they made a proclamation through Fu- 
daughters ; how many is not faid, nor do we read|dab and Ferufalem, &c.] By heralds appointed for 
of the names of any of them, but of Amaziah who the purpofe: to bring in to the Lord ; into the houfe 
fucceeded him. _ fof the Lord, and for the reparation of it; ard fo, 
y. 4. And it came to pafs after this, &c.] Af- for his fervice, honour, and glory: the colleétion. 
ter his marriage, when he was about 20 or 21 that Mo/cs the fervant of the Lord laid upon Ifrael ~ 
‘years of age perhaps : that Foafh was minded to re in the wilderne/s ; not to bring in the tabernacle of 
pair the boufe of the Lord; which in fome places Mojfes, as the Targum here and in y. 6. but fuch a 
might be fallen to decay, having been built 150)voluntary gift as Mo/es moved the children of J/-, 
years or more, and in others defaced: by Athaliah,\rael to bring, when in the wildernels, for the fer- 
and needed ornamenting, fee 2 Kings xil. 4. vice of the tabernacle. > ae? 
¥. 5. And be gathered together the pris and Le-\| y.10. And all the princes and all the people re- 
vites, &cc.] “To communicate his mind unto, and joiced, 8&cc.]. When they heard the proclamation, 
give them a charge and inftructions : and faid unto\and underftood for what ule the money was to be 
them, go out unto the cities of Judab, and gather of\given, and in what manner ; all was agreeable and 
all I/rael money to repair the houfe of your God from|pleafing to them ; and brought in and caft into the 
year to year; what money he means, is more fully chet, through the hole that- was in the lic f 
explained in 2 Kings xii. 4. and fee that ye bafte the 2 Kings xii. 9. until they had made an end 5 ever 
matter; for he was very defirous of having this}had given as much as he could, or thon; 
work accomplithed, it being the place of the wor-| give. 0 ee ee ee 
fhip of God, and where he had been preferved in] y. 11. Now it came to pafs that at what tim 
his infancy : bowbeit, the Levites baflened it. not; the cheft was’ brought unto the king’s off ar 
either through negligence in them to collect the|hand of the Levites, &c.] The place w eve his of - 
money, or backwardnefs in the people to give,|ficer or officers met, appointed for this fervi . 
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very probably in one of the chambers of the tem- 
ple : -and when they faw that there was much money ; 
fee 2 Kings xii. 10., the king's feribe 5 or fecretary.:, 
and the high priefi’s oficer ; his fagan, or deputy- 
prieft : came and emptied the cheft , poured out the 
money, and told it, and put it up in bags, 2 Kings 
Xil, 10. and took it, and carried it to its place again, 
¥. 8, by the hands of the Levites that brought it : 
and thus they did day by day as often as the chett 
was full, or they perceived there was much in it : 
and gathered, money in abundance ; enough to repair 


the houfe, ornament it, and furnith it with veflels 
that were wanting. 


71 
and flattered him. Some Fewifh writers, as Kimchi 
obferves, underftand this of religious adoration, 
that they made a godof him, and worfhipped him, 
pretending as a foundation for it, his being hid fix 
months in the temple, and preferved ; but it de- 
figns no more than civil worfhipand homage : “then 
the king hearkened unto them ; difcourfing with him 
about divine worthip, which was the bufinefs 
they came about ; defiring that they might not be 
obliged to come to Feru/alem to worfhip, but might 
make ule of the high-places, and by that means 
worlhip what idol they pleafed, which he granted to 
them; the Targum is, “* he received their idols 


¥.12. And the king aud Feboiada gave it to fuch\from them.” 


as did the work of the fervice of the boufe of the Lord, 
&c.] That is, they gave it to thofe who were over- 
feers of them, to pay them with it, 2 Kings xii. re. 
and hired mafons and carpenters to repair the houfe of 
the Lord; fee 2 Kings xii. 12.. and alfo fuch as 
wrought iron and bra/s to mend the boufe of the Lord , 
where it required any work of that kind. 
¥. 13. Sotke workmen wrought, &c.] ‘The ma- 
fons, carpenters, blackfmiths, and braziers 
the work was perfected by them 
pairs was compleatly finifhed : and they Jet the boufe 
of God in bis fiate , asit was at firft : and Strengthen- 
edit; iothat it feerned as firm and ftable as when 
firft built. ' 
¥.14. And when they had finifoed it, &c.] The 
tepairs of the houfe, all chat were neceffary : 
brought the reft 
boiada ; that is, the overfeers when they had paid 
the workmen, brought what was left of the money 
collected to the king and the prieft, to difp 
they fhould think fit : 
the boufe of the Lord; in the room of fuch that 
Athaliah and her fons had taken away, and con- 
verted to the ufe of Baal; for though it is faid 
2 Kings xii. 13. that none were made of this mo- 
ney, the meaning is, that none were made of it 
until the work was finifhed, and the workmen 
paid : even veffels to minifter and offer withal; which, 
according to Farchi, were peftles and mortars to 
-beat {pices with ; but Kimcbi thinks they were 
{mall veffels with which they drew wine out of the 
hin for drink-offerings : and fpoons and veffls of 
gold and filver , fee 2 Kings xii. 13. and they offer- 
ed burnt-offerings in the houfe of the Lord continually 
all the days of Febsiada ; the daily facrifice, morn- 
ing and evening. 
¥. 15. But Feboiada waxed old, and was full of 
days when he died, &c.] A very old man; few at 
this time arrived to fuch an age; he was a rare in- 
flance : 130 years old was he when he died ; the 
oldeft man we read of from the times of Mojes, 
and older than he by ten years. 
¥.16. And they buried him-in the city of David 
among the kings, &c.| In bonour to him, he having 
been the prelerver of the king, and of the king- 
dom, and being by marriage a relation of the pre- 
fent king, uncle tohim : decau/e be bad done good in 
Jrael, in that part. of it which belonged to the 
kingdom of the houfe of David : doth towards God, 
and towards his house ; both for the reftoring the 
pure worfhip of God, and the repairs of the tem- 
le. ; é 
¥.17. Now after the death of Feboiada came the 
princes of Fudah, &c.| Who had been fecretly in- 
clined to idolatry, but durft not difcover it.during 
_ the lifeof Fehoiada ; whofe influence at court was 
too great for them to counterwork, but when dead 
they came to court: and made obeyfance to the king 
bowed in a very lowly manner, fawned upon him, 


; the bufinefs of re- 


¥. 18. And they left the houfe of the Lord God of 
their fathers, &&c.| Came no more to the temple 
at Zerufalem, forfook the worlhip and fervice of it.: 
and ferved groves and idols; worhipped idols in 
groves, which were upon high places: aud wrath 
caine upon Fudab and Ferufalem for this their trefpafs 5 
their idolatry, and particularly on thefe princes, 
the Syrian army coming againft them, and deftroy - 


: and\ing them, ¥. 23. 


¥. 19. Yet he fent prophets to them, to bring them 
again unto the Lord, &c.] To reprove them for 
their fin, to warn them of their danger, to exhort 
them to their duty, and endeavour to reftore them, 
and reduce them to the obedience and worfhip of 
God ; fuch was his clemency, goodnefs, and con- 


they\defcenfion to them, before he executed his wrath 
of the money before the king and Fe-\upon them 


: and they tefified againft them , againtt 
their fins, and declared what would befal them, 
and called heaven and earth to witnefs for God and 


ofe of asjagainft them: but they would not give ear; to their 
whereof were made veffels for \reproofs, 


admonitions, cautions, and exhortations, 
but went on in their own ways. 

¥.20. And the fpirit of the Lord came upon Ze- 
chariab the fon of Febciada the prieft, &c.] The fpi- 
rit of prophecy, as the Targum ; he was moved 
and influenced by it, to {peak what is after related : 
which flood above the people ; in a defk, or fort of 
pulpit, in which the priefts ftood when they taught 
the people, that they might be the better heard, 
like that which Ezra ufed, Neb. viii. 4. and faid 
unlo them, thus faith God ; being moved and direét- 
ed by his Spirit, he fpake in his name: why tran/- 
gress ye the command of the Lord, that ye cannot pro- 
per * by committing idolatry, than which nothing 
could more hinder profperity, both in things fpi- 
ritual and temporal, in foul and body : decau/e ye 
have forfaken the Lord, be bath aljo forfaken you ; 
becaule they had forfaken the worlhip of God, as 
the Targum, God had forfaken them, and was 
about to give them up into the hand of their ene- 
mies. 

¥. 21. And they confpired againft him, 8cc.] Con- 
fulted together to take away his life, and got the or- 
der of the king to do it : and stoned him with ftones 
at the commandment of the king in the court of the 
boufe of the Lord , where he had ftood and reproved 
them ; this they did before he went out, whilft in 
the temple; and if he is the fame Zechariah as 
fome think, our Lord fpeaks of, he was flain be-. 
tween the temple-porch and the altar, Mat#. xxiii. 
35- fee the note there. : 

¥ 22. Thus Foafh the king remembered not the 
kindne/s which Feboiada his father bad done to him, 
&c.] In preferving him in his infancy, and nou- 
rifhing him ; in fettling him on the throne, and af- 
fifting him with his advice and counfel : dus few 
bis fon ; who alfo affifted at his coronation, and 
with his father and brethren anointed him king, »as 
isprobable, ch. xxiii. 11. and when be died, he eh 
be 
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the Lord look upon it, and requiteit ; meaning his] y.25. And when they were departed from bit, 
blood ; this he faid, nor from a private fpirit of }8&c.]. Having got what wealth and {poil they 
revenge, but with a view tothe glory of divine|for they left hia in great difeafes; thro 
juftice, and which he delivered not as a with, or|wounds they gave him, and the dift 
by way of imprecation, that fo it might be, but as|brought him into: bis own fervants confpired agat 
a prophecy that fo it would be. him, for the blood of the fons of Feboiada the 
¥. 23. And it came to pafs at the end of the year, for perhaps more than one was flain at the fame 
8c.] After the death of Zechariah, fo foon had|time ; the reft vindicating the caufe of their bro- ~ 
his prophecy its accomplithment : that the bof of|ther, fhared the fame fate ; or the plural is put for _ 
Syria came. up againft bim ; againft Foafb, king of|the fingular : and flew him on his bed; inthehoufe | 
Judah, under Hazael king of Syria, or however|of Mill, where he lay ill of his wounds, and 
fent by him ; for fome think this is a different ex-|fick of his difeafes, and could not defend him- 
pedition from thatin 2 Kings xii. 17. though others |felf: and be died ; of the wounds his fervants gave’ 
take it to be the fame: and they came to Fudab and\|him : and they buried him in the city of David, but 
_ Ferufalem ,; not only came into the land of Fudah, |they buried bim not in the fepulchres of the kings; fee 
but as far as Feru/alem, the forces of Foa/h not be-|2 Kings xii. 21. Sy per 
ing able to ftop them : and deftroyed all the princes| ¥.26. And thee are they that confpired againft 
of the people from among the people ; the idolatrous| him, Zabad the fon of Shimeah an Ammonitefs, Bec.] 
princes of Fudab, ¥.17. which is very remark-| Called Fozachar, the fon of Shimeah, 2 Kings xii. 
able, that they fhould be diftinguifhed from the|2%. and Febozabad, the fon of Skimrith, a Moa- 
people in their deftruétion, who had been the chief|dite/s 5 called in the fame place the fon of Sho- | 
caufe of the wrath of God coming upon them : | mer. dns 
and fent all the [poil of them unto the king of Da-| y. 27. Now concerning bis fons, 8c.| The fons 
mafcus ; all the riches that were taken from them |of Foa/h ; how many they were, and what their 
were fent to the king of Syria at Damafcus ; this|names.: and ‘the greatnefs of the burdens laid upon 
looks as if Hazael was not with this army. him which fome underftand of the hard and heavy 
y. 24. For the army of the Syrians came with a\prophecies of the Lord againft him; and others of 
fmall company of men, &c.] It confifted but of few :|the heavy taxes and tribute impofed on him by the 
and the Lord delivered a very great hoft into their|king of Syria; and others of the collection for the 
hand, which the king of Fudah and his princes|repairs of the temple, y. 6. where the word ufed 
had got together to oppofe them : Jecaufe they had|fignifiesa burdens; and it follows, and the repair- 
forfaken the Lord God of their fathers ; therefore the jing of the houje of the Lord the whole hiftory of 
Lord forfook them, and gave them up into the|that : ebold they are written in the flory of the book 
hand of their enemies: fo they executed judgment |\of the kings; not in the canonical book fo called, 
againft Foafo ; were the inftraments God made|but in the hiftory, commentaries, or annals of the 
ufe of to execute his vengeance on him for his ido-|kings of Fadab now loft: and Amaziah bis fon 
latry and murder. reigned in his flead , fee 2 Kings xii, 21. 


CHAP. ' XXV. 


} 
fb (ee chapter begins with the reign of Amaziah, | cording to their families throughout his kingdom, 
and fome of the firft acts of it, flaying thofe] into thoufands and hundreds, and out of their re-’ 
that killed his father, ¥. 1—4. raifing alarge army | fpective families appointed captains over them : 
in his own kingdom, to which he added 100,000] and he numbered them from 20 years old and above ; 
more he hired out of J/rae/, whom yet he fent home | the ufual age men were numbered at for war, idithe 
by the advice of a prophet, y¥. 5—10. and with his| 50th, according to Yofepbus; the Roman law * 
own army marched againft the Edomites, and ob- | obliged none to be foldiers after 50, nor might any 
tained a victory over them, ¥. 11,12. butthe J-|be difmiffed before”; ‘ the age of military men 
raelites being difpleafed with him for difmiffing| with the Romans was, from 17 to 46, or as fome 
them, fell on fome of his cities, and flew many in| 45; but with the Perfans from 20 as here to’ 50 at 
them, ¥. 13. and fuch was his ftupidity, as toland found them 300,000 cho'ce men, able t9 go- 
worfhip the gods of the Edomites he had conquer-|forth to war, that could handle pear and fhield ; 
ed, for which he was reproved by a prophet, ¥.| which fhews that their number was greatly des 
14—16. and being elated with his victory, he fent|creafed fince the times of Febofbaphat, ch. xvii. Oc= ; 
achallenge to the King of J/rae/, who accepting of|cafioned by the wars under Feboram, Abaziab, 
it, a battle enfued, in which udab was worlted, | and Foa/fb ; fome copies of the Vulgate Latin ™ ha ‘ 
their king taken, and treafuries - fpoiled, y.!only 30,000. 4 i: ap iy 
i7—24. and the chapter is clofed with the death} . 6. He hired alfo 100,000 mighty men of val uu 
and burial of Amaziah, ¥. 25—28. out of Ifrael, &¢.] The ten tribes, judging hi : 
Y. 1,2, 3,4. Amaziah was 25 years old when hej army not fufficient for his expedition ag 
began to reign, &c.] Of thefe verfes, fee the notes | Edomites he was meditating : for 100 ‘a, 
on 2 Kings xiv. 2, 3, 5, 6. |ver; which amounted to 35,300 pou 
¥. 5. Moreover Amaziah gathered Fudab together, |and according to Beckius * were oe 
&c.] The inhabitants thereof : and made them cap-|and a half to each foldier. . er 
tains over thoufands, and captains over hundreds, ac-|. ¥.7. But there came a man of Goi te biaes , 
cording to the houfes of their fathers, throughout all} Who the ews fay‘ was the brother of tl » king 
Judah and Benjamin; he divided the people, ‘ac- | 4mos, the father of Tfaiab, but without founda 
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‘tion : faying, O hing, let not the armyof Ifrael go\rock in Arabia ; that is, Arabia Petrer: and cafe 


with thee; to-war againtt Edom, meaning the 
- 100,000 men he had hired, and fuggetting that to 
have them with him would not be to hjs advantage, 
but his detriment, for the following reafon: fo 
the Lord is not with Ifrael, to wit, with all the chil- 


them down from the top of the rock, that they were 
broken all in pieces ; burft afunder, bones broken 
and limb from limb feparated. This fort of pu- 
nifhment was inflicted by the Romans on various 
malefactors, by cafting them down from the Tar- 


dven of Ephraim , they being idolaters, worhhip-|pefan rock"; and in Greece, according to the Del- 


ers of the calves; and as they had forfaken the 
Lord, he had forfaken “them; therefore no help 
could be expected from them ; the Targumis, “the 
«© Word of the Lord is not-their help.’ 

y. 8. But if thou wilt go, doit, be frong for the 
batile, &c, | An ironical expreffion ; if thou wilt 
not be advifed, take them with thee, and.try what 
thou canft do ; exert all thy courage, and ufe thy 
military fill, and mark the iffue: God /ball make 
. thee fall before the enemy ; notwithftanding the num- 
ber of thy troops, and thofe.of thy auxiliaries ; tho’ 


e 


+s 


phian law, fuch as ‘were guilty of facrilege were 
led to a.rock, and caft down headlong from 
thence*: and now in Zarkey, at a place called Con- 
fiantine, a town fituated on the top of a great rock, 
the ufual way of executing great criminals ig by 
pufhing them from of the cliff! ; fee Luke iv. 29. 
but to ufe captives taken in war after this manner, 
feems cruel and barbarous; ard what fhould be 
the reafon of fuch treatment of them, is not eafy 
to fay. 

¥. 13+, But the foldiers of the ariny which Amaziah 


fome take them to be -fpoken ferioufly, and read|/ent back, that they fhould not go with him to battle, 


the words, dut go thou, that is alone, without the 
hired troops, and fight boldly and courageoufly ; or 
otherwile God /hall make thee fall, &c. for God hath 
power to help and to caft down ; to help with a few, 
and to caft down with many; to help without the 
hired J/raelites, and to caft down with them. 

¥.9.° And Amaziah faid to the man of God, But 
ewbat foall we do for the 100 talents which 1 have gi- 
ven to the army of Ifrael? &c.] They'll be loft, 
there’s no demanding them back again; this he 
fpake with fome concern, as loth to lofe fo much 
money : and the man of God anfwered, the Lord is 
able to give thee much more than this ; whofe is the 
earth, and the fulnels thereof, the gold and filver, 
and all the riche; of it ; and therefore he had no need 
to trouble himfelf about the Jofs of his money, 
which, if obedient to the will of God, he might 
expect it would be abundantly repaid him. 

y..10. Then Amaziah feparaied them, &c.] From 
his army, among whom they were incorporated and 
ranked, to wit, the army that was come to bim out 
of Ephraim ; which he had hired of the ro tribes, 
thefe he fingled out: to go home again ; to their 
own country : wherefore their anger was greatly kin- 
dled againft fudab, and they returned bome in great 
anger ; it being a great flight put upon them, and 
a reproach to them, to be thus difmiffed, as they 
thought ; and efpecially if they underftood that it 
was becaufe they were idolaters ; and the rather as 
they might have hoped to have had their fhare in 
the plunder of the Adomites. 


y. 


&c.] The 100,000 men hired out of J/rael, whom 
he difmiffed before he went againft Edom : fell upon 
the cities of Fudab, from Samaria even unto Betb- 
boron; which though it formerly belonged to 
Ephraim, had been taken by the men of Fudab ; 
they did not fall on thefe as they returned home, 
for then it would have been faid from Bethoron to 
Samaria ; but after they had returned home, they 
meditated this piece of revenge for the ill treatment 
of them, as they reckoned it: and fmote 3000 of 
them ; of the inhabitants of the cities, who rofe 
up and oppofed them : end took much Jpoil ; out of 
them, and went their way with ic. 

. ¥. 14. Now it came to pafs, after that Amaziah 
was come from the flaughter of the Edomites, 8&c.] 
Inftead of returning thanks to God for the victory 
obtained, and giving him the glory of jt: that he 
brought the gods of the children of Seir, and fet them 
up to be bis gods ; what were the gods of the Edo- 
mites, is no where faid in fcripture; only Fo/fepbus' 
fpeaks of the priefts of Coze, which he fays was a 
god of the Idumzans: and bowed himfelf before 
them, and burned incenfe unto them; which was 
the greateft piece of fottifhnefs and ftupidity ima- 
ginable, to worfhip the gods of a nation conquer- 
ed by him; for fince they could not fave them, 
what help could he expect from them? 

¥. 15. Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kind- 
led againjft Amaziah, &c.} Idolatry being always 

highly difpleafing to the Lord; and this was. a 
moft provoking inftance of it, that when the Lord 


11. And Amaziah ftrengthened himfelf, and\had given him victory over his enemies, that he 


led forth bis people, &c.] “To go to war with the|fhould forfake him, and worthip their gods: and 
Edomites , not difcouraged by the difmiffion of the|4e fent unto him a prophet, whether the fame as 
hired troops, but truiting in the promife and|before, is not certain: which faid unto bim, why baft 


power of God,.he went forth with boldnefs and intre- 


thou fought after the gods of the people, which could 


pidity: and went to tbe valley of falt, and fmote of\not deliver their own people out of thine hand? and 


the children of Seir’ 10,000 ; the Edomites ; fo cal- 
led, not becaufe they were the polterity of Seir, but 
beciufe they dwelt in Seir, from whence they drove 
the defcendants of Seir, and~ dwelt in their ftead ; 
fee 2 Kings xiv. 7. 


y. 12. And other 10,000 left alive, did the chil- 


therefore it was madnefs in him to feek after them, 
and worfhip them. 

yv.16. And it came to pafs as he talked with him, 
that the king /aid unto him, art thou made of the 
king’s council ? &c.] He was not indeed one of 
his privy council, made fo ‘by him, but he was 


ren of Fudab carry away captive, &c.] The reft of |appointed a counfellor to him by the Lord, the 


the army.of the Edamites, which amounted to the 
fame number, fell into their hands, and they took 
them, and carried them off: and brought them un- 
to the top of the rock, very probably the fame on 
which the city Petra; the metropolis of Edom, was 
built, called alfo Selab, 2 Kingsxiv. 7. both which 
names fignify a rock. Fo/epbus® calls it the great 
® Antig.l.9.¢.9.§.1.6 h Liv. Hitt 
iluftr. c. 27.70. Vid. Rycquinam de Capitol. Ronian. c. 4. p 
k Pist’s Account of the Mahometans, ch. 1. p. 10. 


REG. TL ON’. 3. 


King of kings, to expoftulate with him about his 
idolatry, and to advife him to relinquifh it, to 
whofe counfel he ought to have hearkened : for- 
bear, why foouldft thou be fmitten? bidding him 
hold his peace, and threatening him, that if he 
did not, he mutt expect to be fmitten; that is, 
with death, as Zechariab the prophet was by the 
order 
+16. ¢. 20. Patercul. Hift. Roman. I. 2. Aurel, Vidor. de vir, 
yt. i Alian. Var, Hikk. 1,11. ¢ 5+ 
1 Antiqu. 1. 15. ¢.7- fs 
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’ broke in upon Fudab, and diftrefied them, ch. 
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order of his father : shen the prophet forbore; left) y. 20. But Amaziab would not bear, 8c] V 
off fpeaking, only added this. at parting: amd|the king of Jjrael advifed him to, not to meddl 
Said, I know that God bath determined to deftroy\bis hurt : for it came of God, that be mighs 
thee ; being given up to hardnefs of heart, {0 as|them into the band of their enemies ; 47 
to pay no.regard to the Lord and his prophets, |his army into the hands of ¥ou/b and his: nis wi 
which was a fure prefage of deftruction : becaufe\the will of God, and was brought about by | 
thou baft done this; committed {uch idolatry, and providence ; and that it might be, Amazia, bwas 
perfifted in it : and haft not bearkened to my counfel ;\given up to blindnef§ and hardnefs of } ih.) a 
to reform from it. boas punifhment of his idolatry : becau/e they fi tht af- 
¥.17. Then Amaziah king of Fudab took advice,\ter the gods of Edom ; he and his nobles, nd many’ 
&c.], Not of God, nor of his prophets, but ofjof the people following his example ; from hence ~ 
fome of his nobles like himfelf: cud fent to Foafb\to the end of the chapter, the fame things are res 
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—king of Irael, of his mefiage to him here, and/corded as in 2 Kings xiv. 11—20. fee the notes 
his an{wer in the two following verfes, fee the notes|there. ° ; 
on 2 Kings xiv. 8, 9, 10. 
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€ ba chapter relates the good reign of Uzziah,:8cc.] He did not do all before related of himfelf, 
¥. 1—5. his wars and victories, his build-|and by his own ftrength, but by the help of God 5» 


ings, the number of his foldiers, and his military|the Targum is, ‘* the Word of the Lord ed 
ftores, ¥. 6—15. his invafion of the prieft’s office,|him :” and againft the Arabians that dwelt in Gur 


in attemipting to offer incenfe, for which he was|dae/ ; the fame with Gerar, according to the Tar-. 

{mitten with a leprofy, which continued to his|gum; which alfo belonged to the Pbiliftines, and 

death, ¥.i16—23. - had a king in dbrabam’s: time, Genxxy q. the: 
~ fame with Relox, another of the five” 


¥.1. Then all the people of Fudab took Uzziah,|lities of the Philiftines : and the Mebunims 3 orthe — 
&c.] Of this and the three following verfes, fee the| Mineans, as the Septuagint, and whomePliny* ~ 
notes on 2 Kings xiv. 21, 22. and xv. 2, 3.. whereymakes mention of among the Arabians 5 theyfeem: 
Uzziab is called Azariah, {to be the Scenite Arabs; fee ch. xx. 1. orratheras. - 

¥. 5. And he fought God in the days of Zechariah, \the Targum, thofe that dwelt inthe plain of Macon, ~ 
&c.] Not that Zechariah, the laft of the prophets|which was in Arabia Petra. va 
fave one, he lived 300 years after this ; nor he] y. 8. And tbe Ammonites gave gifts to aby 
that Joab flew ; but as it may feem, a fon of his, |&c.] As tributaries to him, or however asdefirous , 
perhaps the fame with. him in Jf, viii. 2. who bad\to live in friendthip with him : and bis mame a 
underfianding in the vifiaxs of Ged; whoeither hadlabroad, even -to the entering in of Egypt; fo far he 
prophetic vifions granted to him, or had divinelcarried his arms, and conquered the countriesthat 
wildom to interpret fuch that. others had; or asllay between Paleftine and Leypt : for be firengthen- 
others think, had a gift of interpreting the prophe-led himfelf exceedingly; his kingdom and its coafts - 
cies of others, the writings of Mo/es and David, &c.|from the force of enemies. an 
to which the Targum feems to agree; which para- 1» ¥.9. Moreover Uzziah built towers in Ferufalem ~ 
phrafes it, ** who taught ia the fear of the Lord 3 ,at the corner-gate, &c.]_ Which was broken down 
with which agree the Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic by the king of Jrael in his father's time, sch. xxv. 
verfions ; fome copies read ix the fear of God, as an|23. and which he not only repaired, but ftrengthen- 
ancient manufcript mentioned by Fusius, and fo the!ed, by building a tower upon it: and at the : 
Talmud’: aud as long as he fought the Lord, Ged gate; which led to the valley, Neb: iis 13. and 
made bim to profper ; in his kingdom, and againft|jii. 13. called . the valley of the dead bodies, in’ 
his enemies ;. even fo long as he abode by the) which they were caft, and in which the i 
word, worfhip, and ordinances of God, of which! dren ran, Jer. xxxi. 40. and atthe fi 
inftances are given, as follow. wall ; at each of thofe places he built »towers, 

¥. 6. And be went forth, and warred againft the,which Fofephus* fays were 150° cubits high sand 
Philiftines, 8c.} | Who in the times of Feboram| fortified them 5 put garrifonsof foldiers intothem. 
¥.10. Alo ke built towers in the defart, 8c] Tm 
xxi. 16, 17. and brake down the wall of Gath;\the defert of 4rabia, to protec travellers front 
which was one of the five principalities of the Pbi- \thieves and robbers, and particular fhepherds ; 
liftines: and the wall of Fabneb; no where elfe their focks, as appears by what ‘ohomeane nic 
‘mentioned in feripture, but frequent in the Yewi/>\certain writer? thinks are the fame which the Jr 
writings; where the fanhedrim jometimes fat, and call Pageds; nov fuch as ferved for temp! 
where was a famous univerfity, and from whence}were buildings encompaffed with good w is; 
iprung many of the Fewifh Rabbins ; it is the fame|flocks were in cafe of any als 
which in fome writers is called jammia, and was aland digged many swells, for the watering | 
port near to Yeppa; and belonged to the tribe of| flocks, which in thofe hot and defert. ace: 
Dan, as Fofepbus ™ writes : and the wall of Afbdod; great ule: for be bad much cattle, both 
another of the principalities of the Philiftines, the|couniry and in the plains ; both flocks ; 
fame with the Azotus of the New Tefament ; he bufvandmen alo and. vine-dreffers in them 
difmantled all thefe places: and built cities about hufbandmen to take care ee 
Afpded, and among the Philifines ; where he placed|the land for that, gather it in whe 
garrifons to keep them in awe ; fee Amos i. 8. vine-dreffers to © “the vines, and 

3.7. dud God belped bim againft the Philiftines, them; which were very often planted ¢ 
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and on which alfo corn grew, P/- Ixxii. 16. avd in|were not found out, when Nixiveb was befieged 
Carmel, a place in the tribe of Fudab, where Nea-|in the times ‘of Serdanapalus: and bis name Spread 
dal dwelt, 1 Sam, xxv. 2. or it may be put for any/far abroad s in diftant countries, for his warlike 
fruitful field: for be loved bufbandry ; not only the} difpofitions and preparations, which made them 
profit, bur the exercife of it at times ; and it was|ftand in fear of him: for> be was belped until 
ufual with great perfonages in the eaftern countries| be was firong; he was wonderfully helped by 
toemploy themfelves in fome fuch way; Sau/ after he} the Lord to build fortified places, raife 2 nume- 
was king attended the herd, 1 Sem. xi. 5. Meba king|rous army, and provide all forts of armour for 
of Moad was a theep-matter, 2 Kings iii. 4. among|them, and invent fuch machines as would 
* the Romans, Quinétius Cincinnatus and Cato Major *\annoy the enemy, whereby he became v 
were great lovers of hufbandry ; and we read of one|and injected dread round about him. 
ef the Céinefe emperors that gave himfelf to hufban-|  y. 16. When be was frrong, &c. Became great 
dry, held the plough himielf, broke the clods, and|and powerful, through his victories; the enlarce- 
caitin the feed, tofetan example tothe whole empire’.| ment of his dominions, and having a numerous 
Another of their emperors gave himfelf wholly to|army, and thefe well accoutred, and many forti- 
hufbandry*; another chofe an hufbandman for his| fied cities and towers: Ais heart was lifted up to his 
fucceflor, and who alfo encouraged hufbandry*. —_| deffrué#ion ; he grew vain and proud, elated with 
¥.11. Moreover, Uzziab bad an bof of fighting \his flourifhing. circumftances, which iffued in his 
men, &c.) A flanding army: that went out tojruin: for be tranfereffed againft the Lord bis God ; 
war by bands , to annoy his enemies, and to fcour| who. had helped him, and made him fo ereat, and 
the country from thieves and robbers, that came|had beftowed fo many favours upon oe ;~- the 
in troops to plunder: according to the number of \Targum is, ** the Word of the Lord his God ;” 
their account, by the hand of Febiel the feribe ; the | what his tranfgreffion was, follows: and went into 
fecretary of war, who ordered thefe bands, fettled | she temple of the Lord ; the holy place, into which 
their number, and directed their deftination : avd |none but the priefts might enter: to burn incenfe 
Maafeiah the ruler 5 or officer over them, a lieute-- |¢pon the altar of incenfe ; which ftood there. 
nant: under the baud of Hanawiab one of the king’ s ¥.17. And Azariah the prieff went in after him, 
¢aptains, that had the command of them, or:at|&ce.] To hinder him from doing it, and to per- 
leaft of one of them. | fuade him to go out. This was the high-prieft, 
¥.12. The whole number of the chief of the fa-\as appears from y. 20. and is thought to be the 
thers of the mighiy men of valour were 2600.| Who|fame that is fpoken of in 1 Chron. vi. 10. and 
were the commanders and principal officers of his| with bim 80 priefts of the Lord, that were valiant 
army; and fuch a number fuppoled a large army, | mez; not only able-bodied men, but men of {pirit 
as follows. and courage, and zealous for the honour of God. 
¥.13. And under their band was an army, 307,500,| ¥.18. And they withftoad Uzziab the king, &c.] 
&c.1 Which was larger than that in his father’s| They not only ftood againft him, but ftood about 
time by 7500, ch. xxv. 5. befides officers: ¢#hat|him, furrounded him, fo as to hinder him from 
made war with mighty power, to belp the king againft|approaching the altar of incenfe: and faid unto 
tbe enemy , they were ready to fight, and fight va-|4im, it appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn 
liantly, whenever the king had any occafion for |incenfe unto the Lord, it did not belong to his of- 
them, or the land was invaded. ficé as a king, it was no part of it: dut to the 
y¥. 14. And Uzziah prepared for them throughout \priefis the fons of Aaron, that are confecrated to burn 
all the bot, &c.| For every foldier in the army :|iacenfe ; and to them only; for even the Levites 
frields, and {pears , defenfive and offenfive weapons, |might not do it, only thofe of the tribe of Levi, 
the one to cover and protect their bodies, the other|that defcended from Aaron, fee Numb. xvi. 35. 
to pufh and pierce their enemies: aud helmets, and|go out of the fantiuary, for thou haf trefpaffed x 
babergeons , the firft of thefe were a covering for|by goitg into that: meither fhall it be for thine bo- 
the head in the day of battle, and the other coats|nour from the Lord God but to his hurt, and be 
of mail, to defend the body: ed bows ; to fhoot|a brand of infamy upon him; for more is de- 
arrows out of : and flings to caft ftones ; at which] figned than is expreffed, and as the event fhewed. 
the Benjaminites formerly were very expert. ¥.19. Then Uzziab was wroth, &c.] With 
‘¥.15. And be made in Ferufalem engines, invent-\the priefts, and as Yofepbus* fays, threatened to 
ed by cunning men, to be on the towers, and upon|kill them: and had a cenfer in lis band to burn in- 
ihe bulwarks, to fooot arrows, and great ftones withal,|\cenfe,; ready to do it, and refolved upon it: and 
&c.}] Such as with the Romans were called Cata-\ while be was wroth with the priefts ; and expreffing 
pulte, Ballile*, Scorpiones*, &c. and by this it|his indignation, and declaring what he would do 
appears, that thefe were not firft invented in Greece|to them, if they continued to oppofe him: the le« 
and Rome, but in Judea. It is faid*, that the|profy even rofe up in bis forebead before the priefis in 
Romans received the machine to-batter cities, from| she boufe of the Lord, from befide the incenfe-altar ; 
-the Greeks, and that the Trojan horfe was no other|which feems not ony to defcribe the pofition of the 
than a battering ram; but if they did, the inven-|priefts, being befidé the altar of incenfe, to keep 
tion of them muft be afcribed, not to them, but|the king from it, when the leprofy was feen by 
rather to the Syrians and Phenicians, according to|them in his forehead, but the quarter from whence 
Pliny? ; though others*fuppofe the Carthaginians,|the ftroke invifibly came. c/epbus “ fays, there 
who were a colony of theirs, to be the inventers|was an earthquake at the fame time, and a moun- 
of them; yet after all, they feem to be the device | tain was rent. . . 
of ae fkilful men among the Fews, in the times} y.20. And Azariah the chief-prief, and all the 
tiab , according to Diedorus Siculus*, they|priefts, looked upon him, and bebold, be was leprous 
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ery potent, 
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in bis forebead, &c.] He was leprous all over his|ing a leper, &c.] See the note on 2 Kings xv. 
body no, doubt, but it appeared in his forehead|for be was cut off from the houfe of the Lore 
very remarkably, and was jeen by them all, whojnot faffered to enter into that, becaufe of his un- 
without doubt, informed him of his cafe, and of|cleannefs: and ‘Yotham his fon was over the king's 
which he foon became fenfible : and they thruft bim|houfe, judging the people of the land, fee 2 Kings 
cut from thence; the holy place, he being now unfit XV. 5. Ted ada 
to bein a common dwelling-houfe, or his own] y. 22. Now the reft of the ails of Uzziah, firft 
palace, and much lefs to be in the houfe, of God :|and laf, &c.] What were done by him, both in 
yea, himfelf alfo bafted to go out, becaufe the Lord|the beginning and latter end of his reign: did Waiah 
had fitten him, fearing, fhould he continue there, |¢he prophet the fon of of Amos write; notin his own 
that fomething worfe would befal him ; the Zar-|prophecy, but in the hiftory of his own times, 
gum is, the Word of the Lord.- The leprofy was} which was ufual for every prophet to write, tho” 
a difeafe fent immediately from God, as the cafe|now loft, fee 2 Kings xv. 6. 

of Miriam, and this of Uzziah fhew; and fo] y.23. So Uzziah flept with his fathers, &c.]} 
the Perfians * had a notion, that thofe had it|Died as they did, the fame year, according to Dr. 
who finned againft the fun, and for that reafon,|Lightfoot*, in which he, was fmitten with the le- 
and which they accounted and worfhipped as|profy; and in the year of this death it was I/aiab 
God. ; had the vifion related in Jf vi. 1, &ce. and they 
y¥.21. And Uzziah the hing was a leper unto the\ buried him with his fathers ; fee the note on 2 Kings ' 
day of bis death, and dweit in a feveral houfe, be-\xv. 7. 


CEA eva 


ch HIS chapter treats of the reign of Yotham,;the reign of Fotham, but fucceeded not, fee Amos 
which was a good one, ¥.1,2. of his build-|i. 13. and the children of Ammon gave him the fame 
ings and wars, ¥.3—6. and of his death and burial, !year 100 ¢alents of filver ; he obliged them to pay 
¥. 75 85 9. this tribute annually, and which they began to pay 
: in the prefent year, and amounted to 35,330/. 
¥.1. JFotham was 25 years old, &c.} See the!and 10,000 meafures of wheat, and 10,000 of bar- 
note on 2 Kings xv. 33. ley ; the’ meafure here is the cor, the fame with the 
¥.2. And be did that which was right, &c.} See homer ; which, according to Godwin *, held 45 gal- 
the note on 2 Kings xv. 34. howbeit, he entered not lons, or five bufhels and five gallons, fo that there 
into the temple of the Lord; to burn incenfe, as his}muft be upwards’ of 50,090 bufhels, of each of 
father did; he did according to his good ways, jthefe paid to Yotham , according to bifhop Cumber- 
but not his evil ones: and the people did yet cor-\land’, a cor or homer, held 75 wine gallons, and 
vuptly; in facrificing and burning incenfe in the;upwards of five pints: /o much did the ebildren of 
high places, 2 Kings xv. 35. which fome think] Ammon pay both the fecond year and the third; 
Foajo himfelf did, and ‘is meant in the precedingithe two following years as well as the prefent one; 
claufe ; but the fenfe given is beft. why this tribute was not continued to be paid, can- 
¥. 3. He built the high gate in the houfe of the not be faid with certainty, whether the Ammonites 
Lord, &c.] See the note on 2 Kings xv. 35. and\refufed and revolted, and*could not be obliged, or 
on the wall of Opbel he built much, which Kimchi;whether the agreement was only for three years. 
interprets an high place ; it was the eaftern part of} y. 6. So Fotham became mighty, &c.] Having 
mount Zion. ‘fofepbus‘ calls it Opblas, and fays it}built towers and caftles, and fortified cities, and 
joined to the eaftern porch of the temple; and fomejconquered his enemies: decaufe be prepared his ways 
have thought, the porch of the temple is meant ;|defore the Lord bis God; ordered, direéted, and 
the Targum renders it a palace; it is a tradition of|guided them according to the word and will of 
the Fews, that it was the holy of holies *. God, and walked as in the fight of Gad, having 
¥.4. Moreover, be built cities in the mountains\the fear of him continually betore him. 
of Judah, &c.) In the mountainous part of it,) y.7. Now the reft of the atts of Fotham, and 
the hill-country of Fudea, Luke i. 65. and in the\all bis wars, &c.] Not only with the Ammonites, 
forefts he built cafiles and towers, for the fafety of|but with the Syrians, and ten tribes, fee 2 Kings 
travellers, and of fhepherds and their flocks, fee}xv. 97. and his ways, lo, they are written in the 
ch, Xxvi. 10. books of the kings of I/rael and Fudab ; not in the 
¥.5. He fought alfo with the king of the Ammonites,\canonical books of Kings, but in the Chronicles of 
and prevailed againft them, &c.] Thete were brought|the kings of both nations, fee 2 Kings xv. 36. 
into fubjection by David ; but in after-times endea-| y. 8. He was 25 years old, &c.| The fame is 
voured to caft off the yoke, and even invaded the land} repeated here as in ¥. 1. and of the following verfe, 
ot Judah, as in the days of Febofoapbat, and now in| fee the note on 2 Kings xv. 38. ee. ie 
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ge tS chapter contains the reign of Abaz, 
and gives an account of the idolatry he was 
guilty of, ¥.1—4. what calamities came upon 
him and his people, being delivered up into the 
hands of the kings of Syria and J/rael, who flew 
many, and Carried others captives, ¥. 5—8. tho’ 
they that were taken captive by J/rae/, at the ad- 
imonition of a prophet, were fent back again, y. 
9—15-. how alfo he was diftreffed by the Edomites 
and Péilifines, and not helped by the king of 4- 
fpria, he fent for and made prefents to, y. 16—21. 
and yet went into more and greater.idolatries, y. 
22—25. and the chapter is ‘concluded with his 
death and burial, y. 26, 27: 

y.1—4. haz was 20 years old when be began to 
veign; &c.] Thefe verfés are much the fame with 
2 Kings xvi. 2—4. only in y. 2. it is faid, be made 
alfo molten images for Baalim; the feveral Baals or 
- idols of the nations round about, as well as ferved 
Feroboam’s calves ; fee Fudg. ii. 11. and he is faid 
in ¥. 3. to burnincenfe in the valley of the fon- of 
Hinnom ; to Molech, the god of the Ammonites, 
who was worfhipped there. 

¥. 5. Wherefore the Lord bis God delivered him 
into the hand of the king of Syria, &c,| Whote name 
was Rezin, 2 Kings xvi. 5. though that is an after- 
expedition to this, which is there related. The 
Lord is called the God of Abaz, becaufe he was fo 
of right; he had dominion over him, and ought 
to have been worfhipped by him ; and befides, he was 
fo by virtue of the national covenant between God 
and the people Abaz was king of ;.and moreover, 
Abaz profefied he was his God, though in an hy- 
pocritical manner; and he forfook the true worfhip 
of him: aud they fmote him, and carried away a 
great multitude of them captives, and brought them 
to Damajcus ; whereas in.an after-expedition, related 
in 2 Kings xvi. 5. they did not fucceed: and he 
was alfo delivered into the band of the king of Lrael ; 
whofe name was Pekah: who fmote him with a great 
Slaughter 5 as is next related. 

y.6.-For Pekab fon of Remaliah, &c.] Who 
was at this time king of J/racl: flew in Fudab 
120,000 in one-day, which were all valiant men; 
a great flaughter to be made at one time, and of va- 
liant men, but not fo great as that in ch. xiii, 17. de- 
caufe they had forfaken the Lord God of their fathers 
this was not a reafon with Pekab for flaying them, 
he himfelf being an idolater, but why the Lord 
fuffered them to be flain. by him. 
. ¥. 7. And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, flew 
Maajfeiah the king’s fon, &c.] Who therefore muft 
have elcaped being burnt in the valley of Hinnom, 
or only was caufed to pafs through the fire there, 
¥. 3. and Azrikam the governor of the houfe; ftew- 
ard or treafurer in the king’s houfe, in the fame 
Office as Shebna was, If. xxii. 15. and Elkanah that 
was next to the king 5 prime minifter of ftate. — - 

¥.8. And the children of Ifrael carried captive of 
their brethren 200,000 women, fons and daughters, 
&c.] Which was 4 very large and unufual num- 
ber to be carried captive; but having made fuch a 
(laughter of the men, and the reft being intimi- 
a; 
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dated thereby, it was the more eafily done: and tock 
away allo much fpoil from them ; wealth and riches out 
of their cities, and even from Feru/alem; for by the 
preceding verfe, it feems as if they came thither: 
and brought the fpoils to Samaria; or rather towards 
Samaria“, as fome render the word; for they were 
not as yet come to it, nor did they bring it, and 
their captives thither, fee ¥. ix. 15. 

¥. 9. But a prophet of the Lord was there, whofe 
name was Oded, &c.| Not the fame that was in 
the time of A/a, ch. xv. 1, 8. and he went out be- 
fore the hoft that came to Samaria ; that was com- 
ing thither; he went out of Samaria to meet them: 
and faid unto them, bebold, becaufe the Lord God of 
your fathers was wroth with fudab, he hath deli- 
vered them into your hand; he let them know it was 
not owing to their wifdom and -conduct, their 
prowefs and courage, that they had got the victory 
over them, but becaufe the Lord was difpleafed 
with them for their fins, and therefore gave them 
up into their hands: aud ye have flain them in a 
rage that reaches up unto beaven ; that is, with an 
exceeding gieat rage and fury, and the cry of 
which reached to heaven alfo, and was difpleafing 
to God; he fuggefts to them, that they had ex- 
ceeded all bounds, and had not fhown that com- 
paffion to their brethren, when fallen into their 
hands, they ought to have done, and which there- 
fore was refented by the God of heaven, fee Zech; 
m-* 

¥. 10. And now ye purpofe to keep under the chil- 
dren of fudab and Ferufalem for bondmen and bond- 
women unto you, &c.| As feemed by taking and 
bringing captive fuch a number of them, contrary 
to the law, Lev. xxv. 39—46. but are there not 
with you, even with you, fins againft the Lord your 
God ? for which they deferved to be chaftized as 
well as their brethren the men of Judah, and might 
expect it, and efpecially if they ufed them in a bar 
barous manner, and contrary to the will of God. 

y¥. 11. Now bear me therefore, &c.] And not 
only hear, but beobedient: and deliver the captives 
again, which ye have taken of your brethren, their 
women, fons and daughters, even all of them, the 
whole, 200,000: for the fierce wrath of God is upon 
you ; hangs over your heads, and will fall upon 
you, unlefs you do this. 

y.12. Then certain of the heads of the children 
of Ephraim, &c.] Of the principal: men of the 
ten tribes, whofe names follow: Azariah the fon 
of Fobanan, Berechiah the fon of Mefbillemoth, and 
‘febizkiah the fon of Shallum, and Amafa the fon 
of Hadlai, flood up againft them that came from the 
war; who were bringing the captives and fpoils 
to Samaria; but thefe princes being influenced by 
what the prophet faid, hindered their proceeding 
any farther. 

y.13. And faid unto them, ye fhall not bring in 
the captives hither, 8cc.| Thatis, into Samaria, near 
which it-feems they now were ; for whereas we have 
offended againft the Lord already ; by exceeding in 
their cruelty againft their brethren of Fudab, as 
well as by worfhipping the calves : ye intend to add 
more to our fins, and to our trefpafs; by oat 
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flaves of thofe they had taken captives, which was 
againft the exprefs law of God: for your tre/pa/s 
is great, which they had committed already, by 
their idolatrous practices : and there is fierce wrath 
againft Ifrael, which they perceived by. what ,the 


- 
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Solomon his anceftors were; though the VuleateLas 
tin, Septuagint, and Syriac verfions read, king of © 
Judah, and fo the Targum: for he made Fudab  - 
naked ; flript them of their religion, and the wor= 
fhip of God, and fo of the divine protection, where- 

by they were expofed to their enemies, fee Eads a 


prophet had faid. 

y.14. So the armed men left the captives and the 
- Spoil, before the princes and the congregation.| Which 
were come out of Samaria to meet them; fuch an 
effect. had the words of the prophet, and the princes, 
upon them, that they not only left the captives 
with them, but the fpoil, to difpofe of, as they 
thought fit. 

¥.15. And the men that were expreffed by name, rofe 
up, &c.] Either thofe: before named, ¥. 12. as 
Farchi, and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion; or fuch 
as they pitched upon, nominated and appointed : 
and took the captives, and with the {poil clothed all that 
were naked among them, and arayed them, and fhod 
them; put clothes on their backs, and fhoes on 
their feet, who either were taken or carried away 
before they could put on their garments, or had 
been ftripped of. them: and gave them to eat, and 
drink, and anointed them; not only fed them, be- 
ing hungry and thirfty, but anointed them for 
refrefhment after travelling ; the Targum is, wafbed 
them, from dirt and filth contracted by travelling : 
and carried all the feeble of them on affes; women 
and children that were not able to walk afoot fo 
far back again: and brought them to Fericho, the 
city of palm-trees, to their brethren , a city on the 
borders both of Fudab and J/rael, and famous for 
the number of palm-trees near it, fee Fudg. i. 16. in 
all which thefe inhabitants of Samaria acted the part 
of the good Samaritan, Luke x. 33, 34. then they re- 
turned to Samaria , the prophet, with the princes, 
and the army, and the whole congregation. 

¥.16. At that time did king Abaz fend to the 
kings of Affyria to help him.) To Tiglath Philefer, 
and his fon, fee 2 Kings xvi. 7. and the Septuagint, 
Vulgate Latin, Syriac and Arabic yerfions, read in 
the fingular, and fo the Targum. 

y.17. For again the Edomites had come, &c.] 
As in the days of Febofhaphat, ch. xx. 10. and fmit- 
ten Fudah, and carried away captives; taking the 
advantage of the weak and low condition dbaz 
was in, and which was the reafon of his fending to 
the king of Afyria. 

¥. 18. The Philiftines alfo had invaded the cities 
of the low country, &c.| Which lay neareft to 
them, as Sharon, Lydda, Foppa, &c. in revenge of 


xxxii, 25. the Targum is, * for the houfe of Fu- 
dab ceafed from the worfhip of the Lord’ :” trazj= 
grefjed fore againft the Lord; by committing grofs® 
idolatry ; the fame Targum is, ‘ they dealt ‘dltely 4 
with the Word of ‘the Lord.” Nn eee 

¥.20. And re king of Affyria came 
unto him, &c.] ot to Ferufalem, but to Damaf- 
cus, where he made a diverfion in his favour, and 
took that city, and where 4baz met him, 2 Kings 
xvi. 9. and diftreffed him, but-firengthened him nct ;) 
exhaufted his treafures, and laid a tribute upon 
him, but did not help him againft the Edomites- 
and Philjtines, or recover for him the cities they . 
had taken from him; and in taking Damajfcus, he 
ferved himfelf more than 4baz, and paved the way 
for feizing upon the ten tribes. 


y. 21. For Abaz took away a portion out of the 


boufe of the Lord, and out of the houfe of the king, 
and of the princes, &c.] A part,out of the trea- 
fures of the temple, and a part out of his own 
treafures, and another which he [evied upon his 
nobles : and gave it upto the king of Afyria; fent 
it to him as a prefent, to engage him on his fide, 
and affift him againft his enemies, 2 Kings xvi, 8. 
but he helped him not; See the note on the preced= 
ing verfe. 


¥.22. And in the time of his diftrefs did he tref- | 
pafs yet more againft the Lord, &c.\ By increafing . 


his idolatries, as appears by what he did, in imi- 
tation of what he faw at Dama/fcus, where he had 
an interview with the king of -Afyria, 2 Kings xvi. 
10—16. this is that king Abaz; that monfter of 
iniquity, than whom there was none worfey nor, 
any fo bad, of all the kings of Fudab, “4 
y¥. 23. For be facrificed unto the gods of Damaf= 
cus which fmote bim, &c.] As he foolifhly ima- 
‘gined, that they might do him no more hurt; ag 
it is faid of the Indians, that they worfhip the de- 
vil, that he may not hurt them ; but that a king * 
of Fudab fhould do this, is monftrous ftupidity ; 
rather therefore the meaning may be, that he wor” 
fhipped the gods of thofe that fmote him, thofe of 
the men or foldiers of Damajcus™, fee ¥. 5. for 
the Spirit of God would never afcribe the fmiting 
of him to idols, though he himfelf might: and he 


what Uzziab had done to them, ch. xxvi. 6, 7. and| faid, . becaufe the gods of the kings of. Syria belp 


of the fouth of Fudab, they penetrated as far as} 


that, from the weft to the fouth of the land: and 
had taken Bethfbemefh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, 
and Shocho with the villages thereof, and Timnab 
with the villages thereof; of which fee Fo. xv. 10, 
35,41, 57. and xix. 42. and Gimzo alfo, and the 
villages thereof ; which though no where elfe men- 
tioned in fcripture, yet we frequently read in Fewi/h 
writings ' of Nahum, a man of Gamza, which per- 
haps is the fame place with this: and they dwelt 
theres- kept them in their hands, and inhabited 
them. 

¥. 19. For the Lord brought Fudab low becanfe of 
Abaz king of Ifrael, &c.] Becaufe of his impieties 
and idolatries, which the people by his example 
went into; he is called king of J/raed, becaufe he 
walked in the ways of the kings of J/rae/, and be- 
caufe he ruled over two of the tribes of J/rael, and 
of right was king over all //rae/, as David and 


1 T. Bab. Taanith, fo'. 21.1. Sanhedrin, fol. 108, 2, &¢. 


them; which looks as if this-was before Dama/cus 


I facrifice to them, that they may help me; againft 


n 


was taken by the king of Afjria, and when Rezin » 
king of Syria prevailed over Abaz : therefore will 


the Edomites and Philiftines ; wherefore rather to’ - 


this his idolatry, -refpect is had in ¥.22. dut they © 


were the ruin of him, and of all Ifrael, the worfhip 


of them was the caufe of all the calamities tl 
came upon that part of J/rael, of which 
king. 

y. 


houfe o 
of ke &cc.] And converted them to his” 
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of Ferufalem ; that the priefts might facrifice there, |of Dama/cus, and other idols ; this he did to pre- 
and not in the temple. — _ _|vent their coming to Ferufalem to worthip. © 

¥.25. dud in every city of Judah he made bigh| Y. 26,27. Now the reft of bis ads, &c.] Of 
places to burn incenje unto the gods, &c.| The gods} thefe two verfes, fee the notes on 2 Kings xvi.t 9, 20. 
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hit HIS chap er begins with the good reign of] y. 7. Al/o they have fout up the doors of the porch, 
Hezekiah, who upon his acceffion to the-throne}&c.] So that there was no entering into the tem- 
opened the doors of the temple, ¥.1—3. fum-|ple, ch. xxviii. 24. and put out the lamps , for the 
moned the priefts and Levites, and exhorted them/|priefts not being able to go in morning and even- 
to purge the temple, and reftore the worthip offing to light them, and drefs them, they in courfe 
it, ¥. 4-11. who accordingly fet abou. the work|went out ; the Fews fay ", that on the i8th of 4, 
immediately, and cleanfed the temple, and when|which anfwers to part of July and Auguf, the wef- 
they had done, reported it to the king, y. r2—19.|tern lamp was extinét in the days of Abad, for 
upon which he, with the princes, went into the}which a faft was kept on that day: and have not 
temple and offered facrifices, ¥. 20—24. and or-|burnt.incenfe, nor offered burnt-offerings in the holy 
dered fingers to fing at the offering of burnt- of-|place wuto the God of Ifrael ; but had done’ thefe in 
ferings, ¥. 25——30. when he and his people offer-|the high places to idols, ch. xxviii. 35 4, 24, 25. 
ed burnt-offerings and peace-offerings in great] y. 8. Wherefore the wrath of the Lord was upon 
abundance, ¥. 31~36. Judab and Ferufalem, &c.] As appeared, by fuf- 
fering the Syrians, and Ifraelites, and Edomites, and 
yu, 2. Hezekiah began to reign, &c.) OF thefe| Philifiines, to come upon them, and diftrefs them, 
two verfes, fee the notes on 2 Kings xviii. 2, 3. as the hiftory of the preceding chapter fhews: and 
¥. 3. He in the-firft year of bis reign, in the\he hath delivered them to trouble, to aftonifbment, 
Jirft month, &c.) Andas appears from y¥. 17. onjand to biffing, as ye fee with your eyes ; fuch defola-" 
the firft day of the month : opened the doors of the\tion and deftruction were made among them, as 
boufe of the Lord ; which his father had fhut, ch.|not only threw them into a ftupor, that they knew, | 
XXvilil. 24. and repaired them; or ftrengthened| not what to do, but were amazing to all their neigh- 
them, the hinges, and other parts of them, be-|bours, and caufed them to hiis at them, which 
ing loofened and weakened ; and ornamented them |they could not but be fenfible of. 
by overlaying them with gold, the plates of which} y.9. For lo, our fathers bave fallen by the fword, 
very probably his father had taken off; for, cer-}&c.] Of the kings of Syria and J/rael, even great 
tain it is, Hezekiah overlaid them, and very pro-|numbers of them, ch. xxviii. 5, 6. and our fous, 
bably at this time, fee 2 Kings xviii. 16. and our daughters, and our wives are in captivity 

y. 4. And. he brought in the priefts and Levites,\ for this ; for this idolatry ; er they were, though 
&c.] The perfons that officiated in the fervice of|afterwards difmiffed, ch. xxviii. 8, 15. and fome 
the temple: and gathered them together into the\of them were ftill in captivity, perhaps fuch as 
eaft-freet ; which led to the eaftern gate of the]/were carried captive by the Edomites, ch. xxviii. 
temple.» Ad Sry. 

i 5. And faid unto them, hear me, ye Levites,) y.10. Now it is in mine heart to make a cove- 
fanétify yourfelves, 8cc.| By wathing their bodies| vant with the Lord God of Ifrael, &c.] To renew 
and their garments, that no pollution might attend|one, as 4/a and Feboiada had done, promifing to 
them in their fervice, fee Jf lii. 11. and fanétify|{erve the Lord, and worfhip him according. to his 
the houfe of the Lord God of your fathers, by car-|will: that bis fierce wrath might be turned from uss 
rying out of it all manner of uncleannefs, as they|under the tokens of which they ftill continued, and 
did, y. 16. and carry forth the filthine/s out of the\might expect it to break forth in other inftances, 
holy place ; or the abomination ; the altar, like] unlefs a reformation was made. 
that at Dama/cus, which Abaz, removing the altar|’ y. 11. My fons, &c.] Soas the father of his . 
of the Lord, had placed in the court of the priefts;| people, he befpeaks them in the moft tender and 
or, as Kimchi thinks, an idol, which he had fet|affectionate manner: be not now negligent; back- 
upon that altar. ward to this good work, flothful, fluggifh and re- 

y. 6. For our fathers have tran{greffed, and done| mils in it; according to Yarchi and Kimchi, the 
that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God,\word has the fignification of error, and the fenfe 
&c.] Meaning their more immediate anceftors,|may be, don’t continue in the’ error in which you 
his father and theirs, who had committed idolatry ;|have been, in neglecting the fervice of God: for the 
which is a great trefpafs, and than which there is} Lord bath chofen you to fiand before him, to ferve 
not a greater evil in the fight of God, nor more] him, and that ye foould minifter unto him, and burn 
provoking to him: and have forfaken him his}incenfe, on the altar of incenfe, which was the work 
_ word, worfhip, and ordinances: amd have turned|of the priefts, and for which they were felected 
away their faces from the habitation of the Lord ;\from the reft of their brethren; and Hezekiah’s 
the temple, by neglecting that, and the fervice of|difcourfe was directed to them, as well as to the 
it, and attending the high places: and turned their} Levites, ¥. 4, 5. { 
backs ; upon it; though fome-think this refers to] y. 12—14. Then the Levites arofe, &c.| Whole 
a rite or cuftom, introduced by Abaz before he|names are mentioned ; of the Kobathites two, Ma- 
fhut up the temple, that inftead of looking to the|ath the fon of Amajhai, and Foel the fon of Aza- 
welt, when they worfhipped, where was the-ark of|riab ; of the Mercrites two, Kifh the fon of Abdi, 
the Lord, he ordered them to turn their faces tojand dzariab the fon of Febalele!, of the Ger/honites 
the eaft, where his altar ftood. |two, Joab the fon of Zimmab, and Eden the bg 
mete e seal oab ; 


¥ 
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Joab ; anid of the family of Elizaphan, a Kohatbite, | bebold, they es 
Skimri, and Febiel; and of the family of | had cleaned 


two,- 
Afeph, one of the chief fingers in the times of 
David, two, Zechariah and Mattaniah, and of 
the family of Heman, another principal ‘finger in 
the fame times, two, Febiel, and Shimei ; and of 
the family of ‘feduthun, the third principal finger, 
the fame with sith, two, Shemaiah, and Uzziel, 
in all 14. 

¥. 14. And they gathered their brethren, and 
fanétified themfelves, &cc.| As they were bid, fee 
¥. 5. and came, according to the comutandment of the 
king, by the word of the Lord, to cleanfe the boufe 
of the Lord; for this, which the king command- 
ed, was by the Lord, and they came to do this 
work, in obedience to both. 

¥.16. And the priefts went into the inner part of 
the houfe of the Lord, to cleanfe it, &c.| Into the 
holy place, where the candlefticks and fhew-bread- 
tables ftood, into which none but priefts might 
enter, but not into the moft holy place, the inner- 
mott ofall ; for none but the high-prieft might go 
into that, and only on the day of atonement; tho’ 
in cafe se neceffity, .as for repairs, others might 
go into it, and fo perhaps now to cleanfe it, if any 
pollution was there: and brought out all ‘the un- 
cleanne/s that they found in the temple of the Lord, 
into the court of the houfe of the Lord; into the 
court of the priefts, where the Levites might be, 
and were: and the Levites took it, to carry it out 
abroad into the brook Kidron, which ran through 
the valley of the fon of Hinnom, into which all 
unclean things, and the filth of the temple and 
facrifices, were ufually carried and caft, fee 2 Kings 
XXill. 12. 

y¥.17. Now they began on the firft day of the fief 
month to fanézify, &e. ] Either of the reign of 
king Hezekiah, or rather of the year; the month 
Ab or Nifan, as the Targum exprefles it: and on 
the eighth of the month came they to the porch of |ft 
the Lord; they feem to have begun cleanfing the 
inner part of the temple firft, and fo came forward 
until they came to the porch which led into it; 
$o they fantiified the houfe of the Lord in eight days ; 
the holy place, and it may be the moft holy place, 
and the court of the priefts : and on the 16th day 
of the firft month they made an end ; it took them 
eight days more to cleanfe the outward porch, and 
the buildings and chambers belonging to the tem- 
ples according to Farchi, it required io much time, 


becaufe Abaz had framed pictures of idols upon }, 
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re before the altar of the. Lord p they 
them, and fitted them for fervice, 
had put them, where they were ready for ufe; tho 
the argum is, ‘* we have laid them afide, | and “en 
them, and prepared others in their room,” as 

fit for divine fervice ; and which is the fenfe of 
other Fewi/h writers ° 

¥. 20. Then Hezekiah the king role early, &c.] 
Tcok the firft opportunity to attend the worfhip 
of God, and fet an example to his people ? aud ga- 
thered the rulers of the city ; the elders of the peo- 
ple, the chief magiftrates in Yerufalem: and went 
up to the boufe’ of the Lord ; ; the temple; to wor- 
fhip there., 

¥.21. and they brought feven bullocks, and joven 
rams, and feven lambs, and {even be-goats, for a fin- 
offering for the kingdom, and for the fantiuary, and 
for Fudab, &c.] To make atonement in a typi- 
cal way, having refpect to the facrifice of the 
Meffiah, for the fins of the king, ‘his family and 
court, among whom idolatry had prevailed in the 
times of his father ; and for the cleanfing of the 
temple, which had been polluted by the idolatries 
of 4baz; and for the extirpation of the whole 
land ; feven of each fort are ordered, though only 
one goat was required for a fin-offering by* the 
law, ‘becauf of the multitude of tranfgreffions that 
had been conymitted, and becaufe of the length of 
time in which facrifices had been negleéted: and 
he commanded the pricfis the fons of Aaron to offer 
them on the altar of the Lord; the altar of burnt- 
offerings, whofe bufinefs it was to do it. 

¥.22. So they killed the bullocks, 8c.| The fe- 
ven bullocks, that is, the priefts killed them: and 
the priefis received the blood, into bafons provided’ 
for that purpofe: and Jprinkled it on the altar 
according to the law of Mo/es, Lev. i. 5. and fo 
shey did with the rams and lambs. 

y. 23. And they brought forth the he-goats for, thé 
fin- offering, before the king and the congregation, &c.} 
Which were to make atonement for the fins of 
both : and they laid their hands on them, fignify- 
ing thereby, that they were vicarious facrifices to 
be offered up in their own room and ftead, and 
that they deferved to die, as thefe creatures would; 
transferring as it were hereby their fins unto them, 
for which they were to be facrificed, and to make 
atonement, as an emblem of the imputation of the 
fins of the Lord’s people to Chrift, facrificed in 
their {tead. 
¥. 24. And the pricfts killed them, &e.1 The 


the walls of the temple, which could not .be de- 
faced fooner. 


feven he-goats ; tor of the killing of the bullocks, 
rams and lambs mention is made before, ¥. 2. 


¥. 18. Then they went in to Hezekiah the king,\ and they made reconciliation with their blood upon the 


&c.] In his palace: 
all the boufe of the Lord ; 
and apartments belonging to it: 


and faid, we have cleanjed altar, to make atonement for ali Ifrael; typical of 
the feveral parts of it, | the reconciliation and atonement made for the whole’ 
and the altar of fpiritual [/rael of God by the facrifice of Chrift 


burnt-offering, with ai ibe veffels thereof 5 3 which |for the king commanded that the burnt-offering, and — 


they cleanfed and fcoured, and put in their pro- 
per place, and which 4haz had removed : and the 
Joew-bread-table, with all the veffels thereof 3 which 
had lain neglected and prophaned, but were now 
put in order. 
¥. 19. Moreover, all the veffels which king Abaz 
in bis reign did caft away in bis tranfgreffion, &c. | 
Not that he threw them away, being valuable, as 
made of gold and filver ; but, as Kimchi interprets 
it, he removed them, and converted them ‘to ido- 
Jatrous ufes; or, as the Zargum, he defiled or pro- 
haned them, and made them abominable by 
ftrange idols : 


© T. Bab, Avodah Zarah, fol. Sh. 2s 


have we prepared and fanfified, and\ Abaz: according to the commandment of 


the fin-offering, thould be made for all Ijraels not 
only for the tribes of Fudeb and Benjamin, and for 
as many of the reft of the tribes as were come 
over to them, and dwelt among them; but even 
for the ten tribes alfo, fadly guilty of idolatry, and ~ 
for whofe reformation and good this pom es: 
was concerned, fee ch. xxx. 1. 

¥. 25. And he fet the Levites in ake Pay 
Lord with cymbals, with pfalteries, and with 
&c.] To’ play upon, which were the three prin- 
cipal inftruments of mufick ufed in religious 
fhip, and what had been difufed in the times 
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of Gad the king’s feer, and Nathan the prophet ; this 
fort of mufic was not commanded by the law of 
“Mofes, but was directed to by David under a di- 
vine influence, and was approved of by the pro- 
phets of the Lord here mentioned : for fo was the 
commandment of the Lord by bis prophets; the Tar- 
gum is, ** for by the Word’ of the Lord was the 
commandment by the hand of the prophets.” 

¥. 26. And the Levites flood with the inftruments 
of David, &c.} Which were invented, directed, 
and ordered to’be ufed by him, and are the fame as 
in the preceding verfe: and the priefts with the 
trumpets; which were made by the direétion of 
Mofes, according to the order of God, Numd. 
x2t 

¥. 27. And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt- 
offering upon the altar, &c.) Which was wholly 
devoted to the Lord, and was an acknowledgment 
of his fovereignty over them, and of his goodnels 
to them: and.when the burnt-offering began, the 
Jong of the Lord began allo with trumpets, and with 
the infiruments ordained by David king of Ifrael, 
' and this was done at the time of the pouring out 
of the drink-offering, which always attended the 
burnt-offering ; for this is a rule with the Yews, 
that they don’t fay the fong but over the drink- 
offering °. ; 

¥. 28. And all the congregation worfbipped, &c.] 
Bowed their heads as a token of divine adoration : 
and the fingers fang ; both with vocal and inftru- 
mental mufic, who were the Levites: and the trum- 
peters founded; their filver: trumpets; thefe -were 
the priefts: and a// this continued until the burnt- 
offering was finifoed; with all appertaining to it, 
the meat and drink-offerings. 

¥. 29. And when they had made an end of offering, 
&c.] Both the fin-offering and the burnt-offering : 
the king and all that were with him, bowed them- 
Selves and worfbipped ; towards the place where the 
ark was, giving thanks for the purging of the 
temple, andreftoring the worfhip of it. 

¥. 30. Moreover, Hezekiah the king, and the 
princes commanded the Levites to fing praife unto the 
Lord, with the words of David, and of Afaph the 
feer, &c.] Making ufe of pfalms compofed by 
the one and the other ; Farchi takes it to be the 
104th pfalm, which begins, O give thanks unto 
the Lord, call upon his name, as in 1 Chron. xvi. 7, 
8. and they fang praifes. with gladnefs, the king 
and all the people: and they bowed their heads and 
worfeipped ; made another adoration of the divine 
being, as deeply impreffed with a fenfe of his great- 
nefs and goodaneis. 

¥. 31. Then Hezekiah anfwered and faid, &c.] 
Or proceeded to fay, as follows: now ye have con- 
fecrated yourselves unto the Lord; having entered 
anew on the performance of their office, filling 
their hands with facrifices, as the words fignify : 
come near, and bring facrifices, and thank-offerings 
into the houfe of the Lord; which the people were 
to put into their hands to offer for them: and the 
congregation brought in facrifices and thank-offerings ; 


Si 
peate-offerings, part of which the offerers had to 
feaft on with their friends, fo expreffing their joy 
and thankfulnefs on this occafion : and as many as 
were of a free heart, burnt-offerings ; of which they 
had no fhare, but were wholly the Lord’s; and 
which was a greater proof of their liberality, and 
fo of their fincere and cordial thankfulnefs. 

¥. 32. And the number of the burnt-offerings which 
the congregation brought, were 70 bullocks, 100 rams, 
and 200 lambs, all thefe were for a burnt-offering 
to the Lord.| ‘Of which they had no part to feait 
on, but were wholly devoted to the Lord, by way 
of thankfulnefs to him. 

¥. 33. And the confecrated things, &c.] Which 
were devoted - for peace-offerings, .of which the 
owners had a part: were 6co oxen, and 3000 fheep 
which was a much leffer number than what were 
offered upon occafion in the times of David and So- 
lomon, the nation being poorer; and befides, thefe 
were only the oblation of two tribes, they of all 
Trael. 

¥. 34. But the priefts were too few, fo that they 
could not flay all the burnt-offerings, &c.] Take off 
the fkins of them, which ufed to be done by the 
priefts, Lev. i. 6.: wherefore their brethren the Le- 
vites did help them till the work was ended, affilted 
in the flaying of the facrifices, until they had gone 
through the fervice of this time, ard the fkins of 
all the facrifices were flayed off : and until the other 
prichs had fanéified themfélves ; who had beeh ne- 
gligent of it, or had defiled themfelves by idolatry : 
for the Levites were more upright in heart to fanétify 
themfelyes, than the priefts; were more ready to do 
it, and did it with greater chearfulnefs and good-~ 
will; were not backward to do it, but did it at 
once. 

¥. 35. And alfo the burnt-offerings were in abun- 
dance with ihe fat of the peace offerings, and the 
drink-offerings for every burnt-offering, &c.] Be- 
fides the abundance of burnt-offerings, . whofe 
fkins were to be taken off, there were meat-offer- 
ings and drink-offerings to each, which required 
many hands to prepare them; and alfo the fat.of 
the peace-offerings was to be burnt; which, all 
together, occafioned a great deal of bufinefS: / the 
fervice of the houfe of the Lord was fet in order 3 
both for facrifice and finging; a good beginhing 
was made, and there was a good foundation laid 
to’ proceed on. 
_ ¥. 36. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, 
&c.] To fee things go on fo well, which fore- 
boded good unto them: and particularly, that God 
had prepared the people; difpofed and directed their 
hearts in fuch a manner, as to yield fuch a chearful 
obedience to the will of God, and fhew fuch a 
hearty regard to his worfhip and fervice, and the 
reftoration of it: for the thing was done fuddenly ; 
whereby it the more appeared, that they were under 
a divine influence ; which fo quickly and power- 
fully wrought upon them to engage in this work, 
and needed not arguments and perluafions to bring 
them to it. 


GiHwA P. XXX, 


ZFJEZEKIAH having confulted his nobles about} were not qualified for it according to the law, and 

~ keeping the paffover the fecond month, and de-| for whofe pardon Hezekiah prayed, and it was 
termined upon it, fent meffengers throughout J/rae/| granted, y. 13—20. alfo. the feaft of unleavened 
and Fudab to acquaint them with it, at which fome| bread was kept feven days, and a fettival of feven 
mocked, and otHers ferioufly attended toit, ¥.1—12. days more was likewife obferved with great joy and 
fo it was celebrated in a folemn manner, though fome] gladnefs, ¥. 21—27. ¥. 1, 


; é ® 'T. Bab. Eracin, fol. 12.1. 
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y.1. And Hezekiah fent to all Ifrael and Fudab, | month Jjar, and which is the fenfe of fome Ta/- 
&c.] Sent meffengers to them, not only to the mudic writers ®, but has no foundation in the text. ~ 
fubjeéts of his own kingdom, Judah, but to all| y. 6. So the pofls went with the letters from the 
the J/raelites that dwelt in it, who were come thi- king and bis princes, throughout all I[rael and Fudab, 
ther for the fake of religion, and the worfhip of|&c.] Both through the kingdom of the ten tribes 
God: and wrote letters alfo to Ephraim and Manaf-\of I/rael, and the kingdom of the two tribes of 
feb; which are put for all the ten tribes, as ap-|Fudab and Benjamin: and according to the command- 
pears from ¥. 10, 11. and are diftinguifhed from ment of the king, faying ; fo they were ordered by 
Lfrael in the preceding claufe: that they fhould come|the king to fay, when they delivered the letters 
to the houfe of the Lord at Ferufalem; not that he | which by the king’s commandment they ‘carried s , 
jaid his commands upon them to come, they notjor this was the purport of them, as follows, efpe- 
being his fubjects, namely, thofe of the ten tribes ;|cially of thofe that were fent to the ten tribes: 2% 
but he hereby admonifhed them of their duty, andj children of Irael, turn again unto the Lord God of 
gave them a kind invitation, fignifying the doors| Abraham, Ifaac, and Ijrael; from whom they had 
of the temple were open for them, and they were|revolted, and from whofe worfhip they had de- - 
welcome to come thither: zo keep the paffover unto|parted, by fetting up and ferving the calves at Dan 
the Lord God of I/rael ; to the glory of his name,|and Bethel: and he will return to the remnant of you 
who was the common Lord of them all, and whofe| shat are efcaped out of the hand of the king of Afprias - 
command it was to keep the paflover, and that at} Pu/ and Yiglath-pilefer, who had both invaded their 
Ferufalem, and no where elle, fee Deut. xvi. 1—6,|land, and the latter had taken many of their cities, 

y. 2. For the king had taken counfel, and his\and carried the inhabitants captive, 2 Kings xv. 19, 
princes, and all the congregation in Ferufalem, &c.]|29. oi 
He and his nobles, and the great fanhedrim or fe-|_ ¥. 7. And be not ye like your fathers, and like your ° 
nate of the nation, had confulted together: to keep\drethren, which tre/paffed againft the Lord God of 
the paffover in the fecond month; in the month jar, |their fathers, &c] By worthipping the calves, 
as the Targum, becaufe they could not keep it in|and neglecting the fervice of God in the temple at 
the firft month, as it fhould have been kept, ac-|Ferufalem, the Targum is, ** which aéted deceit- 
cording to the law of God, for the reafons follow-|fully with the Word of the Lord their God :” who 
Digae therefore gave them up to defclation, as ye fee ; fome 
¥. 3. For they could not keep it at the time, &c.}{part-of the land of J/rae/ being already made defo- 
In the month Nifan, as the Targum adds, on the|late by the kings of Afjria, which was very wi- 
14th day of the month, as the law enjoined, be-|fible. 
caufe the cleanfing of the temple was not finifhed| y. 8. Now be ye not fiff-necked, as your fathers 
until the 16th day, fee ch, xxix. 17. and befides|were, @e.] Obftinate and refra@tory, like heifers 
this, two other reafons follow: decaufe the prie/ts bad\ unaccuftomed to the yeke, which draw back from 
not fantified themfélves Jufficiently , that is, a fuffi-jit, and will not fubmit to it: but yield your/elves 
cient number of them were not fanctified, to flay all] unto the Lord; be fubject unto him, or give the 
the paffover-lambs the people that came to the hand % to him, as a token of fubjection and homage, 
feaft would want: neither had the people gathered|or of entering into covenant with him, promifing — 
themfelves together to Ferufalem ; they had no notice] for the future to ferve and obey him: and enter into 
of it, nor fummons for it; and it was required] bis fanéluary, which he hath /anftified for ever; fet 
that, at fuch a time, all the males:in the landjapart for worfhip and fervice, until the Meffiah 
fhould appear at Feru/alem ; but this cuftom having] fhould come: and ferve the Lord your God; there, 
been long difufed, it required time to acquaint}in the-temple, according to his prefcribed will; 
them of the revival of it. that the fiercenc/s of his wrath may turn away from 

y. 4. And the thing pleafed the king, and ail the\you, which had already broke out, in fuffering the — 
congregation.) They all unanimoufly agreed to it, | Afyrians to invade their land, and diftrefs them. 
and determined it fhould be done. | ¥. 9. For if ye turn again unto the Lord, 8c.) 

y¥. 5. So they eftablifhed a decree, to make procia-|Tothe fear or worthip of the Lord, as the Targum: 
mation throughout all Ifrael, &c.| Pafled a vote, |your brethren and your children thall find compaffion 
that heralds fhould be appointed: and fent to pro-| before them that lead them captive, fo that they hall 
claim it throughout the land, that all might know|come again into this land; who had been carried 
it, and none plead ignorance: from Beer-/heba even|away by Tiglath-pilefer, fee Pf. cvi. 46. for the 
to Dan; the one being the fouthern and the other} Lord your God is gracious and merciful, fo he had 
the northern boundary of the whole land of //rae/ :|proclaimed his name, as they muft know, Exod. 
that they foould come to keep the paffover unto the|xxxiv. 6. and will not turn away his face from you 5. 
Lord God of Ifrael at Ferufalem the only properjin wrath and anger; or withdraw his Shekinab 
place where it was to be kept: for they had not done from you, as the Targum; his gracious and glo- 
it of a long time in fuch fort as it was written ; as\rious prefence: if ye return unto him; his fear and 
prefcribed in the law; thofe of the ten tribes had|worfhip, as the fame paraphrafe. * ygi ae 
not obferved it from the time of the fchifm of Fe-| y. 10. So the po/ts paffed from city to city, through , 
yoboam, and many in the kingdom of Judah had} the country of Ephraim and Manafeb, even unto Ze- 
neglected it, at leaft had not kept it as the law re-|2u/un, &c.] Through all the ten tribes, not bein 
guired ; for the phrafe which we render of a /ong|hindered or forbid by Hoea king of Jrael, who 
time, rather refpects a multitude of perfons than|was one of the beft of their kings, and was very 
length of time, who had been very deficient in their willing his people fhould go and worthip at Feru- ——" 
obfervance of this ordinance ; the Targum is, that} /alem if they thought fic; fo that they had no ex- 

«* many had not done it in its time, in Nifan,”|cufe to make as before, that they were forbid by 
and fuggefts, that it was kept twice this year, firft;their king going thither ; and which it is very a 
in Nifan by a few, and now again in the fecond|bable Hezekiah knew, and therefore took the free- 
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_ dom to fend pofts throughout his kingdom: dut 
they laughed them to {corn, and mocked them; the 
mefiengers that brought the letters, the contents ot 
which théy defpifed, and paid no regard to; this 


was the behaviour of many, and probably of the’ 


greater part, -but not of all, as follows. 

y. 14. Neéverthele/s, divers of Afber, and Ma- 
naffeb, and of ZLebulun, ‘humbled themjfelves, &c.) 
Confeffed their idolatries and impieties, and ex- 
prefied forrow and repentance for them, and’ were 
willing to obey the commands of God, and attend 
his worfhip and ordinances: and came to Ferufalem ; 
to keep the paflover. . 

y. 12. Alfo in Fudab the band of God was togive 
them one heart, &c.) To make them unanimous 
in this fervice, hearty and willing to it, to a man, 
which was owing to the power and efficacy of di- 
vine grace: 40 do the commandment of the king and 
of the princes, by the word of the Lord: to keep the 
paflover, which they did not only in obedience to 
their fuperiors, and their orders, but confidering 
thefe as agreeable to the word and will of God. 

¥.13. And there afjembled at Ferufalem much peo- 
ple, &e.} Out of the feveral tribes: to keep the 
feaft of unleaveyed bread; the paffover, which was 
eaten with unleavened bread: i” the fecond month ; 
the month [jar : avery great congregation; {uch as 
had not been feen on fuch an occafion for many 
years. , 

y¥.14. And they arofe, &c.] Before they flew 
and eat the paffover: and took away the altars that 
were in Ferufalem, which Abaz had fet up inevery 
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¥. 17. For there were many in the congregation 


that were not fanéified, 8cc.] Or purified from 
uncleannefs, contracted either by idolatry, or thro’ 
fuch things which, according to the ceremonial 
law, made them unclean, and from which they had 


not now time to cleanfe themfelves according to 
the law: therefore the Levites had the charge of the 
killing of the paffovers, for every one that was not 


clean, to fanétify them unto the Lord; this they did 


for the mafters of families, who were ceremonially 
unclean, who otherwife might have killed their 
paffover-lambs themfelves, fee Exod. xii. 6. but 
now the Levites did it for them, that their paffovers 
might be fanétified and confecrated to the Lord; 
for as Philo the Few fays*, one day ina year the 
whole facrificed, every one aéted as a prieft, and 
brought and flew his own facrifice, meaning at the 
pafiover. 

¥.18. For a multitude of the people, even many 
of Ephraim and Manaffeb, Iffachar, and Zebulun, 
&c.}] All which were of the ten tribes, where ido- 
latry had prevailed for a long time: had not cleanfed 
themfelves ; from impurity contraéted by idolatry 
and other things: yet did they eat the paffover other- 
wife than it was written; becaufe they eat it in 
their uncleannefs, which was not according to the 
law, that required that fuch fhould be clean that 
eat of any holy things, fee John xviii. 28. but fince 
thefe people came a great way off, and there was 
no deferring it to another month, the king chofe 
rather they fhould be admitted to eat of it, though 
in their uncleannefs: but Hezekiah prayed for them, 


corner of Ferufalem, to offer facrifices upon, ch. |/aying, The good Lord pardon every one; God, who 


xxviii. 24. and all the altars for incenfe took they 
away; for as there were fome to offer facrifices on, 
there were others to burn incenfe upon, not to the 
Lord, but to idols, as the Targum adds : .and caft 
them into the brook Kidron, having reduced them to 
duft and afhes, fee ch. xxix. 16. 

y. 15. Then they killed the paffover on the fourteenth 
day of the fecond month, &c.] For though they 
could not keep it in the month in which it fhould 
have been kept, for the reafons before given, yet 
they kept it on the day of the month in which it 

_ was obferved: and the priefts and the Levites were 
afhamed ; of their negligence and backwardnefs to 
fervice, and to fit themfelves for it, when they faw 
the people fo forward and ready to attend to it: 
and they fanétified themfelves; by wafhing their bo- 
dies and their garments: and brought in the burnt- 
offerings into the houfe of the Lord; to be offered up 
on the altar of burnt-offerings, to expiate their 
own fins, and the fins of the people ; though fome 
take thefe to be the paffover-offerings ; but they 


is gracious and merciful, and of his goodnefs, 
grace, and mercy, forgive fuch who, though ce- 
remonially unclean, eat of the paflover, and efpe- 
cially fince they were fincere and cordial in their 
fervices ; and therefore he hoped that this breach of 
the ceremonial law would not be laid to their 
charge. Goodnefs is fuch a well-known attribute of 
God, that the very heathens afcribe it to their dei- 
ties; hence we read of a temple of the good God, 
the Gods being the givers of good things to men ; 
Jupiter, or Fove, the fupreme God, is fuppofed to 
be meant *. 

y.19. That prepareth his heart to feck God, the 
Lord God of bis fathers, &c.) Who was heartily 
defirous of worfhipping God, and obferving his 
ordinances, which had been enjoined their fathers, 
and they had kept; though Aben Ezra, as Kimchi 
obferves, refers this to Hezekiah, whofe whole heart 
he diretied or prepared~to feek the Lord, 8c. by 
prayer and fupplication for every one of the faid 
perfons: though he be not cleanfed according to the 


were not offered until the 15th day, and befides! purification of the fenéiuary , according to the cere- 


were peace-offerings, mentioned y. 22. rather 
thefe were the daily facrifices. 
¥. 16. And they flood in their place after their 


monial law, which the fervice of the temple re- 
quired; fince, though they were attended with a 
ceremonial impurity, had a moral purity, and their 


manner, according to the law of Mojfes the man of| hearts were right with God. 


God, &c.] The priefts in their place, and the Le- 


¥. 20. And the Lord bearkened to Hezekiah, &c.} 


vites in theirs, in which they were ordered to ftand| Heard his prayer, and accepted of it, and granted 
when they offered facrifice: the priefts prinkled the| what he defired : and healed his people ; that is, 
blood, which they received of the hand of the Levites,| forgave their fins, as Kimchi interprets it; forgive- 
the blood either of the burnt-offerings before-men-| nefs being exprefled by healing, for which he re- 
tioned, or of the paffover-lambs, which the Levites| fers to Pf xli. 4. to which may be added P/ ciii. 


flew, and received the blood of them in bafons ; 


. Mal. iv. 2. and which was known either by a. 


and which the priefls took of them, and fprinkled, | prophet fent to declare it, or by not punifhing them 
~ not on the door-pofts of houfes as in Egypt, but] for their offence. : 


on the altar round about, and which none but 
priefts might do, Lev.i. 5. 


® De vita Mofis, 1. 3. p. 686. & de decalogo, p.766. 
_ Nat. Deor. 1. 3. propesfinem. ; 
4 wR. 


y. 21. And the children of I/rael that were prefent 
at Ferufalem, kept the feaft of unleavened bread sett 
‘ays 


* Paufan. Arcadica, five, 1.8. p. 513. Vid. Ciceronem de 


- . dee ae ” 
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days with great gladnefs, &c.] Which, according 
to the law of Mo/es, were always to follow the 
paffover, Exod. xii. 18, 19. and the Levites and 
- the priefts praifed the Lord day by day, finging with 
loud inftruments unto the Lords or inftruments of 
Jirength ‘; fo called not from the matter of them, 
or manner in which they were made, but either from 
the found of them, as our verfion, or from theftrength 
and power of God, which they fet forth in praife ; 
the Zargum is, ‘* with inftruments of praife,” and fo 
the word is fometimes ufed, fee P/: viii. 3. compared 
with Mart xxi. 16. the priefts blew with trumpets, 
and the Levites played on harps, pfalteries, &c. and 
this they did every day when the facrifices were of- 
fered, during the feven days of unleavened bread. 
¥.22. And Hezekiah {pake comfortably to all the 
Levites, &c.] Or to the beart* of them, fiich 
things as were very encouraging to them to go on 
’ in the work and worfhip of God, commending 
their finging, exhorting them to diligence in in- 
ftructing the people, promifing them his favour 
and protection : even thofe that taught the good 
‘knowledge of the Lord ; who inftructed the people 
well in his word, worfhip, and ordinances ; though 
fome reftrain this to their fkill in finging the praifes 
of God, both vocally and inftrumentally, and 
their abilities and diligence in teaching others : and 
they did eat throughout the feaft,; or did eat the 
feaft ; that is, the facrifices of it; not the Levies 
only, but the king, and all the congregation : of- 
fering peace-offerings ; part of which -belonged to 
the Lord, another part to the priefts, and a third 
to the offerers, on which they feafted with their 
friends ; and this they did throughout all the feven 
days of thefealt: and making confeffion to the Lord 
God of their fathers ; confefling their fins of omif- 
fion and commiffion they had been guilty of; 
owning the goodnefs, grace, and mercy of God to- 
wards them; bleffing and praifing his name for there- 
ftoration of his worfhip and ordinances among them. 

y. 23. And the whole affembly took counfel to keep 
other feven days, &c.] They confulted among 
themfelves, and with the king and his noblesbout 
it, who all agreed to it: and they kept oper feven 
days with gladnefs ; not altogether in the fame 
manner they had kept the preceding feven days; 
they did not flay and eat paffover-lambs, nor did 
they eat unleavened bread, but offered peace-offer- 
ings, and feafted upon them; and fung the praifes 
of God, and attended to the inftructions of the 
priefts and Levites, being in a very agreeable frame 
of mind for religious exercifes. 

y. 24. For Hezekiah king of Fudab did give to the 
congregation 1000 bullocks, and 7000 fheep, &c.] 
He feparated them, as Kimchi interprets it, from his 
own herds and flocks; or out of his own fubftance, 
at his own expence purchafed them ; or lifted them 


CH AD Bee enesie 


J idolatrous worfhip, the appointment of the 
courfes' of the priefts and Levites, and the royal 
bounty for facrifices, ¥. 1, 2, 3. next follows the 
order Hezekiah gave, that the people at Feru/falem, 
and throughout the land, fhould make the proper 
_provifion for the priefts and Levites, as the law di- 
rected ; and which was chearfully complied with, 


I. CHRONICLES. Ch.xxx,¥.2 


HIS chapter begins with the deftruction of| great abundance, infomuch that there was e 


and the firft-fruits and tithes were brought in, in 


t ty °5D2. cum inftrumentis fortitudinis, Vatablus. 


. 


‘ 
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up, as the word fignifies, as heave-offerings 
Lord; and gave them to the people for thé 
ferings’ to feaft upon: and the princes 
congregation 1000 bullocks, and 10,000 fh 
the fame purpofes, following the king’s example 
and a great number of priejts fanfified themfelves + 
befides thofe who had before, that 
be fit to offer this great number of facrifices. 


y.25. And all the congregation of Fudab with the - 


pri¢is and Levites, &c.] The people that were ga- 
thered together out of the feveral cities of Fudah, 
which no doubt was the largeft congregation with 
whom the priefts and Levites are joined, as being 
of that kingdom, and dwellers in ‘¥erufalem, where 
their office lay: and all the congregation that came 
out of Ijrael,; out of the ten tribes, particularly 
Ephraim, Manaffeh, Ifachar, and Zebulun, ¥. 18. 
and the firangers that came out of the land of Irael, 
and that dwelt in Fudab, rejoiced; the profelytes, 
even fuch as were circumcifed, who eat of the paf- 
fover, and kept the feaft of unleavened bread, as well 
as the other days of rejoicing, the former of which 
none might partake of, but circumcifed perfons ; 
and it can hardly be thought that any other would 
come out of J/rael on fuch an occafion, fee Exod. 
xi. 48. . + 

¥. 26. So there was great joy in Ferufalem, &c.] 
Not merely carnal, expreffed in eating and drink- 
ing, and making merry with one another, but {pi- 
ritual, ,on account of the reftoration of temple-fer- 
vice, and the feafts of the Lord: for fince the time 
of Solomon the fon of David, king of Ifrael, there 
was not the like in Ferufalem ; not the like joy, fo 
{piritual, fincere, and hearty ; nor fuch a number of 
perfons rejoicing together on fuch an occafion; nor 
for fe many days together, which were as many as 
at the dedication of the temple by Solomon. * — 

¥. 27. Then the priefts the Levites arofe, &c.] 
The priefts who were of the tribe of Levi; for. * 
there were fome in J/rael that were not, but were 
made of.any of the people, as in the times of Fero- 
boam; though fome fupply the copulative and; fo 
the Targum: and bleffed the people; which was the 
proper work and bufinefs of the priefts to do; ‘tho? 
whilft they were bleffing, the Levites might be fing- 
ing: and their voice was heard, meaning not by 
the people, though undoubtedly it was, but by the 
Lord ; the Targum is, “ their prayer was heard or 
received ;”” for the bleffing was delivered in a peti- 
tionary way, Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26. and was no 
other than a requeft that God would blefs them, 
which he did: and their prayer came up to bis holy 


dwelling-place, even unto heaven ; fee Pf. iii. 4. and 


xviii. 6. by what means it was known their prayer 
was heard and accepted cannot be faid ; there might 
be fome vifible token of it, as the people were dif- 
miffed and departed. vie 
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and plenty left, ¥. 4—10. wherefore 
were prepared in the temple to lay it 
perfons appointed to be the overfeers o: 
diftribute it faithfully to their brethren < 
milies, to dmall and great, ¥. 11—19. and the 
chapter is clofe din praife of the works of Hezekiah, 
and the fuccefs that attended him, ¥. 20,21. 
y. 1. Now when all this was finifoed, &c.| “7 


© 35 Sy ad cor, Paghinus, Montasus, &e. 
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temple cleanfed, the priefts and Levites fanctified, 


Ch.xxxi.v.2—10. I. CHRONICLES. 


¥. 5. And as foon as the commandment came abroad, 


the paflover and feaft of unleavened bread obferved, |&c.] Not only was: publifhed in the city of Feru- 
and other feven days of rejoicing kept: a// I/rael |/alem, ‘but the report of it, or rather that itfelf was 


that were prefent, went. out to the cities of udab, 
and brake the images in pieces,and cut down the 
groves, and threw down the high places and the altars 
out of all Fudab and Benjamin; which had been 
erected by baz, ch. xxviii. 2. 25. at or about 
this time alfo the brazen ferpent was broke to 
pieces, 2 Kings xviii. 4. in Ephraim alfo and Manaf- 
feb, until they bad utterly deftroyed them all; which 
mutt be underftood of fuch cities in thofe tribes, 
that had been taken in former times by the kings 
of Fudab from the kings of J/rael, or fuch as were 
now in the hands of the Afyrians, who might not 
concern themfelves in matters of religion ; or this 


fpread throughout the cities of Fudah: the children 
of Irael brought in abundance the Jirft-fruits of corn, 
wine, and oil, and honey; the three firft of thefe 
are exprefled in the law, Deut. xviii. 4. but not 
honey ; wherefore the Targum here, and the Jewifh 
writers in general, interpret it of the Dub/2 of the 
palm-tree, as they call it, the fruit and liquor of 
that, which is‘of a fweet tafte, and which the Sce- 
nite Arabs called Dabuja, as Pliny from Fuba re- 
lates ; for fo it fhould be read, and not Dadulan or 
Dablan, asin fome copies : but though honey was 
forbid to be ufed in facrifice, it' was not forbidden 
to be eaten ; and as the land of ‘fudea abounded 


might be done at the connivance of Ho/bea king of|with honey, properly fo called, the priefts might 


Trael, who had no regard to any other idolatry 
than the worfhip of the calves ; and befides, having 
met with trouble. from the dfyrians, and fearing 
more, might be willing to have his kingdom 
cleared of idolatry, in hope the divine difpleafure 
would be removed : then all the children of Ifrael 
returned every man to his poffeffion into their own ci- 
ties; and not till then, when all monuments of ido- 
latry were removed. 

¥. 2. And Hezekiah appointed the courfes of the 
pricfis, and the Levites after their courfes, &c.] As 


have the firit-fruits of that as of other Kiquors 5 {ee 
the note on Deut. viii. 8. and of all the increafe of 
the field; of the trees.of it, vines, fig-trees, pome- 
granates, (Fe. as Kimchi: and the tithe of all things 5 
even of herbs, as the fame writer, and fo the Tal- 
mud *, which were free from tithes by the law, fee 
Matt. xxiii. 23. brought they in abundantly; even 
of all that their vineyards, olive-yards, and fields 
produced. 

¥. 6. And concerning the children of Ifrael and 
Judah, that dwelt in the cities of ‘Judab, &c.] As 


they were fixed by David, and were in the times of} for the fupplement concerning, I fee no need of it ; 


Febofoaphat, and had been fince interrupted, -and 
which Hezekiah now reftored, and placed them in 
their regular order: every man according to bis fer- 


the fenfe is, that when the king’s ediét was known 
by the inhabitants of. the cities in the country, as 
well as at Ferujalem : they alfo brought in the tithes of 


vice, the prisfs and Levites for -burnt-offerings, and\oxen, and foeep ; according to the law in Lev. xxvii. 


for peace-offerings, to minifter and to give thanks, 
and to praife in the gates of the tents of the Lord; 
or camp of the Lord, where they were pofted, and 
lay as an hoft encamped, to keep the watch of the 
houfe of the Lord ; the priefts, they were appoint- 


32. and the tithe of boly things, which were confe- 
crated unto the Lord their God; which archi under- 
ftands of the fecond tithe the Levies were to give 
to the priefts ; but Kimchi of things confecrated to 
facred ules, and no longer for their own, and 


ed to offer the facrifices of every fort; the Levites| which were even free from tithing: and laid them 


to minifter to them in what they needed and re- 
quired of them, and others of them to be fingers 
in time of fervice, and others to be porters at the 
ate. 
E ¥. 3. He appointed alfo the king’s portion of his 
Subftance, &c.] Out of his own treafury, of his 
royal bounty, over and above what was ufual for 
kings to give for their own facrifices, the treafury 
of the temple being exhaufted, and the people being 
brought into low circumftances in the laft reign: 
for the burnt-offerings, to wit, for the morning and 
evening burat-offerings; the daily facrifice offered 
morning and evening, which had been neglected, 
but now revived : and the burnt-offerings for the fab- 
baths, and for the new moons, and for the fet feafis ; 


by beaps; heaps upon heaps, fuch large quantities 
were brought in. 

¥. 7. In the third month they began to lay the 
foundation of the beaps, &c.] The month Sivan, 
as the Targum, in which month was the feaft of 
Pentecoft, called the feaft of the harveft, Exod. 
xxiii. 16. for then barley-harveft was ended, and 
wheat-harveft began, and the firft fruits were 
brought: and finifbed them in the ‘feventh month ; 
the month Ti/ri, as the Targum, in which was the 
feaft of tabernacles, fometimes called the feaft of 
in-gathering, of the fruits of the earth, the wine, 
oil, Sc. and fo a proper time for bringing the 
tithes of all. 

¥. 8. And when Hezekiah and the princes came and 


when befide the daily facrifice there were additional] /aw the heaps, &c.] Of the tithes and firft-fruits ; 


ones: a5 itis written in the law of the Lord; in 
Numb. xxviii. g—31. and xxix. 1—40. 

¥. 4. Moreover, be commanded the people that 
dwelt in Ferufalem, to give the portion of the priefts 
and the Levites, &c.] What was affigned unto 
them by the law of God by tithes, firft-fruits, &c. 
that they might be encouraged in the law of the Lord; 
in the ftudy of it; that they might gain ‘greater 
knowledge of it themfelves, and be better able to 
inftruct the people, which of late had been much 
negleéted ; and that they might be more at leifure 
for fuch fervice, and be free from all worldly bu- 
finefs, care, and diftra€tion of mind, was the de- 
fign of this edict. Reb 
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they bleffed the Lord; for the great increafe of the 
fruits of the earth, and for making the people fo 
willing to bring in the dues to the priefts and Le: | 
vites: and his people Ifrael; wifhed all happinefs 
and profperity to them, being found in the way of 
their duty. 
¥. 9. Then Hezekiah queftioned with the priefts 
and the Levites concerning the beaps.| How they 
came to be fo large, or why they let them lie where 
they did. . 
¥. 10. And Azariah ihe chief prieft of the houfe of 
Zadok, anfwered him, &c] Who was the high- 
prieft of the family of E/eazar, in the line of Za- 
dok, made high-prieft in Solomon’s time, when ape 
1Pae 


* T. Bab. Nedarim, fol. 55. 1. 
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thar was thruft out; JFarchi takes him to be the 
fame Azariab that was in the days of Uzziab, ch. 
xxvi 17. and faid, Since the people began to bring 

the offerings into the houfe of the Lord, we bave had 
enough to eat, and have left plenty; which were now 
four months fince; and the priefts and Leviées, 
and their families, had partaken of them, and_eat 
to fatiety, and yet there was great plenty remain. 
ing: for the Lord hath bleffed his people, the Tar- 
gumis, ** the Word of the Lord has blefied them,” 
given them large crops.this year, anda ready wil- 
ling mind to bring in what is due for the fervice of 
the:temple: and that which is left, is this great 
fore ; the heaps the king and princes faw, and en- 
guired about ; or what is left is for the great mul- 
titude of the priefts and Levites, and their families, 
both at Ferufalem, and in the cities in the country ; 
fo Kimchi interprets it. 

y. 11, Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare cham- 
bers in the houfe of the Lord, &c.] Either to build 
new ones, or fit up thofe that were built ; and they 
prepared them ; got them ready to lay up the ftores 
in. 

y. 12. And brought in the offerings, and the tithes, 
‘and the dedicate things faithfully, &c.] Kept no- 
thing back for their own private ufe, but faithfully 
delivered in and laid up the whole that was brought 
which remained ; this was done by the priefts and 
Levites, in whofe hands and care they were : over 
which Cononiah the Levite was ruler, and Shimei bis 
brother was the next ; thefe two had the charge and 
care of the whole, the one as deputy to the 
other. : . 

y. 13. And Febiel, and Azaziab, and Nabath, 
and Afbabel, and Ferimoth, and Fozabad, and Eliel, 
and I{machiab, and Mabath, and Benaiab, were 
overfeers under the hand of Cononiah, aud Shimei his 
brother, &c.| Thefe ten were affiftants to the other 
two, were under them, and at their command, and 
were to be ready at hand to do what they fhould 
order and direé&t them : at the commandment of He- 
zekiah the king, and Azariah the ruler of the houfe of 
God ; thefe were fixed_in their poft under the other 
two by the king and the high-prieft, to whom alfo 
the other two were accountable. 

y.14. And Kore the fon of Imnab the Levite, ‘the 
porter towards the eaft, &c.| At the eaft-gate of 
the temple; fee 1 Caron, xxvi. 17. was over the 
free-will offerings of God to diftribute the oblations of 

_ the Lord; to the priefts and Levites, for whofe ule 
they were ; or to deliver out the fine flour, oil, and 
wine, and frankincenfe, for the meat and drink- 
offerings : and the moft boly things ; which belonged 
to the priefts only to eat of, as the remainder of 
the meat-offerings, the fin and trefpafs-offerings, 
and the fhew-bread. 

¥. 15. And next ‘to bim were Eden and Minjamin, 
and Fefoua, and Shemaiah, Amariab, and Shecaniab, 
&c.| As Kore was the principal, and his bufinefs 
lay chiefly with the priefts in the temple, and in 
Ferufalem, thefe men under him. were employed 
in diftributing to the priefts, im the cities of the 
friefts , in the feveral parts of the country : z# their 
fet office ; or faithfully ; to give to their brethren by 
courfes,as well to the great as to the {mall ; to com- 
municate of the ftores under their hands, accord- 
ing to their feveral courfes, both priefts and Le- 
vites, and to all in their families, fmall and great. 
- y.16, Befide their genealogy of males, from three 
years old and upwards, &c.|_ Their office was not 
only-to give to the priefts, but to thofe of their 
males in their genealogy, who were three years old 


and upwards; for under that age, according to } 
Kimchi, they were not fit to come into the temple 5 
hor have they knowledge to keep what is put into’ 
their hands; nor fit to handle offerings, left they 
fhould defile them ; but at that age they mightbe - 
taught how to hold them, and be ufed toit; butas ~ 
for females, he fays, they were not admitted at any 
age: even unto every one that entereth into the 
houfe of the Lord; of the faid age, and in the ge- 
nealogy and regifter of the priefts: bis daily por-~ 
tion for their fervice in their charges, according to 
their courfes; food for every day, in confideration 
of their fervice in-their feveral wards, according to 
their courfes in turn. A is fe 

¥. 17. Both to the genealogy of the priefts by the 
houfe of their fathers, 8cc.] As to the priefts re- 
giftered according to their families from: the age 
before obferved, a portion was given: fo to the | 
Levites from twenty years old and upward, in their 
charges by their courfes; for though originally they 
were not admitted into the tabernacle till twenty- — 
five years of age, nor to officiate till thirty, butin 
David's time they were allowed at twenty years of 
age and upwards, 1 Chron. xxiii. 24. 

¥. 18. And to the genealogy of all their little ones, 
their wives, and their fons, and their daughters, 
through all the congregation, 8c.| Thefe were all 
genealogized and regiftered, wives and children, 
fons and daughters, whether {mall or grown up ; 
and a portion was diftributed to them according to 
their number; greater or lefler : for im their fet of- 
jice they fanified themfelves in helinefs; which is to- 
be underftood either of the overfeers, who, in their 
fet office, faithfully diftributed the holy things to’ 
the perfons before defcribed or elfe to the priefts 
and Levites, to whom, and to whofe families, the 
diftribution was made, becaufe they wholly devoted 
themfelves to the holy fervice of God, : 

¥. 19. Alfo of the fons of Aaron the priefs, which 
were in the fields of the fuburbs. of their cities, in 
every feveral city, &c.| Which were allowed to 
them out of the feveral tribes, and where they 
dwelt, when it was not the turn of their courfe to 
officiate in the temple ; now to thefe, aswell as to“ 
thofe in Ferufalem, a portion was diftributed for ~ 
the fupport of them and their families: she men 
that were expreffed by name; before-mentioned, yt. 
13. though fome.underftand it of fuch as were no- 
minated and appointed by them, and-to aét under 
them in the country : togive portions ta all the males 
among the prichs, and to all that were reckoned by 
genealogies, among the Levites; as before declared. 

¥. 20. And thus did Hezekiah throughout ~all Fur 
dab, &c.] Settled the courfes of the priefts and 
Levites, and made a provifion for them and their 
families: and wrought that which was good. and 
right and truth before the Lord his God; or didthat ~ 
which was truly right and good, according to the 
law and will of God, in the fincerity and upright- 
nefs of his foul, and as in the prefence of. the om- | 
nifcient God, he approving and accepting it for 
Chrift’s fake, eM 

¥. 24, Aud in, every work that,be began in the 
fervice of the koufe of Ged, &c.) In cleanfing — 
the temple, providing facrifices, plac 
priefts and Levites in order, taking. care 
maintenance of them, &c. and in the 
in the commandments; in the obferyvation of a 
laws, ftatutes, and judgments of God, me 
remonial, and judicial: to eek his God; a 
and worfhip him, and therein his honour 
ry: he did it with all bis beart ; in the moft o 
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fincere, and upright manner: and profpered; he 


fucceeded in all he undertook, God being with 


j 


ope the land of Fudab, the preparations Hezekiah 
made to refift him, and the encouragement he gave 
his people to truft in the Lord, y. 1—8. the mef- 
‘fages and letters Sennacherid fent to Hezekiah and 
his fubjects, full of arrogance and blafphemy, to 
folicit them to deliver up Ferufalem to him, ¥ 
g—rg. the deftruction of his army by an angel, 
and the deliverance of the Fews at the prayers of 
Hezekiah and Ifaiab, ¥. 2o—2 3. the fin Hezekiah 
fell into after this, and his recovery from a fit of 
illnefs ; but upon his humiliation for it, wrath was 
averted, ¥. 24, 25, 26. and the chapter is con- 
cluded with an account of his honours, riches, and 
exploits, and of his death and burial, y. 2733. 

y. 1. After thefe’ things, and rhe eftablifoment 
thereof, &c.] What are recorded in the preceding 
chapters, when matters were well fettled, efpecially 
with refpect to religion and temple-fervice, and 
when Hezekiah was-well eftablithed in the throne 
of his kingdom, had fought with and defeated the 
Philiftines, and caft off the Afhrian yoke, and was 
in very profperous circumftances ; for it was in 
the- fourteenth year of his reign that what follows 
was done: Seanacherib king of Afpria came and en- 
tred into Judah, and encamped againft the fenced ci- 
ties, and thought to win them for bimfelf ; or to break 
them, or into them; or through them ”, to break 
down the walls to take them, and join them to 
himfelf, as the Targum, and he did take them, fee 
2 Kings xviii. 13. 

¥. 2. And when Hezekiah faw that Sennacherib 
was come, &c.] Into the land of Fudab, which 
he perceived and underftood by reports brought to 
him: and that he was purpofed to fight againft Fe- 
rufalem; to befiege it and take it, if poffible ; this 
he faw was his defign, by taking the fenced cities 
in his way, and coming forward with his forces, 

YW. 3. He took counfel with bis princes, and bis 
mighty men, &c.] With his. nobles,. and the offi- 
cers of his army, what fteps fhould be taken to re- 
fift, retard, and diftrefs the enemy, and among the 


reft what follows was propofed : to frop the waters 


of the fountains which were without the city” ; that 
fo the Affyrian army would find it difficult to fup- 


ply themfelves with water, which was an article of 


great importance: and they did help him; to {top 
the fountains, not only with their advice how to do 
it, but with their men, their fervants, who affifted 
thofe that Hezekiah employed in this work. 


_¥. 4. So there was gathered much people together, 


&c.] At the inftance of Hezekiah, his nobles and|: 


officers: who flopt all the fountains, perhaps by 
_laying planks over them, and earth upon them, {fo 
that it could not be difcerned there were any foun- 
tains there: and the breok that ran through the 
midft of the land; which, according to Kimchi 
was Gibon, y. 30. which was near Yerufalem, 
the ftream of this very probably .they turned 
into channels under-ground, whereby it was 
brought into the city into refervoirs there provided, 
that that might have a fupply during the fiege, 
whilft the enemy was diftrefled for want of it: /ay- 
bs : ~ ; 
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HIS chapter relates Scinnacherib’s invafion of | ing, Why 


vy ypad ad perrumpendem eas, Montanus¢ diffindere illas, Pifcator; abfcindere, Schmidt. 


t 


him, and bleffing him in his civil and religious 


| concerns. 
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foould the kings of Afpria come and find 
much water? by which means they would be able 


to carry on the fiege to a great length, when other- 
wife they would 


be obliged to raife it quickly : 
mention is made of kings of Affria, though there 
was but one, with whom there might be petty 


-|kings, or tributary ones ; and befides, as he boaft- 


ed, his princes were altogether kings, Jf x. 8. 

¥. 5. Aifo he firengthened bim/elf, &c.] 
Lord his God, and fortified his city, an 
the beft manner of defence he could: 
all the wall that was broken; which was ®roken 
from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate by 
Joafo king of Srael; and though it might have 
been repaired by Uzziab, it might again be broken 
down in the times of Akaz by Pekab king of I/rael, 
or-fome other enemy, fee ch. xxv. 23. and xxvi. g. 
and xxvill. 6,7. and raifed it up to the towers § 
from the corner-tower, to the tower of the gate of . 
Ephraim, which, as before obferved, had been 
broken down: and another wall without; a fecond 
wall, either all around the city, or at fuch a part 
of it which was weakett; Fo/ephus * fays the city 
of Ferufalem had three walls about it: and repaired 
Miilo in the city of David; a wallon the north fide 
of the city : and made darts and fhields in abundance ; 
darts to caft from the walls of. the city, to annoy 
the enemy with, and fhields to defend them from 
thofe of the enemy. 

¥.6. And he fet captains of war over the people, 
&c.|. » To teach them the exercifes ‘of war, to lead 
them on againft. the-enemy, to direct them where 
to ftand, and what to do in defence of the city: 
and gathered them together to him in the Street of the 
gate of the city; the ftreet which led to the gate; 
and was large and commodious to affemble'the peo- 
ple in: and /pake comfortably to them; to animate 
and encourage them to hold out the fiege, arid do 
all they ‘could to repel the enemy : Jaying; as 
follows. 

¥.7. Be firong and couragious, 8c.) Be of good 
heart and fpirit, and quit yourfelves like men: de 
not afraid, nor difmayed for the king of Affyria, nor 
for all the multitude that is with him, which was 
very large; for: no lefg than 185,000 were flain of 
them by an angel in one night, 2 Kings xix. 35. 
for there be more with us than with him ; though not 
in number, yet in power and might ; and if angels 
are meant, they are more in number; but it feems 
by what follows, that Hezekiab had only the Lord 
his God in his thoughts and view. . 

¥. 8. With him is an arm of fleh, &c.J Only 
weak, frail, mortal men, not at all to be feared ; 
nothing in comparifon of the Lord: but with us is 
the Lord our God, to help us, and to Sight our battles ; 
who is the Lord God Almighty, who has the hott 
of heaven at his command, and with whom all the 
inhabitants of the earth are as nothing ; the Tar- 
gum is, ‘* the Word of the Lord our God is for us 
to help us, and fight our battles :” and the people 
refied themfelves upon the words of Hezekiah king of 
Fudab ;-not upon his bare word, but on what was 
contained in them, on the ftrength and power of 


the 
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the Lord God he affured them was on their fide ;; countries, called Samiel,, or the poifon-wind, by 
they believed what he faid to be true, and trufted| which multitudes are fometimes deftreyed at once ; 
in the Lord that he would fave them. lof which Yhevenct and other travellers make men- 
y¥. 9. After this did Sennacherib king of Alpria| tion, fee the note on Fob xxvii. 21. andon Pf. xci. 
fend bis fervants to Ferufalem, &c.) Who are}6. but be it as it may, it was fent of God, was 
mentioned by name, 2. Kings xviii. 17. this was}under his direction, and by his power and provi- 
after. Hezekiah had given him a large quantity of} dence did the execution according to his prediction : 
filver and gold to depart, and he did depart from] which cut off all the mighty men of valour, andthe « 
him, 2 Kiags xviii. 14, 15, 16. but be himfelf laid | leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Affyria ; 
fiege againft Lachifo, and all bis power with him ;}| the generals and officers of his army, with the com- 
-one of the cities of Judah, fee Jf. xxxvi. 2. from| mon foldiers, to the number of 185,000, J/, Xxxvii. 
hence she difpatched them unto Hezekiah king of|36. among thefe, no doubt, were the three gene- 
Fudah, and unto all fudab that were at Ferufalem;|rals fent with railing letters to Hezekiab, particu- 
who had retired thither for fafety, upon the inva-| larly Radfhakeh, fee the note on J/, xxxvii. 36. fo 
fion of their country by the king of Afpria. be returned with foame of face to bis own land; Affy- 
¥. 10. Thus faith Sennacherib king of Affyria,\ria, particularly to Niniveb, the metropolis of it, 
Whereon do ye truft? &c.] On what power in| J/ xxxvii. 37. and when he was come into the boufe 
heaven or on earth? that ye abide in the fiege in Fe-| of bis God; the temple of his idol, whofe name was 
rufalew;, hold out againit the fiege of it, and don’t| Ni/roch: they that came forth of bis own bowels, 
deliver it up. ew bim there with the fword; his fons Adramelech 
y. 11. Doth not Hezekiah perfuade you to give|and Sharezer, If xXxvii. 38. 
over yourfelves to die by famine, and by thirft, &c.J\| y.22. Thus the Lord faved Hezekiah and the in- 
fugeefting that would be their cafe if they did not| babitants of Ferufalem from the band of Seunacherib 
furrender: faying, The Lord our God fhall deliver us| the king of Affyria, &c.], As moft clearly appear- 
out of the hand of the king of Affria? feethe note|.ed; for no ftroke was ftruck but by him: and 
on Jf, xxxvi. 15. from the band of cll other; the 4rabic verfion adds, 
y. 12. Hath not the fame Hezekiah taken away|** who were round about them ;” who by this de- 
his high places, &c.]» For the fenfe of this and the | feat were deterred from attacking them : amd guided 
three following verfes, fee the notes on Jf xxxvi.| ‘bem on every fide; and guarded them all around, 
17. 18, 19, 20. as a fhepherd leads his flock, where they may be 
¥. 16. And bis fervants fpake yet more againft the | fecure from all dangers. ia ed 
_ Lord God, and againft his fervant Hezekiah.| Than] y. 23. And many brought gifts unto the Lord to 
what is here recorded, as may be'read in 2 Kings} Ferufalem, &c.] Even out of neighbouring na- 
xviii. and xix. J/- xxxvi. tions, things whiclr they devoted to the fervice of 
y. 17. He wrote alfo letters to rail on the Lord God| God in the temple, being convinced that this won- 
of Ifrael, &c.] See 2 Kings xix.q—14. Jf. xxxvii.|derful deliverance was wrought by the Lord God 
9—14. , of J/rael, and by him only: and prefents to Hexe- 
y. 18. Then they cried with a loud voice in the|kiab king of Fudab; being defirous of living in 
Fews fpeech, unto the people of Ferufalem that were} friendfhip with him, who appeared to be the fa- 
on the wall, &c.| The meflengers of Sennacherib, | vourite vf the God of heaven: fo that be was mag- 
particularly Rabjbekah the chief fpeaker; though | nifed in the fight of all nations from thenceforth; 
they were defired to {peak in the Syrian language, | from the time of the deftruction of the Afprian 
If, xxxvi. 11, 13. but this they did ¢o affright them,| army in fuch a wonderful manner, he was highly 
and to trouble them, that they might take the city; to} efteemed, and his name and fame fpread abroad 
throw them into terror and confufion, that they|among all the neighbouring nations round about 
might prevail upon them to deliver up the city to| him, a 
them. ¥. 244 In thofe days Hezekiah was fick, &c.| 
y. 19. 4nd they fpake againft the God of Ferufa-| Of which ficknefs, and of his prayer, and of the 
lem, &c ] The only living and true God, whom| fign given him, fee // xxxviii. and the notes 
the inhabitants of Ferufalem profefled to be their] there. 
God, and who was worfhipped by them in the} y..25. But Hezekiah rendered not again according 
temple there : as againft the gods of the people of the| to the benefit done unto him, 8&c.] Both in the de- 
earth, which were the work of the bands of man;|liverance of him and his people from the king of. 
they made no difference between the one and the} Afjria, and the recovery of him from his ficknefs: 
other,. but fpoke as freely and as contemptibly of| for bis heart was lifted up; with pride, becaufe of 
the one as of the other, fee // xxxvi. 19, 20. and| the wonderful defeat of the Arian army in his 
XXXViil. 10-13. : | favour, the miracle wrought at his. recovery from 
¥.20. And for this caufe Hezekiah the king, and} illnefs, the riches and honour conferred upon him, 
the prophet I/aiah the fon of Amoz, prayed and cried| the prefents brought him from his neighbours, and 
to heaven.| To God in heaven ; of the prayer of|efpecially the embaffy of the king of Babylon to : 
Hezekiah on this account, fee J/ xxxvii. 15—20.| him: fherefore there was wrath upon him, an upon 
and the notes there; and though we read not of | fudab and Ferufalem, who, in ag Te 6 ad 
the prayer of J/aiah, no doubt he made one, as! fell into the fame fin of pride, with many others 
Hezekiab defired, and fince he received a meffage] and therefore both he and they were threa 
from the Lord, which he fent to Hezekiah, J/.| with fome tokens of the divine difpleafure. = 
XXXVI. 4. 21 ¥. 26. Notwithftanding, Hezekiah humbied = 


S 


y. 21. And the Lord fent an angel, &c.] The| felf for the pride of bis beart, both he and the 1 , 
Targum is, “ the Word of the Lord fent Gabriel”) bitants of Ferufalem, &c.| In what manner is ni 
Fofepbus * takes this angel, or meflenger fent of|faid; perhaps by putting on ee a 
God, to be the peftilence ; and others fuppofe it to} fafting and prayer, and making confeffion of fin, 
be a hot peftilential wind, common in the eaftern} and declaring repentance for it; /o that the 


» Antiqu. fro. ¢. 1. §. 5. 
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of the Lord came not upon thém in the days of Heze- 
kich; but in the days of his fon’s fons, J/ xxxix. 
s 8. 

’ y. 27. And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches, 
8c.] Increafed by the fpoil of the Afjrian camp, 
and the prefents fent him after that by neigh- 
bouring nations, ¥. 21. 23. and honour; both 
from his fubjects, and the nations around him: 
and he made bimfelf treafuries for filver, and for 
gold, and for precious fiones, and for pices, and for 
foields, and for all manner of pleafant jewels 5 which 
were houfes both for rich and curious things, and 
for armour, he fhewed to the ambaffadors of Ba- 
bylon, If xxxix. 2. fee the nore there. | 

¥. 28. Store-houfes alfo. for the increafe of corn, 
and wine, and oil, &c.| The produce of his 
fields, vineyards, and olive-yards, fuch as David 
had, with perfons over them, fee 1 Chron. xxvii. 
25—28. and jralls for all manuer of beafts , as oxen, 
iorfes, camels, and affes, fee ch, ix. 25. and cotes 
for flocks, folds for fheep. 

¥. 29. Moreover, he provided him cities, &c.] 
Where he had the above ftorehoufes and ftalls, and 
convenient dwellings for thofe that looked after 
them,. and were over his cattle, fmall and great, 
as follows ;. the Vulgate Latin verfion reads fix ci- 
ties in fome copies’: aud poffefions of flocks and 
herds in. abundance ; in which the riches of men, 
and even of kings lay in thofe times : for God bad 
given bim fubjtance very much , for all was owing to 
his difpofing providence, let it come which way it 
might. 

¥. 30. This fame Hezekiah alfo ftopped the upper 
qwater-courfe of Gibon, &c.) Which Procopius 
Gazeus fays was the fame with Siloam, and which 
it feems had two ftreams, and this was the upper 
one; Mr. Maundrel fays *, the pool of Gibon “ lies 
about two furlongs without Bethlebem-gate wett- 
ward; it isa ftately pool, 106 paces long, and 67 
broad, and lined with wall and plafter, and was, 
when we were there, well ftored with water :” and 
brought it ftrait down to the weft fide of the city of 
David; through canals under the plain of the city 
of David; as the Targum, by a fubterraneous paf- 
fage; and Siloam, as Dr. Lightfoot * obferves from 
Fofephus, was behind the weft wall, not.far from 
the corner that pointed toward the fouth-weft: and 
Hezekiah profpered in all bis works, natural, civil, 
and religious, fee ch. XXXi. 21. 


¥. 31. Howbeit, in the bufinefs of the embaffa- 


CotiA P. 


i fie 1S chapter gives an account of the reign of 
. Manaffeb, of his idolatries and impieties, y. 
1—10. of his captivity, humiliation, repentance, 
and réformation, ¥. 11—17 of his laft end, death, 
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dors of the princes of Babylon, who fent unto him to 
enquire of the wonder that was done in the land, &c.] 
Not to fee the two tables of ftone which were in 
the ark, with the other two that were broken be- 
caufe of the fin of the calf, as the Targum; nor to 
afk about the deftruction of the Affrian army, and 
the manner of it, as Grot#izs; but to be informed 
of the miracle of the fun’s going back ten degrees, 
when Hezekiah was recovered from his ficknefs ; the 
Chaldeans being a people much given to aftrology, 


and curious in their obfervations of that kind: God. 


left him to try kim; by thewing him all his trea- 
fures: that be might know all that was in bis beart ; 
not that Ged might know, who knows all things, 
unlefs fpoken of him after the manner of men; but 
rather that Hezekiah might know the pride lurking 
in his heart, and other fins which efcaped his no- 
tice, Fer. xvii. g. or that it might be known by 
others ; that the children of men might know it, 
as Kimchi; and take warning by it, and obferve 
the frailty and infirmity of the beft of men. 

¥. 32. Now the reft of the alts of Hezekiah, and 
his goodnefs, &c.} His acts of piety and liberality : 
bebold, they are written in the vifion of Ifaiah ibe 
prophet, the fon of Amoz; inthe prophecy of J/at- 
ab, ch. xxxvi. 37,°38. 39. whofe book is called 
the vifion of J/aiah, ch. i./1. and in the book of the 
kings of Fudab and Tfrael, in the 2 Kings xviii. xix. 
XX. 
¥. 33. And Hezekiah flept with bis fathers, &c.] 
Died as they did: and they buried him in the chiefeft 
of the fepulchres of the fons of David; in the more 
honourable. and principal of them; there are ftill 
to be feen, on the north of Feru/alem, fome grotto’s, 
called the fepulchres of the kings, though it is cer~ 
tain none of the kings of J/raed or Fudab were bu- 
ried there; unlefs it may be thought, as Mr. Maun 
drel* conjectures, that Hezekiah was here interred, 
and that thefe are the fepulchres of the fons of Da- 
vid here mentioned; however, he obferves, who- 
ever was buried here, ‘this is certain, that the place 
itfelf difcovers fo great an expence both of labour 
and treafure, that we may well fuppofe it to be the 
work of kings: and all Fudabh and the inhabitants 
of Ferufalem did him honour at his death; by attend- 
ing his funeral in great numbers, by burning fpices 
for him, and by mourning for him many days: 
and Manaffeh bis. fon reigned in bis ftead, of whom 
a further account is given in the next chapter. 
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bis people, &c.] By, his fervants'the prophets, fee 
2 Kings xxi. 1o—15. where what was faid to them is 
recorded : but they would not hearken , to what was 
faid, to reproofs, admonitions, -and exhortations 


and burial, ¥. 18,19, 20. and of the wicked reign |to repent and reform. 


ot Amon his ton, and of his death by his fervants, 
¥. 21—25. ; 


¥. 1. Manaffeh was twelve years old, &c ] From 
hence to the end of y. 9. the fame things are re- 
corded, almoft word for word, as in 2 Kings xxi. 
a—g. fee the notes there. 


y. 10. And the Lord fpake to Manaffeb, and to 


o* - 


- © So the Edition of Sixtus V. Lovain, and MSS. in James's 
from Aleppo, &c. p. 108. 
__ © Seder Olam Rabba, c. 24. p. 67. 
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* Chorograph, in John, c,5. §. 2. 


y¥. 11. Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the 
captains of the boft of the king of Afyria, &c.] 
Who was Efarbaddon, the fon and fucceffor of 
Sennacherib this, according to the Fewi/h chrono- 
logy ‘, was in the twenty-fecond year of Manaffeh’s 
reign: which took Manaffeb among the thorns; ina 
thicket of briars and thorns, where, upon his de- 
feat, he had hid himfelf; a fit emblem of the af- 
. ¢ . fictions 


contrariety of the popifh bibles, p. 295. € Journe 
ps 3 2 Noariey hous Aleppo, &¢. p. 76- 


zA 
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fliStions and troubles his fins brought him into: | to fhew the Gaceriee ‘of. his repentance for hi 
and bound him with fetters, hands and feet; with} latry, and his abhorrence of it. ° diy 
chains of brafs, as the Targum, fuch as Zedekiab| -y¥. 16. And be repaired the altar of the Lo 
was bound with, 2 Kings xxv. 7. not chains of |.&c.] © Which was fallen to ruin, being negleéted 
gold, with which Mark Aateny bound a king. of |and difufed in his times of idolatry: or, accore 
Armenia, for the fake of honour *: and carried him | to the Keri, or marginal reading, and fo the Tare ' 
to Babylon, for now the king of Afyria was be- | gum, he built it; which perhaps he had before 
come mater of that city, and added it to his mo-| led down and deftroyed : and facrificed thereon _ 
narchy, and made it the feat of ‘his refidence ; at| offerings and thank- offerings ; to the Lord, 
leaft fometimes that and fometimes Niniyeb, Mfe-| bringing him out of captivity, and ao 
rodach baladan being dead, or conquered; though, |to his kingdom; and efpecially for conv 

_ according to Suidas * “ it was he that took Manaffeb; | from his idolatries, giving him repentance for them, 
and by an 4raé writer *, he.is faid to be carried to| and forgivenefs of Sana k and commanded Judah 10 
Niniveb, Serve the Lord God of Irael, and him only; ano- I 

y. 12. And when he was in affittion, &c.J In | ther inftance of the truth of his repentance, iano 

prifon, however in fetters ; according to the Tar- | deavouring to reform thofe whom he had mifled, 
gum, the Chaldeans made an inftrument of brafs, | and. reftore the pure worlhip of God among banies d 
with holes in it, and put him in it, and fire about| and bring them back to that. 
it, fomething ‘like the. brazen bull of Perillus;|  y.17. Neverthele/s, the people did facrifice fill in 
and the above Arabian writer * calls it a tower Of| she high places, &c.] - Not in thofe that were built 

- brafs: he befought the Lord his God; by-~ prayer} for idols, at leaft did not facrifice to them 3 for it 
and fupplication: and humbled himfelf greatly before| follows : yet unto the Lord their God only ; the Yar- 
the Lord God of bis fathers ; confeffing his fins, ex-| gum'is, ‘to the name of the Word of the Lord 
peng great forrow and repentance for them, their God.” 

+.13. And prayed unto him, &c.| To, have} .y. 18. Now the reft of the atts of Manaffeb, &e] 

a on him, and forgive him his fins: and be| Good and bad, what were done by him bath before 
was entreated of bim, and beard bis fupplication.;| and after his converfion: and his prayer unto his 
and granted his requeft, fhewed favour to him,| God; which it feems was taken and recorded, but 
and forgave him his fins: and brought him again to| now age for as for that which is among the apo- 
Yerufalem into bis kingdom; fo wrought upon the|cryphal writings, there is no reafon to believe it to, 
heart of the king of Afyria, \as to give him his li-| be,his, though it is thought to be fo by many *: 
berty, and reftore kim fo his dominions 5 ; it is very | and the words of the feers; or the prophets, a8 the- 
probable his captivity was. not long; .for, being | Targum; and the prophets in his days, rece 
foon brought by his affliction to a pr and confef- | the Jewifo chronology *.. were Foel, Nabum, and Ha-_ 

fion of his fins, by the over-ruling providence of | dakkuk: that fpake to him in the name of the Lord 


God, he-was quickly releafed : shen Manaffeh knew | God of Ifrael,; words of admonition and reproof ‘ 
ihat the Lord be was God; and not the idols he} before his humiliation, and words of comfort, ad- 
had ferved ; that he was a holy God, and hated | vice, and inftruction after it; the Targum is, * that. 
fin, and a jutt God in affi@ing him for it, and] {pake to him in the name of the Word of the Lord 
gracious and merciful in forgiving his fins, and | God of Irael:” bebold, they are written in the book 
bringing him out of his troubles. ; of the kings. of I/rael, not in the canonical book fo 
y¥. 14. Now after this, be built a wall without | called, where none of the above things, namely, 
the city of David, &c.} Which perhaps had been| his prayer, and the fpéeches of the prophets, 
. broken down by the Afprian army, when it came} to be found, at leaft not all; but in the annals id 
and. took him; Viringa’ thinks this .is the wall of | the kings of J/raé/, now loft. 
the pool of Siloab,, Neb. iii. 15. which feems to be} _¥. 19. His prayer alfo, &c.] | Was not only re-- 
the firft and oldeft wall as Yofephus™s for that turn-| corded in the above annals, but in the writings of 
ing to the north bent towards the pool of Siloam ;| another perfon after-mentioned: amd how God was 
an be FSP writer * calls it the fouthern wall: oz the intreated of bim , heard his prayer, and fhewed him. 
weft fide of Gibon, on the welt fide of the city to-| favour both in a temporal and fpiricual way 3; for 
wards Gibon ; for that was to the weft of it, ch.} though the jews will not allow that. he was faved, 
Xxxil. 10. i” the valley, .even to the entring in at ibe} or had a part in the world to come, eternal life 4, 


jijfb-gate; through which the fifh were brought from | yet there appears no juft reafon why it fhould be fo 
‘Joppa, and where, according to the Targum, they 


thought: avd all bis fin, and bis trefpafs; his im- — 
were fold: and compaffed, about Opbel ; ‘the eaftern| pieties, idolatries, and murders: and the ae : 
part of mount Zion; tome fay it was the holy of| wherein he built high places; fee y. 3. and fet 
holies,, ch. xxvii. 3. “and raifed it up a very great 


groves; flatues in groves: and graven images 
height, built the wall very high there: and put| fore be was humbled; fee . 7.22. bebold, they 


captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah, this\ writien among the Jayings of the feers; or of 
he did to put his kingdom in a pofture of defence,| the name of a prophet who wrote the hiftor 
fhould it be attacked by the Afyrian army again. |owntimes; fo the Zargum and Vulgate 
y. 15. And he took away the firange gods, and the| fion ; ; and, according to the 7 Getaif ) 
idol out of the houfe of the Lord, &c.} Which he|there was a prophet of this name in | 
had-fet there, ¥. 7. and all the altars that he had\ Amon the fon of Manaffeh. 4 
built in the mount of the boufe of the Lord, andin\ y.20, So Manajfeb flept wilth hi: 
Ferufalem ; {ee Ys dn § and caft them out of the) they buried bim in his own boufe, 
city; perhaps into the brook Kidrom ; all this he did | the waters of his houfe, 2 Ki gs 
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Suid ib.’ * Abulph. & Suidas, ib. ? Comment i in Jefaiam, c..2 iS 
§. 2 a Abulpweed: Hitt, Dynaft, nye . p. 67. ° ‘Vid. absitat Bi hes, Gree, 
P Seder Olam WARvS; Cz 2 Mita, Sanhedrin, cert, §. 2. 
Meyer. 


: 


~ . 
. 


?) oe i —_ 4 = ‘ 
A; 2 ‘ 
. ; 
. 


_* hot place but time, and that thefe were images in 
times paft; in the preceding age, as the Jigurine 
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Ch.xxxiv.v.1—8, I, CHRONICLES 


note there; to which may be added, that the Hews * 
in after-times buried in a garden; though it was 
the cuftom of the antients, both Greeks ‘and Ro- 
mans“, to bury the dead in their own houfes; 
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HIS chapter begins with the good reign of 
Fofiab, the reformation he made in the land, 
purging it from idolatry, ¥. 1—7. ‘relates the or- 
ders he gave to repair the houfe of the Lord, which 
was accordingly done, ¥. 8—13. when the book 
of the Jaw was found and brought to him, which 
greatly affected him, ¥. 12 — 19. upon which he 

‘ deputed fome perfons to enquire of the Lord, who 
did of Huldah the prophetefs, to whom the gave 
an anfwer, which they returned to the king, y. 
20—28) and the chapter i concluded with an ac- 
count of reading the book in the ears of all the 
people, and of the king, and then making a co- 
venant with the Lord to ferve him, y¥. 27—33. 


¥.1,2. Fofiah was eight years old when be began 
to reign, &e.) Of thele two verfes, fee the notes 
on 2 Kings xxii. 152 
¥.3. For in the eighth year of bis reign, while 
be was yet young, &c.] Being in the 16th year of 
his age; though. Kimchi thinks, it was the very 
year he began to reign, which was the eighth of 
his age ; and Yarchi obferves, it may be interpret- 
ed, though he was young, be began to feek after ‘the 
God of David bis father; to pray unto him, to 
feek after the knowledge of him, and the true 
manner of worfhipping him, what were his will, 
commands, and ordinances ; the Targum is, “* to 
feek inftruction or doétrine of the Lord God of 
David his father,” to be taught his ways, fuch as 
David his great anceftor walked in, and whom he 
chofe to follow: and in the 12th year he began to 
purge Fudab and Ferufalem from the high places, 
and the groves, and the carved images, and the 
molten images, which were made in the times of 
Maenaffeh; and though removed by him when hum- 
bled, were reftored in the reign of Amon. - Now 
Jofiah purged the land from thefe, by putting them 
down, and deftroying them ; and this he did when 
he was 20 years of age, having now more autho- 
rity, being out of his minority, and from under 
guardians, and one year before Feremiab began. to 
prophefy, Fer. i. 2. 
M4. And they broke down the altars of Baalim 
in his prefence, &c.] He not only ordered them 
to be broke down, but he went in perfon, and faw 
it done ; thefe were the altars Manafféh had reared 
up to the idols ; and though upon his humiliation 
he caft them out, they were rebuilt by Amon his 
fon, fee ch. Xxxiii. 3,15, 22. and the images that were 
above them he cut down; fun-images, as the word 
fignifies ; thele Chamanim might be reprefentatives 
of Cham or Ham, the fon of Noah, the fame with 
_ Jupiter Ammon; and there was another heathen 
deity Amanus, Strabo ™ {peaks of, fuppofed to be the 
fun, fee the note on Lev. xxvi. 30. thefe, as Far- 
chi fays, were in the form of the fun, and were 
fet above the altars, over-againft the fun, to whom 
worfhip was paid; though fome think this refpects 


..¥ 


vs Cippi Heb. p. 43. t Plato in Minoe. 

hune refer, &c.” ~ Geograph. l, 11. p, 352. 
Montanus, Tigurine verfion, Rambachius, 

4 is 


1) 


the molten images 
to be broken 
in groves, and thereby diftinguifhed from thofe 
made of wood, and were carved, and from thofe that 
were of molten metal, and were placed elfewhere : 
and made dujt of them, 


of them that had facrificed unto them, fee 2 Kings ° 
XXili. 6. 


hence fprung the worthip of the Lares and Penates, 
the houfhold gods : 


chapter is: the fame 
the notes there, 


from hence to the end of the 
with 2 Kings xxi. 18—26, fee 


XXXIV, 


verfion : and the groves, and the carved images, and 


be brake in pieces; ordered them 
3 the groves were ftatues, or images 


and firewed it upon the graves 


¥. 5. And he burnt the bones of the priefs upon 


their altars, &c.| On which they facrificed, in de- 
teftation of their idolatry, and to deter from it ; 


and this he did according to the prophecy of him, 


above 350 years before: and cleanfed Fudab and Fe- 
rufalem, from idolatry, and all the monuments 
of it. 


¥. 6. And fo did he ix the cities of Manaffeh, and 
Ephraim, and Simeon, even unto Naphtah, &c.] 
Which though they belonged to the 10 tribes, yet 
thefe being carried captive by the king of Affria, 
they that were left became fubjeé to the kings of 
Judah, {ee the note on 2 Kings xxiii. 1 g. with their 
mattocks. round about; or hammers or mauls, as 
Kimchi, or pick-axes, fuch fort of inftruments as 
were ufed in demolifhing altars and images: the 
Targum is, “ in the houfe of their defolation ;” 
and fo other verfions, in their defolate places*, which 
were become fuch, the inhabitants being carried 
captive, and few left.behind. 

We 73\ And when be bad broken down the altars 
and thevgroves, &c.] The ftatues or images in 


them : and bad beaten the graven images into pow= 


der ; and ftrewed it on the eraves of the idolaters : 
and cut down all the idols throughout all the land of 
Jfrael; the fun-images, as in y. 4? be returned to 
Ferufalem; this tour of his throughout the whole 
land, and the things done by him, which are re- 
prefented as done before the repairs of the temple 
were made, and the book’ of the law found and 
read, and the covenant he and his people made 
with the Lord, are’ fpoken of in 2 Kings xxiii. 

4-20. as if, done after. 
¥.8. Now in the 18th year of bis reign, when he 
had purged the land and the boufe,&c.] The tem- 
ple; this was in the 26th year of his age, fix years 
this work had been doing before it was finifhed : 
be fent.Shapban the fon of Azaliab; who only is 
mentioned in 2 Kings xxii. 3. two more are added 
here; as follow: and Maafeiah the governor of the 
city ; the city of Feru/alem, a deputy-governor un- 
der the king, a fort of mayor or provoft : ond 
Joab the fon of Foahaz the recorder ; who was over the 
book of memorials, as the 7: argum , the word may 
be rendered the remembrancer, and, according to 
Jarchi, as every king of Fudab had a feribe to - 
write down the memorable things that happened in 
his reign, “good or bad, fo the fcribe had one by 
him, to put-him in mind of every tranfa@tion, from 
whom he wrote it down: fo repair the houfe of the 
Lord his God; that is, to give orders for the doing 
of it, to’ prepare for it, provide workmen, and 
wy eo : appoint 


* Servius in Virgil. ZEneid. 5. preterea fi nova, & in]. 6. fedibus 


FESVHAW A in defolatis locis fuis, vel corum, 


O22 


appoint overfeers of them : it had not been repair~|their werk, to keep them conftant to it, ai 
ed fince the times of Joa/h, which, according to|that they did it well : Levi 
the Fewi/h chronology ’, was a fpace of 218 years, | that could fkill of inftruments of mufick, thele 

¥.9. And when they came to Hilkiab the bigh-\they were not employed in finging in the tem- 
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and other of tbe Tet ie 
when 
* ans 


prieft, &c.] To whom they were fent to advife}ple, attended this fervice, to look after the work- 
with about the repair of the temple: sey deliver-|men at the repairs of it ; and perhaps they might 
ed the money that was brought into the.houfe of God ;\play,.as fome think, on their inftruments of mulick, 
that is, the high-prieft, and the Levites the door-|whilft the men were at work, that they might yo 
keepers, gave it to the king’s minifters,; which mo-jon in it the more pleafantly and chearfully, __ 


ney was either brought to the temple voluntarily, 


y.13. Alfo they were over the bearers of bur- 


as the free-gifts of the people, for the repairs ; or|«ens, &c.] Who carried the timber and ftones to 
rather what was collected by the Levites, fent|the workmen, to look after them, thje*they were 
throughout the land for that purpofe, or it may {not dilatory, and that the workmen might not ftand 
be both: which the Levites that keep the doors; of \ftill for want of materials being brought to them to 
the temple, and received the money as the people}work with: and were overfeers over all that wrought 
brought it: and alfo bad gathered, of the band of|in any manner of fervice; whether in the way of 
Manaffeb and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of\mafonry, or in that of carpenters, or of fuch that . 
Ifrael, and of all Fudab, and Benjamin; they went|ferved them, or in whatfoever way: and of the Le- 
throughout all the land of J/rael and Fudab, and|vites there were fcribes, and officers, ama porters y: 
colleéted money for the above purpofe: and they|{ome to take the account of the money carried in 
returned to Ferufalem; with it, which the high-|and paid, who were the /crides, according to ar- 


prieft took the fum of, fee 2 Kings xxii. 4. of whom 
the king’s minifters ‘now received it. 

¥.10. And they putit, &c.] The king’s mini- 
fters did: in the band of the workmen that had the 
overfight of the houfe of the Lord, whofe bufinefs 
it was to infpeét the temple, and fee what repairs 
were neceffary, and to overlook the workmen in 
making thofe repairs; the’ names of thefe over- 
feers are in y. 12. and they gave it to the work- 
men that wrought in the boufe of the Lord, to re- 
pair and mend the boufe; that is, the overfeers 
gave the meney they received to the labourers, as 
the hire of their labour, and the reward of their 
work, and to buy materials with, as follows. 

¥. t1. Even to the artificers and builders gave 
they it, 8cc.] Lo the mafons and carpenters: so 
buy hewn fiene,; to put in the room of that which 
was decayed or fallen down: andetimber for coup- 
lings; of boards, beams, and rafters : and to floor 
the houfes; the chambers, the apartments:in the 
temple, which belonged to the priefts and Levites : 
which the kings of Fudab had deftroyed; the ido- 
Jatrous ones, who had let them go to decay and ruin, 
taking no care of them. P 

y¥. 12. And thé men did that work faithfully, 8c | 
The labouring men, as alfo their infpectors, fee 
2 Kings xxii. 7. and the overfeers of them were Fa- 
hath, and Obadiah, the Levites, of the fons of Me- 
vari; the third fon of Levi: and Zechariah, and 
Mefhullam, of the fons of the Kobathites ; who had 


chi; and others who looked after the men, and 
kept them to work, who were the officers ; and 
others that let them in and out, called porters.’ 

y.14. And when they brought out the money that 
was brought into the houfe of the Lord, &c.\ The 
Levites, who brought it out of the country into 
the temple, and from thence brought it tothe high- 
prieft, who delivering it to the king’s minifters, 
and they to the overfeers, the repairs were begun : 
and then Hilkich the high-prieft found a book of the 
law of the Lord given by Mofes, fee the note on 
2 Kings xxii. 8. From hence, to the end of y, 28. 
is the fame as 2 Kings xxii. 8—20. fee the notes 
there. 

y. 29. Then the king fent and gathered, 8c. } 
From hence, to the end of y. 32. the fame ac- 
count is given of the reading of the law to the 
people, and of the covenant the king and ‘they 
made te ferve the Lord, as in 2 Kings xxiii. is 
25 3: 

¥. 33. And Fofiah took away all the abominations 


out of all the countries that pertained to the cbil- 


dren of Ifrael, &c.| . All their idols, as related in 
2 Kings xxiii. 4, 8cc. and madé all that were prefent 
in Ifrael to* ferve, even to serve the Lord their God; 
by his ediéts, and by hisexample: and all bis days 
they departed not from following the Lord God’ of 
their fathers; not publickly and univerfally; other- 
wife there were great declenfions and corruptions 
among them, as the prophecies of Jeremiah and 


their name from Kobath, the fecond fon of Levi :| Zephaniah thew. 


do fet it forward; to urge and animate the men to 


CH Ag pean: | ee 


if 


N this chapter we have an account of the keep-|of the jir/t month, the month Nijan, as tl 
ing of the paflover and its preparation, for which|g¢m, which was the exact time of killing 
the priefts and Levites were ordered to prepare,}over-lamb, according to the law of MZ 
—and to which ¥efah, and his princes, gave libe-|xii. 6. in the Vulgate Latin verfion o 
rally, and fuch an one was kept as had not been for} 1. it is called the 14th moon of the fi 
ages paft, ¥. t—19. and of Fofah’s rath engage-|phrafe often -ufed in ecclefiaftical 1 


™ 
o 


ment in battle with the king of Egypt, in which he] {peaking of the time of the asp ay : 7 > Ww 
z co ae 


was flain, ¥.20—23. and of the great lamenta-|now call one of the days o the 


tions that were made for him, ¥. 24—27. 


y. 1. Moreover, Fofiah kept a paffover unto the\In their offices, and in their prope 
Lord in Ferufalem, &c.| Where only it was to be}ecute them : and encouraged them 
kept: and they killed the paffover on the 14th day| the boufe of the Lord; to attend it v 


coe 
.Y Seder Olam Rabba, ¢. 24. 
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¥.2. And he fet the priefts in i 
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nefs and conftancy, and do it according» to the| der of. 30,000; that is, 30,000 laitbs or kids, 
will of God, promifing his favour and protec-|which would ferve 30,000 families: and 3000 


tion. sis bullocks thefe were for the chagigah or feaft, kept 
¥. 3. And faid unto the Levites that taught alljon the. day following the paflover : thee were of 


Tfrael, &c.| Whofe bufinefs it was to go through| the king’s /ubjlance, taken out of his flocks and 
_ the feveral tribes, and inftruct them in the know-{herds, or bought with his money, and liberally 
ledge of God, his word and worfhip, ftatutes and|given to the people, to fuch poor families as could 
ordinances. In an ancient MS. mentioned by 7w-|not afford well to be at the expence of fuch a fe- 
nius, itis read, who prepared for all Ifrael the holy\{tival. 
things, &c. which were holy unto the Lord; who} y. 8. And bis princes gave willingly to the people, 
were confecrated to the name of the Lord, as the|to the priefts, and the Levites, &c.] Befides, to 
Targum, dedicated to his worfhip and fervice; or|fome other families, they gave alfo to poor priefts 
it may fignify the holy things they taught or pre-and Levites, which the king’s bounty did not ex- 
pared: thefe put the holy ark in the boufe which Solo-\tend to; and thefe princes were not fecular, but 
mon the fon of David king of Ifrael did build ; whichjecclefiattical princes, as follows: Hilkiah, and Ze- 


fome think was removed from thence by 4mon, and 
an idol put in its room, which is the greater tref- 
pafs he is faid to be guilty of, ch. xxxiii. 23. 
others, that it was privately removed by the high- 
prieft in idolatrous times, and laid up in fome fe- 


chariah, and ‘Febiel, rulers of the houfe; of the 
temple; Hilkiah was high-prieft, and the other 
two were chief-priefts, the one of the line of Elea- 
zar, and the‘other of the line of Ithamar : thefe gave 
unto the priefts for the paffover-lambs 2600 {mall 


cret place for the prefervation of it; but rather|cattle ; which were lambs, or kids, or both: and 
the truth ‘is, that it had been removed by the or-|300 oxen ; for peace-offerings on the feven days of 
der of Fofiah, for the fake of the repairs of the(unleavened bread, to feaft upon. 
moft holy place; and this being done, he orders} ¥. 9. Cononiah alfo, and Shemaiab, and Natha- 
it to be replaced; and though the Levites might|nee/, bis brethren, &c. | See ch. xxxi. 12. and 
not go into the holy of holies, yet they could|Hafbabiah, and Ffebiel, and Fozabad, chief of the 
carry it to the entrance of the holy place, and the|Levites; men of confiderable fubftance, and in 
priefts from thence to the door of the moft holy}good pofts and offices: gave unto the Levites ; 
place, where the high-prieft could receive it, and fix|their poor brethren of that order : for paffover-of 
itin its proper place: it fhall wot be a burden upon\ferings 5000 {mall cattle; lambs, or kids, or 
your /houlders ; it was not now to be carried from|both :* and 300 oxen; for the feaft that followed 
place to place, having a fixed abode in the moft|the paffover. 
holy place, and therefore they were at leifure to} y. 10. So the fervice was prepared, &c.] Every 
attend other fervice : ferve now the Lord your God,|thing was got ready both for the paffover and the 
and bis people Ifrael ; by finging the praifes of God, |feaft of unleavened bread, for all forts of people, rich 
and flaying the paffover-lambs for the people. and poor: and the priefts food in their place ; in 

¥. 4. And prepare yourfelves, &c.] Todo theirjtheir court near the altar, to fprinkle the blood of 
work in this fervice of the fanctuary, the paffover ;|the facrifices about it, as in the following verfe : 
that they be ready to do it, and diligent in it, andjand the Levites in their courfes; whofe turn it was 
perform it according to the law of God: dy the|to officiate: according to the king’s commandment, 
boufes of your fathers, after your courfes; fuch of |y¥. 4. 
them whofe turn in courfe it was to officiate: ac-| y.11. And they killed the paffover, &c.] The 
cording to the writing of David king of Ifrael, and\\ambs for the paffover, which was done by the 
according to the writing of Solomon his fon; who|Levites: and the priefts fprinkled the blood from 
had given in writing directions in what manner |their hands ; which they received from the Levites, 
their courfes fhould be obferved, fee 1 Chron. xxiii, \fee ch xxx. 16. and the Levites flayed them ; the 
XXiv. paffover-lambs, took off their fkins. 

¥.5. And fiand in the holy place, &c.] The| y.12. And they removed the burnt-offerings, &c.] 


court of the priefts, where their miniftrations were: Either fuch of the lambs and kids as were de-- » 


according to the divifions of -the families of your bre-\figned for burnt-offerings’ for the people; thefe 
thren ibe people ; of the other tribes, who were ac-|they feparated from thofe that were for the paff- 
cording to their families to provide a lamb for thejover ; or they removed from them what was to 


pafiover : and after the divifion of the families of the 
' Levites ; who were obliged to obferve the fame or- 
dinance in their refpective families, and for whom, 
as well as for the other families of J/rac/, they were 
to flay the lamb. 
y.6. So kill the paffover, &c.] In the manner, 
time and place, and for the perfons it fhould be 


be burnt, the fat of the inwards, of the kidneys and 
the caul on the liver: shat they might give; the 
reft for the paflover: according to the divifions of 
the families of the people, to offer unto the Lord; 
according to the number of them: as 7 is written 
in the book of Mofes; fee Levi ili. 3, 4,5. and fo 
did they with the oxen ; fuch of them as were ap- 


killed : and fandify yourfelves ; by wathing them-|pointed for burnt-offerings were fet apart by them- 
felves and garments, that they might be fic for this|felves, and fuch as were for peace-offerings ; what 
fervice : and prepare your brethren prepare a lamb|of them were to be burnt, as thofe before mention- 
for your brethren, or inftruét them how to performjed, were taken from them. 
their office that needed initruétion: that they may| y. 13. And they roafted the paffover with fire, ac- 
do according to the word of the Lord by the band of cording to the ordinance, &c.| Of the Lord by 
Mofes; celebrate the ordinance of the paffover in| Mo/es, Exod. xii. 8. but the other boly offerings ; 
all its rites, according to the law of Mo/es, at leaft| which were the peace-offerings: fod they in pots, 
‘jnvevery rite, in which they were more peculiarly|and in cauldrons, and pans; which was forbid to 
concerned. _ be done with. the’ paffover-lamb, but might with 
¥.7. And Fofiah gave to the people, of the flock|the other facrifices, which were to be eaten, Excd. 
Tombs and kids, all for the paffover-offerings, &c.]}xii. 9. and divided them /peedily among all the peo- 
Which might be either lambs or kids of the goat,'ple; the parts which belonged to the offerer, who 
Exed. xii. 5. for all that were prefent, to the num-|Wwas the king ; but he gave his part to the people, 
Vor, IH..N°.-3. Bb and 


A 


~s 


G4 


and therefore the Levites delivered them to them|no quarrel with him, he did not come to fight with 
as foon as they could. him, and he had no bufinefs to intermeddle between 

y¥.14. And afterwards they made ready for them-\him and another prince: I come not again/t thee 
felves, and for the priefts, &c.] The paflover-|¢his day; in an hoftile manner: dut againft the 
lambs, and fuch parts of the peace-offerings that|oufe wherewith I have war; the king of Afpria; 
belonged to them: decaufe the priefts the fons of\for God commanded me to make bafle,; and oppofe 
Aaron were bufied in offering burnt-offerings ; fuch|his enemy: according to the Targum, it was his 
as are before faid to be removed or feparated for|idol ; and which is the fenfe of other fewi/h wri- 
that purpofe: and the fat; of the peace-offerings|ters”’,; but thé true God might have appeared to 
that was to be burnt; and this employed them w#-|him in a-dream, or fent a prophet to him; or at 


til night , fo that they could not prepare the paff- 
over for themfelves :. and therefore the Levites pre- 
pared, not only for themfelves, but and alfo for the 
prichs the fons of Aaron, who were otherwife en- 


leaft he might pretend this, that it might have the 
greater effect on Fofiah ; and indeed it feems to be 
real from the following verfe : forbear thee from 
meddling with God, who is with me, that he de- 


gaged in the fervice of the day. | firey thee not; he concluded God was with him, 
y. 15. And the fingers, the fons of Afaph were in their\and would fucceed him, becaufe he had put him 
place, &c.] In the court of the priefts, fingingand|upon this enterprize, and haftened him to it; 
playing on their inftruments whilft the facrifices were|therefore Jofab in oppofing him, might expect to 
offering : according to the commandment of David,|\be refitted by him, and fall. 
and Afaph, and Heman, and Feduthun the king’s feer;| y. 22. Neverthelefs, Fofah would not turn his 
the fame with Ezhan , and every one were feers, as|face from him, &c.] Or withdraw his forces, and go 
Jarchi interprets it, that is, the three laft: and the|back: but difguifed himfelf, that he might fight with 


porters waited at every gate; fuch of the Levites as|him; without being perfonally known, and aimed © 


were in that poft and office: they might not depart 
From their service, to let people in and out, that 
came for their paffover-lamb, and fhare in their 
other offerings: for their brethren the Levites pre- 
pared for them; becaufe they were not at leifure to 
prepare for themfelves. 

y¥. 16. So all the fervice of the Lord was pre- 
pared the fame day, &c.] With every facrifice, and 
for all forts of perfons: fo keep the paffover, and to 
offer burnt-offerings upon the altar of the Lord, 
which were required to be done on that day: ac- 
cording to the commandment of king Fofiah , which 
was, that every thing fhould be provided, prepared 
and done, as the law required. 

y¥. 17. And the children of Ifrael that were pre: 
fent, kept the paffover at that time, &c.] In its 
proper time, on the 14th day of Nifan: and the 


at, fee 1 Kings xxii. 30. and hearkened not unto the 
words of Necho from the mouth of God ; not believ- 
ing that what he faid came from the Lord, though 
it might; and his infirmity was, that he did not 
enquire of the Lord about it: and came to fight in 
the valley of Megiddo; which was in the tribe of 
Manaffeh, thought to be the Magdolum of Herodo- 
tus, where he fays Necho fought the battle 4; fee 
the note on 2 Kings xxiii. 29. 

x. 23. And the archers foot at king Foflab, 8c.) 
For though difguifed he appeared to be a ge- 
neral officer, and indeed chief commander, and 
therefore aimed at him, and prefled him -hard:. 
and the king faid to bis fervants, have me away, for 
I am wounded ; as Abab {aid, when in the like cafe, 
1 Kings xxi. 34. 


¥.24. And his fervants therefore took him out of - 


feaft of unleavened bread feven days; the feven days|that chariot, &c.} Dead, and had him to Ferur 
following the paflover, as the Lord by Mo/es ap-|/alem, and buried him ; fee the note.on 2 Kings xxiii. 


pointed. 

v.18. And there was no paffover like to that kept 
in Ifrael, &c.] So exactly according to the law, fo 
univerfally by J/rael and Fudab, and with fuch li- 
berality fhewn by the king, and the chief of the 
priefts and Levites; of this, and the following verte, 
fee the notes on 2 Kings xxill. 22, 23. 

¥.20. After all this, when fofiah bad prepared 
the temple, &c.| . Purified it, and cleanfed it from 
the filth in it, and from all idolatry, and had re- 
paired it, and put the fervice of it in\ good order, 
and on a good footing, after which great profpe- 
rity in church and ftate might have been expected : 
Necho king of Egypt came up to fight againft Carchemifh 
by Euphrates; now called Querquifia, fappofed by 
fome to be the fame with the Cadytis of Herodotus, 
which that hiftorian calls a great city of Syria, whi- 
ther he fays Necho went after the battle with the 
Syrians * ; of which fee the note on J// x. g. and 
of this king of Egypt, fee the note on 2 Kings xxiii. 
2g. and Yer. xlvi. 2. and Fofiah went out againft 
him or to meet him, and ftop him from going 
through his land, which lay between Egypt and 
Syria; Egypt being on the fouth of J/rae/, and 
Euphrates on the north of it, as archi obferves. 

¥. 21. But he fent ambaffadors to him, &c.| That 
is, Necho fent to Fofiah: faying, what have 1 to do 
with thee, thou king of Fudab? fignifying he had 


x Euterpe, five, 1. a. ¢. 159. & Galei not. in ib. 
rodot, ut fupra, 


30. and all Fudab and Ferufalem mourned for Fo- 
fab; he having been fo good a king, fo tender of 
them, and fuch an happy inftrument, in reftoriag 
the true religion, and the fervice of God ; this was 
the fenfe of the generality of them, who were fin- 
cere in their mourning; but it is not improbable, 
that thofe who were inclined to idolatry, were fe- 


cretly glad, though they diffembled mourning with ° 


the reft. 

¥.25. And Feremiah lamented for Fofiah, &c.] 
Compofed a lamentation for him, which is now 
loft ; for what is faid in Lam. ch. iv. 20. refpeéts 
Zedekiab, and not Fofiab: and all the finging men, 
and all the finging women, [pake of Fofiah in their. 
lamentations unto this day ; who were made ufe of 
on mournful occafions, as the prefice among the 
Romans, fee Fer. ix. 17. thefe in their mournful 


ditties ufed to make mention of his name, and the 


difafter that befel him : and made them an ordinance 
in Jfrael, an annual conftitution, as the Targum 
calls it, appointing a folemn-mourning for him 
once a year, which Yarchi fays was on the gth of 
Ab or July: and bebold, they are written: im, the la- 
mentations ; not of Jeremiah , tho’ the Targum is, 
*¢ Jo, they are written in the book which Baruch 
wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah, concerning the 
lamentations,” but refpeét a colleétion of lamenta- 


tions on various fubjects then in being, but fince loft. 


¥. 26, 


‘ 


¥ T. Bab. Taanith, fol. 22, 2. 
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¥. 26, 7. Now the reft of the ads of i ofabs al 
his goodnefs, &c.} His piety towards God; and 


Sy Carer oe 


HIS chapter records the reigns of the four 
kings of Yudah, and the captivity of the 
Jews, the fhort reign of Feboabaz, depofed by the 
king of Egypt, and his brother Eliakim or Feboia- 
kim fet up in his room, y. 1—4. the reign of Fe- 
boiakim, who was bound and carried away by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, ¥. 5—8. the reign of Febotachin his 
fon, who alfo in a fhort time was taken and carried 
to Babylon by the fame king, ¥. 9, 10. the reign 
of Zedekiah, who alfo rebelled againft the king of 
Babylon, and he and his people were taken and 
carried captive by him for his fins, which are here 


liberality to the people; of thefé two vertes, fee 
the note on 2 Kings xxiii. 28. 


XXXVI. 


Come to ruin and perifh, and their cit 
be deftroyed where they dwelt. 

¥. 16. But they mocked the meffengers of God, and 
defpifed bis words, 8c.] Which was the treatment 
Feremiah and Ezekiel frequently met with: and 
mifufed his prophets ; impritoned them, as Micaiab 
and Jeremiah were : until the wrath of the Lord 
arofe againft kis people; which burned like fire in 
his breaft, and broke out to the confumption of 
them, till there was no remedy, Or healing of them 5 
there was no reclaiming or recovering of them, no 
bringing them to repentance, and no pardon for 


y and temple 


mentioned, according to the prophecy of Yeremiah, |them. 


and where the Fews continued until the reign of 
the kingdom of Perfia, ¥. 11 —21. 


begins, ¥. 22, 23. 


¥.1. Then the people of the land took Feboabaz the 
fon of Fofiah, &c.) Of whofe reign, and of the 
three following, Febsiakim, Feboiachin, and Zede- 
kiah, and the account of them, from hence to the 
end of y¥. 13. what needs explanation’ or reconci- 
liation, fee the notes on 2 Kings xxiii. 31—37. and 
XXIV. 5, 6, 8, 10, 17, 18, 19, 20. 

¥.14. Moreover, the chief of the priefts, and oj 
the people, tranfereffed very much after all the abo- 
minations of the heathens, &c.] The priefts, and 
even the chief of them, who fhould have inftruéted 
the people in the duties of religion, and retained 
them in the pure worfhip of God, thefe were the 
ringleaders of idolatry, who led the people to com- 
mit all the idolatries of the heathens round about 


and the chap-|the Chaldees, 8c.] Nebuchadnezzar 
ter is concluded with the proclamation of Cyrus|it was the rebellion. of Zedekiah,; w 
king of Perfia, and with which alfo the next book |c 


¥. 17. Therefore he brought upon them the king of 
3 and though 
hich was the 
aufe and occafion of his coming againft them, 
yet it was the Lord that moved him to it, and 
gave him fuccefs: who flew their young men with 
the fword, in the boufe of the fanffuary; in the 
temple,- where they took fanétuary, imagining that 
facred. place would protect them from the rage of 
jthe enemy, but it did not: and had no compafion 
eae man or maiden, old man, or him that Stooped 
or age; ipared none on account of age or fex, 
ibut put them all to the fword, or carried them 
icaptive: he gave them into bis hand; that is, the 
Lord delivered them into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, for their fins. 

¥.18. And all the veffels of the boufe of God; 
great and fmall, &c.| All that were left; for fome 
had been carried away in both the reigns preced- 
ing: and the treafures of the houfe of the Lord, and 
the treafures of the king, and of bis princes; which 


them ; and of the people, all ranks and degrees |became the fpoil and booty of the foldiers : a// thefe 


of them, were corrupted with them; this was|be brought to Babylon ; 
their cafe in feveral of the preceding reigns, and|there, 


the vefiels were laid up 
and reftored when Cyrus took it; but the 


now a little before the deftruction of them: azd|treafures were no doubt in part taken for his own 


polluted the houfe of the Lord which he had bal- 
lowed in Ferufalem;, the temple dedicated to his 
worfhip there; this they defiled, by fetting up idols 
in it. 

¥.15. And the Lord God of their fathers fent to 
them by his meffengers, &c.) The prophets of the 
Lord, to admonifh them of their idolatries, and 
to reprove them for them, to warn them of the 
wrath of God that would come upon them on that 
account, unlefs they repented and reformed ; thefe 
were at the beginning of their apoftacy, and were 
fucceffively continued unto this time, as Abijah, 
Elijah, and others, in the firft times of it ; Amos, 
[aiah, and others, in the middle of it; and Fere- 


ufe, and the reft divided in the army. 

¥.19. And they burnt the boufe of the Lord, &c.] 
The temple ; of which, and what follows in this 
verfe, fee the notes on Fer. lii. 13, 14: 

¥.20. And them that had efcaped from the fword, 
carried be away captive, &c.) The king of Baby- 
lon, or his general by his orders, excepting fome 
poor perfons left to till the land, fee Yer. lii. 14, 
16. where they were fervants to him and his fons; 
his fon Evil-merodach, and his grandfon Belhazzar, 
fee Fer. xxvii. 7. and the note there: until the 
reign of the kingdom of Perfia ; until that monarchy 
began, as it did upon the taking of Babylon by Cy- 
rus king of Perfia. ‘This is the firft place we 


miah, Zephaniah, and Ezekiel, towards the clofe of|meet with this name of Perfia in fcripture. The 


it: rifing up betimes, and fending ; which is either 
to be underftood of the Lord, and as expreffive 
of his care and diligence, like the mafter of a fa- 
mily, folicitous for the good of it; or of the mef- 
fengers, the prophets, who made hafte to go or 
fend their prophecies and inftruGtions to reclaim the 
people; the phrafe is often to be met with in the 
prophecy of Yeremiah, fee ch. xi. 7. and the note 
there: decaufe he had compaffion on bis people, and 
on bis dwelling-place, being unwilling they fhould 


® Hyde, Hift. Relig. Vet. Perf, c. 35. Pp. 418, 419, 
Lt. ct. & 1.4. €.17,18, 


' 


Arabic writers differ about the origin of it; fome 
derive it from Pars the fon of Arfham ( Arphaxad) 
the fon of Shem; others from Pars the fon of 
Amur, the fon of Faphet , and others fay Pars was 
the fon of Elam, the fon of Shem, the fon of Noah? ; 
but Bochart® feems to be righteft in the derivation _ 
of the word, who obferves from Xenophon * horfes 
were very rare in this country; and very few could 
ride them before the times of Cyrus, who taught 
his foot-foldiers to ride horfes ; and hence it be- 
came 


> Phaleg. 1.4. ¢. 10. col. 224: * Cyropadia, 
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came common, fo that none of the beft men of |¢hreefcore and ten years, as threatened in Lev. xxvi; 
the land cared to be feen on foot; yea, he made|34, 35. on which text Yarchi obferves, that at 
a law, that it fhould be reckoned infamous, if any |the deftruction of the firft temple the law con- 


of thofe he had taught the art of riding, were feen|cerning the {abbath,-or reft of the land, had been 


to go on foot, though ever fo little a ways from |negleéted 430 years, in which fpace were 69 fab-. 
this fudden change made in his time, the people were |batical years; and, according to Maimonides sit 
called Perfians, and the country Perfia; in the Ara- |was at the end of a fabbatic year that the city and. 
bic language, Pharas fignifying a horfe, and Pharis |temple were deftroyed, and fo juft 70 years had 
an horfeman; and the fame writer obferves, that |been neglected, and the land was tilled in'them as 
hence it is that no mention is made of this country jin other years, and now it had reft that exact num-. 
in the name of Perfia, by Jfaiah and Feremiah;|ber of years; but of this we cannot be certain, 
but by Ezekiel and Daniel, who were cotemporary though it is probable. ‘Sas 
with Cyrus; and in this book andthe following hi-}  ¥. 22, 23. Now mm the firft year of Cyrus king of 
{torical ones, which were wrote after the Babylonifh |Perfia, 8c.) Thefe two verfes are the fame with 
captivity, as their hiftory fhews ; and that this|which the next book, the book of Ezra, begins, 
book was, is clear from the preceding claufe, as |where they,will be explained ; and thefe two books, 
well as from the three laft verfes. the one ending, and the other beginning with the 
y¥.21. Lo fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth \fame words, is a ftrong prefumption, that one-and 
of Feremiah, &c.| That is, the ews were fo long |the fame perfon, Ezra, is the writer of them both; 
fervants in Babylon, as in the preceding verfe, to lor rather, asa learned ° writer conjeCtures, thefe two 
accomplith Feremiak’s prophecy of it, ch. xxv. 12. verfes are added by fome tranfcriber, who haying 
and xxvii. 7. and xxix. 10. until the land had en-\finifhed the book of Chronicles at ¥. 21. went on 
joyed her fabbaths , the fabbatical years, or feventh|with the book of Bzra, without any ftop, but 
year-fabbaths, which, according to the law of the|perceiving his miftake, broke off abruptly; for: 
-Jand, was to reft from ‘being tilled, Lev. xxv. 4. |{o it is plain thefe verfes conclude ; however this 
which law had been negleéted by the \fews, and |fhows, as the fame writer obferves, that the book 
s1ow whether they would or no, the land fhould |of Ezra followed that of the Obromicles, in the 
have reft for want of perfons to till it: for as|Hebrew copies, though it now does not. . 
long as foe lay defolate, foe kept fabbath, to fulfil 
2 


¢ Hilchot Shemitah Veyobel, c. 10. -§. 3. © Dr. Kennicott’s Differt.1. p. 492, &c. 


By ag, 


MDE HIS book in the Vulgate Latin| 


yout and Aradic verfions, is called the 
eye sirft book of Ezra; Nehemiah be- 
“8. ing reckoned the /econd; but with 
N7ig -the ews both were accounted 
yy, but one book *; in the Syriac 
EX “ms verfion, it is called the writing 
or book of Ezrathe prophet; and this title is 
given him, both by ews and Chriftians* ; in the 
Arabic verfion, it is called the firft book of Ezra 
the prieft, fkilful in the law ; and that he was a 
prieft, is clear; fince he was the fon of Seraiab the 
high-prieft, who was flain by Nebuchadnezzar, and 


the younger brother of ‘fofedeck, who fucceeded 


his father as high-prieft, and uncle to Fo/hua that 
fucceeded him ; and he was alfo a ready fcribe in 
the law of Moj/es, fee ch.vii.1, 6,10,11, 12. That 
Ezra was the writer of this book, is believed by 


CHAP. I. 


‘TH IS chapter informs us of the proclamation 
of Cyrus king of Perfia, for the Fews to. re- 
turn to their own country, and rebuild their tem- 
ple, ¥. 1—4. and that upon it, the chief of them 
rofe up for that purpofe, whofe hands were ftrength- 
ened and fupplied by thofe about them, ys 5, 6. 
and particularly by Cyrus, who gave orders that 
the vefleis belonging to the temple fhould be deli- 
red to them, ¥. 7—11. ; | 

¥. 1. Now in the firft year of Cyrus king of Perfia, 
&c.] Not in the firft of his reign over Perfia, for 
he had been many years king over that, and now 
had all the kingdoms of the earth given him, y. 2. 
but over Babylon, and the dominions belonging to 
it, which commenced with Darius upon the taking 
of Babylon , he reigned in all 30 years, as Cicero ® 
from a Perfian writer relates ; or 29, according to 
Herodotus"; but in what year this was, is not cer- 
tain; Africanus’ has proved, from various hifto- 
rians, that it’was the firft year of the 55th Olym- 
piad, perhaps about the 20th of Cyrus’s Perfian 
- government*; fee the note on Daa, x. 1, that 
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the Fews *, and by the generality of Chriftians ; 
only Huetius * thinks, that the fix firft chapters were 
written ‘by another hand, but his reafons are not 
fatisfactory ; and it has been univerfally received as 
canonical by all; it agrees. with the prophecies 
of Haggai and Zechariah, and ferves to illuftrate 
them ; it is of ufe for the continuation. of the fa- 
cred hiftory, to point at the fulfilment of prophe- 
cies concerning the return of the Fews from cap- 
tivity, and the rebuilding of the temple ; and to 
give us an account of the ftate of the church in 
thofe times, the troubles and difficulties it met 
with, and what care was taken to. keep the tribes 
and families diftinct, that it might be known from 
whom the Meffiah fprung ; this book contains an 
hiftory of 70 years, according to the calculation of 
bithop Ujher *; from A, M. 3468; to A. M. 3538. 


' 


the word of the Lord, by the mouth of Feremiah, 
might be fulfilled; which foretold that the Fews 
fhould return from their captivity at the end of 
7o years, which fell on the firft of Cyrus, reckoning 
from the 4th of Febotakim, and the firft of Nedu- 
chadnezzar, fee Fer. xxv. 1,11, 12, and xxix. 10. 
the Lord flirted up the fpirit of Cyrus king of Perfia ; 
who has the hearts of all men in his hands, and 
even of the kings of the earth, and can turn them 
as he pleafes ; he wrought upomhim, put it into 
his heart, enlightened his mind, fhewed him what 
was right, and his duty to do, and preffed him to 
the performance of it; fo that he could not be eafy 
until he had done it, and he was made thoroughly 
willing; and even eager to do it: that be made a 
proclamation throughout all bis kingdom, and put ir 
alfo in writing 5 gave it in writing to his heralds to 
read and proclaim throughout all his. dominions : 
Saying 5 as follows. 

¥. 2. Thus faith Cyrus king of Perfia, &c.} Of 
whom, and this edict of his, J/aiah prophtefied 200 
years before he was born, Jf: xliv. 28. zhe Lord 
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of thé 


earth ; 


*. Origen apud Enfeb, Hilt. Eccl. 1.6. c. 25.. Hieron, Opera, tom. 3. Epift. ad Paulin. fol. 6. B. & ad Domnion. 
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earth; many he had conquered before he took Ba- 
bylon, and then the whole Babylonian monarchy fell 
into his hands. | Herodotus ' fays, he ruled over all 
Afia, Xenophon™ reckons up many nations that 
were under his government, Medes and Hyrcanians, 
Syrians, Affyrians, Arabians, Cappadocians, both the 
Phrygians, Carians, Phenicians, Babylonians, Bac- 
trians, Indians, Cilicians, Sace or Scythians, Papb- 
lagonians, Megadinians, and many other. nations, 
the Greeks inhabiting 4/a, and the Cyprians, and 
Egyptians; and elfewhere he fays", the borders of 
his kingdom were, to the eaft the Red-fea, to the 
north the BuxizePontus, to the welt Cyprus and Egypt, 
and to the fouth Ezbiopia. And the poffeffion of 
thefe kingdoms Cyrus aicribes, not to his own mar- 
tial courage and fkill, but to the providence and 
difpofal of the God of heaven, which he feems to 
have had fome notion of : and be hath charged me to 
build him an houfe at Ferufalem, which is in Fudab,; 
in the prophecy of J/aiab, which, according to Fo- 
féphus°, he had feen and tead, and believed it to be 
a charge upon him, and a command unto him to 
rebuild the temple at Jeru/alem ; however, to give 
leave for the rebuilding of it, and to encourage to 
it, and affift in it; an Arabic writer fays ’, that Cy- 
rus married a fifter of Zerubbabel, and that it was 
at her requeft that the ews had leave to return; 
which is merely fabulous. 

¥. 3. Who is there among you of all bis people, 
&c.] The people of God, the J/raelites, as well 
of the ro tribes, as of the two of Fudah and Ben- 
jamin for this edict was publifhed throughout all 
his dominions, where were the one as well as the 
other: bis God be with him; to incline his heart 
to go, to protect himin his journey, and fucceed 
and profper him in what he goes about: and let 
him go up to Ferufalem, whichis in fudab, and build 
the boufe of the Lord God of Ifrael, he is the God ; 
the one only living and true God: which is in Fe- 
rufalem; who has been in former times, and is to 
be worfhipped there ; though Aven Ezra fays, this 
is to be connected with the houfe of the Lord; as 
if the fenfe was, to build the houfe, that was in 


whofe prefence was neceffary both to direct in the — 
building of the temple, and to animate to it, and 


done when come to Ferufalem, ch. iil. 2, 3. with 
all them whofe /pirit God raifed to go up, to build 
the boufe of the Lord which is in Ferufalem; God 
who works in men doth to will and to do, wrought 
powerfully by his Spirit on their -hearts, inclined 
their minds, and made them willing to go up, and 
fet about this work ; and fuch a divine, powerful, 
and efficacious operation upon them, was neceffary 
to engage them in it, fince the embaraf{ments, 
difficulties, difcouragements and objections were 
many: fome of them were well fettled, and had 
contracted a pleafing acquaintance with many of 
their neighbours, and indeed to moft of them it 
was their native place; and as forfudea and Feru/a- 
lem, they knew nothing of, but what their fathers 
had told them; the way to it unknown, long and 
dangerous, at leaft fatiguing and troublefome to 
their wives and children ; and‘fudea and Ferufalem 
defolate and in ruins, and in the hands of enemies, 
from whom they had reafon to expect trouble. _ 
¥.6. And all they that were about them, &c.] 
Their neighbours, the Chaldeans : firengthened their 
hands with veffels of filver, with gold, with goods, 
and with beafis, and with precious things; which 
they eicher did of themfelves at their own motion, 
or by the direction and example of Cyrus, ¥. 4. 
and perhaps many of them to ingratiate themfelves 
into the favour of their new monarch: befdes all 
that was willingly offered: by the rich Jews, who 
thought: fit, at leait for the prefent, to remain in! 
Babylon. 
¥. 7. And Cyrus brought forth the veffels of the 
houfe of the Lord, &c.] Or ordered them to be 
brought forth: which Nebuchadnezzar bad brought 
forth out of Ferufalem, out of the- temple there, 
when he took it and burnt it: and had put them 
in the houfe of his gods; in the temple of Belus at 
Ferufalem, or to be built there; and fo our verfion] Babylon, fee 2 Chron. xxxvi. 7. Dan. i. 2. and y- 
connects them, putting thofe words into. a paren-|2, 3. by which means they were providentially pre- 
thefis, be is God; but this is contrary to the ac-|ferved. ° | 
cents. y. 8. Even thefe did Cyrus king of Perfia bring 
¥. 4. And whofoever remaineth in any place where| forth by the hand of Mithredath the treafurer, 8ec.} 
he fojourneth, &c.| Is left behind, and can’t go up| Or Mithridates, a name common with the Perfians, 
thro’ poverty, not having a fufficiency to bear his|from their god Mithras, the fun they worfhipped ¢ 
charges in his journey toYeru/alem: let the men of bis\and numbered them unto Shefbbazzar prince of Fu- 
place belp bim with filver, and with gold, and with|\dab; delivered them by tale‘to him ;: who, accords 
goods, and with beafts ; with money to bear the ex-|ing to the Fewifh Rabbins, as Farchi fays, was Da- 
pences of his journey, with goods to furnifh his] #ie/, who was fo called, becaufe he ftood in fix tri- 
houfe, or trade with, when he came to ¥udea, and] bulations ; but it does not appear that Damiel werit 
with cattle to carry him, and his goods, and to tilljup to Feru/alem with the captivity, as this man 
the ground with, when he came thither; and the}did, but remained at Babylon; rather, with Aden 
men exhorted to this are either the Gew/iles that| Ezra, it is beft by him to underftand Zerubbabel, 
dwelt in the cities where thefe poor Fews were, or| who did go up, and was the prince of Fudab; and 
the richer Jews, who chofe as yet not to go up until] Cyras in his letter*to the governors of Syria, ex- _ 
they faw how things would fucceed; and are there-| prefsly fays, that he delivered the vefléls to Zerub- 
fore called upon to affift their brethren who had} dadel, the prince of the Yews. He had two names, 
a@ will, but not ability : befides the will-offering for| Shefhbazzar, which fignifies he rejoiced in tribu- 
the houfe of God that is in Ferufalem , which they|lation, and Zerubbadel, which fignifies either the 
freely gave, and fent by them for the rebuilding] feed of Babylon, being born there, or difperfed, or 
of the temple. a ftranger there, as others. i) Jenn Tete 
¥. 5. Then rofe up the chief of the fathers o 
Fudah and Benjamin, &c.| Princes of thefe tribes, 
and heads of families in them, and of fome other 
tribes too, though chiefly of thefe, as appears from| 


the veflels delivered, as follows: 30 chargers of 
gold, 1000 chargers of filver; thefe, according to 
Ben Melech, were veffels in which water was put to 


; , ‘ 9 1 = ‘yieea ba 

' Clio, five, 1. 1. ¢.130, So Salluft, Bell. Catalin. p, 2. ™ Cyropedia, 1. 1. in principio, + Se 

c. 48. @ Antiq. Lar. ¢.1. §.1, 2. P Abulpharag. Hift. Dynaft. dyn. 5. p, 82. _ @ Apud Jofeph. ~ 
Antig. 1.11. c. 1. °§. 3. ‘ 


1 Chron. ix. } and the priefts and the Levitess.. 


to fet the veffels in their proper places ; and par- 
ticularly to affift in the fetting up of the altar, and — 
to offer facrifices on it, which was the firft thine 


y¥. 9. And this is the number of them, &c.] Of 


’ 
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LS 
wath hands in; but rather they were, as ban 
Ezra obferves from the Ferufalem Talmud", vet- 
fels in which they gathered the blood of lambs and 
bullocks flain for facrifices: 29 knives ; which be- 
caufe the handles of them were of gold or filver, 
were valuable, and might be very large knives, 
and what the priefts ufed in flaying and cutting up 
the facrifices. 
¥.10. Thirty bafons of gold, &c.] Cups or difhes 
with covers, as the word feems to fignify ; but, 
according to Farchi and Aben Ezra, they were vef- 
fels in which the blood of facrifices was received, 
and out of which it was fprinkled on the altar: 
Silver bafons of a fecond fort 410; perhaps leffer 
than the other, however not fo valuable, being of 
filver ; in the apocryphal Ezra, ch. ii. 13. the num- 
ber is 2410; and in the letter of Cyrus, before re- 


s 


Ch. i. ¥. I —4.3. 


. 
puis chapter coftains a- lift of thofe that 
went up from’ Babylon to Ferufalem, of their 


ferred to, it is 2400: and other vefféls 1000; which 
are not particularly mentioned ; Yanius and Tre- 
mellius render the words, other veffels by thoufands, 
there being.near 3000 that are not defcribed, 
_ ¥. 1%, All the veffels of gold, and of filver, were 
5400, &c.] Thole that are mentioned make no 
more than 2499, which dben Ezra thinks were the 
larger veffels; but this general fum. takes in great 
and f{mall, asin 2 Chrou. xxxvi. 18. in the letter 
of Cyrus, before mentioned, thefe vefféls are more 
particularly defcribed, and their feveral numbers 
given, which together amount to the exact'num- 
ber in the text 5400; the apochryphal Ezra makes 
them 5469 : all thele did Shefbbazzar bring up with 
them of she captivity, that were brought up from 
Babylon unto Ferufalem ;.of. whom there is a large 
and particular account in the following chapter. 


CHAP. It 


return again ;,for that Nehemiah came .to Ferufa- 
lem in the 20th year of Artaxerxes, Neb. i. 1. and 


leaders, their chief men, princes and pricfts, ¥. 1,| that Mordecai brought up ‘his niece in the city of 
2. of the people defcribed by their families, towns | Shujban, in the times of Abafuerus, is certain; and 
and cities, and number of perfons, ¥. 3—35. of|this with refpect to both, is denied by others‘, 
the priefts, Levites,-and Nethinim, ¥. 36—58. and}who take them to be different men of the fame 
of thofe that could not make out their genealogy, |name; and the fame writer is of opinion, that Se- 
people and priefts, ¥. 59-63. and then the fum |raiab, and who is called dzariah, Neb. vii. mois 
total of the whole congregation is given, ¥. 64.\the fame with Ezra, who therefore muft, and did 
befides men and maid-fervants, finging men andjreturn, fince he went up to Yerufalem in the 7th 
women; and cattle of divers-forts, ¥.65—67.)year of Artaxerxes, ch. vii. 1, 7, 8. as for the 
and the chapter is clofed with an account of the|others, we know nothing mere of them than their 


free-will-offerings of the principal men tow 
the building of the temple, and of the fettlement | 
of the people in their refpective cities, ¥. 68, 69, | 


70. 


_¥.1. Now thefe are the children of the province, | 
&c.] Either of the province of Babylon, as Aben 
Ezra, where they were either born, or had dwelt | 
for many years ; or elfe rather, according to Far- | 
chi, of the province of Fudea, as it is called, ch, 
v. 8. once a flourifhing kingdom, but reduced to 
a province of the Babylonian monarchy, now in the 
hands of the Medes and Perfians, of which pro- 
vince they and their fathers originally were :. chat 
went out of the captivity, of thofe whith had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon had carried away unto Babylon, who either in 
perfon, or in their parents, were carried captive by 
him, and who were the tribes of Fudah and Ben- 
jamin and they are only mentioned, becaufe they 
were the principal that returned, though there were 
fome of the other tribes.that alfo came up with 
them: and came again unto ferufalem and Fudab, 
every one unio bis city ; that he dwelt in before, or 


&c. | 
y¥.2. Which came with Zerubbabel, &c.] The 


names: the number of the men of the people of I/- 
rael; either of the principal of them betore named, 
or of the common people, which next follows. 

¥. 3. The children of Parofh,.2172.] From 
hence, to. the end of ¥. 35. a lift is given of the 
captives that returned, defcribed by the families they 
were of, their anceftors from, whence they fprung, 
or the towns and cities to which they originally be- 
longed,, and by their numbers ; otherwile nothing 
more of them is known. , ; 

¥. 36. The priefis, &c.] An aecount of them 
is given in this, and the three following verfes, and 
only four families are mentioned; thofe of Fedaiah, 
Immer, Pafbur, and Harvim, and the number of 
them amounted to 4289; thefe, according to the 
Fews, were heads of four courfés, which were all 
that returned from Badylon*. 

W¥.40. The Levites, &c.] Singers and porters, 
who are reckoned in this, and the two following 
verfes, whofe numbers were no more than 341; 
whereas in the times of David, they were 38,000, 
1 Chron, XXill..3. 

¥.43. The Nethinims, &c.] Suppofed by Aben 
Ezra and archi to be the Gibeonites, who were 


was now afligned to him by lot, fee Ned. xi. 1,|given by Fofbua, as the word Nethinim fignifies, to 


the congregation, to be hewers of wood and drawers 
of water; but rather were thofe that were given by 


head of them, the prince of 3udab ; and the, chief | David to affift the Levites ; of thefe is an account 


that came with him, are the 10 following ; Fe/bua, 
Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilfhan, 
‘Mijfpar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanab , the firtt of thefe 
Fefoua, was Fofnua the high-priefty the fon of o- 
fedeck, Hagg. i. 1. Dr. Lightfoot * thinks, that 
“Nebemiah is the fame, whofe name the following 
book bears ; and that Mordecai is he who was uncle 


to Efther, fo Aben Ezra ; but if fo, they muft both 


. _* T. Hierof, Yoma, fol. 41. ¥:. * Works, vol, 
Rainold. de libr, Apocryph. PraleQ. 111, 117, 148. 


from hence to the end of y¥. 58, together with 
thofe who defcended from So/omen’s fervants, who 
feem to. be the remains of the Cauaanites in the 
land, whom Solomon made bond-fervants of, 1 Kings 
ix. 20, 2£. 2 Chron. ii. 17.. who, and their pofte- 
rity, became profelytes ; or thofe fprung from men 
that were domeftic fervants of So/omon’s, and va- 


lued themfelyes on that account ; the number of 
: the 
I, p. 437. So Broughton, Works, p. 258. © Vid. 


u T. Hierof. Taanioth, fol. 68. 1. 
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the Nethinim, and thefe together, were three hun-[ings, and of the peace-offerings and meat-offeri 


dred ninety and two. 


which belonged to the priettd, which the 
y¥.59. And thefe were they that went up from|forbid 


peta’ 


hefe to eat of, who were rejected fron the 


Tel-melab, Tel-barfa, &c.] Places in the land of|priefthood: 7i/) there food up a pric with Urimand. _ 
Babylon, fee If. xxxvii. 12. Ezek. iii. 15. Cherub, Thummim; as yet there was not any. prieft thac. 
Addan, and Immer, but they could not foew their fa-\had them; they were not to be found at the returm’ 
ther’s houfe, and their feed, whether they were of I/- from Babylon, the governor might hope re 
rae]; thefe were fuch that profefled the Fewifb re-|be found, and a pricft appear clothed with them, 
ligion, and went for ews in Babylon, but could|when it might be enquired of the Lord by them, 

not trace their pedigree, and tell what family they whether fuch priefts, before defcribed, might eat’ 
were of, ‘who their anceftors, and where they hadjof the holy things or no; but fince the “ews*: 


lived in Judea, they had loft their genealogical 
tables, if they ever had any, and could not make 
it out, whether their parents were J/raclites, or pro- 
felyted Gentiles; or they were fuch who had been 
expofed, and taken out of the ftreets, and their 
parents unknown. 

- ¥. 60. Lhe children of Delaiah, Tobiah, and Ne- 
‘koda, 652.) Thefe, though their immediate pa- 
rents, were known, yet by their being mentioned 
here, it feems as if they could not carry their ge- 
nealogy farther, and make it clearly appear what 
was the houfe of their fathers, or what their fa- 
mily. 

¥.61. And of ibe children of the priefts,8ec.] Who 
could not maké out their pedigree, for thofe that 
could are, mentioned before: the children of Ha- 
baiah, the children of Koz, the children of Barzillat; 
how the latter came by this name, follows: which 
took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, 
and was called after their names this man married 

a woman that defcended from the famous Barzillai 
the Gileadite, in the times of David; and the prieft- 
hood being in difufe, and mean, and defpicable in 
Babylon, he chofe to take the name of his wife’s 
family, and pafs for a defcendant from that, and 
perhaps deftroyed, or at leaft neglected to take care 
of the genealogy of his own family. 

¥. 62. Thefe fought their regifter among thofe that 
were reckoned by genealogy, &c.| To find their 
names written and regiftered there; for the Fews 
kept public regifters of their priefts, their defcent, 
marriages, and offspring, that it might be known 
who were fit, and who not, to officiate as fuch: 
but they were not found ; their names were not there; 
nor any account taken of them: therefore were they, 
as polluted, put from the priefibood ; were not fuf- 
fered to attend at the altar, and offer facrifice, and 
enjoy the privileges belonging to that office. 

y¥. 63. And the Tirfoatha faid unto them, &c.] 

By whom Farchi underftands Nebemiah, and ob- 
ferves, that their Rabdins fay, he was fo. called, 
becaufe the wife men allowed him to drink the 
wine of the Gentiles, he being cup-bearer:to the 


king; but Aben Ezra, with greater probability, |fufficient to carry their goods or baggage; fo 
takes it to be a name of honour and grandeur|copies of the Vulgate Latin read 636 horfes*) 


in the Chaldee language, as a prince or governor ; 


and no doubt Zerubbabel is meant, the prince of|they came to the houfe of the Lord that is at 


acknowledge, that thefe were one of the five things 
wanting in the fecond temple ; it is all one, as the 
Talmudifis* exprefs it, as if it had been faid, until . 
the dead rife, or the Meffiah comes ; and who ‘is 
come, the true high-prieft, and with whom are-the 
true Urim and 7 bummim, lights and ‘perfections to 
the higheft degree, being full of grace and truth ; 
of the Urim and Thummim, fee the note on Exod. 
XXViii. 30. , 

¥. 64. The whole congregation togethers was 
42,360.] But the fums before given make no 
more, with Zerubbabel, and the 10 principal men, 
than 29,829, fo that there are more than 12,000 
wanting ; wherefore in anfwer to the: queftion; 
where are the 12,000 ? the Yews fay in their chro~ 
nology *, thefe are they of the other tribes, who 
fet up the altar on its bafes; and gave money to 
the mafons, ©. ch. iii. 1, 3, 7. this was a much 
larger number than were earried” captive; fee 
2 Kings xxiv. 14, 15. Fer. lii. 28, 29, 30. but not 
to be compared with the number that ¢amte out 
of Egypt, Exod. xii. 37. An Arabic writer» makes 
them 50,000, but wrongly. - - SF RE 

¥. 65. Befides their fervants and their maids, of 
whom there were 7337, &c.] This fhows, that the 
greater part. of thofe that returned were. of the 
poorer fort, fince there were fo few fervants that be 
longed unto them ; thefe came not inte the above 
account: and there were among them 200 finging 
men, and finging women, among the fervants, who 
were kept by perfons of figure for their pleafure and: 
recreation; fee Hcc/. ii. 8. for that thele were fuch 
as were employed in facred fervice, is not fo lear; 
efpecially the latter; though fome conclude it from 
1 Chron. xxv. 5,6. but rather they were fuch as 
were employed at marriages, feftivals, and fune- 
rals ;' though archi thinks they were ee | 
the returning captives, to make them chearful ; 
they travelled along, fee Jf Iv. 12. Peak 

¥. 66, 67. Their horfes were 736, their mules 
245, their camels 435, their affes 6720.) So that 
the far greateft part of them muft walk on foot, 
fince thefe can be thought to be little more tha 


‘ 


¥. 68. And fome of the chief of the fathers. 


the Fews, the fame with Shefbbazzar, ch. i. 8. ac-|lem, &c,]- That is, when they came to the: 


cording to Guffetius”, this office was the fame with|where it formerly ftood, and where were : 
that of the king’s commiffary ina province, dele-|ruins of it : offered freely for the boufe of Gos 
gated to carry his orders, make them known, and|/et i# up in its place; to rebuild itu ; 


fee them put in execution; and that this name] where it formerly ftood ; this they did befic 


Tirfoatha, is the fame with Tithrauftes in Elian * ;\free-will-offerings they brought with them 
but that feems to be not the title of an office, but|Badylon. | | a 


the, perfonal name of a man that was a chiliarch : 


¥. 69. They gave after their abil unto be 83, 


that they foould not eat of the moft holy things ; as|fure of the work, 61,000 drams of gold, 8zc.} 7 


of the fhew-bread, and thofe parts of the fin-offer-| Darcemons or Darics were a Perfian 


w Ebr. Comment. p. 809. 
Yoma, fol. 21. 2. 


. 2g. p- $6. 
Centraticty of Popith bibles, p. 295. 
n 2 


* Var. Hift. 1.1. ¢. 21. Vid. Corn. Nep. vit. Conon. 1.9. ¢.3- 
z-T. Bab. Sotah, fol. 48. 2. & Gloff. in Kiddufhin, fol. 60. 2, ~ * Seder 
> Abulpharag. Hift. Dynaft. dyn. 5. p. 82.) ° 
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Ch. iii. ¥.1—6. 


which, according to Brerewood*, was of the va- 
lue of fifteen fhillings of our money, and {fo this 
quantity of them amounted to 45,750 pounds ; but 
according to bifhopCumberland'they wer: of the va- 
lue of twenty fhillings and four pence of our money, 
and fo came to upwards of 61,000 pounds ; thefe 
every one, according to his ability, put into the 
common ftock or treafury for the work of building 
the temple ; the Vulgate Latin ™ reads 40,000: and 
5000 pound of filver; and.an Hebrew mina, or 
pound, being of our money feven pounds, ten fhil- 
lings, according to Brerewood", amounted to 
31,250 pounds ; but others ° reckoning a’ dram of 
gold at 10 fhillings, and a mina or pound of fil- 
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ver at 9 pounds, make the whole to amount only 
to 75,500 pounds of our money : ed 100 priefis 
Sarments ; which as they were laid up among trea- 
dds fo were neceffary for the fervice of the tea. 
ple. 

¥. 70. So the priefts and the Levites, and fome of 
the people, and the fingers, and the Nethinim, dwelt 
in their cities, 8&cc.| Which were affigned to thein 
out of the feveral tribes, and in which they or their 
forefathers had dwelt b-fore the captivity : and all 
Yrael in their cities ; as thofe of the tribes of Fu 
dab and Benjamin, fo of the other ten, as many as 


returned and joined thofé who were left in the 
land. 


P. Ill. 


ae chapter relates how that the people of|facrifices to the Lord, in hope that he would ap- 
Tjfraei returned from, captivity, gathered to/pear for them, and help them againft their ene- 


Ferufalem, and {et up the altar; where facrifices were|mies ; or rather, as fome render the words 2 


, tb" 


offered, ¥.1, 2, 3. and kept the feaft of taberna-|fear was upon them, &c. yet they were not deter- 
cles, and offered the facrifices of that, befides the}red from the work, worfhip, and fervice of God 


daily facrifice, and of other feftivals ; and contri- 
buted to the workmen that prepared for the build- 
ing of the temple, ¥. 4——7. and began it by lay- 
ing the foundation:.of it; which to {ome was mat- 


ter of joy, to others of grief, on different accounts, 
y¥. 8—13. 


y¥.1. And when the feventh month was come, 


and they offered burnt-offerings unto the Lord, even 
burnt-offerings, morning and evening ; the daily fa- 
crifice, as directed to Exod. xxix. 38, 39. 


4. They kept alfo the feaft of tabernacles, as it 


is written, &c.| According to the rules prefcribed 
for the obfervation of it in Lev. xxiii. 34—42. this 
began on the 15th day of the feventh month: avd 
offered the daily burnt-offerings by number, according 


&c.] The month Zi/ri, which anfwers to part of \to the cuftom, as the duty of every day required , for 
September and Oéfober , or when it was approaching *,\on all the eight days of the feaft; there was a cer- 


for before it was actually come fome following 
things were done, the people met, and an altar 
was built; for on the firft day of it facrifices wer. 
offered, ¥. 6. and the children of I/rael were in the 
cities ; their refpective cities, fettling their domettic 
affairs : the people gathered themfelves together as one 
man to Ferufalem, the thing was univerfal, and 
done with as much difpatch, as if only one man 
was concerned ; and it feems to denote as if they 
were under a divine impulfe, and came together, 
without any confultation, or knowledge of each 
other’s defigns, and without fummons, 

y.2. Then fiood up Fefoua the fon of Fozadak, 
&c.] Who was the high-prieft, and the proper per- 
fon to give the lead in the following work: and his 
brethren the priefts ; the common priefts, very fit 
tojoin him, and affift him init: and Zerubbabel, 
the fon of Shealtiel, the prince and governor of Yu- 
dab, whofe prefence was neceffary to give counte- 
nance to the work, and animate toit: and his bre- 

thren ; the princes-and heads of the people, parti- 
cularly thofe mentioned ch. ii. 2. and builded the al- 
tar of the God of Ijrael, the altar: of burnt- 
offering, gave orders for the building of it, and di- 
rections about it: to offer burnt-offerings thereon, as 
it is written in the law of Mofes the man of God; or 
prophet of God, as the Syriac verfion ; fee Lev. 
i, I-17. 


_¥. 3. And they fet the altar upon lis. bafes, &c.] 


Which might remain of the old altar; or the 
meaning is, that it was fixed’ and fettled on the 


tain number of facrifices fixed for every day ; and 
exactly according to the law concerning them did 


hey offer.them at this time; fee Numb. xxix. 
(2 38. 
¥. 5. And afterwards offered the continual burnt- 


offering, 8&c.| Not after the feaft of tabernacles, 
as if they then began to offer the daily facrifice; for - 
that they did as foon as the altar was fet up, and 
on the firft day of the month, y. 3, 6. rather the 
fenfe is, that after the daily burnt-offering of the 
morning, they offered the other facrifices peculiar 
to the feveral days of the feaft of talernacles 5 they 
never neglected that, yea always began with it ; all 
the reft were after it, and fo on other feftivals: 
both of the new moons, and of all the fet feafts of the 
Lord that were confecrated ; to the fervice of the 
Lord, ‘and the honour of his name, as every firft 
day of the month, and every other appointed fefti- 


val, they offered the facrifices appropriate to each ; 
but not to the neglect of that facrifice, and always 


after it sand of every one that willingly offered a free- 
will offering unto the Lord; thefe they were careful 
alfo to offer in their proper time. 


6. From the firft of the feventh month began 


they to offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord, &c.] And 


which day was not only a new moon, but a grand 
feftival, the feaft of blowing of trumpets, Lev. 
Xxiti.24, 25. and no doubt but they obierved the 
roth day of this month, with all che rites of it, ~ 
which ‘was the day of atonement, Lev. xxili. 
2732. but the foundation of the temple of the Lord 


fame fpot where it ftood ‘before: for fear was upon|was not yet laid , they began firft with facrifices, 
them, becaufe of the people of thofe countries; and|that having thereby given thanks to God for their 


‘therefore they haftened to ereét an altar, and offer|return to their own land, and for all the benefits 


_ * De pret. & ponder. vet. num, ch. iii. y. 
tus V. Lovains & MSS. in James ut fupra, 
? yy) cum appropinguaret, Pifcator, 


Vou. I, N* 4. 


1 Scripture-Weights & Meafures, ch. 4. p. 115. 
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they enjoyed; and made atonement for their fins in]of the temple of the Lord, &¢.] The mafons, whofe 
a typical way, they might be the more prepared and}work it was, ¥. 7. chey fet the priefis in their appa- 
fit for the work of building, ‘the temple ; or, tho’ |rel with trumpets , thele were fet in a proper place 
the foundation of it was not laid*, yet they ofiered|by the prince and the high-prieft, in their prieftly 
the above facrifices. garments, with trumpets in their hands to blow 
_¥.7. They gave money alfo to the mafons, and to\with, as the foundation was laying: and the Levites > 
the carpenters, &c.] To buy ftone and timber withthe fons of Aaph, with cymbals to praife the Lord, 
for the building of the temple: and meat and drink \after the ordinance of David king of Ifrael ; thefe 
and oil unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre;\were inftruments of brafs, and made a> tinkling 
which were more agreeable to them than money,}found, and were by the order of David; and the 
becaufe there was not plenty of fuch things in their{perfons that made ufe of thems and the fongs of 
country, as in the land of Jrael: to bring cedar-\praife they were played upon unto; all by hisap-- 
trees from Lebanon to the fea of Foppa , as they did] pointment, as weil as harps and pfalteries, which 
at the firft building of the temple by Solomon , they}might now be ufed, though not exprefled; fee 
cut down cedars at Lebanon, which belonged toj1 Chrom. xv. 16. and xxv. 1.° So the Meffe- 
them, and fent them by fea to Yoppa, the neareft|nians, when the walls of their city were raifed by 
fea-port to Ferufalem, about 40 miles from it ; fee] Epaminondas, and their houfes and temples erected, 
2 Chron. ii. 16. according to the grant that they bad| attended it with facrifices and prayer, and with pi- 
of Cyrus king of Perfia ; for Tyre and Zidon being} ping and finging °. ae 
under his dominion as well as Yudea, he notonly| y. 11. And they fang together by courfe; 8ec.] 
gave leave to the Fews to get cedar-wood from Le-|They fang by-turns in refponies, and anfwered one 
banon, but gave orders to the Zidonians and Ty-\another, as the word fignifies; when one company 
vians to furnifh them with it, paying a valuable}had performed’ their part, another took theirs : 
confideration for it; and fo fome * render the word, |in praifing and giving thanks to the Lord ; for re- 
according to the commandment of Cyrus. turning them to their own land, and giving them 
¥. 8. Now in the fecond year of their coming unto\opportunity, ability, and will, to fet about the re- 
the houfe of God at Feru/alem, &c.) The place)}buildingof the temple of the Lord, and reftoring 
where it formerly ftood; the ews feem to have fetjthe pure worfhip of God : becau/e he is good, for bis 
out from Babylon, in the {pring of the preceding| mercy endureth for ever towards I/rael ; which words 
year, as it was now of this; which to Yeru/a/em|are often repeated in Pf. cxxxvi, and which might 
was a journey of about four months, as Azra per-|be the pialm the. Levites now fung by refpontes : 
formed it, ch. vii. 9. but might take up longer|and all the people foouted with a great foout when they 
time for fuch a body of people to do it in, being|praifed the Lord; to exprefs their joy, inthe bef 
larger than that with him; wherefore after they}manner they could, on this folemn oceafion: de- 
had vifited their refpective cities, and fettled their|cau/e the foundation of the houfe of the Lord was 
affairs there, they came to Ferufalem on the 7th|/aid; which gave them hope the temple in due 
month, or September, and kept the feaft of Tader-\time would be rebuilt, and the fervice of it re+ 
uacles, andthen they returned to their cities again,|ftored ; fee Fob xxxviii. 6, 7. : 
the winter feafon being an improper ‘time tobegin} y.12. But many of the priefs and Levites, “and 
the building of the temple; having given money to} chief of the fathers, who were antient men, 8zc.} 
workmen to purchafe materials with, and no doubt|Seventy or eighty years of age : that had fee the 
left a fufficient number to clear away the rubbith,|jirfi houfe; the temple built by Solomon, as they 
and get things ready by the returning {pring to fet}very well might, fince then it had been deftroyed — 
about the work : iz the fecond month; the month|but 52 years ; for thé 70 years captivity are to 
Jjar, as Farchi obferves, anfwering to part of 4pril| be reckoned from the 4th of Yehoiakim when it be-. 
and May, having, as may be fuppofed, kept the}gan, and which was 18 years before the deftruétion 
paffover the month before: began Zerubbabel, thé\ of ‘the temple ; the beginning of the next claufe, 
Jon of Shealtiel, and Fefoua the fon of Fozadak , the| when in the foundation, according to the Hebrew 
prince, and the high prieft : and the remnant of their| accents, is to be connected with this, that bad feen 
brethren, the priefis and Levites, and all. they. that| the firft houfe ; not when firft founded, for that was ° 
were come out of the captivity unto Ferufalem, whofe| 500 years ago, but iz its foundation.; they faw it 
names and numbers are given in the preceding} {tanding upon its foundation, in all its glory, and fo 
chapter : and appointed the Levites from 20 years) the Septuagint verfion ; and we may read on, when 
old and upwards, tofet forward the work of the houfe\ this boufe was before their eyes, wept with a loud 
of ihe Lord ; to put men to work upon it, and di-| voice ; feeing what it was like to be by the founda-- 
rect them what to do, and urge them to attend)tion now laid, and was in their fight as nothing in 
clofely to it 5 ever fince Davia’s time the Levites|comparifon . of the former ; fee Hagg. ii. 3. but 
were employed at 20 years of age, when before not| Aden Ezra connects this claufe as wedo, when the 
till 30, or 25 5 fee 1 Chron, xxiii. 24. | foundation of this houfe was laid; not but that the 
¥.9. Then food Fefoua, with bis fous, &c.] Not\dimenfions of this houfe ftriétly taken were as 
Fefoua the high-prieft before-mentioned, but e-|large as the former; fee ch. vi. 3, 4. but not the 
foua the Levite, ch. ii. 40. and his brethren, Kad-\courts and appendages to it ; befides what might 
miel and bis fons, the fons of Fudab together ; the\affect them, there was no likelihood | of its bein 
fame with Hodaviab, ch. ii. 40. to fet forward the\fo richly decorated with gold and filver as the for- 
workmen in the houfe of God ; to give them orders to}mer temple, and many things would be wanting in 
begin and lay the foundation, and haften and ani-jit, as the Urim and Ihummim, &c. and a 
mate them to it: the fons of Henadad with their fons| fhouted aloud for jay , of the youn fort, who had __ 
and their brethren the Levites.; two of this man’s|never feen the grandeur of the firft temple, and 
fons are mentioned in Neb. ili. 18, 24. and x.g. | were highly delighted with the beginning of this, — 
y. 10. And when the builders laid the foundation) and the hope of feeing it finifhed. - . ae 
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they might have a claim to it as theirs, at leaft as 


fince they ought not to facrifice even to the Lord 


“fur, who brought us up bither.; to Samaria, from 


Vol, 5. p.203. Prideaux, p.175- 
So Dr, Lightfoot, Works, Vol. 1. p. 139. 


Chyiv. 3.17.2 '<. EZR & pat 
y. 13. So that-the people could not difcern the merous, the noife of fhouti: ere 
noife of the foout of joy, from the noife of the weeping noife of went ae rpg Seniaky gre 


: & 3 andic was heard farther, and 
of the people, &c.| That is, not clearly and diftinét- diftance appeared more diftinétly to be ete nico 


ly, they were fo mixed and confounded together, fhouting, that of weeping not reaching fo far ; 
and made fuch a jarring and difcord : for the people though Farchi is of opinion, that the noife of weep- 
houted with a loud fboout, and the noi,e was heard ing was heard farther than the noife df fhouting, 

o 


afar off; the fhouting being of young people,| which is not likely. 
whofe voice was ftrongeft, and they the moft nu- 


Cn pe ty: 


gis contents of this chapter are the offer the] »¥. 3. But Zerubbabel, and Fefbua, and thé rift of 
Samaritans made to the Jews, to affift them|the chief of the fathers, faid unto them, &c.}] The 
in building the temple, which having refufed, they| prince and ‘high-prieft, and chief of the people : 
gave them all the trouble they could, ¥. 1—6.|you have nothing to do with us, to build an houfe to our 
and a letter of theirs to drtaxerxes, king of Perfia,)God ; being neither of the fame nation, nor of the 
full of accufations of them, ¥. 7—16. and the}fame religion : but we ourfelves togetber will build 
anfwer of Artaxerxes to it, giving orders to.com-|to the Lord God of Ifrael , we and we only, who 
mand the ‘Yews to ceafe building the temple, y.}are together as one man, united in one body of 
17 22. which orders were accordingly executed, | people, and in the fame religious fentiments, being 
and the work ceafed till the 2d year ot Darius; y.| Ifraelites 3 we feparately, without admitting fran 
235 24. gers among us, will build a temple to the God of 
"bs ony Tfrael : as king Cyrus, the king of Perfia, hath com- 
¥.1. Now when the adverfaries of Fudab and\manded us ; thereby letting them Know that they 
Binjamin, &c | The Samaritans, as appears from acted by his authority, and the commiffion they had 
y. 2,10. beard that the children of the captivity ;| from him only “concerned themfelves, and not 
the Fews, who had been in captivity 70 years, and’ others. 
were juft come out of it, and ftill were not quite} ~-y. 4. Then the people of the land weaken-ad thé 
free, but under the jurifdiction and controul of the bands of the people of “Fudab, and troubled ‘them in 
king of Perfia: builded the temple unto the Lord God building ;| By threatening them, or by diffuading 
of Ijrael, that they were going about it; and had the workmen ftom going on, by endeavouring*to 
laid the foundation of it, which might foon come to hinder their having materials from the Tyrians and 
their ears, the diftance not being very great. ‘fo-| Zidonians, or money out of the king’s revenues to 
fepbus * fays they heard the found of the trumpets, bear the expences as ordered ; fee ch. vi. 4. U 
and came to know the meaning of it. . | yy. 5. And bired counfellors againft them, to fru- 
y. 2. Then they came to Lerrubbabel, and the chief ftrate their purpofe, &c.| Either to advife and per- 
of the fathers, &c.] Thefe they addrefied, as know- fuade the king of Perfia’s officers in thofe parts 
ing that if they could not prevail with them, they not to fupply them with money, or to influence 
could never fucceed in their defign; and thefe wete the great men at his court to get the edict revoked : 
no doubt the principal of the Samaritans that ap-' and this they did a// the days of Cyrus, Ring of Per- 
plied: and faid unto them, let us build with you, fia; who though the hearty friend and patron of 
that is, the temple, they propofed to join with the Jews, yet being engaged in wars abroad with 
them, ‘and affift them in it ; which propofal at firft the Lydians and Scythidus, and leaving his fon as 
fight might feem very agreeable and welcome, and vice-roy in his abfence, who was no friend unto 
would have been fo had they been fincere, but they |them, the work went on but flowly, attended with 
were not ; they hoped by getting among them, tojinterruptions and difcouragements : eves until the 
have fown difcord among them, and -difunited| reign of Darius, king of Perfia ; who was Darius 
them; and fo by thefe or other means to have re-| Hy/ta/pis, between whom and Cyrés were Cambyfes 
tarded the building ; or if it went forward, that/the fon of Cyrus, and Smerdis the impoftor, who 
pretended to be Smerdis,; the brother of Camby/es , 
a {pace of about 14 years. 
¥. 6. And inthe reign of Abafuerus, in the begin- 
ning of bis. reign, &c.| According to Farchi, this 
was Abafuerus the hufband of Effher ; but, as moft 
think *, was Camby/es, the fon and fucceffor of Cy- 
rus; fo Fofepbus* , who was an enemy tothe Egyp- 
tians 3 and fearing the Yews might take part with 
them, was no friend to them ; their enemies theré- 
fore took the advantage of the death of Cyrus, 
and the firft opportunity after Camby/es reigned 
in his ownright : and wrote they unto him an ac- 
cufation againft the inhabitants of Fudab and Feru- 
falem ; full of hatred and enmity, fpite and ma- 
lice, charging them as a turbulent, difobedient, and 
rebellious people. 
¥. 7. And in the days of Artaxerxes, &cc.| The 


to fet up their own idols in a part of it; the rea- 
fons they gave follow: for we feek your God as ye 
do , which was falfe, for they did not worfhip him 
alone, but with idols, nor, in the fame manner as 
the ews did: and we do facrifice unto bim , but 
even that could not recommend them to the Jews, 


himfelf, but at Ferufalem: there is a various read- 
ing here ; the textual reading is, we do not facrifice ; 
that is, to idols; the marginal reading is; we /a- 
crifice to him, which we follow ; Aben Ezra takes 
in both, perhaps moft rightly: we do uot facri- 
fice to any other, but to him; which was alfo 
falfe: fiuce the days of Efarhaddon, king of Af- 


Babylon, and other places; fee 2 Kings> xvii. 


“24. fame with dba/uerus, in the preceding verle ; and 
: i who 
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who alfo is Camby/es, which is his name in heathen 
authors, Artaxerxes being a common name to the 
kings of Perfia ; though fome ‘ think: this was 
Smerdis, the magician and impoftor, who was be- 
tween Cambyfes and Darius, but as he reigned but 
feven months, it is not very likely that he fhould 
be wrote unto, and an aniwer received from him>; 
befides he fent to every nation he ruled over®, 
and fo to the Yews, and proclaimed to them free- 
dom from tribute and the militia for three years, 
to ingratiate himfelf to them: wrote Bifblam, 


Mithredath, Tabeel, and the reft of their companions ; 


or his company ; for Yarchi thinks only one per- 
fon is meant; that Mithredath Tabeel is the name 
of one of the adverfaries of Fudeb , and that Bifb- 
Jam is an appellative, and fignifies that he wrote in 
peace, or in a way of faluration and greeting ; but 
they feem to be the names of governors in the ci- 
ties of Samaria under the king of Perfia ; thefe 
wrote to Artaxerxes, king of Perfia, inttigated by 
the Samaritans: and the writing of the letter was 
written in the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the 
Syrian tongue, or Chaldee, of which Ezra gives a 
copy in the Chaldee language; the meaning either 
is, that it was written both in Syriac letters and in 
the Syriae language 5 for fometimes words are writ- 
ten in one language and in the charaéter of another, 
as the Syria¢ is fometimes.written in Hebrew cha- 
racters, and the Hebrew in Roman; or elfe there 


was a poftfcript added to this letter, explaining 


fome things init, which alfo was written in the fame 
language: fome take " the word Nifbtevan, ren- 
dred written, to be the name of a province on the 
borders of the country beyond Euphrates, whofe 
figure and characters were in high efteem, and fit 
to write in to kings; but the words and language 
‘were Syrian, and needed interpretation. 

MB, 
Scribe, wrote a letter againft Ferufalem to Artaxerxes 
the king in this fort.| This means the fame letter 
as before; which, according to Farchi, was fent in 
the name of Afithredath Tabeel and his company, 
was indited by Rebum, matter of words or fenfe, 
and written by Shim/bai the {cribe, whom he makes 
to be a fon of Haman‘; but it was written rather in 
all their names. 

¥. 9. Then wrote Rebum the chancellor, and Shim- 
foai the [eribe, and the reft of their companions, &c.] 
Who all figned the letter; namely, the governors 
of the following nations ; the Dinaites, the Apbar- 
JSathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharfites, the Arche- 
vites, the Babylonians, the Sufanchites, the Deba- 
wites, and the Elamites ; which were colonies from 
feveral parts of Chaldea, Media, and Perfia, and 
were fettled in the feveral cities of Samaria, as feve- 
ral of their names plainly fhew, as from Perfa, 
Arech, Babylon, Shufhan, and Elimais; fome ac- 
count for them all, but with uncertainty ; accord- 


ing to R. Fofe*, thefe were the Samaritans who firft 


were fent out of five nations, to whom the king of 
Afpria added four more, which together make the 
nine here mentioned, fee 2 Kings xvii. 24. 


¥. 10. And the reft of the nations whom the great) 


~ and noble Afnapper brought over, &c.] The river 
Euphrates: and-fet in the cities of Samaria ; placed 
there in the room of the J/raelites carried captive ; 
this 4/napper was, according to Farchi and others ', 


¥ Prideaux’s Connect. par. 1. 
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Sennacherib , but with Grotius, Salmanefer ; rather he 
was Efarbaddon, the fon of the former, and 
fon of the latter; fo Dr. Prideaux™,; tho 
might be only fome commander of the A/fyria 
monarch, who carried them over by his orders: 
and the reft that are on this fide the river ; the river 
Euphrates: and at fuch a time ; which may refpect 


the date of the letter, which, no doubt, was ex- 


prefied, though not here given; or this, as fome 
think, was the fame with our &c. fomething fol- 
lowing, unto king Artaxerxes greeting, or fome- 
thing like that; thoagh Dawid de Pomis™ takes it 
to be the general name of the people beyond the 
river. i 

y¥. 13. This is the copy of the letter they fent anto 
kim, even unto Artaxerxes the king, &c.)| Which 
Ezra brought with him from Bedylon, and is con- 
tained in the five following verfes: thy fervants the 
men on this fide the river, and at fuch a time, this 
was the infcription of the letter, or the beginning 
of it. 

y. 12. Be it known unto the king, &c.] Thein- 
tent of this letter was, that it might-be known to 
the king what follows: that the Fews which came 
up from thee to us, are come unto Jerufalem,; this 
‘they obferve partly out of contempt of the Fews, 
having been lately captive in Babylom, and partly 
to infinuate what ingratitude they were guilty of ; 
that having got their liberty, and come to Jeru/a- 
lem, they made ufe of it to the king’s detriment : 
building the rebellious and the bad city; as they fug- 
geft it had been to kings, even his predeceffors, in 
former times, y. 15. and have fet up-the walls 
thereof, and joined the foundations, which was a 
falfhood ; for the moft they had done was fetting 
up the walls of their houfes in Ferufalem, and lay- 
ing the foundation of the temple; as for the walls 
of the city, they had not as yet done any thing 
unto them. c 

¥. 13. Be it known now unto the king, 8c.} 
And let it be ferioufly and thoroughly confidered 
by him and his counfellors: that if this city be 
builded, and its walls fet up again, then wall they 
not pay toll, tribute, and cufiom; being able to de- 
fend themfelves againft the king’s forces, fent to 
reduce them to their obedience; thefe three words 
take in all forts of taxes and levies ‘on perfons, 
goods, and merchandize: and fo thou fhalt enda- 
mage the revenue of the kings; not only his own, 
but his fucceffors; this they thought would be a 
very ftriking and powerful argument with him. 

_¥. 14. Now becaufe we have maintenance from 
the king’s palace, &c.] Have pofts under the king, 
to which falaries were annexed, by which they we 
fupported, and which they had from the Be 


have we fent and certified the king, of the tt 
what is before related; and for the further con 


mation of it, refer him to the antient records | the 
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¥.15. That fearch may be made in the book of 
the records of thy fathers, &c.) Thatis, his pre- 
deceffors in the Bavylontan monarchy; though, as 
the Afedes and Perfians were included in that, and 
joined the Hadylonians in their wars with others, 
and particularly with the Yews; the records of the 
Medes and Perfians might alfo be applied to: /o 
foalt thou find in the book of the records, and know, 
that this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they have moved fedi- 
tion within the fame of old time, againft the king 
of Babylon, particularly in the times of Feboiakim 
and Zedekiah: for which caufe was this city deftroyed ; 
as it was by Nebuchadnezzar; fee 2 Kings xxiv. 1. 
20. and xxv. 1. 9. 

y¥. 16. We certify the king, that if this city be 
builded again, and the walls thereof fet up, &c.] 
As it formerly was, and now attempted, as they 
fuggeft : dy this means thou fhalt have no portion on 
this fide the river; the river Euphrates; intimating 
that the Jews would not only fhake off his yoke, 
and refufe to pay tribute themfelves, but would 
feize on all his dominions on that fide the river, 
and annex them to their own. 

y¥. 17. Then fent the king an anfwer unto Rebum 
the chancellor, and to Shimfhai the feribe, &c.] 
This affair, upon -gxamination, being found to be 
of importance, the king of -Perfia thought fit to 
fend an anfwer to the above letter, which was do- 
ing them an honour, and gave them the power and 
authority they wifhed to have: and to the reft of 
their companions that dwelt in Samaria, in the king- 
dom, province, and cities of Samaria: and unto 
the reft beyond the river, the river Euphrates, the 
reft of the nations before-mentioned, ¥. 9, 10. 
Peace, and at fuch a time, that is, all health and 
profperity, ec. 

y. 18. The letter which ye fent unto us, &c.] 
The plural number is ufed, being now become 
courtly for kings thus to fpeak of themfelves: ath 
been plainly read before me by fuch that underftood 
both the Syrian and Perfian languages; the letter 
was written in the Syrian language, and the king 
being a Perfian, it was neceflary it fhould be inter- 
preted and explained to him. 

y. 19. And I commanded, and fearch hath been 
. made, &c.| In the records of his predeceffors, 
whether Chaldeans or Perfians : and it is found, that 
this city of old time hath made infurrettion againft 
kings, and that rebellion and fedition have been made 
therein; and yet this could not be carried higher 
than to the times of Zedekiab and Feboiakim, as 
before obferved, which was not 100 years ago, 
unlefs the rebellion of Hezekiah againft the king of 
Affria could be thought to be in thefe records, 
2 Kings xviii. 7. and yet from hence it is concluded, 
as if in ages paft they had been guilty of rebellion 
and fedition, and even always. : 

y. 20. There have been mighty kings alfo over Fe- 
rufalem, which have ruled over all countries beyond 
the river, &c.) As David and Solomon; and the| Hy/ta/pis, who fucceeded Camby/es the fon of Cyrus, 
account of thefe they had in their records, fee 2 Sam. |there being only between, the fhort ufurpation of 
viii. 1 Kings iv.21.24. and toll, tribute, and cuf-) Smerdis for feven months. 
tom was paid unto them as appears from the places 


referred to; and this ferved to ftrengthen the infis 
nuation made to the king, that if theie people were 
fuffered to go on building, he would lofe his tri- 
bute and taxes in thofe parts. 

¥. 24. Give ye now commandment to caujfe thefe 
men to ceafe, &c.} From building: aad that this 
city be not builded, until another commandment foall 
be given from mes he might fufpect that this cafe, 
in all its circumftances, was not truly ftated, and 
that hereafter he might fee reafon to recede frorn 
the prefent orders he gave ; and the rather, as by 
fearching, and perhaps on his own Knowledge, mutt 
have obferved, that his father Cyrus had fhewn fa- 
vour to the Hews, and had not only fet them at li+ 
berty, but had encouraged them to rebuild their 
temple; which might be what they were abour, 
and was the cafe, and nothing elfe, except their 
houfes to-dwell in. 

¥. 22. Take heed now that ye fail not to do this, 
&c.] To put his orders into execution, and at 
once, without any lofs of time, oblige the Jews to 
defift from rebuilding the walls of their city, which 
he was told they were doing, though a great falfe- 
hood: why foould damage grow to the burt of the 
kings? of him and his fucceflors, to be deprived of 
their toll, tribute, and cuftoms, and to have in- 
furrections, mutinies, and rebellions in the domi- 
nions belonging to them. 

¥. 23. Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes let- 
ter was read before Rebum, and Shimjbai the fcribe, 
and their companions, &c.] By him or them. to 
whom it was particularly directed: they went up in 
hafte to Ferufalem unto the Jews; not only in obe- 
dience to the king’s command, but from an eager- 
nefs of fpirit to put a {top to the proceedings ‘of the 
Jews, to whom they had an averfion, inftigated 
by the Samaritans: and made them to ceafe by force 
and power; from going on with the building of 
the temple, which they reckoned a part of the city, 
and within their commiffion; this they did by 
fhewing the power and authority they had under 
the king’s hand, and by the forces they brought 
with them to compel them to it, fhould they refufe 
to obey ; or however, they threatened them highly 
what they would do, if they did not defift. 

¥. 24. Then ceafed the work of the boufe of God, 
which is at Ferufalem, &c.}. How far they had 
proceeded is not faid, whether any farther than 
laying the foundation of it; though probably, by 
this time, it might be carried to fome little height ; 
however, upon this it was difcontinued : /o it ceafed 
unto the fecond year of the reign of Darius king of 
Perfia; not Darius Notbus, as fome think, for 
from the firft of Cyrus to the fixth of his reign, 
when the temple was finifhed, was upwards of 100 
years; yea, according to fome, about 140 ; which 
would carry the age of Zerubbabel, who both laid 
the foundation of the temple, and finifhed it, and 
the age of thofe who faw the firft temple, to a 
length that is not probable; but this was Darius 
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HIS chapter relates, how that the people of the contrary from the deputy-governors of the king 

the Yews were ftirred up by the prophecies of| of Perfia ; nor could the prefent ones caufe them to 
Haggai and Zechariah to fet about the building of|ceafe from it; though it mutt be owned they be- 
the temple again, notwithftanding the orders tojhaved towards them in a better manner than the 
Vou. Wl. N°. 4. E’e former 


former ones did, ¥. 15. and who, upon the an- 
fwers received from the Yews, wrote a letter to 
Darius, to know the truth of things; and in 


which they feem to ftate fairly the cafe of the Fews, 
as they had it from them, fo far as they underftood 


it, y. 6—17. 


106 


y. 1. Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and 
Zechariah the fon of Iddo, &c.} The grandfon of 
Iddo , for he was the fon of Barachiah, Zech. i. 1. 
prophefied unto the Fews that were in Fudab and Fe- 
rufalem, in the name of the God of I/rael, this they 
both did in the fecond year of Darius ; the one be- 
gan in the fixth month, and the other in the eighth 
month of the year, Hag. i. 1. Zech. i. 1. even unto 
thems; or againft them, as De Dieu , reproving them 
for their floth and neglect of building the temple, 
when they were careful enough to raife up goodly 
houfes for themfelves to dwell in; and for being in- 
timidated by the command of the king of Perfa, 
which only forbid the building of the city, that is, 
the walls of it, but not the temple any more than 
their own houfes; and befides, there was now a 
new king, from whom they had not fo much to 
fear. 
y. 2. Then rofe up Zerubbabel the fon. of Shealiiel, 
and Fefhua the fon of Fozadak, &c.) Whole fpi- 
rits were ftirred up and quickened by the miniftry 
of the prophets, the Lord accompanying it by his 
fpirit, Hag. i. 12.14. and began to build the houfe 
of God which is\at Ferufalem, to go on with the 
building of its for they had laid the foundation 
before, and perhaps had carried it up to fome little 
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the next claufe may be read without an interroga- 
tion, and the fenfe be, that they told them not 


only that they acted according to an edict of Cyrus 


king of Perfia, for this was faid, as appears from 
¥. 13, but they declared what were the names of 
the men that did make this building , or employed them 
in it, namely, Zerubsabel, ‘fefoua, and the chief 
men of the Fews ; they made no fcruple of telling 
them who they were; neither afhamed of their 


mafters nor of their work, nor afraid of any ill - 


confequences following hereon. : 
¥. 5. But the eye of their God was upon the elders 
of the Fews, &c] He in his providence looked 


favourably at them, fmiled upon them, encouraged — 


them. in the work by his good {pirit, and by the 


prophets, and gave them fucceis, and protected 


and defended them, fee 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Zech. iii. 
g. and iv. 10. that they could not caufe them to céafe, 
till the matter came to Darius, they were not inti- 
midated by what the governour and thofe with him 
faid to them, but went on in their work; nor 


did the governor attempt to interrupt them, they - 


having referred him and their caufe to Darius for 
the truth of what they had faid, and for farther in- 
formation from him: and then they returned anfwer 
by letter concerning this matter ; that is, Tatnai and 
thofe with him fent a letter to Darius about this 
affair, to which they had an anfwer, which are 
both related in this and the following chapters, ~ 
¥. 6. The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor 
on this fide the river, and Shethar-boznai, and bis 
companions the Apbarfachites, which were on this 


height at leaft, before they ceafed from it, ch, ii. |/de the river, &c.| Which is thought by fome to 


10. and with them were the prophets of God helping 
them; with words of counfel, comfort, and exhor- 
tation, directing and encouraging them, and pro- 
mifing them protection and fuccefs; thefe are the 
prophets before named. 

Vv. 3. At the fame time came to them Tatnai, go- 
vernor on this fide the river, and Shethar-boznai, 
and their companions, &c.| Thefe were new go- 
vernors and officers under the king of Perfa in 
thofe parts, the old ones, Rehum, Shim/bai, &ec. 

eing either dead, or removed upon this new king 


be one of the nations mentioned, ch. iy. 9. the 
name being pretty near alike to two of them; but 
perhaps might be a diftinét colony in thofe parts 
Tatnai was governor of: thefe feut unto Darius the 
king ; and is as follows. 

y¥. 7. They fent a letter unto him, wherein was 
written thus, &c.] Or this was the infeription of 
it: Unto Darius the king, all peace; withing him 
all kind of happinefs and profperity. 

¥. 8. Be it known unto the king, 8&c.| This 
feems to have been the ufual form of beginning a 


coming to the throne: thefe came to the Fews, and| letter to a king in thofe days, ch. iv. 12. that wa 


faid thus unto them, Who hath commanded you to went into the province of Fudea, which froma . 


build this houfe, and to make up this wall? for it\ kingdom was reduced to a province, and was be- 
feems by this time they had raifed up the walls of| come a part of the Babylonian, now Perfian, mo- 


the temple from its foundation to fome height ; for 
of thefe it muft be underftood, fee ¥. 8. 9. for it 
can hardly be thought they were as yet inclofing it 
with a wall round about it; now they afked them 
by what authority they did this ? who fet them to 
work ? and what were their names? for that this 
queftion was afked, though not here exprefied, is 
clear from y¥. 10. and to which an anfwer is given 
in the next verfe. 

¥.4. Then faid we unto them after this manner, &c.} 
In anfwer to theis queftions; namely, Ezra and other 
“Yews replied; for though Ezra is faid after this to 
come from Badylon in the 7th year of Artaxerxes, he 
might go thither on fome bufinefs, and then return 
again at that time ; fome indeed think thefe are} 
the words of Tatzai and thofe with him; fo Ben 
Melech, which feems to.be favoured by ¥, 10. and 
by reading the words-with an interrogation, as we 
doy Aben Ezra {ays they are either the words of 
the builders, or of the fcribes, the fecretaries that 
came to queftion them ; but they are the words of 
the former, as order requires, or otherwife no an- 


4 So David de Pomis, Tzemach David, fol. 15. 3. 


narchy, fee ch. ii. 1. to the houfe of the great God; 
as the ‘Fews called the Lord their God ; and even 
the heathens had a notion that there was one fu- 
preme God, though they worfhipped inferior ones 3 
and fome had a notion that Febovab the God of the 
Jews was he: which is builded with great floness 
marble ftones, as Yarchi %, flones of rolling, as it 
may be rendered; which, according to Aben Ezra, 
were fo large and heavy, that they could not be 
carried, but were obliged to roll them: and timber 


is laid in the walls; cedar wood, as Aben Ezra in- - 
terprets it, for beams, for flooring and raftering; or | 


rather, is put upon the walls, for the lining 


wainfcotting of them, which was done with cedar-. 
wood : and this work goeth fajft on, and profpereth 


in their hands; and unlefs timely prevented, will. 
foon be ‘finifhed. 2 +2 

¥. 9. Then afked we thofe elders, &c.| The 
ders of the province of Fudea ; the chief men of it ¢ 


Ch. v.¥.1—10, : 


‘fwer would be returned, at leaft as exprefied ; and 


a, 


Who commanded you to build this houfe, and to make 


up thefe walls ? fee ¥. 3. : 
¥. 10. We afked their names alfo, &e.) — 


M 
fe 
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Ch.v. y. ti 3T7. E Z 
names of the elders, thofe that et men about this 
work : to certify that we might write the names of 
tie men that were the chief of them, take the names 
of them in writing, that they might with certainty 
acquaint the king who they were, and that if it 
was neceffary they might “be called to an account 
for what they were doing. 

¥. 11. And thus they returned us anfwer, Sec.) 
To the purpofe and in the manner following : /ay- 
ing, We are the fervants of the God of heaven and 
earth, fignifying that they were doing his work, 
in obedience to his will, and to whom they were 
accountable: and build the houfe that was builded 
thefe many years ago; even 500 years ago, or there- 
about; fo that they were not erecting a building 
where there was none before, but were rebuilding 
what was in ruins: which @ great king of Ifrael 
builded and fet up; king Solomon, who was a great 
King for wifdom, honour, riches, peace, profpe- 
rity, and extent of his kingdom. 

¥. 12, But after that our fathers bad provoked 
the God of heaven unto wrath, &c.] By their ido- 
latries ; which accounts for it, how it was that they 
who were the fervants of the great God of heaven 
and earth, and this temple built for the honour of 
his name, were not preferved by him; but they 
were carried captive,and this houfe left defolate: 
it was for their fins for which Je (God) gave them 
into the band of Nebuchadnézzar the king of Babylon 
the Chaldean, who deftroyed this boufe, and carried 
the people away into Babylon; fee 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
19, 20. 

os 13. But in the firft year of Cyrus the king of 

Babylon, &c.] That is, the firtt year he was king 
of Babylon, having taken it, otherwife he was king 
of Perfia many years before: the fame king Cyrus 
made a decree to build this houfe of God, fee ch. i. bs 
2, 35 4- 


¥. 14,15. And the veffels alfo of old'and filver of | fare either way, as he thought fit, 


CHA 


ARIUS, on receiving the letter from his offi- 


cers in Samaria, fearched for the decree of 


Cyrus, and found it, and which he confirmed, y. 
1—7. and made a frefh decree,.and ordered ex- 
pences to be given out of his tribute for the build- 
ing of the temple, and for the facrifices of it; and 
that whofoever altered it fhould be hanged on the 
timber of his own houfe, and imprecated a curfe on 
thofe that fhould deftroy the houfe of God, ¥. 
8—12. upon which the building went on, and was 
finifhed, ¥. 13, 14,15. andthe temple was dedicated 
to God in afolemn manner, ¥. 16, 17, 18. and the 
paflover was kept by all the people, y¥. 1g —22. 


¥. 1, Then Darius the king made a decree, &c.] 
To make enquiry after the edi& of Cyrus, to fearch 
the public records for it: aud fearch was made in 
the houfe of the rolls; or books*, ina public library 
or mufeum : where the treafures were laid up in Ba- 
dylon, where things of worth and value were repo- 
fited ; notonly gold, filver, jewels, and precious ftones, 
and things rare and curious, but all forts of writings 

‘relating to the monarchy and the dominions belong- 
ing toit; but it feems it could not be found here, and 
therefore the king ordered {earch to be madeelfewhere. 
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the hotife of God, 8c.) Of which, and of what is 
faid concerning them, and particularly of the deli- 
very of them to Shebbazzar, whom Cyrus made 
governor of ‘Fudab, and ordered-him to carry them 
to Ferufalem, and build the temple there, and put 
them in it, fee ch. i, grr, 

¥. 16. Then came the Jame Shefobazzar, and laid 
the foundation of the bouje of God which is in Feru- 
Jalem, &c.] Which makes it clear, that by She/b- 
bazzar is meant Zerubbabel, for he it was that laid 
the foundation of the temple, or at leaft by whofe 
order it was laid, fee Zech. iv. 9. and fince that 
time even until now, from the rift of Cyrus to'the 
2d of Darius, a {pace of about 18 years, and juft 
70 from the deftruétion of the temple: bath it 
been in building, and yet sf is not jinifbed ; the work 
going on flowly, not without interruption and in+ 
termiffion, through the enmity of the Samaritans 
unto them, who had made falfe reprefentations of 
them; but thefe men, Tatnai and thofe with him, 
as the Fews gave them a very particular account of 
things, as above, fo they fairly and fully related 
them in this their letter to the king. 

¥. 17. Now therefore, if it feem good to the king, 
let there be fearch nade in the king’s treafure-houfe, 
which is there at Babylon, &c.] Where were the 
archives of the kingdom, where the laws, decrees, 
edicts, and proclamations, and other things relating 
tothe ftate were laid up, that recourfe might be 
had to them upon occafion : 


whether it be fo, thet 
@ decree was made of Cyrus the king, to build this 


houfe of God at Ferufalem 5 which the ¥ews affirmed 
was made by him, and upon which they proceed- 
ed: and let the king fend bis plesfure tous concerning 
this matter whether the Fews fhould be allowed to 
go on with the building of their temple, and finith 
it, or whether they fhould be reftrained from ics 
fignifying they were ready to do his will and plea« 
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¥. 2. And there was fonud at Achmetha, 826.) 
Which Farchi and Aben Ezra take to be the namé 
of a veflel in which Jetters and writings were put 
for fafety ; but it was no doubt the name of a 
place ; the Vulgate Latin verfion has it Ecbatana ; 
amd fo Fofephus* ; which was the name of a city in 
Media, where the kings of that country had their 
refidence in the fummer-time *; for it has its name 
from heat"; the Perfian kings dwelr at Shijfhan ir 
the winter, and at Echatana in the fummer * ; 
hence they are compared by ian * to cranes, birds 
of paffage, becaufe of their going to and from the 
above places: in the palace that is in the province of 
the Medes, here was found a rol/ 3 wWhich- was the 
decree of Cyrus, which perhaps he took with him 
when he went thither: and therein was a record thus 
written; as follows. 

¥. 3. In the firft year of Cyrus the king, the fame 
Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the houfe of 
God at ferufalem, Let the houfe be builded, Sec. } 
See chei. r—4, Jf xliv. 28. the place where thiy 
offered facrifices ; to God in times paft, ever fince it 
was built by Solomon: and let the foundations thereof 
be fivongly laid, {o as to bear and fupport the build- 
ing erected on them, as the word fignifies : she 

: height 
V.L. in bibliotheca librorum, Tigurine verfion; in domo li- 


6. * Cartius, 1.5. c.'8. Vids Alex, ab Alex. Genial, 
» Athen. Deipnofophilt. 1.12. c. 1, * De Anis 
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an hucktter, ‘as Camby/es had the name of Lord, ° 
and Cyrus that of father ; the fame writer gives an 
account of the feveral nations he received it from, — 
and the particular fums, which in all amounted to 
14,560 Eudoic talents of gold; among whom are 
mentioned all Phenicia and Syria, called Palefine, 
the tribute of which parts is the tribute beyond the 
river here referred to: and this king was well dif- 
pofed to the Yewi/a nation, temple, and worthip 
before he was king, if what Fo/ephus * fays is 
true, that while a private man, he vowed to God, 
that if he fhould be king, he would fend all the 
facred veffels that were in Babylon to the temple at 
Ferufalem: and out of the above tribute, it is or- 
dered, that forthwith expences be given unto thefe 
men, thgt they be not hindered, from going on with 
the building, for want of money to buy materials, 
and pay the workmen. 
¥..9. And that which they have need of, both soung 
bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt-offerings 
of the God of heaven, &c.] All which were ufed' 
for burnt-offerings, fee Lev. i. wheat, falt, wine, 
and oil ; wheat, or fine flour, for the Minchab or 
meat-offering; felt, for every offering ; wine, for 
the drink-offerings ; and o7/, to be put upon the 
meat-offerings, fee Lev. 2. according to the appoint- 
meyt of the priefis which are at Ferufalam, Jet it be 
given them day by day without fail, for the daily 
facrifice, and the meat and drink-offerings which at- 
tended it, Exod. xxix. 38—4t. 
¥. 10. That they may offer facrifices of feet fa- 
vours unto the God of heaven, &c.|] Such as will 
be acceptable to him, Gen. viii. 21. and pray for 
the life of the king, and of bis jons; prayer being 
wont to be made at the time of the morning and 
evening-incenfe; and the Yews uled to pray for 
other people befides themfelves, and efpeciall 
when defired, and particularly for kings and civil 
magiftrates, to whom they were fubject, fee! Fer. 
XXix. 7. 1 Tim. ii 1,2. the fons of Darius Hyftaf- 
pis, for whofe life, as well as his own, he would 
have prayer made, were, according to Herodotus *, 
three by his firft wife, the daughter of Gobryas, 
before he began to reign, the eldeft of which was 
Artobazanes ,; which fons muft be hére meant, 
fince this was towards the beginning of his reign ; 
he had afterwards four more by 4¢o/Ja the daughter 
of Cyrus, the eldeft of which was Xerxes, who fuc- 
ceeded him: many of the heathens had an high 
opinion of the God of the Fews, and of their 
prayers to him for them; even the emperor Fulian * 
{tiles him the beft of all the Gods, and defired the 
| Fews to pray to him for the welfare of his king- 
dom ; nor need it feem ftrange that Darius fhould 


height thereof 60 cubits; which were 30 more than 
the height of So/omon’s temple, 1 Kings vi. 2. tho” 
60 lefs than the height of the porch, which was 
120, 2 Chron. iii. 4. and which fome take to 
be the heighth of the whole houfe’; and hence it 
may be obferved what Herod faid’, that the tem- 
ple then in being wanted 60 cubits in height of that 
of Solomon’s: and the breadth thereof 60 cubits; 
whereas the breadth of So/omon’s temple was but 20, 
1 Kings vi. 2. but fince it cannot reafonably be 
thought that the breadth fhould be equal to the 
height, and fo very difproportionate to Solomon’s 
temple ; many learned men underftand this of the 
extenfion of it as to length, which exactly agrees 
with the length of the former temple, 1 Kings vi. 
24 
y. 4. With three rows of great flones, &c.) 
Which archi interprets of the walls of it, and 
thefe ftones of marble ; and fo Ben Melech: and a 
' row of new timber, of cedar wood upon the rows 
of ftone, fee 1 Kings vi. 36. or for the lining and 
wainfcotting the walls: and let the expences be given 
out of the king’s boufe, treafury, or exchequer ; but 
it does not appear that this part of the decree was 
obferved, at leaft hitherto; but the Zews built at 
their own expence, and perhaps did not exactly ob- 
ferve the directions given as to the dimenfions of 
the houfe. 

¥.5. And alfo let the golden and filver veffels, 
&c.} See ch. i. 7--11. and which confirms what 
the Fews faid to Tatnai, ch. v. 14, 15. 

y. 6. Now therefore Tatnai, governor beyond the 
river, &c.] The river Euphrates, that fide of it 
towards the land of. I/rael; Fofepbus* calls this 
man, mafter of the horfe: Shethar-boznai, and your 
companions the Apharfachites, which are beyond the 
river, be ye far from thence, keep at a diftance from 
the ews, and give them no difturbance, nor in- 
terrupt them in their work of building of the tem- 
ple, but mind your own bufinefs and government, 

¥. 7. Let the work of this boufe of God alone, 

‘&c.] Suffer them to go on with it, and don’t 
hinder them, it looks, by thefe expreffions, as if 
he had fome fufpicion or hint given him, that they 
were inclined to moleft them, or that there were 

‘ fome that ftirred them up to it, and were defirous 
of it: Jet the governor of the Fews, and the elders of 
the fews, build this boufeof God in his place; where 
it formerly ftood; that is, goon with the building 
of it. 

y. 8. Moreover, I make a decree, what: ye fhall 
do to the elders of thefe Fews, for the building of this 
houfe of God, &c.} This muft be confidered as 
an additional decree of Darius, which was pecu- 
liarly made by him, in which more was granted in] defire the fame, fince he was a devout prince; his 
favour of the Jews, and as an encouragement to] father Hy/fa/pes is fuppofed by fome to be the fame 
them to go on with the building of the temple ;| that was one of the moft famous among the Per-_ - 
though Fo/ephus * fays, this is no other than a con-| /ian Magi, or minifters in facred things ; and Darius 
firmation of the decree of Cyrus; for, according to] himfelf had fo great a veneration for the men of that 
him, all that is here granted to them, or threaten-] facred order, that he commanded that it fhould be 
ed to others, from hence to the end of ¥. 12. was} put upon his fepulchral monument, that he was 
contained in the decree: shat of the king’s goods,| matter of the Magi‘; and by his familiarity with the 
‘even of the tribute beyond the river ; what was col-| priefts of Egypt, and learning their divinity, had 
Jected out of his dominions on that fide the river] the honour, whilft alive, to have deity afcribed to 
Euphrates, towards the land of J/rael: according] him ®. oo, 
to Herodotus*, this Darius was the firft of the} y. 11. Alfo 1 have made a decree, that whofoever — 
kings of Perfia that exacted tribute ; under Cyrus|fhall alter this word, &c.] A& contrary to this 
and Cambyfes only prefents were brought; but he} command, will not obey it, but as much as in him 
impofed a tribute, and was therefore called xamnaos,| lies changes and revokes it: /et timber be pulled 
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down from his houfe, and being set up, let him be 
banged thereon that is, let a beam be taken from 
it, and a gallows or gibbet made of it, and hang 
him on it: and let bis houfe be made a dunghil for 
this ; be pulled down, and never rebuilt more, fee 
the note on Daz. iii. 2. 9. . 

v.12. And the God that hath caufed his name to 
dwell there, &c.) Whofe name is not only called 
upon there, and that called by his name; but who 
grants his prefence, and caufes his Shekinah, or di- 
vine majefty, to dwell there, as in Solomon’s tem- 
ple, which Darius had fome knowledge of : deffroy 
all kings and people; \et them be who they will, 
high or low: that fhall put to their band to alter and 
to defirey this houfe of God, which is at Ferufalem, 
this he faid to deter from hindering the building of 
it now, and from attempting to deftroy it hereafter : 
I Darius have made a decree, let it be done with 
Speed be carried immediately into execution, efpe- 
cially with refpect to the difburfement for the build- 
ing of the temple, and for the facrifices of it. 

¥. 13. Then Tatnai, governor on this fide the 
river, Shethar-boznai, and their companions, &c.] 
Having received and read the above letter: accord- 
ing to that which Darius the king had fent, fo they 
did /peedily , acquainted the ews with what the king 
had written; were fo far from hindering the work 
going forward, that they encouraged it ; and made 
difburfements to them out of the king’s tribute, 
and furnifhed them with every thing neceffary for 
facrifice; and this they did immediately, without 
delay. 

y. 14. And the elders of the Fews builded, &c.] 
Went on with the building of the temple: and they 
profpered through the prophefying of Haggai the pro- 
phet, and Zechariah the fon of Iddo, or grand{on, 
as before; being animated and encouraged by them; 
and as they foretold and promifed it would be, fo 
it was; they had fuccefs in their work, the Lord 
over-ruling the heart of Darius the king and his 
council in their favour: and they builded, and finifb- 
ed it; that is, the temple: according to the com- 
mandment of the God of Ijrael; by the above pro- 
phets, who fpoke to them, and prophefied in his 
name: and according to the commandment of Cyrus, 
and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Perfia; the 
commandment of Cyrus is in ch. i. 1. that of Da- 
rius in this, ¥. 8. but who Artaxerxes is, and his 
commandment, is not eafy to fay; he cannot be 
the Artaxerxes between Cyrus and Darius, but one 
that followed the latter; befides, he was a hin- 
derer of the building, ch. iv. 21—24. fome think 
this was Xerxes the ton and fucceffor of Darius, 
ang who might be partner with his father in the 
empire at this time, and fo is joined with him in 
this commandment; which is more probable, than 
that he fhould be his grandfon Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus, in whofe reign the temple, it is fuppofed, 
was beautified and ornamented, though the exterior 
building of it was before finifhed ; and fo he ‘is 
fpoken of by anticipation ; and ftill more plaufible, 
than that he fhould be, with others, Artaxerxes 
Mnuemon, the fon of Darius Nothus; but after all, 
Tam moft inclined to think with Aben Ezra, that 
he is Darius himfelf ; and the words to be read, 
‘Darius, that is, Artaxerxes king of Perfia, Arta- 
xerues being, as he obferves, a common name of 
the kings of Perfia, as Pharaoh was of the kings of 
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F gypt ; though this is by fome rejected *; and who 
goes by this name in the continuance of this hif- 
tory, in whofe feventh year, the year after this, 
Ezra went up to Ferufalem, and in the 20th of his 
reign, Nebemiah, ch. vii. 1—7. Neb ii. 1, and I 
find Dr, Lightfoot * was of the fame mind; and 
according to Diodorus Siculus *, the kings of Perfia 
were called by the name of Artawerxes after Mue- 
mon; and fo they might before; Camby/es is fo 
called in ch. iv. 7. Herodotus ' fays the name figni- 
fies a mighty warrior. ' 

¥. 15. And this houfe was finifhed on the third day 
of the month Adar, &c.] The 12th month of the 
year with the Yews, and anfwers to part of our Fe- 
bruary and part of March: which was in the fixth 
year of the reign of Darius the king; four years after 
the decree came forth... 

¥. 16. And the children of Ifrael, &c.] Thofe 
of the ten tribes that remained after the body of the 
people were carried captive, or came with the 
Fews at their return: the priefts and the Levites, and 
the reft of the children of the captivity; thofe of the 
tribes of Fudab and Benjamin: kept the dedication of 
this houfe of God with joy; they fet it apart for fa- 
cred ufe and fervice, with feafting and other ex- 
preffions of joy and gladnels, as follows. 

¥. 17. And offered at the dedication of this house 
of God, 100 bullocks, 200 rams, 400 lambs, &c.] 
Hecatombs of various forts, which were always 
reckoned grand facrifices, even among heathens, 
of which Homer fometimes fpeaks ; fome of thefe 
were for burnt-offerings, and others peace-offerings, 
by way of thankfulnefs to God for the finifhing of 
the temple ; part of which, belonging to the of- 
ferers, they feafted upon it with great gladnefs of 
heart : and for a fin-offering for all Ifrael, 12 he- 
Soats, according to the number of the tribes of Ifrael 
for though the ten ‘tribes were carried captive by 
Salmanefer, yet, as before obferved, there were fome 
of them that remained in the land, and others that 
went and returned with the two tribes ; and there- 
fore a fin-offering was made for them all, for the 
typical expiation of guilt contracted fince they had 
been in an heathen land, and temple-fervice had 
ceafed. 

y. 18. And they fet the priefts in their divifions, 
and the Levites in their courfes, for the fervice of 
God, which is at Ferufalem, &c] All in their 
proper claffes and courfes, to do the work of the 
temple at Yerufalem in their turns: as it is written 
in the book*of Mofes ; fee Numb. iii,6.. and viii. 11, 
14, 15. from hence it is plain the’Pentateuch was 
not written by Ezra, as fulpected by Spinofa ™, but 
by Mojes; fee the argument of the book of Genefis. 

¥. 19. And the children of the captivity kept the 
paffover upon the 14th day of the firft month.| The 
month Nifan or Abib, which was the month fol- 
lowing that in which the temple “was finifhed, ¥. 
15. this paffover was kept at the exact time the law 
commanded, Exod. xii. 2. 6. 

y¥. 20. For the priefts and the Levites were purt- 
fied together, all of them were pure, Sc.) They 
were all to a man pure, and all purified as one man ; 
all were of one mind to purify themfelves, and took. 
care to do it, and did it with as much difpatch as 
if only one man was purified; fo that they were 
more generally prepared for fervice now than in the 


times of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxix. 34. and xxx. 3. 
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and killed the paffover for all the children of the cap-\ y.22. And kept the feaft of unleavened bread fever 
tivity, and for their brethren the pritfs, and for\days with joy, &c.) Which immediately followed 
them/élves ; which feems to have been done by thejupon the paflover, Exod. xii. 18, 19. for the Lord 
‘ Levites, for themfelves and for the priefts, and for|4ad made them joyful; the building of the temple 
all the people, who were not fo pure as the priefts/being finifhed, and the fervice of it reftored to its 
and Levites; or otherwife they might have killed it}original purity : and turned the heart of the king of « 
themfelves, Exod. xii. 6. as Bochart” thinks. Affyria unto them, to firengthen their hands in the — 
| yt. 21, And the children of Ifrael, which were|work of the boufe of God, the God of Irael; by 
come again out of captivity, &c.) The tribes of} giving them leave to go on in building the temple, 
Judah and Benjamin, with fome of the ten tribes}and by encouraging and aflifting them in it till 
mixed with them: and all fuch as bad feparated|they.had finifhed it; this was Darius Artanerwes, 
themfelves unto them, from the filthine/s of the bea-\who, though called king of Per/ia, was alfo king — 
then of the land, to feek the Lord God of Ifrael, did\of Afyria, being pofitfled of the Arian monar- 
eat ; fuch of the Gentiles in the dominions of Bady-| chy, as his predeceflors were upon the taking of Bady- 
lon, and came with the Fews from thence, who} /on, and the fame is therefore called alfo the king of , 
were enlightened into the knowledge and worthip of | Babylon, Neh. xiii. 6. God, the God of J/rael, who 
the true God, and not only renounced their ido-| has the hearts of all men in his hands, and fo the 
latry, here called filthinefs, but were circumcifed, |hearts of kings, and can turn them at his pleafure, 
and embraced the religion of the ews, and {fo were]inclined his heart to do them good, which was 
profélytes of righteoufnefs, as they call them ; or|matter of joy unto them, fee ch. vii. 27. 

otherwife they would not have been allowed to eat 

of the paffover, as they did, Exod. xii. 48. 


CHAP. VI. 


upon an emhafly to the king from the chief men at 
Ferufalem;, perhaps the governors of Syria had not 
fo fully made the difburfements the king in his de- 
cree had required them to make, fince the following 
commiffion chiefly refpects fuch things and he was. 
fent on that errand to acquaint the king with it, as 
well as to perfuade thofe that remained to return, 
and to obtain leave for it. : 
¥. 7. And there went up fome of the children of 
Yrael, &c.] Perhaps fome of the ten tribes, as 
well as others of the tribes of Zudab and Benjamin; 
who, notwithftanding the edict of Cyrus, chofe to 
remain in Badylon, and in the countries of it, until 
they faw how things would go in Fudea; and hear- 
ing that the temple was finifhed, and that thofe that 
had returned had built them houfes in their feveral 
cities, and profpered, thought fit to return alf: 
and of the priefis, and the Levites, and the fingers, 
and the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Ferufalem; 
to take their places, and execute their offices in the 
temple now built; for of the Levites cfpecially, 
fome of which were fingers, and others porters, 
and of the Nethinim, there were but few that wenc 
up with Zerubdabel: now this journey of theirs was 
taken inthe. 7th year of Artaxerxes the king ; that, is, 
of Darius Artaxerxes, and this was the year after 
the temple was finifhed; though it is thought by 
many learned men, and not without fome fhew of 
reafon, that Artaxerxes Longimanus is meant. . 
| ¥. 8. And be came to Ferufalem in the fifth month, 
&c.] . With the above company ; this was the 
month 4:4, an{wering to part of Yuly and part of 
Auguft : which was in the feventh year of the king 5 
as in the preceding verfe. , wi 
¥.9. For upon the firft day of the firft month be- 
gan be to go up from Babylon, &c.| The month 
Nifan, anfwering to part of March and part of 
April, this was new year’s day: and on the frjft 
day of the fifth month came he to Ferufalem, the rh, 
of the month 4, as in the preceding verfe ; fo 
that he was juft four months on his journey : ac- 
cording to the good band of bis Ged upon him, his 
power and providence, which gave him and: his 
, : company — 


N this chapter we have the lineage and character 
of Ezra defcribed, ¥. 1—6. his expedition to 
terufalem, and of many others with him, ¥. 7—10. 
a copy of the commiffion king Artaxerxes gave him 
to execute, . 11 —26. and his thankfulnefs, 27, 28. 


y. 1. Now after thefe things, &c.] The finith- 
ing of the temple, and the dedication of it, and 
keeping the paflover : in the reign of Artaxerxes king 
of Perfia; in the 7th year of his reign, ¥. 7, 8. 
who is the fame with Darius in the preceding chap- 
ter; fo farchi and Aben Ezra, {ee the note on ch. 
vi. 14. Ezra the fon of Seraiah; the high-prieft, 
flain by Nebuchadnezzar, Fer. lii. 24. 27. this 
Ezra was a younger fon of his, brother to o/edech, 
and uncle to fo/hua, who were high-priefts in fuc- 
ceffion ; his pedigree is carried in the afcending line 
up to Aaron, in this and the four following verfes ; 
only fix generations, for brevity-fake, are omitted, 
between Azariah and Meraioth, which may be fup- 
plied from 1 Chron. vi. 7—10. fee the notes there, 

y. 6. This Ezra went up from Babylon, &c.] A 
fecond time; for that he went up with Zerubbabel 
is clear from Ned. xii. 1. and is plainly intimated, 
ch. v. 4. aad he was a ready fcribe in the law of Mo- 
Jes, which the Lord God of Ifrael had given; the 
meaning is, not that he had a quick hand in writ- 
ing out copies of it, but was well verfed in the 
knowledge of it; had ftudied it thoroughly, well 
inftructed in it, and was abundantly qualified to 
teach it others; he was an eminent doctor of the 
law; fo fcribes, in the New Teftament, who are 
the fame with the lawyers, were fuch as were 
teachers of the law; the word here ufed in the 
Arabic language figmifies to be expert, as Farchi ° 
learned from one of their doctors: and the king 
granted him all bis requeft, according to the hand of 
the Lord bis God upon him, either upon Ezra, giv- 
ing him favour with the king, and fo fuccefs and 
profperity; or it may. denote the divine influence 
of the God of Ezra upon the heart of the king, 
moving him to grant what he afked of him, even 
every thing he-defired : he feems to have'been fent 
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company health and ftrength, fupplied them with 
every thing neceffary, directed, protected, and de- 
fended them, and brought them in fafety to their 
journey’s end. 

y. 10. For Ezra had prepared his heart to feek the 
law of the Lord, &c.| To attain to the knowledge 
of it, that he might be mafter of it, -and expert in 
it, and know what was not to be done, and what 
to be done; he had fet his heart upon this, bent 
his {tudies this way, and taken a great deal of pains 
in fearching into it, in reading of it, and meditating. 
on it: and to doit; he was not only concerned to 
get the theory of it, but to put it in praétice, to 
exercife himfelf in it, that it might be habitual to 
him; aad the rather, as his view and intentions 
were not merely for the fake of himfelf, but zo 
teach in Ifrael flatutes and judgments; and therefore 
it was not only neceffary that he fhould have a large 
and competent knowledge of the laws, moral, ce- 
remonial, and civil, -but that he fhould act accord- 
ing to them himfelf, that fo by his example, as 
well as by his inftructions, he might teach the 
people. 

y. 11. Now this is the copy of the letter that the 
king Artaxerxes. gave unto Ezra the prief#, &c.] 
This title relating to his office is juftly given him, 
fince he was the fon of an high-prieft, and lineally 
defcended from Aaron, as the above account of his 
pedigree fhews: the fcribe, even a fcribe of the 
words of the commandments of the Lord, and of bis 
ftatutes to Ifrael; the doubling of the word fcribe 
fhews that he was very wife and learned in the law, 
in the commandments and ftatutes of it the Lord 
gave to [/rael; not only in the language of it in 
which it was written, but in the matter and fub- 
ftance of it, in the things contained in it ; for dibre 
fignifies things as well as words. 

¥. 12. Artaxerxes king of kings, &c.| Having 
feveral kings and kingdoms fubjeét:and tributary 
to him; for this was not merely a proud haughty 
title which the eaftern kings ” affumed, particularly 
the Perfians; for after Cyrus they were fo in fact, 
who took this title alfo, and had it put on his fe- 
pulchral monument, “Here I lie, Cyrus, king of 
kings*;” this title was given to Grecian kings, par- 
ticularly Agamemnon is called king of kings", he 
being general at the fiege of Tray, under whom the 
reft of the kings fought; if*this;was Darius Hy- 
ftafpis, of him Cyrus dreamt ‘that he had wings on 
his fhoulders, with one he covered Afa, and with 
the other Ezrope‘: Unto Ezra the prieft, a fcribe, 


of the law of the God of heaven of which titles fee’ 
in the preceding verfe: perfec? peace, and at fuch a 
time ; the word perfed belongs to Ezra’s title.as a 
fcribe, fignifying that he was ‘a moft learned and 


compleat feribe or teacher of the law of God ; 


peace is not in the text, and the phrafe at fuch a 


time refpects the date of the letter, though not ex- 
prefied, or is only an ef cetera, fee the note on ch. 
iv. 10. ; 
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which are minded of their own free will to go up to 


Ferufalem, go with thee, this decree did not oblige 
them to go whether they would or no; for they 


might, notwithftanding this, continue if they 


pleafed; it only gave them leave to make ufe of the 
prefent opportunity of. going along with Ezra, if 
they chofe it. 


Ye 14. Forafmuch as thou art fent of the king, and 


of kis feven counfellors, &c.| Such a number the 
kings of Perfia ufed to have from the times of Da- 
rius f1yfta/pis, who was chofen out of feven nobles 
to be king, and ever after the Perfian kings had 
feven counfellors privileged, as thofe nobles were, 
Efther i. 14. and Ezra had the honour to be fent 


with a commiffion from this king and his feven 


counfellors, ¢o enquire concerning Fudah and Feru- 
felem; the inhabitants thereof, whether they. had 
knowledge of, and behaved according to the law of 
thy God which is in thine hand, a copy of which he 


had with him, and was very expert in and conver- 
fant with, and could readily and at once pafs judg 
ment, whether they acted according to it or not. 
¥.15. And to carry the filver and gold, which the 
king and bis counfellors have freely offered unto the 
God of Ifrael, whofe habitation is in Ferufalem.} 
In the temple built there; for the fervice of which, 
either for purchafing and procuring veffels that 
were wanting in it, or for facrifices to be offered in 
it, the king and his nobles had made a voluntary 
contribution, and entrufted and fent Ezra with it. 
¥. 16. And all the filver and gold that thou canjt 


jimd.in all the province of Babylon, 8c.) Not that 


he might take it wherever he found it, whether 
the owners of it were willing he fhould have it or 
not ; but whatever was freely offered by them, as 
Farchi, that he was allowed to take, whatever. he 
coul, get in that way: with the free-will-offering of 
the people; of the people of the Jews, who thought 
fit to,continue in the province: and of the priejis, 
offering willingly for the boufe of their God, which is 
in Ferufalem; thofe free-will-offerings, whether of 
the natives of Babylon, or of any of the Fewz/b na- 
tion, for the fervice of the temple at Feru/alem, he 
had leave and a commiffion to carry with him. 

y¥. 17. That thou mayeft buy fpeedily with this mo- 
ney, &cc.}_ Thus:freely contributed by one and ano- 
ther: dullocks, rams, lambs; which were for burnt- 


‘offerings ; with their meat-offerings, and their drink- 


offerings ; which always went along with the burnt- 
offerings, according to the law of Mo/és; and which 


the king feemed to have a right knowledge .of, 


being, no doubt, inftruéted by Ezra, or fome 
other Jew in his court: and offer them upon the 
altar of the houfe of your God which is in Ferufalem, 
the altar ‘of burnt-offering in the temple there. 

¥. 18. And whatfoever fhall feem good to thee, and 
to thy brethren, &c.] ‘The priefts, that jhe fhould 
think fit to take in to his affittance in this work: to 
do with the reft of the filver and gold; which fhould 
be left after the facrifices were offered up: shat .do 


y. 13. I make a decree, &c,) Which, saccord..|| after the will of your God, as they fhould be di- 
ing to the laws of the’ Medes and Perfians, when }ieCted\by thim, or was prefcribed by him in the 
figned, might not be changed, Dan. vi. 8. thatall\law.. 

they of the people of Ifrael, and of bis priefts,,and| y. 19. The veffels alfo that were given thee for the 
Levites in my realm, who-remained there, and took | fervice of the houfe of thy God, &c.] Thefe were 
‘not the benefit of the edi€teof Cyrus, which gave | veflels of filver, bafons of gold, and veffels of fine 
them leave to. go; but neglecting the opportunity, | copper; not what formerly belonged to the temple, 
it feems as if they could not now go out of the|they were delivered by Cyrus to Shefbbazzar, but 
realm without a frefh grant, which is hereby given : | what the prefent king and his counfellors freely of- 
fered 
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fered at this time, fee ch. vill. 25, 26. thofe deliver 
thou before the God of Ferufalem, perfect and com- 
pleat, the full number of them, as the word figni- 
fies ' ; meaning not to be delivered before him, or 
in his prefence, as a witnefs thereof, but that they 
fhould be dedicated and devoted to his fervice, who 
was worfhipped in the temple at Feru/alem, and by 
the inhabitants of it; he feems asif he thought him 
a topical deity, the God of that particular place, 
which was the notion of the heathens, fee 1 Kings 
xx. 23. though he alfo {peaks of him as the God 
of heaven. 

¥. 20. And whatfoever more fhall be needful for 
the houe of thy God, which thou foalt have occafion 
to beftow, &c.] For the beautifying and orna- 
menting the temple, ¥. 27. deftow it out of the 
king’s treafure-houfe; where the money collected by 
tribute, tax, and cuftom was depofited; his exche- 
quer, as it may be called, fee ch. vi. 8. 

y. 21. And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do 


re 
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the priefts in Egypt.”, and the Druids here in Bri~ 
tain*. rive 
y¥.25. And thou, Ezra, after the wifdom of thy 
God, that is in thine hand, &c.|. Which he hada 
large fhare of from the Lord, and could readily 
make ufe of to good purpofe; and this may be 


| meant of the law of God made with the higheft 


wifdom, and to know and obferve which is an in- 
{tance of wifdom in men, Deut. iv. 6. fet magifirates 
and judges, which may judge all the people that are 
beyond the river, all fuch as know the laws of thy 
God; fuch as God, in his great wifdom, direéied 
to in his wife law to be appointed over the people, 
to judge righteous judgment; to inform them in 
all matters of controveriy that might arife among 
them, and decide them according to it, and lead 
them into a greater and better knowledge of it, 
Deut. xvi. 18. and xvii. 9. Farchi takes the word 
for fet to be a comparative, and the fenfe to be, 
that the wifdom of Ezra was gteater than the 


make a décree to all the treafurers which are beyond \judges that judged the people, than them that knew 


the river, &c.] The receivers of his tribute, tax, 
and cuftom beyond the river Euphrates, on that fide 
towards the land of J/rael: that whatfoever Ezra 
the prieft, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven ; 
fee y. 12. fhall rejuire of you, it be done fpeedily 
which feems at firft a grant at large for whatfoever 
he fhould want or demand, but is limited and re- 
{trained by what follows. 

‘6 22. Unto 100 talents of filver, &c.] Which 

amounted to 35,300 pounds fterling; thefe, ac- 

"cording to Farchi, were to buy the offerings or fa- 
crifices with: and 100 meafures of wheat, or cors, 
the fame meafure with the Homer, each of which 
held 10 ephahs, or 75 wine-gallons, 5 pints, and 
upwards; thefe, according to the fame writer, 
were for meat-offerings, made of fine flour, wr ra- 
ther bread-offerings, as they may be called: and to 
100 baths of wine ; which was the fame meafure in 
liquids as the Ephah in things dry, a tenth part of 
the Cor or Homer, and held feven wine-gallons five 
pints, and upwards"; thefe were for the drink- 
offerings ; and to 100 baths of oil, the fame mea- 
fure as before; thefe were to mix in the meat-offer- 
ings: and falt without preferibing how much ; be- 
caufe it was ufed in all offerings, and was cheap, 
and therefore no meafure is fixed, but as much 
as was wanting was to be given, fee Lev. ii. 
I—13. 

Mey 3. Whatfoever is commanded by the God of 
heaven, &c.| In the law given by Mo/es to the 
people of I/rael: let it be diligently done, for the 
houfe of the God of heaven; for the fervice of it,| 
particularly facrifices : for why fhould there be wrath 
againft the realm of the king and his fons? through 
the neglect of the fervice of God in the temple, and 
by reafon of the default of the king’s treafurers. 

¥. 24. Allo we certify you, that touching any of 
the priefis and Levites, singers, porters, Nethinims, 
or minifters of this boufe of God, &c.| The king 
had a-right and perfect knowledge of the diftinct 
offices and fervices of thofe perfons, fee ¥. 7. it 

-fhall not be lawful to impofe toll, tribute, or cuftom, 
upon them, that they might be the lefs incumbere 
with the affairs of life, and be more at leifure to 
attend ‘divine fervice, and do it the more readily 


and freely ; it was ufual with the heathens to except ews with him as were willing go: and I was 
‘ecclefiaftics from taxes, tributes, and impofts; fo] frrengthened as the hand of 4 


t pobw Tr integra & pleno numero redde, Michaelis. 
w Diodor. Sicul. 1. 1. 


es ee ) x Cefar. Comment. de bello Gall? 1. 6. ¢. 13. 
eradicationem ejus, Pagninus, Montanus;‘ad eradicationem, ‘Tigurifie verfion, Vatablus, De Dieu, Michaelis. 


the law: and teach ye them that know them not; 
fuch, people that were ignorant thereof; though 
the above writer interprets this of ignorant judges, 
“ the judge that knows not to judge, make him 
know judgment to do it.” 

¥. 26. And whofoever will not do the law of thy 
God, and the law of the king, &c.| Either the 
judge who delays judgment, or does not execute it 
according to the law of God, and of the king; or 
the people, that don’t obey the law of God in mat- 
ters of religion, and the law of the king in civil 
things, Zadea being now a province of the Perfan 
empire ; though fome think. the law of the king 
only refers to this law or deeree of the king, which 
gave the ews power to execute their own laws:. 
let judgment be executed {peedily upon him; imme- 
diately, without delay, according to the nature of 
his crime: whether it be unto death; if guilty of a 
capital crime, deferving death, let him be put to 
death : or to banifbment , from his native country 
to a foreign diftant land ; or to rooting out”, as the 
word fignifies ; an utter extirpation of him and his 
family, a deftroying him root and branch ; or, as 
Farchi exprefies it, a rooting him out of the world, 
his feed and family: or to confifcation of goods, to 
payment of mulcts and fines: or to imprifenment ; 
for fuch a term of tite ; all according to the breach 
of what law he may be guilty of; thus far the 
king’s decree. . 

y¥. 27. Blefed be the Lord God of our fathers, 
&c.} This is £zra’s thank{giving to God for the 
above decree: which hath put fach a thing as this 
in the king’s heart; which he rightly took to be of 
God, who wrought in him to’ will and to doz) fo 
beautify the boufe of the Lord whichis in Ferufalem , 
to provide for the ornamenting of it, for veffels in 
it, as well as for facrifices ; for as for the building 
of it, that was finifhed. t-20 alte 

y¥. 28. And hath extended mercy unto me, before 
the king aud his counfellors, and before all the king*s 
mighty princes, 8c.) Before Artaxerxes, his feven 
counfellors, ¥. 14. and the nobles of his realm, in 
being appointed by them to carry their free-will- 
offerings to Ferufalem, and the king’s commands to 
his treafurers, with leave to take as many of the 
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¥ —t te Set © MOE 


upon 


* See Cumberland’s Scripture-weights and meafurés, ch. 4.’ 
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upon me; animated to undertake this work, and)dwelt, and perfuaded fomeé of thé principal men 
execute this commiffion, being under the influence] among them to go along with him to Yerufalem 
of divine favour and protection: and I gathered to-| fhewing them the king’s “decree, which gave them 
gether out of Ifrael, chief men to go up with me; he| leave; and their names and numbers are deferibed 
went about in the feveral parts where J/raelites| in the next chapter. 


CLEA Pais Valls 


| a this chapter we are told who and how many|Shemaiab, and for Elnathan, and for Farib, and for 
went up with Ezra to Ferufalem, ¥.1—14. the| Elnathan, and for Nathan, and for Zechariah, and for 
gathering of them together at a river, from whence|Me/hullam, chief men ; allo for ‘foiarib, and for Elna- 
he fent to Babylon for Levites to come to him, who| than, menof underftanding.] Thete wereallinthecamp, 
did, ¥. 15-20. the proclaiming a faft for a fafe|in fome part of it, to whom Lzra fent meflengers:to 
and profperous journey, ¥. 21, 22, 23. the deli-|come unto him ; three of them are of the fame name ; 
very of the veffels and money given him into the|the firft nine were men of chief note, rank, and dig- 
hands of priefts, to take the care and charge there- {nity in their family, and the other two were noted for 
of, ¥. 2430. their fafe arrival at 7erufalem, |men of good fenfe, and that could {peak to a cafe well, 
where they depofited the gifts in the temple, offered|and fo fit to be fent on fuch an affair as they were. 
facrifices to God, and delivered the king’scommif-|_ ¥.17. And 1 fent them with commandment unto 
fions to his lieutenants and governors, ¥. 31—36. |Addo the chief, at the place Cafiphia, &c.| Nota 
place by the Ca/pian fea, and near the Ca/pian moun- 
tains, as Munjter, which was too far off to go and 
return in the time they muft, fee ch. vii. 9. and 
vill. 15. 31. but as: Farchi, a place in Babylon fo 
called, a village near it, or a parith or ftreet in it 5 
where Ezra knew lived many of the Levites and 
Nethinim, and where Iddo was the chief of the Le- 
vites, and over them both : and I told them what 
they fhould fay unto Iddo, and to bis brethren the Ne- 


thinims, at the place Cafiphia but Iddo was not 
fons of Ithamar; Daniel, &c,] Not Daniel thejone of the Nethinim ; for he was chief of the Le- 


prophet, he was of the blood royal, and of the|vites, and by his authority many of them were 
tribe of Fudah; this was a prieft, a defcendant of|fent as well as of the Nethinim; but none of the 
Ithamar, as Gerfoom was of Eleazar in the line of \latter were over the Levites, for they were fervants 
Phinebas: of the fons of David; Hattufh, perhaps|to them, ¥. 20. but, according to Farchi, the Ne- 
the fame with him in 1 Chron. iii. 22. who was a|thinim are not at all intended in this claufe, who 
defcendant of David the king; thefe three men|reads the words, to Iddo and Achio, (the name of a 
feem to have come alone without any of their fa-|man with him ; perhaps it may be better rendered, 
milies, at leaft they are not mentioned, nor their|‘o /ddo and bis brother) who were appointed, or fet- 
aumbers given, as the reft that follow be. tled, in the place Cafiphia ; and with him De Diex 
y. 3. Of the fons of Shechaniah, of the fous of|agrees, and {fo the Syriac verfion, who dwelt in Ca- 
Pharofb, &c.] _ Who is fo defcribed, to diftinguith |/phia : that they fhould bring unto us mimfters for the 
him from another Shechaniah, y. 5. Zechariah :\houfe of our God; both Levites to be fingers and | 
and with him were reckoned by genealogy of the males,|\porters there, and the Nethinim to wait on them, 
150; males only were reckoned, not women and] y. 18. And by the good hand of our God upon us, 
children; though that there were fuch that went|&c.] Favouring their defigns and orders, protect- 
up is clear from ¥. 21. from hence to the end of|ing thofe that were fent, and inclining thofe they 
y. 14. anaccount is given of the number of the] were fent to, to ufe their intereft and authority with 
males that went up with Ezra, who were chiefly,|thofe that were under them, and making them willing 
if not altogether, fons of thofe that went up with|alfo to agree to what was propofed to them: they 
Zerubbabel ; {ach of them as were left there behind, | brought us a man of underftanding of the fons of Mabe 
and now returned, at leaft a great number of them,|/i, the fon of Levi, the fon of I/rael; an I/raclite, 
fee ch. ii. it is particularly remarked of the fons of|of the tribe of Zev, in the line of Madi a fon of 
Adonikam; yr. 13. that they were the laft of them ;| Merari, the third fon of Lev: : and Sherebiab; or ra- 
not that chey were the laft that came in to go with|ther even Sherebiab; fo Aben Ezra; for he is the 
Ezra, or were backward and dilatory, but the Jaft}underftanding man that is meant, and defcribed 
with refpect to the firft of his fons that were gone|by his pedigree: with his fons and his brethren, 185 
before, and feem with them to be the whole of his}all together made this number. 
family ; the number of all that went up under their] ¥.19. And Hafbabiab, and with him Fefbaiah 
refpective heads amounts to 1496. of the fons of Merari, &c.) ‘Thefe were of the 
y. 15. And I gathered them together to the river\{ame divifion of Levites as Sherediah: bis brethren 
‘that runneth to Abava, &c.| From whence alfo the|and their fons, 20; thefe 38, with thofe they came 
river bore the fame name; or that from the river,| with, were all Levites; the Nethinim follow. 
fee y. 21. and may be the fame with Adiabene, al y.20. Alfo of the Nethinims, whom David and 
country in Afjria, which had its name from the] the princes had appointed for the fervice of the Le- 
river Adiava: and there abode we in tents three days ;\vites, &c.| To wait upon them, and minifter to 
or pitched their camp; this was the place of their|them, as they did to the priefts; fome think thele 
rendezvous : and I viewed the people, and the priefts;\were the fame with the Gideonites, whom Jo/hua 
-muftered them, téok the number of them, and|gave to the fervice of the fanctuary, and David 
what tribe and families they were of: and found|confirmed, but others are of opinion thefe were dif- 
there none of the fons of Levi; excepting the priefts.|ferent from them, and an addition to them: 220 
y.16. Then fent I for Eliezer, for Ariel, for \Nethinims: all of them were exprefed by names in. 
Vou, Ill. N* 4. Gg the 


y. 1. Thefe are now the chief of their fathers, and 
this is the genealogy of them, &c.] Which follows 
from hence to the end of ¥. 14. that went up with 
me from Babylon; with Ezra the prieft and fcribe, 
the writer of this book: iz the reign of Artaxerxes 
the king; that. is Darius Hyftafpis, in the 7th year 
of his reign, fee ch. vii. 1.7. though many think 
Artaxerxes Longimanus is meant. 


¥. 2. Of the fons of Phinehas, Gerfhom: of the 


i14 = 2 
the hiftory that Iddo fent of them to Ezra; and fo 
the names of the Levises, though not here expref- 
fed, only the names of thofe they came with. 

_ ¥.21, Then I preclaimed a faft there, atthe river 
Abava, &c.| After the meffengers to Jddo were re- 


turned with thofe they brought with them : that we 
might offi ourfelves before our God; humble them- 


felves before him for their fins, confefs them, and 


declare their repentance of them, and afk forgive- 
nefs for them: 40 feek of him a right way for us ; 
to take from thence towards Jerujalem, tobe di- 
rected by him in it; either by a prophet, or by a 
vifion in a.dream, as eu Ezra; or rather. by the 
guidance of his providence; this they fought, in 
prayer by the river-fide,. where. it. had» been ufual 
with them, and fince has been, . to perform religious 
exercifes, fee Ezek. ia. and ii..15.*° AGS xvi. 131 


hence. Leriullian * calls the prayers of the Fews ora- | 
of filver, &c.] Which, according to Sebeuchzer *, 


tiones littorales : they fought not fo much.which was 
the fhorteft and eafieft way for them to-travel in, 
as which was the fafeft : aud for our little ones, and 
forall our fubjiance ; for the fafe conveyance of 
them; this fhews, that though males only are 
numbred, as before, yet. they had their wives and 
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Ch. viii. 2129! " 


and mutt be fupplied ; and Sherébiah, ce. or with" 
the 12 priefts, Sherebiah, Fc, and ten Levites more’ 
with them; fo that the number of priefts and: Le- 
vites, were equal, and in all 24. . > ae 
_¥. 25. And Iweighed unto them the filver, and the 
gold, and the veffels, &c.] When he delivered 
them to them; this he did as a proof of his own 
integrity and faithfulnefs, and as a fecurity againft 
any. charge or accufation of embezzling any part 
of them, and to fet them an example; and alfo 


that they might bé under no temptation of aéting 
fuch a part, and: might be' vindicated fhould they 


be charged with it: even the offering of the houfe of 
our God what was freely offered for the fervice of 
it: which the king and bis counfellors,. and bis lords, 
and all Ifrael there prefent had offered; as free-will2 
offerings, feé ch. vii. 15; 16. " 7 

¥..26. I even weighed unto their hand 650 talents 


amount to 975,000 imperials, andof our money 
2,229;450 pounds fterling: and filver veffels t00- 
talents 3 which came to 25,300 pounds, OF 40,000 
imperials; according to Farchi, there were 100 
veffels,»and every veflel weighed»a talent, and fo 


childrén with them ; for little ones cannot be fup-| dbeh Ezra, which, >with Brerewood *; was 37% 
pofed without women to take care of them. pounds: and af old roo talents; whichy accord 
y. 22. For Iwas afbamed to require of the king a\ ing to Scheuchzer *, were equal to 1,232 4000 ducats 
band of foldiers aud horfemen,: &c.\ Which hej of gold; the value of gold now is above #4 and 4 


might have had, only afking for them; fo great 
was “the intereft he had in the king’s favour: zo 
help us againft the enemy in the way; the Arabs, Sa- 
mariiens, and others, that might lie in wait for 
them, to rob thein of their Yubftance: decaufe we 
had fpoken unto the king; of the {pecial favour of 
God to them, his fingular providence in the pro- 
tection of them: faying, The hand of our God is 
upon all them for good, that feek him, that pray 


3d to the value of filver, by which may be judged 
the difference between 100 talents of gold and 106 
talents of filver; according to David de Pomis *, 
there were two forts-of talents ; common falents, 
which weighed 60 pounds, and the talent of the 
fanctuary, which weighed double to:that. 
y. 27. Alfo 20 bajons of gold, of 1000 drams, 
&c.] Which were upwards of 1odo pounds of 
our money ; for bifhop Cumberland fays*, the Per- 


unto him, ferve and worfhip him ; his hand is|fan Darie Drachma,» or, dram; weighed twenty 


open to. them to beftow all needful good upon 
them, temporal and {piritual, and. his power and 
providence are over them, to protect and defend 
them from all evil: dut bis power and his wrath is 
againft all them that forfake him; his word, his 
ways and worfhip; his powerful wrath, or the 
ftrength and force of it, is exerted againft them, 
and they are fure to feel the weight and dreadful 
effects of it: and now. all this being’ faid to the 
king, after this, to defire a guard to protect them, 
it would Jook as if they had not that favour in the 
fight of God, and did not believe what they had 
faid, but. diftrufted. his power and providence to- 
wards them ; therefore, rather than reflect any dif- 
honour on God, they chofe to expofe themfelves to 
danger, feeking his face and favour, and relying 
on his goodnefs and power. 

y. 23. So we fafied, and befought our God for 
this, &c.] Sought the Lord by fafting and prayer 
for a good journey, and prefervation in it: and he 
was entreated of us; accepted their prayer, as Zar- 
chi, fo that they came fafe to Ferufalem. __ 

¥. 24. Then I feparated twelve of the chief of the 
priefts, &c.| That werd in company with him ; 
fo that it feems there were more than the two men- 
tioned, ¥. 2. very probably their families, or 


fome of their brethren were with them: Shere- 


biah, Hafbabiah, and ten of -their brethren with 
them; thefe men named were Levites, and not 
priefts, y. 18, 19. and therefore the copulative 


z Ad nationes,-]. 1. C. 13. 
pret. vet. num. ¢. 4. 
ch. 4. p. 115. 
ais: 


Vid. lib. de jejuniis, c. 16. 
© Ut fupra. 


£ De mirabilibus, p. 704, vol. 1. 


* Tzemach David, fol. 


fhillings and four-pence; and, according to Dri 
Bernard, it exceeded one of our guineas by two 
grains, fee the note on 1 Chron, xxix. 7. and two 
veffels of jine copper, precious as gold; which per 
haps is the fame with the Indian or Perfian brats 
Ariftotle ‘ {peaks of, which is fo bright and pure, 
and free from ruft, that it cannot be known by its 
colour from gold; and that there are among the 
cups of Darius {uch as cannot be difcerned whether 
they are brafs or gold but by the fmell : the Syriae 
verfion interprets it by Corinthian brafs, which was 
a mixture of gold, filver, and copper, made when 
Corinth was burnt, and which is exceeding valua- 
ble; of which Péiny * makes three forts, very pre- 
cious, and of which he fays, it is in value next to, 
and even ‘before filver, and almoft before gold ; , 
but this fort of brafs was not as yet in being: 
Kimchi ™ interprets the word here of its colour, 
being next to the colour of gold. ) ee 
y. 28. And I faid unto them, Ye are boly untothe — 
Lord, the veffels are boly alfo, 8c.) As they re 


dedicated and fet apart to holy fervice, fo the> 

fels were facred to holy ufes, and thenetase ae 

gold are a free-will-offering unto the Lord Goe 

but in his fervice. oe ee 
¥. 29. Watch ye, and keep them, ce.) The — 


be converted to any other: and the filver, ¢ 
your fathers; and therefore not to be m: 4 oh é | 


veffels, the gold, and the filver, that rbe not — 
hurt and diminifhed : anti] ye weigh them bef Ky 
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Ch. viii. ¥. 30-—36. 
chief of the priefts and the Levites, 
fathers of Ifracl at Ferufalem, in the chambers of the 
houfe of the Lord; that is, until they had delivered 
them in. full weight, as they had received them, 
in the prefence of thofe perfons as witnefles, and 
into their hands, in order to be laid up in the 
chambers and treafuries of the temple. 

¥. 30. So took the priefs and the Levites, &c.] 
The 12 priefts and 12 Levites, mentioned in y. 
24. the weight of the filver and the gold, and the 
veffels, to bring them to Ferufalem unto the boufe of 
our God; this they undertook to do, and did. 

¥. 31. Then we departed from the river of Akava, 
on the 12th day of the firft month, to £0 unto Feru- 
falem, &c.) The month Niaz, an{wering to part 
of March and part of April; this was two days 


before the paflover began: and the hand of our God 
was upon us; guiding, 


directing, and protecting 
them by his providence: and be delivered us trom 
the hand of the enemy, and of fuch as lay in wait by 
the way ; either by intimidating them, that they 
dared not attack them, or by directing them to 
take a different road, whereby they efcaped them, 
fee ¥. 22. 

¥. 32: And we came to Ferufalem, and abode 
there three days,| Before they went about any bu- 
finefs, delivered what was committed to them for 
the ufe of the temple, and the commiffions to the 
King’s officers 5 as it was but proper they fhould 
. have fome reft after fuch a fatiguing journey. 

¥. 33: Now on ther4th day, &c.] After theit 
arrival at Ferufalem: was the filver and thé gold, 
and the veffels weighed in the boufe of cur God; the 
temple, that it might be feen and known, that the 
exact weight which had been depofited with them 
was now faithfully delivered: this was done by the 
hand of Meremoth the fon of Uriab the pricft, .and 
with him was Eleazar the fon of Phinebas , thefe 
were pricits : and with them was Fozabad the jon of 
Fefoua, aud Noadiab the fon of Binnui, Levites.; 
two priefts and two Levites; for fince there were 
of both that were charged with the above things, 


and chief of the 


CHA 


ZRA being informed by fome of the princes, 
who complained unto him, of the marriages 
of many of the Jraelites with the people of the 
land, the Cazaanites and others, was greatly grieved 
and diftrefled, y. I—5. upon which he made a 
confeffion of their fins to God, with great fhame, 
forrow and contrition, and deprecated the evils 
which they deferved, ¥. 6—15. : 


¥.1. Now when thefe things were done, &c. J) 
When the captives with Ezra had refrefhed them- | 
felves, and weighed the money and veffels they | 
brought, and put them into the hands of proper 

rfons, and offered facrifices, and delivered the 
Wo, commiffions to his lieutenants and gover- 
nors, and {hewn his own: the princes came to me 3 
fome of the nobles of [/rael, the moft religious of 
them, who were concerned at the corruptions that 
were among them, though not a fufficient num- 
ber to reform them: /aying, the people of Ifrael, 
and the priefts, and the Levites have not feparated 


themfélves from the people of tbe land; but joined | feed ; 


EZR A: 


11g. 
it was proper there fhould be fomé of both, when 
weighed, that they might be witnefes of their 
fidelity. 

¥. 34. By number, and by weight of every ones 
&c.] They were delivered in by tale and weight, 
which exactly agreed to the number and weight in 
which they received them: and all the weight was 
written at that time; an account was taken in 
Writing, and laid up, that it might not only be 
known hereafter what free-will-offerings had been 
made in Babylon, but that it might be a voucher 
for the fidelity and integrity of thofe that brought 
them, fhould it ever be called in quettion. 

¥. 35. Alfo the children of thofe that had been 
carried away which were come ont of the captivity, 
&c.] Namely, thofe that now came along with 
Ezra: offered burnt-offerings unto the God of Ifrael ; 
by way of thankfulnefs for their deliverance from 
captivity, and for their fafe journey twelve bul- 
locks for all Ifrael; according to the number of the 
tribes; and there might be fome of every tribe 
that now came up: 96 rams, 77 lambs thefe and 
the bullocks were burnt offerings : twelwe he-goats 
for a fin-offering according to the number of the 
twelve tribes, alfo to make atonement for fins they 
had been guilty of: ai/ this was a burnt-off ering 
unto the Lord; excepting the twelve he- goats; 
which were a fin-offering. 

¥. 36. And they delivered the king’s commiffions 
unto the king’s lieutenants; and to the Lovernors on 
this fide the-viver, &e.} The governors of the 
provinces of Syria, Paleftine and Fudea, which were 
on that fide of Bupbrates the land of Ifrael was: 
and they furthered the people, and the houfe of God 
or lifted them up”, eafed them of all burdens, and 
freed them from all impediments, and affifted them 
and furnifhed them with every thing, as the decree 
of Artanermes enjoined them ; and provided every 
thing as they required for ornamenting the temple, 
and for the facrifices of it; all which is to be un- 
derftood of the king’s lieutenants and governors, 
who obeyed his commands, . 


did Ba 


into them: doing according to their abominations 5 
not ferving idols as they did, but imitating them 
in their marriages: even of the Canaanites, the 
Perizzites, the Febafites, the Ammonites, the Moa- 
bites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites ; affinity with 
many of thefe was forbidden by an exprefs law, 
Deut. vii. 1, 3. all but the Moabites, Ammonites, 
and Egyptians, arid from thefe for the fame reafon 
they were to abftain; namely, left they fhould be 
drawn into idolatry; that the priefts and Levites 
fhould do this, who ought to have known the law, 
and inftructed the people better, was very fad and 
fhocking, 

¥.2. For they have taken of their daughters for 
themfelves, and for their fons, &c.] Some that were 
widowers not only took wives to themfelves of the 
above nations, either when they were at Babylon, 
where many of thefe nations alfo were, or rather 
fince their return; but they took for their fons 
alfo, yea fome that had wives took heathenith ones 
to them, fee Mal. ii. 13, 14, 15. fo that the boly 
fuch as the Lord had feparated from other 


-with them, though not in idolatrous practices, yet} nations, chofen them, to be an holy people above 
by marrying with them, which might lead them] all others, and devoted them to his es and 
vali : cage orfhip : 


* NW) clevaverat, V. L. Pifcator ; exaltaverunt, Pagninus, sy Scag Vatablus; fublevarunt, Junius & Trremelliss. 
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worthip : Lave mingled themfelves with the people of iparticularly in the forgivenefs of his fin, fee Ezek. ° 
thofe /ands, before mentioned, by marrying with|xvi. 61, 63. for our imquities are increafed over our — 
them: yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath\ head ; arifen and {welled like mighty waters, which © 
been chief in this trefpafs ; they were the firft that|feemed to threatén an overwhelming of them: and 
went into it, were ringleaders of it, who fhould|our tre/pa/s is grown up unto the heavens, being 
by their authority and example have reftrained|done in an open, public and infolent manner, and 
others 3 or they were in this firft tre/pa/s', which}in fuch numbers, that they were, as it were, iled ° 
was the firft grofs and capital one the people felljup in heaps, reaching to heaven, and calling down | 
into after their return from the captivity. vengeance from thence. Ezra includes himfelf as 
y:.3. And when I beard this thing, I rent my gar-\being one of the fame nation ; and thefe fins be- 
ment and my mantle, &c | Both inward and out-|ing fo common, were become national ones, which’ 
ward garments, that which was clofe to his body, and] involved all the individuals, and expofed them to’ 
that which was thrown loofe over it; and this he|the divine refentment. if 
did in token of forrow and’mourning, as if fome-| yy. 7. Since the days of our fathers have we been’ 
thing very dreadful and diftreffing, fee Job i. 20.]in a great trefpafs unto this day, &c.| The fins. 
and pluckt off the bair of my head, and of my beard ;\they were guilty of had been long continued in, 
did not fhave them, and fo tranfgrefled not the|which was an aggravation of them: and for our 
law in Lev. xix. 27. but plucked off the hair of|inigquities have we, our kings, and our priefis, been 
them, to fhew his extreme forrow for what was|delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, the 
told him; which has frequently been done by|ten tribes and their king into the hand of the king 
mourners on forrowful occafions in various nations,|of Afjria, the kings of Fudab, Feboiakim, Feco- 
fee If. xv. 2. So in the additions to Efther, ch.\niab and Zedekiah, into the hands of the king of 
xiv. 2. fhe is faid to fill every place of joy with| Babylon, with the priefts and people: to the fword, | 
the tearings of her hair; and Lavinia in Virgil* ;\to captivity, and to a fpoil; fome were flain with 
feveral paflages from Homer ', and other writers, |the {word, others carried captive, and the houfes of 
both Greek and Latin, are mentioned by Bochart™,|them all plundered and fpoiled : and to confufion of 
as inftances of it: and fat down aftonifbed ; quite|face, as it is this day; being filled with fhame when 
amazed at the ingratitude of the people, that after|they refleéted on their fins, the caute of thofe evils ; 
fuch favours fhown them, in returning them from |and befides, the captivity of the ten tribes continu- 
captivity unto their own land, and fettling them|ed, and of many others, which expofed them to 
there, they fhould give into practices fo contrary|fhame among their neighbours. 
to the will of God. ¥.8. And now for a little [pace, grace hath been 
y¥. 4. There were affembled unto me every one that\{hewed from the Lord our God, &c.] It was but a 
trembled at the words of the God of Irael, &c.]|\{mall time fince the Lord firft began to thew favour 
That had a reverence for the word of God, and|to them, fo that they foon after began to revolt 
the things contained in it ; feared to break the laws}from him; which argued the ftrange propenfity of 
of God, and trembled at his judgments, which|their minds to that which is evil, and from which 
they might apprehend would come upon tranf-|they could not be reftrained by the recent good- 
greffors, fee If. \xvi. 2. becaufe of the tranferefion\nefs of God unto them: to leave us a remnant to 
of thofe that had been carried away; intoBabylon, and|efcope; out of captivity, from whence a fmall 
were now returned, and which was an aggravation|number were gracioufly and fafely returned to their 
of their tranfgreflion : and J fat aftonifoed until the\own land: and to give us a nail in his boly places 
vening-facrifice or until the ninth hour, as thela fixed fettlement in the land of Fudea, the holy 
Syriac verfion, which was about our three o’clock|]and the Lord had chofen, and in the temple, the 
in the afternoon, at which time the evening-facri-jholy place facred to his worfhip; or a prince of 
fice was offered ; perhaps it was in the morning}their own, Zerutbabel, to be the governor of them, 
when Ezra firft received his information from the} under whom they might enjoy fettled happinefs and 
princes. profperity, fee I: xxii. 23. Zech. x. 4. that our God 
y. 5. And at the evening-facrifice I rofe up from|may lighten our eyes; refrefh our fpirits, chear our 
my heavines, &c.] The figns and tokens of ‘it,|fouls, and give us light and gladnefs, fee 1 Sam. 
particularly fitting on the ground ; or from my faft-|\xiv. 27. and give us a little reviving in our bondage ; 
mg", having eaten nothing that day, it being early|for they were {till in fome degree of bondage, be- 
in the morning when he was told the above cafe :jing in fubjection, and tributaries to the kings of 
and having rent my garment and my mantle ; which] Perfia; but yet being returned to their own land, 
he had done before, and ftill kept them on him|it was as life from the dead unto them, at leaft 
in the fame cafe: fell upon my knees, and /pread|it was giving them a little life, liberty and joy. 
out my bands unto the Lord my God; in the pofture,} Y. 9. For we were bondmen, &c.] To the Chal- 
and with the gefture of an hamble fupplicant. deans when in Babylon, which was more than the 
y.6. And faid, O my God, &c.} Here begins the} ‘Fews in the times of Chrift would own, Fobn viii. 
the prayer of Ezba, and that with faith in God as|33. yet our God hath not forfaken us in our bondage , 
his. Covenant'God, even when he was about tojhad not left them to continue in it always: but 
make confeffion of fin, and repentance for it ; that|ath extended mercy unto. us in the fight of the kings 
prayer is right which is put up in faith, and that}of Per/ia ; moved them to have pity and compai- 
repentance genuine which is accompanied with faith, |fion on them, and releafe them: fo give us a re- 
and flows from it: J am afbamed, and blufh to lift\viving ; whilft in captivity, they were as in their 
up my face to thee, my God; a true fight and fenfe| graves, and like the dry bones in Ezeéel’s vifion, 
-of fin caufes fhame and blufhing, and never more}but revived upon the proclamation of Cyrus, and 
than when aman is fenfible of his covenant-inte-|the encouragement he gave them to return to their 
reft in God, and of his grace and favour to him,|own land: to fet up the boufe of our God, and re- 
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pair the defolations. thereof 3 both to rebuild the 
temple, and to reftore the worthip of it: and te 
give usa wall in Fudah and in Ferufalem; not to 
jet up the walls ot Feru/alem, and of other cities, 
‘which as yet was not done; but rather the walls 
of their houfes, which they had rebuilt ; they had 
walled houfes given them in Fudab and Ferufalem , 
though the word fignifies an hedge or fence, fuch 
as is about gardens and vineyards, and may denote 
the protection of the kings of Perfia, which wasa 
fence to them again{t the Samaritans, and others ; 
and efpecially the hedge of divine providence about 
them, which guarded and defended them, fee Job, 
i, 10. 
¥. 10. And now, O our God, what foall we Jay 
after this ?. 8c.) _, What apology or excufe: can be 
made for fuch ingratitude? what-can be faid in 
favour of fuch a people? what kindnefs can be 
expected to be fhewn to a people who had behaved 
in fo bafe a manner? for we have forfaken thy com- 
mandments, particularly thofe which related to 
marriages with people of. other nations, 
¥. 11. Which thou haft commanded by thy fervants 
the prophets, &c.] Mofes, and Fo/bua, and others, 
fee Deut. vii. 3. Fofb. xxiii, 12. Fudg. ii. 2. faying, 
the land unto which ye go to poffe/s it ; meaning the 
land of Cazaan: is an unclean land, with the Silthi- 
nes of the people of the lands, with their abomina- 
tions, which have filled it from one end to another 
with their uncleannefs ; which isto be underftood 
not of their idolatries only, but of their inceftuous 
marriages, and impure copulations, on which account 
the Lord fpewed out the old inhabitants of it ; for 
which reafon the Yews ought to have been careful 
not to have defiled it again by fimilar practices ; fee 
Lev. xviii. 
¥. 12. Now therefore give not your daughters unto 
their fons, nor take their daughters unto your fons, 
&c.] That is, in marriage, fee Deut. vii. 3. where 
the prohibition is expreffed in the fame language : 
nor feek their peace, and their wealth for ever; that 
is, as long as they continue in their idolatries and 
impurities, fee Deut. xxiii. 6. that ye may be Strong, 
and cat the good of the land, and leave it for an in- 
heritance to your children for ever ; that they might 
be ftrengthened and eftablithed in the land into 
which they were brought, and enjoy all the good 
things it produced, and leave their children in the 
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pofleffion of it, to hold at leaft until the Mefiah 
came, fee J/ i. 19, 

YW. 13. And after all that is come upon us for our 
evil deeds, and for our Sreat trefpafs, &c.] As fa» 
‘mine, fword, peftilence and captivity, for their 
idolatries and other heinous fins: seeing that thou 
our God haft punifoed us lefs than our iniquities de- 
ferve; for they deferved eternal punifhment, where- 
as it was temporal punifhment that was inflicted, 
and this moderate, and now ftopped ; the fenfe is, 
according to Aben. Ezra, * thou hatt refrained 
from writing fome of our fins in the book of re- 
membrance, and thou haft let them down below 
in the earth, according to the fenfe of, thou wilt 
caft all their fins into the depths of the fea;” but 
Jarchi better, * thou haft refrained thyfelf from 
exacting of us all our fins, and haft exaéed of us 
beneath our fins (or lefS than they deferve) and haft. 
not taken vengeance on us according to all our 
fins :” and baft given us fuch deliverance as this ; 
from Captivity, which they now enjoyed. 

¥.14. Should we again break thy commandments, 
and join in affinity with the people of thefe abomina- 
tons? 8c.) That are guilty of abominable idola- 
tries, and of all uncleannefs : would’ ft thou not be 
angry with us till thou badf confumed us; it might 
be juftly expected : fo rhat there thould be no rem- 
nant nor efcaping ? any left or fuffered to efcape 
the wrath ef God, but all confumed by it. 

¥.15. O Lord God of Ifrael, thou art righteous, 
&c.] And would appear to be fo, fhould T/rael be en- 
tirely cut off, and utterly confumed for their ini- 
quities : for we remain yet cfcaped, as itis this days 
that they remained yet efcaped out of captivity, 
and efcaped the wrath and vengeance of God, was 
not owing to any deferts of theirs, but to the 
grace and mercy of God, who had not ftirred up 
all his wrath as their fins deferved: debold, we are 
before thee in our trefpaffes ; to do with us as feems 
good in thy fight; we have nothing to plead on 
our behalf, but caft ourfelves at thy feet, if fo be 
unmerited favour may be fhown us: for we cannet 
ftand before thee becaufe of this, this evil of con- 
tracting affinity with the nations; we can’t defend 
ourfelves ; we can’t plead ignorance of the divine 
commands ; we have nothing to fay for ourfelves, 
why judgment fhould not be pafied upon; we leave 
ourfelves'in thine hands, and at thy mercy. 
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UpPON Ezra’s prayer and confeffion, it was| many tears : 

propofed by Shechaniah, that thofe who had houfe of God 
married ftrange wives, fhould put them away with temple, 
their children, which they fwore to do, y. 1—5. |proitrate 
and preclamation was made throughout 


and cafting himfelf down before the 
3 in the outward court before the 
his face turned towards it, where he ldy 
: there affembled to him out of Ifrael a very 


the land |great congregation of men, and women, and children y 
for all to meet at Feru/alem in three days time, and it was quickly fpread abroad both in Ferufalem, and 


accordingly they did, ¥. 6—g. when, at the ex- places adjacent, that fuch a great man, a com- 
hortation of Ezra, all agreed to it, and perfons were |miffioner from the king of Perfia, and a prieft of 
appointed to fee it done, and the work was finithed |the Jews, was in the utmoft diftrefs, rending his | 
in the {pace of three months, y. 1o—17. andalift garments, and plucking off his hair, and was 
of the names of thofe is given, who. had married crying and praying in a vehement manner; which 
fuch wives, and now put them away ; of the priefts, brought a great concourfe of people, who con- 
¥. 18—22. of the Levites, ¥. 23, 24. of the other |cluded fome great fins were committed, and fore 
Lfraelites, ¥. 24—44. judgments were coming upon them : for the péo- 
; ple wept very fore ; being affected with his con- 
¥. 1. Now when Ezra had prayed, and when be feffions, cries, and tears, and fearing wrath would 
‘had confeffed, weeping, &c. | Had confeffed the| come upon them for their fins,, 

fins of the people in prayer and fupplication, with yee I 

Vou. it a Aye italy & Hh ¥. 2. 
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ve 2, And Shechaniab the fou of Febicl, one of the \his father Foiakim' as fach; but ‘though Fobanan® ~~ 


fons of Elam, anfwered and foid unto Ezra, &c.||was never high-prieft, ‘being a younger fon, how-" 
This.man feems to be one\of thofe that now came/ever he was a perfon of note, and had a’ chamber | 


with Ezra from Babylon, fee ch. viii. 3, 5. we bavelin the temple, whither Ezra went, either to ad-_ 
trefpaffed againft our God, and have taken ftrange vife with the princes and elders in it, ¥. 8. orto” — 


-avives of the people of the land, not that he had refreth himfelf with food : and when he caine ' thi- 
taken any himfelf,, being but juft come into the ther, be did eat no breqd, nor drink water ; or ra* 
land, nor is his name in the lift of thofe that had;|ther not yet had be eat bread °, as fome tender it ; 
but inafmuch as many of the nation, of which he}|that is, not till he came thither, from ero mae he 
was a part, and his own father, and feveral of his|firft heard of the evil the people had cor 

uncles had;,y¥. 26. he expreffes himfelf in this|which very probably was early in the morning, 
manner : yet now there is hope in Irael concerning\and it was now evening: for he mourned for the 


this thing; of a reformation of this evil, and of |tranfgrefiion. of them that bad been carried away; ° 


pardon. for it. into captivity, but were now returned from it, “and 

y¥. 3. Now therefore let us make a covenant with\it grieved him the more, that after fuch kindnefs 
our God, &c.| Renew our covenant with him,|fhown them, they fhould be guilty of fuch an 
and lay ourfelves under frefh obligation by pro-|evil. . 


itted a 


mife and oath, and unanimoufly agree to put away| y.7. And they made proclamation, &c.} By the . 


all the. wives, and fuch as are born of them; he voice of an herald: throughout Judah and Ferufa- 
means. all the ftrange wives, fuch marriages be-| lem, unto all the children of the captivity; who 
ing unlawful; and fuch wives might the more] were returned from it: shat they fhould gather them- 
eafily be put away, fince bills of divorce were in|/elves together unto Ferufalem , within a time after 
frequent ufe with the ews, and the children of] mentioned. ) ‘ 
fuch alfo being illegitimate; and the rather they] ». 8. Aud that whofoever would come within three 
were to be put away, left they fhould corrupt other |days, 8cc.] Or at the end of three days, as Farchi; 
children, or get into the affections of their fathers, |this was the {pace of time allowed; and which was 
which might lead on to receive their mothers again, | pitched upon for the quick difpatch of this ‘affair, 
and efpecially this was to be done as a punifhment|to prevent any fchemes that might be formed to 
of their fin: though no doubt but a provifion|obitruct it, and left. thofe who had agreed to it, 
was to be made, and was miade, for the main-|and promifed to affilt in it, fhould repent and go 
tenance both of wives and children: according to|frony their word: according to the counfel of the 
the counfel of my Lord; either of Ezra, whom he) princes, aud of the elders; tor thoush Ezra had a 
honours with this title, ‘being a ruler under the)commiffion at large from’ the king of Perfia, to 
king of Perfia ; or of the Lord God, according to] enquire into and retorm all abufes, he cholé not to 
his will declared in his words which is his coun-|act of himfelf, but to have the opinion’ and con- 
fel: and of thofe that, tremble at the commandment| {ent of the fenate of the nation ; this he prudently 
of our God; feared to break it, and dreaded the|did to avoid their envy, and that he might haye 


effe&t of fuch a breach ; and who no doubt would/lefs oppofition,’ and better fuccefs: bis fubftance - 


follow the counfel of the Lord, and join in their|/hould be forfeited; or devoted” to facred ufes, to be 
advice to act according to the propofal made: avd|put into the treafury of the temple, and ufed in 
let it be done according to the law; as that direéts|the fervice of it, and therefore never to be return- 
in fuch, cafes. . ed: and himfelf feparated from the congregation of 
¥. 4. Arie, &cc.] From the ground, where he lay|shofe that had been carried away.; into captivity, 
proftrate : for this matier belongeth unto idee; as|but now returned from it; that is, fhould be exe 
a prieft and fcribe of the law, well veried in it,]communicated from them as a church, and be no 
and therefore gould direct what was to be done ac-}more reckoned of the body politic, or a freeman 
cording to it; and as a ruler under the king of|of J/rae/, and fo deprived of all privileges both in 
Perfia, and a commiffioner of his, to enquire whe-|church and ftate. 
ther the Jaw of God was obierved by the Fews, ch.| y.9. Then all the men of Fudab and Benjamin, 
vii. 14. and fo had authority to put the law in ex-|&c.] And fuch of the ro tribes that returned‘and 
ecution: we alfo will be with thee, to help and/dwelt among them: gathered themfelves together 
affift in the reformation of this evil: e of good|unto .Ferufalem within three days; the time fix« 
courage, and do it; don’t defpair of going thro’}ed; which they were the more careful to obferve, 
it, though there may be fome oppofition to it;|fince it was enjoined by the authority of princes | 
begin-and doubt not of fucceeding. and elders, and the punifhment in cafe of difobe- 
¥. 5. Then arofe Ezra, &c.] From the ground|dience very fevere: it was the ninth month, on the 
where he lay : aud made the chief priefis, and the\201b day of the month; the month Cifleu, which 
Levites, and all Ifrael to fwear, that they fhould do|an{wers to part of November and part of December 
according to this word; he took an oath of all that|fo that the zoth day muft be in the beginnin f 
were prefent, to do what was propofed, namely,|December ; this was almoft five months after 
to put away ftrange wives and their children : and|came to Ferufalem: and all the people Jat ih 
they /ware , by means of which they were kept to|/fereet of the houfe of Gods the ftreet which led ta 
their word of promife, an oath being a folemn,|the temple, the eaft-ftreet, 2 Chron. xxix. 4. tho? 
facred thing. | fome think this was the court of the people, ‘called 
¥.6. Then Ezra rofe up from before the. houfe of\a ftreet, becaufe it lay open; not yet walled in 3 
God, &c.] Departed from thence: and went inte\and, according to Fofephus%, it was in an’ per 
the chamber of Fohkanan the fon of Eliafib; who|room-of the temple, in which Ezra was, pi aps 
was of the family of the high-prieft. Eiia/hib was\the fame with the chamber of Fobana 7. oO. 


grandfon of Febua the high-prieft, and fucceeded trembling becaufe of this matter they were, ne oh 
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about ; fome that were guilty, not. knowing what 
punifhment would be inflicted on them, and others 
that were not, yet dreaded the wrath of God, left 
that fliould break out upon the whole congrega- 
tion for it: and for the gréat rain; which now fell, 
and which they interpreted as a token of the divine 
gifpleafure ; for though it was in winter-time, yet 
not with them atime of rain, for the former rain 
had fallen a month before ; fo that this being un- 
ufual and unexpected, they underftood it as be- 
tokening evil to them. 

y¥. 10. And Ezra the prieft ftood up, &c.] In 
the midft of the aflembly to make his fpeech, ac- 
quainting them with the reafon of their meeting 
together: and faid unto them, ye have tranfgreffed ; 
the law of God in the following inftance: and 
have taken firange wives; of the people of the land 
and others, idolatrous perfons : to increafe the tre/- 
pa/s of Iirael ; to add°to former iniquities, which 
had been the caufe of the captivity. 

y. 11. Now therefore make confeffion to the Lord 
God of your fathers, &c.| Of their fin, and ex- 
prefs their deteftation of it,- and repentance for 
it : and do bis pleafure; obey his will, and par- 
ticularly in this cafe: and feparate yourfelves from 
the people of the land, the Canaanites, &c. have 
no fellowfhip with them, make no covenants, con- 
tracts and alliances with them for the future: and 
from the flrange wives; they had taken, put them. 
away. 

J. 12. Then all the congregation anfwered and faid 
with a loud voice, &c.| That they might be heard, 
and to fhew that they were willing and ready to 
comply with what was propofed: as thou baft faid, 
fo muft we do, being convinced of their fia, they 
faw it was a duty incumbent on them to’ put 
away their ftrange wives, and that there was a 
neceffity of it, to avert the wrath of God from 
them. ~ \ ‘ 

y¥.13. But the people are many, &c.] Who have 
been guilty of this evil: amd it is a time of much 
rain, and we are ot able to fland without , in the 
ftreet, becaufe of the rain: meither is this a work 
of one day or two; to enqure into this affair, who 
they are that have taken ftrange wives, and to per- 
fuade or oblige them to put them away: for we 
are many that have tranfgreffed in this thing 5 in mar- 
rying ftrange wives. 

y. 14. Let now our rulers of all the congrega- 
tions fland, &c.] Let the great Sanhedrim, or court, 
of judicature at Ferufalem, be fixed and continued, 
and others : aud let all them which have taken firange 
wives in our cities, come at appointed times, to the 
court at Ferufalem, at certain and fixed known 
times of their fittings there for this purpofe : and 
with the elders of every city, and the judges thereof , 
the principal magiftrates of it, who were to teftify 
that upon fearch and enquiry thofe were the men, 
and all the men in their city, that had taken ftrange 
wives, and that they had put them away according 
to the order of the princes and elders ; and this they 
propofed to be done in every city, and the account 
to be brought to the Sanhedrim at Ferufalem, who 
were to fit at certain times till this affair was finifh- 
ed: until the fierce wrath of our God for this mat- 
ter be turned from us, which it feems had broke 
out in fome initances, and they feared would do 
yet more, unlefs this ftep was taken, whereby they 
hoped it would be averted. 
¥. 15. Only Fonathan the fon of Afahel, and Fa- 
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hqzijah the fon of Tikvah, were employed about the 
matter, &c.) “To fee-char this affiir'was céndue- 
ed in the manner propoted ; thatthe’ mabiftrarés of 
every city brought the perfons’ thar had bees ‘de: 
linquents, in,their tarns, of which they eave" thems 
notice, and took che account of thet af ‘they came! 
and “Mefbullam; and ‘Shabbethat” the Levire ‘betped 
them ; affifted them in this work; the other two 
perhaps were priefts, and both thefe Levites ; and 
thefe four were the only perfons appointed over 
this matter, as the phrafe in the preceding claufe may 
fignify ; though ‘farchi interprets it to a quite con- 
trary fenfe, that they were the only perfons that 
oppofed.and objected to it; and fo Dr. Lightfoor' 
underftands it, and renders it, food againft this mat- 
ter; in which they were feconded by the two Le- 
vites, and the fenfe is very probable. 

¥.16. And the children of: the captivity did. fo, 
&c.] Put away their ftrange wives: and Ezra 
the prief, with certain chief of the fathers, after 
the houfe of their fathers, and all of them by their 
names were feparated ; from all their other bufinefs, 
and gave themfelves up to attend to this wholly : 
and fat down in the firft day of the 10th month ; 
the month Teberh, which anfwers to part of Decem- 
ber and January; this was 10 days after the af- 
fembly of all the people met and broke up : thefe 
took their places in the great court, and there 
{at ¢o- examine the matter ; the accounts brought in 
from the feveral cities by .the magiftrates thereof, 
and recorded them. _ S~. 

¥.17. And: they made an end with all the men 
that had taken firange wives, &c.|  Finifhed their 
enquiry and examination of them: dy the fir/F day 
of the jirft month ; the month Nifaz, atifwering to 
part of March and April; fo that they were three 
months about this work, 3 
. Y. 18. Aud among the fons of thé priefls there 
were found that had taken ftrange wives, &c.] So 
that it need not be wondered at, that this evil 
fhould fpread among the people, when thofe who 
underftood the law, and fhould have inftructed 
the people in it, fet fuch an example: namely, of 
the fons of Fefbua the fon of Fozadak; who was ° 
the high-prieft ; and perhaps for this fault of his 
in not reftraining his fons from fuch unlawful mar- 
tiages, is he reprefented in filthy garments, Zech. 
ili..3. and bis brethren, Maafiah, and Eliezer, and 
Farib, and Gedaliah , thefe wete the brethren of 
Fefbua. 

*¥. 19. And they gave their hands that they would 
put away their wives, &c.] They propofed to do 
it, and actually did it: and being guilty ; of which 
they were fully convinced: they offered a ram of 
the flock for their trefpafs ; to make atonement for 
it, and thereby fet an example to others to do the 
like. Aben Ezra obferves, that we don’t find that 
the trefpafs-offering was a mulct'to fuch who mar- 
ried ftrange wives, and conjectures, that it was the 
advice of the chief men to doit. From hence, 
to the end of y¥. 43. is a lift of the’men that had 
married ftrange wives, and put them away; thofe 
in ¥. 20, 21, 22. were priefts ; in ¥.23,24. Le- 
vites, and thofe of them who were fingers or por- 
ters ; the reft were J/raelites: and it is a very com- 
mon diftinétion in Rabbinical writers, to diftinguifh 


ithe Fews into priefts, Levites, and Ifraelites, of 


thefe we know no more than their names ; fome 
of the heads. of the families may be obferved in 
ch. 2. 


5 Ye 44, 
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y¥. 44. All these bad taken firange wives, &c.} In|being made of the children being put away, as 


all about 113: and fome of them had wives by whom Shechaniab propofed, ¥. 3. it may be concluded 
they bad children and yet they put them away, 


which made it the more difficult for them todo; and cated in the true religion, and entered profelytes at 


thofe that had none, it is thought to be a. mark of a proper time and the rather, as Ezra gave no 


God’s difpleafure at fuch marriages. No mention orders about their putting away, ¥. 11. 
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they were not, but were taken care of to be edu- 


The Book o0 NEHEMIAH. 


CSYGR HIS book is, by the authors of the 


plainer afd eafier than his. It has always had a 
% Vulgate Latin and Arabic verfions, 


called the /econd book of Ezra, it 
being a continuation of the fame hi- 
ftory, and was by the ews reckon- 


on J/. ix. 7. calls it Ezra, fo the Ta/mud* ; and it 
has been quoted by chriftian writers under his 
name; fee the argument of the book of Ezra; but 
not as if it was wrote by him ; for it is a clear cafe 
it was wrote by Nebemiah, whofe name it bears, as 
appears from ¥. 1. and throtighout Nehemiah tpeaks 
of himfelf under the firft perfon; and the ftile 


place in the canon of {criptures,; both with Fews 
and Chriftians ; and is of ufe to fhew the fulAl- 
ment of the prophecy of Zechariah, and efpecially 
of Daniel concerning the building of the wall of 


ed as one book with Ezra; Kimchi Ferufalem in troublefome times; to carry on the 


hiftory of the Fewws, and defcribe the ftate of the 
church in thofe times, what oppofition was made 
to it, and what enemies it had, and what mutt be ex- 
pected when any work of God is fet about ; it is the 
laft of the hiftorical books that was written, as is 
thought, and contains an hiftory of the fpace of about 
2 years, from the 2oth of Artamerxes to the 32d of 


alfo is very different from that of Ezra, being his reign, fee ch. i, 16 and ii. 14 and xiii. 6. 


| CHAP. I. 


HIS chapter relates how that Nehemiah, be-|royal feat of the kings of it; as Ecdatana was in 
T ing at Shufban. in Perfia, and meeting with|the fummer-time, this in the fpring, as Gyrus made 
fore Fews, enquired of the ftate of Feru/falem, of|it, according to Xenophon”; but others fay*, it 
which having a melancholy account, he betook was their feat in winter, and this was the feafon now 
to mourning, fafting and prayer, ¥. 1—4. and his|}when Nebemiah was with the king there ; for Chi- 
prayer is recorded, ¥. 5—11. eu was a winter-month, anfwering to part of No- 
vember and of December; of Shufban, fee the note 

¥. 1. The words of Nehemiah the fon of Hacha-jon Dan. viii. 2. to which may be added, what a 
liab, &c.] Or his tranfaétions and deeds; forjtraveller of the laft century fays * of it, “* we 
Dibre fignifies things done, as well as words fpoken ;/refted at Valdac, once the great city Su/¢, but 
who Hachaliah his father was, is not known; the}ngw very ruinous; it was firft built by Zythonus, 
Arabic verfion adds the high-prieft, without anyjand his fon AMdemnon, but enlarged by Darius the 
foundation ; though fome have thought that Nebe-|fon of Hy/ta/pes s in the building whereof Memnon 
miah was a prieft, from a paffage in 2 Maccad. i.|was fo exceeding prodigal, that, as Caffioderus wri- 
18, &c. and from figning and fealing the cove-|teth, he joined the ftones together with gold =» 
nant at the head of the priefts, ch. x. 1, but he/fuch was the beauty and deleétablenefs of it for 
rather feems to be of the tribe of Fudah, fee ch, ii.|fituation, that they called it Su/a, which in the Per- 
3, 5. and Nehemiah may be the fame that went up '/iaa tongue fignified a /ily, but now it is called Va/- 
with Zerubbabel, and returned again, and then be-|dac, becaufe of the poverty of the place ;” and it is 
came the king’s cup-bearer; tho’ fome are of an-/generally fuppofed to have its name from the abun- 
other opinion, fee the note on Ezra ii. 2. andit came to|\dance of lilies about it; but Dr. Hyde * gives an- 
pa/sin the month Chiflew, the gthmonth, asthe Arabic other fignification of its name, he fays the Per- 
verfion ; of which fee Ezra x. 9. in the 20th year ;'fians called it ,yuym Sus, which fignifies /iguorice, 
‘not of Nebemiah’s age, for if he went up with Ze-\but for what reafons he fays not. ‘There is a city 
rubbabel, he muft be many years older; but in the/now called Shuffera, and is thought by fome tra- 
2oth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, ch. ii. 1. @5|vellers to be built at leaft very near where Shujban 
Iwas in Shufban the palace, a city in Perfia, the|formerly ftood ‘. 
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> Cyropadia, 1.8. c. 44. ¢ Athenaus, 1.12. ¢. te 
© Hitt, Relig. vet. Perf. c.35. p. 414. * Tavernier, tom. t. |. 4. ¢et. 
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* 'T. Bab. Succah, fol. 37.1. & Gloff. in ib. fol. 12. 1. 
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_ ¥. 2. That Hanani, one of my brethren, &c. ] 
Fither in natural relation, ch. vii. 2. or being a 
Few of the fame nation and religion; fo Farchi 
‘interprets it, one of my companions or acquain- 
tahce: be and certain men of Fudab; who came 
from thence to Shufhan on fome accouht or an- 
“other: and I ajked them concerning the ‘fews that 


had efcaped, which were left of the captivity , who. 


were returned from it to: their own land ; he en- 
quired of their health and profperity, in what cir- 
cumftances they were, whether profperous or ad- 
verfe, whether they flourifhed, or were in diftrefs : 
and concerning Jerufalem; whether it was rebuilt, 
the houfes and walls of it, and in what condition 
it was. 

¥ 3. And they faid unto ine, the remnant that 
are left. of the captivity there in the province, &c.] 
In Fudea, now reduced toa province of the Per- 
fian empire: are in great affidlion and reproach ; 
harafled and diftreffed, calumniated and vilified by 
their enemies the Samaritans : the wall of Ferufa- 
lem alfo is broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burnt with fire, that is, its wall and gates were in 
the fame condition in which Nebuchadnezzar had 
left them, for fince his times as yet they had never 
been fet up; for this is not to be underftood of 
what was lately done by their adverfaries, ‘which is 
not at all probable. 

¥.4. and if came to pafs when I heard thefe 
words, &c.] This fad and melancholy account of 
things: that I fat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days; fat down upon the ground in duft 
and afhes, after the manner of mourners, and wept 
bitterly, and mourned in a moft forrowful manner, 
fee Fob ii. 8, 12, 13. and fafted and prayed before 
the God of heaven; that made it, and dwells in it. 

¥. 5..And_faid, I befeech thee, O Lord God of 
heaven, &c.| He prayed not to the hoft of hea- 
ven, the fun in it, as the Perfians, but to the God 
of it, in a humble fupplicant manner: the great 
anda terrible God; who is to be feared, and had in 
reverence of all his creatures, becaufe of his great- 
nefs and glory, being God over all, bleffed for 
ever, and his name holy and reverend: shat keep- 
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ye ‘ 
Ch.i.y¥.2—a1f. 
| yx.7. We have dealt very corrupily againft thee, 
&c.] Corrupted his covenant, laws, and precepts, 
_as well as themfelves, ways, and works; all which | 
were againft the Lord, contrary to his nature 
mind, and will: aud bave not kept the command 
ments, nor the fiatutes, nor the judgments, which thou 
| commandedft thy fervant Mofes ; thz laws, moral, ces. 
remonial, and jtidicial. oz 
¥.-8. Remember, 1 befeech thee, the Sh) that 
thou tommandedjt thy fervant Mofes, ec. Co] uib- 
lifh and declare to the children of Tjrael, / Deut. 
xxviil. 64. and xxx. -3, 4, 5. /aying, if Je tranf= 
grefs; the law of God: J will fcatter you abroad: 
among the nations; as» now. they.had.beenameng) 
the Affyrians, Chaldeans, Medes and Perfians. 
¥.9. But if ye return unto me, and keep my com= 
mandments, and do them, &c.| Return by repent- | 
ance, and as a proof of the genuinenefs of it, yield 
obedience to the €ommahds of God, and continue 
therein: though there were- of you caft out unto the 
uttermoft part of the beaven; that is, the utter- 
moft parts of the earth, the moft diftant regions ; 
fo called, becaufe at the extreme parts of the ho- 
rizon, according to our apprehenfion, the heavens 
and earth touch each other; fo that what is the 
uttermoft part of the one, is fuppofed to be of the 
other: yet will / gather them from thence; and will 
bring them unto the place that I have chofén to fet my 
name there ; that is, to Ferufalem, where the tem= 
ple was built, and his name was called upon.) . 
y. 10. Now theje are thy fervants, and thy, peo- 
ple, &c.] Meaning thofe that were in Jerufalem 
and Fudab, gathered out of feveral countries,. and 
returned to Ferufalem : whom thou baft redeemed by 
thy great power, and by thy firong hand, touching 
and moving the heart of Cyrus to proclaim liberty 
to them, ' 
y. 11. O Lord, I befeech thee, let now thine ear 
be attentive to the prayer of thy fervant, &c.] To 
the prayer of Nehemiah, put up at this time: and 
to the prayer of thy fervants, who defire to fear thy 
name; the prayer of the Fews in Fudea, whole 
defire was to worfhip the Lord in his temple, ac- 
cording to his will.: and profper, I pray thee, thy 


eth covenant and mercy for them that love him, and| fervant this day ; meaning himfelf, who was to 


obferve bis commandments, who keep them from 
a principle of love to him; to thofe he has made 
gracious promifes in his covenant, which he 


truly and faithfully performs; and the confidera- 


tion of thefe perfections in God, animates and en- 
courages good men in prayer to him. 

y¥.6. Let thine ear be now attentive, &c.] To 
his prayer, asin ¥. 11. and thine eyes open; to be- 
hold with pity and compaffion the diftreffed cafe 
of Ferufalem, and the Fews in it: J pray before thee 
now, day and night, for the children of Irael thy 
fervants ; this he had continued to do ever fince 
he heard of their trouble and calamity: and con- 
fefs the fins of the children of Ifrael, which we have 
finned agatnft thee, both I and my father’s boufe have 
finned ; he confidered fin as the caufe of all this 
evil that had befallen his people, and confeffes it 
with forrow and humiliation, and not their fins 
only, but his own perfonal and family fins, 


£ Herodot. Thalia, five, 1. 
1 Homer. Iliad. 21. ¥. 234. 


3+ 34. Xenophon. Cyropedia, 


wait on the king of Perfia that day, and if he had 
opportunity intended to Jay the cafe of the Fews 
before him, and therefore intreats he might meet 
with fuccefs: and grant him mercy in the fight of 
this man; king Artaxerxes; who was.but a man, 
and whofe heart was in the hands of God, and he 
could eafily move him to pity and compaffion to- 
wards his poor people the Fews: for I was the 
king’s cupbearer; in the execution of which office 
he was often in the kiny’s prefence, and hoped to 
have an opportunity of {peaking to him in the be- 
half of the Fews; this with the Perfanus was 
reckoned a very honourable office*.. A fon of 
Prexafpes, a very honourable man, was made cup- 
bearer to Camby/es ; and fo it was with the Greeas 
and Romans"; and the poets not only swale Cae 
medes to be Fupiter’s cupbearer’, but even Vulcan 
himfelf is put into this office *. Fer pene 


1. ~ c. 36, » Vid. Athenei Deip 
* Homer. Iliad. 1, prope finem, — 
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If. 
his life, though it feems to be a common faluta- 
tion of the kings in thofe times, fee Dan. vi. 6, 21. 
why fhould not my countenance be fad, when the 
city, the place of my fathers fepulchres lieth wafte, 
and the gates thereof are confumed with fire? a 
man’s native place, and where his anceftors lie in- 
terred, being always reckoned near and dear, the 
king and his nobles could not objeé to his being 
concerned for the defolations thereof. 

¥. 4. Then the king faid- unto me, for what doft 
thou make requeft ? &c.| The king fuppofed that 


GFE AP. 
NEHEMIAH being forrowful in the king’s 
refence, the reafon of it was afked by the 
king, which he declared, and then took: the op- 
portunity to» requeft of the king, that hé might 
be fent to Feru/alem to rebuild it, which was grant- 
ed him, ¥. 1-—8. upon which he fet our, and 
came #0 ferufalem,, to the great grief of, the ene- 
mies of [/rael, ¥. g—11.,and atter he -had, been 
three days in Ferujalem, he, privately took a fur- 
vey of it, to fee what condition it was in, un- 
known to, the rulers there, ¥..12—16. whom he 
afterwards, exhorted,to rife up, and build the wall|there was a meaning in thofe looks and words of 
of the city, which they immediately fet about, ¥.}his, that he had a favour to afk of him, and there- 
17,18. not regarding the icoffs and taunts of their} fore encourages him to it; or the king of himfelf 
enemies, .¥. 19, 20. | moved this, as being defirous of doing any thing 
for him he would propofe, to make him eafy: /o 
I prayed to the God of heaven ; fecretly; in an eja- 
culatory way, giving him thanks for thus difpo- 
fing the king’s heart towards him, and intreating 
he might be directed what to afk, and in a proper 
manner, and that he might fucceed. 


¥. 1. And it came to pafs in the month Nifan, 
in the 20th year of Artamerxes, &c.] 1c was ftill 
but in the 2oth year of his reign; for though 
Nifan or March was the firft month of the year 
with the ews, and from. whence the reigns of 


their kings were dated’; yet with other nations, 
Jifvi or September was the beginning of the. reigns 
of their kings ™; fo that Chiflez or November. be- 
ing fince, fee ch. i, it was no-more in Nifan or 
March than the 20th of the faid king’s reign, and 
was three or four months after Nebemiah had. firlt 
heard of the diftrefs of his people ; which time he 
either purpofely fpent in fafting and prayer on that 
account, or until now his turn did not come about 
to exercife his office, in waiting upon the king as 
his cupbearer : but now it was hat wine was before 
dim , the kings it was brought and fet in a proper 
place, from whence it, might be taken for his 
ufe: and I took up the wine, and gave it to the 
king 5 according to Aenapbon", the cupbearer with 
the Perfians and Medes ufed to take the wine out 
of the veffels into the cup, and pour. fome of it 
into their left-hand, and fup it up, that if there 
was any poifon in it, the king might not be hurt, 
and then he delivered it to him upon three fin- 
gers°: now I bad not been before-time fad in kis 
prefence ; but always pleafant.and chearful, fo that 
the fadnefs of his countenance was the more taken 
notice of. » . 

¥. 2. Wherefore the king faid unto me, why is thy 
countenance fad, feeing thou art not fick? &c.) He 
had nodiforder upon him to change his countenance, 
and make him forrowful, and therefore afks what 


fhould be the reafon of it: ,t2is is nothing ee but 


forrow of heart; this is not owing to any bodily 
_difeafe or pain, but fome inward trouble of mind , 
or wickednefs of beart®, {ome ill defign in his mind, 
which being confcious, of, and thoughtful about, 
was difcovered in his countenance ; he fufpected, 
as Farchi intimates, a defign-to kill him, by put- 
ting poifon into his cup: thea Iwas very fore afraid ; 
left the king fhould have-fufpicion of an. ill defign 
on him ; or left, fince he muft be obliged to give 
the true reafon, he fhould, not fucceed in his. re- 
queft, it being fo large, and perhaps many about 
the king were no friends to the Jews. 

¥. 3. And I faid unto the king, let the king live for 


ever, &¢c.] Which fome think he faid to take off 


the king’s fufpicion of his having a defign upon 


! Mifn. Rofhhafhanah, c. 1. §. 1. . 
© Vid. Heliodor: Ethiopic. 1.7. ¢. 27. "+ ° 
4 Herodot. Polymnia, five, 1.7. ¢. 14 


® T. Bab. Rofhhathanah, fol. 3. i. 
P39 YP wana xapdias, Sept. malum wefcio quod in corde tuo et, V.L. 


¥. 5. And I faid unto the king, if it pleafe the 


king, and if thy fervant have found favour in thy 


ight, &c.|} We fubmits what he had to fay wholly 


to the pleafure of the king; and puts it upon. his 
wamerited favour, and not on any defert of his 
own: that thou wouldft fend me unto Fudah unto 
the city of my fathers fepulchres, that I may build 
it; the wall of it, and the houfes in it; the favour 
was, that he might have leave to go thither, and 
fet about fuch a work, for which he was: fo 
concerned. 


much 


¥. 6. And the king faid unto me, the queen atfo 


fitting by him, &c.] Which it feems was not very 
common for the queens of Perfa to dine with the 
kings their hufbands; though this may be ob- 
ferved, not fo much for the fingularity of it, as 
for the providence of God in it, that fo it fhould 


be, fhe having a good refpect for Nebemiah, and 


the Fewsz/h nation, and forwarded the king in his 
grant to him: if this king was Darius Hy/fta/pis, 
this his queen was 4offa, daughter of Cyrus *, who 


might be the more friendly to the Jews, on account 


of ‘her father’s great regard unto them : for how 


long fhall thy journey be? and when wilt thou re- 
turn ¢ what time would he afk to do this bufinets 
in? this fhows the king had a great refpect for 
him, and was loth to part with him, at leaft for 
any great length of time: /o it pleafed the king to 


[end me; when he promifed to return unto him, not 


in 12 years, which was the time of his government 
in Judea, but in a leffer fpace,’ perhaps a year at 
moft, fince in lefs than-two months the wall of 
Jerufalem was finifhed, and it may be, that he 
then returned to the king of Perfia, who fent him 
again under the character of a governor, finding 
it was for his intereft to have fuch a man. in thofe 
parts. 

¥. 7. Moreover, I faid unto the king, let letters 
be given me to the governors beyond the river, &c.]} 
The riverof Euphrates, on that fide of it towards 
the land of ‘Judea: that they may convey me over till 
1 come into Fudah: furnifh him with provifions, 
and a guard to protect him, 


y. 8. 


® Cyropedia, |, 1. ¢. 11, 
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¥.8. And a letter unto Afaph the keeper of the| y.13. And I went out by night, by the gate of 
king’s foreft, &cc.] The foreft or mountain of Le- tthe valley, &c.] Where that formerly flood, for 
banon, which becaufe of its odoriferous and fruit-/the-gates had been burnt, and were not as yet re- 
bearing trees, was more like an orchard or para-| built; this was the gate that led to the valley of 
dife, as this‘word fignifies, and fovit is tranflated in| Febofkaphat, according to fome; or rather to the 
Eccl. ii, 5. Cant. iv. 13. and at the extreme part of| valley of dead bodies, through which the brook 
it, it feems there was acity called Paradijus*; fach| Kidrog ran, fee 2 Chron. xxvi. 9. Fer. XXX. 4. it is 
an officer as.here,was among the Romans, called Sa/-|the gate through which Chrift went to Calvary; it 
tuarius’, and is now among us: that be may give|led to Shiloh, Bethoron, and Galan: even before the 
me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace|dragon-well; fo called from its winding about, juft 
which appertaineth to the boufe, not the king’s pa-|as a crooked winding river is called ferpentine s 
Jace near the temple, for that might have occafioned | though fome think here ftood an image of a dra- 
{ufpicion in the king, that his view was to fet up|gon, either in wood, or ftone, or brafs, out of 
himfelf as king in Fudea; but for the gates of the}the mouth of which the water flowed from the 
courts adjoining to the temple, and of the walljwell; and-others, that fince the defolations of Fe- 
of the outward court, and of the wall which was |ru/alem, ferpents or dragons had their abode here :- 
to encompafs the mountain of the houfe, the whole} and tothe dung-port ; by which they ufed to carry 
circumference of it : and for the wall of the city ;\the dung out of the city, and by which they went 
to make gates of in various places for that, where|to Foppa, the fea, and all the weftern parts: and 
they ftood before: and for the houfe which I foall\ viewed the walls of Ferufalem, in what condition 
enter into, and dwell in during his ftay at Yeru-|they were, what was neceffary to be wholly taken 
falem: and the king granted me, all the above fa-|down, and where to begin to build: it muft have 
vours: according to the good hand of my God upon|been a moon-light night, or he could not have 
me the kind providence of God, which wrought }taken a view ; for to have carried torches or lamps 
on the heart of the king, and difpofed it towards | with them, would have difcovered them: and the 


shim, and over-ruled all things for good, gates thereof were confumed with fire; nothing of 


¥. 9. Then L came to the governors beyond the river, | them remained. 
&c.] Who thefe governors were, whether the} y.14. Len I went on to the pool of the fountain, 
fame-who were in the fecond year of this king’s jand to the king’s pool, &c.] That led tosthe foun- 
reign 18 years ago, Tatnai and Shethar-boznai, is i cain Siloah or Gibon, fo called; it was the ‘way to 
not certain ; sow the king had fent captains of the\the potter’s field, to Bethlehem, Hebron, Gaza, and 
army, and horfemen with me; both to do him ho-|£gypt. Rauwolff fays*, there is ftill ftanding on 
nour, and for his fafety ; and coming thus attend-|the outfide of the valley Zyropeum, (which diltin- 
ed, mutt ferve to recommend him to the gover-}guifhes the two mounts Zion and Moriah) the gate 
nor, who received him from them at the river{of the fountain, which hath its name, becaule it 
Euphrates, and conducted him to Fudab, leadeth towards the fountain of Sifoab, called the 
y. 10. When Sanballat the Horonite, &c.] Whojking’s pool: dat there was no place for the beaft 
either prefided at Horonaim, or fprung from thence, | that was under me to pafs; becaufe of the heaps of 
a city of Moab, If. xv. 5. and Tobiah the fervant, | rubbifh that lay there. 
the Ammonite ; who was formerly a flave, but now| y.15+ Then went 1 up in the night by the brook, 
raifed from a lows mean eftate, to be governor in the| &c.]’ The brook Kédron: and viewed the wall, 
Jand of Ammon, though ftill a vaffal of the king| that was -on that fide: and turned back; did not 
of Perfia: heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly,| go quite round the wall, the way perhaps being 
that there came a man to feek the welfare of the chil- | obftruéted with rubbifh, and'was unpaflabie, or 
dren of Ifrael,; to which the Moadites and Ammo-\he had not time to do it: and entered by the gate 
nites were always averfe, and ever bore an hatred | of the valley, and {fo returned; into the city, the 
to Jfrael, and envied every thing that tended to|fame way he went out of it, ¥. 13. 
their happinefs. y. 16. And the rulers knew not whither I went, 
y.11. So I came to Ferufalem, and was there\or what I did, &c.| The rulers of the city of Fe- 
three days.| Before he entered on any bufinefs,|ru/alem, who feem to be officers of the king of 
refting himfelf from the fatigue of the journey,|Perfe, fince they are diftinguifhed from Fewi/h 
and receiving the vifits of his friends, as Hzra be-| rulers, in the next claufe: either bad I as yet told 
fore him did, ch. viii. 32. it to the Fews ; what he came about and defigned 
y.12. And larofe in the night, I and fome few|to do: nor to the priefts, nor to the nobles, nor to the 
men with me, &c.| Both the feafon of the night, |r#/ers; the principal men among the Fews, both 
and the fmall number of men to accompany him, |ecclefiaftical and civil: nor to the reft that did the 
were chofen for greater fecrefy, that the bufinefs | work; of building and repairing neither; thofe that 
he came upon might not as yet be known, and fo|were employed in it, nor thofe that overlooked ir. 
no {chemes formed to obftruct or difcourage: meiz| ¥. 17. Then faid I unto them, &c.| The priefts 
ther told I any man what God bad put in my beart\and princes of the ews: you fee the diftrelt that 
to do at Ferujalem, he was fatisfied, that what he|we are in; lie open to our enemies, and expofed 
had in view was from the Lord, who had ftirred jto their infults : bow Ferufalem lieth wajfte, and the 
Kim up to it, but thought it prudent for the pre-|gates thereof are burnt with fire, ch. i. 3. and ii. 
fent to conceal it, until things were prepared to put] 3, 13. come, and let us build up the wall of Ferufa- 
it in execution: weither was there any deaft with|lem, that we be no more a reproach ; to their neigh- 
me, fave the beaft that I rode upon; he only rode}bours about them, who fcoffed at them as a de- 
perhaps on a mule, being not yet recovered quite j fencelefs people, and frequently came in upon them, — 
from the fatigue of his journey, and for the fake} and fpailed and plundered them of their goods and 
of honour; the reft went on foot, that there might { fubftance. RK oA 
be no noife made, and fo pafs on unheard and un-{ y¥. 18. Then I told them of the hand of my God 


obferved. whith was good upon me, &c.) Of the kind pro- 
a vidence 
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vidence of God in exalting him in the court of the/fufier for it: will ye rebel againft the king ? the 
king of Perfia, in giving him an opportunity ofjking of Perfia ; it will be deemed rebellion and 
laying the fad cafe of Ferufalem before him, and injtreafon, and you'll be taken up and treated as.re- 
inclining his heart to fhew favour to him, andjbels and traitors; take care what you do, be it at © 
grant his requeft: as al/o the king’s words that belyour peril if you proceed. 
bad fpoken to me; what pafied between them on} y.20. Then anfwered J them, and faid unto them, 
this fubject, the commiffion he gave him, and the;&c.]- With much fpirit and boldnefs, not at all 
Jetters he fent by him to his governors on this fidejintimidated by their {coffs or threats: the God of 
the river: and they faid, let us rife up and build ;\heaven, be will profper us; whom we ferve, ‘and 
encouraged by this account of things, they pro-junder whofe protection we are, who will fupply 
pofed to fet about the work immediately : /o ¢heyjus with every thing we want, and fuccéed this un- 
ftrengthened their hands for this good work ; ani-|dertaking, in whofe name we engage in it, and of 
mated and encouraged one another to proceed to}whom we depend, and we care not what man can 
it at once with chearfulnefs, and to go onin it with\|do to us: therefore we bis fervants will arife and 
fpirit and refolution, . build; in fpite of all oppofition, difficulties, and 

¥. 19. But whew Sanballat the Horonite, and To-\difcouragements : but you have no portion, nor right, 
biah the ervant the Ammozite, and Gefhem the Ara-\nor memorial in Fernfalem; no part of the city be- 
bian, &c.| This third man might be both anjlonged to them; they had no jurifdiétion there ; 
Arabian by birth, and governor of fome part of|they had no name there, nor their anceftors, in 
Arabia near Judea: heard it; of their beginning|times paft ; nor. had they done any thing to per- 
to build: ¢hey laughed us to {corn, and defpifed us ;\petuate their memory in it: in fhort, they had no- 
as ‘vety filly people, that undertook whar they |thing to do with them, neither in religious nor in 
could never perform: avd feid; adding threaten-|civil things; and it was beft for them to mind 
ings to their {coffs: what is this thing that ye, do ?}their own affairs where they prefided, and not trou- 
do ye know what ye are about? have ye any au-|ble themfelves about theirs. 
thority to do it? it is unlawful; you will certainly 
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firft-fruits : and fet up the doors of it 5 and fo finifh- 
ed it: even unto the tower of Meah they fanétijied it, 
unto the tower of Hananeel; fo far they Uuilt, 
and what they built they fanctified. The tower of 
Meabh, or a hundred, as the word fignifies, might 
be fo called, either becaufe it was 100 cubits from 
the fheep-gate on one fide, and as many from the 
tower ot Hananeel on the other fide, ftanding be- 
tween both; or becaufe it was roo cubits high: 
thefe two towers perhaps were firm and ftrong, 
and needed no repair, fince no mention ig made of 
any ; though they feem to me'to be one and the 
fame tower ; fee Fer. xxxi. 38. Zech. xiv. 10. 
y.2. And next unto him builded the men of Fe- 
richo, &c.|] The pofterity of thofe that formerly 
inhabited that city ; thefe began where E/iafhib and 
the priefts ended, and went on from thence : and 
next to them; or rather to him; the high-priett : 
builded Zaccur the fon of Imri; who probably was 
the chief of the men of Jericho, ‘ 


ae chapter contains thé names of the 
builders of the wall of Ferufalem, the ord 
in which they worked, where they began, an 
where they ended, which was the fheep-gate, ¥. 
I—}32: 


¥. 2. Then Eliafhib the bhigh-prick rofe up with 
bis brethren the priefts, &c.] ~ This was the grand- 
fon of Fefbua or Fo/bua the high-prieft, his father’s 
name was Joickim, ch. xii. 10. being high prieft, 
and rifing firft, he fet a good example both to the 
priefts and to the people, and ferved no doubt 
greatly to animate and encourage them :, and they 
built the fheep-gate; fo called, becaufe the. fheep 
were led through it to the temple; and near it was 
the fheep-market, where they were fold, and the 
fheep-pool, where the facrifices were wafhed ; and 
this being near the temple, and for the fervice of 
it, the priefts undertook that; not that they la- 
boured with their hands at it, though it is poffible 
fome of them might; but they were at the ex-| ¥. 3. But tbe fio-gate did the fons of Haffenaab 
pence of it, employed labourers, and paid them,|2ui/d, &c.} So called, becaule fith was brought 
and direéted them, and had the overfight of them ;|from the fea-coafts through it, and near it was thé 
this gate was-to the fouth of the city; and Ray- fifh-market ; this alfo was fouthward, according 
wolf fays, it was ftill ftanding by Moriah, the|{to Dre Lighifoot*; others fay northward; fome 
mountain of the temple, which the Turks have|fay it led to the fea of Gafiiee, Jordan, and all the 
taken to themfelves, and built onit a Turki/h mofque|eaft and north-country : but it is moft likely to be 
or temple. — Near the gate, you fee ftill, he fays,|weftward towards the Mediterranean fea, Tyre and 
_the fheep-pond, which is large and deep, wherein} /eppa, from whence fifh were brought; and Raz- 
the Nethinim ufed to wafh the beafts, and then|wolf fays ’, it is ftill ftanding towards the’ weft, 
gave them to the priefts ;_ it is faid“, to lead to the|behind mount Sion, and over-againft mount Gibon, 
- mount of Olives, to Bethany, to ‘fericho, the de- fee 2 Chron. xxxiii. 14. he alfo fays, this gate was 
fert, and all the eaft-country to ordan : they fanc-|called the gate of Hebron, becaufe the road of He- 
tified it , this being for facred ufe, and they facred|/rew went through it, which is about feven or eight 
perfons ; and this the firft part of the building,}hours walking diftant from it: who alfo laid the 
they prayed for a bleffing on it, and in it on the |deams thereof, and fet up the doors thereof, the locks 
whole work undertaken, of which this was the|thereof, and the bars thereof; completely finifhed it. 
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¥. 4. Aud next unto themrepaired Meremoth, the yt. 10. And next unto him repaired Fedaiah, the 
fon of Uriah, the fon of Koz, 8¢c.] And the men un | /on of Harumaph, over-againft his boufe, 8cc.) Thar © 
der him ; fee Azra viii. 33. this part of the wall] part of the wall which ftood right againft his houfe; 
on which they worked, was not wholly demolifhed,| and to take this part he could not well objeét to it, 
only weakened, and therefore did not rebuild it,)and it might be reafonably thought he would take — 
but ‘repaired and ftrenethened it, and this phrafe|care to repair. it well, and make it ftrong for his | 
is ufed .all along afterwards : and next unto them\own fafety : and next unto bim repaired Hattufh, 
repaired Mefoullam, the fon of Berechiah, the fon of\the fon of Hafhabuiah , but who he was is no 
Mefhezabeel: and next unto them repaired Zadok,\ known. a 
the fon of Baana, but who they were cannot be] y.11. Malchijab the fon of Harim, and Hafoub | 
faid. . the fon of Pabhath-moab, &c.] The fathers of thefe 
y¥.5. And next unto them the Tekoites repaired,| were heads of families that came out of captivity 
&c.| Theinhabitants of Tekoa, acity in the tribe] with Zerubbabel, Ezra ii. 6, 32. repaired the other 
of Fudah ; fee Amos i. 1. but their nobles put not| piece 5 or fecond piece, below and next to that 
their necks to the work of their Lord ; either of Ne-|which Hat/ufd repaired, the laft builder mentioned : 
hemiab, asfome, or rather of the Lord, and prince|and the tower of the furnaces ; near to which were 
appointed over their families, as ben, Ezra, to|furnaces for the baking of bread, or of bricks. 
whom they would not be fubject ; though it feems] ¥.12. And next unto him repaired Shallum, the 
beft with archi, to underftand it of the Lord|/on of Halloeh, &c.] So called, as Ben Melech 
their God, by whofe command this work was be-|fays, from his being an inchanter of ferpents, ora 
gun; but they refufed to give any affiftance to it] wife prudent couniellor : ¢he ruler of the half part 
with their purfes or prefence, but withdrew from|of Ferufalem ; of the other half ; feey. 9, he and 
it, as refractory oxen withdraw their necks from| dis daugheers,; who were rich widows or heirefles, . 
the yoke. This is oblerved to their difgrace, when{and employed men to build at their own expence; — 
the common people of their city were ready to|he. feems to have had no fons. 
work, and did. ¥..13. The valley-gate répaired Hanuh, &e.| OF. 
y¥.6. Morecver the old gate repaired Feboiada,| which fee ch. ii. 13. -and the inhabitants of Zanoah ; 
the fon of Pafeab, and Mefhullam the fon of Befodaiah,\a city in the tribe of Fudah, Fob. xv. 34. they 
&c.| Which fomethink was fo called, becaufe it} daz/¢ it, and fet up the doors thereof, &c. fee. 3. 
led to the old city Salem. Dr. Lightfoot* thinks|and 1000 cubits on the wall to the dung-gate ; that 
it is the fame with the fecond or bird-gate, Zeph.Jis, they repaired the wall to fuch a length from the 
i.10. According to Vatablus, it was the gate of the} valley-gate to the dung-gate ; fee ch. ii. 13. 
old pool, J/ xxii. 11. or rather perhaps it was the} y.14. But the dung-gate repaired Malchiab the 
gate of the old wall 7o/ephus {peaks of ° ; it led to} /on of Rechab, &c.] If this was’ one of the Re-° 
the north of the land : shey laid the beams thereof ;|chabites, they were forbid to build houfes, Fer. 
asin ¥. 3. . xxxv, 7. but perhaps though they might not build 
y. 7. And next unto them repaired Melatiah the\private houfes for themfelves to dwell in, they 
Gibeonite, and Fadon the Meronathite, the men of Gi-\ might be employed in building walls and fortrefles 
beon and Mizpab, &c.| Which places were both in{for public fecurity ; though it is more probable 
the tribe of Benjamin, Fob. xviii. 25,26. and one|that this man was not of that family: the ruler of 
of thefe men was of the one place, and the other|part of Beth-baccerem ; or of the tract of Beth-bac- 
of theother: unto the throne of the governor on this|cerem, a place between Tekoab and Ferufalem ; fee 
fide the river-, where the governor of thofe parts] Zer. vi. 1. be built it, and fet up the doors thereof; 
under the king of Perfa had his feat, and now Ne-|&c. as in y¥. 3. ‘ 
bemiah ; but, according to Aben Ezra, Ciffe, render-| ¥.15. But the gate of the fountain, &c.] O 
ed throne, is the name of a man who was the go-|which fee ch. ii. 14. repaired Shallum, the fon of 
vernor. Colbozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpab; of a tratt, 
¥. 8. Next unto bimrepaited Uzziel the fon of Har-)diftri€t, town, or city fo called; psrhaps that in 
haiah, of the goldfmiths, &c.) Or Tzorephim,|the tribe of Benjamin, fee y. 7. he built it, and co= 
which, according to Yarchi, was the name of a}vered it ; roofed it, which is not faid of any of the 
family fo called from their trade and bufinefs : wext) other gates, whether becaufe of the fountain at it 
unto kim alfo repaired Hananiah the fon of one of the\and fet up the doors thereof, &c. finifhed it com- 
apothecaries ; or confectioners, which alfo might|pleatly : and the wall of the pool of Siloah by the 
be the name of a family fo called for the fame rea-| king’s garden; which was formerly without the 
fon: and they fortified Ferufalem unto the broad| wall, on the weft, but afterwards taken in by Ma- 
wall; which reached from the gate of Ephraim|naffeh, who built it;. fee 2 Chron. xxxiii, 14. and 
to the corner-gate, which was broken down by Fo-|from hence the king’s garden was watered: and 
af, king of Jrael, but was rebuilt fo ftrong by|unto the ftairs that go down from the city of David Vie 
Uzziah, king of Fudab, that it ftood firm to this| Zion, which was built on an eminence, from which — 
time ; wherefore thefe men repaired up to it, but|they went down by fteps into thé lower city 
left that as they found it ; fee 2 Chron. xxv. 23.| Acra. ger ia i 
and xxvi. 9, were not careful to repair it, it not} y. 16. After him repaired Nebemiah the fon gy 
wanting any repair. Axbuk, the ruler of the half part of Bethzur;) A 
¥.9. And next unto them repaired Rephaiah, the\ftrong fortified place in the tribe of Judab, Jofo. 
fon of Hur, the ruler of the balf part of Ferufalem ;|\xv. 58. unto the place over-againft the Sepulchre ec‘: 
That city belonging partly to the tribe of Yudab,| David ; where he and his family, and the ae ‘OF. - 
and partly to the tribe of Benjamin, one part of it|his race were buried, which remained to any a 


—. 


was under a governor that was of the tribe of}untouched by the Babylonians, and to many ages — 
Judah, as this man feems to be; and the other] after ; fee Aésii. 29. and to the pool that was wee 
12. made by Hezekiah, 2 Kings xx, 20. and. — 
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boufe of the mighty ; where was a garrifon of fol- 
diers in former times for defence. 
¥. 17. After him repaired the Levites, Rebum the 
fon of “Bani, &c] Who was one of them, as he 
that follows was another : next unto bim repaired 
Hajfbabiah, the ruler of the half part of Keilab, a 
city of the tribe of Fudah, Foo. xv. 4. in his part 5 
either with the men of that part of Keilab under 
his jurifdiction, or at the expence of that part 
of it. 
¥.18. After him repaired their brethren, &c.] 
Kither the brethren of the two before named ‘par- 
ticularly, or the Levites their brethren in general, 
as Farchi: Bavat, the fon of Henadad, the ruler of 
the half part of Keilab; the other half of that|den, the valley of Sebofbaphat, and from thence a 
place. ° plain way to Bethany: and the tower that lieth out ; 
¥.19: And next tohim repaired Exer; the fon of \trom the wall. 
Fefaua, the ruler of Mizpab, &c.] Either of ano-|  y. 27. After them the Tekoites repaired another 
ther Mizpab, or of the other half of Mizpab, y.|pieve, &c.] Having finifhed what tHey undertook : 
15. another piece 3 or a Second piece ; one of the}in another part of the wall, y. 5. they engage in 
two pieces ; for another is mentioned in the next|this part of it; which fhews their great zeal and 
verfe: over againft the going up to the armoury, at diligence, when their nobles were fo backward to 
the turning of the. wall; the weftern wall towards|it, and withdrew from it: over againft the great 
the fouth, near to which was a place where armour | tower that lieth out; the fame as in the preceding 
was laid up ; perhaps the fame with the tower of|verfe: even unto the wall of Opbel, from right 
David, to which there is an allufion in Cant.|acainft the great tower unto the wall the Tekoites 
iv. 4. . repaired. - 
¥. 20. After bigs Baruch the fon of Zabbai, ear-\ y. 28: From above the horfe-gate repaired the 
neftly repaired the other piece, &c.] Towards and| priefts, &c.] So called, either becaufe near it were 
next to the /zer that laft builder mentioned had re-} {tables for horfes ; or through it horfes were led to 
paired; and this he did earneffly, or in anger, as|be watered at the brook Kidron, to which it was 
the word fignifies, being angry with himfelf or|near; or to be exercifed in the valley ; Fofephus © 
others, that there was any backwardnefs fhown to} {peaks of the Hippic, or horfe-tower, which might 
the work ; and therefore, with all hafte and eager-|be near it: every one over againjt his boufe ; for it 
nefs imaginable attended to it: from the turning of | {feems there was a row of houfes in which the priefts 
the wall; fee the preceding verfe : unto the door of\dwelt, and each of them repaired as much of the 
the boufe of Eliafoib the high-prieft, of whom fee| wall as was right againft his houfe. 
y. 1. now either his houfe was upon the wall, or] y. 29. After them repaired Zadok the fon of Im- 
that part of the wall that was right againft the door| mer, over againft his houfe, &c.] After the lat of 
of his houfe is here meant. the priefts, this begun where they ended, and re- 
y. 21. After kim repaired Meremoth the fon of|paired as far as his houfe reached ; and being, per- 
Uriah, the fon of Koz, another piece, 8c.) He haps, a perfon of fome note, his houfe might be a 
had wrought before in another part, ¥. 4. but|large one: after him repaired alfo Shemaiab, the fon 
having finifhed that, he fets his hand a fecond time] of Shemaiah, the keeper of the ea/t-gate ; that is, of 
to the work : from the door of the houfe of Eliafbib,\the temple ; for the gates of the city having been: 
even to ihe end of the houfe of Eliafbib , the door of| burnt fo long, it cannot be thought there fhould 
his houfe feems to have been at one end of it, and} be a keeper of any of them. 
from that end to the other was a confiderablelength;| y¥. 30. After bim repaired Hananiah the fon of 
be being a great man, the high-prieft, had a large] Shelemiah, and Hanun the fixth fon of Zalaph, ano- 
houfe. ther piece, &c.] This laft man had fix fons; but 
¥. 22. And after him repaired the priefts, the men| only his youngeft fon wrought at this work, which 
of the plain.\ Either of the plain of Fericho, where,| is obferved to his great commendation : after him 
in after-times at leaft, there was a ftation of the| repaired Me/bullam the fon of Berechiab, over againft 
priefts, or of the plain about Feru/alem ; thofe alfo| his chamber; the fame as in y. 4. whio having 
affifted in the repairs of the wall. “ finifhed what he engaged in there, took his part 
y. 23. After him, &c.] The laft of the priefts} where his chamber was, and repaired over againft 
before-mentioned : repaired Benjamin, and Hafbub,| that. 
éver againft their boufe,; as much of the wall as the| y. 31. After him repaired Malchiab, the gold- 
length of their houfe, or houfes, were: after bim| finith’s fon, &c.] Or the fon of Tzoreph, as fome, 
repaired Azariah the fon of Maafeiah, the fon of|{o called from his bufinels : unto the place of the 
Ananiah, by bis boufe; as far as that reached. Nethinims, and of thé merchants: he repaired up to 
¥. 24. After him repaired Binnui the fon of Hena-|\the place where thefe dwelt: over againjt the gate 
dad, another piece, &c.] Beginning where dza-) Miphkad ; where fome think was an houfe of vifi- 
riah ended : unto the turning of the wall, even unto| tation or correétion; and others, where the Sanbe- 
the corner, the corner where the wall turned from} drim fat, tried caufes, and exercifed jultice : and to 
the fouth to the eaft. |4he going up of the corner; from the eaft to the 
¥. 25. Palal the fon of Uzai, over againft the\ north. 
turning of the wall, Gc.) Who dwelt there, and] y¥. 32. And between the going up of the corner unto 
fo repaired what was right againft him: and the} the fheep-gate, &c.] Where the building firft be- 
bower which keth out from the king’s high boufe:\gan, and where it now ended: repaired (pans 
hy Af ; mites 


which might. be built for profpe&, or his upper 
houfe: that was by the court of the prifen; and wé 
often read in Feremiah of the court of the prifon 
being in or near the king’s houfe, fee ch. xxxii. 2. 
after him, Pedaiab the fon of Parofo ; went on from 
hence with the repair. 

¥.26. Moreover, the Nethinims dwelt in Opbhel, 
&c.] An high tower upon the wall, in this part 
of it, fee 2 Chron. xxvii. 3. thefe were fervants to 
the Levites, and repaired here, where their dwel- 
lings were: unto the place over againft the water- 
gate toward the eaft; and as one part of their work 
was to fetch water for the temple, they were here 
very properly fituated ; it led to the king’s gar- 
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fniths and the merchants; or druggifts; which was|with the gates of it, were rebuilt and sepaired, pa 
done at their expence ; and fo the wall all round, | which was all done in 52 days, ch. Vi. 15.0 = 
See ae .Speage. 
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4 HIS chapter relates, how the Hews, whilft| proached us, let them be defpifed and reproached 
building, were mocked by their enemies, to| by their neighbours: give them for @ prey in the 
which no anfwer was returned but by prayer to|/and of captivity; let them be carried captive, as 
God, and they went on notwithftanding in their]we have’ ‘been, and become a ‘prey and Booty to 
work, ¥. 1—6. and how that their enemies con- | their enemies. aa 
fpired againft them, to hinder them by force of| y¥.5. And cover not their iniquity, and let not their 
ae. ¥.7—12.. to oppofe which, both fpiritual |/z be blotted out from before thee, &c.] Letit not 

go unpunifhed, and even let it not be pardoned ;, 

which is fpoken, not from a private fpirit of fe- 
venge, but from a public fpirit for the glory of 
|God, and his juftice ; and not as 4 mere impreca- 
tion, but as a prophecy of what would be the eafe, in 
like'manner as many of David’s petitions in the 
pfalms ; and for this there was a good foundation, 
fince God had threatened the Moadites and Ammo- 
nites with utter deftruction : for they have provoked 
thee to anger before the builders ; by defpifing his 
people, and mocking at the work the Lord had 
called them to; and this they did publickly, and 
on purpofe to difcourage the workmen. 

¥.6. So built we the wall, &c.| Went on ia 
building it, notwithftanding their feoffs and threats : 
and all the wall was joined together unto the balf 
thereof 5 it was carried all round the eity to half 

the height of it: for the people had a mind to werk , 

their heart was in it, they had a good will'te ir, 

and they made hafte to finifh it. ' : 
¥.7. And it came to pals that when Sanballat, and 

Lobiab, and the Arabians, &c.} Who wete under 

and influenced by Gefbem the Arabian: and the Am- 

monites ; over whom Todieh was governor’: and the 

Afdodites , who were of A/hdod or Azotus, one of 

che principalities ‘of the Péi/iftines, who were al- 

ways enemies to the Jews: heard that the wails of 

Ferufalem were- made up; or the tength of them 

went ap; that is, the height of thems; that they 

Tofe up high apace, and were got up to, or almoit 

‘to their proper height: aud that the breaches began 
to be fropped , for the walls were not all thrown 

down by the Chaldeans, but breaches made’ here 

and there, which were now repaired: shen they 
ag very wroth ; and could not avoid thewing it ; 
before they mocked them, as attempting what they 

‘could not go through with, but now perceiving the 

work, went on with great fuccefs, they were enraged. 
y 8. And confpired all of them togethers 8cc.] 

All the above men and people entered into a con- 


>. a 


and temporal weapons. were made ufe of,. fo that 
the work was ftill carried on, ¥. 13--23. 


y¥.1. But it came to pafs, that when Sanballat 
heard that we builded the wall, &c.| Or were 
building it; for as yet it was not finifhed, fee ¥. 6. 
be wes wroth, and took great indignation ,; inwardly, 
though outwardly he pretended to treat the work 
with contempt, as if it never would be accomplifh- 
ed, which yet he feared : aud mocked the Fews; as 
a fet of foolith builders, and unable to finifh what 
they had begun, 
_ ¥. 2. And be fpake before bis brethren, &c.] 
Tobich the Ammonite, and Gefhem the Arabian, and 
perhaps fome other goyernours of the king of Per- 
fia in thofe parts: and before the army of Samaria; 
which, and the inhabitants of it, were implacable 
enemies of the Jews: and faid, What do thefe feeble 
Jews ? what do-they pretend ‘to do, or what can 
they do? will they forii[y themfelves ? by building 
a wall about their city ; can they think they fhall 
ever be able to do this, or that it will be allowed ? 
will they facrifice 2? meaning not their daily facrifice, 
as Farchi, that they had done a long time, but for 
the dedication of their building, as dden Ezra: 
qwill they make an end in a day? they feem to be in 
as great a hurry and hafte as if they meant it; and 
indeed unlefs they can do it very.quickly, they 
never will; they'll foon be ftopped: will. they re- 
vive the ftones out of the heaps of the rubbifh which 
ave burnt? where will they find materials? do 
they imagine that they can make burnt {tones firm 
‘and ftrong again, or harden the duft and rubbith 
into-ftones, or make that which is as if dead, alive ? 
to do this is the fame as to revive a dead man, and 
they may as well think of doing the one as the 
other; burnt ftones being reckoned as dead, as 
ben Ezra obferves. 
3. Now Zobiah the Ammonite wags by him, 8c.) 
Who was one of his brethren he fpake before, y. 
2. and be faid ; in the like contemptuous and  f{cof- 
fing manner: even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, be foall break down their fione wall, figni- 
fying not only, that it was fo. low that a fox could 
eafily get up to it, or leap over it; but that the 
materials were fo bad, and the work fo poorly 
done, that, the weight of a fox would. break ir 
down ; of which creatures, many were thereabout, 
fince Ferufalem was defolate, fee Lam. v. 18. 

¥.4. Hear, O our God, for we are defpifed, 8ec.] 
Here begins the prayer of Nehemiah, who had. been 
informed of what thefe men faid in contempt of 
him, and his builders, to whom he fent no an- 
fwer, but applied to-God: aad turn their reproach 
upon their own bead; a3 they have defpifed and re- 


or 20 make a wandering for him"; fo 1 

or the people, or both, to caufe them to ftray 
their work, to fright them from it, that they might 
become like men at their wits a 1¢ 


courfe to fteer, but to wander about asiperfolis out , 
of their fenfes; fo Aben Ezra. De Dieu joins this __ 


to wander, we prayed, Gee TF Pemene L 


apud De Dieu. 
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yt. 9. Neverthelefs, we made our prayer unto our | 
God, &c.} Spread their cafe before him in prayer, 
intreating direction and help from him: and fet a 
watch againft them day and night, becaufe of them ; 
to give notice of their approach, that they might 
prepare to defend themfelves; though they prayed 
to God, and trufted in him for deliverance, they 
did not neglect the ufe of means. 

¥. 10. And Fudab faid; &c.] Several of the 
men of Fudab: the ftrength of the bearers of bur- 
dens is decayed through much labour, in carrying 
heavy loads of ftone and timber to the builders, 
and yet more through fear of the enemy: and there 
is much rubbifo,; which ought to be removed, but 
that the labourers were fo weak that they could not 
do it: fo that we are not able to build the wall, to 
finifh it before the enemy comes to attack us. 
- Wi 11. And our adverfaries faid, they fhall not 
know, &c.], Qur defigns upon them: zeither fee; 
or perceive what we are about to do: /é/] we ‘come 
in the midft of them; with an army fuddenly, at an 
unawares, and unexpected: and flay them, they 
being unarmed, and not prepared to defend them- 
felves : and caufe the work to ceafe ; as it-muft in 
courfe, the builders being flain. . 

'. 12. And it came to pafs when the Fews that 


 ¥. 18. Aid it came'to pafs when tur eneimies beard 
it was known unto us, &c.} What they intended, as 
might be reported to them from the preparations 
made by the'¥ews to receive them, and defend them- 
felves ; and God had brought their counfel to nought ; 
which was to come upon them fecretly and un- 
awares; but being difcovered, they dropped their 
defign, and their icheme came to nothing: Jo that. 
we returned all of us to the wall, every man to bis 
work ; to that part of it where he wrought, in 
order to finith it. ' 

¥.16. And it came to pafs from that time forth, 
&c. J] -That*they were thus alarthed of danger 
from their enemies: that the half of my fervants 
wrought in the work; of building the wall; his 
domeftic fervants, his guards, or mighty men, as 
Yarchi, men of war, the foldiers: and the other 
half of them held both the {pears, the fhields, and 
the bows; fome offenfive, others defénfive weapons ; 
fome ‘to fight with’ at a diftance, others near at 
hand: and the babergeons ; coats of mail, which 
they took and cloathed themfelves with: aad the 
rulers were behind all the houfe of Fudab, the fews 
that were working at the wall, to animate and en- 
courage them, protect and defend them. 

¥.17. They which builded on the wall,.8te.| That 
laid the morter and ftones upon it, and timber 
where it was neceflary : and they that bore burdens ; 
that carried the mofter, {tones and timber to the 
builders, and ferved them : with thofe that laded , 
which prepared the above for’them, and laid them 
on their fhoulders : every one with one of bis hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other hand beld 
a weapon , which is not-to be underftood ftricly 
and literally, for without both hands, they could . 
not well perform ‘either of the above woiks ; bur 
proverbially, fignifying, that they were intent on 
both working and fighting, and were ready and 
prepared to’ do the ‘latter, as well as the former, 
having weapons lying.by them, or girt about them, 
as is explained in the following verte. 

-y¥.18. For the builders had every one his fword 
girded by bis fide, and {> builded, &c.] Thus ac- 
coutred he wrought, and was prepared for either 
fervice ¢ and be that founded the trumpet was by ine ; 
to give the alarm of war, that every one might 
lay afide his work, and prepare for the battle: this 
officer ftood by Nebemiah, that when’ he found it 
neceffary, might give him orders to found his ttum- 
pet, for the men to gather to him. 

| ¥.19. And I faid anto the nobles, and to the ru- 
lers, and to the reft of the people, &c.] See the 
note on ¥.14. the work is great and large; the 
building: of the wall all around the city of Ferufa- 
lem: and we are feparated upon the wall one far 
from another ; fome at work on one part of it, and 
fome at another, fo that the diftance between one 
another, at leaft in the farther patt, was vety con- 
fiderable. 

¥.20. In what place therefore ye hear the found 
of the. trumpet, &c.] Be it what part of the wall. 
foever they were at work, even the moft diftant : 
refort ye thither to us; td Nebémiah, and the haif 
of his fervants armed, where the trumpet was 
blown ; that was to be the place of rehdezvous : 
our God fhall fight for as and give us victory over 
our enemies ; none have any reafon to be intim- 
dated, when they fhall hear the found of the 
trumpet. 

y¥. 21. So we laboured in the work, &c.} Of 
building the wall ; and half of them held the fpears ; 


y. 
dwelt by them, &c.| Near Samaria, Arabia, and 
Afhdod, and had intelligence of their defigns : came, 
they aid tous ten times; that is, they came to them 
at Ferufalem, and often told them, as this phrafe 
ten times, fignifies, fee Gen. xxxi. 7. from all places 
whence ye foall return unto us; they will be upon 
you, come which way you will, fo that ye are in 
the utmoft. danger : or from all places; where you 
are repairing and rebuilding: return to us; that 
ye may enjoy peace and. profperity with us under 
Sanballat, &c. and efcape the wrath and fury you 
are now expofed to; or from all places we come, 
that ye may return tous; fo De Dieu; thefe Jews, 
though tbey pretended to be friends to their bre- 
thren, yet feemed.to be in friendfhip with their ene- 
mies, and fought to difcourage them, and weaken 
their minds, and caufe them to ceafe building, 

¥.13. Therefore fet Lin the lower places behind 
the wail, &¢.|). Where the wall was loweft, and 
the enemy could more eafily break it down, or get 
over it: and on the higher places; where the wall 
was higher; or rather on the towers upon the 
walls, as the word fignifies the tops of ‘focks, 
which are dry and fmooth, fee Ezek, xxiv. 2, 8. 
Leven fet the people after their families; according 
to their rank, number, ftrength, and valour: with 
their fwords, their {pears, ‘and their bows; with 
weapons they could ufe both near, and ata di- 
itance. 

¥. 14. And I looked, &c.| “Took a view of the 
people, and obferved, that they were in their pro- 
per place, and fufficiently armed, and alfo whe- 
ther the enemy was coming: and rofe up and faid 
unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the ref of 
the people ; who were under their nobles and rulers, 
as their captains and commanders : de not ye afraid 
of ikem; of their enemies, their numbers, and 
their threats : remember the Lord which is great and 
terrible; who is greater than they, and is to be 
feared’ and trufted in by his people, and is terri- 
ble even to the kings of the earth: and fight for 
your brethren, your fons and your daughters, your 
wives and your houjes; intimating, that they were 
in danger of lofing all that was near and dear, ‘va- 
luable and-precious to‘them, if they did not fight 
for them; and therefore it became them to quit }and other weapons before mentioned, y. 16. from 


themfelves like men, and be ftrong. _ the rifing of the morning, till the flars appeared 
Vou. Ill, N°, V. pt | that 
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that is, from morning to evening, the fpace of|attended him as a commiffioner of the king of 
time the builders and labourers worked. Perfia for {tate and grandeur: none of us put of 
22. Likewife at the fame time faid I unto thejour clothes, at night when they laid themfelves 
people, &c,| That were, at work upon the wall : down to fleep, but laid im them, that they might 
let every one with bis fervant lodge within Ferufalem ;|be ready upon an alarm made: faving that every 
every. builder had a fervant, or a lad, as the word|one put them off for wafhing ; not for common wath- 
fignifies, to wait upon. him, to bring morter or|ing becaule dirty, bur for wafhing on account of 
flone, or what he wanted; and fome of thefe build-|ceremonial uncleannefs, which required wathing, 
ers, with their lads, came out of the country-towns|both of bodies and garments, fee Lev. xv. 5, 6, 7, 
and vies in the morning, and returned at night;}8, 10, &c. and the Vulgate Latin verfion exprefies’ 
now Nebemiah propofed for the fafety of the city,{it by baptifm, asthe apoftle calls fuch ceremonial 
and its walls, that for the prefent they would lodge|ablutions in Heb. vi. 2. and ixs 10, It is in the 
in Ferufalem: that in the night they may be a guard|margin of our bibles, every one went with his wea- 
i us, and labour on the day ; might help’to pro-|pon for water; when he went to Siloam, or any other 
tect them in the night, fhould they be furprized] place, for water, he took a weapon with him to 
with the enemy, and be ready for their work in the| defend himfelf upon occafion,; which is no bad 
day-time. fenfe of the words. Noldius* renders the words, 
yf. 23. So neither I, nor my brethren, 8cc.] Thejevery one with bis weapon (and) water 5 both were 
nobles and rulers: nor my. fervants; his domeftic|at his bolfter, ready, if wanted, fee 1 Sam. xxvi. 
fervants that waited upon him: or the men of the|11, 12. 9 Qa aD 
guard which followed me; his body-guard, which Meee 
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ie this chapter is a complaint of the poor againft|were fo poor, that they could not pay it without 
the rich for oppreffion of them, ¥.1—5. for|borrowing upon their eftates, and giving large 
which Nehemiah being angry, reproved them, and|/ufury for it, fee Ezra vi. 8. and vii. 24. 0 
made them promife, and {wear to it, to make re-|  y¥, 5. Yet now our flelo is as the flelo of our brex 
ftitution, ¥. 6—a3. and fet them an example him-|thren, &c.| We are of the fame nature, nations 
felf, taking nothing of them during his 12 years|ftock and religion: our children as their children; 
government, fupporting himfelf and his at his own|are circumcifed as they, and have a right to the 
expences, ¥. 14—I9, fame privileges in church and ftate: and lo, we 
bring into bondage our fons and daughters to be fers 

¥.1. And there was a great cry of the people, and|vants; thall be obliged to it, unlefs relieved : aad 
of their wives, &c.] Thofe of the poorer fort :|/ome of our daughters are brought into bondage 
againft their brethren the Fews; the rich that op-|falready fold to be fervants, as they might in cafe: 
prefled them , and this cry or complaint was made|of the poverty of parents, Exod. xxi. 7. and fome 


to Nebemiab for redrefs, were fometimes taken to be bondmen in payment 


y.2. For there were that faid, we, our fons, and\of their parents debts, 2 Kings iv. 1. neither is it 
our daughters are many, &c.) Not that they com-|in our power to redeem them, for other men have 
plained of the number of their children, for a nu-|our lands and vineyards, asypledges for money bor- 
merous offspring was always reckoned a bleffing| rowed. i : 


with the Yews ; but this they obferved to fhew] y. 6. Aad I was very angry when I beard their 


that their families, being large, required a confi-\cry, and thefe words.) Their complaint exprefied 
derable quantity of food to fupport them: ¢here-|in this manner; it not only raifed pity and com- 
fore we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and|paffion in his breaft towards thefe poor diftrefied 
live; that is, they were obliged to take it at an ex-|peopley but indignation at the rich that opprefied 
orbitant price, which is the thing complained of !them. . 
or otherwife they muft ftarve, the rich taking the] y¥. 7. Then 1 confulted with myfelf, &ec.| What 
advantage of their poverty, and prefent dearth. | was to be done, what method to be taken to re- 
y¥. 3. Some aljo there were that faidy we bave|drefs fuch grievances: and I rebuked the nobles, 
mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and boufes, 8cc. \\and the rulers; who were the men that monopo- 
Made them over to others, put them into theirjlized the corn in this dear feafon, and fold it at 


hands as pledges for money received of them):}an extravagant price, and had got the lands, vine- - 


that we may bay corn; for the fupport of their fa-}yards, and houfes of the poor mortgaged to them,” 
milies: becaufe of the dearth ; or famine, which}and to whom they had Jent money on ufury: aad 
might be occafioned by their enemies lying in wait|/aid unto them, you exact ufury every one of bis bro= 
and intercepting all provifions that might be brought}¢ber; which was contrary to the exprefs law of God, 
to them; for this feems not to be the famine] Exod. xxii. 25. and which even the Indians *ftridt- 
fpoken of in Magg.i. 10, 11. for that was fome}ly obferved, who neither let our money, nor took 
years before this, and for a reafon which now wasjany upon ufury : and J fet a great affembly againft 
not. them; either of ‘the poor that were opprefied, who 
Y. 4. There were alfo that faid, &c.] Who tho’|brought in their accufations and complaints againft 
they were able to buy corn for their families with-|them, or a large body of the people, who were not 
out mortgaging their eftates: yet fay they, we have guilty, to hear ther, that the delinquents: mi 
borrowed money for the king’s tribute, and that upon}be put to public fhame; or he called a large courtof 
our lands and vineyards , for tho’ the priefts, Le-|judicature, and fet them to examine thefe allega« 
vites, and Nethinim were exempted from it, yet|tions, and to do juftice. 4 tu ph pa 
not the people in common; and fome of thefe 
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¥. 8. Aud I {aid unto them, 8c.) The nobles, | and wil/ require nothing of them not the hundredth 
and rulers, and other rich perfons that exacted|part.of the fruits of the earth by way of falary : 
ulury of the poor: we after our ability; {peaking {/o will we doas thou faye? they approved of his 
of hinvelf in the plural number, which now ob-]propofal, and readily agreed to it: then I called the 
tained in the court of Perfia; or of Zerubbabel,| prief#s, and took an cath of them, that they foould dé 
Ezra, and others, who, according as their worldly | according to this promifé ; not that the priefts were 
circumftances, having been captives, would admit|delinquents, they were not charged with any thing 
of: ave redeemed our brethren the Fews, which) of this kind, nor were they the men that promifed 
were fold unto the beathen ; not that they had given |reftitution ; but the priefts were called to admini- 
a ranfom for them to Cyrus, or any other king of| fter the oath to the nobles, and rulers, and rich 
Perfia, which would be contrary to the prophecies|men, to oblige them the more to keep their word 3 
concerning their redemption, J/: xlv. 13. and lii.jan oath being facred, priefts in an holy office, were 
3; but fuch who had fold themfelves to particular| made ufe of to give it, that it might be the more 
perfons in Babylon, who without being redeemed, |folemn, and the more ftrictly regarded. 
could not take the advantage of the liberty granted| y. 13. Al/o Lfoook my lap, &c.| The fore-fkirts 
by Gyrus, and his fucceffors ; and it may be, there] of his garment, fhaking the duft out of them, as 
were others alfo in the like circumftances in other|a fymbol of what follows; a like rite was ufed in 
neighbouring nations, that had been redeemed this|the cafe of peace’and war, the choice of either, by 
way. The Yewifo canon ' now is, he that fells{the Romans, as propofed by their ambaffadors to the 
himfelf, and his children, to Gentiles, they don’t| Carthaginians, as having either in their bofom to 
redeem ; but they redeem the children after their| fhake out': and faid, fo God hake out every man 
father’s death ; which the commentators * explain} from bis bouje, and from bis labour; what he has 
of the third time that he fells himfelf: aud wi//| got by his labour: that performeth not his promife ; 
you even fell your bretbren? their lands and vine-|confirmed by an oath: even thus be be Jhaken out, and 
yards mortgaged to them, and even their perfons : | emptied; of ali that he has’ in the world, and out 
or fhall they be fold unto us? muft we be obliged|of the world too, as archi adds: and all the con: 
to buy them, and to redeem them : shen they held| gregation faid, Amen; fo let it be, even thofe that 
their peace, and found nothing to an{wer ; being con- | had taken pledges and ufury, as well as others: 
vinced they had done wrong, by the arguments| end praifed the Lord ; that had given them fuch a 
ufed, to which they could make no reply. governor to direct, advife, and exhort them to 
¥. 9. Al/a I faid, it is not good that ye do, &c.}\ their duty, and had inclined their hearts to attend 
The meaning is, that it was very bad; it is a|thereunto: and the people did according to this pro» 
meiofis, by which more is intended than is expreffed :| mife ; they punétually kept it, and the oath they 
ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God; in re-| had f{worn. 
verence of him and his law, and according to that:| ¥.14. Moreover from the time that I was ap- 
because of the reproach of the beathen our enemies ;\pointed to be their governor in the land ‘of Judah, 
whole mouths will be open to reproach the true|&c.] That is, by the king of Perfia, which was 
religion, and the good ways of God; and fay,|not done when he was firft fent into Fudea ; but 
thefe are the men that pretend to fear God, and| very probably when he had finifhed the wall in 52 
ferve him, and yet break his law, and ufe their|days, he returned to Perfia, and gave the king an 
brethren il}, fee Rom, ii. 24. account of his fuccefs, and how things ftood in 
¥. 10. J likewife, and my brethren, and my fer-\thofe parts, when he judged it neceflary to fend 
vants, might exact of them money and corn, &c.]|bim again in the character of a governor, and which 
For our maintenance, in confideration of the fer-| was {till within the fame year, as follows : from the 
vices done by us, which would appear but reafon-|20¢b year, even unto the 32d year of Artaxerxes, 
able, but this we decline for the fake of eafing our|that is, 12 years; fee ch. xiii. 6. T and my bre- 
poor brethren : I pray you let us leave off this ufury,|thren have not eaten the bread of the governor , 
and not exact it, as has been too much, and too|which was fit and proper for him, and ufed to be 
long ufed. , , {given him ; neither he, nor thofe that affifted him 
¥.11. Reftore, I pray you, even this day, their \in the government, the principal men he brought 
lands, their vineyards, their olive-yards, and their |along with him, and put into pofts and places un- 
houfes, &c.] Which they had made over to them |der him. : 
for corn they had had, or money they borrowed] y.15. But the former governors that had been. | 
of them ; it 4s intreated that an immediate reftitu-|defore me, were chargeable to the people, &c.] Be- 
tion be made, and the rather, if what 4den Ezra |tween him and Zerubsabel, for Ezra was no gover- 
obferves is true, that this was the year of releafe,|nor; according to the fewifh chronology ®, when 
when debts were not to be exacted, but forgiven,|Ezra came to Ferufalem, Zerubbabel returned to 
Deut. xv. 1, 2, 3. alfa the hundredth part of the | Babylon, and there died, and his fon Methullam 
money, and of the corn, the wine, and the cil, that\was in his ftead, and after him fucceeded Hananiab 
ye exa& of them; the hundredth part of the money |his fon: and had taken of them bread and wine, be- 
might be what they took for ufury, as the Romans |fides 40 fhekels of filver ; which amounted to be- 
did in after-times, even fo much a month ; fo that|tween four and five pounds, and this they had 
if the loan was 100 pounds, a pound was given |every day : yea, even their fervants bare rule over 
every month for it, and fo 12 pounds in the year ;| the people, required a falary, or at leaft perquifites 
and the hundredth part of the corn, wine, and oil |of them, which the governors connived at: du 
might be the hundredth part of thofe fruits of the |/o did not I, becaufe of the fear of Ged; neither 
earth, which the rulers demanded for their falary,|took any thing himfelf of the people, nor fuffer- 
fee. ¥. 25s 3 ed his fervants 3 becaufe the fear of God was upon 
¥.12. Then faid they, we will reftore them, &c.]\his heart, and before his eyes, and therefore could 
The Jands, vineyards, olive-yards, and houtes : |not allow himfelf to opprefs the poor. 


¥. 16, 
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NEHEMIAH. 


Ch. v.¥.16—19 


y.16. Yea, alfo I continued in the work of thisitity, abundantly fufficient for his guefts and fer- 
wall, &c.}* Of building the wall of ‘Yerujalem;|vants, and fhows what a good table he kept: a//o 
here he gave his conftant attendance to direct and} fowls were prepared for me, what number is not 


encourage the workmen, and fee that they kept to 
to their work, and did it well: neither bought we 
any land; neither he nor the principal men with 
him, though they could have boughte it cheap, but 
they chofe not to take the advantage of the poverty 
of the people: and all my fervants were gathered 
thither unto the work; all were employed in it, 
taking no wages for their work, being maintained 
at his expence. 


faid: and once in ten days ftore of all forts of wine; 
the country afforded ; that is, either once in ten 
days his ftock of wine was renewed, or a more 
liberal entertainment was made, a banquet of wine, 
Efth. v. 6. yet for all this required not I the bread 
of the governor; the falary that ufed to be given 
him, but did this at his own expence out of his 
eftate in Fudea ; or what he had got by his ‘office 
as cup-bearer to the king of Perfia, the falary of 


y. 17. Moreover, there were at my table 150\which perhaps was continued: decaufe the bondage 
of the Fews and rulers, &c.J] Every day at his! was beavy upon the people, the tribute of the king 
own coft, which muft be confiderable to provide of Perfia, and their labour and expence in building 


for fuch a number, and of fuch rank: defides thofe 
that came unto us from among the heathen that are 
about us, who were profelytes, and came, thither 
to worfhip, or on a civil account, to give intelli- 
gence, and take directions, 


' 


the walls of the city. 

¥. 19. Think upon me, my God, for good, accord- 
ing to all that Ihave done for this people.} He 
expected not any recompence from the people, 
but from the Lord; and from him not in a way 


y. 18. Now that which was prepared for me|of merit, but of grace and good-will, who for-. 
daily, was one ox, and fix choice fheep, cc.) Orjgets not what is done for his name’s fake, Heb, 
fat ones; of beef and mutton a confiderable quan-\vi. 10. . 


CH Aces Wa. 


SANBAL LAT and his brethren hearing the 
wall was finifhed, fent to Nehemiah to have a 
meeting with him at a place named, which he 
refufed, y. 1—2. then they fent him a terrifying 
letter, fuggefting that he, and the Yews with him, 
would be treated as rebels, fince their intention, 
as reported, was to make him king, which. letter 
he regarded not, ¥.3—9. then they employed 
fome that pretended to be prophets, to advife him 
to flee to the temple for fafety, which he rejected, 
yy. 10-— 14. and fo the work went on and was 
finifhed, though there was a fecret correfpondence 
carried on between their enemies, and fome falfe 
' brethren among themfeves, ¥. 15—19. 


¥. 1. Now it came to pafs, when Sanballat and 
Tobiah, and Gefhem the Arabian, and the reft of our 
enemies heard that 1 had builded the wall, &c.| Quite 
finifhed it: and that there was no breach left therein; 
but all was made up firm and ftrong: bough at 
that time I had not fet up the doors upon the gates; 
not upon all of them, though fome might by the 
particular builders of them ; and they all of them 
might be ready made, though not as yet put upon 
the hinges. 

y. 2. Then Sanballat, and Gefeem fent unto me, 
&c.] Meffengers: /aying, come, let us meet toge- 
ther in fome one of the villages ; in Cepbirim, which 
archi takes to be the name of a place, perhaps 
the fame with Cephirah, a city in the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, Fofo. xviii. 26. in the plain of Ono; which 
was in the fame tribe, fee 1 Chron. viii. 12. they 
might pretend a friendly meeting to accommodate 
differences between them, or to converfe together 
about the general intereft of the king of Perfa in 
thofe parts: Lut they thought to do me mifchief ; to 
kill him, or at leaft to confine him ; this he either 
conjeCtured from their general character and beha- 
viour, or he had intelligence of their defign. 

¥. 3. And I fent meffengers unto them, &c.] He 
did not fhow any open contempt of them, nor 
did he even return anfwer by the meffenger that 
came from them, but fent fome of his own peo- 
ple to them: faying, I am doing a great work ; 
was about an affair of great importance, very bufy, 


and not at leifure to give them a meeting: /o 
that I cannot come down, Ferufalem being built on 
an eminence, and the place propofed to meet at in 
a plain, going thither is expreffed by coming down: 
why foould the work ceafe, whilft I leave it, and come 
down to you? fignifying that it would ceafe if he 
left it; and it being of greater confequence than 
any thing they could have to converfé about, he 
argues it would be wrong to relinquiffi it on fuchi 
an account ; this was the reafon he thought fit to 
give, but was not the only, nor the priricipal rea- 
fon which is fuggefted ih the preceding verfe. 

XY. 4. Vet they ent unto me four times after this 
fort, &c.1 Being very defirous of getting him_ 
into their hands, and therefore were very preffing 
and importunate : and I anfwered them after the fame 
manner 5 every tifme as before, he being as much 
bent on finifhing the work, as they were to divert 
him from it. 

¥. 5. Then fent Sanballat bis fervant unto me in 
like manner, the 5th time, &c.| In his own name, 
neither Zodiah nor Gefbem joining with him, he be- 
ing more folicitous and anxious to get him into. 
his hands than any of them; and it may be, as 
fome think, pretending more friendfhip for him 
than the reft, and therefore writes alone, as if they 
knew nothing of his writing : with “an open letter 
in bis hand, which having in it an intimation of 
Nehemiah being guilty of treafon, any one that 
would might read it, and fo fpread the defama- 
tion. 

¥.6. Wherein was written, it is reported among 
the heathen, &c.] Among the feveral neighbour- 
ing nations ; it was an affair that was not whifper- 
ed about among a few only ; it was common talk, 
it was in every body’s mouth in divers nations : 
and Gafhmu faith it, the fame with Ge/bem the Ara- 
bian , he affirms it, and will abide by his affertion, . 
and engages to make good what he fays; he men= 
tions him by name, who he knew would not be 
offended with him for making ufe of it, and who 
doubtlefs agreed that he fhould; that Nebemiab 
might not think this was the talk of fome of the 
lower rank of the people, but. even was ‘averred 
by no lefs than the king’s governor in Arabia :. 

that 


Ch.viv.7—ire. MEARE MTAG. 133 
that thou and the Fews think to rebel ; that they |xight they will come to Slay thee; that very night; 
had formed a fcheme, and were taking meafures | and therefore no time fhould.be loft in providing for 
to raife a rebellion againft the king of Perf, and | his fafety, Pan , ¥ 
revolt from him: for which caufe thou buildeft the} -y.131, And I Jaid, foould fuck a@ man as F flee 2 
wall; the wall of Ferufalem, for their fecurity &c.] The king’s commifiioner, -whowhad the 
againft any force that might be fent to quell them : | conduéting and management of the ‘whole affair 
that thou mayeft be their king, according to thefe\ of building the wall of Feru/alem,-on whom it 
words; written in this epiftle, and reported among | wholly depended; for thould he abfent  himfelf, 
the heathens. the people would depart, and leave> their work, 
¥. 7. And thou haft alfo appointed prophets to\and the city and wall be left defencelefs, which 
preach. of thee at Jerusalem, &c,] This he faid to | was what was hoped for from this fcheme; and 
cover what he and Todiab had been doing, tam-| who. had exprefied fuch confidence in God,’ and 
pering with, corrupting and hiring the prophets | had had fuch fuccefs.: and who is thereebat being 
to difcourage him, and put him upon methods, | as 7 am ; in fuch a poft, and in fuch citeumftan- 
whereby the work would ceafe : Jaying, there is @|ces, :and on whom fo much depended: would go 
king in Fudab, befides Artaxerxes, whofe yoke they | into the tempie to fave bis life ? or where there-was 
were cafting off, having gota king of their own, [little reafon to. be believe it would be preferved 
and among them: and now hall it be reported to\long, fhould he take fuch’ a ftep as that's 7 will 
the king, according to thefe words fuch a Feport | not goin; as being neither lawful, nor honourable, 
_ as this, andin thoie very words, ‘will foon reach the nor fafe. 
ears of the king of Perfa: come now therefore, and\ yt. 12.. And lo, I perceived that God bad not Sent 
let us take counfel together ; contrive the beft me- him, &c.] Becaufe he advifed to that which was 
thod to put a ftop to this report, if a fall one, j againft the caufe of God, and true religion : but 
and to wipe off the reproach that is upon thee, and | that he pronounced: the prophecy againft mes for by 
may affect us ; and thus partly terrifying him,. and fleeing, as he advifed, it would feem that he was 
partly pretending friendfhip to him, hoped to get] guilty of the crimes of rebellion and treafon he 
him into his hands. was charged with ; and leaving the people, as they 
¥.8. Then I. fent unto him, &c. ] | Whether al would in courfe break up, -he himielf could not 
letter, or a meflenger,; is not faid: Jaying, there| be long in ‘fafety; no, not in. the temple : for To- 
are no fuch things done as thou fayefi that there| biab and Sanballat had hired him; this he found 
was any fcheme formed to rebel; and make him out afterwards, on purpofe to intimidate him, and 
king, or that prophets were appointed to declare | take fuch meafures as that thereby he would lofe 
him fuch: but thou feigneft them out of thine own\ his character, and his influence. 
heart, in fhort, that they were no other than lies} 13. Therefore was he hired, that I foould be 
of his own inventing. . tiv afraid, .and do fo, and fin, &c. ] By diftrufting 
the power and providence of God to protect. him, 
and by going into fuch a part of the temple, 
which ‘he, being no prieft, had no right to go 
into : and that they might hove matter for an evil 
report, that they might reproach me; as'a rebel and 
traitor again& the king, which had been reported 
of him, and which would be ftrengthened by fuch 
a ftep. 00! / 
fe il My God, think thou on Tobiab and Sanbal- 
lat, according to thefe-their works, &c.] Their wick- 
ed counfels and fchemes, and not only confound 
and difappoint them, but ‘reward them as they 
deferve: and on the prophete/s Noadizh ; whom 
Aven Ezra takes to be the ‘fame. with Shentaiab, 
becaufe'he faid, “Wy3 let us meet, 8c. ¥o10, but 
no doubt it is the name ‘of 4 woman, a falfe pro- 
phetefs, and was hired, and in the fame fcheme 
with  Shemaiah: and the ret of the prophets that 
would have put me in fear; and fo put him on 
leaving the people, and the work ‘he was engaged 
in, and flee for his fafery ; it feems there were 
more than are by name mentioned, who fought to 
difcourage and intimidate him. | 
We 15. So the wall was finifbed in the 25th day 
of the month Elvi; &c.] The fixth month an- 
{wering: to»part of Augujé and part of September : 
in 52 days; which Aben Ezra reckons’ from_ the 
time that Sandallat fent his letter to Nebemiab, 
when) no®* more were wanting than to fet the doors 
upon’ the gates, y.1. but rather thefe, with Far- 
chi, muft be reckoned from the time the building 
was begun’; which reckoning back from the 2 5th 
of Elul, it will-appear it was begun the third day, 
of the fifth month 44; nor need this be thought 
incredible, confidering the number of worknien, 
their ardour and diligence in building, and that 
the walls were not wholly built all around, only 
repaired; and breaches Sete up, and much of the 
me a 
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¥. 9. For they all made us afraid, &c.1 Or you 
all, as dben Ezra interprets it; or all the heathen 
nations, as.farchi; this was the defign of all thofe 
fcandalous reports, to intimidate them, and, with 
this they pleafed themfelves, as follows : their hands 
Jfoall be weakened from the work, that it be not done; 
this they hoped would be the effect of thofe.re- 
ports fent to them: now therefore, O God, Sivengthen 
my bands 3 and let them not have what they will, and 
hope for; according to Aben Ezra, thefe words 
are directed to Sanballat, that if he was.a friend, 
as he pretended, that inftead of weakening, he 
would ftrengthen his hands by a fincere reconcilia- } 
tions fo Vatablus ; but they are an addrefs to God, 
fuch fhort ejaculations being ufual with Nebe- 
_miab. 
¥.10. Afterward I came unto the houfe-of She- 
maiah the fon of Delaiab, the fon of Mebetabeel, 
who was fout up, &c.}, Either in his own houfe, 
or in a chamber in the temple, as if he had given 
himfelf up to meditation, fafting, and prayer ;. or 
as he might fuggeft toNebemiab, for his fafety; and 
fo defigned it as an example to him this man 
might be a prieft of the courfe of Delaiah, 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 18. or however he wasa perfon Nehemiah had 
a good opinion of, and came to him on, the let- 
ters fent to him by his enemies, to confult-with 
him, and the reft, fince they had fuggefted that 
he had appointed prophets to fpeak of .him as a 
king: and he faid, let us meet together in the houfe 
| of Goll, within the temple, and let us fout the doors 
of the temple, this looks as if he:was im his own 
_houfe, or if in a chamber of the temple, that 
he thought that was not fecret and. fafe’ enough, 
and therefore propofed. going within the temple, | 
into the holy place, where none but priefts might 
. gor for they will come to flay thee; meaning his 
» enemies, Saudgllat and his companions ; yea, in the 
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old materials were made ufe of, which were at 
hand, and ftone unhewed, and efpecially being at- 
tended with the bleffing of God, which fucceeded 
the undertaking: nor are there wanting examples 
fimilar to this; and as it is obferved by many from 
Curtjus* , the walls of new Alexandvia, which were 
fixty furlongs in length, or more chan feven miles, 
were finifhed in 17 days; if Nicephorus ’ is to be 
credited, the high walls which furrounded Conjtan- 
tinople, and were twenty miles in circumference, 
were finifhedin two months time. ‘Jofephus is not 
to be regarded, who contrary to the fcriptures 
fays *, this wall of Ferufalem was two years and 
four months in building. 

¥.16. And. it came to pafs, that when all our 
enemies heard thereof, &c.} That the wall was fi- 
nifhed : and all the heathen that were about us faw 
th fe things; the neighbouring nations, who not 
only heard with their ears; but faw with theif eyes 
what was done: they were much caft down in their 
ovn eyes ; through fhame arid confufion; becaufe 


NEHE 


soe 


MIAH. Ch, vii. 3.14. 


them ; letters pafled between them frequently, they 


informing him how things went on at Yerujalem, 
and he advifing them to what was detrimental 
to the true intereft of their nation; fuch falle 
friends had Nebemiah about him, and. yet the work 


fucceeded under him ; which fhewed it the more to ; 


be of God. 

¥. 38. For there were many in Judah fworn unto 
him, &c.| To Tobiab, who not ouly in.a private 
manner’ correfponded with him by letters, but 
bound themfelves by an oath to him to be true to 
his intereft, and do as he fhould advife them: 4e- 
caufe he was the fon-in-law of Shechaniah, the fon of 
Arab; of a family that came up with Zerubbabeb 
from the captivity, Ezra ii. 5. and very probably 


of confiderable note: and his fon Fohanan had ta- 


ken the daughter of Mefbullam the jon of Berechiah , 
a very eminent perfon, concerned in bailding the 
wall, ch. ili. 4, 30. 

¥.19. Allo they reported his good deeds before me, 
&c.] Recommended him as a very worthy man, 


of their own fcoffs and jeers; through grief and/deferving of refpect and notice by Nehemiah, and 


vexation at the unexpected fuccefs of the ews, 
and through the fear of them that was fallen upon 
them, as Farchi notes: for they perceived that this 
work was wrought of our God; his fpecial provi- 
dence and bleffing attending it, as appeared by its 
being fo foon effected. 


to be taken into his friendfhip, and admitted to 
cotiverfation with him, whofe counfel. and advice 
might be of fervice: and uttered my words to bim 5 
reported both what he faid and did ; for the word 
ufed fignifies both words and actions : 


¥.17. Moreover in thofe days, &c.] While the}telligence of his friends, that Nehemiah would have 


wall was building : 


the nobles of Fudah fent many|\nothing to fay to him, nor to do with him, he 


letters to Tobiab, and the letters of Tobiah came unto'threatened him. 
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NEHEMIAH having built the wall, and fet upjGod above many; Hananiah was exemplary in his 
the doors, appointed two perfons to take the|fear of God, few were equal to him, and none 


charge of the city, and fet watches for the fafety of|}exceeded him; or of many days, as Farchi; of a. 


it, and to take {pecial care about opening and fhut-|long time he had feared the Lord, and ferved him 


ting the gates of it, y.1, 2, 3. and concerned he 
was for the peopling of it, and having found a re- 


many years. 
¥. 3. And I faid unto them, let not the gates of 


gifter of the firft comers to it, gives their names,| Ferafalem be opened until the fun be bor, &c.| Or un- 


y¥. 469. and forme account of the free-will-offer- 
ings made for the work they came about, y. 


10-438 


¥. 1. Now it came to pafs when the wall was 
built, and I had fet up the doors, &c.] Which was 


til the heat of the day, or near noon; at leaft not 
till the fun had been up fome time, and fhone out 
clearly, and caufed much heat ; that if any enemies 
were near, or lying in wait, they might be difco- 
vered, and the inhabitants alfo up and ready to de- 
fend themfelves : and while they ftand by ; accord- 


not done when Sandaillat fent his firft letter, butling to Asem Ezra, Hanani and Hananiah were to 


now was, ch. vi. 1. and the poriers and the fingers, 
and the Levites were appointed; not to attend the 
doors of the gates of the wall, but to return to 


be prefent at the opening and fhutting of the gates, 
and fo Grotius ; but thefe being the chief rulers, ic 
is not likely ; but rather thofe whom they appoint- 


their fervice in the temple, who had been employ-}ed to look after them, thefe were to ftand by. 


ed in one thing or another, whilft the wall and 
gates were building and repairing ; fee ch. iii. 17. 
¥. 2. That I gave my brother Hanani, &c.|) Who 
firft brought him the melancholy account of the 
ftate of Ferufalem, ch.1, 2. and Hananiah the ru- 
ler of the palace ; the king’s palace, in which the 
vice-roy of the king of Perfia dwelt, and now Ne- 
hemiah ; to thefetwo men he gave charge over Fe- 
rufalem ; committed it to their care during his ab- 
fence, who may be fuppofed now to return to Per- 
fia, «3 he had promifed ch. ii. 6. for be was a 
faithful man , thisis faid of Hananiab, and given 
as a reafon why fuch a truft was committed to him; 
Hanani’s character was well known, and _ his jour- 


whilft their fervants did it; they were not to leave 
it wholly to them, but to fee it done themfelves : 
let them fout the doors, and bar them ; or lay hold* 
on them, handle’ them to fee whether. they are fhut 
faft orno : and appoint watches of the inhabitants 
of Ferufalem, every one in bis watch, and every one 


to be over-againft bis boufe ; no foreigners were to - 
be of the watch, only inhabitants, and thofe every 


one in their turn, and to be placed over-againit 
where they dwelt; and fo it might be thought 
would be the more careful and diligent in their 
watch. fy. 
¥. 4. Now the city was large and great, &c.] 
The circumference of it, all within the'wall ; for 


ney from Ferufalem to Shufhan was a full proof of|that was built on its old foundation, and inclofed 


his hearty concern for the intereft of it: and feared\as much ground as ever it did: Hecateus*, an. 


* Hilt. 1. 7. c.6. Juftine Trogo, 1. 12. c. 5. 
9 S378) & tractate, Junius & Tremellius ; contrefate 
p- 408. & apud Jofeph. contr, Apion, 1. 1, ¢. 22, 


eas, Pifcator, 


heathen 


Y Hift. 1. 14. ¢, 1. 


2 Antiqu. 1. 11. ¢. 5. 


. 8. 
® Apud Eufeb. Prapar. Evangel. 1.9. 
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and Tobiab: 
Jent letters to put me in fear; perceiving by the in- 


NEF 


heathen writer, fays the circumference of Feru/a- 
lem was fifty furlongs, which was more than fix 
miles ; but Fo/epbus * makes the circuit of it but 
33 furlongs: but the pople were few therein ; in 
comparifon of the largenefs. of the place; for tho’ 
there were 42,360 that came up at firlt with Zerud- 
babel, and many more with Ezra, yet a great num- 
ber chofe to ‘fettle in the towns and cities in the 
country, Yerufalem being in fuch a defolate con- 
dition : and the hou'es were not builded ; fome were, 
but they were but few, many of them ftill lay in 
ruins. 

¥. 5. And my Ged put into mine heart, &c.] 
Every good motion in him, and whatever he 
thought of that was conducive to the good and wel- 
fare of Ferufalem, Nehemiah always afcribed it to 
God ; fee 2 Cor. ili. 5. to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that they might be 
reckoned by genealogy ; that their number might be 
known, and of what families they were, and in 
what cities they formerly dwelt ; and this was not 
only of ufe for the prefent purpofe of .Nebemiah, 
but was of fervice hereafter to fhew the pedigree of 
families, and that it might be clearly known from 
whence the Meffiah {prung: and I found a regifter 
of the genealogy of them which came up at the firft ; 
from Babylon to Ferufalem, along with Zerubbadel, 
as appears from y. %. and this was of great ufe to 
him, whereby he would know not only. their 
names and number, but to what city they belong- 
ed, and who to the city of Ferufalem, that they 
might be called upon to come, and rebuild their 
houfes, and take up their refidence there: and found 
coritten therein , the names of the perfons and fa- 
milies after- mentioned. 


Ch. vii. ¥. 5-73. 
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piers, or to the different pronunciation of names, 
or fome men might have two names ; the matter is 
of no great moment. 

¥ 10. And fome of the chief of the fathers gave 
unto the work, &c.] Of building the city and the 
temple, and for that fervice, Ezra ii. 68, the Tirfha- 
thah gave to the treafure 1000 drams of gold; each 
of which was one pound fterling, and fo amounted 
to fo many pounds: of thefe dracmons, or davies, a 
Perfiancoin, mention is made in Ezra ii. 69. they 
were golden ftaters or fhekels, and had their name, 
as isfaid, not from Darius, the father of Xermes, 
though it iscertain, from Herodotus‘, that he coin- 
ed golden money; but from fome other king of 
the fame name, more ancient*, which mutt be 
Darius the Mede ; and if they are the fame with the 
Adarcon in Ezra vii. 27. as they feem to be, then 
thofe in 1 Chron. xxix. 7. were pieces of money 
not fo called in the times of David, but of Ezra, - 
the writer of that book : whether this Tix/batha 
was Zerubbabel, or Nehemiah, is not eafy to fay, 
fince this donation is. not the fame with that in 
Ezra, not made at the fame time, nor are the gifts 
the fame, nor the perfons that gave them. Zerud- 
babel was Tirfhatha when the Fews came out of Ba- 
bylon, and Nehemiah now: jijty bafons ; which were 
veflels, in the which the blood of the facrifices was 
received, and out of which it was fprinkled: 530 


priefis garments, which were laid up in the ward- 


robe, and ufed onoccafion. ° 

y. 71. And fome of the chief of the fathers gave to 
the treafure of the work, &c.] To be put into the 
treafure, out of which the expences of the temple, 
and fervice of it were defrayed : 20,000 drams of 


gold ; which were fo many pounds of our money, 


y. 6. Thefe are the children of the province that}and fomewhat more ; for according to bifhop Cum- 


went up out of the captivity, &c.| Who were of 
the province of Yudea, as it was nowreduced, and 
came up out of the captivity of Babylon through 
the edict of Cyrus ; fee Ezra ii.1. where the fame 
preface is given to the lift of names as here ; and 
from hence to the end of ¥. 69. the fame account 
is given of perfons and families as there, with fome 
little difference of numbers and names; in fome 
inftances there are more in this lift, in others fewer, 
which may be thus accounted for ; that lift was 
made in Babylon, when upon-the edict of Cyrus the 
ews, who intended to go up with Zerubbadel, 
gave in their names, and they were regiftered; but 
this was made when they came to Feru/alem ; now 
fome of thofe that gave in their names, changed 
their minds, and tarried in Babylon, and fome 
might die by the way which makes the numbers 
fewer in forme inftances ; and others who did not 
give in their names at firft, but being better difpofed 
towards their own country, followed after and 
joined thofe which were returning, and increafed 
the number of others ; to which may be added 
what dbendana obferves, that in Ezra an account 
is given of thofe that came out of the captivity by 
the companies, in which they came not genealo- 
gized, and had a mixture of perfons of other fa- 
milies in them, and fome that had no genealogy ; 
but afterwards when they were genealogized ac- 
cording to their families, a regifter of their genea- 
logies was made, and. is what Nebemiah now 
found, and here gives; and as for difference of 
names, that may be owing to the carelefnefs of co- 


© De bell. Jud. I. 5. c. 4. §. 3. 
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Pp. 741, 742. SoHarpocration. Lexic, in voce Aapexos, and Suidas on the fame word, 
& De ponder, & pret. vet. num, ¢. 4. 


berland‘, a dram of gold was of the value of 29 
fhillings and four-pence: and 2200 pounds of fil- 
ver 3 the maneb, or pound, with the Jews was of 
the value of 60 fhekels, Ezek. xlv. 12. and fo is 
reckoned by our Brerewood* to be of our money 
feven pounds and ten fhillings ; he reckoning a 
fhekel at half a crown, whereas it was little more 
than two fhillings and four pence; and fo fixty of 
them, or a maneb, came to about 7 pounds ; where- 
fore this fum here was feven times fo many pounds 
of filver. 

¥. 72. And that which the refi of the people gave 
was 20,000 drams of gold, &c.] Worth as many 
pounds of our money, and fomewhat more: and 
2000 pound of filver ; of which fee the preceding 
note: and 67 priefts garments; having been fo long 
in Babylon, and no ufe of facrifices, and fo not of 
garments to minifter in, no care was taken to pro- 
vide any; which feems to be the reafon why fo 
many were given, when they returned to theirown 
land, and facrificed. 

¥. 73. So the priefts and the Levites, and the por- 
ters, and the fingers, and fome of the people, and the 
Nethinim, and all Ifrael dwelt in their cities, &c.] 
The fame is faidin Ezraii. 70. fee the note there : 
and when the feventh month came, the children of Ij- 
rael were in their cities ; the month Ti/ri anfwering 
to part of September, in which month was the feaft 
of tabernacles; at this time of the year they were 
in their cities when they came forth out of Babylon, 
and fo they were now; fee Ezra iii. 1. 


Crm 2A) P. 
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F284 being defired to bring forth the book of with him after-mentioned : before the men and the 
4 the law, read it to the people and others, ex-|women, and thofe that could underfiand ; {ee ¥. 2. 
pounded it to them, ¥. 1—8. and Nehemiah ex-|and the cars of all the people were attentive unto the 
horted the people to exprefs joy and gladnefs on this] ook of the law ; tothe hearing of it read, and to 
eccafion, which they did, y. 9—12. and obferv- the things contained in it ; hence Maimonides * oa- 
ing the feaft of tabernacles was in the law command- thers, that as foon as the reader begins the reading 
ed to be obferved, they kept it very, ftri€tly and joy- of the law, it is not lawful to {peak about an 
fully, ¥.13—18, > thing,”not even the conftitutions of the law, but fi- 
. ) “bet .  |lendy to attend to what is read. ice - 
y.1. And all the people gathered themfelves to-| y¥.4. And Ezra the fcribe frood upon a pulpit of 
gether as one man into the fireet that was before the|wood, which they bad made for the purpofe, &c.} 
water gate, &c.] A large and commodious ftreet]Or to fpeak out of, as the Syriac and dradic ver- 
for fuch a company of people, which led to the wa;|fions 5: this, in the Hebrew text, is called a sower*, 
ter-gate, of which fee ch. iii. 26. hither the people|partly becaufe of its height, and partly becaufe in 
gathered with great unanimity, Zeal, and affection :|the form of one ; and allo for its largenefs, confi- 
and they [poke unto Ezra the fcribe ; the fame who} dering the ufe it was for; for it was. fo largess to 
is called Ezra the prieft, and feribe of the law of}hold fourteen men, as appears by what follows: a 
God, and faid to be a ready one, Ezra vii. 6,11, ¥2.{pulpit of wood was made for the king in the court, 
who came to Yeru/elem 13 years before this time ;}to read the law from *; though, according to Fa- 
but very probably returned to Babylon again, and}cod Leo, it was a throne like an high tower, fee the 
was lately come from thence: #0 bring the book of|note on 2 Kings xi. 14. the pulpits, in the Fewi/b 
the lawof Mofes, which the.Lord bad commanded to\fynagogues, made after the fame manner as Aden 
Ifrael; to obferve what wascommanded in it, and|#zra obferves, are called by the fame’ name: and 
which he had ordered to be read particularly every|Ze/de him food Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah ; 
feventh year at the feaft of tabernacles, Deut. xxxi.jand Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maafeiah, on bisright 
10, 11. which was now drawing near, though this|and ; and on his left band, Pedaiah, and Mifbael, 
was not the precife time of reading it ; hence fome and Malchiah, and Hafhum, and Hafhbadana, Ze- 
have thought this year was the fabbatical year ; fee chariah, and Me/bullam; in all thirteen; there were 
ch. v. 11. fix on his right, and feven on his left, who flood 
¥. 2. And Ezra the prieft brought the law before|here, not merely in honour to him, and as ap- 
the congregation, &c.| Having a perfect copy of it,|provers. and fupporters of the truth of what he 
which the people knew, and therefore defired him}read, but to relieve him when weary. 
to bring it; he brought it either out of his own} y.5. dud Ezra opened the book in the fight of all - 
cafe or cheft, or out of the temple where it was}the.people, (for be was above all the people) &zc.| 
laid up; fome reftrain,this to the book of Dewter-}So plainly feen by them, and what he did, amd the 
onomy ; this he produced in fight of the whole af-}more eafily heard, for which purpdfe, the pulpit 
fembly : doth of men and women ; adult perfons of/was made for him to ftand in, and whem he opened 
each fex, who met promifcuoufly ; though Grotius|it, all the people frood up; that they might the bet- 
thinks the women had a feparate place : ad all that)ter hear.the law read, as well as in honour and re- 
could hear with underftanding ; all’ under age, whojverence of it; the Yews fay *, that from the times 
yet weré capable of hearing the law read to fomejof Mo/es to Rabban Gamaliel, they learned the law 
advantage to them : upon the firft day of the feventhjonly ftanding ; but after his-death a diteafe came 
month; the month Zi/ri, anfwering to part of Sep-jinto the world, and they learned it fitting; and 
tember and Oéfober ; this was a high day, for not|/now it is a canon with them, that it is not nece{- 
only the firft of every month was a feftival, but the|fary to ftand at the reading of the law®, 
firft of the feventh month was the feaft of blowing} ¥. 6. dud Ezra. bleffed the Lord the great God, - 
of trumpets, Lev. xxiii. 24. and befides, this was|8c.] Before he began to read in the book of the 
new year’s day, the firft day of their civil year, as|law, he addrefled himfelf to God ina fhort prayer, 
the firft of Nifan was of their ecclefiaftical year,|wholly in the benedictory way ; afcribing bleffing, 
and was of greater antiquity than that; and folhonour, and glory to him, celebrating his bein 
Farchi fays, this was the firft day of the year ; tojand perfections, fetting forth his greatnefs and his 
which may be added, that this was the day onjexcellency, who was the author and giver of the 
which the altar was firft fet up, on the Yews return |law he was about to read; and this he the rather 
from captivity, Ezra iii. 6. did, that what he read might be the more carefully 
¥. 3. And he read therein, &c.| Some paffages injattended to, and come with the;greater authority, . 
it here and there, which it was neceffary the people] weight, and influence on thofe that heard it and 
fhould have knowledge of;’ for it can hardly be] fo Maimonides ° fays, it is the cuftom with the 
thought he began and read on juft in the order in| ‘Zews, in their fynagogues, for the reader, after he 
which it was ; this he did before the /treet ; at the| has opened the book, and looked out ace he 
top of it, at one end of it: that was before the\reads, to fay this bleffing, * Blefied art t ou, O 
water-gate, which looked direétly to that: from|Lord our God, King of the world, who hath ~ 
the morning until mid day, from the rifing of the|chofen us out of all people, and hath giv: us his . 
fun to noon, fo that he mutt read ‘fix hours; but|law ; blefied art thou, O-Lord, who given us 
very probably was relieved at times by the men, the law; and all the people anfwer, Amen ;” as — 
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they now did, as follows: and all the people anfwer- 
ed, Amen, amen, repeating the word, to declare 
their hearty affent to what Azra had exprefied ; the 
Jews have many rules concerning pronouncing the 
Amen, that it muft not be too quick, curt, and 
thort, nor with too high a voice-?: with lifiing up 
their bands 5 a prayer-gefture, to which the apoftle 


137 


beard the words of the law, perceiving they had not 
kept it, but had broke it in many inftances, and 
fo liable to the wrath and judgment of God in cafe 
of difobedience. 

¥. 10. Then he faid unto them, 8c.) Nebemiab 
the Tirfbatha or governor: go your way; to their 
own houfes, and refrefh themfelves ; it being noon, 


refers, 1 Lim. ii. 8. ond they bowed their beads, and\and they had ftood many hours attentive to the 


worfbipped the Lord with their faces to the ground ; 
expreffing hereby the awful fenfe they had of the 


reading and expounding of the law: eat the faty 
and drink the fweet; not a common meal, but a 


Divine Being, and their profound adoration of |feaft, confifting of the richeft provifions, rhe beft 


him. + 
y. 7. Alfo Fefoua, and Bani, and Sherebiab, Fa- 
min, akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijab, Maafeiab, Kelt- 
ta, Azariah, Fozabead, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the 
Levites, Sc.) That is, others of them befides 
thofe named; for they feem all to be Levites, un- 
lefs they can be thought to be priefts, and fo the 
Levites are diftinguifhed from them ; but the for- 
mer feems evident from ch. ix. 4, 5, 6. thefe alfo 
caufed the people to underftand the law as well as 
Lzra; from whence it is plain, that he did not 
only read the law, but gave the fenfe of it, efpe- 
cially where there was any feeming difficulty, and 
thefe men were affifting in the fame work: and the 
people ttood in their place, to hear the law read and 
explained ; they did not move from their firft fta- 
tion, but continued in it from morning to noon; 
they were both attentive and conftant. , 

y¥. 8. So they read in the book, &c.| Ezra and 
thote with him ; he firft began to read and expound, 
and when weary they relieved him, and did the 
fame: in the law of God diftinély ; which was the 
book they read in, and which they read plainly and 
intelligibly, fo as to be heard and underftood ; this 
feems to refpect the clear and diftinét pronunciation 
of the words of it, and not the explanation or 
meaning of it, which is after exprefled; fome 
think the fenfe is, that they firft read it in Hebrew, 
and then tranflated it into Chaldee, that the people 
might better underftand it, being jult come out of 
Babylon, where they had been uted to the Chaldee 
Janguage; but though this was a practice in after- 
times, it does not feem to have obtained fo early, 
or that there was.a neceflity of it: and gave the 
fenfe, and caufed them to underfiand the reading; 
not hereby how to read it, but chiefly to under- 
ftand what was read, that they might clearly know 
their duty to God and men: the Talmudifis * give 
the meaning of the text thus; by the law of God 
they underitand the fcripture, by the phrafe dz/tind- 
ly, the Targum or tranflation of it into Chaldee, by 
the fenfe, the verfes or the accents, and by she read- 
ing, the diftinétion of the accents; fome: think, 
from hence came the practice of reading the law in 
the fynagogues every fabbath day, és xiii. 15. 
and’xv. 29 

¥. 9. ‘And Nehemiah which is the Tirfhatha, &c.] 
Or governor, as Zerubbabel had been, and now 
Nehemiah, fee Ezra ii. 63. and Ezra the prieft and 
feribe , tee yy 1, 2. and the Levites that taught the 
people, fee ¥. 7. faid unto all the people, This day is 
holy unto the Lord your God;-being both the new 
moon and the feaft of blowing of trumpets : mourn 
not, nor weep; which was unfuitable to a feftival, 
and efpecially fuch an one as this, in which trum- 
pets were to be blown, and gladnefs to be fhewn, 
Numb, x. 10. for all the people wept, when they 
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of food and liquors: and fend portions unto them 
for whom nothing is prepared; for the poor, who 
had no food at home provided for them ; the wi- 
dow, fatherlefs, and ftranger, who at feftivals were 
to partake of the entertainment, Deut. xvi. 11. 
for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be you for- 
ry; confirming what the Levztes had faid’ and ex- 
horted to, ¥. 9. for the joy of the Lord is your 
Jtrength ; to rejoice as the Lord commanded them 
on fuch days as thefe, was a means both of in- 
creafing their bodily ftrength and their inward 
ftrength, and of fitting them the more to perform 
their duty to God and men with chearfulnefs, which 
forrow and heavinefs made unfit for; and the joy 
which has the Lord for its object, and comes from 
him, is the caufe of renewing fpiritual ftrength, fo 
as torun and not be weary, walk and not faint, in 
the ways of God. 

y. ir. So the Levites filled all the people, &c.} 
Made them quiet and eafy, being backed by the go- 
vernor : /aying, Hold your peace, refrain from weep- 
ing and mourning: for the day is holy, a feftival, 
fet apart for joy and gladnefs : neither be ye grieved ; 
inwardly ; as they were not to fhow any figns of 
forrow outwardly, fo they were not to cherifh grief 
inwardly. 

y. 12. And all the people went their way to eat 
and to drink, &c.| Freely and chearfully : and to 
fend portions ; to the poor, who had nothing to eat 
and drink : and to make great mirth; with mufic, 
vocal and inftrumental : decau/e they bad underftood 
the words that were declared unto them, the mean- 
ing of the feveral laws read and explained unto 
them, whereby they better underftood their duty, 
and in what inftances and in what manner it was to 
be performed; how much more reafon is there for 
joy and gladnefs, when the gofpel, and the doc- 
trines of it, are clearly known and underftood ? 
Pf. Ixxxix. 15. 

¥.13. And-on the fecond day were gathered toge- 
ther, 8cc.} The fecond day of the month, ‘and of 
the new year, the day after the feaft of blowing of 
trumpets, and after the law had been read and ex- 
plained: the chief of the fathers of ail the people ; 
heads of tribes and families: he priefts and the Le- 
vites ; who, though they were inftructors of others, 
needed to be taught themfelves, of which they were 
fenfible: and therefore came unto Ezra the /cribe, 
even to underfiand the words of the law; fome things 
in it, which, upon reading the day before, they 
obferved had fome difficulty in them, and which 
they did not clearly and thoroughly underftand , 
and therefore applied to Zzra, a ready icribe in the 
law, for better information, and that they might 
be better able to teach’the people ; which was high- 
ly commendable in them. 

¥. 14. And they found written in the law whicd 

the 
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the Lord had commanded by Mofes, &c.] The chil- 
dren of IJ/rael, to be obterved by them; either by 
hearing it read the day before, or by converfation 
with Ezra, they perceived it was enjoined in the 
law, particularly in Lev. xxili, 39—43. Deut. xvi. 
13. that the children of Ifrael fhould dwell in booths, 
in the feaft of the feventh month, which was the 
fame month, and this the fecond day of it, and 
therefore the time drew near for keeping it; for it 
was to begin the 15th. 

y. 15. And that they foould publifo and proclaim in 
all their citi®s, and in Ferufalem, &c.| That is, 
as Jarchi interprets it, by fupplying it thus, and 
they commanded that they fhould publifh, &c, Ezra 
and thofe with him gave orders that heralds fhould 
proclaim in all cities where the Yews dwelt that the 
feaft of tabernacles would be kept, and they fhould 
prepare for it ; and which feems to be the true 
fenfe, fince it is not written in the law chat fuch a 
proclamation fhould be made; but this was an or- 
der of their own, thereby to give notice of it, that 
all might be provided: Go forth unto the mount, 
and fetch olive-branches, and pine-branches, and myr- 
rle-branches, and palm-branches, and branches of thick 
trees, to make booths, as it is written, in Lev. xxiii, 
40. where the three firft of thefe feem to be called 
boughs of goodly trees; though the ews * com- 
monly underftand them of pome-citrons, of which 
the Syriac verfion here interprets the myrtle-branch- 
es; and by them are meant the citron-branches, 
with the leaves and fruit, and which the Fews make 
abfolutely neceffary to the keeping of the feaft, and 
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¥.16. So the people went forth; and brought 


them, &c.} Went out of Ferufalem to the moun- 


tains adjacent, and fetched in branches of the faid _ 


trees, one or another: and made themfelves booths, 
every one upon the roof of bis houfe; which were 
flar, Deut. xxii. 8. and they might be made any 


where, {fo be it they were open to the air: and im - 


their courts, and in the courts of the houfe of God ; 
the common people, in the court-yards belonging 
to their houfes, and the priefts and Levites in the 
courts of the temple, the yards or open places ad- 
Joining to them : and in the fireet of the water gates 
which led to that, and feems to have been a very 


large ftreet, in which many booths might be built, 


ch. ill. 26. fee ¥.3. and in the fireet of the gate of 


Epbraim ,; which led tothe gate through which the 


road lay to the tribe of Ephraim, fee 2 Kings xiv. 


13. mone were erected without the walls of the 
city, for fear of the enemy. 

¥.17. And all the congregation of them that were 
come again out of captivity, made booths, 8c.) Thefe 
came to Ferujalem, and made them booths there; 
for there only was this feaft kept, fee Fobn vii: 2. 


10. and fat under the booths, there they dwelt 


during the feven days of it, in commemoration of 
their anceftors dwelling in booths in the wilder- 
nefs, fee Lev xxiii. 42, 43. for ince the days of Fe- 
foua the fon of Nun unto that day, had not the chil- 
dren of Ifrael done fo; Jofoua oblerved it, when he 
had brought and fettled the people of J/rael in the 
land of Canaan, and it had been obferved fince,’ 
before this time, as appears from x Kings viii. 2.. 


for beautiful ones will give a large price ; fome of | 65, 66. Ezra iii. 4. but’ not fo, with fach exaét- 
them go every year to Spain, and buy as many as|nels, with fuch zeal and affection, with fuch a re» 
they can, and dilpofe of them wherever ews live*: | gard to the law of God, as to read it every day of 
and thofe branches were to be fetched, nor properly | the feaft, as in the next verfe, and with fuch joy 
fpeaking to make the booths of, which were made} and gladnefs; wherefore there is no reafon to fui- 
of boards and planks, but for the decoration of} pect a corruption in the text, as a learned man ™ 
them ; and it was not neceffary, according to Aven| does, who fuppofes that Fefoua is put for Fofab : 


‘zra, that fome of each of thefe fhould be gathered 
for that purpofe, but of any fort of them; for he 
interprets the words disjunctively olive-branches, 
or pine-branches, or myrtle-branches, &%c. thele, 
according to the common notion of the ews, were 
tied up in little bundles, and carried in the hand, 
which they call Lu/abs,; and they obferve', the 
thick branches were for them, which included the 
reft; now thefe they were to fetch from the mount 
of Olives, and other mountains about Jeru/alem , 
near to which alfo there was a place called Motza *, 
whither they went, and gathered the willows of the 
brook mentioned in Lev, xxiii. 39. 


CHA 


ie this chapter we have an account of a faft kept 
by the Yews, which was obferved, as by out- 
ward aéts of humiliation, fo by confeffion of fin, 
reading the law, and worfhipping the Lord, y. 1, 
2, 3. and of a long prayer that the Levites made, 
in which they celebrate the divine perfections, take 
notice of various inftances of the goodnefs of God 
to the people of J/rae/, acknowledge their manifold 
tranfgreffions, obferve the Lord’s correétion of them 
for them, in which they own he was righteous, y. 
4—38. 


¥.1. Now in the 24th day of this month, &c.| 
The-feventh month, the month Ti/ri or September, 


* 'T. Bab. Succah, fol. 35. 1. 
Guceah, c. 4. §. 5. 


s Buxtorf, Synagog. Jud. c. 21. p. 454. 
w Delaney’s Life of King David, vol. 1, Pp. foi hires 


and there was very great gladne/s; that they were 
reftored unto and, fettled in their land, had the 
book of the law, and the knowledge of it, and 
were directed and enabled to obferve it. 

¥. 18. Alo day by day, from the firft day unto the 
laft day, be read in the book of the law of God, &c.} 
That is, Ezra; this was done by him every day 
during the feaft, whereas, only the firft and lait 
days were the holy convocations on. which it feems 
to have been read: and they kept the feaft feven days, 
and on the eighth day was a folemn affembly, according 


\ the manner ; prefcribed in Lev. xxiii. 39- 


‘ 
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two days after the feaft of tabernacles was ended: 
the children of I/rael were affembled with fafling, and 


with fackclothes, and earth upon them; which were. 


all outward tokens of mourning and humiliation, 
fee Foel ie 8. 14. 1 Sam iv. 12,,which they could 
not fhow during the feftival; but chat being over, 
they return to it, fee ch. viii. 9. 

'¥. 2. And the feed of Ifrael feparated themfelnes 
from all firangers, 8&c.\ Such as were genume J/- 
raelites, of the feed of Abrabam, who had married 


wives of the Gentiles, ftrangers to the common=- __ 


wealth of J/rael, either before the reformation by 
Ezra, not being then difcovered, or had fallen into 


this evil fince ; but now, on the reading of the Jaw, — 


a . were 


* Succah, fol. 12 4. 2 Mifh. 


‘ a 
i ‘ 


7; 


were convinced of it; and fo feparated themfelves 
from fuch wives, which was a proof of the truth 
of their repentance: and flood and confeffed their fins, 
and the iniquities of their fathers; particularly their 
taking of ttrange wives, which their fathers had 
allo done, and tet them a bad example, which they 
had followed ; of ftanding and confeffing, fee Luke 
XViil. 13. 

¥. 3. And they flood up in their place, &c.] In 
the outward court of the temple, where men ufed 
to ftand when they prayed and confeffed their fins : 
and read in the book of the law of the Lord their God; 
that they might the better know the mind and will 
of God, and do their duty: this they did one 4th 
part of the day; the {pace of three hours, from fun- 
rifing, or fix 0’ clock in the morning, to the time 
of the morning-facrifice, which was about nine o’ 
clock: avd another 4th part they confeffed; the 
goodnefs of God to them, and the fins they had 
been guilty of: aad worfbipped the Lord their God ; 
bowed down before him in prayer and fupplication, 
and fo fpent three hours more, which reached to 
noon or 12 0’ clock ; and from thence to 3 0’ clock, 
about the time of the evening-facritice, and from 
thence to» fun-fetting, or 6 o’ clock, and fo fpent 
the whole day in the above exercifes alternately. 

¥.4. Then flood up upon the frairs of the Levites, 
&c.] On an afcent; an elevated place where the 
Levites ufed to ftand when they fung at the time of 
facrifice, and where they might be feen and heard 
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Abram, &c.] From among thé Chaldeans, and 
out of his father’s family : asd broughtelt him forth 
out of Ur of the Chaldees; by calling him from 
thence, of which fee Gem. xi. 28. 31. and xii. 1. to 
which may be added what Amama* on that place 
obferves ; that fome think that the facred fire, 
which the Chaldeans worthipped, was kept in this 
city, from whence it was called Ur, that being 
worfhipped by them and by the Afyrians under the 
name ot Ur”: and gaveft him the name of Abrabam ; 
which was changed when the covenant of circum- 
cifion was given him, Gen. xvii. «, 

¥. 8. And foundeft bis heart faithful before thee, 
&c.] A true believer in his word and promifes, 
Gen. xv. 6. and clofely attached to the fear of him; 
and obfervance of his commands, as abundantly 
appeared in the trial of him, in offering up his fon, 
Gen. xxii. 1, 2. 12, and madeft a covenant with kim, 
to give the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Febufites, and 
the Girgafhites, to give it, I fay, to bis feed, not to 
him perfonally, but to his pofterity, at leat in- 
cluding and chiefly defigning them ; of which co- 
venant fee Gen, xv. 18—21. and haft performed thy 
words, for thow art righteous; in all his ways and 
works, faithful to his promife, a covenant-keeping 
God, and who kept and fulfilled this éovenanc, afz 
fitting Fefoua to conquer the land of Canaan, and 
put J/rael into the pofleffion of it. 

¥. 9. And didft fee the affhétion of our fathers in 


by the people: fe/oaa and Bani, Kadmiels Sheba-| Egypt, &c.] The hard bondage in which their 


niah, Bunni, sherebiab, Bani, and Chenani; who!lives were made bitter 
feem to be all Lévites, fee ch, viii. 7. and cried|tator of it, 
with a loud voice unto the Lord their God; praying|and compaffion, 


with great fervency, and making 
for the fins of the people and their own. 


foabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pe- 
thabiah, the fame as before, with a little variation 
of their names, and perhaps fome of them might 
have two names: and /aid; to the men that ftood 
and confefled their fins, ¥. 2. fland up; for tho’ 
they are before faid to ftand, yet, through fhame 
and confufion of face, and awe of the Divine Ma- 
jefty, might be fallen on their faces to the ground : 
and ble/s the Lord your God for ever and ever; for 
all the great and good things he had done for them, 
notwithftanding their fins ; and particularly for his 
pardoning grace and mercy they had reafon to hope 


s; and was not a mere {pec- 
but looked upon them in it with pity 
and fent them a deliverer, Exod. 


bitter lamentation ii. 23. andiii. 7. and beardef? their cry by the Red 


ea which was before them, and the rocks on both 
¥. 5. Then the Levites, Fefoua, &c.] Or, then] fides of them, 


the Levites, even ‘Fefhua: and Kadmiel, Bani, Ha-| {ing upon the 


and the hoit of Pharach behind, pref- 
m, when he heard them, and wrought 
falvation for them, Exod. xiv. 10. 13. 

¥. 10. And fhewedft fins and wonders upon Pha-~ 
raoh, and on all his fervants, and on all the people of 
bis land, &c.] By infliéting the ten plagues upon 
them : for thou knoweft that they dealt proudly againjt 
them behaved. haughtily to them, and detpifed 
them, fee Ewod. xviii. 11. fo didf thou get thee a 
name, as it is this day; difplayed his power on 
Pharaoh, and his goodnefs to I/rael, the fame of 
which reached all over the world, and continued co 
that day, fee Exod. ix: 16. 

y. 11. And thou did? divide the fea before them, 


for: and bleffed be thy glorious name, which is exalted| fo that they went through the midjt of the fea on ary 
above all blefing and praife, the glory of which!/and, &c.) That is, the J/raelites, fee Hxod. xiv. 


name, nature, and perfections of his cannot be fet 
forth by the higheft praifes of men, and the largeft 
aicriptions of bleffing and honour to him. 

¥. 6. Thou, even thou art Lord alone, &c.] 
Whofe name alone is Fehbovab, the one only true 
and living God: thou haft made heaven, the beaven of 
heavens with all their hoft, the airy and ftarry 
heavens, and the fun, moon, and ftars in them, 
and the third heaven, the feat of God, angels, and 
faints: ¢be earth and all things that are therein ; 
men, bealts, trees, metals, minerals, (c. the feas 
and all that is therein, fithes, fea-plants, &Fc. fee 
Aéts iv. 24. and thou preferveft them all; they con- 
fift in thee, and are upheld in their being by thee, 


21. and their perfecutors thou threweft into the deeps 
with great eafe, and with indignation, meaning 
the Egyptians, that purfued hotly after them, and 
were thrown into the fea: as a jiove into the mighty 
waters, where they funk and perifhed, fee Exod. 
XV. 4. 10 

¥. 12. Moreover, thou leddeft them in the day by a 
cloudy pillar, &c.| The I/raeltes, to thelter them 
from the heat of the fun in a dry and barren wil- 
dernefs: and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give 
them light in the way wheretn they foould go; thro’ 
a tracklefs defart, fee Exod. xiii. 21, 22. 

¥. 13. Thou cameft down alfo upon mount Sinai, 
&c.] By fome vifible tokens of his prefence, asa 


Heb. i. 3. Col. i. 17. Pf. xxxvi. 6. and the boft of\cloud, fire, fmoke, &c. which mutt be under- 


heaven worfhippeth thee; not the fun, moon, and 
ftars, only in their way, Pf. cxlviii. 2, 3. but the 
angels chiefly, Hebd. i. 6. 

¥. 7. Thou art the Lord the God, who did? choofe 


® Anti-barbar. Biblic. 1. 3. p. 652. 


ftood confiftent with his omnifcience, fe Exod. 
xix. 18. and fpakeft with them from heavens the 
decalogue or ten commandments, Fxod. xx. 1, &c, 
and gaveft them right judgments, and true laws, good 

Statutes 


¥ Fortunati Schacch, Eleochrifm, Myrothec. 1. 1. c.g. col. 44. 
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fratutes and. commandments ; both judicial and cere- 
monial, which were of excellent ufe to them in 
their civil and ecclefiaftical policy thefe were not 
fpoken to I/rael, but given to Mofes on the mount, 
to be delivered to them. . 
_ ¥. 14. And madeft known unto them thy boly fab- 
bath, &c.] Which was not made known to others, 
and was peculiar to the Few#/h nation, and a pri- 
vilege granted to them, to have reft corporal and 
fpiritual, typical of the reft in Chrift: and com- 
mandedft them precepts, flatutes, and laws, by the 
hand of Mofes thy fervant 
judicial, {uch as other nations had not, Deut. iv. 8. 
y. 15. And gaveft them bread from heaven for 
- their bunger, &c.] To fatisfy thar, meaning the 
- manna, Exod. xvi. 3, 4. and broughteft forth water 
for them out of the rock, for their thirft ; to quench 
it ; this was done both quickly after they came out 
of the land of Egypt, and a little before their en- 
trance into the land of Canaan, fee Exod. xvii. 6. 
Numb. xx. 8. 11. and promifedft them that they 
foould go in to poffefs the land which thou badft {worn 
to give them; which oath was made to them and to 
their fathers alfo, fee Numb. xiv. 30. Deut. i. 8. 
y. 16, But they and our fathers dealt proudly, 
&c.] Behaved in a haughty manner towards God, 
their kind benefactor: and hardened their necks ; 
refufed to take the yoke of his law, \as refractory 
oxen, that withdraw their necks from the yoke: 
end kearkened not to thy commandments , to do them, 
though they promifed they would, Exod. XXiv. 7. 
_ x. 17. And refused to obey, &c.) Though ex- 
horted, admonifhed, and threatened, fuch was 
their obftinacy : neither were mindful of thy wonders 
that thou didft among them in delivering them at 


the Red Sea, in raining manna about them, and |/fars of heaven, 


giving them water out of the rocks but hardened 
ikeir necks; fee the preceding verfe: and in their 
rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage ; 
they not only propofed it, but determined upon it, 
which is reckoned the fame as if they had done it, 
fee Numb. xiv. 4. but thou art a God ready to par- 
don, gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of 
great kindnefs, as be had proclaimed his name be- 
tore Mo/es, and as the whole of his conduct towards 
the people of J/rael abundantly fhewed, fee Exod. 
xxxiv. 6, 7. and forfookeft them not, when in the 
wildernefs, where otherwife they muft have perifh- 
ed, but ftill fed and protected them, notwithitand - 
ing their provocations. ; 
¥. 18. Yea, when they had made them a molten 
‘calf, &c.] In imitation of the Apés, or ox of the 
Egyptians: and faid, This is thy God that brought 
thee out of Egypt; or the image of thy God, as the 
Arabic verfion, fee Exod. xxxii. 4. and had wrought 
great provocations ; of all which nothing was greater 
than idolatry. 
¥. 19. Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forfookef 
them not in the wilderne/s, 8cc.| Where no fupply 
could be had, if he had caft them off, fee y. 17. 
the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day, 
to lead them in the way; which if it had, they would 
have been fcorched by the heat of the fun: neither 
the pillar of fire by night, to foew them light, and the 
sway wherein they foould go; or otherwife they would 
have loft their way, and not have known which 
way to have gone. 
¥. 20. Thou gavef alfo thy good fpirit to inftrudt 
them, &c.} In the knowledge of the laws delivered 


moral, ceremonial, and }_ 
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rit put upon the 70 élders, Numb. xi. 17.25. and 
withbeldejt not thy manna from their mouth , all the 
while they were in the wildernels, until they came 
to Canaan’s land; called the Lord’s manna, be- 
caufe prepared by him, and given "by him to them ; 
a part or portion and gift from the Lord, as Bem 
Melech, from. whence it had its*name, fee Exod. 
xvi. 15. and gaveft them water for their thirf; 
which feems to have refpeét to the laft rock ftricken 
for them, after their many provocations in the wil- 
dernefs, Numb. xx. 11. (SR. 
y. 21. Yea, forty years didft thou fuftain them in 
the wilderne's, fo that they lacked nothing, &c.] 
As not for food, fo neither for raiment, as follows: 
their clothes waxed net old, aud their feet fwelled nots 
of which fee Deut. viii. 4. : 
y¥. 22. Moreover, thou gaveft them kingdoms and 
nations, &c.] The two kingdoms of Sion and Og, 
and the feven nations of Canaan: and didft divide 
them into corners; or corner; into every corner of 
the land of Canaan, fo that they poffeffed the whole 
of it, a few cities excepted ; Yerchd interprets it of 
one corner, ‘that they might not be mixed with the 
people of the land, but be all together in one places | 
but Aben Ezra underftands it of the Canaanites, ot 
their being divided and feattered into corners, when 
they fled from the J/rae/ites; but the former fenfe 
feems beft: /o they poffiffed the land of Sibon, and 
the land of the king of Hefhbon, or even, or namely”, 
the land of the king of Hefhbon , for Sibon was king 
of Fefhbon, and io the land the fame: aad the land 
of Og king of Bafhan; thofe lands both Jay on the 
other fide ‘/ordan, and were poflefied by the tribes 
of Reuben and Gad, and the half-tribe of Manaffeb. 
¥. 23. Their children alfo multiplied thou as the 
&c.}] Fulfilling the promife made 
to Abraham, Gen. xv. 5, and xxii. 17. Deut. i. 10. 
their number when they came out of Egypt, and 
juft before they encred into the land of Canaan, 
being upwards of 600,000 men, befides women 
and children, Exod, xii. 37. Numb. xi. 21. and 
xxvi. 51. and broughteft them into the land, concern- 
ing which thou hadt promifed to their fathers, that 
they foould go in to poffe/s it, the land of Canaan, 
promifed to Abraham, Jfaac, and Facob, and their 
feed, into which the Lord brought them by Foue ; 
he was the inftrument, but the thing was of God. 
y. 24. So the children went in and poffeffed the 
land, &c.] Not the fathers of the J/raelites that 
came out of Egypt, they died in the wildernefs, all 
excepting two, but their children, which feems to 
be the reafon of this manner of expreflion, fee 
Numb. xiv. 30—33. and thou fubduedft before them 
the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites; by 
means of Fo/fbua, the general of the armies of J/- 
rael; there is an elegant paranomafia in the word for 
fubdue, and the Canaanites, which cannot be ex- 
prefied in our language: and gaveft them into their 
hands, with their kings, and the people of the land, 
that they might do with them as they would; no lets 
than 31 kings, fee Yo. xii. 9-—24.. ue 
y. 25. And they took ftrong cities, &e.] Such as, 
in an hyperbolical way, are faid to be walled up to 
heaven, Deut. i. 28. and a fat land; of a good 
and fruitful foil, abounding with all good things, 
Deut. viii. 7, 8. and poffeffed houfes full of all aol 3 


ready built and furnifhed for them, both with good. _ 


provifions and good furniture: »wells digged; to 
fupply them with water: vineyards, and olive- 


to them the fpirit of prophecy, according to Ben|yards, and fruit-trees in abundance, which they 
Melech, and which Aben Ezra interprets of the fpi-|planted not: and they did eat, and were filled, and 


2 So Pifcator, Patrick, Rasmbachits. . 


became — 


% 
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became fat ; iv body, though in mind became wan-| ¥. 30. Yet many: years didftt thou forbear them, 
ton and wicked; they made their hearts fat, or) 8&c.]° Throughout the reigns of feveral kings, fuch 
ftupid, as Aven Ezra interprets it, fee Deut. xxxu.| was God’s long-fuffering towards them: or, thou 
15. If. vi. 10. and delighted themfelves in thy great) did? draw upon them; that is, his mercy, as JFar- 
goodne/s ; notin praifing the Lord for it, and ufing it|cdz interprets, it ; he drew it out of his heart, and 
to his honour and glory, but indulged themfelves| prolonged it towards them: and teftifiedft againft 
to: Juxury and intemperance; though it may be|them by thy /pirit in thy prophets; who reproved and 
underftood of a lawful pleafure in the enjoyment of |admonifhed them, as they were moved by the Holy 
the great affluence they were brought into, which | Spirit of God in them, who {poke in his name, and 
- Jaft agrees. with what follows. what he fuggefted to them: yet they would not give 
y¥. 26. Neverthele/s, they were difobedient, and\ear, to what the prophets faid, and the {pirit of 
rebelled againjt thee, &c.} Notwithftanding all]God in them: sherefore gaveft thou them into the 
thefe favours and mercies beftowed upon them, |and of the people of the lands; people that were 
which was great ingratitude » and caft thy law bebind|\\ords of many countries, as the Affyrians and Chal- 
their backs; as of no account, and unworthy of| deans. 
their regard; that which they fhould have had con-|'  ¥. 31. Neverthelefs, for thy great mercies fake, 
tinually before their eyes, as the rule and guide of }&c.} For the difplaying of that, and the glori- 
their actions, they caft behind them, not caring to] fying of it, which is fo large and exceeding abun- 
fook into it, and read it: and flew thy prophets\dant: thou didjt not utterly confume them, nor for- 
which tefified againft them, to turn them to thee;| fake them, fome were left in the land, and thofe 
the prophets that bore a -teftimony again{t their} that were carried captive found favour in the eyes 
fins, admonifhed them of them, called heaven and| of thofe that carried them away, and were fuffered 
earth to record againft them fhould they continue|to live, and many of them now had returned to 
in them, and ali to turn them from them by re-|their own land: for thou art a gracious and merciful 
pentance to the Lord; thofe they were fo wroth}|God, of which they had abundant proof and evi- 
with on this account as to flay them, fee M/af#.| dence. 
xxiii. 37. Affs vii. 52. and they wrought great pro-| y. 32. Now therefore our God, the great, the 
vocations ; ferving Baalim and Afhtaroth, and ather| mighty, and the terrible God, who keepeft covenant ; 
gods of the nations, than which nothing was more| and mercy, &c.] The fame titles Nebemiah gives 
provoking to the Lord. to the Lord, ch.i. 5. and it may be reafonably 
y. 27. Therefore thou deliveredft them into the|thought the whole prayer is his compofure, which 
hand of their enemies, who vexed them, &c.} As} was delivered by him to the Levites: let not all the 
the kings of M©e/opotamia, Moab, Canaan, and| trouble feem little before thee, as-if it was not 
others: amd in the time of their trouble, when they\ enovgh, let it be judged fufficient, and no more 
cried unto thee, as they utually did, Fudg. iii. 9.| be added, but mercy fhewn; ben Ezra thinks the 
15. and iv. 3. and vi. 6,:7. thou beardeft them from| word /itt/e is not to be connected with ¢roudle, but 
heaven; and according to thy manifold mercies, thou| with the neareft antecedent mercy, and fo Guffetius*; 
gaveft them faviours, who faved them out of the bands| as. it the fenfe was, let not thy mercy be {mall with 
of their enemies; fuch were the judges, Oshniel,\thee, but let it be largely extended along with all 
Ebud, Barak, Gideon, &c. and this was done for|the trouble, or at the time when trouble of every 
them, not on account of their merits, but the] kind comes upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and 
abundant unmerited mercy of the Lord towards] ox our pric/ts, and on our prophets, and on our fa- 
them. thers, and on all thy people, fince the times of the 
¥. 28. But after they had reft, &c.] From} kings of Affyria unto this day, but this fenfe is not 
their enemies, enjoyed their liberty, and were in}|clear, and makes it have refpect to times to come; 
profperity : zbey did evil again before thee ; relapfed| whereas, it relates to time paft, and to all the trou- 
into idolatry : therefore /efteft thou them in the hand|ble, and affiiction they had met with from the 4/)- 
of their enemies, fo that they had the dominion over\ rian kings, from. the time they invaded their land, 
them , as the Philiftines had for the fpace of forty} and carried them captive, until this very time. 
years, Judg. xiii. 1. yet when they returned and cried\ yr. 33. Howbeit, thou art fuft in all that is brought 
unto thee, thou beardeft them from heaven, and many| upon us, &c.] They own the juttice of God, 
times didft thou deliver them, according to thy mer-\could not complain of any wrong done them; and 
cies ; this was their cafe frequently in the times of| had he fhewn them no mercy at all, it was but 
the judges ; they finned and fell into the hands of! what they deferved: for thou bajt done right, but 
their enemies, then they repented, and cried to| we have done wickedly, he had done according to 
God for help, and he had compaffion upon them, |the truth of his word of promife, he had faithfully 
and faved them. ; kept it, but they had tranfgrefied his righteous law. 
¥. 29. ‘And teftified® againft them, &c] By| ¥. 34, Neither have our kings, our princes, our 
fending prophets to them, to admonifh them of] prieffs, nor our fathers kept thy law, &c.] All 
their fins, and remind them of their duty: shat|rariks of men, from the higheft to the loweit, had 
thou mighteft bring them again unto thy law’; to.re-| {hewn no regard, nor yielded obedience to the holy 
gard it, and walk according to it: yet they dea/t|\aw of God; mor bearkened unto thy commandments, 
proudly; with an haughty air rejected the counfel| and thy tefimonies wherewith thou didft veftify againft 
of God: and hearkened not unto thy commandments ;\them;, moral and ceremonial, which were a teftifi- 
yielded not obedience to them: but finned againft\cation of the will of God to them, and a teftimony 
thy judgments; tranfgreffed his laws, which were} againft them if they obferved them not. 
fo juft, righteous, reafonable, and equitable: which| y. 35. For they have not ferved thee in their king- 
if a man do, be foall live in them; or by them, in|dom, &c.] Whenin it, whether of J/rael or of 
the land of Canaan, fee Lev. xviii. 5. and withdrew} Judab, and when in the moft flourifhing ciicum- 
the fooulder, and bardened their neck, and would not\{tances: and in thy great goodnefs that thou gave/t 
bear ; like oxen, that wriggle and ftruggle, and|bem ; amidft all the profperity and affluence of 
draw back, and will not admit the yoke upon them,| good things they enjoyed, which was an obligation 
Vor. If. * N*.'5. of Peery upon 
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upon them to ferve the Lord: and in the large and 
fat land which thou gaveft before them; the land of 
Canaan, a land flowing with milk, which lay open 
for them, their enemies being driven out before 
them, fee ¥. 25. neither turned they from their wic- 
hed works; their idolatries more elpecially. : 
y. 36. Bebold, we are fervants this day, &c.] 
For though they had leave to return to their land, 
and rebuild their city and temple, yet they were 
{till in fubjection to the kings of Perfia: and for 
the land thou gaveft unto our fathers, to eat the fruit 
thereof, and the good thereof, behold, we are fervants 
in it; though the rightful owners and proprietors 
of it by the gift of God to their anceftors, to hold 
it and enjoy the good of it, and yet were obliged 
to pay tribute for it to the kings of Perfia, all ex- 
cepting pricfts and Levites; fee Ezr, vi. 8. ‘and vii. 
plow ¥ a 
¥. 37. And it yieldeth much increafe unto the kings 
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much toll, tribute, and cuftom fromthem, which — 
greatly leffened the profit of the earth to them: 
alfo they have dominion over our bodies; and could, 
oblige them to work for them, and do any fervice. 
they fhould command : and over our cattle, at ther 
pleafure; to carry burdens for them, or, ride poft. 
with them: and we are in great diftrefs; being fer-. 
vants and tributaries to a foreign POWETs. Dedbbeniames 
¥. 38. And becaufe of all this, &c.) Of all this, 
diftrefs, and that it might be removed, and be: 
clear of it ; or ia all this diftrefs and evil, as Far- 
chi and Aben Ezra, in the midft of it all: me. 
make a fure covenant; or faithfully promife to ob-, 
ferve the law of God, and particularly put away 
ftrange wives, and not intermarry with the people. 
of the land: and write it; that it may remain and, 


be a teftimony againft them fhould they break it,y 


being their own hand-writing :. and our princes, Le-» 
vites, and priefts feal unto it; as witnefles of its 


whom thou baft fet over us, becaufe of our fins, &c.] and thereby binding themfelves to obferve the fame. 


Though a very fruitful land, and brought forth things; their names that 


o 


much, yet not for them, but for foreign kings, next chapter. 


that had the fovereignty over them, and enacted 


fealed are given in the, 


G HRP raze 


in this chapter we have the names of the perfons 
that figned. and fealed the covenant mentioned 
in the laft, y. 127. and the things they agreed 
unto, and promifed to perform ; in. general to ob- 
ferve the law of God, in particular not to marry 
with the people of the land, to keep the fabbaths 
weekly and yearly, to pay annually the third part 
of the fhekel for the fervice of the temple, to bring 
into it the wood-offerings, firft-fruits, firft-born, 
and tithes, ¥. 28—39. 


y. 1. Now thofe that fealed were, &Sc.] That 
fealed the covenant, made ch. ix. 38. Nehemiah 
the Tirfoatha, the fon of Hachaliah , the governor 
of the Jews: and Zidkijab; who feems.alfo to have 
beer a prince, fince without, it could not be faid it 
was fealed by their princes, ch ix. 38. though fome 
think both thefe were priefts, and then the princes 
muft be fuppofed to be among the chief of the 
people, y. 14. from hence to the end of the 27th 
their names follow ; the names of the priefts, y. 
2—8. who were in all 223 no mention is made 
either of Eliafbib the high-prieft, nor of Ezra the 
prieft and feribe ; fome think the former had not 

ehaved well in his office, and that the latter was 
either fick, or returned to Babylon, or however 
hindered by fome providence or another, fince we 
hear of him both a little before and after, ch. viii. 
2. 13. and xii. 36. then the names of the Levites, 
¥. 9—13. in all 17, moft of which we have met 
with in this -book befare; next follow the names 
of the chief of the people, ¥. 1427. their num- 
ber in all 44; and their names may be obferved in 
the lift of thofe that came out of Babylon with Ze- 
rubbabel ; the whole number of thofe that fealed, 
princes, priefts, Levites, and chief of the people, 
were 84. 

Ww. 28. And the reft of the people, &c.|. That 
did not fign and feal : the priefts, the Levites, the 
porters, the fingers, the Nethinims , the porters and 


as waited upon the priefts, as the Nethinim were 
perfons that waited on them: and all they that bad 


Seperated themfelves from the people of the lands, unto|that we would leave the 7th year; the g U 
the law of God; profelytes, who had renounced |tilled in that year, the vines unpruned 


: it, fee Fer. xxxiv. 18. and to obferve and do 


fingers were Levites 5 but thofe fo called were 


heathenifm, and embraced the true religion, had 
received the law of God, and profeffed to walk ac- 
cording to it: their wives, their fons, and their 
daughters, every one having knowledge, and having 
underfianding ; of the nature of the covenant, and 
the things contained in it, of what was required of 
them, and of what they promifed, of the nature of 
an oath they entered into, and of the fin of per- 
jury. 
¥. 29. They clave to their brethren, their nobles, 
&c.] Who had figned and fealed the covenant, 
they declared their approbation, of it, attended to 
it, and ratified what they had done in their name: 
and entred into a eurfe, and into an cath, to walk in 
God’s law, which was given by Mofes the fervant of 
God; they bound themfelves with an oath that they 
would keep the law of God, and added a curfe or 
imprecation on themfelves to it fhould they break 
it; or, according to Pifcator, they went into thé 
fpace between the two pieces of the calf, which 
they cut afunder for the confirmation of the cove- 
nant, and fo they curfed themfelves if they fhould 


all the commandments of the Lord our God, and bis 
judgments and bis flatutes; all the laws, moral, ce- 
remonial, and judicial ; this they engaged to do in 
general; fome particulars follow. weal 
¥. 30. And that we would not give our daughters 
unto the people of the land, nor take their daughters 
or our fons, &c.] Intermarry with them ag the 
had done, and were prone to do, and even digas 
ter this, ch. xiii. 23. <n |e 
¥. 31. And if the people of the land bring ware, 
&c.] Any thing to be fold, any fort of g 
that being fold might be taken away, as the wo 
fignifies : or any vidtuals on the fabbath-day, to fell ; 
any thing to make food of ; wheat or barley, as 
Aben Ezra interprets it; the fame word is rendered 
corn in Gen. xlii. 1. fee the note there; to fel 
which was not lawful on the fabbath-day, fee Anos 
viii. 5. that we would not buy it of em Oe Hee 
bath, or on the holy day ; any feftival, as the. 
of the paffover, pentecoft, and tabernacles : ‘ax 


‘ 
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fruits of the edrth which fprung of therifelves, for 
.the poor to gather, Lev. xxv. 4—y7. and the exac- 
tion of every debt ; that they would not demand the’ 
payment of any debt on the 7th year; as the law 
required they fhould not, Deut. xv. 2. 

¥. 32. Alfo we made ordinances for as, 8c.) 
Laws among themfelves, binding theny to that 
which the laws of God did: not : 40 charge our/elves 
yearly with the third part of a foekel, for the service 
of the houfe of our God; the particulars of which 
follow in the next verfe; forthe defraying of which 
there ufed to be a treafury in the temple; but now 
there was none, and therefore they took this method 
to aflefs themfelves ; and being poor, inftead of the 
half fhekel, which in fome cafes was required, they 
only charged themfelves with the third part of one 
though Aven Ezra thinks this was fuperadded to 
the half fhekel, and was paid over and above that ; 
accotding to Brerewood*, ‘it was of the value of 
ten-pence of ‘our money; Wa/erus * has given us 
the figure’of one of thefe coins, with: this infcrip- 
tion, a third part of a fhekel of J/rael. 

y. 33. For the foew-bread, &c.] To defray the 
expences of the 12 loaves, which evety week were 
fet on the table of “fhew-bread, Lev. xxiv. 5—9. 
and for the continual meat-offering, and for the conti- 
nual burnt-offering ; tor the daily facrifice morning 
and evening, which always had a meat-offering 
along with it, Exod. xxix. 38—42. of the fabbaths, 
and of tbe new moons ; on which were additional fa- 
crifices,. Numb. xxviii. g—15. and for the fet feafts ; 
of paffover, pentecoft, and tabernacles ; in which 
alfo were offered other facrifices, befides the daily 
one, Numb. xxviii. 16—31. and xxix. 139. and 

_ for the holy things, which were both by way of 
thankfgiving to God, and that they might feat 
and rejoice together: and for the fin-offerings, to 
make an atonement for Trael, for the whole body 
of the people, and fo were made at the public ex- 
pence: aud for ail the work of the houfe of our Ged ; 
whatever elfe was neceflary, that is not mentioned. 

¥. 34. And we caft the lots umong the priefis, ‘the 
Levites, and the people, &c.| The priefts and Le- 
vites were in one lot, and the people in another, .as 

_Aben Ezra: for the wood-offering ; for providing 
wood to burn upon the altar continually, concern- 
ing which Maimonides‘ thus writes; ‘* what is the 
wood-offering ? there was a time fixed for families 
to go out unto the forefts, and bring in wood of 
difpofition (to be laid in order on the altar ;) ‘and 
the day when it came to the turn of a family to 
bring the wood, they offered up free-will-burnt- 
offerings, which were called a wood-offering ; and 
it was to them as a good day, (or feftival) and 
they were forbid to mourn, faft, or do any work 
on it;” and he obferves, that if a fingle’ perfon 
brought wood of his own free-will, he was obliged 
to the fame; and Yo/ephus * {peaks of a featt called 
ZvaoPone, when it was cuftomary for all to bring 
wood to the altar, to keep alive the facred fire, 
that it might not go out, which, according to 
him, was onthe 14th of the month Lois, or Au- 
gu; but this was not the bufinefs of all the peo- 
ple, lots were caft, as here faid, who fhould do ir, 
and when: #0 bring it into the houfe of our'God; the 
temple, where there was a place called the wood- 
room, into which the wood was brought after it 
had been wormed by the priefts*: after the boufes 


of our fathers; or families on whom the lot fell to 


* De pond. & pret. vet. num. c. 1. 
1o. Vid. Maimon. & Bartenora in Mifn. Taanith, c. 4. §, 
Lightfoot’s Profpe& of the temple, ch. 25. € Mifn. 


> De antiqu. num. Heb. 1, 2. 
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do it: fome rénder it, tito the boufe of our fathers; 
meaning the fame as before ; the temple fo. called, 
becaufe they built it, and worfhipped God in it; fo 
Farchi and Aben Ezra: at ‘times: appointed, year by 
year, asthe lot directed: thefe, according to the 
Jewifo dottors *, were niné times in the year; on 
the firft of ‘ Nifan (or March) the fons of “Arach; 
of the tribe of Fudab, brought the wood ; on the 
20th of Tammuz (or Fune) the pofterity of David, 
of the tribe of fadeh 5 on the sth of 4b (or Fuly)” 
the children of Paro/h, of the tribe of Fudah; on- 
the 7th of the fame month, the fons of Jonadad the 
fon of Recab; on the 1oth of the fame. month, 
the pofterity of Senaah, of the tribe of Benjamin 
on the 15th of the fame month, the children of 
Zatta, and with them the priefts and Levites, and 
all wha were of an uncertain tribe, ec. on the 
20th of the fame month, the pofterity of Pachath- 
Moab, of the tribe of Fudab ; on the 2oth of Eiul, 
(or Auguft) the children of Adin, of the tribe of 
Judah; on the 1ftof Febeth (or December) the 
pofterity: of Parofh again’ brought the wood: %o 
burn upon the altar of the Lord our God, as it is 
written in the law; the wood fhould be burnt upon 
it, and fire kept omit continually, Lev. vi. 12, 13. 
for this refers only to that, the wood-offering is no 
where fpoken of in the law. 

¥. 35. And to bring the firft-fruits of our ground, 
&c.] Not that they! caft lots to do this, but they. 
bound themfelves with an oath, according ‘to the 
law, to do it; this isthe firft of all the fruits’of the 
earth, Exod. xxiii. 19. though Aben Ezra reftrains 
it to the fheaf of the’ firft-fruits, and'to the two 
wave-loaves, Lev. xxili.. 10. 17. and the fir/t-fruits 
of all fruit of all trees; which, as Aben Ezra ob- 
ferves, their wife men-reftrain to the feven’kinds 
only, mentioned in Devt. viii. 8. 

¥. 36. Alfo the firft-bori- of our fons and of our 
cattle, &c.] Such as were unclean, as Aben Ezra 
notes, as the afs, @e. and are diftinguifhed from 
clean ones mentioned in the following claufe ; now 
both thefe, their fons, and this fort of cattle, were 
to be redeemed by a price’ paid to the priefts : as it 
is written in the law, Exod. xiii. 2:'13. Numb. xviii. 
15, 16. and the firfilings of our berds, and of our 
flocks; clean cattle,’ which were to be offered, 
Numb, xviii. 17, 18. to bring to the boufe of our 
God, unto the priefts that minifter in the boufe of our 
God; a price for the one fort, and the other for 
facrifice. 

¥. 37. And that we fhould bring the firft-frnits of 
our dough, 8c.| According to the lawin Numb. 
XV. 20,.21. and our offerings; their heave-offerings, 
Numb, xviii. 8.11. and the fruit of all manner of 
trees; bore by them on the 4th year after their 
planting, Lev. xix. 23,.24. of wine and oil's to 
which Aven Ezra reftrains the fruit of the trees, 
fee Numb, xviii. 12. all thefe they were to bring 
unto the priefis, to the chambers of the boufe of our 
God there to be laid up for the ufe of it; and oil 
and wine were frequently ufed in facrifices: and the 


tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the fame 


Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our 
tillage ; the tenth part of the produce of their agti- 
culture every where throughout the land, fee Numé. 
XVili, 21. 
¥.°38. And the pric the fon of Aaron, fhall be 
with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes, &e.} 
There was always to be a prieft with the Levites at 
fs fuch 


¢ Hilchot Cele Hamikdahh, c. 6. §. 9, 
4’ De bello Jud. 1.2. ¢..17. §. 6. tt See 
65: 
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fuch times, to take notice what quantity they re-\ new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, &c.] In 
ceived, that they might not be under any tempta-|the temple: where are the veffels of the fanttuary ; 
tion, or lie under any fufpicion of defrauding the|to put the faid things into, that they might be 
priefts of their due, who were to have a part in the) ready at hand when wanted, as they often were for 
tithes, as follows : and the Levites (hall bring up the|\the meat and drink-offerings: and the prichs that 
tithe of the tithes unto the boufe of our God, to the\minifier, and the porters, and the fingers; who 
chambers into the treafure-houfe, which were in the|dwelt there when in their miniftrations, and were 
court of the priefts for that purpofe; for out of |fupported by. the above tithes and gifts: and we 
the tithes of the Levites there was another tithe or|twz// mot forfake the bouje of our God; neither for- 
tenth part taken, and given to the priefts, fee|fake the aflembling themfelves there for worfhip, © 


Numb. xviii. 26—30. 


¥. 39. For the children of Ifrael, and the children\{ervice of it, as they had too much done, but now 


nor neglect to make the neceffary provifions for the 


of Levi, foall bring the offering of the corn, of the,refolve for the future to behave better. 


CHAP. XE 


i 


HIS chapter treats of the inhabitants of Fe-|now a province of the Perfian monarchy: dat in 


rufalem, thofe of the tribes of Fudab and Ben- 
jamin, who fettled there by lot, or of their own. ac- 
cord, their names and numbers, ¥. 1+~g. and of 
the priefts and Levites who dwelt there, yr. 10—19. 
and of the reft of the people, priefts, and Levites 


the cities of Fudab dwelt every one in his poffeffion in. 
their cities ; in which they or their anceftors had 
formerly dwelt’: to wit, T/rael, the people in gene- 
ral of the tribes of Fudah and Benjamin, and fuch 


of the other tribes that returned with them: fhe ~ 


that dwelt in the other cities and villages of Fudab| priefts, and the Levites, and the Nethinims, and the 


and Bemjamin, ¥. 20—36. 


y. 1. And the rulers of the people dwelt at Feru- 
falem, &c.\ Where it was proper they fhould, 
being the metropolis of the nation, both for the 
performance of their offices, and to protect and de- 
fend it, as well as to fet an example to the people, 


children of Sclomon’s fervants; of whom fee Ezra 
th. Been : 

¥.4. And at Fertfalem dwelt certain of the chil- 
dren of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, 8c.| 
It belonging partly to one tribe and partly to the 
other, and io inhabited by both, as: it. originally 
was, Fob. xv. 63. and xviii. 28. of the children of 


and encourage them to dwell there alfo: the reft of \'fudab,; Athaiah; called Uthat, 1 Chron. ix. 4. 


the people alfo caft lots to bring one of ten, to.dwell in 
Setufalem the holy city; fo called, becaufe of the 
temple and the worfhip of God in it; and fo it is 
called. by Julian the emperor ®; and fome” have 
thought that the Cadytis of Herodotus * is the fame 
with Ferufalem, which had its name from Mw, 
holy, and is now called by the Turks Cuds, that is, 
holy *: now, though it was the chief city, and the 
place of public worfhip, yet the people were not 
forward of fettling in it, partly becaufe of the rage 
of the enemy, which this city was the butt of, and 
partly becaufe it was more to their wordly advan- 
tage to dwell in the country, and where they could 
have better fupplies; they confulted their own eafe, 
fafety, and profit; wherefore this method was taken 
to oblige fome to dwell in it, by taking one out of 
ten by lot, that there might be a‘fufficient number 
to rebuild the houfes of it, repeople and defend it: 
and nine parts to dwell in other cities; to which 
they belonged, or where they pleafed, any where 
in the land of J/rael. 

y¥.2. And the people bleffed all the men that wil- 
lingly offered themfelves to dwell at Ferufalem.| 


whofe lineage is traced through Uzeiah, Zechariah, 
Amariah, Shephatiah, Mabalaleel, of the children of . 
Perez, a fon of Fudah, fee t Chron. ix. 4. 

¥. 5. And Maafeiab, &c.| Who feems to be 
the fame with d/aiab, 1 Chren. ix. 5. and whofe 
genealogy is carried up through Baruch, Col- 
bozeh, Hazaiah, Adaiab, Foiarib, Zechariah, to 
Shiloui; perhaps the fame with Shelab, another fon 
of Judah, fee 1 Chron, ix. 5. 

¥. 6. All the fons of Perez that dwelt at Ferufa- 
lem, were 468 valiant men | And fo well qualified 
to defend the city againft its enemies. 

¥. 7. And thefe are the fons of Benjamin, &c.} 
That were of that tribe, and inhabited Feru/alem, 
namely, that follow: Sallu the fon of Mefbullam; 
who from him is traced up through Foed, Pedaiab, 
Kolaiah, Maafeiah, Ithiel, to Fefaiab. 

¥. 8. And after him, &c.| That is, Sallu: were 
Gabbai and Sallai ; in all 928; there were more of 
the tribe of Benjamin than of the tribe of Fudab, 
they having perhaps a greater fhare in the city, or 
were better difpofed to dwell in it. 

¥.9. Aud Foel the fon of Zichri was their over- 


Who were not taken by lot, but of their own ac-} /eer, 8cc.] Or chief governor of the city: and 
cord fettled at Ferufalem ; they praifed them for it,| Judah the fon of Senuah, was fecond over the city; ~ 


and wifhed them all happinefs and profperity, fincé}or the deputy-governor of it; fo Pitholaus is 


they denied themfelves of eafe and profit for the fake} called an under-governor in Yerufalem by Fo- 
of the public good; and it is this which makes the | /ephus *. 
difference between the lift of the inhabitants of e:! y. 10, 11. Of the priefts, &cc.] Who dweltin . 
rufalemin 1 Chron. ix. 2. &c, and this here, that| Zeru/alem, of whom the fame account is given in 
takes in all that fettled there, whether voluntarily] thefe two verfes as in 1 Chron. ix. 10, 11. only Se- 
or by lot ; this only fuch as were fixed by the lot,|raiab here is called Azariah there. 
and of them only thofe who were of greateft note| y.12. And their brethren that did the work of the 
and efteem, as Yarchi obferves, and fo it follows. | oufe, were 822, &c.] That offered the facrifices, 

_¥. 3. Now thefe are the chief of the province that| burnt incenfe, fet on the fhew-bread, lighted the — 
dwelt in Ferufalem, 8cc.] That is, of Fudea, re-| lamps, &c. and Adaiah the fon of Jerobam; fee 
duced to a province by the king of Babylon, and{1 Chron, ix. 12. whofe. genealogy is traced here 
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© dwelt at Feru/alem: were in all the cities of Judab, 


~ Tem was Uzzi,. the fon of Bani, &c.| He was the 


through Pelaliab, Amzi, Zechariab, Pafbur, to 
Matchiab. 

¥. 13. And his brethren, chief of the “fathers, 
242, &c.] ‘That is, the brethren or relations of 
Adaiah > and Amafhai ; called Maafeiab, 1 Chron. 
ix. 12. whofe lineage is traced here through ‘4za- 
reel, Abafai,. Me “pill: emoth, to Immer. 

y. 14. And their brethren mighty men of valour, 
128, &c.] ‘The brethren of Adaiah and Amafpai, 
who were able men to do the work' of their office as 
priefts, and men of courage to fight the enemy, 
and defend the city upon occafion: and their over- 
feer was Zabdiel, the Jon of one of the great men; 
or the fon of Hagedolim, or Gedolim as fome, who 
take-it to be the proper name of a man. 

¥. 15. Alfo of the Levites, &c.] Who dwelt in 
Ferifalem: Sbemaiab the fon of Hafhub; traced from 
him through 4zrikam and Hafhatiab to Burni ; 
thefe were “of the fons of Merari, the third fon: 
of Levi, fee's Chron, xi. 14. 

y¥. 16. And Shabbetbai, and Fozabad if the chief 
of Ae Levites, &c.] Along with Shemaiab ; thele 
had she overfight of ihe outward bufine/s of the houfe 
ef God; who had the care of the repairs of the 
temple, and of getting in the wood for thealtar, as 
Farcbi, and collecting the third part of the fhekel, 
to purchafe things with for the ufe of the temple. 

‘y. 17. And Mattaniah the fon of Micha, the fon 
of Zabdi, the fon of Afapb, &c.| Zabdi is called 
Zichri in 1 Chron. ix. 15, was the principal to begin 
the thank/giving in prayer; he was the precentor, 
or led the fong at the time of the daily facrifice, in 
which prayer was alfo made, as in many of the 
fongs, hymns, and pfalms of David: and Bakbu- 
kiah the fecond among his brethren, he was the next 
finger, or deputy to Mattaniab , perhaps the fame 
that is called Bakbaker, 1 Chren. ix. 15. and Abda 
the fon of Shammua; called Obadiah the fon of. She- 
maiab, 1 Chron. ix. 16. the fon of Galal, the fon of 
Feduthun; one of the three principal fingers. 

¥. 18. All the Levites in the holy city, were 284. ] 
Who had their refidence there, fee y. 1. 

¥.19. Moreover, the porters, Akkub, Talmon, 
and their brethren ibat kept the gates, were 172.] 
Of whom fee 1 Chron. ix. 17. 18. 

¥. 20. And the refidue of Ifrael, of the priefts and 
the Levites, &c.] Allof them, befides thofe that 


to Micha, the fon of d/aph, ¥. +7. of the fons of 
Afagh, the fingers were over the bufine/s of the boufe. 
of God; which, according to archi, was to take 


but one would think rather that part of the fervice 
of the houfe which lay in finging the fongs of it is 
refpected. 

¥. 23. For it was the king’s commandment concern- 
ing them, &c.| Either of king David, as fome, 
fee ch. xii. 24. or rather of the king of Perfia: 
that a certain portion fhould be for the fingers, due 
for every day; he fettled a daily falary A them, to 
be paid out of his treafury,; having perhaps a pe- 
culiar refpect for fuch fort of men, being a lover 
of mufic, by means of which they hada fettled ha- 
bitation in Ferufalem. 

¥. 24. And Pethabiab tbe fon of Mefhezabeel, of 
the children of Zerab, the fon of Fudab, &c} The 
twin-brother of Pharez, Gen. Xxxviil. 30. was at 
the king’s band in all matters concerning the people ; 
to fpeak for them to the king, as Farchi,; when 
they had a favour to afk of him, a petition to pre- 
fent to.him, he delivered it for them, and by him 
the king returned the anfwer.. 

y¥. 25. And for the villages with their fields, &c. | 
The cities and villages in the country,.an account 
of the inhabitants of them next follows: fome of 
the children of Fudeb dwelt at Kirjath-arba, and in 
the villages thereof; the fame with Hebron, Fofh. 
xv. 54. and at Dibon; the fame with Dimonab, 
Joo. xv. 22. and at Fekabzeel and in the villages 
thereof; the fame with Kabzeel, one of the utter-- 
moft cities of the tribe of Fudab fouthward, Fo. 
XV. 21. of which city was Benaiah, one of David's 
worthies, 2 Sam. xxiii. 20. from hence to the end 
of ¥. 30. mention is made of various cities and 
towns in the tribe of F#dab, inhabited by the men 
of it, which are to be met with in Joh. xv. ex- 
icepting Fefhua and Mekonab, y. 26. 28. of which 
we no where elfe read. 

¥. 31. The children alfa of Benjamin, from Geba, 
dwelt at Michmafh, &c.} Geba was a city on the 
fouthern border of Benjamin, Fofb. xviii. 24. and 
Michmaj/b on the northern, of which fee 1 Sam. xiii. 
2. in this and the four following verfes are the 
names of feveral cities in the tribe of Benjamin, in- 
habited by the men of that tribe, as “ja, the fame 
with Ai, that lay on the eaft of Bethel, here alfo 
mentioned, fee Yo/b. vii. 2. Anathoth, the birth- 
place of Feremiab the prophet, Jer. i, 1. Nob, a 


every one in bis inheritance, the I/raelites, in the 
cities, houfes, and eftates enjoyed by their ancef- 
tors, and the priefts and Zevstes in the cities given|city of the priefts, 1 Sam. xxi. 1. and xxii. 19. 
out of the feveral tribes. Ananiab is no where elfe Ap eee. Hazor is to be 

¥. 21. But the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, &c.]\diftinguifhed from another of this name in the 
An high place or tower on the wall of Yeru/alem,| tribe “of Naphtali, Foo. xix. 36. Ramab, a place 
fee 2 Chron. xxvii. 3. and Ziba, and Gifpa were|well known in Benjamin, Fofb. xviii. 25. Gittaim, 
over the Nethinims ; had the overfight of them, and}of which fee 2 Sam. iv. 3. Hadid, the fame with ddi- 
took care that they did their work ; they were fuch 
ee but the principal of them, fee Ezra ii.| doim,.a valley of this name, is read in 1 Sam. xiii. 
18. Neballat we read of no where elfe; of Lod and 
Ono, fee 1 Chron. viii. 12. and the valley of craftf- 
men, or Chorafin, 1 Chron.iy. 14. 

¥: 36. And of the Levites, were divifions in Fu- 
dah, and in Benjamin.| ‘hey were fcattered abour, 
trite here and fome there, in both thefe tribes, for 
the better inftruction of the people, 


xf 


ne 22., The overfeer alfo of the Levites at Ferufa- 


fupervifor of them, that looked after them that 
they did their work in miniftring to the priefts, as 
they had occafion for them; this man’s genealogy 
is farther traced through Hajbabiab and Maitanghs 
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care of the repairs of the ‘temple and other things; , 


da, which lay in a plain, 1 Maccab. xii. 38. Ze-. 


a 
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HIS chapter gives an account of the chief of 

the priefts and Levites in the days of Zerub- 
babel, Fefoua, Foiakim, Eliafbib, and Nehemiab, 
y, 1—26. of the dedication of the wall of Feru/a- 
lem, and of the joy expreffed on that occafion, ¥. 
27—43. and of the appointment of fome perfons 
over the treafuries for the priefts, Levites, fingers, 
and porters, ¥. 44—47. 


y. 1. Now thefe are the priefts and the Levites 
that went up with Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, 
and Fefoua, &c.] Who went up from the capti- 
vity in Babylon to Ferufalem with them; the one 
was the prince, the other the high-prieft, the fame 
with Yofbua the high-prieft, Zech. iii. 1. the names 
of the priefts are given in this and the fix following 
verfes: Seraiah, Feremiah, Ezra, not Jeremiah 
the prophet, who cannot be thought to live fo long 
as through the captivity ; but Ezra may be Ezra 
the prieft and fcribe, who might come up with Ze- 
rubbabel to Ferufalem, and return to Babylon again, 
and from thence come again as he did, in the fe- 
venth year of Artaxerxes, Ezra vii. 1. 6, 7. tho’ 
this by fome ™is not thought very probable. 

¥. 25 35 49 5, 6, 7. Amariah, Malluch, Hattujfh, 
&c.] Whofe names are among the fealers of the 
covenant, ch. x. 3, 4. Malluch is afterwards called 
“Melicu, y. 14. Shechaniah, called Shebaniab, ¥. 
14. and foinch. x. 4. Rehbum, who, by “tranfpo- 
fition of letters, is Harim, y. 15. and fo in ch. x. 
5. Meremoth, called Meraioth, ¥.15. Iddo, Gin- 
netho, read Ginnetbon, ¥. 16. fo«in ch. x. 6. bi- 
job; there was a courfe of a prieft of this name, of 
which Zechariah the father of Fobn the Baptift was, 
Luke i. 5. Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgab, the firft 
two are called Miniamin and Moadiah, ¥.17. She- 
maiah, Soiarib, Fedaiab, Sallu; called Sallai, y. 
20. Amok, Hilkiah, Fedaiah: thefe were the chief 
of the priefis, and of their brethren in the days of 
Fefbua ; heads of courfes ; or however, priefts of 
the greateft note in the times of 7e/bua the high- 

rieft. 
2 ¥. 8. Morecver the Levites, &c.} Who lived 
in the fame times : were Fefhua, Binnui, Kadmiel, 
Sherebiah, Fudah, and Mattaniah; moft of thefe 
are made mention of in ch. viii. 7. and x. g, 10. 
and xi. 15. 17. the laft of them is faid to be over 
the thank/giving, be and bis brethren; he was the 
precentor, or had the directing and conducting of 
the fongs of the temple, particularly the thankf- 
giving-fong at the daily facrifices ; archi takes 
the word here ufed to be the name of a mufical in- 
ftrument, 
¥. 9, Alfo Bakbukiab and Unni, &c.] Two 
other Levites ; the firft is mentioned in ch. xi. 17. 
their brethren, were over againft them in the watches ; 
the Levites were divided into 24 wards, and thefe 
were placed one againft another, 1 Chron, xxiii. 6. 
and xxvi. 12. 

¥.10, 11, And Fefoua begat Foiakim, Foiakim 
alfo begat Eliafbib, and “Eliafbib begat ‘foiada, and 
Foiada begat Fonathan, and Fonathan begat Faddua.| 
This is an account of the high-priefts in fucceffion 
in the fecond temple, the firft fix of them; and if 
JFaddua, the laft-mentioned, is the fame with Jad- 


m Vid. Rainold. de lib. Apocryph. pralest. 153. Pp: 402. &c. 
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dus, as Fofepbus " fappofes, who went forth in his - 


pontifical robes to meet -d/exander the great return- 
ing from his conquefts of Tyre and Gaza, from 
whom he obtained many favours, and whom he 
had into the temple, and fhewed him the prophecy 
of Daniel concerning himfelf; this paragraph muft 
be written by another hand, and.not Vebemiah, fince 
it can hardly be thought he fhould live fo long ; 
and as to his times, this account of him, or the 
hiftory of, his own times, feems not to have gore 
through the priefthood of Elja/aib, the third of 
thofe high-priefts, fee ch. xiii. 28. and to reach no 
farther than to the 32d of Darius Hy/ta/pis, ch. xiii. 
6. this fragment therefore might be inferted by 
fome godly man under a divine dire¢tion in after- 
times, as we have feveral infertions in the books of 


Mojfes and Fofoua of the like kind; and particu- - 


larly in 1 Chron. iii. 19. ec. where the genealogy 
of Zerubbabel is carried down beyond the times of 
the Maccabees, and fo could not be placed there by 
Ezra. 

¥. 12—21. And in the days of Foiakim, were prices, 
the chief of the fathers, &c.| This was the fonand 
fucceffor of Fefhua, or Fofhua, the firft high-prieft 
of the fecond temple; the principal men of the 
priefthood in his time were as follow, and who 
were the fons, or however the defcendants of the 
priefts in the time of his father before-mentioned : 
thefe were Meraiah, Hananiah, Mefbullam, Febo- 
hanan, Jonathan, Fofeph, Adna, Helkat, Zecha- 
riah, (the prophet of that name) Mefbullam, Zichri, 
Piltai, Shammua, Febonathan, Mattenai, Uzzs, 
Kallai, Eber, Hafbabiah, Nethaneel; in all 20, 
whereas there are 22 named, asin his father’s days, 
there being no fons or defcendants from two of 
them, namely, Hattufh and Miamin. 

¥. 22. The Levites in the days of Eliafhib, 8c.} 
The third prieft of the fecond temple: ‘Yoiada; he 
was the fon of Eliafbid, and the fourth high-prieft : 
and ‘Fohanan , the fame with Jonathan, ¥. 11. and 
whom Fofephus ° alfo calls Foannes: and faddua ; 
the fame as in ¥.'10. in the days of each of thele 
were recorded chief of the fathers, the principal men 
among the Levites: alfo the priefis, to the reign of 
Darius the Perfian;, thought to be Darius Codoman- 
nus, the laft king of the Per/fian monarchy, whom 
Alexander conquered ; and if fo, this verfe muft be 
inferted after the death of Nehemiah, and as the 
next verfe alfo feems to be; for thefe two verfes 
interrupt the natural order of the relation: an ac- 
count is given of the priefts in the times of Foia- 
kim, ¥. 12—21. thefe veries being inferted, the 
account goes on, ¥. 24. &c. of the chief of the 
Levites in the times of Foiakine only. eee 

¥. 23. The fons of Levi, the chi f of the fathers, 
were written in the book of the chronicles, &c.} 
Some think this refers to 1 Chron, ix. 14. Se. 
until the days of fohanan the fon of Eliafbib, from 
whence Dr. Lightfoot ® concludes, that the Chroni- 
cles were written by Ezra in the times of this “fo- 
hanan, ° : 

¥. 24. And the chief of the Levites, &c }) Here 
the thread of the hiftory of Nehemiah, interrupted 
by the infertion of the two preceding verles, is car- 
ried from the priefts to the Levites in the tintes of 


the 
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the third high-priet: Hafbabiab, Sherebiah, and 
Fefoua the fon of Kadmiel; thefe were fingers, fince 
it follows : with their brethren over againft them, to 
praife and to give thanks, according to the command- 
ment of David ihe man of God, ward over againft 
ward; which office of theirs they performed by 
turns in courfes, as David under a divine direction 
ordered, fee 1 Chron. xxiii. 5. 36. 
¥.25. Mattaxiab, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Me- 
foullam, Talmon, Akkub, were porters, &c.] At 
the gates of the temple, fee 1 Chron. 1X. £5, 16, 
17. keeping the ward, at the threfbolds of the gates ; 
of the temple, where they ftood and watched; or 
at the coll: ction of the gates, meaning either where 
the people were gathered together, or where money 
gathered was laid up; and {o fome render it, the 
treafuries of the gates; unlefs.a place called 4fup: 
pim fhould be meant, 1 Chron. xxvi. 17. 17. 
¥. 26. Thefe were in the days of Foiakim the fon 
of Fefoua, the fon of Fozadak, &c.} Who was 
high-prieft in Badylon, and whofe grandfon was 
now. high-prieft in the time referred to: and in the 
days of Nehemiah the governor; the writer of this 
book: and of Ezra the prieft, the feribe; who was 
cotemporary with him. | 
¥. 27. And at the dedication of the wall of Feru- 
falem, &c.]_ 1n which many priefts and Levites af- 
fifted, and feems to be the reafon of the above ac- 
count of them ; the dedication of the wall takes in 
the whole city, gates and houfes, y. go. and if a 
new houfe was to be dedicated, much more a new 
city, and efpecially the holy city, in which ftood 
the temple of the Lord, fee Deut. xx. 5. this dedi- 
cation was made by prayer and fongs of praife, as 
follow, and no doubt by facrifices, and was kept 
as a feftival ; and indeed, according to the Fewi/b 
writers *, it was annually obferved on\the 7th of 
Elul, or Auguft ; it was on the 25th of that month 
that the wall was finifhed, ch. vi. 15, but the gates 
were not fet up, and all things for the dedication 
were not ready till Elu/, or Augu/ft following ; and 
then all being finifhed, they made and obferved the 
7th of that month as a feftival : they fought the Le- 
vites out of all their places, to bring them to Ferufa- 
“lem, to keep the dedication with gladne/s, to afit in 
the folemnity of the day both with vocal and in- 
~ftrumental mufic, as follows: both with thank/- 
giving, and with finging ; with fongs of praife and 
thanktulne{s vocally, that they had been able, not- 
withftanding all the malice of their enemies, to 
build the wall in fo fhort a time; or witha fong, 
perhaps the 3oth pfalm was fung on this occafion : 
with eymbals, pfalteries, and with barps; fome 
playing on one, and fome on another, which were 
the three principal inftruments of mufic ufed by 
them, fee 1 Chron. xv. 16. 
¥.28. And the fons of the fingers gathered them- 
Selves together, &c.] Such of the Levites that were 
_ fingers, and their fons that were trained up as fuch ; 
both out of the plain country round about Ferufalem; 
the plain of Yordan by Fericho, and the plain of 
Saron and Lydda: and from the villages of Netopha- 
thi; fee 1 Chron. ix. 16. here they dwelt, when 
not in their courfes, to minifter in the temple; but 
on this public occafion were fummoned together. 
¥. 29. Alfo from the houfe of Gilgal, 8c. ] Which 
likewife was in a champain country in the plains of 
Jericho, Deut. xi. 30. Fofo.v. 9, 10. and out of the 
fields of Geba; which was a Levitical city in the 
tribe of Benjamin, Fofo. xxi. 17. and Azmaveth, 
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the fame with Beth-azmaveth, ch. vii. 28. where 
it follows Anathoth and Netcphab, as it does in 
Ezra ii, 24. and was very probably in the tribe of 
Benjamin: for the fingers bad builded them villages 
round about Ferufalem; that they might be near it, 
to do their duty when required; by which it ap- 
pears that the faid places were near Ferufalem. 

¥.30. And the priefts and the Levites purified 
themfelves, &c.] By wathing their bodies and their 
clothes, perhaps by {prinkling the water of purifi- 
cation on them, fee Numb. viii, 6,7. 21, and xix. g. 

¥. 31. Then I brought up the princes of Fudab up- 
on the wall, &c.] _ Which was fo broad as to walk 
upon it, and there was a proceffion of the princes 
On it at its dedication, and here jis defcribed the 
manner of it; the princes of Benjamin mutt be in- 
cluded here: and appointed two great companies of 
them that gave thanks ; he divided the people who 
were met together to praife God on this occafion 
into two companies : whereof one went on the right 
hand upon the wall; that is, on the fouthern part 
of it: towards the dung-gate; of which fee ch. ii. 
13. fome Fewifh writers, as Farchi and Ben Me- ° 
lech, give a different fenfe of MIWN ¢nw, which we 
render ¢wo companies, and take them to be two eu- 
chariftical loaves of leavened bread, with which a 
rite of ceremony was performed at the enlargement 
of a court or city; at the utmoft boundary of which 
thofe were carried, and one was eaten and the other 
burnt *; which rite is thus defcribed by Maimo- 
nides *, ** How do they add to a city ? the Sanbe- 
drim make two euchariftical facrifices, and the 
take the leavened bread in them, and the Samhe- 
drim go after the two euchariftical facrifices, which 
follow one another, and they ftand- with harps, 
and pfalteries; and cymbals ‘at every corner, and 
at every ftone in Ferufalem, and fay, 1 will extol 
thee, for thou haft lifted up, 8c. ( Pf. xxx.) until 
they come to the end of the place they confecrate, 
there they ftand and eat the thankfgiving loaf, one 
of the two, and the other is burnt.” 

¥. 32. And after them went Hofhaiah, and half 
of the princes of Fudab.) The other half of them, 
with Hofbaiah at the head of them 

¥. 33. And Azariah, Ezra, and Mefbullam.} 
Not Ezra the prieft and the f{cribe, for he has ano- 
ther place afligned him in this proceffion, y¥. 36. 
but this feems to be one of the princes, 

¥. 34. Fudah and Benjamin, &c.] Not the 
tribes, but the names of the two princes, as Far- 
chi: and Shemaiah and Feremiah; who were two 
others. 

¥. 35. And certain of the priefts fons with trum- 
pets, &c.] To blow with on this occafion ; for 
thefe the priefts founded: namely, Zechariah the 
Jon of Fonathan, the fon of Shemaiab, the Jon of Mat- 
taniah, the fon of Michaiah, the Jon of Zaccur, the 
Jon of Afaph; not the Levite, but a prieft of this 
name. 

¥. 36. And his brethren, &c.] The brethren of 
Zechariah, the prieft’s fon, and fuch are thofe that 
follow: Shemaiah, and Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, 
Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the 
mufical inftruments of David the man of God; which 
were invented by him, and ordered by him to be 
ufed in religious fervice, under the divine direc- 
tion: and Ezra the fcribe before them ; for he being 
a prieft alfo, and a man of great eminence, was 
placed at the head of them in this proceffion. 

¥. 37. And at the fountain gate which was over 


againft 


12. * Mifn. Shebuot, c. 2. §. 2. & Maimon. & 
Vid. Selden, de Synedr. 1. 3. c. 13, §. 6. 


148 


againft them, of which fee ch. ii, 14. and which 
was to the fouth of the dung-gate: ¢hey went up s 
that is, one of the two companies, that which took 
to the right on the wall, y. 31. with which thefe 
words are to be connected: Ly the fairs of the city 
of David; which went up to the city of Zion, built 
on an eminence: at the going up of the wall, above 
the boufe of David; where the wall was higher, and 
there was an afcent to it: even unto the water gate 
cafiward; of which fee ch, iii. 26. and viii, 16. 
turning from the fouth to the eaft, and fo drew 
nigh the temple. 
¥. 38. And the other company of them that gave 
thanks, went over againft them, €Fc.] On the left 
hand, on the northern part of the wall : 
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the trumpets, and the fingers fung and playeda 
their inftruments, the, women and children gave 
loud fhouts for joy: fa that the joy of Feru 
was beard even afar off; as‘at the laying of 
foundation.of the temple, Ezra iii. 13. 
¥. 44. And at that time were fome appointed over 
the chamber for the treafuries, &c.] On the felt- 
fame day the dedication was ; whilft the people were - 
in a good difpofition, and a fuitable frame for fuch 
fervice, certain perfons from among the pr 
were appointed to be overfeers of the chaml 
fixed upon for treafuries, to lay up fafe inthem the 
following things, and take care of them, that they 
were putto the,ufe for which they were defigned : 


and I after| for the offerings, for the firft-fruits, and for the tithes, 


them; Nebemiab, he brought up the rear of his|40 gather into them out of the fields of the cities, the 
company, as Ezra led the van ot his : and the balf\ portions of the law fer the pricts and Levites ; what 

of the people upon the wall; the chief of them, for}by the law of God were affigned them for their 
all could not walk upon it: from beyond the tower maintenance, and which the people had lately 
of the furnaces ; where they baked their bread, or bound themfelves to bring in, ch. x..35—39. for 
their bricks, fee ch. iii. 11. even unto the broad| udah rejoiced for the priefs, and for the Levites that 


wall; where the wall was broader than common, 
for fome reafon or another, fee ch, iil. 8. 

y. 39. And from above the gate of Ephraim, &c.) 
The gate which led to the tribe of Ephraim, where 
that tribe formerly dwelt, fee ch. viii, 16.’aud above 
the old gate; of which mention is made, ch. iii. 6. 
and above the fifb-gate, and the tower of Hananeel, 
and the tower of Meab, even unto the foeep-gate , of 


all which fee ch. iii. 1, 2. and they ftood Jtill in the 


prifon-gate , which was not a gate of the city, but 
of the court of the prifon, ch. iii. 25. which was 
near both the king’s palace and the temple, fee 
Jer. XX..1, 2, and Xxxii. 2. 

¥. 40. So flood the two companies of them that 
gave thanks in the houfe of God, &c.) . Having 
made their proceffion on the wall in different ways, 
they met in the temple, that is, in the great court 
of it, for no other would hold them: aad 1, and 
the half of the rulers with me, Nebemiah, and the 
other half with Hofbaiah, y. 32. . 

y. 41. Aud the priefis, 8c.] They ftood there 
alfo, whofe names follow: kakim, Maafeiah, 
Miniamin, Michaiab, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Ha- 
naniah, with trumpets, to found on this occafion. 

¥. 42. And Maafeiah, and Shemaiah, and Elea- 
zar, and Uzzi, and Febohanan, and Malchijab, 
and Elam, and Ezer, &c.| Thefe feem to be all 
priefts that blew the trumpets :.and the fingers fang 
loud, with Fezrakiah their overfeer ; thefe were the 
Levites, that fung the fongs of praife vocally,. and 
raifed their ‘voices very high, Fezrabiab being pre- 
centor, who, led the tune, as well as played on in- 
ftruments. 


¥. 43. Alfo that day they offered great facrifices, | 
Or many facrifices, as Ben 


and ryoiced, &c.] 
Melech interprets it; and thefe perhaps of» the 


larger fort of cattle, oxen; and which, at leaft 
many of them, being peace-offerings, the people. 
feafted on them, fo that it was a fettival-day : for 


God had made them rejoice with great joy; on ac- 


count of the wall being fet up all around, and fo 
were in greater fafety from their enemies > ¢he wives 


alfo and the children rejoiced; while the priefts blew 


\ 


CHAP. XI 


anes chapter relates the reformation of various 
abufes crept in among the Fews by Nebemiah, 


who removed the Moabites and Ammonites, mixed) that the Levites had their portion given 
_with them, y. 1, 2, 3. threw the houfhold-goods . 


fingers, and the porters every day Lis portion, 


waited ; at the temple, and performed their fer+ 
vices there ; they were fo pleafed’ with their mini- 
{trations that day, that they were determined to 
take care of them, and provide well for them, and 
that nothing fhould be wanting to them, enjoin- 
ed by the law of God, and that they might not be 
obliged to dwell in fields and villages for the fake 
of their living, ¥. 28, 29. and ch. xiii. ro, 

¥. 45. And both the fingers and the por 
the ward of their God, and the ward of their purifica- 
tion, &c.| ‘The fingers kept their turns in -courfe 
in the temple, and were not wanting to officiate. 
‘on all occafions, befides morning and evening- 
lervices ; and the porters they diligently kept the 
gates of the temple, that no impure perfon or 
thing in a ceremonial fenfe entered : according to 
the commandment of David and Solomon bis fon; who 
made very good rules and orders relative tothe 
better and more regular performance of fervice by 
them ; fee 1 Chron, xxv. 1, &c. and xxvi. 1, &e. 
2 Chron. viii. 14. 

¥. 46. For in the days of David and Afaph of old 
there were chief of the fingers, &c]. Perfons ap- 
pointed over the reft to inftruct them, and fee chat 
they did their work aright, as befides A/aph, Ha- 
man, and Feduthun, and their fons, 1 Chrém, xxv. 
2—8. and fongs of praife and thank/giving unto Ged ; 
fuch were made by them, fome under divine infpi- 
ration, which bear the names of David and d/aph, 
as may be oblerved in the book of P/alms, ~ 

y.47- And all Ifrael in the days of Zerrubbabel, 
and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the 
Whilft thefe two men governed they did their . 
and punétually paid the Levéses their dues at the 
proper feafon : end they fonéified holy things 
the Levites; fet them apart for their 1 : 
brought them to them, their offerings, firfts 
and tithes: and the Levites fandlified 1b: 
children of Aaron ; the Levites fet apart t 
part of the tithes, and delivered them 
and fo each had what belonged to ther 
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reftored it to its former ufe, ¥. Fark x 


had been kept front them, 9s! 1014 
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 Temy’s canon, and with which Herodotus ° agrees ; 
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the prophanation of the fabbath by felling goods'whole empire, was in the hands of the king of © 
on that day, ¥. 15—22. and put a ftop to the Perfia, as it had been from the times of Cyrus: and 
marrying of ftrange wives, which had prevailed after certain days obtained I leave of the king; to’ 
again among them, ¥. 23-31. return to Feru/alem again ; not after five years, as 


‘\Dr. Prideaux * thinks; for it is not likely that Ne-: 
¥. 1. On that day, &c ] Not when the wall-of|bemiah would ftay fo long ete he afked leave of the 
‘the city was dedicated, nor quickly after ; for it}king to return to Jerufalem, which was fo much 
cannot be thought that people fhould be fo 


cor- {his care, and on whofe profperity his heart was fo 
rupted fo foon as this chapter fhews ; but when|much fet; rather at ntoft it was but-a full year he 
Nebemiah had. governed them twelve years,-and|{taid ere he got leave to return, as Vatablus and 
had been at Badylon, and was returned 


i again, as} Pi/cator interpret it; in which fenfe the phrafe of 
appears from ¥. 6. compared with ch, ii. 1, 6. and! certain days is ufed in Lev. xxv. 2g. and in other 
vii. 2. they read in the book of Mojfes in the audience places quoted by the laft-mentioned interpreter. 


of the people , for from the time of the regding of] y. 7. And I came ‘to Ferufalem. &c.] Through 
the law by Zzra, ch. viii. it became a cuftom to|the king’s leave, and with a commilffion from him: 
read the law publckly: and therein was found writ -\and underftood of the evil that Eliafbib did for Tobiah » 
ten, that the Ammonite and the Moabite fhould not\was informed of the mal-adminiftration of his of- 
come into the congregation of the Lord; thatis, be\fice: ix preparing him a chamber in the courts of the 


admitted to marry with any of the people of J-|hou/e of God whereby it was prophaned and pol-, 
rae], fee the hote on Deut. xxiii. luted. 
' ¥.2. Becaufe they met not the childrenof Ijrael\ y. 8. Anait gri.ved me fore, &c.] That fuch a ’ 


with bread, &c.} The fame .reafon is given, and|facred place fhould be converted to common ufe, 
what follows in this verfe is obferved in Deut. xxiii. 


and to that of an heathen, and of an enemy to the 
4, 5. fee the notes there. Jews and their religion: therefore F caf forth all 
¥. 3. Now it came to pafs when they bad heard\ the boufbold-fuff of Tobiab out of the chamber, as 
the law, &c.] Or the law concerning the Ammo-|being chief magiftrate, and aéting by commiffion 
niteand the M/oadite, and which included other na-|under the king of Perfia, and to regulate every 
tions alfo, and forbad marriage with them: ¢haZ|thing amifs, according to the Yewi/h laws, as well 
they feparated from Ifrael all the mixed multitude ;\as thofe of the king, his power being, no doubt, 
all of theft, and other nations, they had contract-|as large as Ezra’s, ch. vii. 25, 26. by hou/bold- 
ed affinity with. _\Auff is meant what is moveable in the houfe, as 
¥. 4. And before this, &c.} Before the above}chairs, tables, veftels for dreffing, eating, drink- 
law was read, and obferved and acted upon: L/ia-}ing, &c. there are various opinions about this with 
Sfrid the priest ; whom fome take to be a common|the antients *. 
_prieft ; fo bifhop Ufber*; but he feems rather to]  y, 9. Then I commanded, and they cleanfed the 
be the high-prieft by comparing it with y.28. ba-| chambers, &c.} , By which it appears there were 
ving the overfight of the chamber of the houfe of our| more than one, or that feveral were thrown into 
God; which has led fome to the notion of his being|one ; which was’ done not only. by wafhing them, 
_a common prieft; but chamber may be put for} but as this was a ceremonial uncleannelg, contract 
chambers, and thofe for the whole houfe or tem-|ed by the habitation of an heathen in them} their 
ple, which the high-prieft had the greateft concern purification might be by the water of feparation, 
in, and overfight of ; was allied to Tobiab , the\ Numb. xix. 9. and thither brought I again the velfels 
fervant and Ammonite, an inveterate enemy of thelof the houfe of God, with the meat-offering, and the 
Fews, ch. ii. ro, 20. having married a daughter frankincenfe ; replaced them where they were be- 
of Shecaniah, and his fon a daughter of Mefhullam,| fore. . 
who were both priefts, and fo as it feems related to} y. 10. And I perceived that the portion of the Le- 
Eliafbib, ch. vi. 18. 


_ |vites bad not been given them, &c.| The tithes, 
¥. 5. And he bad prepared for hima great chamber, |being removed to fome other place might be con- 
&c.}] Inthe temple, by throwing together feverallverted to another ufe ; or the people feeing what 


chambers, as Pi/cator-oblerves : where afore-time|was done by Elia/bib neglected to bring them in, as 
“they laid the meat-offerings, the frankincenfe, and the\judging they would not be properly difpofed of; 
velfels, and the tithes of the corn, the new wine and‘and befides, the Levites had deferted their {tation 


the oil, which was commanded to be given to the Le-\upon this : for the Levites and the Singers that did 
ites, and’ to the fingers, and the porters, and the of -\the work were fled every one to his field ; to look af- 
ferings of the prijis; fee ch. x. 37, 38, 39. anditer their country-farms, or to get their living by 
xil. 44. agriculture, fince there was no care taken of them 
_ ¥. 6. But in all this.time was not I at Ferufalem,\ar Ferufalem , fee ch. xii. 28, 29. 
&c.] Nehemiah, who was abfent all the while thefe YW. 11. Then I contended with the. rulers, &c.} 
things were done by Eliafhib, or otherwife they|The ecclefiattical rulers, the priefts that were ap- 
would not have been fuffered : for in the 32d year pointed over thofe chambers, ch. xii 44. he expo- 
of Artaxerxes, king of Babylon, came I unto the king|{tulated with them warmly, and chode them fevere+ 
from Jerufalem; after he had governed there 12 ly for their conduct : and faid, why is the boufe of 


years, to whom he came to give an account of af-|God forfaken 2? no care being taken of the mainte- 
fairs there; this was not Xerxes, 


as fome ” have|nance of the minifters of it, contrary to the pro- 
thought, for he reigned but 21 yea 


ts; but Darius|mife made ch. x. 37. and I gathered them together ; 
_ Fyftafpis, who reigned 36 years, according to Pro-|the Levites and fingers that were difperfed in the 


countries round about: and fet them in their place ; in 

with thejthe temple, and in the courfe of their miniftry there. 

7 ¥, 13. 

* Annal. Vet. 'Teft. Pp. 200. > Apud Ganz, Tsemach David, par. 2. fol 8, 2. © Polymnia, five, 1.:7. c\1. 
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heis called king of Babylon, becaufe that, 
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‘y. 12. Then brought all Fudab the tithe of corn 
and the new wine, and the oil, into the treafuries.] 
When they faw a reformation made, and things 
were going in their proper channel, and a right 
ufe would be made of their tithes, thefe given to 
proper perfons, who were now re-inftated in their 
office, 

y¥.13. And I made treafurers over the treafuries, 
&c.] .New ones, fince the others appointed were 
either dead or unfaithful to their, truft, ch. xvil. 
44. Shelemiah the prieft, and Zadok the feribe, who 
alfo was a prieft, as Ezra was both prieft and 
{cribe ; one that befides his office as a prieft was 
expert in the law, and capable of inftructing others: 


and of the Levites, Pedaiah, and next to them was | 


Hanan the fon of Zaccur, the fon of Mattaniah, for 
they were counted faithful; had a good report of 
all that knew them, for men of fidelity and up- 
rightnefs, and fo fit for fuch a truft: and their of- 
fice was to diftribute unto their brethren; to deli- 
ver to them their fhare in the tithes, firft-fruits, 
Se. 

y¥. 14. Remember me, O my God, concerning this, 
&c.] Not in a way of ftridt juftice, as if he 
thought he merited any thing at the hand of God for 
what he had done; but ina way of grace and mercy, 


that he would gracioufly accept thereof, as done |. 


for the honour of his name, and overlook all fail- 
ings and infirmities therein, fee ¥. 22. and wipe 
not out my good deeds that I have done for the houfe 


of my God, and for the offices. thereof; for the fup- 


port of the worfhip of God in the temple, and} 


tor the regulating of the wards and courfes in it, 
both priefts and Levites, and for the maintenance 
of them; which being done from a right. princi- 
ple, love to°God, and with a right view, the-glory 
of his name, might be truly reckoned good works; 
and which he defites might not be wiped or blot- 
ted out of the book of his rememb.ance, fee Ho/. 
vi. 10. ; 

y. 15. In thofe days faw lin Fudab fome tread- 
ing wine-preffes on the fabbath, &c.\ Which was 
not a work of neceffity, and fo did not drive away 
the fabbath, as the ews exprefs themfelves, but 
might have been deferred to another day: and 
bringing in foeawes , of wheat, it being the time of 
wheat-harveft : and lading affes ; with goods to be 
carried from place to place, and fold on that day ; 
this, was contrary to the exprefs law, for the afs 
was to reft, Deut. v. 14. as alfo wine, grapes, and 
Jigs; it being the time of ingathering the fruits 
of the earth: and all manner of burdens, which 
they brought into Jerufalem on the fabbath-day ; be-. 
fides thofe borne on afies, others were carried on 
mens fhoulders ; this was contrary to the law of the 
fabbath, which required that. both men and beatts 
fhould have relt: and I teftified againft them in the 


day wherein they fold vittuals, that is, the fab-/ 


bath-day ; and if it was not lawful to fell food, 
then not any thing elfe; fo far from it, that ac- 
cording to the Jewi/h canons‘, fuch that were in 
partnerthip might not difcourfe together of what 
they fhould fell or buy on the morrow, the day 
after the fabbath ; and fo far from gathering and 
carrying grapes and figs, that a man might not go 
into his gardens and- fields to fee what were want- 
ing, or how the fruits were: now Nehemiah ad- 
monifhed the Yews of thefe evils they committed, 
and teftified againft them as breakers of the law, 


f Maimon. Hilchot Sabbat, c. 24. §. 1. 2. 


Janius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Rambachius; incidentibus umbris, Tigurine verfion. 
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and called heaven and earth to teftify againft them 


aL g 


fhould they go on to violate it. he 

¥. 16. There dwelt men of Tyre alfo therein, whiel 
brought fih, &c.| From Tyre and Zidon, and the 
patts adjacent; thefe they brought from Feppa, 
and from thence to Yeru/alem, and had houles or 
lodgings near the fifh-gate or fifh-market, where 
they fold them : aud all manner of ware; or mer- 
chandife, which being a trading city, they had from 
all nations: and fold on the fabbath-day unto the 
children of Fudab, and in Fernfalem ; or even in Fe- 
rufalem, the holy city, whcre ftood the temple, 
and where the worfhip of God was kept, — nd 
where the magiftrates lived, who fhould have been~ 
terrors to evil-doers: indeed, the law of the fab- 
bath was not ‘binding on thefe Tyrians, but then 
they tempted the Yews to break it, by bringing 
their ware to fell. 

y¥.17. Then I contended with the nobles, &c.] 
The rulers of the city, the civil magiftrates, tharply 
reproved them for their neglect of duty : and Jaid 
unto them, what evil thing is this that ye do, and 
prophane the fabbath-day ? by fuffering fervile works 
to be done in it, and things fold on it. ~ c* 

¥. 18, Did not your fathers thus, 8c. ] ’ Profarie 
the fabbath in like manner: and did not our God 


others. ‘ 
y¥.19. And it came to pafs, that when the gates . 
of Ferusalem began to be dark before the fabbath, 
&c.]- Or were fhaded* that is, as Farché inter- 
prets it, when the fhadows of the eve of the fab- 
bath were ftretched out upon the’gates; the fab- 
bath did not begin till fun-fetting, and the ftars 
appeared ; but before that, as the fun was declin- 
ing, the fhadows through the houfes in Ferufalem, 
and mountains about it, fpread themfelves over 
the gates: and when it was dufkifh, and as foon 
as it was fo, I commanded that the gates foould be 
fout, and charged that they foould not be opened till 
after the fabbath , until 'fun-fetting the next day : 
and fome of my fervants fet I at the gates, that there 
foould be no burden brought in on the Sabbath-day ; 
the porters being not to be trufted, being liable to 
be bribed and corrupted, which he knew his fer- 
vants were not; and therefore, fince it might be 
neceflary on a few occafions to open the gates ‘to 
let fome perfons in and out, and efpecially fuch 
who dwelt near, and came to worfhip, he plac 
his fervants there to take care, that none were ad- 
mitted that had any burdens upon them, as 
¥. 20. For the merchants and fellers 6 
of ware, &c.] The Tyrians particularl 
lodged without Ferufalem. once or twice; © 
bath-day or two, not being, able to get 
city, fuch ftrict watch and care being 
the gates fhut; this they did, hopi 
would come out to them and buy 
they were not admitted to Stoel lem 


city. , a 
¥. 21. Then I teftified againft them, 
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called heaven and earth to witnefs what he would 


do to them, if they did ‘not depart: why lodge ye. 


about the wail? of the city, waiting an opportu- 
nity to get in, and tempting the Fews to come out 
and buy their ware: if ye do fo again, I will lay 
bands on you’, beat them, or flay them, at ‘leaft 
imprifon theny: from that tiine forth caine they no 
more on the fabbath, finding there was no likeli- 
hood of getting into the city, and that they were 
liable to be taken up and punifhed. 

¥. 22. And I commanded the Levites, that they 
fhould cleanfe themfelves, &c | From all ceremo- 
nial uncleannefs, that they might be fit in a cere- 
monial fenfe to perform the duties of the office on 
the fabbath-day : and that they fhould come and keep 
the gates, to fanéiify the fjabbath-day , not the gates 
of the city, his fervants were placed there, nor 
was this the work of the Levites, and much lefs 
did this require a particular purification to fit for 
it; but the gates of the, temple, that no impure 
perfon might enter there ;°and on that day it re- 
quired the greater diligence, becaufe of the num- 
ber of people that came to worfhip: remember me, 
O my God, concerning this alfo; with refpect to 
his care to have the fabbath kept holy, as well 
as his concern for the honour of the houfe of God, 
and the maintenance of his minifters, ¥. 14. and 
fpare me accarding to the greatnefs of thy mercy ; he 
defired to. be dealt with, not according to any 
merits of his own, but according to the abundant 
mercy of God; that he would kindly and gracioufly 
vouchfafe. to accept any good that he had done 
for his mercy-fake, and forgive whatever was amifs 
inhim. | . 

¥. 23. In thofe days alfo 1 faw ews that married 
wives of Afodod, of Ammon, and of Moab,] Afhdod 
or Azotus, as it is called in és viii. 40. was one 
of the five cities of the Philifiines; which, though 
none of the feven nations with whom marriage was 
forbid, yet it was very unfit and improper to marry 
with them, 7#dg. xiv. 3. This place was a mart 
of the Arabians", where they fold their goods, to 
which theYews might refort, and thereby be enfnared 
into fuch marriages; and which with the Ammonites 
and Moabites were unlawful, y. 1. 

y.24. And their children {pake half in the fpeech 
of Afodod, &c.| Which they learned of their mo- 
thers, fo that it was a mixed language they {poke, 
partly Fewifh and partly Philiftine ; but fome refer 
this not to their fpeech, -but to the number of their 
children ; that half of them, which Farchi inter- 
prets, many of them, fpoke in the language of 
Afbdod, even as many as were moft with their mo- 
thers, and chiefly brought up by them: and could 
not {peak in the Fews language; not at all, or fo 
much as to be underftood well, which inclines to 
the laft fenfe : but according to the language of each 
people; their mothers were of, whether of A/hdod, 
or of Ammon, or of Moab. 

¥.25. And I contended with them, &c.] Argued 
with them, faithfully admonifhed them, and fharply 
reproved them: and curfed them; affuring them 
that the curfe of God would come upon them, 
unlefs they repented. dben Ezra interprets it of 
excommunicating them, either with Cherem or Nid- 
dui, which were two forts of excommunication 
among the Yews ; but it is a queftion, whether as 


yet thofe were ufed by them: and fmote certain of Z p 
them, ordered them to be beaten with rods or| pointed, &c.] Of which fee ch. x. 39. Levites 
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fcourges, as tranfgreflors of the law: and plucked 
of their bair ; or ordered it to be*plucked off by 
the executioner that fmote them; which fort of 
punifhmenct, as it was painful, ic was diferaceful 
and ignominious, fee J |. 6. and made them fwear 
by God, faying, ye fall not give your daugh- 
ters unto their fons, nor take their daughters unto 
your fons, or for yourfelves not intermarry with 
them ; this they had {worn to before, ch. x. 29, 
30. 
¥. 26. Did not Sclomon king of Ifrael fin by thefe 
things ? &c.| By marrying ftrange wives, by whom 
he was drawn into idolatry, 1 Kings xi. 3, 4. yet . 
among many nations was there no king like him; as 
not for grandeur and riches, fo not for wifdom, 
and yet was enfnared by. his idolatrous wives : who 
was beloved of God; alluding to his name Fedidiah, 
which fignifies beloved of the Lord, 2 Sam. xii. 
24, 25. and God made bim king over all Ifrael;, , 
which was a proof of his love to him, and fo he- 
was under the greater obligation to ferve him, and 
him only, and yet his heart, through his wives, 
was turned after other gods : even bim did outlandi/h 
women caufe to fin; and if fo great and wife a 
man was inticed by them to idolatry, much more 
may you, and therefore it was very dangerous to 
marry with them. : 

¥.27, Shall we then bearken unto. you to do all 
this great evil, &c.] To fuffer it tobe done, and 
connive at it, and not punifh for it: ¢o tran/gre/s 
againfi our God; his law, his mind, and will: i 
marrying firange wives? forbidden by him, Deut. 
Vii. -1, 3. 1 Kings Xi. 1, 2. 

¥.28. And one of the fons of Foiada, the fon of 
Eliafbib the bigh-prieft, &c.] A grandfon of the 
high-prieft'; for the high-prieft here is Elia/bib, 
according to our verfion, and not Jotada his fon, 
according to Dr. Prideaux'; the perfon defigned, 
Fofepbus * makes to be Manaffeh, the brother of. 
Faddua the high-prieft : was /on-in-law to Sanballat 
the Horonite, married a daughter of his, who was 
the avowed enemy of the fewi/h nation; and for 
whom, according to the fame writer, Sanballat ob- 
tained ‘leave of Alexander to build a temple on 
mount Gerizzim; but this is to protract the age of 
Nehemiah and Sanballat to too great a length; be- 
fides, Eliafbib feems to have been now high-prieft, 
and not even his fon foiada, and much lefs Fad- 
dua, a grandfon of Yorada: therefore I chafed bim 
from me; drove him from his court, fuffered him 
not to minifter at the altar; banifhed him from , 
the city, as Zarchi, and even from the land of 
Judea. : 

¥. 29. Remember them, O my God, &c.] The 
priefts, and punifh them: decaufe they have defiled 
the priefthood,; by marrying ftrange wives, and 
rendering themfelves unfit to officiate in it: aad 
the covenant of the priefthood, and of the Levites 
made with Levi, Aaron, and Phinebas, fee Numb. 
xxiv. 11—13. of the corruption of ‘which, com- 
plaint is made, Ma/. ii. 4—8. 

¥. 30. Thus cleanfed 1 them from all ftrangers, &c.|_ 
Both people and priefts from ftrange wives, oblig- 
ing them to put them away, or flee their country : 
and appointing the wards of the priefts and the Le- 
vites, every one in his bufinefs; to do the work of 
their office in their courfes and turns. 

¥. 31. And for the wood-offering, at times ap- 
were 


ap- 
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appointed to receive the wood that was brought} make him ufeful in church and ftate, and p 
-at the times, and by the perfons fixed, and lay itup|him from all his enemies: or rather this 
in its proper place, and carry it to the altar when|fpeét what goes before, that as to the w 
wanted ; and for the firft-fruits , to receive and}ing and the firft-fruits, that God would 
take care of them, and diftribute them to the per-|remember him as to them, fince the 
fons to whom they belonged : remember me, O my|neceflary to the altar, as the other was to. 
God, for good; to blefs him with all good things,|that minifter at it. ae 
temporal and fpiritual, to keep him faithful, to a tes es 
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The Book of 


=. perfon, who is the principal fub- 
: ject of its itis by Clemens ot Alex- 
yet n andria* called the book of Mor- 
BAYig decai allo ; it is commonly called 
yin the Hebrew copies, Megillat 

I ' Eftber, the volume of Ether; and 
fometimes in the Fewi/h writings only Megillah, by 
way of eminency, the volume. It was written, ac- 
cording to the Yelmudifts’, by the men of the 
great’ fynagogue compoled by Ezra; and‘ fome 
think it was written by Ezra himfelf*; but Aben 
Ezra is of opinion it was written by Mordecai, fince 
he was concerned-in, and had perfect knowledge 


of all things related in it ; which is rejected by| 


Spinofa*, who conceits that this, “and the books of 
Daniel, Ezra, and Nebemiab, were written by one 
and the fame hiftorian long after the times of Fz- 
das Maccabeus: as to the canonical authority of 
it, it has been generally received by ews and chri- 
ftians ; our wife men, fays Maimonides °, openly 
and plainly affirm of the book of Ejfher, that it 
was dictated by the Holy Spirit ; fo Aben Ezra on 
_ eh, vi. 6. and he himfelf‘ affirms, that “all the 
books of,the prophets, and all the Hagiographa 
(or holy writings) fhall ceafe in the days of the 
Meffiah, except the volume of Ether ; and lo, that 
fhall be as ftable as the pentateuch, and as the con- 
ftitutions of the oral law, which fhall never ceafe.” 
Though the verfions of other books of fcripture 
might not be read in the fynagogues, verfions of 
this book might to thofe who did not underftand 
Hebrew*; and: fo Luther * fays, the ews more 
efteem the book of E/ther than any of the pro- 
phets. Whence Mr, Baxter‘ had that notion, | 


) 


ESTHER. 


Mies ELIS book has its name from the! can’t devife, that the Fezbs ufed to caft to the ground 


the book of E/ther before they read it, becaufe the 
name of God was not in it: nor is that any ob- 
jection to its authenticity, fince the hand and pro- 
vidence of God may be moft clearly feen init ; in 
raifing Effber to fuch grandeur, and that for the 
deliverance of the people of the Fews, and in 
counter-working and bringing to nought the plots 
of their enemies, and in faving them: nor that it 
is. not quoted in the New Teftament ; it is fufi- 
cient there is no difagreement between them, yea 
an entire agreement, particularly in the account of 
the captivity of Fecoxiah, which is expreffed al- 
moft in the fame words in ch. ii. 6. as in Moz?t. 1, 
11,12. It ftands ‘in Origen’s catalogue * of the 
books of the Old Teftament; nor is it any mate- 


rial objection that it appears not in the catalogue, 


of Melito', fince in that lift is comprehended un- 
der Ezra not Nehemiah only, but Ether alfo, 
which Ferom™ mentions along with it. This book 
is not only of ufe to the Fews, as it fhews the ori- 
ginal and foundation of a feaft of theirs, ftill kept 
up by them, the feaft of Purim, and makes for 
the glory of their nation, and therefore it is no 
wonder it fhould be fo highly efteemed by them; 
but ferves to thew the fingular providence of God 
in taking care of his people in adverfity, in hum- 
bling the proud, and exalting the lowly, and fav- 
ing thofe that pray to him, and truft in him; it 
furnifhes out various inftructions in the conduct of 
the feveral perfons herein mentioned ; it is a hi- 
{tory but of ten or eleven years at moft, from the 
third of Abafuerus, to the twelfth of his reign, 
ch. i, 3. and iii. 7. 


"hate OsH. A -P.an8 


Tt HIS. chapter relates, how that Abafuerus, a|people, as his queen did for the women, y¥. t—g. 
- great king of Perfia made a featt, firft for}who being fence for by him, and fhe refufing to 


the grandees of his kingdom, and then for his}come, was, by the advice of one of his counfel- 


; 


* Stromat, 1. 1. p.329. 
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- Jors divorced from*him, and an order made and| y. 3. Jn the third year of his reign, be made @ 
publifhed throughout his dominions, that every feaft unto all bis princes, and bis fervants, &c.| The : 
man fhould bear rule in his own houfe, ¥. 10—22. |nobles and officers in his court; on what account 
this was, cannot be faid with certainty, whether 
the firft day of it was his birth-day, or the day 
his coming to the throne, on which day Xerxes 
ufed to make a feaft annually, as Herodotus relates‘ 
the power of Perfia and Media, the mighty m 
therein, the potentates thereof ; or the army, the - 
principal officers of it: the nobles and princes of 
the provinces being with him. The firlt word Aben © 
Ezra declares his ignorance of, whether it is He- 
brew or Perfic, Farchi interprets it governors ; and 
the perfons intended by both feem. to: be the, de> 
puty-governors of the 127 provinces who were 
prefent at this feaft. Xerxes having redue¢ed 
Egypt, meditated a war with Greece, to which he 
was preffed by Mardonius, a relation of his; upon 
which he fummoned the chief men of his king- 
dom, to have their advice about it *, which per- 
haps was taken at this time ; for it'was in the third 
year of his reign he refolved upon the war, and 
began to make*preparations for it; and it was ufual 
at banquets and feafts, that the Pexfians debated 
their moft important affairs *, c=, 8 

y. 4. When he fhewed the riches of bis glorious 
kingdom, &c.] Xerxes was the fourth king of the Per- 
fan monarchy, and was far richer than all that went - 


y. 1. Now it cameto pafs in the days of Abafue- 
rus, &c.] Who he was is not eafy to fay; almoft 
all the kings of Perfia are fo named by one or 
another writer. He cannot be the Abafuerus in 
Dan. ix. 1. he was Aftyages, the father of Cyaxares 
or Darius the Mede ; but this muft be one who 
had his royal palace in Shufhan, which was never 
the royal city of the Medes, but of the Perfians 
only ; nor does he feem to be the Aba/uerus in Ezra 
iv. 6. who is thought to be Camby/es, the fon and 
fucceffor of Cyrus; fince, according to the canon 
of Ptolemy, he reigned but eight years, whereas 
his Abafuerus at leaft reigned twelve, ch. iil. 7. 
though indeed fome account for it by his reigning 
in his fathér’s-Jife-time; befides, Camby/es was al- 
ways an enemy to the Yews, as this was not; and 
yet this way go many of the Yewi/h writers”; and 
fo a very learned man, Nicolaus Abram®, according 
to bifhop Ufler’, this was Darius Hyftafpis, who 
certainly was a friend to the Fewi/b nation; but he 
is rather the Artaxerxes of Ezra and Nehemiab ; 
and fo fays the Midrafh*. -Dr. Prideaux* thinks, 
Zhafuerus was Artaxerxes Longimanus, which is the 
fenfe of Jofephus*, and who is thought by many 


to be the “rtaxerxes.in the forefaid books. Capel 
lus* is of opinion, that Darius Ochus is meant, to 
which bifhop Patrick inclines ; but I rather think 
with Vitringa“, and others”, that Xerwes is. the 
Abafuerus that was the hufband of E/fher here 
fpoken of ; fo the Arabic writers *; and as he was 
the fon and fucceflor of Darius Hy/ta/pis, if he is 
meant by Artaxerxes in the preceding books, the 
hiftory of which is carried to the 32d year of his 
reign, Neb. xiii..6. and who reigned but four 
years more; this book of Ether ftands ‘in -right 
order of time to carry on the hiftory of the Fewih 
affairs in the Perfian monarchy ; and Mr. Brough- 
ton * owns, that the name of Xerxes in Greek, 
agrees with Acha/uerus in Hebrew; and in ch. x. 1. 
his name is Achafhrefh, which, with the Greeks, is 
Axeres or Xerxes”: this is Abafuerus, which reigned 
from India even unto Ethiopia, properly fo called; 
the Ethiopians had been fubdued by Camby/es the 
fon and fucceffor of Cyrus*, and the Indians by 
Darius Hyfta/pis the fon of Xerxes”; and both, with 
other great nations, were retained in fubjection to 
him ©; and many of both, as well as of other na- 
tions, were with him in his.expedition into Greece*: 
over 127 provinces; there were now feven provinces 
more under his jurifdi¢tion, than were in the times 
of Darius the Mede, Dan. vi. t. 

¥.2. That in thofe days, when the king Abafuerus 
fat on the throne of bis kingdom, &c.\ Not only 
was placed upon it, but fettled in ic; after Xerxes 
had fubdued Zgypt, in the fecond year of his reign®, 
and enjoyed great peace and tranquility : which 
was in Shufhan the palace; that is, the throne of 
his kingdom was in Shufban, the royal city of the 
kings of Perfia ; of which fee the notes on Ned, i. 
1erand Dan. viii. 2. 


: 


before him, all their riches coming into his hands, . 


Den. xi. 2. and now that prophecy began to be 


fulfilled, that dy bis firength, through bis riches, be. 


ould fiir up all againft the realm of Grecia; which 
he began to do in the third year of his reign, and, 
for which thefe his nobles might be called toge-. 
ther, as to have their advice, fo to animate them 
to come in the more readily into the expedition, by 
fhowing them the riches he was poffefled of; for 
to none of the kings of Perfia does this largenefs. 
of riches better belong than to Xerwes: and the 
honour of bis excellent majefty; the grandeur he 
lived in, the pomp and fplendor of his court; he 
was the moft grand and magnificent of all the 
kings of the Medes and Perfians': and this be did 
mary days, even 180 days; to which feven more 
being added, as in the following verfe, it made 
187, the fpace of full fix months; though fome 
think the feaft did not laft fo long, only feyen days, 
and that the 180 days were {pent in preparing for 
it; but the Perfan feafts were very long, large, 
and fumptuous. Dr, Frye * fays, this cuftom of 
keeping an annual feaft 180 days: {till continues in 
Perfia. Cheus' a Chinefe emperor, ufed frequently 
to make a feaft which lafted 120 days; tho’ it can’t 
be well thought that the fame individual perfons 
here were feafted fo long, but when one company 
was fufficiently treated, they removed and made 
way for another; and fo it continued fucceffively 
fuch a number of days, as here related, which 
was fix months, or half a year; a year then in 
ufe confifting of 360 days, as was common with 

the Hews, and other nations, and fo the Perfians™. 
¥. 5. And when thefe days were ended, &c.| The 
180, in which the nobles, princes, and great men 
of the kingdom were feafted : the king made a feaft 
"unto 
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ei 
Ch. 1. ¥.6—8. 
unto all the people, that were prefent in Shufan the 
palace, both unto great and fmall, of every age, 
rank, ftate and condition of life; thefe were the 
common people, whether inhabitants of the city 
or country-people there on bufinefs, whether na. 
tives or foreigners ; according to the Targum, there 
were J/raclites there, but not Mordecai and his fa- 
mily ; yea, it is faid in the Médra/h*, that they 
were all Yews, and that their number was. 18,5003 
but this is not probable; it is very likely there 
were fome Fews among them), as there were many 
in the army of Xerxes, when he made his expedi- 


tion into Greece, according to the poet Choerilus °; 
which is not to be wondered at, fince there were fo 


many of them in his dominions, and they men of| 13. perhaps the fame with the room 


valour and fidelity, and to whofe nation he was fo 
kind and favourable: and this feaft was kept /even 
days in the court of the garden of the king’s palace; 
which no doubt was very large, and fufficient to 
hold fuch a number as was affembled together on 
this occafion, when there was not room enough 
for them in the palace. There is in hiftory an ac- 
count of a Perfian king that fupped with 15,000 
men, and in the fupper fpent 40 talents ?. 

y. 6. Where were white, green. and blue hang- 
tugs, Scc.] Or curtains of fine linen, as the Zar- 
gum, which were of thefe feveral colours ; the firft 
Jetter of the word for white is larger than ufual, 
to denote the excéeding whitenefs of them. The 
next word is carpas, which Ben Melech obferves is 
a dyed colour, faid to be green. Pau/anias * makes 
mention of Carpafian linen, and which may be here 
meant; the laft word ufed fignifies blue, fky co- 
loured or hyacinth: fafened with cords of fine linen 
and purple, to filver rings, and pillars of marble , 
thefe pillars are faid, in the Zargum, to be of di- 
vers colours, red, green, and fhining yellow and 
white, on which the filver rings were fixed, and 
into them were put linen ftrings of purple colour, 
which faftened the hangings to them, and fo 
made an inclofure,within which the guefts fat at the’ 
feaft : the beds were of gold and filver 5 the couches 
on which they fat, or rather reclined at eating, as 
was the manner of the eaftern nations; thefe, ac- 
cording to the Targum, were of lambs wool, the 
fineft and the fofteft, and the pofts of them were 
* of gold, and their feet of filver. Such luxury ob- 
tained among the Romans in after-times‘: thefe 
were placed in a pavement of red and blue, and 
white and black marble ;:which according to fome 
are the porphyrite, parian, alabafter and marble of 
various colours ; the marble of the Perfians is of 
four colours, white, black, red and black, and 
white and black *; but others take them to be pre- 
cious ftones, asZarchi and Aben Ezra ; the firftis by 
the Targum interpreted cryftal, by others the eme- 
rald, one of which Teophraftus‘ {peaks of, as four 
cubits long, and three broad, which might be laid 
in a pavement ; the third is, by Bochart *, fuppofed 
to be the pearl ; and in the Talmud”, it it {aid to 
be of fuch a nature, that if placed in the middle 
of a dining-room, will give light in it as at noon- 
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of the eaftern nations. Philofiratus ’ {peaks of a 
temple in Judia paved with pearls, and which he 
fays all the Barbarians ufe in their temples 5 parti- 
cularly it is faid*, that the roofs of the palaces of 
Shufoban and Ecbatana, the palaces of the kings of 
Perfia, fhone with gold and filver, ivory and am- 
ber; no wonder then that their pavements were of 
very valuable and precious {tones : and from hence 
it appears, that the Léthroftrata, the word here 
ufed by the Septuagint, or tefferated pavements, 
were in ufe 400 years before the times of Sy//a; 
where the beginning of them is placed by Pliny *; 
there was a Lithoftraten in the fecond temple at 
Ferufalem, by us rendered the pavement; John xix. 
Gazith, fo 
called from its being laid with hewn ftone. Avif- 
teas*, who lived in the times of Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus, teftifies, that the whole floor of the temple 
was a Lithofiraton, or was paved with ftone : it is 
molt likely therefore that thefe had their original 
in the eaftern country, and not ih Greece, as Pliny * 
fuppofed. 

¥. 7. They gave them drink in veffels of gold, the 
veffels being divers one from another, &c.] Inthe 
pattern and workmanfhip of them, though of the 
fame metal, which diverfity made the feftival the 
more grand; earthen cups, with the Perfans, 
were reckoned very mean; when a king would 
difgrace a man, he obliged him to ufe earthen cups *. 
The Zargum reprefents thefe veffels to be the golden 
veflels of the temple at Ferufalem, Nebuchadnezzar 
carried away ; which could not be, fince they had 
been delivered by Cyrus to Zerubbabel, Ezra i. 
47—10. and royal wine in abundance, according to 
the fiate of the king ; fuch as the king was able to 
give, the beft he had, and that in great plenty ; 
the wine the kings of Perfia ufed to drink, as 
Strabo® relates, was Chalybonian wine, or wine of 
Helbon, as it is called, Ezek. xxvii. 18. fee the hote 
there; but by the wine of the kingdom, as it may 
be rendered, is meant wine of the country; the 
wine of Schiras is reckoned the beft in Perfia ‘. 

¥. 8. And the drinking was according to the law, 
none did compel, &c.| According to the law 4ba- 
fuerus gave to: his officers next mentioned, which 
was not to oblige any man to drink more than 
he chofe ; the Zargum is, ‘‘ according to the cuf- 
tom of his body ;” that is, asa man is able to 
bear it, fo they drank: fome * read it, the drink- 
ing according to the law, let none exaé? or require 
it to be, according to the cuftom then in ule in 
Perfia ; for they were degenerated from their for- 
mer manners, and indulged to intemperance, as Xe- 
nophon® fuggetts : the law formerly was not to carry 
large veffels into feafts ; but now, fays he, they 
drink fo much, that they themfelves muft be car- 
ried out, becaufe they can’t go upright: and fo 
it became a law with the Greeks; at their feftivals, 
that either a man muft drink or go out"; fo the 
mafter of a feaft, at which Empedocles was, ordered 
either that he fhould drink, or the wine be poured 
on his head‘; but fuch force or compulfion d4ha- 


day, which feems to be what is called Lychwites ; | fuerus forbad ; and thus with the Chinefe now, they 


to which Lucian * afcribes a like property : nor need 


all this feem ftrange, fince great was thé loxury | for fo the king bad appointed to all the officers 
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force none to drink, but modeftly invite them *:, 
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* 
of fight, at home‘; and therefore Va/bti might. 
think P an indignity to be treated as an harlot or 

‘concubine : therefore was the king very wrth, and 
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bis boufe, that they foould do according to every 
man’s pleafure, to let them have what wine they 
would, but not force them to drink. more than 


was agreeable to them. 

¥. 9. Aljo Vafbti the queen made a feaft for the 
evomeit, &c.) For it was. not cuftomary with the 
Perfians, nor, other eaftern nations, to admit of 
women to their feftivals ", but they feafted by them- 
felves. Who Vaj/hti was, is not known with any 
certainty. Bifhop Ujber, who takes Abafuerus to 
be Darius Hyftafpis, thinks Vajbti was Atofja, the 
daughter of Cyrus, whom he. married. The Tar- 
gumifi fays, fhe was the daughter of Evil-merodach, 
the fon of Nebuchadnezzar. Her name feems 
to be the fame with Vefa, a deity worfhipped by 
the Perfians, as Xenophon", and fignifies vehement 
fire, which was in great veneration with them, and 
therefore this queen is moft likely to be of Perfian 
original: fhe kept her fealt sa the royal houfe which 
belonged to Abafuerus; her guefts not being fo 
many, there was room enough in the king’s palace 
for them, and where it was more decent for them to 
be, than.in the open air in' the garden, and expofed 
to the fight of men. 


v.10. On the feventh day, &c.| Of the feaft, 


the latt day of it, which the Raddins, as Farchi ob- 


ferves, fay was the fabbath-day, and fo the Zargum > 


when the heart of the king was merry with wine ; 
when he was intoxicated with it, and knew not 
well what he faid or did; and the difcourfe at table 
ran upon the beauty of women, as the latter Tar- 
gum when the king afferted there were no women 
{o beautiful as thofe of Babylon, and as a proof of 
it, ordered his queen to be brought in: be com- 
~manded Mebuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and 
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the feven chamber- 
lains, that ferved in the prefence of Abafuerus the 
king ; or eunuchs, as the word is fometimes ren- 
dered ; and fuch perfons were made ufe of in the 
eaftern countries to wait upon women, and fo were 
proper to be fent on the king’s errand to the 
queen. ' 

y. 11. To bring Vafhti the cueen before the king, 
&c.J] Not againft her will, or by force; but they 
were fent to let her know it was the king’s plea- 
fure, that fhe fhould come to him immediately : 
with the crown royal; that is, upon her head, to 
make her look the more grand and majeftic: to 
foew the people and the princes her beauty ; for fhe 
was fair to look upon; which was not wifely done, 
neither was it comely nor fafe. 

y.12. But the queen refufed to come at the king’s 
commandment by his chamberlains, &c.| Even tho’ 
he fent by them again, asthe Zargum; and fo fays 
Fofephus °; which might not purely arife from pride 
in her, and contempt of him, but becaufe fhe 
might conclude he was drunk, and knew not well 
what he did; and therefore had fhe come at his 
command, when he was himfelf and fober, he might 
blame her for coming, nay ufe her ill for it, and ef- 
pecially if fhe was to come naked, as fay theFews?; 
and befides it was contrary to the law of the Per- 
fians, as not only Fofepbus4, but Plutarch.' ob- 
ferves, which fuffered not women to be feen in pub- 
lic; and particularly did not allow their wives to 
be with them at feafts, only their concubines and 
harlots, with whom they could behave with more 

‘indecency ; as for their wives, they were kept out 
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bis anger burned in him; which was the more fierce,» 
as he was infamed With wine. ee 
¥.13. Then the king foid to the wife men that 
knew the times, &c.| Aftrologers, as Aben Ezra,’ 
that knew the fit time for domg any thing; or that 
had knowledge of ancient times, hiftorians, well 
read in hiftory, and knew things that had happen= 
ed fimilar to this :, for fo was the king?s manner to=" 
wards all that knew law and judgment; it was cul- 
tomary with him in any cafe of difficulty to have 
the opinion and advice of thofe that were expert in 
the law, and well underftood right and wrong. 
Thefe are called by Herodotus ', the king’s judges. - 


¥. 14. And the next unto him, &c.\ That fat 
next to the king, and was the chief in dignity and. 


authority under him, was Carfbena ; and fo every’ 
one in their rank and order, as next méntioned’: 
Shethar, Admatha, Tarfifo, Meres, Marfena, and 
Memucan ; who, according to the latter Targum, 
were of different countries ; the 1ft of Africa, the: 
2d of India, the third-of Jdumea, the 4th of Egypt, 
the 5th of Refen, Gen. x. 12. which is framed out 
of Marfena, who is dropped, and the laft of Feru- 
Jalem, faid to be Daniel; though the former Tar-. 
gum makes him to be Haman: the feven princes of 
Perfia and Media; which cuftom of having feven 
counfellors with the kings of Perfia, arofe from the 
feven princes that flew Smerdis the pretender, and 
made Darius Hy/iafpis king, the father of Xerxes : 
which faw the king’s face; were intimate and fami- 
liar with him, often in his prefence ; yea, might 
go into it when they pleafed, without the ceremony 
of being introduced ; which, privilege the above 
perfons referved to themfelves, when they placed: 
Darius on the throne, as Herodotus relates": and 
which fat the firft in the kingdom ; next to the king, 
and were affifting to him in the adminiftration of 
government, fee Ezra vii. 14. 
¥.15. What fhall we do unto the queen Vafoti, 
according to law, &c.]. The king defired to know 


what law was provided in fuch a cafe as her’s, and - 


what to be done according to it: becaufe fhe bath 
not performed the commandment of the king by the 
chamberlains ? as this was the crime, difobedience 
to his commands, he would have thofe who had 
knowledge of the law, confider what punifhment 
was to be inflicted on her for it, according to for-' 
mer laws, ufages and cuftoms, or as reafon and 
juftice required; and it being a feftival, and they 
heated with wine, was no objection to a confulta- 
tion on this head; for it was the manner of the 
Perfians at feftivals, and when inflamed with wine, 
to confult and determine’ about matters of the 
greateft moment”; yea, reckoned their counfels 
and decrees firmer than when made when they were 
fober*; fo the ancient Germans’. - a 
¥.10. And Memucan anfwered before the king ani 
the princes, &c.] Who was the Jaft, ind prs 
the leaft and the youngeft of the counfellors; it 
being appointed by the king, according to the lat- 
ter Zargum, that when his counfellors fat, the leaf 


fhould give their counfel firft; juft as puifne 


judges, and the youngeft peers with us, give their 
opinion in a cafe firtt: Vafbti the queen be 
done wrong to the king only, but alfo to all the 


wand 
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and to all the people that are in all the Tdbinces of\for it 
the king Aba/uerus ; he means, by fetting a bad ex-| vinces, “y. Aben Ezra and Abendana interpret 
ample to their wives, as after explained ; it is an Jt, thoug iis great, yet the decree fhould be pub- 
exaggeration of her crime, andymade with a defigh]lifhed throughout ; the latter obferves, that this 
to incenfe the king the more againft her. may refpect the king’s decree ; and fo the Targum 

y. 17. For this deed of the queen foall come abroad|is, ** for his decree is great ;” it refpeting a mat- 
unto all women, &c.| It will foon be fpread all}ter of great importance, and relating to a great 
over the king’s dominions, and reach the ears of|perfonage, and would have great effect on the 
the wives of all his fubjects, and become their ge-| minds of perfons, when it was obferved, that one 
neral talk every where: fo that they fhall defpife\fo great was treated in this. manner: and there-~ 
their hulbands in their eyes; make light of their| fore al/ he wives fhall give to their hufvands honour, 
authority, refufe fubjection to them, flight their} Jet to great and {mall ; {peaking refpectfully to 
commands, and neglect to yield obedience to them, } them, yielding a ready and chearful obedience to 
and fo not give them the honour that is due unto all their commands ; which would be done to princes 
them: when it fhall be reported, the king Abafuerus\and peafants, to high and low, to every rank of 
commanded Vajfbti the queen to be brought in before| men. 

_ him, and fhe came not ; was difobedient to hiscom-| y. 21. dud the faying pleafed the king and the 
mands, refufed to go along with the chamberlains| princes, &c.] The king, and the other fix princes 
fent by the king to fetch her. and counfellors approved of the'propofal, and una- 

y. 18. Likewile /hall the ladies of Perfia and Me-| nimoufly agreed to it: and the king did according to 
dia fay this day unto the king’s princes, which have\the word of Memucan; pafied a law according to 
heard of the deed of the queen, &c.) From hence-| his advice, and figned and fealed it, and regiftered 
forward they’ll give a like anfwer to their huf-|it among the laws of the kingdom, not to be re- 
bands, when they lay their commands upon them, | voked. 
as Vajhti has to the king ; they'll tellthemtotheir} y.22. For be fent letters unto all the king’s pro- 
faces they’ll not’ obey their orders : thus fhall there| vzmces, &c.] The 127 provinces, ¥. 4. which, 
arife too much contempt and wrath, there will be in| according to the Yargum, were written and fealed 

wives a general contempt of their hufbands, which 


with his own feal; which is very probable: into 
will caufe difcord and ftrife, quarrels, wrath and| every province according to the writing thereof, and 
anger ; Contempt on one part, wrath on the other, 


to every people after their language; that is, thefe 
and contention between both. 


letters were written in the language, and in the cha- 
y. 19. If it it please the king, let there go a royal 


racters in which that language was written, ufed 
commandment from him, 8&c.} Not only a procla-| in each of the provinces to which thefe. letters were 
mation made, but a law ena¢ted and publifhed|fent, that they might be eafily read and underftood 
by royal authority : ayd let it be written among the 


by all: the fum of which was, that every man 
laws of the Perfians and Medes, that it be not al-\foould bear rule in bis own houfe; be prince, lord, 
tered, for fo it:was, that when a law was made,|and matter there, and his commands obeyed, not 
and figned, and:fealed, and regiftered among thejonly by his children and fervants, but by his wife 
laws of the kingdom, it remained unalterable, Dan.| alfo: and that it-fhould be publifhed according to the 
vi. 8, 1g. this precaution Memucan took tor his|/anguage of every people; but as this is expreffed, 
own fafety ; for had the king acted upon his ad-| or at leaft implied in the firft claufe of this verfe, 
vice, without paffing it into a law in fuch form,|it fhould rather be rendered, and that be fhould 
he might change his mind, and recal Vafbti, who] /peak according to the language of bis people; and fo 
would not fail;of venting her wrath upon they is the latter Targum; it feems as if a man, who 
counfellor, and fo he be in danger of lofing his life} had married a woman in another country, in com- 
for it: that Vafbti come no before king Abafuerus ;| plaifance to her had neglected his own native tongue, 
but be entirely divorced, never.to be received any] and ufed hers in the family, by which means he’ 
more: and let the king give ber royal eftate unto an- 


loft, or feemed to lofe his authority in it: now to 
other that is better than fhe; or to her companion” ;| guard againft this, this part of the law was made; 
that was with her in the houfe of the women in 


and, according to Farchi, the hufband was to com- 
the feraglio; one that was fairer, as the Targum, 


pel his wife to learn and fpeak his language, if 
or of a better difpofition than her; let her be made| fhe was a foreigner; to which agrees the firlt Tar- 
queen, and enjoy all the honour, and dignity, and| gum, which paraphrafes the whole thus, “that a 
marks of royalty Va/bti did ; her throne, her crown, 


man rule over his wife, and oblige her to fpeak ac- 
and royal apparel, as it is interpreted in an ancient| cording to the language of her huiband, and the 
Fewifh writing*. ~. 


; fpeech of his people ;” and in after-times, Babram 
¥. 20. And when theking’s decree which he foail| Gaur forbid any other language, befides the Per- 

make, fhall be publifhed throughout all his empire,\fian, to be ufed within his port, either in {peaking 

&c.| As it was propes it fhay|dy*fince the report] or writing °. 

ef the queen’s deed would* be made every where : 


great ; the empire confilting of 127 pro- 


OA BEL 


B* the advice of the minifters of king Aba/ue-|a Fewi/h virgin, ¥. 1—8. who found favour with 
rus, fair virgins were fought for throughout|the chamberlain, and afterwards with the king, 
his dominions, and brought to his chamberlain,|who made her queen inftead of Va/bti, and a feat 


the keeper of the women, among whom was Ether, |on that account, ¥. g—18. Mordecai, to ts 
, x er 


= amy) fodali ejus, Montanus ; focie ejus, Tigurine verfion, Drufius, Rambachius. @ Tikkune Zohar, 
correct. at. fol. 59.2. » Vid. Caltel, Lexic, Perfic. col. 266. 
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Pftber was related, and according to whofe 
fhe aéted, fitting in the king’s gate, di 
confpiracy, againft the king, which he 
known to Ejiber, ¥. 19—23. 


Yor. After thefe things, when the wrath of king 
Abafuerus was appeafed, cc. ] Which went off 
with his wine, and fo was quickly after, a few 
days at moft , unlefs this can be underftood as af- 
ter the expedition of Xermes into Greece, from 
whenice he returned to Shu/ban, in the 7th year of 
his reign ; and if he is the Aba/uerus here meant, 
he married Efher that year, ¥. 16. and it feems 
certain, that after his expedition he’ gave himfelf 
up to his amours, .and in his way at Sardis he fell 
in love with his brother’s wife, and then with. his 
daughter” : ‘be remembered Vajbti 3 her beauty, and 
was grieved, as Yarchi obferves, that fhe was re- 
moved from him ;' and fo Jofepbus fays‘, that he 
paffionately loved her, and could not bear parting 
with her, and therefore was grieved that he had 
brought himfelf into fuch difficulties: the Targu- 
mifts carry it farther, and fay, that he was wroth 
with thofe that advifed him to it, and ordered them 
to be put to death, and that they were: and what 
fee bad done , that it was a trivial thing, and not 
deferving of fuch a fentence as he had paffed upon 
lier ; that it was not done from contempt of him, 
but from modefty, and a ftrié&t regard to the laws 
of the Perfians: and what was decreed againft ber , 
that fhe fhould come no more before him, but be 
divorced from him; the thought of which gave 
him great great pain and uneafinefs. 

¥. 2. Then faid the king’s fervants that minifiered 
unto bim, &c.|] Fearing that if Vafbti fhould be 
reftored, vengeance would be taken on them ; or 
however to remove the grief and melancholy of 
the king, they gave the following advice : let there 
be fair young virgins fought for the king , that he 
might enjoy them, and choofe one of them, the 
moft agreeable to him, and put her in the room 
of Vafhti, 

¥. 3. And let the king appoint officers in all the 
provinces of bis kingdom, &c.] Who beft knew 
where beautiful virgins might be found in their re- 
fpective provinces, in which they dwelt: that tbey 
may gather together all the fair young virgins unto 
Shufban the palace; the metropolis of the king- 
dom, where was the royal palace: to the houfe of 
the women, unto the cuftody of Hege the king’s cham- 
berlain, the keeper of the women, in which houfe 
it feems were two apartments, one for the virgins 
before they were introduced to the king, the other 
for them when they were become his concubines, 
which had a keeper alfo; but this Hege feems to 
have been over the whole houfe, ¥..14. it was 
not only ufual with the eaftern people, as with’ the 
Turks now, for great perfonages to have keepers 
of their wives and concubines, but with the Ro- 
mans alfo*: and let their things for purification be 
given them ; fuch as oif of myrrh, fpices, &e, to 
remove all impurity and ill {cent from them, and 
make them look {mooth and beautiful. 

y. 4. And let the maiden which pleafeth the ‘king 
be queen inftead of Vafotl, 8c.) Tiave the royal 
eftare that was taken from Vafbti, given to her, 
the crown royal fet on her head, &c. and the thing 
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in all his provinces to feek out the moft- : 
ful virgins, and bring them: to his palace ; fo with 
the Chinefe now, thg king never marries with any 
of his kindred, though ever fo remote ; but there 
is fought throughout his kingdom a damfel of. 
12 or 14 years, of perfect beauty; good natural 
parts, and well inclined to. virtue ; whence, for the 
moft part, the queen is the daughter of fome ar- 
tifan; and in their hiftory °, mention-is made of 
one that was the daughter of a mafoni., 

¥. 5. Now in Shufhan. the palace was a certain 
Few, &c.] Not one of the tribe of Fudab, for he 


was afterwards called a Benjaminite ; but was focal- - 


led, becaufe he was of the kingdom of Fudab,which 
confifted of both tribes. archi fays, all that were 
carried captive with the kings of Fudah were called 
Jews among the nations, though of another tribe : 
whofe name was Mordecai, the fon of Fair, the fon 
of Shimei, the fon of Kifb, a Benjamite ;\ who was 
among thofe that came with Zerubbabel from Ba- 
bylon to Ferufalem, and returned to. Perfia again, 
Ezra iii. 2. 
was another Mordecai; fee the note on Ezra ii. 2. 
who defcended not from Ki/b, the father of Sau/, 
but a later and more obfcure perion, 

¥. 6. Who bad been carried awey from Ferufalem, 
&c.].. Which, according to fome ‘, is to, be con- 
nected, not with Mordecai, but with Ki, his great 


grandfather 5 and indeed: otherwife Mordecai muft — 


be now a very old man, and Efser his coufin- 
german, they being brothers children, muft be at 
an age, one would think, not to be reckoned among, 
young virgins, and not be fo amiable as the is re- 
prefented and indeed,’ according to the former 
Targum, the was 75. years of age, which is not 
credible 5 and yet this, and. more. fhe muft be, to, 
be equal to. Mordecai, if he was carried captive, as. 
follows: with the captivity which had been carried 
away with Fecouiah-king of Fudab, whom Nebu- 
chadnexzar the king of Babylon bad carried away 
which was eleven years before the deftruction of 
Ferufalem, for fo long Zedekiah reigned after that 
captivity of Fecontab: hence Sir Fobn Marfhem*® 
makes this affair of E/fber to be within the time 
of the Babylonifh captivity, and places Abafuerus 


her hufband between Darius the Mede and Cyrus, — 


contrary to hiftory and feripture, fee Dan. vi. 28. - 
¥. 7. And he brought up Hadaffah (that is Efther) 
his uncle’s daughter, 8cc.| Her Hebrew name was 
Hadaffah, which fignifies a myrtle, to. which the 
Tfraelites, and good men among them, are fome- 
times compared, Zech. 1.8. Her Perfian name, 
was Ljther, which fome derive ftom Sater, to hide, 


becaufe hidden in the houfe of Mordecai, fo the 


former Targum, and by his advice concealed her 
kindred: or rather fhe was fo called by Abafuerus, 
when married to him, this word fignifying in the 
Perfian language ajftar*, and fo the latter Targun 


fays, the was called by the name of the ftar of We- 


nus, which in Greek is acne; though it is faid 
that the myrtle, which is called Hadaffab in He- 


brew, is in the Syriac language Effa; fo Afa in the 


Talmud * fignifies a. myrtle ; and, according to Hille-- 


rus‘, Efther fignifies the black myrtle, which is n- 
edthe moft excellent ; and {0 Amefiris, acgorc ; 
him, fignifies the fole myrtle, the incomparable 6ne. 
| ; : 44 ae EM Xernes 
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it not being afked, fhe was under 


Ch. il. ¥. 815. 7 


Xerxes had a wife, whofe name was Amofiris, which | as Aben Haag or rather; a8 the fame writer thinks, 
ig 


Scgliger thinks is as if it was 4nDK rom, and the 
fame with Efteer 5. but. to this ar objected, that her 
father’s name was Oranes, and he cruelty in the mu- 
tilation of the wife of Ma/iftis, 


it her hufband’s brother, 
and burning alive 14 children, of the beft families of 
the Perfians, as afi 


acrifice to the infernal gods; and 
befides,, Xerxes had a.fon by -her marriageable, in 


the feventh year of this reign, ‘the year of Aba- 


_ fuerus, in which’ he married-Efher : but it is ob- 


ferved by fome, .that thefe things are confounded 
with the deftruction of Haman’s family, or told by 
the Perfians to obliterate, the memory of Ether, 
from whom. they ‘pafled to the Greek hiftorians : 
for foe had neither. father nor mother ; according to 
the former Zargum, her ‘father died and left her 
mother with child, of her, and her mother died as 
foon as fhe was delivered; of her: andthe inaid 
was fair and beautiful ; which was both the reafon 
why fhe was.taken and, brought into the king’s 
houfe, and why Mordecai took fo much care of 
her: whom Mordecai, when her father and mother 
were dead, took for his own daughter ; loved hers 
and brought her up as if fhe had been his daugh- 
ter, and called her fo, as the Targum. The Rad- 
bins, as Jarchi and. Aben Ezra obferve, fay, he 
took her in ‘order to make her his wife; and fo 
the Sep:uagint render it; though perhaps no more 
may be intended by that verfion, than that: he 
brought her up to woman’s eftate. Fo/epbus * calls 
him her uncle; and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion, 
his brother’s daughter ; but both are mittaken. 
 ¥.8. So it came to pafs,. when the king’s com 
mandment and decree was beard, &c.} In the feve- 
ral provinces of his kingdom: and when many 
maidens were gathered unto Shufoan the palace, to the 
cufiody of Hegai; Fofepbus ° fays, there were ga- 
thered to the number of 400: shat Ether was 
brought alfo unto the king’s houfe, to the cufiody of 
Hegai, the keeper of the women ; by force, as Aben 
Ezra and the former Targum, and fo the word is 
fometimes ufed. 

¥. 9. And the maiden pleafed bim, &c.] Not the 
king, into whofe prefence. fhe was not yet introdu- 
ced, but the chamberlain; her beauty and her beha- 
viour recommended her to him, and he concluded 
within himfelf that fhe was the perfon that of all 
would be acceptable to the king: and foe obtained 
kindne/s of him, had favours fhown others had not : 
and be fpeedily gave ber her things for purification ; 
as oil, ipices, ec. that the might be the fooner 
fitted to be had into the king’s prefence : «with fuch 
things as belonged to ber ; food and drink from the 
king’s table; the 7 ergum interprets it gifts, as 
chains and royal apparel : and feven maidens which 
were given ber, out of the king’s houfe; to wait 
upon her the feven days of the week, as the farne 
Zargum: and be preferred ber and ber maids unto 
the beft place of the houfe of the women removed 
her and them to it, which was the moft f{plendid, 
had large, airy, and pleafant rooms. . 

¥.10. Efther bad not fhewed ber people nor. her 
kindred, sec. | What nation or family the was of ; 
no obligation to 
declare it; and being born in Shujban, as very pro- 
bable, fhe was taken to be a Perfian : for Mordecai 
bad ie Gola that fe foould not foew it ; lett the 
fhould be defpifed and ill treated on that account ; 


fearing if the king knew it, he would not marry her, 
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that fhe might keep the law of God privately, ob- 
ferve the fabbath, €?c.\». Yor a eraeh ‘4 

¥e11. And Mordecai walked every day before thé 
court of the womens houfes8cc.] Being dne of the 
court, andinan high poft, as Aden Ezra thinks, 
he might walk there without being examined, and 
called “to an account for it: to know how Effher 
did; to enquire of her health and profperity, or 
peace, the word here:ufed fignifies, even all forts 
of it: and what should become of ber; or was done 
to her, whether fhe was well ‘ufed,° ot as yet. in-’ 
troduced to the king, how it fared with her, and 
what befel her. . 

y. 12. Now when every maid's turn was come to 
£0 in to king Abafuerus, after that fhe had been 12 
months, according to the manner . of women, Sec. | 
That were prepared in the houfe of the women to 
be prefented to the king for his liking’; for it 
feems that thefe virgins came in turns to him, ac- 
cording ‘tothe time they had been in the houfe ; 
as did the wives of the kings of Perfa, as Heros 
dotus relates? : for fo were the’ days of their purifi- 
cations accomplifbed , that is, in the fpace of 12 
months, which were thus divided :° to wit, Ax 
months with oil of myrrhe ; which Ben Mélecb inters 
prets of mufk » and fix months with feet odours, - 
the former was ufed to make the fkin ‘fmooth and 
foft, and thefe to remove all ill fcents thro’ {fweat, 
or any other caufe: and with other things for the 
purifying of women , by bathing, rubbing, ed, and 
fuch’a {pace of time was obferved not only for 
the thorough purification of them, but partly was: 
of {tate and grandeur, and partly that it might be 
a clear cafe they were not with child by another, 
‘before they came to the king. 

¥. 13. Then thus came every virgin unto the king, 
8c. ] ‘When her 12 months were up, and the 
was purified in the manner before obferved: what- 
Soever foe defired was given ber, to.go with ber out 
of the houfe of the women unto the king's boufe ; 
whatever fhe demanded the chamberlain was obli- 
ged to furnifh her with, or grant it to her, whe- 
ther for ornament, as jewels, rich apparel, &¢. or 
for attendance ; whatever prince or peer fhe re- 
quired to accompany her to the king, was to be ob- 
tained for her, as the Targum; and every thing 
for mirth, all kinds of fongs, or inftruments of 
mufic, as Farcht: ~ 

¥. 14. In the evening fhe went, and on the mor- 
row foe returned into the fecond houfe of the wo- 
men, &c.] Or the other apartment of- the houfe 
of the’ women, where were kept thofe the king” 
had made his concubines or fecondary wives. Aber 
Ezra interprets it the fecond time, and fo the Tar- 
gum by again : to the cuftody of Shaafhgax the king’s 
chamberlain, which kept the concubines; of which 
the kings of Perfia had agreat number; Darius, 
whom Alexander conquered, had 360%: fhe came 
in unto the king no more, except the king delighted in 
ber, and that foe was called by name ; but remained 
fhut up in the houfe, and might’ not lie with, nor 
be married to‘another man. 

¥.15. Now when the turn of Eber the daughter 
of Abibail, %e.] For this was her father’s name, 
and not Aminadab; as the Septuagint verfion: the 
uncle of Mordecai, who bad taken ber for his dengh- 
ter; which makes it quite clear that Mordecai was 
not E/ther’s uncle, as TY epbus, but her own coufin : 

: y ; now 
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now when her turn was come to go in unto the king three years to come” ; and Grotius fays, kings ufed 


which the virgins under purification took by turns, 
y. 14. fhe required nothing but what Hegai the king’s 
chamberlain, the keeper of the women, appointed, what 
he ordered her to have, or to do, fhe fubmitted to, 
being in his hands, and fo obeyed his orders ; but 
more fhe afked not, either for ornament or atten- 
dance, being not at all folicitous whether the king 
liked her or not; for it was not of choice, but by 
conftraint fhe went unto him; nor needed fhe any 
thing to recommend her, her virtue, modefty and 
beauty were fufficient: and Ejther obtained favour 
of all them that looked upon ber ; when the came to 
court, the eyes of all were attracted to her; all 
admired her beauty, her innocent and modeft look, 
and her graceful mien and deportment. 

¥. 16. So Ether was taken unto king Abafuerus, 
into bis houfe royal, &c.] Did not return on the 
morrow to the houfe of the women, as thofe who 
only became the king’s concubines did, ¥, 14. but 
fhe was taken to be his wife, and defigned for his 
queen, and fo was retained in his palace, and placed 
in an apartment fuitable to the dignity fhe was 
about to be advanced unto: and this was done iz the 
tenth month, which is the month Tebeth; and an- 
{wers to part of December and part of Fanuary ; 
not the 12th month dar, as the Septuagint ver- 
fion, and fo Fofephus*, contrary to the original 
text : either that law had not obtained among the 
Perfians,-or the king thought himfelf not bound 
by it, which forbid marriage at any other time than 
the beginning of the vernal equinox’ : in the 7th 
year of his reign and the divorce of Va/bti being 
in the third year of his reign; it was four years 
before Ether was taken by him; who, if Xerxes, it 
may be accounted for by his preparation for, and 
engagement in a war with Greece, which took him 
up all this time ; and from whence he returned in 


the feventh year of his reign, at the beginning of 


it, and married E/ther at the clofe of it, fee y. 1. 
as may be fuggefted. 

y.17. And the king loved Efther above all the 
qwomen, &c.} The virgins he made his concu- 
bines, as next explained; though archi interprets 
it of married women, for fuch he fuppofes were 
gathered and brought to him, as well as virgins : 
and fhe obtained grace and favour in bis fight more 
than all the virgins ; who had been purified, and in 
their turns brought to him: /o that he fet the 
royal crown upon ber head, and made ber queen in- 
fread of Vafoti, declared her queen, and gave her 
all the enfigns of royalty : fo it was ufual with the 
eaftern kings, to put a crown or diadem on the 
heads of their wives at the time of marriage, and 
declare them queens *, 

y. 18. Then the king made a great feaft unto all 
his princes and fervants, even Ejfther’s feaft, &c.} 
A feaft to all his nobles, courtiers, and minifters 
of ftate, on account of his marriage with E/her ; 
which, according to the Greek verfion, was held 
feven days ; but, according to Fo/epbus, it lafted a 
whole month‘: and be made a releafe to the pro- 
vinces; of taxes and tribute due to him, as was 
the cuftom of the kings of Perfia when they came 
to the throne, as Herodotus relates; fo Smerdis 
the magus that mounted the throne after Camby/es, 
pretending to be his brother, reJeafed them for 
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to do it at their marriage, but gives no inftance of 
it: and gave gifts; according to the latter Zargum, 
to the provinces, all of them, that he might be 
fure that the people of Efher fhared his favours, 
who were as yet unknown; but rather thefe 
gifts were given to his nobles, or it may be to 
Efther ; fo the former Targum, ‘* he gave to her a 
gift and portion :” according to the fate of the king + 
his royal ability and. munificence, and fuitable to 
his grandeur; dnd it was ufual with the Perfan 
kings to give to their wives whole cities for one 
thing or another, as for necklaces, hairlaces, fhoes, 
&¢.* Socrates” {peaks of a whole country in Per- 
fia called the Queen’s girdle, and another her Head- 
drefs. 

y. 19. And when the virgins were gathered toge- 
ther the fecond time, &c.) Some think this fecond 
collection is, that which was made when E/fher 
was taken and brought to the keeper of the wo- 
men, called the fecond, in reference to a former 
collection of them, made when Va/bti was taken 
and made queen; but as there. is no proof of 
any fuch collection then made, rather the cafe was 
this, fuch was the luft of the king, though he 
had a queen he loved, and a multitude of concu- 
bines, yet a fecond collection of virgins was made 
for his. gratification : shen Mordecai fat in the king’s 
gate; or court, being an officer in it, promoted by 
the inteteft of Z/fher, though not as yet known 
to be a relation of her’s; fo Svex in Xenophon” is 
ufed of the court of the king of Perfia, as the Or- 
toman or Turkifb court is now called the Port, 

y.20. Efther had not Jhewed her kindred nor 
her people, as Mordecai bad charged ber, &c.] As 
not before, fo neither fince fhe was made queen, 
fee ¥. 10. though, according to the Zargums, fhe 
was urged to it by the king himfelf: for Ether 
did the commandment of Mordecai, like as when fhe 
was brought up with him; which fhewed great humi- 
lity in her, notwithftanding her advancement, great 
refpect to him, and a fenfe of gratitude for the kind- 
nefs he had fhown; and this charge to her was 
ftill continued by Mordecai, partly that fhe might 
not fall into contempt, and partly to prevent ha- 
tred and envy to the Yewi/h nation, through her 
promotion ; but chiefly fo it was ordered in pro- 
vidence, the proper time. being not yet come. 

¥. 21. In thofe days, while Mordecai fat in the 
king’s gate, &cc.] Being, as before obferved, an 
officer at court: fwo of the king’s chamberlains, 
Bigthan aud Terelb, of thofe that kept the door , of 
the inner court, as Aben Ezra, of the doors of his 
bed-chamber ; perhaps they were the chief of his 
body-guards, as the Septuagint verfion ; in after- 
times, fuch officers were about the chambers of 
great perfonages as their gwards*: thefe were 
wroth, and fought to lay hand on the king Abafue- 
rus; to poifon him, as Farchi and*both the Lar- 
gums, however, to take away his life by fome 
means or another. Gorionrdes* fays, their defign 
was, while the king was afleep, to cut off his head, 
and carry it.to the king of Greece; there being 
at that time great wars between the kingdom uf 
Greece, and the kingdom of Perfia, which exactiy 
agrees with the times of Xerxes, and with this part 
of his reign, about the feventh year of ig; what 
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was the occafion of this wrath is not faid; it is 
thought to be either the divorce of Va/bti, whofe 
creatures they were, or the marriage of Ether, 
and particularly the promotion of Mordecai, fear- 
ing they fhould be turned out of their places; fo 
the former Targum. 

¥.22. And the thing was known to Mordecai, 
&c.] But by what means does not appear ; the 
Fewifh writers fay *, thefe two men were Tarfans, 
and {poke in the Tarfian language, which they 
thought Mordecai did not underftand; but he be- 
ing {fiilled in languages over-heard them, and un- 
deritood what they faid; but, according to Fo/e- 
phus"*, it was difcovered to him by Barnabazus, a 
fervant of one of the chamberlains ; the latter Tar- 
gum fays, it was fhewed unto him by the Holy 
Ghoft: who told it unto Efther, and Efther certi- 
Jied the king thereof in Mordecai’s name; whole 
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name fhe mentioned, partly as a voucher of the '/ans, 
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tiate Mordeeai to the king, that he might be ftill 
yet more promoted in due time. 

¥. 23. And when inquifition was made of thé mat’ 
ter, it was found out, &c.] That thefe two men 
had entered into a confpiracy to take away the 
king?’s life ; full proof and evidence were given of © 
it: therefore they were both banged on a tree 3 Jae- 
phus* fays, they were crucified ; but hanging was 
frequent among the Perfians, as Grotius oblerves, 
and better agrees with the word here ufed: and i? 
was written in the book of the Chronicles before the 
king; ina diary kept by the king’s order, in which 
memorable events were fet down, and might be 
done in the prefence of the king, as well as the 
book lay open before him to read at any time 3 
and this sis obferved to agree with the manner of 
Xerxes, who is reported ‘ to fit ona throne of gold 
to behold a fea-fight between the Grecians and Per- 
and had feveral fcribes by him to take down 


truth of what fhe reported, and partly to ingra- | whatever was done. in the fight. 
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THis chapter gives an account of the pro- 
motion of Haman, and of the mortification 
of him by Mordecai, who refufed to bow to him, 
upon which he vowed revenge on him, and on all 
his people the ews, y. 1—6. for which purpofe, 
through a falfe reprefentation of them, he obtained 
letters of the king, and fent to the deputies of all the 
provinces to deftroy them all on a certain day fixed, 


¥. 7—15- 


¥. 1. After thefe things, &c.1 After the mar- 
riage of Eftber, and the difcovery of the confpi- 
racy to take away the king’s life ; five years after, 
as Aben Ezra obferves, at leaft more than four 
years, for fo it appears from y. 7. did king Abafue- 
rus promote Haman the fon of Hammedatha the Aga- 
gite; whom both the Zargums make to defcend 
trom Amalek, and to be of the ftock or family of 
Agag, the common name of the kings of Amalek ; 
and fo Fofephus® ; but this is not clear and certain ; 
in the apocryphal Ejther, he is faid to be a Mace- 
donian ; and Sulpitius the hiftorian fays.*, he was a 
Perfian, which is not improbable; and 4gag might 
be the name of a family or city in Perfia, of which 
he was; and Aven Ezra obferves, that fome fay 
he is the fame with Memucan, fee ch. i. 14. and 
advanced him, and fet his feat above all the princes 
that were with him; erected a throne for him 
higher than the reft, either of his own princes and 
nobles, or fuch as were his captives, fee 2 Kings 
xxv. 28. It was the cuftom of the kings of Per- 
fia, which it is probable was derived from Cyrus, 
to advance thofe to the higheft. feats they thought 
beft deferved it: fays he to his nobles, let there be 
feats with you as with me, and let the beft be ho- 
noured before others ;— and again, let all the bett 
of thofe prefent be honoured with feats above 
others‘. 

y¥.2. And the king’s fervants that were in the 
king’s gate, &c.]} Or court, all his courtiers: for 
it can’t be thought they were all porters, or fuch’ 
only, that owed and reverenced Haman, gave him 
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divine honours as to 4 deity ; for fuch were given 
to the kings of Perfia*, and might be given to 
their favourites, and feems to be the cafe; for 
though Haman might not erect a ftatue of himfelf, 
or have images painted on his clothes, as the ar- 
gum and dben Ezra, for the Perfians did not allow 
of ftatues and images'; yet he might make him- 
felf a god, as Farchi, and requite divine worfhip, 
with leave of the king, which he had, yea an or- 
der for it: for the king bad fo commanded concern- 
ing bim 3; which fhows that it was not mere civil 
honour and refpect, for that in courfe would have 
been given him as the king’s favourite and prime 
minifter by all his fervants, without an expre{s or- 
derforit; this therefore muft be fomething uncom- 
mon and extraordinary : ut Mordecai bowed not, 
nor did him reverence ; which is a farther proof 
that it was not mere civil honour that was re- 
quired and given; for that the Fews did not re- 
fufe to give, and that in the moft humble and pro- 
{trate manner, and was admitted by them, 1 Sas, 
xxi. 8. 2 Sam, xiv. 4 and xviii. 28. 1 Kings i. 16, 
nor can it be thought that Mordecai would refule 
to give it from pride and fullennefg, and thereby 
rifque the king’s difpleafure, the lofs of his office, 
and the ruin of his nation ; but it was fuch kind 
of reverence to a man, and worfhip of him, which 
was contrary to his con{fcience, and the law of his 
God. — 
¥. 3. Then the king’s fervants which were in the 
king’s gate, &c.] Oblerving the behaviour of Mor- 
decai towards Haman from time to time: /eid unto 
Mordecai, why tranfgreffift thou the kings command- 
ment? of giving reverence to Haman, which they 
knew he could not be ignorant of. 
¥. 4. Now it came to pafs, when they fpake daily 
unto bim, 8c.) Putting him in mind of his duty 
to obey the king’s command, fugeefting to him 
the danger he expofed himfelf to, preffing him to 
give the reafons of his conduct : and be hearkened 
uot unto them ; regarded not what they faid, and 
continued difobedient to the king’s order, and dif- 
re{pecttul 
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refpectful to Haman: thqt they told Haman to fee 
cobeth:r Mordecai bis matters would fand, they in- 
formed Haman that Mordecai refufed to give him 
reverence as the king had ordered ; this they did to 
try whether fuch a conduct would be fuffered and 
bore with ; and whether Merdecai would perfevere 
in it when taken notice of : for be bad told them 
that he was a Few; which was all the reafon he 
gave why he would not reverence Haman; and a 
reafon fufficient ; becaufe, by a fundamental law 
of his religion, he was not to worfhip mere man, 
but God only: and this confirms what has been 
before obferved ; for this would have been no rea- 
fon for refufing civil refpect and honour, but .was 
a {trong one for denying religious worfhip and re- 
verence; and no wonder that the Zews fhould re- 
fule it, when even the Grecians, though heathens, 
refufed to give the Perfian kings tlie divine honours 
they required™; yea, the Athenians put Timagoras 
to death for proftrating himfelf in fuch a manner 
to Darius" ; for the Perfian kings were, as Ariftetle 
fays°, called Lord and God, and faid to hear and 
fee all things. 

y. 5. And when Haman faw that Mordecai bowed 
not, nor did him reverence, &c.| For after the in- 
formation given him, he obferved. and watched 
him, to fee whether he bowed and did him reve- 
rence or no; then was Haman full of wrath; ex- 
ceedingly difpleafed and angry ; it was fuch a mor- 
tification to him he could not bear. 

y. 6. And he thought {corn to lay bands on Mor- 
decai alone, &c.} That would not be a fufficient 
gratification of his revenge; he was too low and 
mean a perfon only to reak his vengeance on ; no- 
thing fhort of his whole. nation would fatisfy him : 
for they bad foewed him the people of Mordecai; that 
they were the Jews; tor Mordecai had told the 
king’s fervants that talked with him on the fubject, 
that he was a Yew, and gave that as a reafon why 
he could not and would not reverence Haman: 
wherefore Haman fought to deftrey all the Fews that 
were throughout the whole kingdom of Abafuerus, 
even the people of Mordecai; and that not merely 
to be revenged on Mordecai, but becaule he plainly 
faw, that both by his example, and upon the fame 

- principle with him, they would all to a man refufe 
to give him reverence ; and therefore he was re- 
folved to root them out of the whole empire, that 
he might not be mortified by them. 

y¥. 7. In the firft month, that is the month Nifan, 
&c.} Which was the ft month of the facred year 
of the Jews, by divine appointment, Exod. xii. 2. 
and xiii. 4. there called 4dib, and anfwers to part 
of Februery and part of March ; from hence it is 
clear this book was written by a Few, and very 
probably by Mordecai: in the 12th year of king 
Abafuerus ; four years and near two months after 
his marriage of Efther, ch, ii, 16. they ca? pur, 
that is, tbe lot, before Haman; being a Perfian 
word, it is explained in Hebrew alot, the word fig- 
nifying free! in the Perfian language ; Reland? con- 


anfwers to part of\¥anuary and part of February — ‘ 
fo that the lot was caft for every month and every 
day of the month throughout the year, to find out 
which was the moft lucky month, and which the 
moft lucky day in that month to deftroy the Jews =» 
in; and none could be found till they came to the’ 
laft month, and the 13th day of that month, ¥. 13. 
the providence of God fo over-ruling the lot, that 
there might be time enough for the Yews, through 
the mediation of E/fher to the king, to prevent 
their deftruction ; fo in other nations the heathens 
had their lucky and unlucky days % Bi Ax 
¥. 8, And Haman faid unto king Abafuerus, Bec | 
Or bad faid', as fome chufe to render it; nor ih- 
deed is it likely, that Haman fhould ¢aft lots to 
know when would be a proper time to’ deftroy the 
Jews, until he he had got leave of the king to do 
it: There is a certain people fcattered abroad, and. 
dilperfed among the people in all the provinces of thy 
kingdom, for though many of the Yews returned to 
their own land on the proclamation of Cyrus, yet 
others remained, being well fettled as to world- 
ly things, and not having that zeal for God and 
his worfhip as became them, and not caring to be 
at the trouble and expence of fuch a journey, and 
efpecially thofe of the ro tribes; now Haman, 
through contempt of them, mentions them not by 
name, only defcribes them as a feattered infienifi- 
cant people: and their laws are different from all 
people; concerning their diet and obférvation of 
days, and other things; fo Empedocles, an heathen, 
obferves* of the Jews, that they were a feparate 
people from all others in thofe things, for he fays, 
‘* They feparated not only from the Romans, but 
even from all men; for having found out an un- 
mixed way of living, they have nothing common — 
with men, neither table nor libations, nor prayers, 
nor facrifices, but are more feparate from us than 
the Sufians or BaGrians, or the more remote Jn- 
dians:” neither keep they the king’s laws; and no 
doubt he had a {pecial refpeét to the non-obfer- 
vance of the king’s command -to-give him reverence; 
and in like manner the ews are’ reprefented by 
heathen writers, as by Tacitus, Fuvenal*,and others: 
therefore it is not for the king’s profit to fuffer them = 
that is, to dwell in his dominions; he got nothing ~ 
by them, and they might be prejudicial to his fub- 
jects, and poifon them with their notions; and fince 
they were not obedient to the laws of the kingdom, 
it was not fit and equitable that they fhould be 
continued ‘in it. 

y. 9. Uf it pleafe the king, let it be written, that 
they may be deftroyed, 8c.) That is, a law made, 
figned and fealed, for their deftru@tion, and letters 
written and fent every where, ordering it to be put’ 
in execution: and I will pay 10,000 talents of filuer 
to the hands of thofe who have the charge of the bufi-. 
ne[i, to bring it into the king’s treafury 5 thishe pro- 
pofed to prevent any objection che aS j 
from the lofs of tribute paid by this people to the 
king ; and this was a very large fum for to 
jeCtures that this was that fort of lot called Sidero-| pay out.of his own-eftate, it being near - 
mantia : who caft this lot is not faid; whether Ha-|lions of our money ; it is computed by Brerewood * 
man himfelf, or one of his fervants; perhaps a di-|at 3,750,000 pounds ; for as to what is fuggelt 
viner; the latter Targum calls him Shimbai the|by fome, that he intended to rep 
{cribe: from day to day, and from month to month,\the {poil of the Fews, it may he ob d, 
to the 12¢h month, that is the month Adar; which|cording to. the king’s letter, they that 
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ployed in deftroying the Fews were to have the fpoil) revoke his 


for a prey or booty to themfelves, y. 1 3. 


the hands of the king’s receivers of the dues, that 
they might lay it up in the king’s treafury or.ex- 
chequer: 

¥. 10. And the king took bis ring from bis hand, 


and gave it unto Haman, the fon of Hammedatha the 


Agagite, the Fews enemy.) . As a token of his af- 
fection for him, and a mark-of honour.to him ; 
with the Perfens™ for a king to give a rine to any 
one, was.a token and bond of the greateft love and 
friendfhip imaginable; and it may be this was given 


to Haman, to feal with it the letters that were or 


fhould be written, giving order for the ‘deftruction 
of the Fews. It feems as. if as yet Ether had not 
acquainted the king who her kindred and people 
were; or it can hardly be thought he would have fo 
eafily come into fuch a fcheme, or fo highly fa- 
voured an enemy of her people. : 
¥. it. And the king faid unto Haman, the Silver 
is given unto thee, &c.] The 10,000 talents of fil- 
ver Haman propofed to pay into the treafury, were 
reurned to him, or the king out of his great muni-+ 
ficence refufed to take them: the people alfo, to do 
with them as feemeth good unto thee; that is, the 
people of the Fews; he gave him full power to do 


with them as he thought fit, and who breathing] y. 


revenge upon them, would not fpare them. 

¥. 32. Then were the king’s ferives called, on the 
13% day of the iff month, &c.] The month Nifan, 
¥. 9. after Haman had leave and power from the 
king to deftroy the Yews, and his ring given him 
in token of it 
itate were called together on that day, to write the 
letters for that purpofe : and there was written ac- 
cording to all that Haman had commanded ; whatever 
he would have done; he had an unlimited power 
to do what he pleafed, and he made ufe of it, and 
directed the feribes what they fhould write: unto 
the king’s lieutenants, and to the governors that were 
over every province, the deputy-governors of the 
127 provinces, ch. i, 1. and to the rulers of every 
people, of every province 5 it feems there were diffe- 
rent people in every province, which had their 
rulers ; and thefe were fent to: according to the 
writing thereof, and to every people after their lan- 
guage; and letters were written in the language 
and character of the language each people {fpoke, 
that they might be underftood by them: in she 
name of king Abafuerus was it written, and fealed 
with the king’s ring. All this Haman took care to 
have done fo early as the’ 13th of Nifan, though 
the execution was not to be until the 1 3th of Adar, 
eleven months after ; 
time enough to fend the letters every where, even to 
the moft diftant parts; and chiefly, leaft Abafuerus 
fhould change his mind, and:be prevailed upon to 
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HIS chapter relates the mourning of Mor- 
decal, and of the Fews in every province, on 
account of the edié&t to deftroy them, y. 1—3. The 
information Ether had of it, _and what pafied be- 
tween her and Mordecai, through Hatach, a cham- 
berlain, by whom he put her upon making a re- 
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Now| Jews in continual 
this fum of money he propofed not to put into the 


hands of them that fhould flay the Fews, but. into 


5 the king’s feribes or fecretaries off lickly 
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163. 
and it may be, either to keep the 
dread, or caufe them to fee. 
¥.13. And the letters were fent by poft into al} 
the king’s provinces, &c,] Or by the runners* ; by 
which it feems as if thefe letters were carried by 
running footmen, men fwift of foot; or rather 
they were running horfes, on which men rode poft 
with letters, and which the Perfans called Angari; 
a fcheme invented by Cyrus, for the quick difpatch 
of letters from place to place, by fixing horfes and 
men to ride them at a proper diftance, to receive 
letters one from another, and who rode night and 
day”, as our poft-boys do now 3 and nothing could 
be fwifter, or done with greater {peed ; _ neither 
fnow, nor rain, nor heat, nor night, could ttop 
their courfe, we are told#: the purport of thefe 
letters was, fo deftroy, to kill, and to caufe to peri/h, ' 
all Fews, both young and old, little children and wo- 
men, in one day, even upon the 1 3th day of the 12th 
month, which is the month Adar ; {ee ¥. 7. The of- 
ders were to deftroy, by any means whatfoever, all 
the Fews, of every age and fex, all in-one day, in 
all the provinces which are here named, that they 
might be cut off with one blow: and to take the 


grant ; 


Spoil of them for a prey; to be their own booty ; 


which was propofed to engage them in this bar- 
barous work, to encourage them in it to ufe the 
greater feverity and difpatch. 
14. Lhe copy of the writing, for a command- 
ment to be given in every province, was publifbed unto 
all people, 8c.) Not only letters were fent to the 
governors, but a copy, or the fum of the contents 
of them, was publifhed by heralds, or ftuck up as 
with us, in various places, that it might be pub- 
known by the common people every where : 
that they fhould be ready againft that day , and fall 
upon the people of the Fews, and flay them, and 
feize on their goods as a prey, 
¥.15. The poft went out, being haftened by the 
king’s command, &c.] Both to fet out and malge.as 
much difpatch as poffible: aad the decree was given 
in Shufban the palace, by the king, and with the 
advice of his courtiers: and the king and Haman fat 
down to drink , at a banquet which perhaps Haman 
had prepared, in gratitude to the king for what he 
had granted him, both being highly delighted with 
what had been done: but the city Shufhan was per- 
plexed ; the court was agreed, but the city was. di- 
vided, as the former Targum fays, with the joy 
of ftrange nations, and the weeping of the people 
of Irael, there being many ews in the city; with 
whom no doubt there were many in connection, 
through affinity or friendfhip, or commerce, ‘that 
were, concerned for them ; or however, were 
fhocked.at.fuich a‘barbarous fchemé; and which 


partly that’ there might be|they knew not where it would end, and how far 


they themfelves might be involved in it, when once 


; mob had fuch a power granted to them. 


« 


queft to the king in their favour, y. 4—8. to which 
fhe at firft objected, becaufe of a law in Perfia 
which forbids any to come to the king unlefs called, 
¥. g—12. but being prefiéd to it by Mordecai, the 
agreed, and ordered a general faft among the Yews, 
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Ey 93 in manu curforum, Montanus; fo the 
Y-Xenophon, Cyroperdia, 1. 8. c. 43. = Herodot, 
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manner, expreffing his grief and forrow: which 
was before the king’s gate; that led to the royal 
palace. 


y. 7. And Mordecai told bim of all that had bap- 


y. 1. When Mordecai perceived all that was done, 
&c.] By the king, at the inftigation of Haman, 
againft the ews; which he came to the knowledge 
of, either by fome of the courtiers or by common 
fame, or on the fight of the ediéts which were pub-|pened unto him, &c.) How that, for refufing to 
lithed in Shufban ; though the Yews think it was|reverence Laman, he was incenfed againft him, 
made known to him in a fupernatural way, eitherjand againft all the ews for his fake ; and had 
by Elijah, as the former Yargum™, or by the Holy vowed revenge on them, and had formed a fcheme. 
Ghoft, as the latter: Mordecai rent bis cloaths, both|for the ruin of them : and of the fam of money that 
behind and before, according to the fame Targum ;|Haman bad promifed to pay to the king’s sreafuries 
and this was a cuftom ufed in mourning, not only |for she Jews, to defiroy them, the 10,000 talents of 
with the Yews, but with the Perfians alfo, as Hero-jfilver he propofed to pay into the king’s exchequer 
dotus’ relates : and put on fackcloth with afbes ; upénjin lieu of the Fews tribute; which Mordecai ob- 
his head, as the former Targum; which was ufual ferves, to fhew how bent he was upon the deftruc- 
in mourning, even both; Job. ii. 8. 12, Dan. ix,juon of the Yews, and cared not what it coft him to 
3. and went out into the midft of the city; not Elam|gain his point ; and perhaps Mordecai as yet might 
the province, as Aben Ezra, but the city Shufban :|not know that the king had remitted it. 
and cried with a loud and bitter cry; thatall the Jews} x. 8. Alfo be gave bim the copy of the writing of 
in the city might be alarmed by it, and enquire} the decree that was given at Shufhan to defiroy them, 
the reafon of it, and be affected with it; and a[&c.] Which had,now been publifhed in the city; . 
clamorous mournful noife was ufed among the Per-|by which means Mordecai had had a fight of it, 
fians, as well as others, on fad occafions. * and had tranicribed it; fee ch. iii: 14. to fhew it 

¥. 2. And came even before the king’s gate, 8cc.]|unto Either, and to declare it unto her; what Haman 
Or court, that H/fher might if poffible be made ac- intended again{ft the people of the Jews; as the 
quainted with this dreadful calamity coming upon Targum adds: dnd to charge ber; in his name ; 
her people: for none might enter into the king’s|whofe charges the had always regarded, both be- 
gote clothed with fackcloth, or appear in fuch a drefs}fore and fince fhe was queen ; or in the name of 
at court, where nothing was admitted to damp the|God : shat fhe /hould go in unto the kiug to make fup- 
pleafures of it. plication unto him, and to make requeft before him for 

¥. 3. And in every province whitherfoever the| ber people fignifying there was a neceffity of doing 
king’s commandment and bis decree came, &c.| For}it {peedily, and of urging her requeft with great 
deftroying the ews on fuch a day, in every placejearnettnefs and importunity, finee it was not the 
where they were to be found: there was great|life of a fingle perion, but the lives of a body of 
mourning among the Jews, and weeping, and wail-\people, and her own, that lay at ftake. 
ing; which continued all day: and many lay in| Y. 9. And Hatach came and told Efther the words 
fackcloth and afbes; all night ; made ufe of no other} of Mordecat.] Both the cafe of the ews, and the 
bed to lie on, nor clothes to cover them with. caufe of it, and what he would have her do at this 

y. 4. So Ejfther’s maids and her chamberlains came} critical juncture, } 
and told it ber, &c.] Her maids of honour andj] ¥.10. Again Efther [pake unto Hatach, &c.| For 
eunuchs that attended her, which they might|there was no other way of correfponding and con- 
tell her merely as a piece of news, there being}verfing, but by an eunuch; the wives of kings 
fomething fhocking in it to tender minds ; er per-} being altogether under their watch and care: amd 
haps nothing more than that Mordecai was in fack-|gave him commandment unto Mordecai, to go unto 
‘cloth; and they might have obferved by fome in-jhim, and what he fhould fay to him from her, 
cidents or another, that there was fome connection] which is as follows : . 
between Mordecai and Ejfher, and that fhe had a] ¥. 11. AU/ the king’s fervants and the people of the 
peculiar refpect for him: then was the queen exceed-| king’s provinces do know, &c.] Not only the princes 
ingly grieved ; even tho’ fhe might not know the|and courtiers, but all the king’s fubjeéts, the 
whole of the matter; but perceiving whatever it]meaneft of them; there is fcarce a perfon through- 
was it greatly affected Mordecai, with whom fhejout the whole empire, to whom the following law 
fympathized : and fhe fent raiment to clothe Morde-\is not known; this is faid, to fhew how notorious 
cai, and to take away bis fackcloth from him; that]it was: that whofoever, whether man or woman, 
fo he might appear at court, and fhe get better in-|/hall come unto the king into the inner court, who is 
telligence of the caufe of all this: but be received it| mot called, there is one Jaw of bis to put him to death; 
not; refuting to be comforted, or appear chearful]according to the former Targum, Maman got this 
under {uch melancholy circumftances. law to be made now, to prevent any application to 

y¥. 5. Then called Efther for Hatach, one of the\the king about this affair; but then it would not 
king’s chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend\ have been fo univerfally known as before declared ; 
upon her, &c.| Which, according to the Targum,|and it appears that there was fuch a law among the 
was Daniel*; but it is not likely that Daniel fhould| Medes, made by Dejeces, that none fhould go into 
nave lived to this time; however, this officer was}the king’s prefence, but all fhould be done by mef- 
not only entrufted with the care of the queen by|fengers”; and this was altered among the Perfans, 
the king, but fhe had alfo an high opinion of him,|for the feven princes that flew Smerdis made an 
and therefore employed him in this affair: amd|agreement, that whoever of them was chofen king, 
gave a commandment to Mordecai, to know what it\the reft fhould have the liberty of going unto him 
was, and why it was; what was the reafon of his} when they pleafed, without a meflenger to intro- 
appearing in fackcloth, and why he did not receive] duce them‘; it feems by this account it was death 
the cloaths fhe fent him. to go into the inner parlour, where the king ufually 
. ¥. 6. So Hatach went forth to Mordecai, unto the\ was, without leave, or being called; this was 
Street of the city, &c.| Where he was, in a public | made both for the king’s fafety, and for awe and 


reverence 

* So Midrath Efther, fol. 94. 1. Y Thalia, five,]. 3. c.———, ‘Urania, five, 1. 8.c.d9.. Calliope five, 1. 9. ¢. 
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reverence of his majefty, and to prevent any infi-| ¥. 16. Go, gather together all the Fews that are 
nuations into him by ill defigning perfons : except|prefent in Shufban, &c.| To acquaint them with 
Juch to whom the king fhall bald out the golden fceptre,|\what follows ; but not.to continue in a body tove- 
- that be may live; which, whether he would or no,|ther; which might cafe fufpicion of an ill defign 
was very precarious ; fo that a perfon ran a greatlin them; according to the latter Targam, 12,000 
rifque to go in uncalled: dut I have not been called\chofen priefts were found init; but that muft bé an 
to go in unto the king thefe thirty days 5 which\exaggeration of their number; it can hardly be 
looked as if the king had nog that fond affection|thought there were fo many ‘fews in all there: aad 
for her he formerly had; and therefore there was |faft ye for me, that is, pray for her, that fhe might 
greater danger in going in to him uncalled, and the|have courage to go in to the king, and meet with 
lefs hope of fuccefs. ‘i t fuccefs ; for prayer was the principal thing, fafting 
¥. 12. And they told to Mordecai Efther’s words.|\only an acceffary to it, and as fitting for it, and 
The meffengers fhe fent to him, | Jexpreffive of affliction and humiliation of foul: and 
y. 13. Then Mordecai commanded to anfwer Efther,\neitber eat nor drink three days, night nor day , it was 
&c.] Gave in charge to the meffengers what they|to be a continued faft unto the third day ; as Aben- 
fhould fay to Efther from him, by way of reply :|ezra interprets it, they were not to eat.at evening, 
Think not with thyfelf that thou foalt efcape in the|\but faft two whole days, and two whole nights, 
king’s boufe, more than all the Jews ; fignifying that|until the third day came, on which E/fber went in 
her being queen, and in the king’s‘palace, wouldjto the king, ch. v. 1. I alfo and my maidens will 
be no protection to her ; and fhe would be no fafer| aft likewife, in the fame manner, and as long; 
there than the Yews elfewhere, fince they had no|thefe maids of honour were either profelytes, per- 
greater enemies any where thanin the king’s court;|haps of her making, or Yewi/b ladies, fhe being 
and it was or would be known of what nation fhejallowed by the king to choofe whom fhe pleafed: 
was, and therefore muft not expect to efcape theland fo will 1 goin unto the king, which is not accord- 
fury of the enemy. ing to the law; or afterwards, or and then“, when 
¥. 14. For if thou altogether boldeff thy peace at\they, and fhe and her maids, had fafted and prayed 
this time, 8cc.\ And will not fpeak to the king injfo long, then fhe was determined in the ftrength of 
favour of the Ferws, becaufe of the danger fhe would}|the Lordto go into the king’s prefence with her pe- 
be expofed to in doing it : then fhali there enlarge-\tition, though it was contrary to law: and if I pe- 
ment and deliverance arife to the Jews from another \rifh, I perifo, fignifying, that fhe readily and:cheer- 
place ; Mordecai.feemed confident of it, that by|fully rifqued her life for the good of her people ; 
fome means or another the ews would be deli-}and if fuch was the pleafure of God, that fhe fhould 
vered; if not through the interceffion of Ejther,\lofe it, fhe was content, and acquiefced in his will, 
yet from fome other quarter, or by fome other|leaving herfelf entirely in his lrands, to difpofe of 
hand: Sut thou and thy father’s bouje foall be de-\her as he thought fit. ° 
ftroyed ; for fuch neglect of the people of God when} y¥. 17. So. Mordecai went his way, &c.} About 
in diftrefs, want of pity to them,- and not exerting|the bufinefs he was directed to; the word ufed hav- 
herfelf as fhe might in their behalf ; fo that feeing|ing fometimes the fignification of paffing over or 
_ fhe and her family muft perifh, it was better to pe-|tranferefling, ‘Jarchi interprets it of Mordecai’s 
‘rifh in a good caufe than ina bad one: and who}tranferefling the command, by fafting on a feftival ; 
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for\the letter being written on the 13th of Niaz, ch. 
fuch a time as this? he intimates that he believed|iit. 12. the next day was the paffover, on which he 
that the providence of God had raifed her to that} fuppofes the faft began; and the three days were, 
dignity, that fhe might be an inftrument of faving|the 14th, 15, and 16th of the month, and belonged 
his people in the time of their diftrefs ; and this he|to the feaft of the paffover and of unleavened bread ; 
faid to encourage her to make the experiment. fo the Targum: and did according to all that Eftber 
y¥. 15. Then Efther bade them return Mordecai\had commanded him, got the Fews together, and 
this anfwer,] which follows, and was fent by the| kept a faft three days; according to the Midrafb*, 
meflengers fhe fent the above to ‘him. they were the 13th, 14th, and 15th of Nifan. 


f 
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ff HIS chapter gives an. account’ of E/ther’s|Of the faft; though the former Targum paraphrafes 
going in to the king, and of his holding out|it the third day of the'paffover, the 16th of Nifen, 
the golden fceptre to her, on which fhe-invited him|fee the note on ch. iv.17. though it is probable this 
and Haman to a banquet of wine that day, and to|\was nearer the time fixed for the deftruction of the 
another the next day, ¥.1.—8. which highly de-|feaws, fee ch. viii. g. yet the Fews have fixed the 
lighted Haman; and he went to his houfe and fa-|faft of Ether on that very day, the 13th of Adar’: 
mily with great joy, and yet chagrined at Morde-|that Ejther put on her royal apparel ; in order to go 
cai’s not bowing to him; wherefore, at the advice|in to the king, and appear before him%3 which to 
of his wife and friends, he erected a gallows to}do in a mournful habit, fuch as fhe had on when _. 

_ hang him upon, propofing to get a grant for it\fafting, was not proper; for then fhe put off her 
from the king the next day; ¥.g —14. crown royal, as is intimated in the additions tothe 
ya hy Met eS book of Ejther, ch. xix. 11. and as was ufual for 
_ ¥. 1, Now it came to pafs on the third day, 8&c.]jprinces to do in times of mourning’; 


but now 
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mel i . hh 7 
44539) & poltea, Noldius, p. 198. No.-899. fo the Targum, 1») rr, Sept. & tunc V. L, Pagninus, Montanus ; tum, Tigurine 
vale" e Midrath Efther, fol. 94+ 4+ 4 f Vid. Reland. Antiqu. Heb. par. 4. c. 13. §-5- * Vid. 
afchalium de coronis, l. 10. ¢. 11. p.699. ; ; - 
ae gins oe . “9 us os 
ori, N°. s. _—— Uu . 


166 ESTHER’ <Chvix2 
fhe put it on, as both Ben Gerion® and the latter,he began to be chearful with it. The Perfans 
Targum affirm: and ficod in ibe inner, court of the\their meals had two courfes ; the firit confifted o 
king’s hou,e, over againft the king’s houfe ; into}meats, &e. at which they drank water, the 
which none might go but fach as were called; yet/of fruits, when they drank wine ; Az lianus* fa 
Efiber being queen, the*keepers of the door could the Perfians, after they are filled with food, indulg 
‘not forbid her, as Alen Ezra obferves: and the\themfelves in drinking wine : What is*thy petition 2 
hing, fet upon bis royal throne, in the royal houfe, over \and it fhall be granted thee : and what is thy requeft? 
againft the gate of the boufe, fo that he could feejeven to the half of the kingdom it foall be performed; — __ 
whoever came in at it, into the inner court. by which it appears he retained the fame affeétion 
¥.2. And it was fo when the king faw Efther the for Ejfther, and the fame difpofition to fhew her 
queen fianding in the court, that foe obtained favour kindnefs. See ¥. 3. Leer. | 
in his fight, &cc.] Which no doubt was of God,| ¥. 7. Then anfwered Ether and faid, My petition =~ 
who has the hearts of kings in his hand, and turns and my requeft is ;] What fhe fhould for the prefent . 
them as he pleafes; the king had not called her}make; the principal one fhe had to afk, for wife 
for thirty days paft, or more, which fhewed cool-|reafons, fhe ftill deferred. ; 
nefs of affection to -her, and now fhe tranfgrefled y. 8 If I have found favour in the fight of the 
a law by coming uncalled for, which might have king, &c.] Or, feeing fhe had ; for it was a clear 
provoked his wrath, and for a leffer matter than|cafe fhe had, both by his holding out the golden 
this was Va/bti divorced ; but yet his mind was in- {ceptre to her, and by accepting her invitation to 
clined ‘to her, and fhe appeared very amiable andjher banquet: and if it please the king to grant my 
pleafing to him : and the king held out to Efther the| petition, and to perform my requeft; as he had been 
golden fceptre that was in his band, as a token of|lo gracious as to promife in fuch a large and liberal 
his well pleafeinefs in her, and acceptance of her ;)manner as before exprefled : let the king and Ha-. 
and that no harm fhould come to her for tranfgref-|man come to the banquet that I fhall prepare for 
fing the law: So Ejther drew near, and touched the them the Targum fays, in the evening ; but from 
top of the feeptre; as acknowledging his kindnefs,|¥. 12. it appears to be on the morrow; and which 
and her thankfulnefs for it, as well as fubjection and]agrees with what follows: and I will do to-morrow 
obedience to him. las the king bath faid ; make her petition and requeft 
y¥. 3. Then faid the king unto her, What wilt thou,|to him; which the had deferred, partly in hope of 
queen Fiftber ? &c.}] He fuppofed the had fome bu-|ftill increafing his affection to her, and partly to 
finefs with him, fome fuir to make to him, by|prepare him to expect fomething of moment and 
her coming in in this manner: and what is thy re«\importance to be afked of him. archi reftrains 
queft? fignitying he was ready.to grant it, be it}this to what he fuppofes the king had often impor- 
what it would: zt hall be even given thee to tke half tuned her to tell, namely, who were her people 
of the kingdom; as it was ufual with the Perfanjand her kindred, 
kings to give their wives cities for certain purpofes, ¥. g. Then went Haman forth that day, joyful, 
fee the note on ch. ii. 18. here Aba/uerus, out of|and with a glad heart, &c.] From court to his own 
his great affection to Ether, offers half of his do-|houfe: but when Haman faw Mordecai in the king’s 
minions, his 127 provinces; meaning that he would|g4/e, that he ftocd not up, nor moved for him, did 
grant her any thing, and every thing that was rea-|not fhew him the leaft degree even of civil refpeét 5 
fonable, and even magnificent ; it is an hyperbolical] which he refufed to do, partly left it fhould be in- 
and courtly way of fpeaking, and which has been|terpreted an adoration of him, and partly becaufe 
ufed in after times, and in other countries; fee|it was well known to him he had formed a fcheme 
Mark, vi. 23. for the deftruction of him and all his people; and 
y¥. 4. And Efther anfwered, If it feem good unto|the rather he refufed it to him, as Eber was about 
the king, &c.] She humbly fubmits it to his plea-/to make interceffion with the king to revoke his 
fure, fuggefting it would be exceeding grateful to}decree, of the fuccefs of which he had no doubts, 
her, could it be granted : let the king and Haman and therefore had nothing to fear from him, but 
come this day unto the banquet that I bave prepared|treated him with the utmoft contempt, as he de- 
for him; for the king ; and fuppofing it would be|ferved: be was full of wrath againff Mordecai; it 
acceptable to him, and the rather engage him to] Was a fad mortification to him, and a great allay of 
come to it, fhe invited his favourite ; and chiefly,|that joy and elation of mind on account of the fa- 
that fhe might have an opportunity of accufing him|vour he was ins not with the king only, but the 
before the king to his face, and when alone. queen alfo, as he imagined. oF 
y. 5. Then the king faid, Caufe Haman to make|_ y. 10. Neverthele/s Haman refrained himfelf, &c.] 
hafte, that be may do as Efther bath faid, 8cc.| That| From fhewing any outward refentment to Mordecat, 
is, he ordered fome of his fervants to make hafte|from laying hands upon him or taking reveng ‘on 
and acquaint Haman with the queen’s invitation,}him, as being too much below him to avenge | im- 
and to prefs him to make hafte to comply with it :|felf on a fingle perfon, when the whole body of the 
fo the king and Haman came to the banquet that Efther|people Mordecai belonged to would fhortly feel the 
' bad prepared; which was wifely done, to prepare]power of his hand for fuch infolent treatment of 
for what fhe had to fay to the king, when chearful|him : and when he came home, he fent and cz 
with wine, and when fhe had her adverfary with} bis friends, and Zerefh his wife, who, the 
him alone. fays, was the daughter of Ta/nai, the go 
¥. 6. And the king faid unto Efther at the banquet\the other fide the river, Ezra, v. 3. 
of wine, &c.] For fuch it feems the banquet was} y. 11. 4nd Haman told them of the 
fhe prepared ; it was not properly a meal, neither|riches, &c.] Of the multitude of them; w 
dinner nor fupper, but a drinking-bout ; or how-|did partly in a way of oftentation, and partly, 
ever, it was at that part of the banquet in which}could, to make his mind eafy under the mor 


rw. 


wine was drank, that the king accofted E/ther, when'tion he received from Mordecai; and it m 
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chiefly to aggravate his rudenefs and ill behaviour 
towards him, a man of fo much wealth: and the 
multitude, of bis children; he had ten, as we learn 


from ch. ix. 10. but the former Targum- enlarges 
them beyond credit, to the number of 208, befides 
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tisfaétion and contentment : /a long as I fee Mordecai” 
the Few fitting at the king’s gate; not rifing up to 
bow unto him; this fingle circumitance fpoiled all 
his joy and pleafure. 

¥. 14. Then faid Lerefs bis wife, ‘and all his 


his ten fons, and Shim/bai the fcribe ; fuch were had| friends.unto him, &c.] His wife very probably firtt 


in great efteem with the Perfiazns who had many 
children ; to fuch the king ufed to fend gifts an- 
nually*: and all the things wherein the king bad 
promoted him, the high offices of honour and truft 
he had put bim into: and bow be had advanced him 
above the princes and fervants of the king. See 
Ch. iit 

y. 12. Haman faid moreover, 8&c.] To all which 
he added, and what feemed to delight him moft of 
all, or however was a new additional honour done 
him: Yea, Efiber the. queen did let no man come in 
with the king unto the ban;uet that foe bad prepared, 
but myfelf, which he judged was doing him fingu- 
Jar honour ; and, by the joint affection of the king 
and queen to him, he thought himfelf eftablifhed 
in his dignity and grandeur: and to-morrow am I 
invited unto her alfo with the king ; had been invited, 
not by a.mefflenger, but by the queen herfelf, which 
was a double honour. 

¥. 13. Yet all this availeth me nothing, &c.] Is 
not equal or fufficient for me ; it gives me no {a- 
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HASUERUS not being able to fleep in the 

night, ordered the book of records to be 
brought and read to him, where a fact of Morde- 
cai’s was regiftred, and upon enquiry, it appeared 
that nothing had been done to him for it, ¥, 1, 2, 
3. and Haman being in the outward court, was or- 
dered in, with whom the king confulted what 
fhould be done to the man the king delighted to 


moved it, and all his friends prefent approved of it 
and united in it: Let a gallows be made of 50 cubits 
bigh ; that the perfon hanged thereon might be fees 
at a diftance, and fo be a greater reproach to him, 
and a terror to others, to take care they were not 
guilty of the fame offence: Carta/o was ordered by 
his father to be fixed to the higheft crofs in the fight 
of the city’; and it was ufual for croffés to be erected 
very high", both for that purpofe, and for greater 
infamy and difgrace": and to-morrow [peak thou unto 
the king that Mordecai may be banged thereon, get 
a grant from him for it ; of which they made no 
doubt, fince Haman had fuch an intereft in him, 
and had already obtained an order to deftroy all 
Jews in his dominions : then go thou in merrily with 
the king unto the banquet ; eafed of the burden of his 
mind, and honoured to be a gueft with the royal 
pair: and the thing pleafed Haman, and be caufed the 
gallows to be made; but it was for himfelf, as ic 
proved in the iffue. See ch. vii. 10. 


. 


VI. 


Shimfbai the {cribe, who was ordered to bring the 
book and read, and who, according to the former 
Targum, was Haman’s fon, feeing what was recor- 
ded of Mordeca?, turned over the leaves of the book, 
being unwilling to read: it; but the leaves rolled 
back again, and he was obliged’ to read it: that 
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teréefh, two of 
the king’s chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who 


honour; to which Haman gave an{wer, and was|fought to lay hand on the king Aba/uerus ; fee ch. ii. 


bid to do as he faid, ¥. 4—10. which he did, but 
went home after it confounded and forrowful, and 
told his mournful cafe to his wife and friends, who 
plainly forefaw his downfal, y. 11—14. 

¥. 1. On that night could not the king fleep, &c.] 
The night after he had been at Efther’s banquet, 
which it might be thought would rather have 
caufed fleep; and therefore Farchi calls it a mira- 
cle ; and no doubt it was owing to the over-ruling 
providence of God, and not to anxious thoughts 
about his neglect of Ether fo long, nor what fhould 
be her requeft to him, nor jealoufy of any amorous 


21. and it was ufual in fuch diaries to record the 
names of perfons, who, by any actions, had de- 
ferved well of the king, that they might be re- 
warded as there was an opportunity for it; and 
fuch, in the Perfian language, were called Oro/an- 
ga, as Herodotus relates °. 

¥. 3. And the king faid, What honour and dignity 
hath been done to Mordecai for this? &c.] He 
judged it an action worthy of regard, and what 
ought to be rewarded, as it was the faving of his 
life; but had forgot whether any royal favour had 
been fhewn to the perfon for it: then faid the king’s 


intrigue with Haman, nor of any confpiracy of |fervants that minifired unto him, the lords of his 


theirs againft his life: aud he commanded to bring 
the book of records of the chronicles; the diaries or 
journal, in which memorable facts were recorded ; 
this he did to divert himfelf, and pafs away time ; 
though here alfo the providence of God was {fpe- 
cially concerned ; for otherwife he might have fent 
for any of his wives and concubines, or finging 
men and women, to have diverted him: and they 
were read before the king; until the morning, until 


‘it was time to rife, as appears by what follows. 


. 


¥.2. And it was found written, &c.] Upon 


_ reading, and in which there was alfo a peculiar 
hand of providence, dire€ting to the’ reading of 


that part of them, in which the affair of Mordecai 
was regiftered ; and if what the latter Targum fays 


is true, it was the more remarkable, that when 


 Herodot. Clio, five, 1. 1. c. 136. Strabo. Geograph. 1. 15. p. 504. 


™ Vid. Lipfium de crace, 1. 3. ¢. 13. 
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® Suetoniusin Galba, c.g. 


bed-chamber then in waiting : there is nothing done 
for him; not on that account, nothing more than 
what he had ; he had an office at court before, but 
was not advanced to any thing higher on this ac- 
count. 

y.4. And the king faid, Who is in the court, 
&c.] Being in hafte to confer fome honour on 
Mordecai for what he had done: now Haman was 
come into thé outward court of the king’s houfe ; tho’ 
it was early in the morning, being eager to get to 
the fpeech of the king before he was engaged in any 
bufinefs, to obtain a grant from him: to hang 
Mordecai on the gallows that be bad prepared for 
bim; of which he made no doubt of having, and 
therefore had prepared for it. * 

¥. 5. And the king’s fervants faid unto kim, Be- 

hold, 


1 Juftin. e Trogo, 1.18. ¢.7. Vid. ]. 22,¢. 7, 
* Urania, five, 1. 8. c. 85. 
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hold, Haman flandeth in the court, &c.J In the 
outward court; for into the inward court none 

« might enter without being called, for which he was 
waiting : and the king foid,, Let him come in; into 
his bed-chamber ; and ic was of God, no doubt, 
that Haman fhould be on the fpot at this very time, 
when the king was in the humour to do honour to 
Mordecai, and by him. - . . 

y. 6. So Haman came in, &c.) But was pre- 
vented fpeaking to the king about the bufinels he 
came upon by the following fpeech of the king: 
What foall be done unto the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to bonour ? he mentions not the name of 
any man, that he might the more freely, and un- 
biafledly, and difintereftedly give his advice ; nor 
might the king know of any refentment of Haman 
to Mordecai: (Now Haman thought in bis heart, To 

‘qhom would the king delight to do honour more than 
to myfelf?) who had been advanced above all the 
princes and nobles of the realm, and was now in 
fuch high honour both with the king and queen, 
with whom he was to be at a banquet that day ; 
and he might conclude, that by putting this que- 
ftion to him, he could have in view none but him- 
felf: Aben Ezra obferves, that fome from hence 

: gather, that this book was written by the fpirit of 
prophecy, becaufe none could know the thoughts 
of the heart but God; but though he believes it to 
be written by the Holy Ghoft, yet, as he obferves, 
Haman might difclofe this thought of his heart to 
his friends afterwards. 
¥. 7: And Haman anfwered the king, &c.] At 
once, being very prompt to fuggeft the honours he 
hoped to have done to himfelf: for the man whom 
the king delighteth to honour; \et the following 
things be done. 

y. 8. Let the royal apparel be brought which the 
king ufeth to wear, &c.] Not a whole fuit of 
clothes, but a fingle garment; the purple robe, as 
both the Targums, fuch as kings-wore; that which 
Cyrus appeared in public in was half purple, .and 
half white, and no other perfon. befides might wear 
fuch an one’; it was a capital crime with the Per- 
fians to wear any of the king’s apparel 5 Trebazus, 
an intimate of Artaxerxes, having begged an old 
gown of him, it was granted, on-condition that he 
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ride on, but to’ be led in ftate before him; 
though it is afterwards faid that Mordecai re 
horfeback, yet it might not be en the king” 
which might be only led; and what folloy 
to confirm it: and the crown royal which is 
bis bead ; or, let it be fet, &c. not onthe hi 
the man, but on the head of .the horfe; 
Aben Ezra; and which -fenfé is countenance 
the Targum, and by the Syriae verfion, and 
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ee 


proved of by Hatablus and De Dieu; and w :% 
order of the words require, the horte being 
mediate antecedent; and no mention is 1 | 

¥ 


the crown afterwards, as fet on the head of Mor- . 
decai; nor would Haman have dared to advifeto — 
that, nor could it be granted; but this was what. 
was wont to be done, to put the crown royal.on 
the head-of a horfe Jed in flate; and this we are 
affured was a cuftom in Perfia *, as it is with the’ 
Ethiopians to this day *; and fo with the Romans, 
horfes drawing triamphal chariots were crowned 7; 
which Tertullian calls* public horfes with their 
crowns. ed 
' ¥. 9. And let this apparel and horfe be delivered 
to the hand of one of the king’s moft noble sprinces, — 
&c.] The one, that they may array the man withal 
whom the king delighteth to honour’, and the other 
to-be led in ftate before him: and bring bim on 
horfeback through the fireet of the city; on another 
horfe, that all might fee what honour was done 
him: and proclaim before him; as before Fofepb, - 
when advanced next to Pharaoh, Gen. xli. 43. this. 
was not to be done by an_herald, but by a noble- 
man, to whom the apparel and horfe were to be 
delivered, and was done by Haman, ¥. a1. Thus + 
Joall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour ; thefe were the words faid in the procla- 
mation, fignifying this was the man the king de-’ 
lighted to honour, and this the manner in which 
he would have it done. ° 

¥. 10. Then the king faid to Haman, Make bafie, 
&c-] And without delay go into. the royal trea- 
fury, or wardrobe, as the Targum adds: and take - 
the apparel, the royal robe, the purple one, or one 
of the precious purple robes; and then, ag the 
fame Targum, go to the king’s’ ftable, and take 
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would not wear it, it being contrary to the laws of| place in the ftable, whofe name is Shiphregaz ; but. 


Perfia, but he, regardlefs of the order, appeared 
in it at court ; which affront to the king was fo re- 
fented by the Pexfians, that they were for punifhing 
him rigoroufly, according to the law, had not /r- 
taxerxes declared, that he had ordered him to ap- 
pear in that drefs as his fool 1; hence Artabanus, 


, though uncle to Xerxes, was very unwilling to obey | /itteth at the king’s gate, the perfon he meant this’ 


his orders, to pet on his royal robes, fit on his 
throne, and fleep on his bed-*; fo that this was a 
daring propofal in Haman,-which he would never 
have ventured to have made, had it not been for. 
the great confidence he had in the king’s favour: 
and the horse that the king rideth upon; the kings of 
Perfia, as Herodotus * relates, had horfes peculiar 
to them, and thofe were Nifean horfes, which 
were brought from Armenia, as Strabo fays', and 
were remarkable for their beauty “; and if the fame 


law obtained in Perfia as did in Fudea, no man| 


might ride on the king’s horfe any more than fit 
on his throne, or hold his fceptre ”; and perhaps 
this horfe here was not propofed for the perfon to 
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thence the king’s Aorfe, that ftands in rey ba 
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how the Targumif? came by the name of it, I 

not; however, it was not unvfual for kings to give’ 
a name to their favourite horfe, as Meas the 
great did to his called Bucephalus, and even for all’ 
kings of Perfia, as Darius Hy/ftafpis” : as thou baft 
Jaid, and do even fo to Mordecai the Few, that 


honour for he deicribes by name, by nation, 

by office, that there might be no-mittake + Jef -ne- 
thing fail of all that thou baft /poken; the king ob- 
jected not to any thing that had been ¢ d, 
and infifted on it, that every thing be de 
tually by Haman as he had adviled, and fror 
he could not with honour recede ; tho 
could be more mortifying to him to « 
he catrie to court, to 


: 
f 
aN 


al? 


doubt, though no mention is m 
\y ' . je ae 
ey tame «f 


oH lye Saat 


_* Herodot Polymnia, 
“ Julian. Opera, "par. 1. orat. 2. f 

col, 4008. y Alvarez Hift, Ethiop. 
4 Ce corona militis, ¢.13, 000 


) 


~ 
~ 


Ch. vii. %. 14. 


king made no objection to it, yea, commanded 
that nothing fail of what had been fpoken; but 
this was included in the pomp and ftate of the led, 
horfe : and brought him on horjeback through the 
treet of the city ; the moft grand and public part of 
it, thus arrayed, and in this ftate: and proclaimed 
before him, Thus foall it be done to the man whom 
the king delizbteth to honour , fee the note on ¥. g. 

¥.12. And Mordecai came again to the king’s 
gate, &c.| To attend his poft and office at court ; 
which confirms what has been already hinted, that 
he was in fome office in the court, which this 
phrafe is expreffive of, and not a porter at the gate ; 
for it is not probable he fhould return to fuch a 
ftation, after fo much honour had been done him; 
and much lefs that he returned to his fackcloth and 
fafting, as Farchi and the former Targum; fince he 
might, realonably conclude things were taking a 
turn in his favour, and thatof his people; though 
as yet he knew nor what fuccefs E/fber had had, to 
wait for which he returned to court: but Haman 
bafted to bis boufe,; puthed forward as faft as he 
could: mourning, at his fad difappointment: and 
having his head covered, through grief and forrow, 
confufion and fhame; fo Demojibenes, being hifled, 
went home with his head covered ‘, as contounded 
and afhamed to be feen *. 

v.13. And Haman told Zerefh his wife, and all 
bis friends, every thing that had befallen him, &c.] 
How he was prevented fpeaking to the king on the 
errand he went; inftead of which, he had the mor- 
tification of being obliged to do the honour to 
Mordecai which he thought would never have been 
given to any buthim/elf, and fo related the whole 
affair as above: then faid bis wife men; before 
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called his friends; perhaps they were magicians 
and footh-fayers he kept in his houfe, to advife 
with about the proper methods and times of ad- 
vancing himfelf, and deftroying his enemies : and 
Zerg bis wife unto him; who joined with the wife 
men in giving her opinion, and who fet up for 4 
knowing woman, and of whom Hamen thought 
highly : if Mordecai be of the feed of the Fews; as 
it was faid he was ; and therefore Haman had vowed 
and plotted revenge on the people of the Jews for 
his fake : before whom thou haft begun to fall, ashe 
did, by being obliged to execute the king’s will in 
doing him fo much honour : thou shalt not prevail 
againft him, to.get him hanged, or his people de- 
ftroyed, though he had prepared a gallows for the 
one, and had got an edict for the other: dt /halt 
furely fall before him; which might be concluded 
from his being fet above him, who would not fail 
of ufing his power and intereft to crufh him, who 
had fhewed himfelf to be fuch an implacable enemy 
to him; or they might have fome knowledge of 
the hiftory of the Jews, and of what wonderful 
things God often did for them, in defeating the 
defigns of their enemies; and in raifing them up 
from a low to an high eftate. 

¥. 14. And while they were yet talking with him, 
&c.]. About thefe things, and giving their opi- 
nion of the iffue of them, upon the pre:ent appear- 
ance of them: came the king’s chamberlains, and 
hafted to bring Haman unto the banquet that Efther 
had prepared, the time appointed for it being very 
near, or quite up, and Haman being backward and 
dilatory, having no ftomach to go to it, and per- 
haps fearing worfe things were coming upon him 
he fhould hear of there, 


Cena PIE 


ESTHER, being folicited by the king to tell 

him her petition, afks for her life and the lives 
of her people, who were fold to be deftroyed, y. 
1—4. the king, amazed at her requeft, enquires 
who was the perfon that dared to do fo vile a thing ; 
and was told by her, it was Haman there prefent, 
¥. 5, 6, on which the king went out into the gar- 
den in wrath, and returning, found Haman on 
Efther’s bed, which {till more incenfed him; and 
being told that Haman had prepared a gallows for 
Mordecai, the king ordered that he himfelf fhould 
be hanged upon it, which was done accordingly, 


¥.7—10. 


¥. 1, So the king and Haman came to banquet with 
Efther the queen.) Or, to drink with her *, that is, 
wine; for in the next verfe it is called a banquet of 
wine; fo they did according to the invitation the 
queen had given them, ch. v. 8. 


y.2. And the king faid again to Efther on thet 
fecond day, at the banquet of wine, &c.} This was, 


the third time he put the following queftion to her, 
being very defirous of knowing what fhe had to 
afk of him; and it was of God that this was kept 
upon his mind, and he was moved to folicit her 
petition, or otherwife it would not have been fo 
eafy for her to have introduced it: What is thy pe- 
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tition, queen Efther? and it foall be granted thee é 
and what is thy requefi? and it fhall be performed, 
even 40 the half of my kingdom, {ee ch. v. 3. 6. 

¥. 3. Then kifther the queen anfwered and /aid, 
&c.] Not rolling herfelf at the king’s knees, as 
Severus ‘ writes; but rather, as the former Zer- 
gum, lifting up her eyes to heaven, and perhaps 
putting up a fecret ejaculation for direction and 
fuccefs: if I have found favour in thy fight, O king ; 
as fhe certainly had heretofore, and even now: and 
if it pleafe the king, let my life be given me at my pe- 
tition ; not riches, nor honour, nor, any place, or 
poft at court, or in any of the king’s dominions 
for any friend of her’s, was lier petition ; but for 
her own life, that that might not be taken away, 
which was included in the grant the king had made 
to Haman, though ignorantly, to flay all the Fezws, 
fhe being one of them: and my people at my requeft ; 
that is, the lives of her people alfo, that was her 
requeft; her own life and her people’s were all the 
had to afk. 

y. 4. For we are fold, I and my people, to be de- 


ftroyed, to be flain, and to perifo, &c.] She makes 


ufe of thefe feveral words, to exprefs the utter de- 
ftruétion of her and her people, without any excep- 
tion; notonly the more to imprefs the king’s mind 
with it, but fhe has refpect to the precife words of 

the 


a See more inftances in Lively’s Chronology of the Perfian monarchy, p. 18, 19. 
ut biberent, V. L. Tigurine verfion ; ad bibendum, Pagninusy Montanus, Drufius, Vatablus. « Hit, 
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talents of filver Haman offered: to pay the king for 
the grant of it, when fhe fays, we are fold, or de- 
livered to be deftroyed: éut if we bad been fold for 
bond-men, and bond-women, I bad held my tongue 
fhould never have afked for deliverance from bon- 
dage, but have patiently fubmitted to it, however 
unreafonable, unjuft, and afflictive it would have 
been; becaufe it might have been borne, and there 
‘might be hope of deliverance from it at one time 
or another; though it is faid, flaves with the Per- 
fians were never made free®; but that being the 
cafe, would not have been fo great ‘a lofs to the 
king, who would have reaped fome advantage by 
their fervitude ; whereas, by the death of them, he 
mutt fuftain a lofs which the enemy was not equal 
to, and which he could not compenfate with all 
his riches; which, according to Ben Melech, is the 
fenfe of the next claufe: although the enemy could 
not countervail the king’s damage , or, for the enemy 
cannot, &c. the 10,000 talents offered by him, 
and all the riches that he has, are not an equiva- 
Jent to the lof the king would fuftain by the death 
of fuch a multitude of people, from whom he re- 
ceived fo large a tribute; but this the enemy re- 
garded not; and fo Yarchi interprets it, the enemy 
took no care of, or was concerned about the king’s 
damage; but there is another fenfe, which ben 
‘zra mentions, and is followed by fome learned 
men, who take the word for exemy to fignify dt- 
frefs, trouble, and anguifh, asin Pfiv. 1. and cxix. 
143. and read the words, for this diftrefs would not 
be reckoned the king’s damage*, or lofs; though it 
would have been a diftrefs to the ews to have 
been fold for flaves, yet the lofs to the king would 
not,be fo great as their death, fince he would re- 
ceive benefit by their fervice. . 

¥. 5. Then the king Akafuerus anfwered and faid 

unto Lfther the queen, &c.| The words in the ori- 
‘ginal text lie thus, and the king Aba/uerus faid, and 
be faid to Ether the queen, which doubling of the 
word does not fignify, as Farchi fuggetts, that be- 
fore he fpoke to her by a meffenger, or middle 
perfon, but now he knew fhe was of a royal fami- 
ly, he fpoke to her himfelf; but it is expreffive of 
the ruffle of his mind, and the wrath and fury he 
was in, that he faid it again and again, with a ftern 
countenance and great vehemence of fpeech: who 
is be? and where is he? who is the man? and 
where does he live? that durft prefume in bis heart 
to do fo; that has boldnefs, impudence, and cou- 
rage enough to perpetrate fo vile an aCtion: or that 
has filled bis heart *; the devil no doubt filled his 
heart to do it, fee 4s v. 3. but the king had ei- 
ther forgot the decree he had granted, and the 
countenance he had given him to execute it; or if 
he remembred it, he was now enraged that he 
fhould be drawn in to fuch an aétion by him; and 
perhaps till now was ignorant of E/ther’s defcent, 
and knew not that fhe would be involved in the 
decree. 

y. 6. And Efther faid, The adverfary and enemy 
is this wicked Haman, &c.] Who was not only 
an enemy to her and her people, but an adverfary 
to the king, by advifing and perfuading him to 
that which was to the lois of: his revenues, as Well 
as of his reputation ; alfo, fhe pointed at him, and 


gave him his juft character ; her charge of wicked-. 


& Alex. ab. Alex, Genial. dier. 1. 3. c. 20. 
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he decree, ch. iii. 13. as fhe has alfo to the 10,000 fnefs upon him, as it was true, it was honourably 
sales BC OF j made to his face before the king, of which, if he 
could, ~he had the opportunity of exculpating him- 
felf: then Haman was afraid before the king and the. 


Chivii. ¥. cag | 


cueen, gave vifible figns of his confufion, confter- 


nation, and trouble of mind, by the fall of his % 
countenance, his pale looks, his trembling limbs, — 


and quivering lips, being ftruck dumb, and not ~ 
able to fpeak one word for himfelf. . . 
y.7. And. the king arifing from the banquet of — 
wine in bis wrath, went into the palace-garden, &c.] 
Not being able to bear the fight of Haman, wha. 
had done fuch an injury both to himfelf and to the ~ 


queen; as alfo that his wrath might fubfide, and ._ 


he become more compofed and fedate, and be able 
coolly to deliberate what was fitting to be done in 
the prefent cafe: and Haman flood up to make requeft 
for his life to Ether the queen, hoping that her 
tender heart might be wrought upon to fhew mercy 
to him, and be prevailed on to intreat the king to 
{pare his life ; and this requeft he made in the moft” 
fubmiffive manner: for be faw that there was evil 


determined againft bim by the king ; he perceived it - 


both by the king’s countenance, by thé rage he went 


outin, and by the threatning words which he very — 


probably uttered as he went out. bow an 
'y. 8. Then the king returned out of the palace-gar- 
den, into the place of the banquet of wine, Sec.} 
Being a little cooler, and more compofed in his 
mind, fee ch. 1. 5. and Haman was fallen upon the 
bed whereon Ffther was; not the bed:fhe lay on to 


fleep in the night 5 (for it cannot be thought that it 


was a bed-chamber in which the banquet was) but 
on the bed or couch on which fhe fat or reclined at 
the banquet, as was the cuftom in the eaftern coun- 
tries; now, éy, or wear this, as the word may be 
rendered, Haman fell down, even at the feet of the 
queen, begging for mercy; and fome think he 
might embrace her feet or knees, as was the cu- 
ftom of the Greeks and Romans as they were fuppli- 
cating “; and fo it feems to have been with the 
jews, fee 2 Kings iv. 27. and being in this po- 
fture, it might appear the more indecent, and give 
the king an opportunity to fay as follows: then faid 
the king, Will be force the queen alfo before me in the 
houfe? that is, ravifh her ; not that he really 
thought fo; it was not a time nor place for fuch an 
action; nor can it be thought that Haman, in fuch 
terror and confufion he was in, could be fo dif- 
pofed; and befides there were others prefent, as 
the next claufe fhews: but this he faid, putting 
the worft conftruction on his actions, and plainly 
declaring his opinion of him, that he thought him 
a man capable of committing the vileft of crimes, 
and that his fupplications were not to be regarded : 
as the word went out of the king’s mouth, they covered 
Haman’s face, the fervants prefent, as a man un- 
worthy to fee the light; and they took what the 
king faid to amount to a fentence of condemnation, 
and that it was his will he fhould die; and: 
covered his face, as condemned malefaétors ufed to 
be; which was a cuftom among the Greeks and 
Romans, of which many inftances may be given’; 


though Aben Ezra fays, it was the cuftom of the. 


kings. of Perfia, that their fervants covered the 
face of him the king was angry with, that he 
might not fee his face any more, which was well 
y. 9. 
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known in the Perfian writings. 
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_¥. 9. And Harbonab, one of the  chamberlains, being ready prepared ; the king’s word was enough, 
faid before the king, &c.] One of the feven cham- being a fovereign and tyrannical prince. ; 
berlains, fee ch. 1. 10. his nathe, with Fo/epbus | y. to. So they banged Haman on the gallows that 
is Sabouchadas: bebold alfo the gallows 50 cubits he had prepared for Mordecai, &c.] Not within 
high, which Haman had made for Mordecai, who\his houte, y. g. but more probably in his court- 
had fpoken good for the king, fiandeth in the houfe of |yard, in the fight of his family and friends ; or it 
Haman this man perhaps had feen it there, when|may be, the gallows was taken from thence, and’ 
he went with others to fetch Haman to the banquet, |fet up without the city, where he was hanged ; for 
ch. vi. 14. the fin of Haman is aggravated by pre- |fo’tis faid in the additions of the book of Efther, ch. 
paring a gallows for a man before he was accufed |xvi. 18. that he was hanged without the gates of 
to the king, or condemned, or had a grant for his|Shujban, fee P/. vii. 1 5, 16. then was the king’s 
execution, and for a man that had well deferved of |worath pacified ; having inflicted punifhment on fuch 
the king for difcovering a confpiracy againft him,]a wicked counfellor of his, and the contriver of 
and whom now’the king had delighted to honour :|fuch mifchief. . 

then the king faid, Hang him thereon; immediately, ' 


> 
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ae chapter relates the gifts Abafuerus gave, y. 4. Then the king beld out the golden feepter tom 
to Ether and Mordecai, y. 1, 2. the fuit|wards Eber, &c.] As a token that the had not 
Efther made to him to reverfe the letters for the de-|incurred his difpleafure by coming into his prefence 
ftruction of the Fews, ¥. 3—6. which, though it| without leave, and that fhe was admitted to fpeak 
could not be formally granted, was in effect done]and make her requeft ; fee ch. v. 2, 3. /o Ether 
by letters fent to the Fews, giving them power tolaro/e and ftood before the king ; fhe rofe from the 
rife in their own defence, and flay their enemies, | ground on which fhe lay proftrate, and ftood upon 
¥. 7—14. the confequence of: which, and the ad-|her feet, in an humble manner to make her {peech, 
vancement of Mordecai, were matter of great joy|and prefent her petition to the king. 
to the Jews, ¥. 15;°16, 17. XY. 5. And faid, if it pleafe the king, andif Ibave 
ound favour in his fight, and the thing feem right be» 
ore the king, and I be pleafing in his eyes, &c.] This 
heap of phrafes, which fignify much the fame 
thing, are ufed to work upon the king’s affections, 
and to fhew how fubmiffive the was to his will : /et 
it be written to reverfe the letiers devifed by Haman 
the fon of Hammedatha, the Agagite, which be wrote 
todefiroy the Fews which are in all the king’s pro- 
vinces; fhe wifely takes no notice of any concern 
the king had in them, but fuggefts as that the 
looked upon them as forged by Haman, who puc 
the king’s name and feal to them, without his 
knowledge and confent. 
¥. 6. For bow can I endure to fee the evil that 
Joall come unto my people, &c.] 1 can’t bear it ; it 
will break my heart; I thall die to fee all my peo- 
ple maffacred throughout the realm ; the thought 
of it is fhocking and fhuddering, to fee it intole- 
rable : or how can I endure to fee the deftruGion of 
my kindred ? the fame thing in different words, and 
fomewhat more exprefs and explanative ; fhe ex- 


y. 1. On that day did the king Abafuerus give the 
houfe of Haman the Jews enemy, unto Bfther the 
queen, &c.] That and all the goods in it, and 
eftate belonging to it; which being confifcated to 
the king, he gave to E/ffber, who would have been 
the fufferer had his fcheme taken place; fo the Tar- 
gum adds, * and the men of his houfe, and all his 
treafures, and all his riches :” and-Mordecai came 
before the king ; was introduced into his prefence, 
became one of his privy counfellors, one of thofe 
that faw the king’s face, and fat firft in the king- 
dom, ch. i. 14. for Efther had told what he was 
unto ber ; what relation he ftood in to her ; her un- 
cle, according to the Vulgate Latin verfion, and ‘fo 
Aben Ezra and Fofephus ; but wrongly, for fhe was 
his uncle’s daughter ; fo that they were brother’s 
children, or own coufins, fee ch. ii. 7 

¥. 2. And the king took off bis ring which he had 
taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai, &c.] 
Which, with the Perfans, was a token of the 
ftrongeft affection and ftricteft friendfhip*; the] plains the evil coming upon: her people of the ut- 
Targum calls it his fignatory ring, that with which, ter deftru€tion of them, not barely an oppreffion, 
he figned laws, edicts, letters, patents, ce. and|but an extermination of them; and the makes ufe 
fo hereby made him keeper of the feals: and Efther|of a word expreflive of their relation to her, as 
Jet Mordecai over the bouje of Haman; appointed| more indearing, being her kindred; the and they 
‘bim her fteward of the eftate of Haman, the king being as it were of the fame family, and with 
had given her. whom fhe could not but fympathizein diftrefs. 

¥.3. And Efther fpake yet again before the king,| yt. 7. Then the king Abafuerus faid unto Efther 
&c.| Went into his prefence, without being called| the queen, and to Mordecai the Few, &c.] Who was 
for as before, with a new petition: and fell down prefent at the fame time, either at the defire of 
at bis feet, and befought him with tears ; the more| Efther, or by virtue of his office, being now one 
to work upon his affections, and move him to grant]of thofe that faw the king’s face, ¥. 1. bebold I 
her requeft ; which fhe might be the more encou-| have given Efther the houfe of Haman ; fee the note 

. raged to hope for, through the fuccefs fhe had al-|on y. 1. and him ther have hanged upon the gallows ; 
ready had : 40 put away the mifchief of Haman the\which she had prepared for Mordecai, ch. vii. to. 
Agagite, and bis device that he bad devifed againft\ becaufe be laid bis hand upon the Fews ; intended to 
the Jews; to revoke, abolifh, and make void aldo fo, and had prepared for it, and wrote letters 
mifchievous fcheme Hamanhad deviled againtt the|ordering their deftruétion on fuch a day ; now as 


Jews, to root out the whole nation of them in the|the king had fhewn favour to Eftber and Mordecai, 
Pirfian empire. and 


¥ Antiqu. }. 11. ¢. 6, §, 12. * Alex. ab Alex, Genial. Dier. 1. 1,.¢. 26. & I. 2. ¢. 19. 
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and had punifhed Haman for contriving mifchief}racers, that ran {wiftly : and riders on mules, | 
againft them and the Jews, which was publickly}mels, and young dromedaries ; which were all ¢ 
known, the people would be fearful of doing any{rent creatures, and f{wift ones, according t 
thing againft them, left they fhould incur the king’s}verfion, efpecially the latter ; fee Fer. ii. 23. wh 
difpleatyre ; and therefore might make themfelves}were a kind of camels, bur fwifter, and woul 
eafy about this matter; but however to give them|morethan 100 miles aday*; and as Diodors 
all the fatisfaction he could, he direéts them to dojeulus fays*, not lefs than 1500 furlongs: t 
as follows. it may be only one. fort are meant, namely mules, Se 
¥.8. Write ye alfo for the ews as it liketh you,\for the next word Abafhteranim in the Perfian lan- gm 
&c.] Whatever may be thought fit and proper for} guage figuifies mules * , and fo Abea Ezra interprets — 
their fafety and fecurity : in the king’s name, andjit, and likewife Kimchi and Ben Melech ; and ne laft 
feal it with the king’s ring; as the former letters; words may be rendered fons of mares, fo David de 
were : for the-writing which is written in the king’s|Pomis , that is, fuch mules as are gendered by he- 
. name, and fealed with the king’s ring, may no manjafles and mares; and fo the fame writer obferves, 
reverfe; which is a reafon both for the writing and that the word in the Arabic language fignifies. 
fealing of the prefent letters in this manner, and|mares ; and fuch mules that come from them he 
why the former could not be reverfed ; nor does it}fays are ftronger than thofe that come from ‘fhe- 
appear that they were, but that in virtue of themjaffes ; fo that the whole may be rendered to this 
the people had power. to rife and killthe ews onsfenfe, riders on mules, (which in the Perfian lan- 
the day appointed if they durft, or were fo difpofed ;|guage are called Abafbteranim), namely, fuch as are 
and thefe impowered the Fews to rife in their ownl/oxs of mares; and which, according to Alianus* 
defence, and kill all that made any attempts uponjand Péiny © are the {wifteft; though the Perfians 
them, for which they had the royal anthority ; and|had camels fwifter than are common elewhere, . 
thefe letters coming after the other, though theyjcalled revatrie, the goer, which trot as faft as an 


I. 4 


did not formally reverfe them, which might not be|horfe can gallop ¢. 


done, yet rendered them ineffectual. y. ut. Wherein the king granted the Jews which 
y¥.9. Then were the king’s feribes called at that\ were in every city to gather themfelves together, &c.} 

time, &c.] As they were to write the former letter,|[n fome part of the city they fhould chufe, and re- 

ch. iii. 12. 22 the 3d month, that is the month Sivan,|main in a body, being fufficiently armed: and fo 

on the. 23d day thereof ; which anfwers to part of|/Pand for their life; to defend themfelves, and fight 

May, and part of Yue; this was two months and] for their life, fhould any attack them, or attempt 

ten days after the writing of the former letters ; fojto take it away ; in fuch Cafe they might aét offen- 

long the Yews had been in diftrefs by reafon of them,]| fively, fogs to deftroy, to flay, and to caufe to perifh 

and was a juft rebuke upon them for not returning} all the power of the people and province that would 

to their own land when they might, as well as for|a/fault them; every army of them, or as many as 

other fins : and it was written (according to all that\thould join in a body,to attack them, any mighty 

Mordecai commanded) to the ‘fews ; Mordecai dic-jor powerful mob ; and not men only, but both 

tated to the fcribes, and ordered what they fhould|/ttle ones and women, and to take the fpoil of them for 

write; and which were fent to the Jews in the firft|a prey ; the fame words are ufed, and the fame 

place, partly to eafe them of their prefent diftrefs,)power is given them as were to their enemies, ch. 

and partly that they might prepare againft thatjiii.13. not that they made ufe of it tothe utmoft 

time for their defence, for which they had fufficient]extremity, it is certain they did notin one point, 

time, it being now more than nine months to it: jin taking the fpoil, ch. ix. 10, 15, 16. and fince 
and to the lieutenants, and the deputies, and the ru-|they {pared that, it is highly probable they {pared 

lers of the provinces, which are from India unto|women and children. : 

Ethiopia, 127 provinces ; the letters were directed to} y. 12. Upon one day, in all the provinces of king 

the fame magiftrates, in the feveral provinces as|4hafuerus, namely, upon the 13th day of the 12th 

the former, giving orders to them, that notwith-|mouth, which is the month Adar ;| The day ap- 

ftanding them they were to fuffer the ews to de-|pointed and fixed in the former letters for the de- 

fend themfelves, and not punifh them for what|ftruction of the Fews, ch. iii. 13. all 

fhould be done by them in felf-defence , fee ch. i.] y. 13. The copy of the writing for a commandment, 

1. and ii. 12. unto every province according to the\to be givenin every province was publifbed to all peo- 

avriting thereof, and unto every people after their lan-|ple, &c.). A copy of the letters fent to the gover- 

guage, and to, the Fews according to their writing,|nors of provinces ; the fum and fubftanceof them 
and according to their language ; fome provinces}was publifhed by an herald, or fixed in public 
fpoke the Perfian language, and ufed the character|places, that all might know the contents thereof ; 
of it, others Chaldee, others Syriac, &c. and wrotejand take care not to affault the Jews, as it would — 
in the ufual charaéters, as the Hews did in Hebrew,|be to their peril: and that the Fews foould be ready » 
and in the charaéters of that language ; and now|again/t that day to avenge them/elves on their enemies + 
thefe letters were written in the language and cha-| dbendana thinks this is to be reftrained te thofe that 
racter of the people of the feveral provinces they);were of the feed of malek, who were their ; rin- 
were fent to, that they might.be eafily read andjcipal enemies ; but no doubt it includes all that 
underftood. fhould rife upagainft them, tee 

_ yy. 10. And he wrote in the king Abafuerus bis| y.14. So the pots that rode upon.mules and cam 
name, and fealed it with the king’s ring, &c.| Which] went out, &c.] Or on the mules, which i 
gave the letters authority, and made them irrever- ee language were called Abafhteranim ; 


fible, and for this Mordecai had the king’s order,|deing bafiened and preffed on by the king’s Can 
¥. 8. and fent letters by pofis; by runners or cou-|ment ; who gave them a fpecial orderto Be 
‘riers: 0” horfeback, that rode on horfes that were hatte they could, that the Fews might haye 
. | od: 224 ae 
frofiteson 
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prepare for their defence, and their enemies be the 
more intimidated : end the decree was given at Shu- 


173 


lightfomenefs and chearfulnefs of fpirit, as ex- 


plained by the two next words: and gladnefs and - 


Joan the palace, the king’s counfellors agreeing to[/ey ; at the good news of their deliverance, fo un- 


it, and perhaps figning it, as they did the former ; 


fee ch. ili. 15. 


¥. 15. And Mordecai went out from the presence 
of the king, &c.| And walked or rode about in 
the city to fhew himfelf to his friends : i” royal ap- 
pare! of blue and white; fuch as the Perfan kings 
wore, and were not allowed to any other, as Xeno- 
phon writes®: and with a great crown of gold; a co- 
ronet, fuch as princes and’ nobles wear; the latter 
‘Targum calls it a great golden chain, and fuch the 


expected by them; thus light is explained by glad- 
nefs, Pf. xcvil. 11. and honour’; among men ; from 
their neighbours, who before were held in con- 
tempt, as a people doomed to deftruction. 

¥. 17. And in every province, and in every city, 
whitherfoever the king’s commandment and bis decree 
came, &c.| As they did to every province in the 
realm, and to every city in the province, where 
there were any Jews: the Jews had joy and glad- 
nels, a feaft and a good day, they. expreffed their 


eaftern kings ufed to give to their favourites; fee}|joy on this occafion by keeping a feftival, which in 


Dan. v.29. and with a garment of fine linen, and 
purple, this muft be an inner garment, fince it is 
diftin& from the royal robe ‘before mentioned ; 
though as the word fignifies a wrap, or roll, it. may 
defign a turbapt, which was a roll of linen wrapped 
about the head ; and fuch was the Perfian diadem, 
according to Curtius", which was of a purple co- 
Jour, mixed with white; and fo the Septuagint 
verfion is, and a diadem of fine linen, of a purple 
colour; and if fo, the.crown of gold was not worn 
on his head, nor is it likely it fhould be al- 
Jowed, but was carried before him, ‘fee the note on 
ch. vi. 8. and the city of Shufhan rejoiced and was 
glad; not only the Fews in it, but the native inha- 
bitants of it, that had any fenfe of humanity, ex- 
prefied their joy at the fight of Mordecai thus 
arrayed ; that io good aman was advanced at court, 
and fo bada man as Haman was difplaced and put 
to death; fee Prov. xxix. 2.0 

¥. 16. And the Jews had light, &c.| Profperity, 
as oppofed to the darknefs of adverfity in which 
they had been,’ fee J/. vili. 22. and ix. 3, 2. or 


CHA 


their language is called a good day ; and fuch an 
one is annually kept by them unto this day, on 
account of their deliverance; of which fee ch. ix. 


27, 28. and many of the people of the land became * 


Jews ; or were profelyted, as both the Zargums and 
Farchi interpret it ; they embraced the Few reli- 
gion, and fubmitted to the rites and ceremonies of 
it; were circumcifed, as in the Sep/uagint verfion, 
and fo were profelytes of rig¢hteoufnefs ; and indeed 
no other could they be, dwelling in their own Jand; 
many of them very probably were ferious in it, ob- 
ferving the wonderful manner in which the Jews 
were delivered; wherein manifeftly appeared to 
them the providence of God, the hand of the fu- 
preme being, and from hence concluded their God 
muft be the true God, and they his favourite 


people, and their religion rightett ; though others ~ 


might only do it to gain the favour of E/ther and 
Mordecai, who had now fuch ereat power and in- 
fluence ‘at court : for the fear of the Fews fell upon 
them; left they fhould be flain by them, in virtue 
of this new edict. 


Pei aX. 


N this chapter we have an account of the Hews|cree of the king; and notwithftanding the fecond, 


fi gathering together on the day fixed for theirjthey might hope to have it becaufe of their fupe- 
deftruétion to detend themfelves, which they did in|rior numbers : though it was turned to the contrary, 
all the provinces, and fmote their enemies; y¥.|\¢hat the Fews had rule over them that hated them; 
1—5. In Shufban the palace they flew the ten fons|it proved the reverfe, partly through the fecond 
of Haman and 500 men on that day, ¥. 6—11.{decree in favour of the Hews, and partly through 
and at the requeft of the queen they were allowed|the fear of them that fell upon their enemies; be- 
the next day to hang up his fons, when they flew|caufe the court was on their fide, and the officers 


300 men more, y. 12—15,. in the provinces they 
flew 75,000, and thofe in one day only, and 
the following days they kept as a feftival, but 


every where, and efpecially their God filled them 
with courage, and their enemies with terror. 

¥. 2. The Fews gathered themfelves together in 
their cities, throughout all the provinces of king Aba- 


they in Shufhan kept the two days following ; ¥.) 
16—19. and which two days were eftablithed by! /werus, 8¢c.] Wherever they lived: to lay band on 
Ejther and Mordecai as feltivals, to be obferved as! /uch as fought their burt; who not only threatned 
fuch in future ages, by the name of the days ofthem what they would do on this day, but were 
Purim, ¥. 2—32. rifen up in arms in queft of them: aad no man 

. could withftand them, for the fear of them fell upon 


‘ya. Now in the 12th month, that is the month all people; when they underftood that Haman was 


Adar, on the 13th day of the fame, &c.] Of which|hanged, and Mordecai the Few advanced, and that 
fee ch. iii. 13. when the king’s commandment and bis the queen herfelf was a Few, and that the Fews 
decree drew near to be put in execution even both|had the royal grant to act both defenfively and 
his commandments and decrees, the one impower-|offenfively ; and no doubt but the panic was of 
ing the enemies of the Jews on.that day to deftroy,;God. P 
them, and the other impowering the Fews to act] y. 3. And all the rulers of the provinces, and the 
both defenfively and offenfively againft their ene- lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, 
mies : in the day that the enemies of the Fews hoped, bleffed the Fews, &c.] Countenanced them and en- 
to have power over ibem by virtue of the firft de Jooutiged them, and gave them all affiftance in their 
powers 


& Cyro-peedia, 1. 8, ¢, 23. 
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power ; extolled them, as the word fignifies, lifted Shujhan, the number mutt be great in all the pro~ 
them them up, and fpoke well of them, or praifed vinces: now what is thy petition? and at y 
them, as the Targum: becaufe the fear of Mordecai\granted thee : or what is thy requeft further 2 
was.upon them, he being now chief minifter, they |/bal/ be done ; if this was not fufficient a 
might fear, if they took part with the enemies of|tory, whatever elfe fhe fhould afk for ould be 
the Yews againft them, they might be turned out granted, ied Ae a 
of their places. ¥. 13. Then faid Efther, If it pleafe the king, * 
¥. 4. For Mordecai was great in the king’s boufe,\8cc.] For fhe was all fubmiffion to his will: de 
&c.] Not only over E/fher’s affairs, but was one) be granted to the Fews which are in § +s for 


of the king’s counfellors, and was the chief mini-|no farther did the defire the grant to Kien ‘ 
{ter of ftate: and his fame went out throughout all the) to do to-morrow alfo according to this day's decree; 
provinces ; what a favourite he was of the king, as}one Targum makes the requeft only that they might 
well as a relation of the queen, and how. wife and keep the morrow as a feftival, but the other more. 
juft his adminiftrations were : for this man Morde- rightly, to do according to the decree of this day 
cai waxed greater and greater ; was more and more which was, to flay as many of their enemies as rofe 
in the king’s favour, and had offices of honour and up again{t them; and whereas many might flee and 
truft heaped upon him, and increafed both in hide themfelves, who were implacable enemies of 
wealth and power. the Jews, H/ther moves for a grant that the decree 
¥. 5. Thus the Fews fmote all their enemies with|might be continued for the next day, that thefe 
the firoke of the fword,-and flaughter, and defiruc- might be found out and flain; in which fhe fought 
tion, &c.] Some with fwords, and others with the glory of divine juftice, in their righteous de- 
clubs and ftaves; as the Targum; and fuch like|{truction, and the peace of the people of God, and 
flanghtering weapons of deftruétion : and did what}not private revenge, or to indulge malice: and let 
they would unto thofe that hated them; being then Haman’s ten’ fons be hanged upon the gallows; on 
entirely at their will, and under their power. which their father was ; this was deferred, though 
y. 6. And in Shufban the.palace the Jews flew and\they were already flain, for their greater reproach, 
defiroyed 500 men.| Not in the royal palace ; where|and for a terror to others, not to injure the people 
it cannot be thought the Fews had fo many enemies, |0f God ; and it was ufual with the Perfiens to hang 
or fuch’a bloody flaughter of them fhould be, made|perfons on a gallows, or fix them to a crofs, after 
there; but in the city, where the palace was: and|they were dead ; as Polycrates was by Oroites', and 
this may feem fomewhat wonderful, that there] Bagapates by’Paryfatiss. . 
thould fo many rife there againft the Jews, fonear| ¥: 14. dud the king commanded it fo to be done: 
the court, now altogether in the intereft of the}and the decree was given at Shufban, Sec, That the 
ews; but thefe were men no doubt of Haman’s| ews might have leave to feck out and flay the reft 
faction, and enraged at his difgrace and death, andjof their enemies.in Shufoan, on the 14th-day, in 
headed by his ten fons, who took the advantage offlike manner as they had on.the 13th: and they 
the decree to avenge his death; the Targum fays,| banged Haman’s ten fons ; on the fame gallows very 
thefe were princes of the houfe of Amalek. probably their father was-hanged; the Targum 
y. 7. 8.9.10. And Parfoandatha, aud Dalphon,|gives us the diftanee between each perfon hanged 
and A/paiha, and Poratha, and Adalia, and Arida-|thereon. -! 
tha, and Parmafbta, and Arifai, and Aridai, and\| y.15. For the Fews that were in Shufhan, ga- 
Vajezatha, the ten fons of Haman the fon of Hamme-|thered themfelves together, on the fourteenth day aljfo 
datha;, the enemy of the. Fews, flew they, 8cc.]\ of the month Adar, &c.) As they had on the 13th: 
Along with the 500 men, at the head of which and flew 300 men at Shufban; the Targum adds, of 
they were: but on the Jpoil laid they not their bands;|the family of Amalek ;-but there is no reafon to 
though they were allowed bythe edi& to do it, ch.|confine it to them ; it refpects all fuch as were the 
viii. 1. but this they did not, that it might appear|enemies of the Yews, and rofe up againftthem ; 
that they did not take away their lives from a co-|{o that the whole number flain in Shufhan were 800 
_-vetous defire of their eftates, but purely in felf-de-]perfons, befides the fons of Haman: but on the 
fence ; and they might do this, the more to ingra-|prey they laid not their band; fee the note on ¥. to. 
tiate themfelves to the king, to whom the goods} y. 16. But the other Fews that were in the king’s 
and eftates of thefe men would be confifcated. provinces, gathered themfelves together, &c.] Ina 
y. 11. On that day the number of thofe that were|body, in their refpective provinces and cities : and 
iain in Shufhan the palace, was brought before the\ftocd for their lives; defended themfelves againit 
king.| Hither by order of the king, that he might} thofe that attacked them: and had ret from their 
know how many enemies the Fews had in the city,|enemies ; that felf fame day ; all being deftroyed by 
and how many of his fubjeéts had been lain; orjthem, and none daring to appear againft them : 
officioufly by others, with an intention to irritate|and flew of their foes 75,000 men; that is, in all 
the king againft the Fews. the provinces put together: but they laid not their 
y.12. And the king faid unto Eftber the queen,\ bands on the prey, fee the note, ¥. 10, 
&c.] After the account had been brought in to] y. 17. Om the 13th day of the month Adar, &e.J 
him: The Fews have flain and deftroyed 500 men in\ This belongs to the preceding verfe ; and the mean- 
Shufhan the palace , the Targum adds, of the feedjing is, that on this day the fews gathered toge-- 
of Amalek: and the ten fons of Haman; which very|ther and flew fo many thoufand of their enemi 
probably were all he had ; though the Targum, in|before related: and on the 14th day of the fame, ~ 
y. 14, makes mention of yo fons that Zerefh hisirefted they, and made it a feaft of peace arts 
_ wife fled with: what have they done in the reff ofthat they were delivered out of the hand Of their — 
the king’s provinces ?. that could not be faid ;. but it| enemies, who hoped and expected on that day to 
might be concluded, that if fo many were flain in| have made an utter end of them; according to the 
. 
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Jewife canons', mourning and fafting on this day 


were forbidden, but feafting and gladnefs were to 
be multiplied. 
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ioy, and from mourning unto a food day; for in this 
month Adar, on the 3th day. of it, they expected to 


have been all deftroyed, which had occafioned great 
¥. 18. But the Jews that were at Shufhan affem-\forrow and mourning in them; but beyond their 


bled together on the 1 3th day thereof, and on the 14th expectation, in the fame month, and on the felf- 
day thereof, &c.] Of the month Adar; that is,\fame day of the month, they had deliverance. and 
they gathered together to defend themfelves, and|freedom from their enemies ; which was matter of 
deftroy their enemies, on both thefe days, having|joy, and made this day a good day to them: shat 
the decree renewed for the 14th they had for the|they fhould make them days of feafing and joy, keep 
13th: and on the 15th day of the fame they refted,|both the 14th and 1 5th days of the month as fefti- 
end made it a day of feafing and gladnefs. as the\vals, eating and drinking, and making all tokens 
ews in the provinces did on the r4th. 


of joy and gladnefs, though not in the Bacchana- 
¥. 19. Therefore the Fews of the villages, that\ian way, in which they now obferve them; for 


dwelt in the unwarled towns, made the 14th day of\they fay", a man is bound at the feaft of Purim to 
the month Adar a day of gladne/s and feafting, &c:]\exhilarate or inebriate himfelf until he does not 
Farchi oblerves that thofe in the villages, who are|/know the difference between curfed be Hamay and 
they that don’t dwell in walled towns, obferved the] blefled be Mordecai: and of fending portons one to 
34th, and they in towns furrounded with walls the| another and thefe now-confitt of eatables and drink- 
15th, as Shufhan, and this circumvallation, he|ables; and according to the ‘Fewi/b.canons®, a man 
fays, muit be what was from the days of ¥o/bua ;| mutt fend two gifts to.his friends at leaft ; and they 
according to the Fecwi/d canons, every place that was|:hat multiply them-are moft commendable; and 
walled trom the days of Fefbua the fon of Nun,\thofe are fent by men to men, and by women to wo- 
whether in the Jand of J/rae/ or out of it, though|men, and not on the contrary : and gifts to the poor; 
not now walled, they read (7. e. the book of Eiher}\alms money, as thé Targum, to purchafe food and 
on the 15th of Adar, and this is called a walled|drink with, nor may they ufe it to any other pur- 
town; but a place which was not walled in the|pofe ; tho” fome fay they may do what they will with 
days of 7c/kua, though now walled, they read inlit?; and a man muft not give lefs than two gifts 
the 14th, and this is called a city; but the city|to the poor; thefe are called the monies of Purim 7, 
Shujban, though it was not walled in the days of} y. 23. And the Jews undertook to do as they bad 
Fofbua, they read on the ‘15th, becaule in it was|begun, and as Mordecai had writen unto them.) 
done a miracle" ; and each of thefe was kept as a] They engaged to keep thefe two days as feftivals 
day of public rejoicing for their great deliverance|annually, as they had at this time done; not in a 
and freedom from-their enemies: aad a good day;\religious but in a civil way, not as parts of reli- 
as the ews ufually call the feveral days of the|gious worfhip, and as additions to and innovations 
paflover, pentecoft, and tabernacles : and of fending\of the law, but by way of commemoration of a ci- 
portions one to anotber ; expreflive of mutual joy,|vil benefic which they ‘had received; and yet we 
and congratulating one another upon the happinefs|find in after times that this was {crupled by fome 
they fhared in; fee Rev. xi 10. and particularly|as an innovation; for we are told‘ thar there were 
this may refpect fending gifts. to the poor, who|&s elders, and more than 30 of them prophets, 
had not that.to rejoice and make. merry with, others|who were diftrefled about this matter, fearing it 
had; fee Neb. viii. 10. though thefe feem to be}was an innovation. 


diftinc from them, ¥. 22. ¥. 24. Becaufe Haman the fon of Hammeda tha the 

¥. 20. And Mordecai wrote thefe things, &c.]\Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devifed 
The tranfactions of thofe two days, and the caufes|again/t the Fews to deftroy them, . &c.| . Had formed 
of them, as well as the following letter ; fome con-|a defign to exterminate them from the whole Per- 
clude from hence, that he was the pen-man of the] fan empire in one day :.and bad caft Pur, (that is, 
book ; and fo he might be, but it does not necef-|¢he lot) to confume them, and to deftroy them; had 
farily follow from hence: and fent letters unto all\caft lots to find out what would be the moft lucky 
the Fews that were in all the provinces of the king|day in the year for him todo it on, and the moft 
Abafuerus, both nigh and far. ; fuch as were near unlucky and unfortunate to the Fews; and, ac- 
the city Sbufhan, and thofe that were at the greateft|cording to the lot, the 1 3th of Adar was pitched 
diftance from it; thefe were more efpecially the|upon ; this and the following verfe give the reafons 
things he wrote. for obferving the above ‘two days as feftivals. 

¥. 21. To flablifh this among them, &c.] That| y. 26. But when Efther came before the king, 
it might be a fettled thing, and annually obferved|&c.] To requeft of him her life, and the life of 
in all-future generations, what they had now done :|her people : be cormanded: by letters, that bis wicked ° 
that they foould keep the 14th day of the month Adar,| device which he devifed againft the Fews, fhould re- 
and the 15th day of the fame, yearly ; as the former|turn upon bis own bead; that wisereas his wicked 
had been obferved by the Yews in the provinces,|{cheme was to deftroy all the ews, the king, by 
and both by thofe in Shujfhan, ¥. 17, 18, 19. as{his fecond letter, gave orders that the ews fhould 
feftivals in commemoration. of their great deli-|have liberty to defend themfelves, and deftroy their 
verance 5 hence the 14th of Adar is called the day|enemies which rofe up againft them; and the 
of Mordecai, being eftablifhed by him ;’2 Maccad.| friends and. party of Haman were entirely cut off ; 
XV. 37. mi, 7 and that he and bis fons foould be banged on'the gal- 

¥. 22. As the days wherein the Fews refted from\lows ; which he had prepared for Mordecai; not 
their enemies, 8cc.| Having flain all thofe that rofe|that they were ordered. to be hanged together, nor 
up againft them, and affaulted. them: and the|were they; Haman was hanged before on the 
month which was turned unto them from forrow to\23d day of the month, but his fons not till 


the 
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176 ESTO 
the law fhould.be omitted, and’ all commani 
fervice, than the reading this volume, that fo a 
might be acquainted with this wonderfi 
france, and keep itin mind, steps 
¥. 29. Then Efther the queen, the daught of a 
bibail, and Mordecai the Few, wrote with all au-" 
thority, 8c. } Strongly preffing the ei . 
of this feftival; before, Mordecai only recommended 
it, but now the queen gave a fanction to it, and 
laid her obligation on the Fezws to obferve it; pe 
haps fome of the Fews were backward’ to i 
neglected to obferve it, and thereforeE fiber andM 
decai joined in a letter to. them, to prefs them ta 
it: the Jewi/> chronologer * fays, this was written 
the year following ; the former Targum is, they 
wrote this whole volume, and the ftrength of the 
miracle, or fet the: miraculous deliverance in the 
ftrongeft light, with this view, to confirm this fe- 
cond letter of Purim; that it might have its weight 
and influence upon them, to engage them to keep 
it, as the latter Targum adds,; that when it was 
an iptercalary year, they might not read the Afe- 
gillab (or book of £fker) in the firlt Adar, but - 
in the fecond Adar. . ios 

¥. 30. And he fent letters unto all the Fews, &c.] 
That is, Mordecai did, figned in the queen’s namic, 
thofe days) priefts, Levites, Nethinim, Ifraelites,jand his own: to the 127 provinces of the i igdom 
men, women, and profelytes, and fervants made |ef Abafuerus ; among which was Fudea, that was 
free, and they train up little ones to read it :” /o|become a province, firft of the Chaldean, now of 
as it foould not fail; of being obferved, fo as no|the Perfian empire, fee Ezra v. 8. to whom alfo 
man ‘fhould tranfgrefs it, or pafs it over: ¢het they |thefe letters were fent, directing and ordering the 
feould keep thefe two days; the 14th and 15th of| Jews there to obferve thefe days, ‘who were alfo 
the month ddar or February : according to their wri-|concerned in the deliverance wrought : with words 
ting ; in this book, the book of E/ther,which was to | of peace and truth , exhorting them to live in peace 
be read, as Aden Ezra, written in the Hebrew cha-|with one another, and their neighbours, and to 
racter, as the Targum; that is, in the {rian cha-|conftancy in the true religion ; or wifhing them all 
racter, as Farchi , the fquare character as they call|peace and profperity in the moft loving and. fin- 
it: and according to their appointed time every year ;|cere manner. ee 
whether fimple or intercalated, as 4ben Ezra ob-| ¥. 31. To confirm thefe days of Purim im their 
ferves: in an intercalary year, the Yews have two |times appointed, &c.] The 14th and 15th of Adar: 
Adays, and though they keep the feaft of Purim on \according as Mordecai the Few, and Ether the queen 
_ the 14h of the firft Adar, yet riot with fo much bad enjoined them, in the letters written and figned 
mirth, and callit the lefier Purim; but in the 2d|by them both: and as they had decreed for them- 
Adar, they obferve it with all its ceremonies‘; fo in |/elves, and for their feed ; fee ¥. 27. the matters of 
their canon, they don’t keep Purim, but inAdar that | their faftings and their cry ; in commemoration of 
is next to Nifan or March, that redemption might |their deliverance from thofe diftreff’s and calami- 
be near redemption ; the redemption of Mordecai, |ties which occafioned faftings and prayers during 
near the redemption of Moj/es*, the time of them ; and to this fenfe is the former 

¥. 28. And that thefe days thould be remembered, |Targum ; though it is certain the Fews obferve the 
and kept throughout every generation, every family,{13th day, the day before the two days, as a,faft, | 
every province, and every city, &c.) And accord-jand which they call the faft of E/fber”, and have 
ingly thefe days are commemorated by them now, |prayers on the feftival days peculiar to them ; but 
and by all their families, and all in their families |the fenfe en Ezra gives feems beft, that 4s the 
capable of it ; and thefe words, every province, and | Yews had decreed to keep the fafts, mentioned in 
every cily, are ufed, as Aben Ezra obferves, left a}Zech. vii. 5. fo they now decreed to rejoice in the 
man fhould think he was not bound to keep this feaft|days of Purim. ae ' 
where there were no Yews; for let him be where he} ¥. 32. And the decree of Efther confirmed thefe 
may, he is obliged to keep it: and that thefe days|matters of Purim, &c.) As a feftival to be ob- 
of Purim fhould not fail among the Fews; or the|ferved by the Jews in future generations : and it 
obfervance of them be neglected and ceafe : nor the|was written in the book; either in this book o 
memorial of them perifo from their feed , neither the| Efther ; or in the public acts and chronicles of 4 
memorial of them, nor of the reafon of keeping now . 


kings of Perfia ; or in a book by itfelf, now lof 
them ; wherefore on thofe days they read the whole ers are,” 
book of E/fher, fairly written on a roll of parch- 


as aben Ezra thinks, as many others are, we re 
ment, and are careful that none omit the reading 


the 14th day of the 12th month; fee ch. vii. 10. 
and viii. g. and ix. 13. 14. : 

y¥. 26. Wherefore they called thefe days Purim, 
after the name of Pur, &c.| The lot; becaufe of 
the lots caft by Haman ; {ee ch. iiin 1. Therefore for 
all the words of this letter, in'obedience to wha 
Mordecai wrote in his letter to the ews, and be- 
-caufe of the things contained in it: and of that 
which they had feen concerning this matter; with 
their own eyes, in the feveral provinces where 
their enemies rofe up to affault them, but were de- 
ftroyed by them : and what ‘had come unto them, by 
report; as the fall of Haman, and advancement 
of Mordecai, and the favours fhewn to Lfber and 
her people ; all this belongs to the following verfe, 
containing the reafons ot the Yews appointment 
and engagement to obferve the days of Purim. 

¥. 27: The Fews ordained, and took upon them, 
and upon their feed, and upon all fuch that joined 
themfelves unto them, &c.] Who became profe- 
lytes to their religion ; that is, they appointed the 
above two days as_feftivals, and engaged for them- 
felves, for their children, and all profelytes, to 
oblerve them as fuch; and one of their canons ‘ 
runs thus; ‘ all are obliged to read the Megillah 
(the book of Ether, which they always read on 


of in {cripture, as the books of the Chronicles 


the kings of Zrael and Fudab, &c. yo 
of it; rather, they fay “, the reading and learning |: Gee = 
§ Lebuth & Schulchan, ib. c. 689. §. 1. t Vid. Buxtorf. Synagog. Jud. c. 29. p. 6a, aS ‘aa, ‘bam. 
par. t. €.67. §. 1. ’ Lebuth & Schulchan, ib. ©. 687. §. 2.: ra : Geter Olam Rabba, ¢. 2¢ p.87. 
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pees chapter is very fhort, and juft makes 
mention of a trioute /ba/uerus laid on his 
realm, y. 1. refers to the Perfian chronicles, both 
tor the greatnefs of him, and of Mordecai, and 
is clofed with the character of the latter, ¥. 3. 


y..1. And the king Abafuerus laid a tribute on the 
land, and upon the ifles of the fea.| | Which include 
all his dominions, both on the continent, and on 
the fea, the Agzan fea; though Aven Ezra thinks 
it regards fuch as were not under his government, 
but ftood in fear of him, of whom he demanded 
tribute. If Aba/uerus was Xerxes, perhaps his ex- 
chequer might be drained by his wars with the Gre- 
cians, which put him upon this ; though fome un- 
derftand this of his renewing the taxes and tribute, 
which he remitted upon his marriage with Ejiber, 
ch, i. 18. 

y. 2. And all the aéis of bis power, and of bis 
might, 8c.) As Xerxes was avery mighty and 
powerful prince : and the declaration of the great- 
nels of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him , 
the hiftory of that, and which tended not a little 
to the greatnefs, dignity and profperity of the king 
himfelf, and his whole kingdom: are they not writ- 
ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media 
and Perfia? to which the reader is referred by the 
writer of this book, the which were in being in 
his times, but now loft: had they been preferved, 
they might have been of great ufe to lead into the 
hiftory of the Medes and Perfians, which for want 
of them is,very dark and intricate ; the writer of 
this book having nothing farther to do with it, than 
as it related to the affairs of the Fews. 


« #P.70. Ed. Hottinger. 
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¥. 3. For Mordecai the few was next unto Aba- 
Juerus, 8c.) The fecond man in the Kingdom, 
the principal of the counftllors, and prime mini- 
fter of ftate: and great among the Jews, highly 
refpected by them, in great honour and efteem 
with them, for which there was great reafon: and 
accepted of the multitude of his brecbren ; or of many, 
of moft, of the greateft part of them; for let a. 
man be ever fo deferving, there are fome that will 
envy his greatnefs, cavil at every thing done by 
him, and {peak evil of him without any juft rea- 
fon : feeking the wealth of his people, their good, 
their welfare and happinefs, temporal and {piritual : 
and {peaking peace to all bis feed ; not only to his 
family, but to all the ews who were of the fame 
feed with him, the feed of Abraham, either fpeak- 
ing to them in an humble and condefcending man- 
ner, being very humane, affable, and courteous ; 
or fpeaking for them to the king, afking. of him 
for them what might conduce to their peace, pro- 
fperity and happinefs. No mention is made in this 
hiftory of the death and burial, either of Mordecai 
or Efther ; but the author of Cippi Hebraici fays*, 
that Mordecai was buried in the city of Shu/han, 
and that all the ews in thofe parts affemble at his 
grave on the day of Purim, and fing fongs, play- 
ing on tabrets and pipes, rejoicing that there was 
a miracle wrought ; and the fame writer fays*, they 
do the like at that time at the grave of Ether, half 
a mile from Tzephat, read this book that bears her 
name, eat, drink and rejoice. Benjamin of Tudel@ 
fays*, they were both buried before a fynagogue, 
at a place called Hamdan. $ 


' 
a Ib. p. 64. 


> Itinerar. p. 96. . 


Vor. Ill. N°, 6. 


JOB, 


to love or defire, and fo it fignifies defire or de- 
light, and is the fame with Dejiderius or Erafmus 5 
hence Fob is called by Suidas ® revmobri]os, exceed~_ 
ing defirable; but Hillerus * deriving it from. the 
fame root, makes it to fignify juft the reverfe, with- 
out defire, or not defirable ; and: fuppofes it to be 
a compound of 21? defire, and '® mot; but the 
generality of writers derive. it from 3%, to be at 
enmity, and fo it fignifies one that is expofed to. 
the hatred and enmity of men, or one thatis a 
hater and enemy of wicked men; or, as Schmidt® 
interprets it, a man zealous for God, and fhewing 
hatred to wickednefs and wicked men on his ac- 
count, Who Yod was, it is not eafy to fay; not’ 
the fame with Fobabd, of the race of E/au, as eo 
Gen. xxxvi. 33. Arifteas * fays, be was a fon of- 
you himfelf by his wife -Befara, and was fir 
called Fobam , nor the fame with od a fon of vi] 
char, Gen. xlvi. 13. nor was he a defcendant ob 
Abraham by Keturab; but rather fprung from Uz, 
the firft-born of Nabor, brother of 4braham,. 
Xxil. 21. who gave name to the country where 
Job lived, as Buz his brother did to that of which _ 
Elibu was, and as Chefed, dnother brother of Uz, — 
did to the Cha/dim or Chaldeans, who were both 
near to Fob. It is alfo not agreed in what time 
Job lived ; Maimonides’ fays, of their writers fome_ 
place him in the times of the patriarchs, fome in 
the times of Mo/es, others in the times of David, 
and others fay, that he was of the wile men of 
Babylon ; and fome add, that he was of them that 
came out of the captivity there, and had a fchool 
at Tiberias, as fay the Talmudits ", who give very 
different accounts of him: fome fay he was in the — 
times of the judges ; others in the times of the — 
ueen of Sheba; and others in the times of Abafue- 
ie ; but the more general opinion is, ‘a: 
the more probable, that he was born when the 
Ifraclites went down into Egyp/, and that he was 
dead when they came from thence": in ort, they 
place him almoft in all the ages from ae 
the Babylonif- captivity, and after its and even 
Luther ° was of opinion, that he lived in the per 


PUIG? s2 HIS book, in the Hebrew co- 
: Coal J pies, generally goes by this 
se : name, from 70, who is how- 

ever the fubject, if not the 
writer of it. In the Vulgate 
Y, Latin verfion it is called she 
book of Fob; in the Syriac ver~ 
AS ip fion, the writing of 7od; and 

in He trobie “the writing or book of Fob the jutt. 
In forhe Hebrew bibles it “ftands between the book 
of Proverbs and the Song of Solomon; but,, accord- 
ing to the Talmudifts*, it fhould ftand between the 
Pfalms of David and the Proverbs of Solomon. Some 

have made a queftion of it, whether there ever was 
fuch a man as Fob, and fuppote this book .not to 
be a real hiftory, or to contain matters of fact,” but 
to be written under fictitious names, and to be 
parabolical, and that it is defigned to fet forth an 
example of patience in fuffering ; affliction ; and fome 
of the Fewi/b writers ° affirm, that Yod never was in 
being, and that this book isa parable, apologue, 
or fable ; and to this Maimonides * himfelf inclines ; 
but this opinion is juftly rejected by Aben Ezra, 
Peritfol, and others ; for that there was fuch a man, 
is as certain as that there were fuch men as Noab 
and Daniel, with whom he is mentioned by the 
prophet Ezekiel, ch. xiv. 14. and the teftimony of 
the apoftle Hames is full to this purpofe, who fpeaks 
of him as a perfon well known, and not to be 
doubted of ; of whom, and of whofe patience,. the 
Fews he writes to had heard much, Jam. v. 11. 
befides, the names of the countries where he and] 
his friends lived, the account given of his family, 
and of his fubftance, both before and after his 
affiictions, fhew it to be a real hiftory. Learned 
men are not agreed about the fignification of his 
name; according to Ferom“, it fignifies a magi- 
cian, taking it to be the fame with 3)N od ; and 
fome Fewilb writers ° place him with Balaam and 
Jethro, as the counfellors of Pharaoh againft the 
Lraelites, for which he was, afflicted: the fame 
ancient father renders the word grieving and how!- 
ing; others, as Spanbeim‘, derive it from aN, 


. eek 
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Ch. 1 . ¥. Ie . 
‘of Solomon, for which there is no more reafon than 
’ for the reft :.it feems moft probable that he liyed 
before Mofes*, at leaft betore the giving of the 
law to him, fince no mention is made of it in this 
_ book, nor any reference to it; whereas there is to 
things more ancient, as the general deluge, the 
burning of Sodom, &c. the law concerning facri- 
— fices only-to be offered by priefts, was not as yet 
* given ; for Fob offered facrifices as being the head 
ot his family, and fo did his three friends, ch. i. 5. 
and xlii. 8. The length of his life beft agrees 
with the times before Mo/es, for in his time the age 
of man was reduced to 70 years ; whereas od mutt 
live 200 years or more, fince he lived 140 after 
his refloration : add to this, that this book feems 
to have been written before any idolatry was in the 
‘ world, but the worfhip of the fun and moon, ch. 
xxxi. 25, 26. and before there were any writings 
divinely infpired, fince there is no appeal to any 
in the whole controverfy between od and his friends; 
but the appeal is made to men of years and wif- 
dom, and to traditions of former times, ch. v.-1. 
and viii. 8, 9, 10. and xv. 18, and xxi. 29. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Owen °, Fob lived 350 years after 
the difperfion at Badel, abour A.M. 2100. It is 
alfo greatly controverted who was the writer of this 
book ; fome afcribe the writing of it to J/aiah the 
prophet ; others to Solgmon, as Luther"; others to 
one of the prophets who was an Idumaean ; but moft 
to Mofes, 1o the Jews * fay, that he wrote his own 
book, the fection of Balaam and Fob. Some think 
that he wroté it when in Midian, for the comfort 
and encouragement of the Hebrews afflicted in Egypt 
at that time, and who might hope to be delivered 
out of their afflictions, as this good man was deli- 
yered out of his; and this, ’tis fuppofed, accounts 
for the ufe of many Arabic words in it; M- 
dian being in Arabia, where Mofes having lived 
fome years, had mixed their language with his 
own. Some are of opinion, that he met with this 
book when in thofe parts, which he found either 
in the Arabic or Syriac language, and tranflated it 
into Hebrew * for the ufe of the J/raelites; and 
others think it was written by 70d’s friends, and 
particularly by Ez, which is concluded from ch. 
XXxii. 15, 16. but it is moft probable that it was 
written by Fob himfelf, or at leaft compiled from 
his Diary or Adverfaria kept by him, or from thofe 
of his friends, or from both, and that it was writ- 
ten in the language it is now in: but be it written 
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N this chapter Hod, the fubject of the whole 

book, is defcribed by his native country, by 
his name, by his religious character, and by his 
family and his fubftance, ¥. 1 — 3. a particu- 
lar relation is given of his children feafting toge- 
ther, and of 7od’s conduct during that time, y¥. 4, 
5. of a difcourfe which paffed between God and 
fatan concerning him, the iflue of which was that 
fatan obtained leave of God to afflict od in his 
outward affairs, ¥. 6-—12. then follows an account 
of his feveral loffes, of his oxen, theep, camels, 
afies and fervants by the Sabe@ns, Chaldeans, and 
fire from heaven, and of his fons and daugh- 
ters by the fall of the houfe in which they were, 
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by whom it may, there is no doubt to be made of 
the divine authority of it; as appears from the 
fublimity of the ftile, the fubjeét-matter of it, its 
agreement with other parts of the facred writings, 
and particularly from a quotation of a paffage out 
of ch. v. 13. by the apoftle Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 19. 
fee alfo ch. y¥ 17. compared with Hed, xii. 52 
The defign of it is not only in general to affert and 
explain the doctrine of providence, as Maimonides 
obferves ; but in particular to thew, that though 
good men are afflicted, yet fooner or later they 
are delivered out of their afflictions ; and that it be- 
comes them to bearfthem patiently, and not murmur 
at them; nor complain of God on account of them, 
whofe ways and works are unfearchable, and who 
gives no account of his matters to men, but is fo- 
vereign, wife, and juft in all he does; and what- 
foever is done by him iffues in the good of his peo- 
ple, as well as in his own glory, as the event fhews. 
This book may be confidered either as an hiftory 
of the life of ‘fob, in which an account is given 
of him in his profperity ; of his afflictions, and 
how they came upon him; of a vifit paid him by 
his friends, and of the difcourfes that paft between 
him and them, and of his reftoration to greater 
affluence than he enjoyed before: or as a drama 
or dialogue confifting of divers parts, and in which 
various {peakers are introduced, as God, Satan, 
Fob, his wife and friends; or as a aifpute, in 
which Yod’s three friends are the opponents, him- 
felf the refpondent, Eibu the moderator, and God 
the umpire, who fettled and determined the point 
in queftion. It contains many ufeful things in it 


‘concerning the Divine Being, and the perfections 


of his nature, his wifdom, power, juftice, good- 
nefs and fovereignty ; concerning the works of cre- 
ation and providence ; concerning original fin, and 
the corruption of mankind; concerning redemp- 
tion by Chrift, and good works to be done by 
men; and concerning the refurrection of the dead, 
and eternal life. Some think Fob was a type of 
Chrift in his afflictions and fufferings ; in his pa- 
tience under them, and deliverance out of them ; 
in his exaltation to an high pitch of happinefs and 
profperity ;. and in his interceffion for his friends. 
He is in many things worthy of imitation, though 
in others to be blamed, and not followed ; and on 
the whole, this book of his may be read with great 
pleafure and profit. 


5 


4 
throogh a violent wind, ¥. 13—19. and, the chap- 
ter is concluded with the agreeable behaviour of 
Fob in the midft of all this, ¥. 20—22. 


y. 1. There was a man in the land of Uz, whofe 
name was Fob, &c.| Of the fignification of his 
name, fee the argument of the book. ‘The place 
where he dwelt had its name not from Uz, a de- 
{cendant of Shem, Gen. x. 23. butfrom Uz, a fon of 
Nabor, brother to Abrabam, Gen. xxii. 21, unlefs 
it can be thought to be {fo called from Uz, of 
the children of Seir, in the land of Edom; fince we 
read of the land of Uz along with Edom, or ra- 
ther of Edom as in the land of Uz, or on the Pa 
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of Armenia, but rather it is Arabia ; and very proba- 
bly it was one of the Aradias Fob lived in, either Pe- 
trea or Deferta, probably the latter; of which 
Uz or Aufitis, as the Septua,int and Vulgate Latin 
verfion read it, was a part; the fame with the 
Aifite of Ptolemy” , and it is faid to be near the 
land of Canaan”, for in Arabia Felix the Sabeans 
lived; and certain it is, that this country was 
near to the Sabeans and Chaldeans, and to the land 
of Edom, from whence Eliphaz the Temanite came: 
and as this very probably was a wicked and an ido- 
latrous place, it was an inftance of the diftinguifh- 
ing grace of God, to call ob by his grace in the 
land of Uz, as it was to call Abrabam in Ur of the 
Chaldeans ; and though it might be diftreffling and 
affliéting to the good man to live in fuch a country, 
as it was to Lot to live in Sodom; yet it was an ho- 
nour to him, or rather, it was to the glory of the 
grace of God that he was religious here, and con- 

tinued to be fo, fee Rev. ii. 13. and gives an early 
"proof of what the apoftle Peter obferved, that God 
is no refpeéter of perfons, but in every nation, he that 
feareth God, and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted 
with him, that is, through Chrift, 4s x. 34, 35. 
Fob, as he is defcribed by his name and country, fo 
by his fex, a man; and this not fo much to di- 
ftineuith his fex, nor to exprefs the reality of his 
exiftence as a man, but to denote his greatnefs ; 
he was a very confiderable, and indeed an extraor- 
dinary man 5 he was a man not only of wealth and 
riches, but of great power and authority, fo the 
mean and great man are diftinguifhed in If, ii. 9. 
fee the account he gives of himfelf in ch, xxix. 
4—10. by which it appears he was in great honour 
and efteem with men of all ranks and degrees, as 
well as he was a man of great grace, as follows : 
and the man was perf’&, in the fame fenfe as Noah, 
Abrabam, and Facob were; not with refpect to 
{an4tification, unlefs as confidered in Chrift, who 
is made fanétification to his people ; or with regard 
to the truth, fincerity, and genuinenefs of it; or 
in acomparative fenfe, in comparifon of what he 
once was, and others are; but not fo as to be free 
from fin, neither from the being of it; which no 
man js clear of in this life, nor from the actings of 
it in thought, word; and deed, fee ch. ix. 20. 30, 
31. or fo as to be perfect in grace ; for though all 
grace 1s feminally implanted at once in regenera- 

tion, it opens and increafes gradually ; there is a 
: perfection of parts, but not of degrees; there is 
the whole new man, but that is not arrived to the 
meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift ; 
there are all and every grace, but not one perfect, 
not knowledge, nor faith, nor hope, nor love, nor 
patience, nor any other: but then as to juftifica- 
tion, every good man is perfect 5 Chrift has com- 
pleatly redeemed his people from all their fins 5 he 
has perfeétly fulfilled the law in their room and 
{tead ; he has fully expiated all their tran{greffions, 
he has procured the full remiffion of them, and 
brought in a righteoufnefs which juftifies them 
from them all ; fo that they are free from the guilt 
of fin, and condemnation by it, and are in the 
fight of God unblameable, irreproveable, without 
fault, all fair and perfeétly comely; and this was 
Fob’s cafe: and upright; to whom was fhewn the 
" uprightnefs of Chrift, or to whom the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift was revealed from faith to faith, and 
which was put upon him, and he walked in by 
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ders of it, Lam. iv. 21. the Targem calls it the land | faith, fee ch. xxiii. 2 3. moreover, Fob was t 
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right in heart, a right fpirit was renewed in ; 
and though he was not of the nation of Trael, yer 
he was, in a fpiritual fenfe, an //raclite indeed, in — 
whom there was no guile, the truth of grace, and _ 
the root of the matter being in him, ch, xix. 28. 
and he was upright in his walk and converfation 
before God, and alfo before men; upright in all 
his dealings and concerns with them, in every re- 
lation he ftood, in every office and character he. 
bore: and one that feared God; not as the devils, 
who believe and tremble ; nor as carnal men, when 
the judgments of God are in the earth, hide them- 
felves in fear of him; nor as hypocrites, whofe fear 
or devotion is only outward, and is taught by the 
precept of men; but as children affectionately re- 
verence their parents: ob feared God with a filial 
and godly fear, which fprang from the grace of 
God, and was encouraged and increafed by his 
goodnefs to him, and through a fenfe of it, it was 
attended with faith and confidence of intereft in 
him, with an holy boldnefs and fpiritual joy, and 
true humility ; and comprehended the whole of re- 
ligious worfhip, both public and private, internal 
and external: and efchewed evil; or departed from ~ 
it *, and that with hatred and loathing of it, and 
indignation at it, which the fear of God engages 
unto, Prov. viii. 13. and xvi. 6. he hated it, as 
every good man does, as being contrary to the na- 
ture and will of God, abominable in itfelf, and bad 
in its effects and confequences; and he departed 
from it, not only from the groffer aéts of it, but 
abftained from all appearance of it, and ftudioufly 
fhunned and avoided every thing that led unto it ; 
fo far was he from indulging to a finful courfe of 
life and converfation, which is inconfiftent with the 
grace and fear of God. * 

¥. 2. And there were born unto bim, &c.) By 
his wife, in lawful wedlock, who was now living, 
and after mentioned: feven fons, and three daugh- 
ters; next to his religious character, his graces, 
and fpiritual bleffings, and as the chief of his out- 
ward mercies and enjoyments, his children are men- 
tioned ; and which are indeed bleffings from the’ 
Lord, and fuch as good men, and thofe that fear 
the Lord, are fometimes blefled with, fee Pf 
CXXvii. 3, 4, 5. and cxxvili 3, 4. and to have a 
numerous offspring was always efteemed a very 
great favour and blefling, and as fuch was rec- 
koned by 7od; who, having fo many fons, might 
hope to have his name perpetuated by them, as 
well as his fubftance fhared among them; and 
having fo many daughters, he might pleafe himfelf 
with the thought of marrying them into families, 
which would ftrengthen his friendfhip and alliance 
with them; juft the fame number of fons and 
daughters had Baccheus, the third king of Co- 
rinth *, ? * 

¥. 3. His fubftance alfo was 7000 foeep, 8ec.} 
For which he muft have a large pafturage to feed 
them on, as well as thefe would “produce mm 
wool for cloathing, and fleth for food ; : 
his fubftance or pofléffions is mentioned Girt 
being the largeft, and moft ufeful and pro 
and 3000 camels; creatures fit to carry burdens, 
and travel with, and were greatly valued on that 
account, efpecially ‘in the ‘defarts of ia, near 
to which Fob lived; and that not only becat 
they were {trong for this\purpofe, but t 
could endure much thirft and want of wa 
tar Ny a 
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long time; fee the note on Lev, xis 4. it feems by 
this, that, Yo carried on a commerce, and traded 
in diftant parts, whither he fent the produce of his 
lands and cattle,’ and trafficked with them : thefe 
camels might not only be he-, but the-camels alfo, 
according to. the Septuagint verfion, which might 
be kept for breeding, and for their milk: Ariffatle 
obferves*, fome of the inhabitants of the Upper 
Afia wied to have camels, to the number of 3000, 
the exact number here mentioned ; and by. the 
number of thefe creatures the Arabians eftimated 
their riches, and. pofleffions*; and fo fheep are 
by the Greeks called wndx, as it is thought, from 
the Arabic word \Le, mala, to be rich” 5 the riches 
of other people, and of particular perfons, as of 


Geryon, Atlas, and Polyphemus, are reprefented ‘asj 


chiefly confilting of their focks, and alfo of their 
herds °, as follows : ad 500 yoke of oxen; to plow 
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t8e 
and trials, arid. the more remarkable his: patience 
under them. 

We 4. ind bis fons went and feafted in their boufes 
every one his day, Sc.) Jt appears by this, that 
Yoo’s fons were grown up to men’s eftate; that they 
were from himy and were for themfelves,»and car- 
ried on a feparate bufinefs on-thetr own accounts, 
and had. houfes of their own; and perhaps iwere 
married ;, and» being, at. fome diftance from each , 
other, they met by appointment at certain times in ' 
their own houfés; and had. friendly and family-en- 
tertainments in turn; for fuch were their fealts, not 


‘defigned for jintemperance, luxury, and. wanton- 


nefs, for then they would not have been encou- 
raged, nor even connived at by ¥od; but to che- 
rifh love and affection, and. maintain harmony and 
unity among themfelves, which mutt be very plea- 
fing to their parént; fora; pleafant thing it is for 
any, and efpecially for parents, to behold brethren 


his land with, of which he mutt have a large quan- 0 : 
tity to employ fuch a number in, fee 1 Kings xix, | dwelling together in unity, Pf. CXKXIL. 1 befides, 
19. and 500 foe-affes ; which muft be chiefly for thefe feafts were kept, notin public houfes, much 
their milk ; and no doubt. but he had a confidera-|lefs in houfes of ill fame,. but in their own hotifes, 
ble number of he-afles alfo, tho’ not mentioned, among themfelves, at certain feafons, which they * 


which, as well as the others, were ufed to ride on, 
and alfo to plow with, in thofe countries ; it may 
be rendred only affes.as by fome, and fo may in- 
clude both: Arifieus, Philo, and Polybiftor * give 
the fame account of »¥od’s fubitance in the feveral 
articles as here: and a very great houfbold: this 
mutt be underftood, of, his fervants only, fince his 
children are before taken notice of ; and the fame 
phrafe is rendered great flore of fervants, Gen. xxvi. 
14. and in, the margin, 4u/bandry or tillage, large 
fields and farms; and the fenfe comes to much the 
fame, whether it is taken the one way or the other ; 
if great ftore of fervants, he muft have large farms 
and many fields to employ them in; and if a large 
hufbandry, and much ground for tillage, he mutt 
have many fervants to manure and cultivate them : 
now thefe feveral articles are mentioned, becaufe, 
in thofe times and countries, as has been obferved, 
the fubftance of men chiefly lay in them, and ac- 
cording to them they were reckoned more or Jlefs 
rich ; not but chat they had gold and filver alfo, as 
Abrabam had, Gen. xiii. 1. and fo had ob, ch. 
XXXi, 24. but thefe were the principal things: /o 
that this man was the greateft of all the men of the 
eaft; that lived in Arabia, Chaldea, and other 
eaftern countries; that is, he was a man of the 
greateft wealth and ‘riches, and of the greateft 
‘power and authority, and was had in the greateft 
honour and efteem : now thele temporal bleffings 
are obferved, to fhew that grace and earthly riches 
are compatible, that they may, and fometimes do, 
meet in the fame perfon; as alfo to point at the 
goodnefs of God, in beftowing {uch bleffings on 
this good man, thereby fulfilling the promife made 
to godlinels and godly men, which reipects this life, 
and that which is to come; and they are mentioned 
chiefly igre fake of the lofs of thefe things after 
related, whereby the. greatneis of his lofs and of 
his affiictions would be the more eafily perceived, 
and his patience in bearing them appear. the more 
illuftrious; for by how much the greater was his 
fabftance, by fo much the greater were his lofles 
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took in turn; and thefe were, either at their time 
of fheep-fhearing, which was a time of feafting, 
1. Sam, xxv. 2. 36..or at the weaning .of a child, 
Gen. xxi. 8. or rather on each of their birth-days, 
which in thofe early times were obferved, efpecially 
thofe of perfons of figure, Gez. xl. 20. and the ra- 
ther, as obs birth-day is called is day as here, 
Foo ili. 1. and fent and called for their three fifters, 
to eat and to drink with them; not to make a featt 
in their turn, but to partake of their entertainment ; 
which, as is commonly obferved, fhewed huma- 
nity, kindnefs, tendernefs, and affection in them 
to their fifters, to invite them to take>part with 
them.in their innocent and focial recreations, and 
modefty in their fitters not to thrutt themfelves into 
their company, or go without an invitation; thefe 
very probably were with os, and went to the 
feafts with his leave, being very likely unmarried, 
or otherwife their hufbands would have been in- 
vited alfo. 

‘y. 5. And it was fo, when the days of their feaft- 
ing were gone about, &c.\ When they had been at 
each others houfes in turns when the rotation was 
ended: fomething like this is practifed by the Chi- 
nefe, who have their co-fraternities, which they call 
the brotherhood of the month, this confilts of thirty, 
according to the number of days therein, and in a 
circle they go every day to eat at one anothers 
houfe by turns ; if one man has not convenience to 
receiye the fraternity in his own houfe, he may 
provide it at another man’s, and there are many 
public houfes very well furnifhed for this purpofe °; 
‘Fob’s fons, probably began at the elder brother’s 
houfe, and fo went. on according to their age, and 
ended with the younger brother; fo when they had 
gone through the circuit, as the word ' fignifies, 
and the. revolution was over, and they had done 
feafting for that feafon, or that year, that Fob fent 
and fané&ified them not that he did or could make 
them holy, by imparting gtace, or infufing holi- 
nefs into them 5 at moft he could only pray for 
their fanétification, and give them rules, precepts, 
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and inftruétions about holinefs, and exhortations to 
- it; but here it either fignifies, that being at fome 
diftance from them, he fent meflengers or letters 
to them, to fanétify and prepare themfelves for the 
facrifices he was about to offer for them; either by 
fome rites and ceremonies, as by wafhing them- 
felves, and abftinence from their wives, which 
were fometimes ufed as preparatory to divine fer- 
vice, Gen. xxxv. 2, 3. Exod. xix. 10, 11. 14, 15. 
or by. fafting and prayer ; or perhaps no more is 
intended by it, than an invitation of them to come 
and attend the folemn facrifice which he, as the 
head of the family, would offer for them; fo, to 
{anétify people, is fometimes to invite, to call and 
gather them to holy fervice, fee Yoel ii. 15, 16. 
and fo the Targum renders it, ‘* Fob fent and in- 


vited them :” and rofe up early in the morning ; of 


the laft of the days of feafting; he took the firft 
opportunity, and that as early as he could 5 which 


fhews the eagernefs of his fpirit for the glory of 


God, and the good of his children, lofing no time 
for his devotion to God, and regard for his family ; 
this being alfo the fitteft time for religions worfhip 
and fervice, fee Pf. v. 3. and was uted for facri- 
fice, Exod.'xxix. 39. and offered burnt-offerings ac- 
cording to the number of them all, either of his ten 
children, or only his feven fons, fince they only 
are next mentioned, and were the mafters of the 
feaft: this was before the law of the priefthood 
was in being, which reftrained the offering of fa- 
crifice to thofe in the office of priefts, when before, 
every head of a family had a right unto it; and 
. this cuftom of offering facrifice was before the law 
of Mo/es, it was of divine inftitution, and in ufe 
from the time of the fall of man, Gev, iii. 21. and 
iv. 3, 4. and viii. 20. and was by tradition handed 
down from one to another, and fo Yod had it 5 and 
which was typical of the facrifice of Chrift, to be 
offered up in the fulnefs of time for the expiation 
of fin; and Yob no doubt, by faith in Chrift, of- 
fered up thofe burnt-offerings for his fons, and one 
for each of them, thereby fignifying, that every 
one ftood in need of the whole facrifice of Chrift 
for the afonement of fin, as every finner does: for 
Fob faid, It may be that my fons have finned, not 
merely as in common, or daily fins of infirmity ; 
for Fob fo full well knew the corruption of human 
nature, that a day could not pafs without fin in 


thought, word, or deed; but fome more notorious 


or {candalous fin; that in the midft of their feaft- 
ing and mirth, they had ufed fome filthy, or frothy, 
and unfavoury, and unbecoming language; had 
dropped fome impure words or impious jefts, or 
done fome actions which would reflect difhonour 
on God and true religion, and bring an odium on 
themfelves and families: now od was not certain 
of this, he had had no inftruction or intelligence of 
it; he only furmifed and conjectured it might be 
fo; he was fearful and jealous left it fhould : this 
fhews his care and concern, as for the glory of 
God, fo for the fpiritual welfare of his children, 
though they were grown up and gone from him, and 
is to be confidered in favour of his fons ; for by this 
it is evident, they were not addicted to any fin, or 
did not live a vicious courfe of life; but that they 
were religious and godly perfons; or otherwife Fob 
would have had no doubt in his mind about their 
conduct and behaviour : the particular fin he feared 
they might have been guilty of follows: and curfed 
God in their hearts; not in the groffeft fenfe of the 
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fec 1 Sam. Xx. 7. : 


FOB te 


wifh there was none, and conceive blafphemy in 
their hearts, and utter it with their lips; but 


whereas, to blefs God, is to think and fpeak well 
of him, and afcribe that to him which is his due ; 
fo to curfe him, is to think: and {peak irreverently 
of him, and not to attribute to him»what belongs 
unto him ; and thus ¥04 might fear, that his fons, 
amidft their feafting, might boaft of their plenty, 
and of the increafe of their fubftance, and attribute 
it to their own diligence and induftry, and not to 
the providence of God, of which he feared they ~ 


might fpeak flightingly and unbecomingly, as per- 
fons in fuch circum{tances fometimes do, fee Deut. 
Xxxii. 15. Prov. xxx. 9. Mr. Broughton renders it, 
and little bleffed God in their heartsy not blefing 
him as they fhould was interpretatively curfing 
him: the Hebrew word ufed, properly and prima- 
rily fignifies to d/e/s *, and then the meaning is 
either, that his fons had finned, but took no notice 
of it, nor were humbled for it, but blefled God, 
being profperous and fuccefsful, as if they had 
never finned at all, fee Zech. xi. 1. Sanéius adds 
the negative particle mot, as if the meaning was, 
that they finned, and did not blefs God for their 
mercies as they fhould, Deut. viii. ro. but this is 
too daring and_venturous to make fuch an addi- 
tion; though this is favoured by the Targum, as 
in fome copies, which paraphrafes it, ** and have 
not prayed in the name of the Lord in their hearts :” 
and becaufe the word is ufed at parting, and 
taking a farewel of friends, Cocceiws thinks it may 
be fo ufed here, and the fenfe to be, that they fin- 
ned, and took their leave of God, and departed 
from him ; but rather, as the word Elobim is ufed 
of ftrange gods, of falfe deities, Exod. xviii, 11. 
Jod’s fears might be, left his fons fhould have been 
guilty of any idolatrous action, at leaft of bleffing 
the gods of the Gentiles in their hearts, fince feaft- 
ing fometimes leads to idolatry, Exod. xxxii. 6. 
but the firft fenfe feems beft, with which the Septa- 
agint verfion agrees, ** it may be my fons in their 
mind have thought evil things againft the Lord :” 
thus did Fob continually ; or all thofe days”; that is, 
after every fuch circuit and rotation of feafting, 
or after every feaft-day kept by them, he offered 
facrifices for them ; or every year’, as fome inter- 
pret the phrafe, the feafts, and fo the fatrifices, 
being annual ;' all this is obferved, partly further 
to defcribe the piety of cb, his affeétion for his 
family, and concern for their fpiritual good, and 
the glory of God, and partly as a leading ftep to 
an after event, ¥. 18, 19. 

¥. 6. Now there was a day, when the fons of God 
came to prefent themfelves before the Lord, &c.] 
This is generally underftood of the angels, as‘in 
ch. xxxviii. 7.. who may be thought to be fo called; 
becaufe of their creation by the father of {pirits, 
and wifdom, and being affectionate and) obedient 
and confirmation in Chrift beftowed upon them, as 
well as becaufe, in their embaffies and meffages to 
men, they reprefent God, and fo may be called 
Gods, and children of the Moft High, for a like 


reafon the civil magiftrates are, Pj. Ixxxii. 6. to 
which may be added, their conftituting with the-— 
faints the family of God in heaven andearth: thefe, » 


as they ftand before God, and at his right hand 


and left, as the hoft os heaven, in which pofture 
+ - Micaiab 


b r|9°9 SD cunts diebus, Pagninus, Montanus; fingulis 
4 Singulis annis, Schmidt, Schultens ; 


Ch. i Aen 


expreffion, fo as to deny the being of God, and 


to him ; as alfo on account of the grace of election, © 


and their likenefs to God in holinefs, knowledge, — 


Chi. ¥. 9, 


Micaiah faw them in vifion, 1 Kings xxii, 1g. fo 
they may be faid to go forth from ftanding before 
the Lord of all the earth into the feveral parts of 
all the world, to do the will and work of God af- 
figned them, Zech. vi. 5—8. and then having 
done their work, return again, and prefent them- 
felves before the Lord, to give an account of what 
they have done, and to- receive frefli orders from 
him, being ready to do his pleafure in every thing 
he fhall command them, which is what is here fup- 
pofed; though fome think thefe were only the com- 
pany or band of angels which were fet as a guard 
about od; his perfon, family, and fubftance, who 
now appeared before the Lord, to give an account 
of him, his affairs, and circumftances, as required 
of them: and Satan came alfo among them; which 
word fignifies an adverfary, as in 1 Kings xi. 14. 
but does not defign here a man-adverfary as there, 
or one that envied Yod’s profperity, as Saadiab 
Gaon thinks, but an evil fpirit, the old ferpent, 
the devil, as in Rev. xii. 9. who is an implacable 
and bitter enemy to men, efpecially to Chrift and 
his people; and fo has this name from his hatred 
of them, and oppofition to them : Origen * obferves, 
that this word, tranflated into the Greek language, 
is avtinerwevor, an adverfary; but R. Levi ' derives 
it from Mow, to decline or turn afide,; and fo Sui- 
das fays", Satan, in the Hebrew language, is an 
apoftate; and Theodoret * mentions both, that it 
fignifies either an adverfary or an apoftate; the firft 
derivation is beft: knowing the end of the above 
meeting, that it was with refpect to Fob, and there- 
fore he came with an intent to contradict what 
they fhould fay of him, and to accufe him before 
God ; he came among them as one of them, tranf- 
forming himfelf into an angel of light, as he fome- 
times does; or he came, being fent for, and 
obliged to come, to give an account of himfelf, 
and of what -he had been doing in the world, in 
order to be reproved and punifhed: but though the 
ftream of interpreters run this way, I cannot fay 1 
am fatisfied with it; for fetting afide the paffages 
in this book in queftion, angels are no where called 
the fons of God; for befides, this being denied of 
them in the fenfe that Chrift is, they are reprefent- 
ed as fervants, yea, as fervants to the fons of God, 
miniftring fpirits to the heirs of falvation ; they 
call themfelves the fellow-fervants of the faints, 
and of their brethren, but do not fay that they are 
fons of the fame family, or fellow-heirs, or their 
brethren, Hed. i. 5.14. Rev. xix. 10. and xxii. 9: 
moreover, they always ftand in the prefence of God; 
and behold his face, be they where they will, Mate. 
vill. 10. Lukei. 19. nor is there any particular 
day affigned them for the fervice of God ; for tho’ 
they are under the moral law, fo far as it is fuitable 
to their nature, yet not under the ceremonial law, 
to which the obfervance of days belonged; and 
befides, they have no reft night nor day, but con- 
tinually ferve God, and glorify him, faying, 
Holy, holy, hely, Lord God Almighty: and if 
this prefentation of themfelves to God is fuppofed 
to be in heaven, as where elfe fhould it be? it is 
not poffible that Satan could come among them ; 
he is fallen from heaven, being caft down from 
thence, nor can he, nor ever will he be able to find 
a place any more there, fee Luke x. 18. 2 Pet. 
lie 4. Kev. xii. 8. 9. it feems better therefore to 
underftand this of the people of God, of profeffors 
of religion, who, earlier than the times of Fob, 
were diftinguifhed from the men of the world by 
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this chatadter, the fons of God, Geit. vic 2. fuch 
that were truly godly being fo by adopting grace, 
and which was made manife(t by their regeneration 
by the Spirit of God, and by their faith in Chritt, 
and all were fo by profeffio: now thefé aflembled 
themfelves together, to prefent themfelves, their 
bodies and fouls before the Lord, which was bur 
their reafonable fervice; as to pray unto him, and 
praife him, to offer facrifice, and perform. every 
religious exetcife enjoined in thof times 3 the apo- 
ftle ufes the like phrafe of the faints focial worthip, 
Rom. xii. 1. now for this there was a day ; tho’ I 
very much queftion whether any fabbath, or much 
lefs a feventh-day-fabbath, was as yet inftituted ; 
but inafmuch as men agreed together to call on 
the name of the Lord, or to worlhip him in a fos 
cial way, Gen. iv. 26. as it was neceflary that a 
place fhould be appointed to meet at, fo a time fixed 
by confent and agreement; even as now, the {e- 
venth-day-fabbath being abrogated, Chriftians 
agree to meet on the firft day of the week, called 
the Lord’s day, in imitation of the apottles. of 
Chrift; and on one of thefe days thus fixed and 
agreed on was the above meeting, at which Satan 
came among them, as he frequently does in the 
affembly of the faints, to do what mifchief he can; 
by fnatching away the word. from inattentive hear- 
ers, and by directing the eye to fuch objects, and 
putting fuch things into the mind, as divert from 
the fervice of God; or by luggefting to the faints 
themfelves, that what is attended to does not be- 
long to them, with many other things of the like 
kind : the Targum interprets this day of the day of 
judgment, at the beginning of the year, and the 
fons of God of angels, as do other Fews/h writers, 

¥.7. And the Lord faid unto Satan, Whence 
comeft thou? &c.} This quettion is put, net as 
ignorant of the place from whence he came; for 
the omnifcient God knows all perfons. and things, 
men and angels, and’ thefe good and bad, where 
they are, from whence they come; and what they 
do, fee Gen. iii. 9. and iv. g. butit is put either as 
being angry with him, and refenting his coming 
among the fons of God, and chiding him for it, as 
having no proper bufinefs there, like the quettion 
in Matt. xxii. 12. or rather in order to lead on to 
another, and to bring out from him what he in- 
tended to have exprefféd by him, of what he had 
feen and taken notice of in the place from whence 
he came, and particularly concerning ¥0b : how God 
and {pirits converfe together we are not able to fay ; 
but no doubt there is a way in which God talks with 
fpirits, even with evil ones,as well as goodones, and in 
which they fpeak to him ; and fo this does not at all 
affect the reality of this narrative: then Satan an-~ 
Swered the Lord and faid, From going to and froin 
the earth, and from walking up and down in its this 
he faid as fwaggering and boafting, as if he was 
indeed the God of the whole world, the prince and 
king of it, and had and exercifed a fovereign do- 
minion over it, and as fuch had been making a 
tour thro’ it, and taking a furvey of it, fee Mate, 
iv. 8. and as if he was at full liberty to go where 
he pleafed, and was under no controul, when he 
was in chains of darknefs, and could go no where, 
nor do any thing without divine permiffion; could 
not touch od, nor his fubftance, nor, as in the 
days of Chrift, fo much as enter into a herd of 
fwine without leave: likewife this may denote the 
difquietude and reftlefsnefs of this evil {pirit, who 
could not abide long in a place, but moving 4 
anc 
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‘and fro, feeking 
“43. as alfo his pir 


and the times of Mo/esrand though there 
many. godly perfons ther diving, -whouw 
him.in quality, being partakers of theifatr 

;|nawure,, haying the fame image of God upér 
and the fame graces.in. them, and!/afim 
rience. of .divine- things; yet not upon an 
with him ;' he exceeded them all in’ 
linefs 5. and particularly;\none came*up tp hi 


not to heaven, and to the faints there, outof which 
he is caft, and can never re-enter, but to the earth I : one 
only, and men onit; and here no»place is free his patience in fuffering saffliction, | th 
from him ; he and his angels are roving about every }often tried ; as Mofes excelled others inn 
“where, city and country; publick and private places, and. Solomon in wildom 3). 70d was an eminent’ fain 
fens own’ houfes, or the houfe of God, are not{and fervant of the Lord, a father in this family 
exempt from them ; and therefore all here need to pillar in jhis houfe,. like Sex/camo} the pec 
watch and pray, left they enter into temptation, taller in grace and theexercile of icy an 1 this is 2 
Matt. xxvi. 41. Schultens interprets the ,word. of}reafon why he could pot but be taken otice of by 
Satan going through the earth with great force|Satan, who has his eye niore ef] ially/on the molt 
and violence, whipping and fcourging .miferable}eminent faints, and envies them, and -ftrikes ‘at 
mortals. ; . {them ; and fo the words are by*fometendere 

¥. 8. And the Lord faid unto Satan, Haft thon\for there is none like bim*; onrather, th 
confidered my fervant Fob, &c.] Or, Haft shou put|rendered, but there is) none like bim sand 
thine heart on my fervant® ; not in a way of love}oppofed to the accufations and: charges’ Satan was 
and affe@tion to him, to do him any good or fer-}come with againft him: @ perfeth and an upri 
vice, there being an original and implacable enmity |az, one that feareib God, and e/chewetb ex 
in this old ferpent to the feed of the woman; but 


che note on y. 1. here the character there “given is 
rather, his heart wag fet upon him in a way of de- confirmed by the Lord in the exprefs’ is” 
¥. 9. Then Satan anfweredthe wand faid, 


‘fire to have him in his hands, todo himall the mif- 
chief he could, as the defire of his heart was to-|Doth Feb fear God for nought ?] ‘Saran do 

jeny any part of 7od’s character, nondire 
yim with any one fin; which: fhewsowha 


ward Peter, Luke xxii. 31, but the fenfe of the 
‘queftion is, fince thou fayeft thou haft been walk- , ly 
ing up and down in the earth, haft thou not taken jman Feb was, how exact in his life and converfa- 
notice of od, and caft an eye upon him, andJ-ion, that the devil could not alledge any one'thing 
wifhed in thine heart to have him in thine hands to} :gainft him ; nor does he deny that he feared'the ~ 
do him hurt? I know that thou haft; haft thou] ord; nay, he owns it, only fuggefts\therewasa 
not contrived in thine heart how to attack him, | >rivate reafon for it; and this he dares'not affirm, 
tempt him, and draw him from my fervice, and | nly puts it by way of quettion, givingvan tinnu- 
into fins and fnares, in Order to reproach and ac-}:ndo, which is a wretched way of flander many 
cufe him ? thou haft, but allin vain; and foitis}of his children have learned from +himy: heinfi- 
a farcafm upon Satan, as well as an expreffion of }iuates that 7ed’s fear of God, and iferving him, 
indignation at him for fuch an attempt upon him, }¥as not for nought, or freely*, itewas noroutor 
and as anticipating his accufation of od ; for it is} ove to him, or with any regardyo‘his will, "or his 
as if he fhould farther fay, I know he is in thine Jaonour and glory, but from delfifi principles, _- 
eye, and upon thine heart, now thou art come with | vith mercenary views, and for worldly ends »and 
atull intent to accufe and charge him ; fo ¥arcbi, | urpoles : indeed no man fears and ferves the Lord 
‘or nought and. in vain, he is wellypaid!for ir$ ‘and 
xodlinefs has a great gain along with it, the Lo 


<< Jet thou fet thine heart, &c. fo as to have a good 
o 
2 


will to accufe him;” he had, but the Lord pre 
vents him, by giving a high character of him in }Oeftoweth every thing, both in a temporal and qj 

thefe and the following words: here he calls him} ritual way, on them that fear hiny; fo that éven- 

my servant ; not a fervant of men, living according | ‘ually, and in the iffue, they are great” crainer: by. 
to the lufts and will of men, and their cuftoms and ]it; and they may lawfully look to thele things, Gn 

forms of worfhip, fuperftition, and idolatry ; nor 
a fervant of fin and the lufts of the flefh ; nor of 
Satan, who boafted of the whole earth being his ; 
but the Lord’s fervant, not only by creation, but 
‘by fpecial choice, by redemption, by efficacious 
grace, and the voluntary furrender of -himfelf to 
the Lord under the influence of it; and by his 
chearful and conftant obedience, he anfwered this 
character ; and the Lord here claims his property 
in him, acknowledges him as his fervant, ycalls 


him by name,°and gives an high and honourable given fuch an honourable charaé 


order to encourage thenvin the iervice and worfhip 
of God, even asMo/es had refpect tosther ‘coni- 
pence of reward; when they dont make thef@) Buty 
che will and glory of God,»the foleandschieficaufe 
and end thereof ; but. the. intimationvefi Satan as, . 
chat Yob’s fear was, merely ourward-and/hy 
cal, not cordial, hearty,.and difint re fei 
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-ntirely for his own fake, and for w! 
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phorno obferves;, ‘that he fuppofes that his fear was done to hit, being an objeét of his -great hatred 
not a fear of the greatnefs of God, a reverence of/andenmity : fome, inftead of new, render it, J pray 
his divine Majefty, but a fear of punifhment; or|/bée", as being an intreaty of Satan, and an impor- 


what we calla fervile fear, and-not a filial one. [tunate one, and which he was tagerly defirous of 
y¥. 10. Haft not thou made an ‘hedge about bim.\obtaining; well-knowing,that no hurt could be 


&c.] A fence, a wall of protection all around|done to od without leave fim God, or his doing ” 


him? he had; he encompaffed him about with his|it himfelf: the Vulgate Latin verfion is, put forth 
love as with a fhield, a hedge which could not be|‘hine band a little, as if its being exerted but a 
broken down by men or devils ; he furrounded him little, or a fmall touch of it, would be fufficient to 
with his almighty power, that none could hurt}difcover 70d’s hypocrify ; but Satan doubrlefs knew 
him ; he guarded him by his Providence, he caufed| 70 better than this fuggefts, and that fuch was his 
his angels to encamp about him; yea, he himfelffintegrity, that a fmall trial would not affect him 3 
was a wall of fire around him; the Targum inter-|and befides, he immediately adds: aad touch all 
prets ic the word of God: fo thick was the hedge,|/bar be bath ; which was not a flight touch, but an 
fo ftrong the fence, that Satan. could not find the}heavy one, reaching to all his family and fubftance, 
Jeaft gap to get in at, t6 do him any injury to his}and to his perfon too, and the health of it at leaft ; 
body or mind, without the divine pérmiffion, which)as appears by the provifo or faving claufe put in by 
he envied and was vexed at, and malicioufly|the Lord afterwards, when he gave leave to {mite him: 
fuggefts that this was the motive of Yod’s fear of|aud be will curfe thee to thy faces or, if be does not 
the Lord ; and indeed it was an obligation upon|cur/e thee to thy face*; then let it be fo and fo with 
him to fear him, but not the fole caufe of it : andjme, worfe than itnow is; let me have my full dam- 
. about bis boufe ; not the houfe in which he dwelt ;jnation; for the words are an imprecation of the 
though Satan could have gladly pulled down that/devil, wifhing the wortft of evils to himfelf, if 70d, 
about his ears, as well as that in which his childrenjia {uch  circumftances, did not curfe God to his 
were ; but it defigns his fatnily, who were alfo by [face ; that is not only openly and publickly, but 
Providence protected in their perfons and citates, impudently ; fignifying that he would fly im his 
ahd preferved from the temptations of Satan, at face, like a man paffionate, furious, and enraged, 
Jeaft frony being overcome by them, and even atjand like thofe wicked perfons, hungry and hardly 
the times of their feafting before mentioned; this!beftead, that would fret and curfe their king and 
fence was about his fervants alfo, fo that Satanjtheir God, J/ viii..21. or, like thofe men who, 
could not corne at and hurt any one that. belonged|under their pains and fores, blafphemed him that 
to him, which was a great grief and vexation ofjhad power over them; Rev. xvi. 10. or like thofe 
mind to him: and about all that be hath cn every\carnal profeffors, whofe words were ftout againit 
fide; his fheep, his camels, his oxen, and his afies; God, Mal. iii. 13. 19. in fuch like paffionate ex- 
for otherwife thefe would not have efcaped the ma-|preflions Satan infinuates od. would. break. out 
lice and-fury of this evil fpirit they afterwards felt ;}againft God, murmuring at and complaining of his 
but as thefe were the gifts of the providence of God|providence, arraigning his wifdom, righteoufnefs, 
to Fob, they were guarded by his power, that Satanjand holinefs, in his dealings with him: or, if be 
could not hurt them without leave : thou haft bleffed|does not blefs thee to thy face’, as it may be ren- 
the work of bis hands; not only what he himfelf|dered ; that is, either he wii? bid thee farewell’, and 
perfonally wrought with his own hands, but was|apoltatize from thee, fee the note on y. 5..as fome- 
done by his fervants through his direction, and by| times nominal profeffors do, when affliction. and 
his order ; the culture of his fields, the feeding and|tribulation come upon them, they are offended, 
keeping of his flocks and herds; all fucceededjand drop their prefeffion, Matt. xiii. 21. or, as 
well ; whatever he did, or was concerned in, profper-|others, if he hath not blefjed thee to thy face ;* then 
ed: and his Jubftance is increafed in the land; or|l\et it be thus with me, that is, it will be then a 
broke out* ; like a breach of waters ; fee 2 Sam. v.|clear cafe, that fod in times paft had only bleffed 
20; exéeeded all bounds; his riches broke forth|God to his face, or outwardly ; he had only ho- 
on the right hand and on the left, and flowed in,|noured him with his lips, but his heart was far 
fo that there were fcarce any limits to be fet to|from him, and his fear towards him, taught by 
them ; he abounded in them; his fheep brought|the precept of men, as is the character of hypo- 
forth rhoufands ; his oxen, camels, and affes, ftood|crites, J/. xxix. 13. this Satan wickedly infinuates ; 
well, and were ftrong to labour ; and his wealth} one of the Targums is, *‘ if he does not provoke thee 
- poured in upon him in great plenty; all which|to the face of thy Word ;” Bex, Melech interprets 
was an eye-fore to Satan, and therefore would in-|}195 9y dy shy life, and takes-it to be the farm of 
finuate that this was the fole fpring and fource ofjan oath. 
Job's religion, devotion, and obedience. ¥. 12. And the Lord faid unto Satan, bebold ali 
y. 11. But put forth thine hand now, &c.]\that he bath is in thy power, &c.| This he faid not 
Withdraw thine hand of providence, power, and jas angry and difpleafed with ‘fo, or as entertaining 
protection, with which. thou haft covered and[any ill opinion of him through the fuggeftions of 
fereened him; and, inftead of that, fend" forth| Satan, nor as gratifying that evil fpirit ; but in or- 
thine afflicting hand, not barely in a way of cha-|der to convince and confound him, and to try the 
itifement and corretion, but in wrath and ven-|grace of %od, that he might fhine the brighter, 
geance, confuming and deftroying all he had; andjand. it may be obferved,. that the Lord alone had 
this he defires might be done xow, immediately, |the fovereign difpofe of all that od had, and that 
without delay, whilft Job was in the midit of his| Satan could have no power over him or his, but 
profperity ; for Satan was in hafte to have mifchief| what was given him: only upon bim/felf put not forth 


thine 
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thine band , thus the Lord reftrained Satan, who|dins, but by feveral of the antient Chriftian 1 
could do nothing without his leave, and limits and|ters, as Sanéfius on the place obferves 5 an 
bounds. the pice 
family and eftate; 
health of it for another temptation and trial : /o|%ob, who efcaped the calamity that came 
Satan went forth from the prefence of the Lord ; the|the reft of their fellow-fervants : 
Targum adds, with power, authority, liberty of|were plowing ; the 500 yoke of een Jee Te ¥. 
acting ; not from his general prefence, which is|3. which were all out in the fields, and employed 
every-where, from whence there isno going ; norjin plowing them ; and to plow with fuch was 
from his gracious prefence, in which he had not|ufual in thofe times and countries, as it now is in 
been ; and much lefs his glorious prefence in heaven, |fome places ; fee 1 Kings xix. 19. and the affes feed- 
from whence he had been caft long ago; but from jing befide them; befide the oxen, where they were 
the place where the fons and people of God wor-|plowing, in pafture-ground, adjoining to the arable 
fhipped, and where he granted his prefence tojland ; and befide the fervants that were plowin 
them, and from converfing with God there: as|with the oxen: at their hands* , as it may 
foon as Satan had got leave, he at once went forth|terally rendered, juft by them, under their eye and” 
to execute what he had permiffion to ‘do, glad at\care ; or im their places‘; where they fhould 
heart he had fo far fucceeded ; and eager upon do-|be, and where they ufed to feed *; thefe were the 
ing all the mifchief he could toa man that was the|s500 affes male and female reckoned among fob’s 
butt of his malice, and the object of his envy and|fubftance, ¥. 3. which were brought hither to 
hatred ; the fad effects and confequences of which|feed, and fome for the fervants to ride on ; this 


follow. 


foid, the oxen 


lis 


plowed land being at fome diftance from Fod’s 


y¥. 13. And there was a day, &c.| Whichac-|houfe; and others to carry the feed that was to be 


cording to the Targum was the firft day of the 
week, but this is not certain, nor material; nor 
can it be faid whether it was the day following that, 
Satan had leave to do what he would with 00's 
fubftance, nor how long this was after that ; for 
though Satan was no doubt eager upon it, and in 
hafte to do mifchief ; yet befides its requiring fome 
time to get the Sabeans and Chaldeans to march out 
of their own country into 70d’s, fo he would con- 
trive and fix upon the moft proper time to anfwer 
his ends and purpofes, which was when bis (Fob’s) 
fons and daughters were eating, and drinking wine in 
their eldeft brother's houfe , it fhould rather be ren- 
dered, in the houfe of their brother, the firft-bora ; 
that is, ef Fob; for “353 relates not to brethren, 
but to parents, as Gufetius obferves*: this was 
either the beginning of a new turn, or rotation of 
their feafting with each other, which might 
begin with the elder brother ; or this was his birth- 
day ; fee ¥. 4, 5. and this was the day Satan pitch- 
ed upon to bring all the following calamities and 
diftrefles upon Zod ; partly that they might fall 
with the greater weight upon him, and more fen- 
fibly affect him, coming upon him whilft his fa- 
mily was feafting ; and whilft he was pleafing him- 
felf with the thoughts of having brought up his 
children to men’s and women’s eftate, and of the 
affluent circumftances they were in; and of the 


fown here: now the fituation and employment of 


thefe creatures are particularly mentioned, to thew 


that they were in their proper places, and at their 
proper work ; and that what befel them was not 
owing to the wantof care of them, or to the indo- 
lence and negligence of the fervants. / 

¥. 15. And the Sabeans fell upon them, &c.] Or, 
Sheba fell* ; thatis, as 4ben Ezra and Simeon Bar 
Tzemach fupply it, an hoft of the Sabeams, or a com- 
pany of them ; thefe were not the deicendants of 
that Sheba, that fprung from Ham, Gen. x. 7. nor of 
him that came from Shem, y. 28. but from Sheba, 
the fon of Fok/ban, a fon of Abrabam by Keturab, 
who with the reft of her fons were fent into the 
eaft-country, the country of Fob; and thefe Sa- 
beans, who defcended from the fame,.were his 
near neighbours, Gen. xxv. 3, 6. they were the in- 
habitants of one of the radia’s, it is generally 
faid Arabia Felix ; but that is not likely, fince it 
was a very plentiful country, the inhabitants of 
which had no need to rob and plunder others ; and 
befides was at a great diftance from the place of 


Fob’s habitation, and lay to the fouth, and not the.. 


eaft ; though Strabo‘ indeed fays, that the Sabeans 
inhabited Arabia Felix, and made excurfions into 
Syria, which agrees with thefe Sabeans; but rather 
Arabia Deferta, as Spanheim*has abundantly pro- 
ved, a barren place; hence we read of Sabeans 


unity, harmony, and love that fubfifted amongft|from the wilderne/s, Ezek. xxiii. 42. the inhabitants 
them, of which their prefent feafting together was}of which lived upon the plunder of others ; and 
a proof; and partly that thefe afflictions might the|thefe being naturally given to fpoil ahd rapine, 
more look like the judgments of God upon him, |were fit perfons for Sataz to work upon, as he does 
juft-as the men of the old world were eating andjin the children of difobedience ; into whofe hearts 
drinking when the flood came and deftroyed them|he put it to make fuch a defcent on ad's fields, 
all, Luke xvii. 27. and for the fame reafons thefe}and carry off his cattle, as they did; they fell up- 
were all brought upon him in one day, to crufhlon his oxen and affés at once and unawares, ina 
him the more ; and that it might be thought the|body, in an hoftile and furious manner: and took 
hand of God was in it, in a way of wrath and|them away; as a booty; they did not kill them, 
vengeance, and fo irritate him to curfe him to his|but drove them off the ground, and led them into 
face, which was what Satan aimed at; fee J/-|their own country for their ufe-and fervice: yea, 
xlvii. 8, 9. Rev. xviii. 7, 8. they have flain the fervants with the edge of the 

¥.14. And there came a meffenger unto Fob, &cc.]|fword ; who were plowing with the oxen, and look- 
Not a meflenger of Satan, as Farchi, or one of|ing after the affés, and who might make an oppo-. 
his angels, or evil fpirits; though this is a fenfe}fition though in vain ; this was an addition to 
which is embraced not only by fome Fewi/h Rab-|Fob’s affliction, that not only his castle were car- 
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affliction of his fervant to his|they fuppofe the other meffengers after Bee : mi 
referving his perfon and the|were ; but both this and they. were ig es -d 
pon 


oy 


a 


“tied off, but his fervants weré flain, who were born. 
in his houfe, or bought with his money: end I 
anly am efcaped alone to tell thee; this fingle fervant 
was preferved, either by the fpecial providence of 
God, in kindnefs aa. that he might know of 
a certainty, and e 

him, and how it came to pafs, which men are na- 
turally defirous of; or elfeas itis generally thought 


_ through the malice and cunning of fatan, that the 


tidings might the fooner be brought to him, and 
more readily be believed by him, and ftrike him 
with the greater furprize, a fervant of his own 
running with it, whom he knew, and could be- 
lieve; and he appearing with the utmoft concern 
of mind, and horror in his countenance, 

y.16. While he was yet fpeaking, there came alfo 
another, 8c.} Another meffenger, one of ¥ob’s 
fervants, from another part of his fields where his 
fheep were grazing, and was one of thofe that 
kept them; he came with another piece of bad 
news, even before the other had finifhed his whole 
account ; and the fame is obferved of all the other 
meffengers that follow: fo Satan ordered it, that 
all Fob’s afflictions fhould come upon him at once 
and the news of them be brought him as thick 
and as faft as they could, to furprize him the more 
into fome rath expreffions againft God, that he might 
have no intermiflion, no breathing time; no time for 
prayer to God to fupport him under the affliction, 
and fanctify it unto him; no time for meditation 
upon, or recollection of paft experiences of divine 
goodnefs, or of promifes that might have been ufeful 
to him ; but they came one upon the back of another, 
to hurry him into fome indecent carriageand beha- 
viour towards God, being confidered by him as his 
judgments upon him: and faid, the fire of God 
4s fallen from heaven, which the fervant thought, 
or fatan put it into his mind to fay, that it came 
immediately from God, like that which deftroyed 
Nadab and Abihu and the murmurers in the camp 
of Ifrael, Lev. x. 2. Numb. xi. 1. or as it is com- 
monly thought, is fo called, becaufe a moft vehe- 
ment one, as a vehement flame is called the 
the flame of the Lord, Cazt. viii. 6. this being 
fuch a fire as was never known, fince the fire that 
came down from heaven and deftroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities of the plain. Iam in- 
clined to think it was a prodigious flafh or Aathes 
of lightening ; for as thunder is the voice of God, 


fo lightening, which accompanies it, may be called 


the fire of God; and this agrees with the phrafe- 
ology of the paffage; it comes from heaven, or 
the air, and falls upon the earth, and ftrikes crea- 
tures and things in it ; and which, as it is the effect 
of natural caufes, fatan might be permitted to join 
them together and effect it; and this was done, 
and the news of it expreffed in fuch language as to 
make ob believe, that God was againft him, and 
become his enemy, and that the artillery of hea- 
ven was imployed to his hurt, and to the ruin of 
his iubftance : and bath burnt up the fheep, and the 
Jervants, and confumed them as the fire or light- 
ening which came down from heaven and con- 
fumed the captains, and their fifties, in Elijab’s 
time, 2 Kings i. 10, 12. and fuch like effects of 
Jightening are often to be obferved, both with refpect 
to men and cattle ; thefe were the 7000 fheep fod 
was pofiefied of, ¥. 3. and which were all deftroy- 
ed at once, with the fervants that kept them, ex- 
cepting one ; creatures very increafing, and very 
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F ween sur your pofuerunt tria capita; Montanus; Bolducius, Schmidt; duces, 


& diffuderunt fe, Mercerus, Schmidt; effuderunt fe, Cocceius, 


ly, and what had befallen | & 


ufefal both fer food and cloathing, and alfo ufed 
for facrifice ; and it is thought that’ /atan’s end in 
the deftructien of thefe was, that Fob might con- 
clude from hence; that his facrifices were not ace 
ceptable.to God; and therefore it was in vain to 
erve him; which he hoped by this means to bring 
him to exprefs. in a paffionate manner to God . 
ana I only ami efcaped alone to tell thee, fee the note 
on ¥. 15. 

v.17. While be was yet peaking; there came alfo 
another, &c.| Another meffenger from another 
part of ¥od’s poffeffions where his camels were; 
and this before the laft meffénger had told his ftory 
out: and faid, the Chaldeans made out three bands, 
and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away ; 
thefe were the 3000 camels as in ¥. 3. and per- 
haps they were in three feparate companies and 
places, 1000 in each, and therefore the Chaldeans 
divided themfelves into three bands ; or appointed 
three beads‘; as it may be rendered; there were 
three bodies of them under fo many leaders and 
commanders, and this was done, that they might 
the more eafily take them; and they diffufed or 
Ipread themfelves*, as the word fignifies, upon of 
about the camels; they furrounded them on all 
fides, or otherwife, thefe being fwift creatures, 
would have run away from them: thefe Cha/deans 
or Chafdim were the defcendants of Che/ed, a fon of 
Nakor, who was brother to Abraham, Gen: xxii. 20, 
22. who fettled in the eaft-country; not far from Fob : 
and this agrees with the character that Xenophon * 
gives of the Chaldeans, at leatt of fome of them in af- 
ter-times ; that they lived upon robbing and plunder- 
ing others, having no knowledge of agriculture, but 
got their bread by force of arms; and fuch as 
thefe Satan could eafily inftigate to come; and carry 
off ‘fob’s camels: yea, and flain the fervants with 
the edge of the fword, and 1 only am efcaped alone to 
tell thee, fee the note on ¥. 15, . 

¥. 18. While be was yet fpeaking, there came an= 
other, &c.} A fervant of one of ‘Fod’s fons, who was 
in waiting at the feaft before mentioned, and here 
again repeated: and faid, thy fons and thy daugh- 
ters were eating, and drinking wine in their eldeft 
brother's houfe, fee the note on ¥. 13. 

‘¥. 19. Aad bebold, there came a great wind from 
the wildernefs, 8cc.| Mott probably from the wil- 
dernefs of Arabia, winds from fuch places being 
generally. very ftrong, Fer.iv. 11, 12. as this was, 
and is called a great one, a very {trong and blu- 
{tering one; and being fo, and becaufe of the ef- 
fects of it, and being an uncommon and extraordi- 
nary one, as what follows fhows, a dehold, is pre- 
fixed to the account, exciting attention and won- 
der: and fmote the four torners of the boufe; which 
fhows it to be an unufual wind, it blowing from 
all parts and on all fides ;, and was either a whirl- 
wind, which whirled about this houfes; or fatan 


i8y 


with his poffe of devils with him, took the advan= 


tage of the {weep of it, as it came by this houfe, 
and with all their force and ftrength, might and 
main, whirled it about it; otherwife fatan has no 
power to raife winds, and allay them at pleafure ; 
God only creates them, holds them in his fifts, and 
brings them out of his treafures;.and this wind 
blowing from the defert, the devil and his angels 
took the opportunity, and with fuch violence whirl- 
ed it about the houfe that it fell, as follows: and 
it fell upon the young men, and they are dead, not 
upon 700’s fons only, but upon his daughters alfo, 
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the word ufed takes in both, and Mr. Broughton 
renders it, and it fell upon the young folk: this was 
the foreft affliction of all, and which fatan referved 
to the laft, that if the others did not fucceed to 
his with, this might; and a very trying, grievous 


one it was, to lofe all his children at once in fuch: 


a manner, and at fuch a time ; -his children, which 
were parts of himfelf, whom he had taken fo much 
care of in their education, who had been as olive- 
plants about his table, and now brought up to 
mens and womens eftates, comfortably fettled in 
the world, and living in great peace and harmony 
among themfelves, and not one of them left to 
comfort him under his other afflictions ; and thefe 
taken away not by any diftemper of body, which 
‘would have prepared him for the ftroke, but by a 
violent death; and which had the appearance of 
the hand and judgment, wrath and vengeance of 
God; and whilft they were feafting together in 
mirth and gaiety, however innocent, and not in a 
ferious frame of fpirit, or having any ferious turn 
upon their minds for death and eternity, of which 
they had no thought ; had they been in the houfe 
of God attending religious worfhip, of though in 
their own houfes, yet either in their clofets praying, 
orelfe converfing about fpiritual things with one an- 
other, it would have greatly taken off of the afflic- 
tion; but to be {natched into eternity at once, and 
in this manner, muft be cutting to Fob; though 
there is no reafon to think that this was for any 
fin of theirs, or through any difpleafure of God 
to them, but was permitted purely on od’s ac- 
count, for the trial of his faith, patience, fincerity 
and integrity ; and here, as in the former inftan- 
ces, only one fervant was fpared to bring the fad 
tidings : and I only am efcaped alone to tell thee; fo 
that all the fervants in the houfe, excepting this, 
perifhed in the ruins of it, as well as fod’s fons 
and daughters, fee the note on ¥. 15. It is a no- 
tion of fome Fewi/h writers, as Simeon bar Txemach 
obferves, that thefe feveral meffengers as foon as 
they had delivered their meffage died, and fo all 
that od had was delivered into the hands of fatan, 
and nothing left ; but this feems contrary to ch. 
xix. 16. It may be obferved that driffeas, an hea- 
then writer, as quoted by Alexander Polybiftor™, 
another heathen writer, gives an account of thele 
feveral calamities of Fob, juft in the fame order in 
which they are here. It may be obferved from 
_ all this, that no chara¢ter ever fo great and high 
can fecure perfons from afflictions, even grievous 
ones ; ¥ob had an high and honourable character 
given and confirmed by God himfelf, yet fo forely 
afflicted ; and let men be Ps beloved of God, his 
chofen and precious, his eOvenant-people, the re- 
deemed of the Lamb, righteous and godly perfons, 
the fons and heirs of God, yet neither, and all of 
thefe, exempt them from afflictions ; and thofe that 
befal them are many, frequent and continued, and 
come from different quarters, from men good and 
bad, and from devils, and all by the permiffion and 
according to the will of God. And this fhews 
us the uncertainty of all outward enjoyments, gold, 
filver, cattle, houfes, lands, children, friends and 
relations, all perifhing, and fometimes fuddenly 
taken away: and it may be obferved among all 
Fob’s lofies, he did not lofe any thing of a {pi- 
ritual nature, not one fpiritual bleffing; though 


he loft all his outward mercies, yet not the God of| not bound by it, being not of the I/raelitifh n 


his mercies ; not his covenant-intereft in him, nor 
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his fhare in his love, f¢ nd acceptanc % 
all ftill continued ; he di lofe his re 
living redeemer 5 his: children were all d 


his redeemer lived, and he 
lofe the principle race i 
matter was {till with him ; 


w it; he 


to God, and defire after him, nor his patience 
and humility ; nor his integrity,» faithfulnefs and 
honefty, which he retained and held fallgge es of 
his fpiritual riches which are durable ; he had riches 
in heaven, where thieves cannot break through and 
fteal, a better and a more enduring fubftance there, 
an inheritance incorruptible, referved in e hea- 
vens : his conduct under all this follows. ~~ 

¥. 20. Then Fob arofe, &c.] Either from table, 
being at dinner, as fome think, in his own houfe ; 
it beingsthe time that his children were feafting in | 
their eldeft brother’s houfe ;. or from the bufinefs 
in which he was employed, which he left off on 
hearing this news; or from his feat, or chair of 
ftate, in which he fat; or rather the ‘phrafe only 
fignifies, that he at once, with ftrength of body, 
and vigour of mind, which were not loft, as often 
they are in fuch cafes, went about the followis 
things with great compofure and fedatenefs. It is © 
indeed generally obferved, that there is an empha- 
fis to be put on the word then, which may be as 
well rendered and, as if Fob fat and heard very fe- 
dately, without any perturbation of mind, the lofs 
of his fubftance ; but when tidings were brought 
him of the death of his children, them he arofe as be- 
ing greatly moved and diftrefled ; but it fhould be 
obferved till now there was no ftop or intermiffion 
in the meffengers, but before one had done fpeak- 
ing, another came and began to tell his ftory, and fo 
there was no opportunity, as well as not the occafion, 
of arifing and doing what follows ;.and which he 
did, not through the violence of his paffion, or 
excefs of grief, but as common and ordinary things, 
which were ufed to be done in that country for 
the lofs of relations, and in token of mourning 
for ther: and rent bis mantle; or cloak*, as Mr. 
Broughton ; but whether this was an outward gar- 
ment, as each of thefe feem to be, if the fame 
with ours, or an interior one, as fome think, 
it is not very miaterial to know; both were rent 
by Ezra upon a mournful occafion, Ezra ix. 


3. and it was-ufual to rend garments for de- 


ceafed relations, or when they were thought to be 
fo, fee Gen. xxxvii, 29, 34. though fome think 
that this was on the account of the blafphemous 
thoughts the devil now fuggefted into his mind, 
being folicitous to gain his point, and work upon 
him to curfe God; upon which he rent his garmeént 
to fhew his refentment and indignation at the 
thought of it, as the Yews ufed to rend their gar- 


ments at hearing of blafphemy ; but the firft fenfe 
is bett: and foaved bis beard, either he himlelf, or 
his fervant by his orders; and which was done 


among the eaftern nations as a fign of mourning,- 
fee If. xv. 2. Fer. xvi. 6. and xlviii. 37. at among 
the Greeks, as appears from Homer"; nor was this 
contrary to the Jaw in Deut. xiv. 1. where another 
baldnefs, not of the head, but between. 

on 


is forbidden for the dead ; befides, this. 
that- law was in being, and had it been, 


fome, as farchi, Aben Ezra, and other Feu 
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ters, interpret this of 
the hair of his head but: this neither agrees with 
the fenfe of the word here-ufed, which has the fig- 


nification of fh 
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, nor with the firmnefs and 
compoture of mind, who’ betrayed not any 
effeminacy or weakneis; and.though he fhewed a 
natural affection for the lofs of his fubftance, and 
children, as aman, and did not affect a ftoical 
apathy, and brutal infenfibility, yet did not give 
any extraordinary vent to his.paflion: he behaved 
both like a man, and a religious many he, mourn- 
ed for his dead, but not to excefs; he forrowed 
not as thofe without hope, and ufed the common 
tokens of it, and rites attending it; which fhews 
that mourning for deceatfed relations, if done in 
moderation, is not unlawful, nor complying with 
the rites and cuftoms of a country, in {uch cates, 
provided they are mot finful in themfelves, nor 
contrary to. the revealed and declared will of 
God: and fell down upon the ground, in. vene- 
ration of God, ot his holinefs and juftice, and 
as fenfible of his awful hand upon him, and 
as being humbled under it, and patiently. fub- 
mitting to it; he did not ftand up, and -curfe 
God to_ his face, as Satan faid he would, but fell 
upon his face to the ground ; he did not curfe his 
king and his God, and look upwards, fee J/. viii. 
a1. but proftrated himfelf to the earth in. great 
humility before him ; befides, this may be confi- 
fidered as a prayer-gefture, fince it follows: and 
sworfripped ; that is, God, for who elfe fhould he 
worfhip ? he worfhipped him internally in the ex- 
etcife of faith, hope, love, humility, patience, Sc, 
and he worfhipped him externally by praifing him, 
and praying to him, expreffing himfelf as in the 
next verfe: affliGtions,when fanctified, humble good 
men, caufe them to lie low in the duft, and bring 
them near to God, to the throne of his,grace, and 
inftead of arraigning his, providence, and finding 
fault with his dealings, they adore his majefty, and 
celebrate his perfections. 

yx. 21. And faid, naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, &c.] Either literally,,where he was con- 
ceived and lay, and from whence he came into the 
world, though he afterwards wifhes he never had,| 
or had died as foon as he did, ch, ili. 1o—12. and 
fo it is expreflive of his birth, and the circum- 
ftance of it; or figuratively, his mother-earth, from 
whence the firft man f{prang, and ‘fo all his pofte- 
rity with him, being as he of the earth, earthly, 
fee Eccl, xii. 7. which fenfe is mentioned by Far- 
chi and Aben Ezra; but the firft fenfe feems beft : 
the nakednefs referred to is not of the mind or foul, 
being deftitute of righteoufnefs and holinefs, with 
which the following claufe will by no means agree, 
but nakednefs of body ;.and therefore as foon as 
a child is born, one of the firft things done to it 
is to wrap it in cloaths provided for it, fee Ezek. 
xvi. 4. Luke ii. 7, and alfo a being without. the 
things of this life; the apoftle’s words are a 
proper comment on thefe, and explain them, and 
perhaps thefe are referred to by him, we brought 
nothing into this world, 1 Tim. vi. 7. this fhews the 
neceffity of the early care of providence over us, 
and what reafon we have to be thankful for un- 
known mercies at the time of birth, and in the 
ftate of infancy, P/: xxii. 9. and Ixxi. 6. and what 
obligations children lie under to parents, and what 
benefits they receive from them at their firft en- 


_ trance into the world, and which they fhould_ re- 


ligioufly requite when thro’ old age they ftand in 
need of their affiftance, 1 Tim. v. 4. and this may 
Vou. TN". 6. a ae 


a 


vhis “plucking, or tearing off 


ing or mowing, rather than of 
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alfo ferve to abate the: pride of man, who will have 
no reafon to boaft of his riches, nor of his fine 
cloaths, when he confiders his original nakednels ; 
and more efpecially the ufe of it.may be, and which 
feems to be the ufe ¥od,made of it, to make the 
mind eafy under the greateft loffes.. ob confider- 
ed he did not bring his fubftance, his feryants, and 
his children into the world with him; and now they 
were taken from him, he was but as he was when 
he came into the world, and not at all the worfe ; 
he knew how to be abafed, and to abound, and in 
both was content: and naked fhall I return, thither ; 
not into his mother’s wombiin a literal fenie, which, 
was impoffible, Fobn iii. 4. but to the earth, and 
to the duft of it, Gen. iii, 19. Eccl. xii. 7. point- 
ing to it with his finger,-on which he now lay ; 
meaning that he fhould go, to the place. appointed 
for him, the grave, the houfe of all living, ch. 
Xxx. 23. and fo the Targum here has it, ‘‘ to the 
houfe of the grave,’ where he fhould Jie unfeen, 
as in his mother’s womb, till the refurreétion-mora ; 
which would be a kind of a regeneration of him, 
when he fhould be delivered up from thence, and 
enjoy a*ftate of happinefs and glory: he fhould 
deicend into the grave as naked as he was born, 
refpecting not fo much the nakednefs of his body, 
as being {tripped of all. worldly enjoyments,. fee 
Eccl. v.15. and he fays this in his, prefent view 
of things; he thought once he fhould have died in 
his neft, ch. xxix. 18. inthe midft of all his profpe- 
rity, and left a large fubftance to his children; but 
now'all was taken away, and for the prefene had 
no hope or expectation of a reftoration, as.after- 
wards was ; but whereas he was now naked and 
bare of all, he expeéted he fhould continue and 
die fo : or this is faid with refpect to the common 
cafe of men, who it is certain.cannot carry any 
thing out of the world with them, either riches 
or honour, but mutt leave all behind them, 1 Zim. 
vi. 7. Pf. xlix. 16, 17. which may ferve to loofen 
the minds of men from worldly things, not to fet 
their eyes and hearts upon them, nor to put their 
truit and confidence in them’; and good men may 
part,with them, efpecially at death, with pleafure, 
fince they will have no farther ufe of them, and 
will have a better, and a more enduring fubftance 
in their ftead: the Lord gave, and the-Lord hath 
taken away ; all outward enjoyments, all the good 
things of this world are’the Lord’s, and at: his 
difpofe ; the earth, and the fulnefs of it; king- 
doms, nations, countries, houfes and lands ; the 
beafts of the field, and cattle on a thoufand hills; 
the gold and filver, and all the riches of the earth : 
and thefe are the gifts of his providence to the fons 
of men; nor have they any thing but in a way 
of giving and receiving; and even what they en- 
Joy, thro’ diligence and induftry, is owing to the 
bleffing of Gods and who gives not in fuch fort as 
that he lofes his property in what is given; this he 
{till retains, thele are talents which he puts into 
the hands of men to ule for themfelves and others, 
and for which they are accountable to him ; and 
they are but ftewards, with whom he will hereafter 
reckon, and therefore has a right to take away 
when he pleafes ; and both 70d afcribes to God, 
not only the giving, but the taking away: he 
does not attribute his loffes to fecond caules, to the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans, to the fire from heaven, 
and the wind from the defert, but to,God, whote 
fovereign will and, over-ruling hand were in all; 
thefe were ‘but the inftruments of Satan, and he 
had no power but what was given from God; and 
therefore to the counfel of his will who fuffered 

Cocos it, 


oa 
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it, Job refers it, and for that reafon fits down fa- 
tished and quiet. “This is all to be underftood of 
temporal things only ; for of fpiritual things it can- 
not be faid, that God gives and takes away; fuch 
gifts are without repentance, and are irreverfible, 
Rom. xi, 29. the Targum is, “ the Word of the Lord 
hath given, and the Word of the Lord, and the houfe 
of his judgment hath taken away ;” the Septuagint 
and Vulgate Latin verfions add, “ as it pleafed the 
Lord, fo it is done:” dleffed be the name of the 
Lord ; for all his bleffings and mercies; for all the 
gifts of nature and providence that had been be- 
ftowed, which could not be claimed, and of which 
he knew himfelf unworthy; and for the continu- 
ance of them fo long’ with him; goodnefs and 
mercy had followed him all the days of his life hi- 
therto, and ftill he had mercies to blefs God for ; 
‘his wife was ftill with him, he had fome fervants 
left, his own life was fpared; he continued as yet 
in health of body, and therefore could fing of 
mercy as well as judgment; nor is there any ftate 
on earth a man can be in, but there is fomething to 
blefs God for ; wherefore the apoftle’s exhortation 
will always hold good, im every thing give thanks 
1 Theff. v. 18. befides the name, the nature, the per- 
feétions of God are always the fame, and therefore 
always to be celebrated, and blefling, honour and 
glory are to be afcribed to him continually, in every 
ftate and condition of life; wherefore the 4radic ver- 
fion adds, from henceforth, and for ever,which agrees 
with P/. Ixxii. 19. and thus 70d, inftead of curfing 
God blefles him, and proves the devil to be a liar, 
as he was from the beginning; and fhews his fu- 
periority over him through the power of divine 
grace 3 this evil one could not touch him, he was 
overcome by him, and his defigns defeated. 

X. 22. In all this Fob finned not, 8c.) Not that 
he was without fin, he was confcious to himfelf 
of it, and owns it, ch. ix. 20, 30, 31. but in all 
the above things he did or faid, he' finned not ; not 
in his rending his garments, in fhaving his head, 


‘ing the character he bore vas ar 


not through excefs. of paffion; nor in any thing: 
that dropped from his lips, Wee oe ill becom- 

s man; and 
though he might be guilty of fome failings and 


imperfeions, as the beft of men are, even in dos — 


ing the beft of things, yet he finned not that fin the 
devil faid he would, that is, curfe God to his face ; 
there was nothing of this, nor like it, but the 
reverfe of it in all he faid and did: norm charged 
Ged foolifbly ; or gave not folly to him™; did not 
afcribe it to him, did not arraign his wifdom, nor 


charge him with folly ; though there might be 


fome things he could not account for, or fee into the’ 
reafons of them, he knew the Lord could; he con- 
fidered that he was a God of knowledge, the only 
and all-wife God, and did all things after the 
counfel of his will, and to anfwer the beft ends 
and purpofes, and therefore he fubmitted all to his 


'wifdom ; nordid he himfelf {peak foolifhly of him, 
sarraigning his juflice and holinefs, as’ if he had 
done wrong to him; he knew there was no un= 


righteoufnefs in God, nor in any of his ways and 
works, and that he had a right to do what he 
would with his own, to give and take it away at 
his pleafure: he fpoke nothing that was an/a- 
voury*, as the word fignifies ; nothing contrary to 
right reafon and true religion; nothing unfuitable 
unto, or unbecoming him as a man; as a religious 


man, as in cynnection with God, a fervant of his, 


and one that feared him. The Arabic verfion is, 
nor blafphemed Gods and the Targum, ** neither 


he did not curfe God, as Satan faid he would, nei- 
ther in heart and thought, nor in words ; this is a 
teftimony of him given by the Lord himéfelf, the 
fearcher of hearts, and who onlycould give fuch 
a teftimony of him; and which, as Cocceids ob- 
mma is a proof of the divine authority of this 

ook. ‘ ; 


CHAP. IL 


T HIS chapter gives an account of a fecond 
trial of ‘fod’s conftancy and integrity, the 
time and occafion of it, ¥. 1—3. the motion made 
for it by Satan, which being granted, he fmote him 
from head to foot with fore boils, which he en- 
dured -very patiently, ¥. 4—8. during which fad 
affiétion he is urged by his wife to give up his 


according to this, and other Fewi/h writers, there 


was a whole year between this and the former meet- 
ing, and fo between the firft and fecond trial of 
Fob; but this is not likely, fince Satan would never 
give him fo much breathing time; nor can it be 


did he fet in order words of blafphemy before God ;””. 


thought that 7od’s friends fhould ftay fo long be- - 


fore they paid him a vifit, which was_not till after 


integrity, which he bravely refifted, ¥.9, 10. and|this day: and fatan came alfo among them to 
the chapter is concluded with an account of a vifit| /ent bimfelf before the Lord sa phew aines 
of three of Yod’s friends, and of their conduct and] to it upon a fummons to appear before God, and 


behaviour towards him, ¥. 11-~13. 


give an account of what he had been doing on the 
earth, and efpecially to Fob; or rather he came 


¥. 1. Again, there was a day, when the fons of|\ willingly, feeking an opportunity to ti 
God came to prefent themfelves before the Lord, 8c.}| charge againtt Fob, a chen hala caches 
When good men, profeffors of religion, met to-| get his commiffion enlarged to do him more mif- 
gether by agreement to worfhip the Lord; the|chief, which he could not do without a frefh 


Targum calls them companies of angels, interpret- 
ing the words of them, and of their ftanding be- 


grant. 


fore the Lord, as moft interpreters do; how long} thou ? &c.] The fame queftion is put to him, and 


this time of their meeting was from the former, 


cannot be faid, probably but a few days, a week] fee the notes there. 


or fortnight at moft ; the Targum fays, it was on 
the day of the great judgment, and which, as in 


chs i. 6. was at the beginning of the year; fo that] Aim, &c.] The fame with this is alfo before ‘put 
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the fame anfwer is returned by him as in ch. i. 7, 


Tan oe 


¥. 2. And the Lord faid unto Satan, whence cameft - 


Lond 


¥. 3. And the Lord faid unto fatan, bah ier a 


confidered my fervant Fob, that there is none like 
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unto fetan, and the fame character given of od, |only his own life, but his health and eafe; and fo long 
which: is here continwed and confirmed, with an|as he enjoyed thele he would {erve God, tho’ only 
addition to it; for Feb was no lofer, but a gainer|for the fake of them: and therefore, fays he, as 
in his character by his afflictions and trials : and /til/\it is ufually and proverbially ‘faid, in for prin, 
he holdeth faft bis integrity. The firlt man Adam|yea, ail that a man.bath will be give for bis life ; 
was made upright, but by finning he loft hisin-|the Targum is, ** member for member ;” which 
tegrity, and fince the fall there is none in man|the Yews/e commentators, many of them, explain 
naturally 5 it is only to be found in regenerate and |thus, that if a man’s head or his’ eyes are in dan- 
renewed perfons, who have right fpirits renewed { ger, he will lift up his hand or his arm, and ex- 
in) them ; by which principle of grace wrought in |pofe that in order to fave the other; but the word 
them, they become upright in heart, and walk up-|is generally ufed of the fkin, and fo it may in 
rightly. The word ufed fignifies perfection *, which |this fenfe ; and mean the fkin of his hand, ‘as a 
Job had not in himfelf, but in Chrift,; though it|fhield for the fkin of his head or eye, as Guffe- 
may denote the truth and fincerity of his grace, |¢ius obferves": fome underitand it of the fkins 
and the uprightnefs of his walk, and the fimpli-}of others for his own fkin, which he will part with, 
city of: his converfation, the biafs of his mind, and] that he may keep that; nay he’ll give all that 
the cenour of his conduct and behaviour towards|{he is poffefled of for the prefervation of his life, 
God and men; this principle he retained, this|fo dear is that unto him ; meaning either the {kins 
frame and x eter of foul continued with him, |of beafts, in whom the principal fubftance of men 
and he acted up to it in-all things; he held faft|donfifted in thofe times and countries, and whole 
his faith and confidence in the Lord his God,|fkins flain for food, and in facrifice, might be of 
and he profefied his cordial love and fincere|worth and value, and ufed in traffick; or, as 
affection for God, and his filial fear and re-jothers think, money cut out of leather made 
verence of him ; and this he did ftill, notwith-]of fkins, is meant, which a man would part 
ftanding ail the affaults and temptations of fatan,| with, even all fuch money he had in the world, 
and all the fore afflictions and trials he met with;|and even his /uppellex, or all the goods of his 
an initance this of perfevering grace, and of the|houfe, for to fave his life: or -the fenfe is, thar 
truth of what ‘fob after expreffes, ch. xvii. g. and| fod would not only give the fkin of his beats, 
this he did, even fays the Lord to fatan, a/though| even of all that he had, for his own fkin, bur the 
thou movedft me againft him, to deftroy him without} {kins of his fervants, nay, his of own children, pro- 
caufe ; not that Satan could work upon God as he] vided he could but keep his own fkin; and hereby 
does upon men, both good and bad, efpecially the| Satan fuggefts, that ‘fod did not regard the lofs of 
jatter ; nor could he fo work upon him as to caufe|his cattle, nor of his fervants, nor even of his 
him to change his mind and will, who is unchange- | children, fo long as he had his own life and health; 
able in his nature and purpofes ; but the fenfe is,}and thus reprefents him as a lover of himfelf, and as 
he made a motion to him, he propofed it, requeft-| cruel and hard-hearted, and without natural affec- 
ed and intreated, and did not barely propofe it, | tions to his children; the contrary to which is very 
but urged it with importunity, was very folicitous | manifeft from ch. i. 5. or rather this defiens his 
to have it done ; and he prevailed and fucceeded} own fkin, and may be rendered, /Rin upon fein, or 
according to God’s own determinate counfel and| Rin even unto fRin, or Rin within fkin* ; tor man 
will, though only in part; for he moved him to| has two fkins, an inward and an outward one, cal- 
defiroy him; himfelf, his body, if not his foul; for|led the cutis and cuticula, derma and epidermis ; 
this roaring lion feeks to devour men, even the} the latter is ‘of a whitifh colour, and is properly 
fheep and lambs of Chrift’s flock: or to fwallow| the covering of the fkin, is very thin, and void of 
him up”, as the word fignifies ; that he might be} fenfation',; which may be raifed up by a blifter, 
delivered to him, who would make but one mor- | and taken off without pain; but the other is red- 
fel of him, {wallow him up alive, as a lion, any|difh, and very fenfible of pain, and cannot be 
creature, or any other beaft of prey. Mr. Brough-| taken off without putting a man to the moft exqui- 
ton renders it, to undo him , and we fay of a man, | fite mifery ; and yet a man will part with both his 
when he has loft his fubftance, that he is undone ;] fkins, and if he had ever fo many ; or be willing 
and in this fenfe fod was deftroyed or undone, for] to be put to the greateft torment, rather than part 
he had loft his all: and this motion was made with- | with his life: and to this one point all the above 
out caufe, there was no juft reafon for it; what fa-|fenfes, and others given by interpreters, «tend, 
tan fuggefted, and the calumny he caft upon 70d, |namely, to obferve how precious the life of man 
was not fupported by him, he could give no proof }is to him; and if this was all that Satan meant, it 
nor evidence of it; and it was in the iffue and event] is very true; but he feems to infinuate fomething 
in vain, as the word’ may be rendered; for he} more, and that is, that any man, and fo 0, tho’ 
did not appear, notwithftanding all that was done| reckoned a good man, would not only part with 
.to him, to be the man Satan faid he was, nor to do| all the fkins he had, and all the fubftance he was 
‘the things, or fay the words, fatan faid he would. | poffeffed of, to fave his life, but he would part 
¥. 4 And fatan anfwered the Lord, and faid,\ with his God, and his religion; and the profeffion 
&c.] Satan would not as yet own that Yod was|of it, forthe fake of it, which is falfe,; for there 
the man the Lord had defcribed ; but ftill would }is fomething more valuable than life to good men ; 
fuggeft, that he was a felfifh and mercenary man, | they reckon the loving-kindnefs of God better than 
and that what had been done to him was not a] life, and would fooner lofe their lives than rifque 
fufficient trial of his integrity; the thing had not} the danger of lofing their intereft in it, and are wil- 
been pufhed far and clofe enough to'difcover him ; | ling to part with their lives for the fake of God, and 

he had loft indeed his fubftance, and moft of his| true religion, for the fake of Chrift, and his gofpel, 
fervants, and all his children, but ftill he had not | and for his caufe and intereft, as many have done. ~ 


¥. 5. 

° re teradliles, Polychronius in Drufius ; perfectionem fuam, Pagninus, Montanus, Mercerus. P w929 
ad deglutiendum ¢um, Montanus ; ad illum abforbendum, Schultens; ut abforberem eum, Michaelis. 9 IM danse, 
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yg. But put forth thine hand now, and touchino danger of being loft ; all the devils in hell can’t 
bis Lone and his flefh, &cc.] That is, his body, which | deprive a truly good man of his fpiritual life ; grace 
confifted of flefh and bones; thefe are the confti-|in him is a well of living water, fpringing up to 
tuent parts of the body, and which diftinguifh it]eternal life; he can never die the fecond death ; his 
* from {pirit, Luke xxiv. 39. this is the motion made/life is hid with Chrift in God, and is bound up 
by Satan for a fecond trial of Job's integrity 5 helin the bundle of life with the Lord his God, who 
moves that God would take off his hand of pro-|{e is out of the reach Of Satan; but corporal life, 
vidence over him, which fecured his health unto|which the devil by permiffion may take away, and 
him, and ftretch his hand of power upon him, and|is faid to have the power of death, which by leave 
fill his fleth with difeafes, and his bones with rot-|he exercifed over men, but here he is reftrained 
tennefs; or break them, and touch him to the/from it: 3ob’s life muft be fpared, that it might 
quick, to the marrow, which gives exquifite pain ; fully appear he got the victory over Satan, and 
or by his bone may be meant him -himfelf": and|{tood in his integrity ; and that he might ftill glo- 
he will curfe thee to thy face; he will fly in thy rify God in a courfe of afflictions he was yet to en- 
face, arraign thy providence, and call in queftion|dure, in the exercife of his faith, hope, love, pa- 
thy wifdom, juftice, truth, and faithfulnefs: or|tience, humility, fubmiffion, and refignation of his 
he’ll d/e/s thee”, and take his farewel of thee *, and}will to God ; and befides, his appointed time was 
have nothing more to do with thee or religion ; if|not come, he had many more days,» months, and 
he does not do this, for fomething is to be under-|years, the number of which were with God, to live 
ftood, the words being an imprecation, let me be]in the world, as he accordingly did. 
in a worfe condition than I am at prefent; let me] ¥. 7. So went Satan forth from the prefence of the 
not have the liberty of ranging about in the earth, Lord, &c. | With leave and licence, with power 
to do the mifchief I delight in ; let me be bound, and authority, as the Targum; having got his com- 


and caft into the bottomlefs pit before my time, or miffion enlarged on a frefh grant, to do more mif- - 


be thrown into the lake burning with fire andjchief to ‘ob, he departed directly and immediately, 
brimftone, where I know I mutt be for ever. being eager to put in execution what he had a per- ~ 
y. 6. And the Lord [aid unto Satan, Bebold, be is|miffion to do; fee the note on ch. i. 12. and Jmote 
in thine hand, &c.] Well may a bebold be prefixed| fob with fore boils, from the fole of bis foot unto bis 
to this, it being matter of wonder and aftonifhment|¢rown with hot.and burning ulcers, fuch as were 
that a faint and fervant of God fhould be permitted|inflicted on the Egyptians in the plague of the boils 
to be in the hand of Satan; which yet muft not be fojand plains, called the botch of Egypt, fee Exod. ix: 
underftood; as if he was off of, and no more}10, 11. Deut. xxviii. 27. it is in the original text 
upon the heart of God ; or as if he was out of the with a bad boil, or the wor/t* ; it was as it were but 
hands of God, and out of-the hands of Chrift ; orjone boil; they ftood fo thick and clofe together, 
as if he was become Satan’s property, and a child|that they were as one, reaching from head to foot, 
of his; for neither of thefe can be true of a good|and fpreading all over his body, fo that there was 
man: nothing can feparate him from the love of|no part iree; he was full of fores as Lazarus, and 
God; not Satan and all his principalities and powers; to him may be applied what is faid ina figurative 
nor can men or devils pluck them out of his hands, fenfe of the ews, J/ i. 6. and this boil or boils 
nor out of the hands of his fon; nor can thofe who} were of the worit fort, and moft hot and angry, and 
are the children of God be any more the fervants of}gave the moft exquifite pain, and what Jed was 
fin, or the vaffals of Satan; or in other words, nor |/mz/¢en with.at once ; they did not rife up in pimples 
can any of them be a child of God one day, and ajand puftules at the firft, and gradually gathered and 
child of the devil the next, which is the divinity of|came to an head, but he was at once covered with 
fome men: nor is the fenfe of this paffage, that/burning ulcers at their height, and with running 
Satan had leave to do with Job as he pleafed, for/fores ; this was done by Satan, through divine per- 


then he would have utterly deftroyed him ; but the/miffion ; who, when-he has leave, can inflict difeafes — 


power granted him was a limited one, as follows :/on the bodies of men, as he did in the:days of Chrift 
but fave his life; or foul’, which fome underftandjon earth, fee Matt. xvii. 15, 18. Luke xiii. 16. fome 
of his rational foul, that which remains after death,|‘Zewi/h writers, as R. Simeon, fay, that the devil 
and which Maimonides* obferves, Satan has no} heated the air, and thereby caufed an inflammation 
power over ; and according to fome, the meaning] in od’s blood, which broke out in boils ; but then 
is, don’c difturb his mind to diftraction, fo as to|this would have affected others befides him : many 
deprive him of his fenfes, and of the exercife of|are the conjectures of learned men ° about this difeaie. 
his rational powers, which through the influence of |of ‘70d’s, fome taking it to be the leprofy *, others the 
Satan men have fometimes loft ; fee Mark v. 4, 5.|fcurvy, others an eri/ypelas, &c. Bolducius reckons 
this is barred again{t in the permiffion granted ; forjup no lefs than fourteen difeafes that are attributed 
otherwife it would not have been a proper trial of|to him, collected from his own words, ch. vii. Sn 
¥ob’s integrity ; for, fhould he have been deprivedjand xvi. 13, 15, 16. and xix, 20. and xxx, 16 
of his reafon, and uttered ever fuch bad things, it]}17, 18, 19. a late learned writer‘ thinks it was th 
would have been no proof of his infincerity ; as may |fmall-pox. s 

be obferved in good men in a delirium, they will] y. 8. dnd be took bim a pot/berd to ferape bimfelf 
utter bad words, and do or attempt to do bad|withZ/, &c.] His mouth was fhut, his lips were 
things, which is not to be afcribed to their want of|filent, not one murmuring and repining word came 
‘grace, but to their want of reafon: but rather Hife\from him, amidft all this anguifh and mifery he 
is meant; not Yod’s fpiritual life, for that was sstimath be in; much lefs any thing that looked like 


_curfing 

® So Golletius and Genevenfes, in ib. p. 63>. w “t3"\21) benedicet tibi, Pifcator, Cocceius, Schmidt. «Te 

yalere jubebit, Schultens. Y 42'D3 FAN animum ejus, Pagninus, Montanus, Cocceius, Schmidt, Schultens. 

* More Nevochim, par. 3. ¢. 22. p. 398. * y) Pw ulcere malo, Pagninus, Montanus, Pifcator, Schmidt; ma- 

ligno, Cocceius,- Michaelis ; peflimo, Junius & Tremellius, Schultens. > Vid. Reifkii Differt. de morbo Jobi, in The- 
faur. Differt. Philolog: par. 1. p. 556. © Origen eontr. Celf. 1. 6..p. 305. fo Michaelis in Lowth, Praleét. de Sacr. 

poef. Heb. p. 182. 201, 202. ¢ Delaney’s life of king David, vol. 2. p. 147. : re Te uacug 
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curfing God and blafpheming him, as fome are,did the fpeak as wondering that he fhould ftill re- 
faid to do, becaufe of their pains and their fores,|tain ic amongft fo many fore temptations and afflic- 
Rev. xvi. 11. but Zed bore his with the utmoft}tions; though indeed perfevering grace is a mar- 
patience.; he took a piece of a broken pot, which|vellous thing ; but then he would_never have blamed 
perhaps lay in the afhes among which he fat, ‘andjher for fuch an expreffion : nor faid fhe this as up- 
icraped himfelf with it ; either as fome think to allay| braiding and reproaching him for his-religion and 
the itching, or rather to remove the purulent mat-|continuance in it, and mocking at him, and de- 
ter that ran from his boils ; which he ufed inftead fpifing him on that account, as Michal did David ; 
of Jinnen rags to wipe them with, having no Chi-|but as fuggefting to him there was nothing in reli- 


rurgeon to come near him, to mollify his ulcers 
with ointment, to fupplé them with oil, and lay 
healing plafters upon them; there were none to do 
any of thefe things for him; his maids and his fer- 
vants, and even his wife, ftood at fome diftance from 
him ; the fmell of him might be fo naufeous, that 
it was intolerable, he was obliged to do what was 
done himfelf, which is here mentioned; though jt 
feems fomething ftrange and unnatural, confidering 
his cafe; Schmid thinks that this fcraping was done 
by him as a rite and ceremony ufed by mourners in 
thofe times and countries, and which Yod would 
not omit though his body was full of fores : and be 
fat down among the afoes ; which was often done in 
cafes of mourning and humiliation, fee Jena iii. 6. 
Matt. xi. 21. and which 7od did to humble himfelf 


under the mighty hand of God upon him; whe- 


ther thefe afhes were without or within doors is not 
certain ; fome think they were without, and that he 
had no houfe to dwell in, nor bed to lie on, nor couch 
to fit upon, and therefore was obliged to do as he 
did; but the contrary is evident from ch. vii. 13. 
and xix. 15. others fay, that his difeafe being the 
leprofy, he was obliged to fit alone and without; 


gion, and advifing him to throw up the profeffion 
of it; for he might eafily fee, by his own cafe and 
circumftances, that God had no more regard to 
good men than to bad men, and therefore it was 
in vain to ferve him; the temptation fhe laboured 
under was the fame with that good man’s, 4/ap/, 
Pf, Ixxiii 11—14. curfe God, and die; which is 
ufually interpreted, curfe God and then deftroy thy- 
felf; or utter fome fuch blafphemous words, 
as wilf either provoke him to deftroy thee, or will 
make thee liable to be taken notice of by the civil 
magiftrate and put to death for it; or do this in 
revenge for his hand upon thee, and then die; or, 
though thou dieft; but thefe are all too harfh and 
wicked to be faid by one that had been trained up in 
a religious manner, and had been fo many years the 
confort of fo holy and good a man: the words may 
be rendered, d/e/s God and die*; and may be un- 
derftood either farcaftically, go on bleffing God till 
thou dieft; if thou haft not had enough of it, take 
thy fill of it, and fee what will be the iffue of it; 
nothing but death ; wilt thou ftill continue 4/-fing 
God and dying ? fo fome' render the words referring 
to what he’ had faid in ch. i. 21. or elfe really and 


but it is not certain that that was his difeafe ; and) fincerely, as advifing him to humble himfelf before 
befides, the law concerning lepers did not as yet|God, confefs his fins, and pray * unto him that he 


exift ; and had it, it would not have been binding on 
Fob, who was not of the J/raeliti/h nation : the vul- 
gar notion that Yd fat upon a dunghil without the 
city, has no other foundation than the Septuagint 
verfion of this paffage, which is a wrong one ; for 
his fitting in afhes, there might be a reafon in na- 
ture, and it might be chofen on account of his dif- 


~ eafe; for afhes are a drier, and an abfterfive of ul- 


cers, and Galen‘ fays they are ufed in frefh wounds 
to ftop the courfe of the blood. 
yt. g. Then faid bis wife unto him, &c.) The 
Fews*, who affect to know every thing, fay, that 
Fob’s wife was Dinah, the daughter ot Facod, as 
the Targum, but this is not very likely ; however, 


would take him out of this world, and free him 
from all his pains and forrow ; or rather, the fenfe 
is, Plefs God, take thy farewell of him’; bid adieu 
to him and all religion, and fo die; for there is no 
good to be hoped for on the fcore of that, here or 
hereafter ; or at leaft not in this life: and fo ic. 
amounts to much the fame as before; and this 
fenfe is confirmed by ¥o0d’s anfwer, which follows. 
y¥. 10. But he faid unto her, Thou fpeakeft as one 
of the foolifo women fpeaketh, &c.} The wicked 
and prophane women of that age; he does not fay 
fhe was one of them, but fpake like them; which 
intimates that fhe was a good woman, and had al- 
ways been thought to be fo; but. now fpake not 


we may obferve that polygamy had not obtained|like herfelf, and one of her profeffion, but like car- 
in thefe early times; od had but one wife, andjnal perfons: Sanéius thinks od refers to the Jdu- 


very probably fhe is the fame that after all this bore 
him ten children more; fince we never read of her 
death, nor of his having any other wife, and might 
be a good woman for any thing that appears to the 
contrary ; and ob himfelf feems to intimate the 
fame, though fhe was in the dark about this provi- 


mean women,. who, like other heathens, when their 
god, did not pleafe them, or they could not obtain 
of them what they defired, would reproach them, 
and caft them away from them, throw them into 
the fire, or into the water, as the Perfians are faid 
to do; and fo 7od’s wife, becaufe of the prefent af- 


dence, and under a fore temptation on that ac-|flictive providence, was for’ cafting off God and all 
count; and therefore fays to her hufband, Dof|religion; in this fhe fpake and aéted like thofe 
thou fiill retain thine integrity? not as blaming him{ wicked people after obferved, ch. xxi. 14, 15. and 
for infifting and leaning on his integrity, and jufti-|like thofe carnal profeffors among the ‘ews in later 
fying, and not humbling himfelf before God, when] times, Mal. iii. 14. this was talking foolifhly, and 
‘he fhould rather confefs his fins and prepare for|¥0b’s wife fpake after this» foolifh manner, which 
‘death ; for this is contraty to the fenfe of the phrafe|he refented: what? this he faid as being angry 
ufed, y. 3. where Jeb is applauded by the Lord|with her, and having indignation at what the faid ; 
‘himfelf for holding faft his integrity ; nor will Y0d’s|and therefore, in this quick, fhort, and abrupt 
anfwer comport with this fenfe of her words; nor'manner, reproves her for her folly : /bal/ we roe 
£00 


8 T. Hierof. Sotah, fol. 20. 3. 
t Benedicendo & moriendo, Junius & Tre- 
1 Valere jubeas 


f De fimpl. med. ad Paternian. apud Scheuchzer. phyfic. facr. vol. 4. p. 661. 
» cynbe "17 benedic Deo, Montanus, Pifcator, Schmidt, Michaelis. 
mellius, Cocceius, Broughton, k epi Deo, Tigurine verfion ; fo fome in Munfter. 
numen & morere, Schultens; valedic Deo, fo fome in Mercer. 
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good at the band of God, and fall we not receive city, town, or habitations where they lived; whe- 


evil? as all good things temporal and fpiritual, the |ther they walked or rodé is not faid, their frames. — 


bleffings of providence; and all natural, though not/are as follow: Elipbaz the T emanite, and Bildad the 
moral evil things, even all afflitions which feem, |Subite, and Zophar the Naamathite ; the firft of 
orare thought to be evi!, come from the mouth of thefe, Eliphaz, was either from Teman, a city in 
God, . and. are according to his purpofe, coun-|£dom, on the borders of Arabia Deferta, as the 
fel, and will; fo they are all difpenfed by the hand |Zargum ; or a defcendant of Teman, a grandfon of 
of God, and fhould be kindly, chearfully, readily, |Z/au ; not Elipbaz the fon of E/au, Gen. xxxvi. 
and willingly received, the one as wellas the other;/11. as the Targum on that place fays ; for he was 
fee Lam. iii, 38. Fam. i.17. Amos, iii. 6. Fob fuggefts|the father of Yeman, from whom this Eiphaz 
that he and his wife had received many good things|fprang: the fecond, Bi/dad, was a defcendant from ~ 
from the Lord, many temporal good things, as|Sbuab, a fon of Abraham, by Keturah, Gen. xxv. 
appears from ch. i. 2, 3. they had their beings in}2. whofe pofterity with geographers are called Sau- 
him, and from him; they had been preferved injchites, Saucheans, Sacceans, and tettled in Arabia 
them by him; they had had an habitation to dwell Deferta, from whence Bildad came: the third, Zo- , 
in, and ftill had; God had given them food and |phar the Naamathite, who he was, and why fo . 
raiment, wherewith it became them to be content ;|called, is not certain ; there is nothing but conjec- 
they had had a comfortable family of children un- tures concerning him ; it is moft probable that he 
til this time, and much health of body, Yod tilljlived in Arabia Deferta, or on the borders of it, 
now, and his wife ftill, for ought appears; of theirjnear to ‘fed’s country and that of his other two 
former happy circumitances, fee ch. xxix. and befides|friends "; there was a Naamath in the land of Uz, 
thefe outward mercies, they had received God as their}which was Yod’s country according to Freéelius®: 
covenant-God, their portion, fhield, and exceeding|the Septuagint verfion calls Eliphaz the king of the 
great reward; they had received Chrift as their living|Temanites, and Bildad the tyrannus, or governor of 
redeemer; they had received the Spirit, and his grace, the Saucheans, and Zophar king of the Mineans?: 
the root of the matter was in them; they had received|for they had made an appointment together ;. upon 
juttifying, pardoning, and adopting grace, and alhearing of ‘/od’s trouble, they got together, and 
right unto, and meetnefs for eternal life, which alljfixed upon a time and place to meet together and 
good men receive of God; and therefore fuch muft|proceed on in their journey to 70d’s houfe: 40 come 
expect to receive evil things, or to partake of af-|to mourn with him, and to comfort him; the firlt 
fictions, fince God has appointed thefe for them,|word fignifies to move to bim?, not as Sephorua ex- 
and has told them of them, that they fhall befall}plains it, to go with him from place to place, that 
them ; and befide they are for their profit and ad-|he might not lay hands on himfelf ; but rather, 
vantage ; and the confideration of the good things|as the Latin interpreter of the Targum, to move. 
that have been received, and are now enjoyed, as|their heads at him as perfons to fhew their concern 
well as what they have reafon to believe they fhall|for, and fympathy with the afflicted, fhake their 
enjoy in heaven to all eternity, fhould make them|heads at them : the meaning is, that they came to 
ready and willing to bear evil things quietly andjcondole his misfortunes, and to {peak a word of 
patiently ; fee Hed. xi. 26. Luke xvi. 26. fo Achilles|comfort to him under them; and no doubt but 
in Homer™ reprefents Fove as having two veffels fulljthey came witn a real and fincere intent to do this, 
of gifts, one of good things, the other of evil,|though they proved miferable comforters of him ; 
and fometimes he takes and gives the one, andjch, xvi. 2. ; 
fometimes the other : # all this did not Fob fin with| yr. 12. And when they lift up their eyes afar off, 
bis lifs ; notin what he faid to his wife, it was all}8&c.] Either when at fome diftance from 7ob’s 
right and good ; nor under the whole of his afflic-|}houfe, and he being without in the Open air, as 
tion hitherto, he had not uttered one impatient, |fome think ; or as they entered his houfe, he being 
murmuring, and repining word at the hand of}at the farther part of the room, or in another far 
God ; the tongue, though an unruly member, and|ther on, which they could fee into: and knew bim 
under fuch providences apt to fpeak unadvifedly,}zot; at firft fight; until they came nearer to him, his 
was bridled and reftrained by 0d from uttering any| garments being rent, and his head fhaved, and his 
thing indecent and unbecoming: the Targum, and|body covered all over with boils ; fo that he was fo 
many of the Yewi/h writers obferve, that he finned|deformed and disfigured that they could not know 
in his heart, but not with his lips; but this is not}him at firft, and could fcarcely believe him to be 
to be concluded from what is here faid ; though it}/the fame perfon : they lifted up their voice and wept; 
is poffible there might be fome rifings of corrup-|they wept and cried aloud, being greatly affected 
tions in his heart, which, by the grace of God] with the fight of him, and their hearts fympathizing 
that prevailed in him, were kept under and re-|with him under his afflictions, being his cordial — 
{trained from breaking out. " |friends, and of that difpofition, to weep with thofe 
¥. 11. Now when Fob’s three friends heard of all\that weep: and they rent every one bis mantle 5 Or 
this evil that was come upon him, &c.| Of the lofs|cloak ; in token of mourning, as 70d had done be- 
of his fubftance, fervants, and children, and of his}fore, ch. i. 20. fee the note thereon : and fprinkled 
own health ; the news of which foon f{pread in theldujt upon their beads, tawards heaven that is, they 
adjacent countries, ‘fob being a perfon of great note,|took up handfulls of duft from off the ground, 
and his calamity fo very extraordinary and uncom-|and threw it up in the air over their heads, which 
mon : who thefe three friends were is after obferved;|fell upon them and covered them; which was ano= 
they living at fome diftance from him, held a cor-|ther rite or ceremony ufed by mourners, as Farchi 
ref{pondence with him, and he with them, being good] obferves, and fhewed the vehetnence of their affec- 
men; and now att the friendly part in paying him al tions and paffions, and the confufion they were in 
vifit under fuch circumftances: Prov. xvii. 17. they) at feeing their friend in fuch a miferable condition 5 
came every one from bis own place; from the country,! fee Fob. vii. 6. Exek. xxvii. 30. Lam. ii. 10. 
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Chit. 2. . * O” B. é 19s 
¥. 13. So they fat down with im upon the ground|cumftances Fob was in, as follows: for they faw 
feven days and feven nights, &c.] Which was the|that his grief was very great, and they knew not well 
_ ufual time of mourning, Ges. 1. 10. 1 Sem. xxxi.|what comfort to adminifter, and were fearful left 
13. Ezek. iii. 15. not that they were in this pofture|they fhould add grief to grief; or they faw that his 
all this time, without fleeping, eatings or drink-|grief increafed exceedingly*; his boils, during theie 
ing, and other neceffariés. of life; but they|feven days, grew forer and forer, and his pain be- 
came and fat with him, every day and night for|came more intolerable, that there was no {peaking 
feven days and nights running, and fat the far|to him until he was a little at eafe, and more com« 
greater part of them with him, conférming them-,pofed and capable of attending to what might be 
felves to him, and fympathizing with him: and faid; they waited a proper opportunity, and which 
none [pake a word unto him ;.concerning his affliction! they quickly had, by what ‘fod faid in the follow- 
and the caufe of it, and what they thought aboutling chapter: this account is given of his three 
it; partly through the lofs they were at concerning|friends in this place, becaufe the greater part of the 
it, hefitating in their minds, and having fome ful-|book that follows is taken up in giving an account 
picion of evil in fod,, and partly through the.erieflof a difpute which pafied between him and them, 
of their own hearts,; and the vehemence of theirjoccafioned by what he delivered in the next chap- 
paffions,, but chiefly becaufe of the cafe and cir-! ter. 


Co Ae “TT. 
N this chapter we have an account of 7ed’s cur- verfions add here, in which he was born and what 
fing the day of his birth, and the night of his.is meant by curfing it, may be learnt from his own 
conception; ¥. 1—3. firft the day, to which he, words in the following verfes, the fubftance of 
wifhes the moft extreme darknels, ¥. 4, 5. then which is, that he withed either it had never been, 
the night, to which he withes the fame, .and that it or he had nevet been born; but fince that was 
might be deftitute of all joy, and be curfed by impofiible, that it might be forgotten, and never 
others as well a3 by himfelf, ¥. 6—g. the reafons oblferved or had in efteem, but be buried in obli- 
‘follow, becaufe it did not prevent his coming into vion and obfcurity, and be branded with a black. 
the world, and becaule he died not on it, y.10—12.)mark, as an unhappy day for ever : the word’ figni- 
which would, as he judged, have been an happinefs fies, he made light of it, and fpoke flightly and 
to him ; and this he illuftrates by the ftill and quiet contemptibly of it; he difefteemed it, yea detefted 
ftate of the dead, the company they are with, andjit, and could not bear to think of it, and defired 
their freedom from all trouble, oppreffion,, and that it might be difrefpected by God and men; fo 
bondage, ¥. 13-19. but however, fince it was,that there is no need of fuch queftions, whether it 
otherwife with him, he defires his life might not bejis in the power of man to curfe ? and whether it is 
prolonged, and expoftulates about the continuance lawful to curfe the creature? and whether a day is 
of it, y. 20—23. and this by reafon of his prefent! capable of acurfe ? the frame of mind in which 
troubles, which were many and great, and came)7od was when he uttered thefe words is differently 
upon him as he feared they would, and which hadjreprefented ; fome of the Fewifh writers will have 
made him uneafy in his profperity, ¥. 24—26... |it, that he denied the providence of God, and 
|thought that all things depended upon the ftars or 
y.1. After this opened Fob his mouth, &c.] Injplanets which rule on the day a man is born, and 
order to fpeak, and began to {peak of his troubles therefore curfed his ftars ; whereas nothing is more 
and afflictions, and the fenfe he had of them ; for/evident than that 70d afcribes all that befel him to 
though this phrafe may fometimes fignify to {peak|the purpofe and providence of God, ch. xxiii. 14. 
aloud, clearly, and diftinétly, and with great free-|fome fay he was in the utmoft defpair, and had no 
dom and boldnefs, yet here it feems to defign nojhope of eternal life and falvation, but the contrary 
more than béginning to fpeak, or breaking filence}to this is clear from ch. xiii. 15, 16, 18. and xix. 
after it had been long kept: he fpake after his firft}25, 26, 27. and many think he had loft all patience, 
trial and bleffed the name of the Lord, and upon, for which he was fo famous ; bur if he had, he would 
his fecond, and reproved his wife for her foolifh' not have been fo highly fpoken of as he is in Fam.v. 
fpeaking ; but upon the vifit of his three friends,’11. itis true indeed there may be a mixture of weak - 
and during the fpace of feven days,.a profound|-nefs with refpect to the exercife of that grace at this 
filence was kept by him and them ; and when he}time, and which may appear in fome after expreffions 


perceived that they chofe not to fpeak to him,: and 
perhaps his diftemper alfo decreafed, and his pain 
fomewhat abated, he broke out into the following 
expreflions : aud curfed bis day; he did not curfe 
his God, as Satan faid he would, and his wife. ad- 
vifed him to:,nor did he curfe his fellow-creatures, 
or his friends, as wicked men in paffion are apt to 
do, nor did he curfe himfelf, as prophane perfons 
often do, when any evil befals them; but he 


.of his ; yet were it not for thefe and the like, as we 
could not have fuch an idea of his forrows and afflic- 
tions, and of that quick fenfe and perception he had 
of them, fo neither of his exceeding great patience 
in enduring them as he did; and befides what impa- 
tience he was guilty of, was not only gracioufly tor- 
given, but he thro’ the grace of God was enabled to 
conquer ; and patience had its perfect work in him, 
and he perfevered therein to the end; though after 


curfed his day; not the day on which his troublesjall he is not to be excufed of weaknefs and infir- 
came upon him, for there were more than one, and|mity, fince he is blamed not only by Elibu, but by 
they were {till continued, but the day of his birth,|the Lord himfelf; yea Fob himfelf owned his fin and 


as appears from ¥. 3. and fo the Syriac and Arabic |tolly, and repented of it, ch. xl. 4, 5. and xlii. 6. 
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¥. 2. And Job fpake, and faid, cc.) Or an-|reprefenting, by a profopopeeia, the night as a per= 
fwered and faid‘, though not a word was fpoken {fon confcious of the conception, as an eyé : 


to him by his friends; he anfwered to his own ca- 
lamity, and to their filence, as Schmidt obferves 5 
and this word is fometimes ufed when nothing 
goes before, to which the anfwer is, as many 
Fewifh writers obferve, as in Exod. xxxii. 27. Deut. 
Xxvi. 5. and xxvii. 14.° archi interprets. it, be 
cried, and fo fome others" render it: from hence- 
forwards to ch. xlii. 6. this book is written’ in a 
poetical ftile, in Hebrew metre as is thought, which 
at prefent is pretty much unknown, even to the 
” Fews themfelves ; fome have been of opinion, ‘that 
the following difcourfes between 70d and his friends 
were not originally delivered in metre, but were 
put‘into this form by the penman, or writer of the 
book ; but of this we Cannot be certain ; in the 
Targum in the king of Spain’s bible it is, and fob 
fung and faid. 
¥. 3. Let the day perifo wherein Iwas born, &c.] 
Here begins 70d’s form of curfing his day, and 
which explains what is meant by it; and it may 
be underftood either of the identical day of his birth, 
and then the fenfe is, that he wifhed that had never 
been, or in other words, that he had never been 
born; and though thefe were impoffible, and od 
knew it, and therefore fuch wifhes may feem to be 
in vain, yet Job hada defign herein, which was to 
fhew the greatnefs of his afflictions, and the fenfe 
he had of them: or elfe of his birth-day, as it re- 
turned year after year; and then his meaning is, 
let it not be kept and obferved with any folemnity, 
with feafting and other expreffions of joy, as the 
birth-days of great perfonages efpecially were, and 
his own very probably had been, fince his chil- 
dren’s were, ch.i..4. but now he defires it might not 
be fo for the future, but “be entirely difregarded ; 
he would have it perith out of his own memory, and 
out of the memory of others, and even be {truck out 
of the calendar, and not be reckoned with the days 
of the month and year, ¥. 6. boti may be intended, 


both the very day on which he was born, and the’ 


yearly return of it: aud the night in which it was 
faid, There is a man-child conceived ; that is, let that 
night perifh alfo ; he wifhes it had not been, or he 


“F 

of it, and exulting at it, as Scbultens oblerves. 

y¥. 4. Let that day be darknefi, 82¢.] bes 2 
dark, but darknefs itlelf, extremely dark ; and 
which is 'to be underftood not figuratively of the: 
darknefs of affliction and calamity ; this Fod 
not with for, either for himfelf, who had enough’ 
of that, or fofothers; bur literally of grofs natural” 
darknefs, ‘that was horrible and dreadful, as fome” 
render it’: this was the reverfe of what God faid at 
the creation, Let there be light, and there was, and he 
called it day 5 but 7od withes his day might’be dark- 
nefs, as'the night; either that it had been always: 
dark, and’ never become day, or in its’ return” be’ 
remarkably dark and gloomy: /et not God regerd 
it from above , that is, either God who is: above, 
and on high, the High and Holy One, the Moft ¢ 
High God, and who is higher than the higheft, 
and fo this is a defcriptive character of him; or 
elfe this refpects the place where’he is, the higheft 
heaven, where is his throne, and from whence he 
looks and takes notice of the fons of men, and of 
all things done below : and this with muft be un- ~ 
derftood»confiftent with his omnifcience, who fees’ 
and knows all perfons and things, even what are . 
done in the dark, and in the darkeft days; for the 
darknefs and the light are aliketo him; and as con- 
fiftent with his providence, which is continually ex- 
ercifed about perfons and things on earth without 
any intermiffion, even on every day in the year ; 
and was it to ceafe one day, hour, or moment, all 
would be diffolved, and be thrown into'the utmoft 
confufion and diforder: but ob means the fmiles 
of his. providence, which he wifhes might be re- ~ 
{trained on this day; that he would not caufe his 
fun in the heavens to fhine out upon it, nor fend 
down gentle and refrefhing fhowers of rain on it; 
in which fenfe he is faid to care for and regard the 
land of Cazaan, Deut. xi. 11, 12. whete the fame 
word is ufed as here; or the fenfe is, let it be 
expunged from the days of the year, that when it 
is fought for, and if even it fhould be by God him- 
felf, let it not be found ; or let him not /eck® after 
jt, todo any good upon it: neither let the light 


had not been conceived, or for the future be never | /hine upon it; the light of the fun, or the morning= 


mentioned; but eternally forgotten: ob goes back 
to his conception, as being the {pring of his for- 
rows; for this he knew as well as David, that he 
was fhapen in iniquity, and conceived in fin, fee 
ch. xiv. 4. but rather, fince the particular night or 
time of conception is not ordinarily, eafily, and 
exactly known by women themfelves, and much 
lefs by men’; and more efpecia]ly it could not be 
‘told what fex it was, whether male or female that 
was conceived, and the tidings of it could not be 
brought by any; it feems better with ben Ezra 


to render the word ", there is a man-child brought 
forth, which ufed to ‘be an occafion of joy, Fobn' 
xvi. 21. and fo the word is ufed to bear or bring | 
forth, 1 Chron, iv. 17. fee Fer. xx. 15. and ac-| 


‘cording to him, it was a doubt whether Fob was Jf ix. 2. let there be nothing bue foul weather, 


light, as the Targum, much lefs the light at noon- 
day ; even:not the diurnal light, as Schmidt inter- 
prets it, in any part of the day: light is God’s 
creature, and very delightful and defireable; the © 
beft things, and the moit comfortable enjoyments, 
whether temporal, fpiritual, or eternal, are expref— 
fed by it; and on the other hand, a ftate of dark- 
nefs is the moft uncomfortable, and therefore the 


worft and moft difmal things and ftates are figni- 


fied by it. pn 

y. 5. Let darkne[s and the fhadow of death fain 
it, &c.] Let there be fuch darknefs on it as on 
perfons when dying, or in the ftate of the déad; 
hence the foreft afflictions, and the ftate of man in 
unregeneracy are compared unto it, Pf xxiii. 4. 


born in the day or in the night 5 but be it which it ‘dirt, and darknefs in it, which may make it very 
will, if he was born in the day, he defires it might |uncomfortable and undefireable ; fome render. the’ 
perifh, and if in the night, he wifhes the fame to] word, let darkne/s and the fhadow of death redeem 
that; though the words may be rendered .in a]i¢*, challenge and claim it as their own, and let 
beautiful and elegant manner nearer the original, | light have no fhare or property in it: /et a cloud — 
and the night which faid, a man-child is conceived * ;\ dwell upon it; as on mount Sinai when the law was 


t ha et refpondit, Pacninus, Montanus, Schmidt, Schultens, Michaelis. 


quens, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 


Targum ; conceptus & natus eft vir, vel mas, Michaelis ; fo Ben Melech. 


cerus, Guffetius, Schultens. 


“ 9377777 in lucem editus eft vir, Mercerus ; ree progenitus, Dru 


tins . ¥ “Ww’T) horrens Caligo, Schultens. 
4YTINY vindicafflent, Junius & Tremellius; vendicent, Cocceius ; vindicent, Schultens. 


wot Ces i oh . 
at ee 


uw Clamavitque, Mercerus; n 


* VON TDD? & nox que dixit, Me es 
= WAT ON ne requirat, Montanus, &e. 


b would’ 
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Chili. ¥. 69. 


~ but one cloud, which cover the whole heavens, 


- . - 
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given; athick dark cloud, even an affemblage of 
clouds, fo thick and clofe together, that they feem 


and obfcure tliem, and ‘hinder the light of the fun 
from fhining on the earth; and this is wifhed to 
abide not for an hour or two, but to continue all 
the day: let the blacknefs of the day terrify it, 
Jet it be frightful to itfelf; or rather, let the 
blacknefs be juch, or the darknefs of it fuch grofs 
darknefs, like that/as was felt by, the Egypézans ; 
that the inhabitants of the earth: may be terrified 
with it, as Adofes ay? the //raelites were at mount 
Sinai, at the blacknefs, tempeft, thunders, and 
lightnings there feen and heard: as fome under- 
ftand this of black vapours exhaled by the fun, 
with which the heavens miglit be filled, fo others 
of fultry weather and fcorching heat, which is in- 
tolerable: others render the words, et them terrify 
it as ‘the bitterneffes of the day*; either with bitter 
curfings on it, or through bitter calamities in it ; 
or, as thofe wlio have a ditter ° day, as in the mar- 
gin of our bibles, and in others. 

y. 6. As for that night, &c.] The night of 
conception; 7od.impfecated evils on the day he 
was born, now on the night he was conceived in, 
the returns of it: Jet darkne/s feize upon it; let it 
not only be deprived of the light of the moon and 
ftars, but let an eee darknefs feize upon it, 
that it may be afuncommon anda terrible one: 
let it not be joined unto the days of theyear ; the fo- 
lar year, and make one of them ; or, Jet it not be 
one among ‘them “, let it come into no account, and 
when it is fought for, let ic not appear, but be 
found wanting ; or let it not joy or rejoice among the 
days of the year *, as farchi, Aben Ezra, and others 
interpret it, or be a joyful one, or any thing joyful 
done or enjoyed im it: Jet it mot come into the num- 
ber of the months; meaning not the intercalated 
months, .as Sepborno, nor the feafts of the new 
moon, as others; but let it not ferve to make up a 
month, which confifts of fo many days and nights, 
according to the courfe of the moon ; the fenfe 
both of this and the former claufe is, let it be 
ftruck out of the calendar. 

¥.7. Lo, let that night be folitary, &c.) Let 
there be no company for journeys, or doing any 
bufinefs; no meetings of friends, neighbours, or 
relations on it, .for refrefhment, pleafure, and. re- 
ereation, after the bufinefs of the day is over, as is 


me 


frequently done; Jet there be no affociations of this 


kind; or any other: in the night it was ufual to 
have feafts on various accounts, and efpecially on 
account of marriage ; but now let there be none, 
let there be as profound a filence as if all creatures, 
men and beafts, were dead, and removed from off 
the face of the earth, and nothing to be heard and 
féen on it: of, Jet it. be barren or defolate*, fo R. 
Simeon bar Tzemach interprets it, and, refers to J/ 
xlix, 21. that is, let no children be born in it, and 


. fo no occafion for any joy on that account, as fol- 


lows ; let it be as barren as a flint *: Jet no joyful 
voice come therein; which fome even carry to the 
# 


> Velut amaridici, Mercerus; tanquam amari diei, Montanus. 
natur in diebus, Montanus. » ¢ Ne fuiffet gavifa, Junius 


tor, Drufius, Broughton, Cocceius, Schmidt, Schaltens, Michaelis. 


Schmidt. 
& Diodor. Sic. 1. 3. p. 148. 
fitu orbis, 1.1. c. 8. Solin. Polyhiftor, c. 44. 
Mr. Broughton venders the words, ‘*,whohant Leviathan. 


Chel Moed, fol. 1.1. Aruch in voce rey. So the word is ufed, T. Hi¢rof. Moed Katon, fol. 80, 4. 
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f Sterilis, Schultens; effoctus, apud Arab. in ib. See Hottinger. Smegma Orientale, 1.1. ¢. 7. 
Strabo, Geograph. 1. 17. p. 565. \- 
Plin. Nat. Hitt. 1.5. ¢. 8. ° 


nocturnal finging of faints in private or in public 
affemblies, and to the fongs of angels, thofe morn- 
ing-ftars in heaven ; but it feems rather. to defign 
natural or civil joy, or finging on civil accounts ; 
as on account of marriage, and particularly on ac- 
count of the birth of a child, and efpecially his 
own birth, and even any expreffions of joy on any 
account; and that there might not be fo much as 
the crowing of a cock heard, as the Targum has it. 

¥. 8. Let them curfe it that curfe the day, &c.] 
Their own day, either their birth-day, or any day 
on which evil befals them; and now fuch as are 
ufed to this, 70d would have them, whilft they 
were curfing their own day, to throw fome curfes 
upon his; or that curfe the day-light in general, 
as adulterers and murderers, who are faid to’rebel 
againit the light, fee ch. xxiv. 13.17. and as fome 
Ethiopians, who lived near Arabia, and fo known 
to Fob, who fuppofed there was no God, and ufed 
to curfe the fun when it rofe and fet, as various 
writers relate *, called by others * Atlantes; or it 
may defign fuch perfons who were hired at funerals, 
to mourn for the dead, and who, in their doleful 
ditties and dirges, ufed to curfe the day on which 
the perfon was born whom they lamented ; or it 
may be rather the day on which he died ; hence it 
follows: who are ready to raife up their mourning ; 
who were expert at the bufinefs, and who could 
raife up a howl, as the Jri// now do, or make.a 
lamentation for the dead when they pleafed ; fuch 
were the mourning women in Yer. ix. 17, 18. and 
thofe that were fkilful of lamentation, Amos v. 16. 
fome render the words, who are ready to raife up 
Leviathan", and interpret it either of the whale, 
which, when raifed up by the fifhermen, they are 
in danger of their vefltls, being overfet, and their 
lives Jolt, and then they curfe the day that ever they 
entered into fuch-fervice, and expofed themfelves to 
fuch danger; or of fifh in general, and of fifhermen 
curfing and {wearing when they are unfuccefsful : 
fome underftand this of aftrologers, magicians, and 
inchanters, railing’ {pirits, and particularly the de- 
vil, who they think is meant by Leviathan; but 
it feems beft with a little alteration from Gufetius, 
and Schultens after him, to. render the words thus, 
“ Jet the curfers of the day fix a name upon it; let 


thofe that are ready ¢o any thing, call it, the raifer’ 


33 


up of Leviathan; that is, let fuch who either of 
themfelves are ufed to curfe days, or are employed 
by others to do it, brand this night with fome 
mark of infamy; let them afcribe all dreadful ca- 
lamities and difmal things unto it, as the fource 
and fpring. of them; which may be fignified by Le- 
viathan, that being a creature moft formidable and 
terrible, of which an account is given in the latter 
part of this book ; but many Hew writers ” render 

it mourning, as we.do. 
¥. g. Let the fiars of the twilight thereof be 
dark, &c.| Either of the morning or evening- 
twilight ; both may be meant, rather the latter, 
becaufe of the following claufe; the fenfe is, let 
not thefe appear to adorn the heavens,, and to re- 
— lieve 
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li ve the darknefs of the night, and make it more 
pleafant and delightful, a3 well as to be ufeful to 
travellers a’ d failors.: let if léok for light, but have 
none; thatis, éithef for the light of the moon and 
—fiars, to fhine in the night till day-break, or for 
the light of the fun at the time when it arifes; but 
let it have neither; Jet the whole timé, from fun- 
fecting t6 fun-rifing, from one twilight to another, 
be one cofitinved grofs and horrible darknefs ; here, 
by a fttong and beautiful figure, looking is afcribed 
tothe night: neither let it fee the dawning of the 
day; or, let it not fee the eye-lids of the morning’, 
or what we call peep of day; here, in very elegant 
language, the dawn of morning-light is expreffed, 
which is like the opening of an eye and its lids, 
quick and vibrating, when light is let in and per- 
ceived; or this may be interpreted of the fun, the 
eye of the morning and of light, and of its rays, 
which-when firft darted, are like the opening of 
the eye-lics. 

y. 10. Becau’e it fout not up the doors of my mo- 
ther’s womb, &c.] Or of my belly™, or womb, 
which Aben Ezra interprets of the navel, by which 
the infanc receives its food and nourifhment before 
itis born, and which, if clofed, he muft have died 
in embryo; but rather it is to be underftood of his 
mother’s womb, called his, becaufe he was con- 
ceived and bore in it, and was brought forth from 
it; and the fenfe is, that he complains of the night, 
either that it did not clofe his mother’s womb, and 
hinder the conception of him, as Gerfom, Sephorno, 
Bar Tzemach, and others, and is the ufual fenfe of 
the phrafe of clofing the womb, and which is com- 
monly aferibed to God, Gen, xx. 17, 18. 1 Sam.i. 
5, 6. which 70d here attributes to the night, pur- 
pofely avoiding to make mention of the name of 
God, that he might not fee to complain of him, 
or directly point at him; or elfe the blame laid on 
that night is, that it did not fo fhut up the doors 
of his mother’s womb, that he might not have 
come out from thence into the world, wifhing that 
had been his grave, and kis mother always big with 
him, as Yarchi, and which fenfe is favoured by Fer. 
xx. 17. a wifh cruel to his’ mother, as well as un- 
natural to himlelf: nor hid forrow from mine eyes ; 
which it would have done, had it done that which 
is complained of it did not; had it, he could not 
have pefceived it experimentally, endured the for- 
rows and afflictions he did from the Chaldeans and 
Sabeans, from Satan, his wife, and friends ; and 
had never known the trouble of lofs of fubftance, 
children, and health, and felt thofe pains of body 
and anguifh of mind he did; thefe are the reafons 
of his curfing the day of his birth, and the night of 
his conception. 

y. 11. Why died I not from the womb? &c.] 
That is, as foon as he came out of it; or rather, 
as foon as he was in it, or from the time that he 
was in it; 6r however, whilft he was init, that fo 
he might not have come alive out of it; which 
fenfe feems beft to agree both with what goes before 
and follows after; for fince his conception in the 
womb was not hindered, he wifhes he had died in 
it; and fo fome verfions render it to this fenfe*: 
why. did I not give up tie ghoft when I came out of 
the belly? fince he died not in the womb, which 
was defireable to him, he wifhes that the moment 
he came out of it he had expired, and is difpleafed 


Fsmtes YNPHY palpebras aurore, Montanus, Mercerus, &c. 
Schultens, Michaelis; uteri mei, iy reo Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, Cocceius. 

ercerus, Cotceius, Junius, Michaelis; fo R. Abraha 

° Homer. Iliad, 9, Vid. Barthii animady, ad Claudian. in nupt. Honor, ¥, 


vulva, V. L. aut, in utero, Beza, 
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Roman, 1, t. ¢. 1. §. 10. 
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becaufe it was not fo,, fee Fer. xx. 17. Hof. ix. 11. 
thus what is the fpecial favour of providence to be 
taken out of the womb alive, and preferved, he 
wifhes not to have enjoyed, fee P/. xxii. g.._ 

_ ¥.12. Why did the knees prevent me, &c.| Not 
of the mother, as Farchi, but of the midwite, who 
received him into her lap, and nourifhed and che- 
rifhed him, wafhed him with water, falted, and 
{waddled him; or it may be of his father, with 
whom it was ufual to take the child on his knees 
as foon as born, fee Gen. 1, 23. which cuftom ob- 
tained among the Greeks and Romans °; hence the 
goddefs Levana” had her name, caufing the father 
in this way to own his child; his concern is, that 
he did not fall to the ground as he came out of his 
mother’s womb, and with that fall die; and that 
he was prevented from falling by the officious 
knees of the midwife ; that he was not fuffered to 
fall, and be left there, without having any of the 
ufual things done to him for the comfort and pre- 
fervation of life, which was fometimes the cafe, 
Ezek. xvi. 4. or why the breafts that I fhould fuck ? 
fince a mifcarrying womb was not given, and death 


did not feize him immediately upon birth, but all - 


proper care was taken to prevent it, he afks, why 
was there milk in the breafts of his mother or nurfe 
to fuckle and nourifh him? why were there not dry 
breafts, fuch as would afford no milk, that fo he 
might have been ftarved ? thus she wifhes the kind- 
eft things in nature and providence had been with- 
held from him. 

y¥. 13. For now fhould I have lien fill, and been 
quict, &c.] Signifying, that if the above had 
been his cafe, if he had died as foon as born, or 
quickly after, then he would have been laid in the 
grave, where he would have lain as ftill as on a 
bed; for fuch is the grave to dead bodies, as a bed 
is to thofe that lie down and fleep upon it; a place 
of eafe and quiet, where there is freedom from all 
care and thought, from all trouble, anxiety, and 
diftrefs; nay, more fo than ona bed, where there 
is often toffing to and fro, and great difquietude, 
but none to the body in the grave, that is ftill and! 
filent, where there is no uneafinefs nor difturbance, 
fee ch. xvii. 13. Jf Ivii. 2. I fhould have flept ; 
foundly and quietly, which perfons do not always 
upon their beds; fometimes they cannot fleep 
at all, and when they do, they are frequently di- 
{trefied with uneafy thoughts, frightful dreams, 
and terrifying vifions, ch. iv. 13, 14. and vii. 14. 
but death is a found fleep until the refurrection- 
morn, which od had knowledge of, and faith in, 
and fo confidered the {tate of the dead in this light ; 
death is often in fcripture expreffed by fleeping, 
Dan, xii. 2. Fobn xi, 11. 1 Cor. xv. 18. 20. 51. 
which refers not to the foul, which in a feparate 
{tate is active and vigorous, and always employed; 
but to the body, which, as in fleep, fo in death, 
is deprived of the fenfes, and the exercife of them; 
on which account there is a great likenefs between 


fleep and death, and out of which a man awakes — 


brifk and chearful, as the faints will at the time of 
their refurrection, which will be like an awaking 
out of fleep: then had I been at ref; from all col 
and labour, from all difeafes and pains of body, 
from all troubles of whatfoever kind, and particu- 
larly from thofe he now laboured under, fee the 
note on ¥. 17. 


y. 14. 


Peritzol, and Simeon bar Tze- 
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Ye 14. With the kings and counfellors of the earth, | pérfection, yet fhould have been like infants, which, 


&c.] From whom he might defcend, he being a 
perfon of great diftinétion and figure ; and fo, had 
he died, he would have been buried in the fepul- 
chres of his anceftors, and have lain in great pomp 
and ftate: or rather, this he fays, to obferve that 
death fpares none, that neither the power of kings, 
who have long hands, nor the wifdom of couniel- 
lors, who have long heads; can fecure them from 
death; and that after death they are upon a level 
with others; and even-he fuggefts, that children 
that die as foon as born, and have made no figure 
in the world, are equal to them: which built defo- 
late places for themfelves , either that rebuilt houfes 
and cities that had lain in ruins, or built fuch in de- 
folate places, where there had been none before, or 
formed colonies in places before uninhabited ; and 
all this to get a name, and to perpetuate it to 
pofterity: or rather fepulchral monuments are 
meant, fuch as the lofty pyramids of the Egyptians, 
and fuperb maufoleums of others; which, if not 
built in defolate places, yet are fo themfelves, be- 
ing only the habitations of the dead, and fo they 
are called the defolations of old, Ezek. xxvi. 20. 
and this is the fenfe of many interpreters‘; if,any 
man delires, fays Vanjleb', a profpect and defcrip- 
tion of fuch antient burying-places, let. him think 
on a boundlefs champain, even, and covered with 
fand, where ‘neither trees, nor grafs, nor houfes, 
nor any fuch thing is to be feen, 

y. 15. Or with princes that bad gold, &c.) A 
large abundance of it whilft they lived, but now 
being dead, were no longer in the poffeffion of ir, 
but ona level with thofe that had none; nor could 
their gold, whilft they had it, preferve them from 
death, and now, being dead, it was no longer 
theirs, nor of any ufe unto them; thefe princes, 
by this defcription of them, feem to be fuch who 
had not the dominion over any particular place or 
country, but their riches lay in gold and filver, as 
follows: who filled their houfes with filver ; had an 
abundance of it, either in their coffers, which they 
hoarded up, or in the furniture of their houfes, which 
were much of it of filver ; they had large quantities 
of filver-plate, as well as of money ; but thefe were 
of no profitin the hour of death, nor could they car- 
ry them with them ; but in the grave, where they 
were, thofe were equal to them, af whom it might 
have been faid, filver and gold they had none. 

y. 16. Or as an hidden untimely birth, &ce.1 Or 
hid, as one born out of time, as Mr. Broughton reads 
it; the Septuagint ule the fame word as the apoftle 
does, when he fays the like of himfelf, 1 Cor. xv. 
8. the word has the fignification of falling *, and 
defigns an abortive, which is like to fruit that falls 
from the tree before it is ripe; and this may be 
faid to be hidden, either in the belly, as the Zar- 
gum, or however from the fight of man, it being 
not come to any proper fhape, and much lefs per- 
feétion; now Feb fugeefts, that if he had not lain 
with kings, counfellors, and princes, yet at leaft 
he fhould have been as anabortion, and that would 
have been as well tohim: then J bad not been ; or 
fhould have been nothing, not reckoned any thing; 
fhould not have been numbered among beings, 
but accounted as a non-entity, and fhould have 


had no fubfiftence or ftanding in the world at 


all: as infants which never faw light; and if not 
like an untimely birth, which is not come to any 


4 Pineda, Bolducius, Patrick, Caryll, Schultens, and others. 
ficut abortivus qui ex utero excidit, aut in terram cadit, Michaelis. 
Ww Labores violentix, Schmidt. 


labores roboris, Michaelis. 


|though their mothers have gone their full time with 


them, and they have all their limbs in perfection and 
proportion, ‘yet are dead, or ftill-born, their eyes 
have never been opened to fee any light; meaning 
not the light of the law, as the Targum, but the 
light of the fun, or the light of the world, fee 
Eccl. vi. 3, 4, 5. infants ufed to be buried in the 
wells or caves of the mummies *. 

W. 17. There the wicked ceafe from troubling, 
&c.] At death, and in the grave; fuch who have 
been fiké the troubled fea, that cannot reft, have 
always been either devifing or doing mifchief whilft 
living, in the grave can do neither; there is no 
work nor device there; fuch who are never eafy, 
and cannot fleep unlefs they do mifchief, when 
dead have no power to do any, and are quite ftill 
and inactive; fuch who have been troublers of 
good men, as prophane perfons by their ungodly 
lives, falfe teachers by their pernicious doétrines 
and blafphemies, cruel perfecutors by their hard 
{peeches, bitter calumnies and reproaches, and fe- 
vere ufage ; thofe, when they die themfelves, ceafe 
from giving farther trouble, or when the righteous 
die, they can difturb them no more ; yea, a good 
man at death is not only no more troubled by 
wicked men, but no more by his own wicked 
heart, nor any more by that wicked one Satan ; 


there and then all thefe ceafe from giving him any 
farther moleftation : and there the weary be at reft 
wicked men, either who here tire and weary themfelves 


with committing fin, to which they are flaves and 


drudges, and efpecially with perfecuting and trou- 


bling the faints, fhall reft from fuch aéts of fin and 
wickednefs, of which they will be no more capable ; 


or elfe good men, who are weary of fin, and long 
to be rid of it, to whom it is a burden, and under 
which they groan, and are weary of the troubles 
and afflictions they meet with in the world; and 
what with one thing and another are weary of 
their lives, and defire to depart and be with 


Chrift ; thefe at death and in the grave are at reft, 
their bodies from toil and labour, and from all 
painful diforders and prefling afflictions, and from 
all the oppreflions and vexations of wicked and un- 
godly men; their fouls reft in the arms of Fe/us, 
from fin and all con{cioufnels of it, from the temp- 
tations of Satan, from all doubts and fears, and 
every {piritual enemy, by whom they can be no 
more annoyed: fore render the words, there reff 
the labours of firength”; fuch toils are over that 
break the ftrength of men; or the labours of vio- 
lence”, which are impofed upon them through vio- 
lence, by cruel and imperious men; but at death 
and in the grave will ceafe and be no more, even 
labour of all forts ; fee Rev. xiv. 13. 

y. 18. There the prifoners reft together, &c.] Are 
at eafe, as Mr. Broughton renders the words; fuch 
who whilft they lived were in prifon for debt, or 
were condemned to the gallies, to lead a miferable 
life ; or fuch who fuffered bonds and imprifonment 
for the fake of religion, at death their chains are 
knocked off, and they are as much at liberty, and 
enjoy as much eafe, as the dead that never were 
prifoners ; and not only reft together with thole who 
were their fellow-prifoners, but with thofe who 
never were in prifon, yea with thofe who caft them 
intoit.; for there the prifoners and thofe that impri- 
foned them are upon a level, enjoying equal oe 
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in foul; whofe lives aré embittered to then b 


fictions, comparable to the waters of Marai 
to wormweod -and: gall, which occafion bit 
of fpirit in them, and bitter complaints fr 
ee ch. xiii. 26. and xxiii. 16. and xxvij. 2)” 
‘y. 21, Which long for death,. but it cc 
&c.] Who earneftly defire, wittly lool 
for, and expect it, and’with open mouth 
it, as a hungry man for his food, or as th 
for the bait, or the fithermen for the fth, asfome*  ~ 


ne 
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and liberty : they bear not the voice of the oppreffor ; 
or exaéor*; neither of their creditors .that de- 
manded their debt of them, and’ threatened them 
with a prifon, or that detained them in it, nor of 
the jail-keeper thats gave them hard words as well 
as firipes ; nor of cruel tafk mafters, who kept 
them to hard fervice'in prifon, and threatened them 
feverely if they did not perform it, like the. tafk- 
matters in Egypt, Exod. v. 11, 13. but in the grave, 
the bluftering, terrifying voice of fuch, is not 
heard. 
fe tg. The fall and great are there, &c.] Both 
as to age, and with refpet to bulk and ftrength 
~of body, "and alfo to eftate and dignity ; children 
and men, or thofe of low and high ftature, or in a 
mean or more exalted ftate of life, as to riches and 
honour, thefe all come to the grave without any 
difference, and lie there without any diftinétion ” : 
. dittle and great are there ail one, as Mr. Broughton 
renders the words, fee Rev. xx. 12. the fervant 1s 
free from bis mafter ; death diffolves all ‘relations 
among men, and takes away the power that one 
has legally over another, as the hufband over the 
wife, who at death is loofed from the law and 
power of her hufband, Rom. vii. 2. and fo parents 
over their children, and matters over their fervants ; 
there the mafter and the fervant are together, with- 
out any fuperiority of the one to the other: the 
confideration of all U.e above things made death 
and the ftate of the dead in the grave appear to 
ob much more preferable than life in' his prefent 
circumftances ; and therefore, fince it had not 
feized on him fooner, and as. foon as he before had 
withed it had, he defires it might not be long ere 
it came upon him, as in the following verfes. 
¥. 20. Wherefore is light given to bim that is in 
mifery, &c.| That labours under various calami- 
ties and afflictions, as Fob did, being, ftript of his 
fubftance, deprived of his children, and now in 
great pain of body and diftrefs of minds who, 
_ fince he died not fo foon as he wifhed he had, ex- 
peftulates why his life is protracted, for that is 
what he means by light, as appears from the: fol: 
lowing claufe, even the light of the living, or the 
light of the world; which, though fweet and plea- 
fant to behold toa man in health, yetnot to one in 
pain of body and anguifh of mind, as he was, who 
chofe rather to be in the dark and filent- grave; 
this he reprefents as a gift, as indeed life is, and 
the gift of God: the words may be~ rendered, 
wherefore does he give light*; that is God, as fome* 
fupply it, who is undoubtedly meant, théugh ‘not 
mentioned through reverence of him, and that he 
might not feem to quarrel with him ; the principle 
of life is from him, and the continuance and pro. 
traction of it, and all the means and mercies by 
which it is fupported; and Fob afks the reafons, 
which he feems to be at a lofs for, why it fhould 
be continued to a perfon in fuch uncomfortable cir- 
cumftances as he was in; though thefe, with refpeét 
to a good man as he was, are plain and obvious ; 
fuch are continued in the world under afflictions, 
both for their own good, and for the glory of God 
that_their graces may be tried, their fins purge 
_ away or prevented, and they made more partakers 
of divine holinefs ; and be weaned from this world, 
and fitted for another, and not be condemned with 
the world of the ungodly: and life unto the bitter 
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obferve the word may fignify; but it comes’ 
to their wifh and expectation, ‘or fo foon as ft 
would have it; -the reafon is, becaufe the” 
time for it.is not come, otherwife it will ¢ 
come at God’s appointed time, and often in an 
hour not thought of death is not defireable in it. 
felf,: being-a diffulution of nature, or as it is the» 
fanction of the law, or the wages of fin, ora penal 
evil; and'though it is ahd may be WE A 
by good men, that they may be free from fin, and 
be in a better capacity to ferve the Lord, and that 
they may be for ever with him; yet fuch defites 
fhould be expreffed with. fubmiffion to the divine 
will, and the appointed time fhould be Poet 
waited for, and fhould not be defired merely to be . 
rid of prefent afflictions and troubles, which was 
the cafe of Fob, and of thofe he here de ibes 5. 
fee Rev. ix.6. and dig for it more than for bid ¢; 
Jures; which are naturally hid im the earth, as gold 
and filver, ore, with other metals and precious 
{tones ;-or which are of ‘choice concealed there from 
the plunder of others; the former feems rather to 
be meant, and in digging for which gteat pains, 
diligence, and induftry are ufed, fee Prov, ii. 4, ¢ 
and is expreffive of the very great importunity and 
ftrong defire of men in diftrefled ‘circumftances 
after death, feeking diligently, and preffing impor- 
tunately for it; the fin of fuicide not being known, 
or very rare, in that early time, or however was 
fhunned and abhorred even by thofe that te Bi - 
weary of their lives: fome render it, who dig for 

it out of hid treafures”; out of the bowels A! 1 7 
earth, and the loweft parts of it, could they but e 
find it there ; but the Targum, Farcbi, and others, Ww 
underfland it comparatively, as wedo, ~" 

_¥, 22. Which rejoice exceedingly, &c.] Or, which 

‘ay till they do fkip again, as Mr. Brougtom renders 

it, and to the fame purport, others*; Bay : 

as to fkip and dance for joy: and are glad when 

they can find the. grave ; which is to be underft 

either of thofe who dig in the earth for hid treafure, 

fuch as is laid there by men ; when they ftrike and 

hit upon a grave where they expe to find a booty 

it being ufval in former times to put much riches 

into the fepulchres of great perfonages, as Sanét 

on the place obferves ; fo Hyrcanus opening th 
pulchre of David, found in it 3000 talents of fi 
as Fofepbus* relates: or rather, this is faid 
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miferable and bitter in foul, who long 
rand feek after it; who, when they pe 
fymptoms of its near approach, are 
pleafed, and rejoice at it; as when the 
decays of nature, or any diforder and 
them which threaten with death; fort 
meant of the dead carrying to the er 
hh -) it and of their pene 

y¥. 23. Why is light given fo a 
is bid, &e.] Sole. aes 
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this with the preceding verfe, thus ; who rejoice 
and are glad when they find a grave for a man, &c. 
but it fhould be obferved that fuch are faid to re- 
joice at finding a grave, ‘not for others, but for them- 
felves ; the words ftand in better connection with 
¥. 20, from whence the fupplement is taken in our 
verfion and others; and fo it is a continuation or 
repetition of the expoftulation, why light and life, 
or the light of the living, fhould be given to per- 
fons as before defcribed, and here more largely ; and 
‘Fob himfelf is principally defigned, as is generally 
thought, whofe way, according to him, was hid from 
the Lord, neglected and not cared for by him, but over- 
looked and flighted, and no regard had to the injuries 
done him, as the church alfo complains, J/ xl. 27. 
or from whom the way of the Lord was hid; his 
way in the prefent afflictive difpenfations of provi- 
dence, the caufes and reafons of which he could 
not underftand ; not being confcious of any noto- 
rious fin committed, indulged, and continued in, 
that fhould bring thefe troubles on him: or the 
good and right way was hid from him in which he 
fhould walk; he was at a lofs to know which was 
that way, fince by his afflictions he was ready to 
conclude that the way he. had been'walking in was 
not the right, and all his religion was in vain ; and 
according to this fenfe he laboured under the fame 
temptation as A/aph did, Pf. Ixxili. 13, 14. or his 
way of efcape out of his prefent troubles was un- 
known to him; he faw no way open for him, but 
fhut up on every fide: or there was no way for 
others to come to him, at leaft they cared not for 
it; he who had ufed to have a large levee, fome to 
have his counfel and advice, and to be inftructed 
by him, others to afk relief of him, and many of 
the higheft rank and figure to vifit, carefs, and 
compliment him ; but now all had forfaken him, 
his brethren and acquaintance, and his kinsfolk 
and familiar friends kept at a diftance from him, as 
if they knew not the way to him: and whom God 
hath hedged in? not with the hedge of his power, 
providence, and protection, as before; but with 
thorns and afflictions, and in fuch manner as he 
could not get out, or extricate himfelf; all avenues 
and ways of efcape being blocked up, fee Lam. iii. 
9, 9. Hof. ii. 6. though after all, the words may 
be confidered as a conceffion, and as defcriptive of 
a man the reverfe of himfelf, and be fupplied thus ; 
indeed light may be given to a man, a mighty man, 
as the word ° fignifies, a man ftrong, hale, and ro- 
butt ; whofe way is bid, or covered’ who is hid in 
the fecret of God’s prefence, and in the pavilion of 
his power; who dwells in his fecret place, and un- 
der the fhadow of the Almighty, P/. xxxi. 20. and 
xci. 1. who is under the fhelter of his providence, 
prelerved from difeafes of body, and protected from 
the plunder and depredations of enemies, and enjoys 
great affluence and profperity, as his three friends 
about him did, and whom he may point at: and 
whom God bath hedged in, as he had formerly fet a 
hedge about him in his providence, though now 
he had plucked it up; fee ch. i. ro. 

y. 24. For miy fighing cometh before I eat, &c.] 
Or, before my bread, or focd*, before he fat 
down to eat, or had tafted of his food, there were 
nothing but fighing and fobbing, fo that he had 
no appetite for his food, and could take no delight 
in it; and whilft he was eating his tears mingled 
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with it, fo that thefe were his meat and his drink 
continually, and he was fed with the bread and wa- 
ter of affliction ; and therefore what were light and 
life to fuch a’ perfon, who could not have the plea- 
fure of one comfortable meal ? and my roarings are 
poured out like the waters; he not only wept pri- 
vately and in fecret, and cried more publickly both 
to God and in the prefence of men, but fuch was © 
the force and weight of his affliction, that he even 
roared out, and that like a lion ; and his afflictions, 
which were the caufe of thefe roarings, are com- 
pared to waters and the pouring of them out; for 
the noife thefe water-fpouts made, and for the great 
abundance of them, and for their quick and fre- 
quent returns, and long continuance, one wave and 
billow rolling upon another, 

¥.25. For the thing which I greatly feared is 
come upon me, &c.\ Some refer this to his fears 
about his children, left they fhould fin and offend 
God, and bring down his judgments on them, and 
now what he feared was come to pafs, ch. i. 5. others 
take in all his forrows and troubles ; which, thro’ the 
changeablenefs of the world, and the uncertainty 
of all things in it, and the various providences of 
God, he feared would come upon him at one time 
or another; and this he mentions to juftify his ex- 
poftulation, why light and life fhould be continued 
to fuch a man, who, by reafon.of his fear and 
anxiety of mind, never had any pleafure in his 
greateft profperity, deftruction from the Almighty 
being a terror to him; ch. xxxi. 23, but I think it 
is not reafonable to fuppofe that a man of Fod’s 
faith in God, and truft in him, fhould indulge fuch 
fears to fuch a degree; nor indeed that he could 
ever entertain fucha thought in him, nor ever fur- 
mife that fuch fhocking calamities and diftreffes 
fhould come upon him as did: but this is to be 
underftood not of his former life, in profperity, 
but of the beginning of his afflictions; when he 
heard of the lofs of one part of -his fubftance, he 
was immediately poffefled with a fear of lofing ano- 
ther; and when he heard of that, he feared the lofs 
of a third, and even of all; then of his children, 
and next of his health : and that which I was afraid 
of is come unto me; which defigns the fame, in 
other words, or a new affliction ; and particularly, 
the ill opinion his friends had of him: he feared 
that through thefe uncommon afflictions he fhould 
be reckoned an ungodly man, an hypocrite; and 
as he feared, fo it was; this he perceived by the 
filence of his friends, they not fpeaking one word 
of comfort to him; and by their looks at him, and 
the whole of their behaviour to him. 

y. 26. Iwas not in fafety, &c.] This cannot 
refer to the time of his profperity ; for he certainly 
then was in fafety, God having fet an hedge about 
him, fo that none of his enemies, nor even Satan 
himfelf, could come at him to hurt him: neither 
had I ret, neither was I quiet ; which alfo was not 
true of him before his afflictions, for he did then 
enjoy great peace, reft, and quietnefs; he lay in his 
neft at eafe, and in great tranquillity ; and thought 
and faid he fhould die in fuch a ftate, fee ch. xxix. 
18. &. nor is the fenfe of thefe expreffions, that 
he did not take up his reft and fatisfaction in out- 
ward things, and put his truft and confidence in 
his riches, and yet trouble came upon him; but 
this relates to the time of the beginning of his 
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troubles and affliGions, from which time he was notjor, as Mr. Broughton renders it, and now cometh | 
in fafety, nor had any reft and peace ; there was no}vewation ; a frefh one, a fufpicion of hypoerify 5 
intermifion of his forrows ; but as foon as one af-jand upon this turns the whole controverly, ma- 


fli€tion was over, another came: yet trouble came ; 
{till one after another, there was no énd of them; 
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OB’s fore afflictions, and his behaviour under 

them, laid the foundation of a difpute between 
him and his three friends, which begins in this 
chapter, and is carried on to the end of the 31ft; 
when Eliby ftarts up as a moderator between them, 
and the controverfy is at laft decided by God himfelf. 
Eliphaz firft enters the lift with Fob, ¥. 1. introduces 
what he had to fayin a preface, with fome fhew of ten- 
dernefs, friendfhip, and refpect; ¥. 2. obferves his 
former conduétin his profperity, by inftructing many, 
ftrengthening weak hands and feeble knees, and fup- 
porting ftumbling and falling ones, y. 3, 4. with what 
view all this is obferved may be eafily feen, fince he 
immediately takes notice of his prefent behaviour, fo 
different from the former, y. 5. and infults his 
profeffion of faith and hope in God, and fear of 
him, ¥. 6. and fugeefts that he was a bad man, 
and an hypocrite ; and which he grounds upon this 
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naged’ and carried on between him and his friends 
in the following part of this book. 5 
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opened and bleeding wound, which makes it fmart 
the more. oy, 
y. 2. If we affay to commune with thee, wilt thou 
be grieved? &c.| Elipbaz {peaks in. the name of 
himfelf and his two friends, who had doubtlefs con-. 
fulted together, and compared their fentiments of 
ob ; which appearing to be the fame, they formed 
a plan and fcheme’in which they fhould attack 
him, and the part which each fhould take, and»the 
order in which they fhould proceed: thele words 
are faid, either as feemingly doubting whether they 
thould fpeak or be filent; for they may be ren- 
dered, fhall we try, or attempt, to drop or fpeak a - 
word to thee; to enter into a converfation with 
thee ? or, fhall we take up a difcourfe, and carry it 
on with thee, who art grigved already ? or art weary 


and heavy laden, and bore down with the burden 
of affliction, with forrows and troubles; or art im- 


ny 


fuppofition, that no good man was ever deftroyed | patient "under them ; we fear, fhould we, that thou - 


by the Lord; for the truth of which ‘he appeals to 
Job himfelf, ¥. 7. and confirms it by his own ex- 
perience and obfervation, y. 8—11. and {trengthens 
_it by a vifion he had in the night, in which the ho- 
linefs and juftice of God, and the mean and low 
condition of men are declared, y. 12—21. and 


wilt be more grieved and burdened, and become’ 
more impatient ; and therefore know not well what’ 
to do: or elfc, as fuppofing and taking it for 
granted that he would be grieved and burdened, 
and made more reftlefs and uneafy, impatient and 
outrageous, yet they had determined to enter into a’ 


therefore it was wrong in od to infinuate any in- debate with him; for fo the words are by fome ren-. 
juftice in God or in his providence, and a piece of|dered, /bould we peak a word unto thee; or, againft 


‘weaknefs and folly to contend with him. 


y. 1. Then Eliphaz the Temanite anfwered and 
faids| When Fob had done curfing his day, and had 
finifhed his doleful ditty on that fubject, then E/- 
pbaz'took the opportunity of fpeaking, not being 
able to bear any longer with od and his behaviour 
under his affi@ions: E/iphaz was one of od’s 
three friends that came to.vifit him, ch. ii, 11. very 
probably he might be the fenior man, or a man of 
the greateft authority and power; a moft refpect- 
able perfon, had in great efteem and: reverence 
among men, and by thefe his friends, and there- 
fore takes upon him to fpeak firft; or it may be it 
was agreed among themfelves that he fhould begin 
the difpute with od ; and we find, that in the clofe 
of this controverfy the Lord fpeaks to him by 
name, and to him only, ch. xlii. 7. he an/wered; 
not that Yob directed his difcourfe to him, but he 
took occafion, from fod’s afflictions and his paf- 
fionate expreffions, to fay what he did ; and he 
faid not any thing by way of condolence or confo- 
lation, not pitying Yob’s cafe, nor comforting, him 
in his afflicted circumftances, as they required both; 
but reproaching him as a wicked and hypocritical 
man, not acting like himfelf formerly, or accord- 
ing to his profeffion and principles, but juft the re- 
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thee’; even fhould the leaft word be fpoken againft 
thee, thou wilt be weary", or burdened, or grieved, 
or take it ill: we know thou wilt; yet, neverthe= 
lefs, we muft not, we cannot, we will not forbear 
fpeaking: or elfe interrogatively, as our verfion 
and others, w/t thou be grieved? we defire thou 
wouldft not, nor take it ill from us, but all in 
good part ; we mean no hurt, we defign no ill, 
but thy good, and beg thou wilt hear us patiently : 
this fhews how great a man Fob had been, and in 
what reverence and.refpect he was had, that his- 
friends befpeak him after this manner in his low 
eftate ; however, this was artifice in them, to in= 
troduce the difcourfe, and bring on the debate after, 
this fort: dut who can withhold himfelf from Speak= 
ing ? be itasit will, Eliphex fuggelts, though Fob! 
was already and greatly burdened, and would be 
more fo, and break ‘out into greater impatience, 
yet there was a neceflity of fpeaking, it could nor 
be forborn; no man could refrain himfelf from | 
fpeaking, nor ought in fuch a cafe, when the pro~ 
vidence of God was reflected upon, and he was 
blafphemed and evil fpoken of, and charged with — 
igus as ve asa ; in fuch circumftanees, 
no good; no faithful man, could or ought keep’ ’ 
Bias indecd, when the glory of God, he ho- | 


nour of the Redeemer, and the good of fouls re-» — 
verfe: this was a new trial to fob, and fome think | quire it, and a man’s own repuration with refpeét to 
the foreft of all; it was asa fword in his bones,| his faithfulneéfs lies at ftake, filence fhould n 

which was very cutting to. him ‘as oil caft into a} kept, let the confequence be as it may; 
fiery furnace in which he now was, which increafed| far this was the cafe, may be confidered, 
the force and fury of it; and-as vinegar to an}: y. 3. Behold, thou baft infirutted ‘many, &c.) 
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This is introduced with a debold, either as a note of 
admiration, that fuch a man, who had inftructed 
others, fhould act the part he now does; or as a 
note of attention to Fob himfelf, and all others that 
Should hear and read this, to obferve it, and well 
confider it, and make the ‘proper ufe of it; or, as 
a note of affieveration, affirming it:to be true and 
certain, notorious and unqueftionable, as no doubt 
it was: ¥cb was the inftructor, a great man, and 
yet condefcended to teach and inftruct men in the 
beft things, as did alfo 4draham, David, Solomon, 
and others; and a good man, and fo fit to teach 
good things, as every good man is, and who, ac- 
cording to his ability, the giftand meafure of grace 
received, fhould inftruct others ; and a man of great 
gifts he was, both in things natural, civil, and re- 
ligious ; one that could fpeak well, and to the 
purpofe, and fo was apt and able to teach; and 
fuch fhould not difufe and hide their talents * 
the perfons he initruéted were not only his own fa- 
mily,, his children and fervants, as 4drabem before 
him did; but others who attended him, and waited 
for his counfel and advice, his words and doétrine, 
as for the rain, and latter rain, and which dropped 
and diftilled as fuch, fee ch. xxix. 15, 21, 22, 23. 
and thefe were many; his many ignorant neighbours 
about him, or many profeffors of religion, as there 
might be, and it feems there were in this idolatrous 
country ; and many afflicted ones among thefe, 
which is ufually the cafe: Yob_had many {cholars 
in his fchool, of different forts, that attended on 
him; and thefe he inftructed in the knowledge ot 
the true God, his nature, perfections, and works ; 
and of the living Redeemer, his perfon, office, 
grace, and righteouineis ; and of themfelves, the 
impurity of their nature through original fin, he 
was acquainted with; their impotency and inability 
to purge themfelves, to atone for fin, and to juftity 
and make themfelves acceptable to God ; as well as 
~he inftruéted them in the worfhip of God, and the 
manner of it, their duty to him and to one an- 
other, and to. all their fellow-creatures : fome ren- 
der it, thou beft corrected, or reproved many’; he 
had taught the afflicted to be patient under their 
afflictions, and had reproved them for their impa- 
tience ; and the defign of E/iphaz is to upbraid him 
with it, as in Rom. ii. 21. thou that didft correét 
others for their unbecoming behaviour under af- 
flictions, art thy felf guilty of the fame; turpe eft 
doétori, cum culpa redarguit ipfum : and thou baft 
Strengthened the weak bands; either fuch as hung 
down through want of food, by giving it to them, 
both corporal and fpiritual, which ftrengthens 
mens hearts, and fo their-hands ; or through flug- 
gifhnefs, by exhorting and ftirring them up to be 
active and diligent; or through fear of enemies, 
efpecially fpiritual ones, as fin, Satan, ‘and the 
world; by reafon of whofe numbers and ftrength 
good men are apt to be difpirited, and ready to caft 
away their fpiricual armour, particularly the fhield 
of faith and confidence in God, as faint-hearted 
foldiers in war, to which the allufion is : and thefe 
were ftrengthened by telling them that all their 
enemies were conquered, and they were more than 
conquerors over them ; that the victory was cer- 
tain, and their warfare accomplifhed, or would 
quickly be: or elfe, whofe hands were weak through 


4 


- a fenfe of fin and danger, and being in expectation 


of the wrath and vengeance of God ; and who were 
ftrengthened by obferving to them that there was a 
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Saviour appointed and expected, a living Redeemer, | 
who would. ftand upon che earth in the latter day, 


and fave them from their fins, and from wrath to 


come; fee Jf xxxv. 3, 4. or rather, fuch whofe 
hearts'and hands were weak through fore and heavy 
afflictions, whom 7od ftrengthened by fhewing them 
that their afflictions were of God; not by chance, 
but by appointment, and according to the fove- 
reign will of God ; that they were for their good, — 
either temporal, {piritual, or eternal; and that they 
would not continue always, but have an end; and 
therefore fhould be patiently bore, fee Heb. xii. 
Bey De , 

Wi 4. Thy words bave upbolden him that was fal- 
ling, 8cc.} Or fumbling” ; that was ftumbling at 
the providence of God in fuffering good men to 
be afflicted,-and wicked men to profper ; which 
has been the ftumbling-block of God’s people in 
allages ; fee Pf. Ixxii. 2,°3. or that was {tum 
dling and falling off from the true religion by 
realon of, the revilings and reproaches of men,. and 
their perfecutions for it; which is fometimes the 
cafe, not only of nominal profeffors, Matt. xiii. 
21. but of true believers, though they don’t fo 
itumble and fall as to perifh: or elfe being under 
afflictions themfelves, were ready to fink under 
them, their ftrength being fmall,; now od. was 
helped to fpeak fuch words of comfort and advice 
to perfons imany and every of thefe circumftances, 
as to fupport them and preferve them from falling; 
and to enable. them to keep their place and ftation 
among the people of God. The Targum inter- 
prets it of fuch as were falling into fin ; the words 
of good men to {tumbling and falling profeffors, 
whether into fin, or into affliction by it, are often 
very feafonable, and very ufeful, when attended 
with the power and {fpirit of God : and thou haft 


irengthened the feeble knees ; that were tottering and 


trembling, and bending, -and not able to bear up | 
under the weight of fin, which lay as an heavy 
burden, too heavy to bear; or of afflictions very 
erievous and intolerable ; to fuch perfons fod had 
often fpoken words that had been ufeful to alleviate 
their troubles, and fupport'them under them. It 
may be obferved, that the cafes and circumftances 
of good men in early times were much the fame as 
they are now; that there is no temptation or affliction 
that befals the faints, but what has been common ; 
and that ob’ was a man of great gifts, grace, and 
experience, and had the tongue of the learned, to 
fpeak a word in feafon to every weary foul, in 
whatfoever condition they ‘were : and all this fo 
very laudable in him, is not obferved to his com- 
mendation, but to his reproach ; to fhew that he 
was nota man of real virtue, that he contradicted’ 
himfelf, and did not act according to his profef- 


fion and’ principles, and the doctrines he taught 


others, and was an hypocrite at heart ; though no 
fuch conclufion follows, fuppofing he had not 
aéted up altogether to his principles and former 
conduét ; for it is a difficult thing for any good 
man to act entirely according tothem, or to behave 
the fame in profperity as in adverfity ; or to take 
that advice themfelves in affliction, and follow it, 
they have given to others, and yet not be charge- 
able with hypocrify. It would have been much 
better in Eliphaz and his friends to have made an- 
other ufe of Fob’s former conduc and behaviour, 
namely, to have imitated it, and endeavoured to 


have comforted, ftrengthened, and upheld him 
in 
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in his prefent diftrefled circumftances ; inftead of 
that he infults him as follows. 
¥. 5. But now it is come upon thee, and thou 
fainteft, &c.| The affliction and evil that he feared 
ch. iii 25. or rather the fame trials and affiictions 
were come upon him as had been on thofe whom 
he had inftruéted and reproved, and whofe hands 
and hearts he had ftrengthened and comforted ; 
and yet now thou thytelf fainteft, or art weary”, or 
art bore down and finkeft under the burden, and 
beareft it very impatiently *, quite contrary to the 
advice given to others; and therefore it was con- 
cluded he could not be a virtuous, honett, and up 
right man at heart, only in fhew and appearance. 
Bolducius renders the words, God cometh unto thee, 
or thy God cometh, very wrongly, thougtrthe fenfe 
may be the fame; God cometh and vifits thee by 
laying his afflicting hand upon thee ; it toucheth 
thee, and thou art troubled , {uggefting that it was 
but a touch, a flight one, a light affliction ; there: 
by leffening 70d’s calamity and diftrefs, or making 
little and light of it, and aggravating his impa- 
tience under it, that for fuch a trial as this he 
fhould be fo exceffively troubled, his paffions 
fhould be fo violently moved, and he be thrown 
into fo much diforder and confufion, and be impa- 
tient beyond meafure; no bounds being fet to his 
rief, and the expreflions of it; yea, even to be 
i the utmoft confternation and amazement, as the 
word ° fignifies. 
¥. 6. Is not this thy fear, &c.}] The fear of God, 
that which is of him, comes from him, isa grace 
of his implanted in the hearts of his people at 
converfion, and is increafed and encouraged, and 
drawn forth into frefh exercife through the grace 
and goodnefs of God difplayed; for a flavith fear. 
or a fear of punifhment, of wrath and damnation, 
is not the true grace of fear, which may be in un- 
regenerate men, and even in the devils; but this 
lies in a reverential affection for God on account of 
his goodnefs, and in a carefulnefs not to offend him 
on that account; in an hatred of fin, and a de- 
parture from it ; in an attendance on the worthip 
of God, and is fometimes put for the whole of it; 
and is accompanied with faith in God, joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, humility of foul, and holinefs of heart 
and life: now Fob profeffed to have this fear ot 
God in his heart, and was thought to have it ; this 
was his general character, ch. i. 1. but in his pre- 
fent cafe and circumftances, E/ipbaz afks what was 
become of it, where it was now, and in what it 
appeared ? and jeers him about it, as if he fhould 
fay, does it lie in this, in fainting and finking un- 
der afflictions, in being troubled and terrified, and 
thrown into a confternation by them, and in break 
ing out into fuch rafh expreffions of God and his 
providence ? is it come to this at laft, or rather to 
nothing at all? for he fuggefts either that 70d never 
had the true grace of fear in him, contrary to the 
character given of him, and confirmed by God 
himfelf, ch. i. 1, 8. and ii. 3. or that he had caft 
it off, and it was gone from him, and left, ch. xv. 
4. which can never be, where it once is, it being the 
great fecurity againft a final and total apoftacy 
trom God, Fer. xxxii. 40. or that what he had was 


on his heart, he could never have curfed the day of 
his birth, nor. arraigned the providence of God, ~ 
and charged him with injuttice, as he fuppofed he 
did ; whereby his fear, his piety, his religion he 
had profeffed, appeared to be juft nothing at all*: 
it follows, thy ‘confidence, that is, in God; for 
Fob profeffed none in any other, in any creature or 
creature-enjoyment, ch, xxxi. 24. this when right 
is a ftrong act of faith and truft in the Lord, a 
thorough perfuafion and full affurance of intereft 
in him as a covenant-God, and in his love and fa- 
vour, and in Chrift as the living Redeemer, and of 
the truth of the work of grace upon the heart, and 
of the certainty of the performance of it ; alfoa 
holy boldnefs in prayer to God, and a firm and af- 
fured belief of being heard and anfwered ; as well 
as an open and courageous profeffion of him before 
men, without any fear of them ; for all this Fod 
had been famous, and now he is afked where it all 
was ? and what was become of it ? how it appear- 
ed now? and intimates he never had any, or had 
caft it away, and that it was come to nothing; as 
was concluded from the rafh-expreffions of his - 
lips, and from the finkings of his fpirit under his 
prefent afflictions; but 70d’s truft and confidence 
in’ God and in Cérif ftill continued ; fee ch. xiii. 
15. and xix. 25. thy hope; which alfo is a grace 
wrought in the heart, in regeneration ; is of things 
unfeen and future, yet to be enjoyed either here or 
hereafter ; and that which is right has Chri for 
its objeét, ground, and foundation, and is of fin- 
gular ufe to keep up the {pirits of men under af- 
fictive providences : and E/ipbaz obferving Fob to 
be very :impatient under them, enquires about his 
hope; and intimates that what he had profefied to 
have was the hope of the hypocrite, and not real, 
and was now come to nothing ; hope that is true, 
though it may become low, it cannot be loft; nor 
was ‘fob’s, efpecially with refpect to fpiritual and 
eternal things ; fee ch. xiv. 7, 14. and xix. 25, 26, 
27. and the uprightne/s of thy ways? before God 
and men, walking uprightly in the ways of God, 
according to the revelation of his will made unto 
him, and acting the juft and upright part in all 
his dealings with men ; and for which he was cele- 
brated, and is a part of the character before given 
of him, ch. i. 1, 8. andii. 3. but it is infinuated 
by Eliphaz, that there was nothing in it; it was 
only in fhew, in appearance, it was not from the 
heart; orit would not be thus with him as it was, 
nor would he behave in the manner he now did: 
fome read the words asin the margin, and in fome 
copies of our bible, 7s not thy fear thy confidence ? 
and the uprightne/s of thy ways thy bope ? and with 
fome little variation Mr. Broughton , is not thy relie 
gion ‘thy hope, and thy right woys thy confidence? 
that is, didft thou not hope and expect, and even 
wert thou not confident of it, that becaufe of thy 
fear of. God, and of the uprightnefs of thy ways 
before men, that thou fhouldit not only be in- 
creafed in thy worldly fubftance, but be preferved 
and protected in the enjoyment of it? and were 
not thefe the reafons which’ induced thee to be re- 
ligious, and make fuch a fhew of it? fuggefting, 
rat that he was only religious from mercenary views, 
merely hypocritical, like that which is taught by}and felfith principles, and fo tacitly charges him 
the precept of men, was only in appearance, and|with what the devil himfelf did, ch. i. 9. and this 
not in reality, as his conduct now fhowed ; for had] way go many Fewi/b and Chriffian interpreters ¢ : 
he had the true fear of God before his eyes, and|fome render the words much in the fame way, 


but 
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but toa better fenfe, and more in favour of Yod,| fides, innocent and righteous pérfons are often in- 
and by way or inftruction and comfort to him: | volved in the fame calamities as wicked men are, 
foould not thy fear be thy confidence, and thy hope, and| and their affictions are the fame ; only with this 
the uprinbtne/s of thy ways *? fhouldft thou not take | difference, to the one they are the proper punith- 
encourigement from thy fear of God, and the up-| ment of fin, to the other they are fatherly chaftife- 
rightnels of thine heart and ways, to expect deli-} ments and trials of their grace, and iffue in their 
verance and falvation, and not faint and fink as} good 5 the 7argum explains it of fuch perfons, as 
thou dott? or is not this the caufe of all thine im-| dérabam, Ijaac, and Facod, none fuch as they 
patience, thy fear of God, truft and hope in him, | perifhing, or being cut off. 
and thine integrity ? concluding thou fhouldft have} y. 8. Even as | have feen, &c.] Here he goes 
been dealt with after another manner for the fake|about to prove by his own experience, the de- 
of thefe things, and therefore art ready to think | ftruction of wicked men; and would intimate, that 
thou art hardly dealt with by God, having de- | 0d was fuch an one, becaufe of the ruin he was 
ferved better treatment; thus making ¥od to think | fallen into: they that plow iniquity, and fow wicked- 
highly of himfelf, and to entertain wrong notions | ne/s, reap the fame; figurative expreffions, deno- 
ot God; fo Scdimidt, but the firft fenfe I have} ting that fuch who devife iniquity in their hearts, 
given of the words, feems beft. form and plan fchemes of it in their minds, fig- 
¥.7. Remember, I pray thee, who ever perifhed\nified by plowing iniquity, and who were ftudious 
being innocent? &c. ] Here Eliphazx appeals to}and diligent to put into practice what they deviled ; 
Job himielf, and defires him to recolle¢t if ever} who took a great deal of pains to commit fin, and 
any one initance had fallen under ,his obfervation, | were conftant at it, exprefled by fowing wickedne/s ; 
in the whole courfe of his life, or it had ever been|thefe fooner or later eat the fruit of their doings, 
told him by credible perfons, that an innocent man,}are punifhed in proportion to their crimes, even 
by whom he means not one entirely free from fin|in this life, as well as hereafter, fee Hof. viii. 7. 
‘original or actual, for he knew there was no fuch|and x, 13. Gal. vi. 7, 8. though a Fewi/h com- 
perions in the world, fince the fall of 4dam, but a| mentator ° obferves, that the thought of fin is de- 
truly good and gracious man, who was not guilty | figned by the firft phrafe ; the endeavour to bring 
of any notorious and capital crime, or did not live}it into ation by the fecond; and the finifhing of 
a vicious courfe of life; if heever knew or heard of | the work, or the actual commifiion of the evil, by 
any fuch perfons that peri/bed; which cannot be un-|the third ; the punifhment thereof being what is 
derftood of eternal ruin and deftruction, which |expreffed in the next verfe; the Targum applies 
would be at once granted, that fuch as thefe de-{ this to the generation of the flood. 
fcribed can never perifh in fuch a fenfe, but have} yy. 9. By the blaft of God they perifh, &c.] They 
everlafting life ; nor of a corporal death, which is| and their works, the plowers, fowers and reapers 
fometimes the fenfe of perifhing, fince it is noto-|of iniquity; the allufion is to the blafting of corn 
rious that innocent and righteous perfons fo perifh | by eaft-wind, or by mildew, &c. having ufed the 
or die, fee Eccl. vii, 15. J/. lvii. 1. and could it be| figures of plowing and fowing before; and which 
meant of a violent death, an.anfwer might have} is as foon and as eafily done as corn, or any thing 
been returned ; and E/ipdaz perhaps was not ac-|elfe, is blafted in the above manner; and denotes the 
quainted with it himielf, that that innocent and] fudden and eafy deftruction of wicked men by the 
righteous perfon Adel thus perifhed by the hands of| power of God, ftirred up by his wrath and indig- 
his brother : but this is rather to be underftood of| nation, becaufe of their fins; who when he blows 
perifhing by afflictions, fore and heavy ones, not ordi-|a blaft on their perfonsj fubftance and families, 
nary but extraordinary ones; and which are, or look] they perifh at once: sik by the breath of bis no- 
like the judgments of God on men, whereby they lofe| /frils are they confumed , meaning his wrath and an- 
their all, their fubftance, their fervants, their chil-| ger, which is like a ftream of brimftone, and 
dren, as well as their own health, which was od’s | kindles a fire on the wicked, which are as fuel to 
cafe; and therefore if no parallel inftance of an]it, and are foon confumed by it; the allufion is to 
innocent perfon ever being in the like cafe, it is] breath in a man’s noftrils, and the heat of his 
infinuated that od could not be an innocent man :| wrath and fury difcovered thereby: fome think 
or where were the righteous cut off? fuch as are |this refers to ¥0d’s children being deftroyed by the 
truly righteous in the fight of God, as well as be-| wind, fee J/. xi. 4. 
fore men, who have the gift of righteoufnefs be-] y. 10, The roaring of the lion, and the voice of 
ftowed on them, and live foberly, righteoufly and | the fierce lion, &c.] Which Aven Ezra interprets 
godly ; in what age or country was it ever known |of God himfelf, who is’compared to a lion; who 
that fuch perfons, in their family and fubftance,|not only by his voice terrifies, but in his wrath 
were cut off by the hand and providence of God, | tears the wicked in pieces, and deftroys them, and 
and abandoned and forfaken by him, and reduced | fo is a-continuation of the preceding account ; and 
¢o fuch circumftances, that there could be no hope} others, as R. Mo/es and R. Fonab, whom he men- 
of their ever being in profperous ones again ? and| tions, take this to be a continuation of the means 
fob now being in fuch a forlorn and miferable cafe|and methods by which God deftroys wicked men 
and condition, it is fuggefted, that he could not be a|fometimes, namely, by beafts of prey; this be- 
righteous man: but admitting that no fuch inftance |ing one of his fore judgments he threatens men 
could be produced, Eliphaz was too hafty and} with, and inflicts upon men, fee Lev. xxvi. 22. 
premature in his conclufion ; feeing, as it after ap-| Ezek. xiv. 21. and in this they are followed by 
peared, Job was not fo cut off, abandoned and|fome chriftian interpreters, who render the words 
forfaken by God, as not to rifeany more ; for his| at or by the roaring of the lion, and by the voice of 
latter end was greater than his beginning: and be-\ the fierce lion, by the tetth of the young lions ‘, my 
; the 
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the wicked are broken, ground to pieces, and ut- 
terly deftroyed; but it is better with Yarebi, Ben 
Gerfom, and others, to underfland it of kings and 
ptinces, of the mighty ones of the earth, tyran- 
nical and oppreffive rulers and governors ; compa- 
rable to lions of different ages, becaufe of their 
grandeur and greatnefs, their power and might, 
their cruelty and oppreffion in their feveral diffe- 
tent capacities; fignifying, that thefe do not efcape 
the righteous judgments of God: the Targum in- 
terpreis the roaring of the lion of E/aw, and the 
voice of the fierce lion of Edom ; and another Fewi/h 
writer* of Nimred, the firft tyrant and oppreffor, 
the mighty hunter before the Lord; but thefe are 
too particular; wicked men in power and authority 
in general are here, ahd in the following claufes, 
intended, fee Jer. iv. 7. and]. 17. Nabum ii. 11, 
12, 13. 1 Zim. iv. 17. and the fenfe is, that fuch 
plowers and fowers of iniquity as are like to fierce 
and, roaring lions, are eafily and quickly deftroyed 
by the Lord: aud the teeth of the young lions are 
broken ; the power of fuch mighty ones to do 
mifchief is taken away from them, and they and 
their families are brought to ruin ; the teeth of 
lions are very ftrong in both jaws ; they have 14 
teeth, four incifors or cutters, four canine or dog 
teeth, fix molares or grinders. 

¥. 11. Lhe old lion perifbeth for lack of prey, &c.] 
Or rather the flout and firong lion °, that is moft able 
to take the prey, and moft fkilful at it, yet fuch fhall 
perifh for want of it; not fo much for want of finding 
it, or of power to feizeit, as of keeping it when got, 
it being takenaway from him ; fignifying, that God 
oftentimes in his providence takes away from cruel 
oppreflors, what they have got by oppreffion, and 
fo they are brought into ftarving and famifhing 
circumftances. The Septuagint renders the word 
by myrmecoleon, or the ant-lion, which Jf/dore ‘ thus 
defcribes, ‘ it is a little animal, _ very troublefome 
to ants, which hides itfelf in the duft, and kills 
the ants as they carry their corn ; hence it is called 
both a lion and an ant, becaufe to other animals 
jt is asan ant, and to the ants as a lion,” and there 
fore can’t be the lion here fpoken of; though 
Strabo® and Aélianus* {peak of lions in Arabia and 


thefe creatures, and therefore his calamities righ? 
teoufly came upon him. 
y.12. New a thing was feeretly brought to me, 
&c.] From reafon and experience, Eiiphaz pro- 
ceeds to a vifion and revelation he had from God, 
fhewing the purity and holinefs of God, and the 
frailty, weaknefs, folly and finfulnefs of men, b 
which it appears that men cannot be juft in the fight 
of God, and therefore it muft be wrong in Fo to in- 
fift upon his innocence and integrity. Some in- 
deed have thought, that this was a mere fiction of 
Elipbaz, and not areal vifion ; yea, fome have 
gone fo far as to pronounce it a diabolical one, 
but without any juft foundation ; for there is no- 
thing in the manner or matter of it, but what is 
agreeable to a divine vifion or to a revelation from 
God; befides, tho’ Z/iphaz was a miftaken man in the. 
cafe of Fob, yet was a good man, as may be concluded 
from the acceptance of a facrifice for him by the 
Lord, which was offered for him by od, accord- 
ing to the order of God, and therefore could never 
be guilty of fuch an impofture; nor does Fab 
ever charge him with any falfhood in this matter, 
who doubtlefs would have been able to have tra- 
verfed and expofed hims add to all this, that in 
his difcourfe annexed to and continued along with 
this account, ftands a paflage, which the Apoftle 
has quoted as of divine in{piration, 1 Cor, iii, 19. 
from ch. v.13. When £iipbaz had this vifion, 
whether within the feven days of his vifit to Jed, or 
before, fome time ago, which he might call to mind 
on this occafion, and judging it appofite to thé pre- 
fent cafe, thought fit to relate ir, is not certain, 
nor very material to know: it is introduced after 
this manner, a ¢hing or word, a word of prophecy, 
a word from the Lord, a revelation of his mind 
and will, which was hidden and fecret, and what 
before he was not fo well acquainted with ; this 
was brought unto him by the Spirit of God, or by 
a meffenger from the Lord, fent on this occafion, 
and for this purpofe; and the manner in which it 
was brought was /ecretly or by ftealth, as Mr. Brough- 
ton and others ' render it; it was /telen unto him, 
or fecretly brought, as the Targum, and we, and 
others™; it was in a private way or manner; or 


Babylon called ants, which feem to be a fpecies of} /uddenly, as fome others", at unawares, when it 


lions, and being in thofe countries, might be known 
Megafihenes * {peaks of ants in India. 


to Eliphaz. 
as big as foxes, of great {wiftnefs, and get their 
living by hunting: and the ftout lion’s whelps are 
feattered abroad; or the whelps of the lione/s*, thefe 
are fcattered from the lion and lionefs, and from 
one another,' to feek for food, but in vain; the 
Targum applies this to J/mael, and his pofterity ; 
archi, and others, to the builders of Badel, faid 
to be fcattered, Gez. xi. 8. rather reference may be 


had to the giants, the men of the old world, who! 


filled the earth with violence, which was the caufe 
of the flood being brought upon the world of the 
ungodly. Some think that £/iphax has a regard 
to Fob in all this, and that by the fierce lion he de- 
figns and defcribes fob as an oppreffor and tyrant, 
and by the /ione/s, his wife, and by the young lions, 
and hion’s whelps, his children; and indeed, tho’ 
he may not directly defign him, yet he may ob- 
liquely point at him, and fuggeft, that he was 
like to the men he had in view, and compares to 
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this in the Arabic language, that it fignifiesa fring 
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was not expected by him: it may have refpect to 
the ftill and filent manner in which it was revealed ~ 
to him, ¢here was silence, and he beard. a voice, a 
ftill one, a fecret whifper ; or to the almoft invifi- 
ble perfon that revealed it, whofe image he faw, 
but could not difcern his form and likenefs; or 
it may be tothe diftinguifhing favour he enjoyed, in 
haying this revelation particularly made to him, and, 
not to others; he heard this word, as it were, be- 
hind the curtain, or vail, as the Jews ° fay, ex- 
plaining this paflage: mine ear received a little of. ~ 
it; this revelation was made, not by an impulf r . 
upon his fpirits, but vocally, a voice was heard, 
as after declared, and E/ipbaz was attentive to its. 
he liftened to what was faid, and catched at it, 
and took it in with much delight and pleafure, tho” 
but a imall part of it, as his capacity was able to 
retain it; or it was but a fmall part of the will of 
God, an hint of his only, as fome interpret ie 
Schultens has fhewn, from the ufe of a word near “ 
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of pearls; and fo may defign a fett of evangelic 
‘truths, comparable to gold, filver, and precious 
ftones, and which are indeed more defirable than 
them, and preterable to them ; what they are, will 
be obferved hereafter. 

y.13. Ja thoughts from the vifions of the night, 
&c.}° Whillt E/iphaz was thinking of, and medi- 
tating upon divine things, or whilft he was revol- 
ving in his mind fome night-vifions he had, before 
this was made unto him, fee Dez. ii. 29. in me- 
ditation the Lord is often pleafed to make known 
more of his mind and will to his people; and this 
is one way in which he was wont to do it in former 
times, in a vifion either in the day, as fometimes, 
or in the night, as at others, and as here, fee Numd. 
xii. 6. when deep fleep falleth on men; on forrowful 
men, as Mr. Broughton renders it; fuch who have 
been laborious all the day, and getting their bread 
with forrow and trouble, and are weary; who as foon 
as they lie down fall afleep, and fleep falls on them, 
and to fuch it is fweet, as the wife men fays, Eccl. 
v. 12. now it was-at fuch a time when men ordi- 
narily and commonly are afleep, that this vifion 
was had. 

y.14. Fear came upon me, and trembling, &c.] 
Not only a dread of mind, but trembling of body; 
which was often the cafe even with good men, 
whenever there was any unufual appearance of God 
unto them by a voice, or by any reprefentation, or 
by an angel; as with Abrabem in the vifion of the 
pieces, and with Mofes on mount Sinai, and with 
Daniel in fome of his vifions, and with Zechariah, 
when an angel appeared and brought him the t- 
dings of a fon to be born to him; which arifes from 
the frailty and weaknefs of human nature, a con- 
fcioufnefs of guilt, a fenfe of the awful majefty of 
God, and an uneafy apprehenfion of what may be 
the confequences of it: which made all my bones to 
hake ; not only there was inward fear and outward 
tremor of body, but to fuch a degree, that not 
one joint in him was ftill; all the members of his 
body fhook, and every bone was as if it was loofed, 
which are the more firm and folid parts, as is com- 
mon in any confiderable tremor. 
yi15. Then a fpirit paffed before my face, &c.] 
Which fome interpret of a wind?, a bluftering 
_ wind, that blew ftrong in his face; and fo the Zar- 
_ gum renders it, a ftormy wind, fuch an one as E/i- 

jab perceived when the Lord fpoke to him, tho’ 
he was not in that, 1Kzags xix. 11. or fuch a whirl- 
wind, out of which the Lord fpake to Fob, ch. 
Xxxviii. 1. or rather as Farchi, an angel, an im- 
material fpirit, one of Yehovah’s miniftring {pirits, 
clothed in an human form, and which paffed and 
repaffled before Eliphaz, that he might take notice 
of it: the hair of my flefh flood up; erect, through 
furprize and dread; which is fometimes the cafe, 
when any thing aftonifhing and terrible is beheld ; 
the blood at {uch times making its way to the 
heart, for the prefervation of that leaves the exter- 
nal members of the body cold, and the fkin of the 
flefh, in which the hair is, being contracted by 
the impetuous influx of-the nervous fluid, caufes 
the hair to ftand upright, particularly the hair 
of the head, like the prickles of hedge-hogs *; 
which has been ufual at the fight of an appari- 


tion *. 
¥.16. It flood ftill, &c.]} That is, the fpirit, or 
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the angel in a vifible form.; it was before going to 
and fro, but now it ftood ftill right againft Ziiphaz, as 
if it had fomething to fay to him, and fo preparing 
him to attend to it; which he might do the better, 
it ftanding before him whilft {peaking to him, that he 
might have the opportunity of taking more notice of 
it: dut notwithftanding this advantageous pofition of 
it, Lcould not difcern the form thereof, what it was, 
whether human or any other :-a% image was before mine 
eyes; he faw fomething, fome appearance and like- 
nefs, but could not tell what it was; perhaps the fear 
and furprize he was in hindered him from taking 
in any diftinét idea of it, or that particular notice 
of it, fo as to be able to form in his own mind any 
fuitable notion of it, or to defcribe it to others - 
there was fi/ence both in the ipirit or image, which 
ftanding ftill, made no rufhing noife, and inEviphaz 
himfelf, who kept in his breath, and liftened with 
all the attention he could to it; or a fmall low voice, 
as Ben Melech interprets it: fo it follows, and I heard 
@ voice; a diftiné articulate voice or found of 
words, very audibly delivered by the fpirit, or 

image that ftood betore him : /aying; as follows. 
¥.17. Shall mortal man be more juft than God? 
&c.] Poor weak, frail, dying man, and fo finful, 
as his mortality fhews, which is the effect of fin; 
how fhould fuch a man be more righteous than 
God? who is fo originally and effentially of him- 
felf, completely, perfectly, yea, infinitely righteous 
in his nature, and in his works, both of providence 
and grace ; in chaftizing his people, punifhing the 
wicked, and beftowing favours upon his friends, 
even in their election, redemption, juftification, par- 
don, and eternal happinefs: yea, not only prophane 
wicked finners can make no pretenfions to. any 
thing of this kind, but even the beft of men, none 
being without fin, no not man in his beft eftate; 
for the rightcoufnefs he had then was of God, and 
therefore he could not be more juft than he that 
made him‘upright. This comparative fenfe, which 
our verfion leads to, is more generally received ; 
but it feems not to be the fenfe of the pafiage, fince 
this is a truth clear from reafon, and needed no vi- 
fion or revelation to difcover it; nor can it be 
thought that God would fend an angelic fpirit in 
{uch an awful and pompous manner, to declare 
that which every one knew, and no man would con- 
tradict ; even the moft felf-righteous and felf-fufi- 
cient.man would never be fo daring and infolent, 
as to fay he was. more righteous than God ; but the 
words fhould be rather rendered, /hall mortal man. 
be juftified by God, or be jut from God? or with 
him, or defore him‘, in his fight, by any‘righteouf- ~ 
nefs in him, or done by him ? fhall he enter into 
his prefence, ftand at his bar, and be examined there, 
and go away from thence in the fight, and account 
of God, as a righteous perfon of himfelf? no, he 
cannot; now this is a doctrine oppofed to carnal rea- 
foning, and the common fentiments of men, a doc- 
trine of divine revelation, a precious truth + this 
is the ftring of pearls Eliphaz received, fee ¥. 12. 
that mortal man is of himfelf an unrighteous crea- 
ture; that he can’t be juftified by his own righ- 
teoufhefs in the fight of God; and that he mutt 
look and feek out for a better righteoufnefs than 
his own, to juftify him before God ; and this 
agrees with E/ipbaz’s interpretation of the vifion, 
ch, xv. 14. with the fentiments of his friend £i/- 
' : dad, 
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and not angels reconciling men, or drawing the 
plan of their reconciliation ; and when this feerer, 
being concluded on and fettled, was revealed to 
angels, it is thought by fome to be the reafon of 
fo many of them apoftatizing from God; they chu- 
fing rather to have nothing to do with him, than 
to be under the Son of God in human nature: but 
befides this, there are many other things God has 
not trufted the angels with, as his purpofes and 
decrees within himfelf, and the knowledge of the 
times and feafons of the accomplifhment of them, 
particularly the day and hour of judgment; tho’ 
the fenfe here rather fees to be this, that God 
does not, and did not truft them with themfelves ; 
he knew their natural weaknels, frailty, mutability, 
how liable they were to fin and fall from him, and 
therefore he chofe them in Chrift, put them into 
his hands, and made him head over them, and fo 
confirmed and eftablifhed them in him and as it 
may be rendered, did not put ftability or firmne/s™ 
in them, fo as to ftand of themfelves ; or perfection 
in them, as fome render it*, which cannot be ina 
Creature, as itis in God: and his angels be charged 
with folly, that is comparatively, with refpect to 
himfelf, in comparifon of whom all creatures are 
foolifh, be they ever fo wife ; for he is all-wife, and 
only wife; angels are very knowing and intelligent 
in things natural and evangelical, but their know- 
ledge is but imperfect, particularly in the latter; as 
appears by their being defirous of looking into 
thofe things which refpeét the falvation of men, 
and by learning of the church the manifold wif— 
dom of God, 1 Pet. i. 12. Eph. iii, 10. or by 
folly is meant vanity, weaknefs, and imperfection’, 
a liablenefs to fall, which God obferved in them ; 
and which are in every creature in its beft eftate, 
and were in Adam in his ftate of innocence, and fo 
in the angels that fell not, efpecially previous. to 
their confirmation by Chrift, fee Pf xxxix., 5. 
and fo the fenfe is the fame with the preceding 
claufe : fome render it by repeating the negative 
from that, and he putteth not glorying or boafting in 
his angels”; he makes no account of their duties 
and fervices, fo as to glory in them ; it is an hum- 
bling him{elf to regard them ; or he puts nothing 
in them that they can boaft of, fince they have no- 
thing of themfelves, all from him, and therefare 
cannot glory as though they had received it not.. 
Others obferve, that the word has the fignification 
of light, and differently render the paflage ; fome, 
though be putteth light in his angels*, makes them 
angels of light, comparable to morning-ftars, yet 
he puts no truft in them; and what they have is 
from him, and therefore not to be compared with 
him, nor can they glory in themfelves 5 or, be pute 
teth not light, or not clear light into. them”; that 
which is perfect, and free from all manner of dark- 
nefs ; fuch only is in himfelf che Father of lights, 
with whom it dwells in perfection, and there is no 
fhadow of turning in him: fome would have this 
underftood of the evil angels, whom God charged 
with folly; but this is too low aterm, a phrafe 
to make them his counfellors about it; no, Chrift | not {trong enough to exprefs their fin and wicked- 
nly was the wonderful counfellor in this affair, | nefs, who are not chargeable only with imprudence, 
the counfel of peace, or that refpecting the peace| but with rebellion and treafon againft '3 nor 
and reconciliation of men was only between him| does this fenfe agree with parallel places, ch. xv. 
and his Father ; God was only in and with Chrift,| 14, 15, 16. and xxv. 4, 5. and befides, the beauty 


dad, who feems to have fome refpect to it, ch. 
xxv. 4. and alfo of Yed himfelf, ch. ix. 2. and 
in like manner are we to underftand the following 
clauie : fhall a man be more pure than bis maker ? 
even the greateft and beft of men, fince what pu- 
rity was in Adam, in a ftate of innocence, was from 
God ; and what good men have in a itate of grace, 
is from the grace of God and blood of Chrift, 
without which no man is pure at all, and there- 
fore can’t be purer than him from whom they have 
it: or rather de pure from, or with, or before bis 
maker“, or be fo accounted by him; every man 
is impure by his firft birth, and in his nature-ftate, 
and therefore can’t ftand before a pure and holy 
God, who is of purer eyes than to behold inquity ; 
or go away from his prefence, and be reckoned by 
him a pure and holy creature of himfelf; nor can 
any thing that he can do in a moral or ceremo- 
nial manner, cleanfe him from his impurity ; and 
therefore it is neceflary he fhould apply to the 
grace of God, ad blood of Chrift, for his puri- 
fication, 

yx. 08. Bebold, be put no truft in bis Jervants, 
&c.] Some think the divine oracle or revelation 
ends in the preceding verfe, and that here Eliphaz 
makes fome ufe and improvement of it, and ad- 
dreffes Fob, and argues with him upon it, with a 
view to his cafe and circumftances ; but rather the 
account of what the oracle faid, or was delivered 
by revelation, is continued to the end of the chap- 
ter, there being nothing unworthy of God, either 
in the matter or manner of it: and here Eliphaz 
himfelf is addreffed, and this addrefs, ufhered in 
with a debold, as a note of admiration, affeveration 
and attention; it being fomewhat wonderful and of 
importance, fure and certain, and which deferved 
to be liftened to, that God, the maker of men and 
angels, did not, and does not, put any truft or con- 
fidence in Lis fervants; meaning not the prophets 
in particular, as the Yargum, though they are in 
an eminent fenfe the fervants of God ; nor righ- 
teous men in general, as Yarchi and others, who tho’ 
heretofore fervants of fin, yet thro’ grace become 
fervants of righteoufnels, and of God ; but as men 
who dwelt in houfes of clay, are oppofed to them, 
and diftinguifhed from them in the next verfe, they 
muft be underftood of angels, as the following 
claufe explains it; who always ftand before God, 
miniftring unto him, ready)to do his will, and 
to do it in the moft perfect manner creatures are 
capable of ; they go forth at his command into the 
feveral parts of the world, and execute his orders ; 
they worfhip him, and celebrate his perfections, 
afcribing honour and glory, wifdom, power and 
bleffing to hit ; and this they do chearfully, con- 
ftantly and inceffandy. Now though God has in- 
trufted thefe fervants of his with many meffages of 
importance, both under the Old and New Tefta- 
ment-difpeniation; yet he has not trufted them with 
the falvation of men, to which they are not equal, 
but has put it into the hands of his Son; nor in- 
deed did he truft them with the fecret of it, fo as 
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of the comparifon of them with men would be 
loft, and the ftrength of the argument with refpect 
to them would be fadly weakened, which we have 
in the following verfe. 
y¥. 19. How much lefs on them that dwell in houfes 
of clay, &c.] Meaning men, but not as dwelling 
in houfes, in a proper fenfe, made of clay dried by 
the fun, as were common in the eaftern countries ; 
~ nor in mean cottages, as diftinguifhed from cedar, 
and cieled houfes, in which great perfonages dwelt, 
for this refpects men in common; nor as being in 
the houfes of the grave, as the Targum, Farchi, 
and others, which are no other than duft, dirt, and 
clay; for this regards not the dead but the living ; 
but the bodies of men are meant, in which their 
fouls dwell; which fhews the fuper-excellency of 
the foul tothe body, and its independency upon it, 
being capable of exifting without it, as it does in 
the feparate ftate before the refurrection ;. fo bodies 
are called tabernacles, and earthen veffels, and 
earthly houfes, 2,Pet i. 13, 14. 2 Cor. iv. 7. and 
v. 1. and bodies of clay, ch. xiii. 12. fo the body 
is by /piéetus “called clay elegantly wrought ; 
_and another heathen writer * calls it clay fteeped in, 
or macerated and mixed with blood: being of clay 
denotes the original of bodies, the duft of the earth ; 
and the frailty of them, like brittle clay, and the 
pollution of them, all the members thereof being 
defiled with fin, and fo called vile bodies, and will 
remain fuch till changed by Chrift, Pdi. iii. 21. 
now the argument ftands thus, if God put no truft 
in angels, thes much lefs in poor, frail, mortal, 
finful men ; he has no dependance on their fervices, 
whofe weaknefs, unprofitablenefs, and unfaithful- 
nefs he well knows; he puts no truft in their pur- 
pofes, and refolutions, and vows, which often 
come to nothing ; nor does he truft his own people 
with their falvation and juftification, or put thefe 
things upon the foot of their works, but trufts them 
and the falvation and juftification of them with his 
Son, and puts them upon the foot of his own grace 
and mercy : and if he charges the holy angels with 
folly, then much more, (for fo it may be alfo ren- 
dered) will he charge mortal finful men with it, 
who are born like the wild afs’s colt, and are foolifh 
as well as difobedient, even his chofen ones, efpe- 
cially before converfion ; or thus, if fo ftands the 
cafe of angels, then much lefs can man be juft be- 
fore him, and pure in his fight: the weaknefs, 
frailty, and pollution of the bodies of men are fur- 
ther enlarged on in fome following claufes: whofe 
foundation is in the duff; meaning not the lower 
parts of the body, as the feet, which fupport and 
bear it up; rather the foul, which is the bafis of 
it, referring to its corruption and depravity by fin; 
though it feems chiefly to refpect the original of the 
body, which is the duft of the earth, of which ie 
confifts, and to which it will return again, this 
being but a poor foundation to ftand upon, Gen. ii. 
7. and iii. 17. Eccl. xii. 7. for the fenfe is, whofe 
foundation is duft, mere duft, the particle 3 being 
redundant, or rather an rabi/m: which are crufbed 
before the moth ? that is, which bodies of men, of 
houfes of clay founded in the duft ; or, they crujb 


them; or which or who they crue *; either God, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, as fome; or the angels, 
as others; or diftrefies, calamities, and afflictions; 
which fenfe feems beft, by which they are cruthed 
before the moth or worm ' ; that is, before they die, 
and come to be the repaft of worms, ch. xix. 26, 
or before a moth is deftroyed, as foon, or fooner * 
than it is; fo a man may be crufhed to death, or 
his life taken from him, as foon as a moth’s; either 
by the immediate hand of God, as Ananias and 
Sapphira, or by the {word of man, as dma/a by 
Joab; or rather, like a moth”, as eafily and as 
quickly as a moth is crufhed between a man’s fin- 
gers, or by his foot: fome, as Saadiab Gaon, and 
others render it, before ArGurus', a conftellation 
in the heavens, ch. ix.g. and take the phrafe to be 
the fame as that, defore the fun, Pf. \xxii. 17, and 
to denote the perpetuity and duration of their being 
crufhed, which would be as long as the fun or 
ArGurus continued, that is, for ever; but either 
of the above fenfes is beft, efpecially the laft of them; 
y. 20. They are deftroyed from morning to evening, 
&c.] That is, thote that dwell in houfes of clay ~ 
before defcribed; the meaning is, that they are al- 
ways expofed to death, and liable to it every day 
they live ; not only fuch who are perfecuted for the 
fake of religion, but all men-in common, for of 
fuch are both the text and context; who have al- 
ways the feeds of mortality and death in them, that 
is continually working in them; and every day, 
even from morning to evening, are innumerable 
inftances of the power of death over men ; and not 
only fome there are, whofe {un rifes in the morning 
and fets at evening, who are like grafs in the morn- 
ing, gay and green, .and by evening cut down and 
withered, live but a day, and fome not that; but even 
it is true of all men comparatively fpeaking, they be- 
gin to die the day they begin to live ; fo that the wife 
man takes no notice of any intermediate time between 
a time to be born and a time todie, Leci. iii. 2, fo 
frail and fhort is the life of man; his days are but 
as an hand’s breadth, Pf. xxxix. 5. they peri/b for 
eyer ; which is not to be underftood of the fecond 
or eternal death which fome die; for this is not the 
cafe of all; thofe that believe in Chrift fhall not 
perith for ever, but have everlafting life; but this 
refpects not only the long continuance of men un- 
der the power of death until the refurrection, which 
is not contradicted by this expreffion ; but it figni- 
fies that the dead ‘never return to this mortal life 
again, at lea{t the inftances are very rare; their fa- 
milies, friends, and houfes, that knew them, know 
them no more; they return no more to their world- 
ly bufinefs or enjoyments, fee ch. vii. 9, 10, and 
x. 21. without any regarding it; their death; nei- 
ther they themfelves nor others expecting it fo foon, 
and ufing no means to prevent it, and which, if 
made ufe of, would not have availed, their ap- 
pointed time being come; or without putting *, ei- 
ther without putting light into them, as Sephorne, 
which can only be true of fome; or without put- 
ting the hand, either their own or another’s, to 
deftroy them, being done by the hand of God, by a 
diftemper of his fending, or by one providence or 


another ; 
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another ; or without putting the heart to it, which 
comes to the fenfe of our verfion; though death is 
fo frequent every day, yet-it is not taken notice of ; 
men do not lay it to heart, fo as to confider of their 
latter end, and repent of their fins, and reform 
from them, that they may not be their ruin; and 
this is and would be the cafe of all men, were it 
hot for the grace of God. 

y¥. 21. Doth not their excellency which is in them, 
go away? &c.] Either the foul which is in them, 
and is the moft excellent part of them; this, tho’ 
it dies not, yet it goes away and departs from the 
body at death ; and fo do all the powers and facul- 
ties of it, the thoughts, the affections, the mind 
and memory, yea, all the endowments of the mind, 
wifdom, learning, knowledge of languages, arts, 
and fciences, all fail at death, 1 Cor. xiii. 8. Py 
exlvi. 8. and fo likewife all that is excellent in the 
body, the ftrength and beauty of it depait, its 
ftrength is weakened in the way, and its contelinefs 
turned into corruption : or, as it may be rendered, 
which is with them'; and fo may likewife denote 
all outward enjoyments, as wealth and riches, 
glory and honour, which a man cannot carry with 
him, do not defcend into the grave with him, but 
then go away : a learned man ™ renders the words, 


Po. 


is not their excellency removed which was in them? 
and thinks it refers to the corruption of nature, the 
lofs of original righteoufnefs, and of the image of 
God in man, which formerly was his excellency in 
his ftate of innocence, but now, through fin and 
the fall, is removed from him; and this, indeed, 
is the caufe, the fource and {pring of his frailty, 
mortality, and death; hence it follows: they die 
even without wifdom ; that dies with them, or what- ( 
foever of that they have goes away from them at 
death; wife men die as well as fools, yea, they die 
as fools do, and multitudes without true wifdom, 
not being wife enough to confider their latter end ; 
they die without the wifdom which fome are made 
to know, in the hidden part, without the fear of 
God, which is réal wifdom, or without the know- 
ledge of Chrift, and of God in Chrift, which is” 
the beginning, earneft, and pledge of life eternal. 
Now then fince man is fuch a frail, mortal, foolith 
and finful creature, how can he be juft before God, 
or pure in the fight of his Maker? which is the 
thing defigned to be proved and illuftrated by all 
this; and here ends the divine oracle, or the reve- 
lation made to Eiipbaz, when he had the vifion 
before related. 
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rN this chapter Eliphaz goes on to prove, and 
farther confirm and eftablifh what he had before 
aflerted, that not good men, but wicked men only 
are afflicted of God, at leaft greatly, fo as to have 
their fubftance wholly deftroyed and perifh, which 
was ‘Fob’s cafe ; and this partly from the cafe, ftate, 
and fentiments of all the faints, ¥. 1, 2. and from 
his own obfervation and experience, ¥. 3, 4, 5. and 
then he proceeds to give fome advice; and feeing 
afflictions do not come by chance, but are of God, 
it is right in fuch circumftances for a man to feek 
to the Lord for pardon and falvation, and commit 
his caufe unto him, ¥. 6, 7, 8. who does many 
ereat things in a providential way to the good of 
man in general, and to the difappointment of wic- 
ked crafty men, and to the ferving of the poor in 
particular, ¥.g—16. fo that it is beft patiently to 
bear the afflicting hand of God, and it is an happi- 
nefs to be corrected by him, fince he delivers fuch 
out of all their troubles, and preferves them from 
many evils, and beftows many good things on 
them; which would be ¥od’s cafe particularly, if 
he behaved according to the advice given, and 
which is left with him to confider of, ¥. 17—27. 


y¥. 1. Call now, if there be any that will anfwer 
thee, &c.} Thatis, call upon God, which, if fe- 
rioufly, and not ironically fpoken, was good ad- 
vice ; God is to be called upon, and efpecially in 
times of trouble ; and invocation is to be made in 
faith, in fincerity, and with fervency, and to be 
accompanied with confeffion of fin, and repentance 
for it; and fooner or later God hears and anfwers 
thofe that call upon him; but Zipbaz fuggetts, that 
if Fob did call upon him, it would be in vain, he 
would not hear him, he going upon the fame 
maxim that the Jews did in Chrift’s time, God 
heareth not finners, Fobn ix. 31. or call upon him 
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to give him an oracle from heaven, to favour him 
with a vifion and revelation, and fee if he could get 
any thing that would confront and confute what he 
had delivered as coming that way ; which, if it eould 
be done by him, would appear to bea falfhood and an 
impofture, fince one revelation from God is not 
contradicted by another: or ele the fenfe is, call 
over the catalogue and lift of good men that have 
been from the beginning of the world, and fee if 
there be any that ax/wers to thee", whofe cafe, cha- 
racter, and behaviour correfpond with thee; if ever. 
any of them was afflicted as thou art, or ever be- 
haved with fo much indecency. impatience, mur- 
muring, and blafphemy againft God as thou haft, 
done ;. that ever opened his mouth. and curfed the 
day of his birth, and reflected upon the providence 
and juftice of God as thou haft, as if thou wert un- 
righteoufly dealt with: or rather, cal] now, and 
fummon all creatures together, angels and men, 
and get any one of them to be thy patron, to de- 
fend thy caufe, and plead for thee, to give a reply 
to what has been faid, from reafon, experience, and 
revelation: and fhouldft thou obtain this, which is 
not likely, Jo, there is one that can anfwer thee°, as 
fome render the words, meaning either God or him- 
felf; thus Eiipbaz infults ob, and triumphs over — 
him, as being entirely baffled and conquered by 
him, by what he had related as an oracle and reve- 
lation from heaven: and to which of the faints wilt 
thou turn? or look, or have refpeé ”, that will be of | 
any fervice to thee? meaning either the divine per- 
fons in the Godhead, fometimes called Holy Ones, 
as in Job. xxiv. 19. Prov. ix. 10. and xxx. 3. Hof, 
xi. 12. the Holy Father, the Holy Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, who may and fhould be turned and — 
looked unto; God the Father, as the God of pro- 
vidence and grace for all good things ; Jefus Chrift 
his Son, as the Redeemer and Saviour for righteouf- 
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nefs and eternal life ; the Bleffed Spirit; as a fancti- 
fier to carry on and finifh the work of grace; but 
it is fuggeited, it would be in vain for fod to turn 
and look to any of thefe, fince he would be re- 
jected by them as a wicked man, nor would any of 
them plead his caufe: or elfe the holy angels, as 
the Septuagint exprefs it, and who are called faints 
and holy ones, Deut: xxxili. 2. Dan. vill. 13. 
Zech. xiv. 5. and it is afked, which of thofe he 
- could turn or look to, and could expect relief and 
protection from ? fignitying, that none of thefe would 
vouchfafe to converfe with him, nor take him un- 
der their care, nor undertake to plead his caufe : or 
rather holy men, fuch as are fanétified or fet apart 
by God the Father, to whom Chrift is made fancti- 
fication, and in whofe hearts the Holy Spirit has 
wrought principles of grace and holinefs, and who 
live holy lives and converfations ; and it is infinua- 
ted, that fhould he turn and look to thefe, he 
would find none of them like him, nor in the fame 


with God and his providence; and envious at the 
profperity of others, particularly his friends; and fo 
was a foolifh and filly man, in whofe brealt wrath 
and envy refted, and would be his ruin and de- 
ftruction, as he was already under Naying and kil- 
ling providences. 
¥. 3. I bave feen the foolifh taking root; &c.} 
Such foolifh wicked men as before defcribed 5 thofe 
Eliphaz had obferved to profper in the world, and 
increafe in riches, and even to have attained to a 
feeming ftability and firmnefs, as if they would 
ever continue in fuch happy circumftances, fee ‘fer. 
xii. 2. Pf. xxxvii. 35, 36. by this he would ob- 
viate an objection, that here might be railed, 
and made againft the affertion he was proving, that 
wicked men are affli€ted and punithed of God for 
their fins; whereas it is notorious, that they are 
not in trouble as other men, but in very profperous 
and flourifhing circumftances; this he grants is 
their cafe for a while, as he had obferved, but in a 
circumftances, nor of the fame fentiments, or that} fhort time they pafs away, they and their fubftance 
would take his part and plead for him; but that|difappear, and are no more feen, as follows: dut 
all to a man would appear of the fame mind with | /uddenly I curfed bis habitation; not that he withed 
Eliphaz, that none but wicked men were afflicted]ill to him, or imprecated evils upon him; for 
by God as he was, and that he was fuch an one, } curfing and bitternefs only fit the mouths of wicked 
and that for the reafon following: the papifts very|men, and not’ good men, among whom Eliphaz 
abfurdly produce this paflage in favour of praying | mutt be allowed to be; but he immediately thought 
to departed faints, when not dead but living ones} within himfelf, as foon as he faw the flourifhing 
are meant, and even turning to them is difcou-| {tate of the wicked, that the curfe of the Lord was 
raged ; and befides, this would contradict another |in their houfes; as in Prov. iii. 33. that they and 
tenet of the papifts, that the Old Teftament-faints, | all they had were undér a curfe, and that God had 
until the coming of Chrift were in a fort of purga-j given them what they had with a curfe, and had 
tory called Limbus patrum, and therefore uncapa-|curfed all their bleffings ; which makes the difference 
ble of helping faints on earth that fhould apply un-| between a good man and a wicked man; the one 
to them. has what he has, his cottage and his fmall fubftance 
¥. 2. For wrath killeth the foolifo man, &c.]} with a blefling; the other his pleafant habitation, 
Not one that is an ideot, and deftitute of common} as the word ‘ here ufed fignifies, his ftately palace, 
fenfe, and has no underftanding in things natural|rich furniture, and large eftates with a curfe; or 
and civil; but a wicked man, who has no know-|he prognofticated, he forefaw, and could foretell, 
ledge of things divine and fpiritual, and fo foolifh:}and that without pretending to an extraordinary 
which is the character of every natural man, and of| {pirit of prophecy, that in a fhort time the curfe of 
God’s people before converfion; and even of fome} God would light upon him, and upon his houfe, 
profeffors, who are foolifh virgins, and carry the] fee Zech. v. 3, 4. 
lamp of a religious profeffion without the oil of| y. 4. His children are far from Safety, S8c.] 
grace; and fuch an one Eliphax took Fob to be,| From outward fafety, from evils and dangers, to 
whom fooner or later the wrath of the Lord, as the| which they are liable and expofed, not only from 
Targum interprets it, which is revealed from|men, who hate them for their fathers fake, who 
heaven, and comes down upon the children of} have been oppreffors of them, or from God, who 
- difobedience, would confume like devouring fire :| vifits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children ; 
or this may be underftood of the wrath and paffion] and from fpiritual and eternal fafety or /alvation, 
of fuch men themfélves, which fometimes rifes in}or from falvation in the world to come, as the 
them to fuch an height, as that they die in a fit of] Targum, they treading in their fathers fteps, and 
it; or do thofe things which bring them to death,|imitating their actions: and they are crufbed in the 
either by the hand of God, or by the civil magi-|gate; or openly, publickly, as ben Ezra and 
ftrate: and envy flayeth the filly one; one that is}others; or in the courts of judicature whither they 
fimple and void of underftanding, and is eafily|are brought by thofe their parents had oppreffed, 
perfuaded and drawn into fin, either by his own] and where they are caft and have no favour fhown 
heart, or by evil men, or by the temptations of |them ; or literally by the falling of the gate upon 
Satan; and in whofe heart envy at the profperity of |them; and:perhaps fome reference is had to Fod’s 
others dwells, and which infenfibly preys upon|children being crufhed in the gate or door of the 
him, eats up his own fpirits, and is rottennefs tojhoufe, through which they endeavoured to get 
- his bones, and crumbles them into duft, Prov. xiv.| when it fell upon them -and deftroyed them ; the 
go. or the word may be rendered jealou/y, or zeal *, | Targum is, ‘¢ and are cruthed in the gates of hell, 
as it fometimes is, and may’ fignify the jealoufy of |in the ‘day of the great judgment :” neither is there 
the Lord, zeal for his own glory, which he fome-| any to deliver them ; neither God nor man, they 
times ftirs up as 2 man of war, and which fmoaks| having no intereft in either, or favour with, partly 
againtt wicked men, and confumes them as fire,|on account of their fathers ill-behaviour, and part- 
fee J/. xii. 13. Pf Ixxix. 5. Deut. xxix.20. Eli-|ly on account of their own; and fad is the cafe of 
phaz by all this would reprefent and infinuate, that} men when it is fuch, fee Pf |. 24. 
Fob was fuch a man, hot, paffionate, and angry] y.5. Whofe barveft the hungry eateth up, re 
y us 
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This is to be underftood of the foolifh rich man 
before defcribed, as taking root and flourifhing ; 
though he fows, and reaps and gathers in his har- 
veft, and fancies he has goods laid up for many 
years, to be enjoyed by him, yet he is taken away 
by death, and: another eats what he has gathered 
either his hungry heirs, that he has kept bare, and 
without the proper neceffaries of life ; or the poor 
whom he has opprefied, who, driven by hunger, 
feize upon his harveft, and eat it up, whether be 
be alive or dead: Sephorno interprets this of the 
wicked man himfelf, who fhould eat up his own 
harveft, and not have enough to fatisfy him, the 
curfe of God being upon his land; and another 
learned interpreter * thinks the fenfe is, that fuch 
fhould be the curfe of God on the fields of wicked 
men, that they fhould produce no more than what 
was ufually left to the poor, and therefore fhould 
have no need to gather it: and taketh it even out of 
the thorns; that is, either the hungry man takes 
the harveft out of the thorns, among which it 
grows, fee Matt. xiii. 7. or which he had gotten 
through the thorns, as Mr. Broughton renders it ; 
that is, the owner, through many difficulties ; and 
hunger will break through many to get at it; or 
though his harveft being got in, is inclofed with a 
thorn hedge, the hungry man gets through it, and 
takes it out from it, furrounded by it ; the above- 
mentioned Yewi/h writer underftands this alfo of 
‘the wicked man, who takes his own harveft out 
from among the thorns, fo that there is nothing 
left for the poor and his friends, as it is meet there 
fhould: the word ' for thorns has alfo the fignifi- 
cation of armour, particularly of fhields; hence 
the Targum is, ‘‘ and armed men with warlike 
arms fhall take it away ;” to which agrees the Vu/- 
gate Latin verfion, ‘‘ and the armed men fhall take 
it away;’’ that is, foldiers fhould forage, fpoil, 
and deftroy it: and the robber /walloweth up their 
fubfiance;, the houfe-robber, who breaks in and de- 
vours all at once, and makes a clear riddance of it ; 
fome render it the bairy man“, either that neglects 
his hair, as beggars, or fuch that live in defart 
places, as robbers, that they may appear the more 
terrible ; or that take care of it, and nourihh it, 
and tie it up in locks, and behind their heads, as 
Bar Tzemach and Ben Melech obferve they do in 
Turkey ; others tranflate it the thirfly™, and fo it 
anfwers to the hungry in the preceding claufe, and 
defigns fuch who thirft, and gape after, and covet 
the fubftance of others, and greedily catch at it, 
and {wallow it up at once, at one draught, as a 
thirfty man does a large quantity of liquor, fee 
Prov. i. 12, 13. this may have fome refpect to the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans, that fwallowed up Fob’s 
fubftance, and took away his cattle from him at 
once, and were no other than bands of robbers ; 
and the ufe of the word for a thief or a robber, as 
we take it, is confirmed by a learned man *, who 
derives it from the"Arabie word es Which figni- 
fies to fmite with a club or ftone. 

¥. 6. Although affiittion cometh not forth of the 
duft, &c.] Orrather, for or indeed”, this being a 
reafon fhewing that wicked men are juftly afflicted 
and punifhed ; feeing their afflictions come not 
from the creatures, though they may be inftru- 
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word for afficion alfo fignifies iniquity or fin, the. 


caufe of affliction, as well as-affliction the fruit of 
fin; and fo does the word in the following claufe 5 


and Aben Ezra underftands both, not of natural 


5 | but moral evil, and fo do others’; both fenfes” 
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may be taken in: fin does not come from God, — 


the Maker of the duft of the earth, he is not the 
author of fin, nor does this fpring out of the duft 
which he has made; good things, as Schmidt ob- 
ferves, come out of the earth for the ufe of man as. 
well as beafts, bread, and wine, and oil, and all 
the neceffaries of life; the precious things produced 
by the influence of the {un and moon, the precious 
things of the everlafting hills, and of the earth, 
and the fulnefs of it ; indeed, the earth was curfed 
for the fin of men, but this is taken off; and how= 
ever it 1s not owing to the foil, or to the air and 
climate in which a man lives that he is finful; for 
though there may be national vices, or fome fins 
peculiar to, or more predominant in one nation 
than in another, yet this is not to be attributed to 
fuch caufes; for all fin is from a man’s felf, and’ 
proceeds out of his own evil heart, which is defp 


rately wicked and evil continually, and from’ 


whence all the impure {treams of fin flow, fee Matt. 
xv. #9. and fo afflictions are not to be afcribed to 
fecond caufes, fuch as the things before-mentioned, 


or Fob’s lofies by the Sabeans and Chaldeans; nor 


did he place them to that account, but to the hand: 
of God; nor to chance and fortune, or to be rec- 


koned fortuitous events, as if. they were chance-~ 


productions, fpontaneous things that {pring up of 
themielves, and not under the direétion of an all- 
wife providence ; but they are to be confidered as 
of God, and as of his appointment, and direéted 
by his fovereign will and pleafure, and over-ruled 
for his glory ; who has fixed what they fhall be, of 
what kind and fort, what the meafure of them, to 
what pitch they fhall rife, and how long they thall 
lat: neither doth trouble {pring out of the ground 
the fame thing as before in different words, neither’ 
fin the caufe of trouble, the effect of fin; fin may 
very fitly be exprefled by a word *, which fignifies 
trouble, becaufe it is both troublefome, wearifome, 
and offenfive to God, and brings trouble to the bo- 
dies and fouls of men here and hereafter. Here 
Eliphaz begins to lower the tone of his voice, and 
to fpeak to Yod in a feemingly more kind and 
friendly manner, obferving to him the {pring of 
affiictions, and giving him advice how to behave 
under them. 

y. 7. Yet man is born unto trouble, &c.) Or 
but *, after the negative follows the pofitive part of 
the affertion ; before we have what is denied as the 
caule of affliction, here what it is affirmed to be, 
or what it is to be afcribed unto, even to the ap- 
pointment of God for fin: to be born to it, is to 
be appointed to it, as all men are appointed to 
death, and to every thing previous and that leads 


on to it; and it fignifies that affliction or trouble - 


fprings from the birth-fin of man, from original 


fin, the fin of the firft parent, and of his nature; 


as all fins arife from hence, and are ftreams from 
this fountain of pollution, fo all diforders and dif- 
eafes of body, all diftrefits and anguifh of mind, 
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and death in every fenfe, corporal, fpiritual, and 
eternal; and thefe are the let and portion, the 
eftate and inheritance of the fons of men by nature, 
what they are born unto, and are full of, fee ch. 
xiv. 1. the fame word is here ufed as in the pre- 
ceding verfe, and fignifies labour, mifchief, the 
milchief of fin, inyprobity, wickednefs, moral evil; 
and man may be faid to be born to fin, inafmuch 
as he is conceived, fhapen, and born in it; and as 
he is born at once into a finful ftate, and fins as 
foon as born, goes aftray from the womb, is a 
tranfereffor from thence, and the imagination of 
his heart evil from his infancy and youth upwards, 
be becomes a flave to fin, and isa home-born one 3 
not that he is laid under a neceffity of force to fin, 
or his will compelled to it ; for he fins moft freely, 
is a voluntary flave to it; he ferves divers lufts as 
pleafures, and gives up himfelf to work all iniquity 
with greedinefs ; but there is fuch a connexion be- 
tween his birth, the circumftances of it, and fin, 
that fin is the certain confequence of it, and imme- 
diately, naturally, and necefiarily follows upon it ; 
that is, by aneceffity of confequence, though not 
of coaction or force; it is as natural for man to 
fin, as it is for a thirfty man to covet and drink 
water ; or, as for an Erhiopian to be born black, 
and a leopard with fpots ; or, as it follows, as the 
Sparks fly upward, which they do naturally and ne- 
ceffarily when coals are blown, and which are here 
called the fons of coals* ; and to thefe, troubles and 
afflictions, the fruits and effects of fin, may be 
aptly compared ; not only for the neceflity of them, 
it is if needs be they are, but for the nature of 
them, being fiery and troublefome, hence called 
fiery trials, and fignified by fires and flames of fire, 
1 Pet. iv. 12. Jf, xxiv. 15. and xliii. 2. and alfo 
for the number of them, being many, and very 
grievous: fome interpret this of flying fowls, of 
young vultures, as the Septuagint ; of young ea- 
gles, as others; Aben Ezra makes mention of this 
fenfe, as if it was, as a fowl is born to flie, fo man 
is born to labour; to labour in the law, according 
tothe Targum ; or to labour for his bread; or ra- 
ther, to labour and forrow ; that is, to affliction 
and trouble: a learned man“ thinks the phrafe, 
according to the ufe of it in the Arabic language, 
defigns the more rapid caft of a dart, of the vibra- 
tion of it, which is very quick. 

y. 8. I would feek unto God, &c.] Or truly’, 
certainly, doubtle/s, 1 do feek unto God, verily I do 
fo; for fo the words are introduced in the original 
text, and exprefs what EZpbaz had done when un- 
der afflitions himfelf; for he was not without 
them, though he had not them to fuch a degree as 
Fob had 5 and when he was under them, this was 
the courfe he took he fought unto God by prayer 
to fupport him under them, to fanctify them to 
him, and to deliver him out of them; and this he 
propofes for ‘fob’s imitation, and fuggefts, that if 
he was in his cafe, this would be the firft ftep he 
fhould take ; and good advice this is, nothing more 

roper for a man, efpecially a faint, than when 
afflicted of God, to feek unto him, to feek his face 
and his favour, to \intreat his gracious prefence, 
and the difcoveries of his love, that he may fee 


Sm) ‘321 filii prune, Montanus, Vatablus, Pifcator, Cocceius, Bolduciu 


ad Alcoran, p.2g. So Schultens renders it, tela corufca. 


FO B. 


213 


that it is not in wrath, but in love, he afMli@s him; 
to fubmit unto him, humble himfelf before him 
acknowledge his fins, and implore his pardoning 
grace and mercy ; to intreat him to help him in 
this time of need, to exercife the graces of faith 
and patience, and every other; to defire counfel 
and advice how to behave under the prefent trial, 
and to be made acquainted with the reafons, ends 
and ufes of the difpenfation, as well as to bee for 
{trength to bear up under it, and in his own time 
to grant deliverance from it: and unto God would 1 
commit my caufe; or direét my word or Jpeech § to 
him; that is, in prayer, as Sepborno adds; { 
would, as if he fhould fay, make known my cafe 
to him, tell him the whole of it, and pour out my 
foul before him; and then I would leave ir wlth 
him, and not wrangle, quarrel, and contend with 
him, but fay, here am I, let him do what feemeth 
good: unto him: fome render the words, éruly or 
indeed I foall difcourfe concerning God, and order my 
Speech about deity * ;  fhall no longer infift on this 
fubject, but drop it, and hereafter treat of God, 
his nature, being, and perfections, and particularly 
his works ; though thefe are rather obferved in the 
following verfes, as fo many arguments to engage 
Fob to feek the Lord, and leave his cafe and caufe 
to him. 

¥. 9. Which doeth great things, &c.] - The 
things of creation are great things, the making of 
the heavens and the earth, and all therein, by the 
word of the Almighty, out of nothing, and which 
is a difplay of great power, wifdom, and goodnefs ; 
the things of providence are great things, which 
God is always doing; as the upholding all things 
in being by the word of his power, governing the 
whole univerfe, ordering all things in it, fupplying 
and feeding all creatures, men and beatts; and 
efpecially the things of grace are great things, the 
covenant of grace, and its bleflings, redemption by 
Jefus Chrift, the work of grace upon the heart, 
the quickening and enlightening’ dead and dark fin- 
ners, taking away their hearts of {tone and giving 
them hearts of flefh, and conftantly fupplying them 
with his grace for the finifhing of it; the confide- 
ration of all which is a great encouragement to feek 
the Lord in time of need, as well as of what fol- 
lows concerning them: and unfearchable; the 
things of nature; many of them are fuch as puzzle 
the greateft philofophers, who are not able, with 
all their fagacity and penetration, to find out the 
caufes and reafons of them; and in providence the 
way of God is often in the deep, and is not to be 
tracked and followed ; and the difpenfations of his 
grace to the fons of men are fo fovereign and di- | 
ftinguifhing, that it made the apoftle fay, {peaking 
of them, O the depth, &c. Rom. xi. 33. and 
there are fome things not to be enquired into, nor 
can they be fearched out; fecret things belong to 
God, as his purpofes relating to the eternal ftate of 
particular perfons, and the times and feafons of va- 
rious future events, as the day of judgement, &e. 
marveilous things; in nature, as the formation of 
man and all creatures ; in providence, and it may be, 
refpect may be had to the wonders done in Egypt, 
and the marvellous things in the field of Zean, “the 
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plagues of Egygt, and the deliverance of Lrael, 
things done much about this time, or before it, as 
fome-think, and of which Eliphaz might have 
heard, and were frefh in his memory ; and wonder- 
ful things are done in grace, as the effects of mar- 
velous loving kindnefs : and ’thofe without number 
the works of God are manifold, and not to be 
counted ; the ftars of heaven, the fowls of the air, 
the beafts of the field, and cattle on a thoufand 
hills, the fifhes of the fea, fmall and great, fee P/. 
civ. 25. to which may be added, thofe animalcules, 
of which 1,000,000,000 do not exceed the bignefs 
of a {mall grain of fand, as they may be feen thro’ 
a microfcope "; the various things done every day 
in providence, the fpecial bleffings of goodnefs, 
and the kind thoughts of the heart of God, which 
if one attempt to reckon up, they are more than 
can be numbered, Pf. xl 5. 

¥. 10. Who giveth rain upon the earth, &c.) 
Not upon the land of J/rael only, as the Targum 
and Farchi, fee Deut. xi. 11. but upon the whole 
earth; this is particularly mentioned as being of 
God, and which none of the vanities of the Gentz/es 
can give; and it is a free gift of his, which tarries 
not tor the defert of men, and is-beftowed on the 
godly and ungodly; and is a great blefling of good- 
nefs, which enriches the earth, makes it fruitful, 
and through it, it produces pienty of good things 
for man and beaft: and fendeth water upon the 
fields; or out-places* places’ without cities, and 
towns, fuch as gardens, fields, and defarts, where 
fhowers of rain are fent of God to water them, 
many of which are not under the care of man, but 
are under-the providence of God; the Zargum and 
FYarchi interpret this of Gentile lands, as_ diftinct 
from the land of J/rael, to whom God gives rain, 
and to the other /ends it; fome render it, “pon the 
fireets *, that is, upon perfons that lie in the ftreets, 
and have no houfes to dwell in, and'to whom rain 
in hot and dry countries was welcome. 

y. 11. To fet.up on high thofe that be low, &c.] 
Not the low plants, which, through rain, are made 
to rum up on high, though there is a truth in.that ; 
but hufbandmen and gardeners, and fuch-like per- 
fons, in low circumftances, who, by means of 
fhowers of rain, which make their gardens, fields, 
and lands fruitful, are raifed to enjoy good eftates, 
and large poffeflions: that thofe which mourn may 
be exalted to fafety;,. or are black’, that are clothed 
in black, as a token of mourning; or whofe faces 
are black with famine, fee Lam. iv. 8. and v. 10. 
or are in very diftrefled circumftances, and black 
through poverty, as the Zargum, and «mourn over 
and grieve at their fad and deplorable cafe; thofe, 
through rain and fruitful’ feafons, are brought out 
of fuch an uncomfortable fituation, and put into a 
better condition of life, where they. are as in a for- 
trefs, out of the reach of fuch fad calamities: fome 
connect the words with the following, that in or- 
der to do this, to raife up the humble and exalt 
i th he difappoints the devices of the crafty, 

cA 

¥. 12. Lle difappointeth the devices of the ‘crafty, 
&c.} Or, it difappointeth; that is, the rain, as 
fome Jewi/o commentators ™ interpret it, and the 
whole paragraph to this fenfe; the rain coming 
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crafty men are difappointed, who.ina;time of = * | 
drought withold the corn, and enhance the price of « 

it, and diftrefs the poor ; and this in order to make © 

a penny of them, according to Amos viii 49659 
but through the rain falling are not able.to gain’ 
theirend, but aré obliged to bring out their corn, = 
and fell it at a low price, and fo are taken in their « 
own craftinefs ; their counfel becomes brutifh, and — 
they are brought into bad circumftances themfelves, 
and the poor faved from being ground and op-"* 
prefied by them, and have hope for the furureof 
plenty of provifions, to the confufion and aftonifh- — 
ment of their oppreffors: but the Targum interprets > 
this of the Egyptians, cunningly devifing mifchief © 
againft the J/raelites, without fuccefs; and not — 
amifs, fince that affair might be well known to - 
Elipbaz, and he might have it in view: the fact 
was this, a new king of Egypt, after the death of 


| Jofeph, obferving the great increafe of the people 


of J/rael in his dominions, and fearing, in cafe of ~ 

a war, they fhould join the enemy, and get out of © 
the land by fuch an opportunity, calls his nobles, ~ 
courtiers, and counfellors together, to form fome 
wife fchemes' how to diminith them ; and the firft ~ 
was, to fet tafk-matters over them, and affli& them “ 
with hard bondage, but this fucceeded not; for 
the more they. were afflicted the more they multi- 
plied and grew ; another decree was, to order the © 
midwives to kill the male children of the J/raelites, 
and: fave alive the females; but. the midwives, * 
fearing God, obeyed not the order, and the peo- 
ple ftill multiplied; and then a third: proje& was ° 
formed, to caft every fon born to the J/raclizes into — 
the river, and drown them ;. but notwithftanding 
this they were preferved, as Mo/es, and doubtlefs -.. 
many others; the people increafed fo, that they 
went out of Egypt 600,000. men ; this was a recent ~ 
thing, it may be in the times of Elipbez, and which ~ 
he. might eafily call to mind: and he might alfo - 
have refpect to a more remote cafe, that of the 
builders of Babel, who devifed a fcheme to build a 
tower, whofe top fhould reach to heaven, and fe ~ 
cure them from. a difperfion of them throughout » 
the earth ; when God defcended in the difplay of : 
his. power and providence, confounded ‘their Jan-- 
guage, fo that they were obliged to defift from ° 
their enterprize, and were fcattered throughout the 
earth, which by their fcheme they thought to have - 
prevented : this may be applied to wicked, crafty ~ 
men in common, who devife fchemes to commit. 
fin, and gratify their lufts, to get for themfelves » 
riches and honour, and to do mifchief to others, * 
which God in his providence breaks, fruftrates, 
and makes of none effect; and to falfe teachers, — 
that walk in craftinefs,. lie in wait to deceive, and 
make ufe of cunningly~devifed fables, coin new 
doétrines,. invent new ‘forms of worfhip, and 

point new ordinances, and contrive ‘diffe nt 1 
and methods of falvation; all which is foolifhnefs | 
with God, and to fuch perfons the following verfe 
is applied by the apoftle Pau/: and this may | 
wife refpeét wicked princes and potentates. 
their counfellors and wife politicians, who in for- 
mer, as well asin later times, have formed defigns 
againft their neighbours, and to the hurt of the 
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Chiu vi ¥eI3—rs. . Jo Oy 216: 
intereft_ of true religion particularly; but have 
been baffled and contounded by divine providence, 
of which as there were many inftances in, //rael of 
old, fo in our Britifh Ijrael of late: fo. that their 
bands cannot perform their enterprife; what their 
heads have contrived, what they have refolved and 
determined upon, and what they have begun to, 
effect, but could not go on with; or, bring it 
foundly to pafs, as Mr. Broughton renders. it ; that}comes to nought, through an over eagernefs to 
is, could not compleat it, or bring it to.perfection ; | have it done at once; not waiting a fit opportunity 
and. indeed not able to do any thing”, as fome|} for the accomplifhment of it. 
tranflate the word, not any: thing of what’they de-|> y. 14. 7) bey meet with darknefs in the day-time, 
vifed and contrived; it fignifies that which. is, &c.] Which may denote their infatuation in 
which hasja being and fubftance, and folidity in it°;|things the moft plain and clear, and which are 
but nothing of this kind could be done; it is fome-] obvious to every one’s view, even to fuch as are of 
times rendered wifdom, and found wifdom, Prov. ii |}much meaner capacities than themfelves; and fo 
7. Mie.vi. 9. and fo itis here by fome?, and may} it fometimes is, that the greateft politicians, mien 
fignify, that though their counfels were deeply laid, of the greateft fagacity and penetration, capable of 
and witely formed, according to the beft rules of forming and conducting the wifeft counfels, yet 
wifdom and prudence, they yet are not able to bring} blunder in things plain and-.eafy to every one ; 
them to pafs; which fhews the infinitely fuperior} which muft be imputed to their being given up to 
wifdom of God, and his over-ruling providence,| a judicial blindnefs of mind by the Lord, who de- 
and which therefore muft be a great encouragement} troys the wifdom of the wife, and brings to no- 
to feek unto him, and leave every caufe and cafe| ching the underftanding of the prudent ; or this 
with him. may -fignify the defeat of their counfels, when they 
ys 13. He taketh the wife in their own craftinefs,\ are in the higheft pitch of efteem among men, as 
&c.} As beaits are taken ina pit, or birds in’a| Ahithophel’s countel was as the oracle of God ; Or 
fnare or net, or with bird-lime; fo thefe crafty men.}:he deftruction of fuch perfons and their fchemes 
who are wife in their own opinion, and really fo in] when they are in the meridian of their glory, who 
things natural, civil, and worldly, or however, to} veing in high and flippery places, come to defola- 
do evil, are entangled and taken in their own}tion in a moment: and krope in the noon-day as in 
fchemes 5 they fall into the pit they have digged] rhe night; which intends the fame as before; this 
for others, and are fnared in the works of their own] was threatened to the Fews in cafe of difobedience, 
. hands, as Haman and his fons were hanged on the} ind was fulfilled in them, Deut. xxviii, Borie, lix: 
gallows he prepared: for Mordecai: or, by their 9,10. a learned man renders it, as the night they 
own craftine/s *, by the crafty fchemes they them-| rope, or feel, at noon-day*; as the Egyptians felt 
felves have-formed ; fo fometimes thofe very things | darknefs when it was noon, and when light was in 
crafty men defign to prevent, are brought about by Jil the dwellings of the Tfraelites, Exod. x. 22, 
the very means they make ule of ; thus Yo/eph’s}23. this may be applied to the cafe of many 
brethren defigned to prevent the accomplifhment]in a land of gofpel-light, who are in dark- 
of his dreams, which portended their fubjection to|nefs, walk in darknefs, and are darknefs itfelf’; 
him, by felling him to the Jbmaclites, who carried |:hough the light of the glorious gofpel fhines® all 
him to Egypt, where, in procefs of time, he was]around them on others, and know no more.of di- 
made governor of the land, and where his brethren} vine and fpiritual things than the Gentiles, but 
became obedient to him; with which fact Elipbaz|crope or feel about like perfons blind, and in the 
might be acquaintec, it being not long before his {dark as much as they, 4s xvii. 27. nay, they 
time: fo the ews, to prevent the Romans taking |not only havé the great things of the gofpel hid 
away their city and nation, contrived to put Chrift }from them, and Satan blinds their minds lett this 
to death, and did, whereby they brought the wrath light fhould fhine into them, but shey run into dark- 
of God upon them, executed by thofe very per-|ne/s", as the words of the firft claufe may be ren- 
fons ; the fame they did alfo, to prevent the fpread |dered ; thofe Jucifuge, fach as the Jews were, and 
of his fame and glory in the world, and that he|the deifts now are, run from the light of divine re- 
night not be -believed on as the Saviour of men, |yvelation, and love ‘darknefs, and which is the ag- 
whereas, hereby he became the Saviour of them ;|gravation of their condemnation, Fob iii. 19, 20. 
and he a crucified Chrift, being preached to the] y.15. But he /aveth the poor, &c.] Who are 
world by his minifters, the favour of his know-|{o in a literal fenfe, ‘and whom the Lord faves with 
ledge has. been diffufed in every place, his glory |a temporal falvation; thefe being the butt of the craf- 
great in all the earth, and will be more fo: the ty, wife, and cunning, on whom their eyes are, for 
Targum applies this to the wife men of Pharach,|whom they lay fnares, and lie in wait to draw them 
and the apoftle Paul w the Fewifh doctors and wife |in; and thefe being helplefs and without friends, God 
philofophers of the Gentiles, 1 Cor. iii. 19. which|takes notice of them, appears for them, and arifes 
quotation proves the authority of this book: and|for their help, and faves them: from the fword; of 
the counfel of the froward is carried headlong; that|of their enemies, drawn againft them, and ready to 
is, the counfel or well-contrived fchemes of the}be fheathed in them: from their mouth; from their 
crafty and. wife before-mentioned, who twift and|reproaches, calumnies, detraétion, and evil fpeak- 
wind about, as the word" here ufed fignifies, thatjing; or from the fword, their mouth”, as fome ; or 
there is no tracing their meafures, and finding out| from the fword of their mouth *, as others; or which 


‘ comes 


the fpring of them, nor the ends they have in view ; 
yet thefe are fometimes carried on to execution in a 
rath and precipitate manner, and fo mifcarry ; and 
like a man that is had to a precipice, and is thrown 
down from thence, and is deftroyed at once, fo are 
their counfeis and fchemes dathed to pieces in a mo- 
ment by the providence of God: or, is baftened* ; 
too much hafte is made to accomplith it, and fo it 
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comes ‘out of its. whofe mouths and tongues are /flictive providences, by blows as well as words, 


as fharp fwords, which deftroy their credit and re-|which are the rod of correction God makes ufe of 


putation, and threaten them with ruin ; the Targum|with his children 5 for this is not the correction of a 
is, ** trom the flaughter of their mouth :” and from |judge reproving, condemning, and chaftifing ma- 
ike band of the mighty 5 their mighty enemies, that |lefactors and criminals, but of a father correcting 
are mightier than they; the Targum is, **from the|his children, in love, in judgment, and in mea- 
hand of a mighty king ;” fuch an one as Pharach, |fure, for faults committed ; Prov. iii. 12. fo God’s 
which the fame paraphrafe makes mention of in the|correétions are for fin, to bring his people to a 
preceding verfe, and from whom the poor J/raelites|fenfe of it, to humiliation and repentance for it, 
were delivered : this may be applied to the poor injand to an acknowledgment of it; and often for 
a {fpiritual fenfe, who are poor in fpirit, and are|remiffnefs in duty, private or publick, and when 
fenfible of their {piritual poverty, whom the Lord|they fet too high a value on the creature, and crea- 
looks unto, has a regard for, and faves them from |ture-enjoyments, truft in them, and glory of them, 
the fword of avenging juftice ; that being awaked|to the neglect of the beft things : now fuch perfons 
againft the man, his fellow, and fo warded off from are happy who are corrected by God in this man- 
them, and from the mouth of a curfing and con-jner; for thefe corrections are fruits and evidences of 
demning Jaw, and from Satan the accufer of the|the love of God to them, and of their relation to 
brethren; and of wicked men, whofe tongue rifing|God as children ; he. grants them his prefence in 
up in judgment againft them, he condemns; and|them, he fympathizes with them, fupplies and fup- 
from the band of Satan.the {trong man armed, and |ports them under them, and delivers out of them ; 
' who is ftronger than they ; and of all their fpiritual}he makes them work for their good, fpiritual and 
enemies. eternal ; by thefe he prevents and purges fin, tries 
¥. 16. So the poor hath hope, &c.] Who ob-jand brightens their graces; makes them more par- 
ferving this and that and the other poor man crying|takers of his holinefs; weans them from this world, 
to the Lord and faved, hopes that he may be faved|and fits them for another: and this account is in- 
by him alfo; and having had experience of falvation|troduced with a bebold, as a note of attention, ex- 
out of one trouble or more, even out of fix troubles, |citing it in ob and others; thereby fuggefting that 
as in a following verfe, entertains a comfortable]it was worthy of notice and regard, and a matter of 
hope he fhall be faved out of the feventh, or what-|moment and importance ; and as a note of admira- 
foever he is in: the word” ufed fignifies one that is|tion, it being a wonderful thing, a mere paradox 
weak and feeble, attenuated, and exhaufted of his/with natural men efpecially, and contrary to all 
flrength, wealth, and fubftance; and may be ap-|their notions of things, that an afflicted man fhould 
plied to one fpiritually poor, and in a very defti-|be a happy man, who generally reckon good men 
tute and forlorn condition in himfelf; and yet,{to be unhappy men, becaufe of their afflictions, re- 
through the revelation of the grace and mercy of|proaches, and perfecutions ; and as a note of af- 
God to him, has hope of fafety in Chrift, the ftrong|feveration, affirming the truth and certainty of the 
hold and hope fet before him to flee unto; and offaffertion, and which is confirmed by after teftimo- 
falvation by him, it being in him, and for the|nies, and by the experience of the faints, Pf xciv. 
chief of finners,and altogether free; and of eternal life}i2. and cxix. 67, 71. the Targum reftrains this to 
through him, as being promifed of God, that can-| Abraham ; but it is true of every good man whom 
not lie; the free gift of God through Chrift, and|God afflicts in a fatherly way: therefore defpife not 
in his hands to difpofe of : and iniquity ftoppetb ber|\thou the chaftening of the Almighty; who is able to 
mouth; that is, iniquitous men; very wicked men, |fave and to deftroy, to take off his hand, or lay it 
who are iniquity and wickednefs itfelf; thefe fhalljheavier if not regarded, to bear up his peopleun- 
{top their mouths through fhame at what they have/der all their afflictions, or to deliver them out of 
faid concerning the poor that God faves, fee Mic.{them ; or of Shaddai*, God all-fufficient, who has 
vii. 9, 10, and through admiration at the goodnefs]a fufficiency in himfelf, and needs not any thing 
of God, in faving them, Jf lii. 15, having nothing|from his creatures ; whofe grace is fufficient for his 
to fay againft the ways and difpenfations of divine|people, to fupply them in all their ftraits and dif- 
providence they are apt to quarrel with, P/ cvii.|ficulties; or of him who is all-nourifhing, who has 
40, 41, 42. and efpecially at the laft day, fuch|breafts of confolation to draw out to his people in 
thall have their mouths ftopped, and fhall not bejdiftrefs, the word* ufed coming from one that fig- 
able to open them againft the Lord or his people,|nifies a pap, or breaft, as fome think ; hence’ men- 
being convinced of their hard fpeeches which they|tion is made of the bleffings of the breaft, when he 
have fpoken againft them, Jude, y. 15. and willlis fpoken of under this character, Gem. xlix. 25. 
be like the man at the feaft without a wedding-gar-|now this chaftifing of his is not to be underftood 
ment, fpeechlefs, or muzzled, and his mouth ftop-|of chaftifement in a way of vindictive wrath 
ped, Matt, xxii. 12. and juftice, and as a proper punifhment for fin, for 
¥.17. Behold, happy is the man whom God cor- 
recteth, &c.| Reproves, rebukes, convinces by hisjliii. 5. and to inflict this on them would be a de- 
word, which is profitable for correction of men’s|preciating the fatisfaction of Chrift, be contrary 
minds and manners; and by his meffengers, the]to the juitice of God, and to his everlafting and un- 
prophets and minifters, who are fent as reprovers of|changeable love; but this is the chaftening of a 
the people, and to rebuke them fharply, that they|father, and in love, and for the good of his people, 
may be found in their principles, and fober in their|in which he deals with them as with children : the 
converfation ; and by his Spirit, which makes the|word fignifies infrucion® ,; affliction is a fchool of 
correction of the word and minifters effeQual, and/inftru€tion, in which the faints learn much of the- 
who reproves and convinces of fin, righteoufnefs| mind and will of God, and more of his love, grace, 
and judgment; and fometimes this is done by af-land kindnefs to them; and are enriched with a 
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this is laid on Chrift, the furety of his people, J/-~ 
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larger experience of divine and {piritual things : and|the Lord, but receiving and bearing it, with reve- 
therefore fuch chaftening fhould not be de/pifed or|rence, patience, and fubmiffion: and then the fenfé 
rejected, as_naufeous and loathfome, as the wordjis, that God would deliver out of whatfoever 
fignifies: indeed no affliction is joyous ; the bread|troubles he was or fhould be in, though they were 
of affliction, and water of adverfity, are not pala-|ever {6 many; a certain number being put for an 
table or grateful to flefh and blood ; yea, are even ajuncertain one, Pf xxxiv. 19. yea, in feven th.re 
bitter and difagreeable potion, as the cup of forrow|/hall no evil touch thee; which is a number expref- 
was to the human nature of Chrift ; but yet fhould| five of multitude and of perfection, and fo may de- 
not be rejected, but drank, for the fame reafon he|note the multitude and fulnefs of affli€tions: the 
gives, it being the cup given by his heavenly fa-|tribulations of God’s people are many, through 
ther; John xviii. 11. nor fhould it be defpifed as|which they pafs to heaven, and there is a meafure 
ufelefs and unprofitable, as the word is ufed in P/.}of them to be filled up; and when they are comé 
€xviii. 22. feeing afflictions are of great ufe for hu-|to the height, and the meafure is fully up, then 
miliation for fin, for the increafe of grace and ho-|the Lord puts a ftop to them, and delivers out of 
linefs; the chaftening of the Father of fpirits is|all their troubles; and in the midft of them all, fo 
for profit now, and works a far more exceeding|preferves them, that o evil fhall fo much as tonch 
and eternal weight of glory, Hed. xii. 10. 2 Cor.|them; not the evil of punifhment; for, though 
iv. 17. this paflage feems to be referred to by So-|thofe troubles and afflictions that attend them are 
lomon, Prov. ili. 11. and is quoted by the apoftle,jevil things, in a natural or civil fenfe, they are dif- 
in Heb. xii. 5. where he ufes a word * by which helagreeable and diftreffing, yet they are not the effect 
tranflates this, which fignifies to make Jittle of ; and\of vindictive juftice; there is not a drop of wrath 
as on the one hand afflictions fhould not be magni-|and vengeance in them ; and though they do come 
fied too much, as if there were none, nor ever had|upon them and unto them, upon their perfons 
been any but them; fo, on the other hand, they|and families, yet not fo as to do any real hurt, or 
fhould not be flighted and overlooked, and nojas to deftroy them; fee P/: xci. 10. fome think 
notice taken of them, as if they were trifling and|that feven particular troubles are meant, hereafter 
infignificant, and anfwered no end or purpofe ; the|mentioned, as Yarchi; as famine, war, an evil 
hand of God fhould be obferved in them, and ac-|tongue, deftruction, dearnefs of provifion, the beafts 
knowledged ; and men fhould humble themfelves|of the earth, and the ftones of the field. 
under his mighty hand, and quietly and patiently] y. 20. In famine be fhall redeem thee from death, 
bear it; and, inftead of defpifing, fhould blefs him|&c.] In a time of extreme want of provifions, 
for it, it being for their good, and many falutary|God fo cares for his own dear people, that they 
ends being, aniwered by it. fhall not be ftarved to death by the famine; fo in 
y. 18. for he maketh fore, and bindeth up, &c.]\the famine in Egypt, which the Targum takes no- 
Or, though he maketh fore, yet be bindeth up*; as altice of, in the times of Abraham, and of J/aac, and 
chirurgeon, who makes a wound the forer by pro-|of Yacob, and the patriarchs, there was food pro- 
bing and opening it, to let out the matter and make|vided for them, fo that they and their families were 
way for his medicine, and then lays on the plaifter,|fuftained, and perifhed not for lack of the neceffa- 
and binds it up: fo God caufes.grief and puts his|ries of life: God fometimes goes out of his ordi- 
people to pain, by difeafes of body, or by making|nary way, and works wonders for his poor and 
breaches in their families and eftates, and fuch like|needy in diftrefs, when they cry unto him; fee J/- 
cutting providences; and then he binds up their}xli. 17, 18. and in war from the power of the fword , 
breach, and heals the ftroke of their wound, and injor, from the bands of the fword' ,; from {words in 
the iffue makes all whole again: fo in {piritualjhand, when drawn, and men are ready to pufh 
things ; he cuts and wounds, and gives pain and|with them with all their force ; as he delivered and 
uneafinefs, by the fharp two edged fword of the|preferved drabam from the {word of the four 
word, and by his fpirit making ule of it; and lays|kings, when he waged war with them; and the 
open all the corruption of nature, and brings to|J/raelites, in the war of Amalek, in the times of 
repentance and humiliation for all tranfgreffions ;!Mo/es, which the Targum here refers to; and David, 
and then pours in the oil and wine of pardoning|from the hurtful fword of Goliab, and others with 
grace and mercy, and binds up the wounds thatjwhom he was concerned in war: and fo the Lord 
are made: he woundeth, and bis hands make whole ;\covers the heads of his people in the day of battle 
or heal* ; the fame thing is meant, expreffed by|oftentimes, when multitudes fall on their right 
different words; and the whole fuggefts, that every|hand and on their left. 
afflicted man, and particularly 7d, fhould he behave} ¥. 21. Thou halt be hid from the fcourge of the 
well, and as he ought, under the afflicting hand of| tongue, &c.] Of Satan, as Farchi, the accufer of 
God, would be healed, and become found and whole|the brethren; or rather, from the evil tongue of 
again, in body, mind, family, and eftate; for,|wicked: men, their flanders, calumnies, and re- 
though God for the prefent caufed grief, yet he|}proaches; the tongue is a {mall weapon, but it is 
would have compaffion, fince he did not willingly|a cutting one; it is like a fcourge or whip, with 
grieve the children of men; did not do it for his}which wicked men ftrike hard: the enemies of Fe- 
own pleafure, but for their good; as a fkilful|remiab encouraged one another to {mite him with 
chirurgeon cuts and wounds in order to heal; fee|their tongue, ch. xviii. 18. and a fad thing it is to 
Deut. xxxii. 39. Hof. vi. 1. Lam. iii. 32. 33. be under the lafh of fome men’s tongues, and a 
y. 19. He fhall deliver thee in fix troubles, 8cc.}\gréat mercy it is to be delivered from them : God 
Behaving as before direéted; feeking unto God,{does fometimes hide his people, and keeps them fe- 
committing his caufe and cafe to him, and leaving}cretly as in a pavilion, from the ftrife of tongues ; 
it with him, and not defpifing the chaftening ofl P/ xxxi. 20. he either reftrains the tongues of men, 
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lays an embargo on them, 
to fay that evil of his people which Satan and their 
wicked hearts prompt them to; or, if they are fuf- 
fered to defame and fpeak evil of good men, yet 
they do it in fuch a romantic way, and fo over- 
charge and load it, that it is not credited by ‘any 
what they fay, even by thofe of their own party ; fo 
that the characters of God’s people fuffer not by 
their lies and calumnies : fome render it, when the 
tongue wanders about ®; walks through the earth, 
and fpares none, all ranks and degrees of men; 
God hides his people from being hurt by it, fee 
Pf. Ixxiiic 9. Aben Ezra interprets the word ren 
dered tongue, of a nation or people ; and fo it may 
be underftood of one pation entering into another, 
pafling through it, and making defolations in it; 
as the Scythians, Gauls, Goths, Huns, and Vaudals, 
have done in different ages; and that, in fuch a 
time of calamity, God has his hiding places in 
providence, for the protection and fafety of his 
people: but the Targum interprets it of an evil 
tongue, and particularly of the tongue of Balaam : 
neither foalt thou be afraid of deftruction when tt 
cometh; meaning either of peftilence, which is the 
deftruction that waftes at noon-day, P/. xci. 6, 10 
which, when it comes into a nation or neighbour- 
hood, fhall not come nigh the good man, and in- 
feé& him; or if it does, fhall not carry him off; 
and if it does that, it carries him home to heaven 
and happinefs, and therefore he has no reafon to be 
afraid of it: or of a general calamity ; as when there 
isa complication of judgments in a nation, or in 
the world in general, as war, famine, peftilence, 
earthquakes, &c. as if all were juft falling to pieces 
and into ruin; and yet even then the faints have 
no caufe to fear; fee Pf xlvi. 1,2, 3. 4. or’ the 
deftruction of the whole world at the laft day, when 
the heavens. and earth, and all therein, hall 
be burnt up; for then good and righteous men 
will be fafe with Chrift, and dwell with him in the 
new heavens and the new earth, which fhall be pre- 
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and will not fuffer them duft of the ¢arth, with all other poifonous animals, 


the liceral fenfe is to be preferred ; the” 
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between which and men there is an antipathy ; and 
yet good men need not be afraid of thefe4fee Mark 
xvi 18. Adts xxviii. 3, 4, 5. or figuratively, cruel 
and barbarous men, thieves and robbers, as archi ; 
or rather fierce and furious perfecutors, and parti- 
cularly the beafts of Rome, pagan and papal’; ‘tho’ 
Targum in- 
terprets this of the camp of Og, comparable to the 
beafts of the earth. } gtd Th are 
y¥. 23. For thou thalt be in league sith the ones 
of the field, &c.] So’as to receive no hurt from 
them, by walking among them, and even barefoot, 
which was ufual in the eaftern countriés, fee Pf. xci. 
12. or by their being in the field, fo as to hinder 
the increafe of them; but on the contrary, even 
from fuch fields as were ftony yround, a Jaree crop 
has been produced, and fo rather receiVe benefit by 
them, as men do from thofé with whom they are: 
in league ; and may therefore likewife fignify, that 
thefe: ftones: fhould be ufeful in being botindaries 
or fences about their fields, and*land-mafks in 
them, which fhould not be removed ; many inter- - 
preters take notice of a fenfe that Pineda gives of 
thefe words, and which Coceeius calls an’ ingenious 
one, that it refers to a cuftom in Arabia, which 
may be called Scopeli/m, and was this; a m&n’s ene- 
mies would lay {tones in his field, and thefe fieni- 
fied, that if any attempted to till and manure thofe 
grounds where they were laid, fome evil would befa 
him by the means of thofe perfons who laid the ftones 
there ; and which ftones were thought to be ominous 
and formidable; fomething like it is in 2 Kings iii. 19 ; 
25. and fo the fenfe is, that a good man had. er 
thing to fear from fuch ftones, he being in league 
with them ; and this malicious practice is thought 
to have had its origin’ in Arabia Petrea*: but the 
firft fenfe feems befl : and the beafts of the field foall 
be at peace with thee; a covenant being made with 
them, as in Hof: ii, 18. meaning either Tirerally, 
the. beafts of the field ; and thefe either the fame as 


pared for them ; fee 2 Pet. iii. 1o—13. the Targum} before, wild beafts, or bealts of prey; or rather, in 


refers this to the deftruction of the Midianites. 
y¥. 22. At deftruétion and famine thou fhalt 


diftinétion from them, tame beafts, as cows and 
horfes, which fhould be fo far from doing any 


laugh, &c.] Not deride and defpife them, and|hurt, as fometimes is done by thefe tame creatures, 


make a jeft of them; for good men have a reve- 
rence and awe of the righteous judgments of God 
upon them, when they are in the world, P/. cxix. 
120. but the fenfe is, that fuch fhall reckon them- 
felves fafe and fecure amid{t fuch calamities, pro- 
vifion being made for their protection and fufte- 
nance; and be chearful and comfortable, putting 


that they fhould be very ferviceable in tilling fields 
and drawing carriages, and the like: or elfe fisu- 
ratively, men comparable to fuch creatures ; and 
fo the fenfe may be, that when a man’s ways pleafe 
the Lord, and he behaves according to his mind - 
and will, particularly under afflictions, even his 
enemies are made to be at peace with him; Prov. 


their truft and confidence in the Lord, as Habakkuk} xvi. 7. the Targum interprets this of the Canaanites, 


was, in atime of great diftrefs, when all the necef- 
faries of life were cut off from the ftall, the herds, 


comparable to the beatts of the field. 
y. 24. And thou foalt know that thy tabernacle 


the flocks, and the fields; Had. iii. 17, 18, 19. juft| fhall be in peace, &c.] Not a place of religious 
as a man that is in a good harbour, or has a good|worfhip, though the Targum renders it an houfe of 
houfe over his head, laughs at bluftering ftorms|doétrine of inftru@tion ; for we read not of any 
and winds*, or thinks himfelf fecure, and fo is|fuch but the tabernacle of Maoj/es, ereéted in the 
chearful and pleafant amidft all the noife that is|wildernefs, and which was indeed about, or little 
about him, fee Hab. i, 10. neither fhalt thou be\after, the times of fob; but it cannot be reafon- 
afraid of the beafts of the earth either literally ta-|ably thought he did or could attend there; nor the 
ken, beafts of prey, that wander about in the earth, | tabernacle of his body, now in great pain and an- 
noifome and pernicious ones; which are one of|guith, in which there were no reft nor foundnefs, ~ 
God’s fore judgments which he threatens the difo-| being filled with fore boils and burning ulcers; b : 
bedient with, and promifes the obedient he will}his dwelling-houfe, which was built asa tent ie 
rid them of; and therefore they have no reafon|bernacle ; fuch were the houfes of the eaftern people, ~~ 
to be afraid of them, fee Ezek. xiv. 21. Lev. xxvi.| made to move from place to place, for the fake of 
6. 22. fome think ferpents are particularly defigned,| pafturage for their flocks and herds, in which their — 
which creep upon the earth, and whofe food is the' wealth confifted,; fo Abraham, Iaac, and. Facob 
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dwelt in tabermacles; and hence in after-tinies more 
firm, fixed, and ftable dwellings were fo, called ; 
David calls his palace the tabernacle of his houle, 


7 OB. 


2rg 
and not corre¢ting for it, which was the faule of 


Eli: Ben Gerfom thinks Elipbaz tacitly fugeetts, 
and ftrikes at 706’s indulgence to his children ; and 


Pf. cxxxii. 3. though this alfo includes all that}fo Sephorno : the word ufed having the fignifieation 


dwelt in his houfe, his family ; and the meaning is, 
that fhould he behave aright under the afflicting 
hand of God, his family fhould live in concord, 
harmony, and love ; there fhould be no difcord, ani- 


of wandering and ftraying, fome take the fenfe 
to be this; that he fhould have a fure’and certain 
dwelling-place to come into, and abide in, ‘and 
fhould not wander about’, or be as a ftroller and 


mofity, and contention among them, but they fhould| vagabond in the earth : though this has fometimes 


be at peace and in unity among themfelves ; as in- 


been the cafe of good men’; as of the godly in the 


‘deed Fod’s children were whilft he had them, andjtimes of the Maccabees, who wandered in defarts 
before this calamity came upon him ;. and that alfo}and mountains, in caves and dens of the éarth ; and 


they fhould be fecure from enemies, and dwell un- 
molefted by them; and bein the urmoft fafety, en- 
joying all kind of profperity, inward and outward, 
temporal and fpiritual ; which the word peace in- 
cludes, as uled in eaftern countries, whofe common 


faluration was, peace be with thee; thereby withing 


all kind of happinefs : or the words may be ren 
dered, peace fhatl be thy tabernacle’; as is a good 
man’s tabernacle: he dwells in God, who is all 
love, all peace, in whom there is no wrath or fury ; 
he dwells by faith in Chrift, who is his peace, his 
peace-maker, and peace-giver; and in whom he 
has peace amidit all the tribulation he meets with in 
the world; the peace of God, which paffes all un- 
derftanding, keeps and guards him in Chrift as in a 
garrifon, fafe and fecure; and he enjoys much 
peace, as the fruit of the fpirit, arifing from.a view 
of intereft in the blood, righteoufnefs, and facrifice 
of Chrift ; and when he dies he enters into. peace, 
and dwells and abides in it as his everlafting man- 
fion, Jf lvii. 2. now all this Elipbaz fays, Fob, be- 
having well, fhould know ; that is, have an expe- 
rience of it; fhould really enjoy it, and find it in 
fact true what he afferted: and thou fhalt vifit thy 
habitation, and fbalt not fin, meaning not his wife, 
as fome interpreters, Fewifh and Chriftian, under- 
ftand it; and fo in the Zahnud*, the word being 
rendered fhe that tarried at home, Pf. Ixviii. 12. 
which is a defcription of a good houfewife, that 
keeps at home and minds the affairs of her family , 
but rather it defigns the fame as his tabernacle in 
the preceding claufe, his dwelling-houfe, and fig 
nifies a fine, fair, and beautiful one; a fpacious 
and goodly building, and well ftored with rich 
houfhold-goods ; and including his family alfo: 
and to wifit this is to take care of his family, rule 
and govern them well, protect and defend them, 
and provide all things neceffary for them ; as well 
as to infpect into the affairs of his houfe, enquire, 
examine, and fee how things are managed ; to 
know the ftate, condition, and circumftances it is 
in; which is looking well to the ways of his houf- 
hold: and this he fhould do, and mot fim ; not that 
aman, even a good man, can fo conduct himfelt 
always in his family, as not to be guilty of any fin 


at all, but not of fn in common, or continually ; 
at leaft not any grofs and notorious ones: the fenfe 
aking 


is, that he fhould not fin himfelf whil 
fuch a vifit and enquiry, by an undue heat, by ex- 


ceflive anger, by rath and paffionate expreffions, 


things not being entirely to his mind; or be the 
caufe of fin in others, by provoking his children to 
wrath, by threatening and menacing his fervants in 
~@ fevere, boifterous, and bluftering manner ; but 
reproving both, as there may be occafion, in a milc 
and gentle way ;' or elfe not fin by conniving at it 
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even of the difciples of Chrift, who had no certain 
dwelling-place ; yea of Chrift himfelf, who had not 
where to lay his head: rather, fince the word fig- 
nifies to mifs the mark, and fo be difappointed; in 
which fenfe it is ufed in Fudg. xx. 16. the fenfé may 
be, that when he vifited his habitation he fhould 
find nothing amifs or wanting, but every thing 
fhould anfwer his expectations and wifhes, fo Aber 
Ezra; and Mr. Broughton renders it, /halt not mif- 
profper ; and others, jhalt not be fruftrated™,; 
baulked, difappointed of thine ends and views, de- 
figns, hopes, and wifhes. 
~¥. 25. Thou fhalt know alfo that thy feed Mall be 
great, &c.| Not his feed fown in the earth, and 
the increafe of that, but his children, as the next 
claufe explains it, as Bar Tzemach well obferves ; 
and defigns-either their greatnefs in worldly things, 
in wealth and riches, in honour and dignity, in 
power and authority, or elfe their numbers; for 
the word may be rendered much or many”, a mul- 
titude of children being reckoned a great temporal 
bleffing ; but this, feems rather intended in the fol- 
lowing words: and thine offspring as the gras of 
the earth; as numerous as the fpires of grafs, 
which can no more be ‘told than the ftars of the 
heavens, or the fand of the fea, by which the fame 
thing, a numerous progeny, is fometimes illuftrated : 
this is to be underftood not of his immediate off- 
fpring, but his defcendants in fucceffive ages and 
generations, and which fhould be as beautiful as 
the grafs of the earth when in its verdure3 point- 
ing at the comelinefs of their perfons, their honour 
and dignity raifed unto, the largenefs of their fub- 
ftance, the greatnefs of their profperity, and flou- 
rifhing circumftances they fhould be in; though it 
may alfo denote the original of them, amidft all, 
being of the earth and earthy, and their frailty and 
tading condition ; for which reafon all fleth is faid 
to be as grafs, and men are frequently compared 
unto it, fee Pf xc. 5,6. and-cii. 4. and ciil. 15. 
If. xl. 6, 7,8. 
y¥. 26. Thou fhalt come to thy grave in'a fu'l age, 
&c.] Or, go into thy grave °, which is repre- 
fented as a houfe to enter into and dwell in; and 
fo the wife man calls it man’s long home, and Fob 
his houfe, and which is appointed for all living, 
Eccl, xii. 5. Fob xvii. 13. and xxx. 23. forall men 
muft die, and fo come to the grave, good men as 
well as bad, the righteous and the wicked : this is 
not to be underftood literally, for the dead cannot 
go or come to their graves, but are carried thither, 
as Stephen was, and all are; but it denotes their 
willingnefs to die, who chufe to be abfent from the 
body, that they may be prefent with the Lord, and 
are defirous to depart this world, and be with him, 
as the apoftle Pau! was; and therefore chearfully 
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give up the ghoft, and refign their fouls into the 
hands of Chrift, defiring him to receive them ; 
and rejoice when they obferve the grave is near, 
and ready for them; whilft others have their fouls 
demanded and required of them, and are forced to 
death and the grave againft their wills, and are 
driven away in their wickednefs: now.this, with 
refpeét to good men, is faid to be ix a full age, not 
in abundance, as thé Vulgate Latin verfion, in an 
abundance or fulnefs of wealth and honour, and 
with great pomp and fplendor, which is not the 
cafe of all good men, but of very few; nor in the 
full time which God has determined and appointed 
men fhouild live, which may be called the fulne/s 
of times for in this every man comes to the grave, 
good and bad, young and old; no man dies before 
or lives beyond it, fee Yod xiv. 5. but in the full 
age of men, or the common term of man’s life; the 
higheft which he ufually attains unto, which is 
threefcore years and ten, and at moft fourfcore, P/- 
xc. 10. and fuch who die before this, are faid to 
die before their time, the ufual term of life; who 
die before the midft of this, are faid not to live out 
half their days, Eccl. vii. 17. Pf lv. 23. but he 
that arrives to this, dies in a good old age, and has 
filled up his days, which men, at moft, ordinarily 
live: Mr. Broughton renders it, in lufty old age, 
enjoying great health, ftrength, and vigour ; and 
fo Nachmanides takes the word to be compounded of 
5 as and n> moift, lively, ftrong, and lufty ; as if 
the fenfe was, that Yob fhould die indeed in old 
age, but when old, be as hearty as a young man 
in his full ftrength, and whofe bones are moiftened 
with marrow; as was the cafe of Mofes, whofe eyes 
were not dim, nor his natural force or radical 
moifture abated, Deut. xxxiv. 7. but the word de- 
notes extreme decrepit old age’, coming from the 
root in the Arabic language, which fignifies to be 
of an auftere, rugged, wrinkled, contracted coun- 
tenance ‘, which is ufually the cafe of old men: 
now this is to be underftood, not as if every good 
man arrives to fuch an age, or that none but good 
men do; for certain it is, that fome good perions, 
as Abijah, die in their youth, and many wicked 
men live to a great age, fee Ecc/. vii. 15. but Ei- 
phaz here fpeaks fuitably to the legal difpenfation 
under which he was, in which temporal bleffings 
were promifed to good men, as fhadows of {piritual 
things, and this of long life was a principal one, 
fee Pf. xci. 16. Eph. vi. 2, 3. this is illuftrated by 
the following fimile: /ike as a fhock of corn cometh 
in, in his feafon; there is a very great refemblance 
between ripe corn and old age; corn, when it is in 
its fullear, and ripe, its ears will hang down; the 
ftalks being dry and withered, are weak, and not 
able to bear the weight of them; fo old men ftoop, 
their knees bend, the ftrong men bow themfelves, 
being unable to bear the weight of the body: fields 
of corn, ripe for the harveft, look white, and fo 
the hairs of a man’s head in old age; the almond- 
tree flourifhes, which when in full bloom, is a 
lively emblem of the hoary head: and there is a 
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great likenefS betweeti ripe corn, and fhocks and 
fheaves of it, and a good o]d man; a good man is 
comparable to a corn of wheat that falls into the 
ground, to which Chrift compares himtelf, fobm 
xii. 24. and to wheat he compares his faints, Matt. 
xiii, 30. for their choicenefs, excellency, purity, 
and folidity ; and thefe, like a corn of wheat, grow 
up gradually in grace, in fpiricual light, know- 
ledge, faith, and experience, and at length come 
to maturity ; the good work is performed and per- 
fected in them, and they come to the meafure of 
the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift ; and then they 
are cut down with the feythe or fickle of death, 
which is the proper: time, like corn in bis feafon ; 
which, if cut before it is ripe, would not be fit for 
ufe, and if it ftood longer, would fhed and come 
to nothing: and then, as corn when cut down and 
reaped, is put up in fhocks and fheaves, which are 
lifted up from the earth, and made to a/cend, as 
the word ' fignifies, and are laid in carts and wag- 


gons, and carried home with expreffions of joy, 


(hence we read of the joy of harveft) and are laid 
up in the barn or granary; fo the faints are carried 
by angels, the reapers, into ddraham’s bofom, as 
Lazarus was, into heaven, and as ail the eleét will 
be gathered by the angels at the harveft, the end of 
the world; attended with their fhouts and acclama- 
tions, and with expreffions of joy from gofpel-mi- 
nifters, who now go forth bearing the precious 
feed of the word, and fow it in tears, but then 
fhall return with joy, bringing their fheaves with 
them, fee Mast. xiii. 30. 39. and xxiv. 31. Pf. 
CxXxvi. 5, 6. 2 Thef. ii. 19, 20. 

y. 27. Lo this, we have fearched it, &c.] This 
is the concluding part of E/iphaz’s firft oration or 
fpeech to Fob , and in order to engage his attention 
to it, obferves, that what he had {aid was not his 
own fingle opinion, but the fentiment of the reft of 
his friends; and that it was the refult of laborious 
and diligent inveftigation; that they had fearched the 
records of former times, and enquired of antient 
people, as well as had made the ftricteft obferva- 
tions on things during their courfe of life; and the 
fum and amount of all was what he had declared, 
and which they had found to be fure and certain, 
the truth of the matter; that it is an undoubted 
truth, which fhould not be difputed and called in 
queftion, but to be held as a firft principle, which 
was this ; that wicked men are punifhed for their 
fins, and that good men are never greatly afflicted, 
at leaft not to fuch a degree, as to be {tripped of 
all the neceffaries of life, and to be in a moft defo- 
late and perifhing condition; and fince this had 
been fo thoroughly inveftigated by them, and fuch 
a probatum eft was written upon it, he exhorts Fob 
to hear it; agree to it, believe it, receive it, ‘and 
make a proper ufe of it, as he hoped he would: - 
and know thou it for thy good, or for thyfelf*; take 
it to thyfelf, as belonging to thee, as fuitable to thy 
cafe; apply it to thyfelf, learn fome leffons from it, 
and make good ufe of it; which is what is propofed 
by all that has been faid. . a 
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T HIS and the following chapter contain 0's 
an{wer to the fpeech of E/iphaz in the two 
foregoing; he firft excufes his impatience by the 
greatnefs of his afflictions, which, if weighed b 
good and_ impartial hands, would be found: to be 
heavier than the fand of the fea, and which words 
were wanting to exprefs, ¥. 1, 2, 3. and the rea- 
fon why they were fo heavy is given, they being the 
arrows and terrors of the Almighty, y. 4. and by 
various fimilies, he fhews:that his moans and com- 
plaints under them need not feem {trange and un- 
reafonable, ¥. 5, 6, 7. and what had been faid not 
being convincing to him, he: continues in the fame 
fentiment and difpofition of mind, and wifhes-to be 
removed by death out of his miferable condition, 
and gives his reafons for it, ¥. 8—13. and though 
his cafe was fuch as required pity from his friends, 
yet this he had not from them, but reprefents them 
as deceitful, and as having fadly difappointed him, 
and therefore he neither hoped nor afked for any 
thing of them, ¥. 14-23. and obferves that their 
‘words and arguments were of no force and weight 
with him, but hurtful and pernicious, ¥. 24—27. 
and in his turn gives them fome exhortations and 
inftruétions, and fignifies, that he was as capable 
of difcerning between right and wrong as they, 
with which this chapter is concluded, ¥. 28—30. 


y. 1. But Fob anfwered and faid.| Though Eki- 
pbaz thought his fpeech was unanfwerable, being, 
as he and his friends judged, unqueftionably true, 
and the fruit of ftrict, laborious, and diligent 
fearch and enquiry; or, then Fob anfwered ‘, as the 
fame particle is rendered, ch. iv. 1. after he had 
heard. Eliphaz out; he waited with patience until 
he had finifhed his difcourfe, without giving him 
any interruption, though there were many things 
that were very provoking, particularly in ch. iv. 
5, 6, 7. and v. 2, and when he had done, then he 
made his reply ; and this was no other than what 
every man has a right unto, to anfwer for himfelf 
when any charge or accufation is brought againft 
him ; when his character is attacked, or his good 
name, which is better than precious ointment, is 
taken from him ; and is what all reafonable men, 
and the laws of all civilized nations allow of. 

y. 2. Ob that my grief were thoroughly weighed, 
&c.] Or, in weighing, weighed", moft nicely 
and exactly weighed; that is, his grievous affic- 
tion, which caufed fo much grief of heart, and 
which had been fhewn in words and geftures; or 
his wrath and anger “, as others render it; not his 
anger again{t Elipbhaz, as Sepborno, but as before, 
meaning the fame thing, his affiction 5: which ei- 
ther, as he underftood, was the fruit and effect of 
the wrath and anger of God, who treated him as 
an enemy; or rather, that wrath, anger, and re- 
fentment raifed in his own mind by thofe afflic- 
tive providences, and which broke out in hot and 
_paffionate expreffions, and for which he was blamed 
as a foolifh man, ch. v. 2. or elfe the complaint *, 
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the groans and moans he made under them; or 
the impatience’ he ‘was charged with in bearing 


of them ; and now he wifhes, and fuggefts, that 
y | if they were well weighed and confidered by kind 

and judicious perfons, men of moderation and tem- 
per, a great allowance would be made for them, 
and they would eafily be excufed, that is, if toge- 
ther with his expreflions of grief, anger, and im- 
patience, his great afflictions, the caufe of them, 
were but looked into, and carefully examined, as 
follows’: and. my calamity laid in the balances toge- 
ther that is, his affliction, which had a being, as the 
word fignifies, as’ Aben Ezra obferves, was not 
through the prepoffeffions of fear as before, nor 
merely in fancy as in many, 
and made greater than it is, which is often the 
cafe; but ‘what was real and true, and matter of 
faé& ; it was what befel him, had happened to 
him, not by chance, but by the appointment and 
providence of God; and includes all his misfor- 
tunes, the lofs of his cattle, fervants, and chil- 
dren, and of his own health; and now to be added 
to them, the unkindnefs of his friends: and his 
defire is, that thefe might be taken up, and put 
together in’ the fcales, and being put there, that 
the ballances might be lifted up at once, and the true 


or as exaggerated, 


weight of them taken; and the meaning is, either 


that all his exceffive grief, and paffionate words, and 
extravagant and unwarrantable impatience, as they 
were judged, might be put into one fcale, and all 
his afflictions in another, and then it would be feen 
which were heavieft, and what reafon there was for 
the former, and what ‘little reafon there was to 
blame him on'that account ; or however, he might 
be excufed, and not be bore hard upon, as he was; 
to this fenfe his words incline in ch. xxiii. 2. or 
elfe by his grief and calamity he means the fame 


thing, his grievous afflictions, which he would 
have put together in a pair of ballances, and 
weighed againft any thing that was ever fo heavy, 
and then they would appear to be as is exprefled in 
the following verfe. 0b by all this feems defirous 
to have his cafe thoroughly canvaffed, and his con- 
duct thoroughly examined into, and to be well 
weighed and pondered in the fcale of right reafon 
and found judgment, by men of equal and impar- 
tial characters ; but he tacitly fuggefts, that his 
friends were not fuch, and therefore wifhes that 
fome third perfon, or other perfons, would under- 
take this affair. : 

¥. 3. For now it would be heavier than the fand of 
the fea, &c.] Or feas*; all fand is heavy in its 
own nature, Prov. xxvii. 3. efpecially the fand of 
the fea, that which is immediately taken out of it ; 
for that on the fhore is lighter, being dried by the 
winds and heat of the fun, but the other is heavier, 
through the additional weight of water; and much 
more efpecially, how heavy mutt all the fand of the 
fea be, and of all the feas that are in the world; 
yet Fob fuggefts by this hyperbolical expreffion, 


exaggerating his cafe, that his affliction was hea- 
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vier than it all, a moft intolerable and infupporta- 
ble burden ; the afflictions of God’s people are but 
light when compared with what their fins deferve, 
with the torments of the damned in hell, with the 
fufferings of Chrift in their room and ftead, and 
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der and lightning; atd which were like arrows, _ 
that came upon him fuddenly, fecretly, and at un- 
awares, and very {wiftly; thefe arrows flew thick 
and faft about him, and ftuck in him, and were. 
fharp and painful, and wounded and flew him; for » 


with everlafting happinefs, the eternal weight of |he was now under flaying circumf{tances of provi- 


glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. but in themfelves they are 
heavy, and prefs hard; they are fo to flefh and 
blood, and efpecially unlefs. everlafting arms are 
put under men, and they are fupported and upheld 
with the right hand of .God’s righteoufnefs; they 
are heavy when attended with the hidings of God’s 
face, and afenfe of his wrath and difpleature, 
which was ‘Yod’s cafe, fee ch. xiii. 24. and xxiii. 2, 
3. fome render it more copious or numerous *, and in- 
deed the word has this fignification, as in Numb. 
xx. 20. and the metaphor is more frequently ufed 
to expre{fs a multitude, even what is innumerable, 
Hof. i. 10. yet the notion of heavinefs beft agrees 


dence ; but rather thefe mean, together with his 
afflictions, the inward diftreffes, grief, and anguifh 
of his mind arifing from them, being attended 
with a keen fenfe of the divine difpleature, which 
was the cafe of David, and is exprefiéd in much 
the: fame language, Pf. xxxviii. 1, 2. Fob here 
confiders his afflictions as coming from God, as 
arrows fhot from his bow; and as coming from 
him, not as.a father, in'a way of paternal chaftife- 
ment and love, dealing with him as a child of his, 
but accounting him as an enemy, and fetting him 
up asa mark» or butt to. fhoot at, fee ch. vii. 20. 
and xvi. 12, 13, 14. yea, not only as the arrows 


with the preceding figure of weighing in balances, [of a ftrong and mighty man, expert in archery, 


and therefore at leaft is not to be excluded; fome 
learned men take in both, as the fenfe of the 
word, the number of afflictions, and the bulk and 
weight of them: therefore my words are fwallowed 
up; either by his friends, as Kimchi, who catched 
at them, and put a wrong conftruction on them, 
without thoroughly examining the true fenfe of 
them; as men that {wallow down their food greedi- 
ly, don’t chew it, nor take the true tafte of it, and 
fo are no judges whether itis good or bad; but 
this fenfe feems to have no connexion with what 
goes before; rather they were fwallowed up by 
himfelf, and the meaning either is, that fuch was 
the weight and preffure of his afflictions, that he 
wanted words to exprefs.it; his words failed him, 
as the Targum ; or they come fhort, as Mr. Brough- 
ton renders it; they were not fufficient to fet forth 
and declare the greatnefs of his troubles; or he 
faultered in his ipeech, he could not fpeak out 
plainly and diftinétly, becaufe of his griet and for- 
row, fee Pf. Ixxvii. 4. what he had faid was deli- 
vered amidft fighs and fobs, through the heavinefs 
of the calamity on him ; they were but half. words, 
attended with groanings that could not be uttered ; 
by which he would fignify, that though his friends 
had charged him with {peaking too much and too 
freely, he had not fpoken enough, nor could he, 
by reafon of the greatnels of his affliction ; and alfo 
to excufe his prefent anfwer, if it was not delivered 
with that politenefs and fulnefs of expreffion, with 
that eloquence and ftrength of reafoning and dif- 
courfing he at other times was capable of: or ra- 
ther the words may be rendered, s¢herefore my words 
break out with beat ®; in a vehement manner, in a 
hot and paffionate way I am blamed for ; but this 
is to be imputed to the heavy burden of affiction 
and forrow upon me; which if confidered, fome 
allowances would be made, and the charge be alle- 
viated. 

y¥. 4. For the arrows ef the Almighty are within 
me, &c.| Which are a reafon proving the weight 
and heavinefs of his affliction, and alio of his hot 
and paffionate expreffions he broke out into; which 
defigns not fo much outward calamities, as famine, 
peftilence, thunder and lightning, which are called 
the arrows of God, Deut. xxxil. 23, 24. Ezek. v. 
16. Pf. xci. 5, 6. and xviii. 13, 14. all’ which 
had attended od, and were his cafe ; being reduced 
to extreme poverty, had malignant and _peftilential 
ulcers upon him, and his fheep deftroyed by thun- 
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-who fhoots his arrows with great ftrength and {kiil, 
fo that they mifs not, and return not in vain, fee 
Pf. cxx. 4. and cxxviic4. Fer. 1.9. but as being ~ 
the arrows of the. Almighty, which come with 
force irrefiftible, with the ftretching and lighting 
down of his arm, and with the indignation of his 
anger intolerable: the poifon whereof drinketh up my 
Jpirit ; alluding to the cuftom of fome people, that 
ufed to dip their arrows in poifon, or befmear them 
with it; fo the Perfans, as Farchi obferves, and 
Hleliodorus “ reports of the Erhiopians, that they 
dipped their arrows in the poifon of dragons, and 
which made them inflammatory, and raifed fuch an 
heat, and fuch burning pains, as were intolerable ; 
and now, as fuch poifon prefently infected the 
blood, and penetrated into and feized the animal 
fpirits, and inflamed and foon exhaufted them; fo 
the heat of divine wrath, and a fenfe of it, which 
attended the arrows of God, his afflictions on Fob, 
fo affected him, as not only to take away his 
breath, that he could not fpeak, as in the preceding 
verfe, or rather, as to caufe thofe warm and hot 
expreffions to break out from him, but even’to eat — 
up his-vital fpirits, and leave him fpiritlefs and Iife- 
lefs ; which was Heman’s cafe, and fimilar to Fob’s, 
Pf. \xxxviil. 3, 4, 5 the terrors of God do fet them- 
Jelves in array againft me; the Lord is fometimeés 
compared to a man of war in arms, ftirring up his 
wrath and jealoufy, Exod. xv. 3. J. xlii. 13. and 
in this light he was viewed by ‘ob, and fo he ap- 
prehended him, as coming forth againft him, and 
which was terrible; and his terrors were like an 
army of foldiers fet in battle-array, in rank and 
file, ready to difcharge, or difcharging their artil- 
lery upon him; and which fometimes defign the 
inward terrors of mind, of a guilty confcience, the 
terrors of God’s judgment here, or of a future 
judgment hereafter, of death and hell, and eternal 
damnation, through the menaces and curfes of the 
law of God tranfgreffed and broken; but here af- 
flictive providences, or terrible things in righteouf- 
nefs, which furrounded him, attacked him in great 
numbers, and ina hoftile, military way, with great 
order and regularity, and which were frightful to 
behold ; perhaps regard may be alfo had to thofe 
{caring dreams and terrifying vifions he fometimes 
had, fee ch. vii. 14, 15. : 
¥. 5. Doth the wild afs bray when be hath grafs 2 
or loweth the ox over bis fodder?] Wo, they nei- 
ther of them do, when the one is in a good paf- 


‘ture, 
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ture, and the other has a fufficiency of provender ; ‘cally ufed, fince it is ufelefS in judging of different 


but when they are in want of food, the one will 
bray, and the other will low, which are tones pe- 
culiar to thofe creatures, and exprefs their mourn- 
ful complaints ; wherefore Fob fuggetts, that fhould 
he make no moan and complaint in his forrowful 
circumftances, he fhould be more ftupid and fenfe- 
lefs than thofe brute creatures: and he may have 
fome refpect to the different circumftances of him- 
felf and his friends; he himfelf, when he was in 
profperity, made no complaints, as the wild afs 
brays not, and the ox lows not, when they have 
both food enough ; but now, being in diftrefs, he 
could not but utter his forrow and trouble, as thofe 
creatures when in lack of food; and this may ferve 
as an anfwer to his different conduét now and for- 
merly objected to him, ch. iv. 3, 4, 5. and fo his 
friends; they lived in great tranquillity and pro- 
fperity, as Aben Ezra obferves, and roared and 
grieved not, which doubtlefs they would, were 
they in the fame circumftances he was; though it 
became them, as things were, to have uttered words 
of condolence to their friend in diftrefs, inftead of 
fharp reproofs and hard cenfures. 

¥. 6. Can that which is unfavoury be eaten with- 
out falt? &c.| As any fort of pulfe, peas, beans, 
lentiles, &c. which have no favoury and agree- 
able tafte unlefs falted, and fo: many other things ; 
and are difagreeable to men, and difrelifhed by 
them, and more efpecially things bitter and unplea- 
fant ; and therefore od intimates, it need not feem 


ftrange that the wormwood and water of gall, or} 


the bread of adverfity, and water of affliction, he 
was fed with, fhould be fo diftafteful to him, and 
he fhould fhew fuch a naufea of it, and an aver- 
fion to it,.and complain thereof as he did: tho’ 
fome apply this to the words and fpeeches of Ei- 
phaz, and his friends he perfonated, which with 
Fob were infipid and foolifh talk, and very unfuit- 
able and difagreeable to him, yea, loathed and ab- 
horred by him, not being feafoned with the falt of 
prudence, grace, and goodnefs, fee Col. iv. 6. or 
is there any tafte in the white of an egg? none ‘at 
all. The fame things are defigned by this as 
the former. Mr. Broughton renders it, the white 
of the yolk; and Kimchi fays*, it fignifies, in the 
language of the Radbins, the red part of the yolk, 
the innermoft part; but others,’ from the ufe of 


taftes, and mixed with food, goes not into nourith- 
ment, as the white of an egg. 

¥.7. The things that my foul refused to touch, are 
as my forrowful meat.| Meaning either the above 
things, that which is unfavoury, and the white of 
an ¢ge, or any other food, which in the time of 
his profperity he would not touch with his fingers, 
much lefs eat, but now was glad of, and were his 
conftant féod in his prefent forrowful circumftan- 
ces ; the fenfe given by fome Yewih writers ‘is, 
that what he difdained to touch or wipe his hands 
with formerly, he was glad to make. ufe of as a 
table-cloth to eat his bread of forrow upon ; but it 
rather intends the infipid and difagreeable words of 
his friends, their doctrines, initructions and exhor- 
tations they gave him, but were refufed and re- 
jected by him ; and which he before compares to 
unfavoury food, the white of an egg, or the fpittle 
of a dreaming man, or the dribble of a fool; and 
which were as much Joathed‘and naufeated by him, 
as his food that was /othed by him *, either be- 
caufe of his want of appetite, or becaufe of the 
badnefs of it, fuch as were corrupt and rotten, and 
even as the excrements of food'; thofe he refufed 
to receive, with as much indignation as he could 
fuch fort of food offered. him; and therefore we 
find, that notwithftanding all that had been faid 
to him, he continued in the fame fentiment and 
difpofition of mind, to defire death rather than life, 
as follows. 

¥. 8. And that I might have my requeft, &c.] Or 
that it might come™; that it might go up to hea- 
ven, enter there, and come into the ears of the 
Lord. be attended to, admitted and received by 
him, fee Pf xviii. 6. or come to Fob, be return- 
ed into his bofom, be anfwered and fulfilled; the 
fame with. the defre that cometh, which is, when 
the thing defired is enjoyed, Prov. xiii. 12. or that 
what he had requefted would come, namely, death, 
which is fometimes reprefented as a perfon that looks 
in at the windows, and comes into the houfes of 
men, and feizes on them, Yer. ix, 21. and this is 
what ‘fob wifhes for; this was his fole requeft ; 
this was the thing, the one thing that lay upper- 
moft in his mind, and he was moft importunately 
folicitous for: and that God would grant me the 
thing that I long for ; death, as the following words 


the word in the Arabic language, interpret it of|explain it; this is not defirable by nature, but 


the froth of milk *, which is very taftelefs and in- 
fipid : but the firft of the words we render white, 
always fignifies /pittle; and fome of the ews 
writers ‘ call it the fpittle of foundnefs, or a found 
man, which has no tafte, in diftinétion from that 
of a fick man which has; and the latter word 
comes from one which fignifies to dream; and 
archi obferves, that fome fo underftand it here 
and the whole is by fome rendered, is there any 
tafte or favour in the fpittle of a dream or drowft- 
nefs®; fuch as flows from a perfon afleep, or in a 
dream ; and fo may fitly exprefs the vain and empty 


words, as the Septuagint tranflate the phrafe, of 


Fob’s friends, in his efteem, which to him were no 
other than the words of fome idle and dreaming 
-perfon, or were like the dribble of a fool or mad- 


man, as David mimicked, 1 Sam, xxi. 13. and it 


is obferved*, that the word /pittle, is very emphati- 
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}too much eagernefs, importunity and paffion: and 
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contrary to it; itis itfelf a penal evil, the fanétion 
and curfe of the law; it is an enemy, and a 
very formidable one, the king of terrors; and 
tho’ a very formidable one, is defired by good 
men, from a principle of grace, and with right 
views, to be rid of fin, and to be with Chrift; 
yet it often is done by men in melancholy, fullen, 
and humorous fits, when they can’t have what 
they would, as in Rachel, Elijah, and Yonah, Gen. 
xxx. 1. 1 Kings xix. 4. Fonab,iv. 8, 9. and becaule 
of fore troubles and afflictions, which was the pre- 
fent cafe of Fob; though it mutt be faid that ir 
was not, as is frequently the cafe with wicked mer, 
thro’ the horrors of a guilty confcience, which he 
was free of; and he had faith, and hope of comfort 
in another world, and in fome degree he fubmicted 
to the will and pleafure of God; tho’ prefled,with 


it 
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apud Michael, "aN ut veniat, V. L. Pag- 


eh 


it may be obferved, that ob did not make re- 
“queft to men, to his fervants, or friends about 


him, to difpatch him, as Adimelech and Saul did ;, 


nor did he lay hands on himfelf, or attempt to 
do it, as Saul, Abitopbel, and Judas: the wretch- 
ed philofophy of the Stoicks was not known in 
¥ob’s time, which not only makes felf-murder law- 
ful, but commends it as an heroic action ; no, Fob 
makes his requeft to the God of his life, who had 
given it to him, and had maintained it hitherto, 
and who only had a right to difpofe of it; he afks 
it as a favour, he defires it as a gift, he had no- 
thing elfe tosafk, nothing was more, or fo defirable 
to him as death. 

¥. 9. Even that it would pleafe God to defiroy 
me, &c.] Not with an everlafting deftruction of 
body and foul; for deftruction from the almighty 
was a terror to him, ch. xxxis 23. but, with the 
deftru€tion of the body only; not with an annihi- 
lation of it, but with the diflolution of it, or of 
that union there was between his foul and body : 
the word * ufed fignifies to bruife and beat to pieces ; 
his meaning is, that his body, his houfe of clay in 
which he dwelt, might be crufhed to pieces, and 
beat to powder, and crumbled into duft; and per- 
haps he may have regard to his original, the duft 
of the earth, and his return to it, according to the 
divine threatening, Gem. ili. 19. a phrafe expreffive 
of death ; and fo Mr. Broughton renders it, to bring 
me to the duff, to the duft of death, Pf. xxii. 15. 
that he would let loofe his hand, and cut me off; he 
had let loofe his hand in fome degree already ; he 
had given his fubftance and his body into the hand 
of Satan; his own hand had touched him, but he 
had only gone fkin deep, as it were ; he had {mote 
him in his eftate, in his family, and in the out- 
ward parts of his body ; but now he defires that 
he would ftretch out his hand farther, and lift it 
up, and give a heavier ftroke, and pierce him 
more deeply ; ftrike through his heart and liver, 
and make an end of him, as Mr. Broughton tranf- 
lates the word, and difpatch him at once ; cut him 
off like the flower of the field by the fcythe, or 
like a tree cut down to its root by the ax, or cut 
off the thread of his life, J/ xxxvili. 12. 

y. 10. Then fhould I yet have comfort, &c.| Either 
before death, and in the midft of all his pains and 
forrows, being in view of it as near at hand, and 
fure and: certain ; could he but be affured of its 
near approach, he could exult in his afflictions ; it 
would be an alleviation of his trouble, that he 
fhould be foon out of it; and he would fit and 
fing upon the brink of eternity, and fay, O death 
where is thy fting? O grave where is thy victory ? his 
fufferings being juft at an end, and being comfor- 
tably perfuaded of a happy future ftate, and a glo- 
rious refurreétion, fee ch. xix. 25, 26, 27. or af- 
ter death, when deftroyed and cut off by it ; and 
he hereby fignifies, as if he expected no comfort 
on this fide death and the grave; that is, no tem- 
poral comfort, his comforts were gone, his fub- 
{tance, his’ children and health, and he had no 
hope of the reftoration of them, Eliphaz had fug- 
gefted ; but he believed, that though he now had 
his evil things, as Lazarus fince, yet after death 
fhould be comforted with the prefence of God, in 
which is fulnefs of joy; with the difcoveries of his 
love, as a broad river to fwim in; with a glory 
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that fhould be on him, and revealed in him, with, 
which the fufferings of this prefent time are not to 
be compared; and with the company of angels, 
and glorified faints, as well as be freed from all, 
bodily diforders and pains, and death itfelf, from 
all fin and forrow, from fatan’s temptations, divine * 
defertions, doubts, and fears : yea, 1 would harden 
myfelf in forrow, meaning either upon the firft 
news of death’s being near at hand, he would hardem 
himfelf againft all pains and pangs of death; whem 
thofe fhould befet him around, and he fhould find 
trouble and forrow through them, he, would not 
regard them, but moft chearfully and patiently 
bear them, and moft courageoufly go through them, 
not at all intimidated by them, or by death, and 
the moft terrible agonies of it : or hough 1 fhould 
be hot, burn, or be burnt in forrow or, pain®, as 
fome render it; or parched with pain, as Mr. Brough- 
ton, though I fhould be ftill more-and more in- 
flamed with thele burning ulcers upon me, or be 
dried up with a burning fever, or my body caft 
into a fire, and be fcorched and burnt in the fames 
of it, I. fhould not value it; I could bear the, 
moft excruciating pains, and fharpeft torments;, 
could I but be affured I fhould die.. Some obferve, 
that the word fignifies to /eap?; and fo the Sep- 
tuagint render it; and then the, fenfe isy that he 
fhould Jeap for joy, as men do, when they are, 
elevated at good news, or poffefs what is exceed- 
ing grateful to them, was it. certain,to him he, 
fhould die quickly ; and fo the Targum interprets it 
of exultation. The word in the Arabic language, 
as a good: judge * of it obferves, is ufed of the 
pranfing and pawing of a horfe, which makes the 
ground to fhake ;. he ftrikes with his foot, and 
which. as done. in the midft of a battle, mocking 
at fear, at the ratling quiver, and glittering {pear 
and fhield, is moft beautifully deferibed in Fob 
XXXixX. 2!-—-25, in like manner Yod. fuggefts, he 
fhould rejoice in the view of death, and mock at 
the fear of it: or this may refpeét the happinefs 
he fhould enjoy after death ; for in the Syriac and 
Arabic verfions, the words are rendred, and I fhail 
be perfected in virtue; and the word ufed has the 
fignification of folidity, confirmation, ftability and 
perfection ; and to this fenfe it is rendered by fome’, 
though to different purpofes; and after this fuffer- 
ing-ftate is over, the faints will be eftablifhed, fet- 
tled and perfected in all virtue, in knowledge, ho- 
linefs and happinefs : therefore Jet bim mot /pare ; 
laying on his blows thicker and heavier, till he has 
beat me to pieces, and utterly deftroyed me, a pe- 
tition the reverfe of David’s, Pf xxxix, 13. his 
defire is to have it done quickly and thoroughly, 
neither to fpare him any longer, nor abate in mea- 
fure, but ftrike him immediately, and that effec- 
tually, fo as to difpatch him at once: for 1 have 
not concealed the words of the holy ones that is, of 
God, as fome ‘fupply it, whofe name is holy, who 
is holy in his nature, and in all his works, and ‘is 
eminently glorious in the perfection of his holi- 
nefs ; for tho’ there are holy men and holy angels, 
there are none holy as the Lord: his words are 
the doétrines delivered out by him concerning 
Chrift the promifed feed, and falvation by him, 
which were fpoken of by the mouth of all the pro- 

phets from the beginning of the world, of which — 


| Job had knowledge, ch. xix. 25. fee Gen. iii. 15. 
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Ch. vi, 3. 11—14." 


Luke i. 70, 71. and the dutie§‘of religion enjoined 


men in thofe early times ; which Sephorno reters to 
the laws and commandments given to the fons of 
Here|for fuftaining any weight laid on it? ict is not 5 


Noah , of which fre the note on Gen. ix. 4. 
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a ftone pillar that will bear a prodigious weight ? 
no, it is not: or 7s my fle of bra/s? is it made 
of brafs? or is it like to brafs for hardnefs, ot 


every thing is included, both with refpeét to doc-|and therefore it can’t bear up under the ponde- 
trine and practice, then revealed unto the fons of|rous load of afflictions on it, but muft fink and 


men, all which ‘70d had a fpecial regard unto; he 
embraced, profeffed and practifed them; he did 
not hide them from himielf, or fhuc his eyes to 
the evidence of them, and‘{mother within him the 
light he had ;> nor did he conceal them from others, 
but communicated the knowledge of them among 
his neighbours, as far as he could reach ; he was 
not afhamed to profefs the true religion of God ; 
he held faft, and did ‘not deny the faith in the 
midft of a dark and heathenifh country ; and he 
aéted up to his profeffion and principles in his life 
and converfation: now having a teftimony of a 
good conf{cience within him, that he through the 
grace of God had acted a fincere and upright part 


fail ; it is but flefh and blood, and that flefh like 
grafs, weak and feeble ; and therefore death is 
better than life laden with fuch an infupportable 
burden. 

¥. 13. Is my help in me? &c.| Or my defence’, 
as fome ; is it not in my power to defend myfelf 
againft the calumnies and reproaches caft upon me? 
it is; and though I have no help in myfelf to bear 
my burdens, or extricate myfelf out of my diffi- 
culties, yet I have the teftimony of a good con- 
{cience within me, that fupports me; and I have 
the ftrength and force of reafon and argument on 
my fide, to defend me againtt all objectors : and is 
wifdom driven from me? either found doctrine, the 


in the affair of religion; and having knowledge of|/ew’, or rather the gofpel, the wifdom of God in a 


a living Redeemer, and faith in him, and in his 
juftifying righteoufnefs, he was not afraid of death, 

~ €ome when it would, and in whatfoever fhape ; and 
whereas his friends had fuggefted, that he was a 
hypocrite, and a wicked man, his confcience bore 
witnefs to the contrary; and to let them know 
they were miftaken in him, he fignifies he was not 
afraid to die, yea, he defired it; he cared not how 
foon he left the world, and appeared before God, 
the judge of all, fince the truth of grace was in 
him, and the righteoufnefs of Chrift upon him, 
and he had not through the courfe of his profef- 
fion of religion departed wickedly from his God, 
his truths and ordinances. Some " 
connexion with the firft claufe, putting the reft in 
a parenthefis ; this is yet my comfort, (though or 
when I am burned ov parched with pain, and be 
fpares not) that I have not concealed the words of the 
boly one. 

v.11. What is my ftrength that I foould hope ? 
&ey] For a perfect reftoration of health, fuggett- 
ed by Eliphaz, fince it was fo fadly weakened by 
the prefent affli€tion, which made death more de- 
firable than life lengthened out in fo much weak- 
nefs, pain and forrow ; or that I fhould bear™, fuch 
a weight and heavy load that lay upon him, and 
crufhed-him, and to which his ftrength was not 
equal; or continue and endure*: what is mine end, 
that I fhould prolong my life? what end can be an- 
fwered by living, or defiring a long life ?. his chil- 
dren were gone, and none left to take care of and 
provide for; his fubftance was taken away from him, 
fo that he had not to fupport himéelf, nor to be ufe- 
ful to others, to the poor; he had loft all power, 
authofity and influence among men, and could be 
no more ferviceable by his counfel and advice, and 
by the adminiftration of juftice and equity as a 
civil magiftrate; and as to religious matters, he 


myftery, revealed in the words of the Holy One 
before mentioned ; or wifdom in the hidden part, 
‘the fear of God which is wifdom, true grace in 
the heart, which when once implanted can never 
be driven out; or natural reafon and underftand- 
ing, of which he was not bereaved; for though 
his body was thus forely afflicted, he retained his 
reafoning and intellectual faculties. The words, 
in connection with the former, may be read, what 
if help is not with me, is wifdom alfo driven quite 
from me*? does it follow, becaufe I am not able 
to help myfelf out of this afflicted and diftrefled 
condition in. which I am, that I am deprived of 


read this in|my reafon? or be it that] am fuch a weak impo- 


tent creature, and even diftracted as you take me 
to be, fhould I not then rather be pitied than in- 
fulted : fo fome ° conneét the words following. 

Mw. 14. To him that is afflitied, pity thould be 
fhewed from his friend, &c.} An afflicted man is 
an object of pity, one that is afflicted of God ; 
either inwardly with a wounded fpirit, with a fenfe 
of God’s difpleafure, with divine defertions, with 
the arrows of the almighty fticking in him, the 
poifon thereof, drinking up his fpirits; or out- 
wardly with difeafes of body, with want of the 
neceflaries of life, with lofs of near relations, as 
well as fubftance, which was 7od’s cafe; or afflic- 
ted by Satan, fhot at, fifted and buffeted by him, 
diftreffed by his temptations, fuggeftions and folici- 
tations ; or afflicted by men, reproached and per- 
fecuted for righteoufnets-fake : in all fuch cafes and 
circumftances, pity fhould be fhewed ; which is an 
inward affection of the mind, a fympathy of fpirit, 
a fenfible feeling of the afflictions of others ; and 
which. is expreffed by geftures, motions and ac- 
tions, as by vifiting them in their affliction, fpeak- 
ing comfortably to them, and relieving their ne- 
ceffities according to ability, and as the cafe re- 


was reckoned an hypocrite and a wicked man by his|quires: and this may be expected from a friend, 


friends, and had lo{t his chara¢ter and intereft as 


and what the law of friendfhip requires, whether it 


a good man; and fo for him to live could anfwer no} be in a natural and civil fenfe, or in a religious and 
valuable end, and therefore he defires to die 5 for|fpiritual one ; the union between friends being fo 


what is here, and in the two following verfes, faid, 
contain reafons of his above requeft. 

¥. 12. Is my firength the frength of flones ? &c.] 
Is it like fuch efpecially which are foundation 
and corner-ftones that fupport a building ? or like 
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near and clofe, that they are as it were one {oul, 
as David and Fonathan were; and as the people of 
God, members of the fame body are, fo that if 
one fuffers, all the reft do, or fhould fuffer and 
fympathize with it: and though this duty is not 

always 
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always performed, at leaft as it fhouild be by natu-{him, and grieved him, and were miferable com= 
ral and fpiritual friends, yet this grace is always|forters of him and this he illuftrates by the fimile- 
fhewn by God, our beft of friends, who pities his|of a brook, which he enlarges upon in the follow- 
children; and by Chrift, who is a friend that loves|ing verfes: thefe friends and brethren of his he » 
at all times ; a brother born for adverfity, and thatjcompares to a érock, not that'was fed by a {pring 
{ticks clofer than any brother, and cannot but be} which continues,’ but filled with falls of water and 
touched with the feeling of the infirmities of his| melting fnows from the hills, with which it is fwel- 
friends : the words may be rendered, o him that|led, and looks like a large. river for a while, but 
is melted* ; afflictions are like a furnace or fining-| when thefe fail, it is foon gone; hereby reprefent- 
pot for the melting of metals, and are called the|ing his friends in his ftate of profperity, who 
furnace of affiigtions ; and faints are the metal, |looked\big, and promifed long and lafting friend- 
which are put into it; and afflictions alfo are the|fhip, but proved in a time ot adverfity unfaithful 
fire, or fiery trials, which heat and melt, and by |and deceitful ; and fo it denotes the ficklenefs and 
which means the drofs of fin and corruption is re-|inconftancy of their friendfhip: awd as the fiream 
moved, and the graces of the fpirit are tried and|of brooks they pafs away ; or pas by*, as a ftream 
made the brighter; though here it rather fignifies|of water, fed by many brooks, or flows of water 
the melting of the heart like wax or water thro’ |like unto many brooks, which run with great ra- 
the afflition ; and denotes the anguith and diftrefs, | pidity and force, and are quickly gone and feen 
the trembling and fears a perfon is in through it,jno more; thus his friends as fuch pafled by him, 
being overwhelmed and borne down by it, which}and were of no ufe to him any more than the prieit 
was ‘fod’s cafe : or he that melts pity, or whofe pity|and Levite were to the man that fell among thieves, 
melts, or melts in pity to bis friend, he forfakes *, &c. | Luke x. 30, 31, 32+ : 
that is, he that fails in pity, is deftitute of com-| y.16. Which are blackifh by reafon of the ice, 
paffion, and fhuts up the bowels of it to his friend |&c.] When frozen over they look of a blackifh 
in diftrefs, has not the fear of God before his eyes ;}colour, and is what is called.a black froft; and 
and this fenfe makes Fob himfelf to be the friend|thefe either defcribe ‘ob and his domefticks, as 
in affliction, and £liphaz, and thofe with him, the|fome * think, whom £/pbaz and_his.two friends 
perfons that are deficient in their mercy, pity and|compared to the above ftreams of water, pafied 
compaffion: Some render the words*, should re-|away from, or paffed by and neglected, and fhew- 
proach be calt on him that is afflicted, as that he for-\ed no friendthip to; who were in black, in mourns 
fakes the fear of the Almighty? the word for pity is|ful and rueful circumftances, through the fevere 
fo ufed in Prov. xiv. 34. and the reproach on ¥ob| hand of God upon them; the word is rendered, 
was, that he had caft off the fear of God, ch. iv.| thofe which mourn, ch. v. 11. or rather the friends 
6. and xv. 4. this grieved him moft of all, and|of Yo compared to foul and troubled waters frozen 
added to his affliction, and of which he complains, |over,, which cannot be fo well difcerned, or which 
as very cruel ulage ; and very cutting it was, that} were black through being frozen ; and which de- 
he fhould be reckoned a man deftitute of the fear|{cribes the inward frame of their minds, the foul- 
of God, and that becaufe he was afflitted by him ;|nefs of their fpirits, the. blacknefs of their hearts, 
though rather the following words, dut be forfak-\though they outwardly appeared otherwile, as fol- 
eth. the fear of the Almighty, are a charge upon his}lows : and wherein the {now is hid, or on whom the 
friend Eiiphaz for not fhewing pity to him in his|/zow falling, and lying on heaps, Aides*, or covers ; 
affliction, which was tacitly forfaking the fear of| fo Fob’s friends, according to this account, be 
God. od here recriminates and retorts the charge/though black within as a black froft, yet white 
of want of the fear of God on Elipbaz himfelf; for| without as fnow ; they appeared in their looks and 
to fhew mercy to an afflicted friend is a religious|words at firft as candid, kind and generous, but 
act, a part of pure and undefiled religion, a branch| proved the reverfe. 
of the fear of God ; and he that neglects it, is foj y¥.17. What time they wax warm they vanifb, 
far wanting in it, and aéts contrary to his profef-|8c.]° The ice and the fnow, which when the wea- 
fion of God, of fear of him, and love to him,|ther becomes warm, they melt away and difappear ; 
fee Fames.i. 26. 1 Fobn iii. 17. or otberwife be for-|and in like manner he fuggefts, his friends ceafed 
fakes, &c.' to be friends to him in a time of adverfity; the 
¥.15. My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a\fun of affliction having looked upon him, they 
brook, &c.} Meaning his three friends perfonated|deferted him, at leaft did not adminifter comfort 
by Eliphaz, who were of the fame fentiments with}to him : whem it is bot they are confiumed out of their 
him, and behaved towards ob as he did: thefe|p/ace; when it is hot weather, and the. fun has 
were his brethren, not by birth, by blood; nor by|great ftrength, then the waters which fwelled thro’ 
country, but by the proteffion of the fame religion|the floods and fall of rain and fnow, and which 
of the one true and living God, in oppofition to}when frozen looked black and big, as if they had 
the idolatrous people among whom: they dwelt;}great depth: in them, were quickly dried up, and 
and this their relation to him is an aggravation of|no more to be feen in the place where they were ;" - 
their perfidy and. treachery, unfaithfulnefs and de-} which ftill expreffes the fhort duration of friend- 
ceit, by which is meant their baulking and difap-|fhip among men, which od had a forrowful expe- 
pointing him in his expeétations ; when they came] rience of. vad goalies 
to vifit him as friends, he might reafonably expect] y. 18. The paths of their way are turned afide, 
they came to condole and fympathize with him, and|&c.] That is, the waters when melted by the heat 
comfort him but inftead of this, they reproached |of the fun, and the warmth of the weather, run 
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Ch, vi ¥. 19-24. oy ae) 3B: 227 
‘fome one way, and fomeanother, in little ftreamsand)jcompany ; of however fhould they patronize’and 
windings, till they are quite loft, and the tracks of} defend him ; and afraid alfo of being too near him, 
them are no more to be feen ; denoting that all appear-|lef{t his breath, and the fmell of him fhould be in- 


ance of friendfhip was quite gone, and no traces 
of it to be found > they go to nothing, and peri/h, 
fome of them are loft in littke meanders and wind- 
ings about, and others are exhaled by the heat of 
the fun, and go into Zohu, as the word is, into 
empty air; fo vain, and.empty, and _perifhing 
were all the comforts he hoped for from his friends ; 
though fome underftand this of the paths of tra- 
vellers.in the defarts, being covered. in the fand, and 
not to be deen and found; of which fee Pliny”. 
yt. 19. The troops of Tema looked, &c.] A, city 
in Arabia, fo called from Tema a fon of. bmael, 
Gen. xxv. 15. thefe troops or companies were tra- 
velling ones, either that travelled to Tema, or that 
went from thence to other places for merchandife, 
fee I/, xxi. 13, 14. thefe as they paffed along in 
their caravans, as the. Turks their fucceffors now 
do, looked at thofe places, where in the winter- 
time they obferved large waters frozen over, and 
covered with {now, and expected to have been fup- 
plied from thence in the fummer-feafon, for the 
extinguifhing of their thirft : the companies-of Sheba 
waited for them; another people in Arabia, which 
went in companies through the defarts, where be- 
ing in great want of water for their refrefhment, 
waited patiently till they came to thofe places, where 
they hoped to find water to relieve them, which 
they had before marked in the winter-time. 


fectious, and they fhould catch a diftemper from 
him; or left he fhould be expenfive and trou- 
blefome to them.' 

w. 22. Did I fay, bring unto me, &c.] . Or, give 
unto me®; did U invite you to come to me, and 
bring in your hands prefents for me, to fupport me 
under my neceffitous circumftances ? or give a re- 
ward for me of your fubjtance ? did I ever afk any 
thing of you ? if I-had, it would have been but 
your duty to have given freely to me in my deplo- 


rable circumftances ; and it might have been ex- 


pected you would have given without afking, fee- 
ing my neceffities fo great : or did I defire you to 
communicate out of the great wealth and: abun- 
dant riches you are poffeffed of to others on my be-_ 
half, to. plead my caufeamong men, and to geta 
favourable fentence upon me, that 1 might not be 
traduced as a wicked man by cenforious tongues ? 
had I ever been troublefome to you in any refpect, 
you might have been provoked to ufe me ill; but 
fince nothing of this kind has ever been requefted 
of you, you might have foreborne ill language and 
hard words ; which .are often given to beggars ; 
for when a man is fallen into decay, and becomes 
troublefome by his importunity, twenty things are 
raked up by his friends-againft his character ; as 
that he has been lazy and indolent, or lavifh and 
extravagant, &c. to fave their money, and excufe 


y¥. 20. And they were confounded becaufe they bad\them from acts of charity ; but this was not the 


hoped, &c.] When they came to the places, where 
they hoped to find water, finding none were afhamed 
of their vain hope, and reflected upon themfelves 
for being fo foolifh as to raife their expectations 
upon fuch a groundlefs furmize : they came thither, 
and were afpamed ; which is the fame thing ex- 
prefled in different words ; and aptly enough de- 
{cribes Fod’s difappointment in not meeting with 
that relief and comfort he expected from his friends, 
to’ whom he makes application of all this in the fol- 
ing words. 

v.21, For now-ye are nothing, &c.| Once they 
feemed to be fomething to him; he thought them 
men wife, good, and religious, kind, bountiful, 
and tender-hearted ; but now he found them other- 
wife, they were nothing to him as friends or as 
comforters in his diftrefs ; the Ceid, or fcripture, is 
as we read, and is followed by many ; but the 
marginal reading is, mow ye are to it* , that is, ye 
are like to it, the brook whofe waters he had been 
defcribing 5 fo Farchi interprets it ; Mr. Broughton 
very agreeably takes in both, /o now ye are become 
like that, even nothing , as that deceitful brook is 
no more, nor of any ufe to travellers, fainting 
through thirft ; fo ye are like that, of no ufe and 
advantage to me in my affliction : ye fee my cafting 
down, trom a {tate of profperity to a ftate of ad- 
verfity ; from the pinnacle of honour, from being 


cafe here. 

¥. 23. Or deliver me from the enemies hand ? 8cc.] 
Or, out of the hand of ftraitne/s*; out of tribula- 
tion and difficulties with which he was preffed on 
every fide: or redeem me from the band of the mighty , 
fetch back his cattle out of the hands of the Sa- 
beans and, Chaldeans, either by force of arms, as 
Abrabam brought back Lot, and all his goods, 
when taken and carried away by the fourkings, or 
by giving a ranfom-price for them. Fob had afk- 
ed no fuch favour of.them; he had not troubled 
them with any fuch fuits, and therefore they had no 
reafon to ufe him in the manner they did, as he ap- 
prehended ; it would be foon enough to flout and 
fling at him, when he applied to them for any re- 
lief. 

¥. 24. Teach me, and I will hold my tongue, 
&c.] Fob having made his defence, and. which he 
thought a fufficient one to acquit him of the charge 
againft him; yet to fhew that he was not ftubborn 
and inflexible, but was open to conviction, and 
ready to attend and hearken to what might be fur- 
ther faid, defires to be taught and inftruéted in the 
way of his duty ; fuggefting that upon being con- 
vinced of his miftakes, he fhould ingenuoufly ac- 
knowledge them : good men are defirous of being 
taught both of God and men ; they are not above 
inftruction, or think themfelves-wifer than their 


the greateft man in the eaft, a civil magiftrate, andj teachers; they are willing to receive knowledge, not 
the head of a flourifhing family, to the loweft de-|only from ‘their fuperiors, but from their equals, 
gree of difgrace and difhonour ; from wealth andjand even from thofe that are inferior to them, as 
riches to wantand poverty ; as well as faw the inward] 70d from his friends, though they had been unkind 
dejection of his mind, through the poifoned arrows|to him, and bore very hard upon him; and he 
of the Almighty within him : and ye are afraid ;|promifes that whilft they were {peaking he would 
of the righteous: judgments of God, taking thefe| be filent, and not noify, and clamorous, nor interrupt 
calamities ‘to be fuch, and fearing the fame or the|nor contradict them ; but would patiently and at- 
like fhould fall on them, fhould they keep him 'tentively liften to what they faid, and ferioufly one 

ider 
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fidet it, and weigh it well in his mind; and fhould, have fo very wonderful an influence on the lives and 
he be convinced thereby, would no longer continue] converfations of thofe to whom they come, not in 
his complaints unto God, nor murmur at his provi-|word only, but in power and in the Holy Ghoft, 
dences ; and would ceafe reflecting on them hisjas to teach them to deny all fin and ungodlinefs, 
friends, and no more charge them with deceit, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly : or, 
perfidy, and unkindnefs ; and by his filence would how forcible are the words of an upright man*! that - 
acknowledge his guilt, and not pertinacioufly ftand}is  fincere, impartial, and faithful; which ob 
in an evil matter, but lay his hand on his mouth ;/fuggefts his friends were not: fome think Jed has 
hold his tongue, as our Englifh phrafe is, a Gre-|refpect to his own words, and render «the claufe, 
cifm*, that is, be filent, as in Hebrew; and even|what bardnefs, or barfone/s, have right avords*4 
take fhame to himfelf, and in this way confefs his}fuch as he believed his own were, and in which there 
iniquity, and do fo no more: and caufe me to un-|were nothing hard and harfh, fharp and fevere, or 
derfiand wherein I have erred, not that he allowed] which might give juft offence; fuch as his-curfing 
that he was in an error; for all that he fays, both|the day in which he was born, or charging his ~ 
before and after, fhews that he thought himfelf free|friends. with treachery and deceit: but rather, he 
from any; only, thac whereas there was a poffi-|cacitly reflects upon the words and arguments of his 
bility that he might be in one, he fhould be glad/friends ; intimating, that though there is force and 
to have it pointed out; for he would not willingly|{trength in right words, theirs were neither right 
and obftinately continue therein: error is common|nor forcible, but partial and unjuft, and weak and 
to human nature ; the beft of men are liable tojimpotent ; which had no ftrength of reafoning in 
miftakes ; and thofe are fo frequent and numerous,|them, nor carried any conviction with them, as fol- 
that many of them efcape notice ; who can under-|lows : but what dob your arguing reprove? their. 
ftand bis errors? Pf. xix. 12. wherefore wife andjarguments they had ufed with him had no ftrength 
good men will efteem it a favour to have theirlin them; they were of no avail; they did not re- 
errors difcovered to them, and their miftakes re¢ti-]prove or convince of any evil he had been guilty 
fied ; and it becomes men of capacity and ability to|of, or any miftake he had made’; they were weak, 
take fome pains to do this, fincé he that converts|impertinent, and ufelefs, and fell with no weight 
one that has erred, whether in principle or practice,]upon him, nor wrought any conviction in him. 
faves afoul from death, and covers a multitude of| y. 26. Do ye imagine to reprove words, &c.) Or 
fins 5 Yames, v. 19, 20. Fob is defirous, that if he} with words; with bare words, without any force 
had imbibed or uttered any error in principle, any|of reafoning and argument in them? put-a ‘parcel 
thing unbecoming the Divine Being, contrary tojof words together without any fenfe or meaning, 
his perfections, or to the holy religion which he}or however without any cogency in them, and 
profeffed ; or was guilty of any in practice, in his|think to ran me down with them? or is your feheme 
conduct and behaviour, efpecially under the prefent}and device only, and which you purfue, to catch 
providence, that it might be clearly made out untojat and lay hold on fome words of mine uttered in 
him, and he fhould at once frankly and freely own| my diftrefs, and make me an offender for a word, 
it, retract, and relinquifh it. or for a few words, fuppofing they have been ‘rafhly 
¥. 25. How forcible are right words! &c:| Thatland paffionately fpoken? have ye no faéts'to charge 
are according to right reafon ; fuch as may be called] me with, before or fince thefe calamities befel me? 
{trong reafons, or boney arguments, as in J/..xli.Jis the charge of hypocrify and want of the fear of 
21. there are ftreneth and weight in fuch words,|God to be fupported by producing fome hafty ex- 
reafonings, and arguments; they bring evidence|preffions, without pointing at one fingle action in 
and conviction with them, and are very powerful|my li'e and converfation? and the fpeeches of one 
to perfuade the mind to an affent unto them, and| shat is de/perate, which are as wind ; that is, do ye 
have great influence to engage to a profeffion orjimagine to\reprove them? or, are your thoughts 
practice of what they are ufed for; fuch are more}wholly and folely intent on them? are thefe only 
efpecially the words of God, the fcriptures of truth,|the ftrong reafons you have to produce to fix the 
the doétrines of the gofpel ; thefe are right words,|fin of hypocrify upon me? for by him that is 
fee Prov. viii. 6, 8, 9. they are not contrary to|de/perate he means himfelf; not that he defpaired 
right reafon, although above it ; and are agreeable}of his everlafting falvation; he was far from de- 
to fanctified reafon, and received by it; they are|fpair; he was a ftrong believer, and determined, 
according to the perfeétions of God, even his|that though he was flain, he would truft in the 
righteoufnefs and holinefs, and according to the|Lord; he was well affured he fhould be juftified, 
law of God, and in no wife repugnant to it, which}both here and hereafter ; and full well knew that 
is the rule of righteoufnefs ; and they are doétrines}his Redeemer lived, and that though he died, he 
according to godlinefs, and are far from encou-|fhould rife again and be happy in the vifion of Ged 
raging licentioufnefs ; and they are all ftrictly true,|for ever: but he defpaired of a reftoration to out- 
and muft be right: and there is a force and|ward happinefs, which £/iphez had fuggefted, thould 
{trength in thofe words; they come with weight,|he behave well ; but alas, his condition was forlorn — 
efpecially when they come in demonftration of the]and miferable, and there was no hope with him of 
{pirit and power of God ; they are mighty through] being better ; his children were dead, his fubftance 
God, for the pulling down the ftrong holds of fin,}in the hands of robbers, his health fo extremely bad 
Satan, and felf, and for the bringing of men to}that he had no expectation of a recovery to his for- 
the obedience of Chrift; to the quickening dead|mer ftate; and therefore it was very unkind and 
finners, enlightening dark minds, foftening hard|ungenerous to lay hold upon and aggravate the ~~ 
hearts s renewing, changing, and transforming men|fpeeches of fuch an one, and improve them againft ; 
Into’ quite another temper and difpofition of mind|him; and efpecially as they were only for refr 
they formerly had ; for the comforting and relie-|ment*, as fome chufe to render the words, fee ch.’ 
ving fouls in diftrefs, and faints under affli€tion ; and|xxxii. 20. they were uttered to Bive vent to his " 
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Ch.vi ¥.297—30. DB. 2.29 
forrow and grief, and not with any ill defign againft before your faces®,; fhould I atternpt to deceive*you 
God or men; or the fenfe of the whole is, that) by telling you a parcel: of lies, you would foon 
they imagined that their words were right and fit] difcern the falfhood in my countenance ; you would 
to reprove with, and that there were force and} eafily find it out in my words, which would iffue in 
{trength in them, and hada tendency to work con-| my fhame and confufion; I-could not expect to 
vidtion and bring to confeffion; btit as for the| go undetected by men of fuch fagacity and pene- 
words of Job they treated them as wind; as idle,| tration, but I am not afraid of the mott diligent 
vain, and empty, and ufelefs and fruitlefs as the|fcrutiny that can be made into. my words and 
wind! actions, 

y. 27. Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherlefs, &c.]| y.29. Return, I pray you, &c.] From the ill 
Meaning himfelf ; who was like’ a fatherlefs child,| opinion you have of me, and from your hard cen- 
ftripped of all his mercies, of his children, his fub-|fures, and entertain other fentiments concerning 
ftance, and his health ; and was in a moft mifer-]me: or it may be, upon thefe words of Fob his 
able, helplefs, and forlorn condition ; and more-|friends might be rifing up as ufual to take their 
over, deprived of the gracious ptefence and vifible}leave of him, and break off converfation with him; 
protection of his heavenly father, being given up|and therefore he intreats they would return to their 
for a while into the hands of Satan; and now it|feats and refume the debate, and give a friendly 
was unkind and barbarous to overwhelm fuch aj hearing of his cafe: Jet it not be iniquity; either let 
man, who was overwhelmed with overmuch ‘orrow|it not be reckoned an iniquity to return and go on 
already: or, ye canfe to fall upon the fatherle/s;|hearing his cafe; or he intreats that they would 
either their wrath and anger, as the Zargum and|take care not to fin in their anger and refentment ° 
many others“, inftead of doing him juftice ; or a}againft him, nor goon to charge him with iniquity: 
wall, or any fuch thing, to crufh him, as dden|or it may be rendered, there is no iniquity"; that is, 
Ezra; or a lot, as Simeon Bar Tzemach ; fee Foel\it fhould be found that there was no fuch iniquity 
iii. 3. or rather a net, or a fnare to entrap him in,Jin him as he was charged with; not that he was 
feeking to entangle him in talk, fo Mr. Brough-|free from all fin, which no man is, but from that 
ton, which agrees with what follows: and ye dig a| which his friends judged he was guilty of, hypo-. - 
pit for your friend contrive mifchief againft him ;|crify: yea, return again ; he moft earneftly impor- 
fought to bring him to ruin; and which is aggra-jtunes them to return and patiently hear him out: 
vated by his having been their old friend, with|my rightcou/ne/s is in it; in the whole of this affair 
whom they lived in ftrit friendfhip, and had pro-|before them, and which was the matter of contro- 
feffed much unto, and ftill pretended to have re-|verfy between them ; meaning, not his juttifying 
{pest for; the allufion is to digging of pits for the|righteoufnels before God, but the righteoufnefs of 
catching of wild beafts: fome render it, ye fea/t}his caufe before men; he doubted not but, when 
upon your friend®; fo the word is ufed in 2 Kings, things were thoroughly fearched into, that his 
vi. 23. Fod xii. 6, this fenfe is taken notice of by|righteoufnefs would be as clear as the light, and his 
Aben Ezra and Bar Tzemach, and then the mean-| judgment as the noon-day; that he fhould appear 
ing is, you rejoice at the mifery of your friend ;}to be a righteous man, and his caufe a juft one ; 

ou mock him and that, and infult him in his|and fhould ftand acquitted and free from all charges 
diftrefs, with which the Septuagint verfion agrees ;|and imputations. 
which was cruel ufage. ¥. 30, Is there iniquity in my tongue? &c.] 

y. 28. Now therefore be content, &c.] Or, may| Meaning in his words; either thofe which he ut- 
it now please you’; ‘fob addreffes them in a refpect-|tered when he curfed the day on which he was 
ful manner, and intreats them they would be fo|born, or in charging his friends with unkindnefs 
kind as to look favourably on him, and entertain|and falfhood ; otherwife the tongue’is a world of 
better thoughts of him; and give a frefh and friendly] iniquity, and the beft of men are apt to offend both 
hearing of his cafe, when he doubted not he fhould| God and men in word : cannot my tafte difcern perverfe 
be acquitted by them of the charge of iniquity, and| ¢hings 2. which is to be underftood not of his natural 
that his caufe would appear to be a righteous one :} tafte, which very probably thro’ his difeafe might be 
look upon me, upon my countenance ; and fee if|greatly vitiated, and incapable of relifhing his food 
you can find any traces of fear and falfhood, of dif-|as in time of health, and of diftinguifhing good 
honefty and hypocrify, of fhame and blufhing ; and] from bad ; but of his intelleétual tafte, or of his 
obferve if there is not all the appearance of an ho-}fenfe and reafon, his rational and {piritual tafte ; 
neft mind, of a good confcience within, that has|he had his fenfes exercifed to difcern good and evil ; 
nothing to fear from the ftricteft examination ; orjhe could diftinguifh between right and wrong that 
look upon my body, covered all over with boils|was faid or done, either by himfelf or others ; he 
and ulcers, and fee if there is not occafion for thofe}had the ufe of his rational powers and faculties, and 
expreffions of grief, and thofe heavy complaints|therefore not to be treated as a mad or diftracted 
that I have made; or rather, look upon me with}man, but as one capable of carrying on a- conver- 
an eye of pity and compaffion, with affection, fa-|fation, of opening his true cafe, and defending 
vour, and benevolence, and not bear fo hard uponjhimfelf; fee ch. xii. 11. 
me: for it is evident unto you, if I lie; or, it is 
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N this chapter 70d goes on to defend himfelf injand there was for Fob’s, of which he was well af- 
| an addrefs to God ; as that he had reafon to}fured ; and, by all appearance of things, and by 
complain of his extraordinary afflictions, and wifh|the fymptoms upon, him, this time was near at 
for death ; by obferving the common cafe of man- hand ; therefore it fhould not be thought aaa. 
kind, which he illuftrates by that of an hireling, minal thing in-him, confidering his extraordinary 
y. 1. and juftifies his eager defire of death by thefafflictions, and which were intolerable, that he 


jervant and hireling ; the one earneftly defiring the|fhould fo earneftly wifh the time was come; though. 


fhadow, and the other the reward of his work, y. jin his more ferious thoughts he determined to wait 
2. by reprefenting his prefent ftate as exceeding de-|for it: fome render the words, is there wota war- 
plorable, even worfe than that of the fervant and|fare for men on earth“? the word being fo rendered 
hireling, fince they had reft at night, when,he had elfewhere, particularly in J/ xl. 2. every man’s 


none, and were free from pain, whereas he was not, ftate on earth is a ftate of warfare; this is fre- 


y. 3—5. by taking notice of the fwiftnefs and}quently faid by the Stoic philofophers'; even fo is 
fhortnefs of his days, in which he had no hope of|that of natural and unregenerate men, who are 
enjoying any good, y. 6, 7. and fo thoughtjoften engaged in war with one another, which arife 
his cafe hard; and the rather, fince after death he]from the lufts which war in their members; and 
could enjoy no temporal good: and therefore, tojefpecially with the people of God, the feed of the wo- 
be deprived of it whilft living gave him juft reafon 
of complaint, ¥. 8—1r. and then he expoftulates 
with God for feting fuch a ftri€t watch upon him, 
giving him no eafe night nor day, but terrifying 
him with dreams and vifions, which made life dif- 
agreeable to him, and death more eligible than that, 
y¥. 12—16. and reprefents man as unworthy of the 


there has been an enmity from the beginning; and 
with themfelves, with the troubles of life, difeafes 
of body, and various afflictions they haye to 
conflict and grapple with: and more efpecially the 
life of good men here is a ftate of warfare, not only 
of the minifters of the word, or perfons in public 
divine regard, and below his notice to beltow fa-|office, but of private believers ; who are good fol- 
vours on him, or to chaftife him for doing amifs,}diers of Chrift, enter volunteers into his fervice, 
y.17, 18. and admitting that he himfelf had finned,|fight under his banners, and quit themfelyes like 
yet he fhould forgive his iniquity, and not bear fo)men; thefe have many enemies to combat with ; 


‘ 


man, between whom and the feed of the ferpent. 


» eo 


hard upon him, and follow him with one affli€tion|fome within, the corruptions of their héarts, which ' 


after another without intermiffion, and make him|war againft the fpirit and law of their minds, which 
the butt of his arrows ; but fhould fpare him and) form a company of two armies. in them, militating 
let him alone, or however take him out of the againft each other ; and others without, as Satanand 
world 19—21. his principalities and powers, the men of the world, 
falfe teachers, and the like: and thefe-are properly 
y. 1. Is there not an appointed time to man uponjaccoutred for fuch fervice, having the whole ar- 
carth?| There is a fet time for his coming into|mour of God provided’ for them ; and. have great 
the world, for his continuance in it, and for his}encouragement to behave manfully, fince they may 
going out of it; this is tovman om earth, with re-|be fure of victory, and of having the crown of 
{pect to his being and abode here, not in the other|righteoufnefs, when they have fought the good fight 
world or future ftate: not in heaven; there is no|of faith ; even tho’ they are but frail, feeble, mor- 
certain limited time for man there, but an eternity ;|tal, finful men, but flefh and blood, and fo not of 
the life he will enter into is everlafting ; the habi-|themfelves a match for their enemies ; but they are 
tation, manfion, and houfe he will dwell in, are|more than fo thro’ the Lord being on their fide, 
eternal ; faints will be for ever with Chrift, in whofe] Chrift being the captain of their falvation, and the 
prefence are pleafures for evermore : nor in hell ;|Spirit of God being in them greater than he that is 
the punifhment there will be eternal, the fire willjin the world ; and befides, it is only on earth this 
be unquenchable and everlafting, the fmoke of the| warfare is, and will foon be accomplifhed, the laft 
torments of the damned will afcend for ever andjenemy being death that fhall be deftroyed : now 
ever ; but men’s days and time on earth are but as|this being the common cafe of man, to be a : 
a fhadow, and foon gone; they are of the, earth,}with enemies, and always at war with them, if be- 


earthly, and return unto it at a fixed appointed]fides this, uncommon afflictions befal him, as was 


time, the bounds of which cannot be paffed over :}70bs cafe, this muft make life burdenfome, and 
this is true of mankind in general, and of Yod in}death, which is a deliverance from them, defire-, 
particular; fee ch. xiv. 1,5, 14. Eccd. tii, 1, 2.Jable; this is his argument: fome chufe. to. render 
the word Enofh', here ufed, fignifies, as is com-|the words, is there not a fervile condition for mem om 
monly obferved, a frail, feeble, mortal man; Mr.jearth™? the word being ufed of the miniftry : 

Broughton renders it forrowful man; as every man|fervice of the Levites, Mead. iV: 35 45 all 
more or lefs is; even a man of forrows, and ac-!creation are or ought to be the fervants 
quainted with griefs, is attended with them, has an} good men are fo by the grace of God, and wi 

experience of them : this.isthe common lot of'man-|lingly and «chearfully férve ‘him ; and t sae 

kind ; and if any thing more than ordinary is in-|great work of falvation ‘is wrought. out» by. Chritt 
flicted upon’ them, they are not able to bear it ;|for them, and the work. of grace isw 
and thefe forrows death at the appointed. time puts| Spirit of Chrift in them, yet they have work to do 
ar end to, which makes it defirable: now, feeing|in their day and generation in the world, in their 


there is a fet time for every man’s life on earth,|families, and in the houfe of God; and whic 
: * - 


rnouc * 


i van mortali, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; mifero & zrimnofo homini, Michaelis. kK MOY militi - ho, ae 
nus, Tigurineverfion, Schultens ;.fo V. Lk. Targum. | Vid, Gataker. Annotat. in M. Antodin. Reine ; uz) 


™ Conditio fervilis, Schmidt. 
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‘though weak and feeble in themfelves, they are 
capable of doing, through Chrift, his fpirit, power, 
and grace : and this is only on earth; in the grave 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge ; 
when the night of death comes, no man can work ; 
his fervice, efpecially his toilfome fervice, is at an 
end; and as it is natural for fervants to wifh for 
the night, when their labours end, 70d thought it 
not unlawful in him to wifh for death, which 
would put an end to his toils and labours, and when 
he fhould have reft from them: are not bis days 
alfo like the days of an bireling ? the time for which 
a fervant is hired, whether it be for a day or for a 
year, or more, it is a fet times it is fixed, fettled, 
and determined in the agreement, and fo are the 
days of man’s life on earth; and the days of an 
hireling are few at moft, the time for which he is 
hired is but fhort; and fuch are the days of men 


"2 OB 


¢ = «& 
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and allured by gracious prorhifes and divine encou- 
ragements to labour in the Lord’s vineyard, and 
may expect their reward ; fee Matt. xx. 1, 2, 8. 
¥. 3. Soam I made to poffefs months of vanity, 
8c. This is not a reddition or application of the 
above fimilies of the fervant and hireling ; for that 
is to be underftood, and to be fupplied at the erid 
of the preceding verfe ; that as thofe looked for the 
fhadow and payment of hire, fo Fob looked for, and 
earneftly defired death, or to be removed out of the 
world; befides, the things here inftanced in don’t 
anfwer; for Fob, inftead of having the refrefhing 
fhadow had months of vanity, and inftead of reft 
from his labours had nothing but wearifome nights, 
and continual toffings to and fro; whereas the fléep 
of a labouring man is fweet to him; and havin 
laboured hard all day, the night is a time of reff 
to him; but fo it was not with Job; wherefore this 


in this world, they are but few indeed; fee ch. x. fo refers to the common ftate and condition of 


5, 20. and xiv. 1. and as the days of an hireling 
are days of toil and labour and forrow, fo are the 
days of men, evil as well as few; his few days are 
full of trouble, Gex. xlvii. g. Fob xiv. 1. all this 
and what follows is fpoken to God, and not to 
his friends, as appears from ¥. 7, 8, 14, 17—21. 
y¥.2. 4s a fervant earneftly defireth the fbadow, 
&c,] - Either the fhadow of fome great rock, tree, 
or hedge, or any “fhady place to fhelter him from 
the heat of the fun in the middle of the day, which 
in thofe eaftern countries is hot and fcorching ; and 
very burdenfome and fatiguing it is for fervants and 
Jabourers to work in fields and vineyards, or in 
keeping herds and flocks in fuch countries, and at 
fuch a time of the day ; to which the allufion is in 
Cant. i. 7. If-xxv. 4. and xxxii. 2. Matt, xx, 12. 
Wherefore they gape for, or pant after fome fhady 
place for refrefhment, as the word” uled fignifies ; 
or for the fhadow of the evening, or the fun-fetting, 
when the longeft fhadow is caft, ‘er. vi. 4. and 
when the work of a fervant is ended, and he retires 
to his houfe for refrefhment and reft: and fince 
now fuch a fhadow in either fenfe is defireable, and 
not unlawful to wifh for, Fob fuggefts it ought not 
to be charged as a crime in him, that he fhould 
importunately defire to be in the fhadow of death, 
or in the grave, where the weary are at reft ; or to 
have the night come on him, when he fhould ceafe 
from all his toil and labour, forrows and pains: 
and as an bireling looketh for the reward of bis work; 
or for bis work®; either for new work; what was 
fet him being done, or rather for the finifhing of it, 
that he might have reft from it; or for the reward, 
the hire due to him upon its being done; fo Fod 
intimates he defired death with the fame view, that 
he might ceafe from his works, which fhould fol- 


mankind, in which od was, with an addition of 
extraordinary afflictions upon him : the time of his 
afflictions, tho’ but fhort, feemed long,and thereforeis 
exprefied by months ; and fome months might have 
pafled from the time his calamities began to the 
prefent; fince it muft be fome timé before his friends 
heatd of them, and more ftill before they could 
meet together and agree upon their coming, and 
were actually come to him; as alfo fome time was 
{pent in filence, and now in converfation with him ; 
the Fews? make them to be 12 months: and thefe 
months were months of vanity, or empty? ones ; fuch 
as winter-months, empty of all joy, and peace, and 
comfort; times in which he had no pleafure, no 
eafe of body or of mind; deftitute of the good 
things of life, and of the prefence of God’ and 
communion with him; and full of trouble, forrow, 
and diftrefs : and thefe were given him for an inbe- 
ritance"; were his lot and portion, which he re- 
ceived as an inheritance from his parents, in confe- 
quence of original fin, the fource of all the troubles 
and miferies of human life,: in common with other 
men; and which were allotted him by his heavenly 
father, according to his fovereign will and pleafure, 
as all the afflictions of the Lord’s people are, the 
inheritance bequeathed them by their Father, and 
the legacy of their Redeemer’: and wearifome nights 
are appointed to me; one after another, in fuccef- 
fion ; in which he could have no fleep nor reft, thro? 
pain of body and diftrefs of mind ; and fo became 
the more weary, through long lying down and tof- 
fings to and fro, through groans and tears, and 
much watching ; and thefe were prepared for him 
in the purpofes of God, and appointed to him in - 
his counfels and decrees ; fee ch. xxiiis14. or they 


prepared or appointed’; that is Elobim, the three 


low him, and when he fhould have the reward of| divine perfons. 


the inheritance, not in away of debt but of grace : 
nor indeed is it finful to look or have refpect unto 
the recompence of reward, in order to engage to go 
through fervice more chearfully, or to endure fuf- 
ferings more patiently, fee Heb. xi. 26. for though 


¥. 4. When I lie down I fay, When foall I arife, 
&c.] Or, then I fay, &c.‘ that is, as foon as he 
laid himfelf down in his bed, and endeavoured to 
compofe himfelf to fleep, in order to get reft and 
refrefhment; then he faid within himfelf, or with 


the hireling }s an emblem of a felf-righteous perfon, } an articulate voice, to thofe about him, that fat up 
that works for life and expects it as the reward of|with him; oh that it was time to rife ; when will 
his work, and of falfe-teachers and bad fhepherds,}it be morning, that I may rife from my bed, which 
that take the care of the flock for filthy lucre-fake,]is of no manner of fervice to me, but rather in- 
fee Luke xv. 19. John x. 12. yet-hiring is fometimes|creafes wearinefs ? and the night be gone? and the 
ufed in a good fenfe, of good men, that are hired}day dawn and break ; or might or evening be mea- 


Jured, 


“9 anhelabit, Montanus, Bolducius; anhelat, Beza, Tigurine verfion, Pifcator, Cocceius, Schmidt, Schultens. 
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accepi hereditate, Pagninus, Montanus, Bolducius ; fo Cocceius, Schmidt, 
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Beza, Montanus, Bolducius, Schmidt, Schultens. * 
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fured, as in the msargin, or meafures itfelf* ; or that been glad that they had gone on fafter 5 bur either, 
be, i. e. God, or it, my'heart, meafures the even- his days in common, or particularly his days of 
ing", or night; lengthens it out to its full time: profperity and pleafure, thele were foon over with 
to a difcompofed perfon, that cannot fleep, the him; and which he fometimes wifhed for again, . 
night feems long; fuch count -every hour, tell fee ch, xxix. 1—5. and are [pent without hope 5 
every clock that ftrikes, and long to fee peep of not without hope of happinefs in another world, 
day ; thefe are they hat wateh for the morning, Pf. but without hope of being reftored to his outward 
cxxx. ¥. 6. and Iam full of toffings to and fro unto the felicity in this; which Euipbaz had given him fome 
dawning of the day; or, unto the twilight; the hint of, but he had no hope concerning it 5 fee ch. 
morning-twilight; though fome underftand it of v. 24, 25, 26. and vi. 11, 12, and XiX. 10, . 
the twilight or evening of the next day, fee 1 Sam.|_ y. 7. O remember that my life is wind, &c.] Or, 
Xxx. 17. and interpret the toffings to and fro, of ‘breath ; man’s life is in his breath, and that breath 
the toils and Jabours of the day, and of the {orrows is in his noftrils, and therefore not to be accounted 
and miferies of it, lengthened out to the eve of the of, or depended on; man appears by this to be a 
following day ; but rather, they are to be under-| poor, frail creature, whofe lite, with refpec& to him-. 
ftood either of the toffes of his mind, his diftreffed felf, is very precarious and uncertain; it is but asa 
and perplexed thoughts within him he was full of s| vapour, an air-bubble, full of wind, eafily broken 
or of the tofies of his body, his frequent turning and diffipated, and {oon vanifhes away; it is like 
himfelf upon his bed, from fide to fide, to eafe him ; the wind, noify and blufterous, full of ftir and 
and with thefe he was filled, or fatiated* ; he hadjtumult, and, like that, fwiftly pafles and fweeps 
enough and too much of them; he was glutted;away, and returns not again: this is an addrefs to 
and fated with them, as a manis with over muchjGod ; and fo fome* fupply it, O God, or O Lord, 
eating, as the word fignifies. remember, 8c. not that forgetfulnefs is in God, or 
y. 5. My fich is clothed with worms and clods of|that he needs to be reminded of any thing; but he 
duff, &c.] Not as it would be at death, and in|may feem to forget the frailty of man when he lays 
the grave, as Schmidt interprets it, when it wouldjhis hand heavy on him; and may be faid to be 
be eaten with worms and reduced to duft; but as it; mindful of it, when he mercifully takes it off: 
then was, his ulcers breeding worms, or lice, as|what Yod here prays for, the Lord often does, as 
fome’; thefe fpread themfelves over his body :}he did with refpect to the L/raelites, Pf, Ixxvili. 39. 
fome think it was the vermicular or. pedicular sig jaciced eye foall na more fee good ; meaning, not fpiri- 
feafe that. was upon him, and the fcabs of them,'tual and eternal good, here and hereafter; he knew 
which were all over him like one continued cruft, |he fhould, after this life, fee his living Redeemer 
were as a garment to him; or thofe fores of his, {even with the eyes of his body, when raifed again; 
running with purplent matter, and he fitting andjthat he fhould fee him as he is, not through a 
rolling himfelf in duft and afhes, and this moiitoreletals, darkly, but face to face, in all his glory; 
mingling therewith, and clotted together, formed/and that for himfelf, and not another, and even 
clods of duft, which covered him all over; a dif-|fee and enjoy things he had never feen before: but 
mal fpectacle to look upon! a precious faint in ajhis fenfe is, that he fhould fee or enjoy no more 
vile body! my (kin is broken, with the boils and temporal good ; either in this world, being with- 
ulcers, in all parts, and was parched and cleft without hope of any, or in the grave, whither he was 
the heat and breaking of them: and become loath-|going and would fhortly be; and therefore intreats 
ome ; to himfelf and others; exceeding naufeous, that fome mercy might be fhewn him whilft he 
and extremely difagreeable both to fight and fmell:jlived ; to which fenfe the following words incline. 
or liquified*, moittened with corrupt matter flow-| y.8. The eye of him that bath feen me Joall fee 
ing trom the ulcers in all parts of his body ; theme wo more, &c.} Or the eye of fight*; the fleeing 
word in Arabic fignifies a large, broad, and openjeye, the moft acute and quick-fighted eye; fo 
wound, as a learned man* has obferved ; and it is| Mr. Broughton renders it, the quick eye’: this is to 
as if he fhould fay, whoever obferves all this, this be underftood as after? death, that then the fharpeft 
long time of diftrefs night and day, and what a eye fhould not fee him, he would be out of the 
fhocking figure he was, as here reprefented, could reach of it; which muft be taken with a limi- 
blame him for wifhing for death in the moft paf-jtation ; for men after death are feen by the eyes 
fionate manner? of the omnifcient God, their fouls, be they in 
y. 6. My days are /wifter than a weaver’s fouttle,|heaven or in hell, and their bodies in the grave; 


&c.] Which moves very {wiftly, being thrown and as for good men, fuch as 70d, they are at once — 


quick and faft to and fro; fome verfions render, with him in his immediate prefence, beholding and. 
it a racer’, one that runs a race on foot, orjbeheld by him; and they are feen by angels, whofe. 
rides on horfeback, agreeable to ch. ix. 25. where,jcare and charge their foul$ become immediately : 
and in the next verfe to it, other fimilies are ufed,}upon death, and are carried by them into heaven, ; 
to fet forth the fwiftnefs and fleetinefs of man’s days;| where they are fellow-worfhippers with them ; ay 
as they alfo are elfewhere reprefented, as {wift as a]they are feen by glorified faints, to whofe. 
tale told, a word exprefied, or a thought conceived,| they are joined ; for if the rich man in hell co 
Pf. xc. 9. and fo here, by the Septuagint, are faid|fee Abraham, and Lazarus in his bofom,’then much - 
to be /wifter than /peech, though wrongly tranf-| more do the faints fee one another: but the mean~_ 
lated : this is to be underftood, not of his days ofjing is, that when a man is dead, he is fongy 3 


affliction, diftrefs, and forrow ; for thefe in his ap-|more by men on earth, by his relations, fr : " 


prehenfion moved but flowly, and he could haveland acquaintance ; the confideration of which oa 
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cutting ftroke at parting, fee 4s xx. 25, 38. the 
{tate of the dead’ is an invifible ‘ftate, and therefore 
cailed in the Greek tongue Hades, unfeen ; fo the 
dead will remain with refpect to the inhabitants of 
this world, till the refurrection, and then they fhall 
fee and be feen again in the fame bodies they now 
have; for this is no denial of the refurre€tion of 
the dead, as fome Fewi/h writers charge Fob with, 
and infer from this and fome following paffaces : 
thine eyes are upon me, and Iam not; am a dead 
man, a phrafe expreffive of death, and of being 
in the {tate of the dead, or however of being no 
more in this world, fee Genz. v. 24. and xlii. 36. 
Yer. xxxi. 15. not that the dead are non-entities, 
or are reduced to nothing ; this is not true of them, 
either with refpeét to foul or body ; their fouls are 
immaterial and immortal, and exift in a feparate 
{tate after death, and their bodies, though reduced 
ro duft, are not annihilated; they return to earth 
and duft, from whence they came; but ftill they 
are fomething, they are earth and duft, unlefs thefe 
can be thought to be nothing; and this duft is 
taken care of and preferved, and will be gathered 
together, and moulded, and framed, and fafhioned 
into bodies again, which will endure for ever: nor 
is the meaning, that they are no where; the {pi- 
rits of juft men made perfect are in heaven, in pa- 
radife, ina ftate of life, immortality and blifs ; 
and the fouls of the wicked are in their own place, 
in the prifon of hell, referved with devils, to the 
judgment of the great day; and the bodies of both 
are in the graves till the day of the refurrection , 
but they are not, and no more in the land of the 
living, in their houfes and families, in their fhops 
and bufinefs, and places of trade and merchan- 
dife, or in the houfe of God ferving him there, ac- 
cording to their different ftations. And this ‘fod 
afcribes to God, thine eyes are upon me, meaning 
not his eyes of love, favour, and kindnefs, which 
had refpect unto him; and yet notwithftanding 
this, as it did not fecure him from afflictions, fo 
neither would it from death itfelf; for though his 
eyes were upon him in fuch fenfe, yet he would not 
be*, or fhould die ; but rather his angry eyes, the 
frowns of his countenance, which were now upon 
him, and might be difcerned in the difpenfations 
of his providence towards him, by reafon of which 
he was not as he was before ; not fit for any thing, 
as Sephorno underftands it; or fhould he frown 
upon him, one angry look would.fink him into 
the ftate of the dead, and he fhould be no more, 
who Jooks on the earth, and it trembles, Pf. civ..32. 


Mr. Broughton renders it as a petition, Jet thine 


eyes be upon me, that I be no more; that is, let me 
die, the fame requeft he made in ch. vi. 8, 9. but 
it feems beft to interpret it of the eyes of God’s 
omniprefence and providence, which are on men 
in every ftate and place; and the fenfe be, either 
as granting, that though the eyes of men fhould 
not jee him after death, yet the eyes of God would 
be upon him when he was not, or in the ftate of 
the dead ; or elfe, that fhould he long defer doing 
him good, it would be too late, he fhould foon 
die, and then, though he fhould look after him, 
and feek for him, he fhouldi not be in the land 
“of the living, according to ¥. 21. or this may de- 
note the fuddennefs of death, which comes to a 
man in a moment, as Bar Tzemach obferves, in 
the twinkling of an eye; nay, as foon as the eye 


of God is upon a man, that is, as foon almoft 
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as a man appears in the world, and the eye of 
divine providence is upon him, he is out of it 
again, and is no more; fee Eccl. iit, 2. 

¥.9. As the cloud is confumed and vanifbeth away, 
8c.] Which being difperfed by the wind, or broke 
up by the fun, is never feen, or returns more; for 
though the wife man fpeaks of clouds returning 
after the rain, this is not to be underftood of the 
fame clouds, but of fucceeding ones, Hec/. xii. 2. 
fo pardon of fin is expreffed by the fame metaphor, 
to fhew that fin thereby is no more, no more to 
be feen or remembered, J/- xliii. 25. and xliv. 22. 
the Targum renders it as /moke, by which the fhort- 
nefs and confumption of mens days are expreffed, 
Pf. cit. 3. but by the fimile of a cloud here, is 
not fo much defigned the fudden difappearance of 
of life, as the irrevocablenefs of it when gone, as 
the reddition or application following fhews: fo he 
that goeth down to the grave fhall come up no more ; 
the grave is the houfe or long home that all mutt 
go to, it being the appointment of God that all 
fhould die, or be in the ftate of the dead; which 
is meant by the grave, fince all are not interred in 
the earth; and this, as here is frequently expref- 
fed, as if it was man’s aét, being hither brought; 
and when it defigns an interment in the earth, it is 
with great propriety called a going down; and 
however that be, yet the ftate of the dead isa 
{tate of humiliation, a coming down from all the 
grandeur, honour, and glory of the prefent ftate, 
which are all laid in the duft; and when this is 
man’s cafe, he comes up no more from ir, that is, 


of himfelf, by his own power ; none but Chrift, 
who is God over all, ever did this; or none na- 
turally, or by the laws of nature, for nothing fhort 
of almighty power can effect this ; it muft be done 


in an extraordinary way, and is no lefs than a mi- 
raculous operation ; nor will this be done until the 


general refurrection of the juft and unjuft, when 
all that are in their graves fhall come forth, the 
one to the refurrection of life, and the other to the 


refurrection of damnation; excepting in fome few 
inftances, as the Shanamite’s fon, the man that 
touched the bones of the prophet Eli/ba, the daugh- 
ter of Fairus, the widow of Naim’s fon, Lazarus,and 
thofe that rofe at our Lord’s refurrection ; this is 


farther explained in the following. verfe. 


y.10. He fhall return no more to his houfe, &c.] 
In a literal fenfe, built or hired by him, or how- 
ever in which he dwelt ; and if a good man, he’ll 
have no defire to return to that any more, having 
a better houfe, an houfe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens; or in a figurative fenfe, either 
his body, the earthly houfe of his tabernacle, an 
houfe of clay, which has its foundation in the duft; 
to this he fhall not return until the refurrection, 
when it will be rebuilt, and fitted up for the better 
reception and accommodation of him; or elfe his 
family, to whom he fhall not come back again, to 
have any concern with them in domeftic affairs, or 
in part of the bufinefs of life, as David faid of 
his child when dead, J /hall go to him, but he fhall 
not return to me, 2 Sam. xii, 23. neither [hall bis 
place know him any more, the place of his office, 
or rather of his habitation ; his dwelling-houfe, his 
farms and his fields, his eftates and poffeffions, 
fhall no more know, own and acknowledge him 
as their mafter, proprietor and pofleffor, thefe com- 
ing at his death into other hands, who now are re- 


garded as fuch; or the inhabitants of the place, 


country, 


Ooo 
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ountry, city, town, village, and howfe in which kind and gentle to them, took their part, and ref- 
e lived, fhal know him pices ; no more being | cued them out of the hands of thofe that oppref- 
feen among them he will foon be forgotten 5 out of fed them ? fee ch. xxix. 12—17. or like its toffing 
fight, out of mind ’. waves, which attempt to pafs the bounds that are 
y. 4t. Therefore I will not refrain my mouth, &c.)}fec to them ; am I fuch an one that have tran{- 
From {peaking and complaining; feeing, befides the} grefied the laws of God and men, which are fet 
common lot of mankind, which is a ftate of war-}as boundaries to reftrain the worft of men? and 
fare, forrow and trouble, and is as much as a man |am I a whale, or like any great fifh in the ocean, . 
can well grapple with, extraordinary affictions are|the dragon inthe fea, the leviathan, the piercing: 
laid upon me, which make life infupportable ; and | and crooked ferpeat ? an emblem of cruel princes, 
feeing { enjoy no good in this prefent life, and am jas the kings of Egypt and Afjria, or antichrift, 
fhortly going where no temporal good is to be ex- Y. XXvil. I. fee LY. Ixxiv. 13, 14. The Targum 
pected, and fhall never return to this world any |1s, ‘° as the Egyptians were condemned to be drown- 
more to enjoy any; therefore I will not be filent, }ed in the Red-fea, am I condemned? or as Pha- 
and forbear {peaking my mind freely, and uttering |ra2, who was fuffocated in the midft of it for his 
my juft complaint, for which I think I have fufi-| fin, fince thou fetceft a watch over me?” or, as an- 
cient reafon: or J al/o will not refrain my mouth *,|other Targum, “am I as the great fea, which is 
in turn, as a juft retaliation, fo Yarchi, fince God | moved to extreme parts, or the leviathan, which is 
will not refrain his hand from me, I will not re- |ready to be taken ?” or elfe the fenfe is, have I the 
frain my mouth from fpeaking concerning him ;|ftrength of the fea, which fubfifts notwithftanding 
fince he fhews no mercy to me, [’ll utter my mi-| its waves are continually beating, and which carries 
ferable complaints, and not keep them to myfelf ;|fuch mighty veffels upon it, and would bear down 
this was Yod’s infirmity when he fhould have held|all before it, if not reftrained ? or of a whale, the 
his peace, as daron, and been dumb and filent as | leviathan, whofe flakes of flefh are joined together, 
David, and been ftill, and have known, owned and | and his heart as firm as a ftone, and as hard asa 
acknowledged the fovereignty of God, and not vent-| piece of the nether milftone, and laughs at the 
ed himfelf in paffion as he did: J will /peak in the|{pear, the fword, and the dart? no, I have not ; 
anguifo of my [pirit ; or in the firaitne/s* of it; he|I am‘a poor, weak, feeble creature, whofe ftrength 
was furrounded on all fides with diftrefs, the for-|is quite exhaufted, and not able to bear the weight 
rows of death compafied him about, and the pains|of the chains and fetters of afflictions upon me; 
of hell got hold upon him ; he was like one pent|or rather the.principal thing complained of, and 
up in a narrow place, in a clofe confinement, that} which he illuftrates by thefe metaphors, is, that he 
he could not get out of, and come forth from ; and] was bound with the cords of afflictions, and com- 
he felt not only exquifite pains of body from his} paffed with gall and travail, and hedged in hereby, 
boils and fores, buc great anguifh of foul; and|that he could not get out, as the church fays, 
therefore he determines to fpeak in and of ° all this, | Lam. iii. 5, 7. or could not get releafed from his 
to give vent to his grief and forrow, his paffion | forrows by death, or otherwife ; juft as the fea is 
and refentment : J wll complain in the bitterne/s of | {hut up with bars and doors, that its waves can come 
my foul ; his afflictions were like the waters of Ma-| hitherto, and no farther; and as the whale is con- 
rah, bitter ones, very grievous and difagreeable to} fined to the ocean, or furrounded with veflels and 
flefh and blood, and by which his life and foul | armed men in them, when about to be taken; and 
were embittered to him ; and in and of ‘ this he} thus ic was with Yo, and of this he complains : 
determines to complain, or to utter in a complain- | that thou Jette a watch over me ; which Farchi and 
ing way what he had been meditating on, as the} others underftand of Satan ; and though in his 
word ® fignifies ; fo that this was not an hafty and| hands, he was not fuffered to take away his life ; 
precipitate action, but what upon deliberation he| but befides him may be meant all his affliétions, 
relolved to do; to pour out his complaint before| calamities and diftrefles, in which he lay fettered 
God, and leave it with him, in a fubmiffive way, | and bound, in which he was fhut up as in a pri- 
would not have been amifs, but if he complained} fon, and by which he was watched over and guard- 
of God and his providence, it was wrong: why}ed; and from which he could make no efcape, nor 
Jhould a living man complain, not even a wicked | get a releafe. 
man, of she punifhment of his fin, and much lefs|  y¥.13. When I fay, my bed fhall comfort me, &c.] 
a good man of fatherly chaftifements? We fee} When he thought within himfelf, that he would 
what the will of man is, what a ftubborn and ob-| lie down upon his bed and try if he could get a 
ftinate thing it is, J w7//, I will, Iwill, even of a| little fleep, which might comfort and refrefh him, 
good man when left to himfelf, and not in the ex-| and which he promised himfelf he fhould obtain by 
ercife of grace, and under the influence of it; the | this means,as he had formerly had an experience of : 
complaint follows, by way of expoftulation. my couch fhall eafé my complaint ; he concluded, that 
¥.12, AmJ a fea, or a whale, &c.} Like the reft-| by lying down upon his couch, and falling afleep, 
lefs fea, to which very wicked, profligate and aban- | it would give fome eafe of body and mind; that his 
doned finners are compared, that are continually | body would at leaft for fome time be free from 
cafting up the mire and dirt of fin and wicked-| pain, and his mind compofed, and fhould ceafe from 
nefs; am I fuch an one? or like the raging fea, | complaining for a while; which interval would bea 
its proud waters and foaming waves, to which fierce | relief to him, and of confiderable fervice. Some ~ 
and furious perfecutors, and tyrannical oppreffors| render it, my couch fhall burn®; be all on fire, and 
are compared ; did I behave in fuch a manner| torture me inftead of giving eafe ; and fo may haye 
to the poor and diftreffed in the time of pro-|refpect to his burning ulcers. ; : 
fperity ? nay, was I not the reverfe of all this,| 
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Ch. vii. ¥.14—17. JF°O BE 
¥.14. Then thou feareft me with dreams, &c.} 
Not with dreams and vifions being told him, as 
were by Eliphaz, ch. iv. 13. but with dreams he 
himfelf dreamt; and which might arife from. the 
force of his diftemper, and the pain of his body, |that either God would withdraw his affli@ing hand 
whereby his fleep was broken, his imagination di-|from him, or his preferving hand ; either abate the’ 
fturbed, and his fancy roving, which led him to}affliction, or difmifs him from the world: for my 
objects as feemed to him very terrible and dread-|days are vanity ; a breath” or puff of wind; a va- 
ful; or from a melancholy difpofition his afflic-| pour, as Mr. Broughton renders it, that foon vanithes 
tions had brought upon him; and hence in his}away ; days empty of all that is good, delightful 
dreams he had difmal apprehenfions of things,}and pleafant, and full of evil, trouble and forrow, 
very diftreffing and terrifying ; or from Satan, in]as well as fleeting, tranfitory, and foon gone, are 
whofe hands he was, and who was permitted to}as nothing, yea lefs than nothing and vanity. 
dittrefs and difturb him, at fuch feafons; all which] y.17. What is man, that thou fhouldef? magnify 
he afcribes to God, becaufe he fuffered it fo to} him? &c.] Man in his beft eftate, in his origi- 
be: and now thefe dreams not only hindered|nal ftate, was but of the earth, earthly; a muta- 
found fleép, and getting that eafe and refrefhment] ble creature, and altogether vanity ; fo that it was 
he hoped for from thence, but even they were] wonderful God fhould magnify him as he did, raife 
frightful and fearing to him, fo that inftead ot] him to fuch honour and dignity, as to fet him over 
being the better for his bed and his couch, he was]all the works of his hands, and beftow peculiar 
the worfe ; thefe dreams added to his afflictions,| marks ‘of his favour upon him in Eden’s garden ; 
and in them he fuffered much, as Pi/ate’s wife is|but man in his low and fallen eftate, being, as 
faid to do, Matt. xxvii. 19. and terrifieft me thro | the word here ufed is generally obferved to fignify, 
vifions ; {peétres, apparitions, and fuch like things|a frail, feeble, weak and mortal creature, yea, a 
being prefented to his fancy, whilft fleeping and] finful one ; it is much more marvellous, that God 
dreaming, which filled him with terror, and forely} fhould magnify him, or make him great, that is, 
diftrefled him ; fo that he could receive no benefit}any of the human race, as he has fome, foas to /et 
hereby, but rather was more fatigued and weak-| his heart upon them, as Farchi conneéts this with the 
ened. . following claufe; to think of them and provide for 
y¥.15. So that my foul chufeth ftrangling, &c.}\them in his purpofes and decrees, in his council and - 
Not to ftrangle himfelf, as Abitophel did, or to be} covenant, to choofe any of them to grace here, and 
ftrangled by others, this being a kind of death in | glory hereafter: he has magnified them, by efpoufing 
flicted on capital offenders; but rather, as Mr.|them to his Son, whereby they fhare with him in 
Broughton renders it, to be choaked to death by any \his glory, and in all the bleffings of his goodnefs 5. 
diftemper and difeafe, as fome are of a fuffoeating |through the incarnation of Chrift, by means of 
nature, as acatarrh, quinfey, ec. and killin that }which the human nature is greatly advanced and 
way; and indeed death in whatfoever way is the |honoured; and by their redemption thro’ Chrift, 
{topping of a man’s breath ; and it was death that }whereby they are raifed to an higher dignity, and 
Fob chole, let it be in what way it would, whe-|reftored to a greater eftate than they loft by the 
ther natural or violent ; fo weary was he of life fall; by clothing them with the rich robe of Chrift’s 
through his fore and heavy afflictions: and death |righteoufnefs, comparable to the gold of Opbir, 
rather than my life; or than my bones* ; which are Jand raiment of needle-work; and by adorning them 
the more folid parts of the body, and the fupport|with the graces of the bleffed Spirit; and in a 
of it, and are put for the whole and the life thereof;|word, by taking them into his family, making 
or than thefe bones of his, which were full of {chem his children and his heirs, rich in grace, and 
ftrong pain, and which had nothing but fkin upon Jheirs of the kingdom. of heaven, and kings and 
them, and that was broken: and covered with [priefts unto him; taking them as beggars from the 
worms, rottennefs and duft; the Vulgate Latin ver- |dunghil, to fit among princes, and to inherit the 
fion renders it, and my bones death , that is, defired |throne of glory. ‘The words may be underftood in 
and chofe death, being fo full of pain, fee P/. }a different fenfe, and more agreeable to the context, 
XXXV. 10, and to the fcope of Fob’s difcourfe, as they are by 
¥.16. I loath it, &c.] Or them™, either his life | {ome®, of God’s magnifying men by afflicting them, 
which was a wearinefs to him, or his bones, which }according to which man is reprefented as a poor, 
were fo painful and naufeous ; or rather, J am be-|weak, f{trengthlefs creature, a worm and clod of 
come loathfome, to himfelf, to his fervants, and to}the earth ; and the Lord, as the mighty God, as 
his friends, and even his breath was ftrange to his}of great and infinite power and ftrength, between 
wife ; or being ulcerated, I pine and wafie away',|whom there is no manner of proportion ; God is 
and muft in courfe be quickly gone: J: would not|not a man that they fhould come together, or as 
live always ; no man can or will; there. isno manjif on equal foot ; nor mana match for God; to 
that lives but what fhall fee death, P/. Ixxxix. 48.|wreftle with principalities and powers, which are 
Fob knew this, nor did he expect or defire it; and {not flefh and blood, is too much for men of them- 
this was not his meaning, ‘but. that he defired he |felves, and how much lefs able are they to contend 
might not live long, or to the full term of man’sjwith God? Now 7ob by this fuggefts, that his 
life, yea, that he might die quickly; and indeed to|thought and fentiment of the matter was, and in 
a good man to die is gain, and to depart out of the{ which he has a particular view to himfelf, and 
world, and be with Chrift, is far better than to}his own cafe ; that as on the one hand it was a de- 
continue init. And had ¥ob exprefied himfelf with-] meaning the might and majefty of God, by mak- 
out paflion, and with fubmiffion to the divine will, jing himfelf a combatant with man; fo on the other 
what he fays would not have been amifs: /e¢ me hand it was doing man too much honour, as if he 


was 


2.35 
alone; or ceafe from me™; from affi@ing him any 
more, having as great a weight upon him as he 
could bear, or greater than he could well ftand up 
under ; or from fupporting him in Jife, he wifhes 
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‘as one of more importance andeéonfequence,* and 
ie mighty and powerful than he is; whereas he 
is unworthy of the divine noticé in any refpect, 
either to beitow his favours, or lay his afflicting 
hand upon him; compare with this 1S¢m, xxiv.14. 
Tence a late learned writer’, agreeable to the ufe 
of the word in the Arabic language, renders it, 
what is mortal man that thou fhouldf wrefile with 
him? {trive and’contend with him as if he was thy 
inatch, when thou couldft at one blow, and even 
at a touch, difpatch him at once? and shat thou 
Jhouldft fet thine heart upon him? have an affection 
for him, love him, delight in him, highly value 
and efteem him it is wonderful that God fhould 
have fuch a regard to any of the fons of men; and 
yet it is certain that he has, as appears by the good 
things he has provided and laid up for them in 
covenant, by fending his Son to die for them, by 
calling and quickening them by his Spirit and grace, 
and drawing them with loving-kindnefs to himfelf, 
by taking continual care of them, and keeping 
them as the apple of his eye: though thefe words 
may be interpreted agreeable to the other fenfe, that 
thou foouldft fet thine heart upon him? or towards 
him, to afflict him and chaftize him with afflictions, 
to Bar Tzemach ; or to ftir up himfelf againft him, 
as Sephorno; and the above late learned writer 
chules to render them, that thou fhouldft. fet thine 
heart againft him’? and fo the Hebrew" particle is 
ufed in many other places; fee Zzek. xiii. 2. and 
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fee ch. xxiii. to. and which he doubtlefs had in 
view in all he had faid, and more particularly expo- . 
ftulates about in the following vertes. 4 i 
y¥.19. How long wilt thou not depart from me, 
&c] From wreitling and contending with him, 
and afflicting of him ; the Lord was too hard a 
combatant for Fob, and therefore he chofe to be 
rid of him, and was impatient of it; or look off 
from me*; fo Me Broughton renders it, how long 
wilt thou not look from me? this is to be under- 
ftood not of a look of love, which Fod would ne- 
ver have defired to have averted trom him; but 
a frowning and. angry look, fuch as the Lord 
put on in this difpentation of his providence to- 
wards him; the allufion may be to that fharp and 
conftant look, which antagonifts in wreftling have 
upon each other whilft conflicting together, and fo 
the metaphor before ufed is ftill carried on : nor /et 
me alone till I fwallow down my {pittle ? Some think 
Job has reference to his difeate, which affected his 
throat, that being fo dried up, or having.a quinfy 
in it, that he could not fwallow his fpittle, or it 
was with great difficulty he did it; or rather it is 
a proverbial expreffion, fignifying that his afflic- 
tions were inceflant, that he had no refpite nor in- 
termiffion, had-not fpace enough given him to 
{wallow down his fpittle, or take his breath, as in 
ch. ix. 18. fo Schultens obferves, that with the 
Arabians this was a proverbial form of fpeech, when 
they required time for any thing, give me time to 


xxi. 3. compare with this Job xxxiv. 14,15 where|/wallow my /pittle; or when they had not proper 


R. Simeon bar Tzemach thinks, Elibu has. refpect 
to this paflage of od, and reproves him for it. 
¥.18, And that thou fhouldft vifit him every morn- 
ing, cc.) That is, daily, continually, as Aben 
/zra interprets it; either in a way of love, grace, 
and mercy; fo God has vifited men, by raifing 
up and {fending his Son.to be a redeemer of them ; 
the Son of God has vifited them, as the day-fpring 
from on high, by his, incarnation and appearance 
in this world; fee Luke. i. 68, 78. and the Lord 
vifics them, by calling them by his grace, fee 4é7s 
xv, 14. by communing and converfing with them 
ina free and friendly manner; by helping right early, 
and by renewing his mercies to them every morn- 
ing, all which is matter of admiration : or elfe the 
word may. be taken in a, different fenfe, as it fome- 
times is, either for punifhing man for fin, as in 
‘Exod. xx.5. Fer. v. g. or for chaftizing the Lord’s 
people, which is a vifiting them, though in a fa- 
therly way, and in love, and which is often and 
frequently down, even every morning, fee Pf. 


“Ixxxix. 32, 33. and Ixxiii. 14. and fo the fenfe 


agrees with the former, though by fome given with 
this difference thus, «é2at is man that thou fhouldft 
magnify him? or make him great both in things 
temporal and fpiritual, as he had made od in the 
time of his profperity, which he may have refpeéct 
unto; having been the greateft man in all the eaft, 
with refpect to both characters, whereby it was 
plain he had intereft in the love and_ affections of 
the heart of God ; and yet, notwith/tanding never- 
thelefi, thou vifite? him‘, with afflictions and chaf- 
tifements continually ; which may feem ftrange, 
and look like a contradiétion, that thou fhouldtt : 
_and try him every moment ? by afflictive providences ; 
in this way the Lord often tries the faith and pa- 
tience, the fear and love, the hope and humility 


_Of his people, and all other graces, whereby they 


appear and fhine the brigher, which was ¥0d’s cafe, 


P Schultens. 


& 


tablus, Drufius, Schmidt; fo Sept. Syr. & Ar. 


ay? Si ' 2925 vos mw 95) & quod intendas cor tunm. 
_ Noldii Ebr. partic. Concord. p. 57. * PHN) & tamen, nihilominus vifitas eum, Michaelis. 


_refpicis a me ? Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Schmidt, Michaelis; avertis oculum a me? Schultens. 


time, or any intermiffion, ufed to fay, you won't 
give me time to fwallow my fpittle ; and one being 
afked a multitude of queftions, replied, juffer me 
to fwallow my /pittle, that is, give me time to make 
an anfwer : or the fenfe is, that his antagonift in 
wreftling with him held him fo faft, and kept him 
fo clofe to it, and fo twifted him about, and gave 
him fall upon fall, fo that he had no time to {wal- 
low his {pittle ; or he fo collared him, and griped 
him, and almoft throttled him, that he could not 
{wallow it down; all which intends, how clofely 
and incefiantly ¥od was followed with one affliction 
upon another, and how fevere and diftreffing they 
were to him. Rs 
¥. 20. 1 have finned, &c.] Some render it, sf 
I have finned™ ; be it fo that 1 have, as my friends 
fay, yet fince there is forgivenefs with ‘thee, why 
fhould I be fo afflicted as I am? but there is no 
need of fuch a fupplement, the words are an affir- 
mation, J have finned, or | am a finner; not that 
he owned that he had been guilty of any notori- 
ous fin, or had lived a finful courfe of life, on 
account of which his afflictions came upon him, 
as his friends fuggefted ; but that he was not with- 
out fin, was daily guilty of it as men, even the 
beft of men ordinarily are; and being a finner was 
not a match for a holy God ; he could not contend 
with him, nor anfwer him for one fin of a thou- 
fand committed by him in thought, word, or deed; 
and therefore defires him to defiit and depart from 
him, fee Luke v. 8. what fhall I do untothee? this 
he faid, not as one in diftrefs of mind on account 
of fin, and under the load of the guilt of it, en- 
quiring what he muft do to make fatisfaétion for 
it, how and what way he could be faved from it ; 
for he knew that nothing done by him in a cere- 
monial. way by facrifices, nor in a moral way by— 
the performance of duties, could take away fin, 
or atone for it, or fave him from it; he knew this 
was 
* Adverfus eum, ibid. “Vid. 
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was only by his living Redeemer, and whom he 
knew and determined fhould be his falvation, and 
he only ; fee ch. ix. 30, 31. and xiii. 15, 76. and 
xix. 25. but rather as it may be rendered, what 
- can or ought I do unto thee*? that is, more than | 
have done, nately, to confefs my fin unto thee ; 
what more doft thou require of me ? or what more 
can be done by me, than to repent of my fin, ac- 
knowledge it, and beg pardon for it’? as he’ does 


in the following verfe: or what can I do unto thee ? 
thou art an over-match for me, I can’t ftrogele 
and contend with’ thee, a finful man with an ‘holy 
God : O thou preferver of men ? ‘as he is in a provi- 
dential way, the fupporter of men in their lives 
and beings; or, O thou keeper of men’, as he is, 
not only of J/rae/, but of all others, and that night 
and day; perhaps od may refer to his fetting and 
keeping a watch over him, y. 12. and enclofing 
and hedging him all around with afflictions, fo that 
he could not get out of the world as he defired ; or 
O thou obferver of men*, of their words, ways, 
works and actions, and who kept fuch a {trict eye upon 
him whilft wreftling with him, and therefore what 
could he do? or O shou faviour of men*, by whom 
only I can be faved from the fins I have been and 
am daily guilty of : why haff thou fet me as amark 
againft thee, as ‘a butt to fhoot thine arrows at, 
one affliction after another, thick and faft, fee ch. 
xvi. 12. Lam. iii. 12. the words I think'may be 
‘rendered, why hajt thou appointed me to meet thee, 
ot for a meeting with thee® ? as-one man challenges 
another to meet him in fuch a placé and fight him: 
alas : I am not equal to thee, I am a mere worm, 
not able to contend with thee the mighty God, or 
to meet thee in the way of thy judgments, and to 
endure the heavy ftrokes of thy angry hand; and 
fo Bar Tzémach paraphrafes it, ** thou haft hated 
me, and not loved me; that thou haft fet, or ap- 
pointed me to meet thee, as a man meets his ene- 
my in the time of his wrath, and he ftirs up againft 
him all his fury:” and to the fame fenfe, and 
much in the fame'words, archi interprets it: /o 
that I am a burden to myfelf ? weary of his life thro’ 
the many preffing and heavy afflictions upon him, 
as Rebekah was of hers, becaufe of the daughters 
of Heth, Gen. xxvii. 46. 
follow, and is followed by the Zargum, and by 
mioft intepreters, Fewi/o and Chriftian, is a. cor- 
rection of the fcribes, and one of the eighteen 
places corrected by them; which is no argument 
of the corruption of the Hebrew text, but of the 
contrary ; fince this was only placed in the margin 
of the bible, as the Ma/orites ‘afterwards did with 
their various readings, fhewing only what was their 
fenfé of this, and the like paffages; and as an in- 
{tru€tion how in their opinion to ‘undet{tand them, 
{till retaining the other reading or writing; and which, 
according to Aben Ezra, may be rightly interpreted, 
and is, fo that I am a burden to thee*; and which is 
followed by fome, fignifying as Fob thought'at leatt, 
that he was. fo offenfive to him that he could 
not bear him, but treated him as an ‘enemy ; was 
weary of him, as God is faid to be of finners and 
their fins, and of the fervices and’ duties of carnal 
profeffors, fee J/. i. 14. and xlili. 24. fo Abendana 


interprets‘it, ‘ thou haft fet me for a mark unto 


thee, as if I was a burden to thee.” 
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Montanus, Beza, Drufius, Mercerus, Michaelis. 
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¥. 2%. wdnd why doft thou not pardon my tranf: 
greffion, &c.) Or iift it up; every fin is a tranf- 
greffiont of the law of God, and the guilt of it 
upon thé confcience is a burden too heavy to bear; 
and the punifhment of it is intolerable; pardon 
lifts up and takes ‘away all manner of fin, and all! 
that is in fin; it takes off the load of fin: from 
the confeience, and eafes it, and loofens from ob- 
ligation to punifhment for it, which comes to pafs 
in this manner : Febovab has taken or lifted up 
fin from his people, and has put and Jaid it, or 
caufed it to meetion his Son, by the imputation 
of it to him; and he has voluntarily taken it on 
himfelf, and ‘has bore it, and has taken it away by 
his blood and facrifice, which being applied to the 
confcience of a finner, lifts it up and takes it from 
thence, and fpeaks peace and pardon to ‘him; it 
wholly and entirely removes it from him, even 
as far as the eaft is from the weft; and for fuch 
an application, od expoftulates with God, with 
whom there was forgivenefs, and who had pro- 
claimed himfelf a God pardoning iniquity, tranf 
greffion.and fin ; and which he does when he both 
temoves the guilt of it from the confcience, and 
takes away all the ‘effects of it, fuch as afflictions 
and the like ; in which latter fenfe Yo may well 
be underftood, as agreeing with his cafe and cir- 
cumftances: and take away mine iniquity? or caufe 
it to pafs away* from him, by applying his ‘par- ' 
doning grace and mercy to his confcience, and by 
removing his afflicting hand from him: for now 


foall I fleep in the ‘duff; having fin pardoned; and 


the hand of God removed ; I fhall depart out of 
the world in peace, lie down in the grave, and reft 
quietly till the refurrection; there being in the bed 
of duft no toffings to and fro as now, nor a being 
{cared with dreams and terrified with night-vifions. 
Mr. Broughton renders it, whereas I lie now in the 
daft; as ‘it it referred to his prefent cafe, fitting 
as a mourner in duft and afhes, and his fleth clo- 
thed with clods of duft; or in a figurative fenfe, 
lying in the duft of felf-abhorrence ; but the for- 
mer fenfe feems beft : and thou fhall feck mein the 
morning, but I fhall mot be; meaning not in the 
morning of the refurrection, for then he will be 
found ; but it is. a figurative way of fpeaking, as 
Bar Tzemach obferves, juft, as one goes to-vilit a 
fick man in a morning, and he finds him dead, 
and he is not any more in the Jand of the living: 
many interpreters underitand this as ‘¥0d’s fenfe, 
that he fhould quickly die; he could not be a long 
time in the circumftances he was; and therefore if 
the Lord had a mind to beftow any good thing on 
him in the prefent life, he muft make hafte to do it; 
fince in a fhort time he fhould be gone, and then 
if he fought for him, it would be too late, he 
fhould be no more: but the fenfeisthis, that when 
he Jay down in the duft, in the grave, he fhould 
be-feen no more on earth by any man, nay not 
by the eye of God himielf; fhould the moft early 
and the moft diligent fearch..be made for him. 
Mr. Broughton takes it to be a petition and requeft 
to die, rendering the words, ‘* why doft thou not 
*< quickly feek me out, that I fhould be no more?” 
and to which others ‘ agree. 
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N this chapter Bi/dad enters the lifts with fod, 

proceeding upon the fame plan with Eiphaz, 
he reproves him for his long and loud talk, y. 1,2. 
afferts the juftice of God in his providence, of 
which the taking away of ¥od’s children by death 
for their tranfgreffion, was an inftance and proof, 
y. 3, 4..and fuggefts, that if %0d who had not 
finned fo heinoufly as they had, ‘and therefore was 
{pared, would make his fubmiffion to God, and 
afk forgivenefs of him, and behave for the future 
with purity and uprightnefs, he need not doubt 
but God would immediately appear and exert him- 
felf on his behalf, and blefs him and his with pro- 
fperity and plenty, ¥. 5—7. for this was his ordi- 
nary way of dealings with the children of men, 
for the truth of which he refers him to the records 
of former times, and to the fentiments of ancient 
men, who lived longer, and were more knowing 
than he and his friends, on whofe opinion he does 
not defire him to rely, ¥. 8—10. and then by. va- 
rious fimilies ufed by the ancients, cr taken from 
them by Bildad, or which were of his own invent- 
ing and framing, are fet forth the fhort-lived enjoy- 
ments, and vain hope and confidence of hypocrites 
and wicked men; as by the fudden withering of 
rufhes and flags of themfelves, that grow in mire 
and water, even in their greennefs, before they are 
cut down, or cropt by any hand, ¥. 11—13. and 
by the fpider’s web, which can’t ftand and endure 
when leaned upon and held, v.14, 15. and by.a 
flourifhing tree deftroyed, and feen no more, y. 
16—19g. and the chapter is concluded with an ob- 
fervation and maxim, that he and the reft of his 
friends fet out upon, and were tenacious of ; that 
God did not afflict good men in any fevere man- 
ner, but filled them with joy and gladnefs ; and 
that he would not long help and profper wicked 
men, but bring them and their dwelling-place to 
nought; and this being the cafe of fod, he fug- 
gefts that he was fuch an one, ¥. 20—22. 


¥. 1. Then anfwered Bildad the Shubite, and faid. | 
This was the fecond of ‘od’s friends that came to 
vifit him, ch. ii, 11. and is mentioned next to Eii- 
phaz there, and takes his turn in this controverfy 
in the fame order; which no doubt was agreed upon 
among themfelves, as well as the part each fhould 
bear, and the general fentiment they fhould pur- 
fue, which was the fame in them all.. Some have 
’ obferved, that‘¥od’s friends were like the meffengers 
that brought him the tidings of his lofies, before 
one had done fpeaking another came; and fo as 
foon as one of his friends had delivered his difcourfe, 
and betore 0 could well finifh his reply, up ftarts 
another. to charge him afrefh, as here Bildad did, 
who faid as follows. 
¥.2. How long wilt thou [peak thefe things ? &c. | 
Either what he had delivered in the ¢dird chapter 
in. curfing the day of his birth, and withing for 
death, in which fentiments he ftill continued, and 
refolutely defended ; or thofe exprefied in the two 
preceding chapters, in anfwer to E/iphaz; this he 
faid, as wondering that he fhould be able to con- 
tinue his difcourfe to fuch a length, and to exprefs 
himfelf with fuch vehemence, when his {pirits 
might be thought to be fo greatly depreffed by his 
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afflictions, and his bedy enfeebled by difeafes sor 


as angry with him for his blafphemy againft God, as_ 
he was ready to term it, his bold and daring fpeeches _ 
of him, and charge of unrighteoufnels on him, 
and for his difregard to what Eliphaz had faid, his 


contempt of it, and oppofition to it; or as im- — 


patient at his long reply, wanting him to ceafe 
fpeaking, that he might return an anfwer, and 
therefore breaks in upon him before he had well 
done, fee ch. xviii, 2. or as defpifing what he had 
faid, reprefenting it as idle talk, and as mere tri- 
fling ; and fo fome render the words, ow Jong wilt 
thou trifle after this fort® ? or throw out fuch non- 
fenfe and fabulous ftuff 4s this? and how long, 
fhall the words of thy mouth be like a ftrong wind ? 
bluftering, boifterous and noify, to which paffion- 
nate words, expreffed in a loud and fonorous man- 
ner, may be compared ; and fo we fay of a man 
in a paffion and rage, that he jforms. Bildad 
thought that his fpeeches were hard, and rough, 
and ftout againft God, and very indecent and un-— 
becoming a creature to his maker, and not kind 
and civil to them his friends; and yet they were 
like wind, vain and empty, great {welling words, 
but words of vanity; they were fpoken, and feemed 
big, but had nothing folid and fubftantial in them, ~ 
as Bildad thought. ae * 
¥. 3. Doth God pervert judgment ? 8&c.] In his 
dealings with men in the way of his providence ;~ 
no, he does not; here Bi/dad oppofes himfelf to 
Fob, who he thought had charged God with in-~ 
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juftice in dealing with him, and his children, in. 


the manner he had done: the fame thing is intend- 
ed in the following queftion, doth the Almighty 

pervert jupfice ? for judgment and juftice are the - 
fame, and often go together in fcripture, as being 

done either by God or men, when righteoufnefs is 
executed by them, and this is never perverted by 

the Lord; there is no unrighteoufnefs in him, nei- 
ther in his nature, nor in his ways and works, €¢i-— 
ther of providence or of grace; he is the judge of 
all the earth, that does and will do right; to fubvert 
a man in his caufe, he approves not of in others, ~ 
and will never do it himielf ; to juflify the wicked, | 
and condemn the juft, are both an abomination to 

him, and therefore neither of thefe can ever be 
thought to be done by him ; for though he jufti- 
fies the ungodly, he does not juftify their ungod- 

linefs, nor them in it, but from it, and that by 
the perfect righteoufnefs of his Son; whereby the. 
law. is. fulfilled, and juftice fatisfed, and fo he is. 
juft whilft he is the juftifier of him that believes in- 
Jefus; though he is gracious and merciful, he is 
alfo righteous, and will not clear the guilty, or 
pardon. fin without fatisfaction to his juftice ; and 
fuch as are truly juft or righteous, he never con- 
demns here or hereafter ; he may. affliét them, but 
he delivers them out of their afflictions, nor are 

they ever forfaken by him; and, on the contrary, 


he punifhes wicked men in this world, and in that 
the old 


to come, as he has the angels that finned, 
world, Sodom and Gomorrah, and many others 


ei 
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and all wicked men will be punifhed with everlaft- 


ing deftruction ; yea, eyen fo ftrict. is his punitive 
juttice, that the fins of his own people being laid: 
and found on his Son as their furety, he has “moft: 
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feverely punifhed him for them; he awoke the 
{word of juftice againft him, fpared him not, but 
delivered him to death for us all; and tho’ he for- 
gives the iniquities of his children, he takes ven- 
geance on their inventions, and chaftizes them for 
their fins, that they may not be condemned with 
the world ; and, on the other hand, he is not un- 
righteous to forget their work and labour of love, 
which he rewards in a way of grace, as well as it 
is a righteous thing with him to render tribulation 
to them that trouble them :. the righteoufnefs of 
God is known by the judgments he executes on 
wicked men, and efpecially will be manifeft in his 
judgments on Antichrift ; and though the juftice 
of God in the courfe of his providence, in fome 
inftances, may not now be fo clear, his judgments 
will be made manifeft, and efpecially at the great day 
of judgment, when every thing fhall be brought 
to account, and God will judge the world in righ- 
teoufnefs ; all which we may be affured of, is and 
will be executed by him, from the confideration of 
his nature and perfections, and particularly from 
the name he goes by in this paflage, being £/, the 
mighty God, who is able to fave and to deftroy, 
to fave the righteous, and deftroy the wicked; and 
is Shaddai, all-fufficient, ftands in need of nothing, 
norcan he receive any thing that is not his own, 
and therefore uncapable of being bribed to the per- 
verfion of juftice and judgment. 
» y. 4. Tf thy children have jinned againft him, &c.] 
As no doubt they had, and as Bildad thought, 
in a very notorious manner, and therefore were righ- 
teoufly punifhed for them ; this inftance is produced 
as a proof of God’s not perverting, but doing juftice, 
and the rather, becaufe it was on account of this, 
that it was fuppofed that od charged, or was ready 
to charge God with injuftice,; this was {fo far from 
it, that it was a righteous thing to do it, if or /eeing 
his children had finned ; or decaufe they have fin- 
ned, or though they have finned, as the words "are 
by fome differently rendered ; and either way fhews 
that God did not pervert juftice, but acted agree- 
ably to it. Mr. Broughton renders them, as thy 
children have finned againft him, fo bath be fent them 
into the hand of their trefpa/s 5 as a righteous reta- 
liation for it: that 0d’s children had finned, there 
is no queftion to be made of it; they were born in 
fin, though born of godly parents; and though 
they had a religious education, yet no doubt were 
suilty of fin in their younger years, as well as 
when grown up ; and even though good men, as 
there may be reafon to conclude, they were, yet 
daily finning, for there are none without fin; and 
alfo it is true, that all fin is againft God, con- 
trary to his nature and will, a breach and tranf- 
greffion of his law, and an act of: hoftility againft 
himfelf, and a trampling under foot, or at leaft a 
neglect, of his legiflative power and authority,which 
is an aggravation of it; yet it does not appear that 
Fob’s children were guilty of any notorious fins, 
or atrocious crimes, or lived a finful courfe of 
life, for which the judgments of God came upon 
them; nor is it a clear cafe that they were taken 
away by death in the manner they were, on account 
of their fins, but rather purely for the trial of %0d’s 
integrity, faith and patience : and be have caft them 
away for their tranfgrefion; or by the band of it' ; 
by means of it, becaufe of ‘it, being provoked with 


439. 
it. Baildad veprefents them as abandoned finnersy 
as caftaways and reprobates, rejected of God with 
abhorrence, and utterly ruined. Some render it, 
hath fent them into the band of their tranfgreffion *, 
or trefpafs; that is, delivered theni up to the power 
and dominion of fin, gave them up to their hearts 
lufts, and to vile affections, to do things not con- 
venient, and which they purfted to their ruin; 
the Targum is, ‘* he fent them into the place of 
their tranfereffion';” into hell, which their tranf- 
greffions deferved, and for which they were fitted by 
them. Some a little more mildly render the words, 
be fent them away™, that is, difmiffed them out 
of the world, took them out of it by death ; which 
difmiffion is fometimes in peace, as good old Si- 
meon prayed for, and fometimes in wrath; as Saul 
was taken away, fee Luke ii. 29. Hof. xiii. 11. the 
latter is the meaning here. 
¥. 5. If thou wouldft feek unto God betimes, &c.} 
Here Bildad feems to think more mildly, and fpeak: 
more kindly to ¥od, that though he had finned, 
yet not in fo grofs a manner as his children, fince 
he was fpared, and they were not; and therefore if 
he would apply himfelf to God, and fupplicate his 
grace and mercy, and live a godly life, it might 
yet be well with him, and he be reftored to his 
former or to better circumftances ; his fenfeis, that 
he would advife him, as L£/iphaz had done before, 
ch. v. 8. to feek unto God Zy prayer, as the Targum 
adds, and of which it is explained in the next 
claufe, and that he would do this detzmes, or. in the 
morning " ; which is a proper time for prayer, and 
was one of the feafons good men in former times 
made ufe of for that purpofe ; fee P/al. v. 3. and 
lv. 17. or that he would feek him in the firft place; 
and above all things, take the firft opportunity to 
do it, without any procraftination of it, and that 
with eagernefs and earneftnefs, with his whole 
heart and foul; for God is a rewarder of them that 
diligently feek him, and thofe that feek him early 
fhall find him : and make thy [upplication to the Al- 
mighty ; not pleading any merit of his own, as de- 
ferving of any bleffing on account of what he had 
done; but afk what he fhould as a favour, as a 
free gift, in a way of grace and mercy, as the 
word ° fignifies ; call for the pity of the Almighty, 
as Broughton renders it. 
¥. 6. Lf thou wert pure and upright, &c.] By 
which he tacitly intimates that he was neither ; 
though, the character given of himis, that he was 
perfect and upright, feared God and efchewed evil, 
and which is confirmed by God himfelf, and even 
after he had been tried by fore afflictions. Bil- 
dad’s meaning is, if he was pure in heart, and up- 
right in his lite and converfation, then things would 
be well with him. Men’s hearts are naturally im- 
pure ; nO man is pure of himfelf, or can make his 
heart pure; nor is there any good man that is fo 
pure, as to be entirely free from fin ; but fuch are 
pure in heart, who, have clean hearts created, and _ 
right fpirits renewed in them ; or have new hearts 
and new {pirits given them; have their hearts {prin- 
kled from an evil confcience, and fo keep the faith 
in a pure confcience ; having their hearts purified 
by faith in the blood of Chrift, whofe blood cleanfes 
from all fin; and in this fenfe fod was pure, ha- 
ving an intereft in a living Redeemer, and in his 
blood, and a partaker of his grace ; and that he 
? was 
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was upright is before teftified of him, though now in fac ; for he only affirms it on fuppofition of 


called in queftion, an if being put upon it, as well | ¥0b’s good behaviour for the future, ‘putting it en- 


as on the former, having in the courfe of his life|tirely upon that condition, which he had no greag 


walked uprightly, according to the will of God re-|expectation of it ever being performed. hae 
vealed unto him : /urely now ; directly at once, with-} Y. 8. For enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, 
out delay, as Sepborno interprets it, it need not be &c.] With refpect to the truth of what “he had - 
doubted of, verily fo it would be: de would |faid or fhould fay ; he does not defire Yo to take — 
awake for thee; who though he neither flum-jhis word for it, but enquire how it was in former | 
bers nor fleeps, yet feems to be afleep when he times ; by which it would appear, that when good 
fuffers his people to be afflicted, diftreffed, and/men have been in affliction and trouble, and have _ 
opprefied, and therefore they cry unto him to awake] behaved well under it, as became them, they have | 
to their judgment, and their caufe ; fee P/: vii. 8.) been delivered out of it, and have been afterwatds _ 
and xxxv. 23. and xliv. 23. the fenfe is, that he|in more flourifhing and comfortahle circumftances, 
would ftir up and exert himfelf, and fhew himfelf/as Noah, <Abrabam, Lot, and others ; and that - 
ftrong on his behalf, and appear to be on his fide,} wicked men and hypocrites, though they have flou- 
and work deliverance and falvation for him ; or|rifhed for a while, yet deftruction has fooner or later _ 
awake his mercy, grace, and goodnefs, as fomejcome upon'them, and they have utterly perifhed, © 
‘¥ewifo commentators ‘ interpret it; thatis, beftowjas the defcendants of Cain, the builders of Babel, | 
his favours upon him: and make the habitation of|and the men of Sodom, and others ; whereas good | 
thy righteoufnefs profper; which fome underftand|and upright men are never caft away by the Lord, 
of his body, the earthly houfé of his tabernacle,|no inftance can be given of it ; all which would ap- 
which if his foul was pure and upright that dwelt|pear, if enquiry was made into what had happened 
* init, might be called the habitation of righteouf-|in the former age ; not the Jirjt age, as the Sepiua- 
nefs; which, were this the cafe, would become|gizt verfion, the age or generation in which the firft 
healthful that was now covered with worms, and|man and woman lived ; for who were their fathers, 
clods of duft: others interpret it of the foul, as}mentioned in the next claufe ? but the age or ge-- 
Aben Ezra and Ben Gerfoin, the feat of righteouf-|neration preceding that in which od and his friends 
nefs, and of all the graces of the fpirit ; which Ws|lived ; and the knowledge of things done in that 
in a profperous condition, when thefe graces are ‘in}might with fome application and diligence be more _ 
lively exercife, and the prefence of God, and the|eafily obtained : and prepare thyfelf to the featch of * 
light of his countenance, and communion with|their fathers ; of the fathers of the men of the for- 
him are enjoyed ; but rather his dwelling houfe in a}merage, who lived in the age preceding: that, and 
literal fenfe, and all his domeftic affairs are here|from whom theif pofterity had received the know- 
meant ; and it is fignified that all would be again|ledge of many things by tradition, as they had re- 
in peace and profperity, and he fhould enjoy great|ceived from their fathers that lived before them, 
plenty of goodthings fhould he behave well; and}and fo upwards; things being handed down in a 
here is a tacit intimation as if his habitation hadjtraditionary way from father to fon; and though 
not been an habitation of righteoufnefs, but had|thefe fathers were dead, yet by their traditions that. 
been filled with the mammon of unrighteoufnefS,|wete preferved, they were capable of. teaching and 
with goods ill gotten, fuch as were obtained by ra-|inftructing men ; and their fayings and fentiments 
pine and oppreffion, and neither he nor his family|deferved regard, and were had in much efteem, but 
righteous; a very unjuft and iniquitous infinua-|yet being uninfpired and fallible men, were not to 
tion : the Targum paraphrafes it, and fall make the\be received without examination ; for though truth 
beauty of thy righteoufne/s perfec’; but Fob had alis of the greateft antiquity, and to be revered on 
more beautiful righteoufnefs than his own, his|that account, yet error is almoft as old as that ; and 
was but as rags, and neither pure nor perfect ;|therefore great care is to be taken how any thing is 
even the righteoufnels of Chriff, which is perfect|received purely upon the fcore of antiquity ; and 
and beautiful, and makes fuch fo, that are arrayed] great pains, diligence, and circumfpection are ne- 
with it; fee Pf. l.2. Ezek. xvi. 14. ceflary to a due fearch of the fathers, and coming 
y¥. 7. Though thy beginning was fmall, &c.| When{at their fenfe and fentiments ; and fo as to diftin- 
he firft fet out in the world; and which though it|guifh between truth and error, and get a trué 
greatly increafed, and he was the greateft man in|knowledge of facts done in antient times; fucha 
all the eaft, yet Bildad fuggefts, fhould he behave|fearch is to be made in like manner as one would’ 
well, that was comparatively {mall to what it would|fearch for gold and filver, ‘and hidden treafures. 


be with him hereafter ; and which was fact, for he} y¥. 9. For we are but of yeferday™, &c.] Which . 


meaning is, though thy beginning fhould be fmiall® ;\thers, who lived the far gteater part of them up- 
bé it fo that itis; or rather that though he fhould| wards of 900 years ; otherwife Bildad and his twa 
begin again in the world with very little, as indeed| friends were men in years ; Eliphaz fays, that with 
at prefent he had nothing to begin with, and when|them were the gray-headed and very aged men, 
he did, it was but with little ; one gave him a piece}much older than the father of ‘¥od, and Blu {peaks 
of money, and another an ear-ring of gold : yet|of himfelf as a young man, and of them as very 
thy latter end fhould greatly increafe; asit did, forjold; feech. xv. 10. and xxxii. 6. and khow nothing ; 
the Lord bleffed his latter end, and he had more| which is not to be taken in an abfolute fe fe, for 
than at the beginning, even double to what he had/they knew much of the things of nature, provi- 


in his moft flourifhing circumftances ; fee ch. xlii.|dence, and grace ; they were men of great under- 


IT, 12, &c. Bildad feems to have fpoken under ajftanding in things natural, civil, and religious, as 
ipirit of prophecy, without being fenfible of it, |appears by their difcourfes; but in eeorpaeaeiye 
and not imagining in the leaft that fo it would be. Y ith the long: live 
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“triarchs, who through the length of their days had|might fafely receive what they uttered, and depend 
much time and opportunity to make their obferva-|upon it, as truth and fact: and what they faid, as 
tions on things, to learn the arts and fciences, and|‘farchi obferves, is as follows; or what follows 
improve themfelves in all ufeful knowledge, human| Bi/dad collected from them, and fo might od, and 
and‘ divine; for which reafon od is fent to enquire|think he-heard them faying, as Pi/cator fupplies the 
of them ; whereas they had been but a little while/text, what is exprefled ia the next verfes, if not in 
jn the world, and knew but little, to whom might/their-words, yet as their fenfe. 
be applied that faying as now to men fince, ars) ¥. 11. Can the rub grow up without mire 2 &c. | 
lenza, vita brevis , and efpecially they knew.no-|No, at leaft not long, or fo as to lift up his head 
thing as it is to be known, or nothing perfectly, orjon high, as the word fignifies*; the ruth, or bul- 
#0 compar,fon of the faints in heaven ; for they that}rufh, which feems to be meant, delights in watry 
know moft here, know but in part, fee through ajplaces, and has its name in Hebrew from its ab- ° 
glafs darkly ; but in the other world, they fee face|forbing or drinking up water ; it grows in moift 
to face, and know as they are known, Mreover|and watry clay, or in marfhy places, which ¥archi 
Bildad might fay this of himfelf, and his friends, |fays isthe fenfe of the word here ufed ; the Septua- 
in a modeft manner, having learned to know them-|g7zt underftands it of the paper-reed, which, as 
felves, their weaknefs, and their folly ; and the|P/imy’ obferves, grows in the marfhy places of 
firft and great leffon of wifdom is to become fools in| Egypt, and by the ftill waters of the river Nile: 
mens own apprehenfion, in order to be truly wife,|can the flag grow without water? or the fedge*; 

having the like fenfe of themfelves as Agur had,}which ufually grows in moift places, and on the 
Prov. xxx. 2. fee 1 Cor, iii. 18. or rather this/banks of rivers ; this, unlefs in fuch places, or if 
might be faid as being the fenfe of ob concerning|without water, cannot grow long, or make any 
them, who had a very mean and indifferent opinion|very large increafe, or come to maturity ; fo fome 4 
of them ; fee ch. xii. 2. and xiii. 2. and therefore|render it, if the rufh foould grow up without, &c. 
Bildad would not have him take their fenfe of things|then it would be with it as follows. 
but enquire of perfons older and wifer: decaufe our| y. 12.. Wbilft it is yet in its greennefs, 8&c.| Be- 
days upon earth are a foadow ; man’stime israther|fore it is come to its full height, or toa proper 
mieafured by days than by months and years, being|ripenefs ; when as yet it has not flowered, or is 
fo fhort ; and thefe are called days on earth, to di-jabout it; before the time ufual for it to turn and 

 ftingvifh them from the days of heaven, which are|change ; it being without moifture, water, or wa- 
one everlafting day, in which there is no night of|try clay, will change; and mot cut down by the 
darknefs, either in a literal or figurative fenfe, and}fcythe, or cropt by the hand of man, it withereth 
which will never end; but the days of this life are|defore any other herb, of itfelf; rather fooner than 
like a foadow, dark and cbfcure ; full of the dark-}fuch that don’t require fo much moifture ; or in 
nefs of adverfity and trouble, as well as greatly de-|the fight and prefence of them, they looking on as 
ficient in the light of knowledge; there is nothing}it were, and deriding it ; a poetical reprefentation, 
in them folid and fubftantial ; the greateft and beftjas Schultens obferves : next follows the accommo- 
things of this life are but a vain fhow; in heaven/dation of thefe fimilies to wicked and hypocritical 
there is a better and more enduring fubftance : every|men. 

thing is mutable and uncertain here; man is fubject} yy. 13. So are the paths of all that forget God, 
to a variety of changes in his mind and body, in|&c.] Who forget that there is a God ; he is not 
his family and outward eftate and circumftances:|in all, and fcarce in any of their thoughts, and 
and life itfelf is but a vapour, which appears a|they live without him in the world; wN forget the 
while and foon vanifhes away; or rather like a fha-|works of God, of creation, and providence, in 
dow, that declines, is fleeting, and quickly gone ;|which there is a glorious difplay of his being and 
fee » Chron. xxix. 15. perfections ; who forget the benefits and bleffings 

¥. 10. Shall not they teach thee, and teil thee,jof his goodnefs they are every day partakers of, 

&c.} That is, the men of the former age, andjand are not thankful for them; dnd who forget 
their fathers before them, ‘fod is directed to/the word, worfhip, and ordinances of God, and 
enquire of, and to prepare for a fearch into their/follow after and obferve lying vanities, idols, and 
records and traditions; from whom he might rea-|the works of men’s hands, and worfhip them, being 
fonably expect to be taught and told things that}unmindful of the rock of their falvation : now fuch 
would be very inftructive and ufeful to him in his}men, as well as the hypocrites in the next claufe, 
prefent circumftances: and utter words out of theirjare like bulrufhes and flags, or fedge, being un- 
heart ? fach as were the effect of mature judgment} fruitful, ufelefs, and unprofitable ; and, for their 

and long obfervation, and which they had laid up}fenfuality and worldly mindednefs, ftanding in the , 
in their hearts, and brought out from their treafurej mire and clay of an unregenerate’ftate, and of car- 
there; and, with the greateft faithfulnefs and fin-|nal and worldly lufts; and though, efpecially the 
cerity, had either committed them to writing, or|latter, may carry their heads high in a profeffion of 
delivered them in a traditionary way to their pofte-|religion, and make a fair fhew in the flefh whiltt it is 
rity, to be communicated to theirs; and which}a time of outward profperity with them, but when . 
might be depended upon as true and genuine, being|tribulation arifes on the account of religion, they are 
men of probity, uprightnefs, and finglenefs of|prefently offended, and apoftatize; being deftitute of 
heart; who declared fincerely what they.knew, and|the true grace of God, and not having the root of the 
fpoke not with a double heart, having no intention /matter in them, they wither of themielves ; they foon 
to deceive, as it cannot be thought they would|drop their profeffion in the view of all good men, 
impofe upon their own children; and therefore ¥ob{comparable to herbs and green grafs, which abide in 
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their verdure, when the other are gone and are feen 
no more: and the hypocrites hope fhall perio ; who|the fpider or the hypocrite, or the hypocrite as the 


are either the fame with thofe before detcribed, whol fpider ; that is, that which is the ground of his —. 


being in profperous circumftances, forget the God|confidence, which is as the fpider’s. houfe, on that 
of their mercies they make a profeffion of, like Ye-|he fhall depend, either on his riches and outward 
foarun of old; or different perfons, as Bar Tzemach|profperity, which he promifes himfelf a long con- 
thinks, the former defigning open profane finners;|tinuance of, and from whence he’ concludes, him- 
thefe fecret ones, under the appearance of good|felf to be high in the favour and good-will of God; 
men: an hypocrite is one whofe infide is not as his}or on his works of righteoufnefs, his outward pro- 
outfide, as the Fews fay; who is outwardly righteous|feffion of religion, attendance on external worfhip, 
but inwardly wicked, has a form of godlinefs but|and a round of duties performed_by him; in thefe 
not the power of it, a name to live but dead ; thatthe trufts, on thefe he depends,’ in fuch webs he en- 
makes a thew of religion and devotion, attending|wraps himfelf, in fuch a houfe he dwells, and ima- 
the worfhip and ordinances of God in an external | 
way, as if he had great delight in him and them, 
‘when his heart is removed far from him: and fuch 
have their Hope for the prefent, of being in the fa- 
vour' of God, and of future happinefs, which is 
founded on their outward profperity, their efteem 
among men, and more efpecially their external 
righteoufhefs, and profeffion of religion; but this 
will peri/b, even both the ground of their hope, 
their riches and righteoufnefs, which come to no- 
thing, and the hope that is built thereupon finks 
jito defpair ; if not in life, as it fometimes does, 
yet always ‘at death, fee ch, xi. 20. and xxvii. 8. 


arm, leaning upon a broken reed, and building an 
houfe upon the fand: the Septuagint verfion is, if 
he prop up bis houfe, by repeated outward aéts of re- 
ligion : but it fhall not ftand ; whether it be riches, 
thefe are uncertain things, of no continuance ; there 
are no riches durable, but the unfearchable riches 
of Chrift and his grace; or whether it be a man’s 
own righteoufnefs, which he endeavours to efta- 
blifh, or make to fland, as the phrafe is, in Rom.- 
x. 3. but in vain; it is but a fandy foundation to 
build on; or the hope and confidence, Jaid upon it 
is like a houfe built on the fand, and when. rain 
Bildad feems to have Fob in ‘view here, whom helfalls, floods come, and winds beat upon it, it falls; 
efteeined an hypocrite. and, great is the fall of it, Matt. vii, 26 29. be 
¥. 14. Whofe hope fball be cut off, &¢.] . The|/hall bold it fajt.; as the worldling does his wealth 
fame thing as before, exprefied in different words,|/his gold, and“his filyer , but it is inatched out: of 
and repeated for the certainty of it; fignifying that|his hand, by one providence or another, or how= 
it fhould be of no manner of ufe, fhould be wholly|ever at laft death obliges him to part dichsies and 
loft, and iffue in black defpair: the word has the/the felf-righteous man holds faft his righteoufnefs, 
fignification of loathing, and is differently rendered, |it is his own, ‘he is fond of, an houfe of his own 
either, wham his hope foall loath*, or, who fhall\building, and can’t bear to have it demolifhed; an 
loath bis hope’; he hall fret and teaze, and vex|idol of his own fetting up, and to take it away is to 
himfelf that he fhould be fuch a fool to entertain|take away his gods; and what has he more ? 
fuch a vain hope, or to place his hope and confi-|wherefore he holds it as faft as he can, and will 
dence in fuch vain things, finding himfelf moft}not let it go till he can hold it no longer; or, be 
fadly difappointed:: and whofe iruft thall be a@ /pi-\hall fortify himfelf in it*, asin a caftle or ftrong 
ders webs or a Jpider’s houfe*, and fuch its web is|hold, which he thinks impregnable, yet will foon 
to it; having made it, it inclofes itfelf in it; and/and eafily be battered down by divine juftice: but. 
dwells fecurely : very fitly is the hope and confi-|it /hall not endure; gold perifhes, riches come to 
dence of an hypocrite compared to a fpider’s web,/nought, wealth is no enduring fubftance, ner is a 
which is a very nice and curious piece of workman-|man’s righteoufnefs lafting , only Chrift’s righteouf- 
fhip, as are the outward works. of righteoufnefs,|nefs is everlafting; true grace endures to eternal 
done by hypocrites, they are wrought out and fet|life, and iffues in it; but external gifts fpecula- 
off to the beft advantage, to be feen of men; yet/tive and rational knowledge, and a mere profeffion 
very flight and thin, and will bear no weight, fuch/of religion, fail, ceafe, and vanith away. 
are the beft works of carnal profeffors, they make| y. 16, He is green before the fun, Sc. | Which 
a fine appearance but have no fubftance, don’t fow}fome underftand of the ruth or flag, of which a 
from principles of grace, nor are done in the}farther account is given, as fetting forth more full 
ftrength of Chrift, or to the glory of God; are but|the cafe of wicked men and hypocrites ; but wa 
{plendida peccata, as one calls them, and fall infi-Jeither of thefe do not agree the fituation of it ina 
nitely fhort of bearing the weight of the falvation|garden, the fhooting forth of. its branches, and the 
of the foul: as the fpiders web is fpun out of its}height of it, and its ftrikine its roots dee in ftor 
own bowels, fo the works of fuch perfons are|places: Cocce‘us interprets A of the pa. or he 
wholly of themfelves; they are their own, done before which the flag withers, ¥. 12 but the’ | ™ 
without the grace of God and 4pirit of Chrift; and\objections, or mott of pri lie acdinitiabet alee : 
fuch webs are not fit for garments, are too thin tojrather, from the defcription of it 2 tall 1 eee 
cover naked fouls ; infufficient to fhelter from di-Jis defigned, to which hypocrites e sleeta =. 
vine wrath and vengeance ; ‘can’t bear the befom of} rifhing circumftances are compared, and yet ‘come 
juftice, one ftroke of which will fweep them all]to nothing, P/. xxxvii. 353 30 thats, en in its 
away; and though they may think themfelves fafe}leaves, and looks beautiful, fo they iss acento 
inclofed in them as ina houfe, they will find them-Jof religion, which is like green leaves without ui 
felves in the iffue wretchedly miftaken ; for there is|they make in it a fair thew in the flefh, take 
no fhelter, fafety, and fecurity, in fuch cobwebs ;/and trim the lamp of a profesliaeds enakigeinae a= 
there is none but in Chrift and his righteoufnefS. bright and fair for a time; or, like a tree full of 
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fap, or juicy’; or, as Mr. Broughton renders it,{religion, comparable to the feed fown on ftoney 
juiceful, denoting, not a fulnefs of the fpirit andj/ground, Mast. xiii. 5,6, 20. 21. and he feeth the 
his grace, or of faith, hope, love, ec. and of|p/ace of ftones; or, the houfe of fones" ; a houfe built 
righteoufnefs and goodnefs, but of outward profpe-jof ftonés, high and ftately; yet this tree rifes higher 
rity, having as much as heart could with, andjthan that, overtops and overlooks it; and is re- 
great plenty of good things laid up for many years :} prefented as viewing it thoroughly, or looking down 
and this tree is. faid to be green and juicy défore upon it, and all around it, being fo high and fo 
the fun either in.the prefence, and through the in-l{preading ; the Targum renders it implicateth the 
fluence of it, as hypocrites flourifh; even in a reli-jhoufe ot ftones; platteth, as Mr. Broughton, ot 
gious way, while the fun of profperity fhines upon}twifts about them, and fo many of the Jewifh wri- 
them, and no longer ; or openly and publickly, injtets ;» but this feems to be defigned in the for- 
the fight of all men, as this phrafe is ufed, 2 Sam.|mer’claufe: all this fuits wery well with good 
xii. 11, 12. and as fuch men do, in the view of allimen, whofe roots are wrapped about the fountain®, 
men, profeffors and profane, doing all they do tolas the words may be rendered ; about the love of 
be feen of men, and before whom they are out-|God, in which they are rooted and grounded, and 
wardly righteous, and reckoned good:men; or,{are like trees planted by rivers of water, the river 
before the fun rifes, as the Yargum and Aven Ezra,|of divine love, which refrefhes, revives, and makes 
fo hypocrites flourifh, before the fun of perfecution|{them fruitful; and about Chrift, the fountain of 
arifes and {mites them, becaufe of their profeffion,)gardens and well of living waters; in whom they 
and then they drop it ; fee Matt. xiii. 6, 21. and bis\are rooted and built up, increafe, flourifh, and are 
branch fhooteth forth in bis garden, or over* it ;\eftablifhed ; and though they are among ftones, and 
and branch may be put for branches, which in-a}attended with many diffieulties, yet they abide and 
flourifhing tree fpread themfelves to cover’a-confi-|furmount all; believe in hope againft hope, and 
derable piece of ground: Mr. Broughton renders it,|fee and enjoy, yea even dwell in the houfe of ftones, 
and bis fuckers fprout over his orchard; all which|the church of God, built on a rock, againft which 
may denote the increafe of a wicked man, in his|the gates of hell cannot prevail. 
family, in his wealth and fubftance, and particu-| y. 18. If be deftroy him from bis place, &c.] If 
Jarly in his pofterity, which are as branches andjthe fun when he is rifen {trikes the tree with fuch 
fuckers from him ; and Si/ded, if thefe are his own|vehement heat that it withers and utterly perifhes 
words, may have.refpect to fob, and to his large|from the place where it grew; or roots it up, fo 
fubftance and number of .children- he had in his|the Targum and Nachmanides, or, if God deftroys 
profperity, when he had an hedge fet about him,|the hypocrite from his place, or he is by one means 
and was inclofed as in a garden: and whereas the]or another removed out of the garden, the church, 
church of God is fometimes compared to a garden, |being detefted and reje¢ted by good men; or from 
Cant. iy..12. it. agrees very well with hypo-jall his worldly enjoyments, his honour, credit, ‘and 
crites, who have a place there, and are called hy-|efteem with men, which are all precarious, fickle, 
pocrites in Sion, where they have a name, andjand inconftant; or out of the world, being cut 
flourith for.a while : many interpreters, both Fewi/h'|down as a cumber-ground: then it fall deny him, 
and Chriftian.™, interpret this, and what follows,|{aying, J bave not feen thee; thatis, either the tree 
of truly righteous and good men undervafflictive}fhall deny that it ever was planted in fuch a place, 
providences,. who. notwithftanding «continue, andjor’ rather, the place fhall deny that the tree ever 
are not the worfe, but the better for them ; their|was planted there; the fenfe is, that it fhall be fo 
leaf of profeffion is always greez, and. withers’ not ;|utterly deftroyed, that neither root nor branch fhall 
and that defore the fun, even of adverfity and af-|be left, nor any thing to fhew that it ever grew 
fliction ; and though that beats upon them, and|there ; its place fhall know it no more, fee ch. vii. 
fimites them feverely, they are like green olive trees,|10, arid xx. g. or God fhall deny the hypocrite, and 
or the cedars of God, full of fap, full of the grace of {ay he never faw him nor knew him ; he never be- 
God,; and:continually fupplied'with it ;’and:fo pa-|longed to him, nor was under his care; he never 
tiently endure temptation and affliction, bear the|looked upon him with a look of love, grace, and 
heat and burden of the day, and arenot careful in}mercy ; he never had:any delight ‘and pleafure in 
the year of drought; fee Cant.i. 6. Pf. lit. 8. Fer.|him, nor regarded him as one of his ; he was no 
xvii. 8. fuch are planted in the garden and houfe|tree of his planting, watering, and keeping, fee 
of the Lord by himfelf, and fhall never-be rooted| Matt. vii. 23. this feems moft difficult to accom- 
up; where their branches fpread and they grow. in|modate to a good man, and thofe who carry it 
grace and in the knowledge of all divine things,|that way feem to be moft puzzled with this ; fome 
and are filled with the fruits of righteoufnefs. render it, /hall be be fwallowed; or, fhall any one 
y. 17. His roots are wrapped about the beap,|fwallow him up’ ; deftroy, or root him out of his 
&c.] The heap of ftones where the tree ftands ;| place ? none fhall : the root of the righteous cannot 
it {trikes its roots among them, and implicates and|be moved, nor they from that; not from the eyer- 
twifts them about them, and fecures itfelf and|lafting love of God, in which they are rooted, nor 
grows up notwithftanding them: and this exprefles|from Chrift, in whom they are fixed: others un- 
the feeming ftable ftate and condition of hypocrites|derftand this of the digging up of a tree, and tranf- 
for a feafon, who not only flourifh, but feem to|planting ‘it to another place, where it grows as 
take root; and who maintain their:ground: amid{ft} well, or better ; and fo the people of God, though 
_fome difficulties, this fitly agrees with, and de-|they have many ftripping providences, and are re- 
feribes fuch hearers of the word, and profeffors of|moved from place to place, and from one conditi 
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to another, fo that their former ftate and place|tempt ; he will not caft him out of his covenant, 
know them no more; yet all things work together }which is ordered in all things and fure; nor out of - 
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for their good. the hands of his Son, where he has put him, and 

y.19. Bebold, this is the joy of his.way, &c.]\from whence none can pluck; nor out of his 
Of the ftate and condition of the hypocrite, who,|family, where the fon abides for ever ; or fo as to 
whilft he is in outward profperity, exults and re-}perith eternally, this would be contrary to his love, 
joices, but his joy is but fhort, it is but for a mo-|to his fore-knowledge, and to his covenant ; fo far 
ment, ch xx. 5. and this is what it comes to atfis he from it, that he has the greateft regard for 
laft, and iffues in, even entire deftruétion from his|fuch, delights in them, admits them to nearnefs to 
place; which, becaufe it may feem ftrange and|himfelf, fets them as a feal on his heart, keeps them 
wonderful, and is worthy of notice and confideia-|as the apple of his eye, and preferves them fafe to 
tion, as well as to exprefs a certainty of it, the word{his kingdom and glory: xeizher will be help. the 
bebold is prefixed; though this alfo is underftood|evd doers ; meaning, not every one that does evil, 
by fome, of good men who have much fpirituallor fins, but fuch who live in fin, make a trade of 
joy in their prefent ftate and condition, be it what|f{tnning, are frequent and conftant in’ the commif- 
it will; they have joy and peace in believing, even|fion of it; fuch God will not help, or take by the 
joy unfpeakable, and full of glory; they have joy|4end*, in order to deliver from evil, as Gerfom ob- 
in the Lord, and in his ways in which they walk, |{erves ; to help them ‘out of mifchief and trouble 


when they have trouble in the world; they rejoice 
and even glory in tribulation, and are chearful be 
they where they will, though removed from their 
native place and country; and efpecially this will 
be their cafe, when they are tranfplanted from earth 


their fins have brought upon them; or to ftrengthen 


them, fupport and uphold them in their prefenc 


circumftances ; and much lefs, fo as to admit them 


to -fdllowfhip, and communion with him: thefe 
words, with what follow, are Bildad’s conclufion 


to heaven, the better and heavenly country: avd|upon the fayings and fentiments of the antients, 
out of the earth foall others grow ; in their room and|which may be fuppofed, and are thought by fome, 


ftead ; where the tall, flourifhing tree once ftood, 
but now utterly deftroyed, other trees fhould 
grow; fignifying, either the children of the hypo- 
crites and wicked men, that fhould fpring up in 
their place and imitate them, and come to the fame 
end; of rather, fuch’ as were ftrangers to them, 


to end at the preceding verfe, > ay 

¥. 21. Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and 
thy lips with rejoicing. Dire&ting himfelf to Fob; 
and fuggefting, that.if he was a perfeét, fincere, 
and upright man, Godwould not caft hint away 
utterly, but help him out of his prefent circum- 


that fhould inherit their fubftance and eftates; and/ftances, and reftore him to profperity; and not 
it may be good men that fhould fucceed them, andjleave him, until he had filled his heart with fo 
come into the poffeffion of all their wealth, even fuch|much joy, that his mouth and lips being alfo full 
as were before in mean circumftances, and fo mayjof it, fhould break forth in ftrong expreffions of it, 


be faid to come out of the earth: it may be ren- 
dered, out of another duft or earth fhall they grow"; 
fignifying, that the wicked fhould be utterly de- 


and in the moft exulting ftrains, as if it was a time 
of jubilee with him; fee Pf. cxxvi. 2. but Bildad 
tacitly infinuates that 7ob was not a perfect and 


ftroyed, they and theirs; and that fuch as were}good man, but an evil-doer, whom God had caft 
of another family, and as it were of another earthjaway and would not help; and this he concluded 
and country, fhould ftand in their place; fee ch.|from the diftreffed circumftances he was now in 5 
xxvii. 16, 17. this may be interpreted of good men, |which was no rule of judgment, and a very unfair’ 
who, though they die, others are raifed up in theirjway of reafoning, fince love and hatred are not to 
ftead ; God will have a feed to ferve him, as longjbe known by outward profperity and adverfity 
as the fun and moon endure; tho’ they are forced|£ccl. ix. 1. Bar Tzemach interprets Jaaghing as a 
to fly from their native place, being perfecuted tojhis own goodnefs, and rejoicing as at the evil of the 
ftrange cities, or removed into the heavenly re-|wicked. Fe 
gions, yet God raifes up others to fill up their] y. 22. Dhey that bate thee foall be clothed ob 
places, and oftentimes out of other families, even|/hame, &c.] The Chaldeans and Sabeans, who had 
of the ungodly, to fupport his caufe and intereft ;/plundered him of his fubftance, when they fhould 
and underttanding the whole of truly righteous per-/fee him _ reftored to his former profperity, beyond 
fons, feems beft to connect the fenfe with the fol-jall hope and expectation, and themfelyes liable to 
lowing words. his refentment, and under the difpleafure of provi: 
 ¥. 20. Bebold, God will not caft away a perfed|dence: the phrafe denotes utter cénfufion and 
man, &ec.] A -fincere, upright, good man; one/fuch as is vifible as the cloaths upon a marie -bagdeb 
that is truly gracious; who, though he is not per-\fee Pf cxxxii. 18. and the dwelling-place of the: 
fec in himlelf, yet in Chrift ; and though not with|wicked hall come to nought; or, fhall not be fhall 
refpect to fanétification, which is as yet imperfect/be no more; be utterly deftroyed, and: Bo eee 
in him, yet’with refpect to juftification, being per-|built up again; even fuch dwelling-places ‘they 
fectly jultified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and]fancied would continue for ever, - and perpetuate. 
all his fins pardoned for his fake: fuch an one God|their names to the lareft pofterity ; but the curfe of 
will never ca/t away, not out of his fight, being|God being in them, and upon them, they aiaete 


engraven on the palms of his hands, nor out of his|nothing, and are no more: thus ends Bélded’s 
heart’s love; or will not /oath* him, as the Yar-|fpeech ; Yod’s anfwer to it follows. =  —° - 
gum, or reject him with abhorrence and con- . Oi OOM, 
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friends, and infifts upon it, that God afflicts both 


Ch.ix .1—3. ¥ 0B. agg 


rie. Ts 


Si ih HIS and the following chapter contain 70d’s 
anfwer to Bildad, and in this he afferts the 
{trict juftice of God; which is fuch, that no man 
can be juft in his fight, not being able to anfwer to 
one charge, or for one fin; of a thoufand he is 
guilty of, ¥. 1—3. and that fuch are his wifdom and 
power, that the moft daring man cannot expect to 
fucceed in an oppofition to him, y. 4. inftances are 
given of his power in the works of nature and pro- 
vidence, ¥. 5—10. notice is taken of the imper- 
ceptiblenefs of his actions and motions, and of his 
fovereignty in all his ways, ¥. r1, 12. and of his 
fierce wrath and anger, which is fuch as obliges the 
proudeft of men to ftoop under him ; and therefore 
Fob chofe not to contend in a judicial way with him, 
but in a fuppliant manner would intreat him, fince 
his hand was fo heavy upon him, y. 13—21. he 
affirms, in direct oppofition to Bildad and his 


themfelves, and with refpeét to their own righteouf- 
nefs: for, to de ju/t, is not to be fo through an in- 
fufion of righteoutnefs and ‘holinefs into men, which 
in the beft of men is their fanctification and not 
their juftification; but this is a law-term, and 
ftands oppofed to condemnatien, and fignifies a 
man’s being adjudged and pronounced righteous in 
a judiciary way; fo a man cannot be adjudged, 
reckoned, or accounted by God upon the foot of 
works of righteoufnefs done by him ; fince his beft 
works are imperfeét, not anfwerable to the law, 
but very defective, and fo not juftifying 5 are op- 
pofite to the grace of God, by which, in an evan- 
gelic fenfe, men are juftified; thefe would encou- 
tage boafting, which is excluded in God’s way of 
juftifying finners; and could juftification be by 
them, the death of Chrift would be in vain, and 
there would have been no need of him and his ju- 
ftifying righteoufnefs: efpecially, it is a certain 
thing, that a man can never be ju/t, or juftified with 
Ged, in fuch a way, or through any righteoufnefs 
wrought out by him; that is, either, he is not and 
cannot be juft in comparifon of God; for, if the 
inhabitants of the heavens are not pure in his fight, 
the holy angels; and if man, at his beft eftate, was 
altogether vanity when compared with him, what 
mutt finful mortals be ? or not be juft at his bar ; 
fhould he mark their iniquities, enter into judg- 
ment with them, or an action againft them, fum- 
mon them before him to anfwer to charges he has 
to exhibit; they could not fland before him, or go 
off acquitted or difcharged: orin his account ; for 
his judgment is according to truth; he can never 
reckon that a perfect righteoufnefs which is an im- 
perfect one: or in his fight; for, though men may 
be juft in comparifon of others, or at an human 
bar, in an human court of judicature, and in the 
account of men, and in their fight, to whom they 
may appear outwardly righteous, as well as in 
their own fight; yet not in the fight of God, who 
fees all things, the heart and all in it, every action, 
and the {pring of it; fee Pf. cxliii. 2. Rom. iii. 20. 
in this fenfe, a man can only be juft with. God 
thro’ the imputation of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
accounting that to him, putting it upon him, and. 
cloathing him with it, and fo reckoning and pro- 
nouncing him righteous through it ; and which is 
entirely confiftent with the juftice of God, fince by 
it the law is fulfilled, magnified, and ‘made ho- 
nourable, and juftice fatisfied ; fo that God is juft, 
whilft he is the juftifier of him that believes in 
Fefus, Rom. iii. 26. 

¥. 3. If he will contend with him, &c.| If God 
will contend with man, fo Sephorno, enter into a 
controverly with him, litigate and difpute the point 
in law, whether he is juft or no, man cannot an~ 
{wer to the allegations he will produce ; or if man 
fhould contend with God, a pottherd ftrive with its 
maker, to what purpofe would it be? he could 
never avail himfelf by fuch a procedure ; the match 
is unequal, there is no ftriving or contending with 
God in a judicial way : be cannot anfwer bim one of 
a thoufand; which fome underftand, that God will 
not anfwer men ; he will not vouchfafe to give an an- 
{wer to fuch that plead with him, or talk with him 


the righteous and the wicked; yea, gives the earth 
to the latter when he flays the former, ¥. 22—24. 
he then obferves the fhortnefs of his days, and com- 
plains of his heavy afflictions, ¥. ¢5—28. and con 
cludes, that it was in vain for him to expect his 
caufe to be heard before God, there being no days- 
man between them; and wifhes that the dread of the 
divine majefty might be taken from him, and then 
he would freely and without fear fpeak unto him, 


¥. 29-35: 


y. 1. Then Fob anfwered and faid,| Without 
taking notice of Bi/daa’s harfh expreffions and {fe- 
vere cenfures, or his unfriendlinefs to him; he en- 
ters directly into the argument, grants fome things, 
confutes others, and defends hinifelf and his con- 
duct. 

¥. 2. I know it is fo of a truth, &c.] That is, 
that God is juft, and does not pervert juftice and 
judgment, as Bildad had obferved, ch. viii. 3. Yod 
was a man of great natural parts and capacity ; he 
had a large fhare of knowledge of things, natural, 
civil, and moral; and he was a good man, in 
whom the true light of grace fhined ; and being en- 
lightened by the ipirit of wifdom and revelation, in 
the knowledge of divine things, he knew much of 
God, of his being and perfeétions, and of the me- 
thods of his grace, efpecially in the juftification of 
nien, as appears by various paffages in this chapter; 
he knew that God was juft and holy in all his ways 
and works, whether of providence or grace; and 
this he kept in fight amidft all his afflictions, and 
was ready to acknowledge it: he knew this of a 
truth; that is, moft certainly ; for there are fome 
truths that are fo plain and evident that a man may 
be affured of, and this was fuch an one with Fod ; 
he had no need to be inftruéted in this article; he 
was as knowing in this point, as well as in others, 
as Bildad or any of his friends ; nor did he need to 
be fent to the ancients to enquire of them, or to 
prepare himfelf for the fearch of the fathers, in or- 
der to acquire the knowledge of this, to which 
Bildad had adviled : yet, though this was fo clear 
a point, about which there was no room for farther 
conteft ; du¢ then the matter is, how fhould man be 
juft with God? if not angels, if not man in his 
belt eftate, in which he was vanity when compared Jof his judgments in providence, or pretend to vindi- 
with God ; then much lefs frail, feeble, mortal, |cate them{elves, their ways, and their works, before: 
finful men, even the beft of men, confidered in}him ; but this fenfe feems contrary to Fer. xii. 1, 5 

Vor. UI. N* 8. Rt? Ezek. 
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Ezek, xviii. 25. but the meaning is, that man can- 
not anfwer God; either not one man out of a thgu- 
fand, that is, none at all; unlefs, by.one ofa 
thouland, is meant the interpreter, on¢é among a 
thoufand, even the Meffiah, the chiefeft among 
ten thoufand; the one man of a thoufand, Solomon 
found upon fearch $ fee Job xxxiii. 23. Cant. v. 
10, Eccl. vii. 28. he indeed has made himfelf re- 
fponfible for his people; as their furety, and was able 
to anfwer for them; and he has anfwered for them, 
and niade fatisfaction for their fins ; it was exacted, 
or required, that is, a full payment of their debts, 
of a plenary Satisfaction for their fins, and be an- 
fwered , according to J/. lili. 7. but rather the fenfe 
is, that a man cannot anfwer, either one time of a 
thoufand ", or one argument to one article exhibited, 
or to one objection or charge of a thoufand brought 
againft him by the law orjuitice of God; thatis, forone 
fin of a thoutand he has committed; fo Mr. Brougb- 
ton renders it, to one thing of a thoufand™ ; this 
fugeetts that the fins of men are numerous their 
debts are many, they are more than ten thoufand 
talents, which they are not able to anfwer to, or 
pay off, no not one of them ; their iniquities are 
more than the hairs of their head, they cannot be 
underftood or reckoned: and now a man cannot 
anfwer for one of a thoufand, or the millions:ot 
fins he is guilty of 5: he cannot deny them, he can- 
not excufe.them, he cannot make fatisfaction for 
any one of them; they-are committed againft: an 
infinite Being, and. require an ‘infinite fatisfaction, 
which man cannot«give; they are violations of a 
Jaw, and injuries to divine juftice, that no man is 
able to atone for ; whatever obedience he is capable 
of, or does perform, God has a prior right unto it, 
and therefore can never anfwer for former tranf- 
ereffions; this being the cafe, finful man cannot 
be juft with God upon the foot of his works, which 
is the thing this obfervation is made to illuftrate: 


is the Almighty; he has a mighty arm and ftrong 
rand ; and unle/s a man had a ftrong arm like him, 
ris own right hand can never fave him, or his own - 
ighteoufnels juftify him ; wherefore, to what pur- 
pofe is it for a feeble man to contend and ftrive with 


fhould- they come together in judgment ?’ and what 
a vain thing muft it be to fet a time for it, fince, 
if we fpeak of ftrength, lo he is ftrong? fee y. 19, 
32. and ch. xl. g—14. who hath hardened himfelf 
againft him, and bath profpered? either by behavin 
proudly and infolently to him, as Pharaoh, Senna- 
rherib, and others, by {peaking hard words againft 
him, as the Yews in the times of Malachi; and 
fuch hard fpeeches ungodly finners utter againft 
God, Chrift, his gofpel, ordinances, people, ways} 
and ‘worfhip, of which they will be convinced, and. 
for which they will be condemned at'the laft jud _ 
ment; and by bold and daring aéts of fin, running 
pon the thick bofies of his buckler, giving them- 
felvesyup to commit all uncleannefs with greedinels. 
and making a covenant with hell and an abresment. 
with death, and fo'think themfelves {af and fecure 


ceeded as they promifed themfelves, buf"¢ame to 
ruin and deftruction : or bad peace*, or found quief- 
nefs,as Mr. Broughton : there is no peace to wicked 
men, true, folid? peace, either here’ or’ heteafter 
when they cry: Pah ctyton Prout themfelves much 
of it, deftruétion comes;"and if God *¥fets’ home 
the guilt of fin upon their confciences, the load of 
it is intolerable; it finks them into defpair, and 
what then will be the worm that diethnot? 
¥. 5. Which removeth the mountains, &e.] eTh * 
and what follow are inftances of the power of God 
and are full proofs of his being mighty in ftrength ; 
and may be underftood, either literally, ‘not onl : 
of what God is able to do if he will, but of what 
he has done; and hiftory’ furnifhes us with in- 
man’s obedience is fo fhort, and God’s command-|}{tances of mountains being removed from one place 
ment or law fo very broad, that thefe two can ne-{to another; and Scheuchzer* makes mention of 4 
ver be brought to meet, agree together, or anfwer village in Helvetia,-called Plurium, which, in 1618 
to one another; and therefore it may be ftrongly}was covered with the fudden fall of a mouncain 
concluded thata man is juftified, if ever he is juftifiedjand fwallowed up in the earth, with 1800. thRALAC 
at allin thefight of God, by faith in Chrift and}tants, and not the leaft trace of it to be feen any more; 
his righteoufnefs, without the deeds of the law,}and in the facred’ feriptures is a prediction of Maik 
Rom. ii. 28. mount of Olives being removed from its place, one 
¥.4. He is wifelin heart, &c.] Originally, ef-]half to the north and the other to the fouth, Zech, 
fentially, truly, really, and perfectly fo; he is the}xiv. 4. and ‘fofephus* gives a relation much like it, 
only, and the allwife'God; his underftanding is}as in fact ; befides, Fob’ may have refpect to what 
infinite; he is able to traverfe all the fchemes of|had been done in his times, or before them, and 
men, in things civil or religious, and difappoint|particularly at the univerfal deluge, which Cover 
all their devices ; for though there be ever fo many|the tops of the higheft’ ‘mountains and hills, and 
of them, or be ever fo deeply laid; the counfel of}very probably wafhed away fome from their lacee 
the Lord, that fhall ftand ; for there isno wifdom, jorelic it may be underftood proverbially, Me ie 
underftanding, ' or counfel againft him; and there-|Lord’s doing things marvellous and furptifin and 
fore it is in vain to contend with him: he is fo wife}which are impoffible and impracticable ee He 
and knowing, that he fees and knows all that is in}fee Mast. xvii. 20. 1 Cori xiii. 2.!or rather fie 3 
man, or is: done by him, whether in public or in|tively; of kingdoms and mighty kings, as the Tar- 
private ; there is not athought in his heart, nor algwm, comparable to mountains fot'their héig t and 
word’on his tongue, nor:an action in his life and|ftrength, who yet are removed by God’ at his plea- 
converfation, but whatvhe is thoroughly acquainted |fure 5: fee Zech. iv. 7. Rev. xvi.Zo. and they | ] 
with ; and every one of thefe he will bring into judg-|#or-, when they are removed, ‘and how'it is done j 
ment : how therefore is it poffible that finful men|it is’ imperceptible’; either he iba ae 
fhould be juft in the fight‘of fach a ‘wife and: holy Henfible of it, - or the inhabitants of the’‘mountains, 


sy 


him ? and fince he is not a man, as’ he is, how . 


at all events; but fuch never profpered and fuc- © 


Being, upon the fcore “of his own righteoufhefs ?]as. Bar Tzemach; ‘or men, the ‘common fort of ~~ 


and mighty in flrength ; he is the moft mighty ; he}men, ‘the multitude, as’ Gerfom :"R. Saadiab Gaon 
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interprets it/of removing the men of the ‘mountains, |from its being expanded, fpread, and ftretched out, 
dnd they know it not: which overturneth them in jover the earth and all around it; and feems chiefly 
his anger , for the fins of men, which was the’ cafe |to defign the zther or atmofphere;. which is a fine, 
of the old world: Mr. Broughton renders it, that {thin matter and fubftance {fpread around us, and 
men cannot mark bow be bath removed them out of|which is fometimes fpread with clouds ; this is {aid 
their place in bis anger. to be {tretched out like a curtain and a tent to dwell 

¥. 6. Which foaketh the earth out of ber place,\in, tents being made of curtains fpread out, J/. xl: 
&c.] Cando it, and will do’ ir at the laft day,}21. and the allufion may be toa military tent, the 
when it fhall be utterly broken down, clean dif-|pavilion ofa general of an army, as Pineda ob- 
folved, and réel to‘and fré like a drunkard, andj}{erves, from whence’ Jehovah plays his artillery 
be removed%as a cottage, and’ which ¥obx in alupon his enemies, thunder, lightening, hailftones, 
vifion faw flee away from the prefence of him thatjand. coals of fire fee Pf xviii. rr—14. this re- 
fat upon the throne, J/. xxiv. 19; 20. Rev. xx, 11.|f{peéts not fo much the firft creation, or fpreading 
for this cannot be underftood of earthquakes in|of the air or the heavens, as the continuance thereof; 
common, which are only partial, and don’t remove|God continues to ipread them, er to keep them 
the earth out of its plac, only fhake fome parts of|/{pread, that they may not be rolled up as a fcroll, 
it; and this may alfo refer to the time of the flood, jor folded up as a garment, as they will be, Hed. i. 
when the earth received fome change and alteration}12. and this he does alone, without the help of 
in its fituation, as Mr. Burnet in his Theory of the|any creature, angels or men; any piece of tapeftry 
Earth obferves ; and the apoftle Peter fuggeftsjor carpet, that is large, is not eafily fpread alone 5 
fomething of this kind, when he diftinguifhes 'the}but what power muft the vait expante of the heavens 
prefent earth from the former, which he fays ftood|require, to be fpread alone and continued fo? no- 
out of the water and in‘it, but the prefent earth|thing lefs than infinite; fee J. xliv. 24. fome ren- 
not fo, but is referved for fire, 2 Pet. iii. 5,6, 7.|/der it which boweth the beavens*, as the fame word 
and the pillars thereof tremble; the center or lower}is rendered’in P/. xviii. gs which he does when he 
parts of it, fee Pf. Ixxv. 3. ~ |}fills them with clouds, fo that they feem to hang 

¥. 7. Which commandeth the fun, and it rifetb\low, and to be inclined towards the earth: and 
not, &c.] Either he could do it if he would, by a|tveadeth upon the waves of the fea*; which he did at 
- word fpeaking, as he ordered it to ftand ftill in the|the firft creation, when the waters that covered the 
times of ‘fo/hua, and caufed ‘the fhadow to return] face of the earth were, by his order, colle¢ted into. 
ten degrees it had gone back in the dial of 4baz,injone place, and there fhut up, and reftrained from 
the times of Hezekiah; or elfe the fenfe is, it rifles overHowing the earth andowhich reftraint, “as 
not at' any “other time and place but when and it is an acty of power over them, is defigned by 
where‘he conimands it ; or he commands it not to|treading upon’ them, and: a-continued a& may ‘be 
rife in the fame place at one time of the year as .at|the rather meantoheres fee Gen. i. 8, 9. Fob'xxxviiid 
another, ‘and it rifés not; of this may be underftood|10, 11. Fer.v. 221 and when:the waves of it lare 
of eclipfes, ’ oF of its being: covered: with clouds in lifted up as high as they fometimes. are, by ftrong 
tempefttious weather for a confiderable time toge- and ftormy winds, the Lord on high is mightier 
ther, when it*feems a$ if it was not rifen’:’ fome}than they,*he treads upon:themand reprefles'them; 
think this refpects’the three days’ darknefs in Azypt,|he rules their raging, itills theirnoife, and makes 
when the Hraclites were there; which was a littlejthem fimooth, calm, and quiet, Pf. Ixv. ‘7. and 
before, or about’ the time of Jods or rather,» i¢ re-}Ixxxix. 9. ‘and xeiii.. 3, 4. ‘this none ‘but God. can 
fers to the‘ general’ flood, “in the times of Joab, do: the-£gyptian hieroglyphic’ of ‘doing’ a’ thing 
when it rained’ forty days and forty nights, during} impoffible, ‘was a man’s walking upon water®; the 
which time’the fan appeared‘not, and fo feerned as} heathens chofe not'to deferibe even their god: of the 
if-it was not’ rifen’s fee Amos, viii. 9. Herodotus , 


fea; Neptune, by walking’on it, as being too great 
telates, from the memoirs ‘of ‘the Egyptians, that}for him; but by fwimming '; of Chrift’s walking: 
the fun ‘rofe four times out ofits ‘ufual ‘courfe;|upon, the’ fea, fee Matt; xiv. 25. ‘it may-be ren- 
twice it’ rofe’ where’ it ‘now fets,- and twice “it fet dered, the bigh places of ‘the Seas the waves “of. it, 
where it now rifes: and fealeth up the ‘fiars’; either| when mounted to a great height: by the wind); “fo 
by the ‘light ‘of ‘the fun ‘inthe day-time,° which} Mr. Broughton, the high waves. of the fea, fee Pf. 
hides then that ‘they’ aré* not vifible, or’by dark|cvii. 25, 26. there is a copy, as the lefler Ma/orab 
clouds arid temhpeftuous weather'in the night; fuch|obferves, which reads, upom tbe bigh places of the 
a feafon as that was in whieh: the ‘apoftle Paul and| cloud*, fee If, xiv. 14. and .Gerfom interprets thefe 
the mariners with“ him weré,? when neither-fun nor| high places, of the heavens, and of God’s giving 
ftars appeared for many days; Aé/s'xxvii. 20. andjrain from-thence. 1m Q9 3d MUIR. 90 
fo the Targdm paraphrales “it, ced <* fealeth”up the) yg. Which maketh Aréurus, &e.) By which 
ars with clouds’;” ‘this *nvay alforrefer to the time|is meant'not’a fingle ftar, but a collection of ftarsy 
of the flood, during the® rain“of forty. days and|as Bar Tzemach and Ben Melech, a conttellationy 
mights, Ger. vii.{4—1 2. or to! the’-annual: motion] hence weitead ‘of Aréurus and his fons, ch. xxxviiiy 
of the fun throweh ‘the’ ot ee the} 32.: dbem Ezra underftands it of the feven ftars,? 
point of the 'fun’s'rifing ‘at “fetting vary, ‘and is] but thefe’are thought to be meant by the Pleiades,: 
the reafOd whyfome fars appear! in fummer and] after mentioned ;. this ‘conftellation’ is»about: the 
dré fealed up in winter, “and othersthat are feen-in| Arctic or’ northern. pole, in the tail of ‘the »bear, 
winter’ dre hot-vifible in furnmer’s ‘and fo»Cocceius| appears! in'the beginning’ of September, ’and \brings 
inderprees ge, YO2 OTD garni ) (oo: ftovrmy -weather, when winter’ is at-hand4 Origa, 
and Pliades; the former of thefe alfo. is: nota’ 


= iB. With alone (preaderb-out the heavens, 80.4, : 
Phe <expaiiey or what wé'¢ommonly tranflate’ fr-| fingle ftar, but.a conftellations by the help of a tele- 
mamebt ; but has its name in the Hebrew language, |{cope no lefs than 200 are numbered, and in He- 


brew 

y 2 1 .~S thet sD ,etokt oi -.2 J Sigg! 
* Euterpe, 2 Cok A Tue _£ pu’ MDI inclinat celum, Pifcator. Ct comm a | a by fupéer excelfa 
dav satan bf feidie, fammitates maris, Tigurine verfions celfos yertices maris, Schultens. ¢ Ords Apollo, 
apud Bolduc. © ~ f Cicero de natura deorum, 1.2. > © ® Legitur & yy pro £5) i.e, fuper extelfas nubss, Vatablus.: 
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brew it is called Cefil; hence the month Ciflee bas|had a ‘concern in all that befel him, but he could 
its name, which anfwers to part of November and {neither fee nor comprehend him, nor account for 
part of December, at which time this conftellation|his dealings with him: he had paffed Zy him in his 
is feen, and is attended with ftormy weather ; hence|ftate of nature, and had looked gracioufly on him, 
Virgil calls it Nimbofus Orion’: and the latter are)and had faid unto him live; he had paffed on from 
what we call the Seven Stars, fometimes by writers|him, and hid his face fo that he could not fee him, 


called Vergilie, becaufe they appear in the {pring ; 
and have their name of Pleiades from failing, be- 


nor find him backward nor forward, on the right- 
hand, nor on the left, where he ufed to work, fee 


caufe at this time of year mariners go out with theirjch. xxiii. 2, 8, 9 


fhips ; though fome fay this conftellation is not fa- 
vourable to them, caufing rains and tempefts *; 
thefe three divide the whole year : and the chambers 
of the fouth; the ftars in the fouthern hemifphere, 
about the 4ntaraic, or fouthern pole ; and called 
chambers, as Aben Ezra obferves, becaufe hidden, 
and are not feen by thofe in the other hemiiphere, 


as if they were in a chamber: now the making of 


thefe is rightly afcribed to God, who made all the 
ftars, Gen. i. 16. though this may rather regard 
the continuance of them in their being, who calls 
them by name, brings out their hoft by number, 
direéts their courfe, keeps them in their orbs, and 
preferves their influence. ( 

y. 10. Which doth great things paft finding out, 
&c.} In heaven and earth 3 great as to quantity 
and quality, not to be thoroughly fearched out fo 
as to tell their numbers, nor explain and exprefs 
the nature of them to the full; even what he has 
done, and does in creation, providence and grace : 
yea, and wonders without number fach as are amaz- 
ing to men, who cannot account for them, and fo 
many, that they cannot number them. The fame 
things are faid by Eliphaz, ch. v. g. where fee the 
note; and which eb here repeats to fhew, that he 
agreed with him, and was ready to own what was 
truth, whenever expreffed by him or his friends, 
and efpecially fuch as made for the glory of the 
divine Being. 

v.11. Lo, he goeth by me, and I fee him not, 
&c.] This is expreffive of the invifibility of God ; 
for though the angels in heaven always behold his 
face, and men in the works of creation, may fee his 
eternal power and Godhead, and other perfections 
of it difplayed therein ; and faints by faith have a 
comfortable and delightful view of him, of his 
countenance, his love, grace and mercy in his word 
and ordinances, and efpecially in the face and per- 
fon of Chrift, the image of the invifible God, and 
will in heaven moft clearly fee him as he is, in 
the greater difplay of his glory, and his grace; yet 
his effence is invifible, not only not to be feen with 
corporeal eyes, but not to be comprehended in the 
mind: he pajfeth on alfo, but I perceive him not , 
this going and paffing on, as afcribed to God, mutt 
be underftood in confiftence with his omniprefence ; 
he cannot be thought to move from place to place 
who is every where, who fills heaven and earth 
with his prefence, and there is no going from it: 
local motion cannot be faid of him; but this re- 
{pects the operations of his providence ; he is con- 
tinually working all around us, by fupporting us 
in.being, and fupplying us with what we want, 
and fo is near us, and yet we fee him not: Fob ex- 
perienced the bounties of his providence, as well as 
the bleffings of his-grace in the time of his profpe- 
rity, and now he felt the weight of his afflicting hand 
upon him ; but yet as to his effence, he could not 
fee him 5 he was fenfible that he was nigh him, and 


4 ZEneid. 1.1. Vid, Horat. Carmin. 1. 3. ode 27, epod. 15. 


k ————~ pleiadum chorg 
Scindente nubes. Horat. Carmina, 1. 4. ode 14. 
& Tremellius, Cocceius, 


¥. 12. Bebold, be taketh away, &¢.] There are 
fome things God never takes away trom his peo- 
ple; he never takes away his love from them, he 
always refts in that towards them, let them be in 
what condition they will; he never takes away his 
grace from them, when once beftowed on them, 
or wrought in them; he never takes away his fpe- 
cial gifts of grace, particularly the unfpeakable gift 
of his fon Chrift Jefus, which is that good part 
when chofen, which fhall not be taken away; nor 
any of the fpiritual bleffings wherewith they are 
bleffed in Chrift; thefe are irreverfible and irrevo- 
cable: but temporal bleffings he takes away at 
pleafure ; fo he had taken away the children, the 
fervants of Fob, his fubftance, wealth, and riches, 
and alfo his bodily health, to which he may have 
a particular refpect ; yea, when it pleafes him, he 
takes a man out of the world, as the Zargum and 
Gerfom interpret it: who can hinder him? he does 
what he pleafes in heaven and earth; his will is 
irrefiftible, his power is uncontroulable; there is no 
turning his mind, nor ftaying his hand, nor turning 
it back ; when he works, none can let or hinder. 
Mr. Broughton tranflates it, who /hall make bim re- 
ore‘? if a man takes away what he has no right 
to, he may be obliged by law to reftore it; but 
whatever God takes away he has a right unto, be 
it relations and friends, health or wealth; if he 
pleafes he can reftore, and does; and as he did to 
Fob, to whom he after gave twice as much as he 
had before ; but then he is not obliged to do it, 
none can force him to it: who will fay unto him, 
what doft thou ? not one that knows what God is,ar 
that knows himfelf a creature of his; no perfon will 
chufe or dare to afk what God does, or why he 
does this and not another thing, or why this in 
the manner he does it; for he gives no account 
of his matters to the fons of men, nor is he obliged 
to it, and it would be infolent in them to require 
it, fee ch. xxxiil. 13, Daz. iv. 35. this exprefles 
his fovereignty. 

y. 13. If God will not withdraw his anger, &c.} 
Or God will not withdraw bis anger™, he is angry, 
or at leaft feems to be angry with his own people, 
in their apprehenfion, when he affliéts them and 
hides his face from them, or does not immediately 
appear to their relief and affiftance ; but this does 
not always laft; he does not retain or keep anger 
for ever; but fhews great mercies to them, and 
with everlafting kindnefs has mercy on them, by 
difcovering his love to them, applying his pardon- 
ing grace and mercy, and comforting them with 
the confolations of his Spirit ; but then he is angry 
with the wicked every day, for their continual 


tranfgreffions; and he never withdraws his an 


from them, neither here nor hereafter, but punifhes 
them with everlafting deftruction, and cafts them. 
into everlafting fire, to which his wrath and anger 
are compared: the confequence of which js, the 


proud 


1 So Beza, Pagninus, Montanus, Bolducius, fanius se 
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proud helpers do foop under him , or the helpers of pof the righteoufnelS of his caufe, that Yb made 
pride, or helpers of proud mén; proud, wick-| no fuppofition of, but ftrongly afferted and deter- 
ed and ungodly men, who combine together and} mined to hold it faft as long as he lived; nor of 
help one another againft God, his people, caule|his evangelic righteoufnefs, the righteoufnels of 
and intereft; men of power, rule and, government, | faith he was acquainted with, even the righteoufnefs 
as Aven Ezra explains it; civil magiftrates, men | of his living Redeemer, by which he knew he was, 
in authority, who inftead of being terrors to evil}and fhould be juttified ; and by which righteouf- 
doers, encourage them, and help them forward in}nefs he could, and did anfwer God as every be- 
their wickednefs ; but though both thofe that help, |liever may, who making mention of this righ- 
and thoie that are holpen, may continue for a while; | teoufnefs, and of this only, fach an one may plead 
and be fupported, yet they fhail fooner or later fall | the rizhteoufhefs of Chriit with God as his juttify- 
under the mighty hand of God, his power and|ing one, and hold it up againft all charges brought 
wrath, and’ be crufhed by it. Some regard may jagainft him; yea, by prefenting this to God by 
be had either to the giants, the men of the old} faith, he anfwers all the demands of the law of 
world, who filled the earth with violence, and|God, both with refpect to the precepts and penalty 
were iwept away with the flood; or rather to the] of it, it being magnified and made honourable here- 
builders of Babel, who helped one another to build} by, and all that the juttice of God can require, and 
a tower to make them: a name, and fecure them- } with which it is entirely fatisfied ; yea, this righteouf- 
felves, and in oppofition to God; but he. being | nefs will anfwer to God for him in atime to come, 
angry with them, made them defift, and they bow- |in the laft judgment : but ¥ob {peaks of his own 
ed under him. ' Some render it, the belpers of Ra-|legal and civil righteoufnefs, as a good man, and 
kab that is, of Egypt °, Rabab being a name of|a good magiftrate ; as the latter, he put on righ- 
Egypt, Pf \xxxvii. 4. If li. 9. The devils are|teoufnefs, and it clothed him ; as the former, hav- 
meant, whofe fin was pride, and by which they|ing grace, the root of the matter in him, as he 
fell, and which they have endeavoured to promote | calls it, it taught him to live foberly, righteoufly 
and cherifh among men; but thefe proud fpirits |and godly ; he was a man that feared God, and 
are caft out of heaven and into hell, where they are|efchewed evil; and his fenfe is, that though he 
referved in chains of darknefs to the great judg-| fhould fo well behave in every refpect, and {fo or- 
ment ; and are obliged, whether they will or no,| der his converfation aright before men, that they 
to ftoop to the Lord, and even to the Son of God | could have nothing to lay to his charge, yet he would 
in human nature, which their proud ftomachs can-|not bring fuch a righteoufnefs before God, and 
not well bear; but are forced to it, the anger of] pretend to anfwer him with it ;-for he®knew that 
God lying upon them, and his wrath, which will} tuch a righteoufnefs is no righteoufnefs in the fight 
never be withdrawn from them. of God, in the eye of his law, and in the account 

¥.14. How much lefs foall I anfwer him, &c.]\ of divine juttice, being not only imperfect but im- 
Who is wife in heart, and mighty in ftrength, and] pure; not only rags, but filthy ones, attended 
has done and does the many things before related ;| with many fins, as well as. imperfection ; where- 
who is invifible, pafies by, and onwards infenfibly ;}fore no good man will put- his caufe before God 
fo that there is no knowing where to fpeak to him,]on fuch an iffue, however he may before men; 
or how to guard againft him, fince he can come on| nay, Yod feems to carry this point yet farther, that 
on every fide, at an unawares, and unfeen; and}though he had a finlefs righteoufnefs of his own, 
who is a fovereign Being, who can do, and does,|and were as righteous as ddam before his fall, or 
whatever he pleafes ; and therefore there is no fuch|the holy angels in heaven, yet he would not infitt 
thing as difputing any point with him, or calling | upon fuch a righteoufnefs before God, or pretend 
him to an account for any thing done by him :|to anfwer him with it; for he knew that the in- 
and if the great men of the earth, proud and|habitants of the heavens, and fo man in his para- 
haughty tyrants, and thofe prouder {pirits, if poffi-|dife on earth, in his beft eftate, were not pure in 
ble, the infernal principalities and powers, are obli-|his fight, but chargeable with folly and imperfec- 
ged to bend and ftoop to him; how fhould fuch| tion, in comparifon of him: and when he fays he 
a poor, weak, feeble creature as od was, enter| could not an/wer him, his meaning is not, that he 
the lifts with him, contend with God, and argue} would not anfwer to a queftion that was afked him, 
with him about his difpenfations, or anfwer to any|but that he would not anfwer him in a judicial 
argument, objection, charge or article exhibited | way ;. that if he fhould prefer a bill againit him, 
againft him; here ¥sb.fpeaks humbly and meanly | he would not put in an anfwer to it, tho’ he knew 
of himielf, as he in thewhole context before fpeaks | nothing by himfelf,and could not charge himéelf with 
highly of God, between whom there was no com- |any thing wrong in thought, word, or deed ; yet if 
parifon: and chufe out my words to reafon with|God charged him withit, he would not reply again{t 
bim ? faggefting, that fhould he pick out words|him, he would not contradict him, he would not 
the moft fit and proper to be ufed, and put them | anfwer again, or litigate the point with him, but 
together in the moft exact order, and which had the} give it up; becaufe, though he might not know 
greateft force of perfuafion and ftrength of reafon-|he had done any thing amifs, or. there was imper- 
ing in them, yet they would be of no avail with | fection in him, yet God who was greater than his 
God ; thefe could have. no influence upon him to |heart, and knows all things, is the heart-fearching 
turn his mind, or alter either his purpofes or his pro-| and rein-trying God, he knew better than he did, 
vidences ; and therefore concluded it was beft for him} and therefore was determined to fubmit to him, 
to be filent and make no reply ; but if he faid any | and be fet down by him what he was: but I would 
thing, to do it in a fupplicating way, as follows. | make fupplication to my judge; that is, to God the 

¥.15. Whom, though 1 were righteous, yet would judge of the whole earth ; and who is particularly 
I not anfwer, &c.| ‘Vhis is not to be underftood] the judge of his own people, their patron and de- 


fender, 
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fender, their judge and law-giver, who will fave 
them ; for though he is a juft God, and a righ- 
teous judge, yet a faviour; and it is one of the 
privileges of his people, that they can come to 
him, not only as the God of all grace, and as their 
God and Father in Chrift, but to him as to God 
the judge of all, Heb. xii. 23. and lay their cafe 
before him, and intreat his protection ; and this 
ob chofe to do rather than contend with him ; for 
by /upplication, prayer is meant, as it frequently is 
in both Teftaments; and it fignifies fuch prayer as 
confifts of petitions for grace and mercy, or for 
things to be beftowed in a way of grace and mercy ; 
not according to merit, but mercy ; not for works 
of righteoufnefs done, but through the favour and 
good-will of God; and which prayer is put up in 
a humble fupplicant manner, acknowledging a 
man’s unworthinefs, that he is not deferving of the 
leaft of mercies, nor expects any on account of 
any worth or worthinefs in him, or his fervices ; 
and in fuch a way a man prevails more with God, 
and is moft likely to fucceed than by contending 
with him in a judicial way. acob had power 
with God and prevailed, but it was by weeping 
and fupplication, fee Ho/. xii. 4. fo Mr. Broughton 
reads the words, ‘* I would crave pity of my judge.” 
Some render it, my adverfary?, the oppofite party 
in a court of judicature, whom he would not con- 
teft with, but fupplicate, and in the way make up 
matters with him. ‘ob feems refolved to take fuch 
a method Chrift advifes to in civil cafes, Matz. v. 
24, 25. 

' ¥. 76 Uf I bad called, and he had anfwered me, 
&c.] Mr. Broughton reads the words, if J cry, will 
be anfwer me ? as if Fob had fome doubt upon his 
mind, whether God would vouchfafe to anfwer 
him, though he fhould make his fupplication to 
him, as he propofed.; feeing he had fo forely af- 
flied him, and ftill continued his hand upon him; 
or the words may be rendered, though I bave cal- 
led, and he has anfwered , in times paft. ‘Fob was 
a praying perfon, he had often prayed to God in his 
clofet, and in his family, for himfelf, and for his 
children, and for his friends, and he had found 
God to be a God hearing and anfwering prayer, 
but feems to queftion whether he would anfwer 
him now, if he did pray to him: yet would I not 
believe that he had hearkened unto my veice, or 
would bearken*, at this time, and under the pre- 
fent circumftances ; or fhould he, the mercy would 
be fo great, that he could hardly believe it; {o fome- 
times through joy men can’t believe what they hear 
and fee, as the apoftles, when Chrift appeared to 
them after his refurrection ; or as it was with the 
Fews returned from Babylon, they were like them 
that dream, they could fcarcely tell whether their 
deliverance was a_ real fact, or whether they only 
dreamed of it, fee Luke xxiv. 41. Pf. cxxvi. 1. fo 
‘fob intimates, that fhould he pray to God, and be 
heard and delivered, it would be fo aftonifhing and 
tranfporting, that at firft he fhould not be able to 
give credit to it; or however he fhould not be- 
lieve that it was for his prayers and fupplications, for 
any worth and value, virtue and efficacy there was 
in them, that he was heard; but it mult be purely 
for his mercy-fake, for the fake of the mediation 
of Chrift, and becaufe thefe prayers were the breath- 
ings of his own’ Spirit: or elfe the fenfe is, that 
though he had heard and anfwered him formerly, 
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when he prayed in a-fupplicating way, yet if he 
fhould contend with him in a judicial way, and in- 
fift upon his own righteoufnefs, and prefent his 
fupplication to God on that account, he could ne- 
ver expect.to be heard; and indeed he could not 
believe he fhould be heard on any account, fo long as 
his prefent fufferings lafted,; which feems to be the 
fenfe of what follows, where he gives his reafons 
for fuch belief, or rather unbelief. if ny 

y.17. For he breaketh me with a tempeft, Bee.) 
Which rifes fuddenly, comes powerfully, and car- 
ries all before it irrefiftibly ; hereby fignifying the. 
nature of his prefent fore afflictions, which came 
upon him at once, prefied him down, and utterly 
deftroyed him, againft which there was no ftand- 
ing: perhaps he may have fome reference to the 
ftorm of wind that blew down the houfe, by 
which his children were deftroyed. » Sehultens ren- 
ders it, @ burning tempeft*, fach as is Common in 
the eaftern countries, which Téevenot * often makes 
mention of; which kills a man at once, and his 
flefh becomes as black as a coal, and comes off of. 
his bones, and is plucked off by the hand that 
would lift him up; with which a man is broken 
to pieces indeed, to which od may allude: and 
multiplieth my wounds without caufe; referring, it 
may be, to the many boils and ulcers upon, his 
body ; though it may alfo refpect the multiplicity 
of ways in which. he had wounded or afflicted him, 
in his perfon, in his family, and in his fubftance, 
and which he fays was done without caufe; not 
without a caufe or reafon in God, who does no- 
thing without one, though it may not be known 
to men; particularly in afflicting men, it is not 
without. caufe or reafon; if he punifhes men, it is 
for fin; if he rebukes and chaftizes his people, it 


is for their tranfgreffions; to bring them to a fenfe- 


of them, to humble them for them, to bring them 
off from them, or to prevent them, or purge them 
away, and to try their graces, wean them from the 
world, and fic them for himfelf : but Y0d’s afflic- 
tions were without any fuch caufe intimated by 


his friends ; it was not hypocrify, nor any moto-. 


rious fin or fins he had been guilty of, and-fe- 
cretly lived and indulged himfelf in, as they ima- 
gined. ‘Fob here fuggefts his innocence, which he 
always infifted upon, and refers his afflictions to 
the fovereign will of God, and to fome hidden caufe 
in his own breaft, unknown to himfelf and others : 
however, fo long as he dealt with him after this 
manner, he could not believe his prayers were heard 
by him. ; 
¥.18. He will not fuffer me to take my breath, 
&c.] Which fome thinks refers to Fed's difeate, 
which, was cither an afthma, or a quinfey in his 
throat, which occafioned great difficulty in breath- 
ing; | fhould rather think, the allufion is to the 
hot burning winds in thofe countries before men- 
tioned, which fometimes dlew fo ftrongly as almoft 
to take away a man’s breath; fo the above travel- 
ler“ reports, that between Suez and Cairo (in Egypt) 
they had for a day’s time and more fo hot a wind, 
that they were forced to turn their backs to-it to 
take a little breath. The defign of Fob is to few, 
that his afflictions were continued, and were without 
any intervals ; they were repeated fo faft, and came 
fo thick upon hin, one after another, that he had 


no breathing time ; the import of the phrafe is | 
the fame with that.in ch, vii, 19. but filleth me with — 
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bitterne/s 5 to the full, to fatiety, to loathing, as a 
man may be with a bitter potion, with worm- 
wood drink, and water of gall, with bitter afflictions 
comparable to fuch, whereby od’s life was embit- 
tered to him, fee Fer. ix. 15. Lem) iil. 15, 19. 

y. 19. If I fpeak of firength, lo, he is /trong, 
&c.}  Orthink of it, or betake myfelf to that, and 
propofe to carry my point by mere force, as fome 
men do by dint of power and authority they are 
poffefied of ; alas! there is nothing to be done this 
way; Il ama poor, weak,. feeble creature in body, 
mind and eftate; Iam notable to contend with 
fo powerful an antagonift on any account, in any 
way : God is ftrong, he is the mo/ ftrong *, as fome 


ay OB. 


ast 


were fo, yet not without fin; if therefore a man 
fhould affert this, he would not fay that which was 
right, but what was perverfe, as might be proved : 
it foall alfo prove me perverfe; to be a wicked man; 
either be, God fhall prove, or it, his mouth, as in the 
preceding claule ; for to fay this, is to tell a lie, 
which to do is perverfenefS, fee 1 ‘fobm i. 8. 

¥. 21. Vhough I were perfec, 8¢c.] Really and 
truly fo, not con{cious of any fin in thought, word 
or deed ; this is only a cafe fuppofed : yet would I 
not know my foul; 1 would not own mytelf to be fo 
before God; I would not infitt upon fuch perfection 
in his prefence, as what would juftify me before 
him; fince Iam fenfible the higheft perfe&tion of 


render it ; he is mighty, is the almighty ; the/a creature is imperfection when compared with him : 
weaknefs of God is ftronger than men; there is|or the fenfe may be, fhould I fay I were perfec, I 
no difpating with God upon the foot of ftrength : | /hould not know my own foul; 1 thould plainly ap- 


and if of judgment, who fball fet mea time to plead ?| 
If I think and propofe to put things upon the foot 
of juftice, to have the caufe between us iffued in 
that way, I cannot expect to fucceed by right, any 
more than by might; he is fo ftrictly juft and 
holy, that no righteoufnefs and holinefs of mine 
can ftand before him ; he is God, and la man, 


pear to be ignorant of myfelf, as all perfectionifts 
are; they don’t know their own fouls, the plague 
of their hearts, the evil of their thoughts, the va- 
nity of their minds ; they don’t take notice of thefe 
things, or don’t look upon them as finful, they know 
not the nature of fin, and the exceeding finful- 
nefs of it: J would de/pife my life; even it ever fo 


and therefore not fit to come together in judgment; innocent, perfect and juft; his meaning is, that 
and he a pure and holy Being, juft and true, and/he would not infift upon the continuance of it on 


without iniquity, and I a finful polluted creature ; 
and befides, there is none fuperior to him, that I 
can appeal unto, none that can appoint a place, 
or fix a time for the hearing of the caufe between 
us, or that can prefide in judgment and determine 
the matter in controverfy ; nay, there is not one 
among the creatures that can be a day’s man,,an 


that account; he had no fuch value for it, fuch a 
love of life as to contend with God upon the foot 
of juftice about it; nor did he think it worth afk- 
ing for, fo mean an opinion had he entertained of 
it, fee ch. vii. 16. 

¥. 22. This is one thing, &c.] Or one thing there 


is*, in the world, as Farchi adds ; or one meafure, 


arbiter or umpire; yea not one that can be fo much as the Tergum, to good and bad men; one event 


as employed as council, that can take the caufe in! 
defender of me; fo that let me take what courfe I 


Fer. xlix. 19. 


hand, and plead it, and be a patron for me, and | 
' WwW 


will, Iam fare to be non-fuited, and worfted, fee! 


alike to the righteous, and to’the wicked, Zec/. 
ix. 2. fo that, as others render it, # is all one’, 
hether a man 1s righteous and perfect, or whether 
he is not, he is equally liable to be afflicted and di- 


ftrefied : and this is one thing, very /ingular*, amaz- 


y. 20. If I juftify myfelf, &c] Seek for jufti-|ing and aftonifhing, and very unaccountable; but fo 
fication by his own righteoufnets, truft in himfelf! it is, and which he differed from his three friends 


that he was righteous, fay that he was fo, and pro- 
nounce himfelf a righteous man, what would it 
fignify ? mine own mouth shall condema me; the 
words of it being finful, vain, idle and frothy ; 
and if a man is to be juftified and condemned by 
his words, he may be fure of the latter: indeed, 
if any man offend not in word, the fame is a perfett 
man, James iii. 2. but let a man be as careful as 
he can, and keep ever fuch a guard upon his lips, 
fuch is the imperfection of human nature, that 
though a Mofes, he will fpeak unadvifedly with 
his lips, at one time or another, and in many things 
will offend; which would be his condemnation, if 
there was no other way to fecure from-it; nay, for 
a finful man to juftify himfelf, or to fay that he 
is a righteous man by his own righteoufnefs, and 
infift upon this before God, if he is tried upon it 
he mutt be condemned ; yea, faying he is fo is a 
falfhood, abominable to God, and enough to con- 
demn him; and befides, a man that knows him- 
felf, as Fob did, muft be confcious of much fin 
within him, however externally righteous he may 
be before men; fo that fhould he fay he was righ- 
teous, his confcience would fpeak, or caufe his 
mouth to {peak and contradié and condemn him : 
if I fay, I am perfeé?, not in an evangelical fenfe, 
as he was; but in a legal fenfe, fo as to be free 
from fin, which no man that is perfect in a gofpel- 
fenfe is; as Noah, Jacob, David, and others, who 
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about; as to the juftice of God, he agreed with 
them.in that; yea, he believed he was righteous in 
whatever he did, and even in this which was fo 
ftrange and furprizing, though he could not ac- 
count for it: and this is uniform, as Mr. Brough- 
ton tranflates it ; either God aéts uniformly in what 
he does, treating all men alike, good and bad men ; 
or Yoo was uniform in his fentiments, he was all of a, 
piece, fteady and conftant, retaining the fame fenfe 
of things, from which he had not departed, nor 
could he depart: therefore I faid it, with the 
greateft confidence and affurance, becaufe he be- 
lieved it, and would fay it again, feeing no reafon 
at all to alter his judgment; the thing was quite 
clear to him, of which he had, at leait as he thought, 
unqueftionable evidence; and the thing he has re~ 
fpect to is as follows: be deftroyeth the perfel and 
the wicked ; this is thought by fome to be a very 
bad expreffion, bordering on blafphemy, and con- 
trary to the nature and perfections of God, and to 
the methods of his providence, Gen. xviii. 23—25. 
and that fob fpeaks in the perfon of one deiticute 
of the grace of God: but nothing is more certain 
than that this was the real fentiment of his mind, his 
firm belief, nor could he be perfuaded to the con- 
trary ; indeed it may be underftood in a good fenfe : 
by a perfec? man, we are to underftand a truly good 
man, one that has received the grace of God in 
truth, and is perfectly jultified and pardoned thro’ 
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the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift; and by a 
wicked man, one that is under the influence of his 
— Jufts, is abandoned to them, and never eafy but 
whilft he is ferving them, which he is continually 
doing. Now the deftruction of thefe is not to be 
interpreted of everlafting deftruction ; this indeed 


will be the cafe of wicked men, but not of per- 


fect and good men: God by his grace has made 
a difference between them in this world, and {fo he 
will in the next; the one will go into everlaft- 
ing punifhment, the other into everlafting life, and 
will never come together in the fame place or ftate; 
nor will the perfect man be deftroyed at all in fuch 
fenfe; the grace of God within him, and the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift upon him, will eternally fecure 
him from everlafting wrath and ruin: but it is 
meant of temporal deftruétion ; fometimes indeed 
a remarkable diftinétion is made between the one and 
the other in a time of general calamity, as NVoad, 
a perfeét man, was faved, when the world of the 
ungodly were deftroyed by water ; and Los, a righ- 
teous man, when Sodom and Gomorrah were con- 
fumed by fire; but frequently they fall together in 
the fame common diftrefs ; good and bad men, 
among the Yews were alike carried captive into Ba- 
bylon, fignified by Feremiah’s good and bad figs; 
of good men, Ezekiel, Daniel, Shadrech, Mefhech 
and Abednego, are inftances; though indeed it is 
on different accounts, and with different views, that 
the one and the other are deftroyed with a tempo- 
ral deftruétion, in their perfons, their health, their 
families, or in their eftates ; fuch calamities upon 
good men are not as puuifhments for their fins, 
as on the wicked, but as fatherly chaftizements, 
and for the trial of their graces, for their fpiritual 
and eternal good, and that they might not be con- 
demned with the world. ‘Y0d’s view in faying this 
is to obferve, that a man’s ftate Godward is not 
to be judged of by his outward circumftances, whe- 
ther he is a good man or a bad man, fince they 
may both be in the fame afflictions and diftrefs, 
and which he oppofes to the fentiments.and fayings 
of Eliphaz and Bildad, ch. iv. 7. and viii.°20. 
y¥. 23. If the fcourge flay fuddenly, &c. | Not 
Satan, as ‘farchi and Bar Izemach , but any fore 
calamity which furrounds a man, lafhes, cuts and 
diftreffes him, as a whip or fcourge ; fuch as any 
of God’s fore judgments, the {word, famine, pefti- 
lence, or evil beafts, which fometimes come fud- 
denly, unawares, unthought of, and unexpected ; 
and are fometimes only chaftifements in love, the 
fcourgings of a father, though generally in wrath 
and hot difpleafure, and are an over-flowing fcourge, 
which carry all before them; and therefore fome 
reftrain it to wicked men, as the Septuagint ver- 
fion ; and fome underftand it as if they were more 
mildly and gently dealt with, by being fuddenly 
and at once flain with fuch a fcourge, in their per- 
fons, families and fubftance, while others have their 
afflictions protracted, and linger long under them, 
as in the next claufe: be will laugh at the trial of 
of tke innocent ; not that are free from fin entirely ; 
for there are none fuch, no not new-born infants ; 
though they may be comparatively fo, yet they are 
not in an abfolute fenfe, being conceived in fin and 
fhapen in iniquity: befides, here it means adult 
perfons, good men, that are truly gracious, fin- 
cere, upright, harmlefs in their lives and con- 
verfations, whofe afflictions are ¢rials of their 
faith and patience, and other graces; and when 
God is faid to /augh at them, who feems to be de- 
figned here, this muft be underftood confiftent with 
his pity to his people, his fympathy with them un- 


der all their afflictions, he not willingly afflicting 
or grieving the children of men; nor can it be 
thought that he has them in derifion and contempt, 
or laughs at their calamities, or in reality, as he 
does at wicked men; but that he carries it fo of- 
tentimes in the difpenfations of his providence, as 
if he made no difference between them, but mocked 
at the one, as well as the other; feemingly giving — 
no heed to their cries ; not haftening to their help 
and deliverance, but lengthening out their troubles 
for the trial of their graces; and fo indeed is great- 
ly delighted with the exercife of them under'them, 
and with feeing them bear them with fo much pa-- 
tience, courage and greatnefs of mind and fubmil- 
fion to his will. -Some interpret this of a wicked 
man laughing at the calamities of the righteous, 
as the Ammonites and Edomites rejoiced at the de- 
{truction of the Fews, the church’s enemy at her 
fall, and as the papifts will at the witnefies being 
flain ; but the former fenfe feems beft ; rather the 
icourge itfelf laughs at the trial of the innocent 5 
fo Schultens. oe 
¥.24. Lhe earth is given into the hands of the 
wicked, &c.] Either the wicked one Satan, as 
Farchi and Bar Tzemach, who is the God of this 
world ; or fome wicked tyrant, as Nimrod, or fome 
other known by 7ed in his time, to whom he may 
have refpect ; or. wicked men in general, who for 
the moft part have the greateft fhare of the earth, 
and earthly things, and ot power, dominion and au-. 
thority in it; and this they have of God, the powers: 
that be are ordained by him, and therefore to be: 
obeyed; and what any have of the earth, and the 
fulnefs of it, they have it from him, whofe it is, 
and who has a right to difpofe of it, and therefore 
being given by him, they have a proper right unto 
it; but then it is only the things of this world 
which are given them; they have their portion 
here, and that is their all ; wherefore as the giving” 
of thefe is no proof of a man’s goodnefs, fo the 
taking of them away is no evidence of his wick- 
ednefs ; love or hatred are not to be known by’ 
thefe things ; this is 70d’s fcope and drift in this 
and the preceding verfe: be covereth the face of 
the judges thereof ; not Satan who blinds the minds 
of fuch that they fhould not underftand juftice, 
and do it, as the above Fewi/h writers interpret it 5 
nor the wicked man that is poffefled of riches and 
wealth, power and authority, who by his fub- 
{tance bribes the judges, and blinds their eyes, or 
by his power and authority awes them, keeps them 
from executing true judgment, or difcourages per- 
fons fit for fuch an office, and will not advance 
them, but lets them lie in, and covers them with 
obicurity ; or fuch who are honeft and faithful,« 
and are not to be bribed and brow-beaten, thefe he 
either removes from their poft, and covers their 
faces with fhame, or takes them away by death, 
condemns and executes them as malefactors; it be- 
ing ufual in former times, as well as in ours, to 
cover the faces of fuch as are executed: but ra- 
ther this is to be underftood of God, who delivers 
the earth into the hands of the wicked, fuffers 
them to have the rule over it, and permits fuch 
things to be done, as already obferved; and be- 
fides, gives up the judges of the earth to judicial ~~ 
blindnefs, fo that they cannot difcern what is right 
and juft, and do it, fee J/, xxix. 10. if not, pea 
and «who is be? if it is not fo as I fay, where is — 
the man, and who is he that can difprove me, and 
make me a liar? as Aben Ezra; let him come forth 
and appear, and confute me, and teach me ¢ 
wile it he can; or name the place of his at at 
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and fay who he is ; or if God does not do this, 
give the earth into the hands of wicked men, and 
cover the faces of the judges of it, and fuffer 
wicked men to prevail, and the caufes of good 
men to be fubverted, the one to flourifh, and the 
other to be crufhed ;. who does do it, where is the 
man that has done or can do it? certain it is, that 
it is done; and who but that God that fuperintends 
all things, fits in the heavens, and does whatfo- 
ever he pleafes, can do fuch things as thefe? or 
could they be done without his will and per- 
miffion? by fuch mediums od proves his afler- 
tion, that God deftroys the perfect. and the wicked , 
and therefore by the face of things in providence, 
no judgment is to be had of a man’s. character 
good. or bad, and then inftances in himfelf in the 
following verfes. 
¥. 25. Now my days are /wifter than a poft, &c.] 
Or than a runner * in a race, in order to obtain the 
prize; or than one that rides poft, or runs on foot 
to carry a meflage, fuch as were Cufbi and Abi- 
maaz ; and fuch are generally fwift of foot, or ride 
on fwift horfes, who are fo employed ; and yet Fod 
fays his days were {wifter, or pafled away more 
fwiftly than. fuch ; meaning either his days in ge- 
neral; or rather particularly his profperous days, 
as Mr. Broughton. interprets it ; thefe no fooner 
came, but they were gone: they flee away; like a 
fhadow, or a dream, or a tale that is told: they 
fee no good; or he faw, perceived, or enjoyed no 
good in them; not but that he did fee and enjoy 
much good, even much temporal good, which is 
what is intended; but this was no fooner had, than 
it was taken away, that it was as if it had never 
been ; the evil days of trouble and forrow, in, which 
he had no pleafure, came fo quick upon him. 
¥, 26. They are paffed away as the fwift ships, 
&c.] Thofe that are lighteft built, and run {wiftett. 
Bar Tzemach thinks, fuch veffels as are rowed with 
oars are meant, which may be called hips of will 
or defire®, as the words may be rendered, . becaule 
they may be rowed at pleafure, and be carried to 
any place where and when a men thinks fit ; where- 
‘as thofe that are not, depend upon the wind, and 
that muft be waited for ; or they defign fuch thips 
that are fo fwift in their motion, that they arrive 
to the haven as foon as man can well wifh for and 
defire. Some render it pirate jhips, or fhips of 
enmity® ; fuch as are defigned for {poil and plun- 
der» and which are light ones, not loaded with 
goods, and therefore move fwiftly: the Targum 
is, ‘¢ fhips burdened with precious fruits ;” and the 
Vulgate Latin verfion is, ‘* fhips carrying apples :” 
now fhips loaded with fuch fort of goods, with 
perifhing commodities, are obliged to make their 
port as foon as poflible. Some leave the word un- 
tranflated, and call them jhips of Ebeh*; which, 
according to Farchi, Aben Ezra, .and others, is 
either the name of a place, or of a river in Arabia, 
which ran with a rapid ftream, and in which fhips 
were carried with great celerity., Bolducius relates 
from a traveller of his acquaintance,who finifhed his 
travels in 1584, that he faw fucha river about Da- 
mafcus, not far from the fepulchre of od ; but that 


ag 
muft be the river Chryforrhoas, now called Barredy; 
but there were two rivers of this name Ebeh ; one 
near Cu/a, and another in Wafith, a country of Ba- 
bylon, as Golius obferves*. Others takes the word 
to have the fignification of reed or papyrus, which 
grew on the banks of the Ni/e; and of which fhips 
were made, fee J/. xviii. 1. and render the words 
foips of reeds or of papyrus‘, and which being light, 
were very {wift: asthe eagle that bajteth to the prey ;: 
the eagle is the fwifteft of birds, and therefore per- 
fons and things exceeding {wift are compared unto 
them, fee Had. i. 8. Lam. iv. 19. and it flies the 
mott {wiftly when being hungry, and in fight of its 
prey, and is neareft to it, and flaps upon it; which 
is the thing referred to, and fo may be rendered, 
that flies upon the prey®. ‘Fob.ules thefe metaphors, ° 
which are the moft appofite, to fhew how fleeting 
his days of profperity were, and how foon gone: 
and a climax may be obferved inthe words; a runner, 
tho” he runs {wiftly, a fhip’ moves fafter than he, 
and an eagle, juft about to feize its prey, flies 
fwifter than that. 

y.27. If I fay, I will forget my complaint, &c.] 
The caufe of it, the lofs of his children, fervants, 
fubftance and health, and endeavour to think no 
more of thefe things, and ceafe complaining about 
them, and attempt to bury them in oblivion, and 
change his note: I will leave off my beavine/s ; his 
melancholy thoughts, words, airs and looks; or 
forfake my face", put on another countenance, a 
more gay and chearful one ; the Fewi/b commen- 
tators generally interpret it, my anger, either at the 
difpenfations of providence, or at his friends: and 
comfort myfelf ; that things were not -worfe with 
him than they were ; or /frengthen' himfelf, as the 
word is rendered in Amos v. g. againft his fears, 
and troubles, and dejection of mind, determining 
to take heart, and be of good courage, and not 
fink, and fuccumb, and faint under his _bur- 
dens : none but God, Father, Son and Spirit can 
give comfort to diftrefled ones, whether on tem- 
poral or fpiritual accounts; but good men may 
make ufe of means for comfort, fuch as hearing 
the word, reading the fcriptures, prayer, medita- 
tion and converfation with good men, 

¥. 28. Lam afraid of all my forrows, &c.] That 
they would return upon him, and furround him, and 
overwhelm him, fo that he fhould not be able to ftand 
up againft them, or under them ; that they would in- 
creafe and continue with him, and fo he fhould never 
be releafed from them: I know that thou wilt not bold 
me innocent ; afadden apoftrophe to God as near hims 
the meaning is not, that he was confident that God 
would not juftify him but condemn him in a 
fpiritual fenfe ; ‘fob did not defpair of his everlaft- 
ing falvation, he knew and believed in his living 
Redeemer ; he knew he fhould be acquitted and 
juttified by his righteoufnefs, and not be condemn-» 
ed with the world but he was certain of this, as 
he thought, that God would neither c/ean/e*him, as 
{ome render the word, from the worms. his flefh 
was clad with, and from the filthy boils and ulcers 
he was covered with; nor clear him fo, as that 
he fhould appear to be innocent in the fight and 


judg- 


a ¥7" 933 curfore, Pagninus, Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, &c. - 
fiderii, Mercerus, Drufius, Schmidt ; fo Ben Gerfom. 


b TAN MN! navibus de- 
_ fome in Drufius ; fo Broughton. 


© Naves inimicitiarum, h. e. piratica, vel hoftiles ; as 
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judgment of his friends; but go 
as if he was a guilty perfon, by continuing his afflic- 
tions on him, even unto death; he:had ng hope of 
being freed from them, and fo of being cleared from 
the imputation of his friends, who judged of him 
by his outward circumftances. die 
y.29.tlf [be wicked, why then labour I in vain ? J 
If he was that wicked perfon, that hypocrite, Bil- 
dad and his other friends took him to be, it was in vain 
for him to make his fupplications to God, as they 
advifed him ; fo Gerfom gives the fenfe of the words 
fince God hears not finners, fuch as live in fin, 
regard iniquity in their hearts, and practice it in 
their lives, at leaft fecretly, as it was fuggefted 70d 
did; if he was fuch an one, it muft be all loft labour 
to pray to God to fhew favour to him, and de- 
liver him out of his troubles, fince he might rea- 
fonably expeét he would fhut his eyes,- and itop his 
ears at fuch a man, and regard not his cries ; feek- 
ing to him muft be in vain; prayer may be fitly 
enough exprefled by labour, it is a ftriving and 
wreftling with God, and efpecially when it is con- 
ftant, importunate and fervent: but rather the 
fenfe is, that if he was a wicked man in the account 
of God, or was dealt with as one; if God would 
not hold him innocent, as he afferts in the latter 
part of the preceding verfe, then it was’ a vain 
thing to labour the point in the vindication of him- 
felf; fince he could never think of fucceeding againft 
God, fo wife and powerful, fo holy, juft and pure. 
The word #f is not in the orignal text, and may 
be left out, and the words be rendered, I am. wick- 
éd'; not in any notorious manner, as having lived 
a fcandalous life, or been guilty of fome grofs enor- 
mities, as his friends infinuated, but in common 
with other men; he was born a finner, had been 
a tranfgreflor from the womb ; and though he was 
renewed and fanctified by the Spirit of God, yet 
fin dwelt in him, and thro’ the infirmity of the Aeth 
he was daily finning in thought, word or deed; nor 
did he expeét it would be otherwife with him whilft 
in this world ; yea, it was impoffible for him to be 
without fin, as Bar Tzemach obferves to be the 
fenfe of the phrafe; and therefore if God would 
not clear him, or hold him innocent, unle{fs he was 
entirely free from fin, as it was labouring in vain 
to attain to fuch perfeétion, fo it muft be to no pur- 
pofe, and is what he chiefly intends, to attempt to 
vindicate himfelf before God: or J fhall be wicked, 
or ungodly™ I fhall be treated, as fuch not only by 
his friends, who would reckon him aivery wicked 
man fo long as thofe afflictions continued on him, 
Jet him fay what he would ; but by the Lord him- 
Jelf, who he believed would never releafe him from 
them as long as he lived, which in the eye of men 
would be a tacit condemnation of him; fo the 
Targum, **1 thall be condemned,” and therefore 
vit was labour in vain, ftriving againft the ftream, to 
go about tovindicate himfelf; nor was it poffible that 
he could make himfelf out fo clear and pure and 
perfect, that fuch an holy being as God was, could 
find no fault in him, in whofe fight the heavens, 
and the inhabitants of them, were not clean ; this 
is farther evinced in the.following words. — 
¥. 30. If I wafh myfelf with fnow-water, &c.] 
A\s it came from heaven, or flowed from the moun- 
tains covered with fhow, as Lebanon, fee Fer. xviii. 
14.. or was kept in veffels for fuch ufe, as being 
judged the beft for fuch a purpofe ; fo it was ufed 


, 1 Yw"AN YDIN impius fum, V. L. Pagninus ; fo Schmidt, 


cius ; ego reus ero, Codurcus ; equidem improbus ero, Schultens. 
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on to treat him|by the ancients *, as being what whitens i 
> 


and ftrengthens the parts by contracting the 

and hindering perfpiration : it fignifies in a figura- 
tive fenfe, that let him take what methods he would 
to cleanfe himfelf from fin, they were all in vainy 
his ‘iniquity would be feen, and remain marked 
before God; and indeed there is nothing that a 
man can do that will make him pure and clean in 
the fight of an holy God; this is not to be done 
by ceremonial ablutions, fuch as might be in ule 
in ob’s time, before the law of Mo/es was given, 
and to which he may have fome reference 3 thefe 
only fanctified to the purifying of the flefh, or only 
externally, but could*not purify the heart, fo as 
to have no more confcience of fin; nor by moral 
duties, not by repentance, as Sephorno ; a foun= 
tain, a flood, an ocean of tears of humiliation: 
and repentance, would not wath away fin ; if in- 
ftead of ten thoufand rivers of oil, fo many rivers 
of brinith tears could be produced, they would be: 
of no avail to cleanfe the finner; nor any works of 
righteoufnefs done by man, for thefe themfelves 
need wafhing in the blood of the Lamb; for no-: 
thing fhort of the blood of Chrift, and the grace 
of God, can do it: and make my hands never fo 
clean; the hands are what men work with, Zec/. 
ix. 10. and fo may defign good works, which are 
fometimes called clean hands; fee P/ xxiv. 6. com- 
pared with Pf xv. 1, 2. and may be faid to be fo, 
when they are done well, from a’ pure heart) and 
faith unfeigned, without felfifh and fordid views, 
with a fingle eye to the glory of Gods which is 
doing them as well, and making thehands as clean 
as well can be; yet thefe are of no avail with re=. 


fpect to juftification before God, and acceptance , 


with him, or with regard to falvation, which is all 
of grace, and not of works, be they what they 
will ; fome render the words, and cleanfe. my bands 
with fope*, which cleanfes them beft of any thing, 
feerFers, ii'22. - 


X. 31. Yet fhalt thou plunge me in the ditch, 8ci} - 


In the filthy ditch of fin, the pit wherein is no 
water, the horrible pit, the mire and clay, in which 
all unregenerate men are, and to which hypocrites 
return, as the fwine to its wallowing in the mire ; 
and in which impurity felf-righteous perfons are, and 
are fooner or later made to appear, notwithftanding 
all their outward righteoufnefs, holinefs, purity 
and perfection they boaft of ; and though od was 
neither of thefe, not an unregenerate man, nof an 
hypocrite, nor a felf-righteous perfon; yet he knew 
that in comparifon of the perfect purity and holi- 
nefs of God, he fhould appear exceedingly impure 
and that God would treat him as fuch, and hold 
him out to the view of others as the filth of the 
world, and the offscouring of all things, by cons 
tinuing his afflictions, from whence it would be 
concluded that he was the moft impure perfon; 
and indeed by the ditch may be meant the ditch of 
afflictions, as Sepborno, either his prefent ones con- 
tinued, his filthy ulcers and {cabs, with whieh hi€ 
body was covered all over, or new afflictions” he 
would bring him into, where he would fink in dee 
mire, there being no ftanding, Pf Ixix. 2, fome 
underftand this of the grave, the ditch or pit of - 
corruption, into which he fhould be'caft, and there 


putrify and rot; but the other fenfes feeny beft : and 


mine own clothes foall abbor me not his clothes in 
a literal fenfe ; either whilft living, his filthy 


> ~ 


” : pre ‘ 
impius ero, Montanus, Mercerts, Boldu- 


m Evo d 
n Difcabuimus, pueris aquam nivalem in 


Ch.ix.¥.29—3re 


eee 


4 


- 


7 


ns 
 # . 
a * 


- 


Chi ix. aF3.25590) 


lothed me :” but the words are rather to be under- 
ftood figuratively, either of fome of his friends 
that were as near and as clofe to him as his clothes, 
or had been, but now were eftranged from him, 
and loathed, and abhorred him, fee ch. xix. 13—19. 
or better, of his beft works of righteoufnefs, which 
he put on as a robe, ch. xxix, 14. and which are 
a covering to the faints before men, and are orna- 
mental to them, though not juftifying in the fight 
of God; and indeed in themifelves, and compared 


with the holy law, and holy nature of God, are 
imperfect and impure; and if God was to enter 
into judgment with men, they would be fo far 


from juftifying them in his fight, or rendering them 
acceptable to him, that they would caufe them to 
be abhorred by him, as all felf-righteoufnefs, and 
felf-righteous perfons are, fee Prov. xxi. 27. Luke 
vi. 14. and xvili. 14. yea, even the beft works 
of men are btt dung in the judgment of a good 
man himfelf, what then muit they be in the ac- 
count of God? Péil. iii. 8. Fob here, and in 
the preceding and following verfes, has moft ex- 


alted ideas of the purity, holinefs and majefty of 


God, fo that no creature, nor creature-holinefs, be 
they ever fo perfect, can ftand before him, or be 
pure, in his fight. 

¥.32. For he is not a man asIam, &c.) For 
though the parts and members of an human body 
are fometimes afcribed to him, yet thefe are to be 
underftood by an anthropopathy, {peaking after 
the manner of men, there being fomething in him, 
which in a figurative fenfe anfwers to thele.; other 
wife we are not to conceive of, any corporeal fhape 
in him, or that there is any likenefs to which he 
is to be compared: he is a fpirit infinite, immor- 
tal, immenfe, invifible, pure and holy, juft and 
true, and without iniquity ; whereas ob was but 
a man, a finite, feeble, mortal creature, and.a fin- 
ful one; and therefore there being fuch a vaft dif- 
parity between them, it was in vain to litigate a 
point with him, to plead his caufe before him, or 
attempt to vindicate his innocence ; the potfherds 


may ftrive and contend with the potfherds of theearth 


their equals, but not with God their creator, who 
is an over-match for them ; he fees impurity where 
man fees it not, and can bring a charge againft 
him and fupport it, where he thought there was 
none, and therefore itis a vain thing to enter the 
lifts with him: that 1 /oould anfwer him; not to 
queftions put by him, but in a judicial way to 
charges and accufations he fhould exhibit; no man 
in this fenfe can anfwer him, for one of athoufand 
he may bring, and men are chargeable with; 
wherefore fob once and again determines he would 
not pretend to anfwer him,as he knew he could not, 


fee ¥. 3, 14, 15. and we should come together in 


judgment ; in any court of judicature, before any 
judge, to have the caufe between us heard, and tried, 
and determined ; for in what court of judicature 
can he be convened into? or what judge is there 
above him, before whom he can be fummoned? 
or is capable of judging and determining the caufe 


P YM? pariter, Junius & Tremellius, Drufius. 
tablus, Mercerus. 
* So fome in Caryll. 


F OB. 


‘being fuch, that were his clothes fenfible of them, 
they would loathe and abhor to touch him, and 
cover him; or when dead, his fepulchral garments, 
his fhroud, or winding-fheet, would difdain to co- 
ver fuch a filthy body, overfpread.with worms and 
duft; or as Vatablus paraphrafes it, clothes don’t 
become a dead body ; or as Mr. Broughton, ** when 
I go naked to the grave, as though my clothes 


: 7 PPS} arguens, 
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between us? there is the high court of heaven, 
where we mutt all appear, and the judgment-feat 
of Chrift, before which we muft all ftand; and 
God is the,judge of all, .to whom we muft come, 
and by whofe fentence we muft be determined ; but 
there is no court, no judge, no judgment fuperior 
to him and-his ; there is no annulling his fentence, 
or making an appeal from him to another; there 
is no coming togther at.all, and much lefs aike?, 
as fome render it, or upon equal terms; the diffe- 
rence between him and his creatures being {fo vaftly 
great. 

¥. 33. Neither is there any day’s-man betwixt us, 
&c.] Or one that reproves*; who upon hearing 
a caufe reproves him that is found guilty, or is 
blame-worthy, or has done injury to another ; but 
there is no fuch perfon to be found among angels 
or men, capable of this, fuppofing, as if ob fhould 
fay, I fhould appear to be the injured perfon; or there 
is no umpire or arbitrator’, to whom the cafe be- 
tween us can be referred ; for, as Bar Tzemach ob- 
ferves, he that ftands in fuch a character between 
two parties, muit be both more wife and more 
mighty than they; but there is none among all be- 
ings wifer and mightier than God : that might lay 
bis band upon us both ; and reftrain them from ufing 
any violence to one another, as. contending perfons 
are apt to do; and compromife matters, fettle and 
adjuft things in difference between them, fo as to 
do jultice to both, and make both parties eafy, and 
make peace between them. AHerodotus* makes men- 
tion of a cuftom among the Aradians, ** when they 
enter into covenants and agreements with each 
other, another man ftands in the midft of them 
both, and with a fharp ftone cuts the infide of the 
hands of the covenanters near the larger fingers 5 
and then takes a piece out of each of their gar- 
ments, and anoints with the blood feven ftones that 


lie between them ; and whilft he is doing this calls, 


upon a deity, and when finifhed the covenant-maker 
goes with his friends to an hoft or citizen, if the 
affair is tranfaéted with a citizen; and the friends 
reckon it a righteous thing to keep the covenant.” 
To which, or fome fuch cuftom, od may be 


thotight to allude. »Now, whereas Chrift is thé 


day’s-man, umpire and mediator between God 
and men, who has interpofed between them, and 
has undertaken to manage affairs relating to both ; 
in things pertaining to God, the glory of his juf> 
tice, and the honour of his law, and to make re- 


conciliation for the fins of men, and to make peace 


for them with God by the blood of his crofs; which 
he has completely done, being every way qualified 


for its inafmuch as he partakes of both watures, _ 
and is God and manin one perfon, and fo could” 


put his hand on both, and make both one; or 
bring them who were at variance to an entire agree- 
ment with each other,’ upon fuch a bottom, as 
even the ftriét: juftice of God cannot object unto. 
Now, | fay, fob muft not be underftood:as if he was 
ignorant of this, for he had knowledge of Chrift 
as aredeemer and faviour, and: fo as the mediator 
and peace-maker ; the Septuagint verfion renders it 
as a wifh, O that there was a mediator between us! 
and fo it may be confidered as a prayer for Chrift’s 
incarnation, and that he would appear and do the 
work of a mediator he was appointed to, which 
Fob plainly faw there was great need of ; or, as 
others‘, there is no day’s-man yet; there will be 
one, but as yet he is not come; in due time he 

will, 
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will, which 7cd had faith in and full affurance of : 
but there is no need of fuch verfions and gloffes ; 
ob is here not {peaking of the affair of falvation, 
about which he had no doubt, he knew his ftate 
was fafe, and he had an intereft in the living Re- 
deemer, and bleffed Mediator ; but of the prefent 
difpenfation of providence, and of the clearing of 
_ that up to the fatisfaction of his friends, fo that he 
might appear to be an innocent perfon; and fince 
God did not think fit to change the fcene, there 
was none to interpofe on his behalf, and it was in 
vain for him to contend with God. - 

¥. 34. Let him take bis rod away from me, &c.) 
Not his government over him, of which the rod 
or fcepter is an enfign, Yob did not want to be 
freed trom that; but his rod of affliction, or ftroke, 
as the Targum, the ftroke of his hand, which tho’ 
a fatherly chaftizement, lay heavy upon him, and 
funk his fpirits ; fo that he could not, whilft it was on 
him, reafon fo freely about things as he thought he 
could if it was removed, and for which he here prays: 
and let not bis fear terrify me; not the fear of him 
as a father, which is not terrifying, but the fear of 
him asa judge; the terror of his majefty, the dread 
of his wrath and vengeance, the fearful apprehen- 
fions he had of him as a God of ftriét juftice ; that 
would by no means clear the guilty, yea, would 
not hold him innocent, tho’ he was with refpect to 
the charge of his friends; being now without thofe 
views of him as a God gracious and merciful; to 
thefe words Elibu feems to have refpect, ch. xxxiii. 
6, 7- 

¥. 35. Then would I fpeak, and not fear him, 
&c.] With a fervile fear, though with reverence 
and godly fear; meaning either at the throne of 
grace, having liberty of accefs, boldnefs of fpirir, 
and freedom of fpeech through Chrift the media- 
tor, and in the view of his blood, righteoufnefs and 
facrifice ; for when the rod of his law, and the 
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terror of his juftice are removed, and his grace’ 
and favour in Chrift fhewn, a believer can {peak 
boldly and freely to God, and not be afraid before ~ 
him : but rather 700’s fenfe is, that were the rod 
of his anger taken off, and the dread of his ma-" 
jefty, which fo awed him that he could: not tell his 
cafe as it was, and ufe the argument ight to 
advantage; he fhould fpeak without fear, and fo 
as to defend himfelf, and make his caufe to appear 
to be juft; to this the Lord feems to refer in ch. 
XXXVill, 3. and xl. 7. being bold and daring ex- 
preffions, for which 7cb blufhed when made fenfi- 
ble of it, ch. xlii. 5, 6. uz it is not fo with me 5 
there was no day’s-man between the Lord and him, 
the rod was not taken off his‘back, nor the dread 
and terror of the Almighty removed: from him; 
and fo could not fpeak in his own defence, as other- 
wife he might: or it was not fo with him as his 
friends thought of him; he was not the wicked, 
hypocritical man they took him to be, or as the 
afflictive difpenfations of God made him to appear 
to be, according to their judgment of them : or the: 
words may be rendered, J am not fo with myfelf*;- 
that is, he was not confcious to himfelf that he was. 
fuch a perfon they judged him; or fuch were the 
troubles and afflictions that were upon him, that: 
he was not himfelf, he was not compos mentis, and 
fo not capable on that account, as well as others,’ 
of pleading his own cayfe: or J am notright in or 
with myfelf” , not in his right mind, being diftraét- 
ed with the terrors of God, and the arrows of the 
Almighty that ftuck in him; or he was not righteous 
in himfelf; for though he was.clear of hypocrify he 
was charged with, he did not pretend to be with= 
out fin, or to have fuch a righteoufnefs as would 
juftify him before God; and therefore defires things: 
might be put upon the foot of grace, and not of 
ftrict juttice. 


OR) © Fe. FS sata Ge 


OB here declares the greatnefs of his afflic- 
tions, which made him weary of his life, and 
could not help complaining; entreats the Lord not 
to condemn him, but fhew him the reafon of his 
thus dealing with him, y.1, 2, and expoftulates 
with him about it, and fuggefts as if it was fevere 
and not eafily reconciled to his perfeétions, when 
he knew he was not a wicked man, ¥. 3—7. he 
puts him in mind of his formation and preferva- 
tion of him, and after all deftroyed him, ¥.8—12, 
and reprefents his cafe as very diftrefled ; whether 
he was wicked or righteous it mattered not, his af- 
fictions were increafing upon him, y.13—1 7. and all 
this he obferves, in order: to juftify his eager defire 
after death, which he renews, ¥. 18, 19. and intreats, 
fince his days he had to live were but few, that 
God would give him fome refpite before he went 
into another ftate, which he defcribes, y. 20,21, 
20. 


¥.1. My foul is weary of my life, &c.) And 
yet nothing of a temporal bleffing is more defi- 


rable than life; every man, generally fpeaking, is}as his enemy, together with the ill ufage of his” 


ufually loth to part; but od was weary of his 
life, willing to part with it, and longed to be rid of 
it ; he Jothed it, and fo it may be here rendered *, 
he would not live always, ch. vii. 15, 16. his jout 
was uneafy to dwell any longer in the earthly ta- 
bernacle of his body, it being fo full of pains and 
fores ; for this wearinefs was not through the guilt 
of fin preffing him fore, or through the horror of 
confcience arifing from it, fo that he could not 
bear to live, as Cain and Fudas ; nor through in- 
dwelling fin being a burden to him, and a long- 
ing defire to be rid of it, and to be perfeétly holy, 
to be with Chrift in heaven, as the apoftle Paul, 
and other faints, at certain times ; or through un- 
eafinefs at the fins of others, as J/aae and Rebekah, 
Lot, David, Ifaiab, and others; nor on the ac- 
count of the temptations of Satan, ‘his fiery darts, 
his buffetings and fittings, which are very diftref- 
fing; but on account of his outward affiétions, 
which were fo very hard and preffing,: and the ap- 
prehenfion he had of the anger and wrath of God, 
he treating him, as he thought, very feverely, and 


defirous of life, and of a long life too; foul and}friends. ‘The Yargum renders it, ** my foul is 


body are near and intimate companions, and are|cut off in my life ;” or I am dying whilft 
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I live a dying life, being,in’fuch pain of body, {at leaft not at firft, or as foon as the ‘controverfy 
and diftreis of mind ; and fo other verfions’: J\or contention is begun; when God afflicts, it is 
will leave my complaint upon myfelf, not that he \either for fin, to prevent it, or purge from it,’ or 
would leave complaining, or lay it afide, though |to bring his people to a fenfe of it, to repent of it, 
fome * render it to this fenfe; rather give a loofe'to|and forfake it, or to try their graces, and make 
it, and indulge it, than» atcetnpt to eafe himfelf,/them more partakers of his holinefs; and when 
and give vent to his grief and forrow by it; but} good. men, as Fob, are at’a lofs about this, not 
it Should be upon bim/elf, a burden he would take | being confcious of any grofs iniquity committed, 
upon himfelf, and not trouble others with it; he|or a courfe of fin continued in, it is lawful, and 
would not burden their ears with his complaints, |right, and commendable to enquire the reafon of 
but privately and fecretly ucter them to himfelf;|it, and learn, if poffible, the end, defign and ufe 
for the word * ufed fignifies meditation, private dif- |of {uch difpenfations. ; 
courfe with himfelf,.a fecret andinward bemoaning of | yr. 3. Is it good unto thee that thou fbouldeft op- 
his cafe; but he did not continue long in this mind, | prefs ? 8c.) This God does not approve of in 
as appears by the following claufe : or fince I can|others ; he dehorts men from it, he threatens to, 
do no other but contplain; if there is any blame in| punifh thofe that do fo, and to be a fwift witnefs 
it, Pll take it wholly upon myfelf, complain 1|againft them; he promites to arife to the help of 
mutt, let what will be confequence of it, fee ch.|the opprefled, and to bea refuge for them, and 
xiii, 13, though the phrafe may be rendered, as it}-herefore will never do the fame himfelf; it can 
is fometimes, within myfelf, {ee Hof. xi. 8. ° and| never be pleafant to him, nor right and juft in his 
then the fenfe may be, fhall I leave my inward moan | fight, nor is it of any advantage to him: od here 
within myfelf, and no longer contain? Pll give |{ugeefts, that his afflictions were an oppreffion to 
myfelf vent; and though I have been blamed for |him, and indeed no affliction is joyous, but griev- 
faying fo much as I have, V’ll fay yet more: Z}ous; and fometimes the hand of God preffes hard 
twill [peak in the bitterne/s of my foul, as one whofe |and fore, bat then there is no injury nor any in- 
life is made bitter, againft whom God had wrote |juftice done, as the word * here ufed fignifies ; and 
and faid bitter things, and had brought bitter af-|he intimates alfo, as if God took fome feeming 
fictions upon him, which had occafioned bitter delight and pleafure in thus oppreffing him, and 
complaints in him, as well as he had been bitterly | therefore expoftulates with him about it, as if fuch 
ufed by his friends ; and amidft all this bitternef3, | condu& was not fit and becoming him, not agree- 
he is determined to {peak out his mind freely and|able to his perfections, and could afford nei- 
fully 5,or to fpeak of the ditterne/s‘ of his foul, |ther pleafure nor profit. This, and what follows 
and declare by words what he in his mind and-body |in this verfe, are expoftulations too bold and 
endured. daring, and in which 70d ufes too much freedom 
y. 2. I will fay unto God, do not condemn me, {with the Almighty, and in which he is not fo mo- 
&c.] Not that he feared eternal condemnation ;|deft as in the preceding verfe: that thou fhouldft 
there is none to them that are in Chrift, and be-|de/pife the work of thine bands ? which he tacitly 
lieve in him as Yoo did; Chrift’s undertakings, |infinuates he did. ‘40 means himfelf, who as to 
fufferings, and death fecure his people from the|his body, and the feveral members of it, were the 
condemnation of law and juftice; nor indeed are} work of God’s hands, curioufly and wonderfully 
the afflictions of God’s people a condemnation of] made by him, as is afterwards exprefled ; and as 
them, but a fatherly chaftizement, and are in or-}to his foul, and the powers and faculties of it, they 
der to prevent their being condemned with the| were his make, who is the Father of fpirits ; and 
world; yetthey may look as if they were, in the|moreover, as a new man he was made by him, 
eyes of the men of the world, and they-as very wicked | was the workmanthip of God, and a curious piece 
perfons ; and fo the word may be rendered, do not} indeed, created after his image in righteoufnefs 
account me wicked*, or treat me as a wicked man, |and true holinefs jvand he was in every fenfe the 
by continuing thine afflicting hand upon me; which} work of his hands, or the labour of bis hands‘ ; 
as long as it was on him, his friends would not| wrought with great care and labour, even with 
believe but that he was a wicked man; wherefore, |the palms of bis bands, as is the word® ufed ; and 
as God knew he was not fuch an one as they took| could Fob think that God de/pifed fuch a work ? 
him to be, he begs that. be would not ufe him as|he who upon a furvey of his works faid they were 
fuch, that fo the cenfure he lay under might be re- | all very good; who forfakes not the work of his 
moved ; and though he was condemned by them, | hands, nor defpifes the day of {mall things, could 
he intreats that God would make it appear he was | never do this; nor are afflictions to be interpreted — 
not condemned by him: and whereas’ he was not|in fuch a manner, as if God was indifferent’ unto, * 
con{cious to himfelf of any notorious wickednefs | lighted and thought meanly of what he himflf 
done by him, which deferved fuch ufage, he far-|has wrought; fince thefe are fo far from having 
ther prays, foew me wherefore thou contendeft with | fach a meaning, that they flow from that great re- 
me 5 afflictions are the Lord’s controverfy with his | {pect he has for his own’ work, and are for the 
people, a ftriving, a contending with them; which| good of it: and fhine upon the coun/el of the wick- 
are fometimes fo. fharp, thac were they continued | ed ? either the couniel of the wicked one Satan, - 
long, the {fpirits would, fail before him, and the! who moved God to afflict him in the manner he 
fouls that he has made: now there is always a] had; or of the Sabeans and Chaldeans, who throve 
caufe or reafon for them, which God has in his} and profpered, notwith{tanding the injury they had 
own breaft, though it is not always known to man, | done him; or of his friends, who confulted to brand 
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if Feb had obferved, that fince God was omni- 
fcient, and knew and faw all perfons and things, 
his eyes not being like men’s eyes, eyes of ficth j 
and fince he was eternal, and wanted not for time, 
there was no need for him to take fuch methods as 
he did with him, through afflilive providences, to 
find out his fin ; fince, if he was guilty, it was at 
once known to him; nor ‘need he be in fuch hafte 
to do it, fince his time was not fhort; as it is with 
an envious and ill-natured man, who is for lofing 
no time to find out and take an advantage of him 
he bears an ill-will unto. ' 

¥. 6. That thou enquiref after mine iniquity, and 
Jearcheft after my fin?| Narrowly examined every 
action of his lite, to find fomething amifs in them ; 
and took notice of every weaknefs and infirmity, 
and aggravated it, to make it appear as finful as it 
could be, and watched every halting and failing, 
that he might have fomething againft him asa rea- 
fon why he afflited him ; dealing with him as if 
there was no Meffiah, no Mediator, Redeemer, 
and Saviour, provided, appointed, and promifed ¢ 
and as if there was no forgivenefs of fin through 
him, for him ; fin pardoned for his fake is covered, 
that when it is fought for it fhall not be found ; fo 
that when it is not pardoned, or not thought to be 
fo, it lies open, and upon enquiry to be found, 
charged and punifhed for; fee ch. vii. 21. this 
fearch and enquiry feerns to have been made by af- 
flictions ; at leaft 7od imagined, that the defign of 
God in them was to put him upon the rack and 
bring him to a confeffion of fin, and in this way 
find an occafion againft him: now fuch a method 
as this, 70d thought, was unbecoming the great- 
nefs, majefty, and perfections of God; and was 
quite needlefs, fince his eyes were not human, nor 
fhort-fighted, that obliged him to pore and pry 
into things, but were omnifeient, and could fee at 
once whether there was any evil way in him or no ; 
nor was he as men, fhort-lived, which obliged him 
to make ufe of his time while he had it, to get an 
advantage of another ; and befides, fuch a method 
of acting feemed to him very extraordinary, when 
he full well knew he was an innocent perfon, as 
follows. 

¥. 7. Thou knoweft that I am not wicked, &ec.} 
Or, in, or upon thy knowledge? it is that I am not 
wicked; it is a thing well known, quite clear and 
manifeft, without. making fuch a fearch and en- 
quiry : not that he thought himfelf without fin, 
and could appeal to the omnifcience of God for the 
truth of that; for he had confeffed before that he 
was a finner, and wicked, as to his nature and 
birth and the many infirmities of life; fee ch. vit. 
20. and ix. 29. but that he was not that wicked 
mutable in his nature, purpofes, promifes, and af-}perfon, and an hypocrite, as his friends took hint 
fections: but od fuggelts as if his difpenfations|to be, and as might be concluded from the fore af- 
towards him fhewed the contrary ; one day {miling|flictions that were upon him; he did not live in 
upon him, and heaping his favours on him, and|fin, nor indulge himfelf in a vitious courfe of life ; 
the next frowning on him, and ftripping him of}fin had not the dominion over him, and he had not 
all: but this was a wrong way of judging; for|fecretly cherifhed any reigning iniquity, and lived 
though God may change the difpenfations of his}in the commiffion of it: and for the truth of this 
providence towards men, and particularly his own}he could appeal to the fearcher of hearts; and yet 
people; his nature changes not, nor does he change|he fo clofely purfued, and fo ftri€tly examined him 
his will, his purpofes and defigns, nor his love and |as if he fufpected he was thus guilty: and there is 
affection: are thy years as man’s days? as few as|none that can deliver out of thine band; that is, our 
they, or fail like them? no, he is the fame, andjof his afflicting hand, until he pleafe to releafe him 
his years fail not; and has the fame good will tolfrom it himfelf ; for this is not to be underftood of 
his people, in adverfe, as well as in profperous dif-| deliverance from the avenging hand of juftice from 
penfations of his providence : fome underftand alljhell and wrath, and everlafting deftrugtion ; for 
this in fuch fenfe, in connection with what follows, as there is one that can and does deliver his people 


his charaéter with hypocrify ; or rather, of wicked 
men in general, on whofe counfel God may be 
thought to /hine, when it fucceeds, and God feems 
to file upon them in his providence, and they are 
ji profperous circumftances; and have what heart 
can with, when good men are greatly afflicted ; 
which fometimes has been a temptation, and greatly 
diftrefling to the latter; fee Pf Ixxiii. 2—14. Fer. 
xii. 1, 2. but this-is not always the cafe ; the coun- 
fel of the froward is fometimes carried headlong, 
the counfel of the wife counfellors of Pharaoh 1s 
made brutifh, and that of Abitophel was defeated 
by him; and whenever he feems to countenance it, 
it is to anfwer fome ends of his glory. 

y¥. 4. Hajt thou eyes of flefo? 8&c.] God has eyes, 
but not flefhly ones; he has eyes of love, grace, 
and mercy, which are always upon his people for 
good, and are never withdrawn from them ; and 
he has eyes of difpleafure and wrath on finful men, 
to deftroy them; thefe are not made of flefh, or 
like the eyes of flefh and blood, or of men; flefhy 
eyes cannot fee at any great diftance, and only in 
one place at a time, and only one object after another; 
they cannot fee in the dark, and what they are, and 
only outward objects; and in thefe they are fome- 
times deceived, and at length fail: but the eyes of 
God fee all things, at the greateft diftance; he 
looks down from heaven and beholds all the chil- 
dren of men on earth, and all their actions; his 
eyes are in every place, -beholding the evil and the 
good; he can fee in the dark as well as in the 
light, the darknefs and the light are both alike to 
him ; he beholds not only outward actions, and 
vifible objects, but the hearts of men, and,all that 
is in them; nor is he ever deceived, nor will his 
fight ever fail: though 730d perhaps may mean 
carnal eyes; that is, evil ones, as efpecially envious 
ones are; is thine evil? Matt. xx. 15. that is, en- 
vious; and it is as if Yod fhould fay, Doft thou 
envy me my former profperity and peace, that thou 
fearcheft fo narrowly into my condué& to find ini- 
quity in me, and take advantage againft me? or 
feeft thou as man feeth? look with hatred and envy, 
as one man does upon another : fo feemed the dif- 
penfations of God towards Yo, as if he did, as he 
fuggelts. 

¥. 5. Are thy days as the days of man? &c.] 
No, they are not: not fo few; the days of the 
years of man’s life in common are threefcore years 
and ten ; but a thoufand years with the Lord are 
but as one day ; his days are days, not of time, but 
of eternity : nor fo mutable, or he fo mutable in 
them ; man is of one mind to-day, and of another 
to-morrow ; but the Lord is in one mind one day 
as another ; he is the Lord that changes not ; im- 
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from fin and Satan ; from the world, the, law, its}on all fides, in every part; or, as Mr. Broughton 
curles and condemnation, and from wrath to come;|renders it, iz every point ; the whole of it, and 
_ and fo from the hands of juftice, having made full/every member, even the moft extreme and minute, 
fatisfaction to it: but what Yod oblerves that God} are curioufly formed and fafhioned by the Lord ; 
knew, was, that neither he himfelf, nor any angel,|or rather, thine hands ate together round about me; 
nor man, nor any creature, could take him out ofjembracing, fuftaining, and prefetving him ever 
his hand in which he was; and therefore fuggetts, fince he was made: yet thou doft deftroy me; this 
not only that his condition was-extremely bad, di- body fo extremely well wrought, by boils or ul- 
fireffed, and miferable, but that there was no ne-|cers ; or /wallow me‘, asa lion, to which he com- 
ceflity for God to be fo quick upon him, and fo/pares him, y. 16. or any other ravenous arid large 
ftrié& in his inquiry into him; nor of inclofing him|creature, fee Lam. ii. 2, 5. fome connect the words 
about on all hands with afflictions, fince there was|more agreeable to the accents, yet thou dof? deffroy 
no danger of his efcaping from him, or of others|me together round about’ ; or on every fide, as in 
affifting him in, and facilitating fuch an attempt :/ch. xix. 10. having {mitten him with boils from 
and this he full well knew; for fo the words are in|the crown of the head to the fole of the feet, and 
connection with the preceding 3 and thou knowe/ft {tripped him of his fub{tance and his family all at 
chat there is none, &c.” as well as with what fol-|once; and fo it denotes utter deftruction: fome 
lows, as fome think. read the words interrogatively, and wilt thou deftroy 
¥. 8. Thine hands have made me, and fafbioned|or /wallow me*? after thou haft taken fo much 
me together round about, &cc.) This and what fol-| pains, and been at fuch labour and treuble, {peak- 
jow are an illuftration of, and an enlargement upon|ing after the manner of men, to make fuch a cu- 
the work of God’s hands, made mention of in y. 3./fious piece of work, and yet with one ftroke deftroy 
and fuggeft reafons why it fhould not be defpifed|it and dafh it in pieces, or fwallow it up as a more 
by him, as well as confirm what was juft now faid,|{el at once. 
that none could deliver him out of his hands; fince] ¥. 9. Remember, I befeech thee, that thou baft 
his hands had made him, and therefore had fuch|made me as the clay, &c.] Not of the clay, though 
power over him’-as none elfe had: and the whole}man was made originally of the duft of the earth, 
{eems defigned to move to pity and compaffion of/and the bodies of men are houfes of clay, earthen 
him; for not he himfelf, nor his parents, but Godjvefféls, and earthly tabernacles, but as the clay; 
only had made him ; he was his workmanfhip only, |either as the clay is wrought in the hand of the pot- 
and a curious piece it was, which his hands of|ter, and worked into what form, and made into 
power and wifdom had nicely formed ; for, though|what veffel he pleafes, fo are men in the hand of 
the Son and Spirit of God are not to be excluded|God, made by him in what form, and for what 
from the formation of man, yet it feems a too greatjufe and end he thinks fics or rather, this denotes 
ftrain of the words to interpret bands of them, as|not the likenefs of the operation, but the likenefs o 
fome do; and much lefs are they to be underftood|the matter of the human body to clay: not for the 
literally, of the hands of the Son of God, appearing|impurity of ic; for though man is ina ftate and 
in an human form at the creation of man, fince|condition comparable to the mire and clay, this he 
fuch an appearance is not certain ; nor is 0d fpeak-|has brought himfelf into by fin, and not the Lord; 
ing of the formation of the firft man, but of him-|he made man upright, but man has made himfelf 
felf: the firft word‘, rendered made, has the fig-|finful and polluted ; but for the brittlenefs of it; as 
nification of labour, trouble, grief, and care ; and{a vefiel made of clay is brittle and eafily broke to 
is ufed of God after the manner of men, who, when|pieces, and cannot bear much weight, or any heavy 
things are done well by them, take a great deal of|{troke ; fo the body of man is weak and frail, and 
pains, and are very folicitous and careful in doing|feeble ; its ftrength is not the ftrength of ftones, 
them,; and from hence is a word which is fometimes|and its flefh brafs, but clay: and this 70 humbly 
ufed for an idol, as Gerfom obferves, becaufe much|intreats the Lord would remember, and that now" ; 
labour and kill are exercifed to form it in the moft|immediately ; and deal mildly and mercifully with 
curious and pleafing manner; many interpreters, as/him, fince he was not able to bear the weight of 
Aben Ezra obferves, from the ufe of the word in|his hand, which would foon crufh him and break 
the Arabic language, explain it of God’s creating the|him to pieces; not that God forgets. this, for 
body of man with nerves, by which it is bound,}he remembers man’s frame and compofition, that 
compacted, and ftrengthened*; and the latter word}he is but duft ; that he is flefh, and a wind or va- 
denotes the form and configuration of it, the beau-|pour that pafles away: but he may feem to do fo, 
tiful order and proportion in which every part is}when he forely afflicts and his hand lies heavy, and 
fet ; and the whole is intended to obferve the per-|he does not remove it, but continues it, and rather 
fection of the human body, and the exquifite ikill]increafes the affliction ; and therefore, as the Lord 
of the author of it; and what pity is it that it|allows his people to put him in remembrance, ‘70d 
fhould be fo marred and fpoiled! and this is faid to|here defires that he would fhew himfelf in his pro- 
be made and fafhioned ¢ogetber, or all at once ; the|vidential dealings with him, that he was mindful 
feveral parts of it being in the feed, in the embryo, |of his natural frailty and infirmity; fee ch. vii. 12. 
all together, tho’ gradually formed or brought into] P/. Ixxviii. 3. and Ixxxix. 47. and cili. 14. and 
order ; or rather, this denotes the unity and com-|wilt thou bring me into duft again? to the duft of 
pactnefS of the feveral members of the body, which|death ; to the original of which he was made; and 
are fet in their proper place, and joined and fitted|that fo foon, and at once; or, and unto duft wilt 
together, by joints and bands, and by that which|return me? as Mr. Broughton and others’, accord+ 
every joint {upplieth : and this is done round about,\ing to the original fentence, duft thou art, and unto 
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duft foalt thou return, Gen, iii, 1g. and which 7¢)oufnefs for him, confifting of his obedience “in® life 
expected, and will be the cafe of all men, Zec/. xii.jin the days of his fleth, and of his fufferings and 
7. and therefore he thoughe that this might fuffice;jdeath, or blood, by which he and every believer 
that it was enough that he fhould die in a littlejare juftified, before God; and with haga: | 
while through the courfe of nature, and therefore|cloathed, fhall not be found naked : and ba/t fene 
defires he might have fome refpite and eafe whilft|me with bones and finews , the bones are faid by phi- 
he did live ; he could not fee there was any occa-|lofophers® to be the fences of the marrow, and the 
fion to prefs him fo hard, and follow him fo clofe|fiefh the covering of them; the bones yare the 
with afflictions one after another, or be fo rough|ftrength and» ftability of the human’ body; the 
with him and quick upon him ; fince in a fhort}finews or nerves bind arid hold the feveral parts of 
time his brittle clay would break of itfelf, and hejit together, and are of great ufe for its ftrength and 
fhould drop into the duft and lie mouldering there,} motion : the bones, fome of them are’ as pillars to 
as it was of old decreed he fhould. fupport it, as thofe of the legs and thighss and 
y¥. 10. Haft thou not poured me out as milk, cc. Jothers are of ufe to act for it, offenfively and’ des 
’ Exprefling, in modeft terms, his conception. from|fenfively, as thofe of the hands andi arms; and 
the feed of his parents, comparable to milk, from|others are.a ‘cover and fence of the inward parts,'as 
being a liquid, and for its colour: and crudled me\the ribs» Guffetius? feems inclined, could: he have 
like cheefe? that of the female being mixed with,}found an inftance of the word beingrufed for mak+ 
and heated by the male, is hardened like the curdjing a tent; which it has the:fignification of, 10 have 
of which a cheefe is made, and begins to receivejrendered the words, ‘* with bones and fnews, thou 
a form as-that, and becomes an embryo; -and na-|haft given me the form: of a tabernacle; or, thou 
turalifts * make ufe of the fame expreffions when}haft made me to be a tent; fo'the human body is. 
{peaking of thefe things ;-and in this way moft|called.a tabernacle, 1 Cor. v. ». and 2 Pet. i. 135 
interpreters carry the fenfe of the words but|r4. the fkin and flefh being like veils or curtains, 
Schultens. obferves that milk is an .emblem of|which cover; the bones are in the room of ftakes, 
purity and holinefs, fee Lam, iv. 7. and fo thisjand the nerves inftead of cords, the breaft and 
may refpect the original pure formation of man,|belly a cavity: in a fpiritual fenfe, a believer’s 
who came out of his Maker’s hands a, pure,}ftrength lies in the grace of Chrift, in the Lord, 
holy, and upright creature, made after his imagejand in the power of his might; his defencelis the’ 
and in his likenefs, created in righteoufnefs. and|whole armour of God provided for him, particu- 
holinefs, and fo, like milk, pure and white;}larly the helmet of falvation, the fhield of faith, 
or rather, the regeneration and fanctification ofjand the breaft-plate of righteoufnefs, with which 
Job perfonally, and which might be very early,|he is fenced and protected from every {piritual 
as in Yeremiah, John the Baptifi, and others; orlenemy ; and will God fuffer fuch an one to be de- 
however, he was filled and adorned with the gifts}{troyed, whom he hath taken fuch caresof, both in 
and graces of the Spirit of God, was wafhed andJa natural and fpiritual manner ? i 7 ops 
cleanied, and fanctified and juftified; and had his} y.12, Thou boft granted me life and favour, 8¢.]. 
converfation in the world, in all fimplicity, andjOr /ives*; natural life ; both in the womb, where 
godly fincerity, being preferved from grofs-enor-}and when he was quickened, and at his birth, when 
mities in life; was a man that feared God and ef-jhe was brought into the world, and begam-to live 
chewed evil, and had not only the form of godli-Jin it; the rational foul may be intended, by which 
nefs, but the power of it; and was eltablifhed and/he lived; which, when created and infufed into 
confirmed in and by the grace of God, and was|man, and united to his body, he becomes a living 
{trong in the exercife of it; and from hence he ar-|man ; it is the prefence of that which caufes life, 
gues with God, fhould fuch a veffel of grace,Jand the abfence or removal of. that which caufes 
whom he had made fo pure and holy, and had fojdeath; and this is a grant or gift’ from God, who 
confolidated and ftrengthened in a fpiritual and re-|gives to all his creatures life and breath, and all 
ligious way, be crufhed and deftroyed at once. things; fee Job xxxiii. 4. Ads xvii. 25. and is a 
~ ¥. 11. Thou haft clothed me with fkin and flefb,\ favour alfo; a mercy, the chief of mercies; it is 
&c.] The bones with flefh, which is the under-|more than meat ; yea all a man has he will give 
garment, and the flefh with fkin, which is the up-|for his life: befides this, ‘fod had a fpiritual life, a 
per; which is artificially compofed of curious little} principle of it implanted in him; God had quick- 
arteries, veins, nerves, and glands, through whichjed him when dead in trefpaffes and fins ; the {pirie 
the blood continually circulates, and through in-Jof life from Chrift had entered into him, and he ~ 
numerable pores, and tran{pires, of which pores|was become a living fpirirual man: this likewife 
125,000 may be covered with a fmall grain of|was a grant from God, a freegrace-gift of his; it 
fand ’, amazing! Yimeus Locrus” calls them invi-fis he that gives the living water, and gives it free- 
fible little mouths ; fee Ezek. xxxvii. 6, the order|ly, or it would not be grace; for it isa favour 
of generation feems to be obferved ; after the femen}which flows from the free grace and good will of 
is hardened and confolidated, the inward parts are{God ; it is owing to the great love wherewith he 
formed, and then the outward parts, the flefh and]loves men, that he quickens them; his time is a 
fkin, to protect and defend them ; and fo are com-jtime of love, and fo of life ; and éternal life is the 
pared to cloaths which are without a man, and}confequent of this, and is infeparably conneéted 
put about him , Porphyry” calls the body the cloath-] with it ; and ¥od had an intereft in it, a right usto 
ing of the foul ; fee 2 Cor. v. 4. the fpiritual cloath-|it, and a meetnefs for it; he had winiaeeeaten 
ing of ob was the righteoufnefs of his living Re-} faith in it, and hope of enjoying it, and knew that— 
deemer, who was to partake of the fame fefh anc] after death he fhould live this life ; fee ch. xix. 26, 
blood with him, and ftand on the earth in the ful-}27. and this is a gift of God.through ie 
nels of time, and work out and bring in a righte-! ing to his good pleafure, the fruit’ of his 1 vou 
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“and loving-kindnefs': though by favour may be, prefent dealings, were very unlikéé or it may be 
meant fomething diftiné from life ; either the care} beft to underltand thefe things of his afflictions and 
of him ins the womb, ahd the taking of him oyt/troubles, which, notwithftanding his being the 
from thence, which are fornétimes obferved as fin-|work of his hand fo curioufly formed, and not- 
gular mercies and favours 3, fee Pf. xxii. 9. and| withftanding’all his temporal and {piritual mercies, 
Ixxi. 6. or the beatty and comelinels of his body,|jhe had in his heart purpofed, and decreed in hig 
fuch as was on Mo/és, David, and others; fee} mind, and laid up in his treafures, in order to be 
Prov. xxxi. 30. or,rather, it intends in general all}brought forth in due time, and to exercife him 
the temporal bleffings of life, food and raiment,|with ; thefe were the things he had appointed for 
every thing neceffary for. the comfort and. fupport|him, and many fuch things were with him; as ie 
of life; and which are all mercies and favours, and] follows: 1 know that this is with thee; either that 
what men are undeferving of ; and efpecially {piri | he was not ignorant and forgetful of what he had 
tual bleffings, or the bleffings of grace; and the/done in a kind way; or rather, that he had this in 
word here uled is often ufed for grace and mercy,{his mind; and it was an eternal purpofe of his to 
and may fignify the feveral graces of the Spirit be-| afflict him in the manner he-had done: fome con- 
ftowed in regeneration, as faith, hope, love, &¥c.}nect thefe words with the following verfe, as if the 
which are all the gifts of God, and the effects of|fenfe was, thefe are what thou haft hid in thine 
his favour and good-will ; as alfo the blefiings of/heart, and this is what I know is with thee, I 
juftifying, pardoning, and adopting grace; all|/im, &c’. 
which ‘70d was favoured with, as well as with fup-| | y¥. 14. If I fin, then thou market me, é&e.} Or 
plies of grace from time to time, and the frefh dif-|od/erveff me‘; that is, he took notice of his fins, 
coveries of the favour and loving-kindnefs of God/{tri€tly inquired into them and all! the circumftances 
to him, which is better than lite: axd thy vifita-|of them, watched the motions and progrefs of 
tion bath preferved my Jpirit; kept him alive, in a/them, and carefully laid them up, in order to 
natural fenfe, while in the womb, as Yarchi, where} bring them out againft him another day, and afflict 
he was in.a wonderful manner nourifhed; and whenjor punifh him for them ; or he fet a watch about 
he came out from thence,‘ expofed to many diffi-|him, kept him in", and inclofed him on every fide 
culties and dangers, and during his helplefs and] with affliction, as if he was in a wateh or prifon, 
infant-ftate, and amid{t a variety of troubles through-|as Gerfom; or, wilt thou keep me“ ? that is, in 
* out the whole ‘of his life thitherto ; and which was|fuch clofe confinement : Guffetius* renders it, fr 
owing to God’s vifitation of him in a way of mercy have offered a facrifice for fin, as the word is fome- 
every morning; and. which was no other than his| times ufed; fignifying, that though he fhould, as 
providence or daily care of him, and concern for|no doubt he did, offer facrifice for himfelf, as it is 
him ; and fo Mr., Broughton renders it thy provi-|certain he did for his children, yet even that was 
dence’, and fo fome others: likewife he preferved| not regarded by the Lord; he ftill marked and ob- 
his foul or fpirit in a fpiritual fenfe, in Chrift Jefus,} ferved him and his fins, and would not forgive 
in whofe hands he put him ;_ he hid his life in him,| him, or abfolve him from his fins, as follows ; fee 
_ and bound it up in the bundle of life with him ;}ch. vii. 12, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine 
he kept him by. his power as in a garrifon, and] zniquity; clear him of it, and difcharge him from 
preferved him fafe to his kingdom and glory ; and}it; pronounce him innocent, or pardon him; but 
this is to be afcribed to his vifitation of him in ajon the contrary, hold him guilty; and deal with 
way of grace, through the redemption of Chrift,|him as fuch in a rigorous way; or wilt not cleanfe 
and the effectual vocation ofthe bleffed Spirit, andjor purify me, as the Targum and others’, but let 
- the conflant fupplies of grace vouchfafed from time] me continue, or treat me as an impure perfon, not 
to time ; the Targum is, thy remembrance, for it is} fit for communion or converte. - 
owing to God’s remembrance of his people that he} y. 15. /f Pe wicked, wois me, &c.] In this 
vifits them, either in providence or grace; and world, and to all eternity ; afflictions will abide me 
when he vifits them with his providence, or with|here, and everlafting wrath hereafter : thefe are the 
his gracious prefence and protection, it is plain he| woes that belong to a wicked man ; that is, a pro- 
remembers them: now, fince God had favoured] phane and abandoned finner, that lives in fin, and 
him with fuch bleffings of nature, providence, and] gives up himfelf to all manner of wickednefs ; the 
grace, he reafons with him about his prefent cir-|Zargum is, ‘* deftruction to me from the great 
cumftances ; that, after all this, furely he would|judgment ;” utter ruin is my portion, as it is of 
not deftroy him and cut him.off; at leaft he knewjall wicked and unrighteous perfons, J/ iii. 11. and 
not how well to reconcile paft favours with fuch if I de righteous, yet will I not lift up my head; live 
hard and fevere ufage as he thought he met with/a holy life and converfation, be righteous in the 
from him. * id ek SP 9 fight of men, and behave fo as not to know any 
y¥. 13. And thefe' things thou haft bid in thine\thing by himfelf, nor to be confcious of living in 
heart, &c.] Meaning, either the mercies and fa-|any known fin; yet he could not take any comfort 
vours he had indulged him with; thefe he feemed|from it} or have any pleafure in it, or {peak peace 
to conceal and fupprefs the memory of, as if|to himfelf on account of it, or glory in it and 
they had_ never been, by a different conduct and|make his boaft of it; or lift up his head before 
behaviour; or rather, thefe he had laid up in his]God with boldnefs and confidence, who is fo pure 
mind and memory, and had full knowledge andjand holy, and his eyes fo quick in difcerning the 
remembrance, of ; though he dealt with him in the}fins of men: a good man derives his peace and 
manner he did, he could not forget his former fa-}comfort, not from his own righteoufhefs, but from 
yours to him, which, when compared with his!the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and puts his confidence 
in 
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own; and cannot, nay dare not lift up his head, as from- hurting others, and. to. chaftize-h 
Mr. Broughton, the Tigurine verfion, and others ‘what he had done to them : but it would be 
render it, thro’ fhame, being fenfible that nothing bétter to confider this in a:light ‘more ag nes 
_of his own can ftand before an holy God, or give Fod’s character, as a good man, @ right dt 
him joy, pease, and pleafure: there ; the Yargum|who is as bold as.a lion, and fear ‘nothtives 
adds, before the ungodly 3 but this a man may do|Xxviil. 1. and fuch an one was a 
beforé men, when he cannot before God: 1 am profperity lifted. up his, head and al 
full of confufion , being in fach a dilemma; let him|and. contequently not fearing the frowns ¢ 
be what he would, he was fure to have affliction, |nor, the malice of Satan; but now this 
forrow, and diftrefs, fo that he knew-not what. to hunted by the Lord himfelf, and compaffed 
fay-or'do ; or reproach’, which he was loaded with{net, ch. xix. 6. and to this fenfe is the ve 
by his friends, and was occafioned by his afflictions, Schultens, connecting the words with the’ 
they judging. from thence that he was a wicked|claufe, bim therefore wha walked high as a lion, 
many and juftly punifhed for his fins; the word|4umblet ; he who before carried bis head 
uled fignifies a burning heat, fuch as a man feels|being afraid of none,-is how hunted down, a 
in his breaft, and which flufhes-in his face, when low enough, proftrate and diftrefled:- and ag 
he is filled with anger or with fhame: therefore fee thou foewest thyfelf marvellous upon me, or, thou re 
thou mine offliion ; not with his eye of omnilcience, turueft' and feeweft, Sc. after he had afflicted him | 
that he knewhe did, but with an eye of pity and|in one way, “he returned and affliéted him im ano- - 
compaffion, and deliver him from it; or, J am|ther; and he not only repeated his afflitions, aaa 
full with feeing mine affifion, as Farchi, or, 1 am deviled new ways of affli€ting him, u1 sermon! .- 
one that fees affliétion* , that has an experience of ones, {uch as railed admiration in all behold 
it; fees it all around me, and nothing elfe, Lam. iil. things rare and uncommon do: 7oé’s afflictions 
r. am a peéfator* of it, as fome render, its but| were furprifing ones; to be ftripped atonce of. ey 
not a mere fpectator, but one that has a, fenfible fubftance, fervantsy children, and health; and it. 
feeling of it: fome take this, and the former|might be more wonderful to fome, that ‘God, fo 
claufe both to be an addrefs to God, and render] gracious and merciful as he is, fhould aff rye ae 
thern, be fatisfied with confufion> and behold my af- ¢ bre 


a fevere and rigorous manner; and efpecial 
fiition, as Broughton and others®; let the prefent he fhould afflict fo good a man, one fo juft a 
calamity and confufion I am in be fufficient;. let it 


right as ‘fob was, in fuch a way : and it wa 
no more be laid upon me; be content with what 


marvellous to Job himfelf, who was at a lofs 
has been done, and pity me, and do not lay thine 
hand heavier upon me, and add to my afflictions, 


count for it, not being confcious to himfelf of 
grofs enormity he had committed, or of a 

as he thought he did, by what follows. ; 

~ . 16. For it increafeth, &c.| That is, | the af- 


courfe of life, or of any one’fin he had indulged tc 
wherefore God fhould come forth againff® himas 

AiiGtion increafeth, which is a reafon why pity fhould 

be fhown him, feeing his troubles inftead of abating 


enemy, in fo terrible a manner: fo fome re ndet the | ; 
particle. | RS aS * 

were growing upon him} he had as much, or more] ¥. 17. Thou reneweft thy witneffes ‘again “me, . 

than he could well bear, and yet more was added|&c.] . Not the devils, as fome, nor Job's friends : 

to it; fo that he was an objeét of compaffion: or,jas others 5 but rather afflictions, which were da ly 

it liftetb itfelf up*; rhefe proud waves of affliction renewed, and frequently repeated, new troubles. 

rife, {well, and lift themfelves on high, and threaten|coming continually one upon another; which were. 


to overwhelm and utterly deftroy ; fome render it brought as frefh witneffes againft him, ‘achich fh ade” 
as a with, ob, that it increafed*; that it would;the fuit tirefome to him, the trial to-laft the loréer, ~ 
come to its height, and quickly and at once put an}|which he’ wifhed was at an end; that ae thes . 
end to this miferable life of mine: ¥od’s afMi€tion|fentence might be pronounced and executed, and he’ ~ . 
was a lingering one, it proceeded flowly ; he wifhed|be difpatched at once ; but inftead of that thease - 
it would make more hatte, and become ftronger, fair was protracted by bringing Pgh de ‘ Pe 
and foon difpatch him 5 fee ch. vi. 9. thow bunteft\another, or one afifiction upon the back of. another, 
meas a fierce lion, as the ramping fhakal, as Mr.|which were brought as witneffes before Dim ® hg ‘: 
Broughton ; the lion rampant, that is hungry,|fome render it; either to accufe him, and canpinen- : 
fierce, and’ ravenous, that purfues its prey with of fin, or as proofs of God’s indignation againtt 
great eagernefs, and never leaves till it comes upjhim, as inthe next claufe; or they were witnefies 
to it, when ‘it feizes‘and devours it at once 5 or 7, againtt him. with the prophane world, and e: , : 
the affliction, bunteth me, purfues me clofely, and|with his friends, who from hence:concluded. 
will not leave, but threatens deftruction to me; or|have been, and was.a_ wicked man. hee 
rather, #how, that is God, whois often in fcripture)many and fuch great affictions laid upon him 
compared to a lion, particularly when afflicting, or|thefe continued and repeated ; of which they jude- 
about to afict the fons of men ; fee Jf: xxxviii. 19.Jed. thefe were full and fufficient proofs wi 
Hof, v. 14. and xiii, 7, 8. fome* interpret the|monies.. Sebultens renders it, thy in 
words, as if %ob was compared to a lion ‘hunted by|interprets it of inflruments of huntin 
men, at which darts were caft, for which nets were|the like, to which afflictions may be 
prepared, and pits were dug: according to this and increafefh thine indignation upon me 
fenle ‘ob was dealt with: as if, in the time of hisjof it, by increafing afflictio ; 
_ profperity, he had been like a fierce and cruel lion, jin his. mind; for trom his aff 
preying upon and opprefiing others; now the Lord creafe of them, he judged of the 
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God upon him, orragainft him” , and the increafe|I fhould have died in it, and that would have been 
of it; as thele were daily renewed, and were greater]my grave ; and which would have been more eligi- 
and greater, fo was the fenfe he hadof the wrath}ble than to come into the world, and live fuch a mi- 
and difpleafure of God againft him; fee ch, vi. 4.|ferable life as I now live: and no eye bad feen me ; 
changes and war are againfi me , or with me, or up-\no eye would have feen him, had he not been taken 
on me*, by changes are meant the various afflictive)/out of the womb; or however if he had died di- 
providences which attended. him, which were re-)reétly, would not have feen him alive; and an abor- 
peated, or fucceeded one another in their turns ;\tive or ftill-born child few fee, or care to fee; and 
great changes he .had undergone in his eftate and/had he been fuch an one, he had never been feen’in 
fubftance, from the greateft man in the eaft now|the circumftances he now was; and by this he fug- 
become the pooreft; in his family, his fervants,|gefts, that he was now fuch a fhocking fight as 
and ‘children being deftroyed; in his body, being] was not fit to be feen by men, and which would have 
covered with boils; and in his.mind, being filled|been prevented, had he died in the womb. _. 
with a fenfe of God’s difpleafure, andunder the hi-| y..19. 1 /hould have been as though I had not been, 
dings of his face: and war was againft him onjé&c.} For, though it cannot. be faid abfolutely of 
every fide, not only the law in -his members wasjfuch an. one, an abortive or untimely birth, thatit 
warring againit the law of his mind, his corrup-jis a non-entity, or never exifted ; yet compara- 
tions working powerfully under his afflictions ; and|tively ic is. as‘if it never had a being; it being feen 
he was conflicting with Saéaz, and his principalities| by none or very. few, it having had no name, nor 
and powers ; but even his friends were at war with|any converfation among men; but at once buried, 
him, yea God himfelf in his opinion counted and|and buried in forgetfulnefs, as if no fuch one had 

streated him as an enemy. Jed was in awarfare-|ever been; fee Keclef: vi. 3, 4, 5... This od 
ftate, and his afflictions came upon him like troops,|wifhed for, for fo fome render it, ob, that I bad 
and charged him one after another ; or his afflictions| cen, as tho’ J had never been*; andthen he.would 
were like an army‘, as the word. may be rendered, have never been involved in fuch troubles he was, 
many and-numerous ; and thefe were either repeat-|he would have been free from all his affiGions and 
ed, ornew ones fucceeded others 5 different afflic-|diftreffes, and never have had any experience of 
tions in their turns came upon him, and particu-|the forrows.that now furrounded him: J /hould have 
larly an army of vorms were continually running] deen carried from the womb to thegrave , if he had 
to and fro upon him; feech. vii. 5. the word is|not been.brought out of it, the womb had been his 
rendered an appointed time, ch, vii. 1. and fo fome|grave, ds ia Yer. xx. 17. or if he had. died in it, 
take it here, and may fignify that all the changes|and had. been ftill-born, he would quickly have 
and viciffitudes in life he pafled through, the va-|been carried to his grave ;. he would have feen and 
rious afflictions that came upon him, were at the/known nothing of life and of the world, and the 
fet and appointed time, as well as there was an ap-|things in it; and particularly of the troubles that. - 
pointed time for him on éarth, until his laft)attend mortals here : his paffage in it and through 
change came. it would have been very fhort, or none at all, no 

y¥. 18. Wherefore then haft thou brought me forth\longer than from the womb to the grave and fo 
out of the womb ? &e.| Into this world; this act] fhould never have known what forrow was, or fuch 
is rightly afcribed by ‘od to the Lord, as it is by|aMflictions he now endured; fuch an one being in 
David, Pf. xxii. 9. and Ixxi. 6. which kind act of|his efteem happier than he ; fee Eccl. iv. 3. 
God Feb complains of, and wifhes it had. never] -y¥.20. Are not my, days few? &c.| They are 
been, feeing his life was now fo miferable andjfo, the days of every man are but few; fee ch. 
uncomfortable ; here he returns to his former com-|xiv. 1. P/- xc. 10. the remainder of 7od’s days 
plaints, wifhes, and expoftulations, exprefied: with|were but few; confidering the courfe of nature, 
fo much vehemence and paffion in ¥. 3. and forjand efpecially, the fore afflictions he had on him, 
which his friends blamed him, and endeavoured tojit could not be thought his days on earth were 
convince him of his error in fo doing ; but it does}many ; in all likelihood, according, to human pro- 
not appear, that their arguments carried any force) bability, he had but a few days. to live: or are 
in them with him, or had any effect upon him ; he|xot my days a fmall little thing ®? it is as an hands- 
ftill continues in the fame mind, and by repeating} breadth, as nothing befere God, Pf. xxxix. & 
juftifies what he had faid 5. and thought he had fuf-|cea/e then; that is, from afflicting him ; fince he 
ficient reafon to wifh he had never been born, that|had fo fhort a time to live, he requefts there might 
he had died in the womb, fince his afflictions were|be fome intermiffion of his trouble; that he might 
fo very great and increafing, andfince God purfued|have fome intervals of comfort and refrefhment, 
him as a fierce lion ; and, according’to his fenfe of|that not all his days, which were fo few, fhould be 
things, his indignation-againft him appeared more|{pent in grief and forrow : fome connect this with 
and more, and his life was a continued fucceflion of|the preceding claufe, and which is moft agreeable 
trouble and diftrefs: and that I bad given up the\to the,accents, hall not the fewne/s of my days ceafe* ? 
ghoft; that is, in the womb, and had never been|I have but a few days, and thefe few days will 
brought out of it, atleaft alive ; or it may be ren-|foon ceafe ; therefore give me fome refpite from 
dered not as a wifh, but as an affirmation, J /bou/d| my afflictions ; and fo the Targum, “‘ are not my 
have given up the ghof 5 or, foor then lfoould have|\days {wift and ceafing ?” and Jet me alone, don’t 
expired® ; if fuch care had not been taken of me,|follow me with afflictions, or difturb and diftrefs 
if God had nor been fo officious to me as to take|/me with them ; but take off thine hand, that I may 
me out of my mother’s womb at the proper time,|have fome reft and eafe ; fee ch. vii. 10. or put 
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464 : 


from we 4 thine afiger, as Kimchi, or thine army, 
as Funius and Tremellius ,; or thy camp, as Cocceius 5 
that is, decamp from me, remove thy treops, the 
changes and war that are againft me, 
am. befieged, furrounded, and ftraitened 5 


¥ 0 B. 


pleafure, comfort, and converfation, can be had ; 
and therefore a land in itfelf moft undefirable. 
yr. 22. A land of darknefs, as darkne/s itfelf, &cc.] 


by which I}Not merely like it, but truly fos as grofs thick 
let me|darknefs, like that of Egypt, that might be felt ; 


be delivered from them: that I may take comfort a even blacknefs of darknefs, which ‘is as dark as it 


little ; that he might have fome breathing-time, 
fome refpite from his troubles, fome refreihment 
to his'fpirit, fome reviving to his fainting foul, 
fome renewing of ftrength, before he departed this 
life ; fee Pf. xxxix. 13. fo Aben Ezra and Gerfom 
render it: that I may be ftrengthened ; or that his 
heart might gather ftrength. 

y.21. Before I go whence I fball not return, 
&c.] Before he.went out of the world, the way of 
all flefh, tothe grave his long home, from whence 
there is no return to this world, and to the bufinefs 
and affairs of it; to a man’s houfe, his family and 
his friends, to converfe with them as before, there 
willbe no return until the refurrection, which Fob 
does not here deny, as fome have thought ; it was 
a doétrine he well underftood, and ftrongly af- 
ferts in ch. xix. 26, 27. but this muft be under- 
ftoodin the fame fenfe as in ch. vil. 9, 10. even ¢o 
the land of darknefs, and the fhadow of death ; which 
defcribes not the ftate of the damned, as fome Po 
pif interpreters carry it ; for Zod had no thought 
nor fear of fuch a ftate; but the grave, which is 
called a Jand, or country, it being large and {pa- 
cious, and full of inhabitants ; a land of darkne/s, 
a very dark one, where the body feparated from the 


‘poffibly can be; 


not only dark, but darknefs, ex- 
tremely dark: and of the foadow of death ; which 
is repeated for the illuftration and confirmation of 
it, as having init all kind of darknefs, and that to 
the greateft degree: without any order, or orders'; 
or viciffitudes and fucceffions of day and night, 
fumimer and winter, heat and cold, wet and dry ; 
or revolutions of fun, moon, and ftars, or of the 
conftellations, as Aben Ezra ; and whither perfons 
go without any order, either of age, fex, or fta- 
tion ; fometimes a young man, fometimes an old 
man, and the one before the other ; fometimes a 
man, fometimes a woman; fometimes a king, 
prince, and nobleman, and fometimes a peafant ; 
fometimes a rich man, and fometimes a poor man ; 


no order is obferved, but as death feizes them they 4 


are brought and laid in the grave, and there is no 
order there ; the bones and duft of one and the 
other in a fhort time are mixed together, and there 
is no knowing to whom they belong, only by the 
omnifcient God: and where the light is as darknefs ; 
were there any thing in the grave that could with 
any propriety be called light, even that is nothing 
but darknefs ; darknefs and light ate the fame 
thing there: or when it /bineth it is darkne/s * ; that 


F Ch.x. y. 21, 2.46 @ 


foul is deprived of all light ; where the fun, moon,|is, when the fun fhines brighteft here, “as at noon- 
and ftars are never feen; nor is there the leaft cre-|day, it is entire darknefs in the grave 3; no light 
vice that light can enter in at, or be feen by thofe|is difcerned there, the rays of the fun canhot pe- 
that dwell in thofe fhades, which are the /hadow of |netrate there; and could they, there is no vive 


death itfelf ; deadly fhades, thick and grofs ones, |faculty in the dead to receive them ; all darknefs 
the darkeft fhades, where death itfelf is, or dead Jis in thofe fecret places. ag! 


men are, deftitute of light and life ; where no 


CHA 


ie this chapter Zophar the Naamatbite, Fob’s 
third friend, attacks him, and that with great 
acrimony and feverity, and with much indecency ; 
he charges him not only with loquacity, and vain 
babling, but with lying, and with fcoffing at God, 
and good men, Y. 1, 2, 3. which he attempts to 
fupport by fome things 70d had faid, mifreprefent- 
ed by him, ¥. 4. and wifhes that God would take 
him in hand, and convince him of the wifdom of 
the divine proceedings with him, and of his lenity 


iaiene,< & 


vifit him, ch, ii. 1. fee the note there ; and who 
perhaps might be the youngeft, fince his turn was 
to fpeak lait; and he appears to have lefs modefty 
and prudence, and more fire and heat in him, than 
his other friends; though he might be the more 
irritated by obferving, that their arguments were 
baffled by ob, and had no manner of effec on 
him, to caufe him to recede from his firft fenti- 
ments and conduct : and faid ; as follows. 

¥. 2. Shouldnot the multitude of words be anfwer- 


and mercy to him, ¥.5, 6. and then difcourfes of|ed ? &c.] Zophar infinuates, that ob was a mere 


the unfearchablenefs of God in his counfels, and 
conduét ; of lis fovereignty, and ef his power, 
and of the vanity and folly of men, ¥. 7—12. 
and as his friends before him, having infinuated 
that ‘Fob was guilty of fome heinous fin, or fins, 
and efpecially of hypocrify, advifes him to repen- 
tance and reformation, and then it would be well 
with him ; and he fhould enjoy much comfort, 
peace, and fafety, even to old age, ¥. 13—19. 
and concludes it fhould go ill with the wicked man 
and the hypoerite, fuch as he fuggefts ‘fod was, 
¥.20. ‘ i 


¥.1..Then anfwered Zophar the Naamathite, 
&c.] The third of od’s friends, that came to 


ion 0 xd} & non ordines, Pagninus, Montanus, Bolducius, Mercerus; fine ordinibus, PR Schmidé? 
> 


Beza; an mul- ; 
. , ” 


® YOM fplendet, Beza, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 


tus verbis, Mercerus, fo Kimchi & Ben Melech; and moft Hebrew writers take > for an adjective, 


babler, a talkative man, that had wards, but no 
matter, faid a great deal, but there was nothin in 
what he faid ; that his words were but wind oe 
in effect that he was a fool, who is commonly fal 
of words, and is known by the multitude of them ; 
and whereas he might think to bear down all before’ 
him in this way, and to difcourage perfons from 
giving him an anfwer ; this Zopbar fuggefts fhould 
not be the cafe, nor would he be deterred hereb 

from giving one, which he now undertook: fome 
fupply it, as Bar Tzemach, foould not a man of a 
multitude of words’, &c. a verbofe man, a dealer in 


many words, and nothing elfe, fhould not he be. 


anfwered? if he ufes nothing but words, and 
there’s no argument in them, they feem not to de- 


* £937 AWN an abundans verbis, 


. 


4 


Ch. xi. ¥. 3, 4. 


ferve an anfwer, unlefs it be to thew the emptinefs 
-of them, expofe a man’s folly, and pull down his 
pride and vanity : and fhould a man full of talk be 
Jujified ? or, a man of lipst, an eloquent man, 
or one that affects to be fo; a man of a fine fpeech, 
who artfully colours things, and makes a fhew 


of wifdom and truth, when there are neither in what] faints at the right hand 
he fays ; is fuch a. man to be juftified ? he would|jeered and fcoffed at: 


feem to be in his own eyes at leaft, if not in the 
eyes of others, if not anfwered; he would be 
thought to have carried his point, to have had the 
better of the argument, and to have got the vic: 
tory by dint of words, and power of oratory ; for 
this is not to be underftood of juftification before 
God ; for as no man is heard and accepted by him 
for his much /peaking, as was the opinion of the 
heathens, fo neither are any juftified on account of 
their many words, any more than their many 
works ; fince, in a multitude of words, there are 
often not only much folly and weaknefs, but vani- 
ties and fins, Prov. x. 19. Eccl. v. 7. there is in- 
deed a fenfe in which a man is juftified by his words, 
Matt. xii. 37. when he confefles Chrift, and pro- 
fefles to be juftified by his righteoufnefs, and be- 
lieves in that, and pleads it as his juftifying righte- 
oufnels ; he is juftified by that righteoufnefs which 
is contained in the confeffion and profeffion of his 
faith ; but this is*not here meant. 

¥. 3. Should thy lies make men hold their peace, 
&c.]. By which he means, either lies in common, 
untruths wilfully told, which are fins of a fcanda- 
lous nature, which good men will not dare to com- 
mit knowingly ; and to give a man, efpecially fuch 
a man, the lie, is very indecent; and to charge a 
man falfely with it is very injurious: or elfe doétri- 
nal ones, errors in judgment, falfhoods concerning 


OB. 
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good men, is very bad 5 indeed it is the chara¢ter of 
the worft of men ; and fuch fhould be made afhamed, 
if poffible, by expofing their fin and folly ; and if 
not here, they will be covered with thane hereaf- 
ter, when they fhall appear before God, the Judge 
of all, who will not be mocked, and fhall fee the 
of Chrift, whom they have 
but this was not ¥od’s true 
character; he was no mocker of God nor of good 
men ; in this he was wronged and injured, and had 
nothing of this fort to be made afhamed of, 

¥. 4. For thou baft faid, &c.] What follows is 
produced to fupport the charge, efpecially of lying, 
which feems to be founded on what he had fzid in 
ch. vi. 10,39. My doGfrine is pure; free from 
error, unadulterated, unmixed, not blended with 
heathenifh principles and human doétrines ; but 
tending to purity of heart and life, as every word 
of God, and doétrine that comes from him is pure, 
yea very pure, like filver purified feven times; and 
fuch was 7ob’s doétrine which he received from God, 
took’ up and profeffed, taught and delivered to 
others, fo far-as was agreeable to the will of God, 
and the revelation he had then made: and it ap- 
pears that od had very clear and fublime notions 
of God, of his being and perfeétions, of his works 
of nature, providence, and grace; of Chrift his 
living Redeemer, of redemption and juftification by 
him, and of the refurrection of the dead; and had 
purer and better notions of divine things than his 
friends had, and {poke righter things of God than 
they did, God himfelf being witnefs, ch. xlii. 7, 8. 
fome interpret this of the purity of his life and con- 
verfation : he is farther charged with faying: and I 
am clean in thine eyes {peaking to God, as Farche 
obferves ; and indeed fo he was, and every be- 


God and things divine ; which not only are not of|liever is, in an evangelic fenfe; as to the new man, 


the truth, for no lie is of the truth, but are againft 
it; and indeed where the cafe is notorious in either 


which is created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs, 
is without fin, and cannot commit it; and as wathed 


fenfe, men fhould not be filent, or be as men deaf] from-all fin in the blood of Chrift, and as cloathed 


and dumb, as the word" fignifies, as if they did 
not hear the lies told them, or ‘were unconcerned 
about them, or connived at them: David would 
not fuffer a liar to be near him, nor dwell in his 
houfe, P/. ci. 7. acommon liar ought to be re- 
proved and rejected; and doétrinal liars and lies 
fhould be oppofed and refifted; truth fhould be 
contended for, and nothing be done againft it, but 
every thing for it: it is criminal to be filent at 
either fort of lies; nor fhould the bold and blufter- 
ing manner in which they are told frighten men 
from a detection of them, which perhaps is what 
may be hinted at here”; fome render the words *, 
Jeould thine iniquity frighten men? they are not fo 
{trong and nervous as to appear unanfwerable, and 
deter men from undertaking a reply unto them ; 


with his righteoufnefs, in which the faints are fault- 
lefs before the throne, and are unblameable and ir- 
reproveable in the fight of God: but Zopbar’s 
meaning is, that od had afferted that he was en- 
tirely free from fin in himfelf, was wholly without 
it, and did not commit any; and had appealed to 
God, as knowing it to be true; and which he 
feems to have grounded on what he had faid, ch, 
x. 7. through a miftake of his fenfe; which was 
not that he was free from fin, entirely, but from 
any grofs, notorious fin, or from a wicked courfe 
of living, and particularly from the fin of hypo- 
crify, his friends fuggefted he was guilty of ; other- 
wife he confefies himfelf a finner, and prays for the 
pardon of his fins, and difclaims. perfection in him- 
felf; fee ch. vii. 20, 21. and ix. 20, 3a, 31. and 


and when thou mockeft, fhall no man make thee|indeed there is no creature in itfelf clean in the 
afoamed? here Fob is reprefented as a mocker of] fight of God, either angels or men; every man is 
God, which is inferred from ch. x. 3. and at his naturally unclean ; no good man is without fin, 
friends, and the arguments they ufed, and the ad-| without the being, indwelling, and commiffion of 
vice they gave, which is concluded from his words,|it; nor will any truly gracious man fay he is; he 
in ch. vi. 25, 26. and as one hardened, who was|knows otherwife, and acknowledges it; he that 
not, and could not be made afhamed of what he|fays he is, muft be an ignorant man, or a vain and 
had faid againft either, by any thing that bad been] pharifaical man; yea, mutt not fay the truth: fome 
offered for his reproof and conviction: to make a/have fufpeéted the firft part of the words to be 
mock of God, or a jeft of divine things, or fcoff at| Yob’s, and I am clean; and the other Zopbar’s, 


explaining 
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xplaining them; that is, i thine eyes*; in hisjare not known, ‘nor to be traced 5 though | ome. 
emer henton as if i had a high and con- times he makes his judgments manifeit, a dh 
ceited opinion of himfelf. . ; _. |mind-in them; and what he does now which nen 
yg. But O that God would fpeak, &c.] To|know not, he fhews them hereafter ; efpecially his. 
ob, and {top his'mouth, fo full of words ; con-jown people, and particularly when in the fanctus in 
vict him of his lies, reprove him for his mocks and of the Lord, and in the way of their duty, wher %, 
{coffs, and make him afhamed of them 3 refute hislevery thing appears right and beautiful, they be 

falfe doétrine and oppofe it, and fhew him his folly |fore were ready to complain of; fee mire | <% 
and vanity in imagining it to be pure, and in con-jand then it is feen : shat they are double to the a 
ceiting him(elf to be free from fin, and even in the|weich is! or to wifdem® 5 as the word is rendere . 

fight of God himfelf : Zophar feems by this with tojin Prov. it. 7. that is, to human wifdom ; an 
fuggeft, that what his friends had as yet fpoke had then the fenfe is, that the fecrets of divine wifdo 
had no effet upon ed, and fignified nothing; and|difplayed, whether in the doctrines of gracé or 
that he defpaired of bringing him to any true fenfe|the methods of providence, being fhown and ma 
of himf<lf and his cafe, but that God only could manifeft, would appear to be double ; that is, val 
do it; and therefore he intreats he would take him/yea infinitely to exceed the wildom of men; and- 
in hand, and fpeak unto him; as he had by his that thefe which men are apt to arraign as weale! 
providences in afflicting him, fo by his Spirit injand wrong, are the effects of the higheft wifdom, or’ 
teaching and inftructing him; and, he adds: and|they then appear fo zo a man of wifdom* 3 fo the ; 
open bis lips againft thee, or rather; with thee, or|\fupply may be made, as is in Mic. vi, 9. or elfe 
to thee*; converfe with thee; fpeak out his mindjthe fenfe is, were ‘fod let in to the feeret wifdom of 
freely ; difclofe the fecrets of his wifdom, as in the|God more, and into the purity and holinefs of ‘his 
next verfe, and that for thy good; fully convince law, which fome underttand by that which is, or 
thee .of thy fins, miftakes, and follies : for, not-|wifdom, and render it according to the law*; and fee 
withftanding all the heat and warmth of Zophar’s what that requires, and how much fhort he comes 
ipirit, yet, being a good man, as it cannot belof it, and what and how many were his tranigref-' 
thought he. fhould wilfully and knowingly flander|fions and violations of it; it then would be plain 
Fob, and put a falfe glofs on his words, fo neither/to him, that the punifhment that God, in wifdom,- 
could he defire any hurt or injury to'be done him,jand according to his righteous law, might inflict 
or that God would deal with him, as an enemy ;/upon him, would be double; or greatly, yea infinitely 
only convince and reprove him for his fin, andjexceed thofe afflictions he was now exerciféd with, 
juftify himfelf and his own conduét, which he ima-|and therefore he had no reafon to complain 3 to. 
gined od had arraigned. - |which-agrees what follows: know therefore that God 
~ ¥.6. And that he would foew: thee the fecrets of\exatieth of thee lefs than thine  iniquities deferve 5 
wifdom, &c.| Either of found doétrine,, in oppo-|or punifhes, afflicts, or chaftifes, lefs than the de- 
fition to his own doctrine he had fuch a vain opi-jferts of fin; fee Ezr, ix. 13. fome render it, God 
nion of; and then he would fee, as he thought, that|exaceth of thee fomething of thine’ imquity; fo Fu- 
it was not fo pure, as he imagined it to be: thejmus and Tremellius ; according to which verfion the. 
gofpel, and the doétines of it are the wifdom ofjfenfe is, that fins are debts, ‘and thefe many ; and 
God, the produce of it, and in which it is dif-|that payment of part of the debt of punifhment for 
played ; as in the doctrines of election to graceand|them is only required, which is not truth fe for, 
glory, of redemption by Chrift, of juttification by|though there is a debt of punifhment due to Juttice 
his righteoufnefs, and pardon by-his blood; by|for fin, yet it is not part of it only that is required: 
which all-the divine perfections are glorified, the|of the finner, but the whole, if any; for indeed 
juftice and holinefs of God, as well.as his grace]no part of it is exacted of God’s people, fince the 


nd mercy: and there are /ecrets or myfteries in} whole has been exacted of Chrift, and he has an- 
chis wifdom- of .God, 1 Cor. ii. 6, 7. Matt. xiii.|fwered and paid the whole debt, and blotted out the 
11. or myfterious doctrines, which, though, re-jhand-writing againft them; wherefore the word ufed 
vealed, yet the modus, or manner of them, is notjhas rather the fignification of forgetfalnefs, and’ ° 
to be fearched out and underftood; fuch is the/may be rendered, either God bath caufed, or juf- 
trinity of perfons in the Godhead, the union of the|fered thee to forget part of thine iniquity®; or'thow 
two natures in Chrift, the faints union to God andjcouldft never fay that thou wert clean in his eye, anc 
communion with him, the refurrection of the dead,|free from fin; or, God himfelf has forgot pare of . 
€c. and thefe and fuch like them are only fhewn by|thine iniquity’; in that he has afflicted’ thee fo 
the Lord ; men cannot come at them of themfelves,|mildly, and with fo much lenity; or, bath for-. 
by their own natural reafon and underftanding 5 it|gotten thee for thine iniquity’; forfook him, hid 
is God that reveals them, in his word, and by his|his face from him, Jaid his hand-on him, and fo: 
Spirit, and gives his. people an increafing know-jchaftifed him, fo that he feemed to. be forgotte 
ledge of them, 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. Pf, xxv. 14. and{him, or he to forget to be gracious to him; all’wl 
and cxix. 18. or it may be rather the fecrets of the|were owing to his fins, thefe were the caufes of 
wifdom of divine, providence, in the governmentjor, will condemn thee for thine iniquity®,  ~ 
of the world, and the ordering of all things in it} y. 7. Canft thou by fearching find out God?) 
according to the counfel of God, may be here|is not to be found out by human fearch; that th 
meant; there isa great difplay of the wifdom oflis a God, may be found out by énquiring i 
God in providence, and there are fecrets in it indif-}book of nature, by confidering. the crez har 
coverable by creatures ; his ways are paft.finding|are made, who all proclaim fome fi E caufe Yr 5% 
out, they are in the deep waters, and his foot{teps}maker of them, who is God; bur then it c oe 
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Ch. xi. ¥%. 8—ro. F.. 0. B. 


be found out what God is, his nature, being, andjcomes through him ; what of the divine ptefence’ 
perfections: an heathen philofopher® being afked}and communion with God is enjoyed, is by him; 
by a certain king what God was, required a day|and he will be the medium of the enjoyment of 
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to give in his anfwer; when that was up he defired|God, and of all the 


glory and happinefs of the 


a fecond, and {till went on afking more; and be |faints in the world to come. 


ing demanded the reafon of his dilatorinefs, replied, 


¥. 8. It is as high as heaven; what canft thon 


the more he had confidered the queftion, the more|do? 8&c.] Or, is higher than the beavens' , either 


obfcure it was to him: the world by wifdom, or the 
wifer. part of the heathen world, kwew not God , 
though they knew there was one, they knew not 
who and what he was ; and therefore in fome places 
altars were erected to the unknown God : and tho’ 
fome of the perfeétions of God. may be inveftigated 
from the works of nature, fuch as the power, ' wif- 
dom, and goodnefs of God, Rom. i. 19, 20. yet 
not all his perfections, fuch as his grace, mercy, 
ce. proclaimed and difplayed in Chrift ; nor in- 
deed his counfels, purpofes, and decrees, which lie 
in his eternal mind, are the thoughts of his heart, 
the deep things of God, which none but the Spirit 
of God fearches, knows, and reveals; and fince 


the wifdom of God and the fecrets of it ; the per- 
fection of his wifdom, by which he has made the 
heavens ; or evangelical wifdom, hid in his heart, 
and which the higheft of creatures, the angels, 
come at the knowledge of only by revelation ; and 
therefore, what can man do to find it out, unlefs 
God reveals it? or wifdom difplayed in dark pro- 
vidences, which ‘can never be accounted for until’ 
the judgments of God’ are made manifeft: or elfe, 
be that is God, as the Vulgate Latin’ verfion, is 
higher than the heavens ; the heaven-is' his: throne 
on which he fits, and: therefore he muft be higher 
than that;\-the heavens, and heaven: of. heavensy 
cannot contain him; he fills up the infinite {pace 


Zophar’s requeft was, that God fhould fhew to ¥ob{beyond them ; how is it poffible. therefore to find! 


the fecrets of wifdom,»thefe may be meant here, 
either, evangelical wifdom, the wifdom of God in a 


him out, to’ comprehend him? deeper than bell; 
what canft thou know ? meaning, neither the grave’ 


myftery hid in his heart from everlafting, and the/nor the place of the damned, for both’ which Sheol 


myfterious truths and doctrines of it, things which 
eye has not feen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered 


is fometimes ufed, but the centre or loweft part of 
the earth ; there is a depth in God, in his effencey 


into the heart of man to conceive of; thefe are notjin his thoughts, in his wifdom, difplayed in na- 


to be found out by human fearch, but are by the 
revelation of God; or elfe the reafons of the pro- 


ture, . providence, and grace, that is unfathom- 
able ; we can know nothing of it, but what he is 


ceedings of God in providence, which are out of|pleafed'to make known; fee Pf. xcii. 5. Rom. xi. 
the reach of men, dark, intricate, myfterious, un-|33. the Targum of the verfe is, “* in the heighth off 
fearchable, and paft finding out: canjt thou find out\heaven, what canft thou do? in the law which is 
the Almighty unto perfetion? to the uttermoft of his|deeper than hell, what canft thou know ?” 

nature and perfections; all his attributes, the] ¥. 9. The meafure thereof is longer than the earth, 
Jaft of them, and the extremity thereof: that God!and broader tham the fea.\ Length is. generally: 
is perfect and entire, wanting nothing, and is pof-|afcribed to the earth, and/width to the fea; the 
fefied of all perfections may be found out, or other-Jends of the earth are ufed for a great diftance, and 
wife he would not.be God’; but his effence and at-|the fea is called the great and wide fea ; fee* Pf 
tributes being infinite,’ .can never’ be traced and{Ixxii. 1. and civ..25. but God and his. perfections, 
comprehended by finite minds; there are fome per-| particularly his wifdom and underftanding, are in- 
feétions of God we have’ no idea of; but are loft in}finite, P/ cxlvii.5. and will admit of no dimen- 
confufion and amazement. as foon as we think of|fions; as his love; fo his wifdom, has an. heighth 
them and reéafon about them, as his eternity and|which cannot be reached, a depth ‘that cannot be 


immenfity particularly ; for, when we have rolled 
over in our minds millions and millions of ages, 
we'are as far off from eternity as when we began; 
and when we have pervaded all worlds, and every 
fpace and place, we have got no further into im- 
menfity than at firft; we are confounded when we 
think of a being without beginning and without 
bounds, unoriginated and unlimited; yea, even it 
is but.a fmall part of the works of God in creation 


fathomed, and a length and breadth immeafurables 
fee Eph. iii. 18. from hence it appears that Godiis 
omnilcient, omniprefent, and incomprehenfible$ 
and fince he is to be found in Chrift, and in him: 
only, it is in vain for us to feek for him elfewhere «: 
next the fovereignty of God is difcourfediof. 

y. 10. If be cut off, &c.| The horns, power, 
dominion, and authority of the wicked or the {pi- 
rits of princes, or kingdoms and ftates, whole na- 


that is known by men, or of God in and by them;|tions, as he did the feven nations of Canaan or 
nay, by divine revelation, which gives the cleareft} families, as ‘7ob’s, his fervants, and his childrens 
and moft enlarged view of him, whereby he has|or particular perfons, by difeafes, or by judgments, 
proclaimed his name, a God gracious and merciful,| by famine, fword, and peftilence; there is none can 
Sc, yet it is only his back-parts that are fhewn,|hinder him ; he’ll do what he pleafes: or, as others 
not his face; it is only through a glafs, darkly,|render it, if he changes’; if he makes revolutions » 
we now fee; indeed, in the other world, we fhall|in governments, changes in families, and in the 
fee him face to face, and as he is, yet then neverjeftates of men, ‘as in ‘/od’s; or changes men’s 
comprehend his effence: and, after all, it is only}countenances by death, and fends them out of time, 
in Chrift that God is to be found, to faving pur-|into eternity, there is no oppofing him: or, if be 
pofes; in him, is the moft glorious difplay of him ;|paffes through”, as the word is fometimes ufed; fee 
being the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs| J/. viii. 8. if he comes out of his place to: punifh 
image of his perfon; and not only all his perfec-|the inhabitants of the earth, and goes through a 
tions are in him, asa divine perfon, but they are|kingdom and nation, making of fuffering to be 
glorified by him as Mediator ; every ftep in falva-| made devaftations every where, as he went through 


tion is taken in Chrift, and every bleffing of grace|the land of Egypt and {mote all the firft-born s ity 
. . there 
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there is no ftopping him: or, if he paffes on", orlit? he will: or, be does not confider® ; he feemsas if he 
from hence, or goes away; fee 1 Sam. xi. 3. of}did not; as if he took no notice of wicked men, and 
departs from a people or particular perfon, even his} of their wickednefs, becaufe he does not immediately 
own people, and hides his face from them, and is} punifh or correct for it ; or, he has no need to take 
long, at leaft as they think, before he returns 3) any time to confider thereof, he fees and knows at 
who can behold him, or find him out, or caufe|once what it is, and what men are: Gerfom reads 


* him to fhew himfelf? fee Fob xxiii. 3, 8, 9. and|this claufe in connection with the former; be fees 


xxxiv. 29. or, if be fubverts° and overturns things,|the men of wickedne/s, and him who does: met con- 
or fhould reduce the world and all things in it to al/ider the ways of the Lord; or, the man does not 
chaos, as at the deluge, or as he overturned the|confider that God fees him ; fo Ben Melech. 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrab, or fhould fet on fire] y. 12. For vain man would be wije, &c.) Or 
the whole courfe of nature, and burn up the whole|o//ow', empty man; empty of all that is good, 
world and all in it, and reduce it to afhes, as he|though full of all unrighteoufnefs ; without God, 
will; there is none can ftay his hand, and obftruct}the knowledge, love, and fear of him; without 
him in ‘his defigns and meafures: and hut up ;|Chrift, the knowledge of him, faith in him, and 
fhould he do fo; fhut up ina civil fenfe, either injlove to him; deftitute of the Spirit, and of his 
a prifon, as Gerjom, or in the hands of an enemy,|grace, having no good thing in him: yet fuch 4 
by giving them unto then, to be inclofed and|man would be wife; not defirous of true wifdom, 
ftraitened by them, there is none can deliver; P/|but would be thought to be wile; he conceits him- 
xxxi, 8. Deut. xxxii. 30. or to fhut them up as he|felf that he is very wife, and he would fain have 
did Noab in the ark, by protecting them by his|others think fo of him; or is, or may, or will be 
power and providence, and {fo appear to be on theirlwi/e*; may be made wile by the chaftifements of 
fide, and for them; who then can be againft}God through afflictions, béing fanétified to him by 
them? or what does it fignify if any are, if thelthe grace of God; though he is a vain man, and 
Lord fhuts them up and keeps them clofe ? or in ajalfo is what is after faid of him; affli€ting difpenfa- 
fpiritual fenfe, if he concludes men in fin, and fhuts}tions are fometimes teaching ones, and in the {chool 
them up in unbelief, and under the law ; who butlof affli€tions many ufeful leffons are learnt, whereby 
himfelf can fet them free? or, if good men are/men become wifer ; fee P/ xciv. 12. though fome 
fhut up in their frames, and: ftraitened in their}underftand the word in a very different fenfe, and 
fouls, that they cannot come forth in the lively ex-Jinterpret it bold, audacious, proud, and haughty ; 
ercife of grace, and free difcharge of duty ; there}man takes heart‘ and lifts up himfelf againit God, 
is no opening for them till he pleafes, J/ !xxxviii.|{tretches out his hand, and hardens his heart againft 
8. Fob xii. 14. or gather together, then who can|\him: though man be born like a wild afs’s colt , foo- 
binder him? either gathers them into one place, in|lifh and ftupid, without underftanding of divine 
a civil fenfe; or in a gracious manner, with great|and fpiritual things; given to luft and wantonnefs, 
mercies and everlafting kindnefs to himfelf, to havejto ferve divers lufts and pleafures ; not fubje& to 
communion with him; to his Son, to participate of}the yoke of the law of God, ftubborn, refractory, 
the bleffings of his grace, and to his church andjand untameable, but by the grace of God; the 
people, to enjoy all {piritual privileges with them;]afs, and efpecially the wild afs, and the colt of 
or, gathers men at and by death; fee ch. xxxiv./one, being a very ftupid creature, and a very luft- 
14, 15. and as he will gather them at the laft day,| ful and wanton one, chufes to be free, will not bear 
even all nations, before him, the tares, and burn|the yoke, but ranges about in defart places; fee 
them and his wheat, and put them into his garner ;| fob xxxix. 5. Fer. ii. 23, 24. fome render the 
and when he does any and every of thefe things,]words, amd a wild a/fs’s colt is, or may be born @ 
who can hinder him or turn him back from doing|man™ ; that is, one that is by his firft birth, and 
what he pleafes: Fob fays much the fame in ch.|by his life and converfation, like a wild afs’s colt, 
ix. 12. the Zargum is, “‘ if he paffes through and]is or may be born again, and be made a new man, 
fhuts up the heavens with clouds, and gathers ar-|as Yarchi alfo interprets it, and fo become a wife, 
mies, who can turn him back ?” knowing, and good- man, which is a great truth ; 
¥. 11. For he knoweth vain men, &c.)- Or, men|but whether the truth in this text, is not fo clear :- 
of vanity®, as all men are ; men of low degree are\the Targum feems to incline this way; a refrac- 
vanity, and men of high degree a lie, and they are|tory youth that grows wife fhall become a great 
both lighter than vanity, P/- Ixii. 9. and the Lord}man.” 
knows'them, and knows them to be fo; he knows] y. 13. Jf thou prepare thine heart, and ftretch out 
all men, and all that is in them ; he knows the va-|thine bands towards bim;] In this and the following 
nity of their minds, and the vain thoughts that are|verfes Zepbar proceeds to give fome advice to Fob; 
in them; all their vain and idle words, and their|which, if taken, would iffue in his future happi- 
vain lives and converfations ; and therefore it is nojnefs, but otherwife it would be ill with him ; he 
wonder he does the above things at his pleafure :|advifes him to pray to God with an heart repared 
he feeth wickednefs alfo; the wickednefs of their|for fuch fervice; fo fome render the laft claufe in 
hearts and lives, their fecret and open wickednefs,|the imperative, /fretch out thine bands” towards 
their wicked thoughts, words, and actions; or,|bim,; that is, towards God ; for, though not ex- 
men of wickedne/s ; even wicked men ; they are all|preffed, is implied, whofe immenfity, fovereignty, 
feen by him ; nothing is or can be hid from him ;,and omnifcience, Zopbar had been difcourfing of ; 
he is God omnifcient, the fearcher of the hearts,Jand, though ftretching out the hands is fometimes 
and trier of the reins of the children of men: will}a gefture of perfons in diftrefs and mournful cirs ~ 
be not then confider it ; fo as to punih or correct for|cumftances, thereby fignifying their grief and for--— 
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row, and of other in great danger, in order to. lay 
up any thing for fafety ; and of conquered perfons 
-refigning themfelves up into the hands of the con- 
queror; and of fuch who are defirous of being in 
friendfhip, alliance, and affociation with others 3 yet 
it is alfo fometimes ufed as for the whole of reli- 
gious worfhip, Pf. xliv. 20. fo particularly for 
prayer, P/. Ixxxviii. 9. and this was what all Fob’s 
triends advifed him to, to humble himfelf before 
God, to pray for the forgivenefs of his fins, and 
for the removal of his afflictions and deliverance 
from them; fee ch. v. 8. and viii 5, 6. in order to 
which it is proper the heart fhould be prepared ; as 
it is requifite it fhould be to every good work by 
the grace of God, fo to this: and then may it be 
faid to be prepared for fuch fervice, when the Spirit 
of God is given as a {pirit of grace and fupplica- 
tion, whereby the heart is imprefled with a fenfe of 
its wants, and fo knows what to pray for; and ar- 
guments and fit words are put into the mind and 
mouth, and it knows how to pray as it fhould; and 
is enabled to approach the throne of grace with 
fincerity, fervency, and in the exercife of faith, be- 
ing {prinkled from an evil con{cience by. the blood 
of Jefus, and refigned to the divine will, in all its 
peticions it is direéted to make: now this is the 
work of God, to prepare the heart; the preparation 
of the heart, as well as the anfwer of the tongue; is 
from the Lord; he is prayed to for it, and. it is 
affirmed she will do it, Prov. xvi. t. 1 Chron. 
xxix. 18. P/. x. 17. but it is here reprefented as it 
it was man’s act, which is faid not to fuggeft any 
power in man to do it of himfelf; at leaft this is 
not the evangelic fenfe of fuch phrafes; for Zo- 
phar might be.of a more legal fpirit, and not fo 
thoroughly acquainted with the evangelic ftile ; but 
this might be faid to thow the neceffity of fuch a 
preparation, and to ftir up to aconcern for it, and 
to expect and look for it from and by the grace ot 
God. 


¥. 14. If iniquity be in thine hand, &c.| For, as 
the heart mutt be prepared for the {tretching out of 
the hand in prayer to God, fo it is not any hand 
that is to be ftretched out or lifted up unto God; 
not hands full of blood, or defiled with fin, but 
holy hands; fee J, i. 15. 1 Tim. ii. 8. it is not 
faid, if iniquity be in thine heart, or on thy con 
{cience, put it far away; for fin cannot be put 
away out of the heart, it will have a place there as 
Jong as we live; tho” it fhould not be regarded, 
cherifhed, and nourifhed there ; if fo, God will not 
hear prayer, P/- Ixvi. 18. and nothing can put 
away or remove afar off guilt from the confcience, 
but the blood of Jefus; which, being fprinkled, 
purifies the heart and purges the confcience from 
dead works ; but it is faid, if it is in thine band, 
which is the inftrument of a@ion, and may figni- 
fy the commiffion of fin, and a feries and courfe o! 
finning, which fod’s friends fufpected he was pri- 
yately guilty of; and therefore advife him to leave 
off fuch a finful courfe, and abftain from all ap- 
pearance of evil, and live a holy and godly conver- 
fation: and let not wickednefs dwell in thy taber- 
nacles; in any room or apartment of his houfe ; 
fome reftrain this, and iniquity in the former claufe, 
to ill-gotten goods, obtained by rapine and oppref- 
fion, which he is advifed to reftore to thofe that had 
been injured by him; but there is no need to limit 
it to any fin: befides, wickednefs may be put for 
wicked men, and the fenfe be, that, as he fhould 
not indulge to any iniquity himfelf, fo neither fhould 
he fuffer wicked men to dwell in his houfe, but 
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genetal réformation in himfelf afd in his 
family. . 

¥. 15. For then halt thou lift up thy face without 
Jot, 8cc.] Either before men, being in all good 
con{cience, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord, blamelefs, exercifing a con- 
{cience void of offence towards God and men; and 
fo be able to fay as Samuel did, Whofe afs have I 
taken? 8c. 1 Sam. xii. 3. or rather before God, as 
in ch, xxi. 26. ufing an holy boldnefs and an 
humble confidence with him at the throne of grace, 
in the view of the blood, righteoufnefs, and facri- 
fice of his living Redeemer he had knowledge of, 
as every true believer may ; who, though he is not 
without fpot in himéelf, yet, being wathed in the 
blood of Chrift, and cloathed in his righteoufnefs, 
he is all fair, and without fpot or wrinkle, or any 
fuch thing ; and may ftand before the throne with- 
out fault, and appear before God, and in his fight 
unblameable and irreproveable : yea, thou fhalt be 
ftedfaf'; firm and folid, rooted and grounded in 
the love of God; having a firm perfuafion of In- 
tereft in it, and that nothing fhall feparate from it ; 
being built on the foundation of Chrift, and efta- 
blifhed in the exercife of faith on him ; the affections 
being fteady towards him, and fixedly fet on divine 
and heavenly things; continuing ftedfaft in the 
dottrines of grace, and not carried about with 
ftrange doctrines, or every wind of doétrine ; as 
well as conftant and immoveable in the work of 
the Lord, always employed in his fervice, and 
doing his will, from which nothing can move; not 
reproach, affliction, and perfecution ; and to be thus 
fteady and fixed is a great privilege: and fhalt not 
fear, evil tidings of evil times; of wars and rus 
mours of wars, famine, pettilence, earthquakes, 
and other judgments ; of changes and revolutions 
in kingdoms and ftates, or of what is coming upon 
the world, according to promife and prophecy, the 
heart being fixed and well eftablithed, trufting in 
the Lord; nor be afraid of evil men or devils, or 
any enemies whatever, nor of death, the king. of 
terrors, that being one of the believer’s bleffings, 
and a friend of his; nor of hell and damnation, or 
the fecond death, or wrath to come; from all which 
the faints are fecure. 

¥. 16. Becaufe thou fhalt forget thy mifery, 8c.] 
Former afflictions and diftreffes ; having an abun- 
dance of profperity and happinefs, and long conti- 
nued ; and fo, in procefs of time, the miferies and 
diftreffes before endured are forgotten; thus it was 
with Yofeph in his advanced ftate, and therefore he 
called one of his fons Manaffeb, Gen. xi. 51. and 
as it is with convinced and converted perfons and 
believers in Chrift, who, under firft convictions 
and awakenings, are filled with forrow and diftrefs, 
on a view of their miferable eftate by nature; but 
when Chrift is revealed to them as their Saviour and 
Redeemer, and the love of God is thed abroad in 
their hearts, and they have faith and hope in Jefus, 
and a comfortable view of heaven and happinefs, 
and eternal life by him, they forget their {piritual 
poverty, and remember their mifery no more, un- 
lefs it be to magnify the riches of the grace of 
God ; fee Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. and remember it as wa- 
ters that pa/s away ; either the waters of the ftream 
in ariver, which, when gone, are feen and remem- 
bered no more; or as waters occafioned by floods in 
the winter-feafon, which when over, and fummer 
is come, are gone and are no more difcerned ; and 
as they pafs from the places where they were, fo 
from the minds of men: or it may be, refpedt is 
294 had 
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had to the waters of Noah's food, which, according|night-feafon in peace and quietnefs, having nothing 
to the divine promile and oath, fhould no more go|to fear ; being well intrenched, and fecure from de- 
over.the earth ; and being paft and gone, and no|predations and inundations ; and more efpecially, 
fear or danger of their returning, are forgotten, | being hedged about and protected by the power and 
y. 17. and thine age fhall be clearer than the providence of God; fee P/- iii. 5. and iv. 8. the 
yo0n-day, &c | That is, the remainder of his days ;|Targum is, “ thou fhalt prepare a grave, and lie 
the latter part of his lite, which was yet to come, down, and fleep fecure.” 
thould be no more attended with the darknefs of} . 19. 4l/o, thou fhalt le down, and none Joall 
adverfity ; but the light of profperity fhould fhine|make thee afraid, &c,| Either lie down on his 
upon him, and exceed the light of the fun at noon-|bed, as before, or by his flocks, and where they 
day : the phrafe is expreffive of the wonderful|lie down, and none fhould difturb him or them; 
change there fhould be in his ftate and circum-|not thieves and robbers, fuch as the Chaldeans and 
flances; fee If lviii. 10. thou fhalt foine forth , like|Sabeans had been to him, nor lions, bears, and 
the rifing fun, or as when it breaks forth out of a}wolves: yea, many fhall make fuit unto thee; make 
cloud; in a temporal fenfe, it may be underftood|cheir fupplications, prefent their requefts and peti- 


of his enjoying health, wealth, and friends, the|tions for relief under neceffitous circumftances, or 


candle of the Lord fhining upon him, as in days|for protection’ from the injuries and infults of 
paft ; and in a fpiritual fenfe, of his being favoured|others ; as the poor and needy, the widow and fa- 
with the light of God’s: countenance, the fun of|therlefs, had done to him in times paft, when in his 
righteoufnets rifing upon him, with healing in his|profperity, and when he was a friend unto them, 
wings ; the graces of the fpirit being brightened,Jand the father of them; fee Prov. xix. 6. or, the 
and in lively exercife, and a large fhate of {piritual|great ones* fhall make fuit to thee; to have his fa- 
light and knowledge being given : the word ufed|vour and friendfhip, his counfel and advice, his 
has a contrary fenfe, and fignifies darknefs and ob-|company and converfation ; he fhould be applied 
{curity, and may be rendered although thou art, or|unto and courted by men of all forts, which would 
haft been, or mayeft be dark* ; under dark and af-|be no {mall honour tohim; fee Pf xlv. 12. uv 
fliGtive providences, as he had been, and ftill was;}_ ¥. 20. But the eyes of the wicked fhall fail, &c.] 
and in darknefs of foul, under the hidings of God’s|Either through grief and envy at 70d’s profperity, 
face; yet thou fhalt be as the morning ; whofe light|and with looking for his fall into troubles again; 
breaks forth fuddenly, and makes every thing gay|or rather, through expectation of good things for 
and chearful efpecially a morning without clouds, themfelves, and for deliverance out of trouble, but 
when it is bright and clear, and is increafing morejall in vain; fee Lam. iv. 17. and they fhall not efcape, 
and more: by this metaphor is fignified, that ob|afflictions and calamities in this life, nor the righte- 
would at once emerge out of his darknefs, afflic-|ous judgment, nor wrath to come: or, refuge foall 
tions, and trouble, and have abundance of joy and|perifh from them*; there will be none to betake 
comfort, which would be increafing in every fenfe ;}themfelves unto for fafety ; in vain will they feek 
fee Prov, iv. 18. it from men; refuge will fail them, and no man 

y. 18. And thou fhalt be fecure, &c.]’ From|care for them; and in vain will they fly to rocks 
coming into like darknefs, difficulties, and diftrefs}and mountains to fall upon them: and their bope 
again, and from every evil and enemy; nothing|fhall be as the giving up of the ghofts it is with 
fhall come nigh to difturb and hurt, nothing to bejthem, as when a man is juft expiring, and it is all 
feared from any quarter, all around: or, shalt be\over with him, and there is no hope of his reviving; 
confident’; have a {trong faith and full affurance of|fo the hope of wicked men is a dying hope, a loft 
‘it, in the love of God, in the living Redeemer, and|hope; it is not hope, but defpair; their hope is 
in the promifes which refpeét the life that now is,]gone, and they are loft and undone; and if they 
and that which is to come: decaufe there is hope ;\retain their hope in life, when they come to die they 
of the mercy of God, of falvation by Chrift, and|nave none; though the righteous has hope in his 
“of eternal glory and happinefs, as well as of a con-|death, their hope dies with them, if not before 
tinuance of outward profperity ; faith and hope|jthem: or, their hope is the giving up of the ghof”; 
mutually affift each other ; faith is the fubftance oflall they have to hope and with for is death, to re- 
‘things hoped for, and hope of better and future|lieve them from their prefent troubles and agonies 
things on a good foundation encourages faith and|they are in; and fometimes are left amidft their 
confidence: yea, thou fbalt dig about thee; to let|guilt, defpair, and horror, to deftroy themfelves : 
in ftakes for the pitching and fixing of tents to)now Zophar by all this would fuggeft, that fhould 
dwell in, and for more commodious pafturage ; or|not Job take his advice, he would appear to be fuch 
for wells of water, for the fupply both of the family|a wicked man, whofe eyes would fail for his own 
and the flocks; or rather, for ditches and trenches{help, and would not efcape the judgments of God 
to fecure from thieves and robbers, or for drains to|here and hereafter, and would die without hope, in 


carry off floods of water: and thou Jhalt take thy\black defpair; or at leaft without any hope that 


reft in fafety; lie down on the bed and fleep in the|would be of any avail. ; 
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N this and the two following chapters Yd makes ‘fort of people ; or, ye are the only people of God, 
anfwer to Zophar’s difcourfe in the former; who his covenant-people, his fervants; that are made 
having reprefented him as an ignorant man, he re- acquainted with the fecrets of wifdom, as none elfe 
fents it, and begins his defence with a biting far- 'are: and wifdont fhall die with you; you have all 
caf on him and his friends, as being felt-con- |the wifdom of the world, and when you die it will 
ceited, and having an high opinion of their own /be all gone; there will be none left in the world: 
wifdom, as if none had any but themfelves, y. 1, |thus he reprefents them as monopolizers and engrof- 
2. and puts in his claim for a fhare with them, as | fers of wifdom and knowledge, full of it in their own 
being not at all inferior to them. y. 3. and then |ceit, allowing none to have any fhare with them : 
refutes their notions, that it always goes well with |and by all this he not only upbraids them with their 
good men, and ill with bad men; whereas the re- |vanity and felf-conceit, but puts them in mind, 
verfe is the truth, ¥. 4—6. and which they might that, as wife as they were, they muft die ; and thar, 
Jearn from the brute creatures ; or he fends them |though their wifdom with refpeét to them, or any 
to them, to obferve to them, that the beft things |ufe they could make of it in the grave, where there 
they had knowledge of concerning God and his |is none, would die too; or that their wifdom was 
providence, and of his wifdom therein, were com-_{but the wifdom of the world, which comes to 
mon notions, that every one had, and might be |nought; yet there would be wifdom ftill in the 
learned from beafts, birds, and fifhes ; particularly, |world, and that which is true, which God makes 
that all things in the whole univerfe are made by |known to men, even the wifdom of God in a my- 
God, and fuftained by him, and are under his direc- |ftery, the wifdom hid in himfelf ; and who has the 
tion, and at his difpofal, ¥. 7—10. and fuch things |refidue of the Spirit and his gifts to inftruét men in 
might as eafily be fearched, examined, and judged |it, and qualify them to beteachers of others; by 
of, as founds are tried by the ear, and food by the |which means, though men, even the beft of men 
mouth, ¥. 11. and feeing it is ufual among men, |die, yet the word of God, the means of true wif- 
at leaft it may be expected that men in years fhould |dom and knowledge, will always abide. 
have a confiderable fhare of wifdom and know-| y. 3. But I have underftanding as well as you, 
ledge, it might be ftrongly inferred from thence, |&c.] A natural under{tanding, or an underftand- 
without any difficulty, chat the moft perfect and jing of natural things, which diftinguifhes a man 
confummate wifdom was in God, y. 12, 13. {from a brute; and a fpiritual underftanding, an 
whence he pafles on to difcourfe moft admirably | underftanding enlightened by the Spirit of God, 
and excellently of the wifdom and power of God in | which is naturally dark as to divine things; but he 
the difpenfations of his providence, in a variety of |had an underftanding given him, to know himfelf, 
inftances ; which fhews his knowledge of his per- |his ftate and condition by nature 3 to know God, 
feétions, ways, and works, was not inferior to that |his love and grace to men, and, as his covenant- 
of his friends, ¥. 14—25. God; to know Chrift his living Redeemer, who 
fhould ftand on the earth in the latter day, both to 
be his Redeemer and his Judge ; to know his in- 
tereft in him, and in the bleffings of grace, and 
glory by him: or, [have an heart as well as you's 
a wife and an underftanding one; a new heart, and 
a right fpirit ; an heart to fear and ferve the Lord, 
a fincere and upright one, and devoid of hypocrify 
and deceit; and as good an one as theirs: Jam 
not inferior unto you ; he was indeed as to eftate and 
fubftance, being now reduced; though he had 
been, in that fenfe, the greateft man in all the 
Eaft ; but in wifdom and knowledge, in gifts and 
grace: thus a modeft man, when oppreffed and in- 
{ulted by the {peeches of over-bearing men, may be 
obliged and fee it neceffary to fay fome things of 
himfelf, in his own vindication, which he otherwife 
would not; fee 2 Cor. xi. 16. and xii. 11. or, J 
am not falling before you, or by you*; as one inti- 
midated, conquered, and yielding; I ftand my 
ground, and will not give way or fubmit to you, 
or allow you to have the fuperiority of me: or, I 


¥.1. And Fob anfwered and faid,| In reply to 
Zophar, and in defence of himfelf, what is re- 
corded in this and the two following chapters. 

y¥. 2. No doubt but ye are the people, &cc.] Which 
is faid not ferioufly, meaning that they were but of 
the common people, that are generally ignorant, 
and have but little knowledge, at leaft of things 
fublime, efpecially in matters of religion ; where- 
fore, tho’ they took upon them to be his teachers, 
and di€ators to him, and cenfors of him, they 
were not above the rank, but in the clafs of people 
of low and mean underftandings; fee Fobn, vii. 49. 
this fenfe indeed agrees with what is after faid, who 
knoweth not fuch things as thefe? but fince Fob com- 
pares himfelf with them, and afferts he is not in- 
ferior to them, it fuppofes them to have a degree of 
knowledge and underftanding of things fomewhat 
above the common people ; wherefore thefe words 
are to be taken ironically, expofing their vanity and 
felf-conceit : ye are the people; the only, and all 
the people in the world of importance and confe- | am falling no more than you ; they took him for an 
quence for good fenfe and wifdom ; the only wife and |apoftate from God, and the fear of him, and the 
knowing folk, the men of reafon and underftand- |true religion he had profeffed, which ‘70d denies ; 
ing; all the reft are but fools and affes, or like the |he held faft his integrity ; and though he was fallen 
wild afs’s colt, as Zophar had faid, and which od |into calamities and afflictions, he was not fallen 
took as pointing to him ; fo the word in the Aradic |from God; from his fear of him, faith in him, 
language‘ fignifies, the more excellent and better |and love and obedience to him; he was a holy, 
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good man, 4 petfevering faint ; and though he had ldeliverance out of his troubles; and who had in . 


flips and falls in common with good men, yet fell 
not finally and totally, or was an apoftate from the 
faith: yea, who knoweth not fuch things as thefe? 
or, with whom are not as thefe'? the things you 
have been difcourfing of, which you would fain 
have pafs for the fecrets of wifdom, deep and my- 
fterious things, hid from vulgar eyes, which none 
have and know but yourtelves, are common 
things, what every one is poflefled of, and under- 
ftands as well as you; that there is a God that has 
gmade the world, and governs it; that he him(elf 
is unfearchable, infinite and incomprehenfible ; a 
fovereign Being that does according to his will and 
pleafure, and fees and knows all things, and does 
all things well and wifely, and according to the 
counfel of his will: though fome think ‘70d has 
reference not to what Zophar had been difcourfing 
concerning the infinity and wifdom of God, but to 
the thing or things in difpute between them, or to 
the affertions of his friends; that it is always well 
with good men, and ill with bad men, or that 
wicked men only are punifhed and afflicted, and 
particularly what Zophar concluded his fpeech with, 
vy. 20. Now thefe were vulgar notions, which 
the common people had taken up, and were vul- 
gar errors, as he proves in the following verfes, 
by giving inftances of good men being afflicted, 
and of bad men being in profperity. 

y. 4. 1 amas one mocked of bis neighbour, &c.} 
That is, according to Sephorno, if I knew not, or 
denied thofe things you have been fpeaking of con- 


many inftances received an{wers of prayer from 


God; and this being his character, and this the’ 


conftant work and bufinefs of his life, and being 
heard and anfwered of God in times paft, fhewed 


him to be a good man, and yet an afflicted one 5, 


and this alfo ferved to wipe off the reproach, and 


remove the charge which they tacitly infinvated, 


and fometimes fpoke out, that he reftrained prayer 
before God; but he was fo far from it, that the 


feornful ufage of his friends made. him ply the, 


throne of grace the more frequently, fee ch, xviii. 
20. and trom this fingle inftance of himfelf, he 
paffes on to confider it as a general cafe, as what 
ufually befals good and gracious men: she juft 
upright man.is laughed to feorn, or the juf perfec? 
man” that is, perfectly juft; no man is foof hims 
felf; none of Adam’s pofterity are righteous, no 
not One ; nor is any man truly juft, perfectly righ- 
tcous in himfelf, but in Chrift ; and even. fuch a 
man does not do good without finning ; only the man 
Chrift Jefus is righteous in fuch fenfe; but then 
all that are made righteous by the imputation of 
his righteoufnefs to theni, are perfectly juftified 
from all things, and are become the fpirits of juft 
men made perfect and compleat in him: the cha- 
racter here defigns. fuch who are really righteous, 
truly gracious, are upright in heart, fincere fouls, 
who have the truth of grace in’ them, and walk 
uprightly ; thefe become a prey, a langhing ftock 
to wicked men, as Noab, Lot, and others, before 
the times of ob, had been, which he may have re- 


cerning God, his immenfity, fovereignty and wif-| {pect unto, 


dom, I fhould be derided by all my friends and 
acquaintance ; but rather the fenfe is, Fod inftances 
in himfelf as a proof, that good men are afflicted 
by God in this life ; he was once in a very profpe- 
tous condition, when he was careffed by all, but 
now was fallen into fuch low and miferable cir- 


¥. 5. He that is ready to flip with his feet, &c.} 
Not into fin, though this is often the cafe of good 
men, but into calamities and afflictions; and Fob 
means himfelf, and every juft upright man in the 
like circumftances: or he that is prepared or deftined 
to be among them, that fetter and ftagger in their 


cumftances, as to be the fcorn and contempt of|/feet*; that can’t ftand upon their feet, but fall to 


his friends and neighbours ; and even his being 
mocked, was no {mall part of his afflictions; to 
endure cruel mockings has been the common lot 
of good men in all ages, and is reckoned one part 
of their diftrefies and fufferings for righteoufnels- 
fake, Heb. xi. 36. and to be mocked by a neigh- 
bour, or a friend®, as it may be rendered, greatly 
aggravates the affliction, fee P/. lv. 12, 13. which 
was Fob’s cafe; his friends that came to comfort 
him mocked at him, at leaft fo he underftood them, 
and interpreted what they faid unto him, fee ch. 
Xvi. 20. and what made it ftill the heavier to bear, 
he was mocked by fyich a neighbour or friend, who 
calleth upon God, and he anfwereth him; he was 
mocked at not by prophane men only, but by a 
profeffor of religion, one that made it his conftant 
bufinefs to pray to God, and by the profperity he 
was in, and the good things he enjoyed, he feems to 

e anfwered; or rather ob means himfelf who was 
mocked, and fo this is introduced to aggravate the 
fin of his friends, as well as to prove his point, 
and alfo to throw off a charge that had been 


the ground ; which may defcribe man in declining 
and diftreffing circumftances ; or that is appointed 
to be the laughing-ftock of fuch as are unftable in 
the word and ways of God; double-minded men, 
hypocrites, and formal profeffors, that totter and 
{tagger at every thing they meet with difagreeable to 
the flefh : with fuch, a poor afflicted faint is laughed 
to fcorn; he is as a lamp de/pifed in the thought of bis 
that is at eafe,; who are in affluent circumftances, 
enjoy great profperity, live in plenty, and are nor 
in trouble as others ; their hearts are at eafe : now 
with fuch, poor good men are had in great con-’ 
tempt; they are defpifed at heart, in the thoughts 
of fuch perfons, if they don’t in words exprefs it; 
they are like a lamp juit going out, which is n 

le€ted, and looked upon as ufelefs ; or like a torch 
burnt to the end, when it is thrown away; and 
thus it is with men, whilft the lamp of _profperity 
burns clear and bright, they are valued and had in 


efteem, but when their lamp becomes dim, and is- 


almoft, or quite extinguifhed, they are defpifed, fee 
Pf, cxxxiii. 3, 4. fome apply this to Chrift,who was 


brought againft him. It was an aggravation of|a lamp or light, a great one, but cefpifed of men, 


their fin in mocking him, that he was a praying 
man; one that made a confcience of daily calling 
upon God for the conftant fupplies of life, for his 
gracious prefence, for help in time of need, for 
difcoveries of pardoning grace and mercy, and for 
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and even as a light; they loved darknefs rather than 
light; and efpecially by the PAarifees, who were at 
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burning lights, and even of every good man, in|to the greater, by whom they are devoured, fee 


whom the true light of grace, and of the gofpel, 
* fhines, and efpecially when under afflictive circum- 
ftances. Some, inftead of a lamp de/pifed, read, 
for or because of calamity defpifed* ; fo Aben Ezra, 
which conveys the fame fenfe, that an afflicted man 
is defpifed for his affliction ; and this being the cafe 
of good men, confutes the notion of ‘f0d’s friends, 
that it always goes well with fuch; and their other 
notion of its going ill with bad men, is refuted in 
the following verfe. 
y¥. 6. The tabernacles of robbers profper, &c. ] 
Stich as the Chaldeans and Sabeans, who had rob- 
bed Fob of his fubftance, and filled their houfes 
~ with the fpoils of others, and lived in the greateft 
fulnefs and profperity, and whom he might have 
in-his view ; and the like is what has been fince 
ébferved by good men, and has been a trial and 
tethptation to them, not ‘knowing’ well how to re- 
concile this to the juftice and wifdom of God in 
providence, yet fo it is, a fact that cannot be de. 
Reap te Py textit. 2,3, “12. “fer. xit.'1) 2. and 
they that provoke God are fecure;, all fin is abomi- 
nable to God, contrary to his nature, will and law, 
and fo provoking ; yet there are fome fins that are 
more provoking than others, as idolatry, blafphe- 
my, murder, thefty robbery, rapine and oppref- 
fion, and the like, as well as attended with more 
ageravating circumftances ; and yet many who are 
guilty of fach enormous crimes, and God-provok- 
_ ing iniquities, are /ecure, live in the greateft tran- 
quility and fafety, free from the incurfions, inva- 
fions, and infults of others: their houfes, as Fob 
elfewhere-fays, ave fafe from fear, ch. Xx. 9. ito 
whofe hand God bringetb abundantly ; an abundance 
of the good things of this world, who have as 
much or more than heart can wifh; whofe belly 
i8 filled with hid treafure, whofe grounds and fields 
bring forth plentifully, that they have no room 
to beftow their-fruits ; this, as it is an aggravation 
of their fin in provoking the Ged of their mercies, 
who is fo liberal and bountiful to them, fo it’ is 
the more full and exprefs for the point in hand od 
is confuting. Sorie, as Aben Ezra and Ben Ger. 
fom, anderftand this' of idol-makers and idol-wor- 
fhippers, and render the words, who makes a god 
with bis band, or carries a god in bis band", and 
worfhips it ; which others interpret of his doing 
what he will with God, having him, as it were, in 
his hand, or reckoning his hands his God, and 
thinks to do what he pleafes™. 
¥.7. But afk now the beafts, and they fhall teach 
thee, &c.] And fo the fowls of the air, and 
the fifhes of the fea, in this and the following 
verfe ; from thofe inftruétions may be learnt, or 
inftances taken, and examples given, which may 
illuftrate and confirm the fame things that had been 
treated of: either what had been juft now confuted, 
that it is’ always well with good men, and ill with 
with bad men; the reverts of which had been 
affirmed and proved, that good men are -afflicted, 
and wicked'men profper; fomething like to which 
miay be feen in the creatures, and learned of them ; 
thus thofe creatures that are the moft harmlefs and 
innocent, and moft ufeful and beneficial, are a prey 
to others, as fheep‘and lambs to lions, wolves and 
bears, whilft they range about forefts, fields and 
plains, fearlefs and unmolefted; and doves and 
turtles to hawks and vultures and the leffer fifh 
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fab. i. 13, 14, and moreover, thefe creatures which 


are moft ufeful and profitable, or are for pleafure and 


delight, fall more to the fhare of wicked men than 
good men; when droves of cattle, and flocks of 
fheep are obferved, and the queftion is put, to 
whom do they belong, the anfwer for the moft 
part muft be given, to fuch and fuch wicked men ; 
and if the gold’and filver, and other valuable 
things the earth produces, fhould be enquired about 
whofe they are ? it muft be faid, that they are ge- 
nérally fpeaking ‘the property of the men of the 
world, the prophane part of it; or if the fowls 
of the air, and fifhes of the fea, could fpeak when 
afked the queftion, whofe food they commonly 
were ? the anfwer would be of the carnal, fenfual 
and voluptuous men: or rather this may refer to 
what Yod Girt takes notice of in this anfwer of his, 
that his friends reprefented what they faid as un- 
common things, deep myfteries, and out of the 
reach of the vulgar, and which did not fall under 
common obfervation; whereas. Job fuggelts, he 
was as well acquainted with them as they were, 
yea they were fuch that almolt every body knew ; 
nay they. might be learnt from the creatures, to 
which od here fends them for inftruction ; the 

eafts, birds and fifhes all proclaim that they did 
not make themfelves, nor did their fellow-crea- 
tures, but fome firft caufe, who is God; that they 
are fuftained, fupported and provided for by him, 
and are governed, direéted and difpofed of as he 
pleafes, and fo furnifhes out documents of his fo- 
vereignty, wifdom, power and providence: and 
the fowols of the air, and they will tell thee; the fame 
things ; that God made them, and that they are 
dependent on him, and are fed and cared for by 
rim, fee Mat. vi. 26. 

y. 8. Or fpeak to the earth, and it fhall teach 
thee, &c:} Or afk a /prig of the earth*, any fhrub, 
or tree, or whatfoever grows out of it, and they 
will all unite in this doétrine, thar they are raifed 
and preferved by the power of God, and are fo 
many inftances of his wifdom, power and good- 
nefs: and the fifbes of the fea fball deciare unto thee s 
as mute as they are, they’ll proclaim this truth, 
that God is the mighty maker, and wife difpofer 
of them. ; 

¥. 9. Who kuoweth not in all thefe, &&c:] Or by or 
{rom all thefe° creatures ; what man is there fo ftu- 
pid and fenfelefs, that does not difcern, or cannot 
learn, even from irrational creatures, the above 
things, even what Zophar had difcourfed concern- 
ing God and his perfections, his’ power, wifdom 
and providence? for by the things that are made, 
the invifible things of God are clearly feen and 
underflood, even his eternal power and Godhéad, 
Rom. i. 20. particularly it may. be known by thefe, 
and who is it that does not know thereby, shat the 
band of the Lord bath wrought this? made this 
vifible world, and all things in it, to which fod 
then pointed as it were with his finger, meaning 
the heavens, earth, and fea, and all that in them 
are, which were -all created by him: hence he is 
called the former and maker of all things; and which 
are all the works of his hand, that is, of his 
power, which is meant by his hand, that being the 
inftrument of ation. This is the only place where 
the word Yebovab is ufed in this baok by the dif- 
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y.10. Jn whofe band is the foul of every living 


thing, &c.] Of every animal, of every brute crea- 


ture, as diltinét from man, in the next claufe: the 


life of every one of them is from him, and it is 
continued by him as long as he pleafes, nor can it be 
taken away without his leave ; two fparrows, which 
are not worth more. than a farthing, not one of 
them falls to the ground, or dies without the know- 
ledge and will of God, Matt. x. 29. of the foul 
or ipirit of beafts, fee Eccl. ili. 21. and the breath 
of all mankind, the breath of man is originally 
from God, he at firft breathed into man the breath 
of life ; and though this is in his noftrils, which 
makes him of little account, yet it would not con- 
tinue there long, was it not in the hand, and un- 
der the care and providence of God; the breath 
of aking, as well as the heart of a king, is in 
the hand of the Lord; the breath of that great 
monarch Belhazzar, king of Babylon, was in the 
hand of God, Dan. v. 24. and fo is the breath of 
every peafant; and as when he takes away the 
breath of other creatures, they die and return to 
the duft ; fuch is the cafe of man when God takes 
away his breath; all our times are in his hand, to 
be born, to live and die, all is at his difpofe: or 
the fpirit of all the flefo of men*, or of all mens flefh; 
his rational foul, as diftinguifhed from his fleth or 
body, this is from God, fupported in its being 
by him, and ever will be, being immortal, and 
will never die. 

y. 11. Doth not the ear try words? &c.]_ Arti- 
culate founds ; and the mind by them judges whe- 
ther what is expreffed and defigned by them is right 
or wrong, true or falfe, to be received or rejected ; 
fo fuch that have fpiritual ears to hear, try the 
words of God and men, the wholefome words of 
’ Chrift, and thofe of falfe teachers, which eat as a 
canker ;, and by their {piritual judgment can diftin- 
guifh between the one and the other, difcern thofe 
that differ, and approve thofe that are excellent, by 
bringing them to the ftandard of the word, the 
balance of the fanctuary, the fcriptures of truth: 
and the mouth tajle bis meat? and judge of it, whe- 
ther good or bad, favoury or unfavoury, and fo 
réceive or reject it: thus fuch who have their tafte 
changed, and relifh {piritual things, can diftin- 
guifh between the meat that perifhes, and that 
which endures to everlafting life, even Chritt, 
whofe flefh is meat indeed; and thofe that have 
tafted that the Lord is gracious, and to whofe tafte 
the fruits of Chrift, and the doctrines of grace are 
fweet ;° thefe will defire the fincere milk of the 
word, and that {trong meat in it, which belongs to 
difcerning and experienced fouls ; and will feed by 
faith upon the pure word of the gofpel, and mix 
it With it, and reject all others. “Fob by this would 
fignify, that the things his friends had been dif- 
courfing of, and which they thought were fuch 
deep and wonderful things, were as eafy to be 
fearched and found out, tried and judged of as 
founds by the ear, or food by the tafte ; and it 
may be alfo, that hereby he fuggefts that his doc- 
trine if it was impartially examined and tried by 
proper judges, it would appear as plain as any 
thing tried by the ear, or tafted by the mouth. 
Some think that Yod intends by this, that from 
the fenfes of hearing and tafting in men, might 
be-inferred the omnifcience of God, his knowledge 
of all things, and his quick difcernment of men, 
and their actions, fince be that planted the ear, foall 
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be not hear ? ke that formed the eye, fall not he fee? 
Pf. xciv. 9. Some verfions read the whole, doth 
not the ear try words, as the mouth taftes his meat *? 
as in ch. xxxiv. 3. Saadich Gaon connects thefe 
words with the following, as the ear tries words, 
&c. fo with the antient is wifdom. + bie 

y. 12. With the antient is wifdom, &c.1 Mean- 
ing not himfelf, who was not very ancients tho’ 
forre think Elipbaz fo underftood him, hence thofe 
words of his in ch. xv. g, 10. rather, as others, 
Fob tacitly wifhes that fome ancient man, with 
whom wifdom vas, would undertake to examine 
the affair between him and his friends, and judge 
of it, and decide the point ; or, as others, he has 
refpect to Bildaa’s advice to fearch the fathers, and 
learn their fentiments, and be determined by them; 
to which he replies, that though it will be allowed. 
that wifdom is with them, for the moft part, yet 
their judgment of things is no farther to be re- 
garded, than as it agrees with the wifdom of God, 
and the revelation he has made of his will; tho’ 
it feems beft of all to confider thefe words as an 


Ch. xii. x.10—13, 


adagy or proverbial fentence generally agreed to, 
that it often is, as it might be expected it fhould, ~ 


though it is not always, that men well advanced 
in years are wife; that as they have lived long in 
the world, they have learned much by obferva- 
tion and experience, and have attained to a confi- 
derable fhare of wifdom and knowledge in things, 


natural, civil and religious: and in length of days 
is underfianding ; the underftandings of men are - 


improved and enriched, and well ftored with ufe- 
ful {cience, having had the opportunity of much 
reading, hearing and converfation; by this od 
would fuggeft, that if his friends had more know- 
ledge of hidden and recondite things, beyond com- 
mon people, which yet they had not, it was not 
fo wonderful, fince they were aged men, and had 
lived long in the world; or rather it may be that 
this is mentioned, to obferve, that from hence, 
feeing it is fo among men, that ancient men have, 
or it may be expected they fhould have a confider- 
able fhare of wifdom and underftanding ; it ma 
be moft eafily and ftrongly concluded, that God, 
who is the ancient of days, has the moft perfect 
and confummate wifdom and knowledge, which is 
afferted in the following verfe. 

¥.13. With him is wifdom and firength, &c. ] 
Not with the ancient and long-lived man, but with 
God, who has made the whole univerfe, and in 
whofe hand, and at whofe difpofe all creatures are, 
¥. 9, 10. with him wifdom is originally, effén- 
tially and inderivatively, as the fountain and fulnefs 
of it; he is the only and all-wife God ; his wifdom 


is difplayed in making the world, and all things - 


in it, in the beautiful manner they are fet, and in 
their fubferviency to each other; in all the difpen- 
tions of his providence, having all a dathos, a depth 
of wifdom and knowledge in them, being all ac- 
cording to the counfel of his will ; and in the work 
of redemption and falvation by Chrift, in which. 
he has abounded in all wifdom and prudence ; in 
finding out and appointing a,Redeemer, mighty 
and {trong, equal to the work; in contriving and. 
bringing it about, in fuch a manner as to glorify 


all his perfections ; hence the gofpel, which is the 
publication of this grace, is called the wifdom of 


God : and with him is wifdom to communicate to. 
his people, to direct them how to behave under. 
every providence, in every ftation of life, in the 

church, 


weet 


’ 
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church, and in the world, fee am. i. 5. and he 
has jirength, which he has fhown in making the 
world out of nothing, in upholding it, and all 
things in it in being, in executing his defigns, de- 
crees and purpofes, in fulfilling his promifes, and 
in fupporting and ftrengthening his people under 
all their trials and exercifes, to withftand every 
enemy,, and perform every duty; ancient men, |fuch breaches are made, there is no reparation ; a 
tho’ they. may increafe in wifdom, they decline in| man’s wealth, and health, and family are never built 
itrength, but God has both, in infinite perfection :}up again: be fhutteth up a man, and there can be 
be hath counfel and underftanding ; his decrees and} no opening ; if he {hut up a man in a prifon, there’s 
purpoles wifely formed within himfelf, are his coun-} no opening the doors of it to let out unlefs he 
iels of old, and which are truly and punctually | pleafes ; whether it be the prifon of fin, in which 
performed in time; his plan of peace, reconcilia-| all are concluded, in the fetters, and with the cords 
tion and falvation by Chrift, may, with propriety,| of which they are held, and will continue, unlefs 
be called the counfel of peace between them both ;'thofe fhackles are broken off by powerful and 
and the gofpel, and the feveral do¢trines of it are) efficacious grace, and the Lord proclaims liberty 
the whole counfel of God, and fo are the ordi-| to the captives, and the opening of the prifon to 
nances of it; and befides thefe, by which he coun-| them that: are bound, and gives it; or whether it 
fels and advifes his people, he has counfel with! be the prifon of the law, in which finners are 
him, and which he gives unto them by his Spirit, | fhut up, and held as condemned malefactors ; there 
for which they blels his name; and fo even did|is no deliverance from it’ but by Chrift, who has 
Chrift as man and mediator, Pf xvi. 7. he has'| redeemed his people from the curfe and condem- 
countel to give, and does give in things temporal, | nation of it; and by his Spirit, as a fpirit of adop- 
relating to the common affairs of life, and in things | tion, who delivers them from the bondage of it, and 
concerning the good and welfare of immortal fouls;| makes them free indeed ; or whether it be the pri- 
all which comes from him who is wonderful in coun-\fon of afflictions, ftraits and difficulties in life, 
Jel, and excellent in working, J/. xxviii. 29. and he|with which even good men are furrounded, be- 
has an wnderfranding that is infinite and unfearch-|ing bound in fetters, and holden in cords of 
able ; he has an underftanding of himfelf, his na-|affliction ; there is no opening for them, or get- 
ture, perfections and perfons of all his creatures, |ting out of them, unlefs the Lord breaks their 
and of all things paft, prefent, and to come; the|bands afundet, and brings them out of darknefs 
fame things are faid of Chrift, the wifdom of God, | and diftrefs, as out of prifon-houfes, and fo opens 
Prov. viil. 14. _ Fob having obferved thefe things|and makes a way for their efcape ; or whether he 
of God, paffes. on to difcourfe moft admirably and|fhuts them up, and they are fo ftraitened in their 
excellently of the power and wifdom of God inj fouls, that they cannot come forth in the free ex+ 
various inftances, efpecially in the difpenfations of|ercife»of grace, and difcharge of duty, as it was 
his providence, by which he appears to have known | with Heman, when he faid, Iam /but up, and I can= 
the fecrets of wifdom, and not fo ignorant as repre-| not come forth, and as-it was with David, when 
fented by Zopbar. he prayed, bring my foul out of prifon, that I may 
y. 14. Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot| praife thy name, fee Pf. \xxxviii. 8, and cxlii. 7. 
be built again, &c.) Which fome reftrain to the| there is no opening for them till the Spirit of the 
tower of Badel; but though the builders of it were} Lord opens their hearts and their graces, and 
obliged to defift from building, it does not appear| brings them forth into exercife ; and where he is 
that it was broken down, but feems to have conti-| there is liberty: or if he fhuts up a man in the 
nued many ages after: others more probably refer| grave, as the Tergum_paraphrafes it, brings him 
it to the deftruétion of Sodom, as Sephorno, which} to the houfe appointed for all living, and locks him 
was. an utter deftruction, a perpetual defolation,| up in it; there can be no opening for him till the 
and that city never was rebuilt to this day ; and| refurrection-morn,when Chrift, who has the keys of 
the fame may be obferved of many other cities that! hell and death, will unlock the graves, and the dead 
have had their foundations razed up, and have] fhall come forth, as Lazarus did at his call: or if 
never been rebuilt, Thebes, Lyre, &c. and as will] be /outs upon a man’, as the words may be rendered ; 
be the cafe of Rome, or the great city of Badylon,| fhuts the gates of heaven upon a man, as the 
when once deftroyed ; yea, this has been true of|door into the marriage-chamber of the Lamb will 
kingdoms and ftates, fuch as Yeremiah was to root|}be fhut upon and againft the foolifh virgins, as 
out, pull down, and deftroy ; that is, by prophe-| well as prophane finners, there can be no opening, 
fying of their deftruction, as the Ammonites, Mo-| cry as long as they will; and as God fhut the door 
abites, Edomites, and others, whofe names and na-|of Eden, or the earthly paradife, againft Adam, 
tions are no more, fee Jer. i. 10. and xxv. 27.|when he drove him out, to which Sephorno refers 
and the four monarchies broken down and de-|this paffage ; or if the Lord fhuts up a man in 
ftroyed, and made as the chaff of the fummer|hell, there is no opening, no way of efcape from 
threfhing-floor, by the kingdom of Chrift, Dam.|thence. We read of /pirits in prifon, which is to 
ii. 25, 44. and may be exemplified in particular] be underftood not of the limbus or purgatory of 
perfons and families; in Yod and his family, the|the papifts, but of hell ; and thefe /pirits are the 
“Lord broke him with breach upon breach; he|difobedient in the times of Noah, who dying, or 
broke him in his eftate and fubftance ; he broke} being fwept away with the flood, were caft into 
down the hedge about him, and expofed him to}hell, where they have lain ever fince, and will lie 
thieves and robbers that plundered him of his fub-|unto the judgment of the great day ; between the 
ftance ; he broke down his family, that had been |place of the damned, and of the happy, in 4éra- 
fo largely and happily built up, by taking away|/am’s bofom, is a great gulph, that there ok no 
| pailing 


his children by death; and he broke his conftitu- 
tion by difeafes, affictions and forrows, to which ¥0d 
may have here refpect, when he at this time never 
expected to have his loffes in his fubftance, and 
in his family, and in his health, repaired, as they 
were ; nor could it have been done without the 
will and pleafure of God; and oftentimes when 
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pafling from one to the other, which is the immu- 
table and unalterable decree of God, which has 
fixed the everlafting ftates of men. 

y.15. Behold, be with-boldeth the waters, and 
they dry up, &c.) Or lays a reftraint in or on the 
qwaters*; either in the. ocean, as he did at the crea- 
tion, when he gathered the waters that were upon 
the face of the earth into one place, and reftraiaed 
them there, even in the decreed place he broke up 
for them, called the fea, and fet bars and doors to 
keep them within bounds, whereby the places 

_ they left became dry, and the dry land appeared, 
called earth; and fo at the time of the flood, 
when the waters which covered the earth, \and 
drowned the world, were called off again, the face 
of it was dry, and fo it remains, the waters| of. the 
great ocean being reftrained from overflowing: it ; 
aud. alfo. when God rebukes the fea, and {mites 
the waves of it, or with-holds the ebbing and flow- 
ing of the tid:s, brooks and. rivers of water dry 
up; fee Nahumi 4. Zech. x. 11. or elfe this: may 
be underftood of God’s with-holding and reftraining 
the waters in the clouds, and not fuffering them to 
let down rain.on the earth ; when not. only brooks 
dry. up;, as the brook Cherith did,. where Elyab 
abode tor fome time, but the fruits of the earth, 
trees, plants and) herbs dry, up, wither and die; 
fee 1 Kings xvii, 7. Foel i. 19, 20. and this isan 
emblem in a fpiritual fenfe of God’s with-holding 
the word and ordinances, the waters of the fanc- 
tuary,. the. means of grace, and of fruittulnefs ; 
which when he does, the confequence of it is bar- 
rennefs and. unfruitfulnefs. in. kingdoms, cities, 
towns, families, and particular perfons; and of 
his with-holding the communications of ‘his: grace, 
often. compared to» water in {cripture, even from 
his people ; the effect of which is, that they are 
in withering. circumftances,, the things that revive 
feem ready to, die, though they fhall not; Jove 
waxes cold, faith is ready to fail, and hope and 
ftrength feem perifhing from the Lord: he /endeth 
them out, and they overturn the, earth; as at the 
time of the flood, when the fountains of the great 
deep were broken. up, and the windows of heaven 
were opened, and fuch vaft quantities: of water 
iffued out, as overflowed the whole world, by 
which it was overturned ; and as the apoftle Peter 
fays, perifhed, 2 Pet, iii, 5,6. though this is alfo 
true of inundations that may have been fince, which 
though not univerfal as that, yet fo far as they have 
reached have overturned all in their way, and car- 
ried off the fruits of the earth, the habitations of 
men, and men themfelves ; whole countries, cities and 
towns have been carried away by the waters of the 
fea, or funk into it, particularly all that {pace where 
now is the Atlantic fea, as Pliny’, from Plato, re- 
lates. It is well when the grace of God flows, 
and overflows, and fuperabounds abounding fin, 
and overpowers and overcomes carnal, earthly and 
fenfual lufts, and reigns where fin did, and teaches 
to deny ungodlinefs.and worldly lufts, and to: mor- 
tify the members on the earth. 

¥. 16. With him is firength and wifdom, 8c.) 
Which is repeated from ¥. 13. though different 
words are ufed, but expreflive of the: fame things , 
of the greateit ftrength, might and power of God, 
as the above inftances fhew, and: of his moft con- 
fummiate, folid and fubftantial wifdom, as appears 


FO B. 


a 


- 


| tration into affairs, which the one has not, and the 
other has,.are from him ; he with-holds them from 


Ch. xii. y.1 5, 16, 


the one, who are fimple and void of underftand= — 


ing, and fo are eafily inypofed upen, and deceived; 


and he gives them to others, who make an ill ufe - 


of them, and deceive their fellow-creatures. Some 
are deceivers in civil things, in the bufinefs and 
affairs of life, who circumvent, trick, cheat and 
defraud their neighbours in buying and felling, 
ufing deceitful weights and meafures, and by man 

other artful methods ; others are deceivers in reli- 


workers, that lie in wait to deceive ; their inten- 
tion is to deceive, they do it knowingly, and on 
purpofe ; they walk in craftinefs, and handle the 
word of God deceitfully ; there were many of thefe 
in the times of the apoftles that had then entered 
into the world, but never more than now, the 
great .impoftor and deceiver of all is Satan, to 
whom Yarchi reftrains the words, who beguiled 
Eve, and indeed deceives the whole world, Rev. 
xi. 9. 
as by his emiffaries, falfe teachers, and by their own 
hearts lufts; and even God’s elect themfelves, whilft 
in a {tate of unregeneracy, bear this charaéter of 


Now thefé are bis the Lord’s ; which Mr. Brough- 
ton interprets, from him, by him, and for him; the 
wit, wifdom, fubtlety and fagacity of deceivers 
are from-him ; gifts of nature, in themfelves good, 
beftowed)on them by him; the ill ufe they make 
of it is from themfelves, and owing to the vitio- 
fity of their nature; nay, it is not only by his per- 
miffion, but according to his ordination and will, 
that there are fuch perfons in the world: in fome 
cafes they appear not only to have leave or permiffion, 
but an order to feduce, as to the lying fpiric fenr 
forth to: feduce Ahab, 2 Kings xxii. 20—25. 


the princes of Woph being deceived, and they fe- 


ducing Egypt, it is afcribed to the Lord’s mingling , 


a perverfe fpirit in the midft thereof, J/, xix. 13, 
14. nay, when a prophet is deceived, God himfelf 
is faid to deceive that prophet, Ezek. xiv. 9. fo 
much. is there of the permiffive and efficacious will 
of God'in this matter; not that he is the author 
of error and deceit, or infufes thefe into men, only 
the orderer, difpofer and over-ruler of thefe things 
to fome purpofes.of his 5 he has power over them, 
and counter-works them when he pleafes ; he can, 
and does reftrain them, and ftops them, that they 
fhall proceed no farther then he wills; falfe teachers 
would, if poffible, deceive the very elect, but they 


gious affairs, fuch are falfe teachers, deceitful — 


Multitudes are deceived by him, as well. 


deceived, ferving divers lufis and pleafures, Tit. iii. 2. - 


yea, 


cannot, and the reafon is, God hinders them ; Sa- - 


tan can go on no longer deceiving the world, than 


it is the pleafure of God a notorious inftance of 
hindering and reftraining him may be feen in Rew, 
xx. 3, 8. and all the deceptions that are fuffered 
to be among men, ‘they are all wifely ordered’ and 
over-ruled to: good purpofes, fo as to iffue well; 
the deception of our firft parents was fuffered and 
willed, that’ the grace of God might be difplayed 
in the, falvation of men; errors and herefies are, 
and muft be, for the trial and difcovery of found 
believers, that they which are approved’ might be 
manifeft; and men that like not to retain’ in 


their knowledge, rejet-both the light of nature and —— 


revelation, are left in righteous judgment toa repro- 
bate mind,. to give heed to feducing {pirits, an 


by what follows: the deceived and the deceiver are| given up to {trong delufions to believe a lye, 


his; the wildom, knowledge, fagacity and. pene-| they might be. damned, fee 1 
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Michaelis. * Nat. Hilt. 1. 2. ¢. go, ga. 


| Bi ig 
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28. 2 Theff: ii. 1o—12. Now all this fhews the 
infinite and confummate wifdom' of God ; it is 
brought to prove, not only that he &zows deceivers, 
and all their arts and tricks, through which men 
are deceived by them, as Aven Ezra interprets it, 
and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it; but he 
is the fountain of all that wifdom and knowledge 
in them, fuperior to others, which they abufe, nor 
can they ufe it without his leave; and he can and 
does counter-work them, and reftrains them as he 
pleafes, and makes all to work for, and iffue in 
his own glory. 

y.17. He leadeth counfellors away fpoiled, &c.] 
Such who have the greateft fhare of knowledge 
and wifdom in civil things, and are capable of 
giving advice to others, and are very ufeful in 
‘common-wealths, in cities, towns and neighbour- 
hoods; wherefore it is a judgment on a people when 
fuch are removed, J/ ili. 3. thefe God can fpoil 
at once of all their wifdom and knowledge, and 
render them unfit to give advice and counfel to 
others; or he can confound their fchemes, difap- 
point their devices, carry their counfel headlong, 
and make it of none effect, and fo fpoil them of 
their ends and views, and of their fame, credit 
and reputation : and maketh the judges fools; men 
of great parts, abilities and capacities, whereby 
they are qualified to fit upon the bench, prefide in 
courts of judicature, and judge in all matters of 
controverly that come before them; and it is a 
happinefs to a country to have fuch perfons, as it 
is a judgment to have them removed, fee J/ iil. 2. 
yet God can take away the wifdom of fuch men, 
deprive them of their natural abilities, and fo in- 
fatuate them, that they fhall not be able to under- 
ftand a caufe, but pafs a foolifh fentence, to their 
own fhame and difgrace, as well as to the injury of 
others ; fee Jf xl. 23. ; 

y. 18. He loofeth the bonds of kings, &c.] Not 
with which they themfelves may be bound, being 
taken prifoners, or being fo before made kings, 
and brought from thence to reign, as in Eccl. iv. 
34. but that which they bind on their fubjects, a 
yoke of bondage, tyranny and oppreffion ; fo that 
to loofe their bond, is to loofe their fubjeéts from 
it, and free them from their arbitrary and defpotic 
power, and from the burthens they lay upon them : 
unlefs rather it fhould be underftood of loofing 
their girdies, as an emblem of their government, 
ungirding them, or unkinging them, ftripping 
them of their royal power and authority, called a 
loofing of their loins, If. xlv. 1. and this power 
God has over fuch great perfonages, as to fet up 
kings, and remove them at his pleafure, Daz. ii. 
21. which fhows that ftrength and power, as well 
as wifdom, are with him; this may refpect Che- 
dorlaomer cafting off the yoke of Nimrod, and the 
kings of Canaan cafting off the yoke of Chedor- 
laomer, and being loofed from it, Gen. xiv. 1, 4: 
and girdeth their loins with a girdle, not with a 
royal girdle, as an enfign of government ; fee J/- 
xi. 5. and xxii. 21. which he loofes, and ftrips 
them of, but another inftead of that; he girds them 
with the girdle of a fervant or traveller; the al- 


and fo may fignify, that kings fometimes become 
fervants, or go into captivity, and there be ufed ag 
fuch, as they fometimes are; the Vulgate Latix 
verfion is, be girds their reins with a rope.. 

¥. 19. He leadeth princes away fpoiled, &c.] Of 
their principalities and dominions, of their wealth 
and riches, and of their honour and glory; or 
prices“, as fome chute to render the word, againtt 
whom God has indignation for their fins, and leads 
them into captivity with others ; fo the Septuagint 
verfion, he leads the priefts captives; for no office, 
ever fo' facred, can protect wicked men, fee Lam. 
li. 6. Fer. xiv. 18. and from thefe fometimes the 
law perifhes, and they are fpoiled of their'wifdom 
and knowledge, and made unfit to inftruét the 
people, and fo of their credit and reputation among 
them. Sephorno interprets it of the priefts fpoiled 
of their prophefying, they prophefying falfe things 
to kings : and overthroweth the mighty ; the mighty 
| angels from heaven when they finned, and mighty 

men on earth, kings and princes, whom he puts 
down from their feats of majefty and grandeur. 
Sephorno interprets this of kings, whofe ways are 
perverted, by being led by falfe prophets, as Ahab 
was. Some ™ underftand this of ecclefiaftical men, 
mighty in word and doéttrine, well grounded in 
theology, yet their wifdom being taken away from 
them, they turn afide into wicked paths, practices 
and principles, and fall from their ftedfattnefs in 
truth and holinefs. 

¥. 20. He removeth away the fpeech of the trufty, 
&c.] Speech is proper to mankind, and a benefit 
unto them, whereby they can converfe together, 
and communicate their minds to each other ; this 
is the gift of God, he gives to men in common 
the faculty of {peaking ; to fome the tongue of 
the learned, to {peak divers tongues, either in an 
ordinary, or in an extraordinary manner; and he 
that gives, can take away; he that made man’s 
mouth or lip, can make it fpeechlefs, as he does at 
deaths when he takes away man’s breath, he takes 
away his {peech ; the ftate of the dead is a ftate 
of filence; and fometimes he does it whilft living, 
by ftriking dumb, as he did Zechariah, the father 
of Fobn the Bapiift ; and even without fo doing, as 
in the builders of Babel, hestook away the fpeech 
they had, and gave them another; and fometimes 
he fuffers not men to fpeak' what they would, but 
what is contrary to their inclinations and defires, 
as in Balaam, who would willingly have curfed 
T/rael, but could not. Now that God fhould take 
away by any means the fpeech of liars, and faith- 
lefs perfons, as Auanias and Sapphira, by ftriking 
them dead; and of falfe teachers, deceivers, and 
bold blafphemers of God, and of his Sort and of 
the bleffed Spirit, whofe mouths ought to be ftop- 
ped, is no wonder; but it feems ftrange, that he 
fhould remove the fpeech of truly or faithful* men, 
that fpeak the truth, and are to be credited and 
believed : and as the preceding words are under- 
ftood of ecclefiaftic perfons, thefe may be conti- 
nued concerning them; and the character agrees 
with minifters of the word, who are entrufted. with 
the rich treafure of it; that is put in earthen veffels, 
JuGion being to the cuftom in thofe eaftern countries, | and committed to the truft of faithful men; who ap- 
where they wore long garments, for fervants to gird | pear to be fuch when they {peak the word faithfully, 
them up, when they waiced on their mafters, or|declare the whole counfel of God, and keep back . 
when men went long journeys, fee Luke xvii. 7, 8. | nothing profitable to men; when they {peak plainly, 
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without ambiguity, and fincerely, without mixing 
or adulterating it; and ate faithful as to God, who 
has appointed them, and put them into the mini- 
ftry, fo to the fouls of men under their care : now 
God fometimes takes away the fpeech of thefe, 
not by changing their voice, or ordering them, 
inftead of the gracious promifes of the gofpel, to 
deliver out the menaces and threatenings of the 
law; but either by commanding them to be dumb 
and filent, and fpeak no more to an incorrigible 
and rebellious people ; as Ezekiel was bid to pro- 
phefy no more to the houfe of J/rae/, and the 
apoftles to preach no more to the Fews; or by 
fuffering them to be filenced by the edicts of wick- 
ed princes, and their violent perfecutions of them, 
fo that the teachers of men are removed into cor- 
ners, and not to be feen or heard; and alfo by 
death, when their faces are no more feen, and their 
fpeech no more heard. Some, both Fewi/h and 
Chriftian interprets, dérive the word here ufed from 
the root tes} to /peak, and render it /peakers or 
orators’; fo Mr. Broughton tranflates the words, 
he bereaveth the orators of lip; he takes away their | 
eloquence from them, deprives them of their {peak- | 
ing well, and ftrips them of their natural and ac- | 
quired abilities, by which they have become good | 
fpeakers ; and fuch who ufe their talents well in this 
way are beneficial to a commonwealth, and it~is a 
lofs when they are removed, or their fpeech re- 
moved from them, fee Jf iil. 3. and taketh away the 
underfianding of the aged, or elders*, as Mr. Brough- 
ton, either in age or office; elders in age, with 
whom underftanding, reafon, judgment, counfel 
and wifdom, by all which the word is interpreted, 
may be thought to be, and it is expected they 
fhould, and oftentimes are, though not always ; 
yet all this, God can take away, and does when he 
pleafes, and they become like children in under- 
{tanding ; through the infirmities of old age their 
memories fail them, their reafon is impaired, their 
underftanding and judgment are weakened} and 
they become unfit to give advice themfelves, and 
are eafily impofed on, and drawn afide by others; 
as may be,obferved-in Solomon, the wifeft of men, 
when he was grown old. This is to be underftood 
of the natural underftanding in things natural and 
civil, but not of the fpiritual underftanding, which 
is never taken away, but rather increafed in old 
age; the true light of grace fhines more and mote 
unto the perfect day; it is a’ gift of God without 
repentance, which he never revokes and removes : 
it may intend the natural ¢affe*, as the word may 
be rendered ; this is often and generally taken away 
from the aged, as in old Barzillat, who could not 
tafte what he eat and drank, as to diftinguifh and 
relith it, 2 Sam. xix. 35. but not the fpiritual tafte, 
of the Lotd as gracious, of the good word of 
God, and the fruits of divine grace; the tafte and 
favour of which remain with the people of God 
in old age: or this may defign men in office, ei- 
ther civil magiftrates, called fenators, the elders of 
the people, judges and counfellors, who inftead of 
being taught more wifdom, which their offices re- 
quire, fometimes become infatuated, their under- 
flanding of civil things is taken away from them, 
their wife counfels become brutifh, and they like 
children ; or ecclefiattic perfons, elders of churches, 
who having talents for publick ufefulnefs, either 
neglect them, or make an ill ufe of them, and there- 
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himfelf, and made known to them, or othe 


28, 29. Zech. xi. 17. : in » 
¥.21. He poureth contempt upon princes, 8c.) 
Not on good princes, fuch as rule in righteoufnefs, ~ 
and decree judgment, and govern their fubjeéts — 
according to good laws, in a mild and gentle man- 
ner, and’ anfwer to their name of free, liberal, be-— 
neficent and munificent, ‘Thefe, as there is an ho-. 
nour due unto them, it is the will of God they 
fhould have ir; much lefs are princes, in a figurative 
fenfe meant, good men, the children of God, who 
are born of him the King of kings, and fo princes 
in all the earth; but, in a literal fenfe, bad princes 
that opprefs their fubjeéts, and rule them with 
rigour, and perfecute good men; fuch as rofe up 
againft Chrift, as Herod and Pontius Pilate, perfe- 
cutors of the faints, as the Roman emperors, and 
the antichriftian princes in the papacy ; thefe God 
fometimes brings into contempt with their fubjects, 
depofes them from their government, reduces them 
to a mean, abject and fervile ftate ; or they die a - 
fhameful death, as Herod was eaten with worms, 
and many of the heathen emperors died miferable 
deaths ; and the vial8 of God’s wrath will be poured 
out upon all the ‘antichriftian ftates, and their 
princes: pouring denotes the abundance of fhame — 
they are put to, as if they were clothed and co- 
vered with it, it being plentifully poured out like 
water, or as water was poured upon them, which 
is fometimes done by way of contempt, fee Pf. 
cvii. 40. and weakeneth the firength of the mighty 5 
the ftrength of men, hale and robuft, by fending 
one difeafe or another upon them, which takes it 
away from them ; or by ¢he mighty are meant, men 
in power and authority ; kings, as the Targum pa-' - 
raphrafes it, mighty monarchs, whofe ftrength lies 
in their wealth and riches, in their fortrefles and 
powerful armies; all which God can deprive them 
of-in an inftant, and make them as weak as other 
men. Some render it, and loofeneth the girdle of 
the. mighty”, the fame as loofening the loins of 
kings, J/: xiv. 1. ungirding them, and taking away 
their power and authority from them, rendering 
them unfit for bufinefs, or unable to keep their 
pofts, and defend their kingdom. ; i 
¥.22. He difcovereth deep things out of darknefs, 
&c.] The deep things of God, his own deep things 
which lie in his heart,wrapt up in darknefs impenetra- 
ble to creatures, and which could never be known, 
unlefs he had difcovered them; fuch asthe thoughts 
of his heart, which are very deep, Pf xcii. 5. the 
deep things of God, which the Spirit of God only 
knows, fearches and reveals, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. eyen 
his thoughts of peace, and good things for his peo- 
ple, which are many and precious, are known te 


muft have remained in darknefs, and ‘out of t 
reach, being as high as the heavens are from the 
earth ; the decrees and purpofes of God, which he 
hath purpofed in himfelf, are deép things in his 
own breaft, and lie concealed in Bi 
until difcovered by the accomplifhment of | 
fuch as his decrees of election in Chrift, r 
tion by him, and effectual ee his 
all which are revealed and made known by the 
cution of them: the love: of God " 
which lay hid in his heart from everlaftin 
is difcovered by the gift and miffion of his 
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fore are taken away from them ; their right arm is 
dried up, and their right eye darkened, Ada¢t. Te _ 
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in the regeneration and quickening of his people, 
and of which he makes {till larger difcoveries to 


them in the courfe of. their lives : likewife the my-’ 


fteries of the Gofpel, unknown to natural men, even 
the wife and prudent,. only known to fuch to whom 
it is given to know them, to whom they are re- 
vealed by the Father of Chrift, and by the Spirit 
of wifdom and revelation-in the knowledge of the 
myftery of God, and of the Father, and of Chrift ; 
réipecting the perfons in the Godhead, the grace 
of each perfon, the incarnation of Chrift, .the union 
of the two natures in him, redemption and jutftifica- 
tion by him, regeneration by, the Spirit of God, 
union to Chrift, and communion with him, and 
conformity to him in foul and body, now and here- 
after: likewife the fecrets of his providence, in 
which there is a great depth of his wifdom and 
knowledge, and is in great obfcurity ; his path is 
in the great waters, and his footfteps are not 
known ; his judgments are unfearchable, and his 
ways paft finding out, but ere long they will be 
made manifeft, and lie open to view. There are 
alfo the deep things of others, which he difcovers, 
as the depth of fin in the deceitful heart of man, 
which none knows as himfelf; and which lie hid 
there, until they are difcovered in the light of the 
divine Spirit, who ‘convinces of them, enlightens 
the underftanding to behold thofe fwarms of Jufts 
and corruptions it never difcerned before ; and then 
a man comes to, fee and know the plague of his 
own heart, he was before a ftranger to; alfo the 
depths of Satan, his deep-laid {chemes, his wiles 
and ftratagems, to draw into fin, and fo to ruin ; 
thefe are unknown to natural men, but faints are 
made acquainted with them, fo that they are not 
altogether ignorant of his devices, Kev. i. 24. 
2 Cor. ii. 11. likewife the fecret plots, counfels and 
combinations of wicked men, which they lay deep, 
and feek to hide from the Lord, being formed in 
the dark ; but he fees and knows them, difcovers 
and confounds them: to which may be added all 
the wicked actions of men done in the dark, but 
cannot be hid from God, with whom the darknefs 
and the light are both alike ; and who, fooner or 
later, brings them to light, even the hidden things 
of darknefs, and makes manifeft the counfels of 
the heart, as he will do more efpecially at the day 
of judgment, to which every fecret thing will be 
brought : and bringeth to light the foadow of death , 
not only life and immortality, as by the gofpel, 
but death, and the fhadow of it, even deadly 
darknefs, the groffeft of darknefs ; fuch who are 
darknefs itfelf he makes light, and out of the dark- 
nefs in them commands light to fhine, as in the 
firft creation ; to them that fit in darknefs, and in 
the fhadow of death, he caufes a great light to 
arife, the light of the gofpel, and the light of 
grace, yea, Chrift himfelf, the light of the world ; 
he calls and brings them out of it into marvellous 
light, out of the dark dungeon and prifon of fin 
and unbelief, to the enjoyment of fpiritual light 
and life here, and to everlafting light and glory 
hereafter. Lia | 
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¥. 23. He increafeth the nations, and deftreyeth 
them, &c.] As he did before the flood, when the 
earth was filled, and all over peopled with them, 
but at the flood he deftroyed them at once. Se- 
Phorno interprets it of the feven nations in the land 
of Canaan, which were increafed in it, and de- 
ftroyed, to make way for the Jraelites to in- 
habit it ; and this-has fince been verified in other 
kingdoms, large and- populous, and brought to 
deftruction, particularly in the four monarchies, 
Babylonian, Perfian, Grecian and Roman, and will + 
be in the antichriftian ftates.and nations of the 
world: be enlargeth the nations, and ‘ftraiteneth 
them again ; or ftretcheth or fpreadeth out the na- 
tions*, ashe did all over the earth before the de- 
luge, and then moft remarkably ftraitened them, 
when they were reduced to fo fmall a number as to 
be contained ina fingle ark: or /eads them*; that is, 
governs them, as Mr. Broughton renders the word, 
rules and over-rules them, as large as they aré; or 
leads them into captivity, as fome Few writers °, 
as the Iraelites; though they have been enlarged, 
and became numerous, as it was promifed they 
fhould, yet have been led into captivity, firft the 
ten tribes‘by the Afyrians, and then the two tribes 
by the Chaldeans; the Targum is, be Jpreadeth out 
a net for the nations, and leadeth them, that is, into 
it, fo that they are taken in it, fee Ezek. xii. 13. 

¥.24. He taketh away the heart of the chief of the 
people of the earth, &c.] The people of the earth are 
the common people, the chief or heads‘ of them, as 
it may be rendered, are kings, princes and gene- 
rals of armies; whofe hearts may be faid to be 
taken away, when they are difpirited, and deprived 
both of courage and conduét ; have neither valour 
nor wifdom, «neither fortitude of mind, nor mili- 
tary fkill to defend themfelves and their people 
againft their enemies. Sephorno interprets this of Sibon 
and Og, whofe fpirits the Lord hardened, and made 
their hearts obftinate to war with J/rae/, Deut. ii; 
30. but it may be better underftood of the J/-cel- 
ites, and the heads of them, when they were dif- 
comfited by the Amalekites, quickly after their com- 
ing out of Egypt, fee Numb. xiv. 45. about which 
time od' lived: and the rather, fince it follows 
and caufed them to wander in a wilderne/s where there 
is no way; no track, no beaten path to follow, to 
be a guide to them, and direct their way; in fuch 
a wildernefs the J/raelites wandered near forty years, 
fee Pf. cvii. 40. 

y.25. They grope in the dark without light, &c.} 
Like blind men, as the men of Sodom, when they 
were ftruck with blindnefs ; or ¢hey grope, or feel 
the dark, and not light *, as the Targum; as the 
Egyptians did when fuch grofs darknefs was upon: 
them, as might be felt:' and be maketh them to 
Stagger like a drunken man; that has loft his ficht, 
his fenfes, and his feet, and knows not where he is, 
which way to go, nor how to keep on his legs, 
but reels to and fro, and is at the utmoft lofs what 
to do ; all this is faid of the heads or chief of the 
people, in confequence of their hearts being taken 
away, and fo left deftitute of wifdom and ftrength. 


© miu’ extendit, Tigurine verfion, Drufius, Mercerus ; expandit, Beza, ‘Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Schmidt; ex- 


ndens, Schultens. 
en Melech, Bar T'zemach. 


¢ [73") & ducit eas, Pagninus, Montanus, Mercerus, Cocceius, Schmidt. 
nbeg f sve) capitum, Montanus, Cocceius, Schmidt, Michaelis, Schultens. 


© Kimchi, 


yy 89) Ww ww? palpant tenebras & non lucem, Vatablus, Mercerus, Drufius, Schultens. 


t CH AP. 


e 


280 


Rl = BI: 


poe begins this chapter, by obferving the ex- 
tenfivenefs of his knowledge, as appeared from 
his preceding difcourfe, by which it was evident 
he was not lefs knowing than his friends, ¥, 1, 2. 
and therefore would have nothing to do with them 
as judges in his caufe, but would appeal to God, 
and debate the matter before him, and leave it to 
his decifion, fince he could expeét no good from 
them, ¥. 3, 4. and all the favour he intreats of 
them is, that they would for the future be no longer 
fpeakers; but hearers, ¥. 5, 6,13, 17- he expoftu- 
lates with them about their wicked and deceitful 
way of pleading for God, and againft him, ¥. 7, 
8. and in order to ftrike an awe upon them, fug- 
gefts to them, that they were liable to the divine 
{crutiny ; that God was not to be mocked by them, 
that he would furely. reprove them for their re- 
{peé&t of perfons, and defires them to confider his 
dreadful majefty, and what frail creatures they 
were, ¥.g—12. then he expreffes his confidence 
in God, that he fhould be faved by him, notwith- 
ftanding the afflictive circumftances he was in, ¥. 
14, 15, 16. and doubted not he fhould be able fo 
to plead his caufe, as that he fhould be juftified, if 
God would but withdraw his hand, and take off 
his dread from him, y. 18—22. he defires to know 
what his fins were, that he fhould hide his face 
from hii, and treat him with fo much feverity, 
who was but a poor, weak, feeble creature, ¥. 23, 
24, 25. and concludes with a complaint of the bit- 
ternels and fharpnefs of his affli¢tions, with which 
he was confumed, y. 26—28. 


y. 1. Lo, mine eye hath feen ail this, &c.] Or 
all thofe things® he had been difcourfing of, con- 
cerning the wifdom and power of God, and _ his 
friends alfo; fome ot thefe he had feen inftances 
of, he had been an eye-witnefs of them, and could 
give an ocular teftimony to them; and others he 
had difcerned with the eyes of his underftanding, 
being opened and enlightened, and had a clear and 
diftin& view of them, fo that he had feen and 
knew as much of thefe things as any of them had. 
Some’ interpret it. a/ other things, pertaining to 
the fame fubjeét ; by what he had faid, it might be 
concluded he knew more; this was but a fample 
or fpecimen of his knowledge, which, when ob- 
ferved, it might be perceived what an underftand- 
ing he had in fuch divine things: the words are 
indeed abfolute, my eye hath feen all things *, which 
muft not be taken in the largeft and comprehenfive 
fenfe of all things to be feen, heard and underftood; 
for tho’ Fob’s knowledge was very great, yet it did 
not take fo great a compafs as this; many things 
in nature his eye had not feen, others in providence 
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things by revelation from God ; for if Elipbaz his 
friead had an heavenly vifion, and a divine reve- 
lation, which his ear received a little of; why may 
it not be thought that ‘fob alfo was fometimes fa- 
voured with vifions and revelations from God, 
whereby he became more intimately acquainted with 
divine and fpiritual things ? and underftood it; that 
is, what he had feen and heard ; fome things may 
be feen, and yet not known what they are; and 
other things may be heard, and not underitood ; 
but Fob had an underftanding of what he had feen 


with his own eyes, or had: received by revelation; - 


human or divine: and all this is introduced with 
alo or behold; not as a note of admiration at his 
knowledge, though the things known by him were 
wonderful, but as a note of attention to them, and. 
to his remark on them, and as expreffive of the 
certainty of his fight, hearing and underftanding’ 
of thefe things. 

y. 2. What ye know, the fame do I know alfo, 
&c.] -Concerning God and his perfeétions, his fo- 
vereignty, holineis, juftice, wifdom, power, gbod- 
nefs, ce. and concerning his providences, and his 
dealings with men in an ordinary, or in an ex- 
traordinary way: J am net inferior unto you, as 
might be collected from the preceding difcourle ; 
fee the note on ch. xii. 3. ; 

¥. 3. Surely I would Jpeak to the Almighty, 8c} 
Or therefore I would fpeak’, Gnce he knew as much 
as his friends, and they knew no more than he, if 
fo much, he would have no more to do with them, 


they fhould not be his judges ; nor would he be “» 


determined by them, but would appeal to God, 
and plead his own caufe before him, by whom he 


doubted not he fhould be candidly heard; he knew . 


that he was the judge of all the earth, and would 
do right; and that he fat on a throne judging 
righteoufly, and would maintain his right and his 
caufe ; that he would judge him according to his 
righteou(nefs and integrity, of which he was confci- 
ous, and would pafs a juft decifive fentence in his 
favour, and give the caufe for him againft his 
friends, as he afterwards did; for this is not to be 
underftood of {peaking to him in prayer, though 
that is a fpeech either of the heart or of the tongue, 
or of both, .to God ; and which he allows of, yea 
delights in, and which is a wonderful condefcenfion ; 
and therefore it may be ufed with boldnefs and 
freedom, and which gracious fouls are defirous of; 
and the confideration of God being almighty, or 


all-/uficient, is an argument, motive and induce- — 


ment to them to fpeak or pray unto him, fince he 


is able to do all things for them, they want or de- ~ 


fire of him; but here it is to be underftood of 
{peaking to him, or before-him, in a judicial way, 
dee 


he could not difcern, and but a {mall portion of! at his bar, before his tribunal, he fitting as a jud 
God, of his nature, perfections, ways and works was|to hear the caufe, and decide the controverly be- 


known by him, as he himfelf confeffes elfewhere, ch. 


tween ¥od and his friends. Some render it, 7 w. 


xxXvi. 14. this therefore muft be limited and re- | /peak for the Almighty, and defire to reafon for God” ; 


{trained to the fubject-matter in hand, and to what} {fecing he knew fo much of him 5 not fpeak againft © 


he and his friends had been treating of : mine ear|him, as his friends fuggefted he had, but for hi 


bath beard, {ome things he had knowledge of by!on-behalf of his fovereignty, juftice, holinefs, wif- = at 
the report of others, from his fore-fathers, his an-|dom and ftrength, as he had done, and would do 


ceftors,"men of capacity and probity, that could|yet more; by which he would have it known, that 


be credited, and fafely depended on, and even fome|as he had as much knowledge as they, he wa: as 
Sy a / - 
zealous i 
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as zealous as any of them to plead for God, and 
defend him, and promote his honour and glory to 
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a broken neck ; this is to be underftood of them, 
not as phyficians of his body, that they pretended 


the uttermoft ; but the other fente is belt: and I 
defire to reafon with God; not at the bar of his 
juftice, with refpect to the juftification of his per- 
fon by his own righteouinefs ; fo no man can rea~ 
fon with God, as to approve himfelf juft with him; 
nor will any fenfible man defire to enter into judg- 
ment with him on that foot; a poor fenfible fin- 
ner may reafon with God at the throne of grace, 
and plead for pardoning mercy and juftifying grace 
thro’ the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift, and from 
the declarations, proclamations and promifes. of 
grace through him; but of neither of thefe forts 
of reafonings are the words to be underftood, but 
of debating the matter in controverfy between 70d 
and his friends before God, that he might hear it, 
and decide it; this was what od was defirous of, 
of having the caufe brought before him, the cafe 
ftated and pleaded, and reafoned on in his prefence ; 
this he fignifies would be a pleafure to him; he 
foould delight to have it fo, as the word" here ufed 
may be interpreted. | 

y.4. But ye are forgers of lies, &c.] Thisisa 
hard and very harfh faying ; Yod was now in a 
paffion, provoked by his friends, and retorts upon 
them what they had charged him with, ch. xi. 3. 
fo, often in controverfies and difputes between good 
men undue heats arife, and unbecoming words drop 
from their lips and pens ; to tell lies is a bad thing, 
but to forge them, to tell a ftudied, premeditated lie, 
is dreadfully thocking, contrary to the grace of God, 
and which good men cannot allow them(elves in, it is 
the character of bad men, fee J/- Ixiii. 8. Pf. cxix. 
69. but it may be ‘ob may not defign lies in a 
ftriét and proper fenfe, but falfhoods and untruths ; 
for though no lie is of the truth, yet every untruth 
is not alie ; becaufe a man may deliver an untruth, 
not knowing it to be fo, but taking ic for a truth, 
{peaks it, without any defign to impofe upon, and 
deceive others. Doctrinal lies may be intended, 
fuch as the falfe prophets told, whereby they made 
the hearts of the righteous fad, and were the un- 
tempered morter they daubed with, Ezek, xiii. 10, 
22. and the word here ufed has the fame fignifica- 


not to be; he was greatly difeafed from head to 
foot, and had no hope of a recovery of his health, 
nor did they pretend to prefcribe for him, nor does 
he reproach them on that account; but as phyficians 
of his foul, afflicted and diftrefied, they came to ad- 
minifter comfort to him under his afflictions, but 
they were miferable comforters, as he elfewhere calls 
them, ch. xvi. 2. inftead of acting the part of the 
good Samaritan, and pouring in oil and wine into his 
wounds, they poured in vinegar, and made them 
bleed and fmart the more, and added affliétion to 
his affliftion; inftead of healing, they wounded 
him yet more and more ; and inftead of binding 
up his wounds, opened them wider, and gave him 
fenfible pain ; inftead of giving him the cordials 
of the gofpel, they gave him the corrofives of the 
law; and inftead of pointing out unto him the 
gracious promifes. of God, for the fupport of his 
affiicted foul, they loaded him with charges of fin, 
and fet him to work by repentance and reforma- 
tion to obtain the forgivenefs of them : they faid 
many good things, but mifapplied them, being 
ignorant of the cafe, and fo were phyficians of no 
value; as fuch are who are ignorant of the nature 
and caufes of a difeafe, and therefore make wrong 
prefcriptions, though the medicines they prefcribe 
may in themfelves be good : indeed, in foul-cafes, 
or for the healing of the difeafes of the foul, which 
are natural and hereditary, epidemical and univerfal, 
naufeous and loathfome, and of themfelves mortal, 
all phyficians are of no value; but Jefus Chrift, 
who is the only phyfician of fouls, the able, {kil- 
ful and infallible one, that cures all fully and freely 
that apply unto bim; bodily phyficians are of no 
ufe in fuch cafes, nor merry companions, nor legal 
preachers, who direct to fupple the wounds with 
tears of repentance, and bind them up with rags 
of a man’s own righteoufnefs ; Chrift is the only 
Saviour, his blood the balfam that heals every 
wound, and his. righteoufnefs that affords peace, 
joy and comfort to afflided minds, and delivers 
from thofe weights and preffures of mind, with 
which they are bowed down. 


tion, and may be rendered, daubers of lies® , that 
colour over things, and make falfhoods look like 
truths, and deliver them for fuch, and like others 
{peak lies in hypocrify : now thofe here referred to 
were thefe, that God did not afflict good men, 
eat leaft in any very fevere manner, and that 70d, 
being thus afflicted, was a bad man, and an hypo- 
crite; both thefe¥ob charges as lies : ye are all phy- 
ficians of no value, or idol-phyficians’ , not that 
pretended to the cure of idols, but were no better 
than idols themfelves, and underftood no more how 
to cure than they, than an heathen deity, the god 
of phyfic Ai/culapius, or any one that might be 


reckoned fuch ; but was no other than an image of 


wood or ftone, and fo could not be poffeffed of the 
faculty of healing, and fuch were Fod’s friends ; 
,an idol is nothing, and is good for nothing, and 
fuch were they as phyficians, they were idol-phy- 
ficians, like the idol-fhepherd, Zech. xi. 17. of no 
value at all: the Raddins* fay, the word ufed fig- 
nifies a nerve or finew of the neck, which when 
‘broken is incurable; and fuch phyficians were they, 
that could do him no fervice, no more than cure 


~*. ¥DRR Jubet, Schultens. 


Ven THE N* 9. 
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‘tores idoli, Bolducius; fo Ramban; medici idoli, Pineda; fo fome in Drufius, 


¥. 5. And that ye would altogether bold your peaces 


&c.] Since what they faid of him was not true, 
nor any thing to the purpofe, or that tended to the 
comfort of his afflicted foul, but the reverfe; and 
therefore he could have wifhed they had never 


broke filence, but continued as they were the firft 
feven days of their vifit; and now, fince they had 
fpoken, and had done no good by fpeaking, but 
hurt, he defires for the future they would be filent, 
and fay no more: and it fhould be your wifdom ; it 
would be the greateft evidence of it they could 
give; they had fhown none by {peaking ; it would 
be a proof of fome in them, fhould they hold 
their peace; a very biting expreffion this! fee 

Prov, xvii. 28. 
¥. 6, Hear now my reafoning, &c.] Fob intreats 
his friends, that they would be no longer fpeakers 
but hearers; that they would vouchfafe to fit ftill, 
and hear what he had to fay ; though he was greatly 
afflicted, he had not loft his reafon, wifdom was 
not driven out from him, ch. vi. 1g. he had ftill- 
with him his reafoning powers, which he was ca- 
pable ‘of making ufe of, and even before God, and 
defires 
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defires that they would attend to what he had to 
fay on his own behalf: and bearken to the pleadings 
of my lips; he was capable of pleading his own 
caufe, and he was defirous of doing it before God 
as his judge; and begs the favour of his friends 
to be filent, and hear him out, and then let juag- 
ment be given, not by them, but by God him- 
felf. 

y¥. 7. Will you {peak wickedly for God? &c.] As 
he fuggefts they did; they fpoke for God, and 
pleaded for the honour of his juftice, by afferting 
he did not affli& good men, which they thought 
was contrary to his juftice; but then, at the fame 
time, they fpoke wickedly of od, that he being 
afflicted of God was a bad man, and an hypocrite; 
and this was {peaking wickedly for God, to vindi- 
cate his juftice at the expence of his character, 
which there was no need to do; and fhewed that 
they were poor advocates for God, fince they 
might have vindicated the honour of his juftice, 
and yet allowed that he afflicted good men, and 
that ‘Yob was fuch an one: and talk deceitfully for 
him 2 or tell lies for him, namely, thofe juft men- 
tioned, that only wicked men, and not good men, 
were affliéted by him, and that od was a bad man, 
and an hypocrite. 

¥. 8. Will ye accept bis perfon? &c.| Accept- 
ing or refpecting perfons ought not to be done in 
judgment by earthlygudges ; which is done when 
they give a caufe to one through favour and af- 
fection to his perfon, becaufe rich, or their friend, 
and againft another, becaufe otherwife ; and fome- 
thing like this 7od intimates his friends did in the 
prefent cafe; they only confidered what God was, 
holy, juft, wife and good in all he did, and fo far 
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tion he makes of things, as if he was in the right: 


but bis neighbour cometh and fearcheth him tra- ~ 
verfes his arguments in his own vindication, and 
fhews the fallacy of them; fo Yod’s friends ma-— 


king the worft of his caufe, and the beft of their 
own, feemed right in their own eyes ; but God, 
who is the fearcher of hearts, and who knows all 
things, could fee through their coverings of things, 


and could not be deceived by them, but would ~ 


find them out, and expofe them; as he did after-" 
wards, when he gave judgment againft them, and 


declared they had not faid that which was right, — 
as his fervant ob had, ch. xlii. 7, 8. and therefore — 


it was not to their profit and advantage, and to 
their honour and credit, to be fearched out by him,” 
or to run the rifque of it, as they did, which is’ 
the amount of this queftion: or as one mocketh an- 
other, do ye fo mock him?’ men may be mocked by 
their fellow-creatures, either by words or geftures,’ 
as good men ufually are in all ages, efpecially the 
prophets of the Lord, and the minifters of his 
word ; or they may be deceived and impofed upon 
by the falfe glofles and colourings of artful men, 
as fimple men are deceived by the fair fpeeches of 
falfe teachers, which is no other than an illufion 
of them, or mocking them: in the firft fenfe God’ 
may be mocked, though he fhouldnot ; there have 
been, and will be fuch bold and daring creatures 
as to'mock at his promifes, and his providence, 
to mock at his word, ordinances, and minifters, 
which is interpreted by him a mocking and de- 
fpifing himfelf; but in the latter fenfe he cannot be 
mocked, and it is a vain thing to attempt it; dé 
not deceived, God is not mocked, Gal. vi. 7. he fees 
through all the fallacious reafonings of men; he 


they were right, and too much refpect cannot be judges not according to outward appearance ; he 


given him; but the fault was, that they only at- 


fees and knows the heart, and all the views andy” 


tended to this, and did not look into. the caufe of|defigns of men, and can deteét all their fophifms 


Fob itfelf, but wholly neglected it, and gave it 
againft him, he being poor, abjeé&t and miierable, 


and falfe glofies ; he is not be deceived by fpecious 
pretences of doing’ fuch and fuch aétions for his 


on the above confideration of the perfections of|glory, as cafting out good men, and their names, 


God; which looked like what is called among men 


or traducing their characters that he may be glo- 


acceptation, or refpect of perfons: will ye contend|rified, or killing them to do him fervice, J/ Ixvi. 5. 


for God? it is right to contend for God, for the 
being of God againft atheifts, for the perfections 
of God, his fovereignty, his omnifcience, omni- 
prefence, €c. againft thofe that deny them, for his 
truths and doétrines, word, worfhip and ordinances. 
againft the corrupters of them; but then he and 
thofe are not to be contended for in a foolifh and 
imprudent manner, or with a zeal, not according to 
knowledge, much lefs with an hypocritical one, as 
was Febu’s ; God needs no fuch advocates, he can 
plead his own caufe, or make ufe of perfons that can 
do it in a better manner, and to better purpofe. 

y¥. 9. Is it. good that he fhould fearch you out ? 
&c.] That is, God ; fearching is afcribed to him 
after the manner of men; not that he is ignorant 
of perfons or things he fearches after, or exercifes 
that application, diligence and induftry, and takes 
thofe pains which are neceffary in men to find out 
any thing ; when he makes fearch, it is not on 
his own account, but others ; at leaft it is only to 
fhew his knowledge of perfons and things, and to 
make men known to others, or things to them 
themfelves; and is here to be underftood in a judi- 
cial fenfe, as it frequently is the cafe, fo it was 
here, a man that is firft in bis own caufe, as the 
wife man fays, Prov. xviii. 17. feemeth juft ; to 
himfelf and others ; it looks upon the reprefenta- 


* PVD MDI arguendo argwet, Pagninus, Montanus, Muntter, Bolducius, Mercerus, Cocceius, Schmidt ; 


redarguet, Michaelis. 


John xvi. 2. he is not to be flattered as one man 
may flatter another; to do this with him, is to 
mock him, he is not to be mocked in this way. 
v.10. He will furely reprove you, &c.| Or in 
reproving he will reprove you" ; he will certainly do 
it, it may be depended upon, and be expected ; he 
will never fuffer fin to go unreproved and uncor- 
rected ; he will do it to the purpofe, with fharp- 
nefs and feverity, as the nature of the crime re- 
quires; he reproves by his Spirit, and it is well 
for men when he thoroughly, and in a fpiritual and 
faving way, reproves them by him, and convinces 
them of fin, righteoufnefs and judgment ; and he 
reproves by his word, which is written for reproof 
and correction ; and by his minifters, one part of 
whofe work it is to rebuke and reprove men for 
bad practices, and bad principles; and in fome 
cafes they are to ufe fharpneis, and which when 
fubmitted to, and kindly taken, it is well; and 
fometimes he reproves by his providences, by afflic- 
tive difpenfations, and that either in love, as he 
rebukes his own children, or in wrath and hot dif- 


pleafure, as others, which is here defigned; and 
as it is always for fin he rebukes men, fo particu- — 


larly he rebukes for the following, as might be ex- 


pected : if ye do fecretly accept perfons ; acceptance 
of perfons in judgment is prohibited by God, and 
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is highly refented by him; yea, even the accept- 


ance of his own perfon to the prejudice of the cha- 
raéter of an innocent man; which feems to be 
what od has refpect unto, as appears from y. 8. 
and fome verfions render it, if ye accept bis face"; 
and though this may be done not openly and pub- 
lickly, but in a covert and fecret manner, under 
difguife, and with fpecious pretences to the honour 
and glory of God. 

v.11. Shall not his excellency make you afraid, 
&c.] To commit fin, any fin, and particularly 
that! juft mentioned, which they might expect to 
be reproved for; there is an excellency in the name 
of God, which is fearful and dreadful, and in the 
nature and perfeétions of God, his power, juttice, 
and holinefs, in which he is glorious and tremen- 
dous, and fhould deter men from finning againft 
him; and there is an excellency in his works of 
nature and providence, which are wondrous, and 
fhew him to be near at hand, and can atonce, if he 
pleafes, take veng:ance’ for fin: or fhall not bis 
height ® , &c. his fublimity, his fuperiority to all 
beings ; he is the’moft high God, higher than the 
higheftamong men, he is above all gods, all that 
are fo called; and therefore all the inhabitants of the 
earth fhould ftand in awe of him, and not fin: or 
frall not bis lifting up * ? &c. on a throne of judg- 
ment, as the Targum-adds ; he is the judge of the 
whole earth, and will judge his people, and right 
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all fhould fade, and come to nothifig; the memory 
of the juft indeed is bleffed, the righteous are had 
in everlafting remembrance, becaule of their ever- 
lafting righteoufnefs ; but as for any thing elf, 
that may be thought to be a remembrance of man, 
it is but as afhes, of little worth, foon gone, and 
often trampled upon ; and men fhould remember, 
that they are but duft and afhes, as ben Ezra‘ 
obferves, even in their befteftate, in comparifon of 
the excellency of God before fpoken of ; and as 
Abraham confeffed in the prefence of God, Gen. 
Xvill. 27. your bodies to bodies of clay ; that is, are 
like to bodies of clay, to fuch as are made of clay 
after the fimilitude of human bodies ; and fuch are 
the bodies of men themfelves, they are of the earth 
earthly, they are houfes of clay, which have their 
foundation in the duft; earthen veffels, and ear- 
thly houfes of this tabernacle, poor mean frail 
brittle things, are crufhed before the moth, and 
much more before the Almighty ; the word is by 
fome rendered eminencies, the moft eminent men ; 
what is moft eminent in them are like to eminences 
of clay®, or heaps of dirt: fome interpret this as 
the former exprefiion, of their words, reafonings, 
arguments, and objections; which though great 
{welling words, were vain and empty, mere bub- 
bles, and though reckoned ftrong reafonings, unan- 
fwerable argnments, and objections, had no ftrength 
in them, but were to be eafily#thrown ‘down like 


their wrongs ; he fits on a throne high, and lifted} hillocks of clay ; and though ught to be like 
up, judging righteoufly ; and will maintain the|fhields, or high and ftrong fortreffes, as fome® take 
caufeof the innocent, and avenge himfelf on thofe| the word to fignify, yet are but clayey ones. 
that injure them, and therefore it muft bea fearful} y. 13. Hold your peace, let me alone, &c}] Or, 
thing to fall into his hands : fome render it, /ba//| ceafe from me‘, from fpeaking to me, or hinder- 
not bis burning’; or flaming fire, &c. as Farchijing me from fpeaking. Fob might perceive by 
obferves, and apply it to hell-fire, and the ever-|fome motions of his friends, that they were about 
afting burnings of the lake which burns with fire]to interrupt him; and therefore he defires they 
“and brimftone ; and which are very terrible, and} would be filent, and let him go on: that I may 
may well affright men from finning againft God ;|/peak ; or and I will fpeak, and let come on me what 
but the firft fenfe feems to be beft: and his dread|will; either from men, or from God himfelf; a 


fall upon you ? the dread of men, of powerful and 
victorious enemies, is. very terrible, as was the 
dread of the J/raelites which fell upon the inhabi- 
tants of Canaan, Fofb. ii. g. but how awful mutt 
be the terror of the great and dreadful God, when 
that falls upon men, or his terrible wrath and ven- 
geance are revealed from heaven, and threaten every 
moment to fall upon the tranfgreffors of his law, 
upon thofe that mock him, and injure his peo- 
le. 
‘ y. 12. Your remembrances are like unto afbes, 
&€c.] Either of things they put 70 in remembrance 
of, the mementos which they had fuggefted to 
him ; fee ch. iv. 7. or the things which they 
had brought forth out of their memories, the in- 
ftances they had given of what had been in the 
world, the arguments, objections, and reafonings, 
they had made ule of in this controverfy ; their me- 
morable fentences‘ , as fome render it, were of no 
more moment and importance than afhes, and 
eafily blown away like them; or whatfoever was 
memorable in them, or they thought would per- 
petuate their memory hereafter, as their houfes and 
jands, andtowns and cities, called by their names, 
thefe memorials fhould perifh, Pf xlix. 11. and 
ix. 6. or their wealth and riches, their honour and 
glory, their learning, wifdom, and knowledge, 


a mop faciem ‘ejas, V. L. Munfter, Pifcator ; perfonam ipfius, Beza, fo the Targum. 
ejus, Montanus, Vatablus, Bolducius ; fublimitas ejus, Beza, Mercerus. 


ome rt he te & Bar Tzemach. yn" 
tine verfion, meminiffe oportebat vos fimiles effe cineri. 
tia luotee, Beza ; fo Rolducius, 
mellius, Pifcator, 


8 


'€ TH] jt fenrentie veftre memorabiles, Schultens. 


4 So Cocceius, Beza. 


EAD voy "\3y) at tranfeat preter me aliquid, 


good man, when he knows his caufe is good, and 


he has truth on his fide, is not careful or concern- 


ed what reproach may be caftupon him, or what 
cenfures from men he may undergo; or what per- 
fecutions from them he may endure ; none of thefe 


things move him from his duty,.or can ftop his 
mouth from fpeaking the truth ; let him be threa- 
tened with what he will, he cannot but fpeak the 
things which he has feen and heard, and knows to 
be true; as for what may come ‘upon him from 
God, that he is not folicitous about; he knows 
he’ll lay nothing upon him but what is common to 
men, will fupport him under it, or deliver him 
from it in his own time and way, or however 
make all things work together for his good : fome 
render it, and let fomething pa/s by me, or from me* ; 
that is, fomewhat of his grief and forrow, whilft 
he was {peaking and pouring out his complaints be- 

fore God ; but the former fenfe feems beft. ° 
¥.14. Wherefore do I take my flefo in my teeth, 
&ce.] Or bite my lips, to keep in my words, and 
refrain from fpeaking? I will not do it: and put 
my life in my band ? or, expofe it to danger bya 
forced filence ; when I am ready toburft, and mutt 
if 1 don’t fpeak ; I will not thus endanger my life; 
it is unreafonable I fhould, VIl fpeak my mind 
freely and fully, that I may be refrefhed ; fo Se- 
phorno 
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phorno interprets it of Jod’s putting his hand to his 
‘mouth, that he might be filent ; and of putting a 
forcible reftraint upon himfelf, that he might not 
declare what was upon his mind; fee ¥. 19. but 
others, as Bar Tzemach, take the fenfe to be, what 
is the Gin I have committed, that fuch fore afflictions 
ere laid upon me; that through the pain and di- 
ftrefsI am in, I am ready to tear off my flefh with 
my teeth, and my life is in the utmoft danger ? 
and fome think he was under a temptation to tear 
his own fiefh, and deftroy himfelf; and therefore 
argues why he fhould be thus hardly dealt with, 
as to be expofed to fuch a temptation, and thrown 
in fuch defpair, which yet he laboured againft ; but 
rather the meaning is, in connexion with the pre- 
ceding verfe, let whatfoever will come upon me, 
at all events, I will take my flefo in my teeth, and I 
will put my life in my band’; 1 willexpofe myfelf to 
the greateft dangers, which is the fenfe of the laft 
phrafe in Judg. xii. 3. 18am. xix. 5. and XxXvViil. 
21. Pf. cxix. 109. come life, come death, I'll not 
fear ; I am determined to fpeak out my mind, let 
what will be the confequence; and with this bold 
and heroic fpirit agrees what follows. 

y. 15. Though be flay me, yet will 1 truft in bim, 
&c.] There is a double reading of thefe words; the 
Keri, or marginal reading; is 1? in him, which we 
follow ; the Cetib, or textual reading is n> not, 
which many folly, and render the words, /o be 
willflay me, I ait hope ; or, J have no hope, or 


tion, defertion, and death itfelf: it may be render- > 
ed?, 1 will bope in him, fince there is mercy and 
plenteous redemption with him, and he delights in 
thofe that hope in his mercy ; his eye is upon them, 
and his heart is towards them: or J wall wait for 
him, or expe? him‘, wait for deliverance by hi 
wait all the days of his appointed time, till his” 
change come ; wait for the hope of righteoufnefs 
by faith, expect all needful grace from him now, 
and eternal glory and happinefs hereafter : du¢ not- 
withftanding his truft was alone in God for time 
and eternity, yet, fays he, / wil] maintain mine own 
ways before him; that 1am not an hypocrite, or 
have behaved as a bad man; but have aéted under 
the influence of grace, according to his mind and 
will revealed. oo 
¥. 16. He alfo thall be my falvation, &c.] Fob 
though he afferted the integrity of his heart and - 
life, yet did not depend on his ways and works for 
falvation, but only on the Lord himfelf; this is to 
be underftood not of temporal falvation, though 
God is the author of that, and it is only to be had 
of him, yet 0b had no hope concerning that; but. 
of fpiritual and eternal falvation, which God the 
father has-contrived, determined, and refolved on, 
and fent his fon to effect ; which Chri being fent 
is the author of by his obedience, fufferings, and 
death ; and in him, and in his name alone is fal- 
vation; and every foul fenfible of the infufficiency 
of himfelf and others to fave him, will refolve, as 


do not expeci™; that is, any other than to be flain| Yod here, that he, and he only, thall be his faviour, 
or die ; and this agrees with various expreffions of|who is an able, willing, and complete one ; fee Hof. 
his elfewhere, that he had no hope of any long|xiv. 3. and the words are expreffive of faith of 
continuance of life, or of reftoration to health and|intereft in him. 30d knew him to be his faviour, 
outward happinefs again, but expected to diejand living redeemer, and would acknowledge no 
quickly ; fee ch. vi. 11. and vil. 21. and x. 20.Jother ; but claim his intereft in him, now and here-, 
and xix. 10. but I will maintain mine own ways be-\after, and which was his greateft fupport under all 
fore him; or to bis face" though I die on the fpot|his troubles ; fee ch. xix. 26, 27. P/. xxvii. 1. 
inftantly, I'll ftand by it, and make it appear that|for an hypocrite fhall not come before him; a hypo- 
the ways I have walked in are right, that I have}crite may come into the houfe of God, and wor- 
behaved as a fincere upright man, a man fearing|fhip him externally, and feem to be very devout 
God, and efchewing evil; acharacter which God|and religious ; and he fhall come before the tribu- 
himfelf has given of me, and I have not forfeited it :|nal of God, and ftand at his*bar, to be tried and 
i will argue or prove ° it before him, as it may be|judged; but he fhall not continue in the prefence 
rendered ; that my life and cenverfation has been|of God, nor enjoy his favour, or he fhall not be 
agreeable to my profeffion of him ; that my ways|able to make his caufe good before him; and in- 
have been according to his revealed will, and my|deed he does not care to have himfelf-examined by ~ 
walk as becoming the character I bear ; and this}him, nor fhall he be faved everlaftingly, but un- 
T’]] maintain and fupport, as long as I live ; I’'ll|dergo the moft fevere punifhment, Matz. xxiv. 5t. 
never depart from this fentiment, or let go my in-| ob here either has refpect to his friends, whom he 
tegrity to my lateft breath; fee ch. xxvii. 5, 6.jcenfures as hypocrites, and retorts the charge up- 
but the marginal reading feems beft, yef wil! I truft|on they brought on him; or he has reference to 
in him? 2 verily Iwill, though Iam under cutting|that charge, and by this mean clears himfelf of it, 
and flaying providences, under fore afflictions, | fince there was nothing he was more defirous of than 
which may be called killing and flaying, or death}|to refer his cafe to the decifion of the omnifcient 
itfelf; though there is an addition of them, one|God, and righteous judge; whichif he was an hy- 
affliction upon another, and forrow upon forrow ;|pocrite he would never have done, fince fuch can. 
though I am killed continually, all the day long,|never ftand fo ftriét and fevere an examination, _ 

or dye by inches 3 yea though in the article of| y.17. Hear diligently my fpeech, &c.) Or, in 
death itfelf, yet even then wi/) I tru and hope :| bearing bear*; meaning, not only that his friends 
God only is the object of truft and confidence, and] would attentively hear him, but continue to hear 
not acreature, or any creature-enjoyment, or crea-|him ; that they would hear him out what he had to 
ture-act ; and great encouragement there is to truft|fay farther: upon his expreffing himfelf with fo 
in him, feeing in him is everlafting ftrength, to]much faith and confidence in God, they might rife 
fulfil his promifes, to help in time of need, and to up from their feats and be preparing to be gone, 
fave with an everlafting falvation ; he is to betruft-|as not having patience to hear a man talk fo confi- 


ed in at all times, in times of affliction, tempta-|dently whe they thought was a bad man and an— 
hypocrite ; 
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hypocrite ; or they might attempt to interrupt him'Enter the. lifts with him difpute the point; and 


caufe before men, as it was ordered and managedjing of it out, he could not igh could not con- 
by him, but alfo the juftification of his perfon be-|tain himfelf, he. muft burft.and die ; nor could he 
fore God, of which he had a full affurance; having|live under fuch charges and calumnies, he mutt die 
ordered his caufe aright, fettled matters well, andjunder the weight and preffure of them ; though 
proceeded upon a good. plan and foundation ;|fome think that this not only exprefits his eager- 
which to do, is not to put juftification upon the nefs and impatience to have his caufe tried fairly 
foot of purity of nature at firft birth, and a fober|before God, but contains in itan argument to haften 
life and-converfation from youth upward, and ajit, taken fromthe near approach of his death : 
~ perfection of good works arrived unto, as ima-|for now, ina little time, 1 /bail be filent” ; bein the 
gined ; nor upon a comparative righteoufnefs with|filent grave: I foal expire, or die ; and, then it 
refpect to” other men, even profane and ungodly|will be too, late; therefore if any will plead with 
perfons ; nor upon repentance, and fincere though|me, let them do. it immediately, or I fhall be foon 
imperfect obedience; nor upon an external be-|gone, and then it will, be all over: or rather the 
lief of evangelic truths, and a fubmiffion to fenfe is, 1 challenge any one to reafon the matter, 
gofpel-ordinances: but fuch Order their caufe and difpute the point-with me and I promife that 
well, and rightly conclude their juftification, wholif the caufe goes againft me, now will I be filent ; 
fee and own themfelves to be tranfgreffors of the|I’ll not fay one word jmorein my vindication ; I 
law of God, behold and acknowledge their own} well dye ; or fubmit to any death, or any fore of pu- 
righteoufnels to be infufficient to juftify them, view] nifhment, that fhall be pronounced upon me; L'il 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift revealed in the gofpel,| patiently endure it, and hot complain of it, or ob- 
in its glory, excellency, and fuitablenefs, and lay|ject to the execution of it; fo Sepborno, 
hold upon it as their juftifying righteoufnefs; and]  ¥. 20. Onely do not two things unto me, &c.] This 
obferving that the word of God declares, that thofe|is an addrefs not to Zaphar as in the place of God, as 
that believe in Chrift are and fhall be juftified, and]fome, but to God himfelf,; by this it appears, thar 
finding in themfelves that they do with the heart}tho? in modefty he does not mention him, yet he it 
believe in Chrift for righteoufnefs, hence they moft|is, he has.the chief, if not the fole regard unto in the 
comfortably and moft fenfibly conclude that they|preceding verfe ; for his defire was to fpeak to the 
are juftified perfons; for this knowledge is of faith,| Almighty and reafon with God, and have nothing 
and this faith the faith of affurance ; it is not barely| more to do with his friends, y. 3, 4, 5. but before 
for a man to know that there is righteoufnefs in|any pleadings begin on either fide, he is defirous of 
Chrift, and juftification by it, but that there is|fettling and fixing the terms and conditions .of the 
righteoufnefs in him for himfelf, and that he is the}difpute ; he requetts that two things might be grant- 
Lord his righteoufnefs ; for the words may be ren-jed him, which are mentioned in the next verle : then 
dered, J know that I am righteous ; or, am juftified’;|\will I not hide myfelf from thee, thro’ fear or fhame, 
juftification is a paft aét in the mind of God ; it is|but boldly appear before God, and come up even 
prefent, as it terminates on the conicience of a be-}to his feat, and plead with him face to face. 
liever ; it is future, as it willbe notified at the day} y. 21. Withdraw thine band far from me, &c.] 
of judgment before angels and men ; flee If. xlv.|.His afflicting hand which preffed him ; this he de- 
25.) { fires might be removed, or otherwife he could nor 
¥. 19. erbe is he that will plead with me, &c.] have 
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have the command of himfelf, make ufe of his rea- 
foning faculties, recollect his arguments, and give 
them in their due force and ftrength ; for afflictions 
of body affect the foul and memory, underftanding 
and judgment ; this is one of the things he would 
have agreed unto before the difpute was entered on; 
the other follows: And let not thy dread make me 
afraid ; the terrors of his law, or the dreadful ap- 
prehenfions of his wrath ; he defires to be freed 
trom all flavifh fear of God, that now poffeffed 
his mind thro’ the feverity of his difpenfations to- 
wards him, behaving as if he was his enemy; or 
he deprecates his appearance in any external vifible 
way and manner, which might be affrighting to him, 
and fo hinder freedom of fpeech in his own defence ; 
thefe two things are before requefted, ch. ix. 34, 
35. which fhould they be granted, he propofes as 
follows. 
y¥.22. Then call thou, and I will anfwer, &c.] 
ither call him by name in open court, and he 
would anfwer to it; or arraign him at the bar, and 
exhibit charges againft him, and he would make 
an{wer to them and clear himfelf; his fenfe is, that if 
God would :take upon him to be plaintiff, and ac- 
cufe and charge him with what he had to object to 
him, then he would be defendant, and plead his own 
caufe, and fhew that they did not of right-belong 
unto him: or let me/peak, and anfwer thou me: or 
he would be plaintiff, and put queries concerning 
the affiiétions he wasexercifed with, or the feverity of 
them, and the reafon of fuch ufage, and God be the 
defendant, and give him ananfwer to them, that he 
might he no longer at a lofs as he was for fuch be- 
haviour towards him: this is very boldly faid in- 
deed, and feems to favour of irreverence towards 
God ; and may be one of thofe fpeeches for which 
he was blamed by Elibu, and by the Lord himfelf ; 
tho’ no doubt he defigned not to caft any contempt 
upon God, nor to behave ill towards him; but in 
the agonies of his fpirit, andunder the weight of 
his affliction, and to fhew the great fenfe he had 
of his innocence, and his affurance of it, he fpeaks 
in this manner; not doubting but let him have what 
part he would in the debate, whether that of plaint- 
uff or defendant, he fhould-carry the caufe, and 
it would go in his favour; and though he pro- 
pofes it to God to be at his option, to chufe which 
he would take, ob ftays not for an anfwer, but 
takes upon him to be plaintiff, as in the following 
words. 
y¥.23. How many are mine iniquities and fins? | 
Whether of ignorance or prefumption, thro’ miftake 
or wilfulnefs, voluntary or involuntary, fins of o- 
miffion or commiflion, fecret or open, or of heart, 
lip or life ; for by this heap of words he ufes in this 
and the next claufe, he means all forts of fins be 
they what they would ; he defires to know what they 
were, both with refpect to quality and quantity, how 
ereat! they were, what heinous and capital crimes 
he had been guilty of, that fuch fore afflictions were 
laid upon him ; and how many they were, as they 
were fuggefted to be by his friends,and who indeed 
callthem infinite, ch. xxii, 5. and as they might feem 
to be from the many afflictions endured by him, which 
were fuppofed to be for fins; tho’ as Schultens obferves, 
fuch an interrogation has the force of a diminution 
and negation, as that of the Pfalmift ; how manyare 
the days of thy fervant? Pf, cxix. 84. that is, how few 
are they ? or rather none at all; namely of light and 
joy, of pleafure ard comfort ; fo Yob reprefents by 
this, his fins to be but few “ in comparifon of what 
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his friends furmifed, or might be concluded from 
his affictions ; and indeed none -at all of a capital 
nature and fuch as were of adeep dye, attrociousand — 
enormous crimes; only fuch as were common to. 
good men, who all have their frailties,infirmities, 
imperfections, there being not ajuft man that 
gocd and fins not: Fob did not pretend tobe with- » 
out fin, but he was not fenfible of any notorious 
fin he could be charged with, nor was he confcious 
of allowing himfelf in any known fin, or of livin 
and walking therein, which is inconfiftent with the’ 
grace of God ; moreover as he knew his intereft in. 
his livingRedeemerand furety, to whom, and not to 
himfelf his fins and tranfgreffions were imputed ; 
he might afk how many iniquities and fins are to me? 
as the words may be literally rendered ; that is, 
which are to be reckoned to me, to be placed to my 
account ? none at all; fee 2 Cor. v. 19. Pf. xxxii. 
1, 2. make me to know my tranfgreffion and my fin :not 
that he was ignorant of fin, of the nature and de- 
merit of it, as unregenerate men are, who know 
not the plague of their own hearts, in-dwelling fin, 
internal lufts, nor the exceeding finfulnefs of finful. 
actions, nor the effect and confequences of fin, pol- 
lution, guilt, the wrath of God, the curfe of the 
law, and eternal death ; at leaft do not know it as 
to be affected with a fente of it, to have a godly 
forrow for it, repent of it, confefs it and forfake it; 
fuch knowledge as this, is from the Spirit of God, 
and which 7cb had ; but his meaning is, that if he 
could not be charged with many fins, as might feem 
to be the cafe, yet if there was but one that could be 
produced, and was the reafon of his being affliéted 
after this manner, he defires to know what that was, 
that he might upon conviction of it, acknowledge 
it, repent of it, relinquifh it, and guard againft it ; 
he defires to have a copy of his indictment, that he 
might know what he ftood charged with, for what 
he was arraigned, condemned, and punifhed, as: it 
was ppvate he means this he judged a reafonable 
requeft, and neceffary to be gran igh 
an{wer for himéelf. ; a 
¥. 24. Wherefore bideft thou thy face,) Novifrom 
his cry, becaufe of his fore and grievous affliétions 
as Bar Tzemach , nor from helping and faving him 
from his troubles, as Sephorno; nor from looking 
on his right ways, as Farchi; but from his perfon, 
withdrawing the manifeftation of his face and favour; 
witholding the difcoveries of his love; and denying 
him the light of his countenance, and fenfible 
communion with him, and enjoyment of him 
he had been indulged with; ‘ob formerly had 
feen the face of God, enjoyed his prefence, and 
walked in fellowfhip with him; but now he-had 
withdrawn himfelf from him, and he knew not 
where to find him; fee ch. xxiii. 2, 85-924 greater 
bleffing cannot be had, than the gracious prefence 
of God; nothing gives more pleafure when enjoyed 
and nothing more grievous to good Men when it is 
witheld ; oftentimes fin is the caufe of it, but not 
always, as in this inftance of Yod; the end of the 
Lord in all his afflictions both inward and outward, 
was to try his patience, his integrity, and faithful- 
nefs ; butas ob wasfor the prefentignorantof it, he 
defires to know the reafon of thisthe Lord’s behavi- 
our towards him ; as it is what all good men fhould— 
do in the like circumftances, nothing being more 
afficting and diftrefling to them, and even intolera- 
ble; fee P/.x. ¥1. xiii. 1. and Ixxxviii. 14. fome think 
here is an allufion to the behaviour of judges towards 
fuch as were condemned by them, they were preju- 
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‘diced againft, and would neither hear nor fee them;y;tion towards him; who ufes not to break the 


orto a rite and cuftom in former times, as Pineda 
obferves, when judges at the time of pronouncing 
fentence on a malefactor, ufed to draw a curtain be- 
‘tween them; or to the covering of the face of the 
criminal, fee ch, ix. 24. and boldeth me for thine 
enemy ? Fob had been an enemy to God, as all men 
are in a ftate of nature, yea enmity itfelf, as ‘is 
fhewn by their wicked works; but he was now 
reconciled unto God, the enmity of his heart was 
flain, and he had laid down his weapons of rebel- 
lion, and ceafed committing hoftilities againft God, 
and was become fubject to him and to his law, 
through the power of efficacious grace; a princi- 
ple of love, which is the fruit of the Spirit in rege- 
neration was implanted in him; and he was a true 
and fincere lover of God, one that feared him, and 
trufted in him; whofe faith worked by love, and fo 
appeared to be of the right kind; and therefore 
fince he was confcious to himfelf, that he loved God, 
with, all his heart, loved his word, his ways and 
worfhip, his people and all that, belonged to him, 
jt was cutting and grievous to him, to be thought 
and accounted, or dealt with as an enemy to him; 
for fo he interpreted his conduct towards him ; as. 
he afflicted him, he took it to be in anger and fury, 
and hot difpleafure, and as he hid his face from 
him, he fuppofed it was in great wrath, viewing 
him in this light as his enemy. 

y. 25. Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro ? 
&c.] A leaf that falls from a tree in autumn, and 
withers, and is rolled up, and driven about by the 
wind, which it cannot refift, to which od here com- 
pares himfelf; butit is not to be underftood of him 
with refpect to his fpiritual eftate; for being a good 
man, and one that trufted in the Lord, and made 
him his hope, he was,as every good man is, like toa 
tree planted by rivers of water, whofe leaf withers 
not, but is always green, and does not fall off, as is 
the cafe of carnal profeffors, who are compared to 
trees in autumn, which caft their leaves and rotten 
fruit; fee Pi. 3. Fer. xvii. 7. 8. Fude ver. 12. but 
in refpect to his outward eftate, his frailty, weaknefs, 
and feeblenefs, efpecially as now under the afflitt- 
ing hand of God; fee Jf Ixiv. 6. fo Fobn the Bap- 
tiff, on account of his being a frail mortal man, 
a weak feeble creature, compares himfelf to a reed 
fhaken with the wind, Matt. xi. 7. now to break 
fach an one, was to add affliction to affliction, and 
which could not well be borne ; and the like is 
fignified by the next claufe, and wilt thou purfue the 
dry fiubble? which can’t ftand before the wind, or 
the force of devouring fire; this alfo refpects not 
Fob in his fpiritual eftate, with regard to which he 
was not like to dry ftubble or chaff, to which wick- 
ed men are compared; Pf i. 4. burtto ftanding 
corn and wheat in the full ear; and not only to 
green grafs which is fourifhing, but to palm trees, 
and cedar trees of the Lord, which are full of fap, 
to which good men are like; but he defcribes 
him in his weak and afflicted ftate, tofled to and 
fro like dry ftubble; and no more able to con- 
tend and grapple with an incenfed God, than dry 
Aftubble can withftand devouring flames; this he 
fays partly to fuggeft that it was below the divine 
being to fet his ttrength againft his weaknefs; as 


David faid to Saul, after whom is the king of Irael) 


come out ? after a dead dog, after a flea, \ Sam. xxiv. 
14. which words Bar 7zemach compares with thefe, 
and partly to move the diving pity and commifera- 


bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoaking flax. 

¥. 26. For thou writeft bitter things againft me, 
&c.] Meaning not fins and rebellions,taken notice of ~ 
by him, when his good deeds were omitted, as Far- 
chi; fin is indeed an evil and a bitter thing in its own 


‘nature, being exceeding finful and abominable, and 


its effects and confequences ; being what provokes 
God to anger moft bitterly, and makes bitter work 
for repentance ; as it did in Peter, who; when made 
fenfible of it, wept bitterly ; fooner or later, fin, tho’ 
it is a fweet morfel rolled about in the mouth for 
a while, yet in the iffue proves the gall of afps 
within, bitter and diftreffing; and this God alfo 
puts down in the book of his remembrance, yea 
writes it as with a pen of iron, and with the 
point of a diamond; but that cannot be meant here, 
fince Fob was enquiring after his fins, afking what 
and how many they were, and would not allow of 
any being committed by him that were heinous 
and notorious ; wherefore afflictions are rather here 
intended, which are bitter and grievous, and not 
joyous, and efpecially fuchas ob was afflicted with; 
fee Ruthi, 22. and thefe were written by the Lord 
inthe book of his eternal purpofes and decrees, and 
were the things he performed, which were appoint- 
ed for ¥ob, as he full well knew, and as all the af- 
fictions of God’s people are; and befides they were 
written in a judiciary way, and fo againft him; they 
were, as he apprehended, the fentence of a judge, 
written down, and read, and pronounced, and ac- 
cording to it inflicted, and that with great delibera- 
tion as things are written, and in order to continue, 
as what is written does; and fo denotes that a fevere 
decree was gone forth againft him, with defign, and 
was and would be continued: and makeft me to pof- 
Jefs the iniquities of my youth, which had been com- 
mitted thro” weaknefs and ignorance ; and which, it 
might have been thought, would not have been tak« 
en notice of and animadverted on; or rather, which 
Job concluded had been forgiven and forgotten, ac- 
cording tothe tenor -of the covenant of grace, and 
would never have been brought into account any 
more; and yet thefe were not only remembered by 
the Lord, at leaft feemingly, by the afliGions that 
were endured ; but they were by him brought to 
70b’s remembrance, and the guilt of them charged 
upon him, and ftared him in the face, ahd loaded 
his confcience, and filled him with reproach and 
fhame as Ephraim. Fer. xxxi. 19.and which is de- 
precated by the Pfalmift,; P/ xxv. 7. and what ag- 
gravated this cafe and made it the more diftreffing, 
was, thatin Y0b’s apprehenfion it was to continue 
with him as an inheritance, as the word ™ fignifies, 
which abides with men in their families for ever; and 
fome refpeét may be had to the corruption of nature, 
which is hereditary, and remains with men from 
their youth upwards. ) 
¥. 27. Thou putteft my feet alfo in the frocks, &c.] 
Which is one kind of punifhment of offenders, and 
a prefervation of them from making their efcape ; 
and is a fecurity and refervation of them for farther 
punifhment fometimes ; and fo ‘fob looked “mg 
his afflictions as a punifhment for he knew not what, 
and with which he was fo furrounded and inclofed, 
thatthere was no getting out of them, any more 
than a man can whofe feet are fet faft in the ftocks 5 
and that he was here kept for greater afflictions ftill, 
which he dreaded. Aden Ezra interprets it, thou put- 
teft my feet in lime; and this is followed by others”, 
fuggeft- 
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fuggefting as a man’s fteps in lime, are marked 
and eafily difcerned, fo were his bythe Lord ; but 
this feems to be foreign from the mind of Fob, who 
would not make fuch a conceffion as this, as if his 
fteps taken amifs were fo vifible: and looketh nar- 
rowly into all my paths; fo that there was no pofli- 
bility of efcaping out of his troubles and afflictions ; 
fo ftriét a watch was kept over him; fee chap. vii. 
t2. according to Ben Gerfom, this refers to the 
ftocks, it keeps all my ways; kept him within from 
going abroad about the bufinefs of life, and fo may 
refer to the difeafe of his body, his boils and ulcers, 
which kept him at home, and fuffered him not to ftir 
out of doors; but the former fenfe is beft : shou fette/t 
a print upon the heels of my feet; either it, the ftocks, 
made a mark upon his heels, with which they were 
prefled hard, as Gerfom or rather God fet one upon 
them, afflicting him very forely and putting him to an 
excruciating pain, fuch as is felt by criminals, when 
heavy blows are laid upon the foles of their feet, to 
which the allufion may be; or elfe the fenfe is, that 
he followed him clofely by the heels, that whenever 
he took a ftep, it was immediately marked and ob- 
ferved by the Lord, as if he trod in his fteps, and 
fet his own foot in the mark that was. left. 


. CHA 


ae having turned himfelf from his friends to 
God, continues his addrefs to him in. this chap- 
ter; wherein he difcourfes of the frailty of. man, 
the fhortnefs of his life, the troubles that are in it, 
the finfulnefs of it, and its limited duration, be- 
yond which it cannot continue; all which he makes 
ufe of with God, that he would not’ therefore deal 
rigoroufly with him, but have pity on him, and 
ceafe from feverely afflicting him, till he came to 
the end of his days, which could not be long, 
¥. 1— 6. he obferves of a tree, when it, is cut 
down to the root, yea, when the root is become 
old, and the ftock dies, it will, by means of be- 
ing watered, bud and, fprout again, and produce 
boughs and branches; but man, like the failing wa- 
ters of the fea, and the decayed and dried-up flood, 
when he dies, rifes not, till the heavens be no more, 
y¥. 7—12. and then he withes to be hidin the grave 
till that'time, and expreffes hope and belief of the 
refurrection of the dead, ¥. 13—15. and goes on 
to complain of the ftri€t notice God took of his 
fins, of his fevere dealings with men, deftroying 
their hope in life, and removing them by death ; 
fo that they fee and know not the cafe and circum- 
ftances of their children they leave behind, and 
whilft they live have continual pain and forrow, 
¥. 16—22. 


y.1. Man that is born of a woman, &c.| Man, 
Adam; not the firlt man fo called, for he was made 
and created out of the duft of the earth, and not 
born of a woman; the woman was made out of 
him, and not he of her; earthly man, as Mr. Brough- 
ton tranflates it, as every defcendant of Adam is; as 
is the earthy, fuch are they that are earthy, every 
one of which is born of a woman; yet not as op- 
pofed unto and diftinguifhed from the heavenly 
one, or the Lord from heaven, for he alfo as man 
was made and born of a woman: this, though 
a proper defcription of all mankind, there being 
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¥.28. And he as a rotten ihing confumeth &c.] This . « 


by fome Fewi/h writers” is. referred to, and conneéted 
with the driven leaf, and dry ftubble, ob com- 
pares himfelfto y. 25. and fo the fenfe is, that’ 
body, which for its frailty and weaknefs, is comp 
red to fuch things, is like any rotten thing, a rotte 
tree, as Ben Melech; or any thing elfe that is rot- 
ten, that is confuming and wafting away, as fod’s 
body was, being clothed with worms, and clods of 
duft: as a garment that is moth-eatens a woollen gar- 
ment, which gathers duft, out of which moths arife; 
for duft, in wool and woollen garments produces 


moths, as 4riffotle * and Pliny * obferve; and a gar- — 


ment eaten by them, flowly, gradually, and infen- 
fibly, yet certainly, decays, falls to pieces, becomes 
ufelefs,and not to be recovered; fuch was 7ob’s body, 
labouring under the difeafes it did, and was every 
day more and more decaying, crumbling into duft, 
and juft ready to drop into the grave; fo that there 
was no need, and it might feem cruel, to lay greater 
and heavier afflictions on it: fome interpreters 
make this he to be God himfelf, who fometimes is 
as rottenefs and a moth to men, in their perfons 
families, and eftates; fee Hof. v. 12. ; 


‘ 


be vlOCL Vs 


1 


none but what are born of a woman, fee Aa##. xi. 
tr. yet Fob chiefly defigns himfelf; for having 
fpoken of his wafting circumftances in which he 
was, in the laft verfe of the preceding chapter, 
gocs on in this to treat of his frailty and mortality, 
and to improve it into an argument with God for 
pity and mercy, as appears from ¥. 3. where he 
{peaks of himfelf in the firft perfon, as here in the 
third, and all along: he may have refpeé in this 
claufe to Eve, the mother of all living, from whom 
all defcend, and of whom, in a fenfe, they may 


be faid to be born ; or elfe to his immediate parent, 


he and every man being born of a woman $ no 
man, but the firft, ever came into the world in 
any other way; there is one that came into the 
world without an earthly father, and that is ourLord 
Jefus Chrift, but none without a mother ; nor he 
who indeed was born of a virgin, and fo in an ex. 
traordinary and miraculous manner; and this is 
obferved, not fo much on account of natural de- 
fcent, or to denote that, as being reckoned from 
the mother, fhe having fo great a concern in the 
production of man, conceiving, bearing, and bring- 


ing him forth; nor to remark the finfulnefs of na- 


ture, though one born of a finful woman, muft 
needs be fo too, fince this is exprefled clearly in 
a following verfe; but the weaknefs and frailty of 
man; as is the creature that generates, fuch is that 
that is generated ; creatures born of ftrong ones, 
are ftrong, and of weak ones, weak, a creature 
born of a lion, is a ftrong one; and man, born 
of a woman, muft be weak and feeble, did ‘no 
wonder he is fhort-lived, as follows: is of 

days ; or foort of days‘; comes fhort of the days he 
might have lived if man had never finned; and 


comes fhort of the days the firft man did live, and 


which thofe before the flood generally lived. y 
moft of them lived upwards off ie ts on 
whereas now, and ever fince the times of 1% : 
and about which od lived, the days of the 
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Ch. ivy 3: 2,8. 


of man are but threefcore and> ten; and fuch are 
fhorter of days ftill, who live not more than half 
this time, who are cut off in the bloom and prime 
of life, the days of whofe youth are fhortened, who 
die in their youth, or in their childhood and in- 
_ fancy; and fuch efpecially are fhort of days who 
are carried from the womb to the grave, or die 
as foon as born; and thofe that live the longeft, 
their days are but few, when compared with the 
days of eternity, or with thofe, men fhall live in 
another world, either good men in heaven, or 
wicked men in hell, which will be forever; and 
efpecially with refpect to God, with whom one 
day is as a thoufand years, and a_ thoufand 
years as one day, and therefore the days and 
age of man are as nothing before him. od has 
here alfo a refpect to himfelf, whofe days in his 
own apprehenfion were very few, and juft at an 
end, and therefore craves pity and compaffion, fee 
ch. x. 20. and what aggravates the fhortnefs of 
mans days is, as it follows: and full of trouble , 
man is born to it, being born in fins fin and 
trouble go together, where there is fin, there is 
trouble; fin entered into the world, and death by 
it, with the numerous train of afflictions and mi- 
feries which iffue in it: all men have their troubles, 
fome of one fort,,and fome of another; wicked 


men are not indeed in trouble as other men, as good, 


men are ; they have not the fame fort of trouble, 
yet are not exempt from all; they are full of com- 


motion *, difquietude and uneafinefs, as thé word 


fignifies ; they are reftlefs, and ever in motion; 
they are like the troubled fea that cannot reft, but 
is continually cafting up mire and dirt; fome are 
of fuch tempers and difpofitions, that they can’t 
fleep unlefs they do mifchief; and though they are 
many of them profperous in their wordly circum- 
ftances, there-are others that are reduced to poverty 
and diftrefs, are attended with difeafes and difor- 
ders, pains and fores, and blafpheme that God that 
that has power over them; and thefeare of all men the 
moft miferable, having no intereft in God, in his 
loving-kindnefs, nor any enjoyment of his ‘prefence, 
and fo nothing to fupport them in, and carry them 
through their troubles ; and though they are gene- 
rally without any fenfe of fin or danger, have no 


remorfe of confcience, and their hearts are harden- | 


ed; yet at times they are full of trembling“, as fome 
render the words ; are feized with a panic through 
the judgments of God that are upon them, or are 
coming upon them, of when death is made the 
king of terrors to them: and good men they have 
their troubles ; befides thofe in common with others, 
they have inward troubles arifing from the vanity 
of their minds and thoughts, the impurity of their 
hearts, and the power of indwelling fin in them, 
and efpecially from the breaking forth of it in words 
and deeds ; from the weaknefs of their graces, from 
the hidings of God’s face, and the temptations of 
Satan : in fhort, ¥0d’s meaning is, that men in the 
ordinary courfe of things meet with fo much trou- 
ble, that there is no need of any extraordinary af- 
flictions to be laid on them, fuch as his were. 


y.2. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut’ 


down, 8c.) As the flower comes from the earth, 
fo does man; as it comes out of the ftalk, fo man 
out of his mother’s womb ; as the flower flourifhes 
yor a while, and looks gay and beautiful, fo man 
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doubtlefS has refpe&t to his own cafe before his 
troubles came upon him, when he was poffefled of 
all that fubftance, which made him the greateft 
man of the eaft; when his children were like olive- 
plants around his table, and his fervants at his 
command, and he in perfeé&t health of body: and 
as a flower flourifhes for a little while, and then 
withers; no fooner is it comé to its full blow, but 
prefently decays ; fuch is the goodlinefs of man, it 
fades away whenever God blows a blaft upon it; 
yea he is eafily and quickly cut down by death, 
like a beautiful flower cut with the knife, or crop- 
ped by the hand, or trampled upon by the foot, 
fee Pf. ciii. 15. and xc. 5, 6. I. xl. 6, 7. be fleeth 
alfo as a foadow, and céntinueth not; either as the 
fhadow of the evening, which is loft when night 
comes On ; or the fhadow on a dial-plate, which is 
continually moving on ; or, as the Fewifh Rabbins 
fay, as the fhadow of a bird flying, which’ ftays 
not, whereas the fhadow of a wall, or of a tree, 
continues: a fhadow is an empty thing, without 
fubftance, dark and obfeure, variable and uncer- 
tain, declining, fleeting and paffing away; and fo 
fitly refembles the life of a man, which is but a 
vapour, a bubble, yea as nothing with God; is 
full of darknefs, of ignorance, and of adverfity, 
very fickle, changeable, and inconftant, and) at 
moft but of a fhort continuance. 

¥.3. And doft thou open thine eyes on fach an one, 
&c.] So frail and feeble, fo fhort-lived ‘and for- 
rowful, fo foon and eafily cut down and deftroyed: 
and by opening of his eyes, is not meant his pro- 
vidential care of men ; whofe eyes indeed aré every 
where, run to and fro throughout the earth, and 
are careful of, and provident for all forts of men, 
which is very wonderful, P/- viii. 4. nor the dif 
plays of -his fpecial grace ‘and favour towards his 
own peculiar people, on whom his eyes ‘of love, 
grace and mercy are opefied, and are never with- 
drawn from them, which is marvellous loving- 
kindnefs ; but the exercifé of rigorous juftice in 
punifhing, afflicting and chaftizing with fo much 
feverity, as Fob thought to be his own cafe; the 
eyes of God, as he thought, were fet on him for 
evil, and not for good 3 he looked wiftly on him, 
and in a very frowning manner; he fharpened his 
eye upon him, as the phrafe is, ch. xvi. g. and as 
fome render the word‘ here, looked narrowly into all 
his ways, and watched every motion and every ftep 
he took, and purfued him with great eagernefs, and 


jufed him with great ftrictnefs in a way'of juttice, 


which he a poor, weak creature was not able to bear 5 
which fenfe is confirmed by what follows: and 
bringeth me into judgment with thee ? by this it ap» 
pears Fob has a view to himfelf all along, and to 
the procedure of God againft him, which he took 
to be in ftrict juftice, and that was what he was 
not able to bear; he was not a match for God, 
being fuch a frail, weak, finful, mortal creature ; 
nor was God a man as he was, that they fhould 
come together in judgment, or be fit perfons to 
contend togethér upon the foot of ftrict juttice 5 
finful man can never be juft with God upon this 
bottom, or be able to anfwer to one objection or 
charge of a thoufand brought againft him; and 
therefore as every fenfible man will deprecate God’s 
entering into. judgment with him, fo “fod here ex- 
oftulates with God, why he fhould bring him into 


hilft in youth, in health and profperity. fod} judgment with him ; when as he fledto his grace 
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and. mercy, he fhould rather fhew that to him, 
than in a rigorous manner deal with him. 


y¥. 4. Who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean? &c.| Either produce a clean perfon from 
an unclean one ? it is not to be expected that one 
perfectly free from fin, fhould be generated by, 
or brought out of one that is defiled with it; which 
is the cafe of all men : the firlt man, though made 
upright, finned, and by finning defiled himfelf, 
and all human nature in him; and fo thofe that 
immediately defcended from him were polluted like- 
wife, and fo on in all generations, every man be- 
ing conceived and fhaped in iniquity ; fo that it is 
not poffible that man that is born of a woman, fin- 
ful and unclean, fhould be clean himfelf, or be free 
from fin; by which it is manifeft, that the finful- 
nefs of human nature is unavoidable; it is natural 
and neceffary, and cannot be otherwife, fuch being 
the cafe and circumftances of immediate parents, 
from whom men defcend ; and that this is the cafe 


of all men that come into the world by ordinary 


and natural generation ; there is none righteous or 


pure from fin: no not one; and things being fo, 
*Zob thought it hard that he fhould be fingled out, 


and fo feverely chaftized, when the ‘fintulnefs of 


nature was from and by his birth, and was natu- 
ral and unavoidable, and when there was not a 
fingle perfon on earth free from it. “There never was 
but one inftance of one clean being brought out 
of an unclean perfon, and that was our Lord Jefus 
Chrift of the virgin Mary; which was not in the 
ordinary way of generation, but by a fupernatural 
and extraordinary production of his human nature, 
through the power of the Holy Ghoft, whereby it 
efcaped the original contagion and pollution of 
mankind : or elfe in confequence of this the fenfe 
is, who can bring forth or produce a good work 
from an impure perfon? or how can it be ex- 
peéted that a man that is defiled with fin fhould 
do a good work perfeétly pure? for there is not 
even a juft and good man that doth good and fin- 
neth not; and much lefs is it to be looked for, that 
men in a mere ftate of nature, that are as they 
come into the world, finful and impure, fhould 
ever be able to perform good works ; it may as well 
be thought that grapes are to be gathered of thorns, 
or figs of thiftles; men muft be born again, cre- 
ated in Chrift Jefus, have faith in him, and the 
Spirit of God in them, ere they can do that which 
is truly good from right principles, and with right 
views ; and man at moft and beft muft be an im- 
perfect creature, and deficient in his duty, and can- 
not bear to be ftrictly examined, and rigoroufly 
profecuted : or the meaning is, who can make * an 
unclean man a clean one, mo not one; a man can’t 
make himfelf clean by any thing he can do, by 
his repentance and humiliation, by his good works, 
duties and fervices; none can do this but God ; 
and to this fenfe fome render the words, who can— 
is there one? there is, that is, God, he can. do 
it, and he only : tho” men are exhorted to cleanfe 
themfelves, this does not fuppofe a power in.them 
to do it; this is only defigned to convince them of 
the neceflity of being cleanfed, and to awaken a 
concern for it; and fuch as are made fenfible thereot 
will apply to God to purge them, and make them 
clean, and create a clean heart within them ; and 
this God has promifed to do, and does do; he 
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fprinkles the clean water of his grace, and purifies 
the heart by faith in the blood of Jefus, which 
cleanfes from all fin, and is the fountain opened to 
wafh in, for fin and uncleannefs: the Targum is, 
‘¢ who can give a clean thing out of a man that is. 
defiled with fins, except God who is one, and can 
forgive him?” none can pardon fin but God, or 
juftify a finner befides him; and he can do both 
in a way of juftice, upon the foot of the blood. 
and righteouinefs of Chrift. mike 

¥. 5. Seeing bis days are determined, &c.) Or 
cut out*, exactly and precifely, how many he fhall 
live, and what fhall befal him every day of his 
life ; whofe’ life, becaufe of the fhortnefs of it, is 
rather meafured by days than years : the number of 
bis months are with thee, before him, in his fight, 
in his account, and fixed and fettled by him: thou 
haft appointed his bounds that he cannot pafs, the 
boundaries of his life, the period of his days, be- 
yond which he cannot go; the term of man’s life 
is fo peremptorily fixed by God, that he cannot 
die fooner, nor live longer than he has determined 
he fhould; as the time of a man’s birth, fo the 
time of his death, is according to the purpofe of 
God ; and all intervening moments: and articles of 
time, and all things that befal a man throughout 
the whole courfe of his life, all fall underthe ap- 
pointment of God, and are according to his deter- 
minate will; and when God ‘requires of man his 
foul, no one has power over his fpirit to retain it 
one moment ; yet this hinders not the ufe of means 
for the prefervation and comfort of life, fince thefe 
are fettled as well as the end, and are under the 
divine direction: the word for bounds fignifies 


fometimes fiatutes* ; tho” not to be underftood of 


laws appointed by God, either of a moral or cere- 
monial, nature ; but here it fignifies fet, ftated, 
appointed times’. Seneca ™ fays the fame thing ; 
‘‘ there is a boundary fixed for every man, which 
always remains where it is fet, nor can any move 


it forward by any means whatfoever.?? 


¥. 6. Turn from him that be may ref, &e.] From 
this fhort-lived afflicted man, whofe days are litrit- 
ed, and will foon be at an end, meaning himéfelf ; 
not that he defires he would withdraw his gracious 
prefence, nothing is more agreeable than this to a 
good man, and there is: nothing he more depre- 
cates than the withdrawment of it; befides, this 
was 7ob’s cafe, and one part of his complaint, ch. 
xill. 24. nor to with-hold his fupporting prefence, 
or his providential care of him, without which he 
could not fubfift, but muft die and drop into the 
duft; though fome think this is the fenfe, and 
render the words, turn from him, that be may ceafe™; 
to be, or to live, and fo a with for death, that he 
might have reft in the grave from all his labours, 
pains and forrows :. but rather the meaning is, that 
he would turn away from affli€ting him in this ex- 
traordinary manner ; fince according to the ordi- 
nary courfe of things he would meet with many 
troubles and affli€tions, and had but a little time to 


live,.and therefore intreats he would take off his . 
and grant him a 


hand which prefied: him forely, 
little refpite : or Jeok off from bim®, not turn away 
his eye of love, grace, and mercy, that is not rea- 
fonable to fuppofe ; that was what he wanted, th 
God would look upon him, and have compa 
on him under his affliction, and abate it ; but that 
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he would turn away his angry, frowning counte- 
nance from him, which he could not bear ; he had 
opened his eyes upon him, y¥. 3. and looked very 
fternly, and with great feverity in his countenance, 
on him, and it was very diftreffing, and even into- 
lerable to him.; and therefore begs that he would 
take off his eye from him, that he might have re/ 
from his adverfity, that he might have fome eafe 
of body and mind, fome intervals of peace and plea- 
fure: or that be might ceafe® from murmuring, as 
Aben Ezra; or rather from affliction and trouble; not 
that he expected to be wholly free from it in this life, 
for man is born to it, as he full well knew; and 
the people of God have always their fhare of it, 
and which abides and waits for them while in. this 
world ; but he defires he might be rid of that very 
fore and heavy affliction now upon him ; or that it 
might ceafe*, the affliction he laboured under, which 
would be the cafe if God would turn himfelf,. re- 
move his hand, or look another way, and not fo 
fharply upon him : ¢7// be fhall accomplifh as an bire- 
ling his day, an hireling, as if he fhould fay, that 
is hired for any certain time, for a year, or more, or 
leis, he has fome relaxation from his labours, time 
for eating and fleeping to refrefh nature ; or he has 
fome time allowed him as a refpite from them, 
commonly called holy-days ; or if he is hired only 
for a day, he has time for his meals; and if his 
mafter’s eye is off of him, he flackens-his hand, and 
gets fome intermiffion from his labour ; wherefore 
at leaft Fob begs, that God would let him have the 
advantage of an hireling. . Moreover, to accom- 
plife kis day, is either to do the work of it, or to 
get to the end of it; every man has work to do 
whilft in this world, in things natural, civil and 
religious, and is the work of his day or genera- 
tion, and what muft be done while it is day ; and 
a good man is defirous of finifhing it; to which 
the recompence of reward, though it is not of 
debt, but of grace, is a great encouragement, -as 
it isto the hireling: or tJ as an bireling be fhall 
will, or defire with delight and pleafure’ bis day.; 
that is, his day to be at anend, which he withes and 
longs for ; and when it comes is very acceptable 
to him, becaufe he then enjoys his reft, and re- 
ceives his hire: fo as there is a fixed time for the 
hireling, there is for man on earth; and as that 
time is fhort and laborious, fo is the life of man ; 
and at the clote of it, the good and faithful fer- 
vant of the Lord, like the hireling, in fome fenfe 
refts from his labours, and receives the reward of 
the inheritance, having ferved the Lord Chritt ; 
which makes this day a grateful and acceptable one 
to him, what he defires, and with pleafure waits 
for, being better than the-day of his birth; and 
efpecially when his life is worn out with trouble, 
and he is weary of it through old age, and the in- 
firmities thereof, thofe days being come. in which 
he has no pleafure. od therefore intreats that 
God would give him fome intermiffion from his 
extraordinary troubles, till his appointed time came, 
which then would, be as welcome to him as the clofe 
of the day is to an hireling, fee ch. vii. 1,2. | 
¥.7. For there is hope of a tree if it be cut down, 
that it «will /prout again, &c.|] Thatis, if it be cut 
down to the root, and only the ftump of the root 
is left in the ground, as the tree in Nebuchadnez- 
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zar’s dream, yet the owner of it may: entertain a 
hope that it is not utterly deftroyed, but will bud 4 
out again ; or change * its ftate and condition, and 
become flourifhing again ; or renew * itfelf, and its - 
ftrength, and put out new fhoots and branches ; 
either it will rife up into a new body, as the lau-- 
rel, as Pliny relates, or produce new fprouts as 
the willow, alder-tree, and others; for this is not 
true of every tree, though it may be of many; 
for it is “reported of the cyprefs-tree, when cut 
down, it never fprouts out any more, unlefs in one 
place, in Azaria; but fince this is the cafe of fomes 
it is fufficient to Yob’s purpofe: and that the ten- 
der branch thereof will not ceafe; from fhooting 
out ; or dts fuckers will not ceafe”, which may be 
obferved frequently to grow. out of the roots of 
trees, even of thofe, that are cut down, fuch as 
above-mentioned, 

¥. 8. Though the root thereof wax old in the 
earth, &c.] Lies long there, and is become dry, 
and feems to be confumed, on which account there 
may be the lefs hope of its fourifhing : and the ftock 
thereof die in the ground ; which may make it ftill 
more improbable ; for this is not to be underftood 
with fome interpreters * of the ftock or trunk of the 
tree cut down, and lying along on the earth, and 
in the duft of it; though it may be obferved; that 
even fuch a ftock or trunk, feparated from. the 
recor, and as it lies along, will fprout again, as par- 
ticularly in elms: but itmay rather mean, fince it is 
faid to be im the ground, that part of the ftock or 
ftump left in the ground, from whence: the. roots 
part and {pread in the earth-; and even though this 
dies, or at leaft fo feems, yet there being ftill life 
and vigour in the roots, they fend forth fuckers. 

¥. 9. Yet through the fcent of water it will bud, 
&c.] As foon as. it. fmells it, or perceives it, is 
fenfible of it, or partakes of its efficacy; denoting 
both how fpeedily, and how eafily, at once as it 
were, it buds forth. thro’ the virtue either of rain- 
water that defcends upon it, or river-water by which 
it is planted, or by any means conveyed unto it; 
particularly this is true of the willow, which de- 
lights in watry places; and when it is in the circum- 
{tances before defcribed,will by the benefit of water 
bud out again, even when its ftock has been feem- 
ingly dead: and bring forth boughs like a plants as 
if it was a new plant, or juft planted; fo the /ul- 
gate Latin verfion, as when it was firft planted 5. or 
as a plant that fends forth many branches: the 
defign of this fimile is to fhew, that man’s cafe is 
worfe than that of trees, which when cut down 
{prout out again, and are in the place where they 
were before; but man, when he is cut down by 
death, rifes up no more in the fame place; he is feen 
no more in it, and the place that knew him, knows 
him no more; where he falls he lies until the gene- 
ral refurrection ; he rifes not. before without a mi- 
racle, and fuch inftances are very rare, and_never 
either before or at the refurrection, but by the om- 
nipotence of God ; whereas a tree, in the above 
circumftances, fprouts out of. itfelf, according. to 
its nature, and in virtue of a natural power which 
God has put into it; not fo man’, 

¥. 10. But man dieth, and wafteth away, &c.| 
All men, every man, Geder the mighty man, the 
{trong man ; fome die in their full ftrength ; the 


wile 


4 Et ceflet afli@tio, Drufius; fo the Targum. ur ts 
Pifcator, De Dieu, Michaelis. 
* Renovat fe, Schmide. * Nat. Hift. apud 
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wife man, notwithftanding 


knowledge, and even fill in 
the rich man with all his riches, 


all his wifdom and 
the art of medicine ; 


cannot bribe death, nor keep it off ; the great and ed, or comes not out 


the honourable, emperors, kings, princes, : nobles, 
all die, and their honour is Jaid in the duft; yea, 
good men die,though{Chrift has died for them ; even 
thofe that are the moft ufeful and beneficial to men, 
the prophets of the Lord, and the minifters of his 
word 5 and it is no wonder that wicked men fhould 
die, though they put the evil day far from them, 
make an agreement with death, or bid it defiance, 
their wickednefs fhall not deliver from it; all men 
have finned, and death pafiés on them, it is ap- 


7 O B. 


I we 


a bed, and takes his reft from all his labours, ‘toil - 
and troubles, and lies afleep, and continues fo till — 


with which he|the refurrection-morn : and rifeth not, from off his: 


of his grave into this world, 
to the place where he was, and to be engaged in the’ 
affairs of life he was before, and never by his own 
power ; and whenever he will rife, it will be by-the 
power of God, and this not till the laft day, when 
Chrift fhall appear in perfon to judge the world ;) 
and then the dead in Chrift will rife firft, -ac’ the 
beginning of the thoufand years, and’ the wicked 
at thé end of them: ¢é// the heavens be mo more, 
they fhall not awake, nor be raifed out of their fleep ; 
for fo the words aré to be read, not in connexion’ 


pointed for them to die, not their fouls, which are} with thofe thac go before, but with the laft claufes 5 


which return to duft, 
death is a difunion 


immortal, but their bodies, 
and are only the mortal part ; 
or feparation of foul and body : 
is made, the body waffeth away in the grave, and 
becomes rottennefs, duft, and worms, and does not 
by the ftrength of nature {pring up again, as a tree 


though the fenfe is much the fame either way, 
which is, that thofe who are fallen afleep by death, 


and now when this{and lie fleeping in their graves, and on their beds, 


thefe fhall neither awake of themfelves, nor be 
awaked by others, s2// the beavens be no more, that 
is, never, fo as to awake and arife of themfelves, 


does ; though fome underftand, by an inverfion of{and to this natural life, and to be concerned in 


the phrafes, a wafting before death through difeafes, 


the bufinefs of it; which fometimes feems to be 


as if the words were to be read, but man wajfteth the fenfe of this phrafe, fee Pf Ixxxix.-29. Matt. 


away and dieth® 
{trength is weakened in the way, and when he dies 
there is none left in him ; he is cut off *, as fome 
chufe to render it, or cut down as a tree is; but 
then there is no force or natural ftrength in hin 
to rife again, as in a tree: yea, man giveth up the 


ghoft, and where is be? not in the fame place he 


was; not in his houfe and habitation where he 
lived ; nor in his family, and among his friends, 
with whom he converfed, nor inthe world, and on 
the earth where he did bufinefs ; -he is indeed fome- 
where, but where is he? his body is in the grave, 
his foul where is that ? if a good man, it is in the 
prefence of God, where is fulnefs of joy ; it is 
with Chrift, which is far better than to be here; 


it is with the fpirits of juft men made perfect; it 


js in Abrabam’s bofom, feafting with him and other 
faints; it is in heaven, in paradife, 
endlefs joy and happinefs: if a wicked man, his 
foul is in hell, in the Jake which burns with fire 
and brimftone, with the devil and his angels, and 
_ other damned fpirits; in a prifon, from whence 
there is no releafe, and in the uttermoft mifery 
and diftrefs, banifhed from the divine prefence, 


; he is enervated by ficknefs, hisjv. 18. of as 


in a ftate of| and everlafting contempt. 


fome render it, <#if the heavens are 
qwore out, or waxen old*, as they will likea gar- 
mient, and be folded up, and laid afide, as to 
their prefent ufe, Pf cii. 26. or till they fhall va- 
nif’ away and be no moré, as to their prefent 
form, quality and ulé, though they may exiftas to 
fubftance ; and when this will be the café, as it will 
be when the judge fhall appear, when Chrift thall 
come a fecond time to judge the world ; ‘then the 
earth and heaven’ will flee away from his face, 
the earth and its works fhall be burnt up, and the 
heavens fhall pafs away with great noife; and then, 
and not till then, will the dead, or thofe that are 
afléep in their graves, be awaked by the voice of 
the archangel, and the trump of God, and they 
fhall be raifed from their fleepy beds, awake and 
atife, fomhe to everlafting life, and fome to fhame 


¥. 13. And that thou wouldft hide me in the grave, 
&¢c.] The houle appointed for all living, which 
fome underftand by the chambers in If, xxvi. 20. 
The ccemetaries or dormitories of the faints, where 
they lie and fleep until the indignation of God 
againft a wicked world is over and paft 5 ‘orin Hades, _ 


and under a continual fenfe of the wrath of} the {tate of the dead, where they aré infenfible of 


2 So the Tigurine verfion, Vatablus ; and fome in Drufius ; and fome Hebrews in Ramban and Bar Tzemach he 
exciditur, Beza, Pifcator, Mercerts ; fo Kimchi & Ben Gerfom. I met 
© P97) “Ty donec atteratur ccelum, V. L. fo fome in Bar Tzemach, ph 


Schmidt ; -at vir, Cocceius. 
roved of by him as ungrammatical. 


what is done in this world, what calamities and 


> UMN) & vir, Pagninas, 
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Ch. xiv. ¥.14, 15. 


that will be preferved as hidden treafure: until thy 
sorath be paft, either with refpect to others, an 
ungodly world, to punifh whom God fometimes 
comes out of his place in great wrath and indig- 
nation; and to prevent his dear children and peo- 
ple from being involved in common and publick 
calamities, he takes them away before-hand, and 
hides them in his chambers, J/. xxvi. 19, 20. and 
Ivii. 1. or with refpect to himfelf, as to his own 
apprehenfion of things, who imagined that the 
wrath of God was upon him, being feverely af- 
flicted by him, all the effects of which he fuppofed 
would not be removed until he was brought to the 
duft, from whence he came, and until his body 
was changed at the refurrection ; ull that time there 
are fome appearances of the difpleafure of God 
againit fin: and then follows another petition, that 
thou would? appoint me a fet time, and remember 
me either for his going down to the grave, and 
being hid there, for which there is an appointed 
time ; for as that is the place appointed for man, 
it is appointed for man to go unto it, and the time 
when, as appears from ¥.5. or his coming out of 
the grave, for his refurrection from thence, which 
alfo is fixed, even thelaft day, the day God has ap- 
pointed to judge the world in righteoufnefs by Chrift, 
at which time the dead will be raifed; tho’ of that 
day and hour no man knows: unlefs he fhould 
mean a time for deliverance from his afflictions, 
which alfo is fet; for God, as he fettles the bounds 
of an affliction, how far it fhould go, and no far- 
tner, fo likewife the time when it fhould end; and 
either of thefe od might call a remembering of 
him, who thought himfelf, in his prefent cafe, as 
a dead man, out of mind, as thofe that lie in the 
grave, remembered no more. 

y¥. 14. If a man die, &c.] This is faid not as 
if it was a matter of doubt, -he had before afferted 
it; as fure as men have finned, fo {ure fhall they 
die ; nothing is more certain than death, it is ap- 
pointed by God, and is fure ; but taking it for 
granted, the experience of all men, and the in- 
{tances of perfons of every age, rank and condi- 
tion teftifying to it; the Targum reftrains it to 
wicked men, ‘‘ if a wicked man die :” /hall be live 
again? no, he fhall not live in this earth, and in 
the place where he was, doing the fame bufinefs 
he once did ; that is, he fhall not live here; ordi- 
narily fpéaking, the inftances are very rare and 
few ; two or three inftances there have been under 
the Old Teftament, and a few under the New; 
but this is far from being a general and ufual cafe, 
and never through the ftrength of nature, or of a 
man’s felf, but by the mighty power of God: or 
it may be anfwered to affirmatively, he fhall live 
again at the general refurrection, at the laft day, 
when all fhall come out of their graves, and there 
will be a general refurrection of the jutt, and of 
the unjuft; fome will live miferably, in inexprefii- 
ble and eternal torments, and wifh to die, but can- 
not, their life will be a kind of death, even the 
fecond death ; others will live comfortably and 
happily an endlefs life of joy and pleafure with God, 
Father, Son and Spirit, angels and glorified faints : 
hence, in the faith of this is the following refolu- 
tion, all the days of my appointed time will I wait, 
till my change come ; there is an appointed time for 
man on earth when he fhall be born, how long he 
fhall live, and when he fhall die, fee ch. vii. 1. 
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and xiv. 5. or of my warfare’, for the life of man, — 
e{pecially of a good man, is a ftate of warfare with 
many enemies, fin, Satan, and the world; at the 
end of which there will be a change; for not a 
change of outward circumftances in this life is 
meant; for though there was fuch a change befel 
Job, yet he was, efpecially at this time, in no ex- 
pectation of it; and though his friends fuggefted 
it to him, upon his repentance and reformation, he 
had no hope of it, but often expreffes the con- 
trary: but either a change at death is meant; the 
Targum calls it a change of life, a change of this 
life for another ; death makes a great change in 
the body of a man, in his place here, in his rela- 
tions and connexions with men, in his company, 
condition and circumftances : or elfe the change at 
the refurrection, when this vile body will be changed, 
and made like unto Chrift’s; when it will become 
an incorruptible, glorious, powerful and fpiricual 
body, which is now corruptible, difhonourable, 
weak and natural; and till one or other of thefe 
fhould come, 7od is determined to wast, to live in 
the conftant expectation of death, and to be ina 
readinefs and preparation for it ; in the mean while 
to bear afflictions patiently, and not fhew fuch 
marks of impatience as he had done, nor defire to 
die before God’s time, but whenever that fhould 
come, quietly and chearfully refign himfelf into 
the hands of God; or this may refpeét the frame 
and bufinefs of the foul in a feparate ftate after 
death, and before the refurrection, believing, ho- 
ping and waiting for the refurreétion of. the body, 
and its union to it, fee Pf xvi. ro. 

¥. 15. Thou foalt call, and I will anfwer thee, 
&c.] Hither at death, when the foul of man is 
required of him, and he is fummoned out of time 
into eternity, and has fometimes previous notice of 
it; though not by a prophet, or exprefs meflenger 
from the Lord, as Hezekiah had, yet by fome dif- 
eafe and diftemper or another, which has a voice, 
a call in it toexpect a remove fhortly ; and a good 
man that is prepared for it, he anfwers to this call 
readily and chearfully ; death is no king of ter- 
rors to him, he is not reluctant to it, yea defirous 
of it; intreats his difmiffion in peace, and even 
longs for it, and rejoices and triumphs in the views 
of it: or elfe at the refurreétion, when Chrift fhall 
call to the dead, as he did to Lazarus, and fay, 
come forth ; and when they fhall hear his voice, 
even the voice, of the archangel, and hall anfwer 
to it, and come forth out of their graves, the fea, 
death, and the grave being obliged to deliver up 
the dead that are therein ; though fome think this 
refers to God’s call unto him in a judicial way, 
and his anfwers to it by way of defence, as in ch, 
xiii, 22. but the other fenfes feem more agreeable 
to the context: thou wilt have a defire to the work 
of thine bands ; meaning his body, which is the 
workmanfhip of God, and a curious piece of work- 
manfhip it is, wonderfully and fearfully made, and 
curioufly wrought ;' and though it may feem to be 
marred and fpoiled by death, yet God will have a 
defire to the reftoration of it at the refurreCtion to 
a better condition ; even the bodies of his people, 
and that becaufe they are veffels chofen by him, 
given to his Son, redeemed by his blood, united 
to his perfon, and fanctified by his Spirit, whofe 
temples they are, and in whom he dwells: where- 
fore upon thefe confiderations, ic may be reafon- 
ably 
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defire to the refurreétion of the bodies of the faints, 
and in which they will have a concern; and from 
which it may be conclyded, it will be certainly effeét- 
ed, fince God isa rock, and his work is perfeét, or 
will be, both upon the bodies and fouls of his peo- 
ple; and the work of fanétification will not be pro- 
perly compleated on them, until their vile bodies 
are changed, and made like to the glorious body 
of Chrift; which muft be very defireable to him, 
who has fuch a fpecial love for them, and delight 
in them. Some render the words with an interro- 


gation, wilt thou defire to deftroy the work of thine 


kands*? farely thou wilt not; or, as Ben Gerfom, 
“ is it fit that thou fhouldft defire to deftroy the 
work of thine hands?” -furely it is not becoming, 


it cannot be thought that thou wilt do it; but the 


former fenfe is beft. 

y. 16. For now thou numbereft my fteps, &c. | 
Or but now‘, at this prefent time thou feemeft to 
have no defire to me, or affection for me, but 
the reverfe. 
mind a little before, having in view his laft change, 
and the glorious refurrection ; but on a fudden he 
returns to his former complaints of God, and here 
of the rigour and ftri€tnefs of his juftice in mark- 
ing his fteps, and correcting him for his fin; fo 
very uncertain are the beft of frames: the out- 
ward converfation of men, whether good or bad, 
is often in {cripture expreffed by walking, and the 
actions of men, ‘good or evil, are the fteps taken 
therein ; here they fignify evil ones, irregular fteps, 
fteps ‘out of the way of God’s commandments, 
aberrations, ftrayings from thence, falfe fteps; thefe 
Feb fuppofed God not only had knowledge of, as 
he has of all the ways, paths, and goings of men, 
but took very exact notice of his wrong fteps ; look- 
ed very narrowly to his paths, as in ch. xiii. 27. 
and ftrictly marked them; yea, told them one by 
one, that he might mifs none, and make up a 
large account, which he put down in his book, 
in order to produce againft him ; in which od was 
miftaken: he thought God dealt with him, as 
he does with wicked men, whofe evil actions are 
not only known and obferved, but are counted 
and put down in the book of his remembrance, 
which will be opened at the laft day, and produced 
againft them ; but God has blotted out of his book 
the firs of his people, and will remember them no 
more; he has a book of remembrance for their good 
works, words and thoughts, but none for their 
évil ones: doft thou not watch over my fin? of er- 
ror, infirmity and weaknefs ; obferve it, mark it 
in a {trict and rigorous way, which, when God 
does, who can ftand before him ? or watch for my 
Jin*? as Feremiah’s enemies watched for his halt- 
ing 5 fo ‘Fob here reprefents God very wrongly, as 
if he watched for an opportunity again{t him, 
to take the advantage of it, and feverely chaftize 
him: or ¢hou doft not wait for my fin®; that is, 
the punifhment of it, as many of the Fewifh wri- 
ters‘ carry the fenfeé, which is, that God did not 
defer the punifhment of fin, or give hin any re- 
fpite or breathing time, but as foon as ever he com- 
mitted any offerice, immediately, at once, he was 
rough with him, and ufed him with great feverity. 

' Aben Ezra inferts the word only, as explanative of 
the meaning of the words, thus, thou watcheft only 


_ © ADSM perdere defiderabis # Pagninus, Vatablus. 
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ably fuppofed, that Father, Son and Spirit have a| 


Fob was in a pretty good frame of 


|haft joined it to my iniquities.” © 


Ch. xiv..¥.16—1 8.) a 


over my fin, or oeft not mark and obferve “any — 
thing but my fins ; not my good'deeds, only my 
evil ones ; which is a wrong charge, for God takes 
notice of the good works of his people; and re- 
wards them in a way of grace, though not of debt, 
as well as of their evil works, and chaftizes for 
them ina fatherly way : others render the words to 
this fenfe, what is not; or of no moment or confe- 
quence, thou keepeft for me in mind and memory; 
as fin*; that which is not fin, or at leaft not- 
known to me to be fin, or however fomething very 
trifling, fcarce to be called a fin, yet I am dealt 
with for it as if a very. heinous one; or I] am 
afflicted for I know not what, or, which is all one, 
for what is not known to me. Some take the words 
to be a petition, do not obferve my fin; or mark it 
ftriétly, or keep it in mind, or referve it againft 
another time, but hide thy face from it, and re- 
member it no more, nor never againft me. 

y.17. My tranfgreffion is fealed up in a bag, &e¢.] 
Denoting either the hiddenefs of it, as in Ho/. xiii. 
12. not from God; nor in fuch fenfe, fealed up, as 
fin is by the facrifice and fatisfaétion of Chrift, 
who has thereby removed it out of the fight of di- 
vine juftice; fo that when it is fought for it fhall 
not be found, nor any more feeh; which is the 
fenfe of the phrafe in Daz. ix, 24. where the words, 
to make an end of fin, may be rendered, to /eal 
them #p ; but this '7o would not have complain- 
ed of ; he means it was hid as in a bag from him- 
felf, or he knew not what it was; the tranfgreffion 
was fealed up from him, he was intirely ignorant 
of, and unacquainted with what it was, for’ which 
he was feverely afflicted: or elfe his fenfeis, that 
God had taken ftrict notice of his tranfgreffions, 
and had, as it were, put them up in a bag, and 
fet a feal upon it, that none might be loft, but 
might be ready to be produced againft him another 
day; in allufion, as it is thought, to bills of in= 
diétment put up in bags fealed, to be brought into 
courts of judicature at a proper time, for which 
they are referved : and thou feweft up miné iniquity 5 
in the bag in which it is fealed; not only did he 
feal up the bag, but fewed a cloth over it thus 
fealed, for greater fecurity: or thou feweft te mine ini- 
quity™, or adds iniquity to iniquity, as in P/- 
lxix. 27. as arithmeticians do, who add one num- 
ber to another until it becomes a great fum; thus 
God, according to 7ob, tacked and joined one fin 
to another, till it became one Jarge heap and pile, 
reaching to the heavens, and calling for vengeance ; 
or, as Sepborno interprets it, joined fins of igno- 
rance to fins of prefumption; or rather fewed or 
added the punifhment of fin to fin, or punifhment 
to punifhment ; the Zargum is, * my tranfgreffion 
is fealed up in a book of remembrances, and thou 
ai 

¥.18. And furely the mountain falling, cometh to 
nought, 8c.) Fob here returns to his former fub- 


ject of the irreparable ftate of man at death, which 
he illuftrates by various other fimilies, as before ; 


and firft by a mountain falling, which may be 
fuppofed, and has been fact, and when it does, it. 
comes to nought, it crumbles into duft, and where’ 
it falls there it lies, and never rifes up to a moun- 
tain, or to the height it had, any mores or it 
withers *, as fome render it, the plants, — 


te 
or 
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Ch. xiv, ¥. 19-31: 


or it is diffalued, or flows, and {preads itfelf over 
the face of the green earth it covers, and deftroys 
. with its duft and fand, which is never more ga- 
thered up to form a mountain again; fo man, 
like unto a mountain, as kingdoms, and ftates, 
and kings, and princes, and great men are; the Tar- 
gum inttances in Lot; as a man may be faid to be, 
that is in good health of body, and in profperous 
circumvtances in his.family; when he falls, as he 
does by death, which is exprefled by falling, 2 Sam. 
iii. 38. he comes to nought, he is not any more 
in the land of the living, nor in the place and cir- 


cumftances in which he was before : aud the rock \ 


- gs removed out of bis place ; from the mountain, 
of which it was a part; or elfewhere, by earth- 
quakes, by force of winds, or ftrength of waters ; 
‘and which, when once removed, is never returned 
to its place any more; fo man, who in-his full 
ftrength feems like a rock immoveable, when death 
comes, it fhakes and moves him out of his place, 
and that never knows him any more. 

¥. 19. Lhe waters wear the flones, &c.] Either 
by continual running in them, or conftant drop- 
ping upon them’; and the excavations or hollow 
places they make are never filled up again, thefe 
impreffions are never effaced, nor- the ftones re- 
duced to their ancient form; fo man, though ‘he 
may have the ftrength of ftones, yet the waters of 
afflictions will gradually wear him away, and bring 
him to the duft of death, and where he mutt lie till 
the heavens be no more: thou wa/heff away the 
things which grow out of the duft of the earth ; 
herbs, plants and trees, which a violent inunda- 
tion of water tears up by the roots, and carries 
away, and they are never reftored to their places 
any more. The word m'DD, which we ren- 
der, the things which grow out, the fpontaneous 
productions of the earth, as inZev.xxv.5. <Aben 
£zra interprets of floods of water; and fo Schul- 
tens, from the ufe of the word in the Arabic lan- 
guage, tranflates it, sheir effufions; that is, the 
effufions of waters before-mentioned, the floods 
and inundations of them overflow, and waj/h away 
the duft of the earth s not only that which is on 
the fuperficies of it, the foil of it; but, as the 
fame learned man obferves, they plow and tear up 
the earth itfelf, and carry it away, and it is never 
repaired ; fo men at death are carried away as with 


a flood, and are no more, fee Pf. xc. 5. and or 


fo * thou deftroyeft the hope of man, not the hope of a 
good man about his eternal ftate, and of enjoying 
eternal happinefs ; which is the gift of God’s grace, 
which is without repentance, never revoked, called 
in, or taken away or deftroyed ; it is built upon the 
promife of God, who cannot lie ; it is founded on 
the perfon, blood, and righteoufnefs of Chrift ; and 
tho’ it may bebrought low, it is never loft; the hope 
of carnal men, in an arm of flefh, in the creature 
and creature-enjoyments, is indeed deftroyed; and 
fo is the hope of- external profeffors of religion, 
that is formed on their own works of righteouinefs, 
and profeffion of religion; but of this 7d is not 
fpeaking, but of the hope of man of living again 
in this world after death ; for this is a reddition or 
application of the above fimilies ufed to illuftrate 
this point, the irreparable ftate of man at death, fo 
as that he fhall never return to this life again, and 
to the fame ftate and circumftances of things, as be- 
fore; and next follows a defcription of death, and 
the ftate of the dead 


_ © Diffluit, Cocceius, Schmidt, Michaelis, 
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* Moreh nevochim. 

* Multi vel graves funt, Drufius; graves erunt et onutti, Mercerus. 
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¥. 20. Thou prevailet for ever againft him, 8cc.)}) 
God is an overmatch for man, in any thing, in every 
thing ;:there is no contending with him; or ftanding 
again{t him; he is ftronger than he, and. always pre- 
vails; there is no withitanding any difeafe, and the 
force of it, when he fends it ; it is a meffenger and 
fervant of his; it goés at his command, and does 
what he bids it do; and all the art and power of 
man cannot refiftit, or hinder what God would have 
done by it; and fo death itfelf isirrefiftible; what’s 
ftronger than death? it isa king that reigns with a 
defpotic power; it reigns irrefiftibly, victorioufly, 
and triumphantly; it prevails over all men, in all 
ages, and will do to the end of the world; no man 
has power over his fpirit to retain ic one moment, 
when death comes to feparate it from the body: 
and this prevalence of God by death over men, will 
be for ever; the graveis man’s long home, to which 
he is brought by death, and he will never return 
from it more, to come again into this world, and be 
about the bafinefs of itas now; and he pafleth out 
of the world, andis feen no more in it; death is a 
going the way of all flefh, a departure out of this 
life, and to it man never ufually returns more; 
he goes to Hades, to the invifible place, and makes 
his appearance no more here; fee P/: xxxvii. 35, 
36. thou changeft bis countenance at death ; the fore- 
runners of death will change’a man’s countenance, 
pains and difeafes of body; by thefe God makes 
man’s beauty to confume like the moth; the fear 
of death will change a a man’s countenance, as the 
hand-writing on the wall did Bel/bazzar’s; even 
fuch who have outbraved death, and pretended to 
have made acovenant and agreement with it, yet 
when the king of terrors is prefented to them, they 
are feized with a panic, their hearts ache, and their 
countenances turn pale; but O! what a change 
is made by death itfelf, which for this reafon is re- 
prefented as ridingon a pale horfe ; Rev. vi. 8. when 
the rofy florid looks of man are gone, his comeli- 
nefs turned into corruption, his countenance pale 
and meagre, his eyes hollow and funk, his nofe 
fharp pointed, his ears contracted, and jaws fallen, 
and his complexion altered, and ftill more when 
laid in the grave, and he is turned to rotten- 
nefs, duft and worms: and fendeth him away; 
giveth him a difmiffion from this world; fend- 
eth him out of it, from his houfe, his family, 
friends and acquaintance: his birth is expreffed 


‘often by his coming into the world, and his death 


by going out of it; for here he has no continuance, 
no abiding, no reft; and yet there is no remove, till 
God gives him difmiffion by death, then he fends 
him away from hence; fonie in wrath, whom he 
fends to take up their abode with devils and 
damned fpirits ; others in love, to prevent their be- 
ing involved in evils coming upon the earth, and to 
be in better company, with God and Chrift, with 
angels, and the fpirits of juft men made perfect : 
Maimonides interprets this of 4dam*, who when 
he changed the object of his countenance, and look- 
ed on the forbidden fruit, was fent out of Paradife. 
y¥. 20. His fons come to honour, &c.} Or are mul- 
tiplied,’ fee Nahum, iii. 15.'their families increafe like 
a flock, become very numerous, which was reckoned 
a great blefling ; or decome heavy’; being loaded 
with gold and filver, with richesand honour, raifed 


to great grandeur and dignity, and poffeffed of 


much wealth and large eftates: and be knoweth it 
not; the man whofe countenance is changed and 

I , fent 
xa effudit, Golius, col. 
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fent away into another world; for the dead know |Either he fhall be chaftened with ftrong pains on his’ 
nothing of the affairs of this life; a good man in- |fick and dying bed ; which is the reafon why he nei- 
deed after death knows more of God and Chrift, of|ther rejoices atthe happinels of his family, nor is di- 
the doctrines of grace; and myfteries of providence ; |{trefled at their misfortunes ; having fo much pain | 
but he knows nothing of the affairs of his family |in his fleth and bones to endure himfelf; or as Gufe-" 
he has left behind: fome underftand this of a man|fias * renders it, for this his flefh and foul fhall have 
on his death-bed whilft alive, who when he is toldof|pain and grief, while he lives, becaufe he cannot 
the promotion of his fonstohonour, or of the increafe|know how it will be with his family, when he is” 
of their worldly fubftance, takes no notice of it ; ei-|dead ; but rather this is to be underftood of a man 


ther being deprived of his fenfes by the difeafe vpon 
him; or thro’ the greatnefs of his pains and agonies, 
or the intenfenefs of his thoughts about a future 
ftate, does not advert to what is told him, nor re- 
joice at it; which in the time of health would have 
been pleafing to him: but the firft fenfe feems beft: 
and they are brought low, that is, hisfons; or are dimi- 
nifbed"; \effened in their numbers, one taken off after 
another, and {o his family decreafes ; or they come into 
low cireumftances of life, arereduced in the world, 
and brought to {traits and difficulties, to want and 
poverty: but be perceiveth it not of them; he is not 
fenfible of their troubles, and fo not grieved at them; 
fee Jj. Ixiii. 16. or when he is told of them an his 
death-bed, he does not advert to them, or regard 
them, having enough to grapple with himfelf, and 


when dead ; and fo it is a continuation of thedefcrip- 
tion of death, or of the ftate of the dead ; thus Aden 
Ezra interprets it, of his flefh upon him, that is, his 
body fhall melt away, rot and corrupt, meaning in 
the grave; fothe word is ufed of marring andde- 
ftroying, in 2 Kings, iii. 19. to which the Targum 
inclines, ‘but his flefh, becaufe of worms upon him, 
fhall grieve;” and fo Yarchi, troublefome is the 
worm to a dead man, as aneedle in quick flefh; 
pain and grief are by a profopopeia attributed to 
a dead body ; fignifying, that could it be fenfible 
of its cafe, it would be painful and grievous to it : 
and his foul within him foall mourn; either whilft he 
lives, becaufe of his afflictions and terrors, the days 
being come, in which he has no pleafure, and the 
time of death drawing nigh; or his dead body, as 


his mind intent on his everlafting ftate, or carried|the word is ufedin P/, xvi. 10. faid to mourn by the 
above them in the views of the love, grace, and'{ame figure; or his foul, becaufe of his body being 


covenant of God ; fee 2 Sam. xxiii. 5 


v.22. But bis flefo upon bim fall have pain, 8ec. 


dead; or rather his breath, which at death fails and 
pines away ”. 
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70 B’s three friends having in their turns attacked 
him, and he having given anfwer refpectively 
tothem; H/ipbeaz who began the attack firft enters 


y. 1. Then anfwered Eliphaz the Temanite, 8ec.} 
Or, who was of Zeman, as the Targum, the firft of 


Fob’s friends and comforters, the oldeft of them, 


the lifts with him again, and proceeds upon the fame} who firft began the difpute with him; which was 
plan as before, and endeavours to defend his former] carried on by his two other companions, who had 
fentiments, falling upon Yod with greater vehemence] {poken in their turns; and now in courfe it fell to 
and feverity ; he charges him with vanity, impru-|him to anfwer a iecond time, as he here does, and 
dence and unprofitablenefs in his talk, and acting aj /aid, as follows. 
part unbecoming his charaéter asa wife man; yea| y. 2. Should a wife manutter vain knowledge, 
with impiety and a neglect of religion, or at leaft as| 8¢c.] As ob had been thought to be, or as he him- 
a difcourager of it by his words and doétrines, of| felf thought he was, which he might fay fareafti- 


which his mouth and lips were witnefles againft him, 
y. 1, 6. he charges him with arrogance anda high 
conceit of himfelf, as if he was the firft man that was 
made, nay as if he was the eternal wifdom of God, 
and had been in his council; and, to check his va- 
nity, retorts his own words upon him, or however 
the fenfe of them, ¥. 7.—10. and alfo with flight- 


cally ; or as he really was, not worldly wife, nor 
merely wife in things natural, but in things divine; 
being one that had the fear of God, which is the 
beginning of wifdom, and wifdom itfelf; believed 
in Chrift, and walked wifely and circumfpectly be- 
fore men; now it is not becoming fuch a man to 
utter vain knowledge, or fuch knowledge as is like 


ing the confolations of God; upon which he warmly|the wind, or as the Targum, windy knowledge ; 
expoftulates with him, ¥. 11.13. and in order to/empty, not folid, nor fatisfying, but {wells and puffs 
convince: him of his felf-righteoufnefs, which he]/up, and is knowledge falfly fo called; but it does 
thought he was full of, he argues from the angels,|not appear that od did utter fuch vain and fruitlefs 
the heavens, and the general cafe of man, ¥.14—16.|things, as deferved to be compared to the wind: and 
and then he declares from his own knowledge, and | fill bis belly with the eaft-wind; which is noify and 
from the relation of wife and antient men in former |blufterous, rapid and forcible, bearing all before it, 
times,who madeit their obfervation, that wicked men |and very infectious in hot countries ; and fuch no- 
are afflicted all their days, attended with terror and| tions Yob according to El/iphaz fatisfied himfelf with, 
defpair, and liable to various calamities, ¥. 17—24,}and endeavoured to infinuate them into others ; 
the reafons of which are their infolence to God, and|which were nothing but great fwelling words of 
hoftilities committed againft him, which they are|vanity, and tended to fubvert the faith of men, 
encouraged in by their profperous circumftances, |and overthrow all religion, and were very unwhol- 
¥.25, 26, 27. notwithftanding all, their eftates, |fome, infectious and ruinous to the minds of men, 
riches, and wealth, wiil come to nothing, ¥. 28—|as fuggefted. © ites 
3o. and the chapter is clofed with an exhortation| y. 3. Should he reafon with unprofitable talk, &c.}— 
to fuch, not to feed themfelves up with vain hopes, |That is, the wife man, fuch a man as Fob; does it be- 
or truft in uncertain riches, fince their deftruétion |come him to talk fuch idle ftuff ? that which is falfe, 
would befure, fudden, and terrible, ¥. 31—35, — |and foolifh, and frothy, that doesnot minifter grace 

‘ to 


"INYY? oAryos yourras, Sept. minuuntur, numero pauci funt, Drufius. 
emarcida luget, Schultens. ‘ 
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to the hearer, and is not for the ufe of edifying; as 
whatever is untrue, unwife, vain, and empty, mutt 
be ufclefs and anfwer no good end; nothing is pro- 
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~ 


ped 
Scns aha ee 
words™ likethe tautologics of the heathen ; or he 


diminifhed prayer, as others *, leflened the times of 
prayer, and the petitions in it: or rather it may 


fitable but what tends to increafe folid wifdom and |refpect others,” not that it cari be thought he ‘fhould 


{piritual knowledge, and to exercife grace, and in- 
fluence an holy lite; wherefore what are profitable 


lay his injunctions on thofe over whom he had any 
authority, forbidding his fervants, or thofe about 


to the fouls of men, are the doctrines of the word of |himto pray; but that by his manner of reafoning he 


God, and the experiences of the grace of God, com- 
miunicated by his people one to another; and nothing 
but thefe, or what agrees with-them, fhould come 
out of the mouth of a wife and good man ; nor can 
fuch an one expect to convince men of their errors, 
orreprove them for their fins with fuccefs, who 
deals in words of no profit; or with fpeeches where- 


difcouraged prayer, as £/ipbaz thought, asa ufelefs 
thing; for ifGod laughs at the trials and afflictions 
of the innocent, and fuffers wicked men ‘to profper, 
who would pray to him, or ferve him ? fee ch. x. 
23. and xii. 6. ; Sa ) 

¥. 5. Kor thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, &c.] 
Which was in his heart, and fo was an evidence 


with be can dono good, but may do a great deal of |againft him, and proved him perverfe, and made 


hurt both to himéelf and others ; but the fame thing 
is here fignified in different words. 

¥. 4. Yea, thou cafteft off fear, &c.| Not of man; 
a flavifh fear of man is to be caft off, because that 
brings a fnare, deters men from their duty, and leads 
into fin; tho’ there is a fear and reverence of men 
which ought to be given to them, fear to whom fear, 
Rom. xiii. 7. but here the fear of God is meant, 


good the above charges exhibited againft him: or 
thine iniquity teaches thy mouth’, the wickednefs 
that was in his heart prompted his mouth to fpeak 
the things he did, fee Mart. xii. 34. and this, as it 
was an inftance of his folly, Prov. xv. 2. fo a 
proof of his cafting off the fear of the Lord; for 
if that had been before his eyes, he would have 
bridled his lips, and not uttered all the wickednefs 


which is to be underftood of the grace of fear, ofjof his heart: for he that dridleth not bis tongue, his 


which 7od was poffeffed ; that could not be caft off, 
for this is not what is in a man naturally, or is by the 
light of nature, and arifes from natural conviction, 
which may be caft off as was by Pharaoh; butthis is 
a bleffing of the covenant of grace, fure and firm, 
and is one of the gifts of grace, that are without re- 
pentance ; it is a part of internal grace, which can 
never be loft ; it is improved and increafed by frefh 
difcoveries of the grace and goodnefs of God, and is 
an antidote and prefervative againft apoftacy : per- 
haps the whole worfhip of God may be meant, exter- 
nal worfhip, or outward religion in the form of it, 
which is fometimes fignified by the fear of God ; 
Eccl. xii.14. Jf xxix. 13. and it is caft off when it is 
neglected and not attended to, or when men become 
prophane, after they have made a profeffion of reli- 
gion ; butas neither of thefe can be thought to be 


religion is vain, James i. 26. and thou chufeft the 
tongue of the crafty ; coloured over things under 
fpecious pretences of religion and godlinefs, fo that 
the fimple and ignorant took him’for‘a holy good 
man, when he was at heart an hypocrite; in this 
light Zliphaz puts ‘fob, as One that walked and 
talked in craftinefs, and was a deceitful worker, 
and impofed upon men with falfe gloffts and plau- 
fible pretences. 

¥. 6. Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not 
[, &c.] Or fhews thee to be a wicked perfon, 
guilty of things charged upon thee; out of thine 
own mouth thou art convicted, there needs no 
other evidence to be brought againft thee, that is 
fufficient; and thou faveft me, and any other the 
trouble of paffing the fentence of condemnation upon 
thee; thou haft done it thyfelf, thine own mouth is 


the cafe of Fed; rather the meaning of E/iphaz may| judge and jury, and brings in the verdidt, and pro- 
be, that Fo did not fhew that reverence to God he} nounces it, as well as is the witnefs, as follows, and 
fhould, as his words may feem, in ch. xiii. 20,21,225|is inftead of a thoufand witneffés, ch. ix. 20. yea, 
or that by his way of talk and reafoning, and bythe] thine own lips teftify againft thee, and therefore 
notions he had imbibed and gave out, and the affet-| there were no need of producing any other tefti- 
tions he laid down, all religion would be made void] mony ; what he had faid, fhewed that his talk was 
among men ; for if, as he had faid, God de/frays the| vain and unprofitable, unbecoming a wife man; 
perfect and the wicked, and. the tabernacles of rebbers| and tending to make null and void the fear of God 
profper, and the juft men are laughed to fcorn, ch. ix.)among men, to difcourage all religious exercifes, 
22, and xii. 4. 6. who would fear God? it might} and particularly prayer before God. 

be inferred from hence, that it is a vainthingto] y. 7. Art thou the firft man that was born? &c.] 
ferve him, and there can be no profit got by keeping] The firft dam, who was created in wifdom and 
his ordinances, and walking before him; this is the| knowledge, and had a large fhare of underftanding 
way to put an end to all religion, as if E/phaz|in things natural, civil, and moral; knew much of 
fhould fay, and difcourage all regard unto it: and|God and his perfections, of the works of nature, 
refiraineft prayer before God; prayer is to be madejand of the wifdom and power of 'God difplayed in 
to God and to him only, it is a part of religious wor-jthem; one inftance of which is his giving names 
fhip, direéted to by the light of nature; and ought]|to the creatures; doft thou think thou art that 
to be performed by every man; itis a fpecial pri-|felf-fame individual perfon, the father of all man- 
vilege of the faints, who have a covenant-God on|kind, who had fuch a ftock and fund of knowledge, 
a throne of grace to go to, and can prayin a fpi-|until, by feeking after more, and that unlawful, he 
ritual manner for fpiritual things ; and efpecially is} loft much of what he had? doftthou imagine that 
to be obferved in times of trouble, in which ¥od|thou haft lived ever fince, and feen or known every 
now was, and neverto be difufed: now this charge|thing that was done in all ages from the beginning, 
either refpects Yob himfelf, that he left off praying,| and haft gathered a large fhare of knowledge from 
which can hardly be fuppofed; or that he drew out|long experience, and by making ftrigt obfervations 
prayer to a great length, as fome underftand the}on men and things in fuch a length of time? or, 


as 


¥ PW tolifti, V. L. traheres, Cocceius ; multiplicafti, fo fome in Bar Tzemach. * Imminues, Montanus ; 
imminuifti, Bolducius; diminuis, Schmidt; minuis, Schultens. sy Pet IY FIN? docuit iniquitas tua 05 tuum, 
‘YV. L. Pagninas, Bolducius ; docebit, Montanus 3 docet, Pifcator, Cocceius ; fo Tigurine verfion. 
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as the Targum, “ Walt thou born with the firfl| Elipbaz retorts upon himfelf, ch. xii. 2. as he does 
man, without father and mother?’ and haft thou] his own words in the following verfe. nye 

exifted ever fince? or, Wajt thou born before Adam?| ¥.9. What knoweft thou that we know not? ‘&e.J 
before the firft man #? Art thou the wifdom,and] Which are pretty near the words of ed to his 
fon of God, who was before Abrabam, before] friends, ch. xii. 3. and xiii. 2. and to the fame 
Adam, before any creature whatever, was in the} fenfe is what follows : what underftandeft thou, 
beginning with God, and was God? What doft| which is notin us? in our hearts, minds, and un- 
thou make thyfelf to be, ¥ob ? thou a mere man,|derftanding, or among us, which one or other, 
doft thou make thyfelf to be the eternal God? forjor all ot us, have not: yet all men have not 
to be before the firft man, or to be the firft-born of| knowledge alike; fome that profefs themfelves to 
every creature, or to be born before every creature, | be wife, and to have a large thare of knowledge, 


is expreffive of eternity, as is the following phrafe :| are fools; and fuch who think they know fome- 


or waft thou made before the bills? or exifted be-|thing extraordinary, and more than others, know 
fore they did? as is faid of the Son of God, Prov.|nothing as they ought to know; and fuch who 


viii. 25. what is before the hills and mountains is|have gifts of real knowledge, have them different 


eternal ; the eternal God and his eternity are thus|one from another ; even of the things known there 
defcribed, P/: xc. 2. is not a like degree of knowledge, and particularly 

y. 8. Haft thou heard the fecret of God? &c.}j{in fpiritual things ; fome are little children in un- 
Or, in the fecret of God*, in his cabinet-council,|der{tanding, fome are young men and know more, 
what was faid and done there? haft thou ftood in}and fome are fathers, and know moft of all; an 
the council of God? haft thou been one of his|equality in knowledge belongs to another ftate, to 
privy-council, or counfellors, and been let into alljthe latter day-glory, when the watchmen fhall fee 
the fecrets of God, of his purpofes and providence, |eye to eye, and all thall know the Lord, front the 
and into the reafons of all his adminiftrations, that] leaft to the greateft, and efpecially to the ultimate 
thou talkeft fo freely, and boldly, and confidently} glory, when faints will know as they are known. — 
as thou doft? Indeed Chrift, the Son of God,} y. 10. With us are both the grey-beaded, &c.} 
was the Angel of the great council; the counfel of} The grey-headed man, or one that is fo, it is in 
peace was between him and his Father; yea, he}the fingular number; grey hairs area fign of old 
was in his bofom, and privy to all his thoughts,}age, and an emblem of wifdom, fee ch. xii. 12. 
defigns, and decrees, and knew every thing, what! to which words Eiipbaz may be thought to refer ; 
would be, and the reafons thereof ; as well as the! ‘70d there fuggefting as if wifdom was with him, 
nature of his Father, his perfections, mind, andj being an antient man: and very aged men, of mah 
will, which he has declared: but could ¥oé pre-|rather; Mr. Broughton renders it, and all grey, as 
tend to this, or any thing like it? no furely. In-jif the other word only fignifies one that has a mix- 
deed there are fome fecrets of God which he makes! ture of grey hairs on him, but this one all whofe 
known to his people, and no doubt, in fome mea-/ hairs are turned grey: much elder than thy father , 
fure, ob was acquainted with them; fuch asthejor greater, as the fame learned man renders it; 
fecrets of God’s love, and of the covenant of his! and fo Aben Ezra and Bar Tzemach fay in the Ara- 
grace which are with them that fear him; and/éic language the word fignifies, and may defign a 
juch an one Yod was, and with whom, in times|third perfon. Ben Gerfom thinks that Eliphaz was 
paft at leaft, the fecret of God was, even his ever-| older than od, and that his other two friends were 
lafting love in the open manifeftation of it to him ;} younger than he, or Zephar only was younger 
which is a fecret in the heart of God, till revealed|than he; one of the Targums paraphrafes the words 
and fhed abroad in the hearts of his people; and|thus, ‘* but Eliphax who is grey, and Bildad who 
fo the myfleries of God, as fome render the word °,]is aged, are with us, and Zopbar who is greater in 
the doétrines of the gofpel, the myfteries of the|days than thy father',;” it appears that they were 
kingdom of heaven, the knowledge of them, is|very old men by what E/ibu fays, ch. xxxti. 6, 7. 
given to the fons of men; od was acquainted with|though it may be, E/ipbax may not barely have 
them, with the incarnation of Chrift, redemption] refpect to themfelves and their age, but to their an- 
by him, and the refurreétion of the dead ; the fe-|ceftors, their fathers, from whom they had their 
crets of providence, though they may not always|knowledge, when they were but of yefterday, and 
be known now, they will be hereafter; yea, God|knew little, and fo pleads antiquity on their fide; 
does nothing but he reveals his fecrets to his fer-jand it has been obferved that Temen, from whence 
vants the prophets, as he did to Abraham his| Eliphaz was, was famous for wifdom, and wife 
friend ; and as for the purpofes of God, which are|men in it, at leaft it was fo in after-times; and if 
the fecret things that belong to him, and can never}fo early, the obfervation would be more pertinent, 
be known unleis revealed, and when fulfilled, even}and the fenfe might be thoughr to be; that we 
thofe, fuch as relate to the election of men, their| have at Temen men as antient and as wife as at Uz, 
redemption by Chrift, and effeétual vocation, are|in the fchools of the one as in the fchools of the 
made known by God’s faving and calling them ac-|other, and fo have the opportunity of gaining as 
cording to them: and doft thou reftrain wifdom to|much wifdom and knowledge as ‘fod: or it may 
thyjelf? not keep it to himfelf without communi-|be, the meaning only is this, that we have on our 
cating it to others, which to do is to imprifon the] fide the queftion as many antient and learned men, 
truth, and detain it in unrighteoufnefs; as men or more, than od can pretend to; and thus, as 
have freely received, they fhould freely give ; but before, antiquity is pleaded ; but is not a fure 


he arrogated and afcribed wifdom to himfelf, mo-|rule to go by, at leaft by trufting to it men may 


nopolized it, and would allow no man to have any |be led afide; for though truth is the good old way, 
fhare of it but himfelf ; he reckoned fo highly ofjand is the oldeft way, yet error is almolt as old as. 
hitnfelf, as if he was the only wife man in the|truth; it follows fo clofe upon the heels of it, that’ 
world thus what he charged his friends with,|it is difficult, in fome cafes, to difcera which is. 
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Pagninus, Mentanus, Cocceius, Schultens. 
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* So Mercerus, and fome in Vatablus, Schmidt, Jarchi & Bar Tzemach, ‘= KN ND in fecrete dei, 


Ch. xv. ¥. tt —1 4. art). 


firft, though truth always is; there is the old way 
which wicked men have trodden; and a pretence to 
antiquity, if not carefully obferved, may lead into 
it, fee Fer. vi. 16. Fob xxii. 15. 

vy. at. Are the conjolations of God fmall with 
thee? &c.] Meaning either thofe which Elipbaz 
and his friends had adminiftred, when, upon his 
repentance and reformation, they promifed him 
great and good things that fhould befall him and 
his family, and that his latter end fhould be greater 
than his beginning; which ¥0d flighted, took no 
notice of, nor entertained any hope concerning it ; 
and thefe they called the confolations of God, not 


only becaufe great, as things excellent have the|himfelf againft him, running upon him, on the 
name of God added to them to expref$ their excel- |thick boffes of his buckler, as after expreffed: and 
lency, but becaufe they were adminiftred in the |/etteft fuch words go out of thy mouth? asin ch. ix. 
name of God, and were according to the word and|22. and x. 3. and xii. 6. and xiii. 22—27. 
will of God, at leaft as they thought: Ben Gerfom| y¥. 14. What is man that be fhduld be clean? &c.] 
renders it, the confolations of thefe , thefe were Bil-|Frail, feeble, mortal man, or woful man, as Mr. 
dad and Zopbar; fo Bar Tzemach; or, as others,|Broughton renders it; fince he is finful, whereby he 
thefe confolations ® which I and my friends havelis become fuch a weak and dying creature: this 
fuggefted; but not human, rather divine confola-|queftion, as well as the following, is put by way of 
tions are meant; and this is a frefh charge againft|contempt, and as leffening man in a comparative 
‘fob, that he made light of fuch, even the confola-|fenfe, and in order to abate any high conceit of 
tions of God, Father, Son, and Spirit, who are|himfelf ; who is not naturally clean, but the re- 
each of them comforters; faints may,and fhould|verfe, being conceived and born in fin; nor can 
comfort one.another, and minifters of the gofpel|he be fo of himfelf, nor by any means he is capable 
are Barnabafes, fons of confolation; but ,God is|of; and however clean he may be in, his own eyes, 
the great comforter, it is he only can fpeak andor in the eyes of others; yet is not clean in the 
apply comfort to purpofe; and his confolations are|fight of God, and ftill lefs pure than him, his 
not to be accounted /mall, if it be confidered from|Maker, as in ch. iv. 17. and indeed cannot be 
whence they come, from the great God, thej|clean at all, but through the grace of God, and 
Creator, to creatures, duft and afhes, finful ones, on|blood of Chrift, which cleanfes from all fin: and 
whom they are beftowed, fuch as are undeferving|4e which is born of a woman, a periphrafis of man; 
of them, yea, deferving of the wrath of God, and|ch. xiv. 1. that be fhould be righteous? as no man 
the curfes of his law; and alfo the nature of thefejis naturally; there is none righteous, no not ones; 
comforts, as that they are {trong confolations, and|though man originally was made righteous, yet 
effectual through the power and grace of God, and|finning he loft his righteoufnefs, and all his pofte- 
are everlafting, the matter and foundation of them|rity are without any; nor can they become righteous 
being fo; and though they may be refufed through |of themfelves, or by any works of righteoufnels 
unbelief, as being too great in the view of a finfuljdone by them; and though they may truft in 
creature for himfelf, yet they can never be ac-|themfelves that they are righteous, and may appear 
counted fimall, or flighted and defpifed by a gra-|outwardly fo before men, yet by the deeds of the 
cious foul, nor can it be thought they were by od, |law no flefh can be juftified or accounted righteous 
fince he was fo diftreffed with the arrows of theJin the fight of God, and much lefs be more juft 
Almighty, a fenfe of divine wrath, and was fo de-|than he, as in ch. iv. 17. nor can any of the fons 
firous of the divine prefence, and even begged he}of men be made or reckoned righteous, but by the 
might take comfort a little: és there any fecret thing| obedience of Chrift, or by that juftifying righteouf- 
with thee ? any fecret wif{dom and knowledge which|nefs that is in him: what L/ipbaz here fays con- 
they were {trangers to ; or any fecret way of con-|cerning the impurity, imperfection, and unrighteouf- 
veying comfort to him they knew not of; or any{nefs of men are very great truths; but if he aims 
fecret finin him, any 4chax in the camp, that hin-|at 70d, as he feems to do, he miffes his mark, 
dered him from receiving comfort, or put him|and miftakes the man, and itis in vain with refpect 
upon flighting what was offered to him. to him, or as a refutation of any notions of his ; 
¥. 12. Why doth thine heart carry thee away,\for Fob afferts the corruption and depravity of hu- 
&c.] To fuch conceit of thyfelf, and contempt|man nature as ftrongly as it is expreffed here, ch. 
of others, and even to flight the confolations of|xiv. 4. nor does he ever claim, but difclaims finlefs 
God; the heart being deceitful and wicked, fome-| perfection, ch. ix. 20. nor did he expect to be per- 
times carries away good men to fay and do thofe|{onally juftified before God by any righteoufnefs of 
things which are unbecoming; and if, in any in-|his own, the imperfection of which he was fenfible 
ftance, this was 70b’s cafe, it was owing to his own]of, but by the righteoufnefs of his living Redeemer, 
heart, which carried him beyond due bounds ; for|ch. ix. 30, 31. and xix. 25. but. what he pleaded 
whenever any man is tempted to do evil, be is|for was the integrity and uorightnefs of his heart in 
drawn away of bis own luff, and enticed, James i.| oppofition to hypocrify he was charged with; and 
14. and what do thine eyes wink at? conniving at|the holinefs and righteoufnefs of his life and conver- 
and fhutting his eyes againft his own fins and ini-|fation, in oppofition to a courfe of living in fin, 
quities, unwilling to fee them, and be convinced|or to his being guilty of fome notorious fin or fins 
of them, and own them; or fhutting them againft| for which he was afflicted, as was infinuated. £/- 
the charges and reproofs of his friends, and all the|pbaz here recurs to his oracle, ch. iv. 17, 18. and 
light and evidence with which they came; or a ag aan it much to the fame fenfe. 


299 
ther, as carelefly attending to them, and f{coffing 
and fneering at them: fome render it, what do 
thine eyes aim at‘? as men, when they take an 
aim at a mark, wink with or fhut one eye; what 
are thy defigns? what haft thou in view ? what 
wouldft thou be at, talking and behaving in fuch a 
manner as thou doft ? 

¥.13: That thou turnef?t thy /pirit againft God; 
&c.] Not againft men; his friends only, bur 
againft God himfelf, being filled with wrath and 
indignation at him; fhewing the enmity of his 
heart unto him, and committing hottilities upon 
him, ftretching out his hand; and ftrengthening 


, 


¥.15 


b Se PATI confolationes iftorum virorum, Vatablus; confolationes ifte. fo fome in Drufius. © yt 
collimant, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius ; fe Broughton. 
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_ 15. Bebold, be putteth uo truft in bis faints, &c.] 
In holy men, fet apart for himfelf by his grace, 
whofe fins are expiated by the blood of his Son, 
and whofe hearts are fanétified by his Spirit, and 
who live holy lives and converlations, as dbra- 
bam, Iaac, and Jacob, thefe, though he trufts 
many of them with much, as the prophets of old, 
with the meflages of his grace and will, and the 
minifters of the word with treafure, in their earthen 
veffels, the facred depofitum of the glorious gofpel, 
with gifts of grace, fitting them for their work, 
and with the care of the fouls of men; yet he truits 
‘none of them with themfelves, with the redemp- 
tion and falvation of their fouls, with the regene- 
fation and fanétification of their hearts, and with 
their prefervation to etertial glory 5 he has put thofe 
into the hands of his Son and Spirit, and keeps 
them by his power through faith unto falvation: 
the Targum renders it, in his faints above, in the 
faints in heaven, in glorified men; he is there.their 
all in all, as their happinefs fo their fafety and pro- 
tection; fee an inftance of his care and prefervation 
of them after the refurreétion, when in a perfeé& 
ftate, Rev. xx. 8, 9. or this may be underftood of 
the angels, who fometimes are called faints, Deut. 
XXxiii. 2. who though they have been trufted with 
many things to impart to the fons of men, yet not 
_ with the falvation of men, nor even with the fecret 
of it; they were not of God’s privy-council when 
the affair was debated and fettled ; nor with’ other 
fecrets, as the day and hour of the laft judgment, 
the coming of the Son of Man: or the fenfe» may 
be, be putteth no perfettion or ftability * in them, 
that is, perfection in comparifon.of his; for if 
theirs were equal to his, they would be Gods, 
which it is impoffible to be, or for God to make 
them fuch ;, and likewife fuch ftability as to have 
been able to have ftood of themfelves, which it 
appears they had not, fince many of them fell, 
and the reft needed confirming grace, which they 
have by Chriit, the head of all principalities and 
powers: yea, the heavens are not clean in bis fight; 
heaven-born men, partakers of the heavenly call- 
ing, whofe hearts and affections are fet on heavenly 
things, and have their converfation in heaven ; yet 
thefe, in the fight of a pure and holy God, and 
in comparifon of him, are impure and unholy ; or 
they of heaven, as Mr. Broughton renders it, the 
inhabitants of heaven; the angels on high, as the 
Targum paraphrafes it; thefe: are charged by him 
with folly, and they, confcious of their imperfec- 
tion with refpect to him, cover their faces with 
their wings, whilft they celebrate the perfection of 
his holinefs, who is {fo -glorious in it; though the 
natural heavens may be intended, at leaft not ex- 
cluded, and the luminous bodies in them, as Bé/- 
dad feems to explain it, ch.xxv. 5, 6. the ftars are 
reckoned the more denfe and thick part of the 
heavens, the moon has its fpots, and by later difco- 
veries, it feems the fun, is not without them, and 
the heavens are often covered with clouds and dark- 
nefs, and the prefent ones will be purified with 
fire at the general conflagration, which fuppofes 
them unclean, and they fhall pafs away, and new 
ones fucceed, which implies imperfection in the 
former, or there would be no need of others ; this 
is the proof Eliphaz gives of what he had fugeefted 
in the preceding verte, 
“¥. 16. How. much more abominable and filthy is 
man, &c.| In his natural, corrupt, and unrege- 


4 Y73N? Sy) non pofuit ftabilitatem, Pagninus; immutabilitatem, five perfectionem abfolutam, Vatablus; ! as 
non prodoxit, ‘Tigurine verfion ; non crediturus eflet firmitatem, Junius & Tremellius. < , . 
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felf, caft out to the loathing of his perfon, 


down as an harmlefs thing, yet often 


: ar a 
‘ ™ 7 y * 5 


7 OB Chev, has—a7 


nerate eftate; man, as a creature, was not abomi- 
nable, but becoming finful he is; he is fo in him 


full of wounds, bruifes, and puttifying fores, yea, 
like a dead corrupted carcafs,. for he is de: 
trefpafies and fins; ‘and he appears to be corrupt by 
the abominable works done by him, ‘as all the 
works of the fiefh are; yea, he is abominable to 
himfelf, when made fenfible of his ftate”and cafe ; 
he then abhors himfelf, and repents of ‘his fins, 
he loaths his fins, and himfelf for them; and ‘muft 
be much more fo in the fight of God, who is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, as man is no-_ 
thing elfe than a’ mafs of fin, and therefore muft be 
filthy; for fin is of a defiling nature, it defiles the 
body and all its members, and ‘the foul with all its 
powers and faculties: man is naturally and ‘origi- 
nally filthy, being conceived in fin, and fhapen in 
iniquity ; nor cana clean thing be brought out of 
an unclean; he is internally and univerfally un- 
clean, ‘his heart is a fink of fin, defperately wicked, 
and wickednefs itfelf ; his mind and confcience are 
defiled, and there is no place clean; “and this ap- 
pears outwardly in his actions, in his life and con- 
verfation,- which is filthy alfo; for if the plowing 
of the wicked is fin, and the righteoufhefles of men 
are filthy rags, how impure muft the immoral ac- 
tions of wicked men be? man is fo impure, that 
nothing but the blood of Chrift can purify his 
heart, and purge his confcience from dead works, 
and make white his outward converfation-garment : 
which drinketh iniquity like water; it is as natural 
to him‘to commit iniquity, as it is for a man to 
drink water when he is thirfty, and he does it with 
equal guft, delight, ‘and pleafure 5 as cold water is 
delightful to a thirfty foul, fo is fin to a finner, a 
fweet morfel he holds in his mouth; divers lufts 
are divers pleafures, though thefe pleafurés are but 
for a.feafon: fin, like water, is eafy*to be come 
at, it is near at hand, it eafily befets men, and is 
all around them, and they eafily give into its ever 
one turns to his wicked courfe as readily as the ~ 
horfe rufhes into the battle 5, and the phrafe may 
expreffive of the abundance of fin committed,’ like 
large draughts of water greedily taken down bya 
man a-thirft, and repeated again and again; more- 
over, as water drank enters into men, ahd is taken 
1 Prog very 
hurtful and pernicious to them when drank whilit 
they are hot, and occafions diforders, which iffue 
in death; fo fin, though it may feem harmlefs, 
and be pleafing and refrefhing, going down like 
water, yet it works like poifon, and is the gall of — 
afps within a man, and ends in eternal death, if 
grace prevents not., This is the conclufion and ap- 
plication of the whole to man, arguing from the 
greater to the leffer, and fo proving the impurity 
and imperfection of man, and that he cannot 
clean and righteous before God of himfelf, 

y. 17. I will foew thee, hear me, 8c.) Here 
Eliphaz proceeds to illuftrate and make ain, to 
clear and defend his former fentiment and ropoli- 
tion, and into which the reft of his fritid cp 1e ; 
that only wicked, and not righteous then ate aE 
fliéted of God, efpecially in fuch a manner as Fob 
was ; and he propofes to fhew things worthy of his 
regard, and not fuch vain and appeals things— . 
which Job had uttered ; and in order to ftir upand  - 
engage his attention, he fays what follows: aa 
that which I have jeen I will declare ; what he ha 
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been an eye-witnefs of himfelf; the fame he had 
obferved, ch. iv. 8. and fuch teftimonies are moft 
regarded, and reckoned moft authentic and credi- 
table, efpecially when they come from men of cha- 
racter; fee Luke i. 1, 2. 1 Fobsi. 1. 

¥. 18. Which wife men have told from their fa- 
thers, &c.|] Men wife in the beft fenfe, not to do 
evil, but to do good; not worldly wife men, but 
fuch who have wifdom, found wifdom in the in- 
ward parts; who are wife to falvation, and who 
are partakers of divine and ‘fpiritual wifdom; and 
fuch men, as they would never tell an untruth, fo 
they would never report a falfe or a foolifh thing 
they had heard, nor any thing but upon a good 
teftimony, what they have received from their fa- 
thers, who were alfo wife and good men; and 
therefore fuch a teftimony, though not ocular, but 
by tradition, deferves regard: and have not hid it , 
their fathers did not hide it from them, and what 
they have received from their fathers, they did not 
hide it from their children ; and fo it came to be 
handed down from one to another with great truth, 
exactnefs, and certainty, and to be depended upon, 
fee Pf. xliv. 1. and Ixxviii. 3, 4. 

¥. 19. Unto whom alone the earth was given, 
&c.] Who were entrufted with the government 
of whole kingdoms and nations; and therefore not 

* mean men, but perfons of great confequence, and 
to be credited; being fuch as were appointed by 
God, and by him’ put into fuch an high office, 
for which they were qualified by him; and being 
obferved to be fuch by men, were made choice of 
by them to take the government of them: this is 
not to be reftrained to the land of Canaan, and to 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Facob, to whom it was given, 
and to their pofterity ; and who it is very probable 
at this time did not yet enjoy it; but it refpedts 
more and larger tracts of land, and the rulers of 
them, and at a greater diftance of time, and very 
Aikely Nea and his fons, to whom the whole earth 
‘was given, and by whom it was replenifhed, and 
among whom it was divided; this feems oppofed 
to what fob had faid, ch. ix. 24. and no firanger 
paffed among them, either there was no wicked man 
among them, a ftranger to God and godlinefs; or 
an enemy that invaded them, paffed through them, 
difturbed and difpoffeffed them of their power and 
fubftance ; which fhews how wife and good men 
are regarded by the Lord, and not diftreffed and) 
afflicted as wicked men be; as well as ferves to 
ftrengthen the credit of their character, and the 
‘report received and derived from them by tradition, 
and tacitly glances at Yod’s diftrefs and difturbance 
by the Chaldeans and Sabeans; next follows the ac- 
count of the things either feen by Elipbaz, or 
handed down from fuch credible perfons now de- 
{cribed. 

y. 20. The wicked man travaileth with pain all 
bis days, &cc.] Either to commit iniquity, which 
he is at great pains to do, and even to wearinefs ; 
and, agreeable to the metaphor ufed, he conceives 
it in his heart, he travails with it in his mind, and 
he brings forth falfhood and alye, what difappoints 
him, and-which iffues in death, eternal death, fee 
Pf, vii. 14. Fames i. 14,15. or to get wealth and| none purfues them; they ‘are a Magor Miffabib, a 
riches, in obtaining of which he pierces himfelf| fear to themfelves and all about them’; like Cain, 
through with many forrows; and thefe being like) who fancied and feared, that every mam that met 
thorns, in ufing them he gets many a fcratch, and|him would flay him ; fuch is the effect of a guilty 
has a good deal of trouble, pain and uneafinefs in}confcience : or real; and: thefe either extraordinary 
keeping them, infomuch that he cannot fleep com- | founds, fuch as were made inthe ears‘of the 5 
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fortably through fear of lofing them; wherefore he 
does not enjoy that peace, comfort, and happinefs 
it may be thought he does; and befides all this, he 
has many an inward pain and gripe of confcience 
for his many fins and tranfgteffions, which lie at 
the door of confcience, and when it is opened ruth 
in, and make fad work, and put him to gréat pain 
and diftrefs ; for otherwife this cannot be faid of 
every wicked man, that they are in outward pain 
and diftrefs, or in uncomfortable circumftances, at 
Jeaft in appearance; for of fome it is faid, they are 
not in trouble as other men, neither are they plagued 
like other men, Pf. \xxiii. 5. they live wholly at 
eafe, and are quiet, and die fo, at leaft feemingly : 
fome refttain this to fome particular perfon whom 
Elphaz mightyhave in view; the Targum pard- 
phrafes it of wicked E/au, who it was expected 
would repent, but did not; others think that he 
had in his eye fome notorious oppreffor, that had 
lived formerly, or in his time, as Nimrod, the 
mighty hunter and tyrant, or Chedérlaomer; who 
held for fome years feveral kings in fubjeétion to 
him; but it is much if he does not defign Fob 
himielf ; however, he forms the defcription of the 
wicked man im fuch a manner, that it might as 
near as poffible fuit his cafe, and in many things 
he plainly refers to it: and this is a fad cafe indeed, 
for a wicked man to travail in pain all his days in 
this \life; and in the world to come to fuffer the 
pains, of hell-fire to all eternity ; the pains. of a 
woman, to which the allufion is; are but fhort at 
moft, but thofe of the wicked man are for life, 
yea, for ever ; and among: the reft of his pains of 
mind, efpecially in this world, what follows is one, 
and which gives much uneafinefs: and the number of 
years is hidden-to the opprefor, Mr. Broughton ren- 
ders it, foon numbered years; that is, few, as the 
years of man’s Jife.at moft are but few, and thofe 
of the oppreffor fewer {till, fince bloody and de- 
ceitful men do not live out half the days of the 
years of man’s life, but are oftentimes cut off in 
the midft of their days ; and be they more or fewer, 
they are all numbered and fixed, and the number 
of them is with God; and him only ; they are 
fixed and fettled by the decree of God, and laid up 
in his purpofes, and referved for the oppreffor ; but 
they are a fecret to him, he does not know how 
long he fhall live, or how foon he may die, and 
then there willybbe an end of his oppreffion and ty-+ 
ranny, and of his enjoyment of? his:owealth: and 
riches unjuftly got ; and this frets him, and gives 
him pain, and makes him uneafy ; whereas a good 
man is eafy about it, he. is willing to wait his ap- 
pointed time, till his change comes; he is not fo 
much concerned to know: the time of his death, as 
to be in a -readinefs for it. The Targum para- 
phrafes this of J/hmael the mighty : the oppreffor 
is the fame with the wicked man in the preceding 
claufe. 

¥. 21. A dreadful found is in bis ears, &c.]. Or 
a voice, or found of fears‘, of what caufes fears 5 
and which are either imaginary ; fometimes wicked 
men fear when there is no eaufe or occafion for it; 
they fancy an enemy at their heels, and flee, when 
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hoft, which caufed them to flee, and’ leave their |in his. own apprehenfion, he feems to have nothing 
tents, and all their fubftance in them, 2 Kings vii. }but drawn fwords about him, or a {word hanging — 
6. or ordinary, as the found of the trumpet, the}over his head, or the judgments of God ready to 
_alarm of war, wars and rumours which are very|fall upon him for his fins ; for he having killed 
terrible, efpecially to fome perfons ; or founds of jothers with the fword, muft expect to be killed 
fears, reports of one calamity after another, which | with it himfelf. =~ . re om 
caufe fears ; and fo may refpect Fob’s troubles, and} ¥. 23. He wandéreth abroad for bread, &c. J 
the dreadful found of them in his ears, brought by | Either as a plunderer and robber, he roves about © 
one mefienger of bad tidings after another: bufthere}to increafe his worldly power and fubftance ; or 
is a more dreadful found than either of thefe, which|rather being reduced to poverty, wanders about 
is fometimes in the ears of wicked men; the terrors}from place to place, from door to door, to beg his” 
of the law of God broken by them, the menaces|bread; which is a curfe imprecated on the pofterity 
and curfes of it, and a found of hell and damnation, Jof wicked men, P/. cix. 10. /aying, where is it? 
which continually rings in their ears, and fills them} where is bread to be had ? where fhall I go for it ? 
with horror and black defpair; and fo the Targum, }where lives a liberal man that will give it freely 
«« the voice or found of the fearsyin hell is in his}and generoufly ? by this queftion it feems as if it 
ears; and among the reft of his fears what fol-jwas difficult for fuch a man to get his bread by 
lows is one,;and fo fome conneét the words, that * 


begging; he having been cruel and oppreffive to 
in profperity the deftrayer foall come upon bim , either }others, unkind and ungenerous in his time of pro- 
God the lawgiver, whofe law he has tranfgreffed, |{perity, now finds but few that care to relieve him ; 
_and who is able, as to fave his people, ‘fo to deftroy }and indeed a man that has not fhewn mercy to the 
the wicked, foul and body in hell; and deftruc-|indigent, when in his power to have relieved them, 
tion from the Almighty, ‘od himfelf fays, was a}cannot expect mercy will be fhown to him; this 
terror to him, ch. xxxi. 23. or a deftroying angel, |he does, wanders about, feeking food, wherefoever 
fuch an one as went through the land of Egypt,|be is": be knoweth that the day of darknefs is ready 
and deftroyed the firft-born, and into the camp of 


at his band; either that a day of affliction and ad- 
Jfrael, when they committed fin, and were deftroy- verfity is coming upon him, perceiving his affairs 
ed of the deftroyer; or fome enemy, plunderer, 


to grow worfe and worfe, or to be immediately and 
and robber, fuch as the Sabeans and Chaldeans\already on him, which obliges him to wander about 
were, and to whom refpect may be had; or even 


for bread; or that the day of death is at hand, 
the devil himfelf, Apollyon, the deftroyer of the} which he is made fenfible of by one fymptom or 
fouls of men, and who fometimes wicked men fear 


another 5 or rather it may be the day of everlafting 
will come and carry them away, foul and body, to} darknefs in hell, the wrath of God to the uttermotft 
hell ; or it may be death is meant, which kills and 


he has deferved; he finds the day of judgment is at 
‘deftroys: all men; and wicked men are afraid hand, and the judge at the door, and in a fhort 
thar in the midft of all their peace and profperity 


tome he muft receive the reward of eternal ven- 
fadden . deftruétion by ‘death fhould ‘come’ upon} geance for the wicked deeds he has done; for fo 
them, like a thief in the night, and remove them|the words may be rendered, that the day of dark- 
from all their enjoyments ; and whether they are 


nefs is prepared by his band*, by the evil works 
ofnounder any fearful apprehenfions of this, it}his hand has wrought, and fo has treafured up to 
ceftainly will be their cafe. 


himfelf wrath again{t the day of wrath, and righ- 
_ oy. 22. He believeth not that be foall return out of|teous judgment of God. 
darknefs, &cc.] When he lies down.at night he] ¥. 24. Trouble and anguifh fhall make him afraid, 
defpairs of ever feeing the light of the morning} &c.] Either his prefent troubles hall frighten him, 
through fear of an enemy, a robber, a murderer, they being fo very difmal, terrible and diftreffing, 
or of one difafter or another, Deut. xxviii. 66, 


and make him fear that others were coming on, 
67. or when he is in any affliction and calamity, 


more dreadful and formidable; or thofe troubles 
which is often fignified by darknefs, he can’t per-|he fears will be his portion hereafter, thefe terrify 
fuade himfelf that he fhall ever be delivered out of 


him beyond meafure,. even that indignation and 
it, and ‘reftored to his former condition again’; andj wrath, tribulation and anguifh that fhall come upon 
here Eliphaz feems to glance at ob, who had no 


every foul of man that doth evil, Rom. ii. 8, 9. 
hope of his being brought into fuch a ftate of|sbey shall prevail againft bim as a king ready to ai 
profperity he had been in; whereas good men, 


battle ; that is, trouble and anguifh fhall prevail 
when. in darknefs, believe they hall be brought} againft him ; he will be no more able to refift them, 
again to the light, as the church in Mic. vii. 8, 9. 


than a very. inferior force, or even a fingle man is 
or the infidel, who knows he muft be laid in the] able to refift a warlike king, attended with a nu- 
dark and filent grave; the heathen man, fuch as}merous army, and thefe fet in battle-array ; “flch 
were many of the neighbours of Eiiphaz, the Idu-|a man’s troubles will come upon him as an armed 
means, anong whom he dwelt, who were without} man, againft which he cannot ftand; the Targum 
the hope of a glorious refurrection ; and which is > 


is, * they hall furround him as a king prepared 
an article of pure’revelation, and which the idola-] for a footftool;” who being taken by the enemy 
trous heathen were ftrangers to, and fo believed it feback 


fhall be ufed asa footftool to mount on horfeback ; 
not, or any deliverance from the grave; or this 
may refpect the blacknefS of darknefs, the outer 


and-as the word has the fignification of a globe or 
ball, fee 7. xxii. 18. fome think it has refpeét to 
darknefs, the darknefs of hell, which when once a 
wicked man is ‘caft into, and enveloped with, he 


the manner of’ kings, when taken captive, put 
defpairs, as he well may, of ever being delivered 


into an + iron cage, as Bajazet was by Tamer- 
Jane , or into an iron hoop, bound hand and foor, 

out of it: and he is waited for of the fword, or by ' 

them that kill with the fword, as the Targum, who 


and hung up in chains ; or, as Ben Gerfom thinks, 
lie in wait for him, to rob him, and kill him ; or 


to the manner of drowning perfons, who ufed to 
tied hand and foot, as if rolled up inthe form of . 
globe, 


« Vaftatorem invafurum eum, Junius & Tremellius. ¥ So Noldius in Ebr, Concord. part. p- 27. WY, 72 . 
fuis factis, Tigurine verfion ; per manum fuam, Schmidt, , 
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globe, and fo caft into the water ; but rather the] new, and with’ a_ brow like brafs : upon the thick 
reference is to an army, befieging a place all-around] dofes of bis bucklers ; alluding to fhields, imbofled 
in the form of a ball or globe, fo that there is no|in the middle, where they are thicker than in the 
efcaping them ; or rather it may be toa king draw-jother parts, and ufed to have a fpike of iron fet in 
ing up his army in fuch a form, ready to engage in} the middle; fo that it was daring and dangerous to 
battle 5 or putting it in fuch a pofition when in-jrun upon them: thefe may defign the perfections 
camped or intrenched, waiting the motion of the|/of God, denied by the wicked man ; or his provi- 
enemy}; fee 1 Sam. xxvi. 5. and fuch are the trou- dential difpenfations, defpifed by him ; or his pur- 
bles that furround and prevail againft a wicked man,|poles and decrees ridiculed, replied unto, and dif 
fee If, xxix. 3. the reafons of the wicked man be- puted ; or the flaming {word of juftice, and the 
ing brought into fuch a woful condition fol-jcurfes of a righteous law, in defiance of which 
lan wicked men go en.in fin : or with the boffes of bis 
¥. 25. For he ftretcheth out bis band againft God,|bucklers* ; with all his family, as Schmidt ; or em- 
&c.] Being an hater of him, an enemy to him, ploying all his wealth and riches, his power and aus 
yea enmity itfelf againft him ; an enemy in his thority, againft God, and _the intereft of religion in 
mind, which appears by his wicked works, which|the world. Some underftand this of God, meeting 
are fo many acts of hoftility againft God; all fins|the wicked man, ftretching out his hand, and 
are againft God, his ‘nature, his will, his law, and ftrengthening himfelf againft him, as if he, God, 
all his remonftrances, exhortations, cautions, and|ran upon the wicked man, and upon his neck, and 
inftructions; but fome are more’daring and impu-|took him by it, and fhook him ; as inch, xvi. 12. 
dent than others, or are committed in a more open, and upon the thick bofies of his buckler, his bones. 
bold, and audacious manner, as were thofe commit-|and nerves, as Mr. Broughton; or.on his power and 
ted by the inhabitants of Sodom, and thofe who wealth, which are not able to fecure him from the 
are fimilar to them ; elpecially fuch as ftrike at the|vengeance of the Almighty; but the former fenfe 
being of God and his perfections, his providence |feems bett. ; 
and government of the world ; and fuch as deny} ¥. 27. Becaufe be covereth his face with his fate 
thefe may moft truly ‘be faid to ftretch out their|#e/s, &c.] He has no fear of God, nor fhame for 
hands againft God, and ftrike at him: and'this may |his fin ; he bluthes not to.rife. up againft God in 
regard not only fins committed againft the light of|the manner he does, becaufe his eyes ftand out with 
nature, and the law of God, but againft the evan-|fatnefs; or rather his face is covered with it, that 
gelic revelation, fhe doctrines of the gofpel, and|jis; he abounds in riches, he enjoys great profpe- 
the ordinances of it; for fuch who deny the one,|rity, a large affluence of all good things ; and this 
and reject the other, openly oppofe themfelves tojmakes him haughty and imperious, neither to 
God, and expofe themfelves to his'wrath.and-ven-|fear. God, nor regard man, like .Feburun, who 
geance ; for of how much forer punifhment fhall|when he waxed fat, was grown thick, and:covered 
fuch be thought worthy, who trample Chri# and his|with fatne/s, kicked againft God, and his provi- 
blood under foot, defpife and difobey his gofpel : |dences, finned and rebelled againft him ; Sorfook 
and ftrengtheneth bimfelf againft the Almighty; by|God which made bim, and lightly efeemed the rock of 
hardening his heart againft him as Pharaob did ;|61s falvation, Deut. xxxii. 15. and. to the fame 
by putting on a bold and brazen countenance, by|purpofe is: the following claufe : ad maketh collops 
fetting his mouth againft God in heaven, and fuffer-|of fat az bis flanks ; a delcription of a very fat man, 
ing his tongue to walk-through the earth, fearingjand one that pampers the flefh, and indulges him- 
neither God nor man ; by entering into a friendfhip|felf in eating and drinking ; and, figuratively, of 
with the world, and making alliances with the ene-|one that abounds in the good things of this world, 
mies of God, even by making a covenant with|and which make him vain and proud, and lead him 
death, and an agreement with ‘hell; all which is}on tocommit fin in a bold and daring way, pro- 
egregious folly and madnefs: for a finful man to|mifing himfelf impunity in it, but withouc any 
oppofe himfelf to God, is to fet briars and thorns|juft ground for ir, as the following veries thew; 
to a confuming fire ; for a weak feeble creature to perhaps fome refpect may be had to ¥0d’s children 
fet himfelf againft the Almighty, who can crufh him feafting:with one another in their profperity, which 
in a moment, and fend him down to hell, is the|led on to fin, and iffued in their ruin, as Elipbaz 
height of folly ; let the pottherds ftrive with the}would fuggeft. . / 
potfherds. of the earth, but not man with his ma-| y.28. dud be dwelleth in defolate. cities, &c.} 
ker ; who ever ftrengthened: or hardened himfelf}This is: either a continuation of the account of 
againft him, and profpered ? the wicked man’s profperity, which makes him 
y. 26. He runneth upon him, even on his neck,|haughty ; fuch is his might and power, that he de- 
&c.] Asa fierce and furious enemy runs upon an-|ftroys cities and palaces, built and enjoyed by. others, 
other with great wrath and fury; as the he-goat in|and then out. of the ruins of them builds greater 
Daniels vifion ran upon-the'ram, in the fury of his| cities and more noble palaces, to perpetuate. his 
power, that is, Alexander upon: Darius; which\name to pofterity ; which fenfe agrees with ch. 
inftance Bar Tzemach refers to ; and as an adver-|iii.. 14. and with the Targum, ‘* and he makes ta- 
fary, who throws down his weapons, and goes in|bernacles in defert cities, that he may dwell in 
to clofer quarters, and takes his antagonift' by the|houfes which were not inhabited ;” and fo Ben Ger- 
throat, or round the neck, in order tothrow him|/om: and hence becaufe of his fuccels among men, 
down to the ground 5 in fuch a bold and infolent|and the grandeur he lives in, his heart is lifted up, 
manner does the wicked man encounter with God ; |and his hand is ftretched out againft God; or elfe 
he makes up to him, and flies in his face, and moft|this mayexprefs the finful courfe of life fuch.a man 
audacioufly attacks him: or he runs upon him|lives, who chufes to dwell in defolate places, and 
with his neck”; with a ftretched-out neck, in the|deferts, to do hurt to others, tq feize upon travellers 
moft haughty manner, with aneck like an iron fi-}as they pafs by, and reb and plunder ners of their 
ubftance, 
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fubftance, fitting and waiting for them in fuch|rife up to the former pitch it did; but being, fallen , 


places, as the : : 
2. which is the fenfe of fome, as dben Ezra ob-| the perfection of it upon the earth , though indeed 


ferves ; or rather this points at the punifhment of there is no perfection in the creature, nor in creature- 
the wicked man, who though for the prefent may|enjoyments, nor in outward riches and fubftance ; 
be in great prefperity, poffefied of large cities and fuch as have had the largeft fhare of them, as Da- 
ftately palaces, yet or dut*, for fo the particle|vid and Solomon, have declared they have feen an 
may be rendered, be dwelleth in defolate cities in end of all perfection, and that all things, the high- 
fach as fhall become defolate, being deftroyed by a eft enjoyments, are vanity and vexation of fpirit ; 
fuperior enemy, that fhall come upon him; orjyet when men are got to the fummit, and height, 
through his fubjeéts forfaking him, not being able|and. perfection of outward happinefs, as they or 
to bear his tyranny and cruelty ; or he fhall bejothers may think, this is not prolonged, or con- 
driven from his dominions by them, and beobliged|tinued long in the earth, or they continued in it ; 
to fly, and dwell in defert places 5 or he fhall chufe| but often are fuddenly caft down from the pinnacle 
to dwell there, through the horrors of a guilty of honour, wealth, and riches ; hence fome render 
confcience ; or beft of all, he fhall be reduced tothe words, and their profperity fhall not be fixed into 
fuch diftrefs and poverty, that he fhall not have athe earth’; fhall not take root, though it may 
houfe fit to dwell in ; but /hall inhabit the parched\feem to do, Fer. xii. 2. and fo fhall not {pread it- 
places in the wildernefs, in a falt land, and not inha-\felf as a tree well rooted does ; and as does the fpi- 
bited, Fer. xvii. 6. as follows : and in houfes which|ritual profperity, perfection, and fulnefs of good 
no man inbabiteth, which are ready to become heaps ;;men, which they have in and by Chri; being 
fuch as have been deferted by their former inhabi-jrooted in the leve of God, in the grace of Chrift, 
tants, becaufe come to decay, and ready to falljand having the root of the matter in them, they 
down upon them, and become heaps of ftones and|caft forth their roots as Lebanon, and their branches 
rubbifh. : {pread, and they are full of the fruits and bleffings 

y¥. 29. He foall not be rich, &c.] Though his|of grace, Ho/. xiv. 5, 6. 
heart is fet upon it, he is determined at any rate to} ¥. 30. He fall not depart out of darknefs, &c.] 
be rich ; he labours for it with all his might and|Out of the darknefs of poverty, calamity, and 
main, and yet fhall not attain what he is fo defirous|diftrefs. he comes into, and indeed he defpairs of it 
of ; many who take a great deal of pains to be|himfelf, as in y. 22. and in a {piritual fenfe he de- 
rich, and even in a lawful way, and are men of|parts not out of the darknefs of fin, out of the 
underftanding in trade and bufinefs, and yet riches|dark ftate of unregeneracy ; nor will he depart out 


Be. 
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Arabian in the wildernefs, Fer. iii.|into poverty there they lie : neither shall be prolong 


are not their portion; and fome who get a great 
deal, yet don’t grow rich ; what they get, they 


of the blacknefs and darknefs referved for him 
hereafter, when he is once come into it: the flame 


put into a bag of holes, and it drops through as foall dry up bis branches ; alluding either to a vio- 


faft as they put in; what they get in one finful 
way, they confume in another, and fo are always 
poor ; and others, though they have amaffed to- 
gether a vaft fubftance, yet ftill are but poor men, 
not ufing what they have either for their own good, 
or the good of others ; and not being content with 
what they have, but always craving more, and fo 
are even poor in their own account, not having 
what they would have: however, fuch a man is 
not rich towards God ; for in godly and {fpiritual 
things, he is deftitute of the true riches of grace, 
and has no title to the riches of glory ; and as for 
his earthly riches, thefe fhall not endure, though 
he may be rich for the prefent, he will not be al- 
ways fo; and this fenfe the next claufe confirms : 
neither foall his fubftance continue , or his firength® , 
his power and might, a rich man’s wealth being his 
ftrong city, in which he places his truft and confi- 
dence ; riches ate called /ud/tance, though they are 
but a fhadow, yea, mere non-entities, things that 
are nat, in comparifon of heavenly things; fee Prov. 
xxiii. 5. and viii. 22. at leaft they are notan en- 
during fubftance ; they are uncertain things, here} 
to-day, and gone to morrow ; that make them- 
felves wings, and fly away from the owners of them ; 
or they are taken away from them, and are not 
like the riches of grace, which are durable riches ; 
or like thofe of glory ; but by one means or an- 
other, are taken out of the hands of the poffeffors 
of them, and they are reduced to poverty : and 
this their fubjtance fhall not rife ; or rather, not rife 
again®, as the word may be rendered ; notwith- 
ftanding all the pains they may take, their fub- 
ftance fhall not rife, grow, and increafe ; or not 


2 So the Annotator of the Aflembly of Divines: 
© Dip’ N7 neque refurgent opes ejus, Schmidt. 
V. L. & non pangetur in terram profperitas eorum, Schultens, 


lent drought and heat, which dries up paftures 
herbs, and trees, and the branches of them; or to 
awind, as the Septuagint, a burning wind, in the 
eaftern countries, which confumed all green things ; 
or to a flafh of lightning, which fhatters, ftrips, 
and deftroys branches of trees : here it may fignify 
the wrath of God, like a flame of fire confuming 
the wealth and fubftance, and families of wicked 
men ; whofe children particularly may be compared 
to branches, and fo refpect may be had to: Fod’s 
children, who were fuddenly deftroyed by a vio- 
lent wind, which threw down the houfe in which 
they were: and by the breath of his mouth fhall be 
go away; out of the world, a phrafe expreflive of 
death ; either becaufe of the breath of his own 
mouth, .as fome in Yarchi, becaufe of his blafphe- 
mies againft God and his people, becaufe of his 
curfing and {wearing his mouth is full of, and the 
many vain, foolifh, and idle words which come 
out of it, and for which he will be condemned ; or 
rather ‘* by the breath of the mouth of God,” as 
the Targum ; either according to his purpofe and 
decree, and by his order, and the word that goes 
out of his mouth ; the wicked man fhall be obliged 
to depart out of the world at once, being ftruck 
dead by him, as Ananias and Sappbira were ; or 
by his powerful wrath and vengeance, whofe breath 
is as a ftream of brimftone, and with which he 
will flay the wicked of the earth, and particularly 
will confume the wicked one, Antichrift, even 
with the fpirit of his mouth, and with the bright- 
nefs of his coming, Jf xi. 4. 2 Thef. ii. 8. 
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¥. 31. Let not him that is deceived truft in vanity, 


&c.] Every wicked man is deceived, either 


Satan, 


b yn ejus robur, Mercerus; potentia ejas, Drufius. 
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“Satan, who deceives the whole world, deceived|through rottennefs ; fo it is fignified by this meta- 
our firft parents, and deceives all their pofterity,|phor, that 4 wicked man fhould be {tript of his 
‘not only prophane finners, but many profeffors of|wealth and riches in a fudden manner 3; or his chil- 
religion alfo ; or by their own hearts, which are] dren fhould be fnatched from him in their youth, be- 
deceitful and defperately wicked; or through the|fore they were well grown up to maturity, and fo 
deceitfulnefs of fin, which promifes profit, plea-|like the unripe grape ; perhaps refpect is had to 
fure, and liberty, and iffues in ruin, pain, and] ¥0b’s cafe; both with regard to his fubftance and 
bondage; and through the deceitfulnefs of riches, | his family : and fhall caft off his flower as the 
which promife that fatisfaction they do not give ;|o/ive ; which tree when thaken in a violent manner, 
and fuch as are deceived in this manner are prone|drops its flower, and fo brings forth no fruit; itis 
to truft in vanity ;in men, whoin every fate, high |obferved: by naturalifts*, that thele two trees, the 
or low, are altogether vanity ; and in creature-en- vine and the olive, flourifh much about.the fame 
joyments, in outward riches and wealth, which are|time, and often fuffer much by ftorms and tempefts, 
all vanity and vexation of {pirit ; and in their own| which deftroy, their fruits, and efpecially when rain 
hearts, and the vanity of their minds, which to do|falls piihe time of their fowering ; the fame thing 
is extreme folly; and'in their righteoufhefs and ex-|is intended in this claufe.as in the former. . 
ternal privileges, which will be of no fervice to] y. 34, Lor the congregation of hypocrites thall be 
them, as to their acceptance with God, and eternal | de/olaze, &c.] Hypocrites are fuch- who feem to 
happinefs ; and therefore truft in whatfoever is|be, and would be thought to be what they are not ; 
vain and empty, and affords no folid fatisfaction,|they are outwardly righteous before men, but ins 
real pleafure, and advantage, is here dehorted| wardly very wicked ; havea form of godlinefs, but 
from ; unlefs the words will be allowed tobe juftly|are deftitute of the power of it; pretend to much 
rendered, as I'think they may, fru/t not in bim that|religion, and to be worfhippers of God, when it is 
is deceived by vanity ; by any of the above vain|only in outward appearance, and not in reality and 
things, fince “he muft himfelf be a vain man, and] fincerity : and fuch,as thefe have been in the con- 
therefore not to be confided in; to which {enfe the] gregations of the, righteous, in all ages ; -but here 
Targum inclines ; ** he will not (or fhould not) be-| Eiphaz fpeaks of a congregation of them, a fociety, 
lieve in a fon of tan, (or in a man) who errs|a family of them ; and very probably has his eye 
through falfhood ;” the reafon diffuading from it]upon ¥0d’s, and would reprefent hereby, that he, 
follows : for vanity fhail be bis recompenfe , all that|the head of his family, and his children, when liv- 
a man gets by trufting in vanity, or by trufting in|ing,. and his fervants and affociates, were all hypo- 
a man deceived, is nothing but emptinefS and va-|crites, and now become defolate, reduced to want 
nity ; he gets nothing folid and fubftantial, that|and poverty, and in diftreffed circumftances : or 
will be of any advantage to him here or hereafter ;|were /olitary' and alone, as the word is rendered 
and yet this he will not eafily believe ; and fo Beza|in ch. iii. 7. deftitute of friends, and of the com- 
reads the words, be that is deceived by vanity will not | forts of life y and perhaps reference may be had to 
believe that vanity fhall be his recompenje. the future ftate of fuch, when they fhall aloud be 
¥. 32. It foalibe accomplifbed before bis time, &c.]|bid to depart from God, have no fociety with an+ 
Hither the recompence or reward of his trufting in| gels: and faints, but fhall. have their portion with 
Vanity, in vain perfons or things, the punifhment]thofe of the fame character with them, hypocrites, 
of fuch a truft, the forrows and troubles follow-|in the higheft degree, of torment and mifery, Matt. 
ing upon it ; thefe fhall come upon the wicked man|xxiv. 51. and fire fhall gonfume the tabernacles of 
before bis day‘, as it may be rendered; before the bribery , either fuch tents,.or houfes, as were built 
day of his death, even before his old age ; before| with money taken as bribes ; fee Had. ii. 12. or 
the evil days come in a courfe of nature, and thofe| where fuch who ,rétéived bribes dwelt ; unjutt 
years in which he has no pleafure : or his life, and|judges, who took a gift that blinds the eyes, to 
the days of his life, foal? be filled up* or be at an| pervert juftice.. ob is afterwards by Ekiphaz repre- 
end before his time; not before the time fixed in| {ented as if he was.an oppreffor, a wicked magi- 
the decree and purpofe of God, ch. xiv. 5. but be-|{trate, and guilty of fuch like crimes as here point- 
fore his own time, that he and his friends thought}ed at, ch. xxii. 6—g. and the frre faid to confume 
he might have lived, ‘and as his healthful conftitu-| the dwelling-places of fuch, may be underftood 
tion promifed ; or before the then common term| either of material fire, fuch as came down from 
of human life; and fo the phrafe is expreffive of] heaven, and deftroyed Foé’s fheep; or figuratively, 
an immature death: and bis branch fhall not be\the wrath of God often, compared to fire, which 
green ; but dried up and wither away ; his wealth] would appear in one way or another, to the utter 
and riches, his children and family, be utterly ex-|ruin of fuch perfons, their habitations, and thofe 
tinct ; inftead of being like a branch, green and] that dwelt in them. 
flourifhing, fhall be like a dry ftick, ufelefsand| y¥. 35. They conceive mifcbief, 8¢c.]. That. is, 
unprofitable, only fit for burning ; fee ¥. 30. fuch wicked perfons, as before defcribed ; they me- 
' ¥. 33. He foall foake off his unripe grape as the| ditate fin in their minds, and contrive how to com- 
ine, ec.) Hither the wicked man himfelf fhall| mit ic, and form {chemes within themfelves to do 
fhake off or lofe his fubftance ; or God thall thake| mifchief to others : and they bring forth vanity 5 or 
off from him all that was dear and valuable to him ;|fin ; for luft when it is conceived bringeth forth 
or he fhall be fhaken by one providence or another, | fin, and that is vanity, an empty thing, and neither 
juft as a vineis fhaken by a violent wind and tem-| yields profit nor pleafure in the iffue, but that which 
eft, and its unripe prapes are battered off by anjis ufelefs and unferviceable, yea hurtful and ruin- 
Pail’ ftorm, or plucked off by the hand, or dropofflous ; for fin when it is finifhed, bringeth forth 
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ated or provoked thee! to make «reply A here ‘¥ob\ mouth,!8ec!}i Comfortnthém! with theowordsiof hi¢ 
feems to have thought that he had faid: nothing that mouth; fo.God ftrengthens hispeople »withiftrenetht 
was irritating, tho’ it is notorious he ‘had; fuch were}in their: fouls, when he ‘ahfwers them with good and 
his grief,and troubles ;.and:fo well: affured: he was comfortable PRUNE 3 ant ‘angel ftrengthened ‘Chriftt 
of his being inthe right,’ that the harfh and fevere|jas. man? whemin’ an‘agonyy comforting himyfug’ 
words and.expreffions he had ufed, were not thought Igetting comfortable things l:to ‘him ; fo'one “faint? 
by him to have exceeded «due bounds, fuchiass ch. ‘may {trengthen «and: comfort: another when * in! 
Xie (263. and xiii2hi query | diftrefsy whether of foubor body ; fee ‘Pf *cxxXxviii. 
¥. 40 Lalfa ‘could peck as ye da, Bec. ‘Asi big} 3. Luke Xxii. 43.32. and thus fod" had) ftrengthen~ 
words, with: as high a tone, with as dtiffi sa: fens ed andicomforted:others;'* with‘his. words in former’ 
aod as haughtily and loftily,; or ought I :to\/peak jcimes, as Eltphaz himfelf owns, ‘ch. ‘ivi 3.4. and! 
asyou do"? that L ought not, nor would you think fo he would againy were ‘there a*change’ in‘ his ‘cir! 
L ought, if\you, were in my: cafe; or being fo, would cumftances,. and objects prefented's and themoving 
I Speak esyoudo"?, no, I would not; my confcience of my lips: fhould\affwage your grief 5 5 words uttered 
would -notifuffer mez if your foul were:in my fouls| by him, which are done by the moving of the’ lips; 
fread ;sin, the‘fame afflicted ftate and condition, in} fhould be fuch as ‘would have‘a tendency: tovallay 
the fame-diftrefied cafe and. circumftances’; not that] grief, to ftop, reftrain, forbid and leffen fortow; at 
he withed iit,as:fome render:the words, : ‘for a good leaft thatiit might not break’ out in an extravagant 
man will.not:with hurt: to-another ; only :he fappo: Way, and exceed bounds, and that-his friends: might 
fes this, as it was a cafe {uppofeabe, and not impof'/not-be {wallowed up with overmuch forrow. 
fible to be a fact, fome timeor another, in this ftate| y. 6. Though L\/peak; my grief is not affwaged, Bcc. } 
of uncertainty, and changé; however.it is «right :to} Tho” he: fpoke to Godin prayer, and intreated ‘for 
put ourfelves; in the calé of others in ‘our own|fome abatement of his: forrows, he got no'relief ; 
imaginations» that. fo. it «may ibe confidered in‘the|and tho’ he {poke to himfelf in foliloquies; his:for- 
proper, point/of view, and :we may. better) judge|row was not repreffed’ nor leflened’; he could notad- 
how we fhould chufe to be treatedvourfelves in-fuch| minifter.comfort to himfelf inthe prefent cafe, tho’ 
circumftances,iand-fo teach us'to do that to-others,|he mighb-to others in like circumftances, if Hig own 
as we would have done to ourfelves: J could‘beap| were changed ; and though J forbear fpeaking, hold. 
up words againft you; talk:as fatt'as you to me, and|my peace, «and fay nothing, »abat am I eased ? or 
run you down with .a great torrent of words. ;°'7ob| what goes from me‘? nov) any “thing of my trouble 
had a great fluency, he:talked a'gréat deal in his af-}or grief ;{ometimes a man {peaking of his troubles 
flicted ftate,too much as-his ‘friends thought, who}to his friends gives vent to his grief, and he is fome- 
reprefent him: as dealing in.a multitude of «words,| what eafed; and on the other hand being filent 
and asa very talkative many. ch. viii. 2. and xi. 2.]about it, he forgets it, and it goes off; but in nei- 
and what could«he have done, had he-his health, |ther of thofe ways could) 70d be releafed : or it may 
and, in» profperous circumftances as formerly ?}be his fenfe is, that when he {pake of his affliction, 
he could have brought, many, charges and accufa-|and attempted to vindicate his character, he was re- 
tions againft them, as they«had again{ft him: or|prefented as an impatient.and paffionate man, if not 
would [ heap up words againft you, or ought J &c.°°|as blafphemous, fo that his grief was rather increaf 
no, itwould not. be my:duty, nor would Ido it ;jed, than affwaged 5: and:if) he*-was filent that was 
humanity and good fenfe would) never have allow- interpreted a conftioufnels of his guilt ; fo'that let 
ed me to do it; but on the contrary; J would bave| him take» what courfe' he would, ? twas. much ‘the 
joined myfelf with you, in a focial free~and . familiar] fame, he could get no eafe nor ccomforti! 
manner in words, ? in. a: friendly conjunétion with] ¥. 7. But now he hathmade: me weary,’ &ci} Orr 
you, fo the words ‘may be read and paraphrafed ;|7t bath made) me weary "s that is, my grief, a8 it ‘may 
I would have come and paid you a vifit, and fat be fupplied from the former verfe; or rather'God, as 
down by you, and entered into a kind and compaf-|appears from the next: claute, and from ‘the follow: 
fionate confabulation: with you about your'cafe and]ing. verfe,~ where hei is manifeftly addreffed 5 - who 
condition, and done all I could to comfortryou ; 1 by: raffiicting him had made. him weary of the world, 
would have framed and compofed. (as the wotd!and all things i in! it,evenvof his very: life; ‘ch. oxo 17 
ufed fignifies) a fet. difcourfe on purpole ; I would)his: afflictions were: fo heavy: upon himy and prefled 
haye fought out all the acceptable words, and put{ him fovbard, that his life;was a burden to him’; they 
them together in the beft. manner I could for you %;| were heavierythan the fand of the - fea, and his 
had | the tongue of the learned, I would have made ftrength was not equal to thems he could fcarcely 
ule. of it, to have fpoken a word in feafon to you :|drag along, was ready to fink’:and lie \down! under 
and foakemine bead at you by way of fcorn and de-} the. ‘weight of them: thou'haft made: defolate’ all'my 
rifion, that is, he could have done it as:well as they-;| company, ot congregation “; the: congrepation of faints - 
fhaking the head is ufed as a fign of contempt, P/:|that met at his: houle for religious worfhip,.asfome 
_ xxii. 8. Lameiii ng..0r would I, or ought] to yhake\ think, which now thro’ his‘affliction was brokeup, 
my bead at you" if in my cafe ?\no, I would not, as.1} whom ‘Efiphaz had called a*congregation: of: hypo~ 
ought not, I. would:have feorned:to have done it ;|crites,: ch. xv.34. which paffage Job may’ have re- 
or the fenfe:may be, J would have foook my head at| \pect untoyor rather his, family,-hischildreny which’ 
you, in a way of pity; bemoaning, lamenting, and|were taken away from him: the Jews fay *, ten’ per- 
condoling your cafe’; fee Fod xii, 11. Nahum iii. 7.| fons im any place make a congregation’ this was jutt 
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daughters; or it may be hémay have réfpeét to his jan unguarded manner, yet perhaps we fhall not find 
friends, that came to vifit him, who were moved is any part of this book, things exprefléd, and the lan- 
and ftupified as it were at the fight of him and his |guage in which they are exprefled, more fimilar and 
afflictions, as the word” is: by fome tranflated, and | to be accommodated to the: cafe, and forrows, and 
who were alienated from him; were not friendly | fufferings of Chrift, than in this context; for tho’ 
to him, nor adminiftered to him any comfort ; fo} he was the fon of God’s love, his dear and well be- 
that they were as if he had none, or worfe. loved fon, yet as he was the furety of his people, 
y¥. 8. And thou haft filled me with wrinkles, &c.j\and bore and fuflered punifhment in their ftead, 
Not thro’ old age, but thro” affliction, which had|juftice behaved towards him as tho’ there was a re- 
funk his flefh; and made furrows in him, fo that he|fentment unto him, and an averfion of him yea, hé 
looked older than he was, and was madeold thereby|fays shite baft caft off and abborrid, thou baft been 
- before his time ; fee Lam. iii. 4. for this isto be un-|wroth with thine Anointed or Meffiah, Pf. Ixxxix. 
derftood of his body, for as for his foul, that thro’| 38. and indeed he did bear the wrath of God, the 
the graceof God, and righteoufnefs of Chrift, was | vengeance of juftice or curfe of the righteous law ; 
without fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing: which|and was fuffered to be torn in every fenfe, his tem- 
is a witne/s againft me; as it was improved by his|ples with a crown of thorns, his cheeks: by thote. 
friends, who reprefented his afflictions as proofs and |that plucked off the hair, his hands and feet by the 
teftimonies of his being a bad man ; tho’ thefe|nails driven in them, and his fide by the {pear ; and 
wrinkles were witnefles for him, as it may be as well |his life was torn, fnatched and: taken’away from 
fupplied, that he really was an afflicted man : and |him in a violent manner: be gnajheth upon me with 
my leanne/s rifing up in me; his bones ftanding up, and | dis teeth ; as men do when they are full of wrath and 
ftanding out, and having fearce any thing on them /|fury : this is one way of fhewing it, as the enemies 
but fkin, the fiefh being gone : deareth witnefs to\of David, a type of Chrift, and the flayers of 
my face ; openly, manifeltly, to full conviction ; not|Stephen his proto-martyr did, Pf xxxv. 16. Ads 
that he was a finful man, but an afflicted man; |vii. 34. and as beafts of prey, fuch as the lion, 
Eliphaz had no reafon to talk to Fob of a wicked |wolf, 8c. do: mine enemy foarpeneth bis eyes upon 
man’s face being covered with fatnefs, and of col-|me;, the Targum adds as-a razor. Here again fod 
lops of fat on his flanks, ch. xv. 27. i confiders God as his enemy though he was not, 
¥. g. He teareth me in bis wrath, who bateth me, |mifinterpreting his dealings with him ; he repre- 
&c.] By whom is meant not fatan as Farchi,tho’ he | fents him as looking out fharp after him, infpecting 
is an enemy to, and an hater of mankind, efpecially {narrowly into all his ways and works and actions, 
of good men; nor L£iiphaz, asothers, who had, |ftriétly obferving his failings and infirmities, calling 
fallen upon Fob with a great deal of wrath and fury,|him to an account, and afflicting him for them, 
tearing his character in pieces, which od attributed |and dealing rigidly and feverely with him for any 
to his hatred of him ; but it rather appears from the] {mall offence: his eyes feemed to him to be like 
context, that God himfelf is intended, of whom 7ed| flames of fire, to fparkle with wrath and revenge 3 
had now a miftaken notion and apprehenfion ; taking} his face, as he imagined, was fet againft him, and 
him for his enemy, being treated by him, as hejhis eyes upon him to deftroy him; and thus the 
thought, as if he had an averfion to him, and an|eye of vindictive juftice was upon Chrift his anti- 
hatred of him ; whereas God hates none of his crea-|type, when he was made fin and a eurfe for his 
tures, being his offspring, and the objects of his| people, and the fword of juftice was awaked againft 
tender care, and providential regard: indeed fin is] him, and thruft in him. ; ; 
hateful to him, and makes men odious in hisfight,|. y. 10. They have gaped upon me with their mouth, 
arid he hates all the workers of iniquity, and thofe| &c.] Here 70d fpeaks of the inftruments which God 
whom he paffed by, when he chofe others ; tho’| fuffered to ufe him ill ; and he has refpeét to his 
they are faid to be hated by him as E/auz was,|friends who came with open mouth againft him, 
yet not with a pofitive but a negative hatred ;} loading him with calumnies and reproaches, laying 
that is, are not loved by him ; and confidered as pro-| charges to him he was not confcious of; and treat- 
fane and ungodly perfons, and as fuch fore-ordained|ing him with fcorn and contempt, which fuch a 
to condemnation ; for fin may be faid to be hated, | gefture is fometimes a token of, Lams. iii. 46. and 
but good men never are ; God’s chofen ones, his chil-|ii. 15. and in which manner alfo Chrift was ufed 
dren and fpecial people, are the objects of his everlaft-| by men, on whom the reproach of them that re- 
ing love ; and tho’ he may be angry with them,| proached God and his people fell, and who exhi- 
and fhew a little feeming wrath towards them, yet| bited falfe charges againft him of various forts ; and 
never hates them ; hatred and love are as oppofite|he was the reproach of men and the contempt of 
as any two'things can poffibly be; and indeed ftriét-|the people, who laughed him to fcorn, opened their 
ly and properly {peaking, there is no wrath nor fury | mouths in derifion ; they thot out the lip and fhook 
in God towards his people; tho’ they deferve it, they |the head, and mocked and fcoffed at him; yeay 
are not appointed to it, but are delivered from it by | they gaped upon him with their mouth as a ravening 
Chrift ; and neither that nor any of the effects of it|and a roaring lion, Pf. xxii. 6—7—13 3 to whicly 
thallever light on them ; but Fb concluded this from |the allufion is here, when they cried out themfelves 
the providence he was under, in which God appear- |and called upon others to join them, faying, Cru- 
ed terrible to him, like a lion or any fuch fierce and |cify him, crucify him: they have /mitten me on tht 
furious creature,to which he is fometimes compa- |cheek reproachfully ; to be {mitten on the cheek is 2 
red, and compares himfelf, which feizes on its prey, reproach itfclf, and is a fuffering not very patiently 
and tears and rends it to pieces ; I/. xxxviii. 13. Hof-|endured. Hence Chrift, to teach his followers pa- 
Vv. 14. thus God permitted 7o2’s fubftance to be ta-|tience, advifed when they were fmitten on the one 
‘ken from him by the Chaldeans and Sabeans ; his| cheek to turn the other, that is, to take the blow. 
children by death, which was like tearing off his| patiently ; and it is not the frnart of the ftroke that 
limbs; and his fkin and his fleth to be rent and bro-|is fo much regarded as the fhame of it; the affront. 
given, and the indignity offered ; fee 2 Cor. xi 


ken by boils and ulcers: Fob was a type of Chrift 


in his forrows and fufferings ; and tho’ he was not 20, 21. Mat. v. 39. {othat the phrafé may be taken: 
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“dered, they have finitten on the cheek with reproach *; 
they reproached him, -which was the fame as if they 
had {mitten him on the cheek; they fmote him 
with their tongues, as Feremiah’s enemies {mote 
him; they threw the dirt of fcandal and calumny 
at him, and which is the common lot of God’s 
people; and tho” fince they are reproached for 
Chrift’s fake, for the gofpel’s fake, and for righ- 
teoufnefs-fake, they fhould not be difturbed at thar, 
but rather reckon themfelves happy, as they are faid 
to be, and bind thefe reproaches about their necks 
as chains of gold, and efteem them greater riches 
than all the treafures of Egypt. This was literally 
true of Fob’s antitype, the Meffiah, for as it was 
foretold of him that he fhould give his cheek to 
thofe that plucked off the hair, and they fhould 
{mite the judge of J/rae/ with a rod upon his cheek, 
Jf. 1.6, Mit. vy. i. fo this was done unto him by the 
fervants of the high-prieft in his hall, and by others, 
Matt. xxvi. 67, Fobn xviii. 22. they have gathered 
themfelves together againft me ,; Fob’s friends got to- 
gether in order to vifit him and comfort him, but 
it proved otherwife, and he viewed it in no other 
light than as a combination againft him: the words 
may be rendered, they filled them/felves againft me”; 
their hearts with wrath and anger, as the Targum; 
their mouths with reproaches and calumnies, and 
their eyes with pléafure and delight, and fatisfac- 
tion at his mileries and afflictions; and fo the Vulgate 
Latin verfion, ‘+ they are fatiated with my punifh. 
ments; though rather this may refpect the high 
fpirits they were in, the boldnefs and even impu- 
dence, as Fed interpreted it, they fhewed in their 
conduct towards him, their hearts being fwelled 
with pride and haughtinefs and paffion* ; fee E/th. 
vii. 5. 44s vy. 3.. or elfe their. numbers that came 
againft him; fo Mr. Broughton, renders the words, 
they came by full troops upon me; ‘Fob’s three friends 
being great perfonages, very probably brought a 
Jarge retinue and train of fervants with them; who 
obferving their mafter’s conduct, behaved in an in- 
decent manner towards him themfelves, to whom 
he may have refpect, ch. xxx. 1. this was verified 
in Chrift Bis antitype, whom Fudas, with a mul- 
titude of men, with fwords and ftaves, even with 
a band of foldiers, came to apprehend in the 
garden; and when Herod and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and people of J/rael, were gathered 
againft him to do what God had determined fhould 
_ be done, Matt. xxvi. 46. Fobm xviii. 3. Alfs iv. 
27,28. 
2 11. God bath delivered me up to the ungodly, 
&c.] The evil or wicked one, for it is in the fin- 
ular number; and defigns either Satan, into whofe 
hands God had not only delivered his fubftance, 
but his perfon, excepting his life ; though it may 
be, and which is an objection to this fenfe, Fob as 
yet knew it not; or elfe E/iphaz, or the fingular 
number being put for the plural, as the next claufe 
explains it, all his friends, whom he in turn calls 
evil and wicked men, becaufe of their treatment of 
him; or elfe the Sabeans and Chaldeans are intend- 
ed, who were fuffered to plunder him of his fub- 
ftance: the words are very applicable to Chrift, 
who was delivered to the Gentiles, and into the 
hands of finners and wicked men, and that by the 
determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God, 
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who with wicked hands took him, and crucified 
him, Matt. xx. 19. and xxvi..45. ds ii. 23. or 
God /hut him up, or delivered him’ bound *, as the 


word fignifies ; which was literally true-of Chrift, 
who was bound by the Fews, and delivered firft 
to the high-prieft, and then to the Roman gover- 
nor, in fuch circumftances, Fobn Xvill. 12, 13. 
Matt. xxvii. 2. and turned me over into the bands of 
the wicked; fignifying the fame as before, unlefs 
it fhould be rendered, and caufed me to decline, or 
come down by the hands of the wicked* ; that is, 
from his former ftate of profperity and happinefs, 
into the low circumftances in which he was, and 
which he was brought into by the means of wicked 
men, God fuffering ic fo to be. 


¥.12. [was at eafe, but he bath broken me afun- 


der, &c.] He was in eafy and affluent circum- 
{tances, abounding with the good things of this 
life, lay in his neft, as his expreffion is, ch. xxix. 


18. quietly and peaceably, where he expected he 


fhould have died; and he was eafy in his mind, had 
peace of conicience, being a good man that feared 
God, and trufted in his living Redeemer, enjoying 
the prelence of God, the light of his countenance, 
and the difcoveries of his love, fee ch. xxxix. 2, 


3, 4, 5. but now he was broken to pieces, he was 


{tripped of his worldly fubftance; his family was 


broken up, and not a child left him; his body was 


broken, and full of ruptures through boj!; and ul- 
cers; and his fpirits were broken with his amictions, 
and a fenfe of divine difpleafure ; the arrows of God’s 
wrath, in his apprehention, ftuck in him, and the 
poifon thereof drank up his {pirits. 
ton renders it, I was wealthy, and be hath undone 
me though once fo opulent, he was now broken, 
and become a bankrupt. 


Mr. Brough- 


It may be applied to 
Chrift, his antitype, who, though rich, became 
poor to make his people rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9. and 
whofe body was broken for them and he was 
wounded and bruifed for their tranfgreffions, and 
whofe heart was broken with reproach: he bath 


alfo taken me by the neck, and fhaken me to pieces ; 


as a combatant in wreftling, who is ftronger than 
his antagonift, ufes him; or as a giant, who takes 
a dwarf by his neck or collar, and fhakes him, as 
if he would fhake him to pieces, limb from limb ; 
or hath dafbed or broken me to pieces’; or to fhivers ; 
as glafs or earthen veflels dafhed againft a wall, or 


{truck with a hammer, fly into a thoufand pieces, 


can never be put together again ; fo ob reckoned 
of his ftate and condition as irrecoverable, that his 
health, his fubftance, his family could never be re- 
{tored as they had been: and fet me up for bis mark ; 
to fhoot at, of which he complains ch. vii. 20. a 
like expreffion is ufed by the church in Lam. iii. 
12, 13, and a phrafe fimilar to this is ufed of 
Chrift, Luke ii. 34. and in confequence of this are 

what follow. 
¥. 13. His archers compafs me round about, &c.] 
Satan and his principalities and powers cafting their 
fiery darts at him; or rather his friends fhooting 
their arrows, .even bitter words, reproaches and ca- 
lumnies ; or the various difeafes of his body, his 
boils and ulcers, which were fo many arrows fhot 
into him, in every part of him all around, and 
gave him exquifite pain and anguifh; befides the 
arrows of the Almighty, or that painful fenfation 
; he 


Schmidt, Michaelis, Schultens ; with reproaches, Broughton. 
© Vid. De Dieu in loc. 
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4 93"9)D? vindum me tradidit, 


4k 


310 


7 O B. 


Ch. xvi. ¥. 14—17: 


he had of the wrath of Géd. This alfo is true | fome, ch. vii. 5. now to have fackcloth put on fuch 


of Chrift, the antitype of Fob and of Fo/eph ; of the 
latter of which it is faid, the archers forely grieved 
him, and foot at him, but his bow abode in frrength, 
Gen. xlix. 23, 24. fo Satan and his minifters threw 
their fiery darts at Chrift when on the crofs, and 
the fcribes and priefts, his emiffaries, furround- 
ed him there, and fhot out their reproachful and 
blafphemous words at him, and the juftice of God 
{mote him, and the law of God caft its curfes on 
him. Gufftius renders the words, his great ones *; 
and fuch od’s friends were, men of great fubftance, 
and lived in great credit and honour ; fome have 
fuppofed them to be kings, and fuch were thofe 
that oppofed Chrift, and diftreffed him, the rulers 
of the people, civil and ecclefiaftic : be cleaveth my 
reins afunder ; by caufing his arrows to enter into 
them, Lam, iii. 13. the confequence of which muft 
be death ; a man cannot live, at leaft long, after 
this is his cafe; though fome think this is to be 
underftood of the diforder of the ftone in his reins 
or kidneys, which was very diftrefling to him: 
and doth not fpare ; fhews no mercy or pity, tho” 
in fuch fad circumftances and dreadful agonies ; 
thus God {pared not his own Son, Rom. vili. 32. be 
poureth out my gall upon the ground ; which is done 
by piercing the gall-bladder with a fword, or any 
fuch inftrument, fee.ch. xx. 25. which mutt iffue in 
death ; and the defign of both thefe claufes is to 
fhew, that Fob looked upon his cafe irretrievable, 
and he here makes ufe of hyperbolical expreffions to 
fet it forth by. 

y.14. He breaketh me with breach upon breach, 
&c.] Upon his fubftance, his family, and the 
health of his body, which came thick and faft, 
one after another; referring to the report of thofe 
things brought by one meffenger upon the back 
of another, fee Ezek. vii. 26. be runneth upon me 
like a giant ; with great fury and fiercenefs, with 
great ftrength and courage, with great fpeed and 
fwiftnefs, caufing great terror and diftrefs; he not 
being able to refift him, any more than a dwarf a 
giant, and no more, nor fo much a match for 
him ; fee J/ xlii. 13. 

y.15. Ihave fewed fackcloth upon my frin, &c. ] 
Which he very probably put on when he rent his 
mantle, or fat in afhes ; which actions were ufually 
performed together in times of diftrefs and forrow, 
fee Gen. xxxvii. 34. and this was no doubt a vo- 
luntary action of his, like that of the king of Ni- 
niveh and his fubjeéts ; though fome have thought 
that Fob was-fo reduced, that he had no cloaths 
to wear, and was obliged to put on fuch coarfe 
raiment, which is not probable; and it feems, that 
he put this next to his fkin, which muft be very 
uneafy to one that had been ufed to fuch foft ap- 
parel, as it feems did alfo the kings of J/rae/ in 
time of mourning, 1 Kings xxi. 27. 2 Kings vi. 30. 
it is not only obferved by feveral Fewi/h writers, 
that the word here ufed in the Arabic language 
fignifies fkin, as we render it, as Aben Ezra, Ben 
Melech, and others; but the fkin of the wound, 
the thin fkin which is drawn over a wound when 
it is healing, as Ben Gerfom and Bar Tzemach; 
which being tender, muft be very unfit to bear 
fuch rough raiment upon it; nay, Schultens ob- 
ferves, that the Arabic word more properly figni- 
fies torn fein", as Fob’s fkin muft be full of rup- 
tures thro’ the boils and ulcers upon him; he him- 


a {kin muft be intolerable: the phrafe of /ewing 
it to it, is very unufual; though it may fignify no 
more than an application of it, a putting it on 
him, and clothing himfelf with it; yet it feems 
to denote its flicking clofe to him, as if it was 
fewed to his fkin, through the purulent matter 
of his boils clotting and cleaving to it; for he fays 


in the above place, that his fle/a was clothed with . 


worms and clods of duff, and thofe running into 
one another, were like one fcab, and, as it: were, 
a garment to him; his difeafe bound him about as 
the collar of bis coat, and his /kin was as black as 
fackcloth itfelf, ch. xxx. 18—3o. the defign of the 


expreffion is both to fhew the wretched and mife- 


rable condition he was in, and his great humilia- 
tion on account of his prefent circumftances; and 
that he was not that proud and haughty man,~ or 
behaved under his affliction in the infolent manner 
Lliphaz had fuggefted, ch. xv. 12, 13,25, 26. but 
was one that humbled himfelf under the mighty 
hand of God, which is farther confirmed by the 
next claufe: and defiled my horn in the duft; as he 
did when he fat in afhes, as he afterwards repented 
in duft and afhes; and it was ufual in the times 
of mourning to put duft or afhes upon the head ; 
which may be meant by his horn, the horn of a 
beaft, to which the allufion is, being in the head ; 
and this may be put for the whole body, which 
fometimes, on fuch occafions, was rolled in duft 
and afhes, fee Yoh. vii. 6. Mic. i. 10. and the 
horn being an emblem of grandeur, power and 
authority, may denote that 70d now laid afide all 
the enfigns of it, and was content to have his ho- 
nour laid in the duft, and lie low before God, and 
not lift up his horn unto him, and much lefs ftretch 
out hls hand againft him; the Zargum is, * I 
fprinkled my glory in or with duft.” 

¥.16. My face is foul with weeping, &c.] On 
account of the lofs of his fubftance, and efpecially 
of his children; at the unkindnefs of his friends, 
and over his own corruptions, which he felt working 
in him, and breaking forth in unbecoming lan- 
guage; and becaufe of the hidings of the face of 
God from him: the word ufed in the Arabic lan- 
guage’has the fignification of rednefs in it, as 
Aben Ezra, and others obferve ; of red wine, and 
as Schultens adds, of the fermentation of it; and 
is fitly ufed to exprefs a man’s face in exceffive 
weeping, which looks red, and fwelled, and blub- 
bered: and on my eyelids is the fhadow of death; 
which were become dim through weeping, fo that 
he could fcarcely fee out of them, and like a dy- 
ing man could hardly lift them up ; and fuch was 
his forrowful condition, that he never expected 
deliverance from it, but that it would iffae in 
death ; and which he fuppofed was very near, and 
that he had many fymptoms of it, of which the 
decay of his eye-fight was one; and he was fo far 
from winking with his eyes in a wanton and ludi- 
crous way, as Elipbaz had hinted, ch. xv. 12. 
that there was fuch a dead weight upon them, even 
the fhadow of death itfelf, that he was not able 
to lift them up. 

y. 17. Not for any injuftice in my hands, &c.] 


Came all thofe affiiétions and calamities upon him, _ 


which occafioned fo much forrow, weeping, mourn- 
ing and humiliation ; he does not fay there was no 
fin in him, not any in his heart, nor in his life, nor 


{elf fays, that his /éin was broken, and become loath-| any iniquity done by him, he had acknowledged 


® Ejus magnates, Comment. Ebr. p. 773. 1") ejus magni, Montanus. 
Schultens; cutis eaque lefa & ulceribus percuffa,-Stockius, p. 
TVD VN intumuit, V. L. Tigurine verfion ; fermentefcit, Schultens, 


Stockius, ib. 
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Ch. xvi. ¥. 18—a21. 


thefe things before, ch. vii. 20. and ix. 20, 30, 31. 
but that there was nothing in his hands gotten in an 
unjuft manner ; he had taken away no man’s pro- 
perty, nor injured him in the leaft in a private way; 
nor had he perverted juftice as a public magiftrate, 
by taking bribes.or accepting perfons, and could 
challenge any to prove he had, as Samuel did, 1 Sam. 
xii. 3. al/o my prayer is pure; he prayed, which 
difproves the calumny of Z/iphaz, ch. xv. 4. and 
his prayer was pure too; not that it was free from 
failings and infirmities, which attend the beft, but 
from hypocrify and deceit; it came not out of 
feigned lips, but was put up in fincerity and truth ; 
it {prang from an heart purified by the grace of 
_ God, and fprinkled from an evil confcience ; it was 
put up in the faith of Chrift, and as a pure offer- 
ing through him; od lifted up pure and holy 
hands, and with thefe a pure and holy heart, and 
for pure and holy things; fo that it was not for 
want of doing juftice to men, nor for want of de- 
-yotion towards God, that he was thus afflicted by 
him ; compare with this what is faid of his anti- 
type, J/. lili. 9. 
¥.18. O earth, cover not thou my blood, &c.) 
This is an imprecation, wifhing that if he had 
been guilty of any capital crime, of fuch aéts of 
injuftice that he ought to be. punifhed by the 
judge, and even to “die for them; that his blood 
when fpilt might not be received into the earth, 
but be licked up by dogs, or that he might have 
no burial or interment in the earth; and if he had 
committed fuch fins as might come under the name 
of blood, either the fhedding of innocent blood, 
though that is fo grofs a crime, that it can hardly 
be thought that ‘700’s friends even fufpected this 
of him; or rather other foul fins, as injuftice and 
oppreffion of the poor; the Zigurine verfion is, 
my capital fins, fee If. i. 15, 18. then he wifhes 
they might never be covered and concealed, but 
difclofed and fpread abroad every where, that all 
might know them, and he fuffer fhame for them; 
even as the earth difclofes the blood of the flain, 
when inquifition is made for it, J/. xxvi. 21. and 
let my cry have no place; meaning, if he was the 
wicked man and the hypocrite he was faid to be, or if 
his prayer was not pure, fincere and upright, as he 
faid it was, then he defired that when-he cried to 
God, or to man, in his diftrefs, he might be re- 
“garded by neither ; that his cry might not enter 
into the ears of the Lord of hofts, but that it 
might be fhut out, and he cover himfelf with a 
cloud, that it might not pafs through, and have 
any place with him; and that he might not meet 
with any pity and compaffion from the heart, nor 
help and relief from the hand of any man. 
¥.19. Alfo now, bebold, my witne/s is in heaven, 
&c.] That is, God, who dwells in the heavens, 
where his throne is, and which is the habitation of 
his holinefs, and from whence he beholds all the 
fons of men, and their aétions, is the all-feeing 
and all-knowing Being ; and therefore ‘fod appeals 
to him as his witnefs,, if he was guilty of the things 
laid to his charge, to bear witnefs againft him, 
but if not to be a witnefs for him, which he be- 
lieved he would, and defired he might: for my 
record is on high , or my teftimony , that can teftify 
for me; who is an eye-witne/s*, as fome render it, 
before whom all things are naked and open; who 
has feen all my actions, even the very inmott receffes 
of my mind, all the thoughts of ‘my heart, and 


© yi! oculatus meus teftis, Schultens. 
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all the principles of my actions, and him defire to 
bear record of me; fuch appeals are lawful in fome 
cafes, which ought not to be common and trivial ones, 
but of moment and importance, and which can’t 
well be determined in any in other way; fuch as 
was the charge of hypocrify againft 70d, and fu- 
fpicions of his having been guilty of fome notorious 
crime, though it could not be pointed at and 
proved ; fee 1 Sam. xii. 3, 4. 2 Cor.i. 13. Pbil. 
i. 8. 

¥. 20, My friends fcorn me, 8&c.] Not that they 
fcoffed at his afflictions and calamities, and at his 
difeafes and diforders, that would have been very 
brutifh and inhuman, but at his words, the argu- 
ments and reafons he made ufe of to defend him- 
felf with, fee ch. xii. 4. but mine eye poureth out 
tears unto’God; in great plenty, becaufe of his 
very great forrows and diftrefles, both inward and 
outward ; and it was his mercy, that when his 
friends flighted and neglected him, yea bore hard 
upon him, and mocked at him, that he had a God 
to go to, and pour out not only his tears, but all 
his complaints, and even his very foul unto him, 
from whom he might hope for relief ; and what he 
faid, when he did this, is as follows. 

¥.21. Ob that one might plead for a man with 
God, &c.|] That is, that one might be appointed 
and allowed to plead with God on his account; or 
that he be admitted to plead with God for him- 
felf ; or however, that there might be a hearing of 
his cafe before God, and that he would decide the 
thing in controverfy between him and his friends, 
when he doubted not but it would be given on his 
fide: as a man pleadeth for his neighbour; ufing 
great freedom, and powerful arguments, and hav- 
ing no dread of the judge, nor fear of carrying the 
caufe for his neighbour ; fo ¥0 wifhes, that either 
one for him, or he himfelf might be freed from 
the dread of the divine Majefty, and might be fuf- 
fered to fpeak as freely to his cafe, as a counfellor 
at the bar does for his client. ‘The words will ad- 
mit of a more evangelic fenfe by obferving that 
God, to whom ob fays his eye poured out tears, 
at the clofe of the preceding verfe, is to be under- 
{tood of the fecond perfon in the God-head, Jehovah, 
the Son of God, the Meffiah ; and then read thefe 
words that follow thus, aud he will plead for a man 
with God, and the fon of man for bis friend, which laft 
claufe perhaps may be better rendered, even the fon 
of man, &c. and fo they are expreffive of Fob’s 
faith, that though his friends defpifed him, yet he 
to whom he poured out his tears, and committed 
his cafe, would plead his caufe with God for him, 
and thoroughly plead it, when he fhould be ac- 
quitted. The appellation, the fon of man, is a 
well-known name for the Meffiah in the New Tef- 
tament, and is not altogether unknown in the Old, 
fee Pf. Ixxx. 17. and one part of his work and 
office is to be an advocate with the Father for his 
friends, whom he makes, reckons, and ufes as 
fuch, even all the Father has given him, and he 
has redeemed by his blood; for thefe he pleads 
his blood, righteoufnefs and facrifice, to the fatisfac- 
tion of the law, and juftice of God, and againft 
Satan, and all enemies whatever, and for every 
bleffing they want; and for which work he is abun- 
dantly fit, becaufe of the dignity of his perfon, 
his nearnefs to God his Father, and the intereft he 
has in him. Guffetius' goes this way, and oblerves, 
that this fenfe has not been taken notice of by in- 

terpreters, 


1 Ebr. Comment, p. 320, 321+ 
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terpreters, which he feems to wonder at; whereas |this again, to the fame place, condition, cireum- 
our Englifh annotator on the place had it long ago, | {tances, eftate and employment as now ; otherwife 
and Mr. Caryil after him, though difapproved of | there will be a refurrection from the dead, the bo- 
by forme modern interpreters. dies will rife out of the earth, and fouls will be 
yt, 22. When a few years are come, &c.] As the brought again to be united with them, but not ‘to 
years of man’s life are but few at moft, and Yob’s|be in the fame fituation here as now ; this Yod 
-years, which were yet to come, ftill fewer in his}obferves either as a kind of folace to him under 
apprehenfion ; or years of number”, that are num- all his afflictions on himfelf, and from his. friends, 
bered’ by God, fixed and determined by him, ch. | that in a little time it would be all over with him ; 
‘xiv. 5. or being few are eafily numbered: ¢hen J)or as an argument to haften the pleading of his 
foall go the way whence J foall not return x that is, caufe, that his innocence might be cleared before 
go the way of all flefh, a long journey ; death it-| he died; and if this was not done quickly, it would 
efelf is meant, which is a going out of this world|be too late. suttg etiam 
‘into another, from whence there is no return to 
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N this chapter 7od not only enlarges upon the 

réafon given in the preceding chapter, why he 
was defirous of an advocate with God, and one to 
plead his caufe with him for him, ¥. 1. but adds 
other reafons taken from the ufage of his friends, 
from the impoffibility of any but a divine. perfon 
being his furety ;, and of any one being provided 
and appointed as fuch but by God himfelf; from 
the infufficiency of his friends to judge of his 
caufe, and from the condition and circumftances 
he was in, ¥. 2—7. then he takes notice of the 
effects his prefent cafe would have on good men, 
that though they might be aftonifhed at it, they 
would: be filled with indignation againft hypo- 
crites, and would not be moved and ftum- 
‘bled by his afflictions to apoftatize from and 
defert the good ways of God, y. 8, 9. after 
which he addreffes his friends, and either calls 
upon them to renew the difpute with him, or re- 
pent of their notions, and join with him in his 
fentiments, ¥. 10. and laftly defcribes his {tate and 
circumftances, according to his apprehenfion of 
things, obferving the fhortnefs of his life, and the 
darknefs of the difpenfation he was under, thro’ 
one thing and another, y. 11, 12. that he had no- 
thing but the grave in view, which, and its atten- 
dants, he had made very familiar with him, y. 13, 
14. and that he had no hope of reftoration to a 
better condition, as to his outward circumftances, 
and that he, and his hopes his friends would have 
him entertain, and they alfo, would go down to- 
gether to the grave, and there fhould lie in the 
duft, and reft together till the morning of the re- 
furrection, ¥. 15, 16. 


difturbed, that he was not himfelf, but in a man- 
ner diftracted with the terrors of God, and the fe- 
verity of his hand upon him : my days are extin® , 
here Fob correéts himfelf ; he had fpoken of a few 
years before, but it is as if he fhould fay now, why 
do I talk of a few years, when I have but a few 
days to live, and even thofe are as good as gone? 
meaning not only. his days of profperity, which 
were at an entire end, as he thought, burt the days 
of his natural life; the lamp of life was almoft 
burnt out, the oil was fpent, the wick was juft ex- 
tinguifhed, it was like the {nuff of a candle going 
out: ¢he graves are ready for me; the place of his 
fathers fepulchres, the burial-place of his ancef- 
tors, where many graves were; or he may have 
refpect to various things into which the dead are 
put, as into fo many graves; as befides their being 
rolled up in linen, as was the way of the eaftern 
countries, there was the coffin, a fortof a grave, and 


place dug in the earth, more properly called the 
grave, and often over that a fepulchral monument 
was erected; fo that there was grave upon grave. 
Job does not feem to have any refpect to the ufage 
of kings, and great perfonages, preparing ftately 
monuments for themfelves whilft living, fuch as 
the pyramids of Egypt, built by and for their kings, 
as is f{uppofed; for the words, are ready, are not 
in the text, only fupplied, though they are alfo by 
the Targum; they are very fhort and fignificant in 
the original text, she graves for me, or they are 
mine; the grave is my property, my houfe, where 
I expect fhortly to be, and there to abide and 
dwell until the refurrection, and which was defi- 
rable to him; @ grave fo me; that is all that I de- 
fire, or can expect; here, he withed to be, as he 
did not doubt he quickly fhould be; and it is as if 
he fhould fay, I am ready for that, and fo Farchi 
| paraphrafes it ; and happy is the man that is ready 
for the grave, for death, and eternity, for the com- 
ing of his Lord, having the grace of God wrought 
in him, and the righteoufnefS of his living Re- 
deemer on him, which was 7od’s cafe ; fuch an one 
fhall go into the nuptial chamber at once, and be 
received into everlafting habitations. 


y. 1. My breath is corrupt, &c.] Through the 
force of his difeafe, which made it have an ill 
fmell, fo that it was ftrange and difagreeable to 
his wife, ch. xix. 17. paffing through his lungs, 
or other parts, which were affected with fome dif- 
order, or as frequently is the cafe of dying per- 
fons, and fo Yo thought himfelf to be. The 
word " ufed has the fignification of pain, even of 
the pains of a woman in travail; and fo may fig- 
nify, that ‘fob drew his breath with great pain, as 
people troubled with an afthma do, or dying per-| y. 2. Are there not mockers with me? 8cc. ] 
fons in the hiccups, or juft fetching their laft] Meaning not irreligious perfons, fuch as make a 
breath 5 or my /pirit °, as it may be rendered, that|mock at fin, a jeft of religion, a laugh at 
is, his vital {pirits which were exhaufted and fpent,|men, fneer at the do¢trines and ordinances of God, 
there were fcarce any left in him ; or my mind”, or|\and {cof at things future, as the coming of Chrift, 


foul, which was overwhelmed with grief, and fo|the refurreétion of the dead, and a future judge . 


2 - ment, 
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which fometimes was made of ftone; and then the . 


° Tigurine vein, 
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ment; with whom it is very uncoimfortable to be, 
as well as with any fort of prophane men, and 
fuch there were no doubt in Yod’s time ; but he 
feems to defign his friends, by whom he thought 
himfelf mocked, and who were, as he imagined, 
{corners of him, ch. xii. 4. and xvi. 20. and there- 
fore for this reafon intreats his cafe might be heard, 
and his caufe pleaded : and doth not mine eye conti- 
nue in their provocation? or lodge all night*; his 
fenfe is, that they were continually provoking him 
with their words, their fcoffs and Jeers, their cen- 
fures and calumnies, and the weak reafons and ar- 
guments they made ufe of to fupport their charges 
and fufpicions ; thefe dwelt upon his mind not only 
in the day-time, but in the night, fo that he could 
not get a wink of fleep for them; their words were 
fo teizing and diftreffing, and they acted fuch a 
cruel part to him, and ftuck fo clofe to him, and 
hung upon his thoughts, that he could not get 
clear of them in the night-feafon ; but his mind 
ran upon them, which kept him waking that he 
could not clofe his eye-lids for thinking of them. 
¥. 3. Lay down now, &c.] A pledge that thou 
wilt provide a furety, appoint and admit one to 
plead for me, and that thou wilt hear my caufe, 
and determine it ; or put now, or put I pray thee", 
thy heart and mind to me, and my cafe, to my 
petition and requeft, and grant it: put me in a fu- 
rety with thee ; appoint, provide and place a fu- 
rety for me with thee, and let him appear to do his 
work and office: fuch an one Jefus Chrift is; he is 
of God the Father’s appointing to be the mediator 
between God and men, and who himfelf volunta- 
rily engaged and agreed to be the furety of the bet- 
ter teftament; and this was known to the Old 
Teftament-faints, and to Yod 3 and his prayer was 
the prayer of faith: and this work and office Chrift 
performs ; he was furety for his people from eter- 
nity ; he drew nigh to God on their account, and 
ftruck hands with his Father, or covenanted and 
agreed with him about the falvation of his people, 
and the manner of it; he gave his word, his bond, 
to his Father for them, that he would fave them ; 
and upon that furetyfhip-engagement of Chrift, 
all the Old Teftament-faints were pardoned, jufti- 


fied and glorified ; he promifed and bound himfelf 


to pay all their debts, to fatisfy for all their fins, 
to bring in an everlafting righteoufnefs for them, 
and to bring them all. fafe to heaven and happi- 
nefs ; in order to which, he put himfelf in their 
room and ftead, and laid down his life a ranfom for 
them; upon which Yod might fay, and fo may 
every believer, what follows, who is be that will 
frrike hands with me? that will enter the lifts, liti- 
gate and difpute the point with me, or bring any 
charge or accufation againft me, having fuch a 
furety to anfwer for me, fuch an advocate to plead 
my caufe, fuch a mediator between God and man, 
who has made reconciliation for fin, brought in 
everlafting righteoufnefs, and fatisfied law and ju- 
ftice, fee Rom. viii. 33, 34. or elfe the fenfe is, who 
is be befides him that is a furety of God’s appoint- 
ing and providing, can firike bands with me? or 
be a furety for me? there is no other Mediator, 
Saviour or Redeemer befides him ; if he had not 
undertaken the caufe of his people, and the re- 
demption of them, it muft have ceafed for ever, no 
other was equal to fuch a work ; {0 that here is an- 
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other reafon ufed with the Lord to provide a furety, 
fince no other could to any purpofe. 
¥. 4. For thou haft bid their heart from under- 
ftanding, &c.| ‘That.is, the hearts of his friends, 
and therefore they were unfit to undertake his caufe, 
or be fureties for him, or be judges in it. It is the 
fame thing as to hide underftanding from their 
hearts, which God fometirnes does in a natural 
fenfe; when men like not the knowledge. of him, . 
as attainable by the light of nature, he gives them 


|up to reprobate minds, minds void of knowledge 


and judgment in things natural ; and fometimes 
in a fpiritual fenfe, he hides mens hearts from the 
knowledge of things divine and evangelical, and 
even this he does from the wife and prudent of this 
world; yea, fometimes he hides the knowledge of 
his providential dealings with men, from his own 
people, as he did from A/aph, Jeremiah, Habakkuk, 
and others; and, a8 it feems from 7ob*s friends, 
who therefore miftook his café, and were very un- 
fit and infufficient to determine it: sherefore fhalt 
thou not exalt them; to fuch honour and dignity 
to be umpires, arbitrators or judges in the cafe of 
Fob, this God had referved for another, Elihu, ot 
rather himfelf, who decided the controverfy be- 
tween Fob and his friénds, and declared in his fa- 
vour, and that they had not fpoken the thing that 
was right of him, as his fervant ob had done, 
ch. xlii. 7. 
¥. 5. He that Jpeaketh flattery to his friends, &c.] 
As Yob’s friends did to him when they promifed 
great outward profperity, and a reftoration to his 
tormer ftate, and to a greater affluence upon his 
repentance and reformation ; or when ‘they fpoke 
deceitfully for God, pretending great regard to the 
honour of his juftice and holinefs, and therefore 
infifted on it, that he muft be a wicked man and an 
hypocrite, that was afflicted by him, as Fob was : 
even the eyes of bis children foall fail, fo hateful 
are fome fins to God, and particularly deceitful 
tongues, and flattering lips, that he will punifh 
them in their pofterity ; the eyes of their children 
fhall fail for want of fuftenance, and whilft they 
are looking in vain for falvation and deliverance 
out of trouble, fee Exod. xx. 4. 
¥. 6. He bath made me alfo a by-word of the peo- 
ple, &c.] Either Eliphaz, or God ; for whatfo- 
ever befel him, whether more immediately by the 
hand of God, or by any inftrument, he afcribes it 
to him, as being fuffered in providence to befal 
him; as when he became a by-word or proverb to 
the people in common, to whom an example might - 
be fet by one or more of 0d’s friends. The name 
of Fob is to this day a by-word or proverb among 
men, both for his poverty and his patience ; if a 
man is defcribed as very poor, he is faid to be as 
poor as Fob; or if very patient under his afflic- 
tions, he is faid to be as patient as Fob ; but as 
neither of thefe are to the difgrace of Fob, fome- 
thing elfe feems rather intended here, even fome- 
thing to his reproach; as when a man was'repre- 
fented as a very wicked man, or an hypocrite, it 
ufed to be faid, fuch an one is as wicked a crea- 
ture, and as arrant an hypocrite, as ob: and afore- 
time I was as a tabret, the delight of the people, 
who when he appeared in the public ftreets, came 
out and went before him, finging, and dancing, 
and beating on tabrets, and fuch like mufical in- 
ftruments, . 
é 
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ftruments, to exprefs their joy upon the fight of fof them : and the innocent foall fiir up bimfelf 


him ; but now it was otherwile with him, and he 
whom they. could not fufficiently extol and com- 
mend, now knew not well what to fay bad enough 
of him; fuch a change in the fentiments and con- 
duét of men, muft needs be very chagrining : or 
afore-time I was as a lord, as Ben Gerfom, from the 
yle of the word in Daz. iii, 2. as he fuppofes; he 
was like a lord or nobleman, or as one in fome 
high office, and now as the offscouring of all things; 
or it denotes what he was Jefore them, the people 
in their fight at prefent, and fhould be; the word 
uled is Tophet, which Aven Ezra takes to, be the 
name of a place, and as it feems of that place where 
children were offered to Molech, and which. place 
was in being, and fuch practices ufed by the Ca- 
naanites in the times of 7ed; and this place which 
was alfo called the valley of Hinnom, being after- 
wards ufed for hell, led the Targum to paraphrafe 
the words thus, avd bell from within fhall I be, and 
fo Sephorno, in appearance hell to all that fee me; 
and in general it may fignify that he was, or fhould 
be avoided, as any unclean place, very ungrateful and 
difagreeable, as that place was; or as anything abo- 
minable, and to be loathed and rejected, and this 
way go feveral interpreters‘ ; though fome think 
refpect is had to the punifhment of tympanization, 
in which fufferers were beat upon in feveral parts 
of their bodies, as if men were beating upon a 
tabret or drum, which gave great pain and tor- 
men, fee Heb. xi. 35, 37- and with fuch-like cruelty 
and indignity Yob fuggefts he was, or fhould be 
ufed; and therefore. begs for a furety, for one to 
interpofe and plead on his behalf, let the carriage 
of men to him be what it will, that is here refer- 
red to; compare with this P/- Ixix. 11. 

¥.7. Mine eye alfo is dim by reafon of. forrow, 
&c.] Through exceflive weeping, and the abun- 
dance of tears he fhed, fo that he had almoft loft 
his eye-fight, or however it was greatly weakened 
and impaired by that means, which is often the 
cafe, fee P/.vi. 7. and xxxi. g. and allmy. mem- 
bers are as a shadow ; his flefh was confumed off 
his bones, there were nothing left {carcely but fkin 
and bone ; he was a mere anatomy, and as thin as 
a lath, as we commonly fay of a man that is quite 
worn away, as it were; is a walking fhadow, has 
{carce any fubftance in him, but is the mere fhadow 
of aman; the Zargum interprets it of his form, 
fplendor and countenance, which were like a fha- 
dow; fome interpret it my thoughts‘, and under- 
ftand it of the formations of his mind, and not 
of his body, which were fhadows, empty, fleeting, 
and having no confittence in them through that 
forrow that poffeffed him. 

¥. 8. Upright men fhall be aftonifhed at this, &c.| 
Such as were upright in heart, and in their walk 
and converfation, fincere and honourable in their 
profeffion of religion, thefe would be amazed at 
the afflictions ot Fod, and the unkindnefs of his 
friends ; it is hereby fuggefted, that it would be 
then, and in ages to come, a matter of furprize 
to truly gracious perfons, when they fhould ’ hear 
of fuch fore afflictions laid upon fo good a man, 
and be told what ceniures, calumnies and reproaches 
were-caft upon him by his friends; this would be 
fo aftonifhing, that they would not know how to 
believe it, and {till more at a lofs how .to account 
for it, that fuch things fhould be permitted in pro- 
vidence, there being reafon to believe the truth 


= Schmidt, Michaelis: Schultens, 


againfit. the hypocrite; that is, fuch, who 

they are not tree from fin, yet live holy and harm- 
lefs lives and converfations among men, fo that 
they are not chargeable with any grofs iniquity, or 
what is fcandalous and unbecoming their. charac-~ 
ter; thefe fhall rife up with indignation againft 


fuch perfons as pretend toa great deal of fan¢tity 
and devotion, and yet have no charity.or love to 


. 


an afflied faint, but cenfure and reproach him, 
and add affliction to his affliction. Thus Fod  re- 


torts the charge of hypocrify his friends brought 
jagainft him upon them; for he feems. tacitly to 


defign them, and delivers thefe words as a kind of 
folace to himfelf; that though he was thus ufed by 
them at.that time, yet good men in future time 
would have. different apprehenfions of him, and 


rife.up_and vindicate his name and character. ° 


¥. g. The righteous alfo foall bold on bis way, 


&c.]. He that is righteous, not in appearance but 
really, not in a legal .but in an evangelic fenfe ; 
who is juftified by the righteoufnefs of Fob’s liv- 
ing Redeemer, who lives by faith on his righteouf- 


nefs, and in confequence of that in holineds of life 


and converfation ; fuch an one being in Chrift the 


way of righteoufnefs.and falvation, and walking 


in the paths of faith, holinefs and truth, and in 
all the tracks of religious worfhip, private and pub- 
lic, he will perfevere therein, and will, not on any 
account depart out of the right way into which he 
has been led and directed. This is oppofed to a 
going back, as fome do, and to a turning to the 


right-hand or the left, as others, and toa ftand- 
ing ftill, being flumbled, offended and difcoura- 


ged; and it fuppofes a progrefs, a going forward. 


in the way, fo as not to be moved outof it by 


their own, or the afflictions of others, by the re- 
proaches and perfecutions of men, the temptations — 
of Satan, the fnares, riches, honours and  plea- 
fures of the world, or through darknefs, defertion 
and unbelief; they may indeed have many flips 
and falls, and be almoft, but not altogether, out 
of the way, and never finally or to perdition; which 
is- owing not to their conduct and care; might and 


ftrength, but to the power of God, and the fup- 
plies of his grace, to Chrift and his ftrength, and 


to the Spirit and his influence, guidance and di- 
rection : and be that bath clean bands foall be fironger , 
and fironger ; or add frrength"; increafeinit: This 
character is oppofed to one of an immoral life and 
converfation, and defcribes one that is not guilty 
of any notorious crime, that does not live in any 
known fin, but in the general courfe of his life is 
upright and fincere, holy, harmlefs and inoffen- 


five; fuch a man as he: is already a partaker of 
ipiritual grace and ftrength, and fo as he wants more, 
it is given him; his {piritual {trength is renewed, he 
goes from, one degree of it to another, and even 


|whilft walking in the way of God, he -finds an 


increafe of it; yea, that itfelf is ftrength unto him; 
as his day is his ftrength is, to affift him in reli- 
gious-fervices, to enable him to refift his enemies, 
and endure afflictions, and continue in the good 
ways of God. J) yet 
y. 10. But as for you all, do ye return, and come 
now, &c.| ‘This is an addrefs to his three friend 
all and every one of them, who ke percei 
were nettled with his reply, and were either depart- 
ing, or preparing for a rejoinder; and being con- 


{cious of his innocence, and fatisfied of the good-— 
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nefs of his caufe, and having nothing to fear from]in a future ftate, or in the ftate after d 
them, boldly challenges them to go on with the{this, fee Pf. cxlvi. 4. 
difpute; for tho’ they were three to one; he was)  ¥. 12. They change the night into day, 8c. ] 
a match for them all ; or elfe he calls upon them} Meaning either his friends, by what they had faid 
to turn and repent of what they had faid to him,junto him, or the thoughts of his“ heart, which 
to relingquifh the bad notions and ill opinion they comes to the fame fenfe ; thefe being in the night- 
had of him, and to retract their hard fpeeches and |feafon employed about what had been faid to him 
unjuft cenfures, and return to a friendly and ami-|in the day, infomuch that he could get no fléep, 
cable converfation ; or however, that they would |the night was as broad day unto him; or they put 
come and fit down quietly, and patiently hear what the day before the night, contrary to the order of 
he had farther to fay to them for their information |nature, as No/dius * obferves, whereas the night is . 
and inftruétion, which they ftood in great need of :|before the day, Gen. i. 5. his friends promifing 
for I cannot find one wife man among you that took|him long days, and an age clearer than noon-day, 
his cafe right, was capable of judging of it, andjas bright as the morning, ch. xi. 17. when the 
fpeaking pertinently to it, and of adminiftring com-|night of death was coming on, and he was haften- 
fort to ‘him in it; they were phyficians, but notjing to the dark and filent grave: the light is hort, 
fkilful ones ; comforters, but miferable ones; had|decau/e of darknefs , the morning:light, or light of 
fot the tongue of the learned, to fpeak a word in|the day, when that comes continues but for a fhort 
feafon ; difputants, but wranglers, and knew not|time, becaufe of the darknefs of the evening, which 
where the pinch of the controverfy lay ; and their} quickly follows ; or becaufe of the darknels of af- 
arguments were weak and worthlefs, and their judg-| fiction, which fills it up, and makes it uncomfort- 
ment and fenie of things not deferving any regard, |able ; or the light of profperity, could it be en- 
fee 1 Cor. vi. 5. joyed, is but fhort, becaufe of ‘the darknefs of ad- 
y. 11.) Mytdays are paft, &c.] Or paffed away|verfity ; or the light is near*, as in the original 
or paffed over“; not that they had paffed over the|text; though Farchi interprets the word fhort, as 
time fixed ‘and appointed by God, for there is no|we do; Woldius renders it, the light is rather nearer 
paffing the’ bound; fettled by him, ch. xiv.5. but| than darkne/s” ,; after the night has Been fpent with- 
either the common term of man’s life was pafied out fleepy'the morning-light is nearer than dark- 
with Job, or he fpeaks of things in his own appre-|nefs; that may foon be expected, and fo an end to 
henfion; ‘he imagined his death. was fo near, that he| fleep and reft. 
had not a day longer to lives his days, ashebefore} y.13. If I wait, the grave is mine boufe, &c.] 
fays, were extinct, were at an end, he fhould never| Not that Yod put an 7f upon, or made a doubt of 
_ enjoy another day; and therefore it was folly to flat-| waiting upon God in private or public; or of wait- 
ter him with a promife of long life, or encourage|ing for him, his gracious appearances to him, an- 
him to expect it; which he may mention as a proof| {wers of prayer, performance of promifes, and de- 
of there being not a wife man among them, fince|liverance out of trouble; and efpecially of wait- 
they all fuggefted this in cafe of repentance ; or|ing his appointed time till his change came, and 
his meaning is, that his good days, or days of good-| hoping and expecting eternal life and happinefs; -all 
nefs, as farchi interprets it, were paft, his days|}which he determined to do, and did, fee ch. xiii. 
ef profperity: were at an end, and evil days were| 15, 16. and xiv. 14. and xix..25, 26,27. but, he 
come upon him, in which he had no pleafure ; nor|fays'this with refpect to the advice of his friends, 
had he any reafon to believe it would be otherwife which fhould it be taken, the iffue of it would be no 
with him : my purpofes are broken off ; Fob doubt-|other than what he here fuggetts ; they had intimat- 
lefs had formed in his mind great defigns of good}ed, that if’he repented and reformed, he might 
things, natural, civil and religious, concerning the| hope for and expect a’ peaceable tabernacle, and.a 
enlargement of his temporal eftate, the fettlement| profperous habitation, a fine houfe, and affluent 
of his children in the world, making provifion for|circumftances, ch. v..24. and viii. 6. Now, fays 
the poor, fupporting and enlarging the intereft of} he, fhould I liften to this, and endeavour to che- | 
true religion, the reformation of his heathenifh}|tifh fome hope and expectation of fuch things, 
neighbours, and the fpread of divine truths among] and put myfclf in a waiting pofture for them ; 
them ; but now.they were all fruftrated, he was'not| alas, how foon would it be over, for what other 
in a capacity of carrying them into execution, and|houfe can I rationally expect but the grave? and 
was obliged to drop them, and think no more of|chis is what I have concluded upon; I think of 
them, nor was there with him any profpect of ever no other houfe than that, which is man’s long home, 
renewing them; they were rooted up*, or plucked|the houfe appointed for all living; there I fhall 
up, as fome render the ‘word, fo that there was|dwell, and make my abode until the morning, of 
no likelihood of their ever rifing up again, and|the refurrection, and I look for no other; and if I 
coming to any effect: even the thoughis of my beart;\{hould; I am well affured I fhould be difappointed: 
or the poffefions’ of it, as the thoughts are; they|1 bave made my bed in the darknefs; in the dark 
are the things of a man, which efpecially belong| grave, where the light of the body is extinét, and 
to him; they’are the inheritance of his mind, what| where the light of the fun comes not; in houfes 
none have a right unto, and a claim upon, but|there are divers apartments, fome for work and 
himfelf, nor can any know but himfelf, and tojbufinefs, as is the fhop; others for eating and 
whom he difcovers them : now the thread of thefe} drinking, as the dining-room ; and others for fleep 
is broken off at death, they then ceafe; not that|and reft,as the bed-chamber; now in the houfe of the 
the mind or foul of man ceadfes to be, of ceafes to| grave, there is no mention of any but the latter; for 
be a thinking being, ic ftillthinks; but only its|there is no work and device in the grave, nor eating 
thoughts are not employed about the fame’ things} and drinking there; but it is a bed where the weary 
: : 


faint 


eath, as in 
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faint lies down and refts upon from all his toil and 
labour, until he awakes at the refurrection: now feb 
had fettled the matter with himfelf, he had laid it 
out in his own mind, and taken a kind of pleafure 
in the profpect of it; that he had got a houfe 
to remove into, when hé was diflodged from the 
earthly houfe of his tabernacle, and where he had 
made him(elf, in his own thought, an eafy bed, 
on which he fhould lay his weary limbs, and take 
his fleep and reft, until the heavens be no more. 

y. 14. Ihave faid to corruption, thou art my fa- 
ther, &c.] Not to the corruptible feed, of which 
he was begotten; nor to the corruption or puru- 
lent matter of his boils and ulcers, and the worms 
his flefh was now clothed with, ch. vii. 5. but to 
that corruption his body: would turn to in the grave, 
lying long enough to fee it, which Chrift’s body did 
not, Pf. xvi. 10. that is, zo the pit of corruption“, as 
it may be rendered, meaning the grave, fo called be- 
caufe in it dead bodies corrupt and putrefy: in 
houfes are families confifting of various perfons, 
of different relations, who dwell together in friend- 
fhip and harmony, very lovingly and familiarly, as 
father and mother, brother and fifter ; fo in the 
grave, the dwelling-houfe of men, there are in- 
habitants that dwell together, as if they were fa- 
miliar friends and acquaintance ; and with thefe 
¥ob claims kindred, fuch as corruption, rotten- 
nefs, duft and worms, and thefe he fpeaks unto, 
not only very familiarly, but very refpectfully ; 
the note of Bar Tzemach is, ‘* I honour the grave 
as a fon a father, that it may receive me quickly ;” 
yea, he fpeaks as not afhamed of the relation, but 
is fond of it; J called or cried“, that is, aloud, 
with great vehemency and affection : to the worm, 
thou art my mother and my fifter , thefe are the ra- 
ther mentioned, becaufe the relation is near, and 
they are very loving and tender, and abide in the 
houfe, fee Prov. vii. 5. he calls thefe his mother 
and fifter, as the above Yewi/h commentator ob- 
ferves, becaufe he might lie in their bofom ; by 
all this 7o4 would reprefent how familiar death 
and the grave were to him, and how little he dread- 
ed them; yea, how defirable they were to him, 
fince he fhould be at home, and among his relations 
and friends. 

¥. 15. And where is now my hope? &c.] Not 
the grace of hope, which was in his heart; and 
though it might fometimes be low in exercife, it 
could not be loft; it is an anchor, fure and fted- 
faft, and is one of the graces that always abides, 
and never difappoints and makes afhamed ; nor the 
object of hope, eternal glory and happinefs in an- 
other world, that is laid up in heaven, and for 
which he was looking and waiting by faith; but 


¥ OB 


‘* 


his hope of outward happinefs, and of being reftored 
to his former ftate of profperity, or a better, which 
his friends encouraged him to; this had no place 
in him, nor did he fee any reafon to cherith it, all 
grotind and foundation of it was removed, as he 
apprehended; there was nothing on which he could 
build fuch an hope as that, fee ch. vi. 11. and xix. 
10. as for my hope, who fhall fee it 2? that is, which» 
his friends would have him hope for, a fine houfe,, 
a large eftate, a-numerous family, honour and re- 
{pect among men, long life, and an abundance of 
outward peace and happinefs; this he was firmly 
perfuaded he fhould never fee; being juft going 
into the grave, nor his friends that fuggefted thefe 
things to him, nor any body elfe ; though indeed 
what he himfelf truly hoped for, might be rightly 
thus defcribed, being things not feen by the eye 
of the body, nor by carnal fenfe and reafon, but 
are the invifible glories and realities of another 
world, for hope that is feen is not hope, 8c. Rom. 
Vill. 24,25. 2 Cor.iv. 18. Heb. xi. 1. but Fob does 
not defign thefe, but the former. . 
¥.16. They fall go down to the bars of the pit; 
&c.} He himtelf, and his friends, and the hopes 
they would have him entertain ; thefe fhould all go 
down together to the grave, and there lie barred 
and locked up; thefe hopes fo as never to rife more; 


and the bodies of himfelf; and his friends; till loofed 


by him, who has the keys of hell and death: or she 
bars fhall go down to the grave; the members of 
his body, as Farchi, which are the bars of it, as 
fome in Bar Tzemach; the ftrength and fupport of 
it, as particularly the bones, thefe fhall go down 
to the grave, and there turn to rottennefs and duft ; 
and therefore, as if he fhould fay, as. he elfewhere 
does, what is my ftrength that I fhould hope, ch. vi. 
11. when our ret together is in the duft s which is 
man’s original, and to which he returns, and in 
which, the dead lie and fleep until the refurreétion ; 
and where they are at reft from all adverfity and 
affliction of body, mind and eftate ; from all the 
troubles and vexations occafioned by wicked men, 
and from all difputes, wranglings, contentions and 
animofities among friends, which would be the cafe 
of Job, and his friends, when their heads were 
laid in the duft, and which he fuppofed would 
quickly be; and therefore it was in vain for them 
to feed him with hopes of outward happinefs, and 
for him to entertain them ; it beft became them 
both to think of death and the grave as near at 
hand, where their controverfies would be buried, 
and they would be good friends, and lie quietly 
together, and take their reft until they fhould awake 
and rife to everlafting life. 
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N this chapter is Bildad’s fecond reply to ¥ob,| {erable ftate of a wicked man, fooner or later, which 


in which he falls with great fury upon him, 
very fharply inveighs againft him, and very highly 
charges him ; the charges he brings againft him 
are talkativenefs and inattention to what was faid 
to him, y¥. 1, 2. contempt of his friends, impa- 
tience under his affliction, and pride and arrogance, 
as if the whole world, the courfe of nature and 
providence, and God himfelf, all muft give way 
to him, ¥. 3, 4. neverthelefs, he is affured of the mi- 


© pnt> foveam, Pagninus, Montanus, Tigurine verfion, 


clamavi, Mercerus, 


is defcribed by the extinction of his light of pro« 
fperity, ¥. 5, 6. by the defeat of his counfels, be- 
ing enfnared in a net Jaid for him, ¥.7—10. by 
the terrible judgments of the fword, famine 


peftilence, by one or the other of which he is 


brought to death, the king. of terrors, ¥. 11—14. 
by the deftruétion of his habitation, and of his 
pofterity, fo that he has none to bear his name, 


or perpetuate his memory, ¥. 15—17. by his be- 


Drufius, &¢. * SPIN vocavi, Montanus 5 


Ch. xvii ¥ 14-16. 


a 


: 
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-ing driven out of the world, leaving ho iffue behind 


him, to the aftonifhment of all that knew him, y. 


18—20. and the chapter is clofed with this obfer- 


vation, that this is the common cafe of wicked and 
irreligious perfons, ¥. 21. 


y¥. 1. Then anfwered Bildad the Shubite, and faid.) 
‘Who, next to Eliphaz, fpoke before,’ and now in 
his turn attacks Fod a fecond time, and more 
roughly and feverely than before; now he gives 
him no advice or counfel, nor any inftructions and 
exhortations for his good, nor fuggefts that it 
might be better times with him again, as he had 
done before; but only heaps up charges againtft 
him, and deicribes the miferable circumftances of 
a wicked man, as near to ¥od’s as he could; there- 
by endeavouring to confirm his former pofition, 
that wicked men are punifhed of God, and to have 


this conclufion drawn from it, that fod mutt needs 


-be a wicked man, fince he was fo greatly afflicted. 


y. 2. How long will it be ere ye make an end of 


words? &c.]  Becaufe thefe words are exprefied 
in the plural number, fome think more perfons than 
one are addreffed, either Hiiphaz and Fod together, 
who are complained of as taking up all the time, 


and haying all the talk to themfelves, that another 


could fcarce put in a word ; Bi/dad could fay this 
with a better grace, becaufe his difcourfes were but 
fhort ; or elfé all his friends, whom he blames for 
not {topping 7od’s mouth at once, and for length- 
ening out the difpute with him; as if he fhould 


fay, why are you fo complaifant to him, to wait 


till he has done fpeaking, ere you reply? why 


don’t you without any ceremony interrupt him, and 
not fuffer him to go on with his prate, a man that 


is fo infufferably rude as to reckon us all as beafts ? 
and to what purpofe is it, to talk to fuch a man 
that is fo hardened and incorrigible, fo proud and 
conceited ? it is all labour in vain, and mere beat- 
ing the air; it is high time to have done talking, 
and to put an end to the difpute, when things are 
at fuch a pafs with him as they are: or elfe the 
words are directed to od, and his friends that. were 
with him, who might how and then fpeak a word 
in his behalf, though their words are not record- 
ed; or however by their looks or geftures might 
fhew their approbation of Yob’s defences: that 
there were others prefent befides Yod and his three 
friends, it is probable ; yea, it is certain that Elihu 
was prefent all the while, but he was not altoge- 
ther of ¥o2’s mind; nor does it appear that, he 
had any to take his part, for his brethren, acquaint- 
ance, kinsfolk, and familiar friends, ftood at,a 
diftance from him,.and his maids and men-fer- 
vants ufed him ill; and even his own wife was 
not very kind to him, as he declares in the follow- 
ing chapter ; wherefore it feems beft of all to un; 
derftand thefe words as fpoken to od alone, the 
plural being uled for the fingular, according to the 
idiom of the tongue in which they were {poken ; 
and fo are a charge of loquacity againft him for 
talking too much, and too long, unlefs it had been 
to better purpofe; and in like manner Bil/dad begins 
his firft reply to 70d, ch. viii. 2. a late interpreter 
renders the words, bow long will you lay fnares with 
qwords*? ufe cautious words, fet fnares with words 
to catch, lie upon the catch, and lay hold upon a 
word, and improve it to difadvantage, which is 
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afterwards we will fpcak; or let us fpeak*; after 
we have well confidered things, got a right under- 
ftanding of them, and thoroughly digefted them, 
and have well concerted things, and have thought 
very clofely what reply to make to them; and fo the 
words are a tacit reflexion of Bil/dad’s on his other 
two friends, that they fpoke before they thought, 
and therefore fome things impertinently, which 


Job took the advantage of againft them3 whereforé 


it would be right for the future to mark and con- 
fider things well before-hand, and then {fpeak, as 
they then would with greater propriety, and more 
to the purpofe : public fpeakers efpecially, or fuch 
who are engaged in publi¢ fervice, or in a public 
difpute, fhould meditate before-hand what to fay, 
left they deliver what is crude and indigefted, and 
may be turned againft them. Our Lord indeed 
directed his difciples, when‘called before kings and 
governors for his’ fake, not to pfemeditate what 
they fhould anfwer ; but that was an extraordinary 
cafe, and they were promifed to have extraordinary 
affiftance, whereby fome great ends were to be an- 
fwered, the confufion of their enemies, and thé 
confirmation of the chriftian teligion. But the 
words feem rather directed to Fob, and to carry in 
them a charge of inattention to what was faid to 
him by his friends ; and therefore Béi/dad exhorts 
him to mark dnd obferve what they faid to him, 
to liften attentively to that, and well confider it, 
and then it would be an encouragement to them to 
proceed in difcourfing with him. ‘od is reprefented 
like fome hearers that ftop their ears to .the voice 
of the charmer charming ever fo wifely ; or that 
are carelefs and inattentive to what they hear, and 
let it pafs,: and never think of it more; whereas 
hearers of the word fhould be fwift to hear, and 
liften with attention, and take care that they let 
not flip what they have heard, and that they me- 
ditate upon it in order to get inftruction by it, 
and when they hear in fuch a manner, it is an en 
couragement to fpeak; or elfe the fenfe is, af 
wifely®, like an honeft man, and fhew yourfelf to 
be a wife man, a man of underftanding, that well 
weighs and confiders things, and rightly takes them 
in, and receives inftruction by them, and talks like 
a fenfible man: then afterwards we will fpeak; 
or otherwife if you go on to talk in the foolifh 
manner you do, it is to no purpofe to carry on the 
difpute ; the beft way is to put an end to it at 
once. 

¥. 3. Wherefore are we counted as beafts, &c.} 
This feems to refer to ch. xii. 7. where Fob fends 
them to the beafts, to get knowledge and inftruc- 
tion; and therefore it was concluded he reckoned 
them as fuch, and put them on a level with them, 
yea made them inferior to them; orto ch. xvii. 
4, 10. where they are reprefented as deftitute of 
wifdom and underftanding, and therefore it is fup~ 
pofed were counted by od no other than as beafts. 
Man by the fall is indeed become like them, and 
fome are more brutifh than they, and all are brutifh 
as to fpiritual knowledge and underftanding ; and 
thofe that are moft fenfible of themfelves, are ready 
to acknowledge their ignorance, that they are more 
brutifh than any, and efpecially are as a beaft be- 
fore God; and particularly with refpeét to know- 
ledge of the methods of providence, in regard to 
his dealings with the righteous and wicked; fee 


imprudently or inadvertently dropped : mark, and| Pf. \xxiii. 22. and which was the cafe in ciigred 
a Riad sy fod Bria “ oft . verfy 
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verfy between ob and his friends; but yet felf-fuffi- ]bad me 


cient perfons don’t care to have their underftandings {doctrine ; but will God counter-aét this method of 
in any thing called in queftion, but like the Pba- {his providence, he has always taken in the earth, 
rifees fay, are we blind alfo? Fobn ix. 40. and take|that thou mayeft appear not to be an evil man, as 
\ it very hard that they fhould be reckoned like] might be concluded from thine affli€tions, but a 
beafts, void of underftanding, when they are the}good man notwithftanding them? and' foall the. 


people, and wifdom will die with them: and re- 
puted vile in your fight ? as wicked and profligate 
perfons, the moft abandoned of mankind, fuch as 
are juftly defpifed by good men, fee Pf xv. 4. 
Dan. xi. 21. or unclean”, filthy, polluted and defi- 
led, as all rnen are by nature, and as they are in al! 
the powers and faculties of their fouls ; nor can they 
make themfelves clean, their hearts or their hands ; 
nothing fhort of the grace of God, and blood of 
Chrift, can cleanfe from fin ; yet felf-righteous per- 
fons think themfelves clean and pure when they are 
not wathed from their fins, and take it ill of others 
to be reputed unclean perfons: or /out*, ftopped 
up, as the hearts of men are from God and Chrift, 
and the true knowledge of them, and divine things, 
until opened by him, who has the key of the houfe 
of David, and opens, and no man fhuts ; or id- 
den*, referring to ch. xvii. 4. having a covering 
over their hearts, and a vail over the eyes of their 
underftandings, fo that the things of providence 
were hid from them, as fometimes the things of 
grace are from the wife and prudent; but to be 
thought that this was their cafe, is refented by 
Bildad. 

y¥. 4. He teareth himfelf in his anger, &c.] Or 
bis foul’, meaning Fob, and referring to what he 
had faid in ch. xvi. 9. Now, fays Bi/dad, it is 
neither God nor man that tears you, it is you your- 
felf; reprefenting 7od as a mad-man, rending his 
clothes, tearing his flefh, and even his very toul , 
for by his paffion which he expreffed, whether to 
God or his friends, it did himfelf the moft hurt, 
he broke his peace, and fpoiled his comfort, and 
ruined his health, and made himfelf the moft un- 
happy of mankind, by giving loofe to his paffion, 
to his wrath and anger, which  flays and, kills a 
man, ch. v. 2. here a charge of. impatience is fug- 
gefted, contrary to the character given of od, 
Hames v. 11. foall the earth be forfaken for thee ? 
through fear of thee, becaufe of thy rage and fury 
doft thou think that the inhabitants of the earth 
will flee before thee, at thy ftorming, rage and 
wrath? before God none can ftand when he is 
angry ; there is no abiding his indignation when 
his fury is poured out like fire, and perfons of the 
greateft rank will flee to the rocks and mountains 
to hide them from his face and fury; but what 
doft thou think, or make thyfelf to be, to be as 
deity, that the inhabitants of the earth fhould flee 
before thee, and forfake it? or when thou dieft, 
doft thou think that all the inhabitants of the earth 
will die with thee, and fo it will be forfaken for 
thy fake ?. taking the hint from what. 70d had faid, 


rock be removed out of his place ? which is not ufual, 
nor can it be done by man; it may be done_by 
God, who touches the mountains and they fmoke, 
‘and at whofe prefence they drop and move, as Sinai 
did, and as the mountains and hills will flee away 
at the prefence of the judge of all the earth, when 
he appears ; but no fuch phenomenon can be ex- 
pected upon the prefence and fight ofa man; much 
lefs can God himfelf, who is often called a rock, 
and is immoveable, unalterable and unchangeable in 
his nature, perfections, purpofes and the counfels 
of his will, be made to act contrary to either of 
them ; nor will he do it for the fake of any man; he 
does all things after the counfel of his own will; he 
takes a con{tant courfe in providence, in the govern- 
ment of the world, and canft thou think that he 
will go out of his ufual way for thy fake, in pu- 
nifhing wicked men, and rewarding good men? 
you may as foon imagine that a rock will be re- 
moved out of its place, as the ordinary courfe 
of providence will be altered on thy account ; to 
fuppofe this is prefumption, pride and arrogance, 
which is what Bi/dad means to faften upon Fob. 
¥.5. Yea, the light of the wicked fhall be put out, 
8c.) Or xeverthelefs*; notwithftanding all this 
difregard and inattention to us, and contempt of 
us, and all the rage, and wrath, and pride, and 
haughtinefs difcovered, as if the laws of nature, 
and ftated methods of providence, muft all give 
way to juftify a man in fuch circumftances as fhew 
him to be wicked; this will certainly be’ his cafe, 
his ight hall be put out ; meaning not the light of 
his eyes, or his corporal light, which fometimes 
has been the cafe of wicked men, as was of the 
Sodomites, fince this, through accident, or old age, 
is Common to good and bad man; but rather moral 
light, the light of nature, with which every man 
is enlightened that comes into the world; by which 
he can difcern things natural and civil, and in fome 
degree things moral and religious, though in a 
very dim manner; and which, when it is abufed, 
may be taken away, and men be given up to judi- 
cial blindnefs, and to a reprobate mind, a mind 
void of fenfeand judgment. Cocceius thinks, light 
of doétrine may be intended, fpeculative and ‘no- 
tional light and knowledge of divine things, as of 
God, and his perfections, which may be more clear- 
ly difcerned by revelation than by the light of nat 
ture; and of Chrift, his perfon, offices and grace; ° 
and of the gofpel, and the feveral doétrines of it, 
which men may be enlightened into, and yet be wick« 
ed men, as Ba/aam, and others ; which knowledge 
may be loft, and light put out, as in the man that 


ch, xvii. 16. or doft thou think thyfelf a man of|had but one talent, and neglected it, and in the 


fo much importance and confequence in the earth, 
that when thou dieft there will not be a man left 
of any worth and notice, that all had as good die 


idol-fhepherd, Matt. xxv. 29. Zech, xi. 17. to 
which may be added the light of joy, or a flath of 
natural affections that fometimes is to be obferved 


with. thee? or will God drop the government of|in hypocritical perfons, or notional profeffors, which 


the world on thy account? will he no more em- 
ploy his care and providence in concerning. him- 
felf in the affairs of the world, but let all things 
go as they will, and fo the earth, as to his pro- 


in time is loft, and comes to nothing, as in Herod 
and the ftony ground-hearers, Mark vi. 20. t, 
xiii. 20. but as for the true fpiritual light, and ex- 


perimental knowledge, that can never be loft or 


vidential regards to it, be forfaken for. thy fake?) put out, but fhines more and more unto the pers 
will, God neither do good to good men, nor punifh| fect day; but it feems beft by /ight here to under- 
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ftand outward profperity, for as darknefs is often 
put for adverfity, fo light for profperity in ci- 
vil things, fee £/7/. viii. 16. but then, though this 
in wicked men is often put out, and they are re- 
duced to diftrefled circumftances, yet not always ; 
and it fometimes is the cafe of good men, and was 
the cafe of Fob, which Bildad had his eye upon, fee 
ch. xxix. 2, 3. and the fpark of bis fire foall not 
foine all his carnal reafonings, the effects of the 
light of nature, and all his {chemes, efpecially re- 
ligious ones built upon them, fhall all come to 
nothing, and be of no effect or ufe unto him, fee 
If \.11. orthe fenfe is, that he fhall be reduced to fo 
low a condition in things civil, that he fhall have no 
light nor heat, nor joy and comfort, in this fenfe ; 
no not fo much asa fpark of outward happinefs 
fhall be left him. 

y. 6. The light fhall be dark in his tabernacle, 
&c.} Not the light of the eye, in the taberna- 
cle of his body, rather the light of nature and rea- 
fon in him; and when that 4gé¢ that is zz a man 
becomes darkne/s, as our Lord fays, bow great is 
that darknefs! Matt. vi. 23. but beft of all, it 
defigns the light of profperity in bis houfe and fa- 
mily, which fhould be quite obfcured: and bis 
candle foall be put out with bim, which fometimes 
fignifies the fpirit of man, his rational foul, called 
the candle of the Lord, Prov. xx. 27. which, tho’ 
it dies not when man dies, yet its light is. extinét 
with refpect to the things of this life, and all its 
thoughts and reafonings are no more about civil 
matters, and the affairs of this world ; in that fenfe 
this light is put out, and thofe thoughts perifh 
with, him, Pf. cxlvi. 4. but more frequently. it is 
uled for outwardiprofperity, which if it continues 
with a mah as long as he lives, as it often does, 
yet when he dies, it ceafes and is no more; it does not 
defcend with him into the grave, and he cannot 
earry i¢ into another world, but it is put out in 
ob{cure darknefs; fee ch. xxi.17. Prov. xx. 20. 

¥.7. The freps of his firength foall be ftraitened, 
&c.] As a man in health can take large and 
ftrong ftcps, and travel in the greatnefs of his 
ftrength ; fo in profperity he can, and does take 
large fteps in obtaining fame and reputation among 
men, in amaffing fubftance to himfelf, and towards 
fettling his family in theworld ; he is like one in 
a large place, and walks at liberty, goes in and 
out at pleafure, and none can controul him ; he 
walks in pride, and with an high and lifted up 
head, and with contempt of others, and his will 
is his law, and he does as he pleafes ; but in ad- 
verfity, as his ftrength is weakened in the way, he 
cannot take the ftrides he did, his way is hedged 
up with thorns, he is preffed on every fide, and 
furrounded with troubles, fo that let him turn him- 
felf which way he will, he can find no way to 
efcape : and his own counfel fhall caft him down ; as 
Abitopbel’s and Haman’s did, which iffued in their 
ruin ; what wicked men fometimes plot and devife, 
with a view to their own good, and the injury of 
others, proves the deftruction of themfelves ; when 
they have contrived to ‘raife themfelves upon the 
ruins of others, it has been the means of cafting 
them down from the ftate and condition they were 
in, inftead of raifing to an higher, even down to 
defolation, and into the moft miferable circum- 
‘tances. , 54 

y. 8. For he is caft into a net by bis own feet, 
&c.} He goes into it of himfelf, incautious and 
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imprudent; the counfels, {chemés and methods he 
{takes to hurt others, iffue in his own ruin; the 
pit he digs for them, he falls and finks into him- 
felf; and the net which he has fpread and. hid for 
others, in it is his own foot taken; and the ways 
and means he takes to do himfelf good; to amafs 
riches and advance his family, being illicit ones, 
prove fnares and nets unto him, thofe leading him 
into many foolifh and hurtful lufts, which bring 
him to perdition, Pf ix. 15: 1 Tim. vi. g. ever 
the various fins and tranfgreffions he commits are 
{nares unto him, by which he is enticed and drawn 
in: for in the tranfgrefion of an evil man there is ¢ 
Jnare, Prov. xxix. 6. thefe promife him peace, and 
pleafure, and liberty, but give neither; they are 
nets in which he is entangled, and cords by whick 
he is held, P/- ix. 15, 16. into which his own feet 
carry him: fome render it, be goes with a net at 
bis feet", or with his feet in a net; he can’t go 
where he would, or do as he pleafes ;_he is reftrain- 
ed by the providence of God; as the devils are 
held in chains, fo the feet of wicked men are 
entangled in a net,. that they cannot move and act 
as they are defirous of: and he walketh upon a nares 
laid for him, and hidden to him, and therefore 
walks on boldly and unconcerned, not being ap- 
prehenfive of any danger, though greatly expofed 
to it; he walks on as on firm and good ground, 
and in a broad road, but deftruétion and mifery 
are in his ways; yet he walks on of himfelf wil- 
lingly, and with all his ftrength, pleafing himfelf . 
E the path he treads, not dreaming of the mifchief 
that awaits him; or apon a thicket ° of thorns and 
briars, his fins and iniquities with which he is en- 
tangled, and out of which he can’t extricate him- 
felf, or afflictive providences with which his way 
is hedged up; though che former fenfe feems beft ; 
Mr. Broughton renders it, @ platted gin. 
¥.g. The gin fhall take bim by the heel, &c.} And 
hold him faft, fo that he fhall not be able to get 
away, efpecially out of fuch as are fet by God him- 
felf; for God has his nets, and fnares, and gins 
for wicked men, and fuch plenty of them, that . 
he even is faid to rain them on them; yea, he 
himfelf is a gin and a fnare unto them, and out 
of his hands there is no efcaping, wherefore it is a 
terrible thing to fall into them, fee Ezek. xii. 13. 
and xxxil. 3. Pf. xi. 6. I/vili. 14,15. and the rob- 
ber foall prevail againft him , either robbers literally 
taken, fuch as the Sabeans and Chaldeans, to whom 
Bildad may have reference, who prevailed againft 
Fob, and plundered him of his fubftance ; and 
fuch as thefe, as the word fignifies, are thir/ty ones ®, 
who thirft after the wealth and riches of men, and 
after their blood for the fake thereof, blood thirfty 
ones; Mr. Broughton-renders it, the favage, barbas 
rous, wild and uncivilized, that lived in defart 
places, and were like wild beafts, let their hair 
grow long, to make them look more terrible and 
tormidable, which fome take to be the fignifica- 
tion of the word, and render it orrid* or terri- 
ble, fee the note on ch. v. 5. or elfe the devil may 
be meant, who is like a roaring lion, terrible and 
frightful, and who, as he was a murderer from 
the beginning, fo a thief and robber, that comes 
to kill and deftroy, and whom God fuffers to pre- 
vail over the children of difobedience, and in whoni 
he works powerfully, being the {trong man armed, 
that has poffeffion of them and their goods, and 
keeps them in peace; and who has his {nares, which 
he 
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: in which they are taken alive, as/from the fociety of men, and became a f 
gets Fen and are azine by him at his|and vagabond, and afraid of every one | 
pleafure, 2 Tim. ii. 26. 18 _ | with, left he fhould kill him; and fometimes wie 
y¥.10. The fnare is laid for him in the ground, men flee when none purfue, and even at the fo 
&c.] Or hidden* there; for, as Solomon fays, in of a fhaking leaf, Prov. xxviii. 1. Lev. xxvi. 36 
vain the net is [pread in fight of any bird, Prov. i.\or fhall fatter bim at his feet‘, either at the feet 
17. and in vain it is to lay a fnare publickly in the of the robber, or caufe him to fall to. th unc 
ficht of any creature, it will not then come near it,| 10 the place where his feet ftood. Mr. Bro 
but fhun and avoid it; and therefore it is laid under| renders it, fhall prefs him at his feet, thall. llow 
ground, or hid in the earth, or in fome private place,|at his heels; and keep clofe to bim where-ever he 
where the creature, it is defigned for, may be) goes, and overtake and feize him. ‘hie - 
thoucht to come, or into which it is decoyed; or] ¥.12. His firength fall be bunger-bitten, 8cc.] 
the cord * that which is faftened to the’ fnare or Or fhall be famine*, or hunger, that is, fhall be 
net, and which the fowler holds in his hand, and weakened by it; famine is a fore evil, and. atly 
pulls with, as he finds occafion and opportunity weakens the natural ftrength of men; want of food 
offers; but this is hid as much as poffible, that] will foon bring down the ftrength of the ftron¢ 
it may not be feen : and a trap for him inthe way; man, when the ftay and the ftaff, the fuftenance and 
in which he is ufed to walk, by the road-fide, or fupport of man’s nature is taken from him: man , 
in it; Mr. Proughton renders it, 4 pitfall on the of the Fewifh writers, by bis Strength, underftand 
away-jide, fach as is dug for beafts to fall into and his children, who are, as Facob faid of Reuben, his 
be taken. The whole of this is defigned to fhow| might, and the beginning of his ftrength, Gez. 
how fuddenly and fecretly wicked men are taken xlix. 3. and when grown up are his protection and 
in nets, and fnares, and gins, either of their own; defence ; and for thefe to be diftrefled with hun- 
or others laying, and whilft they are crying peace,} ger, or deftroyed by famine, is @ fore judgment ; 
peace, fudden deftruétion comes upon them; fee fo the Targum paraphrafes it, his firft-born fon ; 
Eccl. ix. 12. 1 Theff. v. 3. Farchi interprets it, his fon; and Ben Gerjom, his 
y. 11. Terrors foall make bim afraid on every fide, feed or offspring: and de/truétion fhall be ready at 
&c.] Make him a Mager Miffabib, as Pa/bur was bis fide; or to his rib”; that is his wife, as the Tar- 
a terror to himfelf, and all his friends about him 5 gum and archi explain it, the Jews calling 2 
thefe terrors may be either the terrors of the judges} man’s wife his rib, becaufe the woman was origi- 
of the earth upon wicked men, who are, or fhould} nally made out of one of the ribs of Cp ll 
be, a terror to evil doers, and of whom wicked |if this could be thought to be the fenfe of the word 
men are afraid, left they fhould be taken and pu-jhere, and what is given by them of the former 
nifhed by them; to this fenfe is the note of Se-|claufe, both make up a compleat account of the 
phorno: or elfe the terrors of a guilty confcience, | deftruétion of a wicked man’s family, his wife and 
which drive a man to his wit’s end, that he knows) children: but rather it fignifies fome calamity, di- 
not what to do, nor whither to go; thefe terrify} ftrefs and trouble at hand, ready prepared for 
him night and day, and make an hell upon earth] wicked men, juft going to be infli@ted on them ; for 
unto him ; or the terrors of the righteous law of|God has ftores of vengeance for them, and has 
God broken by him, its menaces and curfes threat-| made ready his bow, and prepared inftruments and 
ening him with death and everlafting damnation ;| arrows of death and deftruction for them, as ell 
or the terrors of the judgments of God on earth,} as there is everlafting fire prepared, and blacknefS 
which by their fore-runners appear to be coming|of darknefs referved for them in the world to 
on it, by reafon of which mens hearts fail for fear] come ; for it can hardly be thought that this fhould 
of them; or terrible apprehenfions of the wrath| be underftood literally of any difeafe in the fide, 
of God for fin, here and hereafter, together with] as the pleurify, €@c. which is threatening, or any 
the terrors of death, which fall upon them, and of| mortal wound or ftab there, fuch as Joab gave 
an awful judgment yet to come. Now Bildad had| Amafa under the fifth rib. is ae . 
obferved, that ¥od had faid fome things concern-| | ¥. 13., It jhall devour the Strength of bis frin, 
ing the terrors he was fometimes poffeffed of, ch.|&e.] Or the bars of bis fkin*, the ftrength and 
vi. 4. and vii. 14. and ix.28. and therefore would|{upport of his body, for which his fkin. may be’ 
fuggeft from hence, that he muft be a wicked|put, as the bones; or the branches of bis frin®, the * 
man, fince this is the cafe of fuch; but it is{veins, which like fo many branches run under,” 
eafy to obferve, that good men are fometimes fur-}and may be feen through the fkin : now thele, it, 
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rounded with terrors as well as others, fo that this}famine, or want of food, devours, and deft re 
is no proof of a man’s charaéter and ftate, fee|{trength and beauty of the fkin, caufe it to be 
Pf. \xxxviii. 15, 16. Lam. ii. 22. and fhall drive|black like an oven, Lem. iv. 8. and v. 10. bring 
bim to his feet; to take to his feet and run, in or-{a man to a mere fkeleton, to fkin and bones, wafte 
der to get rid of his terrors if poffible, but injand confume the members of his body, his flefh,: 
vain; thefecaufe him not to run to God, to his feet,Jand blood, and bones; the Targum, Fare 

to the throne and footftool of his grace, but from| ben Ezra, by his bars or branches underftar 
him, to the rocks and mountains to hide him from|children,which are his bars, the ftrength of hi 
his wrath, though there is no going from his fpi-jare to him as branches to a tree, proceedit x f 
rit, nor fleecing from his prefence ; and terrors willjhim; and if we render it, as fome dos be fhall de 
alfo have fuch an effect upon wicked men as tolor eat, that is, the wicked man, it poir 
caufe them to flee from men, as in Caia, who not|moft horrible fcene in a famine, whi 
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and fhuddering; and yet what has been, as in the 


Or B. 321 


of a mar out of it, and even out of the world). 


fieges of Samaria and Ferufalem, a parent’s eating|fee Pf. li. 5. and it foall bring him to the king of 


and devouring his own children, 2 Kings vi. 28,29. 


terrors; either famine; by which his ftrength is 


Lam. iw. 10. but rather, the it is the firft-born of| weakened, or deftruction that is at his fide, or the 


death, in the next claufe, which is to be fupplied 


firft-borh of death; or his vain confidence : or this 


from thence here: even the firjt-born of death fhall\may be the fenfe, thou (O God) wilt bring him; 


devour bis firength ; and fo Mr. Broughton tranflates 
the whole verfe, ‘* a ftrange death fhall eat all the 
branches of his body, all its branches fhall it eat ;” 
which the Targum interprets of the angel of death, 
him which has the power of death: but rather it 
fignifies not what prefides over death, but what 
death firft produces, which are corruption and rot- 
tennefs, duft and worms; thefe are the firft-born 
of death, or the firft-fruits and effects of it, and 
which devour and deftroy not the fkin only, but 
the whole body and all its members: or the jirjt- 
born death*; death, which is a firft born, it is the 
firft-born of fin ; fin is its parent, luft conceives 
fin, and that brings forth death; death is the child 
of fin, and is its firft-born, and fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin; and this is what devours 
and deftroys the ftrength of men. Some under- 
ftand by firft-born death, a premature one, death 
before the ufual time, or common courfe of nature ; 
wicked men don’t live out half their days; and 
when they are taken off in their youth, in the 
prime of their days, and ftrength, and amidit all 
their wealth, riches and pleafures, this is the firit, 
or firft-born death, as that is a fecondary one which 
is late, in the time of old age. This is the inge- 
nious thought of Pineda ; but perhaps rather, , as 
the firft-born is the chief and principal; fo here 
may be meant, the chiefeft of deaths, the moft 
hard, cruel and fevere; the firft of thoie, that 
death has under it, which are principally the {word, 
famine, peftilence, and the noifom beaft, fee Rev vi. 
8. it is commonly thought that famine is intended, 


ot caufe bim to go to the king of terrors’; to death; 
all men are brought unto it, but not all unto it as 
a king of terrors ; as good men, fuch as Simeon,y 
the apoftle Paul, and others, but wicked men. 
Death is a king, it reigns, it has a large empire, 
even the whole world ; its fubjeéts are numerous, 
all, high and low, rich and poor, great and {mall ; 
and the duration of its reign is long, it reigned. 
from Adam to Mojes, from Mo/es to the coming of 
Chrift, and from thence to this day; and will to 
the end of the world, and it reigns with an irrefi- 
{tible power: and this king is a king of terrors to 
wicked men ; it is, as Ariftotie * calls it, the moft 
terrible of terfibles.; it is terrible to nature, being 
a diffolution of it;,and it muft be terrible to mere 
natural men, who have nothing to fupport them 
under it, and no views beyond the grave to com- 
fort them, and caufe them to go chearful through 
it; but, on the other hand, have not only, the bit- 
ternefs of death to endure, but have terrible appre- 
henfions of a future judgment that comes after it. 
Some render it, the king of darknefs °, extreme dark- 
nefs, blacknefs of darknefs, utter darknefs, which. 
wicked men at death are brought unto. archi 
interprets it of the king of daemons, the devil ; 
and to be brought to him is to be brought to hell 
and eternal damnation: fo fome render it, zerrors 
foall bring him to bis king‘, the devil; or rather, 
terrors foall come upon him like a king®, in a very 
grand, powerful and formidable manner. 

¥. 15. It foall dwell in his tabernacle, &c.} What 
fhall dwell in it is not faid; there are various con- 


fpoken of in the context ; but why not rather fome|jecturesabout it, and different fupplements. are 


thing diftiné&t from it, and particularly the pefti- 
lence ? fince that is emphatically called death by 
the ews, and in the paffage laft referred to, and 
is the terror by night, and the arrow that flies by 
day, even the peftilence that walks in darknefs, 
and the deftruétion that waftes at noon-day ; by 
means of which thoufands, and ten thoufands of 
wicked men fall at the fides of good men, when 
it does not affeét them; and fo may be the evil par- 
ticularly threatened to a wicked man here, fee P/ 
mci..5; 657. , 

y. 14. His confidence foall be rooted out of bis ta- 
bernacle, &c.j That which his confidence was 
placed in, his wealth and riches, his family, par- 
ticularly his children, in all which he placed his 
confidence of future profperity and happinefs; thefe 
fhould be all taken away from him, and his houfe 
cleared of them all; or his good, found and health- 
ful conftitution, on account of which he promifed 
himnfelf long life, this he fhould be deprived of, 
and it fhould be taken out of the tabernacle of his 
body ; or his hope and confidence of eternal hap- 
pinefs in another world, this fhould perifh, and 
be as the giving up of the ghoft: or the words 
may be rendered, be fhall be rooted out of bis taber- 
nacle, which was bis confidence” ; that is, his foul 
fhall be taken out his body by death, in which it 
dwelt as in a tabernacle, and where he hoped to 
have had a long continuance; death is a rooting 
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made ; the Targum is, ‘‘ his wife fhall dwell in a 
tabernacle not his ;” and to the fame purpofe Far- 
chi; as if it was one‘part of the punifhment of a 
wicked man, that he fhould leave a widow behind 
him, and no houfe of his own for her to dwell in ; 
but this is the cafe of the widows of many good 
men, who themfelves, in their life-time, have no’ 
houfes of their own, and fome no certain dwell- 
ing-places, yea, have lived in caves and dens of 
the earth ; the mother of our Lord, who feems to’ 
have been a widow at his death, was taken by one 
of his difciples to his own home; which fhows fhe 
had none of herown. The Vulgate Latin verfion 
is, ‘his neighbours fhall dwell in his tabernacle ;” 
which fome underftand of their coming into it 
after his death, to mourn and bewail him ; but as 
fuch a vifit of his family upon his deceafe, cannot 
be called dwelling, fo this is rather a benefit and 
favour to his family, than a diftrefs : rather it may 
fignify, that fuch neighbours whom he had op- 
preffed, and who hated him for his tyranny and 
cruelty, now fhould dwell in his houfe; what he 
had built, ftrangers fhould inhabit, which is a pu- 
nifhment of fin and finners, Deut. xxviii. 30. Aben 
Ezra fupplies it thus, a ftrange or evil beaft fhalt 
dwell in it, as they do in defolate places ; and it is 
frequently given as a fign and token of defolation in 
countries, cities and palaces, that they are become 
the habitations of wild and favage creatures, fee 
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I. xiii. 19 —22. and xxxiv. 11, &c. Zeph. ii, 14. and fometimes to green: bay-trees, i 
but it feems beft to fupply it from the context, for a while, and which on a fudden perifh, : bs 
either thus, famine, hunger, wapt of food fhall|come to nothing, fee Cant. ii. 2. Fude y. 12. “Pf. 
dwell in it; poverty and want fhall come like an|xxxvii. 35, 36. and fuch a fimile is here ufed ;*and 
armed man into it, and take poffeffions there fhall| by his roots may be meant his family, from whence 
the marks and figns of penury and di- he fprung, which now fhould be extinét with him, 
ftrefs, or deftruétion ready at his fide fhall take|fee // xi.1. Daz. xi.7. or his fubftance, which ia 
up its abode init, and it fhall be called the houfe of| greatly increafed, he feemed to take root in the eart , 9 
deftruction, as a certain city is called the city of de-|and not only to be in a profperous, but in a ftable, 
ftruction, becaufe devoted to it, Jf xix. 18. or the}fettled condition; but now, Ephraim like, he fhould 
firft-born of death, fome deadly difeafe, as the pe-|be fmitten, and his root dried up; all his wealth, 
ftilence ; or death itfelf, the king of terrors, whojand all the refources of it, fhould be exhaufted, 
is fometimes reprefented as a perfor coming up into| be no more, fee Yer. xii. 2. Hof. ix. 16. and above 
the windows of a palace, and entering it, and cut-\/ball bis branch be cut off; his children that fprung 
ting off great numbers; fo that it goes ill with|from him, as branches from a tree, and were his 
him that is left in a tabernacle, where he has his|glory and beauty, thefe fhould be cutoff; réferring 
habitation, Yer. ix. 21. ‘fob xx. 26. or terror, as{no doubt in both claufes to Yod’s prefent circum- 
Ben Gerfom, every one of the terrors before mention- ftances, whofe root in‘ the time of his profperity 
ed, fo that no body will care to dwell in it, but for-|was fpread out by the waters, but now dried up, 
fake it as an haunted houfe: in fhort, from thejand on whofe branches the dew lay all night, but 
whole it may be gathered, that the curfe of God}now cut off, ch. xxix, 19. fo the Targum, © his 
fhould alight upon it, and remain in it, as it does children fhall be cut off out of the earth, and from 
in the houfe of the wicked ; the fame with the fiy-jheaven his deftruétion fhall be decreed ;” both 
ing roll in the vifion of Zechariah, the curfé of |claufes fignify the utter deftruction of the family 
God’s righteous Jaw, which enters into the houfe of the wicked man, root and branch, fee Mai. iv. 
of the thief and perjurer, and confumes it, Prov.|1. It is a beautiful defcription of a tree ftruck 
iii. 93. Zech. v. 4. the reafon follows, decaufe it)with thunder and lightning, -and burnt and fhat- 
is none of bis not by right, being bought or built}tered to pieces, and agrees with the® preceding 
with mammon of unrighteoufhefs, with money not} verfe, > 27 ie 
honeftly got, and therefore fhall not profper; or} ¥.17. His remembrance fhall perifh from the earth, 
becaufe it is no longer his, he being taken from it}&c ] Not only are the wicked forgotten of God 
by death, the king of terrors, and that not know-|in heaven, and are as the flain he remembers no 
ing or owning him any more as its mafter or pro-|more, unlefs it be to pour out his wrath upon them, 
prietor, and therefore ftrangers fhall dwell in it; and punifh them for their fins, for which great’ Ba- 
or becaufe there is none that fhall be after him, be-|4y/on will come up in remembrance before him; but 
caufe he fhall have none left, or he hall have no|of men on earth, and in the very places where they 
furvivor*, all his family being taken away by/}were born, and lived all their days, Ecchi viii. ro. 
death; and therefore, nothing but. defolation andjand ix. 5. yea, thofe places, houfes “and palaces, 
deftrution fhall be feen in it, fee Amos vi. g, 10.|towns and cities, which they have built to perpe- 
brimftone fhall be fcattered upon bis habitation ; that|tuate their memory among men, perifh and come 
is, his houfe fhould be burnt down by ‘lightning, /to nought, and their memorial with’ them, Pf ix. 
which is often falphurous, and fometimes very|5, 6. and xlix. 11, and he fhall have no name in the 
fenfibly has the fmell of brimftone in it’. Bildad fireet ; much lefs in the houfe of God, ftillMefs 
may refer either to the fire of heaven that deftroy-|in heaven, in the Lamb’s book of life’; 0 far 
ed Fob’s fheep, which was of this kind ; or rather|from it, that he fhall have none on earth, no good 
to the deftruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, by ajname among men; if ever his name is mentioned 
thower of fire and brimftone from heaven, a fact|after his death, it is with fome brand of infamy upon 
well known in thofe times. Moreover, brimftone|him ; he is not fpoken of in public, in a court of 
feattered upon the wicked man’s dwelling-place, |judicature, nor in any place of commérce and trade, 
may denote the defolation of it, that it fhouldjnor in any concourfe of people, or public aflembly 
lic in ruins, and be unfit to be inhabited ; and the|of any note, efpecially with any credit or commen- 
defolation of places is fometimes fignified by their|dation; fuch is the difference between a good man 
being falt, brimftone and burning. pitch, Dewt.{and a wicked man, fee. Prov. xi. 7. 
xxix. 23. J/. xxxiv. g. yea, this may be carried} y.18. He jhall be driven from light into darknefs, 
farther, and denote the eternal damnation of all/&c.)] Either from the light of outward ptofperity 
in his houfe, feeing the burning of Sodom with| formerly enjoyed by him, into the darknefs of ad- 
brimftone, was an example to ungodly men fuf-|verfity ; or rather from the light of the living, the 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude y. 7.) light of the prefent life, to the darknefs of d 
and which is fometimes exprefied by brimftone,|and the grave, the land of darknefs, and of the 
and a lake burning with fire and brimftone, Rev.|fhadow of death, ch. x. 21,22. and even into ut- 
xx. 10, and xxi. 8. and xiv. 10, 11. Some *|ter darknefs, blacknefs of darknefs, the darknefs 
think refpe& is had to the luftration of houfes|of hell, eternal darknefs ; oppoféd to the light of eh 
‘with fulphur, to drive away demons, and remove}the divine prefence, and the inheritance of the 
impurity, to make them fit to dwell in’; and others/faints in light, poffeffed by them to all “— 
think it refers to the burning of fulphur in houfes| which the wicked man is deprived of, and will h As 
at funerals, to teftify and exaggerate mourning™, |no fhare in, -but fhall be driven from the prefence © 
¥. 16. His roots foall be dried up beneath, &c.]\of God, and by him; for fo the words 
Wicked men are fometimes compared to trees; to|rendered, they fhall drive him", God, Father, 
trees of the wood, barren and unfruitful; to trees|and Spirit; God by the eaft-wind and ftorm of 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;|his wrath fhall carry him away, and hurl him _ 
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Ch. xvill, ¥. r9g—21: 
out of his place, and fhall caft the fury of his 
wrath on him, and not fpare, nor fhall he fee out 
of his hands, though he fain would, ch. xxvii. 21, 
22. or the angels, good or bad, fhall drive him 
into endlefs torments, or fhall by the divine order 
take him and caft him into outward darknefs, where 
are weeping, wailing, and gnafhing of teeth; thus 
are the wicked driven againft their will, and muft 
go whether they will or no, and like beafts to the 
flaughter, are driven in their wickednels, in order 
to fuffer the punifhment due unto it, when the 
righteous hath hope in his death, Prov. xiv. 32. 
and chafed out of the world; or caft out of it, 
as an’ unclean or excommunicated perfon, of 
which the word here is fometimes ufed°; and not 
only chafed out of his own place, out of his own 
houie, and out of his own country, but even out 
of the world, fo as to have no place any more 
in it, fee ch. xx. 8, 9. 
¥. 19. He fall neither have fon nor nephew among 
bis people, &c.] Neither fon, nor fon’s fon, or grand- 
fon; fo the Targum, Farchi and Bar Txemach ; 
that is, he fhall be childlefs, and have no heirs, 
fucceffors or furvivors to inherit his eftate, bear 
and perpetuate his name among the people of his 
country, city, or neighbourhood. A/dad refpects 
-no doubt the prefent cafe of Fob, who had loft all 
his children ; but he was miftaken if he thought 
he fhould die fo, for he had after this as many chil- 
dren as he had before: nor any remaining in bis 
dwellings; being all dead, or fled from them, thro’ 
the terror, defolation. and deftruction in them. 
Aben Ezra and Bar Tzemach interpret them places, 
in which he was a fojourner or ftranger ; and Mr. 
Broughton, nor remnant in his pilgrimage. 
¥. 20. They that come after him [ball be aftonifbed 
at bis day, &c.} At the day of his calamity and 
diftrefs, ruin and deftruction, fee Pf. xxxvii. 13. 
Obad. ¥.12. it would be extremely amazing to them 
how it fhould .be, that a man who was in fuch 
flourifhing and profperous circumftances, fhould 
be brought at once, he and his family, into fuch 
extreme poverty, and into fuch a diftrefféd and 
forlorn condition; they fhould be, as it were, thun- 
der ftruck at it, not being able to account for it : 
by thefe are meant, fuch as are younger than the 
wicked man, and that continue longer than-he, yet 
upon the fpot when his calamity befel ; or elfe po- 
fterity in after-times, who would be made acquaint- 
ed with the whole affair, and be furprized at the 
relation of it: as they that went before were af- 
frighted; not that lived before the times of the 
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HIS chapter contains ¥0b’s reply to Bildad’s 
fecond fpeech, in which he complains of the 

ill ufage of his friends, of their continuing to vex 
him, and to beat, and bruife, and break him in pieces 
with their hard words, and to reproach him, and 
carry it ftrange to him, ¥. :—3. which he thought 
was very cruel, fince, if he was miftaken, the 
miftake lay with himfelf, ¥. 4. and if they were de- 
termined to goon at this rate, he would have them 
obferve, that his afflictions were of God, and there- 
fore fhould take care to what they imputed them, 
fince he could not get the reafons of them, or his 
caufe to be heard, though he vehemently and im- 
portunately fought it, ¥. 5—7. and then gives an 


o-sry)’ excommunicabunt eum, Schmidt, Michaelis ; fo Codurcus. fs 


guem non agnoicit Deus fortis, Junius. - 
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wicked man, for they could not fee his day, or be 
(peétators of his ruin, and fo be affrighted at ir ; 
but his cotemporaries, who are faid to be thofe 
that went befSre, not with refpeét to. the wicked 
man, but with refpect to youncer perfons or pofterity 
that were after; fo Bar Yzemach interprets it, which 
were in his time, or his cotemporaries; and Mr.’ 
Broughton, ‘* the prefent took an horror ;” a late 
learned commentator.’ renders the words, weftern 
and eaftern ; as»if all people in the world, eaft and 
weft, would be amazed and aftonifhed at the fud- 
den and utter deftruction of this wicked man. 

v.21. Surely fuch are the dwellings of the wicked, 
&c.] | As before defcribeds as that the light fhould 
be dark in them ; a wicked man’s confidence fhould 
be rooted out of them; every thing fhocking and 
dreadful fhould dwell in them ; brimftone fhould 
be fcattered on them, they fhould be utterly con- 
fumed, and none remaining inthem, y. 6, 14, 15, 
19. The Zargum teprefents thefe as the words of 
the perfons aftonifhed and affrighted, who at the 
fight of fuch a difmal fpectacle fhould utter them; 
prefacing them thus, \“* and they fhall fay, but 
thefe are the dwellings, c.” and this is the place 
of him that kuoweth not God; the place that he 
fhall be driven to when chafed out of the world, 
even a place of darknefs and milery, ¥. 18. or this 
is the cafe of bim that knoweth not the Omnipotent, 
as Mr. Broughtou tranflates the words; that is, 
which is above defcribed in the feveral particulars 
of it; this is fooner or later the cafe of every, wick- 
ed man, as Bildad fuppofed it now was7¥od’s cafe, at 
leaft in part, or would.be hereafter: one that knows 
not God, is the periphrafis of a wicked man, that 
has no knowledge of God, at leaft no praétical 
knowledge of him, that lives without God in the 
world, or like an atheift,; fuch fhall be punifhed 
with everlafting deftruction by him, fee 2 Theff i. 
8, 9. either one whom God knows not 4, fo fome 
render the words; for though God by the perfec- 
tion of his omnifcience knows all men, good and 
bad, yet there are fome he knows not fo as to ap- 
prove of, love and delight in, fee Mart. vii. 23. 
or rather that have no knowledge of God, who 
though they may know there is a God, yet do not 
worlhip and glorify him asGod; and though they 
may profefs to know him, yet in works they deny 
him, and however have no {piritual and experimen- 
tal knowledge of him; don’t know-him in Chrift, 
as the God of all grace, and as their God in him; 
they don’t know him, fo as to love him, fear, wor- 
fhip and obey him. 
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enumeration of the feveral particulars of his di- 
ftrefs, all which he afcribes to God, ¥. 8—1z2. 
and he enlarges upon that part of his unhappy 
cafe, refpecting the alienation of his neareft rela- 
tions, moft intimate acquaintance and friends from 
him, and their contempt of him, and. the like 
treatment he met with from his fervants, and even 
young children, ¥. 13—19. all which, with other 
troubles, had fuch an effect upon him as to reduce 
him to a mere fkeleton, and which he mentions to 
move the pity of thefe his friends, now converfing 
with him, ¥.20—22. and yet after all, and in 
the midft of it, and which was his great fuppore 


under his trials, he expreffes his {trong faith in his 


living 
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living Redeemer, who fhould appear on the earth/referring not to ten feétions or paragraphs, in» 
in the latter day, and be his Saviour, and in the] which they had done it, as Yarchi 5 or to the five” 
refurreétion of the dead through him, which he be-| fpeeches of his friends, in which their reproaches » 
lieved he fhould fhare in, and in all the happinefs}were doubled; or to %od’s words, and their anfwer 

confequent on it ; and he wifhes this confeffion of] as Saadiah ; for it does not denote an exact num- ‘ 

lis faith might be written. and engraven, and be) ber of their reproaches, which eb was not fo care-: 
preferved ona rock for ever for the good of pofte-'ful to count ; but it fignifies that he had been many > 


rity, ver. 23——27, and clofes the chapter with an times reproached by them ; fo Aben Ezra, and in» 
expoftulation with his friends, diffuading them from | which fenfe the phrafe is often ufed, fee Gen. xxxi. 7. 


perfecuting him any longer, fince there was no rea- 
fon for it in himfelf, and it might be attended with 
bad confequences to them, ver. 28, 29. 


' $f. 1. Then Job anfwered and faid.) Having heard 


Bildad out, without giving him any interruption ; 


Numb. xiv. 22. it is the lot of good men in alk 
ages to be reproached by carnal and profane finners, 
on account of religion, and for righteoufnefs-fake, - 
as Chriftians are for the fake of Chrift and his gof-. 
pel; and which Mofes efteemed greater riches than. 
all the treafures of Egypt, but to be reproached by 


friends, and that asan hypocrite and a wicked man, - 
in his own defence, and put in his anfwer as fol-jas ob was, muft be very cutting; and this being 
inee often repeated, as it was an ageravation of the fin 
¥ 2. How long will ye vex my foul, &c.] dco his friends, fo likewife of his affliction and pa-_ 
of all vexation is the worft ; not only his bones were|tience : 2’ are not afbamed, fo that ye make yourfelves 
vexed, but his foul alfo, as David’s was, Pf. vi. 2, 3. \ftrange to me; they looked fhy at him ;. would not 
His body was vexed with boils from head to feet ;/be free and friendly with him, but carried it ftrange 
but now his foul was vexed by his friends, andjto him, and feemed to have their affections alie- 
which denotes extreme vexation, a man’s be-|nated from him. ‘There fhould not be a {trange- 7 
ing vexed to his very heart: there are many|nefs in good men one to another, fince they are not 
things vexatious to men, efpecially to good men ;|aliens from the commonwealth of Jrael, and ftran- 
they are not only vexed with pains of the body, as/gers to the covenants of promife, to the grace of 
others, and with lofs of worldly fubftance ; but;God, and communion with him; fince they are 
even all things here below, and the higheft enjoy-|fellow-citizens, and of ‘the houfhold of God; be- 
ment of them, as wealth, wifdom, honours, and|long to the fame city, fhare in the fame privileges, 
pleafures, are all vanity and vexation of fpirit, as|are of the fame family, children of the fame father, 
they were to Solomon, but more efpecially, truly|and brethren one of another, members of the fame 
good men are vexed with the corruptions of their|body, heirs of the fame grace and glory, and are 
hearts, which are as pricks in their eyes and thorns/to dwell together in heaven to all eternity ; where- 
in their fides, and with the temptations of Sa-|fore they fhould not make themfelves {trange to 
tan, which are alfo thorns in the flefh and fieryjeach other, but fhould fpeak often, kindly, and 


and when he had finifhed his oration, he rofe up) 


darts, and with the converfation of wicked men, 
as was the foul of righteous Lot, and with the bad 
principles and practices of profeffors of religion ; 
and fometimes as ob was, they are vexed by their 
own friends, who fhould be their comforters, but 
prove miferable ones, as his did, and even vexa- 
tious, and continued fo to the wearing him out al- 
moft; and fo fome render the words, How Jong will 
4e weary my foul ©, with repeating their infinuations 
that he was a wicked and hypocritical man, and 
therefore was afflicted of God in the manner he 
was; and which, knowing his own innocency, ex- 
tremely vexed him: and break me in pieces with 
words; not his body, but his fpirit; which was 
broken, not by the word of God, which is like an 
hammer that breaks the rocky heart in pieces ; for 
fuch a breaking is in mercy, and not an affliction 
to be complained of ; and fuch as are thus broken 
are healed again, and bound up by the fame hand 
that breaks; who has great regard to broken {pirits 
and contrite hearts; looks to them, and dwells 


affectionately one to another, and freely converfe 
together. about {piritual things; fhould pray with 
one another, and build up each other on their moft 
holy faith, and by love ferve one another, and do’ 
all good offices mutually that lie in their power, 
and bear one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil the 
law of Chrift: but inftead of this, Fod’s friends 
would fcarcely look at him, much leis fpeak one 
kind word to him ; yea, they hardened themfelves 
againft him, as fome ‘ render the word; had no 
compaffion on him, or pity for him in his diftref- 
fed circumftances, which their relation to him 
obliged unto, and was due unto him on the fcore 
of friendfhip; nay, they mocked at him, which, is 
the fenfe of the word according to Ben Gerfom'; and 
of this he had complained before, ch. xii. 4, and xvii. 
2. and with fome § it has the fignification of impu- 
dence and audacioufneis, from the fenfe of the word 
in the Arabic language, fee J/. iii. 9. as if they be- 
haved towards ‘him in a very impudent manner: 
or, though they kvew him, as the Targum para- . 


with them, in order to revive and comfort them :}phrafes it, yet they were uot a/bamed to reproach 
but, by the words of men; od was {mitten with|him ; though they knew that he was a man that 
the tongues of men ; as Yeremiah was, and was|feared God; they knew his character and conyer- 
beaten and bruifed by them, as any thing is beaten|fation before his afflictions came on him, and yet 
and bruifed by a peftle in a mortar, as the word “*/traduced him as an hypocrite and a vical man. 
fignifies, and is fometimes rendered, J/. lili. 5. 10. Whatever is finful men fhould be afhamed of, 
thefe muft be not foft but hard words, not gentlejand will be fooner or later; not.to be afhacmeade 
reproofs, which being given and taken in love,/thereof, is an argument of great hardnefs and im- 
will not break the head, but calumnies and re-|penitence; and among other things it becomes’ 
proaches falfly caft, and with great feverity, and) faints to be afhamed of their making themfelves. 
frequently, which break the heart. See Pf. Ixix. 20.) ftrange to one another. Some render it interroga- _ 
¥ 3. Thefe ten times have ye reproached me, &c.] tively”, are ye not afbamed? &c. you may wall 


afhamed. 
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overthrown him, or caft him down-from an high 
to a very low eftate ; that had taken away his fub- 
ftance, his children, and his wealth: or hath per= 
verted me '; not that God had made him perverfe, 
or was the caufe or occafion of any perverfenefs in 
him, either in his words or in his actions, or had 
perverted his caufe, and the judgment of it; 70d 
could readily anfwer to thofe queftions of Bildad, 
Doth God pervert judgment 2? or doth the Almighty 
pervert juftice ? and fay, no, he doth not; but he is 
to be underftood in the fame fenfe asthe church is ; 
when fhe fays, fee Lam. iii. 9. be bath made my path 
crooked ; where the fame word is ufed as here; and 
both fhe and od mean, that God had brought 
them into crofs, crooked, and afflictive difpenfa- 
tions: and hath compaffed me with bis net; and 
which alfo defigns affliction, which is God’s net, 
which he has made, ordained, and makes ufe of ; 
which he lays for his people, and takes them in, and 
draws them to himfelf, and. prevents them com- 
mitting fin, and caufes to iffue in their good ; fee 
Lam. i. 13. Ezek. ii. 13. 
¥. 7. Behold I cry out of wrong, &c.] Or of 
violence ™, or injury done him by the Sabeans and 
Chaldeans upon his fubftance, and by Satan upon 
his health; this he cried out, and complained of in 
prayer to God, and of it as it were in open court, 
as a violation of juftice, and as being dealt very un- 
juftly with: du¢ Iam not heard; his prayer was 
not heard; he could get no relief, nor any redrefs 
of his grievances, nor any knowledge of the rea- 
fons of his being thus ufed; fee Had. i. 2. I cry 
aloud, but there is mo judgment ; notwithftanding 
his vehement and importunate requefts ; and which 
were repeated time after time, that there might be 
a hearing of his caufe; that it might be fearched 
into and tried, that his innocence might be cleared, 
and juftice done him, and vengeance taken on thofe 
that wronged him ; but he could not obtain it; 
there was no time appointed for judgment, no 
court of judicature fet, nor any to judge. Now 
feeing this was the cafe, that the hand of God was 
in all his afflictions ; that he had complained to him 
of the injury done him; and that he had moft ear- 
neftly defired his caufe might be heard, and the 
reafons given why he was thus ufed, but could get 
no anfwer to all this; therefore it became them to 
be cautious, and careful of what they faid concern- 
ing the dealings of God with him, and to what ac- 
count they placed them; of which he gives a par- 
ticular enumeration in the following verfes. 
¥.8. He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pafs, 
&c.] A metaphor taken from travellers, who not 
only meet with obftacles and obftructions in their 
way, which make it difficult ; but fometimes with 
fuch inclofures and fences, that they are at a full 
ftop, and cannot pafs on, and know not what 
courfe to fleer: the people of God. are not inhabi- 
tants of this world, but pilgrims, ftrangers, and 
fojourners in it, and travellers through it; they are 
bound for another country, and are travelling to it ; 
and though their way for the moft part is indeed 
troublefome, but generally paffable, or made fo; 
yet fometimes notonly is their way hedged up with 
afflictions, and they hedged about with them, that 
they cannoteafily get out, and get through and pafs 
on; and it is with much difficulty, and with be- 
ing much fcratched and torn they do brufhthrough; 
but they alfo at other times find God has built up 
a wal 


afhamed, if you are not; this is put in order to 
make them afhamed. 

¥. 4. And be it indeed that I have erred, &c.] 
Which is a conceffion for argument-fake, but not 
an acknowledgment that he had erred ; though it 
is poflible he might have erred, and it is certain he 
did in fome things, though not in that refpect with 
which he was charged humanum eft errare, all men 
are fubject to miftakes, good men may err; they 
may err in judgment, or from the truth in fome 
refpect, and be carried away for awhile, and to fome 
degree with the error of the wicked, though they 
fhall be turned from it again ; they may err in prac- 
tice, and wander from the way of God’s command- 
ments ; and indeed, their ftrayings and aberrations 
of this fort are fo many, that David fays, Who can 
underftand bis errors? Pf. xix. 12, and they may 
err in words, or make a miftake in fpeech ; but 
then no man fhould be made an offender for a 
word ; for he muft be a perfect man that is free 
from miftakes of this kind: now ‘¥od argues that 
{uppofing this to be his cafe in any of the above in- 
{tances ; yet, fays he, mine error remaineth with my- 
felf ; 1 only am chargeable with it, and an{werable 
for it; it is nothing to you, and why fhould you 
trouble yourfelves about it ; it will not be imputed 
to you, nor will you fuffer on account of it; or, 
admitting | have imbibed an error, I do not publith 
it abroad; I keep it to myfelf; it lies and lodges 
in my own breaft, and no body is the wore for it: 
or let it remain, or lodge with me“, why fhould my 
miftakes be publifhed abroad, and all the world 
be made acquainted with them? or, elfe this ex- 
prefles his refolution to abide by what his friends 
called an error; and then the fenfe is, if this is an 
error which I have afferted, that God afflicts both 
good and bad men; and that afflictions are no argu- 
ment of a man’s being an hypocrite and a wicked 
man, I am determined to continue in it; I will 
not give it up, I will hold it faft; it fhall remain 
with me as a principle never to be departed from ; 
or it may be rather his meaning is, : that this notion 
he had imbibed would remain with him, and was 
likely to do fo, for any thing they had faid, or 
could fay to the contrary. 

¥. 5. If indeed ye will magnify yourfelves againft 
me, &c.} Look and talk big, fet up themfelves for 
great folk, and refolve to run him down ; open 
their mouths wide againft him, and {peak great 
fwelling words in a bluftering manner; or magnify 
what they called an error in him, and fet it out in 
the worft light they could: and plead againjt me my 
reproach ; his affliction which he was reproach- 
ed with, and was pleaded againft him as an argu- 
ment of his being a wicked man; if therefore they 
were determined to go on after this manner, and 
infift on this kind of proof, then he would have 
them take what follows 

¥.6. Know now that God hath overthrown me, 
&cc.] He would have them take notice that all his 
afflictions were from the hand of God; and there- 
fore fhould take care to what they imputed any acts 
of his, whofe ways are unfearchable, and the rea- 
fons of them not to be found out; and therefore, 
if a wrong conftruction fhould be put upon them, 
which may be eafily done by weak-fighted men, it 
mutt be difpleafing to him. od had all along from 
the firft afcribed his afflictions to God, and he ftill 
continued to do fo; he faw his hand in them all, 
whoever were the inftruments, it was God that had 
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a wall againft them, and enclofed them with hewn 
ftones, and fo fenced up their way that they cannot 
pafs on; fuch difficulties prefent as feem infur- 
mountable, and they are at a ftand, and know not 
what way to take; which was now 7od’s cafe, fee 
Lam. iii. 5.7. 9. and this may not only refpect the 
way of his walk in this world, but his way to God, 
either to the throne of his grace, or the tribunal of 
his juftice: the way to God, as ona throne of 
grace, is only through Chrift, the living way; 
which, tho’ more clearly revealed under the gofpel- 
difpenfation, and therefore called a new way, yet 
was known under the former difpenfation, and made 
ufe of ; in which faints may have accefs to God, 
with boldnefs and confidence : but fometimes this 
way feems by unbelief to be fencedup, though it is 
always open; and efpecially when God hides his 
face, and is not to be feen, nor is it known where 
to find him, and how to come up to his feat; and 
which alfo was ob’s cafe, ch. xxiii. 3. and where- 
as he was very defirous of having his caufe heard 
and tried at the tribunal of God, his way was fo 
fhut up, that he could not obtain what he fo much 
defired, and knew not therefore how to proceed, 
and what courfe to take: and be hath fet darkne/s in 
my paths ; and was like a traveller in a very dark 
night, that cannot fee his way, and knows not what 
ftep to take next; fo good men, though they walk 
notin the ways of darknefs, in a moral fenfe, as 
unregenerate men do; yet even while they are walk- 
ing in the good ways of truth and holinefs, and 
while they are paffing thro’ this world, God fome- 
times withdraws the light of his countenance from 
them, fo that they walk in darknefs, and have no 
light, which is very uncomfortable walking ; and 
when God may be faid to put darknefs into their 
paths, he not granting them the light of grace and 
comfort they have fometimes enjoyed ; and fo it is 
with them when under fuch dark difpenfations of 
providence, as that they cannot fee the end of God 
in leading them in fuch ways ; and then their cafe is 
Such as it now was ‘f0d’s; that they cannot fee any 
way of getting out of it; as the Jraelites at the 


as to be {tripped of his cloaths, by one or more of 
fuperior power to him : and taken the crown from ~ 
my head ,; meaning much the fame as before, either 

his wealth and riches, which are the crown of a 

wife man, Prov. xiv. 24. or his children, which 

are the crown of old men, Prov. xvii. 6. or every 
thing that gave him honour, reputation, and efteem 

with men; all was taken away from him, and his 
‘honour laid in the duft. Some from hence have 
wrongly concluded, that Yo was a king, and wore 

a royal diadem, of which he was now deprived, 
miftaking him for Fobad a king of Edom, Gen, 
xxxvi. 33. but he had and wore a better diadem, 

and which he did not lofe, but held faft, “even his 
righteoufnefs, juftice, and integrity, ch. xxix, 14. 

and much lefs could the crown of life, righteouf- 
nefs, and glory, to which he was entitled, be taken 
from him. 

v.10. He hath deftroyed me on every fide, &e.} 
To be troubled on every fide is much, as the a- 
poftles were, 2 Cor. iv. 8. but ‘to be deftroyed on 
every fide, and all around, is more, and denotes 
utter deftruction ; it may have refpeét to the 
ruin of his fubftance and family, which were 
all demolifhed at once; his oxen and affés, which 
fwere on one fide, his camels on another, his fheep 
on another, and his children on another, and all 
deftroyed in one day, and perhaps in a few hours 5 
and alfo to his body, which God had made, and had 
'fafhioned together round about; but now he had 
uffered it to be fmitten with ulcers from the crown 
of his head to the fole of his feet; and this earthly 
tabernacle of his was demolifhing on every fide, 
and juft falling down; for the allufion is either to 
the demolition of a building, or to the rooting up of 
a tree, and fo continued in the next claufe; comparing 
himfelf to a tree, that is dug about on all fides, 
and its roots laid bare, and thefe and all their fibres 
cut off, fo thatit is utterly deftroyed from growing 
any more, but becomes dead ; and this ‘od thought 
to be his cafe: and I am gone’; or am a dead man, 
juft going out of the world, the way of all flefii ; 
rand becaufe of the certainty of it, and of its being 


Red fea, and Paul and the mariners when in a 
ftorm, and all hope of being faved was gone. 

¥. 9. He hath fiript me of my glory, &c.) The 
metaphor of a traveller may be ftill continued, 
who falling among thieves is ftripped of his cloaths, 
to which the allufion may be: od was not ftripped 
of his glory ina fpiritual fenfe, not of the glorious 
robe of Chrift’s righteoufneis, nor of the graces of 
the Spirit, which make faints all-gloriows within ; 
but ina civil fenfe, and is to be underftood not 
merely of his rich apparel, or of his robe, which he 
might wear as a civil magiftrate, as an enfign oi 
honour, and which made him look glorious ; but 
either of his wealth, riches, and fubftance, which 
are a man’s glory, and which he too often and too 
much glories in, though 70d might not; fee Py. 
xlix. 16. Gea. xxxi. 1. or of his children, Hof. 
ix. 11. Eh. v.11. and indeed of every thing that 
made him look magnificent among men; as an 
abundance of this world’s good, a numerous fa- 
mily, fine cloaths, fumptuous living, and a ftately 
palace ; all which Yob might have had, but was 
now ftripped of all by one means or another; and 
whoever were the inftruments, he afcribes it all to 
God, as being according to his fovereign will and 
pleafure; and thefe things are very properly and 
fignificantly expreffed by cloaths a man is ftripped 
of, becaufe they are outward, things as garments are, 


very quickly, in a few minutes, as it were, he 
fpeaks of it as if it already was: wherefore it fol- 
lows, and my hope be bath removed like a tree; not 
like a tree that is cut down to its roots which re- 
main in the ground, and may fprout out again, ch. 
xiv. 7. nor like a tree that is taken up with its 
roots, and removed to another place, and planted 
in another foil, where it may grow as well or better; 
but like a tree cut off from its roots, or pulled up 
by the roots, and laid upon the ground, when 
there can be no hope of its ever growing again ; 
and fo the hope of ob was like that; not his hope 
of falvation, of the refurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal life, which was ftrong and firm, ch. xiii. 
5,16. and xix. 25, 26,27. nor can a good and 
well-grounded hope be removed; not the grace of 
hope, which is an abiding one; nor the ground of 
hope, which is Chrift and his righteoufhefs, upon 
which hope as an anchor, being caft, is fure and 
ftedfaft ; nor the object of hope,’ eternal glory and 
happinefs laid up in heaven: but this is to be in- 
terpreted of %0b’s hope of a reftoration to out- 
ward happinefs, which his friends would have had 


him entertain, in cafe of repentance and refor--— 


mation ; but ¥ob, as he was not fenfible of his need. 
of the one, as his friends underftood it, he had no 
hope of the other, fee ch. vi. 11, and xvii, 15. 

¥.11. He hath alfo kindled bis wrath againft me, 


adorn and make externally glorious, as they do, and] &c.] In this and fome following verfés, the met 
of which aman may be as {oon and as ealily deprived, | phor is taken from a ftate of warfare, in which ene- 


mies 
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mies are engaged in an hoftile way; in which way to the difeafes of it; which being a complication, 
Fob apprehended God was come forth againft him ;' might be faid to encamp about him, or furround 
he imagined, that the wrath of God, which is him on all fides. 

‘comparable to fire for its force and fury, was| y.13. He hath put my brethren far from me, 
kindled againft him ; that it began to appear, and| &c.] As it is one part of bufinefs in war, to cut 
was burfting out in a flame upon him, and all! off all communication between the enemy and their 
around him, to confume him; he thought his af-|confederates and auxiliaries, and to hinder them of 
fAlilions were in wrath, which is often the miftaken|all the help and affiftance from them they can; fo 
apprehenfion of good men, fee P/. xxxviii. 1. and|%od here reprefents God dealing with him as with 
Ixxxviii. 7. 16. and that the terrors of it were fet inJan enemy, and therefore keeps at a diftance from 
battel-array againft him, ch. vi. 4. and be counteth me|him all fuch from whom he might expect comfort 
unto bim as one of his enemies ; all men are by na-|and fuccour, as particularly his brethren ; by whom 
ture enemies to God, yea, enmity itfelf, and folmay be meant fuch who in a natural relation are 
are his own people whilft unregenerate, until the] ftrictly and properly brethren ; for fuch Yod had, 
enmity of their hearts is flain, and they are recon-|as appears from ch. xlii, 11. who afterwards paid 
ciled to God by his fpirit and grace; but as Yob|him avifit, and fhewed brotherly love to him ; but 
was truly a gracious man, and poffeffed of the|for the prefent the affliction that God laid upon 
fruits of the Spirit, he muft among the reft of his|him, had fuch an influence on them asto caufe them 
graces have the love of God in his heart; and he|to ftand aloof off, and not come near him,, and 
was fenfible and confcious to himfelf that he was|fhew any regard unto him ; and as this was the ef- 
no enemy to God, and could appeal to him as the}feét of the afflicting hand of God, ¥od afcribes it 
fearcher of hearts, that he knew he loved him ;]to him, and which added to his affliction; fee Pf 
nay, he could not believe that God reckoned him|Ixix.8. aud mine acquaintance are verily ¢ftranged 
his enemy, when he had given fuch a tefti-|from me; fuch as knew him in the time of his pro- 
mony of him, and of his fear of him, that|fperity, and frequently vifited him, and converfed 
there was none like him; and when 70d fo ftrongly|with him, and he with them ; but now things ha- 
trufted in him for falvation, and believed he fhould|ving taken a different turn in his outward circum- 
enjoy him for ever’ but his fenfe is, that God/ftances, they carried ic ftrange to him, as if they 
treated him, by afflicting him in the manner he did, |had never been acquainted with him: #7 fueris fe- 
as if he was one of his enemies ; had he really '/ix, &c. 
been one, he could not have ufed him he thought) y. 14. My kinsfolk have failed, &c.] Or ceafed*, 
more roughly and feverely ; fo that judging ac {not to be, or that they were dead, which is fome- 
cording to the outward appearance of things, it|times the fenfe of the word ; but they ceafed from 
might be concluded, as it feems it was by his friends, |vifiting him, or doing any good office for him ; 
that he was a wicked man, an hypocrite, anenemy|thofe that were wear him, as the word ufed fig- 
to God and godlinefs ; but whereas 30d thought |nifies ; that were near him in relation, and were of- 
that God dealt with him as with an enemy, he wasjten near him in place, inhis own houfe, in company 
miftaken ; fince when God afflicts his people, he}and conyerfation with him, now ceafed to be near 
deals with them as with fons, Heé. xii. 7. him in affection ; or to come nigh him, to converfe 

y.12. His troops come together, &c.] AfMictions|with him and comfort him, and fympathize with 
which are many, and of which it may be faid as}him, which might be expected from perfons nearly 
was at the birth of Gad, who had his name from|related : and my familiar friends have forgotten me ; 
the word here ufed, @ troop cometh ; Gen. xxx. 11.\fuch as were well known to him, and he to them, 
and thefe fometimes come together, or follow fojand who notlong ago were very loving and friendly 
quick one upon another, that there is {caree anyin-|to him, and very freely and familiarly converfed 
terval between them, as did od’s afflictions ; and|with him; but now they forgot him ; the friend- 
they are God’s hofts, his troops, his foldiers, which|(hip that fubfifted between them, the friendlinefs 
are at his command; and he fays to them as the|with which they had vifited him, and the favours 
centurion did to his, to the one go and he goes, |they had received from him, they fo flighted, and 
and to another come and it comes: and rai/e up|\neglected him, that it feemed as if he was forgot- 
their way againft me, as an army, when it comes|ten, as a dead man, out of mind; or as if they 
againft a place, throws up a bank to raife their ar-|did not remember that there ever was, or atleaft 
tillery upon, that they may play it to greater ad-|that there now was, fuch a man in the world as od : 
vantage ; or make a broad caufeway, for thefol-|Thefe could not be true friends ; for a friend 
diers to march abreaft againft it; or an high caft|loves at all times, and a brother is born for adver- 
up way, as the word’ fignifies, over a ditch or|/ity, Prov. xvii. 17. a real friend loves, and con- 
dirty place in a hollow, that they may the better|tinues to love in adverfity as well as in profperity ; 
pafs over: fome read it, they raife up their way\and fuch an one, who fometimes fticks clofer to a 
upon me”; he oppofing and ftanding in the way was|man than a brother, is born and defigned to be of 
crufhed down by them, and trampled upon, and|{ervice to him in a time of trouble ; but fo it was 
over whom they paffed as on an high way, and in|ordered by divine providence, and according to the 
a beaten path ; fee J/. li. 23. but moft render it,|willof God, that od fhould meet with fuch treat- 
againft me ; for ‘fob looked upon all his afflictions,{ment from his brethren, relations, acquaintance, 
as Jacob did, to be againft him, to militate againft}and familiar friends, for the trial of his faith and 
him, and threaten him with ruin, when they were] patience. 
all working for him, even for his good : anden-| y.15. They that dwell in mine houfe, &c.| Not 
camp round about my tabernacle ; as an army round}his neighbours, as the Septuagint ; for though they 
about a city when befieging it. 770d may have re- |dwelt near his houfe, they did not dwell in it ; nor in- 
{pect to the tabernacle of his body, as that is fome-|mates and fojourners, lodgers with him, to whom 
times fo called, 2 Cor. v. 1. 2 Pet. i. 13,14. and}he let out apartments in his houfe; this can’t be 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed to have been his cafe, who was the great- 
eft man in all the eaft ; nor even tenants, that 
hired houfes and iands of him ; for the phrafe is 
not applicable to them; it defigns fuch who were 
inhabitants in his houfe. ‘fob amidft all his cala- 
tnities had an houfe to dwell in; it is a tradition 
mentioned by Ferom*, that Fob’s houfe was in 
Carnea, alarge village in his time, in a corner of 
Batanea, beyond the floods of Yordan ; and he 
had perfons dwelling with him in it, who are di- 
ftin@ from his wife, children, and fervants after 
mentioned ; and are either frrangers*, as the word 
fometimes fignifies, he had taken into his houfe 
in a way of hofpitality, and had given them lodg- 
ing, and food, and raiment, as the light of nature 
and law of God required, Deut. x. 18, 19. Fob 
Xxxi. 32. or elfe profelytes, of whom this word “is 
fometimes ufed, whom he had been the inftrument 
of converting from idolatry, fuperftition, and pro- 
fanenefs, and of gaining them over to the true 
religion ; and whom he had taken into his houfe, 
to inftruét them more and more in the ways of 
God, fuch as were the trained jervants in 4éra- 
ham’s family : thefe, fays he, and my maids count 
me for a ftranger ; both the one and the other, the 
ftrangers he took out of the ftreets, and the tra- 
vellers he opened his doors unto, and entertained 
in a very generous and hofpitable manner ; the 
profelytes he had made, and with whom he had 
taken fo much pains, and to whom he had fhewn 
fo much kindnefs and goodnefs, and been the means 
of faving their fouls trom death ; and his maidens 
he had hired into his houfe, to do the bufinefs of it, 
and who ought to have been obedient and refpect- 
ful to him, and whofe caufe he had not defpifed, 
but had treated them with great humanity and con- 
cern ; the Targum wrongly renders the word, my 
concubines ; yet thefe one and another looked upon 
him with an air of the utmoft indifference, not as 
if he was the mafter of the houfe, but a f{tranger 
in it, as one that did not belong unto it, and they 
had fearce ever feen with their eyes before ; which 
was very ungrateful, and difrefpectful to the laft 
degree ; and if they reckoned him a ftranger to 
God, to his grace, to true religion and godlinefs, 
this was worfe ftill ; and _efpecially in the profelytes 
of his houfe, who owed their converfion, their 
light and knowledge in divine things, to him as an 
inftrument: J am an alien in their fight , as a fo- 
reigner, one of another kingdom and nation, of a 
different habit, fpeech, religion, and manners ; 
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nefs and chearfulnefs, with all heartinefs, finceri- 
ty, integrity, and faithfulnefs ; and given him the 
fame honour and reverence as before ; but inftead 
of all this, itvis obferved, and he gave me no an- 
jwer 5 whether he would or would not do what he 
ordered him to do; he took no notice of him, he 
turned a deaf ear to him, and his back upon him; 
he came not near him, but kept his place where he 
was, or walked off without fhewing any regard. to 
what he faid to him; he neither anfwered him by 
words, nor by deeds, neither fignified his readi- 
nefs to do what he was ordered, nor did it. In 
fome cafes it is criminal in fervants to anfwer again, 
when they thwart and contradiét their mafters, or 
reply in a fawcy, furly, and impudent manner ; 
but when they are fpoke to about their matfter’s 
bufinefs, it becomes them to anfwer in a decent, 
humble, and refpectable way, declaring their rea- 
dinefs to do their mafter’s_ will and Eo : Ten- 
treated him with my mouth ; which is an agerava- 
tion of his infolence and difobedience ; fuch was 
the low condition od was reduced unto, and fuch 
the humility of his mind under hisprefent circum- 
ftances, that he laid afide the authority of a maf- 
ter, and only intreated his fervant, and begged it 
as if it was a favour, to do this or the other for 
him ; nor did he fignify this by a look and caft 
of his eye; or by a nod of his head, or by the 
dire&tion of his hand; but with his mouth he 
fpake unto him, and let him know what he would 
have done; and this not in an authoritative, haugh- 
ty, and imperious manner ; but with good words, 
and in fubmiffive language, as if it was fomething 
he was beholden to his fervant for, rather than 
obedience to be performed. 

¥.17. My breath is firange to my wife, &c.] 
Being corrupt and unfavoury, through fome inter- 
nal diforder ; fee ch. xvii. 14 fo that fhe could not 
bear to come nigh him, to do any kind office for 
him ; but if this was his cafe, and. his natural 
breath was fo foetid, his friends would not have 
been able to have been fo Jong in the fame room 
with him, and carry on fo long a converfation 
with him; rather therefore it may fignify, the 
words of his mouth, his fpeech along with his 
breath, which were very difagreeable to his wife ; 
when upon her foliciting him to curfe God and die, 
he told her fhe talked like one of the foolifh wo- 
men; and when he taught her to expect evil as 
well as good at the hand of God, and to bear 
afflictions patiently: or elfe the fenfe may be, my 


they ftared at him as if they had never feen him|/pirit' , his vital fpirit, his life was wearifome and 


before, as fome ftrange object to be looked at, 
an uncommon fpe<tacle, that had fomething in him 
or about him unufual and frightful ; at leaft con- 
temptible and to be difdained, and not to be fpoke 


loathfome to his wife; fhe was tired out with him, 
with hearing his continual groans and complaints, 
and wifhed to be rid of him, and that God would 
take away his life: or elfe, as fome render it, 


to and familiarly converfed with, but to be fhunned|/pirit is firange to me, becaufe of my wife*; and 


and defpifed. 
y. 16, I called my fervant, &c.] His man- 
fervant, whom he had hired into his houfe, and 


then the meaning is, that ‘fod was weary of his 
own life, he loathed it, and could have been glad 
to have it taken from him, becaufe of the fcoffs and 


who waited upon his perfon, and had been his|jeers of his wife at him, her brawls and quarrels 


trufty and faithful fervant, and was dear unto 
him, and he had fhewn him much refpect and 
kindnefs in the time of his profperity; him he 
called to him, to do this and that and the other 
thing for him as ufual ; and of whofe affiftance and 
fervice he might ftand in more need, being fo 
greatly afflicted in body as well as in other things , 
and who ought to have been obedient to his call 
in all things, and have ferved him with all readi- 


© De loc. Heb. fol. 89. M. 
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with him, and folicitations of him, to curfe God - 
and renounce religion : though I intreated her for 
the children’s fake of mine own body ; this claufe 
creates a difficulty with interpreters, fince it is ge- 
nerally thought all ¥0J’s children were dead, Some 


think that only his elder children were deftroyed ——— 


once, and that he had younger ones at home with 
him, which he here refers to; but ths ae 


appear: others fuppofe thefe were children of 


concubines 
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concubines 5 but this wants proof, that he had 
any concubine ; and befides an intreaty for the fake 
of fuch children could have no influence upon his 
proper wife : others take them for grand- children, 
and who indeed are fometimes called children ; but 
then they could not with {trict propriety be called 
the children of his body ; and for the fame reafon 
it cannot be meant of fuch that were brought up 
in his houfe, as if they were his children ; nor fuch 
as were his difciples, or attended on him for inftruc- 
tion: but this may refpect not any children then 
living, but thofe he had had; and the fenfe is that 
fob intreated ‘his wife, not for the ufe of the mar- 
riage-bed, as fome fuggeft"; for it can hardly be 
thought, that in fuch circumftances in which he 
was, there fhould be any defire of this kind ; but 
to do fome kind office for him, as the dreffing of 
his ulcers, &¢. or fuch things which none but a 
wife could well do for him ; and this he entreated 
for the fake of the children he had had by her, 
thofe pledges of their conjugal affection ; or rather, 
fince the word has the fignification of deploring, 
lamenting, and bemoaning ; the claufe may be 
thus rendered, aud I lamented the children of my 
body’: he had none of thofe indeed to affli& him ; 
and his affliction was, that they were taken away 
from him at once in fuch a violent manner; and|tions; as Yo/epb was more loved by his father than 
therefore he puts in this among his family-trials ;|the reft of his children; and even by our Lord, 
or this may be an aggravation of his wife’s want of|‘fohn was loved more than the other difciples: and 
tendernefs and refpeét unto him; that his breath|{o od, he had fome particular friends that he loved 
fhould be unfavory, his talk difagreeable, and his}above others; and yet thefe not only turned away , 
fighs and moans be wearifome to her, when the bur-|from him in the time of his adverfity, and turned 
den of his fong, the fubject of his forrowful com-|their backs on him, and would have nothing to fay 
plaints was the lofs of his children ; in which it|to him for his comfort, nor afford him any relief of 
might have been thought fhe would have joinedjany kind in his diftrefs, but were turned againft him, 
with him, being equally concerned therein. and became his enemies; and, as David fays of 
¥.18. Yea, young children defpifed me, &c.]|{ome that he had a love for, for my love, they are 
Having related what he met with within doors|my adver/aries, Pf. cix. 4. 
from thofe in his own houfe, the ftrangers and pro-|_ y 20. My bone cleaveth to my fin, and to my 
felytes in it, his maidens and men-fervants, and even|/le/b, &c.] Or, as to my flefo°, as Mr, Broughton 
from his own wife, he proceeds to give an account}and others render the words ; as his bones ufed to 
of what befel him without ; young children, who}ftick to'his flefh, and were covered with it, now his 
had learned of their parents, having obferved them] flefh being confumed and walted away with his dif- 
to treat him with contempt, mocked and fcoffed atjeafe, they ftuck to his fkin, and were feen through 
him, and faid, There fits old fod, that nafty crea-|it; he was reduced to fkin and bone, and was a 
ture, with his boils and ulcers; or ufing fome|mere fkeleton, what with the force of his bodily 
fuch contemptuous expreffion, as wicked man; fo|diforder, and the grief of his mind through the 
fome tranflate the word*; he was fcorned and|treatment he met with from'God and men, fee Lam. 
contemned by prophane perfons, who might twitliv. 8. aud I am efcaped with the fkin of my teeth ; 
him with his religion, and afk where was his|meaning not as fome underftand it, his lips which 
God ? and bid him obferve the effect and iffue of}/covered his teeth; for thofe cannot be properly 
his piety and ftri€t courfe of living, and fee what} called the fkin of them; rather the fine polifh of the 
it was all come to, or what was the fruits of it:|teeth, which fortifies them againft the hurt and da- 
the Vulgate Latin verfion ‘renders it fools, that is,| mage they would receive by what is eat and drank ; 
not ideots, but fuch as are fo in a moral fenfe, and}though it feems beft to interpret it of the fkin of 
fo fignifies as before; and as thefe make mock at|the gums, in which the teeth are fet; and the fenfe 
fin, and a jeft of religion, it is no wonder that they]is, that ob had efcaped with his life, but not with 
defpifed good men: the word is rendered by ajawhole fkin, his fkin was broken all over him, with 
learned man ', the moft needy clients, who were de-|the fores and ulcers upon him, fee ch. vil. 5. onl 
pendent on him, and were fupported by him ; but|the fkin of his teeth was preferved, and fo Mr. 
this coincides with ver. 15. 1 arofe, and they /poke| Broughton renders it, I am whole only in the fkin of 
againfi me: he got up from his feat, either to go|my teeth; every where elfe his fkin was broken; fo 
about his bufineis, and do what he had to do; and|the Targum, ** I am left in the fkin of my teeth.” 
they fpoke againft him as he went along, and fol-|Some have thought that Satan, when he {mote Yod 
lowed him with their reproaches, as children will] from head to feet with ulcers, fpared his mouth, 


go after perfons in a body they make {port of ; or{ lips, and teeth, the inftruments of fpeech, that he 
he rofe up in a condefcending manner to them, when might 


e 
I*9 
they ought to have rofe up to him, and reverenced, 
and honoured him; and this he did to win upon 
them, and gain their good-will and refpect ; or to 
admonifh them, chaftize and correct them for their 
infolence and difrefpect to him ; but it fignified no- 
thing, they went on calling him names, and fpeak- 
ing evil againft him, and loading him with feoffs 
and reproaches. 

¥ 19. All my inward friends abborred me, &c.} 
Or the men of my fecret™ ; who were fo very familiar 
with him, that he imparted the fecrets of his heart, 
and the moft private affairs of life unto them, placing 
fo much confidence in them, and treating them as 
his bofom-friends ; for this is always reckoned a 
great inftance of friendfhip, fob xv. 15. and yet 
their minds were fet againft him; their affections 
were alienated from him; they abhorred the fight 
of him, and declined all converfation with him, 
even all of them ; not one fhewed refpect unto him: 
and they whom I loved , or this whom I loved"; this 
and that, and the other particular friend, that he 
loved more than others : though all men are to be 
loved as the creatures of God, and as fellow-crea- 
tures, and efpecially good men, even all the faints ; 
yet there are fome that engrofs a greater fhare of 
love than others, among natural and fpiritual rela- 
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¥. 23. O that my words were now written, &c.] 
Not his things ?, as fome render it, his affairs, the 
tranfactions of his life; that fo it might appear with 
what uprightnefs and integrity he had lived, and 
was not the bad man he was thought to be; nor the’ 
words he had delivered already, the apologies and 
defences he had made for himielf, the arguments 
he had ufed in his own vindication, and the doc- 
trines refpecting God and his providence, which 
he hadlaid down and affert-d ; ‘and was fo far from. 
being afhamed of them, or retracting them, that 
he wifhes they had been taken down in writing, 
that pofterity might read and judge of the contro- 
verfy between him and his friends ; but rather the 
words he was about to deliver in the following 
verfes, expreffing his faith in Chrift, in the refur- 
rection of the dead, and in a future ftate of happi- 
nefs and glory; thefe he wifhes were writtem, that 
they might remain as a {tanding teftimony of his 
faith and hope; for what is written abides, when 
that which is only fpoken is foon forgot, and not 
eafily recalled : O that they were printed in a book! 
not written on loofe fheets, which might be loft, 
but in a book bound up, or rolled up in a volume, 
as was the cuftom of antient times; though this 
cannot be underltood of printing properly taken, 
which has not been in ule but little more than three 
hundred years, but of engroffling, as of ftatutes 
and decrees in public records; and the word for 
fatules comes from this that is here ufed. 

V. 24. That they were graven with an iron pen, 
and lead in the rock for ever.| Or that they were 
written with an iron pen and lead, that they were cut ~ 
or hewn out ina rock for ever ; not with both an iron 
and leaden pen, or pencil; for the marks of the 
latter are not durable, and much lefs could: it be 
ufed on a rock according to our verfion; but the 
fenie feems to be, that they might be written with 
an iron pen, which was ufed in writing, Fer. xvii. 

1. upon a fheet of lead, as the Vulgate Latin ver= 
fion ; for it was ufual in antient times, as Pliny* 
and others relate, for books to be made of fheets of 
lead, and for public records to be engroffed, as in 
plates of brafs, fo fometimes in fheets of lead for 

the perpetuity of them ; or elfe it refers to the cut- 
ting out of letters on ftones, as the law was on two 
tables of {tone, and filling up the incifions or cut- 
tings with lead poured into them, as Farcbi fug- 
gefts ; fo Pliny‘ {peaks of ftone pillars in Arabia 
and the parts adjacent, with unknown characters. 
on them: alfo this may have refpect to the manner 

of writing on mountains and rocks formerly, as the 
Ifraelites at, or quickly after the times of Fob did, 
There are now in the wildernefs through which the 
Ifraelites paffed, hills called Gebel-el-mokatab, the 
written mountains, engraved with unknown an- 
tient characters, cut into the hard marble rock; 
fuppofed to be the antient Hebrew written by the 
Ifraelites for their diverfion and improvement, 
which are obferved by fome modern travellers*, In 

the laft age, Petrus a Valle and Thomas a Novaria 

faw them ; the latter of which tranfcribed fome of 
them, fome of which feemed to be like to the Hebrew 
letters now in ufe, and others to the Samaritans ; 
and fome agreed with neither“; and*Co/masthe B- 
gyptian, who wrote 4. D. 535, declareson hisown 
teftimony, that all the manfions of the Hebrews in | 
the wildernefs were to be feen in ftones with Hebrew 
letters engraved on them, which feemed to be an 
account of their journies in it. ‘The infcriptionon 


might therewith cugfe God, which was the thing he 
aimed at, and propofed to bring him to, by getting 
a grant from God to affli& him in the manner he 
did. 

y. 21. Have pity upon me, bave pity upon me, &c.] 
Inftead of calumny and cenfure, his cafe called for 
compaffion ; and the phrafe is doubled, to denote 
the vehemence of his affliction, the ardency of his 
foul, the anguifh of his fpirits, the great diftrefs 
he was in, and the earneft defire he had to have 
pity fhewn him ; and in which he may be thought 
not only to make a requett to his friends for it, but 
to give them a reproof for want of it: O ye my 
friends, as they once fhewed themfelves to be, and 
now profefled they were ; and fince they did, pity 
might be reafonably expected from them ; for even 
common humanity,and much more friendfhip requir- 
ed it of them, that they fhould be pitiful and courte- 
ous, and put on bowels of mercy and kindnefs, and 
commiferate his fad eftate, and give him all the 
fuccour, relief, and comfort they could, fee ch. vi. 
14. for the hand of God has touched me ; his afflicting 
hand, which is a mighty one; it lay hard and 
heavy upon him, and preffed him fore; for though 
it was but a touch of his hand, it was more than 
he could well bear; for it was the touch of the Al- 
mighty, who toucheth the bills, and they fmoke, and 
if he lays his hand ever fo lightly on houfes of clay, 
which have their foundation in the duft, they can- 
not fupport under the weight of it, fince they are 
crufhed before the moth, or as eafily as a moth is 
crufhed. 

y. 22. Why doye perfecute meas God, &c.] As if 
they were in his ftead, or had the fame power and 
authority over him, who is a fovereign being, and 
does what he pleafes with his creatures, and is not 
accountable to any for what he does; but this is 
not the cafe of men, nor are they to imitate God in 

all things; what he does, is not in all things a 
warrant to do the like, or to be pleaded and fol- 
lowed as a precedent by them; they fhould be mer- 
ciful as he is merciful, but they are not to afflid 
and diftrefs his people becaufe he does, and which 
he does for wife ends and reafons; for fuch a con- 
duét is refented by him, fee Zech. i. 15. God per- 
fecuted, or purfued and followed ob with one af- 
fliction after another, and hunted him as a fierce 
lion does his prey, ch. x. 16. but this was not a 
reafon why they fhould do the fame. Some read 
the words, why do ye perfecute me as thofe®? you 
that profefs to be my friends, why do ye perfecute 
me as thofe before-mentioned, as thofe wicked men; 
or with thofe, with fuch reproaches and calumnies ; 
but the original will not bear it: aud are not fatif- 
fied with my fleh? It was not enough that he was 
afflicted in his body and his flefh was ulcerated from 
head to feet, and was clothed with worms and clods 
of duft,; they were not content that his children, 
which were his own flefh, were tore away from 
him, and deftroyed ; and that his fubftance, which 
is fometimes called the flefh of men, fee Mic. iii. 3. 
and Rev. xvii. 16. was devoured, and he was fpoiled 
and plundered of it; but they fought to afflict his 
mind, to wound his fpirit, by their heavy charges, 
and accufations, by their calumnies and reproaches, 
and_hard cenfures of him; he fuggefts, that they 
dealt with him more cruelly than favage beafts, who, 
when they have got their prey, are fatisfied with 
their flefh ; but they, who would be thought to be 
his friends, were not fatisfied with his. 
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aftone at Horeb, brought from thence by the above- 
mentioned Thomas a Novaria, and which Kircher “ 
has explained thus ** God fhall make a virgin con- 
“* ceive, and the fhall bring forth a fon,” is thought 
by learned men to be of a later date, and the ex- 


oli 


it exceeds all others; this knowledge was not 
merely fpeculative, “nor only approbational and 
fiducial, though fuch Yo had, ch. xiii. 15, 16. 
but the knowledge of affirance of intereft; to 
know Chrift as a Redeemer of men, and not our 
Redeemer is of no avail; the devils know him to | 
be a Redeemer, but not their’s: men may have 
an intereft in Chrift, and as yet not know it ; in- 
tereft is before knowledge; it is neither knowledge 
nor faith that gives intereft, but God of his grace 
gives both intereft and knowledge: and fuch a 
knowledge as here expreffed, is a peculiar favour ; 
it is Owing to an underftanding given to know him, 
that is true, and that we are in him that is ‘true; 
and to the fpirit of wifdom and revelation, in the 
knowledge of Chrift, and to the teftimony which 
he bears; and fuch knowledge will fupport under 
the greateft afflictions and foreft trials; under the 
ill ufage of friends, and the lofs of neareft and 
deareft relations, and in the views of death and 
eternity ; all which was Yod’s cafe: and that he 
foall ftand at the latter day upon the earth, appear 
in thé world in human nature ; he the feed of the 
woman, and born of one, be made flefh, and dwell 
among men, and converfe with them, as 7e/us did ; 
who {tood upon the land of Fudea, and walked 
through Galilee, and went about doing good to the 
bodies and fouls of men ; and this was in the laft 
days, and at the end of the world, Hed. i. 1. and ix. 
26. asa pledge of this there were frequent appear- 
ances of the Son of God in an human form to the 
patriarchs; nor need it fee ftrange, that od, 
tho’ not an J/raelite, had knowledge of the incar- 
nation of Chrift, when it is faid to * be the opinion 
of the Indian Brachmans, that God often appeared 
in the form and habit of fome great men, and con- 
verfed among men; and that Wiftuavius, whom, 
they fay, is the fecond perfon of the Trine-une God, 
had already affumed a body nine times, and fome- 
times alfo an human one; and that the fame will 
once more be made by him ; and Confucius, the 
Chinefe philofopher * left it in writing, that the 
Word would be made flefh, and forefaw the year 
when it would be: or, be fhall rife the laft out of 
the earth”; and fo it may refpect his refurrection 
from the dead; he was brought to the duft of. 
death, and was laid in the grave, and buried 
in the earth, and was raifed out of it; and whofe 
refurrection is of the greateft moment and impor- 
tance, the juftification, regeneration, and refur- 
rection of his people depending on it: but ‘this is 
not to be underftood, as if he was the laft that fhould 
rife from the dead ; for he is the firft-fruics of them 
that fleep, and the firft-born from the dead, the 
firft that rofe to an immortal life; but that he who 
as to his divine nature, is the firft and the laft; 
or that, in his {tate of humiliation is the laft, the 
meaneft, and moft abject of men‘; or rather, 
who, as the public and federal head of his people, 
is the laft Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 45. and who did rife 
as fuch for their juftification, which makes the ar- 
ticle of his refurrection an unfpeakable benefit : or, 
be foall ftand over the earth in the latter day*, in the 
laft times of all, in the clofe of time, at the end of 
the world, at his appearing and kingdom, when he 
fhall come to judge the quick and dead ; thofe that 
tereft in him as the living Redeemer, and knew he} will be alive, and thofe that will be raifed from the 
had, which is the greateft bleffing that can be en-| dead, who will meet him in the air over the earth, 
joyed ; an intereft in Chrift is of infinitely more] and fhall be for ever with him and even then he 
worth than the whole world, and the knowledge of [ball ftand upon the earth; for it is exprefsly faid, 


ication of it is not approved of by them*. Fob 
may have in view his fepulchre hewn out of a rock, 
as was ufual, and as that was our Lord was laid in; 
and fo his wifh might be that the following words 
were his funeral epitaph, and that they might be cut 
out and infcribed upon his fepulchral monument, his 
rocky grave; thatevery one that paffed by might read 
his ftrong expreffions of faith in a living Redeemer, 
and the good hope he had of a bleffed refurreétion. 

y.25. For Iknow, &c.|] The particle}, which 
is fometimes rendered by the copulative and, by an 
adverfative but, and fometimes as a caufal particle 
for, fhould not be rendeted here by either; but as 
an explanative, to wit, or namely, as itis by Noldius’, 
in connection with the preceding words; in which 
Fob wifhes fome words of his were written in a 
book, or engroffed on fheets of lead, or were cut 
out on fome rock, and particularly were engraved 
on his tombftone ; namely, thefe following, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, &c. and to this agrees 
Broughion, bow that my Redeemer liveth, let thefe 
be the words, written, engraved, and cut out there : 
by my Redeemer, he means not any mere man 
that {hould rife up and vindicate him ; for the ac- 
count of his then living, and of his ftanding on the 
earth in the latter day, will not agree with fuch an 
one ; nor God the father, to whom the character of 
a Redeemer is feldom or ever given, nor did he 
ever appear or ftand on earth, nor was his fhape feen 
at any time, Yob. v. 37. but the Son of God, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who is our Goel, the word here 
ufed, our near kinfman, and fo our Redeemer, to 
whom the right of redemption belonged; and who 
was fpoken of by all the holy prophets, from the 
beginning of the world, as the Redeemer of his 
people, who fhould redeem them from all their 
fins ; from the law, its curfes and condernnation ; 
from Satan, and his principalities and powers ; from 
death and hell, and everlafting deftruction; and. 
that by giving himfelf a ranfom for them : all which 
was known in the times of fod, ch. xxxiii. 24. and 
known by him,who fpeaks of him as /ving ; he then 
exifted not only as a divine perfon, as he did from 
all eternity, but in his office-capacity as Mediator, 
and under the character of a Redeemer; for the 
virtue of his future redemption reached to all the 
ages before it, from the foundation of the world , 
befides, the epithet /iving points at him as the /v- 
ing God, ashe is, Hed. iii. 12. and fo equal to the 
work of redemption, and able to redeem, and mighty 
to fave ; of whom it is faid, not that he has lived, 
or fhall live, but Aveth, ever lives; and fo an ex- 
preffion of the eternity of Chrift, who is from ever- 
lafting to everlafting, the fame to-day, yefterday, 
and for ever; and who, though he died in human 
nature, yet is alive, and lives for evermore ; he has 
life in and of himfelf, as he is God over all bleffed 
for ever; and has life in him for all his people, as 
Mediator; and is the author of fpiritual life in them, 
and the donor of eternal life to them ; and becaufe 
he lives, they fhall live alfo. Now 7od had an in- 


that 
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the earth and fea to give up their dead 
at his all-commanding voice the dead fhall come 
out of their graves, as Lazarus came out of his, 
he fhall ftand then ,upon the duft of the earth, and 
tread upon it asa triumphant conqueror, having 
fubdued all his enemies, and now the la{ft enemy 
death is deftroyed by the refurrection of the dead: 
what a glorious and enlarged view had Yod of the 
bleffed Redeemer ! 

y¥. 26. And though after my /Rin, worms dejtroy 
this body, €#c.] Meaning not, that after his {kin 
was wholly confumed now, which was almoft gone, 
there being fcarce any left but the fkin of his teeth, 
ver. 20. the worms in his ulcers would confume 
what was left of his body, which fearce deferved 
the name of a body ; and therefore he points to it, 
and calls it zis, without faying what it was; but 
that when he fhould be entirely ftripped of his fin 
in the grave, then rottennefs and worms would 
ftrip him alfo of all the reft of his flefh and his 
bones; by which he exprefiés the utter confumption 
of his body by death, and after it in the grave; and 
neverthelefs, though fo it would be, he was affured 
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that when he fhall come, and ‘all the faints with;word ¢heugh may be left ‘out, and be reac 
him, Ais feet foall ftand on the Mount of Olives,\reins are confumed within me, or, withinmy 2 
Zech. xiv. 4, 5. or, be foall fiand againft the earth\and both being the feat of the affeétions and de- 
at the latter day* in the refurrection-morn, and] fires, may fignify, his moft earneft and ager 
fhall exercife his authority over it, and command defire after the ftate of the refurrection of the dead; 
; and when|after fuch a fight of God in his flefh, of the incar- 
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nate Redeemer, he believed he fhould have, info- , 
much that it eat up his fpirits, as the Pfalmift fays, ~ 
zeal for the houfe of God eat up his, Pf aes it 
was not the belief of reftoration of health, and to 
his former outward happinefs, and a deliverance 
from his troubles, and a defire after that, which is 
here expreffed; for he had no faith in that, nor 
hope, nor expectation of it, as appears by various 
expreffions of his; but much greater, more noble, 
more refined enjoyments, were experienced by him 
now, and ftill greater he expected hereafter; and 
his words concerning thefe were what he wifhed 
were written, .and printed, and engraven 3; which, 
if they only refpected outward happinefs, he would . 
never have defired; and though he had not his 
with in his own way, yet his words are written and 
printed in a better book than he had in his view, 
and will out-laft engravings with an iron pen on 
fheets of lead, or marble rocks, The Vulgate La- 
tin verfion feems to incline to this fenfe, ** this here 
‘« islaid up in my bofom,” that is of feeing God 
in my flefh; fo the Tigurine verfion, rather as a. 


of his refurreétion from the dead: yet in my fle/o|paraphrafe than a verfion, which 1s my only defire. 


feall I fee God, he believed, that though he fhould 


y. 28. But ye foould fay, &c.] Here Fob directs 


die and moulder into duft in the grave, yet he|his friends what ufe they fhould make of this con- 
fhould rife again, and that in true flefh, not in an|feffion of his faith; they fhould upon this fay with- 
aerial, celeftial body, but in a true body, confifting]in themfelves, and to one another, Why perfecute 
of flefh, blood and bones, which fpirits have not, and|we him, feeing the root of the matter is found in me ? 
in the fame flefh or body he then had, his own flefh] Why fhould we purfue him with hard words, and 
and body, and not another’s; and fo with his flefhly|load him with cenfures and reproaches, as if he 
or corporeal eyes fee God, even his living Re-|was an hypocrite, when it appears, by what he 
deemer, in human nature ; who, as he would ftand|fays, that he has truth in the inward parts,’ the 
upon the earth in that nature, in the fulnefs of|true grace of God is in him; that he is rooted 


time, and obtain redemption for him, fo he would 


in the love of God, and in the perfon’ of the Re- 


in the latter day appear again, raife him from thejdeemer; that he has the Spirit of God in him, and 


dead, and take him to himfelf, to behold his glory 
to all eternity : or out of my fleéh', out of my fefhly 
eyes; from thence and with thofe fhall 1 behold 
God manifeft in the flefh, my incarnate God ; and, 


the divine feed which has taken root in him, and 
brings forth fruit: or that the root of the word* is in 
him ; the word of God has a place in him, and is be~ 
come the engrafted word ; the toot-doctrines, the — 


if Fob was one of thofe faints that rofe when Chrift| principal and fundamental truths of religion are be- 


did, as fome fay*, he faw him in the flefh and 
with his flefhly eyes. 

¥.27. Whom I fhall fee for myfelf, &c.) For 
his pleafure and profit, to his great advantage and 
happinefs, and to his inexpreffible joy and fatisfac- 
tion, fee P/. xvii. 15. and xvi. 11. aud mine eyes 
fall behold, and not another; or a firanger* ; thefe 
very felf-fame eyes of mine I now fee with, will 
behold this glorious perfon, God in my nature, and 
not the eyes of another, of a ftrange body, a body 
not my own; or asI have feen him with my fpi- 
ritual eyes, with the eyes of faith and knowledge, 
as my living Redeemer, fo fhall I fee him with 


my bodily eyes after the refurrection, and enjoy |fhould whet the glittering fword of his juttice, al 
uninterrupted communion with him, which a ftran-|his hand fhould take hold of judgment, in ‘rd 
ger fhall not ; one that has never known-any thing}avenge the wrongs of the innocent; unlefs 


lieved and profeffed by him, fuch as.refpeét the in- 
carnation of the Meffiah, his refurreétion from the 
dead, andcoming to judgment, the refurrection of 
all the dead in the fame body, a future ftate of 
happinefs, in which faints will enjoy the beatific 
vifion ; fince thefe things are firmly believed by 
him, though he may differ from us in fome points 
about the methods of divine providencé, let us 
ceafe from perfecuting him any farther ; fee Rom. 


X, 8, OsrkO. : 7h ae 
¥. 29. Be ye afraid of the fword, &c.] Not of 
f 


the civil magiftrate, nor of a foreign oe t of 


the avenging {word of feet 


God 


the. sthe 


of him, or ever intermeddled with the joy of faints |fhould alfo be confidered as his inftruments fo 


here, fuch fhall not fee him hereafter, at leaft with wrath bringeth the punifhments of the fword, oF 
pleafure ; like Balaam, they may fee him, but not|of the /word': : 
nigh, may behold him, but afar off: though my|men in perfecuting the people of God, pw 
reins Le confumed within mex or in my bofom'; thelupon the commiffion of fuch fins as ¢ 
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punifhed with the fword, either of the civil magif- 
trate, or of a foreign enemy, or of divine juttice ; 
or elfe the wrath of God brings on more punifh- 
ments for their fins by means of the fword; and to 
this fenfe is the Targum, ** When God is angry 
for iniquities, he fends thofe that flay with the 
fword:” that ye may know there is a judgment ; 
» that is executed in the world by the Judge of all 
the earth, who will do right; and that there is a 
future judgment after death, unto which every 
thing in this world will be brought, when God will 
judge the world in righteoufnefs by Chrift, whom 


CHA 


ZOPHAR and his friends, not fatisfied with 
“~ Fol’s confeffion of faith, he in his turn re- 
plies, and in his preface gives his reafons why he 
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he has ordained to be judge of quick and dead ; 
and which will be a righteous judgmef%, that none 
can efcape; and when 70d fuggefts, the contro- 
verfy between him and his friends would be deter- 
mined ; and it would be then feen who was in the 
right, and who in the wrong’; and unto which time 
he feems willing to refer his caufe, and to have no 
more faid about it ; but his friends did not chufe to 
take his advice; for Zophar the Naamathite ftarts 
up directly, and makes a reply, which is contained 
in the following chapter. 


Lesa Peg 


faid no more in this controverfy, but obferving 
what Fob had faid laft, could not forbear replying : 
therefore becaufe he had reprefented him and his 


made any anfwer atall, and was fo quick in it, ver.|friends as cruel perfecutors of him, as men devoid 
1, 2, 3. and appeals to Zed for the truth of an oldjof all humanity, pity, and compaffion, and en- 
eftablifhed maxim, that the profperity of wicked}deavoured to terrify them with the punifhments of 
men and hypocrites is very fhort-lived, ver. 4, 5.|the fword, arid the judgment of God to come; 
and the fhort enjoyment of their happinefs is de-|thefe occafioned many thoughts in him, and thofe 
fcribed by feveral elegant figures and fimilies, ver.|thoughts obliged him to give an anfwer ; they came 
6, 7, 8, 9. fuch a wicked man being obliged, in|in fo thick and faft upon him, that out of the a- 
his life-time, to reftore his ill-gotten goods, and at}bundance his heart fugeefted to him he could not 
death to lie down with the fins of his youth, ver.|but fpeak,.he was full of matter and the fpirit within 
10, rt. his fin in getting riches, the difquietude of/him, the impulfe upon his mind conftrained him 
his mind in retaining them, and his being forced|to make a reply ; and he feems defirous of having 
to make reftitution, are very beautifully expreffed]it underftood, that his anfwer proceeded from 
by the fimile of a fweet morfel kept in the mouth,|thoughr; that he did not fpeak without thinking, 
and turned to the gall of afps in the bowels, and|but had well weighed things in his mind; and what 
and then vomited up, ver. 12—16. the difappoint-|he was about to fay, was the fruit of clofe think- 
ment he fhall have, the indigent and ftrait circum-|ing and mature deliberation: and for this I maké 
ftances he fhall be brought into, and the reftitution|Sa/fe ; becaufe his thoughts crowded in upon him, 
he fhall be obliged to make for the oppreffion ofjhe had a fulnefs of matter, an impulfe of mind, 
the poor, and the uneafinefs he fhall feel in his own|promptitude and readinefs to fpeak on this occa- 
breaft are fet forth in a very ftrong light, ver. 17—|fion, and for fear of lofing what was fuggefted to 
22. and it is fuggefted, that not only the hand of|him, he made hafte to give in his anfwer, perhaps 
wicked men fhould be upon him, but the wrath of/obferving fome other of his friends rifing up before 
God alfo, which fhould feize on him fuddenly andjhim. The Targum is, ‘* becaufe my fenfe is in 
fecretly, and would be inevitable, he not being able] me ;” and fo other Fewi/h writers”; he apprehended 
to make his efcape from it, and which would iffue|he had a right fenfe of things, and underftood the 
in the utter deftruction of him and his in this|matter in controverfy full well, and therefore thought 
world, and that to come, ver. 23-28, And thejit incumbent on him to fpeak once more in it; 
chapter is concluded with this obfervation, that| Guffetius* renders it, decaufe of my difquietude ; the 
fuch as before defcribed is the appointed portion|uneafinefs of his mind raifed by what Fob had faid, 
and heritage of a wicked man from God, ver. 29. |that he would have them know and confider there 
was ajudoment ; and he intimates he had confider- 
ed it, and was fearful that fhould he be filent, and 
make no reply, God would condemn him in judg- 
ment for his filence; and therefore he was in a_ 
hurry to make anfwer, and could not be eafy with 
out it ; and for his reafons for fo doing, he farther 
explains himfelf in the following verte. 

¥. 3. 1 have heard the check of my reproach, &c.} 
He took it that ‘04 hada reproached-him and his 
friends, by reprefenting them as hard-hearted meny 


y.1. Then anfwered Zophar the Naamathite, &c.] 
Notwithftanding the fad diftrefled condition Fob was 
in, an account of which is given in the preceding 
chapter, enough to pierce an heart of ftone, not- 
withftanding his earneft requeft to his friends to 
have pity on him, and notwithftanding the noble 
confeffion of his faith he had made, which fhewed 
- him to be a good man, and the excellent advice he 
gave his friends to ceafe perfecuting him for their 


own good, as well as for his peace; yet, regard- 


lefs of thefe things, Zophar ftarts up and makes a 


reply, and attacks him with as much heat and 
paffion, wrath and anger as ever, harping upon the 
fame ftring, and ftill reprefenting od as a wicked 
man and an hypocrite; and faid as follows. 


¥. 2. Therefore do my thoughts caufe me to anfwer, 


and perfecuting him wrongly in a violent manner ; 
and he had obferved the check or reproof given for 
it, by bidding them beware of the {word, and left 
the punifhment of it fhould be inflicted on them ; 
and if that fhould not be the cafe, yet there was a 
righteous judgment they could not efcape. Now . 
Zopbar heard this, but could not hear it with pa- 


&c.] Or to return, * and appear upon the ftage|tience; he could not bear that he and his friends 


again, and enter the lifts once more with his anta- 


gonift ; he fuggefts, as if he had intended to have 
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fhould be infulted, as he thought, in- this manner ; 
and 


5 Ben Gerfom, 
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and therefore it was he was in fuch hafte to re- joriginal text to be from near*; it is bi at a I 
turn. an anfwer; though fome * think he here pre-|while ago when it began ; and as the Targum 
tends:to a divine oracle, like that which Elipbaz jraphrafes it, it will be quickly ended : and tbe 
makes mention of in the beginning of this difpute, |*e hypocrite but for a moment 5 the word. 
ch. iv. 12, €c. which he had from God, and fromthe former claufe, may fignify the fame 

_-which he had heard the correétion of his reproach®, \called ‘the hypocrite ; but inafmuclr as the 
or‘a full‘confutation of the thing ¥eb had reproach- jone reftlefs and troublefome, one that is 
ed him with 5 and being thus divinely furnifhed, he and deftitute of the fear of God, that 
thought it his duty to deliver it: and the fpirit of in him but wickednefs, who. is continu 
my underfianding caufeth me to anfwer ; or his rational |mitting it, and is abandoned to its it mi 
fpirit, his natural underftanding, furnifhed him at'thought not to hit the charaCter of Jo » Who 
once with an anfwer; he had fuch a clear infight|Zopber had in his view, and therefore this is added 
into the controverfy on foot, and fuch a full view|as defcriptive of him ; an hypocrite is one who 
of it, that he thought himfelf capable of {peaking feems to be that he is not, holy, righteous, good 
very particularly to the matter in hand, and to the|and godly; who profefies to have what he has not, 
conviction. and confufion of ¥ob; nay, his con-~|the true grace of God, and pretends to worfhip 
fcience, or the fpirit of his confcience, as Mr. God, but does not do it cordially, and from rig 
Broughton renders it, not only readily dictated tojprinciples ; and who feeks himfelf in all het 
him what he fhould fay, but obliged him to it ;/and not the glory of God : now there may-be a 
though fome think he meant the Holy Spirit of joy in fuch fort of perfons ; they may hear rini- 
God, by which he would be thought to be infpired ; |fters gladly, as Hered heard Fobn, and receive the 
that he out of his underftanding ‘, enlightened by|word with’ joy, as the tony -eroutd a 
him, caufed him to anfwer, or would anfwer for|they may feem to delight in the ways and ordi- 
him, or fupply him with matter fufficient to qua-|nances of God, and even have fome taftes of the 
lify him for it; and this he might obferve to ‘fob, |powers of the world to come, and fome pleafing 
in order to raife his attention to what he was about|thoughts and hopes of heaven and happinefs ; as 
to fay. well as they triumph in, and boaft of their’ pro- 

¥. 4. Knoweft thou not this of old, &c.] Or}feffion of religion and performance of duties, and 
from eternity *, from the beginning of time, ever/rejoice in their boaftings, which is evil; but then 
fince the world was; as if he fhould fay, if you|this is like the pleafures of fin, which are but for 
are the knowing man you pretend to be, you muft|a feafon, or like the crackling of thorns under a 
know this I am about to obferve ; and if you don’t|pot, which make a great noife and blaze, but foon 
know it, you muft be an ignorant man, fince it is|over, Eccl. vii. 6. and fo their joy in civil as well 
an ancient truth, confirmed by-all experience from|as religious things. It is poffible Zophar might 
the creation ; not that Fob could know it fo early,|be fo ill-natured as to have reference to Fob"s tri- 
he was not the firft man that was born, nor was}umph of faith, ch. xix. 25. and by this would 
he made before the hills, but was of yefterday,|fuggeft, that his faith in a living Redeemer, and 
and comparatively knew nothing; but the fenfe|the joy of it he profeffed, would be foon over and 
is, that this about to be delivered was an old efta-|no more; which fhows what fpirit he was of. | 
blifhed maxim, of which there had been nume-|] ¥.6. Though bis excellency mount up to the bea- 
rous inftances, /ince man, or Adam was placed upon |vens, &c.] Though in worldly grandeur and glory, 
earth, referring to the putting of Adam in Eden to|he fhould arrive to fuch a pitth as the Afyrian mo- 
drefs the garden, .and keep it; and every man, |narch was ambitious of, as to afcend into heaven, 
ever fince, is placed on earth by the ordination, }exalt his throne above the ftars of God, and be 
and according to the will of God, where and for|like the moft High ; or be comparable to fuch a 
purpofes he pleafes: the inftances Zopbar might|tree, by which the greatnefs of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
have in view, are perhaps the expulfion of our firft/kingdom is expreffed, the height whereof reached 


parents out of paradife, the vagabond ftate of Cain, 
the deftruction of the old world by a flood, and 
of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire from heaven; which 
fhew that God, fooner or later, gives manifeft to- 
kens of his difpleafure at fin and finners, by his 
punifhment of them for it. What he means is 
as follows. 

y. 5. That the triumphing of the wicked is fort, 
&c.] 


o d 


fet out with this notion, that the wicked never flou-| Ma#t, xi. 23. 
rifhed and profpered, but it always went ill with} y. 7. Yet be ball perifh for ever like Bi 
them in providence; but being beat out of that,| dung, &c.] Not only in this world, but ij 
they own they may be for a fmall time in flourifh-| world to come, both in his outward fubftar 
ing and profperous cireumftances, but it is but fora{and in his body in the grave, and in his 


unto heaven, // xiv. 12, 14. Dan. iv. 11. and bis 
head reach unto the clouds ; being lifted up with 
pride, becaufe of his greatnefs, and looking with 
contempt and fcorn on others ; the Sepiuagint ver- 
fion is, if bis gifts afcend up to heaven, 8c. which 
well agrees with an hypocrite poffefied of great 
gifts, and proud of them; as Capernaum was highly 
favoured with external things, as the prefence o 


Their outward profperity and felicity, of]Chrift, his miniftry and miracles, and fo faid to 
which they make their boaft, and in which they] be exalted unto heaven, yet, becaufe of its im 
glory and triumph for a while ; at firft 7od’s friends|tence and unbelief, fhould be brought down te 


{mall time ; which may be true in many inflances,|all eternity, and that in the moft fhameful-and aa. 


but it is not invariable and without exception the|graceful manner ; he fhall perith in his 
cafe: the fenfe is, it is but a little while that they|ruption, and like his own dung. inevitabl 
are in fo much mirth and jollity, and triumphyis never returned to its place again: de 
over their neighbours, as being in more advan-}|were reckoned by the ancients as dun, 
tageous circumftances than they; this is faid in thelcarcafes of men are rather to be caft out tha 
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Ch. xx.¥. 8—it: 


and the Arabians ufed to bury in dunghils even their 
kings * ; to which fome' think the allufion is: they 


‘which have feen him fall fay, where is be? fuch as 
formerly gazed at him in his profperity, with won- 
- der and amazement at his grandeur and grteatnefs, 
now being removed from his outward {plendor, 
or from the world by death, afk where he is, not 
being able to fee him in his former luftre, nor in the 
Jand of the living; fee ch. xiv. 10. 
¥.8. He feall fly away as a dream, and fall not 
be found, &c.] Either as a dream which is for- 
gotten, as Nebuchadnezzar’s was, and can’t be re- 
covered ; or as the matter and fubftance of a dream, 
which, though remembered, is amere illufion; as 
‘when a hungry and thirfty man dreams he eats or 
drinks, but awaking finds himfelf empty, and not 
at all refrefhed; what he fancied is fled and gone”, 
and indeed never had any exiftence but in ‘his ima 
gination, J/. xxix. 8. yea, be hall be chafed away 
as a vifion of the night , either the fame as a noctur- 
nal dream, or what a man fancies he fees in his 
dream ; or like a mere fpectre or apparition, which 
is a mere phantom, and when followed and pur- 
fued, vanifhes and difappears ; fo fuch a man be- 
fore defcribed is chafed out of the world, and is 
feen in it no more, fee ch. xviii. 18. the firft claufe, 
according to Sepborus, refers to the generation of 
the flood, and. the fécond to the flaying of the firft 
born of Egyp# in the night. : 
¥.9. The eye alfo which faw him, fhall fee him 
no more, &c.|] In this world, concerned in the af- 
fairs of life, and bufy in worldly employments, 
and efpecially in the grandeur he fometimes was, 
if not removed by death: but the former fenfe 
feems moft agreeable by what follows, neither hall 
his place any more behold him; the men of his place, 
as Ben Gerfom, thofe that lived in the fame place 
he did ; or he fhall not be feen, and known, and 
acknowledged any more as the mafter, owner and 
proprietor of the houfe he formerly dwelt in; this 
feems to be taken from ob’s own words in ch. vii. 
10. “The above Fewi/> commentator interprets this 
verfe of Pharach and the Egyptians,whom Mofes and 
the J/raelites would fee no more, Ewod. x. 29. and 
xiv. 13. 
¥. an His children fhall feek to pleafe the poor, 
&c.] In this and fome following verfes, the mi- 
ferable ftate of a wicked man is defcribed and 
which begins with his children, who are often 
vifited in wrath for their parents fins, efpecial- 
ly when they tread in their fteps, and ‘follow their 
example ; and it is an affliction to parents to fee 
their children in diftrefs, and particularly on their 
account, and even to be threatened with it. Ac- 
cording to our verfion, the fenfe of this claufe is, 
that after a wicked man’s death, his children fhall 
feek to gain the good-will and favour of the poor 
who have been opprefs’d by him, that they may 
not reproach them, or take revenge on them, or 
apply to the civil magiftrate to have juftice done 
them; but Yarchi renders the words, ‘ the poor 
fhall opprefs or deftroy his children ;” and fo the 
margin of our bible, who being enraged with the 
ill ufage of their parents, fhall fall upon them in 
at wrath, and deftroy them, Prov. xxviii. 3. 
and the fame Fewi/2 writer reftrains the words to 
the men of Sedom, who were oppreffive and cruel 
to the poor: or rather the fenfe is, that the chil- 
dren of the wicked man fhaJl be reduced to fuch 
extreme poverty, that they fhall even feek sreliet 
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of the poor, and fupplicate and inttéat thém to 
give them fomething out of theit {mall pittance ; 


with which others in a good meafure agree, who 
render the words, Ais children fall pleafe being 


poor”; it fhall be a pleafure and fatisfaction to thole 


they have been injurious to, to fee their children 
begging their bread from door to door; fee Pf. cix. 
5, 10. and bis hands fhall reftore their goods; or 


for bis bands, &c.* and fo are a reafon why his 
children fhall be fo reduced after his death; as to 


need the relief of others, becaufe their parent in 


‘ais life-time was obliged to make reftitution of his 
ill-gotten goods; fo that in the end he had nothing’. 


to leave his children at his death ; for this reftitu- 
tion fpoken of is not voluntary, but forced.  Se- 


phorno thinks, reference is had to the Egyptians 


lending jewels and other riches to the J/raelites, 
whereby they were obliged to repay 600,000 men 
for their fervice. ; 

y¥. 11. His bones are full of the fins of bis youth, 
&c.] Man is born in -fin, and is a tranfgreffor 
from his womb ; and the youthful age is addicted 
to many fins, as pride, -paffion, luft, luxury, in- 
temperance and uncleannefs; and thefe are fome- 
times brought to mind, and men are convinced of 
them, and corrected for them when more ad- 
vanced in years, and if not {topped in them, and 
reformed from them, they are continued in in old 
age ; and the effects of them are feen in bodily dif- 
eafes, which a debauched life brings upon them, 
not only to the rottennefs and confumption of 
their flefh, but to the putrefaction of their bones; 
though. this may be underftood of the whole body, 
the bones, the principal and ftronger parts, being 
put for the whole, and denote thar general decay 
and wafte which gluttony, drunkennefs and un- 
cleannefs bring into, fee Prov. v. 11—14. Some 
interpret this of /ecret fins”, as the word is thought 
to fignify, which if not cleanfed from and par- 
doned, will be found, and charged on them, and 
be brought:into judement, and they punifhed for 
them, Pfxc. 8. Eccl. xii. 14. which fhall lie down 


‘with him in the duff ; to be in the duft is to be in 


the ftate of the dead, to lie in the grave, where 
men lie down and fleep as on a bed; and this is 
common to good and bad men, all fleep in the 
duft of the earth, but with this difference, the fins 
of wicked men lie down with them; as they live 
in fin, they die in their fins ; not that their fins 
die with them, and are no more, but they conti- 
nue on them, and with them, and will rife with 
them, and will follow them to judgment, and re- 
main with them after, and the guilt and remorfe 
of which’ will be always on their confciences, and 
is that worm that never dies: of fuch it is faid, 
that they are gone down to hell with their weapons 
of war, with the fame enmity againft God, againft 
Chrift, and his people, and all that is good, they 
had in their life-time: and they have laid their 


fwords under their beads; in the grave, and thall 


rife with the fame revengeful fpirit they ever had 
againft the faints, fee Rev. xx. 8, 9. but their ini- 
quities foall be upon their bones, both them, and 
the punifhment of them, £zek. xxxii. 27, The 
Fewifo commentator, laft mentioned, interprets the 
whole verfe of Balaam, who died at the age of 33, 
and whofe profperity died with him, he leaving 
nothing to his children ; and fo he interprets the 
following verfes of the curfe he was forced to hide, 
which he would gladly have pronounced, and of 
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the riches he received from Balak falling into the 
f the J/raelites. ! 
Woes: 'f adi wickednefs be fweet in bis eae 
&c.] Which may refpeét fome particular fin, on 
by the context it feems to be. the fin of covetoul- 
nefs, or of getting riches in an unlawful way, 
which is very fweet and pleafing to wicked See 
whilft they are in fuch purfuits, that fucceed ; an 
fo Mr. Broughton renders it by wrong ; poe. . 
may be applied to fin in general, which is wécxe f 
nefs, or an evil, being contrary to the pure . 
holy nature, will and law of God ; and it is evl 
in its effeéts on men, it having deprived them of 
the image and glory of God, and expofed them 
to his wrath, to the curfes of his Jaw, and to eter- 
nal death. Now this is /weet to an unregencrate 
man, who minds and favours the things of the 
ficth, whofe tafte is not changed, but is as 1t was 
from his birth, and who calls {weet, bitter, and 
bitter, fweet ; fuch a man has the fame delight in 
fin, as a man has in his food, drinks up iniquity 
like water, and commits fin with greedinefs; for it 
is natural to him, he is conceived, born, and 
brought up in it ; befides, fome fins are what are 
more particularly called conititution-fins, which 
fome are peculiarly addicted to, and in which they 
take a peculiar delight and pleafure ; thefe are like 
the right-hand or right-eye, and they can’t be per- 
foaded at any rate to part with them: though Le 
hide it under bis tongue, not for the fake of con- 
cealing it, nor by denying, diffembling or excufing 
it, but for the fake of enjoying more pleafure in 
it ; as a gluttonous man, when he has got a {weet 
morfel in his mouth, don’t let it go down his 
throat immediately, bur rolls it under his tongue, 
that he may have all the pleafure of it he can 5 fo a 
wicked man devifes fin in his heart, keeps it on his 
mind, revolves it in his thoughts, and his medita- 
tion on it is fweec; and he is fo far from hiding it 
from others, that he openly declares it, freely tells 
of it, and takes pleafure in fo doing: fools make 
amock at fin; it is their diverfion and recreation. 
y¥. 13. Though be fpare it, &c.}_ Not that he 
feeds fparingly on it, for he eats of it freely and 
plentifully, with great eagernefs and greedinels ; 
it defigns the gratefulnefs of it to him; he does 
not {pit it out as loathfome, having tafted of is 
but retains it as fweet and pleafant ; he fpares it as 
Saul did Agag, and as a man fpares his only fon ; 
fin being a child, a brat of a wicked man, and 
therefore it is dear unto him: and forfake it not; 
as he never will, until he is fully convinced of the 
evil of it, and it becomes exceeding finful to him, 
and fo loathfome and difagreeable ; and he is re- 
{trained from it by the grace of God, and enabled 
by it to defert it, for fuch an one only finds mercy, 
Prov. xxviii. 13. but keep it frill within bis mouth ; 
like an epicure, that will not fuffer his food: quick- 
ly to go down his throat into his ftomach, that 
he may have the greater pleafure in tafting, palat- 
ing and relifhing it ; as PAiloxenus, who wifhed his 
throat as long as a crane’s, that he might be the 
longer in tafting the fweetnefs of what he eat and 
drank ; fo the wicked man keeps fin within his 
mouth, not by reftraining his mouth from fpeak- 
‘ing evil, rather by a non-confeffion of it, but 
chiefly by continuing and perfifting in it, that he 
might have all the pleafure and fatisfaction he has 
promifed himfelf in it, 
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¥. 14. Yet bis meat in bis bowels is turned, Bcc.) 
Or bis bread’, to which fin is compared, being — 
what the finner lives in, and lives upon ; what he 
ftrengthens himfelf in and with, and by which he 
is nourifhed unto the day of flaughter, and by 
means of which he grows and proceeds to more 
ungodlinefs, though in the iffue he comes into 
ftarving and famifhing circumftances ; for this is 
bread of deceit, and proves to be afhes and gravel 
ftones ; it promifes pleafure, profit, liberty and — 
impunity, but is all the reverfe; as meat turns in 
a man’s ftomach when it don’t digeft with him, 
or rather his ftomach turns againit that, and in- 
ftead of its being pleafant and agreeable to him, 
it diftreffes him and makes him uneafy; fin being 
compared to meat in the bowels, denotes the finifh- 
ing of fin after it has been conceived in the mind, 
and compleated in the act: it is the gall of ajfps 
within him; which is bitter, though not poifon ; 
which yet Pkny*{uggetts, but it feems ‘it is not faét. 
Sin is an evil and bitter thing, and produces bitter 
forrow, and makes bitter work for repentance in 
good men, Fer. ii. 19. Matt. xxvi. 75. and fills” 
with diftrefs inexpreffible and intolerable in wicked 
men, as in Cain and Fudas in this world, and with 
black defpair, weeping and, gnafhing of teeth, and 
dreadful horrors of confcience in the world to come 
to all eternity ; the effect of it is eternal death, the 
fecond death, inevitable and everlafting ruin and 
deftruction. 
¥.15. He hath fwallawed down riches, &c.] Not 
his own, but another’s, which he has {fpoiled him 
of and devoured, with as much eagerne{s, pleafure 
and delight as a hungry man fwallows down his 
food ; having an exceflive and immoderate love of 
riches, and an infatiable defire after them, which 
make him ftick at nothing, though ever fo illicic 
to obtain them ; and when he has got them into 
his poffeffion, thinks them as fafe as the food in 
his belly, and never once dreams of refunding them, 
which yet he muft do, as follows: and be Jball vo- 
mit them up again; that is, make reftoration of 
them, not freely but forcedly, with great reluc- 
tance, much pain of mind, and gripes of con- 
fcience : God fhall caft them out of bis belly; he 
fhall oblige him to caft them up again, by work- 
ing upon his heart, making his mind uneafy, load- 
ing his confcience with guilt, fo. that he fhall have 
no reft nor peace until he has done it ; though they 
are as meat in his belly within him, they fhall not 
remain with him; though they are in his houfe, 
in his coffers, or in his barns, they fhall be fetch- 
ed out from thence. 
¥.16. He fhall fuck the poifon of afps, 8ec.| Or 
the bead of afps"; for their poifon lies in their heads, 
particularly in their ¢eeth” ; or rather is a liquor 
in the gums, yellow like oil * ; according to Pliny", 
in copulation the’ male puts his head into the mouth 
of the female, which fhe fucks and gnaws off thro’ 
the fweetnefs of the pleafure, then conceives her 
young, which eat out her belly : this is to be under- 
ftood not of the man’s fin, then it would haye been 
exprefied either in the paft or prefent tenfe, as if~ 
that was {weet unto him in the commifiion of it, 
fucked in like milk from the breaft, or honey from 
the honey-comb; fuch were his contrivances and — 
artful methods, and the fuccefs of them in getting — 
riches, but'in the iflue proved like the poifon o 
‘ afps, 
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afps, pernicious and deadly to him, which caufed 
him to vomit them up again ; for poifon excites 
vomiting: but of the punifhment of his fin; for 
putting men to death by the poifon of afps, was a 
punifhment inflicted by fome people upon malefac- 
tors; and however, it is certain death, and imme- 
diately and quickly difpatches, and without fenfe ; 
fo the wages of fin is death, and there is no avoid- 
ing it, and it comes infenfibly on carnal men; they 
are not aware of it, and in no pain about it, until 
in hell they lift up their eyes as the rich man did: 
the viper’s tongue foall flay bim; though it is with 
its teeth it bites, yet when it is about to bite, it 
puts out its tongue, and to it its poifon is fome- 
times afcribed ; though it is faid * to be quite harm- 
lefs, and therefore not to be underftood in a literal 
fenfe, but figuratively of the tongue of a detractor, 
a calumniator and falfe accufer, fuch an one as 
Doeg ; but cannot be the fenfe here, fince the fall 
of the perfon here defcribed would not be by any 
fuch means ; but the phrafe, as before, denotes the 
certain and immediate death of fuch a wicked man ; 
for the bite of a viper was always reckoned incura- 
ble, and iffued in fudden death, fee 4s xxviii.3—6. 

y.17. He fhall not fee the rivers, &c.] Of wa- 
ter, or meet with any to affuage his thirft, which 
poifon excites, and fo thakes a man wifh for water, 
and defire large quantities; but this fhall not be 
granted the wicked man ; this might be illuftrated 
in the cafe of the rich man in hell, who defired a 
drop of cold water to cool his tongue, but could 
not have it, Luke xvi. 24. though rather plenty of 
good things is here intended, fee J/. xlviti. 18. as 
alfo by the following expreffions : zhe floods, the 
brooks of boney and butter; or creams, which are 
hyperbolical expreffions, denoting the great pro- 
fufion and abundance of temporal bleffings, which 
either the covetous rich man was ambitious of ob- 
taining, and hoped to enjoy, feeking and promiling 
great things to himfelf, which yet he fhould never 
attain unto ; or elfe the fenfe is, though he had en- 
joyed fuch plenty, and been in fuch great proipe- 
rity as to have honey and butter, or all temporal 
good things flowing about him like rivers, and 
floods, and brooks; yet he fhould fee them xo 
more, fo Broughton reads the words; and perhaps 
Zopbar may have refpect to the abundance ‘od once 
pofiefled, but fhould no more, and which is by 
himfelf expreffed by fuch like metaphors, ch. xxix. 
6. yea even fpiritual and eternal good things may 
be defigned, and the plenty of them, as they often 
are in feripture, by wine, and milk, and honey ; 
fuch as the means of grace, the word and ordi- 
nances, the bleflings of grace difpenfed and com- 
municated thro’ them ; fpiritual peace and joy, called 
the rivers of pleafure ; the love of God, and the 
ftreams of it, which make glad his people ; yea, eter- 
nal glory and happinefs, fignified by new wine in the 
kingdom of God, and by a river of water of life, and 
atree of life by it, fee J lv.1. and Ixvi, 12. Yoel iit. 
a8. Pf. xxxvi. 8. and xlvi. 4. Rev. xxii. 1, 2. 
which are what carnal men and hypocrites fhall 
never fee or enjoy; and whereas Zopbar took Fob 
to be fuch a man, he may have a principal view 
to him, and object this to the beatific vifion of 
God, and the enjoyment of eternal happinefs he 
promifed himfelf, ch. xix. 26,27. Bar Tzemach 
obferves, that thefe words are to be read by a tranf- 
pofition thus, be Joall not fee rivers of water, floods 
of honey, and brooks of butter. . 
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9.18. That which be laboured for foall be reftore; 
&c,]. This explains what was before figuratively 
expreffed by vomiting; ¥. 15. and is to be inter- 
preted either of that which another laboured for ; 
fo the Targum paraphrafes it, ‘* another’s labour ;” 
and Mr. Broughton renders it, be fhail reffore what 
man’s pain gat; and then the fenfe is, that that 
which another got by his labour, coming by fome 
means or another into the hand of this rapacious, 
covetous, wicked man, he fhall be obliged to re- 
ftore to him again ; or the hire of the labourer be- 
ing detained in his hands, he fhall be forced to 
give it to him, as the kgypiians by lending the 
Ifraelites their jewels of gold and filver, reftored 
to them the wages due to them for all their la- 
bour among them for many years; or elfe this is 
to be underitood of what the wicked man himfelf 
had laboured for, who with much toil and labour, 
as well as trick and artifice, had got the wealth of 
others into his, hands; but fhould be obliged to 
make reftoration of it again, and along with that 
alfo what he had laboured for, and had got even 
in an honeft and Jawful way, the mammon of un- 
righteoufnefs corrupting and marring his whole 
fubftance: and fhall not fwallow it downs or not 
have time to devour it, as Mr. Broughton ; he fhall 
be obliged fo foon to reftore it, that it fhall be as 
if he had never had it ; he fhall have no enjoyment 
of it, at leaft no comfort, pleafure and fatisfaction 
in it: according to his fubjtance fhall the reftitution 
be ; the law of Moj/es required, in fome cafes, four- 
fold, in others, five-fold; and fometimes feven-fold 
was exacted ; and if a man had not fufficient to 
pay, all his {ubftance was to go towards payment, 
and by this means what he lawfully got, went along 
with that which was obtained in an illicit way, as 
before, fee Exod. xxii. 1. Prov. vi. 31. and be shail 
not rejoice therein; not in the reftitution he is 
forced to make, it being greatly againft his will ; 
nor in his ill-gotten fubftance, at leaft but for a 
little while, as in ¥. 5. he fhall neither enjoy it, 
nor have delight and pleafure in it, nor glory of > 
it, as-‘men are apttodo; Mr. Broughton reads this 
in connexion with the preceding claufe thus, ‘¢ and 
never rejoice in the wealth for which he muft make 
recompence.” 

y¥.19. Becaufe he hath oppreffed, and forfaken the 
poor, &c.| Having oppreffed, crufhed and broken 
the poor to pieces, he leaves them {fo without pity 
and compaffion for them, and without giving them 
any relief ; he firft by oppreffion makes them poor, 
or however poorer ftill, and then leaves them in 
fuch circumftances ; for this does not fuppofe that 
he once was a favourer of them, and alforded 
them affiftance in their neceffities, and afterwards 
forfook them ; but rather, as Ben Gerfom gives the 
fenfe, he does not leave the poor until he has op- 
preffed and crufhed them, and then he does; Mr. 
Broughton’s reading of the words agrees with the 
former fenfe, be oppreffeth and leaveth poor: becaule 
he hath violently taken away an boule which be built 
not; an houfe which did not belong to him, he 
had no property in or right unto, which, as he 
had not bought, he had not built; and therefore 
could lay no rightful claim unto it, and yet this 
he took in a violent manner from the right owner 
of it, fee Mic. ii. 2. or and, or but fhall not build 
it*, or buildeth it not ; he took it away with an in- 
tention to pull it down, and build a itately palace 
in 
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in the room of it; but either his fubftance was! 
taken from him, or he taken away by death be- 
fore he could finifh it, and fo either through neg- 
leé&t, or want of opportunity, or of money, did 
not what he thought to have done. 
¥. 20. Surely be foail not feel quietnefs in bis 
belly, &c.] Or happinefs in his children, fo fome 
in Bar Tzemach; rather fhall have no fatisfaction in 
his fubftance, though his belly is filled with hid 
treafure, it thal] give him no contentment; he fhall 
be a ftranger to that divine art, but ever have a 
reftlefs craving after more, which is his fin; but 
rather punifhment is here meant, and the fenfe is, 
that he fhall have no quiet in his confcience, no 
peace of mind becaufe of his fin, in getting riches 
in an unlawful way : he fall uot fave of that which 
he defired; of his defirable things, his goods, his} 
wealth, his riches, and even his children, all be-| 
ing gone, and none faved; refpect may be had par-| 
ticularly to Fob’s cafe, who was itripped of every, 
thing, of all his fubftance and his children. 
‘yar. There foall none of bis meat be left, &c.] 
Not in his belly, all fhall be caft up ; none of his, 
fubftance left for himfelf or others ; none of his 
riches for his children or heirs, all being confumed : 
or this may refpect either the profufenefs or nig- 
gardlinefs of his living, that he fhould live in great 
luxury himfelf, but take no care of the poor; or 
elfe keep fo mean a table, that there would be no- 
thing left for the poor, not fo much as a few 
crumbs to fall from it; but the firft fenfe feems 
beft ; though fome render the words, ¢here /hall be 
none left for his meat’, or his fubftance; he fhall 
Jeave no children, have no heirs, all his family 


| intolerable. 


fhall be cut off, fee ch. xviil. 19. therefore fhall no 
man look for bis goods ; for there fhall be none to 
look for them; or rather there fhall be none to 
look for, all being gone: a man in good circum- 


ie 
fo Broughton, * the hand of the injured or grieved ;* 
fuch as he had been injurious to, and had grieved 
by his oppreffions of them; or rather every trou- 
blefome wicked man, the hand of every thief or 
robber ; refpect feems to be had to the hand of the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans, that had been on Yod and 
his fubftance. 

y.23. When he is about to fill bis belly, Bec.) 
Either in a literal fenfe, when he is about to take 
an ordinary meal to fatisfy nature ; or-in a figura- 
tive fenfe, when he is feeking to increafe his world- 
ly riches, and his barns and coffers, and endea- 
vouring to get fatisfaction therein: God fhall caf 
the fury of kis wrath upon him, or fend it out om 
him’; out of the treafutes of it, which are laid 


‘up with him, Dewt. xxxii. 34,35. into his con- 


{cience, and fill him with a dreadful fenfe and ap- 
prehenfion of it, and that with’ great force and 
violence, and caft it, and pour it on him like fire, 
or any fcalding liquor, which is very terrible and 
This intends the indignation of God . 
againft fin, and his juft punifhment of it, aecord- 
ing to the rigour of his juftice; fometimes it is 
only a little wrath and difpleaiture he fhews, he does 
not ftir up all his wrath; but here it is threatened — 
he will caft it, and pour it in great plenty, even the 
fury of it, in the moft awful and terrible manner : 
and foall rain i upon him while beis eating , figni- 
fying, that the wrath of God fhall be revealed 
from heaven againft him, from whence rain comes ; 
that it fhall fall on him from above, unfeen, fud- 
denly, and at an unawares, and come with a force 
and violence nat to be refifted, and in great abun-= 
dance and profufion. The allufion feems to be 
to the rainmg of fire and brimftone on Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the inhabitants of which were indul- 
ging themfelves in gratifying the flefh, when that 
judgment came upon them, Lwke xvii. 28, 29. and 


ftances of life, his heirs expect to enjoy much at his}fo it was with the J/raelites, when they finned 
death, but when he is ftript of all, as ob was, his|againftGod in the wildernefs, P/ Ixxviii.30, 31. per- 
relations and friends are in no expectation of havingjhaps Zepbhar may glance at ‘fod’s children being 
any thing at his death; and therefore don’t think it |flain while they were eating and drinking in their 


worth their while to look out, or make an enquiry |elder brother’s houfe. 


whether there is any thing for them or no, fee 


Ys 284 


Some render it, upon bis 
food" his meat, a curfe going along with it, whilft 
he is eating it, his table becoming a fnare unto 


¥.22. In the fulnefs of his fufficiency be foall be\him ; or upon his wealth and riches, he is endea- 


in fraits, &c.] For though he may not only have 


vouring to fill his belly, or fatisfy himfelf with ; 


a {ufficient competency to live upon, but even ajand others, upon bis flelh, as the Targum, or into 


fulnefs of temporal bleffings, have as much as 
heart can wifh, or more, even good things, and 


bis fiefb, as Broughton, and fo many of the FewiS 
commentators *; meaning his body, filling it with 


plenty of them laid up for many years ; yet amidft|difeafes, fo that there is no foundnefs in it, but is 


it all fhall be reduced to the utmoft ftraits and dif- 
ficulties, either through fear of lofing what he has, 


in pain, and wafting, and confuming ; and Fod’s 
cafe. may be referred to, his body being full of 


infomuch that his abundance will not fuffer him to} boils and ulcers. 


fleep in the night, nor to enjoy an hour’s pleafure 
in the day ; or being fo narrow-{fpirited, notwith- 


¥.24. He fhall flee from the iron weapon, &e.] 
The fword, for fear of being thruft thro’ withit; the 


ftanding his fulnefs, that he cannot allow himfelf| flaming fword of juftice,~God fometimes threatens 


to eat of the fruit of his labours, and rejoice there- 
in; or fearing, notwithftanding all his plenty, that 
he fhall come to want and poverty ; or rather whilft 
he is in the moft flourifhing circumftances, and in 
the heighth of his profperity, he is on a fudden as 
Nebuchadnezzar was, difpoflefled of all, and re- 
duced to the utmoft extremity ; the Targum is, 
*“when his meafure is filled, he fhall take ven- 
geance on him :” every band of the wicked fhall come 
upon bim or of the labourer, as the Targum, the 
hire of whofe labour he has detained, or has taken 
away from him, that which he laboured for; and 
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mittet in eum, Pagninus, Montanus, Schmidt; fo Mercerus, Pifcator. 


fion. ¢ Aben Ezra, Ben Gerfom 


f ; ; » Bar Tzemach ; 
in carnem ejus, Drufius, Mercer. Schmidt, 
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to take, and whet, and make ufe of againft un- 
godly men; the {word of God, as Bar Tzemach 
obferves, is hereby figuratively exprefled ; fleeing 
from it, or an attempt to flee from it, fhews guilt 
in the confcience, danger, and a fenfe of it, and 
a fear of falling into it, and yet there is no efeap- 
ing the hand of Ged, or fleeing from his prefence = 
and the baw of ficel foall firike him through; that 
is, an arrow out of a bow, made of fteel or brais, 
of which bows. were formerly made, and reck« 
the ftrongeft and moft forcible, fee Pf xviii. 3 
fignifying, that if he fhould efcape the dint of a 
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fi ; © #9753 in cibum illius, Tig ver: 
in carne ejus, Pagninus, Montanus ; fuper carnem ejus, Bezas — 


fruetur ; fo fome in Mercer. Drufius. 
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weapon, a fword, or fpear ufed néaf at hand, yet|verfion renders it, xnguenchable fire; and fo Mr. 
as he fled, he would be reached by one that ftrikes | Broughton ; and fuch the fire of hell is faid to be, 
at a diftance, an arrow fhot from a bow; the fenfe | MZa/t. iii. 12. Mark ix. 43, &c. and which is a 
is, that if a wicked man efcapes one judgment, |fire kindled by the breath of the Lord, like a 


another will be fure to follow-him, and overtake him 
and deftroy him, fee J/ xxiv. 17, 18. mos v. 
19. 
es. 25. It is drawn and cometh out of the body, 
&c.} That is, the arrow with which a wicked 
man is ftricken through ; either it is drawn, and 
comes out of the quiver, as Broughton , or rather 
is drawn out of the body of a wicked man, being 
fhot into it, and that in order thar he may be 
cured of his wound if poffible,, but to no purpofe, 
fince it follows: yea, the glittering {word cometh 
out of bis gall; being thruft into it, which being 
pierced and poured out, is certain and immediate 
death, fee ch. xvi. 13. Some render it, yea, she 
glittering {word out of bis gall, be fball go away, or 
is gone’; that is, he fhall die, or is a dead man, | 
there is no hope of him, when the arrow hag 
transfixed his body, and the {word has penetrated 
into his gall, and divided that: ¢errors are upon 
him the terrors of death, the plain fymptoms of 
it being upon him; the terrors of an awful jude- 
ment, which follows after it; the terrors of the 
dreadful fentence of-condemnation that will then 
be pronounced, go ye curfed, &c. and the terrors 
of hell and eternal death, fignified by utter dark- 
neis, unquenchable fire, and the never-ceafing tor- 
ments of it. Some by them underftand devils, 
thofe terrible fpirits, which haunt wicked men in 


ftream of brimftone,; Jf xxx. 33. it foall go ill with 
him that is left in bis tabernacle; not only it fhall go 
ill with the wicked man himfelf, but with thofe 
he leaves behind him, that dwell in the houfe he 
formerly lived in,with his pofterity ; God fometimes 
punifhing the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children, 

¥. 27. The heaven foall reveal bis iniquity, &c.] 
Either God the maker and poffeffor of heaven, 
who dwells there, and is fometimes fo called, Dan. 
iv. 26. Luke xv. 18. who fees and knows all things, 
even thofe that are moft fecret, as well as more 
openly committed, and will make all manifeft, 
fooner or later ; or elfe the angels of heaven, the 
inhabitants of it, fo the Targum, who in the laft 
day will be employed in gathering out of Chrift’s 
kingdom all that offend, and do iniquity, Matt. 
xiii. 41, 42. or the judgments of God defcending 
from heaven, or appear there, and are owing to 
it; fuch as drowning the old world by opening 
the windows of heaven, the burning of Sodom and 
Gomorrah by fire and brimftone from thence, and 
the deftruction of perfons by thunder and light- 
ning, and the like ; which judgments falling upon 
men, fhew them to be guilty of crimes deferving 
of the wrath of God, fee Rom. i. 18. and the earth 


feall rife up againft him; when that becomes bar- 


ren for the fins of men, and nothing but things 


their dying moments, and are ready to carry them/}hurtful to man rife up out of it; when it difclofes 
to the lake which burns with fire and brimftone,|the blood of murdered perfons, and will at laft 
where they are to be companions with them for| give up the wicked dead that are buried in it; the 
ever. The word is fometimes ufed of gigantic\Zargum is, ‘ the inhabitants of the earth ;” and 
perfons, who are fometimes terrible to others ; and| may be interpreted of their enmity, oppofition and 
fince thefe are mentioned along with weapons of|hottility. 
war, Bar Tzemach interprets them of men of| y.-28. Lhe increafe of bis houfe fhall depart, &c.] 
ftrength and power, men of war or foldiers, whofe} Either his children, or his fubftance. Some inter- 
fear falls on others. pret it, as Kimchi" obferves, of the walls of his 
¥. 26. All darkuefs thall be bid in his fecret places,| houfe, becaufe of what follows, they /hall flow away, 
&c:] In fuch places of fecrefy, where he may|&c. as if he fhould fay, the ftones of his houfe 
promife himfelf fafety, he fhall find more calami-| fhall fall down, and his habitation fhall be deftroyed, 
ties of all forts; or every kind of judgments fhall| according to Mic, i. 6. where a dilapidation is ex- 


find him out, and come upon him, fometimes fig- 
nified by darknefs, fee Jf vili. 22. or utter dark- 
nefs, the blacknefs of darknefs ; everlafting wrath, 
ruin and deftruction are laid up and referved in 
God’s fecret places for him, and lie hid among his 
treafures of vengeance, which he in due time will 


prefled by a flow, or pouring down of ftones: and 
his goods fhall flow away in the day of his wrath ; 
in the day of the wrath of God upon him, which 
will come upon him like water f{pilt on the ground, 
of no more ufe and fervice to him ; the Targum 
interprets it of oil and wine, which fhall flow away 


bring forth from thence, and punifh the guilty |jand ceafe, and fo Mr. Broughton renders it, fruits 
finner with, Jude, ¥. 13. Deut. xxxii. 34, 35. or|for bis boufe; all defirable and ufeful ones, fee 


all this fhall be becaufe of fecret fins, as Ben Ger- 
fom interprets it; and fo Mr. Broughton ren- 
ders the words, for bis ftore; that is, for the 
ftore of his fins, as he explains it, which how- 
ever privately and fecretly committed, fhall be 
brought into judgment; and there the hidden 
things of darknefs will be brought to light, and 
fentence pais upon men for them: @ fire not 
blown fhall confume him; not blown by man, but 
by God himfelf ; which fome underftand of thunder 
and lightning, fuch as fell on ¥0d’s theep and fer- 


* -wants,and confumed them,and which may be glanced 


vat; and others of fome fiery diftemper, a burning 
fever, hot ulcers, carbuncles, &@c. fuch as were at 
this time on'¥od’s body; but the Targum better, of 
the fire of hell; and fo many of the Jews com- 


-mentators *®, as well as Chriftian; the Septuagint 
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“br abibit Sonne fome in Michaelis; abit, Schultens. 


Rev, Xyiii. 14. 

¥. 29. This is the portion of a wicked man from 
Ged, &c.] All before related, and which is very 
different from the portion of a good man, which 
is God himfelf, both here and hereafter; the 
wicked man has indeed his portion from God, 
which he has afiigned him, but his portion is not 
himfelf ; nor is it with him, nor with his people, 
but it-is at moft and beft in this life, and but a 
worldly. one, and hereafter will be with devils and 
damned fpirits ; and a dreadful portion it is to be 
banifhed from the prefence of God to all eternity, 
and take up an everlafting abode with fuch com- 
pany: and the heritage appointed unto him by God ; 
it is not only a portion allotted to him, but an in- 
heritance to abide continually with him ; and this 


by the irreverfible decree and appointment of avr: 
who 


& Jarchi, Sephorno, and others. b Se. 
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who has fore-ordained ungodly men to condem- |fhall be inflited upon him, and continue with him ee 
nation, and made, appointed and referved them to|as an inheritance, becaufe of his words, his inde- | 
the day of wrath and deftruétion. Some chule to|cent words, hard fpeeches and blafphemies uttered _ 
render the claufe, and the inheritance of bis word\by him ; referring as ’tis thought, to the words 
or words* is unto him by God; that is, punifhmentlwhich had dropped from the lips of od. 


] 


CHAP. XXL. 


'T HIS chapter contains Yob’s reply to Zophar’s 
preceding difcourfe, in which, after a pre- 
face exciting attention to what he was about to fay, 
y¥. (—6. he defcribes by various inftances the pro- 
fperity of wicked men, even of the moft impious 
and atheiftical, and which continues with them as 
long as they live, contrary to what Zopbar had 
afferted in ch. xx. 5. ¥.7—15. as for himfelf, he 
difapproved of fuch wicked men as much as any, 
and owns that deftruction comes upon them fooner 
or later, and on their pofterity alfo, ¥. 16—21. 
but as God is a God of knowledge, and needs no 
inftruction from any, and is a fovereign Being, he 
deals with men in different ways ; fome die in great 
eafe, and peace, and profperity, and others in bit- 
ternefs and diftrefs, but both are alike brought to the 
duft, ¥. 22—26. and whereas he was aware of their 
cenfures of him, and their objections to what he 
had faid, he allows that the wicked are referved to 
the day of deftruction, which is future, and in 
the mean while lie in the grave, where all muft 
follow ; yet they are not repaid or rewarded in this 
life, that remains to be done in another world, 
y. 27-33. and concludes, that their confolation 
with refpeét to him was vain, and falfhood was in 
their anfwers, ¥. 34. 


inftead of all they could give, or could propofe to 
iim, if he might have but this favour to be heard. 
with candour, diligence and attention. 

¥. 3. Suffer me that I may fpeak, &c.| To go 
on with his difcourfe, without any interruption, un- 
til he had finifhed it ; as he before craves their at- 
tention, here he intreats their patience to hear him 
out, as well as to give him leave to begin; they 
might by their geftures feem as if they were break- 
ing up and departing ; or they raifed a tumultuous 
clamour, to hinder his proceeding to reply ; or he 
might fear, that if he was allowed to fpeak, they 
would break in upon him before he had done, as 
they had already ; or bear me, as feveral of the 
Fewifh commentators explain the phrafe ; tho’ what 
he was going to fay might fit heavy upon their minds, 
and be very burdeniome, grating and uneafy to 
them ; yet he intreats they would endure it pa- 
tiently, until he had made an end of {peaking = 
and after that I have [poken, mock ons as they had 
already, ch. xii. 4. and xvii. 2. they had mocked 
not at his troubles and afflictions, but at his words 
and arguments in vindication of his innocence 5 
and now all he intreats of them is, that they would 
admit him to fpeak once more, and to finifh his 
difcourfe ; and then if they thought fit, or if they 
could, to go on with their {coffs and derifions of 
him ; if he could but obtain this favour, he fhould 
be eafy, he fhould not regard their mockings, bur 
bear them patiently; and he feems to intimate, 
that he thought he fhould be able to fay fuch things 
to them, that would fpoil their mocking, and pre- 
vent it for the future; fo the Greek verfion renders 
it, thou fhalt not laugh ; and the words being fin- 
gular, have led many to think, that Zophar, 
who fpoke laft, is particularly intended, though it 
may refpect every one of his friends. 

¥. 4. ds for me, is my complaint to man? &c.} 
Fob had been complaining, and ftill was, and con- 
tinued to do fo after this, but not to them, his 
give ; whereby, if their minds were open to con-|friends, nor any other man; his complaint was 
viction, they would clearly fee their miftake, and}made to God, and of him he thought he was hard- 
that truth lay on his fide: and let this be your|ly dealt with by him, he could not tell for what ; 
confolations,; or this fhall be your confolations* ;\he had defired to know the reafon why he contend- 
meaning, either that they would receive inftruction|ed with him in fuch a manner, but could get no 
and benefit by his difcourfe, which would yield}fatisfaction ; when his friends came firft to vifit 
them pleafure and comfort ; and to an ingenuous|him, they faid nothing to him, nor he to thems 
mind, to be convinced of an error, to have mif-}and when he did fpeak, it was not to them, but 
takes rectified, and to get knowledge of the truth,}to God, of whom he complains, and expoftulates 
it is a real fatisfaction, and affords pleafure ; or|with him, why he had ever been born, or had not 
elfe, that whereas their end in paying him a vifit|died as foon as born, and not have lived to have 
was to comfort him, and they had taken methods,|feen fuch unhappy days, and endured fo much 
as they thought, in order to it, but in Y0’s opi-jaffliction and trouble: and if it were fo; that he 
nion to very little purpofe, yea they were, as he|had made his complaint to man, fince it would 
fays, miferable comforters ; now he obferves, that/have been in vain, and to no purpofe, he should 
if they would but be filent, and attentively liften|have got no relief, nor obtained any fatisfaétions — 
to what he had to fay, that would be in the room why foould not my fpirit be troubled? or foortened'; 
ofall comforts they could give unto him ; it would or, as the Jargum, be ftraitened ; for as comfort 
be a confolation to him, and be reckoned by him,}and joy enlarge the heart, trouble contracts and — 


¥.1. But Fob anfwered and faid.| In reply to 
what Zophar had afferted concerning the profpe 
rity of the wicked, being only for a fhort time; 
the contrary to which he moft clearly proves, and 
that in many inftances their profperity continues 
as long as they live ; that they die in it, and it is 
enjoyed by their pofterity after them. 

¥.2. Hear diligently my fpeech, &c.] The fol- 
lowing oration or difcourfe he was about to deli- 
ver concerning the profperity of wicked men ; to 
which he defires their clofeft attention, that they 
might the better underftand the force of his rea 
foning, the evidences and proof of facts he fhould 


ae 
, 
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ftraitens it; or is my prayer ™or petition to men? 
it was not, tho’ he was reduced fo low, and was 
in fuch a diftreffed condition; he had afked no- 
thing of men, not of thefe his friends, neither to 
give him of their fubftance, nor to help him out 
of the hands of his enemies, ch. vi. 21, 23. he 
had poured out his complaint before God, and had 
directed his prayer to the God of his life ; he had 
defired to fpeak to none bur the Almighty, and to 
reafon only with him; he had -petitioned him to 
take cognizance of his cafe, and to admit of a hear- 
ing of it before him, and to have it determined by 
him; he had complained of wrongs and injuries 
done him, and begged to be redreffed and righted, 
but got no anfwer; God did not think fit to an- 
fwer him, but hid himfelf from him, and con- 
tinued fo to do: and if, if this be the cafe, as it 
really was, why fhould not my /pirit be troubled ? is 
there not reafon for it? Some think Yod’s mean- 
ing is, is my di/putation, as the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion, or is my difcourfe concerning human things, 
things within the compafs of human knowledge 
and reafoning ? or, to be attained to by the force 
of that, without divine revelation? no, it is con- 
cerning divine things ; concerning the myfteries of 
Providence, with refpect to good and bad men ; 
concerning the living Redeemer, his incarnation, 
refurrection, &c. and faith in him; concerning 
the general refurrection, the final judgment, and 
a future ftate of happinefs : or does my complaint, 
petition or difcourfe favour of that which is human, 
and is intermixed with human frailty ? if it be fo, it 
fhould be borne with, it fhould be confidered I am 
but a man, and liable to err; and efpecially great 
allowances fhould be made in my prefent circum- 
ftances, being under fuch fore afflictions; and it may 
be reafonably thought, that though the fpirit may 
be willing to behave in a better manner, the flefh 
is weak, and much muft be imputed unto that; 
and it will not feem fo extravagant to indulge a 
troubled fpirit fo feverely exercifed ; perfons under 
afflictions generally think they do well to be trou- 
bled, and that there is reafon enough for it, and 
ought to be borne with, and not to be reproached 
and ralli¢d on that account. 

y. 5. Mark me, &c.) Or look at me"; not at 
his perfon, which was no lovely fight to behold, be- 
ing covered with boils from head to foot, his flefh 
clothed with worms and clods of duft, his fkin 
broken, yea fcarce any left; however he was be- 
come a mere {fkeleton, reduced to fkin and bone; 
but at his forrows and fufferings, and confider and 
contemplate them in their minds, and fee if there 
was any forrow like his, or any one that fuffered as 
he did, and in fuch pitiful circumftances ; or that 
they would have a regard: to his words, and well 
weigh what he had faid, or was about to fay, con- 
cerning his own cafe, or concerning the providen- 
ces of God with refpect to good and bad men, and 
efpecially the latter: and be aftonifhbed at what 
had befallen him, at his afflictions, being an inno- 
cent man, and not chargeable with any crime for 
which it could be thought that thefe came upon 
him; and at the different methods of Providence 
towards good men and bad men, the one being 
afflicted, and the other in profperous circumftances, 
fee ch. xvii. 8. and lay your band upon your mouth , 
and be filent, fince fuch difpenfations of Provi- 
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dence are unfearchable, and paft finding out; and 
as they are not to be accounted for, are not to be 
{poken againft: and it would have been well if 
Fob had taken the fame advice himfelf, and had 
been ftill, and owned and acknowledged the fove- 
reignty of God, and not opened his mouth in the 
manner he had done, and curfed the day of his 
birth, and complained of hard treatment at the 
hand of God; perhaps his fenfe may be, that he 
would have his friends be filent, and forbear draw- 
ing the characters of men from the outward deal- 
ings of God with them. This phrafe is ufed of 
filence in ch. xxix. g. and xl. 4. thus Harpocrates, 
the god of filence with the heathens, is always 
pictured with his hand to his mouth. 

¥. 6. Even when I remember, &c.\ Either the 
iniquities of his youth he was made to poffefs ; or 
his former ftate of outward happinefs and profpe- 
rity he had enjoyed, and reviewed his prefent mi- 
ferable cafe and condition, and called to mind the 
evil tidings brought him thick and faft, of the 
lofs of his fubftance, fervants and children, which 
were fo terrible and fhocking ; or when he reflected 
on the inftances of Providence, he was about to 
relate in the following verfes: 1 am afraid, and 
trembling taketh hold on my flefo ; which is fome- 
times the cafe of good men, both with refpeé to 
the judgments of God upon the wicked, and with 
refpect to what befals, or is coming upon, the 
people of God, P/. cxix. 120. Had. iii. 16. and 
even the different treatment of good and bad men 
in this life, as that the one fhould be feverely: af- 
flicted and diftreffed, and the other be in fuch pro- 
fperous and happy circumftances, is not only a 
fore temptation to them, but fhocks their minds, 
and makes them fhudder and ftagger at it, and 
gives them great pain and uneafinels, Pf Ixxiil. 
PR Pee ee es eee 

y. 7. Wherefore do the wicked live, &c.] Which 
queftion is put either to God himfelf, as not know- 
ing how to account for it, or to reconcile it to’ his 
divine perfections ; that he a holy, juft and righ- 
teous Being, fhould fuffer fuch wretches to live 
upon his earth, who had been, and ftill were, con- 
tinually finning againft him, tranfgreffing his law, 
and trampling under foot his power and authority ; 
when he a man that feared the Lord, as God him- 
felf had borne witnefs of him, laboured under fuch 
heavy affliction, that he feemed rather to die than 
live: or elfe it is put to his friends; to whom he 
appeals, for the truth of it, as Zopbar had to him, 
about the fhort time of the profperity of the wick- 
ed, ch. x. 4, 5. and defires them to try how they 
could make fuch undeniable fats comport with 
their own principles, that wicked men are always, 
and only afflicted to any great degree, and not holy 
and good men ; but if fo, it is afked, why do they 
live, even live at all? why is not their breath 
ftopt at once, that breathe out nothing but fin and 
wickednefs? or why are they /ively ? as Mr. Brough- 
ton renders the word; that is, brifk, chearful and 
jocund, live merrily, having an abundance of this 
world’s good things ; call upon themfelves to eat, 
drink and be merry, and indulge themfelves in all 
the gratifications of fenfual pleafures and delights ; 
live at eafe, in peace and outward comfort, and 
are not in trouble as other men, having nothing 
to difturb, difquiet and diftrefs them; nay, not 
only 
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only live comfortably, but live long ; whilft a-righ-} by the increafe and comfortable aie 
teous man perifhes or dies in his righteoufhefs, the|children and grand-children, and by the peace and 
wicked man prolongs his life in his wickednefs,|fafety of all within doors ; here it is farther fet 
Eccl. vii. 15. as it follows : become old; live to alforth by the increafe of his kine in the fields, one 
confiderable old age, as J/bmael did, towhom he may part being put for the whole, his oxen and Ke 
have refpeét, as well as to fome others within his|his camels and fheep, things in which the riches of 
knowledge ; or are durable", not only in age, as}men chiefly lay in thofe times and countries; and 
the finner is fuppofed to die, and fometimes does|he was reckoned an happy man, when thefe brought 
die an hundred years old, or more, but in wealth|forth abundantly ; fee P/- cxliv. 13, 14, 15+ sbeir, 
and riches, in outward profperity ; for though fpi-|cow calveth, and cafleth not her calf ; both male 
ritual riches are only durable riches, in oppofition and female fucceed in propagating their {peciess 
to temporal ones, yet thefe fometimes endure with|and fo in increafing the wealth of their owner 5 
a wicked man, and he endures with them as long|this is fometimes promifed as a temporal bleffing, » 
as he lives, as may be feen in the inftances of wick-| Exod. xxiii. 26. nid 399 
ed rich men in Luke xii. 16—20. and xvi. 19, 22.|" ¥. t1. They fend forth their little ones like a flocks 
with which agrees what follows: yea, are mighly &c.] .Of fheep, which are creatures very in- 
in power ? are in great authority among men, be- creafing, and become very numerous, P/: cxliv. 
ing kings, princes, civil magiftrates, fee P/- xxxvii.} 13. to which a large increafe of families may be 
35. are advanced to great dignity and honour, as}compared, P/- cvii. 41. for this is not to be inter- 
the twelve princes that fprung from J/hmael, andj preted of their kine fending or bringing forth fuck 
the race of kings and dukes that came from E/au. nunibers asto be like a flock of fheep ; but of the 
Mr. Broughton renders it, be mighty in riches, great-|families of wicked men being increafed in like man- 
ly increafé in them; and fo the Targum, poflefsjner ; and the fending them forth is to be under- 
fubftance-or riches. ftood either of the birth of their children, being 

y. 8. Their feed is eftablifbed in their fight with fent out or proceeding from them, as plants out of 
them, &c.) Which is to be underftood not of feed the earth, or branches from a tree ; orof their 
fown in the earth, and of the permanence and in-| being fent out nor to fchool to be inftruéted in ufe- 
creafe of that, but of their children; to have a nu-|ful learning, but into the ftreets to play, and pipe, 
merous progeny, was reckoned a great temporal and dance ; and it may denote, as their number; 
blefling, and to have them fettled happily and] fo their being left to them{elves, and being at li- 
comfortably in the world, was an additional one ;|berty to do as they pleafe, being under no reftric- 
and what contributed ftill more to their felicity was,|tion, nor any care taken of their education; at 
that they were well fettled during their life, or they|leaft in fuch a manner as to have a tendency to 
yet living, and with their eyes beholding their pro-| make them fober, virtuous, and ufeful in life; end 
fperous and ftable condition: and alfo with them ;| their children dance either in an inartificial ways 
near them, in the fame neighbourhood, or at no great| {kip and frifk, and play like calves and lambs, and. 
diftance from them ; or even in like circumftances| fo are very diverting to their parents, as well as 
with them, equally as well fettled, and as profpe-|fhews them to be in good health; which adds to 
rous as themfelves, as this phrafe is fometimes ufed, | their parents happinefs and pleafure: or in an arti- 
fee Pf. cvi. 6. and their offspring before their eyes | ficial way, being taught to dance ; and it fhould 
their childrens children, as the Targum, and fo the} be obferved, it is sheir children, the children of 
Vulgate Latin verfion; fo that profperity attends the wicked, and not of the godly, that are thus 
not only wicked men and their children, but alto brought up ; fo Abraham did not train up his 
their grandchildren, and they live to fee thefe grown|children, nor ‘od his; no inftance can be given of 
up and fettled in the world, and in thriving cir-|the children of good men being trained up in this 
cumftances ; all which muft give them pleafure, andj manner, or of their dancing in an irreligious way 3 
be matter of honour and glory to them, Prov. xvii.| however this proves in whata jovial way, and in 
6. Now this is diametrically oppofite to Zophar’s| what outward profperity and pleafure wicked men 
notion of the fhort continuance of the profperity of] and their families live ; which is thething 70d has 
wicked men, and of the low and miferable con-|in view, and is endeavouring to prove and efta- 
dition of their children, ch. xx. 5, 10. 21. 26, 28. [blith. 

¥.9. Their boufes are Safe from fear, &c.] Of] ¥. 12. They take the timbrel and harp, &c.] Not 
enemies befetting them, entering into them, and|the children, but the parents of them ; thefe took, 
pillaging and plundering them ; of thieves and|thefe inftruments of mufic into their hands, and 
robbers breaking into them, and carrying off their played upon them whilft their children danced;  - 
fubftance : or their boufes are peace *; their families thus merrily they fpent their time: or, as Farebé 
live in peace among themfelves, or enjoy all pro-|and Aben Ezra, they lift up the voice with the ta- 
fperity, which the word peace frequently fignifies ;/bret and harp ; that is, whilft they playedon thefe 
they have peace and profperity within doors, and|with their hands, they fung fongs with their 
are free from fear, or devoid of fear from any thing}mouths ; they ufed both vocal and inftrumental 
without : neither is the rod of God upon them ; nei-|mufic together, to make the greater harmony, and 
ther his rod of chaftifement, which is upon his;give the greater pleafure, like thofe in mos vi. 
own people, and with which he fcourges every|5, 6. and rejoice at the Jound of the organ; amufical 
fon, though in love, for their good, and which was inftrument, very pleafant and entertaining, from 
now upon Job, ch. ix. 34. nor any fore judgment, | whence it has its name in the Hebrew tongue; but 
as famine, plague, fword, or any other ; no not|of what form it was cannot be with certainty. faid 
even the common afflictions and troubles that men|that which we now fo call, is of later invention, and —> 
are exercifed with. unknown in thofe times: probably od may have 

y.10. Their bull gendereth, and faileth not, &c.]|refpect to Fubal, the inventor of this fort of mufic, 
As the wicked man’s profperity is defcribed before and others of the pofterity of Cain before the flood, — 
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who prattifed it, and were delighted in it; in which 
they were imitated and followed by wicked men af- 
ter it, and in Fod’s time, Gen. iv. 21, 
¥.'13. They fpend their days in wealth, &c.| Or 
in good’; not in the performanceof good works, 
or in the exercife of that which is fpiritually good ; 
or in feeking after {piritual good things, or eternal 
happinefs ; but in earthly good, in the enjoyment, 
of the temporal good things of this life, and which 
to enjoy in a moderate and becoming manner is not 
criminal but commendable; but thefe men, and 
fuch as they, feek no other good, but worldly 
good ; their language is, who will fhew us an) 
good? any outward good ; the. way to get it, how 
to come at it, and be put in the pofléffion of it : 
fuch place all their happinets in fuch fort of, good, 
and {pend all their time either in getting it, or in 
enjoying it, and in nothing elfe.; not in {piritual 
exerciles, in prayer, or praife, in their own houfes; 
in private ; nor in an attendance on the worthip of 
God in public ; it denotes alfo their continuance in 
profperity unto the end of their days ; for there is 
a various reading ; we follow the Keri, or margin, 
but the Cetib, or writing is they become old®, 
in wealth, or good things, and which is followed 
by many; they live all their days in the midft of 
wealth and riches, and die in fuch circumftances, 
contrary to what Zophar. had afferted inch. xx. 5 
and in a moment go down to the grave; the houfe 
appointed for all living, man’s long home, into 
which he is faid to go down, becaufe let down and 
interred in the earth; hither wicked men mutt 
come after all their wealth, riches, profperity, and 
pleafure ; and hither they defcend im @ moment ; 
fuddenly, no previous change being made in their 
outward circumiftances ; and without any prefage, 
or forenotice of. it, without any lingering difeafe 
and ficknefs leading on to it, there being no dands 
in their death, nothing to hinder and reftrain from 
dying ; but they drop at once into the grave, 
without ficknefs or pain: orinref, or quietly"; be- 
ing wholly at eafe and quiet as in ¥. 23. not only 
free from acute pains, and grievous diftempers, as 
burning fevers, and violent tortures, and racks of 
the ftone, and other diftreffing diforders ; but with- 
out any diftrefs of mind, ignorant of their ftate 
and condition, and unconcerned about it; as they 
are at eafe from their youth, and fettled on their 
lees, they remain fo, and go out of the world in 
like manner ; and as fheepare laid in the grave, 
die fenfelefs and ftupid, having no thought in 
. their laft moments what will become of them in 
another world : fome render it, they go down to 
bell* ; the ftate and place of the wicked after 
death ; which, though true, feems not fo agreeable 
to Fod’s {cope and defign, which is not to defcribe 
the punifhment of the wicked, but their eafy cir- 
cumftances in life and in death; and fo the Fewih 
commentators generally underftand it. Aben Ezra’s 
note is, ‘¢ in a moment, without afflictions ;” 
Farchi, ‘* quietly without chaltifements ;’’ and 
Bar Tzemach, * without evil difeafes ;” having no- 
thing to diftrefs them in body or mind, when 
many a good man lies long on a bed of languifhing, 
tortured with difeafes, chaftened with fore pain, and 
his life gradually draws near to the grave, and to 
the deftroyers. 
y¥.14. Therefore they fay unto God, &c.] Whilft 
in health and life, amidft all their outward pro- 
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fperity, and becaufe of it ; for worldlyriches have 
this tendency, to make men proud and infolent, 
and not only to behave ill to their fellow creatures, 
ind to flight and defpife them ; but even to forfake 
God, and lightly efteem their creator and benefac- 
tor; yea, even to kick againft him, and oppofe 
him, to fet their mouths againft him, and {peak 
very contemptuoufly and blafphemoufly of him, 
asin the following words ; which though not ex- 
prefly uttered and pronounced, which yet may have 
been by fome, however are conceived in the mind, 
and inwardly fpoken ; and by their lives and con- 
verfations outwardly declared and abundantly pro- 
claimed : depart from us not as to his general 
prefence, which cannot be, and without which 
they would not be able to fubfift,; God is every 
where, and near to every one, and all live, and 
move, and have their being in him; nor as to his 
fpiritual prefence, which wicked men know no- 
thing of, and are unconcerned about ; but they 
don’t chufe to have him fo near them as that their 
minds fhould be converfant about him ; they don’t 
care to have him in their thoughts, they are defi- 
rous if poffible of banifhing him out of their 


minds; they would live without thinking of God, 


o 


.or thinking that there is a God in the world, for 


fuch a thought makes them uneafy ; they don’t 
love to have their confciences awakened by him, fo 
as to check and accute for what they do ; they had 
rather have them cauterized or feared, as witha 
red hot iron, and be paft feeling, that they may go 
on in their finful courfes without controul : this is 
the juft character of a worldling, who is afraid he 
fhall be a lofer by God and religion, fhould he at- 
tend thereunto; and therefore, as the Gerge/enes 
for a like reafondefired Chriff to depart out of their 
coatts, fo fuch defire God to depart from them ; 
and of the epicure, whofe God is his belly, and that 
only, and moft righteoufly will it be faid to fuch 
at the laft day, depart from me; this will be a juft 
retaliation: for we defire not the knowledge of thy 
ways; the ways which God prefcribes, directs, 
and enjoins men to walk in, even the ways of his 
commandments ; thefe are unknown to men, un- 
til fhewn and taught them ; but wicked men don’t 
defire to be inftructed in them ; they have no plea- 
fure and delight neither in them, nor in the kKnow- 
ledge of them; they fancy there is no pleafure to 
be had in them, and they think they have got into 
a much more pleafant way, which they have chofen, 
and their fouls delight in ; though deftruction and 
mifery are init, and it leads into it : they wilfully af- 
fect ignorance of the ways of God ; they don’t care 
to come to the light, left their deeds fhould be re- 
proved, their coniciences be made uneafy, and they 
not able to go on fo peaceably and quietly in their 
own ways. 

 y. 15. What is the Almivhty, that we foould ferve 
him ? &c.| Who is be*, as fome render it; or what 
is there in him, in his nature, in his excellencies 
and perfeétions, that fhould oblige us to ferve him ? 
One would think, the attribute of dlmighty, they 
own and acknowledge, is fufficient to engage to it, 
fince he is the lawgiver that is able to fave and to 
deftroy, even to deftroy with an everlafting deftruc- 
tion, both body and foul in hell, who obey him 
not ; but fulnefs of riches, power, and authoricy, 
{well the mind with pride, and put menon afking fuch 


queftions, and running fuch lengths as thele; fee 


Exod. 
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Exod. v. 2. Prov. xxx. 9. The quettion is big with 
atheifm, and fuggelts, there was nothing in God 
excellent or worthy of any regard, or on account 
of which he fhould be ferved and worfhipped ; as 
if he was a mere idol, which is nothing in the 
world ; and that he was indeed nothing in it, nei 
ther did good nor evil, nor concerned himfelf with 
the affairs of men; had forfaken the earth, and 
took no notice of what was doing in it; at leaft, 
the queftion fuppofes, that fuch think themfelves 
under no obligations to ferve him, and fhews them to 
be fons of Belial, without a yoke; that they neither 
are nor can be fubjeét to the law of God without his 
grace ; they are not willing God fhould reign over 
them, nor to be obedient to his commands and ordi- 
nances ; but are for freeing themfelves from all ob- 
ligations to him, and choofe to ferve divers lufts and 
pleafures ; be the vaffals of fin and Satan, rather 
than be the worfhippers of God: and what profit 
Joould we have if we pray unto bim? Prayer is one 
part of the fervice of God, and may be here put for 
the whole: this, as all the reft, is very difagreeable 
toa natural man, who, as he is biaffed entirely by 
profit and gain, thinks there is nothing to be got 
by religious exercifes; he ebferving, that the wor- 
fhippers of God, as to external things, fare worfe 
than thofe who do not pray unto him, or do not 
ferve and worfhip him; fee Mal. iii. 14. though 
there is much profit, and many things, and thofe 
moft excellent and valuable, got by prayer; for 
whatfoever good men afk in prayer, believing, they 
receive, Maét. vii. 7. and xxi. 22, The Targum is, 
“¢ if we pray in his word,” in the name of the ef: 
fential Word, the Son of God; whereas to afk or 
pray in his name, is the only way of fucceed- 
ing; and fuch who do afk in faith in his name, 
have what they afk for, Febs xiv. 15. and xvi. 
235 24. 
¥.16. Lo, their good is not in their hand, &c.] 
Though itis in their poffeffion for the prefent, it 
is not in the power of their hands to keep, nor to 
carry it with them when they die ; God that gave it, 
can take it away when he pleafes; and therefore it 
might be profitable to them to ferve him and pray 
unto him : or ¢heir good is not by their hand, they 
do not obtain their happinefs by their works, as in 
the Tigurine -verfion; and to the fame fenfe Mr. 
Broughton, ‘lo, their wealth cometh not by their 
own power ;” it is not got by their own induftry, 
diligence, care, and labour, by their own wifdom, 
knowledge, underftanding, and cunning ; for riches 


obi 
thefe were what he difliked; their courfe of life, 
which was according to this world, and Satan the 
god of it, their company and converfation, were 
fuch as he carefully fhunned and avoided ; he chofe 
not to come into their aflembly, or to have any fel- 
lowfhip with them ; to walk in the counfél of the 
ungodly, or ftand in the way of finners, thee 
chings were an abomination to him; fee P/i. 1. 
his Yod fays to exculpate himfelf, and wipe off 
any calumny that might be caft upon him, as if by 
what he had faid concerning the outward profperity 
of the wicked, that he was a patron and defender 
of them, and an advocate for them. 

¥. 17.How oft is the candle of the wicked put out, 
&c.] Fob here returns, as Zarchi obferves, to his 
former account of the conftant and continued pro- 
fperity of wicked men; and puts queftions tending 
to prove the fame. Bil/dad had faid, that the light 
and candle of the wicked would be put out, ch. 
xviii. 5,6. Fod referring to this, afks how often 
this is the cafe? meaning by the candle of the 
wicked, not his foul or fpirit, which cannot be put 
out, or become extinét, as to be no more ; nor the 
light of nature in his foul, though that may be put 
outin a great meafure, and he be given up to judi- 
cial blindnefs and hardnets of heart; but either his 
natural life, which, likea candle burns for a while, 
and then becomes extinét, or rather his outward 
profperity and happinefs : if the queftion relates to 
the former, to the natural life of wicked men; it 
is not whether they die, that is no queftion; all 
die, good and bad; but whether they die in com- 
mon fooner than others, or whether the inftances of 
the brevity of the life of wicked men were frequent, 
or but feldom ; or, is this always the cafe? it is not, 
it is rare, and not common; they live as long as 
other men, and oftentimes longer; they live and 
become old, as od before obferves; they prolong 
their days in their wickednefs; or, if this refers to 
the latter, the profperity of the wicked, the quef- 
tion is, is that for the moft part a fhort-lived pro- 
{perity ? it is not, it is but rarely fo; wicked men 
generally fpend all their days in wealth, as before 
obferved ; fo Ramban interprets how oft, that is, how 
feldom; and to the fame fenfe Mr. Broughton, * not 
fo often is the candle of the wicked put out;” and 
how oft cometh their deftrutiion upon them? not 
eternal, but temporal deftruétion, calamities and 
diftrefles ; thefe are threatened them; but they are 
not executed on them immediately ; and therefore 
their hearts are fet in them to do evil: generally 
{peaking, they have their good things here; they 
are filled with hidden treafure, which they enjoy 
whilft they live, and leave the reft of their fub- 
ftance to their babes; they are not deftroyed on 
every fide, as ob was ; their fubftance, their cat-" 
tle, their fervants, their children, and their own 
health. ‘Job afks how often this is their cafe, as 
had been his; and his fenfe is, and what experience 
teftifies, it is but rarely the cafe of wicked men ; 
he feems to refer to what is faid, ch. xviii. 12.God di- . 
tvibuteth forrows in his anger; or rather, how oft doth 
be diftribute forrows in bis anger ? but feldom; he is 
angry with the wicked every day, and referves 
wrath for them, and many forrows fhall be to 
them, but not for the prefent; thofe are future, 
andeven fuch, as of a woman in travail, as the word 
ufed fignifies, and which fhall come upon them 
fuddenly and certainly, and there will be no avoid- 
ing them; fee P/-xxxii. 10. Hof. xiii. 13. 1 Theff. 
v. 3. but does God frequently diftribute or portion 
out forrows to them now? he does not; t -y | av 
their portion ef good things in this life; do 


5S 
are not always to men of under{tanding, but come 


from God, who gives them to whom he pleafes, 
and can take them away again if he thinks fit ; and 
therefore men are dependent upon him for what 
they have, and fhould be thankful to him, and 
ferve him, and pray for the continuance of good 
things to them. ‘archi reads the words by way of 
interrogation and admiration, lo! is not their good 
in their hand? verily it is, efpecially in their own 
opinion; their hands are full of it; they want no- 
thing of God ; they fee no need of praying to him ; 
hence the above words, which ob exprefies his 
difapprobation of : she counfel of the wicked is far 
“from me; the counfels of their hearts ; the thoughts 
of their mind; the words of their mouth; the 
above impious fayings were fuch as were detefted 
and abhorred by him ; their fenfe and judgment 
of things, their choice from deliberate confulta- 
tion with themfelves, preferring temporal good to 
fpiritual good; and earthly things to heavenly ones, 
outward wealth and riches, to the knowledge, fer- 
vice, and worfhip of God,and communion with him, 


4 
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ufually give them forrow of heart, his curfe unto|in anfwer to the objection in this and tle following 
them? he does not; it is very feldom he does;|verfe : be rewarded bim, and be faall know it; or 
they are not in trouble, nor plagued as other men 3| be foould reward him, and be foould know it*; and 
they are not men of forrows and acquainted with] fo the word /bould is to be put inttead of fhal/ in the 
griefs; they are’ generally ftrangers to them, and] next verse, which directs to the true fenfe of thefe 
live merrily all their days, ver. 12. refpect feems|claufes; and the meaning of ‘fod is, that ‘ac- 
to be had to the conclufion of Zophar’s {peech;| cording to the fentirnents of his friends, God fhould 
ch. Xx. 29. reward a wicked man whilft he lives in his own per- 
¥. 18. They areas fiubble before the wind, &c.]\ fon, and wot in his pofterity only ; he fhould render 
Or how oft are they as frubble, Sec. or how oft does|to them a jult recompenfe of reward of ‘their evil 
God do the above things, fo that they are, or be-\works, the démerit of their fins; and in fuch'a 
come, as frubble before the wind", and as chaff that the| manner, that they fhould know it, be fenfibie of 
ftorm carrieth, or fleals away”; haftily, fuddenly, atlit, and feel it themfelves, and perceive the evil of 

an unawares like a thief: wicked men are com: |fin in the punithment of it; fee Ho/. ix. 7. 
parable to ftubble and chaff; for the vanity of] y. 20. His eyes fhall fee his deftruction, &c.] Or 
their minds, their emptinefs of all good things ;|/hould fee bis deftruétion® ; calamities coming upon 
for their lightnefs, the levity and inconftancy of|himfelf and upon his children; or othetwile it will 
their hearts, their principles and practices; for|not affect him: but when a man has a perfonal ex- 
their ufelefnefs and unprofitablenefs to God and| perience of affliction as punifhments of his fin, or 
men, tothemfelves and their fellow-creatures ; for| with his own eyes {ees his children in diftrefled cirs 
their being fit fuel for everlafting burnings, their|cumftances on his account, this mutt fenfibly affect 
end like thefe being to be burned; and whofe de-|him, and be a fore punifhment to him; as it was 
ftruction is inevitable and irrefiftible, and can no|to Zedekiah to have his children flain before his 
more be withftood and prevented, than ftubble and|eyes, er. lit. 10, and he fhall drink of the wrath of 
chaff can ftand before a {trong wind and a ftormy|she Almighty ; or. be foould drink * of it now, ac- 
tempeft: but is this their common cafe now? are|cording to the principles of ¥04’s friends, even he 
they ulually toffed to and fro with the wind of ad-Jin perfon, and not his pofterity only; the wrath 
verfity, and the ftorms of defolating judgments ?|of God is on account of fin, and dreadful to bear : 
if the wrath of a temporal king is as the’ roaring 


are they not, on the other hand, feen in great 
power, and {preading themfelves like a green bay |of a lion, what muft be the wrath of the Almighty 
God, the King of kings, and Lord of lords? this 


tree ; taking root, increafing in outward profperity, 
and bringing forth the fruit of it? fee P/? xxxvii.|is frequently in f{cripture compared to a cup, and-is 
called a cup of trembling, of wrath and fury ; and 


35, Jer. it. 2: : 
y. 19. God layeth up his iniquity for bis children,|of which all the wicked of the earth fhall drink 
fooner or later, Pf Ixxv. 10. but this they fhould 


&c.] This isa prevention of an objection which 
Fob forefaw his friends would make, and therefore}do now, according to the notions of 70d’s friends, 
whereas they do not; waters of a full cup, though 


takes it up, and anfwers to it; you will fay, that, 
be it fo, that the wicked are for the moft part pro-|not in wrath indeed, are wrung out to the people 
of God, and as they apprehend, in wrata; when 


f{perous, and their profperity continues ; God does 
not punifh them now for their fins in their own per-|the wicked drink wine in bowls, and the cup of 
their profperity overflows. 


fons, yet he will punifh them in their children, for 

whom he referves the punifhment of their iniquity:| y. 21. For what pleafure hath he in bis boufe af- 

this way go many of the Fewi/> commentators’, in|ter him, &¢c.] As, on the one hand, the proiperity 

which they are followed by many Chriftian inter-|of his children after his deceafe gives him no plea- 
fure and delight, fo on the other hand, the cala- 


preters*; and as it feems very rightly; now; 
this Fob grants, that fo it is, God takes notice of} mities and diftreffes of his family for his fins and 
theirs give him no pain or uneafinefs; he knows 


the iniquities of men, and lays them up in his 
mind, and puts them down in the book of his re-|nothing that befals them, and it is no part of his 
concern; and let what will befal them, he carés 


membrance; he referves the punifhment of their ini- 
not for it ; he feels it not, he is not fenfible of it ; 


quities for their children, iniquity being often put 
for the punifhment of it; this is laid up among}and therefore to object that fignifies nothing; fe: 
ch. xiv. 21. or, what bufine/s bas he with bis boufe 


his ftores of vengeance, and is treafured up againft 
the day of wrath; and when they have filled up| after death ? the affairs * of his family do not at all 
concern him, one way or another; he is not af- 


the meafure of their father’s fins by their own 
tranfereffions, the deferved punifhment fhall be in-|fected with them; he can neither confider their 
happinefs as a blefling, nor their calamities as a 


flicted, according to Exod. xx. 5. but this will not 
clear the cafe, nor fupport the notions and fentiments| punifhment to him: when ihz number of bis months 
15 cut off in the midfi? the years, the months, and 


of ‘Fob’s friends, who-had all along given out, that 
wicked men are punifhed themfelves as well as their| the days of the lives of men are numbered, and de- 
termined by the Lord, ch. xiv. 5. which, when fin- 


children; and that, if they are at any time in 
profperous circumftances, it is only for a little|ifhed, the thread of life is cut off in the micft, from 
while ; and therefore agreeable to fuch notions God] the reft of the months, which a man or his friends 
fhould take other methods with them, not punifh| might have expected he would have lived ; or ra-_ 
their children only, but themfelves, as Yob argues|ther, when bis number of the months is fully up* ; 


when 
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when the calculation of them is compleat, and the 
full number of them is perfected; the fenfe is, 
what cares a wicked man for what befals his fa- 
mily after his death, when he has lived out the full 
term of life in great outward happinefs and profpe- 
rity ; has lived to be full of days, of months, and 
years, to,a full age, even to an age that may be 
truly called old age? . 

y. 22. Shall any teach God knowledge? &c.] 
Who is a God of knowledge, and knows all things, 
that teaches men knowledge? will any one take 
upon him to teach him the path of judgment, and 
the way of underftanding, how he fhall govern 
the world, and difpofe of men and things in it? 
fee J/. xl. 13, 14. Will any one be fo bold and au- 
dacious as to pretend to dire&t and inftruct him, 
whom he fhall afflict, and whom not, and when he 
fhall do it, and in what manner? Should not thefe 
things be left to him, who does all things after the 
counfel of his own will? fhall his dealings with 
men in an outward way of providence be.the cri- 
terions of the characters and eftates of men, as if 
love and hatred were to be known by thofe things, 
and therefore,God mutt be taught what he fhould 
do in order to fixthem : /eeing he judgeth thofe that 
are bigh ; not the high heavens, as the Targum, nor 
the angels in them, though he has judged them 
that finned, and caft them down to hell; but the 
high ones on earth, kings, princes, “and civil ma- 
giftrates, fuclt as are in high places, and are lifted 
up with pride above others: God is above them ; 
he is higher than the higheft, and judges them; he 
is the judge of all the earth, that will do right, the 
governor of the univerfe, and who over-rules all 
things for his own glory and the good of his crea- 
tures ; and therefore none fhould pretend to direct 
him, what is fit and proper to be done by him, 
who is a fovereign, and diftinguifhes men in his 
providence, in lite, and at death, as follows; but 
their characters, as good or bad men, are not to be 
determined thereby. 

y.23. One dieth in his full ftrength, &c.] Man 
is born a weak feeble creature, and it is by degrees, 
and through various ftages of infancy, childhood, 
and youth, that he arrives to his full ftrength in 
manhood ; and, when he does, fometimes fo it is, 
that his ftrength is not weakened in the courfe of 
his life by a train of diforders and difeafes, as it is 
in fome; but death feizes and carries him off in the 
prime of his days, and in the fulnefs of his ftrength; 
for no ftrength of man, even the greateft, is a fe- 
curity againft death — Thoufands die before they 
come to their full ftrength, and multitudes after it 
begins to decay; and when it is almoft watted, 
through the force of diftempers, or the infirmi- 
ties of old age, and others as here, when their 
ftrength is in its higheft vigour and utmoft per- 
fe€tion, and all as God pleafes: the words 
may be rendered in the ftrength of bis inte- 
grity, or of bis perfection‘ in the Targum and Ben 
Gerfom, and fo Mr. Broughton, in bis very perfec- 
tion; and the word is fometimes ufed in a moral 
and fpiritual fenfe, of the. integrity of a man’s 
heart, and the uprightnefs of his ways and walk, 
and of the perfection of his ftate godward ; fee 
ch.i. r. and ii. 4. andiv. 6. and fuch a man who 
is upright in heart and converfation, who is truly 
gracious, fincerely a good man, and perfect thro’ 
the compleat righteoufnefs of Chrift, he dies fuch, 
his integrity continues with him to the laft; and 
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his graces, being brought to maturity, he comes 
to his grave like a fhock of corn in its feafon, and - 


is found in the perfect righteoufnefs of his livi 
Redeemer : but it feems beft to take the words in 


natural and literal fenfe, as before; or to interpret 


them of the fulnefs of outward felicity, which fome 
men arrive unto, and die in the midftof, when they, 
have got to the higheft pitch of honour and gran- 
deur, and attained to the greateft degree of wealth 
and riches, it could well be fuppofed they would ; 
and then, when ia the perfection of it, have been 
taken away by death ; both thefe fenfes may ftand, 
together : it follows, being wholly at eafe and quiet, 
in eafy circumftances, having an affluence of all 
good things, and nothing to difturb them, nor are 
in trouble as others, or plagued as they be; having 
all that heart can wifh, or more, and without 
any pains of body, at leaft, any long and conti- 


nued ones ; whilft others are attended with them, 


days, and months, and years, before their death, ch. 
XXxill. 19. whereas thefe go down to the graveina 
moment, feeling little or no pain, and are quiet and 
eafy in their minds, thoughtlefs of a future ftate, 
and unconcerned how it will be withythem in ano- 
ther world; having no fight nor fenf@f fin, of the 
evil nature and juft demerit, of it, feel not the 
weight and burden of it in their confeiences; have 
no concern or grief of mind, for fins of omiffion 
or.commiffion, no godly forrow for it, or repen- 
tance of it, nor any fears of wrath and ruin, hell 
and damnation ; but as they are at eafe from their 
youth, with refpect- to thofe things, fo they live 
and fo they die, fecure, ftupid, and fenfelefs. Some 
interpret this of good men*®, and it is not to be 


wondered at, that a man that dies in his integrity, in © 


the perfection of grace, holinefs, and righteouf- 
nefs, fhould be at eafe and quiet; who has an 
intereft in the God of peace, whofe peace is made 
by,the blood of Chrift, his peace-maker, and who 
has a confcience-peace arifing from a comfortable 
view of the peace-fpeaking blood, righteoufnefs 
and facrifice of the Mediator ; who knows his ftate 
is fafe, being interefted in everlafting love, in an 
unchangeable covenant in God, as his Covenant- 
God, in Jefus his living Redeemer; and knows 
where he is going, to heaven, to. happinefs and 
glory, to be with God, with Chrift, with holy an- 
gels and glorified faints: but the former fenfe feems 
beft, of a man, dying in eafy circumftances, with- 
out pain of body, or diftrefs of mind, whether we 
underftand it of a good man or bad man, though 
the latter is rather meant. 

¥. 24. His breafts are full of milk, &c.| As this 
is not literally true of men, fome verfions read the 
words otherwife; his bowels or inteftines are full 
of fat, as the Vulgate Latin and Septuagint ; and 
others, his fides or ribs are full of fat, as the Syriac 
and Arabic ; the words for fide and fat being near 
in found to thofe here ufed; and fo it defcribesa man 
fat and plump, and flefhy, when death lays hold 
upon him, and not wafted with confumptions and 
pining ficknefs, as in the cafe of fome, ch. ¥xxiii. 
21. the word for breafts is obferved by fome*, to 
fignify, in the Arabic language vefiels, in which 
liquors are contained, and in the Mi/nic language, 
fuch as they put oil in, out of which oil is fqueezed ; 
and fo are thought here to intend fuch veffels as are 
milked into ; and therefore render it by milk-pails ; 
fo Mr. Broughton, his pails are full of milk’; 
may denote the abundance of good things 
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Ch. xxi. ¥, 25—28. 
by fuch perfons, as rivers of honey and. butter ; 
contrary to Zophar’s notion, ch. xx. 17. and 
large “increafe of oi] and wine, and all bisipbtal 
worldly good ;.amidft the plenty of which fuch 
die: bis bones are moiftened with marrow; not dried 
up through a broken {pirit, or with grief and trou- 
ble, and through the decays of old’ age ; but being 
full of marrow, are moift, and firm and ftrong; 
and fo it intimates, that fuch at: the time when 
death feizes them, are of an hale, healthful, robuft, 
and ftrong conttitution, fee P/. Ixxiii. 4. 7. 

¥.25. And another dieth in the bitterne/s of his 
foul, &c.] Either another wicked man ; for there 
is a difierence among wicked men; fome are out- 
wardly happy in life, and in the circumftances of 
their death, as before defcribed ; and others are 
very unhappy in both; their life is a fcene of af- 
flictions which embitter life, and make death. eli- 
gible; and in the midft of which they die, as well 
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fpread upon them ; they ate both their bed and theit 
covering, J/ xiv. 11. 

¥. 27. Bebold, I know your thoughts, &c.] God 
only truly, really, and in faét, knows the thoughts 
of men ; this is his peculiar prerogative, he only 
is the fearcher of the hearts, and the trier of the 
reins of the children of men. Cbriff, the eternal 
Logos, or Word, by his being a difcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, appears to be 
truly God. No man knows the things of a man, 
or the thoughts of his heart, but himielf; and fuch 
to whomfoever he reveals them; but a wife and 
underftanding man, a careful obferver of men 
and things, may make fome fhrewd guefies at the 
thoughts of others, by hints and half words, or 
fentences exprefled by them ; by the fhew of their 
countenance, which is the index of the mind, and 
by the geftures:and motions of their bodies 5 by 
thefe they may in a good meafure judge whether 


as oftentimes in bitter pains, and terrible agonies of |they like or diflike, approve or difapprove of what 
body, 2s well as in great diftrefs and horror. offis faid to them : and thus ¥od knew the thoughts 


mind and black defpair, as Fudas and others: and 
never eateth with pleafure, or ef any good, or any 
good thing’; either he has it not to eat, or what he 
has is not good, but like hufks which fwine eat, 
of which the prodigal would fain have filled his 
belly, when in extreme poverty, fuch as thofe 
words may defcribe; or elfe having what is good, 
has not an heart to eat of it; and fo they defcribe a 
mifer, living and dying fuch 3 fee Eec/. vi. 2. or 
rather the cafe of a man, who, through diftempers 
and difeafes of body, has loft his appetite, and can- 
not with any pleature tafte of ‘the richeft dainties ; 
fee ch. xxxiii. 20... Some” interpret this and the 
two preceding verfes, as what fhould be ‘the cafe 
according to the fentiments of ¥0d’s friends, who 
objected, that God punifhed the iniquities of wick- 
ed men, not in their own perfons, but in their 
children ; according to which, a wicked man then 
fhould die in the perfection of happinefs; without 
weaknefs or want, in all quietnefs, eafe, peace, 
and profperity ; and not in poverty and diftrefs : 
but as the two preceding, verfes refpecét a wicked 
man and hisicafe and circumftances at death, agree- 
able. to the whole context; fo this rélates to thofe 
of a good man, whom the Lord often deals bitterly 
with in life, as he did with Naomi, and was now 
the cafe of ‘Fob; fee Ruth i. 20. Fod ili. 20. and 
who die in very poor and diftreffed circumftances ; 
fo that nothing is to be concluded from fuch ap- 
pearances, with refpect to the characters of men as 
good or bad, and efpecially fince both are brought 
into a like condition by death, as follows. 


of his friends, that they were different from his, 
that the fentiments of their minds did not agree 
with his ; and though he had fo clearly proved his 
point, yet he faw by their looks and geftures that 
what he had faid was not fatisfactory to them; that 
they did not think it a fufficient confutation of their 
arguments, and a full anfwer to their objections : 
and the devices which ye wrongfully imagine againft 
me; that he was an hypocrite, a wicked man, 
guilty of crimes, and which they were devifing to 
produce againft him, and charge and load hirh 
with, as Eliphaz does in the following chapter ; 
he knew they meant him in all that they had faid 
concerning wicked men, and their afflictions, and 
what would.be their portion at death, and after it’; 
and though they did not name his name, they might 
as well havei done it, fince he was the rnan they 
ftruck at in all, particularly in ch. xx. 4, 29. 

¥. 28. For ye fay, &c.] Or have faid, or 1 know 
that ye fay ; or that ye are about to fay*; it is in 
your hearts and minds, and juft ready tocome out 
of your lips, and what you will fay next : where 
is the houfe of the princé? of the righteous man, 
as the Syria¢ and Arabic verfions $ or of the good and 
liberal man, as others”; of fuch as are of. a prince- 
ly and ingenuous fpirit, who, are made willing, 
free, or princes, in the day of the power of the 
grace of God upon them ; and are endowed and 
upheld with a free and princely fpirit where is 
the houfe, or what is the ftate and condition of the 
families of fuch? are they the fame with that of 
wicked men in the next claufé ? is there no diffe- 


¥. 26. They foall lie down alike in the duft, &c.}\rence between the one and the other ? according to 


Such as have lived and, died in great outward'pro-|your way of reafoning, ob, there fhould not be 
fperity, or in more unhappy circumftances ; thefe}any : or elfe this is to be underftood rather of a 
are levelled by death, and brought into the fame!lwicked and tyrannical prince, who has built him- 
ftate and condition ; aré laid on dufty beds, where|felf a ftately palace, which he fancied would con- 
there is no difference between them, their reft to-|tinue forever ; but where is it now? it lies in ruins; 
gether is in the duft ; here they dwell, and here|having refpect perhaps to fome noted prince of thofe 
they lie and fleep until they are awaked in the|times: or rather either to ‘fob himfelf, who had 
morning of the refurrection: and the worms fhall\been a prince, and the greateft man in all the eaft, 
cover them, thefe are the companions alike unto|but in what condition were his houfe and family 
them, and fweetly feed on the one as on the other;|now ? or elfe to his eldeft fon, whofe houfe was 
the earth is their bed, and worms are their cover-|blown down with a violent wind : and where ate 
ing; even fuch who ufed to lie on beds of down,|the dwelling places of the wicked? of the mighty 
and were covered with coverings of filk, have row}men before the flood, which are now overthrown 
the fame bed and covering as thofe who ufed to lie|by it ; or of the king and princes, and nobles, and 


on beds of ftraw, and fcarce any thing to cover|great men of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the other 


them; worms are fpread under them, and are cities, 
¥ TIAW bonum, Pagninus, Mercerus; fo Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator & Bar Tzemach; de boho, Cocceius, Michaelis, 
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cities of the plain deftroyed by fire and brimftone 
from heaven; or of Yod, his tent or tabernacle, 
and the feveral apartments in it; or of the reft of 
his children and fervants, refpecting rather, as be- 
fore obferved, the ftate and condition of his fa- 
mily, than his material houfe: thefe queftions are 
anfwered by putting others. 

¥.29. Haveye not afked them that go by the-way ? 
&c.] Did you not afk every traveller you met with 
on the road the above queftion ? notwhich was the 
way to 7ob’s houfe, which they knew vetf well, 
but in what condition that and his fons were? or 
what was the cafe of him and his family ? and what 
was his character? or what was thought of him 
now fince his unhappy circumftances ? and do ye 
not know their tokens ? by which it might be known, 
in what a plight he and his family were, and what 
were the. marks, figns, and characters they gave of 
him: Have ye not afked, &c. the fenfe feems to be 
this, that if they had not afked, they might and 
and fhould have afked of travellers the above things 
relating to himfelf and family, and then they would 
not have needed to put the above queftion about his 
houfe and tabernacles; or, if they had. enquired 
of his charaéter of any travellers, they would have 
given them it, that he was a generous hofpitable 
man, a man truly good, ftriétly juft and upright, 
and not the wicked man and the hypocrite as they 
had traduced him; for ¥0b’s houfe had been open 
to {trangers and travellers, and he was well known 
by them, and they were ready to give him a good 
character, fee ch.’ xxxi. 32, or, if they had en- 
quired of them concerning the ftately houfes and 
palaces of wicked men that had lived in times paft, 
whether there were any of them ftanding ; they 
could have told them they were, and where they 
were, and given, them fuch figns, and tokens, and 
fuch proof and evidence of them, they could not 
deny ; and indeed, if they had been enquired of 
about the thing in controverfy between od and his 
friends concerning the profperity of the wicked, and 
the afflictions of the godly, as they by travelling 
became acquainted with perfons and things, and 
made their obfervations on them, they could have 
eafily pointed out aMtances of wicked men living 
and dying in profperous circumftances, and of 
good men being greatly afflicted and diftreffed, if 
not all their days, yet great part of them ; and they 
could have givenduch plain figns and tokens, and 
fuch clear and manifeft proofs of thofe things, as 
could not have been gainfaid : and this may be un- 
derftood of travellers in a fpiritual fenfe, and who 
are the beft judges of fuch a cafe, and are travel- 
lers through the wildernefs of this world, and pafs 
through many tribulations in it; and, being bound 
for another and better country, an heavenly one, 
are pilgrims, ftrangers, and fojourners here; have 
no abiding, but are pafling on in the paths of faith, 
truth, and holinefs, till they come to the heavenly 
Canaan; if any of thofe who are yet on the road, 
and efpecially if fuch could be come at who have 
finifhed their travels, and the queftion be put to 
them, they would all unite in this do¢trine, which 
Abraham, the fpiritual traveller is reprefented deli- 
vering to the rich wicked man in hell ; that wicked 


men have their good things in this life, and good|his way, his courfe of life, is a very wicked one, 
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y¥. 30. That the wicked is referved to the day of 
deftruétion, &c.) That is, that they are fpared, 


witheld, reftrained, as the word * fignifies, or kept | 


and preferved from many calamities and diftreffes, 
which others are expofed unto ; and fo are referved, 
either unto a time of greater deftrudtion in this life, 


or rather to eterhal deftruction in the world to come; . 


which is the fame with the day of judgment, and 
perdition of ungodly men, when they will be de- 
{troyed foul and body, in hell, with an everlafting 
deftruétion, as the juft demerit of fin; or of that 
finful courfe of life they live, being the broad way, 
which: leads to and iffues in deftruction, and for 


| which there is a day appointed, when it will take 


place ; and unto that day are the wicked referved, 


in the purpofe and decree of God, by which they - 


are righteoufly deftined to this day of evil, and by 
the power and providence of God, even the fame 
chains of darknefs, in which the angels are referved 
unto the fame time, being fitted and prepared for 
deftruction by their own fins and tranfgreffions; and 
unto: which they are kept, as condemned malefac- 
tors are in their cells, unto the day of execution, they 
being condemned already, tho’ the fentence is not yet 
executed ; in order to which they fhall be brought 
forth to the day of wrath; the wrath of God, which 
is very terrible and dreadful, and is revealed from 
heaven, againft all unrighteoufnefs and ungodli- 
nefs of men, and is here exprefied in the plural 
number wraths*, either as denoting both prefent and 
future wrath; or the vehemency of it, it being ex- 
ceeding fierce and vehement; and the continuance 
and duration of it, there will be wrath upon wrath, 
even to the uttermoft, and for ever; and for this a 
day is fixed, againft which day wicked men are trea~ 
{uring up wrath to themfelves, and they fhall be 
brought forth at the day of judgment, to have it 
poured forth upon them. This is the true ftate of 
the cafe with refpect to them, that, though fome- 
times they are involved in general calamities, as the 
old world, and the mén of Sodom and Gomorrah ; 
and fometimes good men are delivered from them, 
as Noah and Lot were, or are taken away by death, 
from the evil to come; yet for the moft part, gene- 
rally fpeaking, wicked men efcape prefent calami- 
ties and diftreffes, and are not in trouble as other 
men, but live in eafe and pleafure all their days; 
neverthelefs, wrath and ruin, and everlafting de- 
ftruction will be their portion. 

¥. 31. Who fhall declare bis way to bis face? 8c.] 
Farcht and Aben Ezra think, that Yod here returns 
to God, and fpeaks of him, as in ver, 22. figni- 
fying, that.no man can or ought to prefume to 
charge the ways of God in his providence with ine- 
quality or injuftice, in {paring the wicked now, and 
referving them to wrath and deftruction hereafter ; 
fince he is a fovereign Being, and does what he 
pleafes, and none can hinder him, nor ought any 
to fay to him, what doft thou? nor does he give an 
account of his matters to the children of men; but 
this refpects the wicked man, and defcribes his ftate 


and condition in this life, as being pofleffed of fuch 


wealth and riches, and living in fuch grandeur and 
{plendor, 
and glory, as to be above the reproof of men ; tho” 


men their evil things, and particularly would agree |and he ought to be told to his face the evil of his 


in faying what follows. 
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way, and the danger he is expofed to by it, and 
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what will be the fad confequence of it 3 his rela- 
tions and friends, his neighbours and acquaintance 
fhould labour to convince him’ of his evil, and 
reprove him to his face, and endeavour to reclaim 
him from it ; but how few are there that have 
courage and faithfulnefs enough’ to do.this, fince 
they are fure to incur his difpleafure and hatred, 
and run the rifque of their lives, as fohn Baptift 
loft his for his faithfulnefs in reproving Herod to 
his face, for taking to him his brother Péil/ip’s 
wife? and who foall repay him what be bath done ? 
bring him to an account for his crimes, and_to 
juft punifhment for thern; who will vente 
bring a charge again{ft him, or enter an action at 
law, bring him before a court of judicature, and 
profecute him, and get judgment paft upon him? 
as fuch a man is above all reproof for his fins§ 
he is out of the reach of punifhment for them; 
he lives with impunity, none can punifh him but 
God ; and being lifted up with his greatnefs, he 
neither fears God, nor regards man. 

YW. 32. Yet fhall be be brought to the grave, &c.| 
Or and; or yea be foall be brought, &c*. for the 
meaning is not, that though he is great in life he 
fhalt be brought low enough at death; for 7od is 
ftill defcribing the grand figure wicked men make, 
even at death; ds well as~in life; for he is not 
only brought to the grave, as all’ men are, it be- 
ing the houfe appdinted for all living, and every 
man’s long home; but the wicked rich man is 
brought thither in great funeral pomp, in great 
ftate, as the rich finner was buried, £cc/. viii. 10. 
Luke xvi. 22. or to the graves*, the place where 
many gfaves are, the place of the fepulchres of his 
anceftors ; and in the chiefeft and choiceft of them 
he is interred; and has an honourable burial ; not 
eaft into a ditch; or buried with the burial of an 
afs, as Feboiakim was, being caft forth beyond the 
gates of the city, Fer. xxiii. 19. and fhall remain 
in the tomb quiet and undifturbed, when it has 
been the lot of others to have their bones taken 
out of their grave, and fpread before the fun, fee 
Fer. Vili. 1, 2. and even fome good men, who have 
had their graves dug up, their bones taken out 
and burnt, and their afhes {cattered about, as was 
the cafe of that eminent man Fohn Wickliff here in 
England. ‘The word for tomb fignifies an heap *, 
and is fometimes ufed for an heap of the fruits of 
the earth; which has led fome to think of the 
place of this man’s interment being in the midf{t of 
a corn-field ; but the reafon why a grave or tomb 
is fo called is, becaufe a grave through a body or 
bodies being laid in it, rifes up higher than the 
common ground ; and if it has a tomb ere¢cted over 
it, that is no other than an heap of ftones artifi- 
cially put together ; or it may be fo called from the 
heaps of bodies one upon another in a grave, or 
vault, over which the tomb is, or where every 
part of the body is gathered and heaped’; from 
this fenfe of the word, fome have given this inter- 
pretation of the paflage, that the wicked man fhall 
be-brought to his grave, and abide there, after he 
has heaped up a great deal of wealth and riches in 
this world ; which though a truth feems not to 
be intended here, any more than others taken from 
the different fignification of the word tranflated 
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remain. tis obferved by fome to fignify to baften®, 
from whence the almond-tree, which haftens to put 
forth its bloom, has its name, Fer. i. to—12. and 
and fo give this as the fenfe, that fuch a man be- 
ing of full age, is ripe for death, and comes to 
his grave, or heap, like a fhock of corn in its fea- 
fon. Othéfs obferve, that it fignifies to watch ; 
and fo in the margin of our. bibles the claufe is 
put, i Shall watch in the heap’, which is different- 
ly interpreted; by fome, that he early and care- 
fully provides himfelf a tomb, as Ab/alom in his 
life-time fet up a fepulchral, pillar for himfelf ; and 
Shebna therferibe, and Fofeph of Arimathea, hewed 
themielves fepulchres out of the rock ; and others 
think, the allufion is either.to ftatues upon tombs, 
as are {till in ufe in our days, where they are placed 
as if they were watching over the tombs; or to 
bodies embalmed, according to the cuftom of the 
Eafiern countries, efpecially the Egyptians, which 
were fet up erect in'their vaults, and feemed as if 
they were alive, and there fet to watch the places 
they were in, rather tham as if buried there; or, 
according to others, 4e fball be watched, or the 
keeper foall watch at, or over the tomb®, that the 
body is not difturbed or taken away ; but the fenfe 
our verfion gives is beft, and moft agrees with the 
context, and the fcope of it, and with what fol- 
lows. . ce ; 

¥. 33. The elods of the valley fhall be fweet unto 
him, &c.| Whete he hes interred, alluding to 
places of interment at the bottom of hills, and 
mountains, and under rocks, in plains and vales, 
fee Gen. xxxv, 8. and by this ftrong figure is fig- 
nified, that the dead wicked man lying in the clods 
of the valley in his grave, is in great repofe, and 
in the utmoft eafe and quiet, feels no pains of 
body, nor has any uneafinefs of mind concerning 
whatybefals his pofterity after his death, ch. xiv. 
21. and every man fall draw after him, as there 
are innumerable before him; which either refpects the 
pomp at his funeral ,proceffion, vaft numbers. be- 
ing drawn and gathered together to gaze at it, as is 
common at/grand funerals; and particularly it may 
defcribe the multitude that go before the corps, as 
well as thofe that follow after it; but rather as he 
is before reprefented as brought to his grave, and 
laid there, this claufe is added, to denote the uni- 
verfality of death, it being common to all; thou- 
fands and ten thoufands, .even a number which no 
man can number, have gone before him by death 
into another world, as every man that comes after him 
muft; and fo this may prevent an objection to the 
grandeur of a wicked man, that after all he dies ; 
but then death is no other than what is common 
to all men, to the vaft multitudes that have gone 
before, and will be the cafe of all that come after, 
to the end of the world. . ; 

¥. 34. How then comfort ye me in vain, &c.] This 
is the’conclufion Fob draws from the above obfer- 
vations: his friends came to comfort, him, and 
they took methods for it as they thought, but mi- 
ferable comforters were they all ; what they admi- 
niftered for comfort was in vain, and to no pur- 
pofe ; nor could any be expected from them, on 
the plan upon which they proceeded; they fug- 
gefted, he was a bad man becaufe of his Le paitiae 
an 
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and they exhorted him to repentance and reforma- 
tion, and then promifed him happinefs and profpe- 
fity upon it; which could not be expected, as ap- 
peared from the face of things in providence; fince 
according to the above inftances and proofs, wick- 
ed men enjoy profperity, and good men had ufual- 
ly a great fhare of adverfity : feeing in your anfwers 
there remaineth falfbocd; all their replies to od 
were filled with thefe intimations and fuggeftions, 
that wicked men were only, and always. afflicted ; 
or if they were at any time in profperity, it was 
* but for a little while; that good men were feldom 
or never afflicted, at leaft as ob was, or ‘but a 
little afflicted, and for a little while: now 70d had 


CH AP. 


mie HIS chapter contains the third and laft re- 
ply of Eliphaz to Fob, in which he charges 
him with having too high an opinion of himfelf, 
of his holinefs and righteoufnefs, as if God was 
profited by it, and laid thereby under obligation to 
Finn, whereas he was not, y. 1—3. and as if he 
feproved and chaftized him, becaufe of his fear of 
him, whereas it was becaufe of his fins, ¥. 4, 5 
ai enumeration of which he gives, as of injuftice, 
oppreffion, cruelty to the poor, and even of atheifm 
and infidelity, for which fnares and fears were 
around him, and various calamities, ¥. 6—14. 
and compa‘es his way and courfe of life to that of 
the men of the old world, and the inhabitants of 
Sodom and Goinorrab, and fuggefts, that his end 
would be like theiis, unlefs he repented, ¥. 15—20, 
and then concludes with an exhortation to him to 
return to God by repentance, and to reform, when 
he fhould fee happy timés again, and enjoy much 
outward and inward profperity, and be an inftru- 
inent of doing much good to many, ¥. 21—3o. 


y.1. Then Eliphaz the Temaniié anfwered and 
Jaid.| As Eliphaz was the firft that.entered the 
lifts with fob, being pethaps the oldeéft nian, and 
might be reckoned the wifeft, fo he gives the lead 
in every courfe of difputation ; and here inftead of 
replying to 70’s arguments and inftances, at which 
he was very angry, betakes himfelf to calumny 
and reproach, and to draw invidious confequences, 
inftead of making ufe of folid reaforis for con- 
viction and confutation, 

¥.2. Can a man be profitable unto God? &c.] 
Eliphaz imagined that Yod thought fo, by his in- 
fifting fo much on his integrity, and complaining 
of his afflictions ; and that God was beholden to 
him for his holinefs and righteoufnefs, and that in- 
ftead of afflicting him, fhould have heaped ho- 
nours and happinefs upon him ; whereas there is 
not any thing a man can do, or does, by which 
God can be profited ; which is a Very great truth, 
though mifapplied to Yob through a wrong con- 
ftru€tion of his words and meaning. No man, 
even the beft of men, and by the beft things they 
can do, can be profitable to God ; as for bad men, 
they are altogether unprofitable to themfelves, and 
to others, and ftill lefs profitable to God ; and as for 
good men, their goodne/s extendeth not to the Lord; it 
comes from him, it is his own previoufly ; it is of 
no avail and advantage to him, - who is perfect and 
all-fufficient ; when they have done all that they are 
commanded, they are bid to fay, and very truly, 
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proved the contrary to all this, and therefore no con- 
folation could be hoped for from men that held 
fuch tenets ; comfort only {prings from truth, and 
not falfhood ; a man that fpeaks the truths, or de- 
livers out the truths of God’s word, he fpeaks to 
comfort and edification ; but he that brings nothing 
but error and falfhood, can never be the means 
and inftrument of true folid comfort to any. Fob 
having thus fully proved his point, and confuted 
the notions of his friends; it might have been 
thought they would have fat down in filence, and 
made no farther anfwer; but Zipbaz rifes up a 
a? i time, and makes a reply as follows. 


XXII. 


we are unprofitable fervants ; they do indeed glorify 
God, and are the means of others glorifying him 
by their good works; but then they add no glory 
to him, which he had not before; they only de- 
clare the glory of God by the light of their grace 
and works, as the heavens and luminaries in therm 
do by their light and luftre; they worfhip God as 
they ought to do; but then he is not worfhipped 
by them as though he needed any thing of them; it 
is they, and not he, that get by worfhip; it is 
good for them, and they find their account in it, 
to draw near to him, and wait upon him, and 
worfhip him ; what are all their prayers and praifes 
to him ? the benefit redounds to themfelves: fome 
men are very ferviceable to promote the intereft 
of religion, either by their, purfes, or by their 
gifts and talents, fitting for public ufefulnefs ; but 
then, what do they give to God but what is 
his own? of thine own have we given thee, fays 
David; or what do they do for him? it is for the 
good of themfelves, and others. Some are ufeful 
in the converfion of men to God, either by the 
public miniftry of the word, or in private life by 
difcourfe and converfation; but then the profit of 
all this is to men, and not unto God; there is no- 
thing that a man can do, by which he can make 
God his debtor, or lay him under an obligation 
to him, which he would, if he could be profit- 
able to him ; but whatever he does, it is but his 
duty, and what God has a prior right unto; and 
therefore men can merit nothing at the hand of 
God, no not the leaft mercy; it is by the grace 
of God a good man is what he is, and does what 

he does, fee Pf. xvi. 2. Luke xvii. 10. 445 xvii. — 
25. 1 Chron. xxix. 14. Rom. xi. 35, 36. the Lar- 
gum paraphrafes it, can a man teach God? and fo 
Mr, Broughton ; fee ch. xxi. 22. as he that is wife 
may be profitable unto himfelf? or though, or indeed, 
truly he that is wife, &c*. A man that is worldly 
wife, is profitable to himfelf and his family, by 
gathering wealth and riches ; and a man that is 
wife, and has a large underftanding of natural things, 
may be profitable to himfelf by enriching his mind 
with knowledge, increafing the pleafure of it, and 
getting credit and fame among men by it, and 
may be profitable to others by communicating his 
knowledge to them, fee Prov. ix. 12.» Hecl. vii. 11. 
and one that is fpiritually wife, or has the true 
grace of God, and wifdom in the hidden part, — 
which is no other than real godlinefs, gets great 
gain; for godlinefs is that to him, and is profitable 
for all things, having the promife of the ie 


. 
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and future life; and he that has an intereft in|conceit; and if Zliphaz thought ob fuch an one, 
Chrift, the wifdom of God, is a happy man in-|he was miftaken, fee ch. ix. 20. there are others, 
deed, fince he has that, the merchandize of which|who are in a fenfe unblameable in their walk and 
is better than filver, and the gain thereof than fine/converfation ; that is, are not guilty of any noto- 
gold; one that is wife unto falvation, and is alrious crime, but exercife a confcience void of of- 
wife profeffor of religion; and walks wifely and|fence towards God and man, walk in all the com- 
circum{pectly, has great advantages ; he builds his}mandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs ; 
falvation on the rock Chrift, and is fafe and fure ;\and yet this is no gain to God; for what does fuch 
he is concerned to have the oil of grace, with the|a man give to him? or what does he receive of 
Jamp of a profeffion, and fo is always ready to/his hands? fee ch. xxxv.7. This was indeed Job’s 


meet the bridegroom ; and being careful of his 
converfation, keeps his garments that his fhame is 


cafe and character. 
¥. 4. Will-he reprove thee for fear of thee? &c.}. 


not feen ; and fo a wile minifter of the word, one) That is, chaftize, correct and afflict for fear that 


that infirués*, or gives inftructions to others, as 
the word here fignifies; or one that caufes to un- 


hurt fhould be done unto him; no, he will not; 
for as the goodnefs of men does not profit him, 


derftand, or is the means of caufing men to un-/the finfulnefs of men does not hurt him, fee ch. 


derftand, fuch a man is profitable to himfelf, and |xxxv. 6, 8. 


to others, fee Dax, xii. 3. 


Kings and civil magiftrates fometimes 
chaftize offenders, not only to do juftice to them, 


¥. 3. Is it any pleafure to the Almighty that thou| but through fear of them, leaft if {pared, or con- 


art righteous? &c.|] It is not; the Lord indeed 
takes plea(ure in his people, not as finners, but as 
righteous ; and as they are confidered fuch in 
Chrift, he is well pleafed for his righteoufnefs-fake, 
and with it, being agreeable to his nature, will 
and law; and with his people in Chrift, in whom 
they are accepted, having imputed the righteouf- 
nefs of his Son unto them, and fo they ftand be- 
fore him unblameable and irreproveable ; and he 
takes pleafure in the work of his own hands upon 
them, called the good pleafure of his will, in the 
new man formed after his image in righteoufnefs 
and true holinefs, in the graces of his Spirit, and 


in the exercife of them, faith, hope, love, humi- 
lity, fear of God, &c. it is a pleafure to him to 
hear their prayers and praifes, and to obferve their 
ready and chearful obedience to his will; but then 
all this gives him no new pleafure, or adds any 
thing to the complacency of his mind; he would 
have had as much delight and pleafure within him- 
felf, if there had never been an holy angel in heaven, 
or a righteous man on earth ; he has no fuch plea- 
- fure in either, as to be made more happy thereby, 
or fo as to receive any gain or profit from it, as 
the next claufe explains it. Some render it, that 
thou juftifiet thyfelf *, or that thou art juft, or feemeft 
to be righteous to thyfelf'; a felf-righteous perfon 
is not pleafing to God; it is no pleafure to him 
when a man feeks for jultification by his own 
works, or reckons them his righteoufnefs; the 
Publican that confeffed his fin was rather juftified 


nived at, they fhould be hurtful to the ftate, and 
overturn it; but though fin is an act of hoftility 
againft God, and ftrikes at his being and govern- 
ment, yet he is in no fear of being ruined or dethro- 
ned, or of having his government taken out of his 
hands, and therefore does not chaftize men on that 
account: or for thy fear™, for thy fear of God, 
thy piety; or for thy religion, as Mr. Broughton 
tranflates the word. fod had often fuggefted that 
good men, fuch that truly feared God, are afflicted 
by him, and therefore his own affictions were no 
objection to his charaéter, as a man that feared 
God, and efchewed evil, ch. i. 1. and in this fenfe 
Eliphaz ufes the word, ch. iv. 6. and here he in- 
timates, as if according to the notion of Fos, that 
God afflicted him, and other good men, becaufe 
they feared him, and which he obferves asa great ab- 
furdity ; whereas, on the contrary, he chaftized him 
for his fins, as the following verfe fhews ; but tho’ 
God does not afflict men for their goodnefs, but for 
fins, yet they are only fuch that fear him, and whom 
he loves, that he chaftizes in a fatherly way, fee Hed. 
xii. 6, 7. will be enter with thee into judgment ? 
that is, will he in reverence to thee, out of refpect 
to fo great a perfon ({peaking ironically) in conde- 
fcenfion to one of fo much confequence, will he 
regard thy requeft, fo often made, as to come into 
judgment with thee, and to admit of thy caufe 
being pleaded before him, and to give the hearing 
of it, and decide the affair in controverfy ? or ra- 
ther, will he not plead againft thee, and condemn 


with God, than the Pharifee that applauded. his |thee for thy fins, as follow ? in this fenfe it is to 
own righteoufnefs ; fuch that are conceited of their|be deprecated, and not defired, fee P/- cxliii, 2. 


own righteoufnefs, and defpife others, are an of- 


fence to God, a fmoke in bis nofe, If: Ixv. 5. Luke|be owned it is, it cannot be denied. 


y. 5. Is not thy wickednefs great? &c.| It muft 
Indeed, the 


xviii. g, 14. for the righteoufnefs of fuch is not} wickednefs of every man’s heart is great, it being 
real righteoufnefs in the account of God, and ac-|defperately wicked, full of fin, abounding with 
cording to his law; it. has only the fhadow and|it; out of it comes forth every thing that is bad, 
appearance of one, but is not truly fo ; and befides,|and the wickednefs of actions is very great: fome 
to feek righteoufnefs this way, is going contrary | fins are indeed greater than others, as thofe againft 
to the revealed will of God, to the gofpel-fcheme|God, and the firft table of the law are greater 
of juftification by faith in Chrift’s righteoufnefs, jthan thofe againft men, or the fecond table ; fome 
without the works of the law, and is a fetting afide|are like crimfon and fcarlet, are beams in the eye, 
his righteoufnefs, and fruftrating and making null|whilft others are comparatively as moats; yet all 
and void the death of Chrift, and therefore can|are great, as committed againft God, and as they 
never be pleafing in the fight of God: or is it gain|are breaches of his law ; and efpecially they ap- 
to him that thou makeft thy ways perfeét ? no man’s|pear fo to fenfible finners, to whom fin is made 
ways are perfect before God, even the beft of men |exceeding finful; and they fee and own themfelves 
have defeéts in their works, and failings in their|to be the chief of finners, and as fuch intreat for 
walk and converfations: fome mens ways are indeed] pardon on that account, fee Pf’ xxv. 11. and thine 
clean in their own eyes, and perfect in their own| iniquities infinite? ftritly fpeaking, nothing " in- 

, nite 
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be infinite, becaufe committed againit an infinite 
God, and cannot be fatisfied for by a finite crea- 
ture, or by finite fufferings, only through the in- 
finite value of the blood of Chrift ; here it figni- 
fies, that his iniquities were innumerable", as tome 
verfions, they were not to be reckoned up they 
were fo many ; or more literally, there is uo end 
of thine iniquities®, there is no fumming of them 
up; and it may denote his continuance in them ; 
Eliphaz faggefts, as if Fob lived in fin, and al- 
lowed himfelf in it, and was going on in a.courfe 
of iniquity without end; which was very uncha- 
ritable ; here he charges him in a general way, and 
next he defcends to particulars, 

¥. 6. For thou baft taken a pledge from thy bro- 
ther for nought, &c.] It can hardly be thought 
that it was for nothing at all, on no confideration 
whatever, or that nothing was lent, for which 
the pledge was taken; but that it was a {mall tri- 
fling fum, and comparatively nothing, not to be 
fpoken of ; or it was borrowed for fo fhort a time, 
that there needed not any pledge for it, and it was 
unkind to take it, efpecially of a brother, whether 
in nature, or in religion, whether a near kinfman, 
or friend, or neighbour. Some render the words, 
thou haft taken thy brother, or brothers for a pledge”; 
them themfelves, their perfons, as a fecurity for 


what was lent, in order to fell them, and pay off 


the debt with the money, or detain them as bond- 
men till it was paid, 2 Kings iv. 1. Matt. xviii. 25. 
If Elipbaz faid this, and. what follows, only as 
conjectures, as fome think, or upon fuppofition, 
concluding from his afflictions that thofe things, 
or fomething like them, had been done by him ; 
it is contrary to that charity that thinks no ill, 
and hopes the beft ; and if they are pofitive affer- 
tions of matters of fact, as they rather feem to be, 
delivered upon hear-fay, and flender proof; it fhews 
a readinefs to receive calumnies and falfe accu- 
fations againft his friend, and can fearcely be 
excufed from the charge of bearing falfe tefti- 
mony againft him, fince ¥od does in the moft fo- 


Jemn manner deny thofe things in ch. xxxi. and 


Stripped the naked of their clothing ; not fach as were 
ftark naked, becaufe they have no clothes to be 
ftripped of; but fuch that were poorly clothed, 
fcarce fufficient to cover their nakednefs, and pre- 
ferve them from the inclemencies of weather; thefe 
were {tripped of their clothing, and being ftripped, 
were quite naked and expofed, which to do was 
very crue] and hard-hearted ; perhaps it may re- 
fpect the fame perfons from whom the pledge was 
taken, and that pledge was their clothing, which 
was no uncommon thing, fee Exod. xxii. 26. Deut. 
XXiv. 13. 

¥.7. Thou baft not given water to the weary to 
drink, &c.) To a weary thirfty traveller, to whom 
in thofe hot countries cold water was very refrefh- 
ing, and which in defert places was not to be had 
in common, or any where ; rich men were poffeffed 
of their wells and fountains, and were kept for 
their own ufe, and it was a kindnefs and favour to 
obtain water of them ; and yet a cup of cold wa- 
ter is one of the leaft favours to be given to a 
poor man, and to deny ithim in diftrefs was very 
inhuman, and was very far from ¥od’s character : 
and thou haft withholden bread from the hungry ; 
bread, which ftrengthens man’s heart, and is the 
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finite but God; fins may be faid in fome fenfe to] 


‘were bid to depart without giving them 


have been broken ; notin a literal fenle, as if 
refufing to go out, when their mothers; the 
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and this is not to be withheld from, but given even 


the charge is, that ob would not give.a poor hun- 
gry man a morfel of bread to eat; which muft 


falfe, being direétly contrary to what he ftrongly 


afferts, ch. Xxxi. 17. 4 ; 

y¥. 8. But as for the mighty man, be bad the 
earth, &c.] A large fhare and portion of its 
which Jod could not hinder him from the enjoy- 
ment of, becaufe mightier than he, or otherwife 
he would have done it; or 7od was content he: 
thould have what he had, and gave him more thant 
what of right belonged to him; for when any 
caufe came before him as a judge, orcivil magi- 
ftrate, between a rich man, and a poorer man, re- 
lating to a field, or piece of land, he always gave 
the caufe to the rich and mighty, and fo he had the 
land; asis fuggelted : and ibe honourable man dwelt 
in it; peaceably, quietly, and undifturbed, tho’ 
he had no juft title to it; or 2b¢ man accepted of 


face or countenance, who was refpected becaufe of 


his outward circumftances, wealth and riches, power 
and authority; and fo 7od is tacitly charged with 
being a refpecter of perfons in judgment, which 
was not good ; and in general theie phrafes denote 
partiality in him; that he was favourable to the 
mighty and powerful, and unkind and cruel to the 
poor and needy. Some“ underftand all this of 
Fob himfelf, that because he was the mighty man, 
or man of arm’, he made ufe of his power and 
might, and ftretehed out his arm, and graiped 
and got into his poffeffion, by force and violence, 
the houfes, and lands, and eftates of others, and 
became the greateft man in all the eaft, and the 
earth ina manner was his alone; and becaufe he was 
refpected for his greatnefs and riches, he was con- 
firmed therein, and dwelt fecurely : or rather, tak~ 
ing the words in this fenfe, they may be confidered 
as an aggravation of Fob’s fins, both before and 
after charged upon him; as that when he was the 
mighty and honourable man, and though he was 
fuch, and had it in the power of his hands to do 
a great deal of good to the poor and needy; yet 
took a pledge from his indigent brother, ftript 
thofe that were almoft naked, of their clothing, 
and would not give a poor weary traveller a cup of 
water, nor a morfel of bread to an hungry man’; 
yea, abufed his power and authority which he had, 
to the oppreffion of the widow’ and fatherlefS, as 
in the following verfe. 

¥.9. Thou haft fent widows away empty, &er 
Either out of their own houfes, which he fpoiled, 
and devoured, and ftript, and cleared fall th 


Chrift’s time, Ma#t. xxiii. 14. or out of his ow 
houfe, when they came to him, asa rich’ man, fe 
charity ; as they came to him wanting relief, 
went away fo; if without food and clothi 


to feed and clothe them with or if the 
him as a civil magiftrate to have juftice de 
and to be delivered out of the hands of 
preffors, they could not obtain any, but wer 
miffed without it ; low connate ch. 
13. and: xxxi. 16. and the arms of 


i 22299 WOM, aie 


“ 


wg) ‘4 x My 
' mNe Sw) accepts # ‘iebus 


ftaff ae life, without which he cannot fappored q 


to an enemy when hungry ; and to deny it to 4 
poor neighbour in fuch circumftances, is very cruel 5 


were in them, as did the Scribes and Pharife ne . 


Lj 


ee 4 ~ : tas Tt awa 
Ch. xxii. ¥.1 O—13: 3 TF O° B. 353 
had their houfes fpoiled, and they fent empty out 
of them; thefe laid hold on fomething within 
them, and would not depart, and fo had their arms 
broken by the mighty man, the man of arms; 
bur in a metaphorical and figurative fenfe, their 
fubftance, and goods, and poffeffions, left them 
by their fathers for their fupport, thefe were taken 
away from them, and fo they were as impotent 
and helplefs, as if their arms had been broken ; 
or their friends on whom they relied for their fu- 
ftenance, thefe were either ruined, and fo could 
not help them ; or elfe their affections were aliena- 
ted from them, and would not. This indeed is 
not exprefsly charged upon od, but it is intima- 
ted, that it was done with his knowledge and con- 
gent, good-will, and approbation; at leaft that he 
connived at it, and fuffered it to be done when it 
was in his power to have prevented it, and_there- 
fore to be afcribed unto him ; but how foreign is 
all this to ‘¥od’s true character, ch. xxix. 12—17. 
and xxxi. 16—22? 

y¥. 10. Therefore fnares are round about thee, &c.\ 
Not what occafion fin, draw into it, and iffue in 
it, as inward corruptions, the temptations of Sa- 
tan, and the things of this world, but punith- 
ments; becaufe of the above fins charged upon 
Fob, therefore evils, calamities, and diftreffes of 
various kinds came upon him, befet him, and 
encompafled him all around, fo that there was no 
way left for hini to efcape; it may refer to the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans feizing on his cattle, and 
carrying them away ; to the fire that fell from hea- 
ven upon his fheep, and confumed them ; to the 
great wind that blew down the houfe in which his 
children were, and deftroyed them; and to the 
boils and ulcers that were all over his body: and 
fudden fear troubleth thee ; thofe things, at leaft 
fome of them, were what he feared, and they came 
fuddenly upon him, and gave him great trouble 
and diftrefs, ch. iii, 25. and iv. 5, and prefent fear 
frequently, on a fudden, darted into his mind, and 
gave him frefh trouble, he was afraid of his pre- 
fent forrows, and of farther and future ones, ch. 
ix. 28. and perhaps E4iphaz might think he was 
afraid of hell and damnation, and of fudden de- 
ftruétion from the Almighty coming upon him, ch. 
xxxi. 23. fee J/. xxiv. 17, 18. 

y. 11. Or darknefs, that thou canft not fee, &c.] 
&c.] Or darknefs is round about thee, thou art en- 
veloped in it; meaning either judicial blindnefs, 
and darknefs, and ftupidity of mind, which muft 
be his cafe, if he could not fee the hand of God 
upon him, or the {nares that were about him, or 
was not troubled with fudden fear; or elfe the 
darknefs of affliction and calamity, which is often 
fignified hereby, fee J/ viii. 22. Lam. iii. 1, 2. 
afflictive difpeniations of providence are fometimes 
fo dark, that a man cannot fee the caufe and rea- 
fon of them, or why it is he is brought into them ; 
which was 77od’s cafe, and therefore defires God 
would fhew him wherefore he contended with him, 

. ch, x. 2. nor can He fee, perceive, or enjoy any 
light of comfort; he is in inward darknefs of foul, 
deprived of the light of God’s countenance, as 
well as he is in the outward darknefs of adverfity, 
which is a moft uncomfortable cafe, as it was this 
good man’s; nor can he fee any end of the afflic- 
tion, or any way to efeape out of it, and which 


were the prefent circumftances Job was in: and 
abundance of waters cover thee; afflictions, which 
are frequently compared to many waters, and floods 
of them, becaufe of the multitude of them, their 
force and ftrength, the power and rapidity with 
which they come; and becaufe over-flowing, over- 
bearing, and over-whelming, and threaten with 
utter ruin and deftruction, unlefs flopped by the 
mighty hand of God, who only can refift and re- 
ftrain them; Liipbaz reprefents Fob like a man 
drowning, over-flowed with a flood of water, and 
covered with its waves, and in the molt defperate 
condition, fee P/: Ixix..1, 2. . 

¥.12. Is not Godin the height of heaven, &c.] 
The heaven is high, it has its name from its 
height, and is noted for it ; fome of the heavens 
are higher than others, as the heaven of heavens, 
the third heaven, the habitation of angels and glo- 
rified faints ; and here God dwells, this is the ha- 
bitation of his holinefs, and the high and holy 
place he inhabits; his throné is in heaven, in the 
heaven of heavens is his throne, where he in an 
efpecial manner manifefts his glory, and the luftre 
of it; he is not indeed confined here, the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain him, he is every where ; 
yet this is his court and palace, where his refidence 
and retinue be, and angels behold his face, and wait 
upon him ; and becauie this is the principal feat of 
his majefty, it becomes one of his names, Das. 
iv. 26. Luke xv. 18. and the words here will bear 
to be rendered, 7s not God the height of the heavens' ? 
or, asthe Vulgate Latin verfion, bigher than the 
heavens ? he is above them, more exalted than they, 
being the Creator of them, fee Hed. vii. 26. and 
behold the height of the fiars, how high they ares 
or the head or top of the fiars", which Ben Gerfom 
interprets of the fupreme orb, or that high and 
vatt {pace in which the fixed ftars are, or the higheft 
of them, which are at the greateft diftance ; ac- 
cording to Mr.. Huygens”, a cannon-ball difcharged 
would be 25 years in paffing from the earth to the 
Sun, from Fupiter to the Sun 125 years, from Sa- 
turn 250, and from the Suz to the Dog/tar 691,600 
years; and if therefore it would be fo long going 
to the neareft of the fixed ftars, how great muft 
be the diftance of them from our earth, which are 
fo much higher than the Dogffar, as that is from 
the Suz? But, though thefe are fo exceeding high, 
yet God is higher than they, fee Jf xiv. 13, 14. 
the truth contained in thefe words, was what both 
Eliphaz and ob were agreed in, let them be fpoken 
by which they will, fome afcribing them to the 
one, and fome to the other ; from whence Elipbaz 
reprefents 7ob drawing an inference very impious, 
blafphemous and atheiftical. 

y¥. 13. And thou faye, how doth God know ?, 
&c.] What is done on earth, the works of the 
children of men, their finful actions, when he 
dwells at fuch a diftance, and fo remote from the 
earth, as the height of the ftars, and higheft hea- 
vens be; not that Yod faid this exprefsly with his 
lips, but in his heart ; E/iphaz imagined and fup- 
pofed that fuch was the reafoning of his mind; it 
was an invidious confequence he had drawn from 
what fob had faid concerning the afflictions of the 
godly, and the profperity of the wicked; which he 
interpreted as a denial of the providence of God, 
as if he had no regard to human affairs, but things 
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concluded, that Fob was led into thefe fentiments 
by the ceafideration of the diftance of God from 


F O a B: . Ch. xxit. ¥. 5 ‘ —~16. | 
took place in a vety diforderly and confuled way,\ x.15. Haft thow marked the old way <obtebi dag 
without any regard to right or wrong; and he! 


i‘ va 
a) 


: 


ed men have trodden?| The evil way that wicked — 
men have walked in ever fince man apoftatized 
from God, the way of Cain and his detcendants, 


the earth; that dwelling in the higheft heavens, | who were of the wicked one, and lived wicked 


he could not, and did not fee what was done here, 
and therefore men might commit al] manner of fin 
with impunity ; that their fins would never be 
taken notice of, or they be called to an account 
for them ; which are the very language and fenti- 
ments of the moft abandoned ot men, fee Pf x. 
11,44. and Ixxiiis 11,12. and xciv. 5—10. Ezek. 
ix. 9. can be judge through the dark clouds? if he 
can’t fee and know what is done, he can’t judge of 
it, whether it is good or bad, and fo can neither 
juttify nor condemn an aétion. By the dark cloud 
is not meant the matter, or corporal ‘mafs, with 
which man is covered, as a Jewi/o commentator * 
-interprets it ; rather the cloudy air, or atmofphere 
around us; or that thick darknefs in which Jeho- 
vah dwells, clouds and darknefs being around him, 
Pf. xcvii. 2. but all this hinders not his fight of 
things done here below ; what is thick darknefs to 
us, is pure light to him, in which alfo he is faid 
to dwell, and with which he covers himfelf as with 
a garment; and the darknefs and the light are both 
alike to him, he can fee and judge through the one 
as well as the other. 

y. 14. Thick clouds are a covering to him that he 
feeth not, &c,.| Thus%od is made to tpeak, or to rea~ 
fon as atheiftical perfons, or fuch who are enclined 
to atheifm would, who take God to be altogether 
fuch an one as themielves ; as that becaufe thick 
clouds hide objects, as the fun, and moon, and 
ftars, from their fight, therefore they muft hide 
men and their actions from the fight of God; 
whereas there is nothing between God and man 
to hide them from him, let them be what they will, 
clouds as thick and as dark as can be imagined, 
yet his eyes are upon the ways of man, and fees all 
his goings, nor is there any darknefs that can hide 
from him, ch. xxxiv. 21, 22. and he walketh in 
the circuit of beaven ; within which he keeps him- 
felf, and never looks down upon the earth, or takes 
any notice of what is done there; quite contrary to 
Py. xiv. 3. and xxxiii. 13, 14. as if he only took 
his walks through the fpacious orb of heaven, and 
delighted himfelf in viewing the celeftial manfions, 
and the furniture of them, but had no regard to 
any thing below them; whereas, though he walks 
in the circuit of heaven, he alfo fits upon the cir- 
cle of the earth, J xl. 22. Evipbaz feems here 
to afcribe the fentiments, perhaps of the Zadbians 
in former times, to od, and fince adopted by fome 
philofophers ; that God only regards the heavenly 
bodies, and fupports them in their beings, and 
regulates and directs their motions,*and leaves all 
things below to be governed and influenced by 
them, as judging it unworthy of him to be con- 
cerned with things on earth. Indeed the earth, 
and the inhabitants of it, are unworthy of his no- 
tice, and care, and of his providential vifits, but 
he does humble himfelf to look upon things on 
earth as well as in heaven, P/. viii. 4. and cxiii. 6. 
to make Job reafon after this Epicurean manner, 
was doing great injuftice to his character, who 
moft firmly believed both the Being and Provi- 
dence of God, and that as extending to all things 
here below, fee ch. xii. 13—25, 
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lives and converfations ; ‘be way of the old world, 
as Mr. Broughton renders the phrafe here, the ima- 
gination of the thoughts of whofe hearts was evil, 
and that continually ; who filled the earth with ra- 
pine and violence, and all flefh corrupted their 
way with all manner of inipurity and wickednefs, 
and indulged themfelves in the gratification of 


‘their fenfual lufts; and pleafures ; and were, as the 


apoftle Peter calls them, she world of the ungodly , 


and here, men of wickedne/s, or iniquity’; fach 


who gave themfelves up to it, and were immerfed 
in it; thefe trod the paths of fin, and made it’a 
beaten road ; they frequented this way, they walked 
continually in it ; their life was a feries and courte 
of iniquity, in which they obftinately perfifted, 
and proceeded from evil to evil, to more and more 
ungodlinefs. Now Yod is afked if he had marked” 
this their way and courfe of life; the evil of their 
way fhould have been marked, in order to avoid 
it; it being an old way, fhould not recommend. 
tt; and the end of it, which was fudden ruin 
and deftruction, fhould be marked to deter from 
it: but it is fuggefted, that 7od kept in this way, 
and obferved it himfelf, and walked in it; for the 
words may be rendered, truly thou keepeft the old 
way, or the way of the world*; trod in'the fteps 
of wicked men, was a clote follower of them, and 
companied with them ; in like manner is ¥od charged 
by kibu, ch. xxxiv. 7, 8. and this fenfe agrees 
with what goes before, 

¥. 16. Which were cut down out of time, 8c. ] 
Sent out of time into eternity, time being no more 
with men, and they no longer in time, when death 
feizes upon them ; or defore time*, before the com- 
mon term of life, which. according to the courfe 
of nature, and human probability, they might have 
arrived unto: as this is fpoken of the men of the 
old world that lived’ before the flood, when the 
lives of men were very long; it is highly proba- 
ble there were many that were deftroyed by the 
general deluge, who had it not been for chat 
might have lived many hundreds of years accord. 
ing to the ufual courfe : or without time’, without 
any delay, fuddenly, at once, at an unawares; for 
though they had notice of the flood, they did not 
regard it, but lived carelefs and fecure; and it 
came upon them without any farther warning, and 
{wept them away, when they were cut down, as. 
trees by the ax laid to the root of them, to which 
wicked men in great power, and flourifhine cir- 
cumftances are fometimes compared, Pf, <XXVii. 
35, 36. or like grats by the fcythe, which it is noe 
able to refift, and to which all men are like for their 
numbers and weaknefies, and who are cut down by 
death as eafily as the grafs is by the mower, fee Pj. 
XXxvii. 1,2. and xc. 5, 6. Some render it wrink- 
led‘, as in ch. xvi. 8. as bodies when dead are, and 
efpecially fuch as are drowned, and have been long 
floating in the water, as thofe that perifhed by the 
flood were, for to fuch the words have re as 
appears by what follows: whofe foundation was 
overflown with a flood , either of water, or of fire 
and brimftone, as Farchi obferves; the former is 
moft likely to be meant ; for by the flood, or unj- 
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verfal deluge, all that was thought firm and per- 
manent, and might be called a foundation, was 
overflown and carried away, as houfes, goods, fur- 
niture, wealth and riches, and every thing that men 
had a dependance upon for the fupport and com- 
fort of life; yea, the earth itfelf, on which they 
dwelt,.and was reckoned ¢erra firma, this being 
founded upon, and over the waters; or, as the 
apottle Peter deicrbes it, it fanding cut of the wa- 
ter and in the water, 2 Pet. iii. 5, 6. or their foun- 


dation was a flood poured out* ; what they thought 


were folid, and firm, and durable, and built their 
hopes of happinefs upon, were like a flood of water, 
poured, diffipated ana fcattered, and which difappear- 
ed and came to not:.ing: and fuch is every founda- 
tion that a man builds his hope, efpecially of eter- 
nal happinefs upon, fhort of Chrift, the only fure 
foundation laid in Zien, his perfon, grace, blood, 
and righteouinefs; every thing elfe, let it feem ever 
fo firm, is as fand, yea as water, as a flood of 


water that {preads itlelf, and quickly comes to no- | 


thing. 

ye 17. Which faid unto God, depart from us, &c.} 
Chufing not to be admonifhed of their fins, nor be 
exhorted to repentance for them, nor be inftructed 
by him in the way of their duty, nor to attend the 
worfhip and ordinances of God, nor be under his 
rule and government ; the fame is obferved by Fob 
of wicked men, but to a different purpofe ; he 
makes this to be the language of {uch who were in 
very profperous circumiftances, and continued in 
them, notwith{tanding their impieiy ;. here by this 
Elipbaz defcribes {uch perfons who were cut off, and 
deftroyed for their wickednefs, fee ch, xxi. 14. and 
what can the Almighty do for them? that is, for us ; 
for thefe.are either the words of the wicked con- 
tinued, being fo felf-fufficient, and full of good 
things, having as much, or more than heart can 
with, that they ftood in no need of any thing from 
God ; nor could they imagine they fhould receive 
any profit and advantage from him, by liftening to 
his inftructions, or obeying his will ; they had fuch 
low and mean thoughts of God, that he would nei- 
ther do them good nor. evil; they expected no 
good from him, and feared no ill at his hands , 
they afcribed all the good things they had to their 
own care, induftry, and diligence; and when any 
ill befel them, they attributed it to chance, and 
fecond caufes, thinking nothing of God : as thefe 
are the words of Elipbaz, they may be rendered, 
what has the Almighty done to them, or againft 
them* 2 what injury has he done them, or ill-will 
has he fhown them, that they fhould treat him 
in fo contemptuous a manner? fo far from it, that 
he has beftowed abundance of good things on 
them, as follows, fee Fer. li. 5. 

y¥. 18. Yet be filled their boufes with good things, 
&c.} With temporal good things, with this world’s 
good, with plenty of providential goodnefs ; earth- 
ly enjoyments are good things in them{elves, and 
in their effects, when rightly ufed, and thef= wicked 
men have.their fhare of ; this is their portion, they 
have their good things in this life, and a large 
abundance of them oftentimes; theif hearts are 
filled with food, and fhould be with’ gladnefs and 
thankfulnefs ; their bellies are filled with hidden 
treafures ; their out-houfes with corn and wheat, 
and fuch like fruits of the earth ; their fhops with 
all manner of goods, their dwelling-houfes with 
gold and filver, with rich furniture, and all pre- 
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cious fubftance ; and all this is from God, every 
good gift comes from him; the earth is full of his 
goodnefs; though thefe men fay, what can the Al- 
mighty do for them? this fhows, that what they have 
they arenot deferving of; and what is beftowed upon 
them is not from any merit in them, but accord- 
ing to the fovereign will and pleafure of God ; and 
this is an aggravation of their wickednefg, that not- 
withitanding he has loaded them with his benefits, 
and indulged them with fuch a plenty of good 
things, yet they fpurn at him, rebel againft him, 
and bid him depart from them ; which condué@ of 
theirs, L/iphaz expreffles his abhorrence of: but the 
counfel of the wicked is far from me; fach impious 
reafonings, and wicked practices, he was far from 
juftifying ; he had them in the utmoft deteflation, 
and could not but abhor fuch vile ingratitude; he 
makes ufe of Fod’s words, ch. xxi. 16. which he 
thought he could do to better purpofe, and with 
greater fincerity. 

¥. 19. The righteous fee it, and are glad, &c.]} 
Not the counfel of the wicked, nor their outward 
profperity, but their ruin and deftru€tion, which is 
ure and certain; though it may fometimes feem 
to linger, it is often public and vifible to the 
view of every man, being made public examples, 
fee Pf. xci. 8. and which is matter of joy and glad- 
nefs to truly good and righteous men; who have the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift on them, his grace in them, 
and in confequence of that live foberly, righteoufly 
and godly ; thefe rejoice at the vengeance of God 
on wicked men, P/. lii. 5, 6, 7. and Iviii. 10. not 
that the mifery of their fellow-creatures is pleafing 
to them as fuch ; this would be brutifh and inhu- 
man, as well as contrary to the grace of God, and 
to their character as good men, and alfo would be 
difpleafing to God, Prov. xxiv. 17, 18. but partly 
becaufe they themfelves, through the grace and 
goodnefs of God, have been kept from fuch fins 
as bring. to ruin and deftruction ; and partly be- 
caufe they are delivered out of the hands of thefe 
wicked men, who were diftreffing to them; and 
chiefly becaufe of the glory of the divine perfec- 
tions, particularly the holinefs and juftice of God 
difplayed herein ; for God is known and glorified 
by the judgments which he executeth, fee P/- ix. 
16. Rev. xviii. 20. and xix. 1, 2, 3. and the inno~ 
cent laugh them to fcorn; fuch as are upright and 
fincere, live holy and harmlefs lives and converfa- 
tions, tho’ not entirely free from fin; thefe deride 
them for their impieties, and obferve to them the 
juftnefs of the divine judgments upon them. The 
JFewifh writers, many of them ‘, reftrain thefe words 
to Noab and his fons, who faw with theireyes the 
flood that deftroyed the world of the ungodly, and 
rejoiced at it, and had them in their turn in deri- 
fion, who had made a mock at Noab’s building of 
the ark, and at his exhortations to them $ but tho” 
the characters of righteous and innocent agree with 
Noah, who was jutt and perfect in his generation, 
yet not with all his fons; and it is beft to under- 
{tand this of good men in general ; though it muft 
be obferved.and owned, that the deftruction of 
the wicked by the flood, is before {poken of, and 
their character defcribed. The word /aying is by 
fome fupplied at the clofe of this verfe, and fo the 
following words are what the righteous are reprefent- 
ed as faying, upon fight of the deftruction of the 
wicked. 
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aefs to draw nigh unto God, until he calls and in- 
vites them’ to take with them words, and return 
unto him; an acquaintance with God is not kept 
up when prayer before him is reftrained; which 
Eliphaz charges ‘Job with, ch. xv. 4. and, when 
faints forfake the affembling of themfélves toge- 
ther, or neglect public worlhip, or grow indif- 
ferent to it; and it is renewed again by prayer, and. 
afieth attendance on the above things; in which 
frequent vifits are made between God and his peo- 
ple, mutual fecrets communicated, a holy free- 
dom, familiarity, and boldnefs contracted, and 
communion with God enjoyed: men may alfo ac- 
quaint themfelves with him yet more and more by. 
the contemplation of his works, by reading and 
hearing his word, and by converfation with good 
men, minifters, and others. The Jews com- 
mentators " generally interpretit, u/¢ or accufiom thy- 
Jelf with him, to watk in his ways, and obferve his 
commands : and be at peace; not make his peace 
with God, which a ¢reature cannot do; only 7o0d’s 
living Redeemer could do that, and he has done it ; 
but be eafy and ftiill under the afflicting hand of 
God, quietly fubmit to it, and patiently endure it, 
and not murmur atit; or, as Aven Ezra interprets 
it, as a promife of God, thou fhalt be in peace, or 
thou foalt have peace; all outward profperity and 
happinefs, which is often fignified by this word; 
or inward peace of mind, which comes from God, 
and through an acquaintance with him, and from 
Chrift,his blood, righteoufnefs,and facrifice,by whom 
the acquaintance with God is opened and maintained ; 
and it is had in a way of duty, in attendance on the 
ordinances of God, which are paths of peace; and 
alfo eternal peace hereafter, when acqaintance with 
God will be no more dropped, nor interrupted, 
but continue for ever: thereby good foall come unto 
thee, temporal good things, neceflary and ‘conve 
nient, the promife of which is annexed to godli- 
nefs, or an acquaintance with God; {piritual good 
things, the bleffings of grace, all things pertaining 
to life and godlinels, and eternal good things ; that 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
which afflictions speaceably and patiently borne, 
work for, and bring unto, 

WY. 22. Receive, I pray thee, the law from bis 
mouth, &c.| Not the law of Mojess - for it isa 
queftion whether that was as yet, or could come to 
the knowledge of ¥ob; rather any doétrine, as the 
word fignifies, any revelation of the mind and wilt 
of God, made unto the patriarchsin former times, 
and which was handed down from oneto another, and 
was to be received as coming from the mouth of 
God, not as the word of man, but as the word of 
God ; and as fuch to be received with meeknefs and 
and reverence, with readinefs, chearfulnefs, and 
gladnefs; and not only to be attended to but 
obeyed : and lay up his words in thine heart; as a 
rich treafure, very valuable, and preferable to gold, 
filver, and precious ftones, laid up in chefts and 
cabinets becaufe of their value, and that they might 
not be loft, but be preferved fafe and fure, and 
that they might be come at, and made ufe of on 
proper Moye as the words of DH oa 
trines of the {criptures may be, againft the tempta~ 
tions of Satan, the lufts ve the Heth, and for the’ 
inftruction of ourfelves and others; and therefore’ 
men walk before him, and have fellowfhip with | fhould be retained in our minds, hid in our hearts, — 
him: this is fometimes interrupted and dropped for and dwell richly in us; and, unlefs they are in the 
a while, through temptation or fin ; when there}heart, and have a place there, they will be of little 
arifes on account thereof, a fhynefs and backward-|avail to have them in the head or on the tongue § 


y. 20. Whereas our fubftance is not cut down, &c.] 
As your’s is; Noch and his family were preferved 
in the ark, and the creatures with him, and fufi- 
cient fuftenance was laid up for them all, when 
every thing relating to the wicked was deftroyed : 
but this, may be thought too reftrictive, as well as 
what follows too fubtle, that this fhould refpect the 
human fpecies not being cut down and utterly de. 
ftroyed in the flood, but preferved in and reftored 
by Noab and his family ; it may perhaps by thought 
better to interpret thefe words as the words of E/i- 
phaz and his friends, joining with the righteous and 
the innocent, putting themfelves in their number, 
and rejoicing, with them at the deftruction of the 
wicked, and as having a particular regard to 700’s 
cafe, and the difference between him and them ; his 
fubftance being cut down, and he ftripped of all ; 
whereas they were not deprived of their’s, but it 
continued with them, and they in the full poffeffion 
of it; the reafon of which difference was, he was a 
wicked man, and they righteous and innocent; but 
by others, who alfo take them to be the words of 
the righteous triumphing over the wicked, they are 
rendered thus ; is not be cut off that rofe up againft 
us®2 Our enemy and adverfary, he is no more, he 
can do us no more hurt, and we are delivered out 
of his hand: but zhe remnant of them the fire con- 
fumes, which Aben Ezra, Ben Gerfom, and others, 
interpret of the deftruétion of Sodom and Gomorrab, 
and the other cities, by fire; which would have had 
fome-appearance of truth, if the deftruction had 
been of the whole world, and as general as the flood 
was, or more fo, and had cleared the world of the 
remnant of the ungodly, whereas it was only of a 
few cities: rather it may be, Eliphaz glances at 
the cafe of Fob, as different from him and his 
friends, that when their fubftance was untouched, 
the remnant of ¥0b’s was confumed by fire; what 
were left by the Chaldeans and Sabeans, were de- 
ftroyed by fire from heaven; though if it could be 
thought that Elipbaz had knowledge of the gene- 
ral conflagration at the laft day, and had that in 
view, it would afford a better fenfe; but it may 
be he does not mean material, but metaphorical 
fire, the fire of divine wrath, which will confume 
the wicked, root and branch, and leave them no- 
thing. 

y. 2 t. Acquaint now thyfelf with him, and be at 
peace, &c.] Not with the righteous and innocent, 
but with God, as the following verfes fhew : from 
fevere charges and cenfures, Elipbaz proceeds to 
advice and exhortations, and feems to be in a better 
temper, and to talk in a more kind and gentle 
manner, only he goes upon a falfe fuppofition and 
miftaken notion, that 70d was a bad man ; had he 
had a proper object to have directed his difcourfe to, 
it would have been excellently faid; and as it is, 
is not without its ufe: this firft exhortation fup- 
pofes unacquaintance with God, and an eftranged- 
nefs from him; which is the cafe of every man 
from the womb, and ina fate of nature and unre- 
generacy. Acquaintance with God begins at con- 
verfion, when he is made known, not only as the 
God of nature and providence, but as the God of 
grace and peace in Chrift; and it is carried on by 
ptayer, which, is a converfe with God, and by 
attendance on his worfhip and ordinances, in which 
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but if they come-with power into the heart, andthe golden rivers, from whence the gold of Ophir 
- have a place there, they work effectually, and,in-| was ; and it is notorious from. hiftorians, as Strabo” 
fluence the life and. converfation: thefe Yo>, had;| and others, that’gold-is taken out of rivers; and 
and hada great value for them ;. fee ch. vi. 10.] efpecially from. the writers of the hiftory of the 
and xxiii. 12. | | Weft- Indies. 
¥. 23. If thou return to the Almighty, &c.| Wy. 25. Yea, the Almighty foall be thy defence, &c.} 
Which fuppofes a departure from him 5. and that is| In temporal. things, fecure the plenty of gold: and 
by finning againft him, which fhould be repented] filver~ poffefled of; furround and protect. by his 
of, confefied, and pardoning grace and mercy. be} providence, that there fhall be no danger of the Sa- 
implored, by all thofe that have back-flidden, and} deans and Chaldeans, or others, breaking in and 
return to. God; to which they are encouraged by] {tealing it away; and in fpirituals, preferve from all 
his being the Almighty, who has power to forgive|enemies, fin, Satan, and the world; be a wall of 
fins; alfoco caufe all grace to abound, and to fave} fire about him, his fortrefs, his tower, and place.of 
to» the uttermoft; he is not.a\God that is prayed|defence; or keep him as in a garrifon,thro’ faith unto 
and returned to, that cannot fave, or whofe hand| falvation ; or, as others render the words, and let the 
is fhortened,’ or hisear heavy ; the word is /haddai,| Almighty be, or he fhall be thy gold, or golds ° ; all thy 
Which fignifies, who is /uficient, all-{ufficient ;)gold, the fame word. being ufed, as in the pre- 
whofe grace is fufficient to reftore and receive back-|ceding verfe; treat earthly riches, gold and filver, 
fliders, pardon their fins, accept their perfons, fup-| with contempt, and reckon God to be thy trueft 
ply their wants, and preferve them fafe to his king-|riches ; efteem him as gold, and more precious than 
dom and glory: thou fhalt be buiit up; reftored to}that, and put thy confidence in him; his grace is 
his former happinefs, have all his breaches repair-|compared to gold, for its luftre, value, and dura- 
ed and made up; bis body, which was like a build-|tion, and is. more precious than gold that perifheth, 
ing out of repair and dropping down, become hale| Rev. iii. 18. 1Pet. i. 7. the righteoufnefs of Chrift is, 
and healthful; his family, which was in a ruinous/ior its excellency, called the gold of Opdir, and 
condition, being deprived of his children as well as|cloathing of wrought gold, P/- xlv. 9. 13. and he 
fubftance, be increafing again through a like num-|himfelf is much more precious than. the gold of 
ber of children; by which means families are)Opéir, and the gain that comes by him, than fine 
built up, Ruthiv- 16. and by having a large af-| gold, Cant. v.11. Prov. ili. 14, 15. the doctrines 
fluence of good things, abundantly greater than] of the grace of God are comparable to gold, fil- 
he had before; and alfo ina fpiritual fenfe, be|ver, and precious ftones; yea, to be preferred un- 
edified, and built up in his foul, through the|to them, 4 Cor. iii, 12. Pf xix. 11. and cxix. 72. 
light of God’s countenance, the difcoveries of] Prov, viii. 10. God is inftead of all riches to his 
his love, the comforts of his fpirit, an application| people ; and. they that have an intereft in him, 
of precious promifes, and divine truths, and aj fhare in the riches of grace, and are entitled to the 
communication of grace, and the bleffings of it:)riches of glory; all are theirs: and thou foalt have 
thou foalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacle 3} plenty of filver ; or God thall be, or let bim be to 
not commit it himfelf, nor connive at it in others,| thee filver of firexgth” ; or inftead of filver, which 
nor fuffer it in his family, fuggefting, as if he had} is the ftrength of. men, in which they confide for 
fo done in times paft ; or remove men of iniquity,| bufinefs or war ; but God is to his people infinitely 
wicked men, from his houfe, and not allow them) more than what filver or gold can be to them. 
to dwell there; though rather this feems to be fpo-| y¥.26. For then fhalt thou have thy delight in tke 
ken by way of promife, and as an encouragement| d/mighty, &c.] In the perfections of his nature, 
to return. to the Almighty ; upon which all evils|in the works of his hands, in his word and worfhip, 
and calamities, the effects of fin and iniquity, fhould|in communion with him, and in the relation he 
be removed from his houfe, and the apartments of| {tands in to his people as their covenant-God and 
it, they were now full of. father 3 this would be the cafe when ‘fod fhould be 
¥.24. Then foalt thou lay up gold as duff, &c.\) more and better acquainted with God, and with 
Have fuch plenty of-it,-as not to be counted: andj the law or doctrine of his mouth, and the words of 
the gold of Ophir as the jiones of the brooks ; which}his lips, and fhould return unto him with his whole 
was reckoned theibeft, probably in dradia; notin the| heart 5 and when his affections fhould be taken off 
Raft and Weft- Indies, which were not known tojof all earthly riches; when he fhould look upon 
Fob ; though fome take this to be an exhortation to} gold as duft, and the gold of Ophir as the ftones 
defpife riches, and as a diffuafion from covetouf-| of, the brook, and God fhould be to him his gold 
nefs, rendering the words, put gold upon the duff, or|and his filver ; then and not till then could he have 
earth’, and trample upon it, as athing not efteem-| true delight and complacency in God: and /halt lift 
ed by thee, as Sephorno interprets it; make no/ up thy face unto God ; in prayer, as Sepborno inter- 
more account of it than of the duft of the earth ;| prets it, with an holy confidence, boldnefs,\ and 
‘let it be like dirt unto thee, and among the fiones of\ chearfulnefs ; asa believer in Chri? may, having 
the brooks, Ophir“; that is, the gold of Opbir,)on his righteoufnefs, and having his heart {prink- 
reckon no\more of it, though the choiceft gold,|led from an evil confcience by his blood ; fuch a 
than the ftones of the brook; or thus, put gold for|one.can appear before God, and lift up his face to 
 duft, and the gold of Ophir for the flint of the brooks';\ him, as without fpot, fo without confufion, fhame, 
-efteem it no more than the duft of the earth, or a: )and blufhing, without a load of guilt upon him, 
fiint-ftones ; the latter claufe I fhould: chufe rather} without fear of wrath or punifhment, and of being 
‘to render, and fora flint the rivers of Ophir, or' repulfed ; fee ch. xi. 15. 


¥.275 
73 “by Sy Mt") pone aurem fuper pulverem Codurcus ; in pulvere attrom, Cocceius ; abjice humi aurum, Beza; fo 
po ae 78 ‘ KON E73 wy} & inter faxa torrentium Ophir, Codurcus. ! Pro rupe aurom 


Ophirinum, Junius & Tremellius; fo Schultens. ™ Geograph. 1. 11. p. 344 ® Pet. Martyr. Decad. 3. 


14. f "YF leGifimum aurum tuum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; fo Vatablus, Schmidt, Schul- 
tens ; fo R. Sol. Urbin. Ohel Moed, fol. 23. 2. P a MDYWFAOD) & argentum fortitudinum tibi, 
Montanus, Cocceius, Schmidt. 5 
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¥. 24. Thou foalt make thy prayer unto him, &c. | 
To God, and him only ; for not acreature, angels 
or men, are to be prayed to; and this is to be done 
in a fupplicating, intreating way, as the word figni- 
fies ; not pleading merit but mercy, not prefent- 
ing prayers and fupplications for a man’s own righ- 
teoufnefs-fake, but for the Lord’s mercy’s-fake, 
and for the fake of Chrift and his righteoufnefs ; 
and prayer is to be made in this manner frequently, 
to be multiplied, as the word alfo fignifies ; prayer 
fhould be made always, and without ceafing ; and 
this is not only a duty, but a privilege ; and as fuch 
is it here obferved, even as a benefit and bleffing 
to be enjoyed; as it is when a man can come to God 
as his father through Chriff the mediator, with bold- 
nefs and confidence, in the faith of him, and to 
God as ona throné of grace; where he may find 
grace and mercy to help him in time of need, and 
efpecially it is fo when attended with the fuccefs fol- 
lowing: and he fhall hear thee, as he does hear 
thofe that pray to him in the name of Chriff, in the 
exercife of faith, and in the fincerity and upright- 
nefs of their hearts ; and anfwers their requetts, ful- 
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mind, and he prayed in faith for; he fhould have’ 
it; as Elias prayed, both thatit might not rain, and’ 
that it might rain, and both were according to his: 
word, or the decree of his lips in prayer; fee 1 Kings 
xvii. 1. Fam. v.17, 18. and the light fhall foine 
upon thy ways; which is the reafon of all things 
profpering and fucceeding, and being eftablifhed 
according to his wifh and will; the light of grace 
fhining in him, to put him upon, and inftruét him 
in denying and avoiding that which is finful, and 
doing that which was juft and good ; and the light 
of the word without him, being a light unto his 
feet, and a lamp to his paths, to guide‘and direét 
him, and efpecially the light of God’s favour and 
blefling on him, fucceeding him in all his ways and 
works, and making them profperous. frezs 

¥. 29. When men are caft down, &c.] Wicked 
men are brought down froma ftate of profperity to 
a ftate of adverfity, are in low circumftances, great 
{traits and difficulties: shen thou fhalt fay, there is 
lifting up; that is, for himfelf and his ;;when others, 
are in adverfity, he fhould be in profperity; when 
others are caft down, into a very low eftate, and di- 


fils their defires; and gives them. what they afk of | {treffed condition, he fhould be exalted to avery high 


him ; for he is a God hearing prayer, and fooner or 
later, in his owh time and way, grants the petitions 
of his people: and thou fhalt pay thy vows; the 
facrifices of praife and thank{giving which he pro- 
mifed to offer up to God, fhould he grant him the 
defires of his heart; and thefe being granted, he 
would be laid under obligation to perform his pro- 
mifes; fo that this alfo is to be confidered as 
a benefit and bleffing ; for it does not fo much re- 
gard the payment of vows, as it is defigned to ob- 
ferve to him, that he fhould have that done for him 
which would bea fufficient ground and reafon for 
paying his vows, or making good what he promifed 
in the time of his diftrefs; fince whatvhe then re- 
quefted, and was the condition of his vow, fhould 
now be granted; fee Pf lvi. 12, 13. andIxvi. 13, 
14. 

* 28. Thou fhalt alfo decree a thing, and it fhall 
be eftablifbed unto thee, &c.] Strictly fpeaking this 
is only true of God, whofe decrees are unfruftrable, 
whofe counfel fhall ftand, and the thoughts of his 
heart be eftablifhed to all generations ; and. fre- 
quently fo it is, according to an ufual faying, man 
appoints, but God difappoints: this may be under- 
ftood of Fob, either as a civil magiftrate, that he 
fhould decree a thing in a court of judicature with 
fo much wifdom and equity, that it fhould ftand 
firm and fure, and, though made on earth, fhould 
be ratified in heaven, as the decrees and doctrines 
of the apoftles of Chrift are faid to be, Matt. xvi. 
19. fee Prov. viii. 15. Or, as a private “man in 
civil affairs, fignifying that he fhould be fo guided 
by the Lord, and profpered and fucceeded in all 
his ways and works ; that what he determined to 
do, and formed a fcheme for the execution of, it 
fhould be brought about and confirmed ; he com- 
mitting his ways to the Lord, his thoughts fhould 
be eftablifhed, or his purpofes and defigns effected, 
fee P/.i. 3. Prov. xvi. 3. or rather as a praying 
man ; and fo it agrees with what goes before, that 
he fhould lift up his face to God, and pray unto 
him with fuccefs,. and have juft occafion to praife 


eftate, and be in affluent circumftances, fee P/- 
cxlvii. 6. or elfe the fenfe is, when thou and thine, 
and what belong to thee, are humbled and brought 
low, then thou mayeft promife thyfelf a reftoration 
and change for the better; and. boldly fay, they 
will be lifted up, and raifed up again, fince God’s 
ufual method is to exalt the humble, and to abafe 
the proud, Luk, xiv. 11. or rather, this may re- 
{pect the benefit and advantage that humble perfons 
would gain by ‘0b, and his prayers for them, and 
may be rendered and interpreted thus; when they bave 
humbled* themfelves, and bowed themfelves low at 
thy feet, and efpecially before God, then thou fhalt 
fay pray unto God for them, -that there may be 
a lifting up, raifing them up out of their low, 
eftate, and thou fhalt be heard : and he fhail fave the 
humble perfon; that is low of eyes*, humble in 
his eyes; who is fo preffed with troubles and diftrefs, 
that he hangs down his head, looks upon the ground, 
and will not lift up his eyes, but is of a dejeéted 
countenance; or that is low in his own eyes, has 
humble thoughts of himfelf, efteems others better 
than himfelf, and lies low before God under a fenfe 
of his finfulnefs and unworthinefs, and cafts him- 
felf entirely upon the grace and mercy of God; 
{uch a one he faves in a fpiritual fenfe, out of his 
troubles and afflictions ; he does not forget the ery 
of fuch-humble ones, but remembers them, and 
grants their defires: and he faves the lowly and 
humble with a fpiricual and eternal falvation ; 
gives more grace unto them, and, and meetens 
them for glory, and at laft gives glory irfelf; 
raifes them on high to fit among princes, and to 
inherit the throne of glory; the meek fhall inherit 
the earth, the new heavens and earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteoufnels, Fam. iv. 6. Matt. v. ey 
y¥. 30. He fhall deliver the ifland of the innocent, 
&c.] But where is there fuch an ifland, an ifland 
of innocent perfons? it feems to be better rendered 
by others, ¢he innocent fhall deliver the ifland': 
good men are fometimes, by their counfel and ad- 
vice, and efpecially by their prayers, the means of 


him, or pay his vows to him, fince he fhould have|delivering an ifland or country from ruin and de- 


the defires of his heart ; whatever was upon his|f{truction: but the word rendered ifland is ane- 


apn '5 quum humiliaverint, Montanus, Cocceius, Michaelis. 
oculis, Montanus, Beza, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; humilem oculis, Watablus, 


innocens infulam liberabit, Montanus; fo Pagninus, Vatablus. 
i 
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gative particle, asin 1 Sam, iv. 21. Prov. xxxi. 4./and his prayers: and it is, or be is delivered by the 
and fignifies wot; and fo in the Targum ; which is| purene/s of thine bands , either by his good works, 
** a man that is not innocent fhall be delivered :” in}fetting a good example, which being followed, 
like manner Yarchi interprets it, and fo do No/dius'| would be the means of the prevention of prefent 
and others"; and the fenfe is, that od, for he is}ruin ; or by his lifting up pure and holy hands in 
the perfon {poken of, as appears from the following|prayer to God for a finful people; which God 
claufe, fhould not only be beneficial by his pray-joften attends to and hears, and fo delivers them 
ers, to humble and good men, but even to the/from deftruction ; as the I/raclites were delivered 
wicked, fuch as were not innocent and free from|through the prayer of Mo/es, when they had made 
fault and punifhment, but guilty, and obnoxious to|the golden calf, and worthipped it; fee Pf. evi. 


wrath and ruin ; and yet fuch fhould efcape it, at 
leaft for the prefent, thro’ the prayers and intercef- 


fion of Fob ; or God fhould do this for 7od’s fake 


33- though fometimes God will not admit of an in- 
terceflor tor fuch perfons, Ezek, xv. 1. 
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be pi IS and the following chapter contain Yod’s jgreatnefs of his afflictions, they being intolerable, 


reply to the laft oration of E/iphaz ; in this he 
firft declares his prefent forrowful eftate and condi- 
tion, ¥. 1, 2. wifhes he knew where to find God, as 
a judge fitting on a throne, before whom he might 
lay his caufe, and plead it, and have his judgment 
and final decifion paffed upon it ; when he doubted 
not but he would deal favourably with him, and 
both admit him and ftrengthen him, to plead his 
own caufe, and would acquit him for ever from 
the charges laid againft him, ver. 37. in order 
to which he fought for him every-where, but 
could not find him, but contents himfelf with this, 
that God knew his way; and that, after trial of 
him, he fhould fhine like pure gold, and appear to 
be no apoftate from him, but one fincerely obe- 
dient to his commands, and a true lover of his 
word, ver. 8—12. and as for his afflictions, they 
were the refult of the unalterable purpofes and ap- 
pointments of God: but what gave him the great- 
eft uneafinefs was, that there were more of that 
fort yet to come, which filled him with fears and 
faintings, with trouble and darknefs, ver. 13—17. 


y¥. 1. Then Job anfwered.and faid, &c.] In re- 
ply to Eliphazx ; for though he does not direct his 
difcourfe to him, nor take any notice of his friends ; 
yet, as a proof of his innocence, againft his and 
their accufations and charges, he defires no other 
than to have his caufe laid before God himfelf, by 
whom he had no doubt he fhould be acquitted ; 
and, contrary to their notions, he fhews in this 
chapter, that he, a righteous man, was afflicted 
by God, according to his unchangeable decrees , 
and in the next, that wicked men greatly profper ; fo 
that what he’ herein fays, may be confidered as a 
fufficient anfwer to Elipbaz and his friends ; and 
after which no more is faid to him by them, ex, 
cepting a few words dropped by Bildad. 

y. 2. Even to-day is my complaint bitter, &c.] 


¥ob’s afflictions were continued on him long ;_ he} 


and his ftrength unequal to them, and therefore 
death was more eligible to him than life; and he 
complained of God’s hiding his face from him, 
and not hearing him, nor fhewing him, wherefore 
he contended with him, nor admitting an hear- 
ing of ‘his caufe before shim: and this complaint 
of his was ditter ; the things he complained of were 
fuch, bitter afflictions, like the waters of Ma- 
rab, the I/raelites could not drink of ; there was a 
great deal of wormwood and gall in his affliction 
and mifery ; and it was in a bitter way, in the 
bitternefs of his foul he made his complaint; and 
what made his cafe {till worfé, he could: not utter 
any complaint, fo much as.a figh or a groan, but 
it was reckoned provocation, or ftubbornne/s and re- 
bellion by his friends; fo fome render the word *, as 
Mr. Broughton does, this day my fighing 1s holden a 
rebellion: there is indeed ‘a great deal of rebellion 
oftentimes in the hearts, words and aétions, con- 
duct and behaviour, even of good men under af- 
fictions, as were in the J/rae/ites in the wildernefs 
and a difficult thing it is to complain without being 
guilty of it; though complaints may be without it, 
yet repinings and murmurings are always attended 
with it: and my ftroke is heavier than my groaning ; 
or my hand”, meaning either his own hand, which 
was heavy, and hung down, his {pirits failing, 
his ftrength being exhaufted, and fo his hands, 
weak, feeble, and remifs, that he could not hold 
them up through his afflictions, and his groanings 
under them, fee Pf cii. 5. Heb. xii. 12. or the 
hand of God upon him, his afflicting hand, which 
had touched him and preiied hard upon him, and 
lay heavy, and was heavier than’ his groanings 
thewed ; tho’ he groaned much, he did not groan 
more, nor fo much as his afflictions called for; and 
therefore it was no wonder that his complaint was 
bitter, nor fhould it be reckoned rebellion and pro- 
vocation ; fee ch. vi. 2, 3. and xix. 24. 

¥. 3. O that | knew where I might find bim, &c.] 


was made to poffefs months of vanity ; and, as he]Thatis, God, who is underftood, though not 
had been complaining ever fince they were uponjexpreffed, a relative without an antecedent, as in 
him, he ftill continued to complain to that day,|P/. Ixxxvii. 1. Cant. i. 2. Foha xx. 15. Farchi fup- 
even after all the comforts his friends pretended|plies, and interprets it, my judge, from ver. 7. and 
to adminifter to him, as Farchi obferves: his|certain itis, ob did defire to find God as a judge 
complaints were concerning his afflictions, and fitting on his throne, doing right, that he might 
his friends ill ufage of him under them; not|have juftice done to him: indeed, he might be un- 
of injuftice in God in afflicting him, though he |der the hidings of God’s face, which added to his 
thought he dealt feverely with him; but of the ‘affliction, and made it the heavier ; in which ie 

the 


t Concordant. Ebr. Part. p. 25. N° 135. 4" 3D35 98 non innocentem, Drufius, Pifcator, Michaelis; 
non infontem, Schultens ; tothe fame fenfe, Beza, Mercerus, Codurcus, Junius, & Tremellius, x "9 exa- 
cerbatio, Montanus, Vatablus, Schmidt; exafperatio, Mercerus, Drufius ; pertinacia, Bolducius ; contumacia habetur, Coc- 
ceius ; rebellionem haberi, Junius & Tremellius ; rebellio eft, Pifcator, Codurcus. y 97) manus 
mea, Montanus, Vatablus, Mercerus, Drufius, Michaelis. 
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the people of God ate at a lofs to know where he is, 
and sow to find him, as Mr. Broughton rendets the 
words here; they know that he is every where, and 
fills heaven and earth with his prefence; that their 
God is in the heavens, his throne is there, yea, the 
heaven is his throne; that he is in his church, and 
among his people, where they are gathered together 
in his name, to wait upon him, and to worfhip 
him; and that he is to be found in Chrift, as a 
God gracious and merciful; all which ob knew, 
but might, as they in fuch circumftances are, be 
at a lofs how to come at fenfible communion: with 
him ; for when he hides his face, who can behold 
him ? yet they cannot content themfelves without 


feeking after him, and making ufe of all means of 


finding him, as od did, y¥. 8, 9. fee Cant. ili. 1, 2, 3: 
that I might come even to his feat ; either his mercy- 
feat, from whence he communes with his people, 


the throne of his gtace, where he fits as the God of 


grace, difpenfing his grace to his, people, to help 
them in time of need ; the way to which is’ Chrift, 
and in which .all believers may come to it with 
boldnefs, in his name, through his blood, righte- 
oufnels,, and facrifice; they may come up, even to 
it, in the exercife of faith and hope, though the 
diftance is great, as between heaven and-earth, yet 
‘by faith, they can come into the holieft of all, and 
by hope enter within the vail; and, though the 
difficulties and difcouragements are many, arifing 
from their fins and tran{fgreffions : or elfe his judg- 
ment-feat, at which no man can appear and. ftand, 
without a righteoufnefs, or without a better than 
his own, by which none can be juftified in the 
fight of God; who, if ftrict to mark iniquity, the 
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himfelf, and awake to his judgment, even to 
his caufe, and plead it againft thofe that ftrive 
with him, as David did; Pf xxxv. 1. 23. and 
xiii, 1. and fill my mouth with arguments ; either in 
prayer, asa good man may; not with fuch as are 
taken from his goodnefs and righteoufnefs, but 
from the perfon, office, grace, blood, righteouf- 
nefs, and facrifice of Chrift, and from the decla- 
rations of God’s grace, and the promifes: of his 
word ;. or elfe as in-a court of judicature, bringing 
forth his ftrong reafons, and giving proofs of his 
innocence, fuch as would be demonftrative, even 
convincing to all that fhould hear; and. be not 
only proofs for him, and in his favour, but re- 
proofs alfo, as the word ‘ fignifies, to thofe that 
contended with him. 

¥. 5. 1 would know the words which he would an= 
wer me, 8c.) Being a God, hearing:and' anfwer 
ing prayer, who always hears, and fooner or later 
anfwers the petitions of his people in his: own way 5 
and which, when. he does,» they know, take notice, 
and obferve it: or then he:fhould know’ the réafon 
why the Lord contended. with him, and what were 
his fins and tranfgreflions, which were the caufe of 
his affiictions ;, things he had defired to know, but 
as yet had no anfwer, feerch: x. 2. and xiii,22, 23. 
and. underftand what. he would fay unto me; what 
judgment he would pafs upon him, what fentence 
he would pronounce on him, whether guilty or 
not, and by which judgment he was content to 
ftand or fall as for men’s. judgment, the: judg- 
ment of his friends, or to be judged by them, he 
required it not, as he did not underftand upon, what 
ground they went, or that, it was a» good one; 


beft of men cannot ftand before him, at his bar of} but the judgment of God he fhould pay a defer= 


juftice; indeed, in the righteoufnefs of Chrift, a 
believer may come up to the judgment-feat of 
God, and to him as judge of all, and.not beafraid, 
but ftand before him with confidence, fince that is 
fufficient to anfwer for him, and fully acquit him : 
but od here feems to have a peculiar refpect to 
his cafe, in controverfy between him and _ his 
friends, and is fo fully affured of the juftnefs of his 
caufe, and relying on his innocence, he wifhes for 
nothing more than that he could find God fitting 
on a throne of juftice, before whom his caufe might 
be brought and heard, not doubting in the leaft, 
but that he fhould be acquitted ; fo far was he 
from hiding himfelf from God, or pleafing him- 
felf with the thoughts that God was in the height 
of heaven, and knew nothing of him and his con- 
duét, and could not judge through the dark clouds, 
which were a covering to him, that he could not 
fee him; that he was not afraid to appear before 
him, and come up even to his feat, if he knew but 
where and how he could ; fee ch, xxii. 12, 13, 14. 

y. 4. I would order my caufe before him, &c.] 
Either as a praying perfon, direct his prayer to 
him, and fet it in order before him, fee P/. v. 3. 
or elfe as pleading in his own defence, and in jufti- 
fication of himfelf ; not of his perfon before God, 
fetting his works of righteoufnefs in order before 


ence to, as being always according to truth, and . 
the reafon of which, when he fhould have a hear- 
ing before him, and a decifive fentence by him, he 
fhould clearly perceive; fee's Cor.iv. 3.5 5 4 
y.6. Will be plead cgainft me with, his grea 

power ? &c.] God wil! not plead againit his people 
at all, but for them; much. lefs’ will’ he; plead 
againft them with his great ftrength, ufe all his 
power torun them down, cruth, and opprefs them ; 
for he is a great God, and of great power; he is 
mighty in ftrength, and there is no contending 
with him, or anfwering of him, ch, ix. 3. 9. 19% 
nor will he deal with them according to the ftrié 
rigour of his juftice, nor ftir up all his wrath 
nor contend for ever with them in fuch a way ; for 
then the {pirits would fail before him, and the fouls 
that he has made ; whatever he does with others, 
making known his power on the veflels of wraths 
he will never act after this manner with the veflels 
of mercy: no, but he would put ftrength in me; to 
pray unto him, and prevail with him to lay hold 
on him, and not let him go without the bleffing, 
as Facob did, Hof. xii. 3, 4. or to ftand before 
him, and plead his own caufe with him, in fuch a 
ftrong and powerful manner as to bear down all the 
accufations and charges brought againft him ¢ or 
he will fet his heart upon me‘; deal mildly and 


him, and pleading his juftification on the foot of|gently, kindly and gracioufly, and not with his 


thems for, by thefe no flefh living can be juf- 
tified before God ; but of his caufe, for, asa man 
may vindicate his caufe before men, and clear him- 


great ftrength and {trict juftice ;, or wall not put fins 
upon me, as Farchi, or lay charges to him, how- 
ever guilty of them, as his friends didyor impute fuch 
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felf from afperfions caft upon him, as Samuel did,|to him he never committed: God is fo far from — 
1 Sam. xii. 5. fo he may before God, with refpeét|doing this to his people, that he does not impute 
tothe charges he is falfly loaded with, and may ap-| their fins to them they have committed, but to his 
peal to him for juftice, and defire he would ftir up Son, 


ope 
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. Son, much lefs will *he lay upon them more than 
is right, ch. xxxiv. 23. Some take the fenfe of the 
words to be this, in anfwer to the above’ quet- 
tion, will be plead againft me with his great power ? 
let him do it, czy let-bim not fet upon me*, in an 
hoftile way, and then I do not decline entering the 
lifts with him; which exprefles great boldnefs and 
confidence, andeven too much, and muft be.reck- 
oned among the unbecoming expreffions Fob was 
afterwards convinced of; but this he utters in his 
paffion, in order the more clearly to fhew, and the 
more ftrongly toaffert his innocence. 
¥. 7. There the righteous might difpute with bim, 
&c.] That is, at his feat, either at his mercy-feat, 
where even God allows finners to come and reafon 
with him, for pardoning grace and mercy, upon 
the foot of his own declarations and promifes, and 
the blood, and facrifice of his Son, J/ 1. 18. or at 
his judgment-feat, pleading the. righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, which is fully fatisfactory to Taw,and juf 
tice. ‘Fob moft probably means himf{elf by the 
righteous or upright man, being con{cious to him- 
felf of his fincerity and integrity ; and relying on 
this, he feared not to appear before God as a judge, 
and reafon his cafe before him, difpute the matter 
with him, andin his prefence, which was in con- 
troverfy between him and his friends, whether he 
was an hypocrite or a fincere good man : /o /hould 
I be delivered for ever from my judge; either from 
thofe who judged hardly of him, and were very cen- 
forious in the character they gave of him; and 
from all their condemnation of him, and calumnies, 
and charges they faftened on him ; or from him that 
judgeft me’, from any one whatever that fhould wrong- 
ly judge him, friend or foe ; or father from God him- 
felf, his judge, from whom he fhould depart ac- 
uitted ; and fo Mr. Broughton renders the words, 
fo foould I be ‘quit for ever by my judge; for, if 
God juftifies, who fhall condemn? fuch an one 
need not regard the condemnations of men or devils; 
being acquitted by God he is for ever juftified, and 
fhall never enter into condemnation; God’s ac- 
quittance is a fecurity from the damnatory fentence 
of others, f 
y¥.8. Bebold I go forward, but he is not there, &c. | 
Fob here returns to what he had faid before, ¥. 3. 
as Farchi obferves, where he expreffes his earneft 
defire after'God, that he might know where he 
was, and come up to his feat; here he relates the 
various ways he took to find him, and his fruitlefs 
fearch of him. . Cocceius thinks, by thefe phrafes 
forward and backward, are meant times future and 
paft; and that the fenfe is, that od looked into 
the future times of the Meffiah, and the grace pro- 
mifed him, his living Redeemer, that fhould ftand 
on the earth in the latter day; and that he looked 
back to the ages before him, and to the firft pro- 
mife made to Adam; but could not underftand by 
either, the redfon why good men were afflicted; and 
by the right hand and /eft, the different difpenfa- 
tions of God to men, granting protection with his 
right-hand, and diftributing the bleffings of his 
goodnefs by it; and with his left-hand laying af- 
fictions andsevils upon them; and yet, neither 
from the one nor the other, could he learn the 
mind and will of God concerning men, fince love 
and hatred are not to be known by thefe things : 
but rather with the Zewi/o commentators in geae- 


\ 


ral, we are to underftand places by thefe various 
expreffions ; even the feveral parts of the world, 
eat, weit, north, and fouth; which Fob went 
through, and furveyed in his mind, to find God 
in, but to no purpofe ; for, when a man ftands 
with his face to the rifing fun, the eaft is before 
him, and, if he goes forward, he goes eaftward ; 
and behind him is the weft, and, if he goes that 
way, he goes backward ; fo the eaftern fea is called 
the former fea; and the weftern, or Mediterranean 
fea, the hinder fea, Zech. xiv. 8. and a man, in 
this pofitions will have the north on his left-hand, 
and the fouth on his right; fee Gen. xiii. 9. now 
Fob fays, that he went forward, that is, eaftward ; 
but, fays he of God, be is wot there, or is not® ; 
meaning not that he was not in being, did not 
exift ; for he moft firmly believed the exiftence of 
God, or that he was, but as we rightly fupply, he 
was not there, that is, eaftward; and yet the great- 
eft, the moft glorious, and moft gracious appear- 
ances of him were in the eaft; man was made in 
the eaft; the garden. of Eden was planted eaft- 
ward; here God appeared to Adam, both before 
and after his fall ; and it was in the eaft, Chrift, the 
fecond Adam, was born; his ftar appeared in it, 
and his gofpel was firft preached in the eaftern 
parts; in the eaft Fod now lived, and had been the 
ereateft manin it ; but now God did not appear to 
him, as the Vulgate Latin verfion, not in a kind 
and gracious manner ; nor could he find him at his 
throne of juftice here, as he wifhed for; he was 
there, though ob faw him not ; for he is every- 
where ; indeed, he is not confined, or limited to 
any place; for as the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain him, fo much lefs any part or corner of the 
earth: and backward, but I cannot perceive him; or 
underftand where he is, or get intelligence of him, 
and of the ‘reafon of his difpenfations, efpecially 
concerning himéelf. 

¥. 9. On the left-hand, whbre be doth vork, but 
I cannot behold him, &c.] Vhe northern part of the 
world, where his feat is, or the circle of the earth, 
fays Bar Tzemach, and who has ftretched out the 
north over the empty place, ch. xxvi. 7. Farchi’s 
note is, when he created it, he did not make iit the 
place of his throne: God works every-where in a 
way of providence, but in fome places more eminent- 
ly, than in others ; the northern part of the world is 
obferved to be more inhabited than the fouthern, 
and the people of it to be more a¢tive in war and 
bufinefs than elfewhere; and more and greater 
things are done by God among them as inftru- 
ments than among any other; and Mr. Caryl ob- 
ferves, that the gofpel has ever more generally and 
more clearly been preached here than in the fouthern 
parts of the world ; and perhaps by the northern 
chambers in Ezeksel’s vifion, ch. xlii. 1. were de- 
figned the proteftant churches in the northern parts, 
as it is well known the proteftant doétrine is called 
the northern herefy : but what od meant by God’s 
works in the north, is not eafy to fay ; buf as this 
refers to fome place where God had been ufed to 
work either in the way of providence or grace, it 
was the moft likely.one to find him in, and yet ~ 
Job could not behold him, or get any fight of 
him, either as on a throne of grace or juftice: he 
hideth bimfelf on the right-hand, that 1 cannot fee 
him ; or he covereth the right. hand*, the fouthern 
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parts of the world; he covers the face of the fouth|juftice, where he defired to be'tried, and be brought 
with his face, that I cannot fee him, fo Farchi ;junder the ftri¢teft examination ; and doubted not 
this is faid becaufe the fouth is covered with the|but he fhould be acquitted, and fhine as bright as 
waters of the ocean, as Bar Tzemach obferves ;|gold ; nay, thefe words may be given as a reafon. 
what we call the South-Sea: or rather the meaning|why God would not be found by him as his judge ~ 
is, that God covered himfelf on the right hand, or|to try his caufe, becaufe he knew his uprightneis 


on the fouth, as with a garment, as the word figni- 
fies; wrapped himfelf up either in light inacceffi- 
ble, as with a garment, or with clouds of dark- 
nefs, that he could not be feen; and if he hides 
himfelf, as he often does from the beft of men, 
who can behold him? ch. xxxiv. 29. fee ch, ix. 
11. 
¥. 10. But be knoweth the way that I take, &c.] 
This he feems to fay in a way of folace to himfelf, 
comforting and contenting himfelf that though he 
could not find God, nor knew where he was, or 
what way he took; nor the reafons of his, ways and 
difpenfations with the children of men, and with 
himfelf; yet God knew where he was, and what 
way he took; by which he means either the way he 
took, being direéted to it for his acteptance with 
God, his juftification before him, and eternal fal- 
vation ; which was his living Redeemer, he looked 
unto by faith for righteouinefs and eternal life : or 
rather the way and manner of life he took to, the 
courfe of his converfation, walking in all the com- 
mandments and ofdinances of the Lord, in the 
paths of piety andtruth, of righteoufnefs and ho- 
linefs ; and this God knew not barely by his om- 
ni‘cience, as he knows all the ways of men, good 
and bad; his eyes are upon them, he compafies 
them, and is thoroughly acquainted with them ; 
but by way of approbation, he approved of it, and 
was well pleafed with it, it being fo agreeable to 
his revealed will, fo pure and holy ; thus the Lord 
knows the way of the righteous, Pf i. 6. when he 
hath tried me, I fhall come forth as gold ; as pure as 
gold, as free from drofs as that, appear quite in- 
nocent of the charges brought againft him, and 
fhine in his integrity. He was as valuable and pre- 
cious as gold, as all God’s people are in his efteem, 
however reckoned of by others ; they are precious 
fons of Zion, comparable to fine gold; not that 
they have any intrinfic worth in themfelves, they 
are in no wife better than others by nature ; but 
through the grace of God beftowed on them, which 
is as gold tried in the fire; and through the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift imputed to them, which is gold 
of Ophir, and clothing of wrought gold ; and on 
account of both, they are like a mafs of gold, and 
are the chofen of God, and precious : this gold he 
tries, the Lord trieth the righteous ; and which he 
does by afflictive providences; he puts them into 
the furnace of affliction, which is the fiery trial to 
try them ; and hereby their graces are tried, their 
faith, hope, love, patience, &c. their principles 
and doétrines they embrace, whether they be gold, 
filver, and precious ftones, or whether wood, hay, 
and ftubble; the fire tries every man’s work, of 
what fort it is, and whether they will abide by 
them and their profeffion alfo, whether they will 
adhere to it ; and by this means he purges away 
_ their drofs and tin, and they come out of the 
furnace as pure gold in great luftre and brightnefs, 
as thofe in Rev. vii. 13, 14. now od was in this 
furnace and trying ; and he was confident that as 
he fhould come out of it, he fhould appear to 
prt advantage, pure and {potlefs ; though it may 
e, he may have refpett to his trial at the bar of 
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and integrity, and that he muft go from him ac- 
quitted and difcharged ; and therefore, for reafons 
unknown to him, declined the judging of him ; 
to this purpofe ‘farchi interprets the words, which 
may be rendered, for be knoweth the way that I 
take* ; and therefore will not be feen by me, nor 
appear to judge me: be hath tried me, again and 
again, and has feen the integrity of my heart, as 
Sephorno interprets it, and well knows my inno- 
cence; fee Pf. xvii. 3. and if he would try me 
again, I fhall come forth as gold, quite clear d all 
charges and imputations ; I’m able to ftand the 
{tricteft {crutiny : this he faid as confcious of his 
uprightnefs, and of his ftriétregard to the ways 
and word of Comes follows ; but this was a bold 
faying, and an unbecoming expreffion of his to 
God; and of which he afterwards was afhamed and | 
repented, when God appeared and fpoke to him 
out of the whirlwind. . 

y. 11: My foot bath held bis fleps, &c.] Trod 
in the fteps he has walked in ; he followed God 
clofely, imitated him in aéts of holinefs and righ- 
teoufnefs, of mercy; kindnefs, and beneficence ; 
and ke continued therein, as he fet his footin the 
fteps of God, which wereto him for an example, 
he perfifted therein ; as he followed on to know 
him, fo to imitate him, and walk worthy of him: 
his way have I kept , the way he prefcribed him, 
and directed him to’ walk in, the way of his com- 
malidments, which he obferved conftantly, and 
kept ; though not perfectly, yet with great de- 
light and pleafure, and fo as not to be chargeable 
with any grofs neglect of them, but in fome fenfe 
to walk in all of them blamelefs, as not to be cul- 
pable before men: and not declined ; from the way 
of God, did not turn afide from it to the right or 
left, or go into crooked paths with wicked men, 
or wickedly depart from his God; his ways and 
worlhip, as David fays, Pf. xviii. 21. 

y. 12. Neither have I gone back from the command- 
ment of bis lips, &c.| From any of the com- 
mandments his lips had uttered ; meaning not the 
ten commandments given to J/raé/, which perhaps 
as yet were not given, or had not come to the 
knowledge of Fob ; fome fpeak of the feven com- 
mandments, given to the fons of Noah; fee the 
note on Gea. ix. 4. It feems to defign any’ and 
every commandment that God had given to Noab 
or Abraham, ot any of the patriarchs, before the 
times of 5f0b, and which he had knowledge of, and 
which he carefully obferved, kept clofe to, and did 
not deviate from ; but made it the rule of his walk 
and practice : I bave efteemed the words of bis mouth 
more than my neceffary food ; the words of the Lord; 
the do¢trines of grace that came from his mouth, 
are food for faith ; there are in them milk for 
babes, and meat for {trong men ; they are favoury; 
falutary, and wholefome words, by which the peo- — 
ple of God are nourifhed up unto eternal life ; and 
they are efteemed by them more than the food that 
is neceflary and convenient for theit bodies ; fee 
Prov. xxx. 8. for as the foul is preferable to the- 
body, fo the food of the one is preferable to the 
food of the other, and is fweeter, as the words of 
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God are, to the 'tafte of a believer, than honey, or|fons ; though in what manner they are, we are not 
the honey-comb: or I have bid, or laid upy thelable to explain ; befides God was in Chrift, as me- 
words of bis mouth”; he had laid them up in his}diator, reconciling the world, choofing his people 
heart, in order to meditate upon them, and receive}in him, and bleffing them with all fpiritual bleffings 
comfort and fpiritual nourifhment from them whenlin him; though the true fenfe feems to be what is 
he fhould want it, as men lay up their food in a|before given, agreeable to our verfion, that God is 
proper place againft the time they wantit for their/in one mind, purpofe, and defign ; that his decrees 
fupport and refrefhment ; and ¥0d was more care-| are unchangeable and invariable, that he always 
ful to lay up the one than the other ; fee P/. cxix.|a¢ts according to them, and never alters them : and 
ar. here od meets with, and has refpect unto the| who can turn bim ? turn his mind, or caufe him to 
advice of Elipbaz, ch. xxii. 22. and fignifies that}change his counfel, and alter his purpofes ; or 
he had no need to have given him it, he had done|turn his hand; or ftop and ftay it from the execu- 
this already. tion of them ; it is not to be done by force and 
y. 13. But be isin one mind, &c.] Either with|power, for there is no power equal to his, and 
refpec&t to his commandments, every precept re-|much lefs fuperior to his ; which niatt be the cafe, 
mains in full force, he never alters the thing that is|if any could turn him: and though he may be 
gone out of his lips, or delivers out other com-|turned by the prayers of his people, and by the re- 
mandments different from, or contrary to what he|pentance of men, fo as to repent himfelf, and not 
has given ; and therefore 70d thought it his duty to|do what he has threatened to do; yet this is no 
abide by them, and notdecline from them ; which|change of his mind and counfels, only an altéra- 
is the fenfe of a Fewi/h commintator ©, connecting] tion in the courfe of his providence, or a change of 
the words with the precedin with refpect to his|his outward dealings with men, according to his 
difpenfations towards Fod in afflicting him; which|unchangeable will; fee Jf xiv.27. Dan. iv. 35. 
he continued notwithftanding his innocence, be-|and what bis foul defireth, even that he doth; that 
caufe he is a fovereign Being, and does whatfoever|is, what he himfelf defireth earneftly and vehe- 
he pleafes ; he is unchangeable in his purpofes and|mently ; he has done all things in creation accord- 
decrees; he is not to be wrought upon by any means|ing to the good pleafure of his will ; and he does all 
to alter his fixed courfe ; he is not to be contradict-|things in providence according to the counfel of it, 
ed nor refifted and this was the reafon why heland as feems beft in his fight ; and fo he does all 
would not be found by him, though he fought|things in grace, choofes whom he will, predefti- 
him fo earneftly and diligently, and why he would|nates to the adoption of children. according to the 
not hear him, and would not appear to try his}good pleafure of his will; redeems whom he 
caufe, though he knew he was innocent, becaufe|pleafes,. and calls by his grace, and brings to 
he was determined to go on to affliéthim,; and he/glory whomfoever he will be gracious to ; fee P/. 
never changes his mind, or alters his counfels onjcxv. 3. 
any account whatever. The Vulgate Latin verfion| y. 14. For be performeth the thing that is appoint- 
venders it, for be is alone ; and fo the Targum, ‘‘ if|ed for me, &c.] The fame word is ufed as at the 
he is alone, or the only one ;” there is none with|end of ¥. 12. where it is rendered, my neceffary 
hini to advife him, for with whom took be counfel ?\ food ; or appointed food, a certain portion of it; 
or to petfuade him to be of another mind, and|food convenient, daily bread; and this has led 
take contrary meafures, who might be applied to,|fome interpreters to take itin the fame fenfe here, 
to ufe their intereft with him to act in adifferent}and render it, be performeth my neceffary things * , 
manner ; but he is alone, there are none with him}or things neceffary for me; fupplies me with the 
that have any influence upon him, and can prevail|neceflaries of life, to which agrees the Targum, 
with him to do otherwife than he does; fome tran-|and fo Mr. Broughton , ** becayfe he hath furnith- 
flate the words, if be ads againft one’; againft aled me with my daily bread, and many fuch graces 
man in a .hoftile way, if he fets his face againft|are with him,” and which he did according to his 
him, and comes upon him as an enemy ; and fojunchangeable purpofes and decrees, and according 
Mr. Broughton, yet when be is againft me, who can\as his foul defired, and it pleafed him; and ths 
fiay bim? notwithftanding my innocence and in-jlaid Yob under greater obligation ftill to have re- 
teerity, though 1 keep his ways, and do not go|gard to his commandments, and the words of his 
back from his commandments. Some think there}mouth ; but rather it is to be underftood of the de- 
is aredundancy of a letter, which we tranflate 77, |crees and purpofes of God relating to Yod, to his 
and then the words will be read thus : Sut be is|perfon, cafe, and circumftances, throughout the 
one ; the one only living and true God ; this is the|whole courfe of his life hitherto: and indeed all 
voice of reafon and revelation, hear, O I/rael,|things relating to every individual perfon, as to 
the Lord thy God is-one Lord, for though there are|him, are appointed of God 3 and whatever he ap- 
three perfons in the godhead, father, fon, and|points, he performs: all things relative to their 
holy ghoft, thefe three are one God; and fo the|temporal life, the birth of perfons into the world, 
words are expreffive of the unity of the divine be-|and their continuance in it ; all the incidents in life, 
ing ; but this feems not to be 7od’s. fenfe : Aben|the places of their abode, their employments, cal- 
Ezra fays, the truth is, that the letter 9 is not ad-|lings, and occupations ; their riches and poverty, 
ded, is. no redundancy, and fhould be read 4¢ is in| profperity and adverfity ; all their afflictions, and 
ome; but fays he, I cannot explain it, there is a] which od has a fpecial regard to, the kind and 
great myftery init: what the 3few underftood not,{nature of them, their meafure and duration, and 
may be more clear and plain to us Chriffians, who|the end and ufe of them ; and death itfelf, which 
are taught the myftery of the in-being of the di-|clofes all things here, that is appointed of God, the 
vine perfons in each other, the father is in the fon,|time and circumftances of it, fee Eccl iii. 1, 2. 
and the fon is in the father, as they are divine per-|and fo all things relative to the fpiricual and eter- 
. ' ned 
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nal falvation of men; to fave men is the determi-] y.16. For God maketh my heart oft, &c.] Not 
nate will of God ; the perfons faved are appointed|tender as Fe/iahb’s was, or as the heart of eve 
by him to it,. and Céri/ is ordained to be the re-j penitent is, when God makes it humble and con- 
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deemer and faviour of them 5 whofe coming into|trite by his Spirit and grace, or takes away the _ 
the world for that purpofe was at the appointed|{tony heart, and gives an heart of flefh ; though ~ 


time called the fulnefs of time, and his going out} 70d had, fuch an heart, and God made it fo; bu n 
of it, or his fufferings and death, by which fal-|he means a weak, feeble, fearful heart, preffed and 
vation was accomplifhed, were in due time, and by|broken with afflictions, that could not endure and 
the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God.}bear up under the mighty hand of God ; but be- 
The converfion of men is according to the appoint-;came as water, and melted like wax in the midft» 
ment of God; they that are called are called ac-|of him, and was ready to faint, and fink, and die 
cording to his purpofe; the time of converfion,|away: and the Almighty troubleth me; by affliéting: 
the place where, and means whereby, are all fixed him ; afflictions caufe trouble, and thefe are of God; 
in the decrees and purpofes of God, and have their}or he. a/fonifkes *, amazes me, throws me into 
fure and certain accomplifhment ; and the feveral|the utmoft confternation, the reafon of which fol- 
' viciffitudes of diftrefs and comfort in fpiritual|lows.. bray 
things are as God has determined ; all the times of} y.17. Becaufe I was not.cut off before the dark-— 
his people are in his hands, and difpofed by him ; |ne/s, &c.) That. is, it was amazing to him, and’ 
times of temptation, darknefs, and defertion, and|troubled him when he thought of it, that he was 
times of peace, joy, and comfort ; the everlafting|not cut off by death, before the darknefs of affiic- 
happinefs itfelf is a kingdom prepared in the pur-jtions, or this dark difpenfation came upon him; 
pofes of God from the foundation of the world,|as fometimes righf€ous ones are taken from 
and is an inheritance obtained according to the pur-|the evil to come, as Methu/elab was before the 
pofe of him who has predeftinated unto it; and}flood ; and ob wonders this was not his cafe, Or 
{eeing God is all-wile, all-knowing, all-powerful, at leatt he wifhes it had had been ; for fo Aben 
faithful and true, what he appoints muft certain-| Ezra feems to underftand and read the words, why 
ly be performed : and many fuch things are with|was 1 not cut off, 8cc. as if, it was a wifh, and ex- 
him; befides what were appointed for od, and|preffive of hisdefire, that this had been done; which 
performed upon him, there were innumerable in-jis what he had expoftulated with God about at 
{tances in the world of God’s appointments, and the}firft, in the ¢dird chapter, and death was what he 
performance of them, both with refpet to good jalways defired, and {till continued to with for: or 
things, and evil things, mercies and bleffings, af-jelfe the fenfe is, that he was amazed that he was 
fliiions and troubles: or befides what God had |mot cut off, becaufe, at, through, or by darkuefs*, by 
performed with refpect to Fo, efpecially with re-}means of his afiictions ; he wondered how he was 
gard to his afflictions and fufferings, there were|fupported under them, and carried through them, 
ftill many more things to come, which were fecret}that they did not prefs him down to death; how 
in his breaft, and which he had decreed and ap-|fuch a poor wafted creature as he was, reduced to 
pointed, and would in due time be performed ;} {kin and bones, fhould ever be able to endure what 
though Fob knew not as yet what they were, whetherjhe did: neither bath he covered the darkue/s from my 
good or evil things, though he fuppofed the lat-| face; that I fhould not fee and feel the affli€tions I 
ter. do ; or rather, be bath covered the darkne/s from my 
¥. 15. Therefore am I troubled at bis prefence,\face, tor the word neither is not in the text, tho’ 
&c.] Not at bis gracious prefence, which he|repeated by many interpreters from the foregoing 
wanted, and every good man defires; but at his|claufe ; and then the fenfe is, though I am fenfi- 
appearance as an enemy, as he apprehended him, |ble of the darknefs of affliction upon me, yet he 
laying and continuing his afflictive hand upon|has covered it fo from me, that I cannot fee an 
him, and indeed at his appearance as a judge to|end of it, or any way to-efcape out of it; or which 
try his caufe ; for though he had moft earneftly|is the fenfe Drufius gives, he hath covered death 
defired it, yet when he thought of the fovereignty|and the grave from me, which is a flate of darknefs, 
of God, and the immutability of his counfels, and}a land of darknefs, or darknefs itfelf, as he calls it, 
of his perfect knowledge of all things ; and he not|ch. x. 21, 22. that he could not fee it, and enjoy it 5 
knowing what he had with him, and to bring out|he wifhed for death, but could not have it, it was 
againft him, when he came to the point, might be|hid from him.  Cocceius renders the words very 
troubled and fhrink back, fee Pf. Ixxvii. 3. when|differently, he, that is, God, hath covered bimfelf 
I confider, I am afraid of bim ; when he confidered| with darkne/s from my face , and interprets it of di- 
his terrible majefty, his fovereign will, his unalter-|vine defertion, which troubled and terrified Fob; 
able purpofes, his infinite wifdom, and almighty |and becaufe he thus covered himfelf as it were with 
power, his ftrict juftice, and fpotlefs purity ; heja cloud, this was the reafon why he knew not 
was afraid to appear before him, or afraid that|where he was, and could not find him, when 
fince many fuch things were with him he had already |he made the moft diligent fearch for him, and 


experienced, there were more to be brought forth, |this grieved and aftonifhed him, fee Lam. iii, — 


which might be greater and heavier ftill. 44. 


a ss5 95 me attonitum reddidit, Vatablus; confternavit me, Drufius, Mercerus, Cocceius, Michaelis ; externavit me, 
Sthultens, > "wT 23° propter tenebras, Pagninus, Pifcator, Cocceius; fo V.L, a tenebri:, Drufius; a pre- 
fentibus tenebris, Beza. 7 suey 
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5 Sees chapter contains the fecond part of ¥0b’s 
anfwer to the Jaft difcourfe of Eliphaz, in 
which he fhews that wicked men, thofe of the 
worft characters, profper in the world, and go 
through it with impunity ; he lays down this as a 
certain truth, that though no time is hid from 
_God, yet they that are moft familiar with him, 
and know moft of him, do not fee, and cannot 
obferve any days of his for judging and punifhing 
wicked men in this life, ¥. 1. and inftances in men 
guilty of injuftice, violence, oppreflion, cruelty 
and inhumanity to their neighbours, and yet'God 
lays not folly to them, or charges them with fin, 
and punifhes them for it, y. 2—12. and in per- 
fons that commit the moft atrocious crimes. in fe- 
cret, fuch as murderers, adulterers, and thieves, 
¥.13—17. he allows that there is a curfe upon their 
portion, and that the grave fhall confume them, and 
they fhall be remembred no more, ¥. 18, 19, 20. 
and becaufe of their ill treatment of others, tho’ 
they may be in fafety and profperity, and be exalt 
ed for a while, they fhall be brought low, and cut 
off by death, but generally fpeaking are not pu- 
nifhed in this life, ¥. 21-24. and concludes with 
the gréateft affurance of being in the right, and 
having truth on his fide, y. 25. 


y. 1. Why, feeing times are not hidden from the 
Almighty, 8c.j| Which feems to be an inference 
deduced from what.he had faid in ch. xxiii. 14. 
that fince all things are appointed by God, and his 
appointments are punctually performed ‘by him, 
the times of his carrying his purpofes and decrees 
into execution, cannot be hidden from him; for 
as he has determined what fhall be done, he has de- 
termined the time before appointed for the doing 
of them; as there is a purpofe for every thing under 
the heavens, there is a time fet for the execution 
of that purpofe, which muft be known unto God 
that has fixed it; for as all his works are known 
to him from the beginning, or from eternity, the 
times when thofe works fhould be wrought, muft 
alfo be known to him. The Vulgate Latin verfion 
reduces the words to a categorical propofition, 
times are not hidden from the Almighty , either tem- 
poral things, as Sephorno interprets it, things done 
in time, or the times of doing thofe things; no 
fort of time is hid from God ; time refpecting the 
world in general, its beginning, duration and end ; 
all feafons in it, day and night, fummer and win- 
ter, feed-time and harveft, which are all fixed and 
fettled by him; the feveral diftiné&t ages and _pe- 
riods of time, into which it has been divided ; the 
old and new world, the legal and gofpel-difpenfa- 
tion, the various generations in it; the four great 
monarchies of the world, their rife, and duration, and 

~ end, with all other leffer kingdoms and {tates ; time 
refpecting the inhabitants of the world, their coming 
into and paffing out of it in fucceffive generations, the 
time of their birth, and of their death, and of adver-- 
fity and profperity, which interchangeably take place 
during their abode in it; and particularly the peo- 


ple of God, the time of their redemption by Chrift,|Yod feems to refer to what Eliphaz had faid, ch. 


© Aben Ezra, Nachmanides, & Simeon Bar Tzemach. 
Junius & Tremellius. 


Vor. Ill. N° 1:2. 


of their converfion by the grace of God, and all 
their times of darknefs, defertion, temptation and 
afflictions, and of peace, joy and comfort ; time, 
paft and future, refpeéting the church of God, and 
the ftate of it, and all things relative thereunto 3 
and the times of J/rael’s affliGtion in a land not 
theirs, 400 years, and of their 70 years captivity 
in Babylon, were not hidden from the Almighty, 
but foretold by him; the fuffering times of the 
church under the New Teftament; the ten perfe- 
cutions of it by the Roman emperors; the flight 
and nourifhment of it in the wildernefs for a time, 
and times, and half a time ; the treading down of 
the holy city 42 months; the witneffes prophe- 
fying in fackcloth 1260 days; the killing of them, 
and their bodies lying unburied three days and a 
half, and then rifing; the reign of antichrift 42 
months, at the end of which antichriftian time 
will be no more; the time of Chrift’s coming to 


judgment, which is a day appointed, though un- 


known to men and angels, and the reign of Chrift 
on earth 1000 years; all thefe times are not hid- 
den from, but known to the Almighty, even all 
time, paft, prefent and to come, and all things 
that have been, are, or fhall be done therein. Se- 
veral ‘fewi/ob commentators ‘ interpret thefe words 
as an expoftulation or wifh, why are not times hid- 


den, &c. if they were, I fhould not murmur at it, 


that thofe that know him don’t know what fhall 
be; but he knows the times and days in which 
wicked men will do wickednefs, why is he filent ? 
Mr. Broughton, and others *, render them, why are 


not, or why fhould not times be hidden by the Al- 


mighty ? that is, be hidden in his own breaft from 
men, as they are ; for the times and feafons, it is 
not for man to know, which God has put in his 
own power, és i. 6. as the times of future trou- 
bles, of a man’s death, and the day of judgment; 
itis but right and fit on many accounts, that they 
fhould be hid by him from them; but others of 
later date tranflate the words perhaps much better, 
why are not certain ftated times laid up, or referved by 
the Almighty* ? that is, for punifhing wicked men in 
this life, as would be the cafe od fuggefts, if it was 
true what his friends had afferted, that wicked men 
are always punifhed here : and then upon this an- 
other queftion follows, why do they that know him 
not fee bis days ? that know him not merely by the 
light of nature, but, as revealed in Chrift; and 
that have not a mere knowledge of him, but a 
fpiritual and experimental one ; who know him fo 
as to love him, believe in him, fear, ferve and 
worfhip him ; and who have a greater knowledge 
of him than others may have, and have an inti- 
mate acquaintance and familiarity with him, are 
his bofom-friends ; and if there are fixed times for 
punifhing the wicked in this life, how comes it to 
pafs that thefe friends of God, to whom he reveals 
his fecrets, can’t fee and obferve any fuch days and 
times of his as thefe? but, on the contrary, ob- 
ferve, even to the {tumbling of the greateft faints, 
that the wicked profper, and increafe in riches. 
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xxii. 19. which he here tacitly denies, and proves |not meet them, left they fhould infult them, beat — 


the contrary by various inftances, as follows. 

y.2. Some remove the land-marks, &c.) An- 
tiently fet to diftinguifh one man’s land from an- 
other, to fecure property, and_preferve from en- 
croachments; but fome were fo wicked, as either 
fecretly in the night to remove them,'or openly 
to do it, having power on their fide, pretending 
they were wrong {et ; this was,not only prohibited 
by the law of God, and pronounced an accurfed 
thing, Deus. xix. 14. and xxii. 17. but was reckon- 
ed fo before the law was given, being known to be 
fuch by the light of nature, as what was now, 
and here condemned, was before that law was in 
being ; and fo we find that this was accounted an 
execrable thing among the heathens, -who had a 
deity they called Fupiter Terminalis, who was ap- 
pointed ‘over bounds and Jand-marks; fo Numa 
Pompilius appointed ftones to be fet as bounds to 
every one’s Jands, and dedicated them toFupiter Ter- 
minalis, and ordered that thofe that.removed them 
fhould be flain as facrilegious perfons, and they 
and their oxen devoted to deftruction ‘: fome ren- 
der it, they touch the land-marks*, as if to touch 
them was unlawful, and therefore much more to 
remove them: they violently take away flocks, and 
feed thereof; not. content with a fheep or a lamb, 
they took away whole flocks, and that by force 
and violence, openly and publickly, and flew them, 
and fed on them ; or elfe took them and put them 
into their own grounds, or fuch as they had got 
by encroachments from. others, where they ted 
them without any fear of men; which fhows the 
effrontery and impudence of them, 

¥.3. They drive away the afs of the fatherle/s, 
&c.] Who are left deftitute of friends, and have 
none to take care of them, and provide for them ; 
and who having one afs to carry their goods for 


them, from place to place, or to ride upon, which) 


though a creature of no great worth, yet of fome 
ufefulnefs, this they drove away from its pafture, 
or however from its right owner; and who having 
but one, ’twas the more cruel and inhuman to take 
it from him, fee 2 Sam. xil. 3, 4. they take the 
widow's ox for a pledge; or oxen, the fingular for 
the plural, with which her lands were ploughed, 
for a fingle ox could be but of little fervice : fome 
render it a cow*, by the milk of which fhe and 
her family were chiefly fupported, as many poor 
country-families are by the means of a good milch 
cow; and to take this, on which her livelihood 
depended, and retain for a pledge, was very bar- 
barous; when the law concerning pledges took 
place among the Fews, in the times of Mo/es, which 
it feems was in being before with others, what{o- 
ever was ufeful to perfons, either to keep them 
warm, or by which they got their bread, were not 
to be taken, at leaft not detained for a pledge, fee 
Exod. xxii. 26, 27. Deut. xxiv. 6, 12, 13. 

y. 4. They turn the needy out of the way, &c.] 
Either in a moral fenfe, out of the right way, 
the way of righteoufnefs and truth, by their ill 
examples, or by their threatenings or flatteries ; 
or, ina civil fenfe, out of the way of their live- 
lihood, by taking that from them by which they 
got it; or, in a literal fenfe, obliging them to turn 
out of the way from them, in a fupercilious and 
haughty manner, or caufing them, through fear 


of them; to get out of the way, that they might] 


f Dion. Halicarnaff. & Feftus apud San&tium in loc. Vid. Rycquium de Capitol. Roman, c. 14. Ovid. Fafti, 1. 
& 4x attigerunt, Pagninus, Bolducius ; attingunt, Vatablus. : : 
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and abufe them, or take that little from them they 
had, as follows: the poor of the earth bide them-— 
elues together; who are not only poor in purfe, 
but poor in fpirit, meek, humble and lowly, and 
have not fpirit and courage to ftand againft fuch 
oppreflors, but are eafily crufhed by them, thefe 
through fear of them hide themfelves:in holes and 
corners in a body, in a large company together, 
left they fhould fall into their cruel hands, and be 
ufed by them in a barbarous manner, fee, Prov. 
XXvili, 28. MM POU, 
y. 5. Behold, as «wild affes in. the defort,| Ste.) 
The word as is a. fupplement, and may be amit- 
ed, and the words be interpreted literally: of awild 
affes, as they are by Sepborno, whofe’ properyplace — 
is in the wildernefs, to, which they are-uféd, and 
where, their food is provided for them, and which 
they diligently feek for for them and their young ; 


and fo the words may be defcriptive of the place ~ 


where the poor hide themfelves, and of the com- 
pany they are obliged to keep ; but the Targum 
fupplies the note of fimilitude as we do; and 


others ‘ obferve it to,be wanting, and fo it may re+ 


fpect wicked men. before deferibed, who may be 
compared to the wild-afles of the wildernefs for 
their folly and ftupidity, man being born like a 
wild afs’s colt, ch. xi. 12. and for their Juft and 
wantonnefs, and for their unfubjeétion to God and 
his laws, and their unteachablenefs. Perhaps fome 
regard may be had to the wild drabs that were in 
Yob’s neighbourhood, the defcendants of Ibmael, 
called the wild man, as he is in Gen. xvi. 12. who 
lived by plunder and robbery, as thefe here: they 
go forth to ther work ; of thieving and ftealing, 


robbing and plundering, as their trade, and bufi- 


nefs, and occupation of life, and as naturally and 
conftantly as men go to their lawful employment, 


and as if it was one : rif/ing betimes for a prep; get- , 


ting up early in a morning to meet the induftrious 
traveller on the. road, and make a prey of bim; 
rob him of what he has about him; for they can’s 
fleep unlefs they do mifchief : the wilderne/s yield- 
eth food for them, and for their children; though 
they are.lurking in a wildernefs where no iufte- 
nance is to be had, yet by robbing every one 
that pafles by, they get a fufficiency tor them and 
their families ; though fome underftand all this of 
the poor, who are obliged to hide themfelves from 
their oppreffors, and go into the wildernefs in droves 
like wild affes, and as timorous and as fwift as they 
in fleeing ; and are forced to hard fervice, and ta. 
rife betimes to earn their bread, and get fuftenance 
for their families; and who in the main are obliged 


to live on berries and roots, and what a wild defare 
will afford ; but the word prey is not applicable 
to the pains and labours of fuch induftrious peo- 
ple, wherefore the former fenfe is beft and be- 


fides, there feems to be one continued account of © 


wicked men. Tye ee 

¥. 6. They reap every one his corn in the field, 
&c.} Not the poor, who are obliged to reap the 
corn of the wicked for them without any wages, 
as fome ; but rather the wicked reap the corn of 
the poor; they are fo infolent and impudent, that 
they don’t take the corn out of their barns by 
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ftealth, but whilft it is ftanding in the field; they _ 


come openly and reap it down, as if it was theig 
own, without any fear of God or mem: it is ob- 
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ferved, that the word * fignifies a mixture of the 
orer forts of corn, which is fcarce any thing 


tter than food for cattle ; yet this they cut down 


and carry off, as forage for their horfes and affes 


at leaft. Some of the antient verfions taking it to 
be two words, render them, which is not their own'; 
they go'into a field that is not theirs, and reap corn 
that don’t belong to them, that they have no right 
unto, and fo are guilty of great injuftice, and of 
doing iniury to others: and they gather the vin- 
tage of the wicked gather the grapes off of the 
vines of wicked men, which are gathered, as the 
word fignifies, at the latter end of the year, in 
autumn ; and though they belong to wicked men 
like themfelves, yet they {pare them not, but feize 
on al] that come to hand, whether the property of 
good menor bad men; and thus fometimes one 
wicked man is an inftrument of punifhing another : 
or the wicked gather the vintage™;, that is, of the 
‘ poor; as they reap where they have not fown, they 
gather of that they have not planted. 
¥.7. They caufe the naked to lodge without clothing, 
&c.] That is, fuch as are poorly clothed, thinly 
arrayed, have fcarce any thing but rags, and yet 
fo cruel the wicked men above defcribed, that they 
take thefe away from the poor, and even their bed- 
clothes, which feem chiefly defigned ; fo that they 
are obliged to lodge or lie all night without any 
thing upon them : shat they have no covering in the 
cold, neither in the day-time, nor in the night, 
and efpecially the latter; and having no houfe to 
go to, and obliged to lay themfelves down upon 
the bare ground, had nothing to cover them from 
the inclemency of the weather; for even in hot 
countries nights are fometimes cold, and large dews 
fall, yea fometimes it is a froft, fee Gen. xxxi. 40. 
¥.8. They are wet with the foowers of the moun- 
tains, &c.} They that are without any clothes to 
cover them, lying down at the bottom of a hill or 
mountain, where the clouds often gather, and there 
break, or the fnow at the top of them melts thro’ 
the heat of the day; and whether by the one or 
by the other, large ftreams of water run down 
the mountains, and the naked poor, or fuch who 
are thinly clothed, are all over wet therewith, as 
Nebuchadnezzar’s body was with the dew of hea- 
ven, when he was driven from men, and lived 
among beafts : and embrace the rock for want of a 
foelter 5 or habitation, as the Zargum; having no 
houfe to dwell in, nor any raiment to cover them, 
they were glad to get into the hole of a rock, ina 
cave or den there, and where fome good men in 
former times were obliged to wander, Hed. xi. 38. 
and whither mean perfons in the time and country 
in which Fob lived, were driven to dwell in, fee 
ch. xxx. 6. 
¥. 9. They pluck the fatherlefs from the breaft, &c.] 
Either on purpofe to ftarve it, which muft be ex- 
tremely barbarous; or to fell it to be brought up a 
flave ; or by obliging the mother to wean it before 
the due time, that fhe might be the better able to 
do work for them they obliged her to. Mr. Brough- 
ton renders the words, of mifchievoufne/s they rob 
the fatherlefs , that is, through the greatnefs of the 
mifchief they do, as Bex Gerfom interprets it ; or 
through the exceeding mifchievous difpofition they 
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are of, of which this is a flagrant inftance; or 
** they rob the fatherlefS of what remains for him 
after {poiling *,” or devaftation, through the plun- 
der of his father’s fubftance now dead, which was 
exceeding’ cruel: and take a pledge of the poor; 
either the poor himfelf, or his poor fatherlefs chil- 
dren, fee 2 Kings iv. 1. or what is upon the poor °, 
as it may be rendered ; that is, his raiment, which 
was commonly taken for a pledge ; and by a law 
afterwards eftablifhed in J/rael, was obliged to be 
reftored before fun-fet, that he might have a cover- 
ing to fleep in, Exod. xxii. 26, 27. fee the note on 
echetexit 6. 

¥. 10. They caufe him to go naked without cloth- 
ing, &c.] Having taken his raiment from him 
for a pledge, or refufing to give him his wages for 
his work, whereby he might procure clothes to 
cover him, but that being with-held, is obliged to 
go naked, or next to it: and they take away the 
Joeaf from the hungry, the Vulgate Latin verfion 
renders it, ears of corn, fuch as the poor man 
plucked as he walked through a corn-field, in or- 
der to rub them in his hand,. and eat of, as the 
difciples of Chrift, with which the Phari/ees were 
offended, Luke vi. 1. and which, according to a 
law in Zfrael, was allowed to be done, Deut. xxili. 
25. but now fo fevere were thefe wicked men to 
thefe poor perfons, that they took away from them 
fuch ears of corn: but itis more likely that this 
fheaf was what the poor had gleaned, and what 
they had been picking up ear by ear, and had 
bound up into a fheaf, in order to carry home and 
beat it out, and then prind the corn of it, and 
make a loaf of it to fatisfy their hunger; but fo 
cruel and hard-hearted were thefe men, that they 
took it away from them, which they had been all, 
or the greateft part of the day, picking up ; un- 
lefs it can be thought there was a cuftom in od’s 
country, which was afterwards a Jaw among the 
Fews, that if a fheaf was forgotten by the owner, 
and left in the field when he gathered in his corn, 
he was not to go back for it, and fetch it, but 
leave it to the poor, Deut. xxiv. 19. but thefe 
men would not fuffer them to have it, but took 
it away from-them ; or the words may be render- 
ed, as they are by fome, the hungry carry the fheaf *; 
that is, of their rich oppreffive mafters, who hav- 
ing reaped their fields for them, and ‘bound up 
the corn in fheaves, carry it home for them; and 
yet they do not fo much as give them food for 
their labour, or wages to purchafe food to {fatisfy 
their hunger, and fo dealt with them worfe than the 
oxen were, according to the Yewi/b law, which 
were not to be muzzled when they trod out the 
corn, but might eat of it, Deut. xxv. 4. i 

y. 11. Which make oil within their walls, &c.] 
Not the poor within their own walls; as if the fenfe 
was, that they made their oil in a private manner 
within the walls of their houfes, or in their cellars, 
left it fhould be known and taken away from them; 
for fuch can’t be thought to have had olive-yards 
to make oil of ; rather within the walls of their 
rich mafters, where they were kept clofe confined 
to their work, as if in a prifon; or within the walls 
and fences of their olive-yards, where their olive- 
prefies ftood ; or beft of all within the rows of 
their 
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their olive-trees, as the word fignifies, where hav- 
ing gathered the olives, they preffed out the oil in 
the tats; and this they did at noon, in the heat of 
the day, as the word ' for making oil is obferved by. 
fome to fignify, and yet had nothing given them 
to quench their thirft, as follows: and ¢read their 
wine-prefjes, and fuffer thirft ; after having gather- 
ed their grapes from their vines for them, they trod 
them in the wine-prefles, and made their wine, 
and yet would not allow them to drink of it to 
allay their thirft. 

¥. 12. Men groan from out of the city, &c.] Be- 
caufe of the oppreflions and injuries done to them, 
fo that not only the poor in the country that were em- 
ployed in the fields, and olive-yards, and vine-yards, 
were uled exceeding ill; butevenin cities, where not 
only are an abundance of people, and fo the outrages 
committed upon them, which made them groan, 
were done openly and publickly, with great info- 
lence and impudence, but where alfo courts of ju- 
dicature were held, and yet in defiance of law and 
juttice were thofe evils done, fee Eccl. iii. 16. and 
the foul of the wounded crieth out; that is, the perfons 
wounded with the fword, or any other inftrument 
of vengeance, {tabbed as they went along the public 
ftreets of the city, where they fell, thefe cried out 
vehemently as fuch perfons do; fo audacious, as 
well as barbarous, were thefe wicked men, that in- 
fulted and abufed them: yet God layeth not folly to 
them ; it is for the fake of this obfervation, that 
the whole above account is given of wicked men, 
as well as what follows; that though they are guilty 
of fuch atrocious crimes, fuch inhumanity, cruelty 
and oppreffion in town and country, unheard- 
of, unparalleled iniquities, fins to be punifhed by 
a judge, yet are fuffered of God to pafs with 
impunity. By folly is meant fin; not leffer fins 
only, little foolifh, trifling things, but greater and 
grofler ones, fuch as before expreffed ; all fin is 
tolly, being the breach of a law which is holy, 
juft and good, and expofes to its penalty and curie; 
and againit God the lawgiver, who is able to fave 
and to deftroy; and as it is hurtful and prejudicial, 
either to the characters, bodies, or eftates of men, 
and efpecially to their immortal fouls; and yet 
God that charges his angels with folly did not 
charge thefe men with it; that is, he feemed 
in the outward dealings of his Providence towards 
them, as if he took no notice of their fins, but 
connived atthem, or took no account of them, 
and did not take any methods in his providence to 
fhew their folly, and convince them of it, nor dif- 
cover it to others, and make them publick exam- 
ples, did not punifh them, but let them go on in 
them without controul ; and this Yd obferves, in 
order to prove his point, that wicked men are not 
always punifhed in this life. 

y¥.13. They are of thofe that rebel againft the light, 
&c.] The light of nature, acting contrary to the dic- 
tates of their own confciences, in being guilty of the 
inhumanity, barbarity and cruelty they were charge- 
able with in the above inftances; or the light of 
the law, as the Targum; though as yet the law of 
the ten commandments was not in being; or how- 
ever was not known to thefe perfons ; or againft 
God himfelf who is light, and in him no darknefs 
at all, is clothed with it, and is the father of lights 
unto his creatures, the light of lights, and the 
light of the world, from whom all light, natural, 
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fin is a rebellion againft God, and betrays the en- 
mity of the carnal mind to him, is an act of ho- 


{tility againft him, and fhews men to be enemies | 


in their minds to him: ¢hey know not the ways 
thereof ; the ways of light, but prefer the ways of 
darknefs to them ; or the ways of God, the ways 
of his commandments, which he has preferibed 
for men, and direéted them to walk in; thefe they 
know not, are wilfully ignorant of, defire notthe 
knowledge of them, and will be at no pains to 
get any acquaintance with them ; or they approve 
not of them, they are not pleafing to them, and 
they chufe not to walk in them : zor abide in the paths 
thereof , if at any time they are got into the paths 


jof light, truth and righteoufnefs, or in the ways 


of God’s commandments, and do a few good ac- 
tions, they don’t continue therein, but quickly go 
out of the way again, leave the paths of righteouf- 
nefs to walk in the ways of darknefs, Prov. ii. 13. 
Some interpreters underftand thefe words entirely 
of natural light, and of men who are like owls 
and bats that flee from the light, who are authors 


*. as 


ai Ys 
* 


of the works of darknefs, and do what they do in — 


the dark fecretly, and hate the light, and don’t 
chufe to come unto it, that their deeds may not be 
reproved ; and fo now Yed enters upon the account 
of another fett of men different from the former, 
who did what they did openly, in the face of the 
fun, and before all men; but thefe he is now about 


to defcribe, are fuch who commit iniquity fecretly - 


and privately, and inftances in the murderer, adul- 
terer, and thief, in the following verfes. 


y. 14. The murderer rifing with the light, &c.] - 


The light of the morning, before the fun is rifen, 
about the time the early traveller is fet out on his 
journey, and men go to diftant markets to buy 
and fell goods, and the poor labourer goes forth 
to his work ; then is the time for one that is ufed 
to commit robbery and murder, to rife from his 
bed, or from his lurking-place, in a cave, or a 
thicket, where he has lain all night, in order to 
neet with the above perfons: and fo killeth the 


poor and needy; takes away from them the little they 


have, whether money or provifions, and kills them 
becaufe they have no more, and that they may not 
be evidence againft him, it may be meant of the 
poor faints and people of God, whom the wicked 
flay out of hatred to them: and in the night is as 


a thief ; kills privately, fecretly, at an unawares, 


as the thief does his work; or the as here is not a 
note of fimilitude or likenefs, but of reality and 
truth ; and fo Mr. Broughton renders the words, 
and in the night be will be as a thief; in the morn- 
ing he is a robber on the highway, and a mur- 
derer; all the day he is in his lurking-place, in 
fome haunt or another, fleeping or caroufing; and 
when the night comes on, then he aéts the part of 
a thief; in the morning he not only robs, but mur- 
ders, that he mayn’t be detected; at night he only 
fteals, and not kills, becaufe men are afleep, and 
fee him not. Se Be 
¥.15. The eye alfoof the adulterer waiteth for 
the twilight, &c.|} Not of the morning, which 
would not give him time enough to fatiate his luft, 
but of the evening, that he may have the whole 
night before him to gratify his impure defires, and 
that thefe may be indulged in the moft private and. 


s Aben Ezra, Ben Gerfom, 


fecret manner ; and having fixed the time in the ~ 
evening with his adulterefs, he waits with impa- 
fpiritual, and eternal, fprings ; which is the fenfe|tience, and earneftly wifhes and longs for its com 
of moft of the Fewifh commentators * ; and every ing, and diligently looks out for the clofe 


. 
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and takes the firft opportunity of the darknefs of] they can; the fame fins were committed, and the 


the evening to fet out on his adventure, fee Prov. 
vii. 7 — g. and the eye is particularly obferved, 
not only becaufe that is the inftrument by which, 


the twilight is difcerned, and is induftrioufly em- 
ployed in looking out for it, but is full of adul- 
tery, as the apoftle Peter exprefles it, 2 Pet. ii. 
14. it is what is the inlet to this fin, the leader-on 
to it, the caterer for it, and the nourifher and 
cherifher of it, fee ch. xxx.1. faying, no eye fhall fee 
me; no eye of man, which fuch an one is careful 
to guard againft ; and efpecially the eye of the 
hufband of the adulterefs, whofe raging jealouty 
will not fpare the adulterer, but take revenge on 
him by an immediate difpatch of him. And few 
care to have it known by any, that they are guilty 
of this fin, becaufe it brings difhonour and reproach 
upon them, which cannot be wiped off; the fact 
of Abfalom going into his father’s concubines in 
the fight of all J/rae/, and lying with them in the 


face of the fun, is the moft notorious inftance of 


this kind to be read ; ufually both fexes chufe the 
utmoft fecrefy. Potiphar’s wife took the opportu- 
nity to tempt Yo/eph when none of the men of the 
houfe were within; and when Ammon intended to force 
his fifter, he ordered all the men to be had out of 
the room: and moreover, the adulterer foolifhly 
fancies, that God fees him not, or at leaft is not 
concerned about that ; though there is no darknefs 
where fuch workers of iniquity can hide themfelves 
from his all-feeing eye, the darknefs and the light 
are both alike to him. Thefe men are like the 
oftrich, which thrufting its head into a thicket, as 
Tertullian * obferves, fancies it is not feen; fo 
children cover their faces, and becaufe they fee 
none, think that no body fees them; and as weak 
and childifh a part do fuch aét, who imagine that 
their evil deeds, done in the dark, are not feen by 
him, before whom every creature is made manifetft, 
and all things are naked and open: and di/guifeth 
his face; puts a mafk upon it, that he may not be 
known by any he meets, when upon his amorous 
adventure, as harlots ufed to cover themfelves with 
a vail, Gen. XxXxviil. 14, 15. , 

¥. 16. In the dark they dig thro’ boufes, which they 
had marked for themfelves in the day-time, &c.] Which 
fome underftand of adultererslaft mentioned, who 
having obferved where beautiful women dwell, mark 
their houfes, and the way to them, and the beft way 
into them, and in the dark get in at windows, or 
by breaking open doors get to the perfons they 
luft after ; but as fuch fteps would be neither fafe 
nor prudent, fo they are not neceffary ; fuch fort 
of perfons get admittance in an eafier way, either 
by bribing fervants, or by a previous agreement 
with the adulterefs herfelf: rather this is to be 
underftood of the thief and his companions, be- 
fore fpoken of ; or defigns another fort of thieves, 
fuch as are guilty of burglary, houfe-breakers, 
who in the day-time go about and obferve fuch 
houfes as are full of money, plate, and rich goods, 
fee ch. iii. 15. and take diligent notice of the way 
to them, and which is the beft and eafieft part to 
get into them, and perhaps fet on them a private 
mark that they may know them; thefe they break 
up, the walls, or doors, or windows, and get in 
at them, and rob, and plunder, and carry off all 
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fame methods of committing them were ufed, for- 
merly as now; there was a law in J/rael concern- 
ing houfe-breaking, Exod. xxii. 2. and our Lord 
alludes to it, Matt. xxiv. 43, 44. Some render 
the words, they feal up, or fhut up themfelves in the 
day ;“ in their caves, and dens, and lurking places, 
and don’t appear, and fcarce ever fee the light, and 
therefore it follows : they know not the light; it is 
feldom or ever feen by them, or they don’t approve 
of it, like it, and love it, being not for their pur- 
pofe ; whilft it is light they can do nothing, that 
manifeftly difcovers and betrays them, and therefore 
they hate it; and in a figurative fenfe they know not, 
or do not approve of the light of nature, which checks 
and controuls fuch evil actions, and accufes them of 
them ; nor the light of God’s word, or holy law, 
which forbids them, and therefore they defpife ir, 
and caft it away from them, and will.not be fub- 
je&t to it; nor God himfelf, who is light, and 
againft whom their carnal minds are enmity ; and 
whatever knowledge they have of him, or profefs 
to have, in works they deny him, and live with- 
out him, as atheifts in the world. 

¥.17. For the morning is to them even as the 
Jhadow of death, &c.| It is as difagreeable, and 
as hateful, and as terrible to them as the groffeft 
and thickeft darknefs can be to others. The word 
JM is to be rendered either a/ike or altogether, 
and not even as in our verfion: the morning is to 
them equally or together” , that is, to the murderer, 
robber, thief, adulterer, and houfe-breaker, as the 
Joadow of death ; alike difagreeable to them all ; 
or the fhadow of death is to them together or alike as 
the morning ; what the morning is to others, ex- 
ceeding pleafant and delightful, that to them is 
the fhadow of death, or the darkeft night; they 
love darknefs rather than light : if one know them, 
they are in the terrors of the foadow of death ; they 
are frightened unto death, they are in as great ter- 
ror as a man is, to whom death is the king of 
terrors; and who is fenfible of the near approach 
of it, the plain and manifeft fymptoms of it be- 
ing upon him: this is the cafe of the murderer, 
adulterer, and thief, when they are catched in the 
fat; or are known by fuch who are capable of giving 
notice of them, detecting them, and bearing wit- 
nefs againft them: or be, each and every one of 
thefe, knows the terrors of the foadow of death*, 
the darkeft night, which ftrikes terrors into others, 
is known by them, is delighted in by them, is fa- 
miliar with them, and friendly to them, and is as 
pleafing as the brighteft day to others, 

y. 18. He is fwift as the waters, &c.] Or upon 
the face of the waters”; which fome interpret of 
another fett and fort of wicked men, guilty of 
like crimes, not on land, but upon the mighty 
waters ; pirates, fuch that commit robberies upon 
the high feas, who generally chufe the fwifteft vef- 
fels to run from place to place for their prey, and 
to carry off their booty when purfued ; whofe 
manner of life is deteftable to other perfons ; and 
efpecially they are curfed by thofe on land, who 
fuffer by robbing the fhips of their goods they 
fend abroad ; but thefe men beft like fuch a man- 
ner of life, and prefer it to any thing by land, 
to agriculture or cultivation of vineyards, which 

they 
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they have no regard unto, as is. Bppbied to be i in- 
timated by the following claufes ; ; but it is greatly 
to be queftioned, whether there were any fuch 
perfons, or that/fuch pra€tices obtained fo early as 
the times of od. Schultens thinks Sodomites are 
meant, who are moft profufe to luft, and flow in it 
like water, plow the accurfed field, by going after 
ftrange fiefh, and have no regard to lawful mar- 
riage, or honeft wives, comparable to vines and 
vineyards ; but I fhould rather think thofe guilty 
of the fin of Ozan are meant, who have no regard 
to the propagation of pofterity. Others, as Ben 
Gerfom, are of opinion, that this refers to the above 
perfons, murderers, adulterers, and thieves ; who, 
being confcious of their crimes and due deferts, 
and in danger of being taken up, and brought to 
jut punifhment, flee to the fea with all the Hafte 
they can, take fhipping, and go abroad into foreign 
parts; where they dwell in défolate and unculti- 
tivated places of the earth, which are curfed, or 
nigh unto curfing, and never more fee pleafant 
fields, gardens, orchards; and vineyards : though 
others fuppofe that thefe words defcribe the temper 
and difpofition of fuch wicked perfons, who are 
wnftable as water, carried about as any light 
thing’upon the water with every «wind of tempta- 
‘tion, run fwiftly into evil, and make hafte to com- 
mit fin; thoagh it feems beft of all, to interpret 
the words as fe fpecting the ftate of wicked men at 
death, who then pafs away fwiftly and fuddenly as 
gliding waters, and are lighter or fwifter than the 
waterssias Mr. Broughton renders the words: their 
portion is curjed in the earth; that part and portion 
of the good things of this world they have, is with 
a@curle; their very bleffings are curfed, and what 
they leave behind has a curfe entailed on it, and, 
jn procefs of time,’ is ‘blafted, and comes to no- 
thing 3°for the’ curfe ofthe Lord isin the houfe of 
the wicked, Prov. iii. 33. be beboldeth not the way 
of -the vineyards; as in their life-time they had no 
‘yegard:to*the way of good and'righteous men, of 
whom, Jarchi in’a myftical fenfe interprets the vine- 
yards ; fo at death they are taken away from all 
their worldly enjoyménts they fet their hearts upon ; 
their: places know them no more, and: they no 
more fee their fields, and vineyards, and olive- 
yards, and'take*no more walks unto them nor in 
them. . , 
. yotg. Drought and heat confume the fnow-waters, 
&c:] Melt the {now into water, and dry up that, 
which.is' done eafily; quicky,: and fuddenly : fo 
doth #he grave thofe. which have Fi nned ; all have 
finned, but fome are more notorious’ finners than 
‘others, as | thofe: here’meant ; and‘all die ‘and are 
laid in ‘the grave, ‘and ‘are ‘confumed; hence the 
grave is called ‘the pit ‘of corruption aiid deftruc- 
tion, ‘becatife bodies’ are: corrupted’ and deftroyed in 
it, and which is the cafe of all, both good and bad 
mens but the metaphor here uted to yexprels it by, 
of the .confumption'of fhow-water by drought and| ° 
heats’ denotes either thac the death of thefe perfons not, &c.] Here Job. ret tO g 
is fudden” and" violent, ‘and in fuch a manner are}account of the fins of fo el ke 
broughr'to the grave, confumed there; that they die aa inthis’ par ke: I, a 
a fudden death; and befofe their time, and don’t live 3 aid peaks aie 
out half the days, ‘which; “according to the courfe of |b are barre 
naturey they might Hrave'lived 5 5 or it was’ expected | ate eh cont a" ihm 
by them and others they’ would ; whereas they ate] ill that they may bé | a d 
Jnatched away, as. the word fignifies, as fuddenly} having no pleafure in them, 
and violently as fhow-w waters are by the drought a1 and ver. 18. and fome inter 
Reet Or elfe; “that their’ death is quick, ae ip ingins, who 0 a ; bore ¢ 
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and eafy, as {ho ¥§ Quickly 
water as foon, and as eafily ¢ cp ie ' 
and heat 5 they do not Ii ie | g Unde r 


any pain ; ‘they die i in their fal fr a 
eale, and quiet; which fenfe well 
feope and defign, - fee ch. xxi. 23.0 
Some render the words, in the drough 
rob, and in the {now-waters* ; that i 
all times and feafons of the year,’ fal ir 
ter; and this is their conftant trade and 
they are always at it, “lec the weather be 
will: and they fin unto the grave, of Ba 
continue in theic wicked courfe of lifé as Ie 
they live, until they are brought to the en 
live and die in fin. at) 
¥. 20. The womb fall forget bim, &c.] } o- 
ther that bore him; or his wife, by whom ji ad 
many children ; or tHe friend, as Gerfom, who had 
a tender and affectionate refpeét for him ; thefe all, 
and each of them, either becaufe of his wicket life 
and infamous death, care not to fpeak of him, but 
bury him in obitVicn ? ; or becaufe of his — juiet and 
eafy death, are not diftreffed with it, but oon for- - 
get him ; unlefs this is to be underftood of the womb 
of the ear in which being buried, he’ Ties for- 
gotten, to which the next claufe rees 
fome interpret it of God himfelf, th 
the fignification of mercy’; who, th 
felf, is rich and abundant in it, yet | 
for, nor fhews any favour to, fuch Sia 1; 
lie in the grave among thofe whom he re ne 
more, in a way of grace and favour, P 
the worm fhall feed funetthy on bim , for Soe QF ought 
to the grave at once, without any wa wal as em- 
per, isa fine repaft for worms, his brea 
full of milk, and. his bones moiftened wit cue 
row, and full of flefh; or the worm is feveet, wita 
bim* he'feels no pain by its feeding « on him ‘and 
fo she fenfe is jaft the fame with that expre lion, the 
clods of the valley foall be fweet unto him ch. xxi. 
33. be feall be 10 ‘more remembered, with any mark 
of honour and refpeét ; his memory fhall rot with 
him, whilft the rightéous are had in everlafting 
remembrance; or rather dying a common, deat 
and not made a public example of : and wwithediels 
\ ball be broken ai a tree; that is, yi men, who 
aré wickednets’ irfelf, extremely wick ed and 
like to a trée, fometimes flourifhing Ga" 
profperity, having ‘an “affluence of — EF t 
this world, and always like barten.: a 
trees, with refpect’ to” grace ae 
thele: when the ax ‘of death i is ie me 


comes to nothing, and. their families a ari 
and fo they’ become’ dike trees ftruck. 
and lightening, and’ broken’ “inte ony 
vets; or, as the trees i in Egypt were. 
by the plague of hail, Exed. Ree 
‘yt. a1. He evil:intreater tb the 


2 "\ deficit; fo fome in Simeon, Bar T'zemach. . - yon 1 Sy ¥ 
ufque ad fepulchrum, Meragron s 3 fome in Drufius. Am ip Ded is, v. e : 
cius ; fo Tigurine verfion, Grotius. © 9PM dulcefcit ei, Baap Pifcator; fuavis, ated 2, 


. 


F i" . 1 , 


x. 371 
and dignity, and increafes in wealth and riches, 
which he abufes to the hurt of others ; fo that they 
flee from him and hide themfelvés, not caring to 
traft their life with him, Prov: xxviii. 28. or he 
rifeth up againft a man in an hoftile way, and againit 
whomfoever he does, they are in the utmoft jeo- 
pardy, and cannot be fecure of their lives; though 
this alfo is by fome interpreted as the punifhment 
of a wicked man, who, when he rifes in the morn- 
ing, frufteth not bis own life‘, as the words may be 
rendered, and as they are inthe margin of our 
bibles’; but his life is in fufpence, being furrounded 
with a thoufand dangers, and has no aflurance of 
it, and is in continual fear, and often fears where 
no fearis; fee Deut. xxviii. 66. or, if a man rifes 
up againft him, the wicked tyrant and cruel op- 
preffor, he the tyrant is not fure of his life, bur 
may be flain by him that rifes up againft him ; but 
the former fenfe is beft. 

¥ 23, Though it be given him to be in fafety, &c. } 
or be gives bim®, that is, itis God gives the wicked 
man to be in fafety, notwithf{tanding all his wick- 
ednefs ; for Job having defcribed the wicked man, 
now reprefents him as in the greateft profperity : 
fafety is of God in every refpect, not only the fafety 
of good men, both in a way of providence, and in 
a way of grace, but even of bad men; thofe.are 
often preferved from the incurfions and depreda- 
tions of others, and their goods are kept, and they 
poffefs them in peace, and they dwell fecure and 
confidently without care. ‘The Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion is widely different, ‘* God gives him place of 
repentance, and he abufes it to pride;” though the 
Targum fomewhat agrees withit, ‘* he gives to him 
repentance, that he may truft, or be confident and 
be fupported :’’ fo God gave {pace to repent to. the 
old world ; to whofe cafe fome Fewi/b writers ap- 
ply the context, fee Gew. vi. 3. Luke xvii, 26, 27. 
whereon be refeth ; being in profperity and fafety, 
he trufts to it, and depends upon it, it will ever 
be the cafe; he has much goods laid up for many 
years, and therefore fings requiem to his foul, fay- 
ing, take thine eafe ; to-morrow will be as this day, 
and much more abundant; things will always be 
as they are, or better: yet bis eyes.are upon their 
ways; or and his eyes*, that is, the eyes of God, 
which are upon all men good and bad; and upon 
all their ways and works; thefe are upon the wick- 
ed man and all his courfes; not to punifh him now - 
for his fins; for, though he fees all his wicked ac- 


a ae es . a 
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‘methods to make them abortive, when with 
child: the word we tranflate evil intreateth, fome- 

times fignifies joining to, or being a companion of 
others, as in Prov. xiii. 20. hence various fenfes 
are given; fome, he joins himfelf to a barren wo 
man, that he may have no children, being not de 
firous of any ; others, he joins himfelf to, and is 
a companion of harlots, who are commonly bar- 
ren; and, like the prodigal, fpends his fub- 
ftance among them. Some interpreters take this 
and the following verfe, as expreffive of the pu- 
nifhment of wicked men ; -fo Mr. Broughton renders 
the words, be adjoineth the barren*, and gives the 
fenfe of them thus; God fends after him a barren 
wife, that he fhall have no. help by children; but, 
though a numerous offspring has been reckoned an 
outward happinefs,and not to have any an infelicity, 
yet it has been the cafe of many good men and wo- 
men to be childlefS; wherefore love and hatred are 
not known ‘hereby: befides, fuch a fenfe is con- 
trary to the fcope and defign of Fob, which is to 
prove, that wicked men often go unpunifhed in 
this life; wherefore, rather the meaning is, that a 
wicked man ufes ill fuch, who having not only loft 
their hufbands, but having been barren, and fo 
childlefs, have none to take their part, and to pro- 
tect and defend thém from the abufes of fuch men: 
the Targum renders the word, be breaketh, and fo 
fome underftand it *; he breaketh the barren, tears 
them to pieces; “ruins and deftroys them, as to their 
outward fubftance, becaufe they have no children 
to help them; with which agrees what follows, 
and doth not good to the widow; does not make her 
glad and chearful, as od did, who made the wi- 
dow’s heart to fing for joy, ch. xxix. 13, does not 
relieve and affift her when in diftrefs, either by 
counfel and advice, or by adminiftring to her ne- 
ceffities ; but on the contrary, afflicts and opprefies 
her; takes her ox, or her raiment for a pledge, 
and plunders her-houfe, and devours the fubftance 
of it; for more is intended than is exprefled. 

y. 22. He draweth alfo the mighty with bis power, 
&c.}| Such a wicked man not only mal-treats the 
weak, the helplefs, and the defencelefs, but even 
attacks the mighty and powerful ; fuch as are in 
great power and authority, and abound in wealth 
and riches, only fomewhat inferior in both to him- 
felf; wherefore, by his fuperior force, he draws 

_ them ‘to be of his party, to join with him in. aéts of 

rapine and violence, oppreffion and cruelty ; or he 
draws them by power or policy, or by both, as the} tions, not one efcapes his notice, yet he lays not 
wicked man does the poor with his net, Pf. x. g.| folly to him, nor charges him with it, nor inflicts 
and fo makes a prey of him and his fubftance.| punifhment on him for it; nay, his eyes are upon 
Some underftand this of the punifhment of wicked] him to profper and fucceed him in all he does ; 
men, and interpret it, as Jarchi does, of God’s| which is the ufual fenfe of the phrafe, unlefs where 
drawing him to punifhment; God fometimes does] there is, an explanation, or any thing faid to fhew 
indeed draw and hurl the mighty from their feats ;|the contrary; fee Deut. xi. 12. Some give a dif- 
though they are fet in high, yet in flippery places,| ferent fenfe.of the words, .as that fuch that fear the 
and are brought down to deftruétion in a moment ;| wicked man give him gifts; that they may be in 
and he will draw them all to his judgment-feat|fafety, in which they truft; or he gives them lis 
hereafter, whether they will or no, and fend them|hand, or his word, or ‘both, that they fhall be, on 
into everlafting punifhment ; but the former fenfe is| which they rely ; but his eyes are upon them, watch- 
beft : he rifeth up, and no man is fure of life; he|ing their ways and works, to take every opportu- 
rifes up in the morning, either from his bed, or| nity and advantage againft them ; but the former 
from his lurking-place,. where he was._all night] is beft..., 

_with a murdering intention, and no man he, meets|.. ¥.24..Tbey are exalted for.a little while, &c.] 

_with is fafe, but in the utmoft danger of his life, | To feats of honour, to places of profit and truft, 
ver. 14. or, he rifes in the world to great power|to great. wealth and riches, to be highly efteemed 


"- SIAVYI Iw * 2 ; | ba among 


, = 
‘apy My" confociat ei ferilem, Junius & Tremellius. © Pagninus, Montanus, Bolducius, 


_Pifcator, Mercerus, Drufius. ; £9999 PONY non fidit fue vite, ‘Tiguiine verfion, Pifcator; fo 
“V.L. ss ‘99: Yf dat ei, Pifcator, Mercerus, i. e. Deus, Beza, Drufius, Michaelis. PVPS & 
" ejus, Pagninus, Montanus, Bolducius, Beza, Cocccius, Schultens, tonal ‘l 


: 


372 I, 8 
among men, and to have a large affluence of the 
. good things of life, fee Mal. iii. 15. though this 
exaltation, dignity, and glory, wealth and riches, 
laft but for a little time; this life at longeft being 
but fhort, like a vapour that appears, and foon 
vanifhes away; and then al] a man’s honours, and 
glory, riches and fubftance, are at an end, who 
is foon cut down as the grafs, and withers as the 
green herb, P/ xxxvii. 2. but as this pretty much 
falls in with the fentiment of Zéphar, or feems to 
do fo, ch. xx. 5. rather this phrafe, for a little 


B. Ch. XXIV. ¥.25 : 


what befals the reft of mankind; all die, and muft 
die, and all are brought to the grave, and laid in 
that, and fhut up in it, which is the houfe appoint- 
ed for all living: and cut off as the tops of the ears of 
corn ; when they are fully ripe at harveft-time ; it - 
being ufual in fome places, as I have fomewhere 
read, when they gather their corn, only to cut off 
the ears of corn at the top, which is very eafily and 
quickly done ; and {fo this may denote the quiet and 
eafy death of wicked men, and when they are come 
to a full age, and are like a fhock of corn in its 


while, may be joined with what follows, @ Jittle|{eafon, ch. v. 26. 


while and they are gone, out of the world, to their 
own place, and death puts an end to all their pro- 


¥. 25. And if it be not fo now, &c.] If this is 
not the cafe of men of fuch wicked lives as above 


fperity, to all their outward enjoyments, which yet|defcribed, do not profper in the world, and increafe 


they retain till death : or they are not‘; in the land 
of the living, in their houfes and fhops, and places 
of trade and commerce ; they are no more about 
their bufinefs, and in their callings of life, nor in 
the poffeflion of their worldly eftates; the places 
which knew them, know them no more 3 and this 
comes to pafs in a very little time ; their honour is 
fhort-lived, and their earthly portion is not for 
ever: and brought Jow ; not diminifhed in their fub- 
{tance in life, nor leffened in their honour and 
grandeur, nor are brought into poverty and dif- 


in riches, and do not pafs through the world with 
impunity, and die quietly, in the full pofleffion of 
their honour and wealth : who will make me a liar ? 
where is the man, Jet him ftand forth and appear, 
and difprove what has been faid, and make our the 
doétrine delivered to be falfe doétrine, and a lie ? 
for no lie is of the truth: aud make my /peech nothing 
worth , vain, ufelef$, and unprofitable; truth is 
valuable, like gold, filver, and precious ftones; but 
error is as wood, hay, and ftubble, and nothing 
worth, yea, to be detefted and rejected ; or let 


srace; but are brought at laft to death, and laidjhim make what I have faid to ftand for no- 
Jow in the grave, and are fed upon by worms, and thing’; let him fhew if he can, that it is imper- 
reduced to rottennefs and duft: they are taken out|tinent, and not to the purpofe, that it does not 
of the way, as all others; out of the world, by death,}prove the point for which it is brought: thus 


and out of the way of others ; who come in their 
room, and were hoping for their death, and waiting 
for their pofts of honour, and places of profit, or 


Job was willing to have what he had faid tried 
by every method that could be made ufe of, 
that it might appear whether what he had faid 


for their worldly eftates; and out of the way of|was true or falfe, worthy to be regarded, or worth- 
doing more mifchief, and efpecially to good men:|lefs ; and he here bids defiance to his friends, or 
or they are clofed or fout up *; that is, in the grave,|to any other, and triumphs over them, as having 


where they lie imprifoned until the refurreétion- 
morn, and out of which prifon none can releafe 
themfelves ; nor will they be releafed, until Chrift, 
who has the keys of the grave, unlocks it, and fets 
the prifoners free ; but then all this is no other than 


gained his point; and, as it appears by the fequel, 
he had, at leaft in a great meafure, and however 
with refpect to this matter, that good men are af- 
fli€ted in this life, and wicked men profper; of 
which there are many inftances. 


CH YA) Pave ove, 


ae fuch an one as itis; in which, declining the 
controverfy between them, he endeavours to dif- 
fuade him from attempting to lay his caufe before 
God, and think to juftify himfelf before him, from 
the confideration of the majefty of God, defcribed 
by the dominion he is pofleffed of ; the fear crea- 
tures ftand in of him ; the peace he makes in his 
high places; the number of his armies, and the 
vaft extent of his light, ¥. 1, 2, 3. and from the 
impoffibility of man’s being juftified with him, or 
clean before him, argued from thence, ¥. 4. and 
which is farther illuftrated by a comparifon of the 
celeftial bodies with men, and by an argument 
from the greater to the lefs, that if they lofe their 
luftre and purity in his fight, much more man, a 
mean, defpicable worm, ¥. 5, 6. 


y.1. Then anfwered Bildad the .Shuhite, &c.] 
Not to what ob had juft now delivered, in order 
to-difprove that, that men, guilty of the groffeft 
crimes, often go unpunifhed in this life, and pro- 
fper and fucceed, and die in peace and quietnefs, as 
other men ; either becaufe he was convinced of the 
truth of what he had faid, or elfe becaufe he 
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HIS chapter contains Bi/dad’s reply to ‘fob,)thought he was an obftinate man, and that it was 


beft to Jet him alone, and fay no more to him, fince 
there was no likelihood of working any conviétion 
on him; wherefore he only tries to pofiefs his mind 
of the greatnefs and majefty of God, in order to 
deter him from applying to God in a judicial way, 
and expecting redrefs and relief from him; and 
faid as follows. 
¥.2. Dominion and fear are with him, &c.} 
Not with man, as Sephorno interprets it, as that 
with him is power to rule over the imagination (the 
evil figment of his heart) to chufe the good, and 
refufe the evil ; and with him is fear of punifh- 
ment, and alfo the fear of God to reftraimhim from 
evil ; but with God, as may eafily be perceived 
from the whole context, though his name is not 
exprefied in this claufe, and not till ¥. 4. this do- 
minion he is poffefled of is univerfal; his kingdom 
rules over all, over all the angels, good and bad; 
over all men, over all the nations of the world, and 
the great men in it, the kings and princes of it; 
and over all, of every age, fex, and condition: 
and it is abfolute and uncontroulable ; he governs 
according to his will, and is not to be controuled in 
his ways ; nor is he accountable to any for what he 
does, 
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does, and his kingdom is an everlafting one, and 
his dominion for ever and ever: and by the fear 
that is with him, is not meant actively, with 
which he fears; for he is afraid of none, be they 
ever fo great and mighty, ch. xxii. 4. but paf- 
fively, with which he is feared; for holy and re- 
verend is his name, and fo his nature, and all that 
belong to him ; he is feared by the angels in hea- 
ven, who cover their faces before him, and caft 
their crowns at his feet, and by the faints on earth, 
in whofe affemblies he is ferved with reverence and 
godly fear ; and fhould be ftgod in awe of by all 
the inhabitants of the world, becaufe of the glory 
of his nature, the greatnefs of his works, and the 
goodnefs of his providence: fle maketh peace in 
bis bigh places; in the high places of his earth, and 
among the great men of it, creating and command- 
ing peace, and caufing war among them to ceafe, 


whenever it is his pleafure; and in the regions of | 


the air, where, though there are often thunder and 
lightening, ftorms and tempefts of wind, hail and 
rain, yet, when he fays, Peace, be {ftill, all is 
ferene and quiet; and in the orbs of the heaven, 
the fun, moon, and ftars, which know their ap- 
pointed times and feafons, and keep their place or 
courfe, and do their work and office in the eafy and 
moft chearful manner; and among the angels 
in the higheft heaven, which are properly his 
high places, whp, though their numbers are fo 
great, and they themfelves thrones, dominions, 
principalities, and powers, and have various of- 
fices and different work affigned them, readily do 
his will, and are in the utmoft harmony and con- 
cord among themfelves, fhew no reluctance to him, 
nor any difcord to each other > now Bz/dad would 
have Fob confider whether he could think himfelf 
fo fignificant, that cognizance would be taken of 
him and his caufe, by fo great, glorious, and ma- 
jeftic a Being ; or, that he would fuffer his high 
places, where peace reigned, to be difturbed by 
his noife and brawl. 

¥. 3. Is there any number of bis armies? &c.] 
His armies in heaven, the heavenly hoft of angels, 
which are innumerable ; there are more than twelve 
legions of them, thoufand and ten thoufand times 
ten thoufand, employed in a military way, for the 
fafery and prefervation of the faints ; fee Gew. xxxii. 
3, 2. Pf. xxxiv. 7, and the fun, moon, and ftars, 
often called the hoft of heaven, the latter of which 
cannot be numbered, and which fought in their 
courfes againft Sifera, Fudg. v. 20. and his armies 
on earth, all the inhabitants of it; yea, every crea- 
ture, even the fmalleft infect in it, which are with- 
out number: thus, frogs, lice, flies, and locufts, 
were the armies of God, with which he fought 


againtt Pharaoh and the Egyptians, fee ‘Foel ii. 11., 


20. and upon whom doth not bis light arife? either 
natural light, that grand luminary the fun, which 
rifes on all, the evil and the good, nor is any thing 
hid from the light and heat of it; or moral light, 
the light of nature, with which every one that 
comes into the world is enlightened by him ; or the 
light of providential goodnefs, which is unto all, 
and over all his creatures ; the whole earth is full 
of it, and all the inhabitants have a fhare in it; 
nor is any thing hid from his all-piercing, all-pe- 
netrating, all-feeing eye, who is light itfelf, and 
dwells in light inacceffible, and from which light 
nothing can be hid. 
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¥.4. How then can man be Jufified with God ?] 
Since he fees all his ways and works, his fecret as 
well as open fins ; either be more juft than he, as E#- 
phaz expreffes it, ch. iv. 17. which no man in his 
fenfes will fay; or juft as he is, and upon a level 
with him, or in comparifon of him, or before him, 
and in his fight : and this is what ¥od himfelf denies, 
ch. ix. 2. for however righteous a man may be in 
his own fight, or in the fight of others, he cannot 
of himfelf be juftified in the fight of God; nor 
can any be juftified with him by his’ own righte- 
oufnefs, becaufe the beft righteoufnefs of man is 
imperfect ; and, if Bi/dad thought this was the 
fentiment of ob, he miftook him; for, what he 
meant by coming to the feat of God, and order- 
ing his caufe before him, ch. xxiii. 2, 3. to which 
Bildad feems to refer, and being judged by him, 
when he doubted not but he fhould be acquitted, 
was no other than the jutftification of his caufe, and 
not of his perfon before God ; or that he fhould be 
cleared of the imputation of hypocrify, and of be- 
ing the finner and wicked man, and guilty of very 
bad things, though fecret and private, for which 
he was afflicted ; for otherwife ‘70d knew full well 
that he could not be juftified with God by his own 
perfonal righteoufnefs, for he knew himfelf to be 
a finner, and owns it; nor did he think himfelf. 
perfect, and his righteoufnefs a compleat one; and 
therefore he expected not to be juttified by it; he 
knew his living Redeemer, and believed in him 
for righteoufnels, and expected the juftification of 
his perfon, and his acceptance with God, only by 
him; and in this way there are many that are juf- 
tified with God fecretly, in foro dei, in the court of 
God, and in his fight, who always beholds his 
people as righteous in Chrift, and openly, in foro 
con{cientia, in the court of confcience, when the 
believe in him ; and who will be publicly juftified, 
and declared righteous at the day of judgment: or 
how can ke be clean that 1s born of a woman? which 
fuggefts a doctrine, that Fob as firmly believed as 
Bildad did, that all men are unclean by natural ge- 
neration, or as they are born into the world ;_ their 
anceftors being fuch, the more immediate, and the 
more remote, which may be traced up to the firft 
man and woman, ch. xiv. 4. fo that as no man is 
clean and pure as God is, or in comparifon of him, 
or in his fight; they can neither be naturally clean, 
nor fo of themfelves, by any means or methods 
they can make ufe of ; but then they may be, as 
many are, clean by the blood of Chrift, and’ grace 
of God, through which his people are cleanfed 
from all their fins, and all their iniquities, and are 
without fpot beforethe throne and inthe fight of God. 
¥. 5. Bebold even to the moon, &c.] If all things 
that are glorious and illuftrious in the lower world, 
and which are between that and the region of the 
moon, are beheld ; or all from the feat of the divine 
majefty, down to that glorious luminary, are view- 
ed, they lofe all their luftre and brightnefs, when 
compared with the divine Being ; and it, even that 
itlelf /hineth not; it is darkened, confounded, and 
afhamed; it hides its beautiful face, and draws in 
its borrowed and ufeful light, at the approach of 
him, who is light itfelf, and in whom is no dark- 
nefs at all: or ét tabernacles not” , has no tabernacle 
to abide in, as is faid of the fun, P/. xix. 4. or does 
not expand and fpread its light, as a tent® or taber- 
nacle is fpread; it does not diffufe, but contracts 
it. 
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it. No mention is made of the fun, not becaufe 
that fhines in its own light, which the moon does 
not; but perhaps, becaufe the controverfy between 
Fob and his friends was held in the night, when the 
moon and the ftars were only feen, and therefore 
only mentioned ; otherwife, what is here obferved 
equally holds good of the fun as of the moon; 
fee If. xxiv. 23. yea, the flars are not pure in his 
Jight ; as there are {pots in the fun and in the moon, 
feen by the eye of man, aided and affifted, fo fuch 
may-be feen by God in the ftars alfo, and in thefe, 
both in a natural and in a myfttical fenfe; as by 
them may be meant the angels of heaven, even 
thofe are not pure in the fight of God, and in com- 
parifon of him, the moft perfectly pure and holy 
Being ; fee ch. iv. 18. and xv. 15. 
y¥. 6.° How much lefs man, that is a worm, &c.] 
Whofe original is of the earth, dwells in it, and is 
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righteoufnefs of Chrift, by which he can be only 


clean and righteous! fee Jf xli. 31. Pf. xxii. 6. 


and, if the celeftial bodies above-mentioned are- 
eclipfed of all their brightnefs and glory, in the 


prefence of God; what a contemptible figure muft ~ 


man make in the court of heaven, who, in com- 
parifon of them, is but a worm, and much more 
fo, as appearing before God? and the fon of man, 
which is 4 worm ; which is repeated with a little 
variation for the confirmation of it; or it may fig- 
nify, that even the firft man was no other than of 
the earth earthy, and fo are all his fons. The 
Targum is, ** how much more man, who in his 
life is a reptile, and the fon of man, who ih his 
death is a worm?” to which may be added, that 


he is in his grave a companion for the worms ; and 


fupported by it, and creeps into it again; who is|indeed it appears by the obfervations made through 


impure by nature and by practice, weak and im-|microfcopes, that man, in his firft itate of genera- * 


potent to do any thing that is fpiritually good, or tion, is really a worm? ; fo that, as Piiny fays*, one 
to defend himfelf from his fpiritual enemies ; and is|that is a judgeof things, may pity and be afhamed 
mean and defpicable, as even the beft of men are, of the forry original of the proudeft of animals. 
in their own eyes, and in the eyes of the world:|By this thort reply of Bildad, and which contains. 
aad, if the beft of men are comparable to fuch little more than what had been before faid, it is 
creatures, and our Lord himfelf, in human na- plain that he was tired of the controverfy, and glad 
ture, was content to be called a worm, and no to give out. vies 
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N this chapter Yob, in a very farcaftic manner, yis the all-wife God, and never confults with any of: 
rallies Bi/dad on the weaknefs and impertinence fhis creatures, or admits them to be of his coun- 

of his reply, and fets it in a very ridiculous light ;'cil; and as if his effence*, or what be is, as he is, 
fhewing it to be quite foolifh and ftupid, and not had been very copioufly and plentifully declared in 
at all to the purpofe, and befides, was none of hisja few words by him; in fuppofing which he mutt 
own, but what he had borrowed from another, ver, |be guilty of the greateft arrogance, ftupidity, and 
1—z. and if it was of any_avail in the controverfy, folly; and. therefore he afks him, who it was he 
to fpeak of the greatnefs and majefty of God; of|uttered | fuch things unto, and by whofe fpirit he 
his perfections and attributes ; of his. ways and|mutt be aided in io doing? fee ch. xiii. 7, 8. orelfe 
works, he could fay, greater. and more glorious|7od.refers.to the caufe undertaken by Bildad; and 
things of God than he had done, and as he.does,|which he, in a farcaftic way, reprefents asa very 
ver. 5-13. beginning at the lower parts of the}weak and feeble one, that had neither {trength nor 


creation, and gradually afcending to the fuperior|wifdom in it, and was. as weakly and \as\foolifhly 


and celeftial ones; and concludes with obferving,|fupported, or rather was entirely neglected and de- 
that after all, it was but little that was known of|ferted, Bildad having wholly declined thething in 
God and his ways, by himfelf, by Bi/dad, or by|controverfy, and faid not one word of it; therefore 
any mortal creature, ¥. 14. Fob ironically afks him, in what, or wherein bat 
wet thou helped‘ ? what good haft thou done to this 
y. 1. But Job anfwered, and faid, &c.] In a}poor tottering caufe of your’s? or what. light haft 
very fharp and biting manner : one would wonder, }thou thrown upon it? and to what purpote is any 
that! a man in fuch circumftances, fhould have fo|thing that has been faid by thee ? Some are of opi- 
much keennefs of {pirit, and deal in fo much irony,|nion, that od refers to Bildad’s friends, whom he 
and be! matter of fo much fatire, and be able to|reprefents as weak and ftupid, as men of no argu- 
laugh at his antagonift in the manner he does ; avd|ment, and had no ftrength of reafoning, and were 
faid, as follows. | 
¥.2. How haft thou belped him that is without pow-|not to Bildad him{elf? for the fenfe of the quef- 
er, &c.} This and the two following verfes either|tion agreeable enough to the original text, may 
are to be underftood of God, as many do, by read-|be put after this manner ; a fine patron and defen- 
ing the words, «who baft thou, helped, God' ? a. fine}der of acaufe thou art; thou canft help and fave a 
advocate for him thou art reprefenting him as ,if}dying, caufe without power, and with ae fh yoth-. 
he was without power, and-could not help himéfelf,}lefs arm, or withour any, force of argument, or 
but ftood in need of another; as if he had. no arm,|f{trength, of reafoning; thou canft. give counfel 
and could. not fave and protect himfelf, ‘but needed] without..any wifdom, without any thew or fhare 
one to-rife and ftand up in his behalf, when he is|of it, and in half a dozen lines fet the thine se 
God omnipotent, and jhas. an arm ftrong, andytrue light, juft as itis and fhould be 5 a wonder- 
mighty, and there is none like his ; and, as if he/ful man indeed thou are! though Ich catlieds 
wanted wifdom, and one to.counfel him, when he} with fuch interpreters, who underftand the wh 
‘ : Ae Ww 
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as poorly affifted and defended by Bildad ; but, why — 
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Ch. XXVL y. I, Pe . ; 
man ; what muft the worft of men be, or man be? Ma 
in and of himtelf, without the grace of God and- 


= 


+ 


Ch. xxvi. ¥3 35s FF: Oo 2B. | £ae 
of Fob himfelf, who was without might and power, |{tanding of things, but what he had borrowed from 
a weak and feeble creature in body and mind, be-|E/ipbaz; for he had delivered very little more than 
ing prefled and broken with the weight of his af-|what Eiiphaz had faid, ch. iv. 17, 18. and xv. 
fliction, but was poorly helped, fuccoured, ftrength-|14, 15. or elfe the fenfe is, whole fpirit has beer 
ened, and comforted with what Bi/dad had faid: it)reftored, revived, refrefhed, and comforted by 
is the duty of all good men, and it is what Yob|what thou haft faid? The word of God has fuch 
himfelf had done in former times, to ftrengthen|efficacy as to reftore the foul, to revive it when 
weak hands and feeble knees, by fympathizing/drooping, and as it were {wooning away and dying, 
with perfons under affliction, by bearing their|fee P/ xix, 7. and xxiii. 3. and the words of fome 
burdens and infirmities, by {peaking comfortably!good men are fpirit and life, the favour of life 
unto them, and telling them what comforts they|unto life, and-are as life from the dead, very re- 


themfelves have received under afflictions, fee ch. 
iv. 3, 4. but miferable comforters of ob were Bil- 
dad and his friends: how faveft thou the arm that 
hath zo ftrength ? the fenfe is the fame as before, 
that he had done nothing to relieve Zod in his bo- 
dily or foul-diftreffes, and fave him out of them ; 
nor had contributed in the leaft towards his fupport 
under them ; and be it that he was as weak in his 
intellectuals as he and his friends thought him to 
be, and had undertaken a caufe which he had not 
ftrength of argument to defend; yet, what had 
he done to convince him of his miftake, and fave 
him from the error of his way ? 

¥.3. How'haft thou counjelled him that hath zo 


frefhing and comforting ; but no fuch effect fol- 
lowed on what Bildad had faid. Mr. Broughton 
renders the words, whofe foul admired thee ? thou 
mayeft admire thyfelf, and thy friends may admire . 
thee, at leaft thou mayeft think they do, having 
faid in thine own opinion admirable things; but 
who elfe does? for myown part I do not; and, if 
faying great and glorious things of God are to any 
purpofe in the controverfy between us, I am ca- 
pable of {peaking greater and better things than 
what have been delivered; and for inftance, let 
the following be attended to. 

¥.5. Dead things are formed from under the wa- 
ters, &c.] It is difficult to fay what things are here 


wifdom? &c.| A man deprived of wifdom has|meant; it may be underftood of /ifé/e/s things, as 
need of countel, and it fhould be given him ; and|Mr. Broughton renders it ; things that never had 
he does well both to afk and take it; -and be it fo,|any life, things inanimate, that never had at leaft 
as if ob fhould fay, that 1am the foolifh and un-|an animal life, though they may have a vegetable 
wife creature you tdéke me to be, what counfel andjone., and fo may be interpreted of grains of corn, 
advice have you given me? what a wife counfellor}and which indeed die before they are quickened ; 
have you fhewn yourfelf to be? or rather, what ajto which both Chriff and the apoftle allude, Fobz 
miferable part have you acted under this character ?}xii. 24. 1 Cor. xv. 36. and which, as they cannot 
and how bajt thou plentifully declared the thing as it|grow without water, and their fructification and 
is? the thing in controverfy, fet it forth in aclear|increafe are owing to the earth being plentifully 
light, and in a copious manner, when he had not] watered with rain, may be faid to be formed under 
faid one word about it, namely, concerning the af-|the waters ; and of thefe 4dem Ezra and Ben Ger- 
fictions of the godly, and the profperity of the|/om interpret the words ; and the latter alfo makes 
wicked ; thus jeering at him, and laughing at the] mention of herbs, plants, and trees in the fea, par- 
fhort reply he had made, and which was nothing to|ticularly almug trees, as being probably intended ; 


the purpofe. 

¥.4. To whom haft thou uttered words? &c.] 
That others know not; doft thou think thou art 
talking to an ignorant man? be it known to thee, 
that he knows as much, and can fay as much of 
the divine Being, of his glories, and of his won- 
drous ways and works as thyfelf, or more ? or doft 
thou confider the circumftances he is in thou art 
fpeaking to? one under great affliction and diftrefs, 
to whom it muft be unfuitable to talk of the 
greatnefs and majefty of God, of his power, and 
ftrength, of his purity, holinefs, and ftrict juftice ; 
it would have been more proper and pertinent to 
have difcourfed concerning his loving-kindnels, 
grace, and mercy, his pity and compaffion to- 
wards his afflicted people, his readinefs to forgive 
their fins, and overlook their failings; and con- 
cerning the promifed Redeemer, his righteoufnefs 
and facrifice, and of the many inftances of divine 
goodnefs to the fons of men, and in fuch like cir- 
cumftances, by raifing them up again, and re- 
ftoring them to their former happinefs. Some 
things of this nature would have been more perti- 
nent and fuitable, and would have been doing both 
a wife and friendly part: and whofe /pirit came from 
thee? Not the fpirit of God ; doft thou think thy- 
felf infpired by God? or that what thou hatft faid 
is by the infpiration of his Spirit? or that thou 


to which may be added, corals, and other fea- 
plants, formed from under the waters; yea, fome 
make mention of woods and forefts there; but the 
Jaft mentioned writer feems inclined to think, that 
metals and minerals may be intended; and it is 
well known, that much of gold is taken out of ri- 
vers, as alfo pearls and precious ftones ; and that 
iron is taken out of the earth, and brafs molten out 
of ftone; and that the feveral metals and minerals 
are dug out of mountains and hills, from whence 
fountains and rivers flow; but as the word ufed 
has the fignification of fomething gigantic, it has 
inclined others to think of fea-monfters, as of the 
great whales which God made in the feas, and the 
leviathan he has made to play therein : aud or with 
the inhabitants thereof, the innumerable company of 
fifhes, both of the larger and leffer fort, which are 
all formed\in and under the waters: but why may 
not giants themfelves be defigned, fince the word 
is fometimes, ufed of them, Deut. ii. 11. and iii. 
11. and fo the Vulgate Latin, and the Septuagint 
verfion here render the word, and may refer to the 
giants that were before the flood, and who were the 
caufes of filling the world with rapine and violence, 
and fo of bringing the flood of waters upon it; in 
which they perifhed with the inhabitants thereof ; 
or their neighbours ; of whom fee Gev. vi. 4. and 
vii, 23, and the fpirits of thefe being in prifon, in 


fpeakeft like fuch who are moved by the Holy|hell, as the apoftlePeter fays, 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. which 
Ghoft ? nor indeed was it his own fpirit, or the|is commonly fuppofed to be under the earth, and fo 
words and things uttered were not of himfelf, or]under the waters, in which they perifhed ; they may 
flowed not from his own knowledge and under-'be reprefented as in pain and torment, and groaning 
es 3 and 
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meant, which expands itfelf every where, and is 
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and trembling undet the fame, 4s the wotd hete 
But if the nor- 


ufed is by fome thought to fignify, and is fo ren- 
dered ' ; though as the word Repbaim is often ufed 
of dead men, Pf: Ixxxviii. ro. Jf, xiv. 9. and xxvi: 


of great ufe to the whole earth. 
thern hemifphere is meant, as a learned * man ex- 
preffes it, it ‘* was not only principal as to Fob’s 


14, 19. it may be underftood of them here; and|refpeét, and the pofition of Arabia, but becaufe this 
have refpeét to the formation of them anew, or|hemifphere is abfolutely fo indeed, ’tis principal to 
their refurrection from the dead, when the earth 
fhall caft them forth; and efpecially of thofe whofe|vided by the middle line, the northern half hath a 
graves are in the fea, and who have been buried in \{trange fhare of excellency ; we have more earth, 
the waters of it, when that fhall deliver up the|more men, more ftars, more day (the fame alfo 
dead that are therein, Rev. xx. 13. which will be|Sephorno, a Fewifh coitimentator on the place ob- 
a wonderful inftance of the mighty power of God. |ferves) and which is more than all this, the north 
The Targumift feems to have a notion of this, or/pole is more magnetical than the fouth :”” though 
at leaft refers unto it, paraphrafing the words thus,|the whole celeftial fphere may be intended, the 
** is it poffible that the mighty men (or giants ){principal being put for the whole ; even that whole 


fhould be created (i. e: recreated Or regenerated ; 
that is, raifed from the dead); feeing they are un- 
der the waters, and their armies ?” 

¥. 6. Hellis naked before him, &c.) Which may 
be taken either for the place of the damned, as 
_ it fometimes is ; and then the fenfe is, that though 
it is hidden from men, and they know not where it 
is, or who are init, and what is done and fuffered 
there; yet it is all known to God: he knows the 
place thereof; for it is made, ordained, and pre- 
pared by him; he knows who are there; even all 
the wicked dead, and all the nations that forget 
God, being ¢aft there by him ; he knows the tor- 
ments they endure, for the fmoke of them conti- 
nually afcends before him ; and he knows all their 
malice and envy, their enmity to him, and blaf- 
phemy of him; for thither are they gone down 
with their weapons of war, and have laid their 
fwords under their heads, Ezek. xxxii. 27: or for 
Hades, the invifible world of fpirits, or ftate of 
the dead, as the Septuagint verfion renders the 
word; though that is unfeen to men, itis naked 
and open to the eye of Gods or for the grave, in 
which the bodies of menare laid ; which is the fre- 
quent fenfe of the word ufed, Pf Ixxxviii. 11, 12. 
If. xxxviii. (8. and though this is a land of dark- 
nefs, and where the light is as darknefs, yet God 
can look into it; and the duft of men therein is 
carefully obferved and preferved by him, and will 
be raifed again at the laft day ; who has the keys of 
death and hell, or the grave, and can open it at his 
pleafure, and caufe it to give up the dead that are 
therein : and deftrmiion hath no covering ; and may 


expanfion, or firmament of heaven, which has its 
name from being ftretched out like a curtain, or 
canopy, over the earth ; which was done when the 
earth was Zobu, empty of inhabitants, both meni 
and beafts, and was without form and void, and 
had no beauty in it, or any thing growing on it 5 
fee Gen. i. 24, 6, 7, 8. and hangeth the earth upon no- 
thing; as a ball in the air*, poifed with its own 


the whole ; for as the heavens and the earth are di-~ 


weight, or kept in this form and manner by the - 


centre of gravity ; and fo fome Fewifh writets * in- 
terpret wothing of the center of the earth, and which 
ts nothing but ems rationi3, a figmentand imagina- 
tion of the mind ; or rather the eafth is held tos 
gether, and in the pofition it is, by its own magnetic 
virtue, it being a loadftone itfelf ; and as thé above 
learned writer obferves, ‘‘ the globe confifteth by a 
magnetical dependency, from which the parts can- 
not poffibly ftart afide ; but which, howfoever thus 
ftrongly feated on its center and poles; is yet faid 
to hang upon nothing ; becaufe the creator in the 
beginning thus placed it within the Tobu, as it now 
alfo hangeth in the air ; which itfelf alfois nothing 
as to any regard of bafe or fuftentation.” In 
fhort, what the foundations are on whieh it is laid, 
or the pillars by which it is fuftained, cannot be 
faid, except the mighty power and providence of 
God. The word uted feems to come from a root, 
which inthe Syriac and Chaldee languages fignifies 
to bind and reftrain ; and may defign the expanfe 
or atmofphere, fo called from its binding and com: 
prefing nature, Sy in or within which theearth is 
hung; fee P/- xxxii. 9. 

¥. 8. He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds, 


defign the fame as before, either hell, the place of /8&c.] The clouds are of his making ; when he ur- 


the damned, where men are deftroyed foul and 
body with an everlafting deftruction ; or the grave, 
which the Targum calls the houfe of deftruction, as 
it fometimes is, the pit of deftruction and corrup- 
tion; becaufe bodies caft into it corrupt and pu- 
trify, and are deftroyed in it ; and there is nothing 
to cover either the one or the other from the-all-fee- 
ing eye of God; fee P/. CXxxix. 7—10. Prov. 
xv. 11. as hell is fuppofed to be under the earth, 
and the grave is in it, od is as yet on things be- 
low, and from hence rifes to tholfe above, in the 
following words. 

y. 7. He ftretcheth out the north over the empty 
place, &c.] The northern hemifphere, which is 
the chief and-beft known, at leaft it was in the time 
of Fob, when the fouthern hemifphere might not 

e known atall; though if our verfion of ch. ix. 
g. isright, od feems to have had knowledge of it. 
Scheuchzer “ thinks the thick air fartheft north is 


ters his voice, or gives the word of command, 
there is a multitude of waters in the heavens ; and 
the vapours he exhales from the ends of the earth 
and forms them into clouds, and they are his cha- 
riots, in which he rides up and down in the hea- 
vens, and waters his gardens and plantations on 
earth ; fee Fer. x. 13. Pf. civ. 3. which may be 
faid to be thick in comparifon of the air, in which 
they are ; otherwife they are but thin, and the thin- 
ner they are, the greater wonder it is, that the wa- 
ters, and fuch a heavy body of them, fhould be 
bound up in them, as there oftenis ; and which is 
bound up, held, and retained therein, as any thing 
bound up in a fack or bag, or in a garment, or the 
fkirt of a man’s coat ; fee Prov.-xxx. 4. and what 
is ftill more marvellous : and the cloud is not rent 
under them, under the waters, and through the 
weight of them ; which if it was, would fall in vaft 
water-fpouts, and were fuch to fall upon the earth, 

as 
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‘wonderful reftraint that is laid upon them; which 
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as it may be fuppofed they did at the general de: 
luge, they would deftroy man and beaft, and wath 
off and wath away the things of the earth: but 
God has fo ordered it in his infinite wifdom, and by 
his almighty power, that clouds fhould not be thus 
rent, but fall in {mall drops and gentle fhowefs, as 
if they pafled througha fieve or colander, whereby 
the earth is refrefhed, and made fruitful; fee Zod 
XXxXvi. 26—29. and xxxvii. 16: 

¥.9. He boldeth back the face of his throne, &c.] 
His throne is the heaven of heavens ; the face of it, 
or what is before it, is the ftarry and airy heavens ; 
this face of his throne is fometimes held back, or 
covered with clouds, that fo his throne is fo far 
from being vifible, that even the face of it, or the 
outfide er external appearance of it, is not to be 
feen. as follows : and /preadeth bis cloud upon it; 
and bothhe and his throne are invifible ; clouds and 
darknefs are round about him, and his pavilion 
round about are dark waters, and thick clouds of 
the fkies, Pf. xvili. 11. and xcvii. 2. and even the 
light in which he dwells, and with which he clothes 
himfelf is impervious to us, and is fo dazzling, that 
itfelf covers and keeps back himfelf and throne 
from being feen by mortals. The Targum tug- 
gefts, that what is here faid to be done, is done 
that the angels may not. feeit; but thefe always 
ftand before the throne of God, and always behold 
the face of God himfelf. 

y¥. 10. He hath compaffed the waters with bounds, 
&c.] Not the waters above the firmament, com- 
pafled by that, as if %od was contemplating on and 
difcourfing about what is done in the heavens 
above ; thoughthe Targum feems to incline to this 
fenfe, paraphrafing the words, ‘* he hath decreed 
that the firmament fhould be placed upon the face 
of the waters unto the end of light, with darknefs ;” 
but the waters of the fea, Fob defcending now to 
confider the waters of the great deep, and the 


fhall never depart; and the covenant he has made, 
which fhall never become void ; wherefore as long 
as they remain, the fea and its waters will be boun- 
ded as not to overflow the earth, Gem. viii. 22. Fer. 
XXXi. 34, 36. and xxxiii. 20, 25. or until the end 
of light with darknefs*, until both thefe have an 
end in the fame form and manner they now have ; 
otherwife aftet the end of all things there,will be 
light in heaven, and: darknefs inhell. ben Ezra 
interprets it thus, ‘* unto the place which is the 
end of light, for all that is above it is light, and 
below it the reverfe ;”” he feems to have refpect to 
the place that divides the hemifpheres, where when 
one is light the other is dark; and fo others fee to 
underftand it of fuch places or parts of the world, 
as ate half day and half night, ahd where one 
half of the yeat is light; and the other dark ; but 
the firft fenfe is beft. |. aed bids inass 
¥. 11. The pillars of heaven tremble; 8ec.} Which 
may be -underftood either of the air, the lower 
part of the heavens, which may be thought to be 
the foundation, prop, and fupport of them, and 
is fometimes called the firmament, and, the firma- 
ment of his power; Pf. cl. t. and which feems_ to 
tremble when there are thunder and lightnings, and 
corufcations in it; or elfe the mountains, which 
reachingup to the heavens, look as if they- were 
the pillars and fupport of them ; and are, indeed 
faid to be the foundations of heaven, which move 
and fhake and tremble at the prefence and power 
of God, and at any expreffions of his wrath and 
anger, and particularly through earthquakes and 
ftorms, and tempefts of thunder and lightning ; 
fee 2 Sam. xxii: 8. Pf Ixviii. 8. which are meant 
by what follows : and are aftonifbed at his reproof ; 
his voice of thunder, which is fometimes awful 
and terrible, aftonifhing and furprizing ; and to fet 
forth the greatnefs of it, inanimate creatures are 
reprefented as trembling; and aftonifhed at ic ; fee 
P/. civ. 27. fome interpret this figuratively of an- 
gels, who they fuppofe are employed in the direc- 
tion of the heavens, and the motion of the heaven- 
ly bodies; and who they think are the fame which 
in the new teftament are called she powers of bea- 
ven faid to be fhaken, Matt. xxiv. 29. and to be the 
feraphim that covered their faces upon a glorious 
difplay of the mayefty of God, and when the 
pofts of the door of the temple moved at the voice 
of him that cried, J/ vi. 1—4, but if a figurative 
fenfe may be admitted of, the principal perfons in 
the church, fometimes fignified by heaven in fcrip-. 
ture, may be thought of ; as minifters of the word, 
who are pillars in the houfe of God; yea, every 
true member of the church of God, is made a pil- 
Jar in it ; and thefe tremble, and are aftonifhed of- 
tentimes when the Lord rebukes them by afflic- 
tions, though it is in love and kindnefs to them, 
Prov. ix: 1. Gal. ii, g.. Rev. iil. 12. 
¥.12. He divideth the fea with bis power, &c.| 
As atthe firftcreation, whenthe waters were caufed 
to go off the face of the earth, and were feparated 
from it; and the one was called earth; and the 
other feas, Gen. i..g, 10. or it may refpect the di- 
vifion of thofe waters into divers feas and channels 
in the feveral parts of the world, for the better ac~ 
commodation of the inhabitants of it, in refpect of 
trade and commerce, and the more convenient 
fupply of them. with the various produce of diffe- 
rent countries, and the tranfmitting of it to them : 
fome 


is as aftonifhing as the binding up of the waters in 
the clouds without being rent by them ; for this 
vaft and unwieldy body of waters in the ocean, 
Jehovah manages with as much eafe as a mother or 
nurfe does a new-born infant, makes the cloud its 
garment, and thick darknefs a fwadling band for 
it, ch. xxviii. 8, 9. he has as it were with a com- 
pafs drawn a line upon the face of it ; he has broke 
up for it its decreed place, and fet bars, and 
doors, and bounds to its waves, that they may 
come no farther than is his pleafure, as is obferved 
in the fame place ; the bounds he hath compafied 
it with are the fhores, rocks, and clifts, fo that the 
waters cannot return and cover the earth, as they 
once did ; yea, which is very furprizing, he has 
placed the fand, as weak and fluid as it is, for the 
bound of the fea by a perpetual decree ; fo that 
though its waves tofs and roar, they cannot pre- 
vail, nor pafs.over it ; which mutt be owing to the 
almighty power, and fovereign will of God, who 
has given the fea adecree thatits waters fhould not 
pafs his commandment; and it mutt be afcribed to 
his promife and oath that the waters no more go 
over the earth to deftroy it; fee P/ civ. 9. Fer. 
v. 22. Prov. viii. 27, 29. Jf. liv. 9. until the day and 
night come to an end ; that is, as long as there will be 
the viciflitudes of day and night, till time fhall be no 
more, as long as the world ftands ; for that thofe thall 
continue fo long are the ordinances of God, which 
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Ch. xxvi ¥.13, 14. 


fome have thought this has refpect to the divifion ofjit of the crocodile, and the ‘epithet agrees with — 


the Red Sea for the children of J/rae/ to walk in as 
on.dty land, when purfued by the Egyptians, fup- 
pofed to be meant by Rabad in the next claufe 5 ra- 
ther it may defign the parting of the waves of the 
fea by a ftormy wind, raifed by the power of God, 
which» lifts up the waves on high, and. divides 
them in the fea, and dafhes them oneagainft ano- 
ther ; wrinkles and furrows them, as Farchi inter- 
prets the words, which is’ fuch an inftance of the 
power and. majefty of God, that he is fometimes 
defcribed by it, Jf li, 15. Fer. xxxi. 35. though 
the wordufed is fometimes taken in a quite diffe- 
rent fenfe, for the ftilling of the waves of the fea, 
and fo: it’ is by fome rendered here, be Jtilleth the 
fea by bis power”, the noifé of its waves, and makes 
them quiet, and the fea a calm, which has been 
exceeding boifterous and tempeftuous, and is ta- 
ken notice of. as an effect of his fovereign and un- 
controulable. power, Pj. Ixv. 7. and evit, 25-29. 
and may be obferved as a proof of our Lord’s di- 
vinity, whom the winds and fea obeyed, to the 
aftonithment of the mariners, who were convinced 
thereby that he muft be ‘fome wonderful and ex- 
traordinary: perfon, Matt. viii. 26, 2:7. and by bis 
underftanding be jmiteth through the proud,» the 
proud waves of the: fea, and humbles them, and 
makes them ftill as before:;or the proud mon- 
{trous creatures in it, as whales and others,. parti- 
cularly the Leviathan, the king over all the chil- 
dren of ‘pride, ch. xli. 34. fee Pfr dxxiv. 13514. 
‘The word uled is Rebab, one of the ‘names of, 
Egypt, Pf. Ixxxvii. 4. Uf li. 8. and fo archi in- 
terprets it of the Egyptians, who were {mitten of 
God with various plagues, and particularly in their 
firft-born, ‘and at laft at the Red-/ea,) where multi+ 
tudes perithed, and Pharaob their proud king, with 
his army ; who was an emblem of the devily whofe 
Gin, the caufe of his fall and ruin, was pride; and 
the picture of proud and haughty finners, whofe 
Geftru@tion fooner or later'is from the Lord's and 
which ig an inftance of his wifdom and underftand- 
ing, who humbles the proud, and» exalts the 
lowly. 

¥. 13. By bis [pirit be bath garnijbed the heavens, 
&c.] The vifible heavens, with the fun, moon 
and {tars with which they are ftudded and befpang- 
led, and look exceeding beautiful ; and theinvifible 
heavens, with angels, the morning-ftars, and glori- 
fied faints, who efpecially in the refurrection-morn 
will fhine not only like ftars, but as the fun in the 
firmament of heaven; and the church which is the 
heaven below is garnifhed with gofpel-minifters, 
adorned with the gifts and graces of the Spirit of 
God : ‘bis hand bath formed the crooked ferpent , be- 
caufe ‘Yob in the preceding claufe has refpect to the 
heavens and the ornament of them, this has led 
many to think that fome conftellation in the hea- 
vens is meant by the crooked ferpent, either the ga- 
laxy, or milky way, as Ben Gerfom and others ; or 
the dragon-ftar, as fome in Aben Ezra*: but ra- 
ther, ‘Fob defcends again to the fea, and concludes 
with taking notice of the wonderful work of God 
the Leviathan, with which God himfelf concludes 
his difcourfe with him/in the clofe of this book, 
which is called as here the crooked. or bar-fer- 
pent, J/ xxvii. 1. and fo the Jargum underttands 
it, ‘© his hand hath created Leviathan, which is 
like unto a biting ferpent.” 


> E> YIN pacavit mare, Bolducius ; quiefcit mare ipfum, Vatablus ; fo Sept. and Ben Gerfom. 


Phyfic. vet. & vera, c.g. §. 23, p. 137 
Schmidt ; oblongum, 
¢ecem, Montanus, Vatablus; fugiens, Codurcus. 


Some underftand 


“FAA wm) ferpentem vectem, Pagninus, Cocceins ; oblongum 


Junius & ‘Tremellius, Pifcator ; longa trabe rectior. Vide Metamorph, 1 3. 


it, whether it be rendered a dar-ferpent, as fome * ;\ 
that is, ftraight, ftretched out, long, as a bar, » 
the reverfe of our verfion ; or fleeing *, as others 5 © 
the crocodile being, as Pliny ‘ fays, , terrible to” 
thofe that flee from it, but flees from thofe that 
purfue it. archi interprets it of Pharaoh, or Le-- 
viathan, both an emblem of Satan, the old fer- 
pent, the devil, who is God’s creature, made by 
him as acreature, though not made a ferpent, or 
a devil, by him, which was. of himfelf, “Some 
have obferved the Trinity of perfons in thefe words, 
and who doubtlefs were concerned in the creation - 
of all things; here is Febovah, of whom the » 
whole context is ; and 47s /pirit, whopoas ‘he’ 
moved upon the face of the waters at the firftcrea-» 
tion, is here faid to beautify and adorn thethea-. 
vens ; and bis band, his fon, the power and wif- 
dom of God, by whom he made all things. ~ 9 

y¥.14. Lo, thefe are parts of bis ways, 8c.) This: 
is the conclufion of the difcourfe concerning the ! 
wonderful works of God; and Yob was fo far from 
thinking that he had :taken notice of all, or even 
of the chief and principal, that what he obferved - 
were only the extremities, the edges, the borders, 
and outlines of the’ ways and works’ of God in 
creation and: providence ; wherefore, if thefe were 
fo great and marvellous, what muft the reft be 
which were out of the reach of men topointout 
and:defcribe ?: but bow little a portion is beard of 
him ?. from the creatures, from the*works'of cre- 
ation, whether in heaven, earth, or fea ; for tho’ 
they do-declare in fome meafure his glory, and tho’ 
their voice is heard every where, and fhews forth 
the knowledge of .him ; even exhibits to view his 
invifible things, his eternal power’ and godhead ;' 
yet it is comparatively fo faint a light, that'men 
grope as it were in the dark, if haply they might 
find him, having nothing but the light of nature to» 
guide them. We hear the’ moft of him in his 
word, and by his fon e/us Chrift, in whofe face the 
knowledge of him, and his glorious perfections, is 
given, and yet wé know butin part, and prophefy’ 
in part 5 itis but little in “comparifon of what isin 
him, and indeed of what will be heard and known 
of him hereafter in eternity : dat the thunder of bis 
power who can underfiand ? meaning not literally 
thunder, which though it is a voice peculiar to God, 
and is very ftrong and powerful, as ‘appears by 
the effects of it; fee'ch. xl. 9 “Pf xxix. 3-9.” yet 
is not fovery unintelligible as to be taken notice of 
fo peculiarly, and to be inftanced in ‘as above all 
things out of the reach of the underftanding of 
men ; but rather the attribute of ‘his power, ‘of 
which ¥eb had been: difcourfing, and giving fo 
many inftances of ; and yet there is fuch an exceed- 
ing greatnefs in it, as not to be comprehended and 
thoroughly underftood by all that’ appear to our 
view; for his mighty power is fuch as isable to 
fubdue all things to himfelf, and reaches to things 
we cannot conceive of. Ben Gerfom not amifs ap- 
plies this to the greatnefs and multitude of the 
crees of God; and indeed if thofe works of his 
which are in fight, cannot be fully underftood by 
us, how fhould we be able to underftand things that 
are fecret and hidden in his own breaft, until by his 
mighty power they are carried into execution?’ fee’ 
1 Cor. ii. 9. ; ae an 
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CHAP, XxvVIi. 


HOUGH d's friends were become filent, 


and dropped the controverfy with him, he carried his point, 
ftill continued his difcourfe in this and the four|viction or confufio 


following chapters; in which he afferts his inte- 
grity, illuftrates and confirms his former fenti- 


ments ; gives further proof of his knowledge of |and faid 


things, natural and divine; takes notice of his for- 


mer ftate of profperity, and of his prefent diftreffes|as Farchi obferves, 
and afflictions, which came upon him, notwith-|ly ufed, fee 2 Sam. ii. 2 


|that he had got the advantage of them, and had 


and had brought them to con- 
n, or however to filence, which 
gave him heart and fpirit to proceed on with his 
oration, which he added to -his former difcourfe: 
3 as follows. 
¥.2. As God liveth, &c.] Which is an oath, 
and is a form of one frequent- 
7. and iv. 9. and is ufed 


ftanding his piety, humanity, and beneficence, and by God himfelf, who becaufe he can fwear by no 


his freedom from the groffer acts of fin, both with greater, 


{wears by himfelf, and by his life, which 


refpect to God and men, all which he enlarges upon.|ever continues, as in Ezek. xviii. 3. and many 


In this chapter he gives his word and oath for it, | other 
that he would never bely himfelf, and own that he/the in 
was an hypocrite, when he was not, but would] fhould men, 


continue to affert his integrity, and the righteouf- 


nefs of his caufe, as long ashe lived, y. 1—6. for|not to be but 


places ; and fo the angel of the Lord, even 
created angel, Dam. xii. 7. Rev. x. 6. and fo 
when they fwear at all, it fhould be 
in this manner, fee Fer. iv. 2. though this ought 
in cafes of moment and importance, 


to be an hypocrite, and to attempt to conceal his|for the confirmation of the truth, and to put an 


hypocrify, would be of no advantage to him, ei-|end to ftrife, 


when it cannot be done any other 


ther in life, or in death, y. 7—to. and was this| way than by an appeal to God ; as was the prefent 


his character and cafe, upon their principles, he|cafe with ¥od 


could expect no other than to be a miferable man, 
as wicked men are, who have their bleffings turned 
into curfes, or taken away from them, 


, it being about hypocrify, and want 
of integrity his friends chargéd him with; and fuch 
a cafe can only be determined truly and fully by 


and they |God, who is here defcribed as the living God, by 
removed out of the world in the moft awful and|whom men fwear, 


in oppofition to the idols of the 


terrible manner, and under manifeft tokens of the |Gentiles, which are of gold, filver, wood and ftone, 


wrath and difpleafure of God. 11—23. 


and without life and breath, or to their deified 
heroes, who were dead men; but the true God is 


¥. 1. Moreover Fob continued his parable, 8&c.}\the living God, has life in and of himfelf, and is 
Having finifhed his difcourfe concerning the works |the fountain of life to others, the author and giver 


and ways of Goa, and the difplay of his majefty,|of life, natural, 
power and glory in them,he paufesa while,waiting for | himfelf lives for 


{piritual and eternal, and who 
ever and ever; and as fuch is 


Zophar, whofe turn was next to rife up, and make | the object of faith and confidence, of fear and 


a reply to him; but neither he, nor any of his 
friends, reaffumed the debate, but kept a profound 
filence, and chofe not to carry on the difpute any 
further with him; either concluding him to be an 
obftinate man, not open to conviction, and on 
whom no impreflions could be made, and that it 
was all loft time and labour to ufe any argument 
with him ; or elfe being convicted in their minds, 
that he was in the right, and they in the wrong, 
though they did not chufe to own it; and efpe 
cially being furprized with what he had laft faid con- 
cerning God and his works, whereby they per- 
ceived he had great knowledge of divine things, 
and could not be the man they had fufpected him 
to be from his afflictions : however, though they 
are filent, ob was not, he added to take or lift up 
bis parable *, as the words may be rendered ; or 
bis oration, as Mr. Broughton, his difcourfe ; which 
becaufe it confifted of choice and principal things, 
which command regard and attention, of wife, grave, 
ferious and fententious fayings, and fome of them 
fuch, as not eafy to be underftood, being delivered in 
fimilies and figurative expreffions, as particularly in 
the following chapter, it iscalled his parable ; what 
are called parables being proverbial phrafes, dark fay- 
ings, allegorical or metaphorical expreffions, and 
the like: and which way of fpeaking od is here 
faid to take, and lift up, which is an eaftern phra- 
feology, as appears from Balaam’s ule of it, Numb. 


reverence, of love and affection; all which fwear- 
ing by him fuppofes and implies ; it is a faying of 
R. Fofouah, as Farchi on the place relates it, “ that 
Job from love ferved God, for no man {wears by 
the life of a king, but who loves the king :” the 
objet fwore by is further defcribed, who bath 
taken away my judgment , not the judgment of his 
mind, or his fenie of judging things, which re- 
mained with him quick and ftrong, notwithftand- 
ing his afflictions ; nor corre@tion with judgment, 
which continued with him ; but as the Targum pa- 
rapbrafeth it, “he hath taken away the rule of 
my judgment ;” that is, among men, his fubftance, 
wealth and riches, his former affluence’ and pro- 
fperity, which whilft he enjoyed, he was reckoned 
a good man ; but now all this being taken away 
by the hand of God as it was, he was cenfured as 
a wicked man, and even by his friends ; or rather 
itis a complaint, that God had negleéted the judge- 
ment of him, like that of the church in J/; xl. 27. 
that he did not ftir up himfelf to his judgment, even 
to his caufe, did not vindicate him, tho’ he appealed 
to him, did not admit him to his judgment-feat, 
‘nor give his caufe a hearing, and decide it, though 
he had moft earneftly defired it ; nor did he let him 
know the reafon of his thus dealing and contend- 
ing with him ; yea he afflicted him feverely, tho’ 


righteous and innocent, in which ¥d obliquely 
reflects upon the dealings of God with him; tho? 


xxiii. 7. and xxiv. 3,15. and may fignify, that/he does not charge him with injuftice, or break 


he delivered the following oration with great free-|out into bla 
om, boldnefs and confidence, and with a high|one of thofe 


fphemy of him; yet this feems to be 
fpeeches which God difapproved of, and 


tone and loud voice ; to all which he might be in-|is taken notice of by Elihu with a cen{ure, ch. xxxiv. 
duced by obierving through the filence of his friends,| 5. and the Almighty, who bath vexed my foul; with 


whom 


25uD ANY FID") & addidit affumere fuam parabolam, Pagninus, Montanus, 
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whoin nothing is impoffible, and who could eafily jof God, and of his dealings, they had entertained 3 
have relieved him from his diftreffes; and who|and to join in with which would be a prophanation — > 
was Shaddai, the all-fufficient Being, who could|and a pollution, as the word uled by him fignifies 5 ~ a 
have fupplied him with all things temporal and{he could not do it without defiling bis confcience, 
fpiritual he wanted; yet inftead of this vexed his{and prophaning truth: wntil 1 die, I will not re- 
foul with adverfity, with afflictions very grievous to| move my integrity from me; Job was an upright 
him, his hand touching and prefling him fore :}iman both in heart and life, through the grace-ef © 
or hath made my foul bitter’, dealt, bitterly with|God beftowed on him ; and he continued in his in= 
him, as the Almighty did with Naomi, Ruth i. 21.|cegrity, notwithftanding the temptations of Satan, 
Affiictions are bitter things, they are like the wa-|and his attacks upon him, and the folicitations of 
ters of Marah, they are wormwood and gall, they |his wife ; and he determined through the grace of 
caufe bitter diftrefs and forrow, and make a man|God to perfift therein to the end of his lite; tho? 
go and fpeak in the bitternefs of his foul; and|what he chiefly means here is, that he would not 
thefe are of God, to whom Fob afcribes his, and}part with his character as an upright man, which 
not to chance, and fortune; they were bitter things|he had always had, and God him(elf had bore 
God appointed for him, and wrote againft him. — |teftimony to; he would never give up this till he 
¥. 3. All the while my breath is in me, &c.} So}gave up the ghoft; he would never fuffer his inte 
long the oath of God would be upon him, or he|grity to be removed from him, nor remove it from 
bound himfelf under it: and the Spirit of God is|himfelf, by denying that it belonged to him, which 
in my noftrils; which fignifies the fame thing, The}his friends bore hard upon him todo. So farch# 
breath of a man is his fpirit, and this is of God|paraphrafes it, “*1 will not confefs (or agree) to 
the father of fpirits ; he firft breathed into man the}your faying, that 1am not upright ;” the phrate; 
breath of life, and he became a living foul or fpi- | ¢#// J die, feems rather to belong to the firft clanie; 
rit; it is he that gives life and breath to every |though it is true of both, and may be repeated in 
man, and continues it as long as he pleafes, which |this. ty 
is a very precarious thing ; for it is in his noftrils,} ¥. 6. My righteoufne/s I bold fa, and will not 
where it is drawn to and fro, and foon and eafily |/et i¢ go, &c.] Meaning not his perfonal righ- 
ftopped ; nor will it always continue, it will fomejteoufnets, or the righteouinels of his works, as his 
time not be, it will go forth, and then man dies, |juftifying righteoufnefs before God, and for accep+ 
and returns to the earth; but as long as there is|tance with him ; which no man that is convineed 
breath, there is life ; fo that to fay this, is the fame]}of. the. infufficiency of, as ob was, will hold 
as to fay, as long as I live, or have a being ; and}faft, but renounce, and defire, with the apoftle 
whilft that continued, Job looked upon himfelf|Pau/, not to be found in it, Péz/. iii. 9g. Indeed 
under the oath he had taken by the living God. [the righteoufnefs of his living Redeemer, which . 
¥. 4. My lips foall not fpeak wickedne/s, &c. ]|was his, and he might call fo, this he knew, and 
This is the thing he fwears to, this the matter of |knew he fhould be juftified by it, and which he 
his oath, not only that he would not fpeak a wick-|laid hold upon by faith in the ftrong exercife of 
ed word, not any thing corrupt, unfavoury, un- Jit, and would not drop it, or become remifs in it, 
chafte, prophane and idle, nor fpeak evil of his}but retain it, and conftantly make mention of it, 
neighbours and friends, or of anyeman; but that}and plead it as his juftifying righteoufnels with 
he would not fpeak wickedly of himfelf, as he|God; but here he intends the righteoufnefs of his 
muft do, if he owned himfelf to be a wicked man, |caufe, which he always maintained ftrongly, and 
and an hypocrite, as his friends charged him, and}|was determined he ever would, and never give 
they would have had him confeffed ; but he fwears}way, or let it drop, but continue to affirm, that 
he would not utter fuch wickednefs as long as he|he was a righteous man, and that it was not for 
had any breath in him: zor my tongue utter deceit ;\any unrighteoufnefs he had done to any man, that 
which refpeéts the fame thing ; not merely any fal-]God dealt thus with him; he had wronged no 
lacy or lye, or what might tmpofe upon and de-{man, he had done juftice to all men, as well as 
ceive another, which yet he was careful of ; but|he was not devoid of the fear of God, and piety 
fuch deceit and falfhood as would be a belying|towards him; and this character of himfelf he 
himfelf, which would be the cafe fhould he fay, | would never give up, but defend to the uttermoft: _ 
that he was devoid of integrity and fincerity. my heart foall not reproach me fo long as I live; not 
¥. 5. God forbid that I foould juftify you, &c.}|that he imagined he fhould or could live withour 
Not but that he counted them righteous and good |fin, fo that his confcience could never charge, ac- 
men Godward ; he did not take upon him to judge | cufe or upbraid him with it ; for there is no man, 
their ftate, and to juftify or condemn them with |let him live a life ever fo harmlefs and inoffenfive 
refpect to their everlafting condition ; but he couldjto God and man, but his heart will fmite bim, 
not juftify them in their cenfures of him, and fay |and condemn him for his fins committed in thought, 
they did a right thing in charging him with wick-|word and deed : but 7o0d’s fenfe is, that he would 
ednefs and hypocrify ; nor could he juftify them |never deny his integrity, or renounce the righte- 
in all their fentiments and doctrines which they joufnefs of his caufe, and own himfelf to be an 
had delivered concerning the punifhment of the Jinfincere and unrighteous man ; fhould he do this, 
wicked in this life, and the happinefs that attends|he fhould fpeak contrary to his own confcience, 
all good men; and that a man by his outward |which would accufe and reproach him for fo fay- 
cifcumftances may be known to be either a good]ing, and therefore he was determined it never 
man or a bad man; fuch things as thefe he|fhould; for as long as he lived, he neither could 
could not fay were right; for fo to do would be to |nor would fay any fuch thing, Some render the 
call evil good, and good evil; and therefore he |laft phrafe, for my days‘, or concerning them; for * 
exprefles bis utmoft abhorrence and deteftation of | my courfe of life, all my days, fo archi; forthat 
fhewing his approbation of fuch conduét as theirs my heart fhall not reproach me, as being conicious 
towards him, and of fuch unbecoming fentiments’ to himfelf he had lived in all good confcience to 
that 
® $53 “rT affecit amaritudine animam meam, Pagninus. Montanus, Mercerus, Michaelis ; fo Sept. . Saale 
propter dies meos, Muntter ; ve/ propter dies vite mez, Michaelis; de diebus meis, Schultens, 
Eb 


that day, and trufted he 
before given is beft, 
_¥-7- Let mine enemy be as the wicked, &c. ] 
Fob in this, and fome following verfes, fhews, that 
he was not, and could not, and would not be a 
wicked man and an hypocrite, or however had no 
opinion and liking of fuch perfons ; for whatever 
his friends might think of him, becaufe he had 
faid fo much ‘of their outward profperity in this 
world; yet he was far from approving of, or con- 
niving at their wickednefs and hypocrify, or chu- 
fing them for his companions, and joining with 
them in their aétions, or imagining they were really 
happy perfons ; fo far from it, that he would not 
bein their Condition and circumftances for all the 
world, for if he was to with a bad thing to the 
greateft enemy he had, he could not with him, any 


ever fhould ; but the fenfe | wicked and an unrighteous man. are the fame,. and, 
. _.. ,jare frequently. put together as defcribing the fame, 

fort of perfons, fee J/. lv. via de-eed 
¥.8. For what is rhe hope of the hypocrite; &c.] 
In religion, who feems to be what he is not, a holy 
and righteous man ; profefles to have what he-has 
not, the grace of God; pretends to do what: he 
does not, worfhip God fincerely and fervently, and 
does all he does to be feen of men; though fuch a 
man pay have an hope, as he has,of an intereft in the 
divine favour, and of eternal glory and happinefs, 
what will it fignify ? what avail will it be unto 
Fhim ? what will it iffue in? ob was of the fame 
mind in. this:with Bildad and Zopbar, thatfuch a 
man’s hope. is as the fpider’s web, and as:the give 
fing up of the ghoft, ch. viii, 14. and.xi. 20. 
|however he may pleafe himfelf with it in, this life, 
ic will be of no fervice to him at death ;. for. it is 
not like that of the true believer's, that is fure.and 
ftedfaft, and founded upon the perfeé& righteouf- 
inefs and facrifice of Chrift ; but upon, his outward 
{ubftance, fanfying, that becaufe God profpers, him 
jin this world, ;he is highly in his favour, :and fhall 
enjoy the happinefs of the. world to come; .and 
upon his external profeffion of religion, and round 
of duties performed by him, bur he’ll find himfelf 
miftaken : though be hath gained.; great wealth and 
riches under a guile of religion, and by that means 
making gain of godlinefs, and taking the one for 
ithe other ; fo the Targum, ** becaufe he hath ga- 
thered the mammon of falfhood;” and alfohas great 
gifts, and a great deal of head-knowledge, being 
able to talk of, and difpute about moft points. of 
Teligion, and fo, has gained a great name among 
men both for knowledge and_holinefs, and yet all 
will, not ftand him in any ftead, or be of any.ad- 
vantage to him: when God taketh away his foul.2 
out of his body, by death, as a fword is drawn 
out of its fcabbard, and which is as eafily.done by 
him ; or as a fhoe is plucked off from the foot, 
‘as Aben Ezra, and what he has a right to.do, and 
will do it: and this taking it away feems to be in 
a violent manner, though not by what is called a 
violent death,, yet againft the will of the perfon ; 
|a good man is willing to die, is defirous of it, and 
gives up the ghoft cheafully ; but an hypocrite is 
not willing to die, being afraid of death, and there- 
fore his lite or foul is taken from him without his 
confenc ‘and will, and notin love but in wrath, 
as the latter part of this chapter fhows. | Now ob 
had an hope,which bore him up under all his trou- 
bles, and which he retained. in the moft killing 
and diftreffed circumftances, and which continued 
with him, and fupported him in the views of death 
and eternity, fo that he could look upon. death, 
and into another world, with pleafure, and there= 


worle than to be as a wicked and unrighteous man ; 
that is, to be a wicked and unrighteous. man. ; 
_ Which it is impoffible for a ‘good man to with, and 
indeed would be a needlef{s with, fince all that are 
enemies to’ good: men, as fuch, mult be wicked ; 
and fach were ¥ob’s enemies,’ as. the Chaldeans and 
Saveans, but that they might be as, fuch, in, ‘their 
ftate and circumftances, or rather as they will be in 
the confequence of things, moft wretched and mi- 
ferable ; for they are always under the difpleafure 
of God, and hated by hiny; and whatever fulnefs 
they may have of the things of this world, : they. 
have them with a curfe, and they are curfes.to 
them,’ and their end will. be everlafting ruin and 
deftruction ;_ wherefore the ‘Septuagint verfion is, 
as the overthrow of the ungodly, and as the perdition 
of tranfereffors ; though fome take this to. be a 
kind of an ironical imprecation, and that by. the 
wicked man here, and unrighteous in the next 
claufe, he means himfelf, whom his friends reckon- 
ed a wicked and unrighteous man; and then the 
fenfe is, I wifh you all my friends, and even the 
worft enemies I have, were but as wicked Fob. is, 
as you call him; not that he .wifhed they might 
be'afflicted in body, family and eftate, as he was, 
but that they were as good men as he was, and 
partook of as much of the grace of God as he did, 
and had the fame integrity and righteoufnefs as he 
had, fee 4s xxvi. 29. and:fuch a. with as ‘this, 
as it ferves to illuftrate his own character, fo it 
breathes charity and good-will to others; and _in- 
deed it cannot be thought the words are to be taken 
in fuch a fenfe, as that he wifhed the fame evils 
might be retorted upon his enemies, whether open 
or tecret, which they were the means of bringing 
upon him, which was contrary to the fpirit of Fob, 
ch. Xxxi. 29, 30. Some contider them not.as an 
imprecation, bat as a prediction, mine enemy shall 
be as the wicked*; and may have refpeét to his 
friends, who were fo ready to charge him, with | fore could. be no hypocrite, fee ch. xiii. 155.16. 
wickednefs, and fuggefts, that in the iffue of things | and. xix. 25-27. ) ) 
they would be found, and not, he, guilty of fin}  y.9. Will God hear bis cry when trouble. cometh 
and folly, and to have faid the things that: were | upon him ?] No, he will not, be heareth.not fins 
hot right, neither of God, nor of him, which had |ners, and, fuch as regard iniquity in their. hearts, 
its accomplifhment, ch. xlii. 7. and be that rifeth | Pf, \xvi..18. every man) has trouble more or lefs 
up againft me as the unrighteous, which is but an-|in this life, even, the beft.of men ; and. generally 
other way of expreffing the fame thing; for an ene- | {peaking they have the moft, and wicked. men the 
my, and one that rifes up againft.a man, is the fame |leaft ;_ but when death comes, he is a king of ter- 
perfon ; only this the better explains what enemy rors to. them, and they find forrow and trouble ; 
is intended, eyen an open one;. that rifes up in an |and efpecially at the day of judgment, when 
hoftile manner, full of rage and fury ; and fo a}they will cry,.for mercy,;. and. hypocrites, y bes 
inal ooli 
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tions of the godly, and the profperity of the wick-. 
ed. ~ Zod had been a teacher and inftruétor of others. 
in the times of his profperity, and his words had 


foolith: virgins, will cry, Lord; Lord open unto 
tis but when they call for mercy, the Lord will 
not ‘anfwer, but laugh at their calamity, and mock 
when their fear cometh, Prov. i. 26; 28. but God 
hears the ctiés of his people when in trouble, whe- 
ther in life, or in death, and is a prefent help 
anto them, arid when ftrength and heart fail, he 
is their portion, and will be fo for evermore ; and 
though fometimes they think he does not hear 
them, as Fob fometimes complains, yet he makes 
it appear that he does fooner or later, and fo od 
deferibes himfelf.as one that calleth upon God, and 
he ‘anfwereth him, ch. xii. 4. and therefore might 
conclude he was no hypocrite. 

* Y10. Will be delight himfelf in the Almighty ? 
&c.] Fhat is, the hypocrite? no, he will not ; he 
may feem to delight in him, but he does not truly 
and fincerely ; not in him as the Almighty, or in 
his: orhnipotence, into whofe hands it is a fearful 
thifig to fall, and who is able to deftroy foul and 
body in hell ; nor in his omnifcience, who featches 
and knows the hearts of alt men, and the infince- 
tity of the hypocrite, how covert to men foever le 
is ; not in his holinefs, which at heart he loves 
not; ‘nor in his ways and worfhip, word, ordi- 
nan¢es and people, though he makes a fhew of it, 
If. Wii. 2. will be always call upon God? God 
only is to be'called upon, and it becomes all men 
to “call upon” him for all bleflimgs, ‘temporal and 
fpiritual ; and this fhould be done in faith, with 
fervency, in fincerity and uprightnefs of foul, and 
with conftancy, always, at all times both of pro- 
{perity and adverfity ; but an hypocrite does not, 
and cannot call upon God ina fincere and fpiritual 
manner ; nor is he conftant in this work, only by 
fits and ftarts, when it is for his worldly intereft and 
external honour fo to do. Now ¥ob was one that 
delighted in God, was uneafy at his abfence, long- 
éd for communion with him, fought earneftly after 
him, frequently and conftantly called upon him, 
‘though he was wrongly charged with cafting’ off 
the fear of God, and reftraining prayer before 
him, and therefore no hypocrite. Some under- 
ftand ‘ all this as affirmed of the hypocrite, fetting 
forth his prefent feeming ftate of happinefs ; as that 
he has a hope of divine favour, and of eternal fe- 
licity ; has much peace and tranquillity of mind 
in life, and at death; is heard of God when trou- 
ble comes, and fo gets out of it, and enjoys great 
profperity ; profeffes much delight and pleafure in 
God, and his ways, and is a conftant caller upon 
him, and keeps clofe to the external duties of re- 
ligion; and yet notwithftanding all this, is in the 
iffue, when death comes, exceeding miferable, as 
the following part of the chapter fhows. 

y. 11. I will teach you by the hand of God, &c.]} 
To ferve God, and fpeak truth, fays one of the 
Yewifh commentators * ; rather the works of God, 
and methods of his provdence, with wicked men 
and hypocrites ; the wifdom of God in his difpen- 
fations towards them; the reafons why he fuffers 
them to live in outward profperity and happinefs, 
and what in the iffue will be their cafe and circum- 
ftances ; wherefore ‘fome render the words, J wil] 
teach you the hand of God, ot of, or concerning the 
band of God*; and fo Mr. Broughton, of God, his 
band not his works of nature which his hand had 
wrought, of which he had difcourfed in the pre 
ceding chapter; but his works of providence, and] this chapter, A wicked man is notonly one that has 
thofe more myfterious ones relating to the afflic-' been fo from the womb, and is openly and noto- 
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3, 4. and he was not the lefs qualified for, nor the 


which had been a fchool to him, in which he had. 
learned many ufeful leffons himfelf, and fo was in 
a better capacity of teaching others. Thus fome 
render the words, J will teach you, being in or un- 
der the band of God‘; under his mighty hand, his. 
affli@ting, chaftizing hand, which had touched him, 
and preffed him fore, and yet had guided and in- 
ftru¢éted him in many things, and particularly re- 
lating to the fubjeét he propofed to inftruét his. 
friends in; who, though they were men of know- 
ledge, and in years, yet he apprehended needed, 
inftruction ; ard he undertook to give them fome 
by the good hand of God upon him, through 
his help and affiftance, and under the influences 
and teachitgs of his Spirit. The Targum is, * 1 
will teach you by the prophecy of God,” fee 
Ezek. i. 3. and iii. 14. that which is with the Al- 
mighty will I not conceal, meaning not. the fecret 
purpofes and decrees of God within himfelf, which 
cannot be known, unlefs he reveals them ; rather 
fecret truths, which are not obvious to every one, 
the myfteries of the kingdom, the wifdom of God 
in a myftery, the knowledge of which the Lord 
vouchfafes to fome of his people in a very pecu- 
liar manner ; though the myfteries of Providence 
feem ‘chiefly intended, which thofe that carefully 
obferve, attain to an underftanding of, fo as to be 
capable of inftruéting others; and indeed what is 
in referve with God for men among his treafures, 
whether of grace or glory, for his own peculiar 
people, or efpecially of wrath and vengeance, for 
wicked men and hypocrites may be here defigned ; 
and whatever knowledge men have of the my- 
fteries of nature, providence and grace, which may 
be profitable unto others, and make for the glory 
of God, fhould not be concealed from men, fee 
ch. vi. 10. 

y.12. Bebold, all ye yourfelves have fen it, 8c J 
As they were men of obfervation, at leaft made 
great pretenfions to it, as well as of age and ex- 
perience, they muft have feen and obferved fome- 
what at leaft of the above things; they muft have 
feen the wicked, as David atterwards did, fpread- 
ing himfelf like a green bay-tree, and the hypo- 
crites in eafy and flourifhing circumftances, and 
good men labouring under great afflictions and 
preffures, and ¥od himfelf was now an inftance of 
that before their eyes: twby then are ye thus altoge- 
ther vain? or become vain in vanity*; fo exceed- 
ing vain, fo exceffively trifling, as to fpeak and aét 
againft the dictates of their own confcience, againit 
their own fenfe, and what they faw with their own 
eyes, and advance notions fo contrary thereunto ; 
as to affirm that evi] men are always punifhed of 
God in this life, and good men are fucceeded and 
profpered by him; and fo from Jod’s afflictions 
drew fo vain and empty a conclufion, that he muft 
be a wicked man and an hypocrite. 

¥. 13. This is the portion of a wicked man with 
| God, &c.] Not to be punifhed in this life, but 
after death. This is what Yod undertook to teach 
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upheld, ftrengthened and comforted many, ch. iv. - 


lefs capable of fuch an office now in his adverfity, 


his friends, and is the purport of what follows in — 
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rioully a wicked man; but one alfo that is fo fe- 
cretly, under a mafk of fobriety, religion and god- 
linefs, and is an hypocrite, for of fuch Fob {peaks 
in the context; and the portion of fuch a man is 
not what he has in this life, which is oftentimes a 
very affluent one as to the things of this world, 
but what he has after deato, which is banifhment 
from the prefence of God, the everlafting portion 
of his people, a part in the lake which burns with 
fire and brimf{tone, the wrath of God to the utter- 
mott, the fecond death, and_a dwelling with de- 
vils and wicked men, fuch as himfelf, even a por- 
tion with hypocrites, which of all is the moft dread- 
ful and miferable, Matt. xxiv. 51. and this is with 
God, is appointed by him ;, for God has appointed 
the wicked, the veffels of wrath, fitted by their fins 
for deftruétion to the day of evil, to everlafting 
ruin and deftruction; and it is prepared by him 
for them, as for the devil and his angels, and for 
thein it is referved among his treafures, even black- 
nefs of darknefs, damnation, wrath and vengeance : 
and the heritage of oppreffors which they foall receive 
of the Almighty, thele are {uch who are either op- 
preflors of the poor in their natural and civil rights, 
taking from or denying to them what of right is 
their due ; or oppreffors of the faints in their reli- 
gious rights and privileges, furious perfecutors of 
them ; and who, being powerful, are terrible, as 
the word fignifies : there is an heritage, or an inhe- 
ritance. for thofe, which is entailed upon them, and 
will defcend unto them, as the firft-born of their 
father the devil, as children of difobedience, and 
fo of wrath, and like an inheritance will endure : 
and this they /ball receive ; it is future, it is wrath 
fo come, and it is certain there is no efcaping it ; 
it is their due defert, and they thall receive it; 
it is in the hands of the almighty God, and he 
will render it to chem, and they fhall moft affured- 
ly inherit it. 

¥. 14. If bis children be multiplied, &c.] As it 
is poffible they may ; this is one external bleffing 
common to good men and bad men. Hamaan, that 
proud oppreffor, left ten ‘fons behind him, and 
wicked Ahab had feventy : it is for the fword ; for 
them that kill with the tword, as the Targum ; to 
be killed with it, as in the two inftances above ; 
Haman’s ten fons were flain by the fword of the 
Jews, and Abab’s feventy fons by the fword of 
Febu, or thofe he ordered to flay them. | The chil- 
dren of fuch wicked perfons are oftentimes put to 
death, either by the fword of the enemy, fall in 
battle in an hoftile way, which is one of God’s four 
fore judgments; or leading a moft wicked life, 
commit {uch capital crimes as bring them into the 
hand of the civil magiftrate, who bears not the 
{word in vain, but is the minifter of God, a re- 
vengeful executioner of wrath on wicked men; or 
elfe they die by the fword of the murderer, being 
brought into the world for fuch, and through their 
riches become their prey, Ho/. ix. 13. or if neither 
of thefe is the cafe, yet they at laft, let them pro- 
fper~as they will, fall a facrifice to the glittering 
{word of divine juftice, whetted and drawn in wrath 
againft them ; the {word of the enemy feems chiefly 
intended: and bis offspring fhall not be fatished with 
bread, {ach of them as die not by the fword, fhall 
perifh by famine, which is another of God’s fore 
judgments ; though this may refpeét the grand- 
children of wicked men, whom God vifits to the 
third and fourth generation; the Targum para- 
phrafes it, his childrens children, and fo Sephorno ; 
to which agrees the Vulgate Latin verfion: the 
fenfe is, that the pofterity of fuch wicked men, 


383 
when they are dead and gone, fhall be fo reduced as 
to beg their bread, and fhall not have a fufficiency 
of that for the fupport of nature, but fhall die for 
want of food, , 

¥. 15. Thofe that remain of him, 8cc.] Of the 
wicked man after his death ; or fuch that remain, 
and have efcaped the fword and famine: fhall be 
buried in death ; the peftilence, emphatically called 
death, by the Hebrews, as by us the mortality, fee 
Rev, vi. 8. This is. another of God’s fore public 
judgments on wicked men, and is fuch a kind of 
death, by reafon of the contagion of it, that a 
perfon is buried as foon as dead almoft, being in- 
feétious to keep him ; and fo Mr. Broughton tran{- 
lates the words, ‘¢ his remnant thall be buried as 
foon as they are dead ;” or the difeafe of which, 
fuch die being fo very infectious fometimes, no one 
dares to bury them for fear of catching it, and fo 
they lie unburied; which fome take to be the fenfe 
of the phrafe, either that they fhall be hurried 
away to the grave, and fo not be embalmed and 
lie in ftate, and have an honourable and pompous 
funeral,or that they fhall have none atall, their death 
will be all the burial they fhall have: or-elfe the 
fenfe is, they hall die fuch a death as that death 
fhall be their grave; and they fhall have no other, 
as the men of the old world that were drowned in 
the flood,.and Pharaoh aad his hoft in the Red-fea, 
and Korab, Dathan and Abiram, who were fwal- 
lowed up in the earth, and fuch as are devoured 
by wild beafts ; and if this laft could be thought 
to be meant, we have all the four fore judgments 
of Ged inthis and the preceding verfe, fword,. fa- 
mine, peftilence, and evil beafts: and bis widows 
foall not weep leaving more than one behind him, 
polygamy being frequent in thofe times ; or elfe 
thefe are his fons. wives, left widows by them, as 
Bar Tzemach thinks, they being the perfons imme- 
diately fpoken of, dying by various deaths before 
mentioned ; but whether they be his widows, or 
theirs, they fhall weep for neither of them ;. either 
becaufe they themfelves will be cut off with them; 
or their hufbands dying fhameful deaths, lamenta- 
tion would be forbidden ; or they would not be able 
to weep through the aftonifhment and ftupor they 
fhould be feized with it at their death 3 or having 
lived {uch miferable and uncomfortable lives with 
them, they fhould be fo far from lamenting their 
death, that they fhould, as Farchi interprets it, re- 
Joice at it; the Septuagint verfion is, “* no one 
fhall have. mercy on their widows.” 

¥. 16. Though he heap up filver as the duft, &c.] 
Which as it denotes the. great abundance of it, 
collected together, fo it exprefiés the biafs and dif- 
pofition of fuch a man’s mind, that he can’t be 
content without amaffing great quantities of it, and 
alfo his diligence and fuccefs therein, fee 1 Kings x. 
27. Pf. xxxix. 6, Hab. ii, 6. and. prepare raiment 
as the clay; not merely for ufe, but pomp and 
thow,:to fill his wardrobes with; and formerly rai- 
ment was part of the treafure of great men; the 
phrafe fignifies that he might have fuch a variety 
of raiment, and fuch large quantities of ir, that 
he would value it no more than fo much clay ; or 
elfe that his riches, confift of what it would, would 
be both polluting and troublefome to him; the 
Sepiuagint verfion reads gold inftead of raiment, as 
in Zech. ix. 3. where like expreffions are ufed of 
Tyre. - 

¥.17. He may prepare it, &c.] Raiment ; begin- 
ning with that firft, which was mentioned laft, 
which is frequent in the Hebrew and Eaffern lan- 
guages; fuch things may be.done, and often are, 
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by wicked men: du the juft fhall put it on; the 
wicked man will either have ‘no heart, or have no 
time to-wear it, at leaft’ to wear it out; and fo a 
jut man fhall have it; as the J/raelites put on’ the 
raiment of the Zgyptians; which they. begged: or 
borrowed, and fpoiled them of, Exod, xii. 35. 
and oftentimes fo it is in Providence, that the 
wealth of wicked. ‘mem is by one means or another 
transferred into the families of good men, who en- 
joy it, and make a better ufe of it, Prov. xiii. 22. 
and the-innocent foall divide the filver ; have a part 
of it at leaft, or divide the whole between his chil- 
dren; or give a part of it to the poor; fo money 
that.is ilh gotten, -or ill ufed, is taken away, and 
put into the hands of one that will have mercy on 
the poor, and liberally diftribute it to them, Prev. 
“xvid B. jordan 

¥. 18..He buildeth bis houfe as a moth, &c. | 


fom; and fo Mr. Broughton, be is not taken 
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ward off the ftroke of death, and their death is 
imiferable ; he is wot gathered, or fball not gather™, 
he can’t gather up his riches, and carry it with him, 
Pf. xfix. 15, 16. 1 Tim. Vi. 7. be openeth bis, eyes — 


in another world, and it is not, his riches are not” 


with him; or, as the Vulgate Latin verfion be 
foal find nothing ; or rather the meaning is, he is” 


not gathered ; to his grave, as Farcht and Ben Ger 


shen ip, ie 
as hé interprets it, to be honeftly buried. He is 
not buried'in the fepulchres of his anceftors, which 
is often in fcripture fignified by a man being a= 


thered to his people, or to his fathers ; but here it 
is fuggefted, that notwithftanding all “his riches, 
he fhould have no burial, or what is worfe than 


that, when he dies he fhould’not be gathered to the 
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faints and people of God, or into God’s garner, 


‘into heaven and happinefs':” but be openeth ‘bis eyes 5 


Which builds its houfe in a garment by eating into[in hell, as the rich man ‘is faid tO do, and finds 
it, and fo deftroying it, ‘and in time eats itfelf out | himfelf' in inexpreffible ‘torment ; and ‘be is not; 
of houfe and home, and however does not'continue/ on earth, in his palace he built, nor among his au- 
long init, but is foon and eafily fhook out, or{ merous family, friends and’ acquaintance, and in 


bruthed off ; fo a wicked man builds himfelf an 
houfe, ..a’ flately palace, Vike Ardurus*; fo fome | 
render the words from ch. ix. 9. a palace among 
the ftars, an heavenly palace and paradife,’ and ex- 
pects it will continue for éver; but as he builds it 
with:the mammon of urrighteoufnefs, and to the 
prejudice and injury’of others, and with their mo- 
ney, or what was due to them, fo by his fins and 
iniquities he brings rwin and deftruction upon him- 
felf, and his: family, fo that his houfe foon falls 
to decay,. and at leaft he and his pofterity’ have 
but a fhort-lived enjoyment of it. This may be 
applied in a figurative fenfe to the hypocrite’s hope 
and confidence, which, is like a fpider’s ‘web, a 
moth-eaten garment, anda houfe built’ tpon the 
fand ; the Septuagint verfion here adds, as a /pider, 
ch. vill 13—15. Tf li. 8. Matt. vii. 26,27: and 
as a booth that the keeper maketh; either a keeper 
‘of fheep,*who fets up his tent in a certain place 
for a while, for the fake of pafturage, and then 
removes it, to which the allufion is, J/. xxxviii. 12. 
‘or’a keeper of fruit, as the Targum, of gardens 
and, orchards,, that the fruit is not ftolen; or of 
fig-trees and vineyards, as Farehi and Bar Tzemach, 
which is-only a lodge or hut pitched for a feafon, 
until the fruit is gathered in, and then is taken 
down, fee J/. i. 8. Lam. ii. 6. and it fignifies here 
the fhort continuance of the houfe of ‘the wicked 
man, which he imagined would continue for ever, 
Pf. xix. et. 

y¥.19. The sich maw foall lie down, but be fall 
not be gathered, &c.} That is, the wicked rich 
man ; and the fenfe is, either he fhall lie down up: 
on his bed, but fhan’t be gathered to reft, fhall get 
no fleep, the abundance of his riches, and the fear 
of lofing them, or-his life for them, will not fuffer 
him to compofe himfelf to fleep ; or elfe it exprefies 
his fudden lofs of them, he tes down at night to 
take his reft, and itis not gathered, his’ riches are 
not gathered or taken away from him, but remain 
with him: be openeth bis eyes; in the morning, 
when he awakes from’ fleep': and it is not ; by one 
providence or another he is ftripped of all fub: 
ftance ; or rather this is to be underftood of his 
death, and of what befals him at that time: death 
is often in fcripture fignified by lying down, fleep- 
ing and taking reft, as on a bed, fee ch. xiv. 10, 
12. rick men die as well as others; their riches 


the poffeffion of his earthly’ riches, but is'in hell 
in the moft’ miferable and diftreffed ‘condition that 
can be conceived of.. Some think thd Taft claufe 
refpeéts the fuddenefs of “his death, one’ opens bis 
eyes; and looks at him, and he is not; he’s dead, in 
the twinkling of an eye, and is no more'in the land 
of the living ; but the former fenfe is bet, aarp 

¥: 20. Terrors take béld on him’ as waters, &c.} 
The terrdrs of death, and of an awful judgment 
that is to come after it; finding himfelf dying, 
death is the king of terrors to him, dreading not 
only the awful ftroke of death itfelf, but of what’ 
is to follow upon it; or rather thefe ‘terrors are 
thofe that feize the wicked man. after death, per- 
ceiving ‘in what a horrible condition he is in, the 
terrors of “a guilty eonfcience lay hold on him, re- 
membring his. former fins with all the aggravating 
¢ircumftances of them; the terrors of the law’s: 
cutfes, lighting upon him, and of the wrath and 
fury of the Almighty pouring out on him and fur- 
rounding him, and devils’ and damned fpirits all 
about him; Thefe will feize him as wafers, like 
a flood of waters, denoting the abundance of them, 
terror on every fide, a magor miffabib will he be, 
and. coming with great rapidity, with an irrefifti- 
ble force, and without ceafing, rolling one after 
another in.a fudden and furprifing manner: @ ¢em- 
peft flealeth him away in the mght ; the tempeft of 
divine wrath, from which there is no fhelter, but 
the perfon, blood and righteoufnefS of Chrift; this 
comes like a thief, fuddenly and unexpectedly, and 
fteals the wicked man out of this world ; or rather 
from the judgment:feat, and carries him into the 
regions of darknefs, of horror and black defpair, 
where he is furrounded with the aforefaid terrors; 
this is faid to be in the night, to make it the more 
fhocking and terrible, fee Luke xii. 19. and may 
have refpect to that blacknefs that attendsa tempeft, 
and to that blacknefs of darknefs fated ae 
wicked men, ude 13. ENS i , 
—¥. 21. The eaft wind carrieth bim Yo 


fore againft his will out of the world, from his houfe, — 
his family, his friends, his poffeffions and eftates, 


‘and carries him to hell to be a companion wit 


can’t profit them, or be of any avail to them tojdevils, and fhare with them in all the mileries of © 


wy quafi Arcuri, Junius & Tremellius ; fo Aben Ezra..~ 
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that dreadful ftate and place. The Septuagint and|done without fhewing any mercy at all ; for tho’ 


Vulgate Latin verfions render it, @ burning wind,|the wicked have much of fparing mercy in this * 
fuch as are frequent in the eaitern countries, which 


carry a man off at once, fo that he has only time 
at moft to fay I burn, and immediately drops down 
dead, as Thevenot, and other travellers, relate ; 
which is thus defcribed, ‘* It is a wind called Samiel, 
or Poifon-wind, a very hot one, that reigns in 


fummer from Mo/ul to Surrat, but only by land, 


not upon the water; they who have breathed 
that wind, fall inftantly dead upon the place, 
though fometimes they have time to fay, that they 
No fooner does a man die by this 
wind, but he becomes as black as a coal3 and if 


burn within. 


one take him by his leg, arm, or any other place, 


his flefh comes from the fame, and is plucked off 


by the hand that would lift him up * :” 


and again, 


it is obferved, that in Perfia if a man in June or 


July breathes in certain hot fouth-winds that come 


from the fea, he falls down dead, and at moft has 


no more time than to fay he burns°®. Wicked men 
are like chaff and ftubble, and they can no more 
refift death, than either of thefe can refift the eaft- 
wind ; and they are as eafily burnt up and con- 
fumed with the burning wind of God’s wrath, as 
they are by devouring flames; and though wicked 
men and hypocrites may think all will be well with 
them, if they have but time to fay, Lord have 
mercy on us ; they’may be carried off with fuch a 
burning wind, or fcorching difeafe, as to be able 
only to fay, that they burn, and not in their bo- 
dies only, but in their fouls alfo, feeling the wrath 
of God in their confciences: or this may have re- 
fpect to the devouring flames of hell they are fur- 
rounded with upon dying, or immediately after 


death, fee J/: xxxiii. 14. and he departeth ; out of 


the world, not willingly, but whether he will or 
no, he mutt depart ; or rather, he will be bid to 
depart, and he will depart from the bar of God, 
from his prefence, into everlafting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels: and as a florm burleth 
him out of bis place ; this is done either at death, 
when as a ftorm hurls atree, or any other thing 
out of its place, fo is the finner forced out of his 
place in a tempeftuous manner, through the power 
and wrath of God, fo that his place knows him 
no more; and he is huried into hell, and ever- 
lafting deftruétion, juft as the finning angels were 
hurled out of heaven, and caft down into hell, 
and there will be no,place found in heaven for them 
any more ; or rather this will be his cafe at judg- 
ment, which immediately follows, where the wick- 
ed fhall not ftand, or be able to juftify themfelves, 


world, they have none in the next ;_ there is fparing 
mercy now, but none in hell ; God that fpared not 
the angels that finned, nor the old world, nor So- 
dom and Gomorrah, will not fpare them he that 
nade them, will have no mercy on them ; and he 
that formed them, will fhew them no favour: be 
would fain flee out of bis hands; in whofe hands he 
is, not as all men are, being the works of his 
hands, and fupported by him ; much lefs as his 
people are, fecure there; but in his hands as an 
awful and terrible judge, condemning him for his 
fins, and fentencing him to everlafting punifhment ; 
and a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of the 
living and almighty God ; there is no getting out of 
them, though fleeing be flees, asthe phrafe is, with 
all his might and main, with all the fwiftnefs he 
can; it is all to no purpofe; he is where he was, 
and muft continue in the torment and mifery he is in, 
to all eternity ; his worm of confcience will never 
die, nor the fire of divine wrath be ever quench- 
ed; though he will defire death ten thoufand times 
over, he fhall not find it, it fhall flee from him, 
Rev. ix, 6.- 
¥.23. Men fhall clap their hands at him, &c.] 
In a way of joy and triumph, fcorn and derifion, 
fee Lam.ii.15. Nabum iii. ig. either at the time of his 
death, being glad they are rid of him, P/- Iii. 5, 6. 
or rather hereafter, to all eternity, while the wrath 
and vengeance of God is pouring on him; and 
this will be done by all righteous men-evermore ; 
not pleafing themfelves with the fhocking fcene, nor 
indulging any evil paffion in them, from which they 
will be entirely free 5 but rejoicing in the glory of 
divine juttice, which will be difplayed in the ever- 
lafting deftruction of wicked men, fee Rev. xviii. 
20. and xix. 1, 2. and this need not be reftrained 
to good men only, but afcribed to angels alfo ; 
for it may be rendered imperfonally, hands fhall be 
clapped at him or joy be exprefled on this occa- 
fon by all in heaven, angels and faints, who will 
all approve and applaud the divine procedure againft 
wicked men as right and juft ; yea, this may ex- 
prefs the glorying of divine juftice, and its triumph 
in the condemnation and deftruction of finners : 
and fhall bifs him out of bis place; from the bar 
and tribunal of God, where he ftood; and was 
condemned ; and as he goes to everlafting punith- 
ment, expreffing abhorrence and deteftation of him, 
and his crimes, and: as pleafed with the righteous 
judgment of God upon him. Now this is the 
wicked man’s portion, and the heritage he fhall 


and make their cafe good ; but with the ftorm of|have of God at and after death, ‘though he has 
divine wrath and vengeance fhall be hurled from|been in flourifhing circumftances in life; all which 
thence, and go, being driven, into everlafting pu-|fob obferves to fhew, that he was no friend nor fa- 
nifhment. vourer of »wicked men, nor thought well of them, 
y¥. 22. For God fhall caft upon him, and not fpare,\and their ways, though he obferved the profperity 
&c.] Caft his fins upon him, which will lie as an|they are attended with in their prefent ftate ; and as 
intolerable weight upon his confcience; and his|for himfelf, he was not, and would not be fuch a 
wrath upon him, which being poured. out like fire,)wicked man, and an hypocrite, on any account 
he will not be able to bear it ; and deferved punifh-|whatever, fince he was fure he muft then be mife- . 
ment on him, which like a talent of lead, will/rable hereafter to all intents.and purpofes. 
bear him down to the loweft hell ; and this will be . 


® Thevenot’s Travels into the Levant, par. 2. b. 1, gi 12. Ps $4. ° Ib. b. 3. ch. 5. pod35. 
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CHAP. XXVIII" a 


bg HE defign of this chapter is either to fhew 
the folly of fuch, who: are very diligent in 
their fearch and purfuit after earthly things, and f 
negle€&t an enquiry after that. which is infinitely |there. is a vein, or a going out for the filver*, by 
more valuable, trae wifdom ; or rather to obferve, | which it makes its way, as obferved of the gold, 
that though things the moft fecret, and which are | and fhews itfelf by fome figns and tokens where 
hidden in the bowels. of the earth, may be invefti |it may be found ; or rather this egrefs is made for 
gated and difcovered by the fagacity and diligence } it, by opening the mine where it is, digging into 
of men, yet wifdom cannot, efpecially the wifdom | it, and fetching it out of it, and from whence great 
of God in his providences, which are paft finding | quantities are often brought. In Solomon’s time it 
out ; and particularly in what concerns the pro- | was made as the ftones in Ferufalem, 1 Kings x. 276 
fperity of the wicked, and the afflictions of the| and a place for gold where they fine it; there are 
righteous ; the reafon of which men fhould be con- | particular places tor this moft excellent of all me- 
tent to be ignorant of for the prefent, and be flu-} tals, which has its name in Hebrew from its yel- 
dious to poffefs that wifdom which is attainable, | low colour ; all countries do not produce it; fome 
and be thankful for it, if they have it; which lies | are famous for it, and fome parts of them, as the 
in the fear of the Lord, and a departure from|land of Havilab, where was gold, and that gold 
evil, with which this chapter concludes. It begins] was good, Gen, ii. 11, 12. and Ophir, hence we 
with fetting forth the fagacity of men in fearching | often read of the gold of Ophir, fo’ called from the 
and finding out ufeful metals, and other things} place where it was found, as in this chapter, ¥. 16. 
the earth produces ; the difficulty, fatigue and la- | and now the Spanifh Weft-Indies ; but nearer to fob 
bour that attend fuch a fearch, and the dangers} than thefe gold was found; there were not only 
they are expofed unto in it, ¥.1—r11. then it de-} mountains that abounded with gold near to Hored, 
clares the unfearchablenefs of wifdom, its fuperior| in the defert of 4rabia*; but it was to be found 
excellency to things the moft valuable, and that it} with the Sadeans*, the near neighbours of Fob ; 
is not to be found by fea or land; or among any| yea, the Opsir before referred to was in Arabia. 
of the creatures, ¥. 12—22. and that God only | Some underftand this of the place where pure gold 
knows its way and place, who has fought it out,]is found ready fined, and needs no melting and 
prepared and declared it, ¥.23—-27. and that} refining ; and of fuch Pliny “ fpeaks, and of large 
which he has thought fit to make known of it, | lumps and mafies ofit ; but for the moft part it lies 
and is moft for his glory and the good of men, |in ore, which needs fining ; and fo here it may in- 
is, that it is to fear God, and depart from evil, | tend the place where it is found in the ore, and 
y. 28. from whence it is taken and had to the place where 
it is fined for melting places ufed to be near where 
the golden ore was found ; and fo when Hi/paniola 
was firft found by Columbus, the gold that was dug 
out of the mountains of Cidana, and other places, 
were brought to two fhops, which were ereéted with 
all things appertaining to melt and fine it, and 
caft into wedges; and fo early as that, in thefe 
two fhops, were molten yearly three hundred thou- 
fand pound weight of gold”, 

y¥. 2. Iron is taken out of the earth, &c.] Very 
eafily, and in great plenty, and is more common, 
being in moft countries, is nearer the furface of 
the earth, and here faid to be taken out of the 


f flowers, round ftones of golden earth inftead of 


y. 1. Surely there is a vein for the filver, &c. } 
Silver is mentioned firft, not becaufe the moft va-~ 
luable, for gold is preferable to it, as brafs is to 
iron, and yet iron is mentioned firft in the next 
verfe ; but becaufe filver might be firft known, or 
was firft in ufe, efpecially in the coinage of mo- 
hey; we read of pieces of filver, or fhekels of 
filver, in the times of Abraham, but not of any 
golden coin; and among the old Romans, filver 
was coined before gold’; it has its name from a 
word which fignifies defire, becaufe it is defirable 
to men, it anfwefing to various ufes and purpofes ; 
and fometimes the defires and cravings of men after 
it are enlarged too far, and become criminal, and 
fo the root of all evil to them: and now there is 
a vein for it in the earth, or a mine in which it may 
be dug for, and found, in which it runs as veins 
in a man’s body, in certain ramifications, like 
branches of trees, as they do; and the inhabitants 
of Hifpaniola, and other parts of the Weft-Indies, 
when found out by Columbus, which abounded with 
gold mines, declared that they found by experience, 
that the vein of gold is a living tree, (and fo the 
fame perhaps may be faid of filver) and that it 
fpreads and fprings from the root, which they fay. 
extends to the center of the earth by foft pores and 
pafiages ‘of the earth, and puts forth branches, even 
to the uppermoft part of the earth, and ceafes not 
till it difcovers itfelf unto the open air ; at which 


iron, a metal very ferviceable for various ufés, and 
without which thete is fcarce any thing to be done 
and therefore was with brafs of early invention. 
Tubal-Cain, a fon of Lamech, fappofed to be the 
Vulcan of the heathens, a worker in iron, is 1 i 

to be the inftructor of every artifiter in brafs and 
iron, Gen. iv. 22. and brafs molten out of the. oe be 


“ety 


out of-a brafly ftone, called Cadmia, as P fay q 
and alfo out of another, as he obferves”, called 
Chakcites, found in Cyprus, where was the firft in 
vention of braf’, according to him, and hen , 
haps copper had its name; but it is plain 
fcripture, the places before referred to, thai 

invented elfewhere, and long bef rus. 
known, or a ftone melted becomes brafs, 
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duft* ; which being melted in a furnace produces - 


fruits, and thin plates inftead of leaves*; fo here — 


and xxiii. 25. of thefe four metals was a ¢ 


Ch. xxviii. ¥. 3—y. 


in Nebuchadnezzar’s vifion, which reprefented the 


four monarchies of the world, Babylonian, Perfian, 
Grecian, and Roman, Dan. ii. 32, 33. and to 
them are compared, and by them are reprefented 
many things in {cripture. 
¥. 3. He fetteth an end to darknefs, &c.] Some 
underftand this and what follows of God, who, 
by making the luminaries, has fixed the periods 
and revolutions of light and darknefs, of day and 
night; or who has determined the times before 
appointed, for the difcoveries of things in nature, 
as mines of gold, filver, and precious ftones, how 
long they fhould lie in darknefs, and then be 
brought to light, and who fearches out the perfec- 
tion of all thingsin nature; and makes them known 
to men, when he himfelf.and his ways are not to 
be found out unto perfeétion by men; but rather 
this is to be underftood of the miner that digs for 
the above metals, who, when he opens a mine, 
lets in natural light, or carries artificial light along 
with him, and {fo puts anend to the darknefs which 
had reigned there before, even from the creation : 
aud fearcheth out all perfection , fearches thoroughly 
the mines he opens, and gets all he can out of them, 
and fearches perfectly into the nature of the ore; 
he finds, and tries, and proves it, what it is, its 
-worth and yalue: the flones of darkne/s, and the 
fiadow of death; fearches and digs through them, 
to get at what he is Seeking; or brings ftones, pre- 
cious ftones, to light, which lay in darknefs from 
the beginning, and in fuch places which were the 
fhadow of death, and looked difmal and horrible, 
and even threatened with death, to get into and 


fetch them out: fo {piritual miners that fearch into 


the mines of the fcriptures, fhould not be difcou- 
raged with darknefs and difficulties that may attend 


their fearch ; but fhould continue it, in order to 


find out truths that have lain in darknefs, more 
precious than gold and filver, and the richeft gems; 
and fuch who fearch for them in like manner as 
miners do, fhall findthem, Prov. ii. 4, 5. 

y. 4. The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant, 
&c. So that there is no inbabitant*)| Of the mine, as 
the miner may be faid to be who lives there conti- 
nually; and, when a“flood of water arifes, which 
is an ufual thing in mines, he is obliged to flee, 
and make hafte to fave his life: even the waters 
forgotten of the foot; fuch as never any foot of man 
touched, or was acquainted with, being fubterra- 
neous. water, and never feen with the eye of man 
before, and who before knew not there were fuch 
floods under ground*. A like figurative expref- 
fion in Pf. cxxxvii. 5. they are dried up, they are 
gone away from men ; tho’ fuch a flood of waters rife 
apace, and flow in with great force, and threaten 
the miners lives, and the ruin of their works ; yet 
they are not difcouraged, but by means of engines, 
pumps, and buckets, and fuch like things, draw 
up the waters, and clear the mines of them; and 
they are gone from the workmen, who return to 
their work again, and go on with their mining : 
and fo fometimes {piritual miners are interrupted 
by a flood of Satan’s temptations, the world’s per- 
fecutions, and various afflictions ; but, by the af- 
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chearfully in the work of the Lord, J lix. 19, 
Rev. xii, 15, 16. 

¥. 5. As for the earth, out of it cometh, bread, 
&ec.] That is, bread-corn, or corn of which 
bread is made, particularly wheat ; which falling, 
or being caft into the earth, rifes up and brings 
forth fruit, and when ground into flour, makes 
fine-bread ; and to' this fame original the pfalmift 
alcribes bread, which ftrengthens man’s heart, ae 
Civ. 14, 15. The Weft- Indians formerly made their 
bread of roots of the earth, particularly one called 


jucca”; fo Cefar’s foldiers in diftrefs made bread 


of a root called chara, fteeped in milk*: and under 
it 1s turned up as it were fires coal, which is 
fewel for fire ; for, as in the earth are mines for gold 
and filver, iron and brafs, out of which they are 
dug, or the ore of them, fo there is coal. under 
the earth ; which, when turned up, or) dug, is 
taken for firing ; or brimftone, or fulphurous mat- 
ter, which is eafily inflammable; and -fometimes 
the fame earth, the furface of which is covered 
with corn, out of which bread cometh, underneath 
are coal, or fylphur, and fuch like combuttib le 
matter: fome think precious ftones are meant, 
which glitter and fparkle like fire; fee Ezek. xxviii. 


14. 
X. 6. The frones of it are the place of fapphire, &c.] 


In fome parts of the earth its ftones are a quarry of 


fapphires, put here for all precioys ftones: this is 
a moft excellent precious ftone, of a fky colour with 
golden fpecks, and was one of the ftones in the, 
breaft-plate of the high-prieft; and by.which are 
reprefented the pavement under the feet of the God 
of J/rael, the throne of Chrift, his bowels and af- 
fetions for his people, the comelinefs of them, 
and the glory of his church in the latter day, Exod. 
xxiv..1o. and xxviii. 18. Ezek. i. 26. Cant. v.14. 
Lam. iv. 7. If.\iv. 11. and it hath duft of gold ; 
fome parts of the earth abound with the duft of 
gold ; its duft is gold, or it hath gold as plenty as 
duft; though fome think this refers to the fap- 
phire in the preceding claufe, which, as Pliny fays*, 
has pulvis aureus, duft of gold in it, and fhines 
and {parkles with golden points, or fpecks; and 
fo fay other writers*; but the word ufed rather 
fignifies clods, lumps, and maffes of gold, which 
better agree with the earth; and befides, no very 
good reafon can be given why there fhould be fuch 
a particular defcription of the fapphire; whereas 
the earth is the original of that, and of all the 
other things before fpoken of. 

¥. 7. There is a path which no fowl knoweth, &c.] 
A path made by miners to the gold, filver, brafs, 
and iron ores; to the places where gems and pre- 
cious {tones lie; the way to which was never feen, 
and could never have been difcovered by the moft 
fharp-fighted fowl, as the eagle‘; which fome 
think is particularly intended ; and the Greek word 
for an eagle feems to be derived from the word.ufed 
in the-text : this fowl, the king of birds, as it is 
the fwifteft, it is the moft quick-fighted of any ; 
but, though it is eager, and looks out fharp after 
its prey, and which it beholds at a great diftance, 
and in the moft fecret lurking places, and flies unto 


fiftance of the Spirit and grace of God, whereby ajit, and feizes upon it at once, yet it never could 
ftandard is lift up againft them, they get clear of|look into the bowels of the earth, or difcover a 


them, and receive no hurt by them, but go on track leading thereunto;.in this it is outdone 
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the diligent and laborious miner, who is not at” a 
lofs to make his. way into the inmoft and darkeft 
“receffés of the earth: which the vulture’s eye hath 
not { en; which is next to the eagle, and fome of 
them are of the fpecies of it, and is a very fharp- 
fighted creature, even to a proverb, as well as vo- 
racious, which makes it diligent to fearch every- 
‘where for its prey; and yet this creature’s fharp 
and piercing eye never faw the path the miners 
make by digging into the earth, in order to get 
metals and minerals from it. Some underftand this 
path of fubterraneous paths in nature, made of God, 
through which rivers of water pafs that were never 
feen by creatures of the quickeft fight; it may ra- 
ther be applied to the paths of God in providence, 
which are unfearchable and paft finding out,” by 
men of the moft fagacious and penetrating capa- 
cities, though they will hereafter be made mani- 
fet; and alfo to his paths of love, grace, and 
mercy towards the fons of men, which are the deep 
things of God, fearched into and revealed by his 
Spirit, or otherwife could not be known; as well 
as to the ways and paths of righteoufnefs and holi- 
nefs, of faith and truth, of the word and ordi- 
nances God has revealed, as his mind and will his 
people fhould walk in, which otherwife would not 
be known, and are not by carnal men ; and efpe- 
cially to the principal way and path, Chriff Fe/us, 
who is the way tothe Father, the way to ever- 
lafting happinefs, the way of life and falvation, 
the high way and way of holinefs, in which men, 
though fools, fhall not err, and of which fome 
things are faid, in J/ xxxv. 8, 9. which greatly 
agree with what are faid of this path, here and in 
the following verfe : this way of peace is not known 
by carnal men, nor the things of it difcerned by 
natural men, though ever fo fagacious ; fee Rom, 
iii. 17. Matt. xi. 25. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

y. 8. The lions whelps have not trodden it, nor 
the fierce lion paffed by it.] Or upon it*; fuch crea- 
tures that are exceeding fierce and cruel, hungry 
and voracious, eager after their prey, range here 
and there in’ purfuit of it, fearch every hole and 
corner, and rove in dens and caves of the earth; 
‘yet thefe never traverfed fuch ways and paths the 
miners make to get out the wealth and riches of 
the earth. Wicked men are fometimes compared 
to lions, for their cruelty and oppreffion exercifed 
on the faints, breathing out threatenings and flaugh- 
ter againft them, P/. lvii. 4. and particularly ty- 
rannical princes and perfecutors, as the kings of 
Affyria and Babylon, and Nero the Roman emperor, 
Fer. 1. 17. 2 Tim. iv, 17. thefe never trod the way 
of holinefs, nor walked in the path of truth, nor 
knew the wifdom of God ina myftery, nor the 
Lord of life and glory, and the way of life and 
falvation by him; which is a way the unclean walk 
not in, or perfonsof fuch a temper and difpofition ; 
fee If. xxxv. 8,9. The former claufe may be ren- 
dered as it is by fome, the children of pride‘, and 
as itis in ch. xli. 34. which isthe only place befides 
this where it is ufed; and fo the Septuagint verfion, 
the children of proud-men; and may be accommo- 
dated to felf-righteous perfons, who are proud 
boaters of themfelves and of their works, and go 


. oF, OB: 


- 
are 


- i ae | 
Ch. xxvii. ee ey be 
old way, and the only 


way of life, righteouthels, cfs, = 
and falvation by Chrift. neers 


y. 9. He putteth forth his hand upon the ro 
&c.] The difcourfe is carried on concerning the - 
miner, and digger in the earth for metals and pre- 
cious ftones ; who meeting with a rock or flint, and 
a ridge of them, is not difcouraged, but goes to 
therewith, and with his hammer in his hand, Jays: 
apon the'rock or flint, and beats it to pieces, and 
‘with proper inftruments cuts through it 5 and ufing 
fire and vinegar, as Pliny * obferves, makes his 
way into it, and oftentimes by {plitting it, difco- 
vers gold* or filver, or precious ftones in it: be 
overturneth the mountains by the roots; or turns them 
up from the roots ; he roots them up, he undermines 
them ; he turns up the earth at the roots of them, 
to. get what is hid at the bettom, or in the bowels 
of them. Some underftand this, and what is faid 
in the following verfes, of God, and of wonderful 
things done by him; fo Yarchi, Aben Ezra, and 
others ; and to whom indeed fuch things are fome- 
times afcribed in fcripture: he touches the hills, and 
they fmoke ; lays his hand on the rock, and re- 
moves it out of its place; it was he that fmote and 
opened, the rock at Horeb, and the waters gufhed 
out; yea, turned the rock into ftanding water, 
and the flint into a fountain of water: and he, 
in a figurative fenfe, has laid his hand on the rock 
Chriff, and {mote him with the -rod of! juftice, 
whereby the bleflings of grace come flowing down 
upon his people; and he it is that puts forth his 
hand of powerful and efficacious grace upon the 
rocky hearts of men, and with the hammer of his 
word, breaks them to pieces, and takes away the 
{tony heart, and gives an heart of fleth: and he 
alfo, in a literal fenfe, overturns hills and moun- 
tains by their roots, through ftorms, and tempetts, 
and earthquakes ; and figuratively, kingdoms and 
ftates, that lie in the way of his intereft; for what 
are thefe mountains befure the great Zerubbabel ? 
they foon and eafily become a plain; and fo breaks 
through all difficulties, which proverbially may be 
fignified by removing mountains, that feem to ob- 
{truét and hinder the converfion and falvation of 
his people ; he makes thofe mountains a wavy and 
his high ways are exalted; fee Cant. ii. 8. J/- xlix. 
11. Zech. iv. 7. but the former fenfe is beft, and 
moft agreeable to the context. epi 

y. 10. He cutteth out rivers among the rocks, 8c.] 
By cleaving rocks afunder in order to find out 
things of value in the cliffs of them; or by cutting 
his way through them, the miner opens a courfe for 
rivers and floods of water, to drain off from his 
mines, and fo can go on with his works more 
comfortably, and with fuccefs; though fometimes 
they fink through high rocks, till they go fo far 
below their bafis, that they can go no farther for - 
water, in fome places forty or fifty fathom deep !: 
and bis eye feeth every precious thing ; in the cliffs « 
the rock, or at the bottom of the rivers and floo 
as they go off, or in the mines he digs, even gi 
or filver, or precious ftones: hence came 1 
fable of Lynceus, and from him the phrafe of Lyr- 
cean eyes *, who was faid to fee all thi gs unde 
earth, becaufe he was the firft that fear 


about to eftablifh their own righteou!nefs, and de-|tals, as brafs, filver, ce. and in fearch!.of them 


fpife and will not fubmit unto the righteoufnefs of carried lamps or links under the earth’, This 


Chrift ; thefe tread not in, nor walk upon the good 
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to cleave the fountain and the flood; and to dry up 
mighty rivers; and alfo to open rivers .in high 
places, in hills, mountains, and rocks, as well as 
fometimes ‘in the middle of the vallies; Pf Ixxiv. 
15. 1/. xli. 19. and who, in a fpiritual fenfe, has 
cut out and opened the river of his pure love and 
grace, which flows from the throne of God and 
the Lamb; and the fulnefs of grace in Chrift, 
which is as rivers of water in 4 dry land ; and the 
graces of the Spirit in his people; which flow out of 
them as rivers of living water; and his word and 
ordinances in his church, which are the rivers of 
pleafure he makes his faints to drink of in it: and 
his eye of omnifcience, which fees all things in 
particular, fees all the precious..things in nature; 
the precious things of heaven, and earth, and fea, 
the precious things brought forth by the fun and 
moon; and the precious things of the ancient 
mountains and everlafting hills, the gold, filver, 
and precious ftones that lie hid in the bowels of 
them, Deut. xxxiil. 13—16. and who alfo fees all 
precious perfons, and things, in a fpiritual fenfe ; 
he beholds his precious Son, his precious blood, 
righteoufnefs, and facrifice with delight and plea- 
fure; and his eye of love, grace, and mercy is 
upon the precious fons of Zion, comparable to fine 
gold, jewels, and precious ftones ; and fees all the 
precious graces of the Spirit in them, with accept- 
ance and good-will. 

y. 11. He bindeth'the floods from overflowing, 8c.) 
As the miner. finds ways and means of cutting 
through rocks, and draining’ and carrying off the 
waters in his mine; fo he makes ufe of other me- 
thods of reftraining and keeping back the waters 
from coming into and overflowing his works, and 
even from weeping”, as in the original text; he 
binds them up fo firmly, and ftops every avenue 
and paflage fo clofe, that the waters cannot fo 
much as ooze, or diftil and drop as a tear from the 
eye: and the thing that is hid bringeth be forth to 
light ; the feveral metals and minerals, gems and 
precious ftones that lay hid in the bofom of the 
earth, are fetched out, and brought to light by 
thediligence and labours of the miner; the fame 
that are called ftones-of darknefs, and of the fha- 
dow of death, ver. 3. .This verfe is likewife by 
feveral interpreted of God, and of what is done by 
him in the things of nature and providence; he it 
is that at firft fhut up the fea with doors ; made the 
cloud its garment, and thick darknefs its fwadling 
bands, in which he wrapped and bound it, as an 
infant, and {till fets bars and doors to it, and fays, 
hitherto fhalt thou come, and nofurther, 70d xxxviii. 
8—is, and ina fpiritual, fenfe, he reftrains the 
floods of affliction from ,overflowing. and over- 
whelming his people; and, when the temptations 
of Satan come in like a flood upon them, his Spi- 
rit fets up a ftandard againft them, which keeps 
them off from doing them any hurt} and, when 
the wrath of perfecutors rifes up againft them, and 
threatens them with deftruction, he withholds thofe 
proud waters from going over their fouls and over- 
whelming them: and fo likewife it is he that bring- 
eth’ hidden things to light, things in nature men 
had never feen or known before; things in provi- 
dence dark and intricate ; things in grace, out 
the fight of the moft penetrating underftandin 
he reveals the fecrets of his love and grace to them 
that fear him ; the glorious fcheme of falvation by 
Chrift, which was hid in himfelf, in the thoughts, 


purpofes, and counfels of his heart; the myfteties 
of his gofpel, hid from the wife and prudent ; and 
life and immortality itfelf, or the way to it, which 
he has brought to light through the gofpel; yea, 
he brings to light all che hidden things of a man’s 
heart, and fets them before him, and convinces 
him of them In a loving way, and if not now, he 
will hereafter bring to light the hidden things of 
darknefs, and make manifeft the counfels oF the 
heart;. 1 Cor. iv. 5. but, as before obferved,. it»is 
beft to underftand the' whole paragraph of miners ; 
of their fagacity in opening mines, and fearching 
into the bowels of the earth; where none were ever 
before them; and of their indefatigablenefs, indu- 
ftry; and labour therein; and of the fuccefs that at- 
tends them ; 7od’s defign being to fhew, that things 
rich and valuable, and moft remote from the fight 
of men, may, by diligent application, be invefti- 
gated and obtained; yet fuch wifdom is not at- 
tainable, as to underftand the reafon of the various 
dealings of God, with the fons of men, both good 
and bad ; and therefore after all he had faid on the 
above fubject, {till the queftion is as follows. ° 

y. 12. But where fhall wifdom be found? &c.] 
Though there is a vein for filver, a track where 
that lies, and is to be come at, and a place where 
gold is found, and where it may be fined, and 
parts of the earth, out of which brafs and iron, and 
bread-corn may be produced, and even from whence 
may be fetched brilliant gems and precious ftones  . 
which, though attended with many difficulties, in 
cutting through rocks, draining rivers, and re- 
{training the waters, yet are got over through the 
art. and {kill, induftry, diligence, and labour of 
men; fo that their eyes behold every precious 
thing their minds defire, and they bring to light 
what have been laid up in darknefs from the crea- 
tion of the world: -but, though thefe things may 
be found by fearch and labour, the queftion is, 
what vein is there for wifdom, or where is the 
place in which that may be found? by which may 
be meant the wifdom of God, as a perfection in 
him; which, though difplayed in fome meafure in 
the works of creation and providence, yet not 
compleatly, and efpecially in bis dealings with the 
children of men ; in all which there is undoubtedly 
the wifdom of God; yet it is fuch a depth as is 
unfathomable by mortals: fuch are God’s deal- 
ings with men in a way of diftinguifhing grace and 
mercy, as that he fhould take no notice of any of 
the whole body of apoftate angels that finned againft 
him, but doomed them all to deftruction ; and yet 
there fhould be a philanthropy, a love of men in 
him, and fuch as to give his Son to die for them, 
and-redeem them from ruin and deftruction; alfo 
that he fhould make a difference among men, and 
ordain fome to eternal life, whilft others are fore- 
ordained to condemnation and death, when all 
were in the fame fituation, condition, and cir- 
cumftances; and fuch likewife were his dealings with 
the J/raelites, and other nations of the world, part 
of which os was not a ftranger to; as his chufing 
them to-be his peculiar people before all others, 
and beftowing peculiar favours upon them, not 
becaufe they were more in quantity, or better in 
| quality, but becaufe this was his pleafure,; when 
he fuffered all other nations to walk in their own 
ways, for many hundreds of years, and winked at 
the times of their ignorance ; and yet, after a long 
courfe of time, rejected the people of the coh 
an 


® ‘DUD a fietu, Montanus, Bolducius, Junius & Tremellins, Michaelis, Schultens ; fo Broughton; a ftillatione, Vatablus, 
Mercerus, Drufius. st ae ald ' 


Vor. IL. No. 13. . 4 5G 


t. 
39° 


< 


OB. 


a 


eo 


oh 


. 
a 


? 


Ch ° XXVILL 


and wrote a /o-ammi on them, and took out from the preceding difpute between 7od and his friends : 
the Gentiles a people for his name ; fo that theyjbut if we Jook forward in the chapter, we fhall 
who were not a people, were called the people of|find this quettion repeated, and an an{wer given 


_ God, and the ‘Yews were broken off, and the Gen-|to it as in the negative, fo in the affirmative, that — 


tiles grafted in; and when the fulnefs of them is|God knows the place of it; that he has fearched 


brought in, there will be a turn again, and then 
all J/rael fhall be faved: upon all which the apoftle 
breaks out in this exclamation, which may ferve 
as acomment on this text, Ob the depth of the 
riches, both of the wifdom and knowledge of God, 
how unfearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
paft finding out! Rom. xi. 33. particularly here 
may be meant the wifdom of God in his dealings 
with men good and bad, in afflicting good men, 
and in fuffering the wicked to profper: this is a 
fact Fob had fully proved, and it cannot be denied ; 
and there is no doubt much of the wifdom of God 
herein; he does all things well and wifely ; as he 
cannot do an unjuft thing, fo neither an un-wife 
one; though his wifdom is unfearchable, his judg 
ments are a great deep, and not to be fathomed by 
men, not only not by weak men and wicked men, 
but even by the wifeft and beft of men, as A/aph 
and Feremiah : and this being the cafe, ‘fob fuggetts 
to his friends, that the dealings of God with him, 
and the reafons of them, and his wifdom in them, 
were not to be fearched out by them; and that they 
fhould forbear imputing his afflictions to hypocrily, 
or to fecret fins indulged by him ; but to leave all, 
without making rafh cenfures and wrong conitruc- 
tions, until the time fhould come when the judg 
ments of God fhould be made manifeft ; fuch wif- 
dom and knowledge as to account for God’s dif- 
ferent dealings with men, being too wonderful, too 
high to attain unto, and quite out of their reach. 
The ‘Fews, as particularly Yarchi, underftand by 
wifdom the law, not to be found in the depth or in 
the fea; and illuftrate the words by Deut. xxx. 
11—14. but it is much better to interpret it of the 
gofpel, to which the apoftle applies the above paf- 
face, Rom. x. 6, 7. in which there is a glorious 
difplay of the wifdom of God, inall the truths and 
doctrines of it; that it is a myfterious wifdom, 
hidden wifdom, hid from the wife and prudent, 
and not to be attained unto by the light of nature 


it out, feen it, and and declared it; and it is 
this, the fear of the Lord, that is wifdom, and to 
depart from evil is underftanding, ver. 20. 23. 27, 
»8. by which it fhould feem, that this witdom is 
fupernatural wifdom, or underftanding in men; 
which lies in the fear of God, and the effects of it; 
ina fpiritual knowledge of God and Cérgft, or ot God 
in Chrift ; and in that godlinefs which is profitable 
in all things; and in that wifdom which comes 
from above, and is oppofed to that which is earthly, 
fenfual and devilifh, and is not to be found in carnal 
hearts, nor its worth known by carnal men, nor 
to be obtained by any thing in nature ever fo va- 
luable, but is the gift of God, the wifdom he 
makes men to know, in the hidden part, Pf li. 
6. and where 1s the place of underfianding, to attain 
to the underftanding of the myfteries of provi- 
dence, or of Chriff, or of the gofpel; or to have a 
fpiritual underftanding of divine things, and ex- 
perience of them, which only is the gift of God, 
1 foknv. 20. for, by wifdom and. underftanding 
are meant one and the fame, as they often are, 
whether underftood as a thing or perfon; fee Prov. 
i. 2. andii.2. and iii. 13. and viii. 12, 14, 

¥. 13. Man knoweth not the price thereof, &c.] 
The worth and value of it, what price to fet upon 
it, or offer and give for it; nor does he know 
where to find an equivalent to it, or what is a va- 
luable confideration for it: as for the wifdom of 
God in his dealings with men, if a man was to 
give all the fubftance of his houfe to know the fe- 
cret reafons of them, it would utterly be contem- 
ned ; yea, if he had all the riches in the world in his 
pofleffion, and would offer them on that confide- 
ration, he would not be able to attain the know- 
ledge of them : or ¢he order thereof °; the order of 
divine providence, the wife difpofal of things, and 
the reafons thereof. In the firft fenfe it is applicable 
to all the things before-mentioned ; to {piritual 
wifdom in men, fupernatural grace, experimental 


and carnal reafon; it contains the deep things ofjreligion, and real godlinefs ; the worth of which is 


God, which the Spirit of God alone fearches and 


reveals ; but why may not Cérif, the wifdom of| 


God, be thought of? fince many things are faid 
in the following verfes, as are of wifdom, as a di- 
vine perfon, in Prov. vili. 13, 14, 15. in whom 
all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge are hid, 
and on whom the fpirit of wifdom and counfel refts, 
as Mediator; and who, as a divine perfon, is the 
only wife God, and our Saviour: and to this que- 
ftion in Job's time, where fhall wifdom be found ? 
the only anfwer to be given is, that he, the /ogos, 
or wifdom, was with God, as one brought up 
with him, rejoicing. always before him; and that 
he lay in his bofom, Prov, viii. 30. Fohn i. 1. 18. 
and to the fame queftion in our time it muft be re- 
turned, that he is in heaven at the right-hand of 
God; but that there is no coming at the true 
knowledge of him by the light of nature, or by 
the law of Mo/es, but by means of the gofpel, and 
through the fpirit of wifdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him. The firft of thefe fenfes re- 
fpecting the wifdom of God in his different dealings 
with men, good and bad, is moft generally given 
into by interpreters, and feems to fuit well with 
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not known by carnal men, they defpife it, and 
{coff at it; and to the gofpel, which is reckoned 
foolifhnefs by them, and is of no account; and fo 
is Chrift himtelf rejected and diffallewed of men, tho? 
chofen of God, and precious both to him and them 
that believe, who only know the price and value 
of him : neither is it found in the land of the living ; 
meaning not wifdom, though that in every fenfe 
is not from below, or earthly, but from above, 
and heavenly, but the price of it; and the fenfe is, 
that there is nothing in the whole globe that is 
equal to its worth ; or can be propofed as a valuable 
confideration for it. 
¥. 14. The depth faith, It is not in me, &c.] 
‘That is, the deep places of the earth, that are du 
in it, the mines, and the like, could they fpeak, 
they would fay there are no metal, nor minerals, 
no rich treafures of gold and filver ore, of pearls 
and precious ftones, in the bowels of it, that are of 


the value of wifdom, or to be compared to it: - 


and the fea faith, \t is not with me; had that a voice 


to fpeak, it would freely declare, that there is no- _ 


thing in its vaft compafs, at the bottom of it, or to 
be got out of it, as corals that grow in it, and 
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Chixxviny.r5—18: 7 OB. 391 
Pearls fifhed from thence after mentiotied, that are] original from Phenicia, near Fudea ; fo Pliny fays ¢, 
afufficient price for wifdom. Some underftand|from‘the lake Cezdevia, within the roots of mount 
thefe words, the former part of miners and col |Carmel, in Phenicia, near Judea; {prings the river 
Jiers, and fuch fort of men, that dig and live in the} Be/us, from whence glafs came firft ; and he {peaks 
depths of the earth 5 and the latter part of mariners, |of Sidon (a city in Phenicia) as famous for it ; and 
that are employed on the fea, who are generally) Tacitus * obferves, that the river Belus glides in the 
ignorant and carnal men, and void of the know- Fewifh fea, and about the mouth of it fand is ga- 
ledge of wifdom in every view of it; but the fenfe|thered and mixed with nitre, and boiled into glafs ; 
firft given is beft. and this being near the country where Fob dwelt, 

¥. 15. It cannot be gotten for gold, &c.) Hia-|it is thought he had knowledge of it ; and from 
ving in general faid that there is nothing in the|this paffage fome ‘ have concluded the great anti- 
whole compafs of the terraqueous globe, nothing|quity of glafs ; and if it is true what 4Alianus ¢ re- 
that is upon the furface of the earth, or in the bow-|lates, that when the monument of the ancient Be- 
- els of it, or in the vaft ocean, that is an equivalent}/s, (the firft king of Babylon) was dug up by 

price for wifdom, ob defcends to particulars, and| Xerxes, the fon of Darius, that there was found a 
inftances firft in gold, that being the moft valuable} glafs urn, where lay a bedy in oil, it muft be in ufe 
of metals; the word here ufed for it fignifies /hut|before the times of Fob. An Arabic chronologer* 
up“ , becaufe it is firft fhut up in the earth, out of|affirms what he had from men converfant in hiftory, 
which it is dug, and when taken from thence, and|that in Egypt after the flood, there were men lear- 
refined, and made into coins or vefiels, it is fhut up}ned in various fciences, and among the reft in al- 
among the treafures of men; the words may be|chymy, and had knowledge of burning elaffes ; 
more literally rendered, gold /hall not be given infiead|though the invention of thele, and of a glals globe 
of it*; asa fufficient price, or valuable confidera-|is afcribed to Archimedes* , who lived fomewhat 
tion for it : neither fhall filver be weighed for the\later than 200 years before Chriff. There was 
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price thereof; in former times this metal ufed to 
be delivered in buying and felling, not by the num- 
ber and value of pieces, but by weight, in rude 
mafles and lumps, and even when coined into fhe. 
kels ; fee Gen. xxiii, 16. 

y. 16. It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, 
&c.] Which is often fpoken of in fcripture as 
choice gold, if not the beft ; fee the note on ch. 
xxii. 24. the fenfe is, that the gold of Opdir is not 
of the value of wifdom, or of the fame worth 
with that, and fo not fufficient to purchafe it: 
with the precious onyx and fapphire , two precious 
ftones that were in the breaft-plate of the high- 
prieft, of which fee the notes on Exod. xxviii. 9, 
18,20. but not fo precious, or of fuch value as 
wifdom. Pliny’ fpeaks of the onyx ftone as in 
Arabia, near which Fob lived, and who doubtlefs 
was acquainted with it and its worth, and alfo with 
the fapphire he makes mention of before y¥. 6. fee 
the note there. The word for valued is by fome 
rendered frowed * , a8 goods are when they are ex- 
pofed to fale ; but wifdom fhould not be laid, or 
put ona level with thefe, though fo excellent and 
precious. 

y. 17. The gold and the cryftal cannot equal it, 
&c.] Cryftal was found in an ifland of the Red 
Sea, fituated before Arabia, called Neron, and in 
another, which from a gem found in it bears the 
name of Topazion, and may be thought therefore 
to be well known by Yod; and though it is not 
now of fo much account, it formerly was very va- 
luable. Pliny * makes mention of a cryftal veffel, 
fold for 150,000 fefterces, about 1250 pounds 
fterling ; and of two cryftal cups broke by Nero 
in his fury, on hearing of fome loffes, to punifh 
the then prefent age, that no other men might 
drink out of them: fome render it amber, which 
is found in Pruffa, and being at a great diftance 
from Yod’s country, might be the more valuable 
there ; and Pliny * {peaks of it as had in as great 
efteem as gems : the Septuagint,'Vulgate Latin ver- 
fions, and others, tranflate it g/a/s* ; which had its 
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great plenty of glafs very early in Ethiopia, after 
mentioned, in which they enclofed their dead, that 
they might be feen through it * ; and if it was in 
ufe in Fob’s time, and efpecially if it was then a 
late invention, it might be highly valued, and 
therefore placed here with things of the greateft 
worth. In the times of Nero, Pliny fays', two 
{mall glafs cups were fold for 6000 fefterces, or 
45 pounds fterling, and according to others near 
50 pounds ; and the fame writer relates, that in 
the times of Tiberius an art was found out to make 
glafs flexile and malleable ; but was ordered to be 
deftroyed, left the value of gold, filver, and brafs 
fhould be leffened by it. The Zargum renders the 
word here ufed a looking glafs ; fee the note on 
Fofe. xi. 8. Some think the diamond or adamant 
is meant, and others that it is a general name for 
all forts of precious ftones, they being clear, tran- 
fparent, and lucid, as the word fignifies: and the 
exchange of it fhall not be for jewels of fine gold; fet 
in fine gold; or veffels of it, more valuable than 
gold itfelf, being made of gold, purified, refined, 
and wrought by art into curious forms ; and yet 
wifdom is fo valuable as not to be exchanged for 
thefe. Mr. Broughton takes this fine gold, or gold 
of Phaz, to be the fame with Fe/s in Barbary, 
which had its name from a heap of gold there 
found when its foundation was laid; for Fe/s with 
the Arabs fignifies gold ™. 

¥.18. No mention fhall be made of coral, or of 
pearls, &c.] Coral isa marine plant, is as hard as 
a ftone, and of fuch value as to be reckoned among 
precious ftones ; fee the note on Ezek. xxvii. 16. 
In Arabia Felix, on the fhore of the Red-/ea, isa 
place called Coralia"; it may be from coral found 
there. Pearls are from fhell-fifh taken out of the 
fea, though thefe feem rather intended in the next 
claufe : the words Ramoth and Gabifh are left un- 
tranflated by fome, and by others are taken for pre- 
cious ftones, though unknown, fo called becaufe 
they are found in high places, which both words 


fignify. , The Zargum renders the firft by Sandal- 


chin, 


= ppnn-im xd non da- 
z M59DNM verbum fignificat 
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chin, and feems to be the fame with the Sardonyx, and keep thefe ftones, and men_ from ftealii 


a precious ftone foundin 4radia, and which found|them ; and according to Arcbelaus*, the topaz is mm 


there is by Pliny* faid to excel. umius and Tre-\found in Chitis, an ifland in Arabia, where the 
mellius render it by Sandafiros; which, as Pliay|Troglodytes digging for herbs and roots find it ; 


* 
. 
t 


’ 


{ays °, ome call Garamantis, being bred ina place|and as Yuba relates’, there is an ifland called To- ~ 


of that name in India ; and he alfo obferves, that|pazion, inthe Red-fea, 300 furlongs from the con- ~ 


it is found in Arabia towards thefouth, and has|tinent, which is cloudy, and is therefore often 
fhining golden drops in the body of it; itis a fortjfought for by navigators ; whence he fays it had 
of acarbuncle. Gadifh feems to have fome affinity jits name Yopazion, which in the language of the 
with Chabazios, mentioned by Orpheus%as a pre-|Troglodytes fignifies to feek, and the topaz itfelf in 
cious '‘ftone ; but whatever precious ftones are|cheir language fo fignifies ; in the Samaritan verfion 
meant, as it is hard to determine what, they are|of Ewod. xxxix. 10. it is called Dachetab, from the 
not to be fpoken of with wifdom, or to be com-| Arabic word * Dachaiz, the language of the Trog- 
pared toit : for the price of wifdom is above rubies ;\lodytes, which fignifies to feck and fearch by re- 
or rather pearls, as Bochari* feems to have abun-|moving the earth with the foot. ‘This ifland feems 
dantly proved, who renders the words, ‘* the ex-|to be the fame with Zopazos, which Pliny *fays 
traction of wifdom is greater than the extraction of jis an ifland of the Arabians, and gave name to a 
pearls ;” and fo the Targum; there being, as he|gem, meaning the topaz ; but the truth rather is, 
thinks, an allufion to the extra¢lion of pearls out|that the gem gave name to the ifland: upon the 
of the fea by divers into it’ ; who.get them thro’|whole, it is no wonder, as Braunius ° oblerves, 
much art, difficulty, and danger; and he ob-|that this gem fhould be called by od the Arabian 
ferves, that there is a double extraction, or draw-|topaz. The Targum here calls it a green pearl ; 
ing them out, firft of the fhell-ffh out of the|and fome havethought the emerald is meant, which 
fea, and then of the pearls out of the fhells ; butlis of that colour; and the emeralds of Ezhiopia 
-the drawing out of wifdom, or the attainment of|are praifed by fome, according to Yuba *; and in 
that, is more difficult, and fuperior to it, as well|Zgypt were emerald mines the E¢biopians laid a 
as attended with greater advantage ; fee Prov. iil.|claim to ® ; and there were emeralds alfo in Aradvia, 
15. and the note on Lam. iv 7. and though of!as the above 7uda relates ; however be this what it 
pearls fome~ are very large, Oviedo * fpeaks of one|may, as it is moft likely to be the topaz, it is not 
that weighed 31 carats, and another 26 ; fomeasjequal in value to wifdom, no not the largeit to- 
big as hazel nuts, and even as a middling walnut,|paz ever known ; not even that of the great Mo- 
and of very great price, as that bought by pope|oul, which weighs more than 157 carats, valued 
Paul at 44,000 ducats" ; that by Philip the fecond, Jat 271,500 French pounds “; and according to Za- 
of the fize of a pigeons egg, valued at 144,000|vernier*it weighs almoft 158 carats, and was 
ducats; that drank by Cleopatra at a draught,|bought at Gea for almoft 272000 florins : neither 
reckoned worth 80,000 pounds fterling, and that|/bal/ it be valued with pure gold; that is moft re- 
of the emperor of Perfia, bought at 110,400/fined and freed from drofs ; they are not to be laid 
pounds”; yet the price of wifdom is above|together as of équal value ; the fame word is ufed 
them. here as in ¥. 16. fee the note there. 

_ ¥. 19. The topaz of Ethiopia fhall not equal it,| yt. 20. Whence then cometh wifdom? and where is 
&c.] \ Not Ethiopia Abyffina, or that which lies|the place of underftanding ?| The fame queftions as 
beyond Egypt in Africa ; for as Ludolpbus * fays,|in y. 12. repeated to fet forth the fuperior excel- 
there are no gems found there, or very rarely ;\lency of wifdom, and to carry on the difcourfe, 
but Cua, as the word is, or Arabia Chufea, the|and lead on to other things concerningit. 
fame with the country of Midian, and the parts ad-|_ y.21. Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, 
jacent ; fee Hab, iii. 7. hence Zipporah, the wife|&c.] Meaning not the beafts of the field, as fome 
of Mofes, who was of that country, is called anjinterpret it ; this makes the féntiment jejune and 
Ethiopian woman, Numb, xii. 1. and this was near|trifling ; but rational creatures, men, fo the Sep- 
Yob’s country, who knew the produce of it; and|swagint, Eve is faid to. be the mother of, Gea. iii. 
here the Zepaz is found, as many writers obferve.|20. wifdom as a perfection in God, difplayed in 
Diodorus Siculus fays* in Opbiodes, an ifland in the|his works of creation and providence, is but im- 
Arabian gulph, belonging to the Zroglodytes, the|perfectly known by men; and the fecret reafons of 


topaz is found, which is a very clear ftone, plea-|his providential dealings with men, good and bad, 
fant to the fight, like to glafs, and affording a 


wonderful golden colour ; and With him S¢rado’ 
agrees, who relates there is an ifland called Ophi- 
odes, from its being freed from ferpents by the 
king’s orders, which killed men that came thither 
for topazes; which he fays is a clear ftone of alfow/s of the air, or heaven* ; either the devils fo 
golden colour, and fo refulgent, that it is not eafy|called, becaufe they dwell in the air, and are the 
to fee it in the day-time, being fo furrounded with |poffe or power of the air, Eph. ii. 3. and becaufe 
light ; but at night it is feen by thofe that ga-lof their ravenous and cruel difpofition, and fwift- 
ther it, who fet a veffel fora fign, and then dig for|nefs to do mifchief ; fee Luke viii. 5, 12. or rather 
it in the day-time; and he adds a multitude of|the holy angels, as Yarchi, whofe habitation is in 
men are hired by the kings of Egypt, to gather|heaven, and who are. {wift to do the will of God, 


wifdom or godlinefs, and the gofpe! of Chrif, and 
Chrift himfelf, they are hid from the eyes of all 
natural and carnal men, though ever fo wife and 
prudent in other things: and kept clofe from ibe 


are hid from all at prefent; and as for fpiritual | 


cratiae tap BRE 
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and are reprefented as having wings like fowls ;/his omnifcience, and under’the notice of his pro- 
though thefe know much, yet the wifdom of God} vidence, which extends to all creatures and things 
in his providence, in the doétrines of the golpel,|throughout the whole earth, and under the com- 
and Cfrif himfelf, the wifdom of God, are in a|pafs ot the heavens ; and fince all places and per- 
good meafure hid from them ; at leaft their know-| {ons are obvious to his view, and all fubject to his 
ledge is imperfect, and they are defirous of prying} all-wife and difpofing providence, and are ordered, 
‘more into thefe things: unlefs men of the moft)directed, and governed, according to his fovereign 
piercing and penetrating geniuffes, that foar aloft}will and pleafure; the path of wifdom, and the 
in the things of nature, and make the greateft dif- | place of underftanding he mutt be acquainted with ; 
coveries therein, and yet know nothing of divine |and particularly his all-fecing eye, and all power- 
and fpiritual things, of the arcana’s of providence|ful providence, are concerned in the followin 
or of grace, fhould be meant. things, and in which there ate wonderful proofs of 
¥. 22. Deftruétion and death fay, &c.] Mean |his knowledge and wifdom. 
ing the dead that are in the pit of deftruction, the| y, 25. To make the weight for the wind, &c.] 
grave; not their dead bodies there, devoid of life}He indeed makes the wind irfelf, hold: it in his 
and fenfe, and know not any thing, but their fouls ; | fifts, and brings it forth out of his treafures, and 
either the damned in hell, or the faints in heaven :|lets it go, or reftrains it at his pleafure ; he gives 
the Targum is, the houfe of deftruction, and theJit an inclination to this or that, or the other point 
angel of death; or rather it regards fuch as arejof the heavens, anda force to blow with, greater or 
dead, who whilft alive had only a report of this}lefler, as he pleafes, either for the good and benefit 
wifdom ; wherefore if their records and writings,|of men, or for the punifhment of them; he raifes 
or traditions handed down from them, areenquired|the ftormy wind, which fulfils his word and his 
into, the refult of the information they will give|will ; and he makes it fubfide and become a calm 
concerning it, will amount to no more than this : we} when he thinks fit; he can make it heavier or ligh- 
have heard the fame thereof with our ears, ithas|ter, add to or take from its weight, fo that it be- 
been reported to us there is fuch wifdom, but!comes more or lefs prefling on bodies it meets with ; 
what it is we know not ; and this is all that we can/he can make a rough wind, and ftay that in the 
fay about it. day of his eaft-wind; he can make the rain in 
y.23. God underftandeth the way thereof, ®&c.}|fome fenfe a weight to it; he can wet its wings 
And he only ; not the way that men can come at) with it, and bear it down, and caufe it to reft and 
the knowledge of wifdom, which at prefent appears} be ftill ; and he that knows from whence it comes, 
to be patt finding out ; but rather the way which|and whither it goes, though we de not, being 
wifdom itfelf takes, and is in the deep, and its foot- wholly under his direction, muft cnaw the way and 
fteps not known by any other, and the grounds and| place of wifdom : and he weigheth the waters by 
reafons of its taking fuch a courfe it does ; which|mea/ure; or, in a meafure*; in the hollow of his 
are only underftood by the Lord: it may be. ap-|hand, where he poizes them 3 fee J/ xl. 12. fome, 
plied to fpiritual wifdom in men, and the way to|becaufe there is a feeming impropriety in weighing 
come at it; which God only knows and inftructs|by, or with a meafure, render it out of a meafure', 
in, and is his fpecial and peculiar gift; and to|Mr. Broughton tranflates the words, and held the wa- 
Chrift, the wifdom of God, andthe way which he|¢ers in a meafure; in his hand, as before, or in the 
has taken in the council and covenant of grace and|fea ; weight and. meafure being both applied tothe 
peace, for the falvation of his people; and which|waters, may denote the perfeét and exact know- 
he took in time, in the affumption of human na-|ledge God has of them, and of his great and dili- 
ture, and by fufferings and death to obtain it for}gent concern ih providence about them, he order- 
them : and he knoweth the place thereof, the feat|ing and difpofing of them according to his will ; 
of wifdom within himfelf, the fource of all his|and which is greatly the fenfe of the word ufed for 
dealings with men, his fovereign will and pleafure| weighing ; and fo the Targum paraphrafes it, ** the 
in his own heart; the place of fpiritual wifdom|waters he prepares (orders or difpofes of) by mea- 
and knowledge, the heart of a regenerate man,|fure.” Thefe waters, as they feem to be diftin- 
where his gofpel is, and has come with power, and|guifhed from rain in the next verfe, may defign the 
took place and works effectually ; and where Chri, |waters of the fea and rivers ; with thefe the earth at 
the Logos, the wifdom of God is, even with him- |firft was covered, which being ordered off of it, and 
felf, and in his bofom, asin the times of od, and|a place provided for them, they were gathered into 
now at his righthand, in human nature. it, and meafured and bounded in it by fhores and 
¥. 24. For he looketh to the ends of the earth, &c.|\fand, that they might not overflow the earth; 
In this and fome following verfes, reafons and|whichisa wonderful inftance of the providence of 
proofs are given, which abundantly fhew that God|God, in weighing and_meafuring’ the waters ; of 
muft know the way and place of wifdom ; fince all] which alfo there was a fingular inftance at the ge- 
the parts and places of the earth, even to the ends|neral deluge, when the windows of heaven were 
of it, are feep by him, and all creatures and things|opened, and the fountains of the great deep broke 
in it; nor is there any thingin heaven, eatth, and/up, which overflowed the whole earth, and the 
hell, that is hid from him ; and therefore if there|higheft mountains in it ; and after a time went off 
is a way to it, or a place for it, he muft needs|at the command of God, and the earth was dry as 
know it ; where its direction is, or where it fteers| before: the tides, the ebbing and flowing of the 
itscourfe, and takes up its abode: and /eeth under|\{ea, andthe flux and reflux of rivers, from and to 
the whole beaven ; the fowls of the air, the beafts|the fame place, are furprizing things, and wholly 
of the field, the inhabitants of the world, and all]owing to the power and providence of God; the 
that is done in it; every thing falls under the eye of caufes and reafons of which are unknown to us, but 
are 
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are well known to hit, who weighs and meafures 
the waters, which flow in a regular courfe ; and 
who therefore muft know the way and place of 
wifdom and underftanding. 

¥. 26, When he made a decree for the rain, &c.] 
Decreed within himfelf that he would give it; for 
rain is his gift alone, and which none of the va- 
nities of the Gentiles can give, and a wonderful 
bleffing to the earth it is; and which God beftows 
on all forts of men, both good and bad, and caufes 
it to fall fometimes on one place and fometimes on 
another, fometimes in greater fometimes in lefler 
fhowers; and according'to his fovereign pleafure, 
he gives or witholds it; the effects of which are 
quickly feen. Mr. Broughton renders the claule, 
be made a bound for the rain, and a way for the 
lightning of thunder, or the lightning and the thun- 
der, as Ben Gerfom, who thinks the copulative }, 
and, is wanting. Thunder is from God, it is his 
voice, and the word here ufed is in the plural num- 
ber, voices™, fignifying various claps of thunder ; 
and lightning generally accompanies it, which, 
though firft perceived, they are both at once, the 
eye doing its office quicker than the ear ; and a 
cloud alfo is ufual ; and fo fome render the word 
for lightning, as in Zech. x. 1. it may fignify the 
way of the lightning out of the thunder-cloud, 
and attending claps of thunder ; the thunder breaks 
the cloud, and makes a path for the lightning: 
the Targum is, ‘* a path for the lightnings, which 
run with the voices or thunders ;” but, though the 
courfe or path, the lightning fteers, is very quick 
and very extenfive from eaft to weft, and cannot 
be traced by us, God that made it knows it, and 
he knows the path and place of wifdom. Sephorno 
interprets this of the thunder and lightnings at 
the giving of the law, which he underftands by 
wifdom, as do other Fewi/h writers: Pliny” {peaks 
of thunder and lightning as chance-matters; but 
Seneca ° more truly afcribes them to divine power 
and providence, as here. 

y.27. Then did he fee it, and declare it, &c.]) 
His own wifdom, when he made and executed his 
decrees concerning rain, lightning, and thunder ; 
he faw it in himfelf, and as it appeared in the 
works of his hands, which he' looked on and ap- 
proved of, and faw that all was very good; and he 
declared it to others, by his works of nature and 
providence ; for they declare the glory of God, and 
particularly the glory of his wifdom: be prepared 
it, yea, and fearched it out; he prepared it in 
his counfels, according to which he wrought all 
things in the creation, and ftill does in providence ; 
and his fearching out denotes his perfect knowledge 
of it, and the way and courfe of it, or he takes 
with it, though it is unfearchable, and paft finding 
out by us. Mr. Broughton underftands this of a 
perfon, as do fome others, even Chrift, the wif- 
dom of God; rendering the words, then he faw 
her, and foewed her, &c,. and fo the paflages in 
Prov. viii. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. may be a com- 
ment on thefe words and the foregoing ; for when 
the above decrees were formed in the divine mind, 
then he /aw his wifdom, his /ogos, his eternal Son ; 
for he was by him, and with him, and in him, 
lying in his bofom; he looked at him in creation, 
and made man after his image, the idea he had 


formed of his human nature, and made all things| part of it, and very profitable to men, 


m ip vocum, Pifcator, Mercerus, Drufius, 
Queeft. 12. ¢. 13. 31 
Janius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
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delight and pleafure, as being the exprefs image 
of his perfon ; he declared him to be his only be- 


gotten Son, faying, this day I have begotten thee, 


Pf. ii. 7. he made bim known to the angels, as 
the Zargum here expreffes it, and what he defigned 
to do by him, and with him; which ocecafioned 
the revolt of many of them from him; and he de- 
clared him to dam as foon as there was an oppor- 
tunity and occafion for it; he prepared him in his 
eternal purpofes to be the Redeemer and Saviour 
of his people, to be the head of the church, and 
the judge of quick and dead ; he /earched him out 
in his infinite wifdom, and found him, fingled him 
out, laid help on him, with his holy oil anointed 
him, and appointed him to be the ranfomer of his 
chofen ones, od xxxiii. 24. Pf Ixxxix. 19, 20. 
¥. 28. And unto man be faid, &c,| What fol- 
lows; unto Adam, {fo fome render it, as Mr. 
Broughton , taking what-is after delivered to be 
faid to the firft man ; either by fuggefting it to his 
mind and confcience, and infcribing it on his heart, 
where the law of God was written, and by which 
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for his fake; and he viewed him with the utmoft 


he was directed to fear God and avoid evil; or by © 


the exprefs command he gave him not to eat of the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge ; thereby inftrudcting 
him to fear him, and abftain from evil; which, 
had he done, would have been his higheft wifdom, 
and a proof of it, and of his underftanding ; but 
it feems beft to underftand it in general of the fons 
of men, as the Zargum and others : this is the fub- 
ftance of what God fays in his works, which are 
done that men might fear him, and ftand in awe 
of him, Pf. xxxiii. 6, 7, 8. Eccl. iii. 14. and in 
his word, and by his prophets, and their miniftry in 
all ages ; whereby it appears, that this is the whole 
of men to fear God and keep his commandments, 
Eccl. xii. 14. Some render the words, but unto men 
be faid®; though he knows his own wifdom, and 
the way and place of it, the courfe it fteers in 
providence, and has feen, obferved, and fhewn it ; 
has prepared, difpofed, ordered, and fearched it 
out, and perfectly knows it, and the caufes and rea- 
fons of it; yet he has not thought fit to make thefe 
known clearly to men ; who therefore muft be con- 
tent they fhould be fecrets to them, and attend to 
the wifdom which is revealed, and is of the greateft 
importance and confequence to them; namely, 
what follows, debold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wifdom; by which is meant, not a fear of his 
wrath, and of eternal damnation, but an affection 
for God with reverence of him; fuch as is pecu- 
liar to children, a godly filial fear; and which is 
confiftent with ftrong faith, great joy, and true 
courage ; is oppofite to pride and {elf-confidence, 
and takes in the whole worfhip of God, both ex- 
ternal and internal : and it is called the fear of the 
Lord, becaufe he is the object and author of it ; it 
is not from nature, or in men naturally, but comes 
from the grace of God, and is a gift of it; it is 
wrought in converfion, and is increafed by the 
difcoveries of the love and goodnefs of God ; and 
is that wifdom which God makes his people know, 
in the hidden part; no man is wife till he fears the 
Lord; and when that grace is put into him, he 
begins to be wife, for this is the beginning of wif- 
dom, Prev. i. 7. and ix. 10. and is a principal 

both for 


‘this 


. Nat. Hift. 1. 2. c. 43. 


i 


GHeXxIX. Ys7,’2¢ 7, O B 395 


this life, and for that tocome; andtherefore it is their] Pf cxi. 10. Now ob fuggefts by this, that his 

higheft wifdom to be concerned for it: the heart ofjfriends fhould be folicitous about, and fatisfied 
God, is towards them that fear him; his eye is upon} with fuch wifdom and underftanding as this, and 
them; his hand communicates to them ; his fecret/not pry into the fecrets of providence, and the 
is with them; he fets a guard of angels about them;|wifdom of that, which are not to be found out; and 
caufes the fun of righteoufnefs to arife on them, and} fo ceafe to charge him with being an hypocrite, and 
he has laid up much for them, for time and eter-|a wicked man, becaufe of the dealings of God with 
nity: and to depart from evil is underftanding , this|him, which were not to be accounted for : and by 
is the fruic and effect of the fear of the Lord, |this ¥od appears to be a good man, and had an 
through which men have an hatred of fin, and an|/experience of what he here exprefles ; that he was 
averfion to it, and are careful not to commit it ;|one that feared God and efchewed evil, according 
through it they depart from evil, and abftain from|to the teftimony given of him, ch. i. 1. 8. and 
all appearance of it; fee Prov. viil. 13. and xvi. 6.|this he gave proot of in his former life and con- 
and it puts them upon a regard to God and his|verfation ; of which an account is given in the fol- 
cotamandments, and to all that is good; and which | lowing chapter. 
is an evidence and proof of a good underftanding, |i i 
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N this chapter 70d gives an account of his for- 
mer life, and wifhes it was with him now as 
then; and which he defcribes with refpect to his 
own perfon, and the favours he perfonally enjoyed, 
whether temporal or fpiritual, ver. 1— 5. with 
refpect to his family and domeftic affairs, ver. 5, 6. 
with regard to the efteem he had from men of every 
age and ftation, ver. 7—11. the reafons of which 
were the mercy and compaffion he fhowed to the 
poor, the fatherlefs, and the widow, and the juf- 
tice he adminiftered in the execution of his office as 
a magiftrate, ver. 12—17. in which honour and 
profperity he expected to have lived and died, ver 
18. 19, 20. and which he further defcribes by the 
refpect he had among men, and the power and au- 
thority he exercifed over them, ver. 2I—25. 


the favour he was in with God, and from the res 
{pect fhewn him by men, andthe many good things 
done by him: but fince, by various expreffions, 
which before had dropped from his lips, it ap- 
pears, that he had no hope nor expectation of ever 
being reftored to his former outward happinefs ;. 
this may be confidered as a with for the return of 
fpiritual profperity, wifhing he was in as good 
frames of foul, and as much in the exercife of 
grace, and was as holy, as humble, as fpiritual, 
and. heavenly-minded, as he was when he had fo 
much of the world about him; and that he had. but 
the like communion with God, and his gracious pre= 
fence with him, as he had then.. The ftate of the 
Lord’s people, God-ward, is always the fame’; 
his ele€tion of them ftands fure; the covenant of 
grace with them is unalterable; their intereft in a 
living Redeemer always continues; grace in them 
is a principle, permanent and perpetual ; but there 
may be, and often is, an alteration in their frames, 
and in the exercife of their graces, and in the open 
regard of God unto them; their graces may be low 
in exercife ; there may be a decay of the life and 
power of godlinefs; their frames may change, and 
the prefence of God may be withdrawn from them, 
and they may have no view of intereft in falvation, 
at leaft not have the joys of it; wherefore, when 
fenfible of all this, may be defirous it might be 
with them as it was before; that God would 
turn them again, and caufe his face to fhine upon 
them, that they might be comfortable ; the parti- 
culars of Yob’s former cafe follow, which he defires 
a renewal of : as in ¢he days when God preferved me; 
either in a temporal fenfe; God having fet an 
hedge of fpecial providence about him, whereby 
he and his, his family and fubftance were remark- 


¥. 1. Moreover, Job continued his parable, &c.’ 
Or added to take it up *, that is, he took it up a- 
gain, and went on with his difcourfe; he made a 
paufe for awhile, waiting to obferve whether any 
of his three friends would return an anfwer to 
what he had faid; but perceiving they were not 
inclined to make any.reply, he began again, and 
gave an account of his former life,, in order to 
fhew, that he was far from being the wicked man, 
or being fo accounted by others, as his friends had 
reprefented him, and faid as follows. 

y. 2. Ob that I were as in months paft, &c.) 
Which is either an earneft with for reftoration 
to his former ftate of outward profperity ; which 
he might defire, not through impatience and dif- 
content under his prefent circumftances, or from a 
carnal and worldly fpirit; but either, that the pre- 
fent reproach he lay under from his friends might 
be taken off, he obferving, that they accounted 
him a wicked man and an hypocrite, becaufe of|ably preferved; but now this was plucked up, and 
his afflictions; wherefore he judged, if thefe were|all were expofed to ravage and ruin ; or in a {piri- 
removed, and hewas in as profperous acondition and] tual fenfe, as he was both fecretly and openly pre- 
in as good circumftances as before, they would en-|ferved, and as all the Lord’s people are, in Chriff, 
tertain a different opinion of him; or, that his}and in his hands, and by his power, fpirit, and 
words might be better attended to, as they were by! grace: the Lord preferves their fouls from the evil 
men, both young and old, and even princes and]of their own hearts, fin that dwells in them, that 
nobles before, it being a common cafe, that whatfit fhall not have the dominion over them; from the 
a poor and diftreffed man fays is not regarded; orjevil that is in the world, that they fhall not be over- 
that he might be in a capacity of doing good tojcome by it, and carried away with it; and from 
the poor and fatherlefs, the widow and the op-|the temptations of Satan, fo as not to be devoured 
prefied, as he had formerly; or, this wifh is only|and deftroyed by him, and from a final and total 
made to introduce the account of his former life,|falling away ; he preferves them in his own ways, 
by which it would appear, that he was not the}fafe to his kingdom and glory ; but fometimes all 
man his friends had reprefented him to be, fromIthis does not appear fo evident unto them, as it 


might 
& PIN AS)} addidit affumere, Montanus, Bolducius, Mercerus; addidit tollere, Dre -: 


396 TF. @ &, Ch, xxix rem 


might not to Fob at this time ; who obferved the 
workings of his corruption, and the breaking out 
of them, in paffionate words, wifhes, and curfes, 
and the temptations of Satan, who was bufy with 
him to go farther lengths, even to blafpheme and 
curfe God; fo that he might fear that God his de- 
fence was departed from him, the return of which 
he was defirous of ; fee J/ xlix. 14, 15, 16. i 

y. 3. When his candle fined upon my head, &c. | 
Which may be underftood either of outward pro- 
{perity, fometimes fignified by a candle, ch. xviil. 
5, 6. and xxi, 17. and may be called the candle 
of the Lord, becaufe it is from him, it is of his 
lighting and fetting up; and its fhining on his 
head may denote the large meafure and degree of it 
poffefied by him, in allufion to torches carried on 
high to light with; or lamps, or candles, fet up 
in the higher part of the houfe to give the more 
light; or to the fun in the firmament, and efpe- 
cially when in its meridian, and fhines cleareft nght 


now a father in Chrif, his living Redeemer : and 
Fob withes it was with him as in his youth, or in 
the early days of his converfion, at which feafon, 


generally fpeaking, there are great zeal and fer- 


vency of fpirit, a flow of love’and affection to God 
and the be(t things; large difcoveries of his love, 
much fenfible communion with him, and enjoyment: 
of his prefence; wherefore fuch returning feafons © 
are defireable ; fee Fer. ii. 2, 3. when the fecret of 
God was upon my tabernacle, either the fecret power 
and providence of God, which was upon his houfe 
and family, and all that belonged to him; or the 
fecret of his love, which was manifefted to him, 
and is from everlafting to everlafting, on them that 
fear the Lord, as Fob did; who had fecret come 
munion with God, his fellowfhip was with him; 
he dwelt in the fecret place of the Almighty, and 
was taken into his fecret chambers, where lie had 
the greateft familiarity with him, fee Pf xxv. 14. 
Some obferve the word for /ecret is ufed for an a/= 


over our heads, and cafts no fhadow: or elfe it|/embly*, and take the fenfe to be, that the aflembly 


may be underftood of light in a figurative fenfe, 
not of the light of nature in men, which, though 
called the candle of the Lord, Prov. xx. 27. yet in 
man’s fallen ftate, fhines not clearly ; and with re- 
{pect to this there was no difference in od than 
heretofore; but rather it is the light of grace, the 
true light, which had fhone upon him and in 
him, but now not fo clearly as formerly, and as 
he could with for ; or elfe the word of God, which 
isa light unto the feet, and a lamp to the path; 
or it may be beft of all, the favour of God, the 
light of his countenance he had before enjoyed, 
having had acomfortable difplay of his love, a clear 
view of intereft in it, and had the bleffings of it 
beftowed upon him, and enjoyed by him ; and no- 
thing was more defireable by him, as is by every 
good man, than the return\of the light of God’s 
countenance; and that he might be remembered 
with his fpecial favour, as his people are ; and, as 
he had been in times paft: and when By Ais light 
J walked through darkne/s , that is either by the 
light of outward profperity, he had efcaped thofe 
calamities, diftrefles and dangers, and got over 
thofe difficulties which attended others, though 
now furrounded with them; or by the light of di- 
vine grace, or of the word of God, and efpecially 
by and in the light of God’s countenance, he walk- 


of the faints and people of God was in his taber- 
nacle or houfe; there they met together for reli- 
gious worfhip, and where ¥od had often a com- 
fortable opportunity, and wifhes for the fame again, 
fee Pfeil. 1, 125 Bee 

¥. 5. When the Almighty was yet with me, &c.} 
Not merely by his powerful and _providential pre- 
fence, ashe is with all men; but ina fpecial man- 
ner by his gracious prefence, which is a wonder- 
ful and diftinguifhing favour; but fometimes the 
people of God are without it, at leaft they think 
fo, and which was now od’s cafe, fee ch. xxiii. 2, 
3. 8, 9. and therefore he defires he would return 
to him, and fhew him his face and favour: When 
my children were about me ; as olive plants about his 
table, in their youth ; when he looked at them with 
great delight and pleafure, as his growing hopes s 
and, when grown up, and were not far from him, 
but were round about him, and lay near his heart, 
and whofe welfare, temporal and fpiritual, he was 
folicitous for ; but now they were all taken away 
from him, and were no more: the word for chil- 
dren fignifies alfo fervants', and may take in them, 
of whom he had many to do his work and bufi- 
nefs ; to attend upon him, to wait his orders, and 
execute them, and guard his perfon; but now 
many of them were flain by the Sabeans and Chal- 


ed chearfully and comfortably, without any fear of|deans, and by fire from heaven; and thofe he had 


the darknefs of affliction and calamities, or of the 
dark valley of the fhadow of death, or of the 
prince of darknefs, or of the darknefs of hell and 
damnation; but now clouds of darknefs being 
about him, and he without the light of God’s 
countenance, could not fee the way in which he 
walked, and therefore wifhed that that again might 
be lifted up upon him. / 
y. 4. As I was in the days of my youth, &c.] Ei- 
ther taken literally, he being one like Obadiah, 
that feared God from his youth upward ; or figu- 
ratively, for his former ftate of profperity, when 
he was like a tree in autumn laden with ripe and 
rich fruit, and in great abundance; and fo fome 
render the words in the days of my autumn, or au- 
tumnity*; though it may refpect the time of his firft 
converfion, the infancy and youth of his {piritual 
ftate, who, when firft regenerated, was as a new- 
born babe, and then became a young man, and 


“Yt +4! in autumno dierum mearum, Hottinger. Thefaur. Philolog. p. 507. in diebus autumnitatis mez, Sc 
fo the word fignifies in Arabic, vid. Golium, col. 1415. Lud. Capell. in loc. | a i 
Dei, Pagninus, Beza ; focietas Dei, i.e. congregatio, Bolducius ; fo Jarchi, 
Tigurine verfion; vel famuli vel filii, Mercerus, Drefius ; fo Jarchi. 


~ 


were very difrefpectful to him, fee ch. xix, 15, 16. 

¥.6. When I wafhed my fleps with butter, &c.} 
Not the fteps of his houfe or palace; for to have 
done this, or his fervants by his orders, as it would 


— 


have been a very great impropriety, fo a piece of — 


great prodigality, which 70d could never have been 
guilty of; but either his footfteps, the prints of 
his feet ; and the fenfe be, that his cattle produced 
fuch a vaft quantity of milk, that when his fer- 
vants brought it from the fields to the dairy, their 
milk-pails ran over in fuch sbundanie, hated 
could not ftep out of his houfe, and take a walk i 
his fields, but he ftepped into puddles of mi es 
which butter was made: this is an exaggerated 
phrafe, like that by which the land of Canaan is 
defcribed, as flowing with milk and honey ; or rather 
this is to be underftood of the wafhing of his 
which are the inftruments of ftepping or walking 
It was ufual in thofe times, in the rate untri 


of 
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to wath their feet upon travelling, of at feftivals : 
but.then this was commonly done with water, not 
with butter, fee Gen. xviii. 4. and xix. 2. Luke 
vii. 44. and the meaning can only be, that Fob had 
fuch abundance of milk, or butter made of it, that 
he could, if he would, have wafhed his feet in it; 
indeed, they had ufed to anoint the feet with oint- 
ment; buc whether cream or butter was any in- 
gredient in it, and fo the part is put for the whole, 
is not certain, fee Luke vii. 38. Fob xii. 3. be- 
fides, that would have been more properly ex- 
preffed by anointing than wafhing; it feems to be 
an hyperbole, an expreffion like that of Zopbar, in 
ch. xx. 17. fignifying the vaft abundance of the in- 
creafe and produce of 7od’s kine ; who is faid to 
wath his feet in milk or butter, as her is faid to 
dip his feet in oil, becaufe of the great plenty of 
it, Deut. xxxiil. 24. the fpiritual meditation upon 
the words may be this; the feet of the beft of faints 
need wafhing, there being many failings and infir- 
mities in their walk and converfation; in which 
they gather much pollution and filth daily ; the 
proper wafh for this is the blood of Chrij?, of which 
the laver in the tabernacle and temple was a type, 


at which the priefts wafhed their hands and feet ; 
but the word of God, called the fincere milk of the 
word, is the inftrument or means of wafhing, or 
of directing fouls to the fountain opened to wath 


in ;.fo that with refpect to that, the feet of faints, 
as the eyes of Chri/?, may be faid to be wafhed with 
milk: aad the rock poured me out rivers of oil; ano- 
ther hyperbolical expreffion, like that in Deut. 


xxxii. 13. where honey is faid to be fucked out of 
the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; as ho- 


ney may be got out of a rock, becaufe bees may 


make their nefts and hives there, where it is laid 
up by them; fo oil, in like manner, may be had 


from the flinty rock, olive trees growing on hills, 


mountains, and rocks, which yield oil in great 
abundance ; near Ferufalem was a mount called 
Olivet, from thence : the land of Edom, or Idumea, 
where 70d lived, abounded with cragged mountains 


and rocks ; and there might be in ¥0d’s eftate, fuch 


on which olive-trees grew in great plenty, as to 
produce vaft quantities of oil : it is a very fanciful 
thought of Bolducius, that this rock was no other 
than a ftone veffel, in which was oil, fomewhat 
like the alabafter box in Ma¢t. xxvi. 7. and which 
was plentifully poured on Zod, when he was anoint- 
ed high-prieft ; and another learned man”, tho’ he 
rejects the notion of its being a veffel for facred ufe, 
yet is willing to allow it was an oil-veffel for common 
ufe: as to the fpiritual fenfe, it may be obferved, that 
a rock in fcripture often fignifies a divine perfon ; it 
is an emblem of Cbrif, as oil alfo is of the fpirit of 
God and his grace ; and which flows from Cérif, 
who is full thereof, and that in fuch great abun- 


dance, as to be expreffed by rivers; fee 1 Cor. x. 
4. Matt. xxv. 3, 4. Fobni. 14. 16. and vii. 38. 


y¥. 7. When I went out to the gate through the city, 
&c.] Fob having defcribed his former ftate of hap- 
pinefs by the perfonal favours he enjoyed, and by 
the profperity of his family, and his abundance, of 
plenty at home ; proceeds to give an account of the 
honour and refpect he had from men of every age 
. and rank abroad: though ‘he had an affluence of 


the things of this world, he did not indulge him- 


felf at home in eafe and floth ; but went abroad to 


" Fortunat. Schacch. Elzochry{m. Myroth. |. 2. ¢. 79. p. 715. 
fuper civitatem, Pagninu:, Montanus, Schmidt; fuper urbe, Etieor 
Egypt and Nubia, vol. 2. p. 140, 141, 158. See Jofeph. Antiq. 1.18, ce. 5. §.-6. 


* Vor. I. N° 13, 


¥ O B: 


397 
take care of the public welfare, maintaifi public 
peace, and adminifter public. juftice among his 
neighbours ; performing the office of a civil magi- 
ftrate, which is often exprefied in fcripture by going 
in and out before the people: 70d went out from 
his own houfe to the gate of the city, where a court 
of judicature was kept, as it was ufual in thofe 
times and countries to hold them in the gates of the 
city ; fee Zech. viii. 16. and to which he paffed 
through the city, very probably, in great pomp 
and fplendor, fuitable to his office and character, 
which drew the eyes and attention of the people to 
him; by which it fhould feem that his houfe was 
on one fide of the city, and the gate where juftice 
was adminiftred was on the other; though it may ~ 
be rendered over the city,° and the fenfe be, that 
he paffed along as he that was over the city, the 
chief man in it, and prefident of the court of ju- 
{tice, fee 2 Kings x. 5. when I prepared my feat in 
the fireet ; where he fat, not as a teacher, though hé 
was an inftructor, not only of his family, but of 
his neighbours, as E/iphaz himfelf teftifies, th. iv. 
3, 4. and it was ufual for fuch to have feats to fit 
upon, as thofe had who fucceeded Mo/es, and aré 
faid to fit in his chair; and it was ufual to call to 
men and inftruct them in open public places ; hence 
wifdom is faid to utter her voice in the ftreets, iri 
the opening of the gates, at the entry of the city, 
at the coming in at the doors, Prov. i. 20, 21. and 
vill. 3. but ob here fpeaks of himfelf as a civil 
magiftrate, asa judge upon the bench, whohada - 
feat or throne erected for him to fit upon,’ whilft 
he was hearing and trying caufes ; and this was fet 
up in the {treet under the open air, before the gate 
of the city, where the whole city might be con- 
vened together, and hear and {ee juftice done to 
their neighbours in fuch a ftreet before the gate of 
the city, Ezra read the law to J/rae/; and in fuch 
an one Hezekiah got the people of J/rael together, 
and {poke comfortably to them when invaded by 
Sennacherib ; fee Neh. viii. 2, 3. 2 Chron. xxxii. 6. 
and the Arabs to this day hold their courts of juftice 
in an open place under the heavens, as in a field, or 
in a market-place’; and it is right that courts of 
juftice fhould be open and acceffible to all. 

'¥.8. The young men faw me, and hid themfelves, 
&c.] Through a veneration of him; which was 
much, fince young men, through a vain conceit 
and opinion of themfelves, are apt to treat their fu- 
periors in age with flight, negleét and contempt; or 
through fear, left he fhould fpy them, and call 
them to him, and examine them clofely concerning 
their conduct and behaviour, and reprove them for 
their youthful follies he might have knowledge of : 
and the aged arofe and ftood up; as he paffed by them, 
to fhew their refpeét unto him; or when he camé 
into court, they rofe up, and continued ftanding 
until he had took his feat; and even then kept the 
fame pofture, attending to his counfel and inftruc- 
tion, to his definitive fenterice and decifion of mat- 
ters in debate ; though they were venerable perfons 
themfelves, and fuch as before whor young men - 
were to arife, Lev. xix. 32. and were alfo men of 
wifdom and prudence, ch. xii. 12. yet thefe men 
rofe and ftood up, paying a deference to ‘Yod’s {u- 
perior fenfe and judgment. 

¥. 9. The princes refrained talking, 8c.) Who 
were in court before Fod came in, and were either 
talk- 
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talking with one another about indifferent matters,}comforters, Eecl.iv. 1. in thefe inftances Fob imi- 
or were giving their opinion ina cafe before them ;}tated God, and was a follower of him, as a dear 
but no fooner did ¥0b make his, appearance, but|child of his; who, when this and the other poor 
they left off talking, and would not proceed any|man cries unto him, he hears, faves, and delivers 
further ; they laid a reftraint upon their words, and/out of all their troubles ; he is the helper, yea, the 
curbed themfelves from {peaking any more till they|father of the fatherlefs, and the judge of the wi- 
had heard his opinion : and laid their hand on their\dow, and, when there is no help from. men, he is 
mouth ; as a token of filence, ‘judg. xviii. 19. a prefent help in times of need. i 
y¥. 10. The nobles beld their peace, &c.] Thefemay| y. 13. The blefing of bim that was ready to perifo 
be in fome refpects inferior to the others; not princes|came upon me, &c.] That were ready to perith 
of the blood, or fons of kings, who were properly|through the oppreffion of others, or through want - 
princes, and yet great perfonages, of a noble ex-|of thé neceffaries of life, or through falfe charges 
traction, and of confiderable families: fome think|brought, and through falfe witnefs bore againft 


the leaders ypecterals of armies are meant, com- 
_ manders and captains, and fuch like military ofi- 
cers, thofe fons of Mars, who are generally bold 
and daring, boifterous and bluftering, and full of 
talk ; and yet even thefe held their peace in the’ 
prefence of Fob; or their voice was hid* ; it could 
not be heard: and their tongue cleaved to the roof of 
their mouth ; fo that they had no ule of it, and it 
was as if they had none, fee Ezek. ili. 26. Here 
are various expreffions made ufe of, fignifying the 
profound filence of great perfonages whilft fob was 
prefent ; and this filence was owing either to a con- 
{cioufnefs of their own weaknefs, and left they 
fhould, by fpeaking before him, betray it, and he 
fhould expofe them ; or to the defire they had of| 
hearing 7od’s opinion firft, which was as an oracle 
to them, and ufually determined matters in debate 
before them; fuch high fentiments did they enter- 
tain of Fob’s good fenfe and abilities. 

-y. 11. When the ear heard me, then it bleffed 
me, &c.] The ear of the common people affembled 
together to hear caules tried, and how they would 
go; when they heard fob give his opinion in court, 
or the definitive fentence paffed by him as a judge, 
they all applauded his wifdom and juftice ; they 
highly praifed and commended him ;_ in which fenie! 
the word Jd/effed is ufed, Prov. xxxi. 28. or they 
wifhed a bleffing on him; they prayed for his wel- 
fare, as it becomes people to do for thofe that are in| 
authority, efpecially wife and faithful magiftrates ; 
or they accounted him a bleffed man, and called 


them, and fo liable to a fentence of condemnation 
to death, or having it pafied upon them; but Fod 
taking their part, and fearching thoroughly into 
their caufe, not only refpited them from deftruc- 
tion, but cleared them from the charges laid againft 
them, and which brought the bleffing of thofe per- 
fons on him ; who blefied God for him, and bleffed 
him, wifhed a bleffing on him in their prayers to 
God, who had been fuch a happy inftrament of 
their deliverance from ruin and deftruction; fee 
Prov. xxiv. 11, 12. and xxxi. 5, 6. and I caufed 
the widow’s heart to fing for joy, by relieving her 
wants, defending her caufe, and. punifhing thofe 
that oppreffed her ; which is the reverfe of the cha- 
racter Elipbaz gives of Fob, ch. xXil. 9. 

y¥. 14. Lput on rightecu/nefs,. and it clothed me, 
&c.] Not the righteoufhels of his living Re- 
deemer, the robe of righteoufnefs, and garment of 
falvation he had from him; though he had put on 
that by faith, and it was his clothing in the fight 
of God, which covered his perfon, and covered all 
his fins from the avenging eye of divine juftice ; 
and .in which he was prefented before God un- 
blameable and irreprovable in his fight, and with 
which he was adorned and beautified, being made 
perfectly comely through it, and compleatly jufti- 
fied by it, but legal righteoufnefs in the admini- 
{tration of his office as a magiftrate; he put it on, 
that is, he exercifed it, and he exercifed it con- 
ftantly from morning to night, and day after day 5 
as a man puts on his clothes in a morning, and 


him fo, Lukei. 48. as he was, both in a temporal) keeps them on all the day, and which he is always 
fenfe, being bleffed with a great plenty of earthly|repeating ; and it was as vifible in him, and to be 
, things, and alfo bleffed with all {piritual bleffings in | feen and obferved by all, as the clothes on his back; 
Chrift, with an abundance of grace, and with a title}and it covered him all over as a garment does; no 
to eternal glory ; as well as he was bleffed as a ma-| blemifh was to be feen in him, or blame to be caft 
giftrate, with great wifdom and with great inte-lupon him, throughout the whole courle of his 
erity and uprightnefs in the difcharge of his office ;adminiftration; and this was a fence unto ‘him 
and when the eye faw me, it gave witne/s to me; of|againft all calumny and reproach, as garments are 
his gracefulnefs and gravity, of his honefty and|againft the inclemency of the weather; fee x Sam. 
faithfulnefs, of his good behaviour among his|xii. 3, 4, 5. fo a godly converfation in the exercife 
neighbours, and of his wife conduct in the courts|of graces and virtues, and in the performance of 
of judicature, duties both to God and man, is fometimes exprefied 
y. 12. Becaufe I delivered the poor that cried, &c.]|by a putting them on, as garments are put on; 
This honour and efteem he had not, becaufe of his|fee Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10.12. 14. and thefe are 
grandeur and riches, becaufe of his worldly wealth|an outward clothing to appear in before men, and 
and fubftance; but becaufe of the goodnefs of his] fhould be fhewn forth with meeknefs and wifdom, 
difpofition, and becaufe of the good he did to men,}fo as to be beheld by men; and fhould be conti- 
his acts of pity and compaffion to the poor, and of|nually exercifed and conftantly performed; and 
the juftice he did to all men; the poor and the af-|then they are a covering with refpeét to men, and 
flicted, when they cried to him for help he deli-|they appear harmlefs, blamelefs, and without re- 
vered them out of the hands of their oppreffors :|buke, in the midft of a crooked and perverfe ge- 
and the fatherle/s ; the care and defence of which|neration; and thus, by well doing, put to filence 
belongs to judges and civil magiftrates, fee P/|the ignorance of foolifh men, and fuch to the bluth, 
Ixxxil. 1, 2, 3, 4.and him that bad none to help him;)thofe who falfly accufe their good converfation : 
as the poor and fatherlefs feldom have; there is}and this in every fenfe was Yob’scafe: my j nt 
power on the fide of the oppreffors of them, but they|was as a robe and diadem fach as the high. 
have few or none to take their parts, and to be their}among the Fews wore in the execution of his office, 


FANS occultabatur, Drufius ; occultabat fe, Pifcator, 


= 


Ch. xxix, ¥.1g—r17, Ep On XB: 399 
_ which made him look grand and majeftic ; and it (for his bread elfewhere; and ‘fob might make a 
was ufual in ‘Yod’s time, as it is in our’s, and has|provifion in fome way or another for fuch fort of 
been the cuftom in all‘ ages and countries, for/perfons : or rather in a civil fenfe, fuch who were 
judges and civil magiftrates, to be clothed in ajengaged in law-fuits, and had juftice on their fide, 
different manner from others, as it is proper they |but for want of friends or money, or both, could 
fhould, to command an awe and reverence of them jnot carry them on; thefe od fupported and fup- 
among the common people, and make them re-jplied, and carried them through their fuits; and 
fpectable to them: but od did not fo much regard| got their caufe for them. 

his purple robe he was clad in, or the diftinguifh-| ¥, 16. 1 was a father to the poor, 8c.] Not in 
ing turbant he wore on his head, or whatever it|a literal fenfe; for his children were rich as well as 
was, and which might bear fome refemblance to ajhimfelf, while he had them ; but ina civil fenfe; 
mitre or a diadem; as it was his great concern to{/he was the patron of the poor; he was an advo- 


adminifter juftice, which he reckoned his greateft}cate for them, he took their part, he pleaded their 


honour, and was more ornamental to him than all 
the fhowy enfigns of his office; and it was this 
which gave him honour and efteem among all forts 
of men, high and low: and his regard to the poor, 
before obferved, did not arife from a foolifh com- 
miferation of them as poor men, and in order to 
get himfelf a name for his pity to them, but pro- 
ceeded upon a principle of juftice and equity, which 
he made the rule of his adminiftration ; he did not 
countenance the poor in his caufe right or wrong ; 
not the quality of the perfon, but the righteoufnefs 
of his caufe was what he attended to; and he took 
his part not merely becaufe he was a poor man, but 
feeing his caufe was jutt. 

¥. 15. I] was eyes to the blind, &c.] Either in a 
literal fenfe : there was a law in J/rae/ againft put- 
ting a ftumbling-block before the blind, and a 
curfeé pronounced on thofe that caufed them to 
wander out of the way; which implied, that they 
ought to remove all impediments out of their way, 
and fhould lead, guide, and direct them in the 
right way; and this Yod might do, if not in his 
own perfon, yet by his fervants, and fo was as eyes 
_ unto them, and efpecially by taking care of, and 
providing for perfons in fuch circumftances : or ra- 


caufe, defended their perfons, and fecured the 
little property they had ; he. bad the pity and 
compaffion of a father for them, and fupplied 
their wants; he fed them and clothed them; he 
did not eat his morfel alone, but gave them a part 
of it, and warmed them with the fleece of his flock : 
and the caufe which I knew not I fearched out; any 
caufe that was brought before him, he knew no- 
thing of before, and which, upon the opening of 
it, did not appear plain and eafy, but had its diffi- 
culties; this he clofely examined, and fearched 
thoroughly into the merits of, till it appeared plain 
to him on which fide the truth and juftice of it 
lay ; he did not hurry it over, and pafs fentence, 
having only in a fuperficial manner confidered it, 
as is too often the cafe; but after a long examina- 
tion of the contending parties, and of the witneffes 
on both fides, to whom he gave an impartial hear- 
ing, he pronounced the decifive fentence ; fee Prov. 
xxv. 2. and xxix. 7. Some think this refers to his 
diligent fearch and enquiry after caufes that were 
not brought before him 3 he did not wait for ap- 
plication to be made to him, but hearing of, or 
upon enquiry finding, that there were perfons 
oppreffed and diftrefled by cruel men, he of him- 


ther in a civil fenfe ; fuch who were in perplexity|felf voluntarily offered his affiftance, fearched into 
and diftrefs, opprefied by their neighbours, but|their caufe, made himfelf matter of it, and freed 
did not know how to get juftice done them, what|them from their diftreffes ; fo different were his be- . 
fteps to take, or methods to purfue, to obtain/haviour and character from that of the unjuft 
their right or fecure it; thefe ¥od inftruéted with\judge, Luke xviii. though others chufe to render 
his good advice and counfel, and put them into a the words, she cau/e of bim that I knew not, 8c. * 
way of proceeding, whereby they could be extri- of a itranger, of one that he had never feen be- 
cated out of their difficulties, and peaceably enjoy|fore, of one that was moft unknown to him in the 
their own, fee Numb. x. 31. and it might be true|world; the caufe of fuch an one he took as much 
of him in a fpiritual fenfe; that he was eyes to his| pains with to get the true knowledge of, and do 
blind heathen neighbours among whom he dwelt ;|juftice to, as of the deareft relation, the neareft 
who were ignorant of God, and of the living Re-|neighbour, and the moft intimate friend and ac- 
deemer, and of the way of life and falvation by|quaintance that he had. 

him, and of their miferable and loft eftate, and of} y. 17. And I brake the jaws of the wicked, &c.] 


their need of a Saviour; not being acquainted 
with the nature of fin, and the fad confequences of 
it, and with the way of atonement for it, nor with 
the mind and will of God; and the worfhip of him ; 
all which he might be a means of enlightening 


Their jaw-teeth, or grinders, alluding to beatts 
of prey, who have fuch teeth, very large; the mean- 
ing may be, that ¥ob confuted the arguments which 
wicked men made ufe of in their own defence, and 
againft the poor, expofed the weaknefs of them, 


their minds with: Eiiphaz owns he inftruéted/and made them ineffectual to anfwer their pur- 
many, ch. iv. 3. thus minifters of the gofpel are pofes ; or difabled tyrants and cruel oppreffors from 
-eyes to the blind; for though they cannot give doing any further hurt and damage to the father- 
eyes, or fpiritual fight to men, which is only from|lefs and helplefs ; was an inftrument in the hand of 
the Lord, yet they may be inftruments of opening God, of breaking the power, and weakening the 
blind eyes, and of turning men from darknefs to|hands of fuch perfons, and hindering them from 
light, as the word preached by them is a means of|doing the mifchief they otherwife would; fee Prov. 
enlightening the eyes, Aéls xxvi. 18. Pf. xix. 8.|xxx. 14. Pf. iii. 7. and Ilviii. 6. and plucked the 
whereby men come to fee their loft eftate, and the} poil out of bis teeth ; as David took the lamb out 
way of falvation by Chriff: and feet was I to thejof the mouth of the bear and lion that came into 
lame ;, either in aliteral fenfe, as David was to Me-|his father’s flock, and carried it off: thus fod de- 
phibofbeth, when he fent for and maintained him|livered the poor out-of the hands of fuch monfters 


at his own table, fo that he had no occafion to feek|in nature, comparable to beafts of prey; and a 
them 


t Py]? quem non cognoveram, Junius & Tremellius, Michaelis; ignotiffimi, Schultens, 
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obliged them to reftore unto them what they had 
in an unrighteous manner taken from them. 

yr. 18. Shen I faid, I foail diein my neft, &c.| 
ob, amidtt all his profperity knew he fhould die, 
death and the grave being appointed for all men ; 
and he often thought of it, and of the manner of 
jt; but he concluded that death was as yet at fome 
diftance from him, as appears from the following 
claufe; and that when the time was come, he 
fhould not die on the ground, but in the city in 
which he lived™, in his houfe, and on his bed ; 
that he fhould die with all his children about him. 
like a bird in its full of young ; whereas now 
he was ftript of them all, and like to die childlels ; 
that he fhould die amidft all his outward enjoy- 
ments, in an affluence of good things, in honour, 
credit, and efteem among men; whereas now he 
was deprived of all his fubftance, and had in con- 
tempt by friends and foes; and that he fhould die 
in great.tranquillity of mind, and peace of foul, 
in the enjoyment of the divine. prefence, and un- 


der rich difcoveries of his love and grace ; whereas 


now God had hid himfelf from him, and the ar- 
rows of the Almighty ftuck faftin him. Fob now 
had dropped his former confidence, and yet after 
all he did die in all the circumftances he believed he 
fhould; fee ch. xlii. r1o—17. and this confidence 
might rife not from any mercenary fpirit in him, 
as if this would be the fruit and reward of his in- 
tegrity and uprightnefs, juftice and faithfulnefs, 
and as due unto him on that account ; but from the 
promifes of God, which to the patriarchs were 
ufually of temporal bleffings, as types of fpiritual 
ones ; though it may be there was in this fomewhat 
of the infirmity of the flefh, as in David, Pf. 
xxx. 7. and an inattention to the uncertainty of all 
temporal enjoyments; nor might he then be fo 
well acquainted with the doétrine of the crofs, 
he now had an experience of : and I fhall multiply 
my days as the fand , which is not to be numbered, 
an hyperbolical expreffion, to denote the long life 
he expected to enjoy, and which was promifed. to 
good men ; and which od, notwithftanding his 
prefent defpair of it, was favoured and fatisfied 
with, Pf. xci. 16. Fob xlii. 16, 177 ‘Some ver- 
fions render it, as the Phenix”, a bird of that 
name, fpoken of by many writers as a very long- 
lived one ; fome fay it lived 500 years °, others 
540”, others 660%; yea fome, and fo the Fewz/h 
writers, as Yarchi and others’, make it to live 
1000 years, and fome fay * more ; and it is report- 
ed of it, though not with fufficient evidence, that 
there is never but oneof the kind at a time; which, 


FOB. 


them from being utterly ruined by them, andj being, it can’t well be thought that ¥od fhould ai 
ude unto it ; though his making mention of his 
neft, in the former claufe, may feem to favourit; 
and which has induced fome to give into it*S” 


others render it, as the palm-tree” 5 between which’ 


and the phoenix there is thought to be fome like= 
nefs on account of duration*, and both in the 


Greek tongue have the fame name; the palm= 
tree is an ever-green, and endures a long time 3 


Pliny? {peaks of a palm-tree in his time at Delos, 


faid’to have been there from the days of Apollo, 
which is fuppofed to be 1400 years; and it.is ob- 


ferved*, that this tree does continue two or three 


hundred years ; and this verfion may feem to be 
countenanced and confirmed by what follows : but 
fince the Hebrew word here ufed is never ufed bug 
of fand, it is beft fo to underftand it here, feeing 
it as fully anfwers ‘fob’s purpofe ; which was to 
exprefs his confidence of avery long life. Sand is 
frequently ufed in {cripture for what is innume- 
rable; fo Wapproxoorm in Ariftophanes*, for what 
can’t be numbered, and are equal to a mountain of 
fand. 

¥.19. My root was fpread out by the waters, &c.] 
According to our verfion, and others, fob here and 
in the following verfes, gives the reafons of his 
hope and confidence of his long life, and quiet 
and comfortable death amidft all his profperity and 
happinefs ; which were founded upon his flourifhing” 
circumftances, and the great refpect that was fhewn 
him among men ; and this is the fenfe, if we read 
the words in the paft tenfe, as we and many others 
do; or in the prefent tenfe, my root is [pread, &Ce 
as others ; but there are fome interpreters, both 
Fewifo and Chriftian” , that render them in the fu- 


ture tenfe, here and tothe end of the chapter; and, . 


fo they are a continuation of ¥od’s hope and truft. 
in the times of his profperity, that things would. 
always continue as they were withhim, and much 
more abundantly; and indeed all is true of Fab, 
in every fenfe, and all may be taken into the ac-. 
count ; and that thefe words, and the following, 
as they defcribe what had been, and at the then pre- 
fent time, when he concluded the above in his mind, 
was his cafe, fo they may alfo declare what he be- 
lieved would be always his cafe to the end of his 
days. Here he compares himfelf to a tree well. 
rooted and happily fituated by plenty of water, and 
which may be expreffive both of his temporal and 
{piritual profperity: his outward profperity feemed 
to him to have been well fettled and eftablifhed, be- 
ing like a tree that had taken root, and was like to 
continue, being watered with the favour and blef- 
fing of God, which maketh rich ; and as to his 


perceiving its end drawing near, it makes a neft of|{piritual eflate, he was like a tree planted by a ri- 


cafia, frankincenfe, and other fpices, and fets fire 
to it, and burns itfelf in it, and that out of its 
afhes comes forth an egg, which produces an- 
other ; and fome of the ancient writers, as Ter- 
tullian‘ particularly, have made ufe of this as an 
emblem of the refurrection; and to which fome 
think od has here refpeét; that he fhould live 
Jong like this bird, and then die and rife again ; 
but inafmuch as this feems to be a fabulous bird, 
and that there is not, nor ever was, any fuch in 


™ So Rufus Virginius ufed to call the Villa where he dwelt, Sene@utis fue Nidulum, Plin.1.6. Ep. 10. 


ficut Pheenix, Pagninus ; fo Mercer. Pifcator. 
le 3s Bad, 
lin. Polyhiftor. ¢. 46. 

in loc. par. 1. fol. 152. 2. 


1 © womeg strexos Powsxos, ‘Sept, ficut palma, V. L, 


* Wid. Scheuchzer. Phyfic. Sacr. 1. vol. 4. p. 757+ 
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» Jarchi, Ben Gerfom, Bar Tzemach, Schmidt, Schultens. 


: : © Herodot. Euterpe, five l. 2. c. 73. Pompon. Mela de fitu ¢ 
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4 Plin, Nat. Hift. 1.10. ¢. 2. 
: * Vid. Texelii Phoenix, 1. 2. ¢. 1. p. 140. 
Vid. Clement. Rom. Ep. 1. ad Corinth. p. 60. & Felli Not.in ib. 


ver of water, to which good men are often compared 
in fcripture, Pf i. 3. Uf xliv. 4. Fer. xvii. 7, 8. 
they are in general called trees of righteoufnels, 
and are fometimes likened to particular trees, as to. 
olives, cedars, and palm-trees; and fome think, 
as Pineda, that it is to the latter Fob here has re- 
fpec&t ; the laft claufe of the preceding verfe being 
in the Latin Vulgate verfion fo rendered as to coun- 
tenance this fenfe; and it may be obferved that this 
tree having thick long leaves, and fruit full of 

juice, 


. 


n 
‘Tacit. Annal. 1. 6. c. 28. ® 
* Berefhit Rabba, §. 19. fol.15.2. Y 
4 t De Refurreétione, c. 1 
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Ch. xxix. ¥. 20—23, 


and, as Pliny” fays, delights in watery places; 
noris it content with rain, but ‘is better fatisfied 
with waters fowing about it; hence it is often found 
neceflary to dig about it, and lay its roots open, that 
the waters may more eafily come at them, and 
flow about them ‘; and fo the words here in the 
original text are, my root was, is, or fhall be open to 
the waters‘: good men, as they are» rooted in the 
love of God, and in. the perfon of Chri, fo they 
have, as fob had, the root of the matter in them, 
the truth of grace, ora principle of grace ; which 
is watered, and kept alive and flourifhing, by the 
love and favour of God fhed abroad in the heart ; 
by frefh fupplies of grace out of the fulnefs of 
Cbrift, who is the fountain of gardens and well of 
living watets ; and by the means of grace, the word 
andordinances, the {till waters to which faints are 
led, and by which they are made tolye down, and 
where they are watered, refrefhed, and comfort- 
edivand the dew lay all. night upon my branch; fo 
that the water being at his root below, and the dew 
on his branch above, he muft be in a fruitful and 
flourifhing condition: the dew isa great bleffing to 
the earth, to trees, herbs, and plants, and the 
caufe of great fertility ; and this may refpect Fod’s 
temporal happinefs, in the health and profperity of 
his children, who were to him what branches are 
to a tree; andin the affluence of worldly good 
things, with which -through’ the bleffing of God, 
as dew upon him, he abounded ; and may alfo 
have regard to his fpiritual ‘affairs : believers in 
Gbrift are branches. in him, as fod was one ; and the 
dew of divine grace and favour lies upon them 
continually, even in the darkeft feafons ; which re- 
vives and tefrefhes their fouls, and makes them 
fruitful in the exercife of grace, and performance of 
good: works; fee Prov. xix. 12...Hof. xiv. 5,6, 7. 
the dew falls:in the night, and the foonerit falls 
che longer it lies; and is moft ufeful : fome render) 
the words, upon my harveft, or mowing“ ; the dew 
is of great ufe in harveft-time ; mowers:and reapers’ 
chufe the morning» to work in, ‘when the ftalks.are, 
moiftened by the dew ; and whichis of ufe:to keep 
the eats-of corn from fhedding by fwelling the) 
fibres, and’fo retaining the grains in their pmpea 

aces fi; feew/; xviii. 4. quit 
: v.20. My wy was (is or fhall be) fre/b inme, 
&c,] Orinew®; renewed day by day, having frefh 
additions made:unto it; which’ was true of ‘7od’s 
temporal honourdrom among:men 5 as a prince and 
civil magiftrate,» he -had the honour given him 
that was due unto: him, and this! was continually 
inereafing;,and.alfo of his :fpiritual glory, »which 
jay.as every good man’s glory:does, «in the grace of 
God wrought in him,’ and in the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift pat upon him, Pf. xlv. 9, 13. which grace 
is renewed and increafed in them by the holy fpi- 
rit, and is therefore called the renewing of the holy 
Ghott ; and which righteoufnefs is ‘revealed from 
faith to faith, from a leffer degree of it to a greater : 
and my bow was renewed in my band ,\is or foall be; 
dmeaning either his “authority “as'.a civil magiftrate, 
‘increafing: daily to the terror of evil doers, ‘and to 
the ‘praile, profit, and defence’ of them that) did 
well; or his ftrength, as’ Ger/om interprets it, his 
fpiritual ftrength, as in J) xbogt. where the: fame 
‘word is ufed as here ; fo that he grew ftronger an . 
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nove, Mercerus, Pifcator, Michaelis, Schultens. 
Vor. Ill. N®* 12. 
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Juice, and its wood: fpongy, requires mitch water 5 | 


4 © Palladius apud Scheuchzer, ut fupra, p. 759. 
ad dquas, Montanes ‘Bolducius,-Mercers, Cocceius, Schmidt, Michaelis, Schultens. 
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ftronger in faith and other graces, and went from 
ftrength to ftrength ; the bow was a warlike in- 
ftrument, and required ftrength to draw it, and is 
put for it ; fee Gen. xlviii. 22. and xlix. 24. 
¥.21. Unto me men fave ear, &c.) Or giveear, 
or fhall give ear, being all ear; all attention to 
him, liftening to what he faid with the utmoft dili- 
gence and earneftnefs ; even all forts of men, high 
and low, rich and poor, princes, nobles, and com- 
mon people ; this they had done, and ‘fob con- 
cluded they {till would do the fame ;- fee ¥. 9, 10. 
and waited ; patiently, without any wearinefs, with 
pleafure and delight, without giving any interrup- 
tion, or wifhing his difcourfe was ended ; and 


though continuing ever fo long, were not impa- 
tient until it was finifhed : and kept filence at my 
counfel; which was the thing waited for, and 
which when given, it was to the highett fatisfac- 
tion ; they acquiefced in it, and fhewed their appro- 
bation of it by their filence, not having any thing 
to object to it, any alteration to be made in it, or 
any thing to beadded to it ; but being fo compleat 
and full, they were ready to take it atonce, and aé& 
according to it; ¥0b’s counfel being like that of 


Abitophel, which was as the oracle of God. 
¥. 22. After my words they fpake not again, 8cc.} 


Did not or would not make any reply to them; 
they did not.attempt to change and alter them, to 
add unto them, or take from them, or in any wife 
to correct them, and much lefs to contradi& them, 
and treat them with contempt ; or differed not, as 
Mr. Broughton renders it ; differed not from them, 
but agreed to them ; and differed not among them- 


felves, but united in what Fob faid, as being full to 


the purpofe, after which nothing more could be 


faid ; fee Eccl. ii, 12. and my fpeech dropped upon 


them his prophecy, as Farchi, prophefying being 
exprefied by dropping, mos vii. 16. his doétrine 


dropped from his lips like the -honey-comb, and 
was fweet, grateful, and delightful to his hearers, 
as the church’s lips, Cant. iv..11. or rather like 
the rain, as in Deut. xxxii, 2. when it falls and 
drops gently and eafily, and fo penetrates and 
foaks into the earth, and abides and does good: 
in like manner, when good and found doétrine drops 


upon the hearers, fo as toenter into their hearts, 


and work«effectually in them, it does them: good, 
and they rejoice at it, and are far from having any 
thing to fay againft ic. ; 

W. 23. And they waited for meas forthe rain, 
&c.] The former rain, as appears by the follow- 
ing claufe, which. fell in, autumn, about Oéoder, 
after feed-time; in order to nourith and cherifh it, 
and bring it\up.;_ nowas the hufbandman waited for 
this, was in daily expectation, of it, and greatly 
defired it,‘ and; longed for it; fee Yam. v. 7. fo the 
people waited for. ‘fod, for his. coming into» their 
public affemblies, whether civil or religious, and 
longed. to. hear him fpeak, for their counfel and 
inftruction, for their comfort and direction in all 
things they ftood in need of : and they opened their 
mouth wide\as for the latter rain’ which fellin'the 
fpring about March, in the time of harveft, which 


-was of ‘ufeto plump the grains of corn, and make 
them fuller; and the flour finer; now o's hear- 


ers opened: their mouths, as ‘the dry and parched 
earth \gapesofor ‘rain; or'the hufbandman, of the 
gardener, as ‘the Zargum; opens his'mouth, and 
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jwards God and men, and propofed tutto them. 
what was moft eligible, both with tefpeét to doc- 
trine and practice; and /at chief in all their public 
affemblies ; he prefided in their councils and courts 


tafks and ptays for rain, or as a hungry and thirfty 
man opens his mouth to take in refrefhment, or ex- 
pprefles thereby ‘his defire of it ; or as perfons 
fomewhat deat open their mouths to hear the bet- 
ter, there being a way through the mouth to the 
jnternal ear, as anatomifts ® obferve 5 which lies 
through the Fallopian duct, out of the palate, to 
the internal cavity of the ear, called the concha s 
-wherefore fuch perions naturally open their mouths 
when they would hear attentively ; all which ex- 
prefles the eager defire of 0d’s hearers after his 
do@trine, which, like the rain, would be ufeful, 
profitable, and edifying to them} their view was 
not to indulge their curiofity, to pleafe their ears, 
but to affect their hearts, and inftrué their minds. 


worfhip, he fat in the chair of the teacher, and in- 
ftruéted them; he was chief fpeaker, as the hea- 
thens faid of the apoftle Paul, Ads xiv. 12. and 
dwelt as aking in the army, or troop*. Mr. Brough- 
ton renders it with a garrifon ; Fob was furrounded 
with multitudes of perfons, that waited upon him 
on one account or another, who were ready to re- 
ceive his words, and be obedient to them, as a king 
or general in the midft of an army, furrounded by 
his general officers and the whole army encamped 
y. 24. If 1 laughed on them, they believed it not,\about him, doing him honour, and ready to obey 
&c.] Not that he at any time laughed at them, by|whatever commands or inftructions he fhould give 
way of derifions but when in a chearful frame of|them: fome conclude from hence that ob was 
mind, or in a merry mood, he ufed freedom and really a king, as being not a note of fimilitude, 
familiarity, and jefted with them; but they could] but of truth and reality, as in Matt. xiv. 2, and fo 
not believe that he did jeft, or was in jeft, he be- he might be; for in thofe times and countries, 
ing a man always of fuch gravity and ferioufnefs,|every city almoft had its king ; though this is not 
that they concluded the {mile on his countenance,|neceflarily fuppofed here ; for the phrafe feems 
and the pleafant turn of his expreffion, had a fe- only to denote the authority and influence Fob had 
rious meaning in them ; or fuch familiarity with}over men by his advice and inftruction, which were 
them, was fo pleafing to them, that they couldjas much regarded as from a king; and the majefty 
fcarcely for joy believe that he did condefcend to|he appeared in, and the reverence in which he was 
indulge fuch ‘an air of pleafantry: or, as Mr.|had: as one that comforteth the mourners; which 
Broughton renders it, and fo fome others to the|fome reftrain to the king in his army, and con- 
fame fenfe, they would not be bold‘; familiarity}nect them therewith thus, when be comforteth tbe 
with them did not breed contempt, as it fometimes|”ourners'; the foldiers mourning for fome lofs 
does; they did not prefume upon it, and grow fuftained, and flaughter made among them; whofe 
old and infolent, and make him their equal; and|minds the king or general, by a fet fpeech endea- 
jeft with him again ; bat ftill there was an awe up-|vours to cheer, and comfort, and allay their fears, 
onthem, and they behaved with reverence to him ;}and animate them to intrepidity and fortitude, when 
and to fhew how great it was is the defign of the ex-[all eyes are upon him and attentive to him ; and fo 
preflion : and the light of my countenance they caft not| attentive were Yod’s hearers to him. Bar Tzemach 
down; they did not ruffle his mind, or difturb the}obferves, that the copulative }, or amd, is want- 
ferenity of it ; or cafe him to change his counte-Jing, and fo isa claufe by itfelf, and exprefies 
nance, through any bold and indecent behaviour|fomething diftinét from the former, and may be 
towards him, encouraged by the freedom and plea-|fupplied, and I was as one that comforteth the 
fantry he ufed with them ; they did not put him to| mourners ; as a wife man that comforteth them, as 
fhame, or provoke him to anger and difpleafure by| Aven Ezra explains it ; like one that made it his 
any unbecoming deportment ; they kept their di-]bufinefs to vifit mourners in affliction, on account 
ftance, they did not detraét from his authority andJjof the death of a relation, and the like; fee Fob 
majefty; or in the leaft leffen that, but behaved]xi. 19. and {peaks comfortable words to them, to 
with the fame reverence and regard to him they|f{upport them under their, forrow; when fuch an 
ever did ; fee Gen. iv. 6. one ufed to fpeak alone, and all ftood filent be- 
¥.25. Ichofe out their way, &c.] When his|fore him, and attentive to him; and in a like 
friends ‘and neighbours came to him for advice in|pofition was fod, when he gave his inftruétions to 
things civil, he marked out their way for them, |thofe about him; and he was, no doubt, a com- 
directed what fteps to take, what methods to pur-}forter of mourners himéelf, being either in temporal 
fue for their good they defired him to chufe for|afflictions, or in {piritual troubles; comforted thofe 
them, preferring his judgment to their’s, and were|that were caft down in either fenfe, and was a ty 
determined to abide by his choice of ways andjof Chri, who was appointed to comfort all that 
means, and to follow his counfel; and in religious|mourn in Zion. 
matters, ‘he inftructed them in their duty, both to- 


CHAP, XXX. 


¢ O B in this chapter fets forth his then unhappy|bafeft of men, whofe characters are defcribed, ver; 
ftate and condition, in contraft with his former|1—8. and the inftances of their contempt of him 
{tate of profperity defcribed in the preceding chap-|by words and geftures, are given, ver. g—14. he 
ter: things had taken a ftrange turn, and were|who enjoyed fo much eafe of mind, and health of 
juft the reverfe of what they were before; he that|body, is now filled with diftreffés of foul, and bo- 
was before in fuch high efteem and credit with all|dily difeafes, ver. 15—19. and he who enjoyed fo 
forts of men, young and old, high and low, rich}much of the prefence of God, and communion 
and poor, now is had in derifion by the meaneft and]with him, and of his love and favour, was now- 
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of judicature; and when met together for religious 
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difregarded, and, as he thought, cruelly ufed by 
him, who not only had deftroyed his fubftance, 
but was about to bring him to the grave, ver. 20 
—2¥4. allwhich came upon him, though he had a 
fympathizing heart with the poor, and them that 
were in trouble, and when he expected better things, 


ver, 25—28. and he clofes the chapter, lamenting 
his fad and forrowful circumftances, ver. 29, 


30, 31. 


y. 1. But now they that are younger than I, have 
me in derifion, &c.] Meaning not his three friends, 
who were men in years, and were not; at leaft all of 
them, younger than he, feech. xv. 10. and xxxii. 
6, 7. nor were they of fuch a mean extraction, and 
fuch low-lived creatures, and of fuch chatacters as 
here defcribed ; with fuch Yo wouid never have 
held a correfpondence in the time of his profperi- 
ty; both they and their fathers, in all appearance; 
were both great and good ; but thefe were 4 fett of 
profligate and abandoned wretches, who, as foon 
as ‘Yob’s troubles came upon him, derided him, 
mocked and jeered at him, both by words and 
geftures; and which they might do even before his 
three friends came to him, and during their feven 
days filence with him, and whilft this debate was 
carrying on between them, encouraged unto it by 
their behaviour towards him ; to be derided by 
any is difagreeable to flefh and blood, though it is 
the common lot of good men, efpecially in poor 
and afflicted circumftances, and to be bore patient- 
ly ; but to be fo ufed by junior and inferior per- 
fons, is an aggravation of it; as fob was, even by 
young children, as was alfo the prophet Elia, 
feech. xix, 18. whofe fathers I would have difdained 
to have fet with the dogs of my flock ; either to have 
compared them with the dogs that kept his flock 
from the wolves, having fome good qualities in 


OB 


ae 
lufty; hale men, able to do bufinefs, yet their 
ftrength was to fit {till and fold their hands in their’ 
bofoms, fo that their ftrength was of no profit or 
avail to themfelves or others; they were fo floth- 
ful and lazy, that Fob could not employ them in 
any bufinefs of his to any advantage to himéelf ; 
and this may be one reafon, among others, why he 
difdained to fet them with the dogs of his flock to 
keep it; for the fathers feem to be intended all 
along to ver. 8. though it matters not much to 
which of them the words are applied, fince they 
were like father like fon : in whom old age was pe- 
rifoed ? who did not arrive to old age, but were 
foon confumed by their lufts, or cut off for their 
fins ; and fo the ftrength and labour of their hands, 
had they been employed, would have been of little 
worth ; becaufe the time of their continuance in 
fervice would have been fhort, efpecially being 
idle and flothful : fome underftand it of a lively 
and vigorous old age, fuch as was in Mo/fes; but 
this being not in them, they were unfit for bufi- 
nefs, fee ch. v. 26. or they had not the endowments 
of old age, the experience, wifdom, and pru- 
dence of ancient perfons, to contrive, conduét, 
and manage affairs, or direct in the management 
of them, which would make up for lack of 
{trength and labour. BenGerfom, Bar Tzemach, and 
others, interpret the word of time, or the time 
of life, that was perifhed or loft in them; their 
whole courfe of life, being {pent in floth and idle- 
nefs, was all loft time. 

¥. 3. For want and famine they were /olitary, 
&¢e.] The Targum interprets it without children ; 
but then this cannot be underftood of the fathers ; 
rather through famine and want they were reduced 
to the utmoft extremity, and were as deftitute of 
food as a rock, or hard flint, from whence nothing 
is to be had, as the word fignifies fee ch. iii. 7. 


them which they had not; for what more loving | fleeing into the wilderne/s in former time defolate and 


or faithful to their mafters, or more vigilant and 
watchful of their affairs? or to fet them at meat 
with the dogs of his flock ; they were unworthy of 
jt, though they would have been glad of the food 
his dogs eat of, they living better than they, whofe 
meat were mallows and juniper-roots, ver. 4. and 
would have jumped at it; as the prodigal in want 
and famine, as thofe men were, would fain have 
filled his belly with hufks that fwine did eat 5 but 
as no man gave them to him, fo Fob difdained to 
give the meat of his dogs to fuch as thofe or to 
fet them over™ the dogs of his flock, to be the 
keepers of them, to be at the head of his dogs, and 
to have the command of them ; fee the phrafe in 
2 Sam. iii. 8. or elfe to join them with his dogs, to 
keep his flock with them; they were fuch worthlefs 
faithlefs wretches, that they were not to be trufted 
with the care of his flock along with his dogs. It 
was ufual in ancient times, as well as in our’s, for 
dogs to be made ufe of in keeping flocks of fheep 
from beafts of prey, as appears from Orpheus", 
Homer °, Theocritus®, and other writers: .and if 
the fathers of thofe that derided ob were fuch 
mean, bafe, worthlefs creatures, what muft their 
fons be, inferior to them in age and honour, if any 
degree of honour belonged to them? 
¥. 2. Yea, whereto might. the ftrength of their 
bands profit me, &c.] Forthough they were ftrong, 
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wafte : to fearch and try what they could get there 
for their fuftenance and relief, fleeing through 
fear of being taken up for fome crimes committed, 
or through fhame; on account of their miferable 
condition, not caring to be feen by men, and there- 
fore fled into the wildernefs to get what they could 
there: but fince men in want and famine ufually 
make to cities, and places of refort, where provi- 
fion may be expected ; this may be interpreted not 
of their flying into the wildernefs, though of their 
being there, perhaps banifhed thither, fee ver. 5. 
but of their guawing %, or biting the dry and barren 
wildernefs, and what they could find there; where 
having fhort commons, and hunger-bitten, they 
bit clofe 5 which, though extremely defolate, they 
were glad to feed upon what they could light on 
there ; fuch miferable beggarly creatures were they : 

and with this agrees what follows, 
¥. 4. Who cut up mallows by the bufbes, &c.] 
Which with the Troglodytes were of a vaft bignefs '; 
or rather upon the bufh* or tree; and therefore can- 
not mean what we call mallows, which are herbs 
on the ground, and grow not on trees or buhes ; 
and befides, are not for food, but rather for me- 
dicine : though Plutarch ‘ fays, they were the food 
of the meaner fort of people; fo Horace * {peaks of 
them as fuch; and the word in the original is near 
in found toa mallow; but it fignifies fomething 
falt, 
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falt, wherefore Mr. Broughton renders it fait herbs ;|mine, dig up herbs and roots: cutters of roots aré 
fo Grotius, fach as might grow by the fea-fide, or|reckoned among the worft of men, by Manetho*, 
in falt marfhes; and in Edom, or Idumea, where| wy. 5. They were driven from among men, e.J 
¥ob lived, was a valley of falt, fee 2 Kings xiv. 7.|From towns and cities, and all civil fociety, as un= 
Yarchi fays it is the fame with what the Syrians in|fit to be among them; not for any good, it may 
their language call kakuli, which with them is a be obferved, but for crimes that they had done, — 
kind of pulfe ; but what the Turks at this day call}like our felons, and tranfported perfons : they cried 
kakuli, is a kind of falt herb, like to-alcali, which|\after them as atter a thief, as they were driven and 


js the food of camels*: the Septuagint render the 
word by Alima , and’ by feveral modern learned 
men, what is intended is thought to be the balimus 


run along, the people called after them, faying, 
There goes a thief; which they faid by way of ab- 
horrence of them, and for the fhame of them, and 


of Diofcorides, Galen, and Avicenna , which is like}that all might be warned and cautioned againft 


unto a bramble, «and grows in hedges and mari- 
time places; the tops of which, when young and 
tender, are eaten, and the leaves boiled for food, 
and are eat by poor people, being what foon filled 
the belly, and fatisfied; and feem to be the fame 


them; and generally fpeaking, fuch as ate idle 
and flothful, and thereby become miferable, are 
pilferers and thieves. 

¥. 6. To dwell in the cliffs of the valleys, &e.} 
or brooks', in fuch hollow places as were made by 


the Moors call mallochia, and cry about the ftreets, |floods and ftreams of waters : in caves of the earthy 
as food for the poor to buy’: however, it appears |and in the rocks; where they betook themfelves for 
upon the whole to be thetops, or leaves of fome}fear of men, and through fhame, being naked and 
fort of fhrub, which mean people ufed to gather|miferable, and not fit to be feen: Yod has refpect to 
and live upon. The following {tory is reported in|the Horites and Troglodytes, his neighbours, who 
the Talmud * concerning king Fannai, who “ went|dwelt in fuch places chiefly. 

to Cochalith in the wildernefs, and there fubdued| y. 7. Among the bujhes they brayed, &c.}) Like 
fixty fortified towns; and, upon his return, he|wild affes; fo Sepborno, to which wicked men are 
greatly rejoiced, and called all the wife men of J/-\fitly compared, ch. xi. 12. or they cried, or groan- 
rael, and faid unto them, our fathers eat malluchim\ed™, and moaned among the bufhes, where they lay 
(the word ufed in this text of Fob) at the time they|lurking ; either they groaned through cold, or 
were employed in building the fanctuary; fo we|want of food ; for the wild afs brays not but when 


will eat malluchim on remembrance of our fathers ; 
and they fet malluchim on tables of gold, and they 
eat 5” which the G/o/s interprets herbs ; the name 
of which, in the Syriac language is kakuli ; the 
Targum is, who plucks up thorns inftead of eat- 
able herbs. Some? render the word nettles, fee 
ver..7. juniper-roots for their meat, or bread” ; 
with the roots of which the poor were fed in time 
of want, as Schindler * obferves: that bread may be, 
and has been made out of roots, is certain, as with 
the Weft-Indians, out of the roots of ages and 
jucca* ; and in particular juniper-roots in the northern 
countries have been ufed for bread‘ ; and there were 
a people in E+hiopia above Egypt, who lived upon 
roots of reeds prepared, and were called Rhi/opha- 
gi‘, root-eaters: fome render the words, or juni- 
per-roots to heat, or warm with’, as the word is 
ufed in Jf, xlvii. 14. and coals of juniper have in 
them avery great and vehement heat, fee P/. cxx. 
3, 4. but if any part of the juniper-tree was taken 
for this purpofe, to warm with when cold, one 
fhould think the branches, or the body of the tree, 
fhould be cut down, rather than the roots dug up: 
another fenfe is given by fome *, that meat or 
bread is to be underftood of the livelihood thefe 
perfons got by digging up juniper-roots, and felling 
them: there are others that think, that not the 
roots of juniper, but of dream" are meant, whofe 
rape, or navew, or excrefcence from the roots of 
it, feem to be more fit for food. All this agrees 


in want, ch. vi. 5. under the nettles they were ga- 
thered ; or under thiftles", as fome, or under thorns, 
as ° others ; under thorn-hedges, where they lay 
either for fhelter, or to hide themfelves, or to feize 
upon a prey that might pafs by ; and fo were fuch 
fort. of perfons as in the parable in Luke xivs 23. it 
not being ufual for nettles to grow fo high as to 
cover perfons, at leaft they are not a proper fhel- 
ter, and much lefs an eligible one; though fome 
render the words, they were pricked®, bliftered, 
and wounded, a word derived from this being ufed 
for the {cab of leprofy, Lev. xiii, and fo puftules 
and blifters are raifed by the fting of nettles,; the 
Targumis, ‘* under thorns they were aflociated to- 
gether ;” under thorn-hedges, as before obferved ; 
and if the juniper-cree is meant in a preceding 
verfe, they might be faid to be gathered under 
thorns when under that; fince, as Pliny? fays, it 
has thorns inftead of leaves ; and the fhadow of it, 
according to the poet ', is very noxious and dif 
agreeable. 

y. 8. They were children of fools, &c.) Their 
parents were fools, or they themfelves were fuchs 
foolifh children, or foolifh men, were they that 
derided 50d ; and their derifion of hiny was a proof 
of it: the meaning is not that they were idéots, or 
quite deftitute of reafon and natural knowledge, 
but that they were men of flender capacities; they 
were Nabal-like, -which is the word here ufed 
of them; and indeed it may eafily be con- 


with the Troglodytes, whom Pliny ‘ reprefents as |cluded, they could not have much. knowledge 
thieves and robbers, and when prefled with fa-jof men and things, from their pedigree, education, 
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and manner of living before defcribed ; though ra- 


ther this may fignify, their being wicked men, or) 
children of fuch, which is the fenfe of the word, 


fool frequently in the P/alms of David, and in the 
Proverbs of Solomon ; and men may be fools in this 
fenie, as having no underttanding of divine and {p1- 
ritual things, who yet have wit enough to do evil, 
though to do good they have no knowledge: yea. 
children of bafe men, or men without a name*, a kind 
without fame, Mr. Broughton renders it ; an infa- 
mous generation of men, famous for nothing ; 
had no name for blood, birth, and breeding ; for 
families, for power and authority among men, hav- 
ing no title of honour or of office; nor for wealth, 
wiidom, nor ftrength, for which fome have a name; 
but thefe men had no name, but an ill one, for 
their folly and wickednefs; had no good name, were 
of no credit and reputation with men ; and perhaps, 
ftriétly and literally fpeaking, were without a 
name, being a fpurious and baftardly breed ; or 
living folitary in woods and defarts, in cliffs and 
caves; they belonged not to any tribe.or nation, 
and fo bore no name: they are viler than the earth, 
on which they trod, and who were unworthy to 
tread upon it; and out of which their vile bodies 
were made, and yet were viler than that, which is 
the bafelt of the elements, being moft diftant from 
heaven the thrdne of God’; they were not fo. va- 
luable as fome parts of the earth, the gold. and 
filver, but were as vile as the drofs of the earth ; 
and viler than that ; they were crufhed and bruifed, 
and droken more:than the earth, as the word ® fig- 
nifies ; they were as fmalb and as contemptible as 
the duft of the earth, and the mire of the ftreets, 
and more fo; or than the men of the earth, as 
Aben Ezra obferves, than the meaneft and wortt, 
and vileft of men: Mr. Broughton renders it, da- 
nifoed from the earth , {mitten, ftricken, and drove 
out of the land where they had dwelt, ver. 5. 
whipped out of it, as fome tranflate the word", as 
vagabonds ; asa lazy, idle, pilfering fett of peo- 
ple, not fit to be in huméan fociety ; and by fuch 
bafe, mean, low-lived people were Chri and his 
apoftles ill-treated ; fee- Matt. xxiii. 33. and xxvii. 
27. 39. 44. Alls xvii. 5. 
ao dad now am I their fong, &cc.| The fubject 
of their fong, of whom they jung ballads about the 
{treets, in public places, and at their feftivals and 
merriments, as Crit the anti-type of ob was the 
fong of the drunkard, Rip \xix.s a2 fee Lam. iil, 
14. or the meaning may be, they rejoiced in his 
afflictions and calamities, and made themfelves 
merry with them, which was cruel and inhuman, 
as David’s enemies did in his, and thofe abject, 
mean, bafe people, like thofe that derided od: 
and fo the Edomites rejoiced over the children of 
Fudab, in the day of their deftruction, and as the 
inhabitants of popifh countries. will rejoice over the 
witneffes when flain, and make merry, Pf. xxxv, 
15,16. and Obad. ver. 12. Rev. xi. g, 10. yea, 1 
am their by-word; all their talk was about him 
continually, and at every turn would ufe his name 
proverbially for an hypocrite, or a wicked man; and 
thus Cbri/f,of whom ‘fob was a type, became a pro 
verb in the mouth of the Jews, P/. Ixix. 11. and as 
the Fewsthemfelves now are with others, 7er. xxiv. 9. 
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¥.10. They abhor me; &c.]. -As it is no-wondet 
they fhould, fince his inward and moft intimate 
friends did, ch. xix. 19. they abhorred him, not 
for any evilin him ; 70d was ready enough to ab- 
hor that himfelf, and himfelf ‘or it, as he did when 
fenfible of it, ch. xlii. 6. but for the good that 
was in him, {poken or done by him ; which carried 
init a reproof to them they could not bear; fee 
Amos v. 10. they abhorred him alfo becaufe of his 
prefent meannefs and poverty, and becaufe of his 
afflictions and diftreffes, and particularly the dif- 
eafes of his body; fo Chrift was abhorred by the’ 
{cribes, pharifees, and eldets of the people, the 
three fhepherds his foul loathed, and their foul ab- 
horred him for his meannefs and for his miniftry ; 
and even by the whole nation of the Yews, by the 
body of the people, particularly when they pre-' 
ferred Barabbas, a thief and a» murderer to him; 
fee Zech. xi. 8.. If xlix. 7.. they flee from me; as 
‘from fome hideous monfter, or infectious perfon, 
as if he had the .plague on him, or fome naufeous 
difeafe, the ftench of which they could not bear ; 
fo Chrift his anti-type was ufed by his people; when 
they faw him in his afflictions they hid their faces 
from him, did not care to look at him, or come 
nigh him, J/ lili. 3. and fpare not to [pit in my: 
face not in his prefence only, as fome think, which 
is too low a fenfe, but literally and properly in. his 
face, when they vouchfafed to come near him; in 
this opprobrious way they ufed him, than which 
nothing was a greater indignity and affront; and 
we need not fcruple to interpret it in this fenfe of 
Fob, fince our Lord, whofé type he was in this 
and other things, was fo treated, 7. 1.6. Matt: 
xxvi, 67, and xxvii. 30. 

‘¥.11., Becaufe be bath looféd my cord, &c.| Not 
his filver cord, for then he muft have died imme- 
diately, Eccl. xii. 6. though it may be underftood 
of the loofening of his nerves through the forc eo 
his difeafe, and the afflictions he endured from God 
and man, fee ver. 17. or rather, of the fhattered 
{tate and condition of his family. and fubftance ; 
which, whilft he enjoyed, he had refpeét and reve- 
rence from men ;. but now al! being loofed, {catter- 
ed and deftroyed, he was treated. with derifion and 
{corn ; or better ftill, of his power and authority as 
a civil magiftrate, by which, as with a cord, he 
bound many to fubjection and obedience to. him, 
and which commanded reverence of him ; but this 
being now loofed and removed from him, perfons 
of the bafer fort behaved in an infolent manner to-= 
wards him ; there is a ker7, or a marginal reading 
of this claufe, which we follow; but the cetid, or 
written text, is bis cord; and fo Mr. Broughton ren- 
ders it, be hath loofed his firing ; which he explains 
of the ftring or rein of his government, that hold- 
eth bafe men from ftriving with the mighty, and 
which comes to the fame fenfe 5 for the power and 
authority od had as a governor, were of God, and 
which he had now loofened ; the allufion may be to 
the {tring of a bow, which being loofed,. it cannot 
caft out the arrow ; and refpect may be had to 
what Job had faid, ch, xxix..20. my bow was res 
newed in my hand it then abode in, ftrength; and 
its ftrength was renewed ; but now he had loft his 
power and ftrength, at leaft it was greatly weak- 
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ened, that he could not‘defend himfelf, nor punifh 
the wicked: and afflitted me; that is God, who is 
alfo underftood in the preceding claufe, though 
not exprefied. Yod’s afflictions were many, and 
there were fecond caufes of them, who were the 
movers, inftruments, and means of them, as Sa- 
tan, the Sabeans and Chaldeans, yet they were of 
God, as the appointer, orderer, and fender of 
them; and fo 70d underftood them, and always as 
here afcribed them to him ; wherefore there was a 
juft caufe for them,: and an-end to be anfwered by 
them, and it became Yod patiently to bear them, 
and to wait the iffue of them: now,, on this ac- 
count, the above perfons were emboldened and 
encouraged to ufe Fob in the ill manner they 
did : they have alfo let loofe the bridle before me, the 
reftraints that were upon them when od was in his 
profperity, and had the reins of government in his 
hand; thefe they now caft off, and fhewed no 
manner of reverence of him, nor refpect for him ; 
and the bridle that was upon their mouths, which 
kept them from fpeaking evil of him while he was 
in power, now they flipt it from them, and 
gave themfelves an unbounded liberty in deriding, 
reproaching, and reviling him ; fee P/. xxxix. 1. 
and this they did before him, in his prefence and 
to his face, who before were mute and filent. 

y. 12. Upon my right hand rife the youth, &c.] 
Springeth, as Mr. Broughton tranflates the word ; 
fuch as were juft fprung into being, as it were; 
the word " feems to have the fignification of young 
birds that are not fledged ; have not got their fea- 
thers on them, but are juft got out of the fhell, as 
it were; and fuch were thefe young men: fome 
render the word the fower°; as if the flower of 
men, the chief and principal of them were meant, 
fuch as were od’s three friends, who are here 
diftinguifhed from the mean and bafer fort be- 
fore {poken of ; but the word even in this 
fenfe fignifies young men, who are like buds 
and flowers juft fprung out, or who are beard- 
lefs boys, or whofe beards are juft fpringing 
out; fo the young priefts are in the Mifnab® 
called the flowers of the prieftheod: now fuch as 
thefe rofe up, not in reverence to Fob, as the aged 
before did, but in an hoftile way, to oppofe, refift, 
reproach, and deride him; they rofe up on his 
right-hand, took the right-hand of him, as if they 
were his fuperiors and betters ; or they ftood at his 
right-hand, took the right-hand to accufe him, as 
Satan did at Fofbua’s ; fee Pf. cix. 6. Zech. iii. 1, 
they pufh away my feet ; they brought heavy charges 
and violent accufations againft him, in order to 
caft him down, and trample upon him ; nor would 
they fuffer him to ftand and anfwer for himfelf, 
he could have no juftice done him, and fo there 
was no ftanding for him. If this was to be un- 
derftood literally, of their pufhing at him to throw 


him down to the ground, or of an attempt to trip | 


up his heels, fo that his feet were almoft gone, and 
his fteps had well nigh flipped, it was very rude 
and indecent treatment of him indeed: and they 
vaife up againft me the ways of their deftruétion ; as 
in befieging a town, mounts, forts, and batteries 
are raifed to deftroy it, fo thofe perfons made ufe 
of all ways and means to deftroy ¥ob ; or they trod 
uponhim, and made him as a path or caufeway to 
walk upon, in order utterly to deftroy him. Mr. 
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Broughton renders the words, they caff upon me the 
caufes of their woe, imputed all their calamities and. 
miferies to him, reproached him on that account, 
and now were refolved to revenge themfelves on. 
him. 

y. 13. They mar my path, &c.} Hindered him- 
inthe exercife of religious duties ; would not fuffer 
him to attend the ways and worlthip of God, or to 
walk-in the paths of holinefs and righteoufnefs 5 or 
they reproached his holy walk and converfation, 
and treated it with contempt, and triumphed over 
religion and godlinefs : they fet forward my calamity 5. 
added affliction to afffiction, increafed his troubles 
by their reproaches and caluminies, and were pleated. 
with'it, as if it was profitable as well as pleafurable 
to them, fee Zech. i. 15. they have no helper; either 
no perfon of note to join them, and to abet, affift, 
and encourage them ; or they needed none, being 
forward enough of themfelves to give him all the di- 
ftrefs and difturbance they could, and he being fo 
weak and unable to refift them ; or there is 0 de/per 
againft them*;, none to take 7od’s part againft them, 
and deliver him out of their hands, fee Zecl. iv. 1. 

¥. 14. They came upon me as a wide breaking in 
of waters, &c.] As when a wide breach is made 
in the banks of a river, or of the fea, the waters 
rufh through in great abundance, with great rapi- 
dity and i{wiftnefs, and with a force irrefiftibie ; 
and in like manner did 7ed’s enemies rufh in upon 
him in great numbers, overwhelming him in an 
inftant, and he not able to oppofe them; or, as 
when a wide breach is made in the wall of a city 
befieged, the befiegers pour themfelves in, and 
bear down all before them: and thus 70d, ina like 
violent manner was run upon, and bore down by 
the perfons before defcribed : in the defolation they 
rolled them/elves upon me; as when a breach is made 
in a bank of a river, or of the fea, the waters rol] 
themfelves, one wave and flood over another; or, 
as when a breach is made in a wall, in the broken 
place they tumble, as Mr. Broughton renders it; the 
foldiers tumble one over another in hafte, to get 
poffeffion, and feize the plunder : in fuch like man- 
ner did Fob’s enemies roll them{elves on him, in 
order to crufh and deftroy him; and it may be ren- 
dered, becaufe of the defolation*, becaufe of bringing 
calamity on him in order to make him defolate ; 
they came pouring in upon him with all their num- 
bers, force, and ftrength, to bear him down, and 
crufh him to the earth, as grafs may be rolled upon, 
and beaten down by heavy bodies. 

¥.15.Terrors are turned upon me,8cc.| Not the ter- 
rors of a guilty confcience, for Fos had a clear one, 
and held faft his integrity ; nor the terrors of a 
curfing and condemning law ; for he knew he was 
juftified by his living Redeemer, and his fins for- 
given for his fake; nor the terrors of death, for 
that he had made familiar to him, and greatly de- 
fired it; nor'the terrors of a future judgment, for 
there was nothing he was more folicitous for, than 
to appear before the judgment-feat of God, and 
take his trial there; but the afflictions that were 
upon him from the hand of God that was turned 
on him, who now hid his face from him, and with- 
held the influences of his grace and favour, and 
appeared as an enemy, and as a cruel one to him; 
the reafon of all which he knew not, and this threw 
him into confternation of mind, and filled him with 

terror. 
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terror. Some ‘ read the words, ‘¢ my glory is 
turned into terrors,”’ inftead of being in the honour 
and glory, profperity and happinefs, he had been 
in, he was now poffeffed of terrors and diftreffes of 
various kinds: others render the words, 4e is turn- 
ed againft me, as terrors, or into terrors, or with 
them‘; God cannot be turned or changed in his 
nature, in his will, counfel, purpofes, and decrees, 
nor in his love and affection to fis pepple; but he 
may turn in the outward difpenfations of his pro- 
vidence according to his unchangeable will, as from 
evil to good, Fonab iii. g. fo from doing good to 
evil, J/ Ixiii. 10. this is complained of by the 
church, Lam. iii. 3. and deprecated by Feremy, 
ch, xvii. 17. or there is 4 turn, terrors are upon me ; 
there was a very vifible turn in Yod’s affairs in many 
refpects, in his health, fubftance, and family, and 
particularly in this; whilft he was in his office as a 
civil magiftrate, and in all the glory of it, he was 
a terror to evil-doers; and young men, when he ap- 
peared, hid themfelves for fear of him; but now 
thofe impudently rife up againft him, and are ter- 
rors to him: or there is an overthrow“, an over- 
turning of things, as of his civil and temporal af- 
fairs, fo of his fpiritual ones ; inftead of that peace, 
ferenity, and tranquillity of mind he had enjoyed ; 
now nothing but terror and diftrefs of mind on ac- 
count of his afflictions and troubles: shey purfue 
my foul as the wind ; terrors one after another ; they 
purfued him clofely, with great fwiftnefs, and with 
a force irrefiftible, like the wind; they purfued his 
foul, his life, and threatened the taking away of 
it : the word for foul is not the ufual word for it ; 
it fignifies my principal one, as in the margin, as 
the foul is the principal part of man, the immor- 
tal breath of God, the inhabitant in the tenement 
of the body, the jewel in the cabinet, immaterial 
and immortal, and of more worth than the whole 
world ; or my princely one, being of a princely ori- 
ginal, is from God the Father of {pirits, of a 
noble extraét: Mr. Broughton renders it my nobi- 
lity, having princely rule and government in 
the body; that ufing the members of the body as 
its inftruments ; and snip it may be faid to have 


faith of intereft in it, and a lively and well-ground- 
ed hope of its being his, ch. xiii. 15,16. and xix. 
25. but his temporal falvation, health, and happi- 
nefs, were gone fuddenly, fwiftly, utterly, entire- 
ly, totally, asa cloud diffolved into rain, or diffi- 
pated by the rays of the fun, or driven away with 
the wind, fo as to be feen no more ; nor had he 
any hope of its being reftored to him i fome un- 
derftand this, as Sephorno, of the falvation with 
which he had faved others ; but it was no more in 
the power of his hands, and the remembrance of 
it_ was gone from thofe who fhared in it ; fee Hof. 
vi. 4. and xiii. 3. J/ xliv. 22. 

¥.16. And now my foul is poured out upon tes 
&c.] Either in prayer to God for help and deli- 
verance 3 or rather he was diffolved as it were in 
floods of tears, becaufe of his diftrefs and anguith ; 
or his fpirits were funk, his ftrength and courage 
failed, and his heart melted, and was poured out 
like water ; yea, his foul was pouring out unto 
death, and he was, as he apprehended, gear unto 
it; his body was fo weakened and broken by dif- 
eafes, that ic was like a veffel full of holes; out of 
which the liquor runs away apace ; fo his life and 
foul were going away from him, his vital {pirits 
were almoft exhaufted: the days of affliction have 
taken hold upon me; afflictions feize on good men 
as well as others, and on them more than others ; 
and there are certain times and feafons for them, ap- 
pointed and ordered by the Lord; and there is a 
limited time, they are not to continue always, only 
for fome days, for a time, and but a little time, 
and then they will have an end ; but till that time 
comes, there can be no deliverance from them 3 bé- 
ing fent they come, coming they feized on od, 
they Jaid hold on him, they caught him, as Mr. 
Broughton renders it, and held him falt, and would 
not let him go; nor could he get clear of them, 
’uill God delivered him, who only can and does 
deliver out of them in his own time and way. 

¥.17. My bones are pierced in me in the night- 
Jeafon, &c.| Such was the force of his difeafe, that 
it pierced and penetrated even into his bones, and 
the marrow of them ; and fuch the pain that he en- 
dured in the mulcles and tendons aboutthem, and 
efpecially in the joints of them, that it was as if 
all his bones were piercing and breaking to pieces ; 
he was in a like condition the fick man is defcribed 
in ch, xxxiii. 19. and as David and Hezekiah were, 
Pf. vi, 2. Df, xxxviii. 13. and what aggravated his 
cafe was, that this was in the night-feafon, when he 
fhould have got fome fleep and reft, but could not 
the free Spirit of God, P/ li. 12. where this word|for his pain : fome render the words by fupplying 
is ufed ; but now terrors purfuing him, a fpirit of{them thus; God, or the difeafe, or the pain, 
bondage unto fear was brought upon him: fome*}pierced my bones in the night-feafon ; or the might 
confider it as an apoftrophe to God, thou purfueft\ pierced my bones from me; fo Mr. Broughton , but 
my foul,O God, &c. but rather the meaning is, }rather they may be rendered, and the fenfe be, “* in 
a diftrefs or affliction purfued it, or every one of the |the night-feafon every one of my bones pierce the 
aboye terrors : and my welfare paffeth away as a\fiefo that is upon me :” his flefh was almoft wafted 
cloud ; or my falvation® ; not fpiritual and eternal|and confumed, through the boils and ulcers on 
falvation, that was firm and ftable, being fixed by |him, and he was reduced to a mere fkeleton ; and 
the unalterable decree of God, fecued in the cove- | when he laid himfelf down on his bed, thefe pier- 
nant of grace, and engaged for to be wrought out |ced through his fkin, and ftuck out, and gave him 
by his living Redeemer, and of which he had an ap-|exquifite pain : and my finews take no ret ; being 
plication by the Spirit of God, and was poffefied of | contraéted ; or his nerves, as the word in the Arabic 
the bleffings of it; and though the joys and com-|language fignifies, as is obferved by dben Ezra, 
forts of it, and views of intereftinit, may go off] archi, Done, and others; which were loofened 
for a while, yet ob feems to have had a ftrong|and the animal fpirits were funk, andhe fo low and 
difpirited, 


fuch rule, when graceas:implanted in it, as a ruling 
governing principle; and the Targum is, my prin- 
cipality or government: it may be rendered, my 
free”, liberal, ingenuous, and munificent one: 
Fob had fuch a generous and beneficent foul; but 
now all means of exercifing generofity, and libera- 
lity were cut off from him; and particularly, he 
had had a free ingenuous one, as he was actuated by 
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difpirited, that he could get no reft : or the pulfa- 
_ tile veins and arteries, as Ben Gerfom and Elias 
Levita*, in which the pulfe beats, and which 
beats with lefs ftrength when perfons are afleep, than 
when awake; but fuch was the force of ¥od’s 
difeafe, that it beat even in the night, when on 
his bed, fo ftrongly, that he could take no reft for 
it ; the pulfe beats, as phyficians fay®, fixty times 
in a minute, and double the number in a burning 
fever, and which might be od’s cafe. Some take 
the word in the fenfe of fleeing or gnawing‘, as it! 
is ufed y. 3. and interpret it either of his enemies,’ 
who purfued after him, and had no reft in their 
beds, but went out in the night to enquire and) 
hear what they could learn concerning him and his 
illnefs, whether it was become ereater*; or who. 
devoured him by their calumnies and detractions, 
and could not fleep unlefs they did mifchief to him ; | 
fee Prov. iv. 16, 17. or of the worms with which 
his body was covered, and which were continually 
gnawing, never refted,nor fuffered him to take any 
reft ; the Targum is, they that gnafh at me, reft 
not. 

y. 18. By the great force of my difeafe is my gar- 
ment changed, &c.] Either the colour of it, thro’ 
the purulent matter from his ulcers, running down 
upon it, or penetrating through it ; or by reafon of 
it he was obliged to fhift himfelf, and to have change 
of raiment very frequently ; or the fupplement of 
my difeafe may be lett out, and the fenfe be ; with 
great force, through main ftrength, and with much 
difficulty, his garment was changed, was got off 
from him, fticking fo clofe to him, and another 
put on : it bindeth me about as the collar of my coat ; 
his difeafe encompafled him about on all fides as 
the collar or edge of his coat encompafied his neck, 
and cleaved as clofe, and was as tight unto him as 
that, and threatened him perhaps with a fuffocation 
or ftrangling ; fee ch. vii. 15. the allufion is to 
garments ufed in the eaftern countries, which were 
‘only open at top and bottom ; at the top there was 
a hole to put the head. through when put on, and 
a binding about it, and a button to it, or fome 
fuch thing, which kept it tight about the neck ; 
fee Exod. xxviii. 32. 

y.19. He hath caft me into the mire, &c.] As 
Seremiah was literally ; here it is to be underftood in 
a figurative fenfe; not of the mire of fin, into 
which God cafts none, men fall.into it of them- 
felves, but of the mire of affliction and calamity ; 
fee Pf. xl. 2. and Ixix. 2. and which Yod here 
afcribes to God ; and whereby he was in as mean, 
abject, and contemptible a condition, as if he had 
been thrown into a kennel, and rolled in it; and he 
fpeaks of it as an act of God, done with contempt 
of him, and indignation at him, as he apprehended 
it. Some Fewi/h writers ° interpret it, be taught 
me in the mire, or it taught mes his difeafe, his ul- 
cers, taught him to fit down in the mire, or in the 
midft of afhes, ch. ii. 8. but though this reading 
might admit of a good fenfe, as that Fob was 
taught, as every good man is, many ufeful. leffons 
in and by afflictions ; yet itfeems to be a fenfe fo- 
reign from the words : and Lam become like duft and 
afbes ; a phrafe by which Abraham exprefies his 
vilenefs, meannefs, and unworthinefs in the fight 
of God, Gen. xviii, 27.: Fob through the force of 
his difeafe. looked like a corps, or one half dead, 
and was) crumbling and dropping into the duft of 
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death and the grave, and looked livid and = i 
loured ; and even in a literal fenfe was coverd 
with duft and afhes, when he fat among them, ch, 
ii. 8. though here it chiefly refpects the miferable, — 
forlorn, and contemptible condition in whielt he was. 
y. 20. I cry unto thee, and thou doft not bear me, 
&c.] Which added ‘greatly to his affliétion, that 
though he cried to the Lord for help and delive- 
rance, yet he turned a deaf ear to him ; and tho’ 
he heard him, as undoubtedly he did, he did not 
anfwer him immediately ; at leaft not in the'way 
in which he defired and expected he would ery- 
ing is expreffive of prayer, and fuppofes diftrefs, 
and denotes vehemence of {pirit : J frand up in 
prayer, ftanding being a prayer-gefture, as many . 
obferve from er. xv. 1. fee the nore on Mash, vi. 
5. or he perfifted in it, he continued praying, was 
inceffant in it, and yet could obtain no anfwer ; or 
this fignifies filence, as fome ‘ interpret its he cried, 
and then ceafed, waiting for an anfwer; but whe- 
ther he prayed, or whether he was filent, it-was the 
fame thing: and thou regardeft me not; the word 
not is not in this claufe, but is repeated from the 
preceding, as it is by Ben Gerjom and others ; but 
fome read it without it, and give the fenfe either 
thus, thou confidereft me whether it is fit to re- 
ceive my prayer or no, fo Sephorno 5 or to renew 
my ftrokes, to add new afflictions to me, as ar- 
chi and Bar Tzemach ; or thou lookeft upon me 
as one pleafed with the fight of me infucha mife- 
rable condition, fo far from helping me; where- 
fore it follows,’ i wee 
v.21. Thou art become cruel, to me, &e.} Or 
turned, or changed *, to be cruel tome. Fob fug- 
gefts that God had been kind and gracious to him, 
both in a way of providence, and in fhewing {pe- 
cial love and favour to him, in a very diftinguifh» 
ing manner ; but now he: intimates his affections 
were changed and altered, and thefe were alienated 
from him, and his love was turned into an hatred 
of him ; thisis one of the unbecoming expreffions. 
whith dropped from his lips. concerning Ged ;. for 
the love of God to his people is never changed ; it. 
remains invariable and unalterable,’ in all difpenfa- 
tions, in every ftate and cmon into which they 
come ; there may be fome of God’s difpenfations 
towards them, which may have the appearance of 
feverity in them ; and he/may make ufe of inftru- 
ments to chaftife them, which may ufethem cruelly; 
but even then his bowels yearn towards them, and 
being full of compaffion delivers out of their 
hands, and faves them, Yer. xxx..14) and xxxi. 
20. LHof. xi. 8,9. with thy firong hand thou oppofeft 
thyfelf againft me; God has a {trong hand and arm 
and nonelike him, and fometimes he puts forth the. 
ftrength of it, and exerts his mighty power in af- 
flicting his people, and his hand preffes them fore, 
and they can fcarcely.ftand up under it's and then 
it becomes them to humble themfelves under th 
mighty hand of God; :and patiently bearit ; an 
fometimes they take him to be their adverfary. 
enemy unto them, and filled. with hatred of then 
indignation againft them, fetting himfelf with 
his might and main to ruin and deftroy them 3 and 
this is a fad cafe indeed, to have fuch apprehenfion 
of God, though unjuft ones; for, asvif God be 
us, who fhall be againftus? fo if againft us, 
it fignifies little whois for-us ; for there isno. con. 
tending with him, ch. ix. 3, 4. ; 


b Scheuchzer, Phyfic. Satr. vol. 4. p. 764. “9 @ 
€ Vid. Bar Tzemach in loc. 
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¥.22. Thou liftef me up to the wind, &c.] Of pointed for all men living, fince all muft die; and 


affiction and adverfity, to be carried up with it, 
and tofled about by it, as chaff or ftubble, or a 
dry-leaf, being no more able to ftand up againft 
_ it, than fuch things are to oppofe the wind ; though 
fome interpret this of God’s lifting him up in his 
ftate of profperity, in which he was very vifible 
and confpicuous to all, and enjoyed much light 
and comfort; but then he raifed him to fuch an 
eftate, with a view to caft him down, and that his 
fall and ruin might be the greater; and fo this is 
obferved as a proof of his being become cruel to 
him : thou cau/eft me to ride wpon it ; feemingly in 
great pomp and ftate, but in great uncertainty and 
danger, being at beft in a flippery place, in very 
fickle circumftances, as the event fhewed ; or ra- 
ther the fenfe is, that he was fwiftly carried into 
deftruétion, as if he rode on the wings of the wind 
to it, and was hurried thither at once, as foon as 
he was taken up with the tempeft of adverfity : and 
diffolveft my fubftance ; his outward fubftance, his 


all that die have a houfe or grave, though that is 
fometimes awatry, and not an earthy one; how- 
ever the duft of every body has a receptacle pro- 
vided for it, where it is referved until the time of 
the refurreétion, and then it is brought forth, Rev. 
xx. 13. and this is by divine appointment ; the 
ward ufed fignifies both an appointed time and 
place, and is often ufed of the Fewifd folemnities, 
which were fixed with refpect to both; and alfo of 
the people or congregation that attended them ; the 
grave is the general rendezvous of mankind, and 
both the time when and the place where the dead 
are gathered and brought unto it, are fixed by 
the determinate will and counfel of God. 

¥.24. Howbeit he will not firetch out bis hand 
to the grave, 8c.) Or, verily*, truly he will 
not, &c. I am well affured he never will, meaning 
either he never would ftretch out his hand to fhut 
upthe grave; or rather keep it fhut, and prevent 
Job from going down into it ; or to open it, and 


wealth and riches, his family, and the health of| fetch him out of it when in it: God is indeed able 


his body, all which as it were melted away, or were 
carried away as with a flood ; and fo as the meta- 
taphor of a tempeftuous wind is ufed in the former 
claufe, here that of an overflowing flood, which 
removed from him what feemed to be the moft fo- 
lid and fubftantial : the word is fometimes ufed for 
wifdom, and even found wifdom, Prov. ii. 7. Mic. 
vi. g. wherefore fome have interpreted it of his be- 
ing at his wit’s end, of lofing his reafon and un- 
derftanding, and which were at leaft difturbed and 
confounded by his afflictions ; but his difcourfes 
and fpeeches fhew the contrary, and he himfelf de- 
nies that wifdom was driven from him, ch. vi. 


23, 

ty: 23. For I know that thou wilt bring me to 
death, &c.} Quickly and by the prefent affliction 
upon him; he was affured, as he thought, that this 
was the view and defign of God in this providence, 
under which he was to bring him to death and 
the grave 5 thathe would never take off his hand till 
he had brought him to the duft of death, to that 
lifelefs duft from whence he had-his original ; other- 
wife, that he would-be brought thither fooner or 
later, was no great mafter-piece of knowledge ; 
every man knows this will be the cafe with him as 
with all ; death is become neceffary by fin, which 
brought it into the world, and the fentence of it 
on all men in it, and by the decree and appoint- 
ment of God, by which it is fixed and fettled, that 
all fhould die ; and this is confirmed by all expe- 
rience in all ages, a very few excepted, only two 


to do either of thefé, and has done it ; fometimes 
when perfons are brought as it were to the gates of 
death and the grave, he fays to them return ; yea, 
when they are brought to the duft of death, he 
prevents them going into the grave, by reftoring 
them to life before carried thither, as the Shuna- 
mite’s fon, Fairus’s daughter, and the widow’s fon 
of Naim, even when he was carrying to his grave ; 
fome have been laid in the grave, and God has 
ftretched out his hand, and raifed them up again ; 
as the man that was laid in Elj/ba’s grave, and La- 
zarus after he had lain in the grave fome days ; but 
fuch things are not ulually done ; in common when 
a man dies, and is laid in the grave, he rifes not 
again, till the heavens be no more ; and this Fob 
was perfuaded would be his cafe : though they cry 
in bis deftruétion, that is, though the friends and 
relations of the fick perfon, or the poor that he 
has been kind and bountiful unto, fhould cry unto 
God, whilft he is deftroying him by the difeales up- 
on him, and which threaten him with deftruéction, 
that he would fpare his ufeful and valuable life ; 
yet he is inexorable, and will not hear, but go on 
with what he intends to do, and takes him off by 
death, and lays him in the grave, the pit of de- 
{truction, fo called becaufe it waftes and confumes 
bodies laid in it; and when once laid there, all cries 
for a reftoration to life again are vain and fruitlefs, 
Some take thefe words as expreffed in a way of fo- 
lace, as if Fod comforted himfelf with this thought 
under his prefent afflictions, that when once he was 


perfons, Enoch and Elijah : fometimes the death of | brought to death and the grave, there would be 


perfons is made known to them by divine revela- 
tion, asto Aaron and Mo/es; and fometimes it may 
be gathered to be nigh from the fymptoms of it 
on the body ; from growing difeafes, and the infir- 
mities of old age; but od concluded it from the 
manner of God’s dealing with him, as he thought 
in wrath and indignation, determining to make an 


an end of all his forrow ; the hand of the Lord 
that was now ftretched out on him in a terrible way, 
would be no longer ftretched out on him ; he would 
then ceafe to'affiict him, and he fhould be where the 
weary are at reft ;.and fo the laft claufe is read with 
anintertogation, is there any cry, or do any cry, in 
his deftruétion* ? no, when death has done its of- 


utter end of him: and to the houfe appointed for all\ fice, and the body’ is laid in the grave, there is no 


living ; the grave, which is the houle for the body 


more pain nor forrow, nor crying ; all tears are 


when dead to be brought unto and lodged in; as the| wiped away, and there is no more fenfe of afflic- 


houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 


tions and fufferings ; they are all atan end. Mr. 


is forthe foul in its fepatate ftate, until the refurrec-| Broughton renders thefe words as to the fenfe the 
tion-morn; which houfe or grave is man’s long}fame, and as in connexion with the following ones, 


home, Zecl. xii. 5. and this is prepared and ap-|and prayed I not when plague was fent? when 


3 SN verum, Mercerus ; profeéto, Drufius, Bolducius; fane, Tigurine verfion. 
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aut clamant aliqui poft obitum fuum ? Tigurine verfion ; fi in contritione ejus eis clamor ? Montanus, Bolducius. 
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came to any, thereupon cried Inot ? and fo do fome | 
Others *.. 
¥.25. Did not I weep for him that was in trou- 
ble 2? &c.] In outward trouble, whether perfonal in 
his own body, or in his family, or in his worldly 
affairs, or from wicked men, the men of the world ; 
or in inward trouble, in foul-trouble, on account 
of in-dwelling fin, the breakings forth of it, the 
lownefs of grace, as to exercife, the hidings of 
God’s face, and the temptations of Satan: or for 
him that is bard of day’; with whom times are hard, 
the days are evil, with refpect either to things tem- 
poral or fpiritual; now ‘fod had a fympathizing 
heart with fuch perfons; he wept with them that 
wept ; his bowels yearned towards them; he felt 
their fufferings and their forrows, which is a God- 
like frame of foul; for God, in all the afflictions 
of his people is afflicted; a difpofition of mind 
like that of the living Redeemer, who cannot but 
be touched. with the feeling of the infirmities of 
faints, having been in all points tempted as they ; 
and is a fruit of the Spirit of God, and very becom- 
ing the relation the faints ftand in to one another, 
being members of the fame body, and of each 
other; and therefore, when one member {fuffers, 
all the reft fhould fympathize with it, and being 
brethren, fhould be loving, pitiful, and cour- 
teous toeach other; and fhould confider that they 
alfo are in the body, and liable to the fame di- 
ftreffes, whether outward or inward: was not my 
foul grieved for the poor? in general, and efpecially 
for the Lord’s poor, for fuch in all ages have been 
chofen and called by him; for thefe Yod was grieved 
at heart, when he faw their diftrefs through po- 
verty ; and he not only expreffed his concern for 
them by tears and words, but by diftributing libe- 
rally to their neceffities ch, xxxi. 17—20. and by 
which he fhewed his grief was real, hearty, and 
fincere, as here exprefied; his foul was grieved, 
and he was forry at his very heart for them: fome 
render the words, was not my foul like a pool of wa- 
zer™? not only his head and his eyes, as Feremiah’s 
on another account, but his foul melted, and flow- 
ed like water with grief for them; and others, as 
Mr. Broughton, did not my foul burn for the poor ? 
with forrow for them, and an ardent defire to re- 
lieve them; fee 2 Cor. xi. 20. now this was the 
frame of ¥os’s mind in the time of his profperity, 
very different from that in Amos vi. 4, 5, 6. and 
was certain and well known ; he could appeal to 
all that knew him for the truth of it, it being what 
none could deny that had any knowledge of him, 
yea, he could appeal to an omnifcient God, he 
was now {peaking to for the truth of it; nay, it is 
delivered in the form of an oath, if J did not weep, 
&c™. asin ch. xxxi. 16—22, 
y. 26. When I looked for good, &c.] As he 
thought he might reafonably expect it, fince he 
had fhewn fuch a fympathizing {pirit to perfons in 
trouble, and fuch pity and mercy to the poor: in 
the time of his profperity, he looked for a conti- 
nuance of the good things he enjoyed, and expect- 
ed to have had them for many years to come, and 
to have died in the poffeffion of them, ch. xxix. 18. 


affairs, and he fhould again receive good rie 
hands; and he had been looking for it, as good me 
have reafon to expectit; fince God is good and does 
good, and efpecially to his own people, and has 
laid up goodnefs for them that fear him, and fuch 
an one 70d was ; and has promifed good things un- 
to them, both temporal and {fpiritaal; for godli- 
nefs and godly men have the promife of this life, 
and of that which is to come; but ob was difap- 
pointed in his expectation ; for, fays he, shen evil 
came unto me,the evil of affliction, one upon the back 
of another, even when in the height of his profperi- 
ty; and fince repeated evil, new afflictions came upon 
him by the appointment, order, and direétion of 
God: and when I waited for light ; for the light of 
outward profperity, fuch as he had formerly en- 
joyed; and for the light of God’s countenance, 
which he moft earneftly fought after, and longed 
for, and was in a waiting pofture for it, as good 
men have reafon to be; fince light is fown for them 
in the purpofes and decrees of God, in his counfel 
and covenant, in his gofpel, and the promifes of it; 
and therefore fhould wait for the {pringing of it up, 
as the hufbandman does for the {pringing up of the 
corn fown in the earth, and lying under the clods ; 
and feeing that to the upright there arifes light in 
darknefs; and though God hides his face from 
them for a moment, he will have mercy on them, 
and therefore fhould wait his time to be gracious 
to them ; but %ob had waited long, and, as he 
thought, to no purpofe : for there came darknefs ; 
the darknefs of adverfity, ftill thicker and darker, 
and no appearance of {piritual light and favour, or 
any difcoveries of the love of God to him, or en- 
joyment of his prefence; fee Yer. viii. 15. Jf 
lix. 9. 

y. 27. My bowels boiled, and refted not, &c.] 
All contained within him, his heart, lungs, and 
liver, in a literal fenfe, through a violent fever 
burning within him; or figuratively, being under 
great diftrefs and trouble, by reafon of his afflic- 
tions, outward and inward, fee Fer. iv. 19. Lam. 
i. 20. the days of affliction prevented me; came 
fooner upon him than he thought; he did not ex- 
pect the evil days to come, and the years draw 
nigh in which he fhould have no pleafure, until he 
was more advanced in years, and the time of his 
diffolution was at hand; they came at once, and 
unawares upon him, when he looked not for them: 
fome render the word met me°, unexpectedly; or 
rather, they ru/bed upon me *, in an hoftile way; came 
in troops, and invaded and furrounded him, fee ch. 
ah ee ce . 

¥..28. I went mourning without the fun, &c.} 
So overwhelmed with grief, that he refufed to have 
any comfort from, or any advantage by the fun 5 
hence Mr. Broughton renders it, out of the fun; he 
did not chufe to walk in the fun-fhine, but’ out of 
it, to indulge his grief and forrow the more; or 
he went in black attire, and, wrapped and covered 
himfelf with it, that he might not fee the fun, or 
receive any relief by it: or J go black, but not by 
the fun*; his face and his fkin were black, but not 
7 through the fun looking upon him and difcolouring 
and even in his adverfity, though he had received|him, as in Cazt. i. 6. but through the force of 
evil things at the hand of God, which he took pa-|his difeafe, which had. changed his complexion, 
tiently ; yet at firft he did not think they would|and made him as black as a Kedarene, or thofe 
always continue, but that there would be a turn of |that dwell in the tents of Kedar, Gant. i. anaes 
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Ch. xxxi. yr. : yea O° Ba 
he alfo walked without the fun of righteoufnef 
arifing on him, with healing in his wings, which 
was worft of all: I food up, and 1 cried in the con- 
gregation either in the congregation of the faints 
met together for religious worfhip, where he cried 
unto God forvhelp and deliverance, and for the 
light of his countenance, ver. 20. or fuch was the 
extreme anguifh of his foul, that when a multi-|dones are burnt with beat , with the heat of a burn- 
tude of people got about him to fee him in his di-|ing fever ; which not only made his inwards boil, 
ftreffed condition, he could not contain himfelf,|but reached to his bones, and dried up the marrow’. 
but burft out before them in crying and tears, tho’jof them. Galen fays* that bones may become fo 
he knew it was unbecoming a man of his age and|dry as to be crumbled into fand: the Syriac verfion 
character ; or he could not content himfelf to ftay}is ‘* my bones are burnt as his who is in a hot 
within doors and foothe his grief, but muft go a-|wind ;” fuch as were common in the eaftern coun- 
broad and in public, and there expreffed with ftrong|tries, which killed men at once, and they became 
cries and tears, his miferable condition. as black as a coal’®. 

y¥.29. I am a brother to dragons, and a compa-\ yt. 31.-My harp alfo is turned to mourning, &c.] 
nion to owls.| Or oftriches, as the Targum, Septua-\Which he ufed, as David, either in religious wor- 
gint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and Arabic verfions ;|thip, exprefling praife to God thereby, or for his 
either he was obliged to dwell with fuch perfons as {recreation in an innocent way ; but now it was laid 
were comparable to thefe creatures, for their de-Jafide, and inftead of it, nothing was heard from 
vouring words, hiffing noife, and venemous|him, or in his houfe, but the voice of mourning: 
fpeeches, or for want of compaffion, and for their|and my organ into the voice of them that weep; ano- 
cruelty, as David is faid to be among lions, P/|ther inftrument of mufic, which had its name from 
Ivii. 4. or alfo, he was like unto them, being fo-|the pleafantnefs of its found, and was of early ufe, 
licary and alone, all his friends and acquaintance} being firft invented by Zubal, Gen. iv. 21. but not 
ftanding at a diftance from him, as thefe creatures|that we now fo call, which is of late invention : 
love lonefome and defolate places ; or becaufe of the}thofe inftruments which od might have and ufe, 
wailing and howling noife they make, to which; both in a civil and in a religious way, were now, 
his mournful notes bore fome refemblance, fee Mic.|through afflictions, become ufelefs to him, and 
i, 8. and the note there ; or becaufe when thefe|neglected by him ; or thefe expreffions in general ’ 
creatures cry and howl, and make a noife, no|may fignify, that inftead of mirth and joy he was 
mercy is fhewn them, none pities or regards them ;| wont to have, there were nothing now to be heard 
and fo it was with him ; though he ftood and cried| but lamentation and woe; fee Lam. v.15. Amos 
in ever fo public a manner, none had any compaf- | viii. ro. 
fion on him. 
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¥.30. My fhin is black upon me, &c.|' Either 
through deep melancholy, as may be obferved in 
perfons of fuch a difpofition through grief and 
trouble ; or rather through the force of his-difeafe, 
the burning ulcers, and black feabs with which he 
was covered, as the Yews were through famine, 
in their captivity, Lam. iv. 8. &v. 10. and my 


CHAP, XXXI, 


N this chapter Hod gives an account of himfelf|there have been inftances, both in bad meti and 
in private life, of the integrity and uprightnefs|good men, Gen. xxxiv. 2. 2 Sam. xi. 2. fo the 

of his life, and his holy walk and converfation,|poet * reprefents the eye as the way through which 
with this view, that it might be thought, that|the beauty of a woman pafies {wifter than an arrow 
the afflictions which were upon him, were not on|jinto the hearts of men, and makes impreffions 
account of a vicious courfe of life he had indulged|there; fee, 2 Pet, ii. r4. hence Zaleucus ordered 
unto, as was fuggefted ; and he clears himfelf from |adulterers to be punifhed, by plucking out the eyes 
various crimes which it might be infinuated he was|of the adulterer"; wherefore ‘fob, to prevent this, 
guilty of, as from unchaftity ; and he obferves thejentered into.a folemn engagement with himfelf, 
method he took to prevent his falling into it, and|laid himfelf under a {trong obligation, as 4f he.had 
the reafons that diffuaded him from it, ver. 1—4.|bound himfelf by a covenant, made a refolution in 
from injuftice in his dealings with men, ver. 5—8.|the flrength of divine grace, not to employ his 
from the fin of adultery, ver. g—12. from illleyes in looking on objects that might infnare his 
ufage of his fervants, ver. 13, 14, 15. from un-|heart, and lead him to the commiffion of fin; he 
kindnefS.to the poor, which he enlarges upon, and|made ufe of all ways and means, and took every 
gives many inftances of his charity to them, ver:|precaution to guard againft it; and particularly 
16—23. from covetoufnefs, and a vain confidencejthis, to fhut or turn his eyes from beholding what 
in wealth, ver. 24 25. from idolatry, the worfhip|might be alluring and enticing to him: itis faid * of 
of the fun and moon, ver. 26, 27, 28. from a re-| Democritus, that he put out his eyes becaufe he 
vengeful fpirit, ver. 29, 30, 31. and from inho-|could not look upon a woman without lufting after 
Apitality to ftrangers, y. 32. from covering his fin,|her : why then fhould I think upon a maid? of cor- 
¥. 33. and fear of men, y¥. 34. and then withes his|rupting and defiling her, fince he had made a co- 
caufe might be heard before God, ver. 35, 36, 37,|venant with his eyes, and this would be a breach of 
and the chapter is clofed with an imprecation on|that covenant : and therefore, befides the fin of luft- 
his head if guilty of any injuftice, ver. 38, 39, 40.|ing after her, or of corrupting her, he would be a 
covenant-breaker, and fo his fin would be an agera- 

¥.1. I made a covenant with mine eyes, &c.]| vated one: or he made a covenant with his eyes, to 
Not to look upon a woman, and wantonly gaze at| prevent any impure thoughts, defires, and inclina- 
her beauty, left his heart fhould be drawn thereby|tions in him, for the eye affects the heart, and 
to luft after her; for the eyes are inlets to many/|ftirs up luft in it, and excites unclean thoughts 
fins, and particularly to uncleannefs, of which{and unchafte defires : this fhews, that the thought 


of 


* Apud Bartholin. de Cruce, §. 12. p. 107. ® See the note on ch. xxvii, 21. * Mufeus 
de Heron. & Leand. v. gz, &c. a lian, Var. Hift. 1.13. ¢. 24. * Tertullian. Apolog. c, 46. 
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of fin is fin; that fornication was reckoned a fin be- 
fore the law of Mo/es ; and that fod better under- 
ftood the fpirituality of the law than the phari- 
fees did in the time of Cdriff, and had the fame no- 
tion of luft in the heart being fornication and adul- 
tery ashe had; and-that good men are not without 
temptation to fin, both from within and from 
without ; and therefore fhould carefully fhun all ap- 
pearances of evil, and whatfoever leads unto it, 
and take every neceflary precaution to guard a- 
gainft it. 

¥.2. For what portion of God is there from a- 
ove? &cc.] What good portion, as the Targum 
parapbrafes it, can impure perfons expect from 
God ? fuch who indulge themfelves, and live in the 
fin of uncleannefs, cannot hope to have any part 
in God, or a portion of good things from him ; 


he is above, and in the higheft heavens, and every | 


good thing comes from thence, and from him 
there; and particularly the fpiritual bleflings, 
wherewith he bleffes his people, are in heavenly 
places in Chri, and from thence ‘come to them; 
and here a fpecial refpeét may be had to God him- 
felf, who is the portion of his people, both in life 
and at death, and to all eternity; but men that 
live a vicious courfe of life, cannot conclude they 


- 
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banifhment from the prefence of God and Chrift, 
and from the fociety of the faints to all eternity ; 
fee Matt. xxv, 44. 2 Theff i. g. Luke xvi. 26, 

¥. 4. Doth not be fee my ways, ayd count all my 
teps?] That is God, who is above, and the Al- 
mighty that dwells on high; he looks down from 
heaven, and beholds all the ways, and works, the 
fteps and motions of the children of men; there is 
no darknefs where the workers of iniquity can hide 
themfelves ; the fornicator and adulterer chufe the 
night-feafon for the commiffion of their fin, fancy- 
ing no eye fees them; but they cannot efcape the 
eye of God, who is omnifcient ; he obferves the 
ways they walk in, the methods they take to com- 
pafs their defigns ; he marks and counts every ftep 
taken by them, as he does indeed take notice of, 
and reckons up every action of men, good and bad; « 
and the confideration of this was another argument 
with ‘fod to avoid the fin of uncleannefs ; for how- 
ever privately he might commit it, fo as not to be 
feen by men, it could not be hidden from the all- 
feeing eye of God. Some take thefe words to be 
an obteftation, or appeal to God for the truth of 
what he had faid; that he made a covenant with 
his eyes, and took every precaution to prevent his 
falling into the fin of uncleannefs ; and he whofe 


me 
5 
% 


. 


have any part in God and Céri/f, nor in the grace of|eyes were upon his ways, knew how holily and un- 
God, and the bleffings of it, nor enjoy communion blameably he had walked; or elfe, as if the fenfe 
with him: and what in/eritance of the Almighty|was, that had he given into fuch an impure courfe 
from on bigh 2 heaven is an inheritance which be-jof life, he might expect the omnifeient God, that 
longs to the children of God, and he, as their hea-jis above, and dwells on high, would bring upon 
venly Father, has bequeathed it unto them ; this is}him deftruction, and a ftrange punifhment, fince 
from the Almighty God, God all-fufficient; hejhe is theavenger of all fuch ; others conneét the 
has chofen this inheritance for them, and appointed} words with the following, doth he not fee my 
them unto it; this is laid up by him, and referved| ways and fteps, whether I have walked with vanity, 
in heaven for them; and he gives both a right|@e. or no? nist ed 
unto it, and a meetnefs for it, and will put them) y. 5. If Ihave walked with vanity, &c.] Or 
into the poffeffion of it: but then impure perfons,}| with vain men, as Bar Tzemach interprets it, keep- 
as fornicators and adulterers, have no inheritance/ing company, and having fellowfhip with them in 
in the kingdom of God and of Chrift, Eph. v. z.| their vain and finful practices ; or in the vanity of 


and this was a reafon with Fob, and what had an| his mind, indulging himfelf in impurity of heart 


influence on him, to be careful to avoid the fin of 
uncleannefs. Some underftand the words as a 
queftion concerning what would be the portion and 
heritage of a wicked man, a corrupter of virgins ; 
the anfwer to which is given in the next verfe, de- 
ftrugtion and a ftrange punifhment; this is their 
portion from God, and the heritage appointed to 
them by him; fee ch. xx. 29. 

y¥. 3. Is not deftruction to the wicked? &c.] It 
is even to fuch wicked men, who live in the fin of 
fornication, and make it their bufinefs to infnare 
and corrupt virgins; and which is another reafon 


why. Yo was careful to avoid that fin ; wickednefs 


and life; or rather ufing deceitful methods to over- 
reach and defraud others ; for this feems to be ano- 
ther vice ‘fod clears himfelf of, acting unjuftly in 
his dealings with men, or dealing falfly with them : 
if my foot hath hafted to deceit, to cheat men in buy- 


|ing and felling, being ready and fwift to do it, and 


in hafte to become rich, which puts men oftentimes 
on evil ways and methods to attain it; fee Prov, 
XXVI. 20. : 

¥. 6. Let me be weighed in an even balance, &c.] 
Or in balances of righteoufnefs*, even in the balance 
of ftrict juftice, the juftice of God; he was fo 
confcious to himfelf that he had done no injuttice 


of every fort is. the caufe of deftruction, deftruc-|to any man in his dealings with them ; that, if 
tion and mifery are in the ways of wicked men, and| weight of righteoufnefs, which was to be, and iad 
their wicked ways lead unto it, and iffue in it, even| the rule of his conduct.between man and man, was 
deftruétion of foul and body in hell, which is| put into one fcale, and his actions into ancitiens the 
fwift and fudden, and will be everlafting: this is| balance would be even, there would be nothing 
laid up for wicked men among the treafures of| wanting, or however, that would require any fe- 


God’s. wrath, and they are referved for- that, and 
there is no way of deliverance from it but by Chrif: 
and a firange punifhment to the, workers of iniquity ; 
the iniquity of fornication and whoredom, Prov. 
xxx. 20. who make it their bufinefs to commit it, 
and live in a continued courfe of uncleannefs and 
other fins; a punifhment, -fomething ftrange, 
unufual, and uncommon, as the filthy venereal 
difeafe in this world, and everlafting burnings in 
another ; or alienation’, a {tate of eftrangement and 


vere cenfure: that God may know mine integrity ; 
God did know his integrity, and bore a teftimony 
to it, and to his retaining it, ch. ii. 3. but his 
meaning is, that fhould God ftri¢tly enquire into 
his life and conduct with refpect to his dealings with 
men ; as it would appear that he had lived in all 
good confcience to that day, fo lie doubted not but 
he would find his integrity fuch, that he would own 
and acknowledge it, approve of it, and commend 
it, and make it known to his friends and others, 


_ whereby 
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whereby he would be cleared of all thofe calumnies 
that were caft upon him. Some connect thefe 
words with the following, reading them affirma- 
tively, God knows mine integrity ; he knows that my 
ftep has not turned out of the way of truth and 
righteoufnefs ; that my heart has not walked after 
mine eye, in luftful thoughts and defires ; and that 
there is no fpoil, nor rapine, nor violence in my hand, 
that I fhould deferve fuch a punifhment as to fow, 
and another eat: thus Sepborno. 

¥. 7. If my ftep bath turned out of the way, &c.] 
The way of God, the way of his commandments, 
the good and right way, the way of truth and righ- 
teoufnefs, fo far as Fob had knowledge of it ; for, 
befides the law and light of nature the Gentiles had 
in common, good men had fome revelation, and 
notions of the mind and will of God unto them, 
both before and after the flood, previous to the 
Mojaic difpenfation,; which in fome meafure di- 


rected them what way to walk in, with refpect to 


worfhip and duty; and from this way ob {werved 


not; not that he walked fo perfeétly in it as to be 
free from fin, and never commit any ; or, that he 
never took a ftep out of the way, or ftepped awry ; 
but he did not knowingly, wittingly, and purpolely 
turn out of the way ; and when, through infirmity 
of the flefh, the temptations of Sataz, and {nares 
of the world, be was drawn afide, he did not 
obftinately and finally perfift therein ; though this 
may have refpect not to fin in general, but to the 


particular fin he is clearing himfelf from, namely, 
dealing falfly and deceitfully with men, in what- 
foever he had to do with them, in matters of meum 
and tuum; or with regard to the rules of juftice and 
equity between man and man, he was not confcious 
to himfelf he had departed from them ; a like ex- 
preffion to thofe in P/ vii. 3, 4, 5. and xliv. 18. 


where fome particular fin is referred unto: and 
mine heart walked after mine eyes; meaning not in 
the luft of uncleannefs, of which he had fpoken be- 
fore, as fuch do whofe eyes are full of adultery ; but 


in the fin of covetoufnefs, fo Achan’s heart walked 
after his eyes; and this is one of the three things 


the world is full of, and the men of it indulge 


themfelves in, the luft of the eyes, 1 Fobu ii. 16. 
the fenfe is, that when he faw the riches and wealth 
of others, he did not covet them, nor take any illicit 
methods to get them out of their hands; or, when he 
faw the goods they were poffeffed of, and had with 
them to difpofe of, he did not take the advantage 
of their ignorance, or ufe any evil ways and means 
to cheat and cozen them of them: it is pleafing to 
the flefh for the heart to walk after the eye, or to 
indulge to that which it is taken with; but it is 
very vain and foolifh, as well as very dangerous fo 
to do, Eccl. ii. 10. and xi. g. a good man chufes 
a better puide than his eyes ; even to be a follower 
of God, to tread in the fteps of his living Re- 
deemer, to walk not after the flefh, but after the 
fpirit, and according to the law and will of God: 
and if any blot cleaved to my hands , any {pot, ftain, 
or blemifh, as all fin is of a defiling nature, parti- 
cularly the hands may be blotted by fhedding inno- 
cent blood, by taking bribes to pervert judgment ; 
which the Septuagint verfion direéts to here; and by 
getting, holding, and retaining mammon of unright- 
Sumnel, or ill-gotten goods; which is what is chiefly 
if not folely intended here; for it may be rendered, 
if any thing bath cleaved, &c. fo Aben Ezra and 
Ben Gerfom ; for the word fignifies both a d/ot and 
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any thing , atid the Targum takes in both fenfes; the 


meaning feems to be, that there was not any thing 


of another man’s in his hands, which he had taken 


from him by force and violence, or had obtained 
by any deceitful methods, and which he held faft, 
and it ftuck with him as pitch to the hands, and 
he did not care to part with it, of reftore it, where- 
by his hands were defiled ; otherwife ob had no 
fuch opinion of the cleannefs of his hands and ac- 
tions, as if he thought there was no fpot of fin ia 
them, or only fuch as he could wath out himfelf; 
he clearly {peaks the contrary; ch. ix. 30, 31. which 
is the fenfe of every good man, who, confcious of 
his fpots and blemifhes, wafhes his hands, his ac- 
tions, his converfation-garments, and makes them 
white in the blood of the lamb ; and fuch and fuch 
only have clean hands. : 

y.8. Then let me fow, and another eat, &c.] 
If what he had before faid was not true; but he 
had turned out of the way of righteoufnefs, and 
walked after the fight of his eyes, and the mammon 
of unrighteoufnels cleaved to his hands ; then he 
wifhes he might fow his fields and another enjoy the 
increafe of them, which is one of God’s judgments 
threatened unto the wicked and difobedient, Lev. 
xxvi. 16. Deut. xxviii. 33. let my offspring be rooted 
out, but Yod had no offspring or children at this 
time to be rooted out or deftroyed; they were all 
deftroyed already ; fome think therefore that this 
imprecation was made by him in the time of his 
profperity, though here repeated as it was then, 
he made a covenant with his eyes; but then 
this might have been improved againft him 
and retorted on him, that fo it was according to 
his wifh; and therefore he muft have been guilty 
of the fin he would have purged himfelf from; 
others fuppofe that he refers to futurity, and to the 
offspring he hoped to have hereafter, and when he 
fhould have them, wifhes they may be rooted out, 
if he had done what he denies he had; but it does 
not appear that Yod had any hope at all of being 
reftored to his former ftate of profperity, and of 
being poffefled of a family and fubftance again, 
but the reverfe. Gufetius* will have it, that he 
means his grandchildren ; thofe indeed are fome- 
times called a man’s children, and may with pro- 
priety be faid to be his offspring, they fpringing 
from him ; and itis poffible, that, as his fons were 
fettled from him, they were married and had chil- 
dren ; but this is not certain, or, if they had any, 
that thefe were not deftroyed with them ; wherefore 
it is beft to take the word ° in its firft and literal fenfe, 
for what fprings out of the earth, herbs, plants, 
and trees, as in J/- xlii. 5. fo Ben Gerfom and Bar 
Tzemach, and which beft agrees with the phrafe 
of being rooted out, and with what goes before ; 
that as he had wifhed, that which was fown in his 
fields might be eat up by another, fo what was 
planted and grew up in his gardens, orchards, 
vineyards, and olive-yards, and the like, might be 
quite rooted out and deftroyed; if he was not the 
man he declared himfelf to be, or had wronged any 
of their goods and property, then this would have 
been a juft retaliation of him. 

¥. 9. If mine heart have been deceived by a wo- 
man, &c.| By another man’s wife, by wantonly 
looking at her beauty, and fo lufting after her ; 
and fo, not through any blame or fault of her’s, or 
by any artful methods made ufe of by her, to al- 
lure and infhare ; fuch as were practifed by the har- 

lot, 


» INSNY germina mea, Beza; Montanus, Mercerus, Drufius, Micha 


5N 


-_ 


414 
lot, Prov, vii. but by neither was the heart of Fob 
deceived, and drawn into the fin of uncleannefs ; for 
he had made a covenant with his eyes, as not to look 
at a virgin, fo much lef$ at another man’s wife, to 
prevent his lufting after her; and whatever temp- 
tations and folicitations he might have been attend- 
éd with, through the grace of God, as Fo/eph was, 
he was enabled to withitand them ; though as wile 
a man, and the wifeft of men, had his heart de- 
ceived and drawn afide thereby, Ecc/. vii. 26. or, 
if I have laid wait at my neighbour's door; to mect 
with his wife there, and carry on an intrigue with 
her ; or to take the opportunity of going in when 
opened, in order to folicit her to his embraces, 
knowing her hufband to be from home ; fee Prov. 
v. 8. and vii. 8. 19. 

¥.10. Then /et my wife grind unto another, &c.] 
Which fome underftand literally, of her being put 
to the worft of drudgery and flavery, to work ata 
mill, and grind corn for the fervice of a ftranger, 
and be expofed to the company of the meaneft of 
perfons, and to their infults and abufes ; as we find 
fuch as were taken captives and made prifoners by 
an enemy were put unto, as Sam/on, Fudg. xvi. 22. 
and it may be obferved, that to grind in a mill, was 
alfo the work of women, Exod. xi. 5. Matt. xxiv. 
41. as it was in early times; Homer ° {peaks of it 
as in times before him; but others take the words 
in a figurative fenfe, as if he imprecated that fhe 
lie with another man, and be defiled by him, as the 
Targum, Aben Ezra, and others‘; fee /f xlvii. 1, 
2. and in like manner the following claufe: and 
let others bow down upon her; both which 
phrafes are euphemifms, or clean and decent ex- 
preffions, fignifying what otherwife is not to be 
named; the fcriptures hereby directing, as to 
avoid unchafte thoughts, inclinations, and defires, 
and impure actions, fo obfcene words and filthy 
talking, as becometh faints : but there is fome dit- 
ficulty in ¥od’s imprecating or wifhing fuch a thing 
might befal his wife ; it could not be lawful, if he 
had finned, to with his wife might fin alfo; or, if he 
was an adulterer, that fhe fhould be an adulterefs ; 
the fenfe is not, that Yod really wifhed fuch a 
thing ; but he ufes fuch a way of fpeaking, to fhow 
how remote he was from the fin of uncleannefs, 
there being nothing more difagreeable to a man than 
for his wife to defile his bed ; it is the laft thing he 
would with for: and moreover, ‘fod fuggefts here- 
by, that had he been guilty of this fin, he mutt 
own and acknowledge that he would be righteoufly 
ferved, and it would be a juft retaliation upon him, 
fhould his wife ufe him, or fhe be ufed in fuch a 
manner; likewife, though aman may not with 
for, nor commit a fin for the punifhment pf ano- 
ther ; yet God fometimes punifhes fin with fin, and 
even with the fame kind of fin, and with this; fo 
David’s fin with Bath/beba was punifhed with 4d- 
falom \ying with his wives and concubines before 
the fun, 2 Sam. xii. 11. fee Deut. xxviii. 30. 

y. 11. For this is an beinous crime, &c.| Adul- 
tery; it is contrary to the light of nature, and is 
condemned by it as a great fin, Gen. xx. 9. and 
xxvi. 10. as well as contrary to the exprefs will and 
law of God, Exod. xx. 14. and, though all fin is a 
tranfgreffion of the law of God, and deferving of 
death ; yet there are fome fins greater and more 
heinous than others, being attended with agera- 
vating circumftances; and fuch is this fin, it is a 
breach of the marriage-contraét and covenant be- 
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tween man and wife ; it is doing injury toa man’s 


property, and to that which is the neareft and dear- 
eft to him, and is what introduces confufion into — 
families, kingdoms, and ftates ; and therefore it~ 


follows: yea, it is an iniquity to be punifhed by © 


the judges; who might take cognizance of it, ex- 
amine into it, and pafs fentence for it, and execute 
it; and, if they neglect to do their duty, God; 
the judge of all the earth, will punifh for it in the 
world to come, unlefs repented of: for whore- 
mongers and adulterers Géd will judge, Heb. xiii, 
4. the punifhment of adultery was death by the 
law of God, and that by ftoning, as appears from 
Lev. xx. 10. Deut. xxii. 21. Fobn viii. 4, 5. and 
it is remarkable, that the heathens, who were ig- 
norant of this law, enjoined the fame punifhment 
for it ; fo Homer introduces Heéfor reproving Pa- 
ris for this fin, and fuggefts to him, that if he had 
his deferved punifhment, he would have been clothed 
with a ffone coat, as he beautifully expreffes it ; 
which Suidas * explains, by being overwhelmed 
with ftones, or ftoned ; as Eujlathius ®. ' 
¥.12. For it is a fire that confumeth to deftrue- 
tion, &c.] Referring eitherto the nature of the 
fin of uncleannefs ; it is inflammatory, a burning 
luft, a fire burning in the breaft; fee 1 Cor. vii. 
g. or to the effect of it, either the rage of jealoufy 
in the injured perfon, which is exceeding fierce, 
furious, and cruel, lke devouring fire, not to be 
appeafed or mitigated, Prov. vi. 34, 35. Cant. 
viii. 6. or elfe it may refpect the punifhment of 
this fin in the times of od, and which we find was 
practifed among the Gentiles, as the Canaanites, 
Job’s neighbours, burning fuch delinguents with 
fire; fee Gen. xxxviii. 24. Fer. xxix. 22,23. OF 
rather, the wrath of God for it, which. is poured 
forth as fire, and burns to the loweft hell, and into 
which lake of fire all fuch impure perfons will be 
caft, unlefs the grace of God prevents; and which 
will be a fire that will confume and deftroy both 
foul and body, and fo be an utter and everlafting 
deftruction, Rev. xxi. 8. and would root out all my 
increafe ; even in this world ; adultery is a fin, that 
not only ruins a man’s character, fixes an indelible 
blot upon him, a reproach that fhall not be wiped 
off, and confumes a man’s body, and deftroys the 
health of it, but his fubftance alfo, the increafe of 
his fields, and of his fruits, and by means of it, a 
man is brought to a piece of bread, to beg it, and 
to be glad of it, Prov. vi, 26, 33. and vy. 10. ; 
y.13. If I did defpife the caufe of my man-fer- 
vant, or of my maid-fervant, &c.] Whether it was 
a caufe that related to any controverfy or quarrel 
among themfelves when it was brought before him, 
he did not reject it, becaufe of the meannefs of the 
contending parties, and the ftate of fervitude they 
were in; but he received it and fearched into it, 
heard patiently what each had to fay, examined 
them thoroughly, entered into the merits of the 
caufe, and either reconciled them, or paffed a 
righteous. fentence, punifhed the clinguentaays 
protected the innocent ; or, if it was a caufe re- 
lating to himfelf, any complaint of their work, or 
wages, or food, or clothing, as it feems to be fro 
what follows: when they contended with mesh 
any thing to complain of, or to object to him on 
the above account, or any other, where there was 


any fhew or colour of foundation for it; other- _ 


wife it cannot be thought he would indulge a faucy, : 
malapert, and contradicting behaviour in them 
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wards him: matters in thofe times and countries | womb; yea, they afe falhioned (in bné chomb5, ag 
had an unlimited, and exercifed a defpotic power |the words will better bear to be rendered according 
ever their fervants, and ufed them with great ri-|to the pofition of them in the original and the ac- 
gour, and refufed to do them juftice upon com-|cents ; not indeed in the fame identical womb,. but 
plaints; but Fob behaved as if he had had thejina like one: there are two words in the original 
rules of the apoftle before him to aét by in his|here, both tranflated womb; the one fignifies the 
conduct towards his fervants, Eph. vi. 9. Col. iv. 1.\ovarium, in which the conception is made ; the 
and even condefcended to fubmit the caufe between jother defigns the fecundine, in which the foetus is 
him and his fervants to other judges or arbitrators;|wrapped or covered; for fo it may be rendered; 
or rather took cognizance of it himfelf, heard pa-|did be not cover us? &c *. though Farchi, Aben Lx- 
tiently, and carefully what they had to alledge; and |jra; Ben Gerfom, and others, interpret it of the 
did them juttice. .., . . |Qne God as we do: od’s reafoning is, that feeing 

¥.14. What then fhall I do when God rifeth ap ? \he and his fervants were equally the workmanfhip 
&c.] That is, if he had defpifed and reje€ted the |of God, and both made in the womb by him, and 
caufe of his fervants, or had neglected or refufed to |curioufly fafhioned alike, and poffeffed of the fame 
do them juftice ; he fignifies he fhould be at the|rdtional powers, it would be unreafonable in him 
utmoft lofs to know what to do, what excufe to make, |to ule them ill, who were his fellow-creatures + and 
or what to fay in his own defence, when God fhould|fhould he, he might expect the Maker of them 
rife up to defend the caufe of the injured; either in a }both would highly refent it, Macrobius', an hea- 
way of providence in this life, or at the great day |then writer, gives a remarkable inftance of the 
of judgment in the world to come, when every |care heaven; as he éxpreffes it; has of fervants; 
thing will be brought to account, and mafters and |and how much the contempt of it is refented there- 
fervanis muft ftand alike before the judgment-feat{by ; and reafons much in the fame manner con 
of God, to receive for the things they have done, }cerning them as ¥ob does here; that they are men, 
whether good or evil : and when be vifiteth, whai\though fervants; are of the fame original, breathé 
foall I anfwer him? when he makes a vifitation jin the fame air, live and die as other men. | 
among men, either in this world, even in a fatherly]. y. 16. If I have withheld the poor from their des 
way,vifits tranfgreffions,and reproves and corrects for |/re, &c.] Their reafonable defires, and which it 
them ; had he been guilty of ill ufage of his fer-]was in his power to grant; as when they defired 4 
vants, he mutt have filently fubmitted to fuch vifi-|piece of bread being hungry, or clothes to cover 
tations and chaftifements, having nothing to fay jthem being naked; but not unreafonable defires; 
for himfelf, why he fhould not be thus dealt with ;\feeking and afking great things for themfelves, or 
or in the world to come, in the great day of vifita-|unlimited and unbounded ‘ones, furch as the two 
tion, when God fhall make inquifition for fin,|fons of Zebedee defired of Chiff, Mark x. 35. or 
and feek it out, and call to an account for it; and |bave canfed the eyes of the widow to fail, through 
fhould this be produced againft him, even contempt |long waiting for, and expecting help and fuccour 
of the caufe of his fervants, he was fenfible he|from him, and at laft difappointed. ‘fod did not ufe 
could not anfwer him for it, nor for any one fin of |the widow in fucha manner as to give her reafon 
a thoufand, as no man will be able todo; but mutt {to hope for relief or counfel from him the came 
be fpeechlefs, unlefs he has a better righteoufnefs |for, and make her ‘wait long, and then fend her 
than his own to anfwer for him in that time to|away empty, as he was charged, ch. xxii. g. but 
come. This is od’s firft reafon which deterred jhe foon difpatched her, by granting her what fhe 
him from ufing his fervants ill; another follows. |fued to him for. 

¥.15. Did not he that made me in the womb make| y. 17. Or have eaten my morfel my/elf aloné, &c.] 
him? &c.| And her alfo, both his man-fervant|Though he had kept no doubt a plentiful table in 
and maid-fervant: thefe were made by the Lord |the time of his profperity fuitable to his circum- 
as Yob was, and ina like place and manner as hejftances, yet had been no luxurious perfon, and 
himfelf ; though parents are the inftruments of be- |therefore calls provifions a morfel; however, be it 
getting children, and of bringing them into the |whatit would, more or lefs, he did not eat it alone’ 
world, God is the maker of men, as at the begin- | what he had for himfelf the poor had a fhare of it 
ning, and all are alike made by him, in whatfo- | with him ; and the fame he eat himfelf he gave to 
ever rank, condition, and circumftance of life, |them: and the fatherlefs bath not ecten thereof ; 
whether matters or fervants ; and they are all fa-|meaning the poor fatherlefs ; for as to the rich fa- 
bricated in the fame fhop of nature, the womb of |therlefs, it was no charity to feed them : this verfe 
a woman: and did not one fafbion us in the womb? |contradiéts the charge exhibited againft him, ch, 
that is, he who is the One God, according to Ma/. |xxii. 7. . 
ii. ro. God is one in nature and effence, though| y.18. For from my youth he was brought up with 
there are three perfons in the unity of the God- |me as with a father, &cc.} ‘That is, the poor orthe 
head; and this One God, Father, Son, and Spi- |fatherlefs, one or both; as foon as he was at years of 
rit, is the Creator of all men and things; hence \difcretion, and was capable of obferving the di- 
we read of creators, Eccl. xii. 1. and, though one |{treffed circumftances, of others he had a tender 
God makes the bodies and creates the fouls of men |and compaffionate regard to the poor.and father- 
now as at the firft, and all are formed and fafhioned }lefs, and aéted the part of a father to them ; was as 
by him, high, low, rich and poor, bond and free ; | affectionately concerned for them as if he had been 
and they have all the fame rational powers and fa- jtheir father, and took fuch care of them as if they 
culties of foul, Pf xxxiil. 15. as well as the fame|were his children, fee ch. xxix. 16. and I have 
curious art and fkill are employed in forming and | guided her from my mother’s womb ; the widow, by 
fafhioning their bodies and the members of them, |his counfel and advice ; an hyperbolical expreffion, 
inthe lower parts of the earth, in their mother’s fignifying how early he was a fuccourer of fuch 


perions, 
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perfons, by giving his friendly advice, or needful) fift of wickednefs ; or give a fignal to others, by 
affiftance ; the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it,|lifting up the hand to {mite, as duanies gave or- 
from my youth mercy grew up with me, &c. a merci-|ders to fmite the apoftle Paul; or thereby to give 
ful difpofition, a compaffionate regard to, the poor|his vote againft the fatherlefs wrongly, fuffrages. 
and fatherlefs; this was as it were connatural to|being fometimes made by lifting up the hands 5 or 
_ him ; forthough there is no good difpofition really; hereby 70d fignifies, that he was fo far from doing 
in man, without the grace of God, of which ¥od|the fatherlefs any real injury, that he had not fo 
might early. partake, yet there is a fhew of it in}much as lift up his hand, and even a finger againft 
fome perfons, in comparifon of others ; fome have}him: whe I faw my help in the gate; inthe court 
a natural tender difpofition to the poor, when others} of judicature held in the gate of the city, as was 
are naturally cruel and hard-hearted to them; and{ufual ; though he knew he had the bench of judges 
fo Mr. Broughton renders the words to this fenfe,}for him, or they would give fentence in his be- 


** for from my youth this grew with me as a father,} 


and from my mother did I tender it :” but the firft 
fenfe feems beft. 

¥. 19. If Ihave fen any perifo for want of clotb- 
ing, &c.] Aman may be in fuch poor circum- 
ftances as to want proper clothing to cover his 
naked body with, and preferve it from the incle- 
mencies of the weather, and for want of it be ready 
to perifh or die with cold. 0d denies he had feen 
any fuch ; not that he had never feen perfons in 
fuch perifhing circumftances; but he had not feen 
them as to de/pife them, as the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion, as to have them in contempt, or look at them 
with difdain becaufe of their poverty and rags, or 
fordid apparel; or fo as to overlook them, as the 
Septuagint verfion, to neglect them, and to take 
no notice of them, and make no provifion for 
their clothing, a warm and comfortable garment, 
as in the next verfe: or any poor without covering ; 
without clothing fufficient to cover himfelf with, 
and keep him warm; 70d had feen fuch objects, 
but he did not leave them in fuch a condition ; he 


half, and againft the fatherlefs, if he did but hold 
up his hand, or lift up a finger to them, fo ready 
would they be to take his part and be on his fide; 
yet he never made ufe of his power and intereft to 
their detriment, or took fuch an advantage againft 
them. 

y.22. Then let mine arm fall from my fooulder- 
blade, &c.] With which the upper part of it is 
connected ; let it be disjointed from it, or rot and 
drop off from it; a dreadful calamity this, to lofe 
an arm and the ufe of it, to have it fall of imme- 
diately, as a judgment from God, and in juft reta- 
liation for lifting up an hand or arm againft the fa- 
therlefs ; as Feroboam’s arm withered when he put it 
forth from the altar, and ordered hands to be laid 
upon the prophet for crying againft the altar, 
1 Kings xiii. 4, aud mine arm. be broken from the 
‘bone; from the channel-bone, as the margin of our 
bibles, or rather from the elbow, the lower part of 
the arm; and fo may be rendered, or mine arm, 
&c. Llipbax had brought a charge againft od, 
that the arms of the fatherlefs had been broken, and 


faw them, and had compaffion on them, and|fuggefts that they had been broken by him, or by 


clothed them. 

y¥. 20. If his loins have not bleffed me, &c.] 
Which were girded and covered: with garments he 
gave him; which, as often as he put onand girded 
his loins with, put him in mind’ of his generous 
benefactor, and this put him upon fending up an 
ejaculatory wifh to heaven, that all happinefs and 
~ bleffednefs might attend him, who had fo com- 
fortably clothed him; fee ch. xxix. 13. aud if be 
were not warmed with the fleece of my fheep; not 
with a fleece of wool as taken off the back of the 
fheep, or with a fheep’s-fkin having the wool on 


his orders, ch. xxii. 9. and Job here withes, that 
if that was the cafe, that his own arm was broken: 
fuch imprecations are not to be made in common, 
or frequently, and only when a man’s innocence 
cannot be vindicated but by an appeal to the om- 
nifcient God; an inftance fomewhat like this, fee 
in Pf cxxxvii. 5, 6. 

y. 23. For defruflion from God was a terror to 
me, &c.) Though he feared not men, they being 
at his beck and command, ready to do any thing 
for him he fhould order, yet he feared God; and 
the dread of his refentment, and of deftruétion from 


it, but with it, as made up into cloth; with a|him the lawgiver, who is able to fave and to de- 
woollen garment, which was a kind of clothing|ftroy, had fuch an influence on him as to deter 


that very early obtained, and is what is warm and 
comfortable, fee Deut. xxii. 11. Fob clothed the 
naked, not with gay apparel, which was not necef- 
fary, but with decent and ufeful raiment, and not 
with the fleece of other men’s fheep, but with the 
fleece of his own fheep, or with cloth made of the 
wool of his own flock, giving what was his own 
and not others; which always fhould be obferved 
in acts of charity; fee 2 Sam.-xii. 4. Thus Chriff, 
the anti-type of od, feeds the poor and the father- 
lefs whom he finds, though he does not leave them 
fo; it is at his own table, and with his own bread, 
with provifions of his own making; and clothes 
them with the robe of his righteoufnefs, and gar- 
ments of falvation, which is a clothing and a cover- 
ing to them, and fecures them from perifhing, and 
caufes joy and gladnefs in them, J/. Ixi. 10, 


and keep him from ali unkindnefs to the poor, and 
injuftice to the fatherlefs; he dreaded the deftruc- 
tion of himfelf, his family, and fubftance in this 
world, and everlafting deftruétion of foul and body 
in the world to come; which of all things is to be 
feared, Matt. x. 28. and Old Teflament.faints were 
much under a fpirit of bondage to fear, and were 
actuated thereby; and, though ¥od might not be 
under any dread of eternal damnation, knowing 
his intereft in the living Redeemer; yet he might 
fear temporal deftruétion, as it is certain he did ; 
which thing he feared came upon him, though nos 
for any crime or crimes he was guilty of, fee ch. 
xxx. 25. he might fear as a good man may, the 
chaftifements and correétions of his heavenly Fa- 
ther : aud by reafon of his bighnefs I could not endure; 
God is higher than the higheft angels, or men; he 


¥. 21. If Lhave liftup my hand againft the father-|is above all gods, fo called; he is God over all, 


de/s, &c.] Either in a menacing way, threatening] bleffed for ever; and fuch is his 


height, his glory, 


_ what he would do to them; which, from a man jand his majefty, that it is terrible, and the dhead 


of wealth and authority, a civil magiftrate, a judge,|of them makes men afraid; nor can any finner 
is very terrible to the poor and fatherlefs ; or in order|{tand before him, nor withftand him, nor hope to 
to ftrike him, which would be to fmite with the|prevail againft him, nor flee from his prefence, nor 
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efcape out of his hand, nor bear his wrath and in-|for all comes of God, and is owing to his blefling ; 
dignation, and the lighting down of his arm; for|he did not pleafe himfelf when become rich, as 
what hands can be ftrong, or heart endure, whenjif his own hand had found him much fubftance, as 
the Almighty God deals with them? or ‘ob’s| Ephraim did, Hof. xii. 8. 
fenfe may be, that fuch an awe of the divine Being} y. 26. If 1 bebeld the fun when it fhined, &c.} 
was always upon him, that he could not do any|Some take this to bea reafon why Yob did not make 
unkind thing to the poor, or unjuft one to the}gold his hope and confidence, becaufe all fublu- 
fatherlefs. nary and earthly enjoyments muft be uncertain, 
y. 24. If I have made gold my hope, &c.] Fob\tading, and perifh, fince the fun and moon are not 
here purges himfelf from idolatry in a figurative}without their deficiencies and changes, to which 
fenfe, as he afterwards does from it, taken in|fenfe the Septuagi#t verfion inclines ; others, as 
a literal fenfe; for covetoufnefs is idolatry, and a] Nachmanides, that they are a denial that Fob afcribed 
covetous man is an idolater ; he worfhips his gold|his wealth and fubftance to the influence of the 
and filver, placing his affections on them, and put-|heavenly bodies ; and many interpreters are of 
ting his truft and confidence in them, Eph. v. 5.Jopinion, that they are a continuation of the fame 
Col. iii. 5. for to make gold the objec or ground] {ubject as before, Fob hereby declaring that neither 
of hope, ,is to place it in the room of God, who is/his eye nor his heart were fet upon his outward pro- 
the hope of J/rael, and in whom every good man|{perity, comparable to the light of the fun, and 


Ch. xxxi. ¥. 24+--26, 


fhould truft, and whom he fhould make his hope, 
Fer. viii. 14. and xvil. 5. not gold on earth, but 
glory in heaven, is what the good man is hoping 
for; and not riches, but Cdri/f and his righteouf- 
nefs are the foundation of fuch an hope; to make 
gold our hope, is to have hope in this life, and to 
make a thing prefent the object of it; whereas true 
hope is of things not feen and future, and if only 
in this life, good men have hope, they are of all 
moft miferable ; but they have in heaven a better 
and a more enduring fubftance, and a better ground 


the brightnefs of the moon; that he did not fe- 
cretly pleafe himfelf with it; nor congratulate him- 
felf upon it, nor applaud his own wifdom and in- 
duftry ; and of late Schultens and others interpret 
it of flatrering great perfonages, complimenting 
them and courting their favour, which we call 
worfhipping the rifing fun; but I rather think it is 
to be underftood, as itmore generally is, of wor- 
fhipping the fun and moon in a literal fenfe ; which 
was the firft kind of idolatry men went into ; thofe 
very ancient idolaters the Zadii worthipped the fun 


for hope of that fubftance, than worldly wealth|as their greater God, as Maimonides* obferves; td 
and riches can give: or have faid to the fine gold,|whom he fays they offered feven bats, feven mice; 
thou art my confidence; as bad men do, and goodjand feven other creeping things, with forme other 
men are prone unto, and therefore to be cautionedjthings alfo ; in after times horfes were offered to ity 
againftit, Pf xlix. 6. and lii, 7. 1 Zim. vi. 17. for|fee 2 Kings xxiii. 11. So the antient Egyptians wor- 
this is not only to truft in uncertain riches, and in|fhipped the fun and moon, calling the one Ofris, 
unfatisfying ones, but to put them in the ftead ofj{and the other J/s°; The word for fun is dight, and 
God, who is or ought to be the confidence of the]it is fo called becaufe it is a luminous body, and the 
ends of the earth: not gold, but the living God,|fountain of light to others ; it is called the greater 
who gives all things richly to enjoy, is to be trufted}light, Gea. i. 16. and from this Hebrew wotd Or; 
in; when men covet riches, and truft in them as|with the Egyptians, Apollo, who is the fun, is called 
their fecurity from evil, and that they may live|Horus, as Macrobius“ relates ; it is faid to /hine, as 
independent of the providence of God, it is vir-Jit always does, even when below our horizon, or 
tually to deny it, and carries in it fecret atheifm ;}in an eclipfe, or under a cloud, though not feen by 
as well as fuch aconfidence is deftruction of the}us. od has here refpect to its fhining clearly and 
worfhip of God, and fuch a temper makes a man|vifibly, and perhaps at noon-day,; when it is in its 
an unprofitable hearer, plunges him into errors/fullftrength ; unlefs regard is had to its bright and 
and hurtful lufts, and endangers his everlafting|fhining appearance at its rifing, when the heathens 
happinefs, Had. ii. 9. Matt, xiii. 22. 1 Tim, vi.jufed to pay their homage and adoration to it *: 
9, 10. Mar. x. 24. in after-times the Romans wor-|now when Job denies that he beheld it fhining, it 
fhipped the goddefs pecunia, or money, as Auftin*)cannot be underftood of the bare fight of it, which 
relates. he continually had; nor of beholding it with de- 
¥. 25. If I rejoiced becaufe my wealth was great,\light and pleafure, which might be very lawfully 
&c.] As it was, fee ch. i. 2, 3. yet he did not fet}done, Ecc/. xi..7. nor of confidering it as the work 
his heart upon it, pleafe himfelf with it, indulge tojof God, being a very glorious and ufeful creature, 
acarnal joy on account of it, nor fuffer it to engrofs}in which his glory is difplayed, and for which he 
his affeétions, or alienate them from God his chief]is to be praifed, becaufe of its beneficial influence 
joy; not but that a man may lawfully rejoice injon the earth; fee P/. viii. 3, 4. and xix, 1. and 
the goodnefs of God unto him, in increafing his|cxxxvi. 1, 7, Deut. xxxiii, 14. but of his behold- 
wealth, and praife him for it, who has placed him|ing it with admiration, as if it was more than a 
in fuch eafy circumftances, and fo comfortably pro-|creature, afcribing deity to it, and worfhipping ic 
vided for him and his family, and put him into ajas God; and the fame muft be underftood of 
capacity to do good to others; and he may re-|the moonin the next claufe: or the moon walking in 
joice in what God has given him, and chearfully| drightne/s ; as at firft rifing, or rather when in the 
partake of it, 1 Chron. xxix. 13, 14. Deut. xii. 7./full, in the middle of the month, as ben Ezra ; 
Eccl. vy. 19, 20. and becaufe my hand bad gotten|when it walks all night, in its brightnefs, illumina- 
much ; though he had much wealth, he did not|ted bythe fun: thefe two luminaries, the one called 
afcribe it to his own induftry, and applaud his|theking, the other the queen of heaven, were very 
own wifdom and diligence, as men are apt todo,|early worfhipped, if not the firft inftances of ido- 
', latry. 
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latry. Diodorus Siculus* fays, that the firft men ofjwhich burns with fire and brimftone, Exod. xx. 


old, born in Egypt, beholding and admiring the}3, 4, 5. Rev. xxi. 8. the confideration of its being 
beauty of the world, thought there were two gods|{uch a heinous fin, and fo deferving of punifhment, — 
in the nature of the univerle, and that they were|deterred ob from it; the Targum paraphrafes it, 
eternal; namely, the fun and moon, the one they/a moft amazing iniquity, it being, as follows, a de- 
called Ofris, and the other J/s ; hence the J/raci-|nial of the true God: for I should have denied the 
ites having dwelt long in Egypt were in danger of|God that is above; that is, had he worfhipped the be 
being drawn ‘into this idolatry, againft which they|{un and moon fecretly or openly ; for as the atheift 
are cautioned, Deut, iv. 19. and where was a city|denies him in words, the idolater denies him in facts, 
called “Heliopolis, or the city of the fun, as in the|worfhipping the creature befides the creator, and 
Greek verfion of Jf xix. 18. where was a temple}giving his glory to another, and his praile to idols; 
dedicated to the worfhip of it 5 and fo the Aradians,| which is a virtual denial of him, eyen of him who 
the neighbours of Yo, according to Herodotus‘ ,|is above the fun and moon in place, being higher 
worfhipped the fun and moon; for he fays the Per-|than the heavens ; and in nature, excellency, and 
fians were taught by them and the Afyrians to fa-|glory, being the creator of them, and they his 
crifice to the fun and moon; and {fo did the old}creatures ; and in power and authority, who com- 
Canaanites and the Phenicians ; hence one of their|mands the fun, and it rifes not, and has appointed 
cities is called Beth-/hemefb, the houfe or temple of|the moon for feafons, ‘ob ix. 7. P/. civ. 19. 
the fun, Yo/>. xix.22. yea we aretold*that tothis] ¥. 29. If I rejoiced at the deftrutlion of him that 
day there are fome traces of this ancient idolatry in|4ated me, &c.] Fob though a good man had: his 
Arabia, the neighbourhood of Fob ; as in a large enemies, asall good men have, and that becaufe of 
city in Arabia, upon the Euphrates, called Aana, their goodnefs, and who hated him with an impla- 
where they worfhip the fun only ; this being com-|cable hatred, without a caufe, there being a rooted — 
mon in thofe parts in ¥b’s time, he purges himfelf) bitter enmity in the feed of the ferpent againft the 
from it. godly in all generations; on whom fooner or later, 
y. 27. And mine heart hath been fecretly enticed,\at one time or another, deftruction comes, one 
&c.] Drawn away by beholding the magnitude of|calamity or another on their families, difeafes on 
thefe bodies, the fwiftnefs of their motion, their| their bodies, lofs of fubftance, death of themfelves 


glorious appearance, and great ufefulnefs to man- 
kind, to entertain a thought of their being dei- 
ties ; and privately to worfhip them, in fecret acts 
of devotion, as by an honourable efteem of them 
as fuch, reverence and affection for them, truft 
and confidence in them ; for as there is a fecret 


or relatives ; now it is a common thing with wicked 
men to rejoice im the adverfity of their enemies, 
but good men fhould not do fo ;° yet it is adifficult 
thing, and requires a large meafure of grace, and 
that in exercife, not to feel any pleafing emotion, 
afecret joy, and inward pleafure at the hearing of 


worfhipping of the true God, fo there is a fecret|any thing of this fort befalling an enemy ; which is 
idolatry, idolatry in the heart, and fetting up ofja new crime Fob purges himfelf from: or hift up 
. idols. there, as well as worfhipping them in dark] my/elf when evil found him; either the evil of fin, 
places, in chambers of imagery, as the ‘ews did, which fooner or later finds out the finner, charges 
Ezek. viii. 12. or my mouth hath kiffed my band ;{him with guilt, and requires punifhment, or the 
idols ufed to be kiffed by their votaries, in token ofjevil of punifhment for fin ; which though it may 
their veneration of them,. and as expreffive of their|feem to move flowly, purfues the finner, and will 
worfhip of them; fo Baal and Feroboam’s calves overtake him, and light upon him. Mr. Brough- 
were kiffed by the worfhippers of them, 1 Kings|ton renders the words, and beftirred me when he 
xix. 18. Hof. xiii. 2. Kiffing is ufed to fignify the| found o/s; lofs in his family, in his cattle, and in 
religious veneration, homage, and worfhip of a}his fubftance ; now when this was the cafe, Fob 
divine perfon, the Son of God, P/. ii. 12. and)did not raife up himfelf in a haughty manner, and 


fuch deities efpecially that were out of the reach of 
their worfhippers, as the fun, moon, and ftars 
were, they ufed to put their hands to their mouths, 
and kifs them, in token of their worfhip; juft as 
perfons now at a diftance from each other, pay 
their civil refpeéts to one another : inftances of re- 


infult and triumph over him, or ftir up himfelf to 
joy and rejoicing, or to make joyful motions, as 
Aben Ezra and Ben Gerfom interpret it; and by his 
geftures fhew that he was elated with the evil that 
had befallen his enemy ; indeed fo far as the fall and 
deftruétion of the wicked make for the public 


ligious adoration of idols performed in this manner, 
fee in the note on Ho/. xiii. 2. 


good, for the intereft of religion, for the glory of 


Fob denies that he|God, and the honour of his juftice, it is lawful for 


had been guilty of fuch idolatry, either fecretly or}good men to rejoice thereat; but not from a pri- 


openly. 


y. 28. This alfo were an iniquity to be pumifhed|f{ee Pf. lviii. 10, 11. Prov. xi. vo. Rev. xviii, 20% 


by the judge, &c.] As well as adultery, y. 11. 
by the civil magiftrates and judges of the earth, 
who are God’s vicegerents, and therefore it behoves 
them to take cognizance of fuch an iniquity, and 
to punifh for it, which affects in fo peculiar a man- 
ner the honour and worfhip of the true God; this 
by the law of Mofes was punifhed by ftoning to 
death, Deut. xiii. 9. however this will be taken no- 
tice of and punifhed by God the judge of all, 
whofe law is broken hereby, and who will vifit this 
iniquity more efpecially on thofe who. commit it, 
and their pofterity afterthem. Idolaters of every 


fort fhall have their part and portion in the lake] damned, as wicked men with to 
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vate affection, or from a private fpirit of revenge, 
and xix. 1, 2. ) io sabe 
¥. 30. Neither have I-fuffered my mouth te 
&c.] Which, as it is the intrarenal fpeec 
often the means of much fin, particula f curfi ¢ 
men, and expreffing much bitternefs againft ene- 
mies; but 70d laid an embargo upon it, kept it-as. 
with a bridle, reftrained it from uttering vil, 
or wifhing any to his worft adverfaries ; which is- 
dificult to do, when vocations are given, as. 


follows: by wifbing a curfe to his foul; not to his 
being the fuper-ex- 


foulas diftinct from his body, 
cellent and immortal part ; that it be everlaftingly 


their own f 


. ie ©€ 


¥ 
‘ 


, 


Ch. xxxi. ¥.31—34. 


and the fouls of others, but to his perfon, wifhing 
fome calamity might befal him, fome difeafe f{eize 
upon him, or that God would take him away by 
death : Fob would never fuffer himfelf to with any 
thing of this kind unto his enemy. 
¥. 31. Lf the men of my tabernacle, &c.] Either 
his friends, that came to vifit him, and take a meal 
with him, and would fometimes tarry awhile with 
him in his houfe, being very freé and familiar with 
him ; and who were, as it were, at home in his 
tabernacle; or rather his domeftic fervants, that were 
under his roof, and dwelt in his houfe, fee ch. xix. 
15. if thele faid not, ob that we had of bis flefh, we 
cannot be fatisfied , of the fleth of Fod’s enemy ; and 
the fenfe is, that-his fervants ufed to fay, we can- 
not bear to fee our mafter fo ill ufed and infulted 
by his enemy; we wifh he would only allow us to 
avenge him on him, we would eat him up alive ; 
we would devour him, and deftroy him at once; 
nor can we be fatisfied unlefs we have leave to do 
it: and fo this is a further proof of ¥0b’s patience 
with his enemies, that though he had fetters-on in 
his family, his fervants folicited him to revenge, 
yet he abftained from it ; which may be exempli- 
fied in the cafes “of David and of Cbrift, 1 Sam. 
xxvi. 8. 2 Sam. xvi. 9. Luke ix. 54. though  fome 
think thefe words exprefs Job's patience towards 
his fervants, who were fo angry with him for the 
ftrict difcipline he obferved in his houfe, that they 
wifhed they had his flefh to eat, and could not be 
fatisfied without it; and yet, fo far was he from 
taking pleafure in the calamities of his enemies, and 
‘wifhing ill to them, that he did not refent the ill- 
natured fpeeches of his fervants, and avenge him- 
felf on them for their wicked infults upon him: 
but it can hardly be thought that 0d would keep 
fuch wicked fervants in his houfe; but perhaps od 
here enters upon, a new crime, which he clears him- 
felf of, and is opened more fully in the next verfe, 
namely, inhofpitality to ftrangers; fince the par- 
ticle if commonly begins a new article in this chap- 
ter, and being taken in this fenfe, various interpre- 
tations are given ; fome, as if 7od’s fervants were dif- 
pleafed with him for his hofpitality, that his houfe 
was always fo full of guefts, that they were conti- 
nually employed in dreffing food for them, that 
they had not time, or that there was not enough 
left for them to eat of his flefh, his food, and be 
fatisfied ‘with it ; or elfe, as pleafed with the plen- 
tiful table he kept, and therefore defired to continue 
always in his fervice, and-eat of his food; nor 
could they be fatisfied with the food of others, or 
live elfewhere; though perhaps it is beft of all 
to render the words, as by fome, who will give, 
or fhew the man that is not fatisfied of bis flelh*? 
point out the man ‘in’ all the neighbourhood that 
has not been liberally entertained at 0d’s table to 
his full fatisfaction and content ; and his liberality 
did not extend only to his neighbours, but to 
ftrangers alfo ; as follows. 
¥. 32. The ftranger did not lodge in the freet, &c.] 
By a {tranger, is not meant an unconverted man, 
that is a ftranger to God and godlinefs, to Chrift, 
and the way of falvation by him, to the Spirit of 
God and jpiritual things; nor a good man, who 
is a ftranger and pilgrim on earth ; but one that is 
out of his nation and country, and at a diftance 
from it, whether a good man or a bad man; thefe 
Fob would not fuffer to lie in the ftreets in the 
night-feafon, expofed to the air and the inclemen- 
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cles of it ; fee Fudg. xix. 15—21. but J opened my 
doors to the traveller ; even all the doors of his 
houfe, to denote his great liberality, that as many 
as would might enter it ; and this was done by him- , 
felf, or however, by his order;-and fome think 
that it fignifies that he was at his door, waiting 
and watching for travellers to invite them in, as 
Abraham and Lot, Gen. xviii. 1, 2. and xix. rout 
or his doors were opened to the way', as it may 
be rendered, to the road-fide; his houfe was buiit 
by the way-fide ; or however, the doors which lay 
towards that fide were thrown open for travellers to 
come in at as they pleafed, and when they would ; 
fo very hofpitable and kind to ftrangers and tra- 
vellers was Fob, and fo welcome were they to his 
houfe and the entertainment of it, fee Hed. xiii. 2. 

¥. 33. If I covered my tranferefions as Adam, &c.] 
Fob could not be underftood by-this account he had 
given of the holinefs of his life, that he thought 
himfelf quite free from fin ; he had owned himfelf 
to be a finner in feveral places before, and difclaim- 
ed perfection ; and here he acknowledges he was 
guilty of tranfgreffing the law of God, and that 
in many inftances ; for he {peaks of his ¢ran/greffions 
in the plural number; but then he did not feek to 
cover them from the fight of God or men, but 
frankly and ingenuoufly confeffed them to both; 
he did not cover them, palliate, excufe, and exte- 
nuate them as 4dam did his, by laying the blame 
to his wife ; and as fhe by charging it on the fer- 
pent ; and thofe excufes they made are the inven- 
tions they found out, Eccl. vii. 29. or the meaning 
is, Fob did not do as mex* in common do; who, 
when they have finned, either through fear or 
fhame, endeavour to conceal it, and keep it out of 
the fight of others, unlefs they are very hardened 
and audacious finners, fuch as the men of Sodom 
were, fee Hof. vi. 7. by hiding mine iniquity in my 
bofom ; meaning perhaps fome particular iniquity 
which his nature was moft inclined to ; this he did 
not attempt to hide in fecret, as what is put into 
the bofom is ; or that he did not fpare it and che- 
rifh it, and from an affection to it, keep it as per- 
fons and things beloved are, laid in the bofom ; and 
fo Mr, Broughton reads the words, hiding my fin of a 


Jelf-love; either having a felf-love to it, or hidin 


it of felf-love, that is, from a principle of felf-love, 
to preferve his honour, credit, and reputation a- 

mong men. 
¥. 34, Did I fear a great multitude? &c.] No, 
they did not deter him from confeffing his fin in 
the moft public manner, when fenfible, or convict- 
ed of it, and when fuch a public acknowledgment 
was neceflary : or did the contempt of families terrify 
me? no, the contempt he might fuppofe he fhould 
be had in by fome families that knew him, and 
he was well acquainted with, did not terrify him 
from making a free and ingenuous confeflion of his 
fins: that I kept filence; or did I keep filence, and 
went not out of the door? fo as not to open his 
mouth by confeffion in public, but kept within 
doors through fear and fhame ; or elfe the fenfe is, 
that he was not intimidated from doing his duty as 
a civilmagiftrate, adminiftring juftice to the poor 
and opprefied ; neither the dread of a clamorous mob, 
nor the contempt of families of note, or great per- 
fonages, could deter him from the execution of his 
office with uprightnefs, fo as to caufe him to be filent, 
and keep at home; but without any regard aie 
ear 
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ther that contended for him, as Aben Ezra, that 
pleaded for him, was his advocate in court, whom 
he would have take a brief of him, and fo di- 
ftinétly plead his caufe; or rather that contended 
again{t him, a court-adverfary, by whom he 
means either his three friends, or fome one of them, 
whom he more efpecially took for his enemy; fee 
ch, xvi. g, 10, 14. and who he wifhes had brought 
a bill of indictment, and put down in a book, on 
a paper in-writing, the charge he had againft him ; 
that fo it might be clearly known what could be 
alledged againft him; and that it might be par- 
ticularly and diftinétly examined; when he 
doubted not but he fhould be able to give a full 
anfwer to every article in it ; and that the very bill 
itfelf would carry in it a juftification of him : or it 
may be, rather he means God himfelf, who carried 
it towards him as an adverfary, at leaft in a provi- 
dential way; he had before requefted that he 
would fhow him wherefore he contended with 
him, ch. x. 2. and now he defires he would give 
in writing his charge againit him, being fully con- 
fident, that if he had but the opportunity of an- 
fwering to it before him, he fhould be able fufii- 
ciently to vindicate himfelf ; and that he fhould 
come off with honour, as follows. 

¥. 36. Surely I would take it upon my fooulder, &c.} 
The bill of indictment, the charge in writing ; this 
he would take up and carry on his fhoulder as a 
very light thing, having nothing weighty in it, no 
charge of fin and guilt to bear him down; nothing 
but what he could eafily ftand up under, only fome 
trifling matter, which could not be interpreted fin ; 
for any thing of that kind would have been a bur- 
den too heavy for him to have borne: or elfe his 
fenfe is, that fhould he be convicted of any fin, he 
would openly confefs the charge, acknowledge the 
fin in the moft public manner, that being vifible 
which is-borne upon the fhoulder; and would alfe 
patiently bear the afflictions and chaftifements that 
were laid upon him for it: though rather the 
meaning is, that he fhould take up and carry fuch 
a bill, not as a burden, but as an honour, as one 
bears a {word of ftate, or carries a fcepter as an en- 
fign of royalty on his fhoulder; to which the allu- 
fion may be, in J/ ix. 6. not at all doubting but 
it would turn out to his glory; which is confirmed 
by what follows: and bind it as a crown to me, OL 
crowns*, having various circles of gold hung with 
jewels ; fignifying that he would not only take his 
bill or charge, and carry it on his fhoulder, but 
put it on his head, and wear it there, as a kino 
does his crown; which is an ornament and honour 
feope in this; this is what I aim at, what I defign| to him, as he fhould reckon this bill, feeing it 
and mean by wifhing for an hearer, that the Al-| would give him an opportunity of clearing himfelf 
mighty himfelf would take the caufe in hand, and| effectually. bi 
give mean anfwer : or debold my fgn*; the fign of| y. 37. I would declare to him the number of my 
my innocence, appealing to God, leaving my caufe| feps, &c.] To his judge, or to him that contend- 
to be heard, tried, and judged by him, who is my] ed with him, and drew up the bill againft him ; he 
witnefs, and will anfwer for me; fee ch. xvi. 19.] would forward it, affift in it, furnifh materials for 
as well as defiring mine adverfary to put down in} it, give an account of all the tranfaétions of his 
writing what he has againft me; or Lebold my fig-| life that he could remember ; this he fays not as 
nature’, the plea I have given is figned by my] though he thought that God ftood in need of any 
own hand : now let the Almighty anfwer me , abold| fuch declaration, fince he better knows the actions 
expreffion indeed, and a making too free with the] of men than they themfelves, compaffes their 
Almighty, and was one of thofe {peeches Yo was| paths, and is acquainted with all their ways ; bur 
to be blamed for, and for which he was after hum-| to fhew how confident he was of his innocence, 
bled and repented of : and that mine adverfary had| and how little he feared the ftri¢teft and clofeft exa- 
written a book, or the man of my contention® ; ei-| mination of his ways and works, knowing that he 


had 
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fear of the one, or the contempt of the other, he 
went out from his houfe through the ftreet to the 
court of judicature, took his place on the bench, 
and gave judgment in favour of thofe that were 
opprefied, though the multitude was againft them, 
and even perfons and families of note: of thus, 
though I could have put a great multitude to fear, 
yet the moft contemptible perfons in any family, fo 
Aben Ezra and Ben Gerfom interpret that phrafe, 
the meaneft perfon, or but a beggar, if his caufe 
was juft, terrified him; or fuch was the fear of God 
upon him, that he durft do no other than to do 
him juftice ; fo that he could not open his mouth 
againft him, or ftir out of doors to do him the 
leaft injury ; though perhaps it may be beft of all, 
with Schultens, to confider thefe words as an im- 
precation, that if what he had faid before from ver. 
24. was not true; if he was not clear from idolatry 
figurative and literal, from a malicious and revenge- 
ful fpirit, from inhofpitality and unkindnefs to 
ftrangers, from palliating, excufing, and exte- 
nuating his fins; then as if he fhould fay, may I 
be frighted with a tumult, or a multitude of peo- 
ple, and terrified with the public contempt of fa- 
milies ; may I be as filent as a mope in my own 
houfe, and never dare to ftir out of doors, or fhew 
my face, or fee the face of any man any more: and 
then, before he had quite finifhed his account of 
himfelf, breaks out in the following manner. 

¥. 35. Ob, that one would hear me! &c.} Or 
who will give me a bearer’? Oh, that I had one, 
not a hearer of him as a teacher and inftructor of 
many, as he had been, ch, iv. 3. or only to hear 
what he had delivered in this chapter ; but to hear 
his caufe, and hear him plead his own caufe in a 
judiciary way ; he does not mean an ordinary hear- 
er, one that comes out of curiofity into courts of 
judicature to hear caufes tried, what is faid on both 
fides, and how they will iffue ; but as Bar Tzemach 
paraphrafes it, ‘* who fhall give me a judge that 
fhall hear me,” that would hear his caufe patient- 
ly, examine it thoroughly, and judge impartially, 
which is the bufinefs of judges to do, Deut. i. 16, 
17. he did not care who it was, if he had bur fuch 
an one; though he feems to have refpect to God 
himfelf, from what he fays in the next claufe, and 
wifhes that he would but hear, try, and judge his 
caufe: bebold, my defire is that the dlmighty would 
anfwer me anfwer to what he had faid, or had 
further to fay in his own defence; this is a requeft 
he had made before, and now repeats it, fee ch. 
xiii, 22. and xxiii. 3,4, 5. Some render it, behold 
my mark, or {cope” ; fo Mr. Broughton, behold my 
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had lived with all good confcience unto that day :|oney, 8&c.] Or, the firength thereof without filver ® ; 
and as a prince would I go near unto him; either|{ee Gen. iv. 12. filver being the money chiefly in 
he fhould confider fuch an hearer, and judge of his|ufe in thofe times. od’s meaning is, that he ate 
caufe he defired, as a prince, and reverence and re-|not any thing of the fruits and increafe of his own 
fpect him as fuch ; he fhould be as dear unto him, |land, without having paid forthe fame, which he 
though his adverfary that contended with him, as a}would have done, if he had got hisland out’ of the 
prince ; and he fhould be as ambitious of an ac-|hands of the right owners of it, by deceit or vio- 
quaintance with him as with a prince: or rather he jlence ; or if he had not paid his workmen for 
means that he himfelf as a. prince, in-a princely |plowing, fowing, reaping, &c. or if he had de- 
manner, and with a princely fpirit, fhould draw|/manded the fruits of the earth of his tenants, to 
nigh to his judge, to anfwer to the bill in writing}whom he had let out his farms, without giving 
again{t him ; that he fhould not come upto the barjthem a proper price for them: or have caujed the 
like a malefactor, that fhews guilt in his counte-|owners thereof to lofe their life; as Fexebel caufed 
nance, and by his trembling limbs, and fhrinking|Nadoth to lofe his, who was the original proprie- 
back, not caring to come nigh, but chufing rather|tor, that 4hadb might poflefs it ; or it may fignify 
to ftand at a diftance, or get off and efcape if hejtenants, to whom od let out fields, but did not 
could ; but on the other hand, ed would go up|{tarve them by letting them hard leafes, or lands on 
to his judge, and to the judgment-feat, with all the}hard terms, fo that they could not live upon them ; 
ftatelinefs of a prince, with an heroic, intrepid, and|or it may defign the tillers of the land, as Farchi 
undaunted fpirit ; like a bold prince,as Mr. Brough-\and Bar Tzemach ; thofe that wrought in it, the fer- 
ton renders the word; fee ch. xxiii. 3. vants that were employed in plowing, &c. to whom 

y. 38. If my land cry againft me, 8c.| Some}wages were due, and who had not too hard Jabour 
think that this and the two following verfes ftand impofed upon them, to the endangering of their 
out of their place, and fhould rather follow after lives ; or he did not affié? and grieve‘ them, as 
y¥. 34. and fonie place them after ¥. 25. andothers fome verfions ; or make their lives bitter, through 
after ¥. 8. but this is the order of them in all co- jhard bondage and fervice, as the Jraelites in 
pies and verfions, as they ftand in our bibles ; and | Zgypt. 


here, after Fob had-exprefied his defire to have a 
hearer and judge of his caufe and his charge exhi- 


¥. 40. Let thiftles grow inftead of wheat, and 
cockle inftead of barley, &c.] This is an impreca- 


bited in writing, and his confidence of the iffue of |tion of 0’s, in which he wifhes that if what he 


it, fhould it be granted ; returns to his former fub- 
ject, to clear himfelf from any notorious vice, he 
was fufpected of, or charged with ; and as he had 
gone through what might refpect him in private 
life, here he gives another inftance in public life, 
with which he concludes ; namely, purging him- 
felf from tyranny and oppreffion, with which his 
friends had charged him without any proof ; and 
he denies that the land he lived on, was poffeffed 
of, and of which he was the proprietor, cried 
again{t him, as being unjuftly gotten, either by 
fraud, or by force, from others; or as being ill 
ufed by him, either as being too much cultivated, 
having never any reft, or lying fallow; and fo much 
weakened and drained of its ftrength, or neglected 
and over-run with weeds, thorns, and thiftles ; or 
on account of the dreffers and tillers of it, being 
badly dealt with, either over-worked, or not having 
fufficiency of food, or their wages detained from 


had faid was not true, or if he was guilty of the 
crimes he denied, that when and where he fowed 
wheat, thorns or thiftles might come up inftead of 
it, or tares, as fome Fewi/b writers ‘ interpret it 3 
and that when and where he fhould fow barley, 
cockle, or darnel, or any /tinking or hurtful weed *, 
as the word fignifies, might fpring up in room of 
it; refpect feems to be had to the original curfe 
upon the é€arth, and by the judgment of God 
is fometimes the cafe, that afruitful land is turned 
into barrenefs for the wickednefs of them that dwell 
in it, Gen, iii. 18. Pf cvii. 34. the words of Fob 
are ended ; which is either faid by himfelf, at the 
clofe of his fpeech; thus far, fays ¥od, and no far« 
ther, having faid enough in his own defence, and 
for the confutation of his antagonifts, and fo clofes 
in a way of triumph: or elie this was added by 
Mojes, {uppofed to have written this book ; or by 
fome other hand, as Ezra, upon the revife of it, 


them ; all which are crying fins, and by reafon of|and other books of the old teftament, when put in 
which the land by a figure may be faid to cry outjorder by him: and thefe were the laft words of 
as the ftone out of the wall, and the beam out of| 70) to his friends, and in vindication of himfelf ; 


the timber, becaufe of the fins of fpoil, violence, 
oppreffion, and covetoufnefs, Had. ii. 11. or that 
the furrows likewife thereof complain , or weep*, on 
account of the like ill ufage. archi, and fo the 
Midrafh, interpret this of not allowing the forgot- 
ten fheaf and corner of the field to the poor, and 
detaining the tithes ; and of plowing and making 
furrows with: an ox and an afs together ; but the 
laws refpecting thefe things were not yet in being ; 
and if they had been, were only binding on I/rael- 
ites, and not on Yod, and the men of his coun- 


try. ; , 
is 39. If Ihave eaten the fruits thereof without 
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for though there is fomewhat more faid afterwards 
by him, and but little, yet to God, and by way 
of humiliation, acknowledging his fin, and repent- 
ance for it with fhame and abhorrence ; fee ch. xl. 
3,4, 5. and xliii 16. ‘Farchi, and fo the Mid- 
rafo, underftand this concluding claufe as an impre- 
cation of Fod’s ; that if he had done otherwife than 
he had declared, he wifhes that thefe might be his 
laft words, and he become dumb, and never open 
his mouth more; but, as Bar Tzemach obferves, 
the fimple fenfe is, that his words were now com- 
pleated and finifhed, juft as the prayers of David, 
the fon of Feffe, are faid to be, Pf. lxxii. 20. 


CHAP. 
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O B's three friends being filenced, and having 

no more to fay in reply to him, £izbu of whole 
defcent fome account is given, a by-ftander and 
hearer of the whole difpute between them, rifes 
up as a moderator, and expreffes fome warmth 
both againft them and od, y-. 1—5. he makes an 
apology for engaging in this controverfy, by rea- 
fon of his youth, and they being advanced in years, 
y. 6,7. but fince there is a {pirit in man, that 
gives underftanding to men of every age, and old 
men are not always wife, he defires they would 
hearken to him whilft he delivered his fentiments 
on the fubject in debate, ¥. 8, 9, 10. and hopes to 
be heard patiently, fince he had waited until they 
had faid all they had to fay, and had clofely attend- 
ed to it, and which fell fhort of convincing Fod ; 
and this he was obliged to fay, left they fhould be 
wife in their own conceit, and attribute that to 
men which belongs to God, ¥. 11, 12, 13. he 
propofes to take a new method with 7od, different 
from theirs ; and now they hearing all this from 
a young man, they were filled with amazement, 
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he concluded himfelf to be quit and clear of the 
charge they had broughragainft him ; but they ra- 
ther, according to our verfion, contain a reafon 
why they ceafed to anfwer him ; becaufe they 
thought him felf-conceited, felf-willed, obftinate, 
and incorrigible ; not open to conviction, ftiffly in- 
fifting on his own innocence, not allowing that he 
was guilty of any fin or fins, which were the caufe 
of his afflictions ; otherwife in the article of jutti- 
fication before God Fob was no felf-righteous man, 
nor was he fo charged by his friends ; to fay he 
was isto abufe his character, and is contrary to 
that which God himielf has given of him ; nor 
would he have fo highly commended him as to 
fugeeft there was none like him on earth, when 
of all men in the world there aré none more abo- 
minable to God than a felf-righteous man; fee 
If. \xv. 4, Luke xvi. 15. and Xviii. 14. 
trary to Job's knowledge of and faith in Chriff, 
as his living redeemer, Yob xix. 25. and to many 
clear and ftrong expreflions, confeffing his fin, dif- 
claiming perfection, and declaring himfelf no felf- 


and ftruck with filence ; and after he had waited a|jufticiary, ch. vil. 20. and ix. 2, 20, 3%, 32, 


while to obferve whether they would fay any thing 
or no, he determined to take his turn, and fhew his 


33: 
y.2. Then was kindled the wrath of Ekihu the 


opinion alfo, ¥. 14—17. and the rather becaufe he fon of Barachel rhe Buzite, &c.| Both again Fob 


was full of arguments, he was defirous to propofe 
them, and was uneafy until he had brought them 
out ; and which he was refolved todo with all im- 
partiality and integrity, ¥. 18—22. 


¥. 1. Sothefe three men ceafed to anfwer Fob, &c. | 
His three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shubite, and Zophar the Naamathite, who came to 
vifit and comfort him under his afflictions ; but un- 
awares were led into a controverfy with him, occa- 


and his three friends, for reafons after given; who 
this perfon was is not eafy to fay; they debafe him 
too much, who make him to be Balaam the footh- 
fayer, according to the tradition of the Fews*; for 
neither the time he lived in, nor his character will 
agree with him; this man living before the times of 
Balaam ; and being alfo a holy, good man, which all 
his difcourfes fhew: and they too much exalt him 
who make him to be Chri#; for though fome 
phrafes being ftrained, may feem to agree with him, 


fioned by fome rath and impatient expreffions of}and fome things in the fignification of his name, 


his ; which controverfy had been carried on be- 
tween them a confiderable time, but now dropped ; 
they grew weary of it, and now refted themielves 
as men do on a fabbath, as the word fignifies ; they 
fet themfelves down, and made no reply to 7od’s 
vindication of himfelf, not caring to give them- 
felves any further trouble, or labour the point any 
more and longer, perceiving it was all to no pur- 
pote’: or and thefe three men ceafed, &c. the latt 
words of the preceding chapter are, the words of 
Fob are ended; and the copulative and connects 
thefe with them, and fhews that thefe men alfo had 
done fpeaking ; fo that the difpute was clofed be- 
tween fob and them, and the way was clear for an- 
other difputant that might think fit to enter, as 
Elibu did after-mentioned : Lecaufe be was righteous 
in bis own byes ; fome take this to exprefs the ftate 
of the queftion between them, rendering the words, 
that he was righteous, &c‘. Thenotion his friends 
had of him was, that he was righteous in his own 
account, and as he profeffed to be, and might fo 
feem to others:; but was a wicked man, and an 
hypocrite, as his afflictions fhewed ; this point 
they had been labouring to prove, but upon 7oé’s 
long and clear vindication of his integrity, they 
_ceafed to defend it: others fuppofe the words to be 
an inference of Yob’s from their filence; therefore 
be was righteous, &c. they making no reply to him 


f HITY NIM 'D quod ille (tantum) juftus in oculis fuis, 
Quaft. feu Traditiones in Gen. fol. 69. D.- So Bolducius, 


and the names of his anceftors, may be thought to 
anfwer to him; Elibu fignifying, my God is he ; the 
fon of Barachel, the fon of the bleffed God of the 
kindred of Ram, of the high and holy line; the 
Buzite, one de/pifed and reproached; yet there are 
other things that cannot be faid of him, as parti- 
cularly in ver. 22. and befides, the Meffiah feems 
to be ipoken of by him as another perfon, ch. xxxiii, 
23, 24. it is very probable that he was one of od’s 
relations that was come to vifit him in his melancholy 
circumftances, had been a by-{tander, and an hearer 
of the whole difpute between ob and his friends, 
with the management of which he was not a little 
difpleafed ; he is defcribed by his defcent, when Job's 
other three friends are not, becaufe he was a young 
man, and not known as they were: and this feryes 
to fhew the truth of this hiftory, that it is not a 
mere apologue, or fable, but a real fact; though 
who his father Barachel the Buzite was, cannot ea- 
fily be determined; it is probable he was a de- 
(cendant of Buz, the fon of Nabor, Abrabam’s 
brother, Ge. xxil. 20, 21. Of this opinion are 
Aben Ezra and Ben Gerfom; unlefS it can be 
thought he was fo called from the city Buz, of 
which he might be an inhabitant, mentioned a 
with Dedaz and Tema, places in Edom or Idumea, 
where or near to which ‘od lived: of the kindred of 
Ram ; according to the Targum, of the kindred of 
_ Abrabam, 
Schmidt,  T.Hierof. Sotah, fol. one ms 
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Abrakam, in which it is ‘followed by other Yewi/2| declares his ignorance of that correction, and ob- 


writers"; and fome even take him to be J/zac, the 
fon of Abraham'; Aben Ezra thinks he is the 
fame with Ram the father of Amminadab, Ruth 
‘iv. 19. but he is abundantly too late for this man 
to be of his kindred ; others take him to be the 
fame with Aram, the fon of Kemuel, a brother of Buz, 
Gen. xxii. 21. thefe names being ufed for one ano- 
ther, either by adding or removing a letter; fee 
Mait. i. 3. compared with Ruth iv. 19. againft 
Job was his wrath kindled, becaufe be juftified bim- 
felf rather than God; not that he made himfelf 
more juft than God, he could never think or fay 
fo, fee ch.iv. 17. nor that he was juft before him 
or by him; for he was fo in an evangelic, though 
not in a legal fenfe,; and £/zhu would not have been 
difpleafed with him, for afferting that ; he did not 
deny that Fob was a righteous man in the fight of 
God ; nor that he was righteous, and in the right in 
the fight of God, with refpect co the controverfy 
between him and his friends; nor did he blame him 
for juftifying himfelf from their charges ; but that 
he juttified himfelf more than God; fo the Fewifh 
writers generally “render it ; he fpent more time, 
and infifted longer on his own juftification, than 
upon the juftification of God in the dealings of his 
providence with him ; he was more careful of his 
own character and -reputation than he was of the 
honour of God, and the glory of his juftice ; he 
faid more for himfelf than he did for God ; and this 
difpleafed Elibuy it gave this good man fome con- 
cern, that, though od did not directly charge God 
with unrighteoufnefs in his dealings withhim, yet by 
confequence ; and he expreffed himfelf in fuch lan- 
guage that would bear fuch a conftruction, whether 
it was his real fenfe or no; and to hear him com- 
plain fo heavily of God, and at the fame time en- 
large fo much on his own innocence, and to im- 
portune in fo bold and daring a manner to have a 
hearing of his caufe; thefe things being obferved 
by Euibu, raifed his choler and indignation. 
¥. 3. Allo againft bis three friends was bis wrath 
kindled, &c.| He did not take part with either fide, 
but blamed both, and took upon him to be a mo- 
derator between them, and deal impartially with 
them: what highly difpleafed him, and raifed his 
fpirit againft the three friends of Fob was, because 
they bad found no anfwer , they were at a lofs for 
one, for a fufficient one; they had all of them 
been anfwering him in their turns again and 
again, but with nothing to the purpofe, not 
with any thing conclufive and convincing; and 
particularly they could find, and give no anfwer 
to Fob’s laft vindication of himfelf: and yet bad 
condemned Job ; as a very wicked man, and an hy- 
pocrite, for no other reafon but becaufe he was af- 
flicted ; and they ftill perfifted in their fentiment, 
though od had fo fully cleared himfelf, and put 
them to entire filence; this exafperated Elibu, to 
obferve thefe men to retain fo unreafonable a fenti- 
ment, to pronounce’ fuch a rafh fentence, and yet 
could make no reply to obs defence of himéfelf. 
‘archi fays, this place is one of the corrections of 
the Scribes, it having been formerly written God 
inftead of Fob ; as if the fenfe was, that Elibu was 
provoked with them, becaufe by their filence they 
had condemned the Lord, not vindicating his ho- 
nour and glory as became them; but 4éen Ezra 


h Jarchi, Bar Tzemach, &c. 
Ben Gerfom. Se 
= 9’? IN VYyYY minimus ego 
recefit fuo loco, Caftel. col. 036. 


1 T. Hierof. Sotah. fol. 20. 4. 
: 1 t°19"9 diebus, Beza, Montanus, Merccrus ; quod ad dics, Schule 

diebus, Montanus; parvus diebus fum, Mercerus, Ds 
° Sephorno, 


ferves, that they that fay fo, knew what was hid 


from him. 


¥. 4. Now Elihu had waited sill Job bad fpoken; 


&c.] Made an end of fpeaking, until he had thus 
exprefled himfelf, she words of Job are ended; and 
waited likewife until his three friends had faid all 
they had to fay, and which is here fuppofed and 
implied, as appears by what follows: decaufe they 
were elder than he ; it may be added from the ori- 
ginal text, iz, or as to days'; more days had gone 
over their heads than over his ; they had lived long- 
er in the world than he, and therefore did not take 
upon him to fpeak till they had done; he, as be- 
came a young man, was fwift to hear,. and.flow to 
fpeak ; that they were old men, appears from 
what Elipbaz fays, ch. xv. 10. 


¥. 5. When Elihu jew that there was no anfwer 


in the mouth of thefe three men, &c.| That could 
be called an anfwer; nay, when he perceived they 
were quite nonplufled and filenced, though men 
of years and experience, and reputed wife and 
knowing: then his wrath was kindled, his fpirit 
was itirred up; his heart was hot within him ; he 
burned with anger again{t thofe men; he was all on 
fire, as it were, and wanted to vent his refent- 
ment. 


¥.6, And Elihu the fon of Barachel she Buzite 


anfwered and faid, &c.| Since there was no anfwer 
inthem, he takes upon him to give one himfelf s 
but firft makes an apology on account of his youth : 


Tam young, and ye are very old, or few of days; a 
few days, comparatively fpeaking, had he lived in - 
the world ; or /mall, or little as to days™s; he had 
been but a little time in it, and fo could be thought 
to have but little knowledge and experience ; where- 
as they were old, even very old; with them were 
the aged and the grey-headed, ch. xv. to. in 
whom it might have been expected was much wif- 
dom and knowledge: wherefore I was afraid, and 
durft not foew mine opinion ; declare what know- 
ledge he had of the things‘in difpute, left it fhould 
appear mean, {mall, and contemptible; or give his 
fentiments concerning them, left he fhould fpeak 
wrong, and not only give offence, but do more 
hurt than good: the firft of thefe words in the 4- 
rabic language" , as Aben Ezra obferves, fignifies 
to go back ; it is ufed of worms, which, thro’ fear, 
withdraw themfelves from men ; fo mean an opinion 
had he of himfelf, and fuch a fenfe of his own weak- 
nefs, that it not only kept him back, but even 
caufed him to draw back, and keep out of the dif- 
pute, and at a diftance from it,’ inftead of being 
forward to engage in it: one Yewi/h commentator * 
paraphrafes it ** | humbled myfelt as one that goes 
on his belly ;” referring to worms that go low and 
creep upon their belly, or to the proftrate pofture 
of men that humble themfelves to their fuperiors. 
¥. 7. I faid, days fhould fpeak, &c.} That is, 
men of days, of many days, who have lived many 
days and years in the world: man,in common is but 
of few days, even the moft that men arrive to; 
are but few; and fome indeed are very few, in com- 
parifon of whom others may be faid to be men of 
days, or to have lived many days; and to fuch it be- 
longs to fpeak, it is their place, nor fhould they be 
prevented or interrupted ; it fhould be allowed them 
to fpeak, nor fhould they be hindered ; and - is 
thei? 


k Jarchi, Aben Ezra; 
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their duty to fpeak and inftruét juniors, and all that 
are under them; and it might be’ reafonably ex- 
pected, that when they {peak it will be to the pur- 
pofe, and to profit and edification : and multitude 
of years foould teach wifdoms; that is, fuch over 
whom many years have pafled; thefe it may be 
thought, having had an opportunity of making 
their obfervation on things, and of increafing expe- 
rience, and of treafuring up a ftock of knowledge, 
they fhould be very capable of, and indeed, the 
only fit pérfons to teach others wifdom ; either na- 
tural wifdom, or the knowledge of natural things ; 
or divine wifdom, the knowledge of God, of his 
perfections and providences ; and inward, {piricual, 
and evangelical wifdom, which lies in the know- 
ledge of a man’s felf ; in the knowledge of God in 
Chrift; in the knowledge of Chri and of the gof- 
pel of Chrift, and the truths of it: this was a fenti- 
ment E/ibu had entertained of ancient men, and 
this had reftrained him from entering fooner into 
this debate between Fob and his friends ; they all 
being his fuperiors in age, and as from thence he 
judged, in wifdom and knowledge alfo. 

y¥.8. But there is a /pirit in man, &c.] This 
feems to be a correction of his former fentiment 5 
the confideration of which gave him encourage- 
ment, though young, to declare his opinion, fiance 
there is a {pirit in men, both young and olds; and 
wherever that be, there is an ability to fpeak, and 
a capacity of teaching wifdom; which is not tied 
to age, but may be found in young men as well as 
in old men: fome by this underftand the rational 
foul, or fpirit, which is immaterial, immortal, is of 
God, and is in man; and the rather it is thought 
this is meant, becaufe it is in every man, where- 
by he has knowledge of many things, natural 
and divine, and particularly is capable of try- 
ing and judging things, of difcerning the dif 
ference between one thing and another, and of rea- 
foning and difcourfing upon them ; and this being 
wobferved by Elihu, and he being confcious to him- 
felf of having fuch a fpirit in him, was embold- 
ened to engage in the debate, though a young man ; 
but if fuch a fpirit is meant, the words may be ren- 
dered to fuch a fenfe, verily, truly, indeed there is 
fuch a rational /pirit in man, which makes him ca- 
pable of knowing many things, but the in/piration 
of the Almighty, &c°. it is not owing to the rational 
powers and faculties of the foul of man, and the 
ufe of them, that a man becomes capable of teach- 
ing others wifdom ; but to his foul or fpirit. being 
infpired by the Almighty; and fuch a one be he 
young or old, that God breathes into, and he is 
under his infpiration, he is the man fit to engage in 
fuch work: though I rather think, that in this 
firft claufe the Spirit of God is meant, and fo Far- 
chi ; who is an increated, infinite, and eternal Spi- 
rit; is of God, and is put into men; for he is not 
in men naturally, nor in every one ; and where he 
is, he is given, and there he abides ; and it is from 
him men have their wifdom and knowledge ; it is 
he that makes men know themfelves, that fearches 
the deep things of God, and reveals them to men, 
and that is the fpirit of wifdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of Chrif?, and leads into all truth, 
as it is in him ; though rather the {pirit in his gifts, 
than in his {piritual faving grace is here meant ; and 
fo does not point to every good man in common, 


\ 
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Spirit fuperior to others; and fo the Targum inter- 
prets it of the fpirit of prophecy ; and on whony 


foever this refts, whether on young or old, he is 
fit to teach men wifdom : and the infpiration of the 


' Almighty giveth them underfianding ; not the foul of 


man, or breath of God infpired by him, which is 
the candle of the Lord, fearching the inward parts 
of men; for that leaves him without underftand- 
ing of things of the greateft importance: rather 
as the Targum, the Word of God, the effential 
Word, the Son of God, who gives an underftand- 
ing of the beft things, 1 Yobn, v. 20. but better, 
the Spirit of God, by whom the {criptures were 


‘infpired, and who is breathed into men, Yobn, xx. 


21. and is a fpirit of underftanding to them; for 
though a man has an underftanding of natural 
things, yet not of things fpiritual ; to have an un- 
derftanding of them is the fpecial gift of God, and 
is in particular the work of the Spirit of God: E- 
libu now having fome reafon to believe that he had 
the Spirit of God, and was under his infpiration, 
and was favoured with knowledge and underftand- 


‘ing by him, is encouraged, though young, to in- 
.terpofe in this difpute between Fob iid hie friends, 


and declare his opinion on the matter in debate - 
and which leads him to make an obfervation fome- 
what different from his former fentiment, as fol- 
lows. 
¥. 9. Great men are not always wife, &c.} Men 
of grandeur and dignity, as ¥0d’s friends might 
be, the rich, the honourable, and noble ; the apo- 
{tle is thought to refer to this, at leaft to exprefs 
the fentiment contained init, 1 Cor. i.26. or the 


‘great in quantity, the many, the multitude ; and 


therefore are not to be followed in principle or prac- 
tice ; or that are great in years, well ftricken in 
age, have lived long in the world, fo fome ver- 
fions »; or are doctors, teachers of others, mafters 
in [/rael, as Nicodemus, and yet ignorant ; all thefe 


}may be wife in natural, civil, and worldly things, 


though this is not always the cafe; but not wife 
and knowing in divine and fpiritual things, parti- 
cularly in thofe refpeéting the caufes and reafons 
of God’s providential dealings with men, affli&tin 

the righteous, and fuffering the wicked to profper 
which is more fully explained in the next claufe : 
neither do the aged underftand judgment; what is 
right and wrong, the difference between truth and 
error, and particularly the judgments of God, 
which are unfearchable, and his ways paft finding 


‘out ; even fo to underftand them as to obferve 


and acknowledge his fovereignty, wi 
and faithfulnefsin them. : ‘0 ace 

¥. 10. Therefore I faid, hearken to me, &c.} 
Thou, O Fob, and every one of you his friends 
for the word is fingular ; though I am but a young, 
man, yet if I have the Spirit of God, and am un- 
der the infpiration of the Almighty, I may be 
able to fay fomething to you worth your hearing : 
I alfo will foew mine opinion; for though for a while 
he was timorous and fearful of doing it, left he 
fhould miftake and expofe himfelf, yet having duly 
weighed and confidered the above things, he was 
determined to do it, 

¥. 11. Bebold I waited for your words, 8&c.} 
With great defire, with great eagernefs and earneft- 


nefs, in hope of meeting with arguments fully fa-— 


tisfying and convincing ; he waited for them, as 


but to fuch who are favoured with the gifts of the| for the rain, and the latter rain, to be revived, re- 


© So Vatablus, Beza. 
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- frethed, and edified therewith; and he patiently 
- waited until they had done fpeaking : I gave ear to 
your reafons, or underfiandings*; endeavoured to 
get into the fenfe and meaning of their words ; not 
only attended to what they did fay, but to what 
he thought they meant to fay: fome are not fo 
happy in their expreffions; and yet, by what they 
do fay, with clofe attention it may be underftood 
what they aim at, what is their drift and defign ; 
this Elihu was careful to attain unto, not barely to 
hear their words, but penetrate, if poffible, into 
their meaning: whilf ye fearched out what to fay ; 
for they did not make their replies to Hod imme- 
diately, and fay what came uppermoft at once, but 
they took time to think of things, and to fearch 
out for the moft.forcible arguments to refute Fo, 
and ftrengthen their caufe 5 it is very probable they 
made a paufe at the end of every fpeech of 7od’s, 
and confidered what was proper to be faid in reply, 
and perhaps confulted each other. 

v.12. Yea, I attended unto you, &c.] Very 
clofely, with great application and diligence, en- 
deavouring to get, as it were, within them, and 
thoroughly underftand the meaning of what they 
faid: and bebold there was none of you that convinced 
Fob ; which was not owing to his obftinacy, but to 
want of proof in them, their words and arguments ; 
they had charged. 7od highly, as particularly £/z- 
phaz, ch. xxii. 5; 6, 7, 8,9. but then they failed 
in their proof; they produced nothing to fupport 
their allegations : or that anfwered bis words; the 
arguments and reafons he gave in proof of his own 
innocence and uprightnefs, or the inftances he pro- 
duced, fhewing that God often afflicted good men, 
and fuffered the wicked to profper; and therefore 
no argument could be drawn from God’s dealings 
with men, proving they were either of this or the 
other character, good or bad men. 

y.13. Left ye foould fay, we have found out wif- 
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is if Connection with the former, either that 
they found it was the wifeft method they could 
take with Fo) to be filent, and leave him to him- 
felf, left they fhould add to his affli€tion; to which 
Farchi inclines, who paraphrafes it, ** we found 
wifdom by our filence, that we may’nt provoke him 
any, more ;” which, if their fenfe, fhews more 
tendernefs and compaffion than they had hitherto 
exprefied, and anfwers pretty much to the advice 
given 2 Cor, ii. 6, 7. or elfe their meaning is; that 
they found it the beft and wifeft way to leave him 
with God, he being fo obftinate and incortigibles 
that none but God could move him; it was not in 
the power of men, or of words ufed by men, to 
make him fenfible of things; or rather the mean- 
ing is, Eiibu was obliged to tell them, that none 
of them had convinced od, of anfwered his argu- 
ments, left they fhould fay, we have found outa 
wife and ftrong argument, proving the charge 
brought againft him, that he muft be a wicked 
man and an hypocrite, fince God has fo forely af 
flicted him, and thruft him down from all his 
grandeur and dignity ; which no man could ever 
have done, and God would not, if he had not been 
the man we fuppofe him to be; now Eiibu’s view 
is to obferve to them, that there was nothing in this 
argument convincing, in which they imagined fo 
much wifdom lay. °/0d’s afflictions indeed were of 
God, and not men ; and which he often owns him- 
felf ; but this was no proof or argument of his be- 
ing a wicked man: Mr. Broughton renders the 
words, ** The Omnipotent doth tofs him, not 
man.” 

y. 14. Now be hath not direfted his words againft 
me, &c.| Thatis, Fob had not directed his fpeech 
to him, or levelled his areuments againft him; he 
had not fet himfelf and his words in battle array 
againft him, as the word fignifies; he had not 
lafhed and irritated him as he had them ; and there= 


dom, &c.] They were left to themfelves, and not] fore he came into the difpute calm and unprovoked, 
direéted to take the proper methods of convincing|having nothing in view but truth, the glory of 
Fob, and an{wering his arguments ; left they fhould|God, and the good of ¥ob; and therefore hoped 
be wife in their own conceits, and attribute toojfor better fuccefs than they had had : neither will I 
much to themfelves ; “or E/#hu told them this, that] an/wer him with your /peeches ; he propofed to take 
they had not convicted Fob, though they had con-}a new and different method from them, as he dids 
demned him, nor anfwered his arguments, though}for he never charges ‘fob with any fin or fins, or a 
they had left off fpeaking ; and this he was obliged]}courfe of living in a finful manner, before thofe af- 
to fay, and that for the reafon before obferved : for} flictions came upon him, and as the caufe of them 5 
all wifdom is of God, and not to be found out,{he only takes notice of what was amifs in him fince 
or acquired by men; not natural wifdom, that is|his afflictions, and what dropped from him in the 
not of men, but of God, and efpecially fuperna-{heat of this controverfy, rafh and unbecoming 


tural wifdom, or the knowledge of divine and 
fpiritual things, and the reafon of God’s dealings 
with the fons of men in the different manner he 


fpeeches, which reflected upon the honour and juf- 
tice of God ; and if he made ufe of any words and 
arguments fimilar to their’s, yet to another purpofe; 


does, fee ch. xxviii. 12, 13. 20, 28. God thrufteth|and in a milder and gentler manner. 


him down, not man: fome think Eiibu fays this in 
reference to himfelf, whom God would make ufe 
of as an inftrument to convince ¥cb and anfwer his 


¥.15. They were amazed, &c.} They were like 
perfons thunder-ftruck, quite furprized and afto- 
nifhed to hear a young man talk after this manner: 


arguments ; and that he would afcribe this not to|¢hey anfwered no more; as they had ceafed to anfwer 
himfelf but to God; they took a natural way to|7od, they did not undertake to anfwer Elibu, who 
convince od, which failed, that they might not be}had plainly told them their arguments were not 
proud of their own wifdom ; he fhould take a more|convincing ; their anfwers were no anfwers, and 
divine and fpiritual method, and if he fucceeded,|that they had done a wrong thing in condemning 
he fhould give all the glory to God, and afcribe|‘%od without proof ; and that which they thought 


nothing to himfelf: as in the conviétion and con- 
verfion of a finner, though minifters are inftruments, 
it is not by might or power of men, but by the 
Spirit of the Lord‘of hofts ; it is God that thrutts 
down man from a vain opinion he has of himfelf; 
that convinces him of fin, that takes him off of his 
own righteoufnefs, and humbles him, and lays him 


low at his feet: but they rather feem to be the words {be departed from them.” 
of Yob’s friends, as related by Elibu; and the fenfe * 


Janius & Tremellius. 


Vor. III. N° 14, - 
om 


their greateft wifdom and ftrongeft argument, had 
no wifdom nor ftrength in it; namely, which was 
taken from his fore afflictions by the hand of God : 
they left off [peaking ; or words departed from them; 
as Farchi ; their fpeech left them, they feemed de- 
prived of it: Mr. Broughton renders the wholes 
‘¢ they fhrink away, do fpeak no more; fpeeches 


y. 16 
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¥.16. When I had waited, &c.] To obferve 
whether they would make any reply to what he had: 
faid, or any objection to his engaging in the con- 
troverfy : for they fpake not; were as mute as fifhes, 
but fiood fill, like ftatues, had no power to!move. 
neither to fit down nor to depart; but were as if 
all life, fenfe, and motion were gone from them: 
and anfwered no more ; or not at all; for it does not 
appear that they had given him any an{wer before, 
as well as not now. 

y.17. I faid I will anfwer alfo my part, &c.) 
Or take his turn in giving an anfwer to 7ob; what 
they had given being quite infufficient and unfuit- 
able: I alfo will foew mine opinion ; knowledge, or 

-fentiment ; this for a while he was fearful of doing, 
but upon a thorough and ferious confideration of 
things, he determined upon it, and now repeats it, 
to aflure he would do it; the reafons of which 
follow. 

y.18. For I am full of matter, &c.| Or full of 
qwords*’ ; not of mere words, fuch that have no- 
thing folid and fubftantial in them; this is the cha- 
rater of a fool, Eccl. x. 14. nor was Elihu a lo- 
quacious, talkative man, as od is charged to be, a 
man full of talk, ch. xi. 2. but he was full of 
words, which had fulnefs of matter in them, which 
were to the purpofe, and contained ftrong reafon- 
ings and folid arguments 3 his mind was full of 
them, and he could eafily fill his mouth with them, 
and was not eafy until he had uttered them: fo 
an able minifter of the word may be faid to be full 
of words, of the wholfome words of our Lord Je- 
fus, of ufeful doctrines, when the word of Cbrifi 
dwells richly in him, and he has a rich treafure in 
an earthen veffel, is full of the bleffing of the gof- 
pel of Chri; has a large knowledge of gofpel 
truths, a real experience of them in the heart, 
great gifts to exprefs them to others, and is full of 
power and of the Spirit of God, to declare them as 
this good man was: the Spirit within me conftraineth 
me, or the fpirit of my belly*; alluding to wind 
pent up therein, which, unlefs expelled, gives 
great uneafinefs and pain: he either means the Spi- 
rit of God within him, as in ver. 8. by whom the 
prophets were infpired and fpoke, by whom ordi- 
nary minifters of the word are qualified for their 
work, and by whom they are led into all truth, and 
who preffles and obliges them to fpeak what they 
know ; there is a neceflity upon them to preach the 
gofpel wholly and faithfully, and a woe unto them 
if they do not: or elfe hisown fpirit, influenced and 
aétuated by the Spirit of God ; as the fpirit of the 
apoftle Paul was ftirred up in him to fpeak, when 
he faw the idolatry and fuperftition of the people 
of Athens, Adis xvii. 16. fo love to God and Corift, 
and the fouls of men, the honour of God, and inte- 
reftof religion, conftrain the minifters of Chri? to 
fpeak in his name, notwithftanding all the oppo- 
fition made unto them, and reproach caft upon 
them. 

yr. 19. Behold my belly is as wine, which hath no 
vent, &c.} Or, is not opened*, like a bottle of 
wine, as-Ben Gerfom, which is ftopt clofe, and the 

“wine in it new; which is moft apt to ferment, and 

fhould have vent given it; fo the Targum, “‘ as 

“© new wine, which is not opened :” in the fame|perfon, &c.] Neither the perfon of 

manner farchi and Bar ‘zemach interpretit ; in thefe| of ae shade and affliction, eR Latch 

words, Eiibu illuftrates by a metaphor taken from]|to pity and commiferation, and affecting to get a 

new wine put into bottles and clofe {topt, what he] good name from others for it; nor the perfon 0 his 
pirma, } 


had before more literally and properly exprefied, 
and fo in the following claufe: it is ready to burft 
like new bottles ; or perhaps it may be better ren- 
dered, like botiles of new wine’; for new bottles — 
are not fo apt to burft as old ones, and efpecially 
when they have mew wine in them; the bottles of 
the ancients, and in the eaftern countries, being 
made of fkin, which better agrees with what our 
Lord fays, Mats. ix. 17. by his belly he means his 
mind, which was full of matter, and that matter 
he compares to new wine in bottles, clofely ftopped, 
which need vent, and are in danger of burfting : 
the doétrine of the gofpel is like to wine, Cant. vii. 
g. to wine neat and clean, being free from all hu- 
man mixtures; to wine of a good flavour and plea- 
fant tafte, as the gofpel is to thofe whofe tafte is 
changed ; to generous wine, which revives, and re- 
frefhes, and comforts ; all which effeéts the doc- 
trines of the gofpel have, when attended with a di- 
vine influence : and it may be compared to new 
wine ; not that itis a né¢w and upftart doétrine, 
it is the everlafting gofpel,; made known imme- 
diately on the fall of Adam, and was ordained be- — 
fore the world for our glory; but becaufe it is 
newly, or of late under the gofpel-difpenfation, 
more clearly revealed : minifters of the word are 
like veffels, into which it is put ; they are but vef- 
fels, even earthly veffels, and have nothing but 
what is put into them ; and they are like veffels , 
{topped up, when they are ftraitened in themfelves, 
or fhut up by the Lord, that they cannot come forth 
freely in their miniftry, and when any outward re- ~ 
ftraint is laid upon them by perfecuting magiftrates, 
and when there is. no open door for them in provi- 
dence ; which gives them great pain and uneafi- 
nefs, and let the confequence be what it will, they 
are weary of forbearing, and cannot ftay, but muft 
{peak the things they fee and know; fee Yer. xx. 
g. Ads iv. 18, 20. 

¥.20. I will {peak that I may be refrefoed, &c.] 
That his mind might be made eafy; the matter it 
was full of Jay with much weight upon it, prefied 
him hard, and gave him pain ; and therefore he 
determines to {peak his mind, and difburthen: him- 
felf: fo a minifter of the word fpeaks fometimes 
to the refrefhment of others, the gofpel being a 
word in feafon to weary fouls, bread to the hungry 
drink to the thirfty, even wine to them that are of 
an heavy heart ; and efpecially it is refrefhing when 
the love of God is fhed abroad in the heart through 
it, and the prefence of God is enjoyed under it - 
and fometimes he {peaks to the refrefhment of him- 
{lf with others, Rom. xv. 32. and whether it be fo 
one or the other, yet a faithful minifter eafes his 
mind, difcharges his confcience, and is clear from 
the blood of all, when he truly and fully declares 
the whole counfel of God, fo far as he is acquaint- 
ed with it: J will open my lips and anfwer ; {peak 
freely and boldly what was upon his mind, and he 
had to fay, and which he judged would be a fuffi- 
cient an{wer to Yod; the opening of his lips is a 
phrafe ufed by him in allufion to the opening of a 
bottle, full of new wine, the metaphor before ex- 
prefled by him. . 


y. 21. Let me not I pray you accept any man’s 
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three friends, on account of their’ wealth andthe fenfeis, that he would not hide a man’s name 
grandeur ; for neither the perfons of the poor, nor!under epithets, but call him by his proper name 3 
of the rich, are to be regarded in judgment, or infhe would not do as they had done by 0b, whoun- 
the decifion of any matter between them, but}der covert names meant him; as when they de- 
truth and juftice are to be attended to; fee Exod*|fcribed a wicked man, and an hypocrite, defigned 
xxiii. 3. Lev. xix.15; Elibu was determined with}him, but did not fay fo in exprefs words; now 


himfelf not to refpeét the perfon of any, and he 
hopes that ¥od and his friends would bear with him, 
and excufe him on that account: xeither let me give 
flattering titles unto men, he does not mean titles of 
civil. honour and refpect, which belong to men, 
and are in common ufe among men, according to 
the different ftations of life men are in ; for honour 
is to be given to whom it is due ; and it is no piece 
of flattery to give men their proper and ufual titles, 
as it was not in the evangelift’ Lwke, and in the apo- 
ftle Paul, Luke i. 3. Aéts xxvi. 25. but he means 
fuch titles that don’t belong to men, and are un- 
fuitable unto them, and only given them by way 
of flattery ; as to call a man wife and prudent when 
he is the reverfe ; or a holy, juft, and good man, 
when he is a very wicked one. Liibu was refolved 
not to act fuch a part, and he hopes the perfons he 
had to deal with would not take it amifs that he 
fpake his mind plainly and freely, and called a 
fpade a fpade ; nor muft they or any other expect 
to be complimented by him with the characters of 
wife and prudent, juft and good, if they did not 
appear tohimto be fo. According to Ben Gerfom 


CHAP. 

N this chapter Elibu addrefles od himfelf, and 
I intreats his attention to what he had to fay to 
him, and offers feveral things to induce him to 
it ; and ee, | a as one that was ac- 
cording to his wifh, in the ftead of God, a man 
like himfelf, and of whom he had no reafon to be 
afraid, y. 1—7. and then he brings a charge 
againfthim of things which he himfelf had heard, 
of words that had dropped. from him in the courfe 
of his controverfy with his friends ;. in which he too 
much and too ftrongly infifted on his own inno- 
cence and purity, and let fall very undue and unbe- 
coming reflections on the dealings of God with 
him, y. $—11. to which he gives an anfwer by 
obferving the fuperior greatnefs of God to man, 
and his fovereignty over him, not being account- 
able to him for-any thing done by him ; and there- 
fore man fhould be filent and fubmiffive to him, 
y. 12, 13. and yet though he is fo great and fo ab- 
folute, and uncontroulable, and is not obliged to 
give an account of his affairs to man, and the rea- 
fons of them ; yet he condefcends by various ways 
and means to inftruét him in his mind and will, 


Elibu fuggefts, that fhould ¥od or they appear to 
him to have acted a wrong part, he fhould tell them 
plainly of it, and fay thou art the man. 

y.22. For I know not to give flattering titles, 
&c.} He had not been brought up in fuch a man- 
ner, nor taught to ufe them ; he had not been in- 
ured to them, nor did he know or approve of them 3 
nor could he in confcience give them, In fo do- 
ing, my maker would foon take mé away, it being 
fucha piece of wickednefs, fo abominable to him, 
and fo highly refented by him, that I might juftly 
expect he would, as he could, ftrike me dead at 
once ; juft as Ananias and Sapphira were ftruck 
dead for lying : or he knew that it would be but 
a fhort time at moft, and he fhould be taken out of 
the world by death, when he muft appear before his 
maker, his judge, to whom he muft give an ac- 
count of his words, as well as actions ; the awe of 
this being continually on his mind, would not ad- 
mit him to flatter any man, Some render it will 
burn me“, as in 2 Sam. v. 21. fo: dben Ezra and 
Ben Gerfom, that is, in hell-fire ; fee Pf xii. 2, 3. 


XXXIT. 


which is frequently the defign and the ufe that he 
makes. of chaftening difpenfations, y. 23—30. 
and the chapter is concluded with befeeching 70d 
to mark and confider well what had been faid unto 
him; and to anfwer it if he could or thought fit 5 
if not, filently to attend to what he had further to 
fay to him for his inftruction, y¥. 31, 32, 33. 

¥.1. Wherefore Fob I pray thee hear my {peeches, 
&c.] In the preceding chapter, E/ibu directed his 
difcourfe to the three friends of od chiefly, here 
to Fob himfelf, and that by name ; which none of 
his friends in all their difcourfes ever ufed; and in 
an humble fuppliant manner intreats his attention 
to what he was about to deliver, andthat for reafons 
which his addrefs to his friends could furnifh him 
with ; and hence begins his fpeech with wherefore, 
feeing he took not the part of his three friends, 
but-blamed them; and becaufe he had the Spirit 
of God in him, and was full of matter, and un- 
eafy until he had vented it; and which he propofed 
to deliver in a plain and faithful manner, with fin- 
cerity and without flattery; on all which accounts 


and even by thofe very things complained of; and|he befeeches him to give him a diligent and atten- 
therefore fhould not be treated as if unkind and un-|tive hearing: end hearken to all my words 5 not to 
friendly to men ; fometimes he does it by dreams|fome of them only, but to all ; he befpeaks his can - 
and vifions, when he opens the ears of men, and|did and conftant attention, that he would bear him 
feals inftruétion to them, and with this view tojout, all that he had to fay, with patience, and with- 
reftrain them from their evil purpofes and doings, |out interruption; and then judge of the truth, 
and to weaken their pride and humble them, and {|force, and pertinency of them ; which he would not 
preferve them from ruin, y. 14—18. and fome-|fo well be able to do, unlefs he heard them all; for 
times by chaftening and afflictive providences, |fometimes the proof, the evidence, and demonftra- 
which are defcribed ¥. 19—22. and which become|tion of a thing depends not on a fingle argument, 
teaching ones ; through the interpofition of a di-|but upon many put together ; each of them alone 
vine meffenger, and upon the afflicted man’s prayer|being infufficient, at leaft may appear fo, when all 
to God, and humiliation before him, God is gra-|confidered together give full fatisfaction. 

cious and favourable to him, and delivers him ; y. 2. 
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Begun to fpeak in order to give vent to the fulnefs 
of matter within him, which madehim, like bot- 
tles of new wine, ready to burft ; and fince he had 
opened his lips, that he might fpeak and be re- 
frefhed, he defires Foe to liftento him, and offers 
fome things to his confideration to induce him to 
it : my tongue hath fpoken in my mouth ; but does 
not every man’s tongue fpeak in his mouth when 
he fpeaks ? is there any thing fingular and peculiar 
in this, that can excite attention ? it may be ren- 
dered, in my palate* ; which, as it is an inftrument 
of fpeech, fo of tafting and trying food, fee ch. 
vi. 30. and xii. 11. and Eiibu’s fenfe is, that he 
had thoroughly confidered what he fhould fay, 
he had well weighed what he fhould fpeak, and 
fhould not deliver any thing raw, crude, and in- 
digefted ; he had palated his words, in order to 
difcern whether there was any thing in them per- 
verfe or no. 

yy. 3. My words fhall be of the uprightne/s of my 
heart, &c.] Not that the uprightnefs of his heart, 
or his own perfonal integrity, fhould be the fubject 
of his difcourfe ; but what he fhould fay would be 
in or out of the uprightnefs of his heart, with all 
fincerity and faithfwhnefs ; what would be the real 
fentiments of his mind, and not proceed from a 
double or infincere heart: and my lips fhail utter 
knowledge clearly ; what knowledge he had of God, 
and of the perfections of his nature, and of his 
works in nature and grace, and of his dealings in a 
providential way with the fons of men; and what 
knowledge he had of Chri, his perfon, office, and 
grace, fomewhat of which he fpeaks in this chap- 
ter ; and fuch fort of knowledge is to be uttered, 


FO B. 


y. 2. Bebold now I have opened my mouth, &c.|\hence regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 7 
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Ghoft, are put together ; and being a work of al- ~ 
mighty power, is a proof of the deity of the Spirit 
of God; it is he that quickens men when dead in’ 
trefpafles and fins, and makes them alive to God ; 
which appears by their fpiritual breathings after di- 
vine things, and by the exercife of their fpiritual 
fenfes, and by their performance of {piritual ac- 
tions; and now £libu, being a man regenerated 
and quickened by the Spirit, might more juftly 
claim the attention of od, fince what he fhould 
fay was what he had heard, felt, and feen, as a 
good man, one that had an experience of divine 
and {piritual things. 
¥.5. If thou can’ft anfwer me, &c.] That is, 

when he had done fpeaking, after he had heard 
him out; if he thought he could make a reply to 
him, he gave him full liberty fo to do, and tacitly 
fuggefts that he fhould give him an attentive and 
candid hearing, as he had requefted of him: /et 
thy words in order before me; put them into the - 
beft form and order thou canft for thy felf-defence, 
and level them at me; fet them, as it were, in bat- 
tel-array again{t me ; give them all the poignancy, 
ftrength, and force thou art capable of : frand Up ; 
not out of veneration to him, but to denote free- 
dom and boldnefs in himfelf; a prefentation of 
himfelf with boldnefs, and ftanding and keeping 
his ground: the expreffions are military; Mr. 
Broughton renders it, /tand to it. 4 
¥.6. Bebold Lam according to thy wifh in God’s 
ead, &c.] So fome perfons are, as civil magif- 
trates, the minifters of the Word, the prophets of 
the Old Teftament, and the apoftles of the New; 
fee 2 Cor. v. 20. and fo in fome fenfe was E/ibu ; he 


to be publifhed, and made known to the good of|undertakes to be an advocate for God, to vindicate 


others; and not to be concealed, and hid, or held 
as ina prifon in unrighteoufnefs ; and to be uttered 
clearly, plainly, and diftinétly, in words intelli- 
gible, and eafy to be underftood ; and not in am- 
biguous terms, or in words of a double meaning ; 
or which are abftrufe and intricate, and ferve rather 
to make the myfteries of providence and grace 
more dark and ob{cure, than to explain them ; in- 
tegrity of heart, and perfpicuity of language, 
ferve much to recommend a fpeaker, and both are 
exprefied in this verfe. 

y¥.4, The Spirit of God hath made me, &c.] As 
a man 3 fo every man is made by God, and not by 
himfelf; Father, Son, and Spirit, are his Makers 
or Creators, as we read of them in the plural num- 
ber, Pf. cxlix, 2. Eecl. xii. 1. and this is a proof 
of the deity of the Spirit, who was not only con- 
cerned in the creation of all things, garnifhing the 
heavens, and moving upon the face of the waters 
on the earth, but in the formation of man: and 
the breath of the Almighty hath given me life; the 
fame with the Spirit of God, the allufion is to the 
creation of man at firft, when God breathed into 
him the breath of life, and he became a living foul : 
life natural is from God, he is the God of our life, 
he gives all the mercies of life, and by him is 
this life preferved ; and the ‘whole is the effect of 
Almighty power: now this is obferved by Elibu to 
Fob, to encourage him to attend to him without 
fear, fince he was a man, a creature of God, -as he 
was : it may be underftood of his fpiritual forma- 
tion, the Spirit of God re-makes men, or makes 
them new men, new creatures; this is done in re- 
generation, which is the work of the holy Spirit ; 
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his juftice in his dealings with the children of men, 
and clear him from the charge of feverity towards 
them, and hard ufage of » and particularly 
Job ; and whom he befought, as in God’s ftead, to 
be reconciled to his providential dealings with him 
to bear his afflictions patiently, and wait the iffue 
of them: or J am as thou art; fo the TZ: argum and 
Ben Gerfom interpret it; one that belongs to God, a 
creature of God’s, a finful frail mortal creature, as 
‘fob was, and accountable to God ; one that belong- 
ed tohim both as the God of nature and provi- 
dence, and of grace ; and fuch an one Fob feemed 
to have wifhed for, to difpute the point in queftion 
with ; fee ch. ix. 32, 33. Lal/o am formed out of the 
clay ; or cut out * of it; alluding to the potter, who 
out of a mafs or lump of clay before him, cutsia 
piece out of it, to make a veflel of. God is the 
potter, men are as clay. in his hands, their bodies 
are bodies of clay, houfes of clay, which have 
their foundation in the duft ; reference may be had 
to the original formation of man, and may denote 
not fo much the pollution of his nature, clay being 
defiling, but the frailty of man, a veffel made of 
clay being brittle, and eafily broken ; fee ch, iv. 
1g. and x. 9. and xiii, 12. Jf Ixiv. 8. 
‘.7. Bebold my terror fhall not make thee afraid, 
&c.] To come near, join iffue in a debate, and 
{peak freely ; this ob had withed for, and defired 
of God that his fear might not terrify him, and his 
dread not make him afraid, and then he could 
talk and reafon freely with him, ch. ix. 34, 35, _ 
and xiii. 21, 22. now ¥ob had nothing to fear from 
Elibu, he was a man and not God, with whom 
there was no terrible majefty, as with God; he _ 
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was but 4 clod of clay, and had nothing in him or 


about him to ftrike terror into him ; he was no 
great perfonage, as a king or prince, nor in any 
civil authority, nor had fo much as age to com- 
mand an awe, much lefs could inject dread and 
terror : neither fhall my band be heavy upon thee ; 
which is not to be literally underftood.; ‘fod could 
be in no fear of that, nor L/ibu guilty of fuch 
rudenefs ; but figuratively, that he fhould not 
feek to affiiét and diftrefs him, or add to his afflic- 
tion, and make it heavier, by hard words, fevere 
reflections, and cruel reproaches ; he feems to re- 
fer to ch. xiii. 21. the Largum isy ** my burden 
upon thee fhall not be heavy ;” he promifes not to 
ageravate things, but make them as eafy.as they 
would admit of. 

¥. 8. Surely thou haft {poken in mine hearing, Sc.) 
After the above preface, Eiihu proceeds to the 
point in hand, and enters a charge againft od ; 
which he took up, not upon fulpicion, and furmi- 
fings, nor upon report, nor upon accufations: re- 
ceived from others, but what he had heard with his 
own ears, unlefs he was greatly miftaken indeed, 
which he thought he was not: and I have beard 
the voice of thy words; the found of them, clearly 
and diftinétly, and took in the fenfe of them, as he 
really believed, faying as follows. 

¥. 9. Lam cleag without tranfgreffion, &c.) This 
with what follows is fippofed to be gathered from 
ch. x. 6, 7. and xiii. 23, and xxvii. 5, 6. for this 
is no where faid by ‘fod in exprefs words; though ] 
rather think fince E/ibu fo peremptorily affirms that 
they were fpoken in his hearing, that thefe words 
andthe following did drop from oé’s lips, in the 
controverfy with his friends, though not recorded ; 
for we are not to fuppofe that every thing that 
was {aid on both fides is preferved, only fo much 
as the Holy Gho ught fit fhould be : no manis 
naturally clean, or free from fin ; man came clean 
out of the hands of God, by fin is become un- 
This impurity is propagated by natural 
generation, and is in all without exception. od 
exprefies himfelf clearly on this point, and agreeable 
toit, ch. xiv. 4. nor‘is any man clean by and of 
himfelf, or through any thing heis capable of do- 
ing in a moral, ceremonial, or evangelic fenfe, to 
make himfelf clean; as by moral actions, by cere- 
monial ablutions and facrifices, or by fubmiffion 
to evangelic ordinances, or even by his own tears, 
repentance, and humiliation. ‘Yod feemed clearly 
and fully fenfible of this, ch. ix. 30, 31. fee Prov. 
xx. 9. Fer. ii. 22. yet there are fome perfons that 
are clean through the blood of Cdrijf, in which 
they are wafhed, and which cleanfes from all fin ; 
and through the righteoufnefs of Chri/t imputed to 
them, in which they appear without fpot or 
wrinkle, or any fuch thing; and through the fen- 
tence of juftification pronounced on them, by 
which word fpoken they are all clean ; and through 
the grace of God beftowed on them, the clean 
water that is fprinkled upon them, by which they 
are cleanfed from all filthinefs, and hence faid to 
have clean hearts, andclean hands; and if od 
meant it in this fenfe, as he had: knowledge of his 
living Redeemer, he no doubt was fuch a one: but 
not without tran'grefion; without tranfgreffion im- 
puted he was, and fitch are all they whofe per- 
fons arejuftified, and their fins pardoned ; to thofe 
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God does not impute fin, P/. xxxii 1, 2. but they. 
are not without the being nor commiffion of ‘fin ; 
for no man, even the beft of men, are clear of it 


in this fenfe. ‘ob might be free from the groffer 
fins of life, but not from indwelling fin, and the 


pactings of it ; we find him confeffing fin; and dif- 


claiming perfection, ch, vii. 20. and ix. 20. Jam 
innocent ; fo he was, as to the charges brought 
againft him by his friends, or the things it was in- 
finuated he was guilty of, as hypocrify, &c. or as. 
to doing any injury to the perfons and properties of 
men, or with refpect to grofs enormities, from 
which he had fufficiently cleared him(felf in ch. xxxi. 
but not fo innocent as to be free from all fin, as 
Adam was in his ftate of innocence, which is con- 
trary to his own declarations in the paflages before 
referred to ; fome, as Aden, Ezra obferves, inter- 
pret the word covered‘, and as having the fame 
fenfe with Pf. xxxii..1. and in which fenfe it was 
true of Fos, that his iniquities were covered ; and 
others of his being covered with righteoufnefsy 
with civil righteoufnefs, as in ch. xxix. 14, which 
was true of the exercife of it; and in an evangelic 
fenfe he was covered with the juftifying righteouf- 
nefs of Chriff ; the Targum renders the word wa/b- 
ed; as he was in a fpiritual fenfe. Zarchi inter- 
prets it wiped or rubbed, and others combed and, 
brufhed; and fo eat and clean, whichis the fenfe of 
feveral verfions ® : neither is there iniquity in mes 
in a gofpel-fenfe there is none in believers in Chrif? s 
their iniquities being removed from them to him, 
and are done away, and made an end of by him ; 
nor are they to be feen with the eye of vindictive 
juftice ; God has caft them behind his back, and 
into the depths of the fea, never to be feen more 
but then there is iniquity in them, as confidered in 
themfelves ; for men to fay they have none, fhews 
pride and ignorance, and is inconfiftent with the 
truth of grace. If ‘ob is to be wnderftood in thefe 
expreffions in_an evangelical fenfe, or with refpect 
to the groffer fins of life, or a vicious courfe of 
life ; and indeed in no other fenfe can he well be 
underftood confiftent with himfelf ; he is not to be 
blamed for what he faid, and I apprehend that 
Elibu does not blame him for faying thefe things 
in his own defence ; but for infifting fo much and 
fo long upon his innocence and purity, and unfpot- 
ted life ; and efpecially for joining with it undue 
and unbecoming reflections on the Lord, for afflict- 
ing a perfon fo holy and righteous, as follows. . 

y¥. 10. Behold, he jindeth occafions againft me, 
&c.] That is, fought in order to find them ; fo 
Job in fome places fuggefts, that God enquired af- 


ter his fins, and fought diligently after them, that 


he might have fomething to bring againft him ; and 
becaufe he could not find great fins, grofs enormi- 
ties, he fought after lefler fins; fo fome render 
the word, faggerings, totterings*; frailties, failings, . 
and infirmities; and becaufe he could find none of 
late of a very heinous nature, he went back as far 
as the fins of his youth; fee ch. x. 6. and xiii. 26. 
and this in order to pick a quarrel with him; and 
fo Mr. Broughton renders the words, Jo, he pick- 
eth quarrels againft me; or that he might have juft 
reafon to depart from him, or to break from him, or 
to break off friendfhip with him, or to break him 
to pieces in his eftate, family, and health; all 
which fenfes fome obferve the words will bear : but 

if 
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it would be needlefs for God to feek in ofder to find Maker, the clay againft the potter; how abfurd- 


occafions ‘againft men ; there is enough ready at/and ftupid is this? and a piece of weaknefs and 
folly ic was in him to defire to litigate the point — 


hand, the fins that are about them ; and to repre- 
fent the Lord as dealing thus with good men, is to 
reprefent him as acting contrary to the declarations 
and methods of his grace ; yea, as doing what 
wicked men do to good men, as the enemies of 
David, Daniel, and Jeremiah, did to them ; nay, 
even as Satan himfelf does, who goes about and 
feeks for, and picks up accufations againft the faints ; 
this muft be owned to be a very irreverent and 
unbecoming expreffion of 0d’s, and for which he 
deferved tobe fharply rebuked, as well as for fome 
following ones, and for which he afterwards was 
thoroughly humbled : he coanteth me for bis enemy ; 
this he had often faid, but very wrongly ; fee ch. 


with God, and difpute with him, as he often did, 
when men cannot anfwer him one of a thoufand, 

as he himfelf owned, ch. ix. 3, 4. and very finful. 
and criminal it is to chide with God, or complain 
of him, om account of any of his dealings with, 
the fons of men, as well as it is vain and fruitlefs z 

or he giveth not account of any of bis matters; he is. 
a fovereign being, and does what he pleafes in na- 

ture, providence, and grace, and is not account- 

able to any for what he does ; in things temporal, 

he does all after the counfel of his will ; he beftows 

riches and honours, wealth and health, gifts of na- 

tural wifdom and knowledge on fome, and with- 
xiii, 24.- and xvi. g, and xix, 11. and the notes|holds them from others ; and each of thefe are his 

there, own, and he may do with them as he pleafes = 

y. 11. He putteth my feet in the flocks, &c.}\{o likewife in things fpiritual, he loves, chufés, re- 

This alfo he had faid, ch. xiii. 27. by which he|}deems, regenerates, calls by his grace, and brings 

would fuggeft.not only that his afflictions were|to glory whom he thinks fit; the bleffings of grace 
painful ard difgraceful, and from which he couldjand glory are his own, and he difpofes of them as. 
not extricate himfelf, being clofe fettered by them ;|feems good in his fight ; and in all refpeéts he ats 

but that they were infli€ted on him as puniflyments, |according to his will in. heaven and inearth ; none 

and he was treated as a criminal, as a malefactor,|can ftay his hand, or hinder him from doing his 

who had been guilty of fome notorious breach of}pleafure ; and none ought to fay to him, what doft 

the law: be marketh all my paths; looked narrow-|thou ? or why doft thou thus ? orif they do, he 
ly at them, numbered and counted them ; this alfojis not ebliged to give any reafons for his fo doing. 

he had faid, ch. xiii. 27. and xiv. 16. and xxxi. 4.|Some take this to be the thing ed ftrove and con- 

meaning not only his natural and eivil paths and|tended with God about, that he did not, and be- 

fteps, but his moral ones, that he could not ftep|caufe he did not give an ‘account of all his matters, 

the leaft awry, but prefently it was marked and|or anfwer all his words; and particularly he did 

obferved, ch. x. 14. but though God does take|not fhew to him wherefore he contended with him 3 

notice of the finsof his people, and chaftifes them]and others think the meaning is, that God does 

for them, yet he does not mark them in ftri¢t/not reveal all his fecrets to men, but only as much 

juftice, for fhould he, they could not ftand before}as he thinks fit to acquaint them with; fecret 

him, P/- cxxx. 3. things belong to him, and things revealed to men ; 

y. 12. Behold, in this thou art not juft, &c.)\the fecrets of his own nated the modes of 

Here begins E/ibu’s anfwer, who does not deny|fubfiftence of the divine perfons in the godhead, 

that Zod was ajuft man, both before God in anjthe fecret reafons of divine predeftination of men 

evangelic fenfe, and before men in a moral fenfe ;|to life or death, and of his dealings with men ina 

he did not go about to detraé&t from 7od’s general} providential way, afflicting the righteous, and fuf- 

character, as a man that lived foberly, righteoufly, | fering the wicked to profper. 

and godly inthe world; but in this he was notjuft,} y.14. For God fpeaketh once, yea twice, &c.} 

nor is it to be juftified, with refpect to this thing,}Or, but God fpeaketh* ; though he is not bound to 

he could not acquit him of doing what was wrong ;|give an account of his matters, and the reafons of 
namely, infifting fo much on his own innocence, }his proceedings in a way of providence or grace ; 


> 
and tacking therewith fuch unbecoming and undue|yet fuch is his condefcenfion and goodnefs, that 
reflections on the dealings of God with him ; he 


he makes ufe of various ways and means to make 
did not give to God his due, he did not do him} known his mind and will in his difpenfatiuns, if 
juftice in reprefenting him in this light ; he didnot}men were but attentive to them ; he fpeaks once, 
fay nor do the right thing, fo Mr. Broughton tran-}in dreams and vifions, as in the following verfe ; 
flates the words, ‘* lo, here thou art not in the}and twice, or a fecond time, by chaftifements, as 
right ;” fee ch. xxxii. 2. J will anfwer thee ; or I\in y. 18. or he fpeaks frequently, again and again, 
muft tell thee, as the fame writer renders the,fee P/. Ixii. 11. gives line upon line, and precept 
words, being able to make it clearand plain : ¢hat|upon precept; if one way is without effect, he'll 
God is greater than man than any man, than the|take another ; and if one warning and admonition 
greateft of men, moft famous for power, wifdom,|is not fufficient, he'll give another ; fo that tho” 
or juftice ; he is not only greater in his power, |he is a fovereign being, and not accountable to 
faithfulnefs, goodnefs, grace, and mercy, but injany, yet he does not aétthe unkind and unfriend- 
his holinefs and righteoufnefs, wifdom and know-|ly part ob had fugeefted : yet man perceiveth it 
ledge; and therefore can never do either an unjuft|ot; the voice of God {peaking in one Way or an- 
thing, or an unwife one; and for man, who isjother; hearkens not to the admonition given in a 
both finful and ignorant, even the beft in compa-|dream or vifion, nor hears the chaftizing rod, and 
rifon of him, to arraign him at his bar, is very ar-|him that has appointed it ; he is deaf to all inftruc- 
rogant and prefumptuous ; fince he knows beft|tions ; he-underftands not the mind and meaning of 


what to do, and what are his reafons for fo doing,|God in his difpenfations ; which is not owing to_ 


—_ 


and is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his|want of means of knowledge, but to the blindnefs — 


works. Si: and ignorance of his mind, to dulnefs of hearing, 
y.13. Why dof thou ftrive againft bim ? &c.]|to negligence and inattention, and to the prevalence 
A creature againft the Creator, a man againft his'of fin and corruption: the words, yes man, area fup- 


plement — 
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plement to the text, and notin it, and fome ver: 
fions are without it, and underftand the whole of 
God, rendering the words thus, God /peaketh once, 
and a fecond time be does not repeatit 5 {o the Vulgate 
Latin, Syriac, and Arabic verfions : or does not re- 
vife it, or will not fee it* , to which agrees the Tar- 
gum, ‘* and a fecond time he needs not to look up- 
onit ;” and which rendering as it fuits with the 
context, fo is more agreeable to the accents ; but 
is differently applied, by fome to the fufficiency of 
the word of God, that God has at once made known 
all truth, and there is no need to do it a fecond 
time ; but certain it is, that God did at fundry 
times, and in divers manners, fpeak unto the fa- 
thers by the prophets ; though indeed in thefe laft 
days he hath fpoken at onceall his mind and _ will 
by his Son, fo that no future revelation is to be ex- 
pected ; but though this is true now, it was not in 
the times of Eihu: by others it is referred to 
God’s dealings with a proud man, that calls him 
to an account for his actions, to whom he fpeaks 
once, and reproves him for his boldnefs ; but a fe- 
cond time he'll not look athim, nor bear his pride 
and infolence: and by others to the unalterable 
decrees and purpofes of God 5; what he has faid or 
determined in his eternal mind is done at once, and 
remains invariably fixed ; he has no need to look 
over a fecond time, -or revife his firft thoughts and 
defigns, or reconfider them, whether it is proper 
to make any alteration inthem or no, they are at 
once fo wifely formed ; and he has all things before 
him in one view in his all-comprehending mind, 
fo that there cannot poffibly any thing turn up 
unforefeen by him, to hinder the execution of his 
purpofes, or caufe him to make any change in 
them; no newthoughts, refolutions, or purpofes 
can arife in his mind, with whom there is no va- 
riablenefs, nor fhadow of turning, This agrees 
well with his fovereignty exprefled in the preceding 
verfe, and carries in it a ftrong reafon enforcing 
what is there faid. Though fome take the mean- 
ing to be this, that God {peaks once to a man, and 
admonifhes and reproves him as he ufed to do, in 
the way expreffed in the following verfe; and if he 
regards it not, he don’t fpeak to him a fecond time 
in that way, or no more by words, but now by 
blows or chaftifements. 

y. 15. In a dream, in a vifion of the night, &c.| 
That is, God fpeaks to men in this way, and which 
in thofe times was his moft ufual way, fee ch. iv. 
12, 13. fometimes he {pake to a prophet, a perfon 
in public office, and made known his mind and 
will in this manner to him, that he might deliver 
it to others, Numb. xii. 6. and fometimes directly 
and immediately to perfons themfelves, as he did 
to Abimelech and Laban, .Gen. xx. 3. and xxxi. 
24. when deep fleep falleth upon men, in flumbrings 
upon the bed, the former denotes a faft, heavy, and 
found fleep, when the fenfes are all locked up, and 
there is not the leaft attention to any outward ob- 
ject ; the latter a flight fleep, when a man is be- 
tween fleeping and waking; and now at fuch a 
time, when he was laid on his bed in the night- 
feafon, it was ufual for God tocome to him ina 
vifionary way, and imprefs things on his mind, 
when it was called off from worldly and earthly 
thoughts and cares, and was calm and ferene, and 
fo fitto receive what intimations and inftruétions 


xO 8. 


» sat 
might be given this way; fee P/iv.4:. Job had 
ais dreams and night-vifions, though he feems not 
to have had any benefit by them, or to have under- 
{tood them, but was fcared and terrified with them, 
ch. vii. 14, to which Eiihd may have fome re- 
fpect. 

y. 16. Then he openeth the ears of men, 8éc.] Not 
the ears of his body, which remaining fhut whilft 
things are prefented to his mind in a dream or vi- 
fion, but his internal ears ; it is the fame with 
opening the heart or underftanding to attend to 
and receive the things delivered in this vifionary 
way: and fealeth their injftruction ; fets home the 
inftruction given in this manner, and imprints it 
upon the mind, fo that it is well remembered 
when awake, not only the dreams themfelves, but 
the leffons taught and learnt there, as may be 
obferved in the cafes of Abimelech and Laban ; the 
word fignifies cha/tifement' as well as inftruction, 
that being one way in which God teaches and in- 
{tructs men, P/. xciv. 12. and fo the fenfe may be 
that Godin a dream or vifion makes it known to 
men, that if they regard not what he fays to them, 
and repent not of their evils, and turn from thems 
he will correct and chaftife them, and this he af= 
fures them of ; and they may look for the certain 
performance of it, that he will vifit their tranf 
greffions with a rod, and their iniquities with 
{tripes ; things that are fealed being fure and firm. 
Mr. Broughton renders the words, and imprintetb 
why they are chaftifed. 

¥. 17. That be may withdraw man from his purpofes 
&c.}] Or work™, his wicked work, as the Zar 


gum ; either which he has begun upon, or which 


he defigned to do. Thus Abimelech and Laban 
were reftrained from their intentions by a divine ad- 
monition in a dream, the one from taking bra- 
ham’s wife, as he intended, and the other from 
doing hurt to Yacod, which he defigned : and hide 
pride from many; by pardoning his fins, in which 
there is always pride, fo fome ; pardon of fin being 
expreffed by covering it, P/- xxxii. 1. or rather by 
reprefling, weakening, and preventing it; and that 
by not iuffering vain and proud men to perform 
their enterprizes, but obliging them to fubmit to 
the will of God, and humble themfelves under his 
mighty hand. Thefe are the ends propofed, and 
which are effected through the Lord {peaking to 
men in dreams, opening their ears, and fealing in- 
ftructions to them; and others alfo for their good 

follow. 
¥.18. He keepeth back bis foul from the pit, &c.} 
Or, that he may keep back”; for this is another end 
and ufe of God’s {peaking unto men; it is to pre- 
ferye them for the prefent from going down to the 
grave, the pit of corruption and deftruction; fo 
called becaufe the bodies of men being there laid 
corrupt, and are entirely deftroyed by worms, and 
turn to rottennefs and duft; and to preferve them 
from the bottomlefs pit of everlafting ruin and de- 
(truction ; for the Lord’s people are reproved by 
him, that they may not be condemned with the 
world, 1 Cor. xi. 32. and bis life from perifhing by 
the fword ; by the fword of men, which is one of 
God’s fore judgments ; or by the fword of the civil 
magiftrate, the man fpoken to being warned of 
God, of committing thefe fins, which would bring 
him into the hands of fuch ; or by the {word of di- 
vine 
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angel of death ; the word fignifies a miflive wea- 
pon, as a dart; fo Mr. Broughton renders the 
words, and his life from going on tbe dart; or, as 
another verfion has it, /eft it should go on under the 
caft of darts®; the darts of an enemy in war, or 
the fiery darts of Satan, Eph.vi.16. 

y.19. He is chaftened alfo with pain upon bis 
bed, &c.] This feems to be another way, in which 
God, according to his eternal purpofes, fpeaks un- 
to men, as the word a//o intimates ; namely, by af- 
flictions, and fometimes painful ones ; which have 
a voice in them, and men of wifdom will hearken 
toit, Mic. vi.9. Pain here fignifies not pain of the 
mind, or a wounded fpirit, which is very afflicting, 
diftreffing, and intolerable ; but pain of the body, 
asthe next claufe fhews; and this endured on the 
bed, it being fo great as to confine a man to his bed, 
or is what he felt there, where he might hope for 
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vine juftice ; Yarchi interprets it of the fword of the ‘were not seen fijck out ; which before were covered - 


Ch. xxxili. ¥.19—25 


with flefh and fat, fo that they could not be feen 5_ 


butnow the flefh and fat being wafted, they feem») 


as if they rofe up in aneminence, and ftood out to . 
be beheld; this was alfo ¥0d’s cafe, being reduced _ 
to a mere fkeleton, ch. xix. 20. and Z£i6z in this- 
defcription of an afflicted man, feems to have Zod. 
chiefly in view, and by this would intimate to him. 
that God had been, and was {peaking to him by, 
thofe afflictions, which he would do well to advert 
unto. % 
y.22. His foul draweth near unto the grave, &c.} 
Not the foul ftri€tly and properly {peaking, for that 
does not, nor is it laidin the grave at death, but 
returns to God that gave it ; rather the body, for 
which it is fometimes put, and of which what is 
here faid is true, fee P/- xvi. 10. or the perfon of 
the fick man, whofe difeafe being fo threatening, 
all hope is gone, and he is given up by his phy- 


eafe andreft ; fee ch. vii. 13. and the multitude of|ficians and friends, and feemingly is at the grave’s 
bis bones with ftrong pain, not with a flight one,|mouth, and that is ready for him, and he onthe 
but a very ftrong one, fuch as thofe felt who gnawed] brink of that ; which were the apprehenfions Joh — 
their tongues for pain, Rev. xvi. 10. ‘Farchi in-|had of himfelf, ch. xvii. 1. fee P/. Ixxxyviii. 3. 
terpretsit, the multitude of his bones, which areJand cvii. 17. and his life to the defiroyers, the de- 
ftrong ; though they are hardy and ftrong, yet filled|{troying angels, as dben Ezra, and fo the Septua- 
with exquifite pain ; and notone, or afewofthem,|gint verfion : or deftroying difeafes, and fo Mr. 
but a multitude of them, as there are a multitude of | Broughton renders it, to killing maladies; or it may 
them in a man’s body ;. even all of them, as He-|be to worms, which deftroy the body in the grave, 
zekiab complains, which muft be very excruciating}and which ‘od was fenfible of would quickly be 


indeed, J/- xxxviii. 13. and which was 70d’s cafe ; 
not only his flefh was in pain, through the fores and 
ulcers upon him, but his bones were pierced in him, 
and his finews had no reft, and he was full of tof- 
fings to and fro, ch. vii. 3, 4. and xxx. 17. and 
in this way he was, as other good men are, re- 
proved and chaftened by the Lord.; and in which 
way he had {poke to him, as he does to others, and 
which fhould be attended to ; and fince fuch pain- 
ful afflictions are but fatherly chaftifements, they 
fhould be patiently endured, and the voice of God 
inthem liftened to, and ere long there will be no 
more pain: the Cerid, or textual writing is, the con- 
tention of bis bones 1s firong ; through pain, or with 
which God contends with men ; we follow the mar- 
ginal reading. 

y¥. 20. So that his life abborreth bread, &c.} 
Through the force of pain he lofes his appetite for 
food, and even a naufea of it takes place ; he loathes 
it as the moft abominable and filthy thing that can 
be thought of ; even bread fo neceffary to the fup- 
port of human life, fo ftrengthening tothe heart of 
man, and what he every day ftands in need of, and 
fhould pray for, and in health is never weary of ; it 
may be put for all common and ufeful food : and 
his foul dainty meat ; the moft rich and delicious ; 
fuch as the tables of the great and rich are furnifh- 
ed with: food of defire®,; or defireable food, as it 
may be rendered ; fee Dan. x. 3. fuch as in the 
time of health the appetite craves ‘and defires, and 
is fed on with delight and pleafure, but now had in 
the utmoft averfion. Pains and difeafes of body 
often produce fueh a naufeain men, P/- cvii. 19, 
— 18. and was 7od’s eafe, ch. iii. 24. and vi. 7. 

XY. 21. His flefh is confumed away that it cannot be 
feen, &c.] All being gone, none left to be feen, 
nothing but fkin and bones ; and this partly thro’ 
the vehemence of {trong pain, and partly through 
the naufea of food; not being able to take any 
thing for nourifhment and the fupport of the 


fluids, and fo quite emaciated: and his bones that \as it may be rendered, is on his fide, an adv 


° 'Tionrine verfion, 
Mercerus. 


ay oy 


his cafe, ch. xix. 26. though fome interpret it of 
thofe that kill, or of thofe that are dead, with 
whom they are laid that die ; or of deaths corpo- 
ral and eternal, and the horrors and terrors of both, 
with which’ perfons in fuch circumftances are fome- 
times diftrefied. : ; 
¥. 23. If there be a meffenger with him, &c.| Or 
angel, either with God, as fome think; or rather 
with the fick,man ; by which meffenger is meant 
not an angel by nature, a created angel, though 
fometimes fuch are God’s meffengers, fent by him 
on errands to men, are interpreters of things to 
them, as Gabriel was to Daniel ; of whom there are 
choufands, and who may be of fervice to fick men 
for their comfort and inftruétion, fince it is ‘certain 
they attend faints in their dying moments ; yet this 
proves not that they are to be invoked as media- 
tors between God and men: but rather a minifter 
of the word is defigned, who is by office an angel, 
a meffenger of Chrift, and of the churches; an za- 
terpreter of the {criptures, and of the mind of Gad 
in them ; and a {piritual, evangelical, faithful mini- 
{ter is fcarce and rare, one among a thoufand, and 
his bufinefs is to vilic fick perfons, and to obferve 
the uprightne/s and faithfulnefs of God in afflicting 
them, that they may quietly fubmit to and patient- 
ly bear the affliction ; and to direct them for#heir 
peace and comfort to the uprightnefs or righteouf- 
nefs of Cbrift, for their juftification before God ; 
and to fhew them what is right for them to do in 
their prefent circumftances ; whether the fick man 
be ftupid and infenfible of his cafe, and his need of 
righteoufnefs, or whether he be a truly gracious 
man, yet Jabouring under, doubts and feats about 
the truth of grace in him, the uprightnefs of his 
heart, and his intereft in the righteoufnefs of Chrift: 
but it feems beft to underftand this of Chri? him- 
felf, the angel of God’s prefence, the meflenger-of 
the covenant, who is with the fick man, and fa- 
vours him with his fpiritual prefence ; or is for him 4, 
come 


PmAn bags cibum defiderii, Vatablus, Drufius, Michaelis ; cibum app 
proco, V. L. Pagninus, Merceras. » : 


Ch.xxxiii ¥.24—26. 


and interceffor for him with God ; ax interpreter of 
his Father’s mind, and with which he is: long ac- 
quainted, he lying in his bofom; and of the fa- 
cred {criptures, as he was to his difciples concern- 
ing himfelf; or an orator *, an eloquent .one, 
never man fpake like him, having the tongue of 
the learned given him as man; and who as a divine 
Perfon is the eternal and effential Word of God; 
who fpake for his people in the council of peace 
and covenant of grace; and alfo as mediator is the 
antitypical arom, can fpeak well for them on all 
occafions : one among a thoufand ; the chiefeft among 
ten thoufand, angels or men; fee Cant. v. 10. Eccl. 
vii. 28. to fhew unto man bis uprighine/s,; which to 
do is his office as Mediator, and efpecially as a 
Prophet, even to fhew the uprightnefs of God, the 
rectitude of his nature, the righteoufnefs required 
in his holy law; and this Chrift has fhewn forth 
and declared in his being the propitiation for the 
fins of his people, Rom. ili. 25, 26. And by his 
Spirit he fhews to man, and fo to a fick man, his 
want of uprightnefs in himfelf, his need of righte- 
oufnefs from another; and brings it near him, and 
fhews it to be perfect, complete and fuitable; as 
well as teaches to live foberly, righteoufly and 
godly. 
¥. 24. Then be is gracious to him, &c.] To the 
fick man ; either the meffenger or the minifter that 
is with him, who pities his cafe and prays for him ; 
and by fome, the following words are fuppofed 
to be a prayer of his, Deliver me, &c. fince | find 
in the gofpel there is a ranfom for fuch perfons. 
Rather Chrift, who is gracious to man, as appears 
by his afflumption of their nature and becoming a 
ranfom for them, and who upon the foot of re- 
demption which he has found or obtained, fee Heb. 
ix. 12. pleads for the prefent comfort and future 
happinefs of his people, in fuch language as after 
exprefled, Deliver bim, &c. Or rather, God the 
Father is gracious to the fick man for his Son’s 
fake, and faith, Deliver bim from going down to the 
pit; addreffing either the difeafe, fo Mr. Broughton 
renders the word, Spare him (O killing malady) from 
defcending into the pit, the grave, for the prefent his 
difeafe threatned him with. Or the minifter of the 
word attending the fick man, who is bid to declare 
to him, as Nathan to David, and Lfaiah to Heze- 
kiah, that he fhould live longer, and not die for the 
prefent: or rather, the addrefs is to law and juttice, 
to let the redeemed of the Lord go free, and par- 
ticularly the fick man being one of them; and not 
thruft him down into the bottomlefs pit of everlait- 
ing ruin and deftruction, for the reafon following : 
I have found aranfom; which is no other than 
Chrift the Son of God; whom Fehovab in his in- 
finite wifdom found out and pitched upon to be the 
ranfomer of his people; to which he agreed, and 
in the fulnefs of time came to give his life a ran- 
fom for many, and for whom he has given himfelf 
as a ranfom-price, which has been teftified in due 
time: and this ranfom is for all the eleét of God, 
and is of them from fin, Satan, law, hell and 
death ; and the finding of it is not of man, nor is 
the ‘fcheme of propitiation, peace and reconcilia- 
tion by Chrift, or of atonement and fatisfaction * 
by the facrifice of Chrift, as the word here ufed 
fignifies an invention of men; but is the effect of 
infinite wifdom, and a fcheme drawn in the eter- 
nal mjnd, and formed in Chrift from everlafting ; 
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fee 2 Cor. v. 19. Some take thefe words to be 
fpoken by the Father to the Son, upon his appoint- 


ment and agreement to be the ranfomer and re- 


deemer, faying, Go, redeem him, &c. for fo the 
words * may be rendered; and others think they 
are the words of the Son the meffenger to his Fa- 


ther, the advocate with him for his people as 'be= 
fore obferved. s 


¥. 25. His flefh fhall be frefher.thanca cbild’s, &c.] 
Being recovered from illnefs:and reftored to health, 


through the gracious dealings of God with him. 


This is to be underftood not fimply and abfolute- 
ly, but comparatively, or with refpect to his former 
condition ; that he who before was reduced to fkin 
and bone, is now become fat and plump; and whofe 
flefh was dry and withered, now moift, fucculent 
and juicy; and whofe fkin was wrinkled, now 
foft, and fmooth, and fleek; and whofe face was 
pale, now bloomy and ruddy. The Targum is, 
‘s his flefh is weakened more than a child;’’ and 
the Vulgate Latin, * is confumed,” referring to his 
former ftate: he fhall return to the days of bis youth,’ 
His youth renewed, and he feem young again; 
become hale and robuft as in‘his youthful days ; fee 
Pfal, citi. 5. oie 
y. 26. He fhall pray unto God, &c.] As-the for- 
mer verfe expreffes the condition of the body of the 
man recovered from ficknefs, this the frame of his 
foul, and the fpiritual bleffings enjoyed by him: 
fome underitand this of his praying in the time of 
his affliction, and confider it as one means of his 
recovery ; and indeed a time.of affliction is a time 
for prayer; and which brings a good’ man to it, 
who in health and profperity has been negligent of 
it; fuch a one will make his application to God for 
deliverance, and not to the creature ;. and it is his 
mercy and privilege he has a God. to pray unto, 
who can and will help him.’ But according to the 
courfe and connexion of the words, it feems rather to 
refpect what the good man would do, and thé frame 
he would be in upon his recovery ; who would in- 
treat the Lord to make him thankful for the mercy 
received, and accept of his thankfgiving. for the 
fame that his affliction might appear to be fanctified 
unto him, and that he is much the better for it, more 
holy and more humble; and that he would mani- 
feft his pardoning grace to him for all the fins and 
tranfereffions he had been guilty of, his murmur- 
ings and repinings, and every thing elfe during his 
affliction ; and that he may make ufe of his health 
and ftrength given him in the fervice of God, and 
for the glory of hisname. dnd be will be favoura- 
ble to him; which, if underftood of the time of af- 
fiction, it may be interpreted of his laying no more 
on him than he will enable him to bear, and fup- 
porting him under it; of granting his gracious pre- 
fence in it, and of his taking notice of him, vifit- 
ing him, knowing, owning and choofing him in the 
furnace of affliction, and manifefting his care unto 
him ; and of the deliverance of him out of it. But 
if it refpeéts the man as recovered out of affliction, 
it denotes further difcoveries of the {pecial care and 
favour of God to him, which are very enlivening 
and refrefhing, ftrengthning and fupporting ; and 
of his gracious acceptance of his perfon, and of his 
facrifices of prayer, praife and thank{giving, thro’ 
Chrift the mediator and meffenger of the covenant. 
And be fall fee his face with joy: that is, either 
God who is favourable to him, he looks with a 
fmiling 
8 "\53 Propitiationem, Beza, 


Pagninus, Montanus, Muntfter, Bolducius, Vatablus; Expiationem, Tigurine Verfion ; Ly/rum, Cocceius ; Satisfactionem, Schmidt, 
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filing countenance upon an now recovered, 
who before feemed to loo n him with 
in his countenance, there cing a che 
outward difpenfations of mee eb wards 
him, though none in his heart : his counte 
holds the upright with pleafure, whether they fee it 
- or no; he looks upon his people in Chrift with the 
utmoft complacency and delight, and particularly 
when they come to him in the exercife of grace, 
with their prayers, praifes and thankfgivings.. Or 
the man recovered from illnefs, God being favour- 
able to him, he behglds the face of God with joy, 
‘who perhaps had hid it from him in his affliction, 
which caufed trouble ; but now fhewing his face 
and favour, it caufes joy and exultation, even a 
jubilee in his foul. He beholds him in Chrift as the 
God of grace and peace; and through him can 
come to him and look him in the face with com- 
fort and pleafure, .as nothing is more delightful to 
him than the light of his countenance. For be will 
render unto man bis righteoufne/s: not the fick man 
recovered, render to another man what is his right 
and due, or what he may have wronged him of ; 
for which being reproved by the affliction, and con- 
victed of, is defirous of making reftitution: but 
God who will render, return or reftore to the man 
recovered his righteoufnefs, which is the founda- 
tion of his joy; not render to him according to his 
own righteoufnefs, as the Targum, which would be 
but a poor recompence if ftri¢tly given ; nor reftore 
to him the righteoufnefs he loft in Adam, which is 
but a creature-righteoufnefs ; but the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, as Mr Broughton, which is the good man’s 
or the believer’s in Chrift, becaufe wrought out 
for him, imputed to him, and beftowed as a free 
gift on him. Now though this righteoufnefs can 
never be loft, being an everlafting one, yet a fenfe 
of intereft in it may, which is returned, reftored and 
rendered to a man, when that righteoufnefs is afrefh 
revealed to him from faith to faith; the confe- 
quence of which is peace and comfort, joy and 
triumph. 
¥.27. He looketh upon men, &c.] According to 
our verfion and other interpreters, the fenfe is, God 
looks upon men as‘he does on all men in general, 
their ways and their works; and particularly he 
takes notice of men under affliction, and obferves 
how they behave; if they are penitent and confefs 
their fins, he reftores them to health, and does them 
good both in body and foul. But moft carry the 
fenfe another way, and interpret it of the fick man 
recovered, who looks upon his friends and rela- 
tions about him, and any others that come within 
his reach; or he goes about them, as dben Ezra 
explains the word; or will accompany with men, 
as Mr Broughton ; or fets them in rows, as Gerfom, 
in order as at a levee, that he may the better ad- 
drefs them ; or he fhall direét himfelf to them, as 
the Targum; or fhall fing over them or before 
them, fo Schultens*; in a joyful manner, in an 
exulting ftrain exprefs himfelf, as follows; for the 
phrafe, and if any fay", fhould be rendred, and be 
foall fay; make the following confeffion of his 
acknowledement of the goodnefs of God unto 
him. I have finned; againft God and man, and 
that has been the caufe of all my afflictions ; I am 
now fenfible of it, and:ingenuoufly own it: and 
perverted that which was right ; have not done that 


which is right in the fight of God, nor what is jutt' 


and right between man and man; have perverted 
the right ways of God, fwerved from his com- 


t Sy WwW? cantabit fuper vel ‘Coram, Schultens. 
Schultens. 


me a, 
mandments, and gone into erodkeslpatts, 


fiteth me not; as fin does not in the iffue; though 
it promifes profit and advantage, it does not 
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workers of iniquity}; and declined from, or pervert- 
ed juftice and judgment among men. And it prow 


iid 
it; but, on the contrary, much hurt and mifchief 


come by it. may 
¥.28. He will deliver his foul from going into the 


pit, &c.] Into the pit of the grave; and then the 


foul is put for the man or for the body; or into 
the pit of hell or perdition : and bis life fhall fee the 
light ; or he fhall live and enjoy outward profpe- 
rity here, and the light of eternal happinels here- 
after; and fo the Targum interprets it of fuperior 
light, or the light above, even the inheritance of the 
faints in light. Thefe words have a double read- 
ing; the Keri, or marginal reading, is what we fol- 
low; but the Cerid, or textual reading is, be hath de- 
livered my foul from going into the pit, and my life 


fees the light : and which feems to be the better 


reading ; and fo the words are a continuation of 

the addrefs of the man recovered from illnefs to” 

his friends ; fetting forth and acknowledging, 

with joy and thankfulnefs, the great goodnefs of — 

God unto him, that he had delivered him from 

the grave and fpared his life, and given him to 

enjoy great profperity, both temporal and {fpi- 

ritual, ‘ 
y¥.29. Lo, all thefe things worketh God oftentimes 

with man.| This is a fummary or recapitulation of 

what goes before, from ¥. 15. God is an ope- 

rating being, he is always at work in a providential 

way : my father worketh hitherto, Johnv.17. fome- 

times on the minds of men in dreams and vifions; 

and fometimes by affliction, and fometimes by his 

prophets, meffengers and minifters of the word; he> ~ 

works with and by thefe, and all according to the 

internal workings and actings of his mind, his eter- 

nal purpofes and decrees, which are hereby brought 

about: and thefe he works oftentimes, or, as in the 

original, twice ¥ ; therefore when once is not fuifi- 

cient, he repeats it in dreams and vifions; when 

men are not admonifhed by one, he comes to them 

in another: and afflictions, when one does not bring 

men to repentance or anfwer a good purpofe, he 

fends another; and continues the miniftry of the 4 

word in which he waits to be gracious, till all his 

people are brought to repentance, and all his ends 

anf{wered by it: and all this he works with man, 

his darling object, the fpecial care of his provi- 

dence ; and for whom his great concern is in re- 

demption and falvation. He works with men dif- 

tributively confidered, with various men, in the fe- 

veral ways before exprefied; and with men perfon- 

ally and individually; to one and the fame man he 

has often appeared in dreams and vifions, and on 

the fame perfon has laid his afflicting hand again” 

and again; and to the fame individual has given 

line upon line, and precept upon precept. And 

becaufe this is certain and to be depended upon 

as truth, and is worthy of notice and confidera- 

tion, as well as is very wonderful and aftonith- 

ing, that God fhould thus be mindful of man, and 

work with him and for him, 0 or behold is pre- 

fixed unto it: the ends for which all this is done 

follow. toe! ee 

X. 30. To bring back bis foul from the pit, &c.J 

From the pit of the grave; at the mouth oron ~ 

the brink of which he-feemed to be in the ap- 

prehenfion of his friends, and having the fentence 

of death in himfelf; fee Pfal xc. 3. Orto turn 


; 
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away*, or /tay his foul from the pit, as Mr Broughton ; 
prevent his going into it by removing his diforder, 
and reftoring him to health, as in the cafe of Heze- 
kiah, Mai.xxxviii. 17. Or figuratively, from the pit 
of an unregenerate f{tate, which may be compared to 
a pit or grave, becaufe in it lie fuch who are dead 
in trefpafies and fins ; and which is a pit of corrup- 
tion, or a corrupt ftate: men in it are corrupt and 
corrupters, corrupt both in principles and practices 5 
and is an impure one, like to mire and clay 5 and 
a very uncomfortable one, a pit wherein is no wa- 
ter, no refrefhment, no folid peace and comfort. 
In converfion, which fometimes is brought about 
by the above means, afflictive providences, as well 
as by the miniftry of the word, fouls are brought 
back from hence; are regenerated, quickned and 
raifed from the graves of fin and live ipiritually, as 
they are alfo fecured from going down into the pit 
of hell and everlafting deftruction : to be enlighined 
with the light.of the diving ; ina natural fente, to 
enjoy the light of living men, the light of the fun, 
and to live in health and profperity, which ts called 
light in oppofition to affliction and adverfity, ex- 
prefled by darknefs ; fee H/td. vill. 15. Pf. cxii. 4. 
Yai. viii. 22. And in a {piritual fenfe, to live a 
{piritual life, who before were Cead in fin, to live a 
life of faith on Chrift as their righteoufnefs, and 
to live a life of holingfS from him, and in newnels 
of life to his honour and glory; and to have {pi- 
ritual light into their ftate by nature, and their re- 
covery and falvation by Chrift; to fee their nee 
of him, his fuitablenefs, worth and excellency, and 


to have a glimpfe of eternal glory ; as alfo here- | 
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weigh well what has been faid; or rather attend 
to what is further to be faid: hearken unto me; to 
what he was about to fay ; for he was full of mat- 
ter, and had not yet vented all he had to utter: 
hold thy peace, and I will fpeak ; be filent and don’t 
interrupt, and I’]l go on with my difcourfe: 

¥. 32. Lf thou haft any thing to fay, anfwer me, 
&c.] Any thing to object to what he had delivered, 
or any an{wer to return to what he had charged him 
with ; /peak, for I defire to juftify shee. Elihu was 
a fair antagonift, and gave free liberty, time and 
{pace, to make whatfoever reply he thought fit, 
and which he fhould patiently and attentively hear : 
his view was not victory, but that truth might come 
out, and take place and prevail, having nothing 
more at heart than ob’s good ; and could wihh it 
would appear, that he was in all refpeéts a juft man, 
and even in that in which he thought he was not 
juft ; but could he fairly acquit himielf it would be 
a pleafure to him. . 

¥. 33. If not, bearken to me, &c.) If he had 


{ no objection to make, nor anfwer to return, then 


he defires he would attend and liften to what he had 
further to lay before him; hold thy peace, and I 
Joall teach thee wifdom. For though Fob was a wife 
and good man, he might become wifer and more 
knowing ; and indeed when inftruction is given to 
a wife man, he will be yet wifer, Prov. ix. g. and 


| this may be received fometimes from perfons infe- 


rior in age and abilities. Z/bu propofed to teach 


him as he did, natural, moral and evangelical wif 
; dom, efpecially the wifdom of God in his provi- 


dential dealings with men, and what is man’s 


after to partake both of eternal life and eternal | higheft wifdom under thems which is to be recon- 


light, called by our Lord the light of life, John 
Vill. 12. 


| ciled unto them, and patiently to fubmit and to fear 
: the Lord, and be careful not to offend him, which 


¥. 31. Mark well, O Fob, &c.] Confider and | 


to do is wifdom and underitanding. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


N this chapter Elihu reaffumes his difcourfe, 

and proceeds in his anfwer to 70d, in which are 
firft a preface exciting attention, ¥.1—-4. then a 
charge is brought againft fob, exprefied in or ex- 
tracted from fome words that dropped from his 
lips, not fo well guarded, ¥.5—9. A refutation 
of thefe expreffions of his in a variety of arguments, 
¥.10——30. and the chapter is clofed with fome good 
advice to Fob, ¥. 3133. and with an earneit re- 
queit of Elihu to men of underftanding, to join with 
him in trying him to the uttermoft, ¥. 3437. 


¥.1. Furthermore Elibu anfwered and faid,] It 
is reafonable to fuppofe that E/zhu made a confider- 
able paufe, to fee whether ¥ob would make any re- 
ply to what he had delivered, or objet to what he 
had faid; which he gave him free liberty to do, if 
he had any thing upon his mind: but perceiving 
he was not inclined to return any anfwer to him, 
he went on with his difcourfe; and which is called 
a further anfwer to him: for though Yob had made 
no reply to which this could be called an anfwer ; 
yet as there were feveral things remaining for Eiibu 
to anfwer to, and which he propofed to anfwer and 
did, it may with great propriety here be faid that 
he anfwered him. 

¥. 2. Hear my words, O ye wife men, &e.] This 
is not an addrefs to ¥o}’s three friends, as fome 
think ; for Elihu had exprefiéd his difpleafure at 
them, in condemning Yod without convicting him, 


* QW uw avertat, Beza, Mercerus, Pifcator, Michaelis, Schultens, 


and returning folid anfwers to him; and therefore 
he fhould not take their method of dealing with 
him, but take another; and plainly fuggefts that 
wifdom was not with them, nor taught by them ; 
and therefore as he could not give flattering titles to 
men, it could not well be thought that he fhould 
addrefs them as wife and underftanding men, un- 
lefs indeed in an ironical way, as fome choofe to 
interpret it; fee chap. xxxii. 3, 5, 7,9, 12, 14, 21, 
22.. Rather therefore fome byftanders are here 
fpoken to, whom Elihu knew to be men of wifdom 
and knowledge, €&c. as it follows, and give ear unto 
me, ye that have knowledge; and as they were en- 
dued not only with natural and political wifdom 
and knowledge, but with that which is divine and 
fpiritual, they were proper judges of the affair in 
controverfy, and could beft difcern whether what 
Elibu delivered was right or wrong, and to the 
purpofe or not. And befides, though they had a 
large fhare of wifdom and knowledge, yet it was 
but imperfect; and the moft wife and knowing 
may become more fo, and that fometimes by means 
of their inferiors and juniors: and therefore Elibu 
craves their attention to what he had faid or fhould — 
fay, though he was but a young man, and they 
aged, and men of great geniufes and abilities; and 
the rather, he might be preffing on them to be his 
hearers and judges, becaufe, generally fpeaking, 
fuch, as they are the moft judicious, fo the moft 
candid hearers. , 
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y¥. 3. For the car trieth words, &c.] Not only 
the mufical found of them, the goodnefs of the 
language and diction, and the grammatical con- 
ftruétion of them, but the fenfe or them, and whe- 
ther the matter of them is good or not; that they 
are found fpeech, which cannot be condemned, or 
unfound ; whether they are right or wrong, agree- 


able to right reafon, found doétrine and the word 


of God; for there are words and words, fome the 
words of men, others the words of God. A fanc- 
tified ear tries thefe; but then men muft have fuch 
ears to hear, and be attentive to what they hear 
and retain it, hear internally as was as externally ; 
and which a man does when his ears are opened by 
the Lord, from whom are the hearing ear and fee- 
ing eye; and fuch try what they hear, diftinguifh 
between good and bad, approve truth and receive 
it, and retain and hold it faft: as the mouth tafteth 
meat; words and doétrines are like meat, fome 
good and fome bad; and fuch that have a good 
tafte try them, either a rational or rather a fpiritual 
difcernment : fome have no fpiritual tafte, their 
tafte is not changed, and therefore cannot diftin- 
guith, nor make any good judgment of things; but 
others have, and thefe difcern the difference, relifh 
truth, favour the things that be of God, tafte the 
good word of God, and efteem it more than their 
neceflary food ; and it is fweeter to them than the 
hony or the hony-comb. Such Elihu judged thefe 


men to be he addreffed, and therefore defired their 


attention to what he had to fay. 

y. 4. Let us choofe to us judgment, &c.] Take 
the part of the queftion or controverfy in which 
truth and juftice lie, and he doubtlefs has refpect 
to the prefent controverfy with Fob. Let us know 
among ourfelves what is gcod; agree upon that which 
is beft to be done in the prefent cafe, what judg- 
ment to be made of the dealings of God with od, 
and his behaviour under them, and what the beft 
advice to give to him. 

¥.5. For Fob bath faid, I am righteous, &c.] 
Not in exprefs words, but what amounted to it: 
no doubt he was a righteous man in an evangelic 
fenfe, being juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
as all the Old-Teftament faints were, who looked 
to him and believed in him as the Lord their righ- 
teoufnefs, and faid, as the church in thofe times did, 
Surely in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and firength, 
Tfai. xlv. 24, 25. And moreover he was an up- 
right man, to which the Lord himfelf bore tefti- 
mony, chap. i. 8. and had the truth of grace in 
him, that zew man which is created in righteouf- 
nefs and true bolinefs; and alfo lived an holy lite 
and converfation; but then he did not fay or think 
that he was righteous in or of himfelf, or fo as to 
be free from fin: Feb could not judge or fpeak thus 
of himfelf, which would be contrary to what he 
exprefly declares, chap. vii. 20. and ix. 20, 30, 31. 
though it muft be owned, that he thought himfelf 
fo righteous, holy and good, that he ought not to 
have been affli¢ted in the manner he was; in which 
fenfe it is probable Elihu underftood him: and be- 
fides, thefe words are not to be taken feparately, 
but in connexion with what follows, which fhews 
Fob’s fenfe, and how Elihu underftood him, that 
though he was a righteous perfon, he had not juf- 
tice done him: and God bath taken away my judg- 
ment ; which words he did fay, chap. xxvii. 2. fee 


-the note there; or as Mr Broughton renders the 


words, the Omnipotent keeps back my right; does 
not vindicate my caufe, nor fo much as give ita 
hearing, nor lets me know why he contends with 


me; and though I call for juftice to be done, can- 
not be heard, chap. xix. 7. a like complaint of the 
church in J/ai. xl. 27. a 

¥. 6. Should I lie againft my right ? &c.] Nos ~ 
I ought not: this though 7eb had not faid in fo 
many words, yet this feems to be his fenfe in chap. 
XXVii. 4, 5, 6. that fhould he own and fay that he was 
a wicked man, a hypocrite, and deftitute of the 
grace of God, he fhould not only fpeak againft 
himfelf, but, contrary to his con{cience, fay an un- 
truth, and not do juftice to his charaéter. Some 
read the words without an interrogation, as Mr 
Broughton, ** for my right I mutt be a liar ;” that 
is, for vindicating my right, feeking and endea- 
vouring to do mytelf juftice, and clear myfelf from 
falfe imputations, I am reckoned a liar. And to 
this purpofe is the paraphrafe of Aben Ezra, * be- 
‘© caufe I feek judgment, they fay that I lie.” Others 
render them, there is a lie in judging me, fo the 
Vulgate Latin Verfion; that is, *¢ | am falfly ac- 
“< cufed, I am judged wrongfully :” things I know 
not are laid to my charge, which has often been the 
cafe of good men: or, J have lied in judgment; that 
is, failed, as the word is fometimes ufed, J/ai. Iviii. 
11. Hab. iii. 17.” failed in his expectation of judg- 
ment or-of juftice being done him; he looked for 
it but was difappointed ; but the firft fenfe feems 
beft, My wound is incurable without tranfereffion 
not that he thought himfelf without tranfgreffion, 
but that his wound or ftroke infli€ted on him, or 
the afflictions he was exercifed with, were without 
caufe ; were not for any injuftice in his hands, or 
wickednefs that he had committed; and that he ut- 
terly defpaired of being rid of them, or reftored to 
his former health and profperity ; and to this fenfe 
he had expreffed himfelf, chap. ix. 17. and Xvi. 17, 
18, 19, 20.. In the Hebrew text it is, my arrow ¥, 
that is, the arrow that was in him, the arrows of the 
Lord that ftuck faft in him; thefe were thrown at 
him and faftened in him without caufe ; and there 
was no hope of their being drawn out, or of the 
wounds made by them being healed; fee chap.vi. 4. 
Now what E/ibu was offended at in thefe expreffions, 
was that Fob fhould {fo rigidly infift on his innocence, 
and not own himfelf faulty in any refpeét; nor al- 
low there was any caufe for his afflictions, nor enter- 
tain any hope of the removal of them: whereas it 
became him to acknowledge his fins, which no man 
is free from, and that he was dealt with lefs than his 
iniquities deferved ; and that, inftead of indulging 
defpair, he fhould rather fay, J will return to the 
Lord; he hath torn and he will Seal, he hath /mitten 
and he will ind up, Hofea vi. 1. 

y. 7. What man is like Fob, &cc.| This is faid as 
wondering at the part he acted, that a man fo wife 
and good as ob was efteemed to be, fhould behave 
in fuch a manner as he did, who drinketh up {corning 
like water? Kor a foolifh and wicked man to do fo 
is not ftrange nor uncommon; but for a man of 
fuch fenfe and grace as ‘fob was, to do this was afto- 
nifhing; to have no more regard to his character, 
than to expofe himfelf to the fcorn and ridicule of 
men: for a man to become a laughing-ftock to pro- 
fane and wicked men for his religion and piety, it is 
no difgrace, but an honour to him; but by unbe- 
coming words and geftures to make himfelf juftly 
jeered and fcoffed at, is great indifcretion, _ Or it 
may be underftood aétively of his dealing very free- 
ly and frequently in fcoffs and jeers, which he poured 
out very liberally and plentifully, and feemingly 
with as much delight as a man drinks water when 
thirfty ; fee chap. xi. 3. Ph 
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conftant bufinefs and employment to commit fin ; 
and walketh with wicked men, the moft abandoned 
of mankind. Not that Yod kept company with 
fuch, and walked with them in all excefs of riot; 
nor did Elibu think fo; Fob was a man that feared 
God and ef{chewed evil, and evil men; he was a com- 
panion of them that feared the Lord; his delight was 
with the excellent of the earth: nor fhould a good 
man keep company and walk with the wicked, nor 
can he with any pleafure. But the fenfe is, that 
by his words, the expreffions that dropped from 
his lips, he feemed to agree with them, and to be 
of the fame fentiments with them; and what he 
delivered tended to encourage and harden them in 
their finful ways; and what thole words were fol- 
low. 

y¥.9. For he bath faid, &c.] Not plainly and ex- 
prefly, but confequentially ; what it was thought 
might be inferred from what he had faid, parti- 
cularly in chap. ix. 22. it profiteth a man nothing 
that he fhould delight himfelf with God, in his houte 
and ordinances, ways and worfhip; he may as well 
indulge himfelf in the pleafures of fin, and in the 
delights of the world, if God deftroys the perfect 
and the wicked, as Fob had {aid in the place re- 
ferred to; if this be the cafe, it is in vain to ferve 
God and pray unto him, or keep his ordinances ; 
which are the language and fentiments of wicked 
men, and according to which they act, fee chap. 
xxi. 14,15. Mal. iit. 14. Mr Broughton renders it, 
*¢ when he would walk with God;” and fo the 
Targum, ‘in his walking with God,” and ano- 
ther Zargum, *¢ in his running with God :” though 
he walks and even runs in the way of his com- 
mandments, yet it is of no advantage to him; or 
he does the will of God, as Aben Ezra; or feeks 
to pleafe him or be acceptable to him, and to find 
grace in his fight. Whereas though love and ha- 
tred are not known by profperity and adverfity, 
but both come to good and bad men, which feems 
to be Fob’s meaning in the above place, from 
whence this inference is deduced ; yet it is certain 
that godlinefs is profitable to all, 1 Tim. iv.'8. 

v.10. Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of un- 
derftanding, &c.| The fame perfons he addrefies as 
wife men and men of knowledge, y¥. 2. and here 
as men of underftanding, or beart*; the heart be- 
ing the feat of wifdom and knowledge; and fuch 
Elibu defired to be his hearers, to attend to what 
he was about to fay; which was to refute the words 
of Fob, or his fenfe exprefied in the preceding verfes. 
Far be it from God that he fhould do wickednefs; 
and from the Almighty, that he fhould commit zni- 
guity; do any injuftice or injury to any perfon, there 
being no unrighteoufnefs in him, nor in any of his 
ways and works; which fod tacitly feemed to charge 
God with, at leaft as Elibu underftood him. But 
fin is contrary to his pure and holy nature; he can- 
not look upon it with pleafure, much lefs commit 
it; it is forbidden by his holy, righteous law, and 
therefore-would never be done by him the law- 
giver; nor can any one fingle inftance be given of 
wickednefs and unrighteoufnefs committed by him 
in any of his works of nature, or providence, or 
grace. Hie is the author of the evil of afflictions, 
whether as punifhments or fatherly corrections ; 
and in neither cafe does he commit or do any in- 
juftice ; not in punifhing wicked men lefs than they 
deferve, as he does in this life; nor in correcting 
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his own people, which is always for their good : 
but not of the evil of fin; this may be concluded 
from the titles here given, of almighty and all-/uf- 


ficient ; for being fo he can be under no tempta- 


tion of doing an unjuft thing; and which is ex- 
prefied with the like abhorrence and indignation by 
Ehbu, as the fame fentiment is by the apoftle Paw/, 
Rom. ix. 14. 


y. 11. For the work of a man will be render unto 


bim, &c.] The reward of his work, as Ben Ger- 
fom interprets it, whether the work of a wicked man 


or of a good man; and caufe every man to find ac- 
cording to his ways. Which is a truth frequently 
inculcated in the fcriptures ; and will take place e- 
{pecially at the refurrection of the dead, which is 
for that purpofe, and at the final judgment, by the 
righteous judge of all; for though wicked men 
may not be punifhed now according to their de- 
ferts, they will hereafter, which is fufficient to vin- 
dicate the juftice of God: and as for the works and 
ways of good men, though God does not proceed 
according to them in the methods of his grace; 
they are not juftified by them, nor called and faved 
according to them; for though evil works deferve 
damnation, -good works do not merit falvation ; 
yet they age not neglected by the Lord; he is not 
unrighteous to forget them, and verily there is a 
reward for righteous men, though it is not of 
debt but grace; and not for, but in keeping the 


| commands of God is this reward; even commu- 


nion with him and peace in their fouls, which they 
enjoy in, though not as arifing from their keeping 
them ; and at the Jaft day, when their juftification 
will be pronounced before men and angels, it will 
be according to their works of righteoufhefs, not 
done by themfelves but done by Chrift, in their 
room and ftead, and reckoned to them; for the 
obedience of Chrift, by which they are made righ- 
teous, though imputed to them without works, is 
nothing elfe but a feries of good works moft per- 
fectly done by Chrift for them; and according to 
which the crown of righteoufnefs in a righteous 
way will be given them by the righteous Judge. 
All which therefore is a full proof that no iniquity 
is, will or can be committed by the Lord. 

¥. 12. Yea, furely God will not do wickedly, &c.] 
This truth is repeated and affirmed in the ftrongeft 
manner; or will not condemn, as the Vulgate Latin 
Verfion, and fo the Targum, that is, he will not con- 
demn the righteous; for though he may afflict 
them, which is done that they may not be con- 
demned with the world, he will not condemn them; 
for there is no condemnation to them that are in 
Chrift; his righteoufnefs, by which they are jufti- 
fied, fecures them from all condemnation. Néei- 
ther will the Almighty pervert judgment : pronounce 
a wrong fentence, decline the execution of juftice, 
fwerve from the rule of it, or do a wrong thing ; 
for he punifhes wherever he finds it, either in the 
finner or his furety ; and his punifhing it in his Son, 
as the furety of his people, is the ftrongeft proof 
of his punitive juftice that can be given: nor does 
he neglect to chaftize his people for fin, though fa- 
tisfied for; fo far is he from conniving at fin, and 
ftill farther from committing it; fee chap. viii. 2. 
and the wote there. | 

¥. 13. Who bath given bim a charge over the 
earth? &c,) Or who hath committed the earth un- 
to him, and made it his care and charge? Is there 
any above him that has put him into this poft and of- 


fice? Under whofe direétion andcommand is he, and 
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to whom is he accountable? None at all; he is 
no deputy or fub-governor: the kings of the eart 
are under him, and they have others fubordinate 
to them; but he is above all, higher than the 
higheft: he is fole governor of the world in his 
own right, by right of creation, and which he has 
from himfelf and not another ; he has no rival nor 
partner with him, none to whom he is accounta- 
ble, or can controll him; and fince he is the judge 
of all the earth, he will do right. Subordinate go- 
vernors fometimes do unjuft things in obedience to 
their fuperiors, or to pleafe them, or through fear 
of them ; but nothing of this kind is or can be the 
cafe with God; as he cannot do any injuftice thro’ 
inclination of nature, nor through ignorance, as 
men may; fo neither through fear of any, there 
being none above him from whom he has received 
a charge, or that rules over him; and, as Farchi 
exprefies it, can fay to him, what doft thou? as, 
I did not command thee fo and fo. And though 
he is fovereign and independent, and his power un- 
controlable, it is contrary to his nature to make an 
ill ufe of it; and was juftice perverted by him, the 
world would foon be in the utmoft confufion: but 
it is a plain cafe there is a God that judgeth in the 
earth, and cannot commit iniquity. Or, this may 
be faid with refpect to man; who has committed 
the earth to man, to be his charge, to be governed 
by him? if fo, it would foon come to nothing; all 
creatures in it would be deftroyed, as in the follow- 
ing verfes; but this is not the cafe. Or who has 
given it to man to poffefs ir, and to enjoy all things 
in it, and has put all things into his hands and in 
fubjection to him, to make ufe thereof, and for his 
good, delight and pleafure, and vifits him in it ina 
providential way, in great kindnefs and goodnefs? 
It is the Lord; and can it be thought that he that 
is fo good and beneficent to men, will do them 
any injuftice? no furely! Yea, fhould he take away 
all thefe good things he has given them, and even 
life itfelf, it could be no injuftice, fince he would 
only take away what he had given and had a right 
unto. Or who bath difpofed the whole world? or 
created it, as 4ben Ezra; that ftored it with all the 
good things’in it for the ufe of men? or put it in 
the beautiful order it is, fo fuitable and convenient 
for the good of his creatures? or made it the habi- 
table earth it is for man and beaft ? So Mr Brougb- 
ton renders the whole, ‘* who before him looked to 
s¢ the earth, or who fettled all the dwelt land?” Or 
who made it the fruitful earth it is, abounding 
with plenty of food for man and beaft? or who dif- 
pofes of all things in it by his wife providence, fo 
that every thing is beautiful in its feafon? None 
but the Lord has done all this; how then can it 
be thought that he who has filled the earth with 
his goodnels, fhould do wickedly or pervert judg- 
ment ? 

y.14. Df be fet bis heart upon man, &c.| Not 
his love and affections ; though there are fome he 
does in this fenfe fet his heart on, and whofe fouls 
at death he gathers to himfelf, but with this fenfe 
the next verfe will not agree; but to deftroy him, 
as Farchi adds by way of explanation; if he gives 
his mind to it, is fet upon it and refolved to do it, 
none can hinder him; or fets himfelf againft him 
in an hoftile way, the iffue muft be entire ruin 
and deftruction to the race of men; but it is plain 
this is not the cafe, or otherwife all muft have pe- 
rifhed long ago: or if he feverely marks the ways 
and works of men, and deals with them accord- 
ing to the ftrictnefs of his juftice, which yet he 
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might do without any charge of injuftice, none 
could ftand before him; but this he does not, fo — 
far is he from any injuftice or any appearance of 
it. If he gather unto bimfelf his fpirit and bis . 
breato ; not his own fpirit and breath, drawing 
in and retaining that within himfelf, and with- 
holding the influence of it from his creatures, which, 
the Septuagint Verfion feems to favour; but the 
fpirit and breath of man, which are of God, and 
which as he gives, he can gather when he pleafes, 
The fpirit or rational foul of man is put in him 
by the Lord ; this at death is feparated from the 
body, yet dies not with it, but is gathered to the 
Lord: and the breath which he breathes into man, 
and is in his noftrils, and which as he gives, he can 
take away, and then man dies. Bur in doing this 
he does no injuftice; indeed fhould he in anger 
and refentment rife up and deal thus with men in 
general, the confequence mutt be as follows. 

¥.15. All fle shall perifo together, 8c.) Not 
one by one, or one after another, as they generally 
do, but all together; as when the flood fwept away 
the world of the ungodly. dll fleh fignifies all 
men, and their bodies of flefh particularly, which 
are weak, frail] and mortal; and if God gathers or 
takes out the fpirit from them, they die immedi- 
ately, which is meant by perifhing, as in Eccl. vii. 
15. Iai. \vii. 1. And man fall turn again unto 
duft ; from whence he came, as the body does at 
death; when thofe earthly tabernacles of the bo- 
dies of men, which have their foundation in the 
duft, are diffolved and fink into it. Now though 
this is the cafe of particular perfons, one after an- 
other, yet it is not a general cafe, as it would be, if 
God was to exert his power, as he might without 
any charge of injuftice: and this fhews the merci- 
ful kindnefs of God to man, fo far is he from do- 
ing any thing injurious or unjuft, 

y. 16. If now thou hatt underftanding, bear this, 
&c.] Not as calling his underftanding in queftion, 
as if he had none: for ¥ob was a very underftand- 
ing man; he had not loft his natural underftanding 
by his afflictions, fee chap. vi. 13. nor was he 
without an underftanding of divine things, as his 
fpeeches and anfwers fhew ; but rather it is taken 
for granted that he was a man of underftanding : 
if or feeing thou haft underftanding, art a man of 
knowledge and intelligence, therefore hearken and 
attend to what has been faid or about to be faid; 
though, as fome Few interpreters * obferve, the 
word is not a noun but a verb, and is imperative, 
underftand thou now, hear this; and then the fenfe 
is, 7f things are fo as before related, ¥. 13,14, 15, 
then now underftand this, take it into thy heart, 
and mind, and well weigh and confider it; bearken 
to the voice of my words, either the preceding or 
following ones. j 

¥.17. Shall even he that bateth right govern? 
&c.] That hates moral and civil juftice; is fuch 
an one fit to rule among men or over them? No 
furely; for to love righteouinefs and do it, is a 
qualification of a civil governor ; it is his bufinefs 
to adminifter juftice ; and if an hater of it, he can 
never be a proper perfon to rule: and if God was 
an hater of that which is right, as he would feem 
to be if he did not do it, he would not be fit 
to govern the world as he does. To this abfurdity 
is Fob reduced, by fuggefting that right was not _ 
done him, or that God had removed his judgment 
from him; fee 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. Gen. xviii. 25. Rom. — 
iii. 5, 6. Mr Broughton tranflates the words, Can 
a foe to judgment rule well? And yet it cannot be 
; denied, 
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denied, but muft be owned, that God does judge 
in the earth and judges righteoufly. Or fhall fuch 
an one bind»; the allufion may be to a chirur- 
geon that binds up wounds. Sin makes wounds, 
and fuch as cannot be healed by men; but God 
can bind them up and cure them, and does: but 
would he do this, if he hated that which is right, if 
he was not kind and merciful, juft and good? fee 
Hofea vi. 1. Or as others render it, which comes 
pretty near to the fame fenfe, Shall a hater of judg- 
ment refrain wrath © 2 Such are tyrants, cruel and 
unmerciful, full of wrath and-vengeance, and which 
they execute in a barbarous manner ; but fuch is 
not God; he ftirs not up all his wrath, which he 
in juftice might; he retains it not for ever, but de- 
lights in mércy. And wilt thou condemn bim that 
is moft juft? At is not right to condemn any juft 
man, to charge him wrongfully, and then pafs an 
unrighteous fentence on him ; and much lefs to 
charge the righteous God with injuftice, and con- 
demn him that is moft juft, fuperlatively juft; in 
whom there is not the leaft fhadow of unrighte- 
oufnefs; who is righteous in all his ways, and holy 
in all his works; who is naturally, effentially and 
infinitely righteous. 

¥.18. Is it fit to fay to a king, Thou art wicked? 
&c.] Not even to a bad king; for though he may 
be reproved for his fins, yet not by any or every 
one, but by a fit and proper perfon: and generally 
fpeaking, if not always, the fcriptural inftances of 
reproving fuch kings, are of men that were pro- 
phets, and fent in the name of the Lord to do it; 
and when done by them, was done with decency : 
and much lefs fhould this be faid to a good king; as 
to fay to him, Be/ia/, the word here ufed; or thou 
art Belial; or a fon of Belial, as Shimei faid to 
David, 2 Sam. xvi. 7. a name given to the worft 
of men, and is the devil himfelf; and fignifies ei- 
ther one without a yoke, or lawlefs, which a king 
is not; or unprofitable, whereas a king is a mi- 
nifter of God for good; is for the punifhment of 
evil-doers, and for a praife to them that do well, 
And to princes, Ye are ungodly 2 Who have their 
name from being generous, munificent and liberal, 
and therefore fhould not be treated in fuch a man- 
ner. Who are the fons of kings, or fubordinate 
magiftrates to them, and execute their will and 
pleafure, laws and precepts. And if now fuch 
language is not to be ufed to earthly kings and 
princes, then furely not to the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords; fo Farchi interprets it of God the 
king of the world; and fome Chriftian interpret- 
ers, as Schmidt, underftand by Princes the three 
perfons in the godhead; which can hardly be made 
to bear: though could the whole be underftood of 
God in the three perfons of the deity, the con- 
nexion with the following verfe would run more 
fmoothly without the fupplement that is made; fo 
Broughton, ** to the King, the King of nobles, that 
** accepteth not,” &e. 

y. 19. How much lefs to him that accepteth not 
the perfons of princes, &c.| And indeed God is not 
the refpecter of the perfons of any, no not of the 
greate{t men on earth, kings and princes ; thefe are 
alike dealt with by him as others in the difpenfa- 
tions of his providence; nor do they efcape the 
marks of his difpleafure, wrath and vengeance, 
when they fin againft him: nor regardeth the rich 
more than the poor; by fhewing favour to them, or 
conniving at them, For they are all the work of 
his bands ; both the rich and the poor ; not only 
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as creatures made by him, but as rich men and poor 
men; it is God that makes men rich or poor, 
1 Sam. ii. 7. Prov. xxii, 2. inftances follow prov- 
ing this, that God is no refpecter of perfons on ac- 
count of outward circumftances. 

¥. 20. In a moment fhall they die, &cc.} Princes 
as well as the common people, rich men as well 
as poor; all muft and do die, great and fmall, 
high and low, kings and peafants, rich and poor 
men, and fometimes fuddenly ; are ftruck dead at 
once, and without any previous notice, that night, 
that hour, that moment their fouls are required of 
them. ‘The Zargum interprets this of the men of 
Sodom. And Mr Broughton, in his margin, refers 
to the hiftory of them in Gen, xix. and the people 
Joall be troubled at midnight ; either the common 
people when their kings and governors die; or the 
relations and friends of perfons deceafed ; and this 
circumftance at midnight is added, which makes 
the fcene more melancholy, awful and fhocking, 
when it happens at fuch a time. The above Zar- 
gum underftands it of the Egyptians, when their 
firft-born were flain, which was in the middle of 
the night; and Mr Broughton refers in his margin 
to the fame inftance : but it is a queftion whether 
this affair ever came to the knowledge of Fo and 
his friends, at leaft not fo early as this controverfy. 
And pafs away not into another country being 
taken and carried away captive; but pafs away by 
death into their graves, and into another world. 
Sephoruo interprets it of the deftroying angel’s pafs- 
ing over the tents of the //raelites, and not entering 
into them to {mite them when they fmote the firft- 
born of Egypi. But the former fenfe is beft, fee 
Pfal, xxxvit. 36. And the nizhty foall be taken a- 
way without hand; without the hand of men, but 
by the immediate hand of God; not falling in 
battle, or in.a common natural way by difeafes, 
but by fome judgment of God upon them: and - 
the whole verfe feems to be underftood not of a 
natural death, or in the common way, but of 
fudden death in a way of judgment, from the im- 
mediate hand of God, and that upon the mighty 
and great men of the earth; which fhews that he 
is no refpecter of princes, fee Dam. viii. 25. and 
X1, 20. 

¥.21. Lor bis eyes are upon the ways of man, &c.} 
Which denotes the omnifcience of God, which 
reaches to every man, to every individual, and to 
all men in general; and to their ways, to every 
{tep taken by them, to the whole of their lives and 
converfations, and every action of them; to all 
their internal and external ways and goings ; per- 
haps the former may be meant in this, and the lat- 
ter in the following claufe. This may denote all 
their inward thoughts, the workings of their mind, 
the imaginations of their heart; all their fecret pur- 
pofes, defigns and fchemes; and all the defires and 
affections of their foul; and all thefe whether good 
or bad: and he feeth all bis goings; the whole of 
his walk and converfation, condu&t and beha- 
viour ; all his external ways, works and actions ; 
and thefe whether of good or bad men, fee Pfalm 
CXXxix. 1—6. 

¥. 22. There is o darkne/i, nor fhadow of death, 
where the workers of iniquity may bide themfelves.] 
By whom may be meant chiefly profane finners 
that are abandoned to a.vicious courfe of life, and 
make a trade of fin, or that the common courfe of 
their lives; tho’ fecret finners, and even profeffors 
of religion, hypocrites, who in a more private man- 
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fuch may endeavour to hide themfelves through | 


fhame and fear, but all in vain and to no purpofe; 
there is no fcreening themfelves and their aétions 
from the all-feeing eye of God, and from his wrath 
and vengeance. - No darknefs of any fort can hide 
them, not the thick clouds of the heavens, nor the 
darknefs of the night; nor is there any darknefs in 
God that can obftruct his fight of them; nor are 
they able to caft any mift before his eyes, or ufe 
any colourings, pretences, and excufes he cannot 
fee through. Nor /hadow of death ; the groflett and 
thickeft darknefs ; nor is even the grave itfelf an 
hiding place for finners, from whence they will be 
raifed to receive the juft deferts of their fins. See 
chap. X. 21, 22. and xiv. 13. Now from the om- 
nifcience of God, and his clear uninterrupted fight 
of all perfons and their actions, inward and out- 
ward, Elibu argues to the juftice of God, who 
therefore cannot do any thing amifs through igno- 
rance, error, or miftake. 
¥. 23. For be will not lay upon man more than 
right, &c.j Neither in.a way of duty, his law 
being holy, juft, and good, not any of his com- 
mandments grievous, but all his precepts concern- 
ing all things right, his yoke eafy and his burden 
light ; nor in a way of punifhment, always punifh- 
ing men lefs than their iniquities deferve; nor in 
a way of chaftifement, fuffering nothing to befal 
his people but what is common to men ; and he 
is faithtul to bear them up under it and through 
it, and to make a way of efcape out of it: or the 
phrafe, than right, being a fupplement, may be left 
out, and the words be conneéted with what fol- 
lows, that be fhould enter into judgment with God ; 
and the fenfe is, either that God does not put it on 
man to go again into judgment with him ; he does 
not fuffer him to have a caufe heard over again, 
to appeal from God or to him to have a fecond 
hearing ; nor is any thing to be got by it, he is in 
one mind and none can turn him, or reverfe or get 
reverfed any fentence of his; and therefore it was a 
piece of weaknefs in ob to infift fo much as he did 
to have a hearing of his caufe before him, fince he 
could not expect there would be any alteration 
made in his favour: or, as Mr Broughton reads it, 
it is not for men to purpofe to enter into judgment be- 
fore the Omnipotent ; {uch a purpofe is vain, he can 
never carry his caufe again{t him ; it is a piece of 
weaknefs to pretend to litigate a point with him : 
or the fenfe is, he puts no more on man than to 
come to him in judgment, fo Schultens he has ap- 
pointed a perfon and time to judge the world in 
righteoufnefs, and all muft appear before his tri- 
bunal; and every thing, thought, word and action, 
will then and there be brought into an account, 
and righteous judgment will pafs; and therefore 
fince he has fixed fuch a method of proceeding, 
and requires no other, he can never be charged 
with injuftice. 
y. 24. He fhall break in pieces mighty men with- 
out number, &c.] Such as are mighty in bodily 
ftrength, as the giants of the old world, and fuch 
as were inhabitants of fome parts of the land of 
“Canaan, or mighty in power and authority, being 
kings, princes, rulers and governors, over nations 
and cities; or mighty in wealth and riches, which 
give men power and ftrength; thefe God can and 
fometimes does break in pieces like potters veffels, 
and even mighty kingdoms and nations themfelves 
he will make like the chaff of the fummer-threfhing 
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can tell how many of thefe mighty men, men of 
gigantic ftature, were drowned in the flood, or cut. 
off by the fword of the //raelites in the land of Ca-_ a 


naan? or without fearch4, as it may be rendered 5 a 
either on the part of God who needs not any, with 
whom are unneceflary any formal inquiries into 4 


caufe, or examination of witnefles, in order to a 
judicial procefs againft delinquents, all being naked 
and open before him at once; or on the part of. 
man, with whom the ways and judgments of God 
are unfearchable, and who ought not clofely and 
curioufly to inquire into any of his proceedings, 
and the caufes and reafons of them, who does all. 
things after the counfel of his own will. © Mr. 
Broughton renders it without end, for ever; with an. 
everlafting deftruction, an utter and irretrievable 
one; he fo breaks them as that they never can be 
made whole again, like an earthen veffel that is 
broke to pieces and cannot be put together again. . 
And fet others in their ftead ; God always provides 
for a fucceffion in the world, that as when one 
generation goes.off, another comes on 3 when he 
deftroyed the world with a flood, he preferved a 
family to replenifh the earth; when the fathers of 


‘the Fewi/b nation, their carcaffes fell in the wilder- 


nefs, their children were raifed up in their room to 
enter the good land and pofiefs it; and particularly 
he provides for the civil government of the world, 
and when he pulls down or removes one king he 
fets up another, and will not fuffer kingdoms and 
{tates to fall into anarchy and confufion; and fome- 
times, when he cafts down the mighty from their 
feats, he exalts men of low degree, as when he re- 
jected Saul he took David from the fheepfold; and 
makes fuch kings and kingdoms to /rand * ftable 
and firm, as the kingdom of David, and as the 
word here ufed fignifies. 
¥. 25. Therefore be knoweth their works, &c.] 
Being God omnifcient, or rather takes notice of 
them, weighs and confiders them, and gives to 
man according to them; or rather makes them 
known, for. of his omnifcience E/ibu had fpoken be- 
fore; he makes them known.to themfelves, faftens 
convictions of their evil ways and works on their . 
confciences, and obliges them to confefs them, as 
the inftances of Cain, Pharaoh, and others thew; 
and he makes them known to others by the judg- 
ments he executes, as on the old world, Sodom and 
Gomorrah; and the works of all will be made ma- 
nifeft at the day of judgment. And be overturneth 
them iz the night; literally taken, as the firft-born 
of the Egyptians were flain in the night; and Pba-~ 
raob and his hoft were drowned in the Red-fea in 
the night; and the 4fyrian army were deftroyed 
by an angel in one night; and Bel/bazzar was 
killed in the night, and the Babylonian empire 
tranflated to the Medes and Perfians at the fame 
time: or figuratively, that is, fuddenly, at una- 
wares, and by furprize, and as quickly and eafily as 
the night is turned into day; and fuch a revolution 
is made, as when he turns the night into day, and “ 
difcovers and makes known all their fecret actions == 
committed in the dark ; or he turns the night of 3 
calamity upon them, and puts an end to their 
light of temporal happinefs and profperity; or 
turns the night of death and everlafting wrath 
and juftice on them, the blacknefs of darknefs-—~ — 
upon them: jo that shy are destreyed; bothina 
temporal fenfe on every fide, with an utter deftrue~ 
* 


Fee 


, Ps, ¥ 


~, at atts ’ 
& ‘ 
. ; Fc 
’ - ° 


Chixxxiv. y26t50 FF O B - 


tion; and in a fpiritual fenfe, with an everlafting 
one. . 

y. 26. He Striketh them as wicked men, &c.]| 
Such is the ftri€t juftice of God that he never ftrikes 
men, or inflicts punifhment on them, or brings 
down his judgments upon them, but as wicked 
men, and becaufe of their wickednefs ; the cafting 
of man out of /den was for his fin, as well as the 
cafting down the angels from heaven that finned ; 


the drowning of the old world, the deftruéction of 


Sodom and Gomorrah, the ruin of Pharaob and his 
hoft, the driving the Canaanites out of their land, 
the various captivities of the J/raelites, with other 
inftances of God’s difpleafure with men -in this 
world, and the everlafting punifhment of them in 
another, are only of them as wicked men, and for 
fin; and therefore he is not chargeable with any 
unrighteoufnefs. 


Pharaoh and his hoft into the fea in the room and 
ftead of the wicked //raelites, that came up from 
thence, in the open fight of others, which the fame 
interpreter refers to the /raelites feeing the Egyp- 
tians dead on the fea-fhore; or in the place of them 


that fee*, that is, in a public manner, as generally 


malefactors are executed, to which the allufion 
may be; it denotes the publicknefs of God’s righ- 
teous judgments on wicked men, for the greater 


declaration of his power and juftice, and for the 


greater fhame and difgrace of fuch wicked men, 
and for the joy and comfort of the righteous. deli- 
vered from them. 


y. 27. Becaufe they turned back from him, &c.] 


Became apoftates from the ways and worfhip of 


God, as the pofterity of Cain before the flood, and 
the pofterity of Ham after it; who-had been edu- 
cated and trained up therein, and turned from the 
law of God, as the Septuagint verfion, from the light 


and law of nature: and would not confider any of 
bis ways; either of providence, whether in a way of 


mercy which might lead to repentance, or in a 
way of judgment which might be a caution and 


inftruction to them; or of his precepts, the way of 


his commandments, not any of thefe would they 
confider; fo as to exprefs a value for them, fhew 
any regard to them, and walk in them; and which 
was owing to the ftubbornnefs of their wills; they 
would not advert to’ them. 

yr. 28. So that they caufe the cry of the poor to 
come to bim, &c.) To God; through their oppref- 


fions of the poor they are made to cry by reafon of 


them, and who come to God with their cries, and 
tears, and fupplications, and which enter into the 
ears of the Lord of hofts. And be beareth the cry 
of the offlided, as he did the cry of the J/raelites 
under “£gyptian bondage; he is a God hearing 
and anfwering prayer, and he particularly attends 
to the cry of the humble, and of the afflicted, and 
arifes for their help and deliverance. 

¥. 29. When be giveth quietne/s, who then can 
make trouble? &c.| Quietnefs or peace is of God ; 
external peace to bodies of men, to communities, 
civil and religious, and to particular perfons; quiet- 
nefs and contentment in outward enjoyments, peace 
and fafety at home, and from enemies abroad ; in- 
ward {piritual peace, this is of God, is in Chrift, and 
from him ; is the fruit of his righteoufnefs, {poke 
by his blood, comes through faith in Chrift, and 
is enjoyed in his ordinances, and continues as long 
as it is the pleafure of God to give it, and cannot be 
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difturbed by men of devils; a national peace, when 
God gives it, cannot be broke in upon; nor the peace 
of churches, though there are always fome inclined 
to be troublers of the //rae/ of God ; nor the peace 
of particular perfons, not their outward peace and 
quietnefs, when God fets an hedge of providence 
about them; nor their inward peace, not by all the 
afflictions and perfecutions they meet with in the 
world; nor by all the temptations of Satan, and 
the corruptions of their own hearts. The Targum 
is, Who fhall condemn? and fo the Septuagint, Vul- 


gate Latin, Syriac and Arabic verfions, when God 


acquits, abfolves, and juftifies men, who can con- 
demn them? See Rom. viii. 33. Ifaiah |. 8, 9. 
When God pronounces the fentence of juftification 
by the righteoufnefs of Chrift in the confcience of 
a finner, it produces peace folid and fubftantial, 
and this being done, who fhall condemn? or of 
what avail will their condemnation be? whether 
of the law, or of Satan, or of the world, or of 
themfelves, of their own hearts. dud when he 
hideth his face, who then can behold him? whether 
it be done againft a nation, or againft a man only? 
Whether Ged hides his face from a nation, as he 
fometimes did from the nation of J/rae?, becaufe 
of their fins; when he would not hear their prayers, 
nor affift them againft their enemies, nor arife for 
their help and deliverance out of their hands: or 
from his church and people, his {piritual Facob and 
Jfrael, as when they complain, their way is hid from 
the Lord, and the Lord has forgotten and forfaken 
them; or from particular perfons, as from David, 
Heman, and others; and who of the Lord’s peo- 
ple, but at one time or another are under the hid 
ings of his face? and then there is no finding him, 
no looking to him with comfort and confidence 3 
no looking into and beholding the works and ways 
of God, and the caufes of his dealings with them 5 
thefe are out of fight, his ways are in the deep, 
and his foot{teps are not known. Some refer this 
to men, who. will fhew favour to him whom God 
frowns upon? who will look at him in a pleafant 

manner, when God hides his face from him ? 
¥. 30. That the hypocrite reign not, &c.| Thefe 
words feem to be connected with y. 24. He break- 
eth in pieces mighty men, &c. to the end of y. 28. 
the whole twenty ninth ver/e being read in a paren- 
thefis ; or with the phrafe be bideth bis face, as God 
is faid to be in the deftruction of mighty wicked 
men, who opprefs the poor, and caufe their cry to 
come to God, to prevent the reign of an hypo 
crite, or however to fhorten it. By an hypocrite is 
not meant a common hypocrite in religion, but an 
hypocrite in politics; who pretends to great huma- 
nity and goodnefs, to a tender care of the people, 
and a prefervation of them in their rights and li- 
berties, and promifes to fupport and eftablifh the 
conftitution, and obferve the laws of the nation, 
with a fhew of zeal for the religion profeffed in it. 
But when he has afcended the throne, and got the 
power into his hands, he throws off the mafk and 
becomes a tyrant; and men of fuch a temper, ei- 
ther God does not fuffer to afcend the throne, but 
if they do get on it through artifice and deceit, he 
fuffers them not to continue, but depofes them and 
cuts their reign fhort: and this he does left the peo- 
ple be enfnared , be brought into bondage, and lofe 
their rights, privileges and liberties ; or left they be 
drawn into fin by their precepts or examples. Some 
take the fenfe of the words to be, that God fuffers 
not 
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fuch kings in his wrath 
iniquities. - 
y. 31. Surely it is meet to be faid unto God, &c.] 
By any afflicted perfon under his chaftifing hand, 
and particularly by ‘0b, for whom the advice and 
in{tructions in this and the following verfe are de- 
fienéd. J bave born chaftifement; the word cha/- 
tifement is not in the text, but is very properly fup- 
plied, as it is by ‘archi and others; the affliction 
of God’s people is a fatherly chaftifement, and 
fhould be confidered and born as fuch; and it be- 
comes an afflicted good man to fay, ‘* I have born 
«¢ and ftill do bear, and I'am content yet to bear, 
“¢ the chaftifement of the Lord; Iam defirous to 
“ bear it willingly, chearfully, and patiently, until 
“¢ he is pleafed to rémove it from me.”’ ‘See Mic. 
vii. g. JL will not offend any more; that is, fin any 
more; fin is an offence to God, being contrary to 
his nature, and a breach of his law; ‘ob had fin- 
ned as every good man does, no man is without 
fin, in many things we all offend; and on account 
of fin God chaftens his people, and the defign of 
it is to bring them to a fenfe and acknowledgment 
of it; and ic becomes them under chaftening pro- 
vidences to confefs it, and humble themfelves un- 
der the mighty hand of God, and in the ftrength 
of divine grace determine to be careful not ‘to of- 
fend more. Some render the words J wil] not cor- 
rupt *; that is, myfelf or others, my ways and works 
by finning; and others, J will not break, or break 
through”, the commands-of God; and fo the fenfe 
of this and the former verfion is much the fame 
with ours; or I will not endeavour to break thro’ 
the afflictive providence in which I am fhut up, or 
break off the fetters and cords of affiiction, but 
bear all patiently, until it is the Lord’stime and 
will to fet me at liberty. .Some, as Ben Gerfom, 
interpret this and the preceding claufe, J pardon, 
T will not deftroy; or will not retain a pledge, as 
others‘; and fo take them to be the words of God 
himfelf; and thus Mr Broughton renders the whole 
verfe, ‘* Now unto the omnipotent which faith, I 
<« pardon, I will not deftroy, this /hould be faid,”” 
namely, what follows in the next verfe*: it is the 
prerogative of God, and it is his grace to pardon, 
and fuch whom he pardons he never deftroys, but 
accepts, difcharges and remits the furety’s bond or 
pledge ; and nothing more effectually engages to 
a careful abftinence from fin for the future, than a 
fenfe of pardoning grace; and it highly becomes 
fuch perfons to fay what they are next directed to. 
y. 32. That which J /ee not, teach thou me, &c. | 
Which may be underftood ‘either of the chattife- 
ments of God, and his dealings with his people in 
a providential way, and of the defign and ufe of 
them, which are fometimes unfearchable, and at 
moft but a part of them only feen and known; it 
is meet to fay to God, it is but a fmall part and 
portion of thy ways that is known by me; I can 
fee but little into them: teach me more of thy mind 
and will in them, or elfe of fins and tranfgreffions 
the caufe of chaftifement ; it is proper for an-afflict- 
ed man to fay unto God, I am confcious to myfelf 
of many finful failings and infirmities, but there 
may be fecret fins committed by me which have 
efcaped my notice and obfervation, point them out 
to me, that I may be humbled for them, and make 
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not fuch to reign, but when he does it is becaufe of | a free confeffion of them. If ‘T have done et Y, 
tted any 


the offences or fins of the people’; he gives them 
to punifh them for their 


I will do no more ; that is, if I have commi 
capital crime, any foul offence or grofs enormity, ~ 

for otherwife no man lives without fin; I fincerely _ 
‘repent of it, and will take care for the future thro” — 
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divine grace, to do fo no more. 4, 
y¥. 33. Should it be according to thy mind? &c.] 
O Fob, for the words feem to be direéted to him ; 


,and may refpeét either the government of the 


world in general, and the difpofal of all things in 
it, treated of in this chapter, though more remote- 
ly, ¥. 13. Is it not proper that God fhould govern 
it who has made it, and do all things in it as he 
pleafes? is it fit he fhould confult with men what 


‘to do, or be inftruéted and taught by them in the 


path of judgment ? is it meet that every man fhould 
have his mind and will, and have every thing go 
in the form and courfe moft eligible to him? Or 
elfe they may refpect chaftifement, with which the 
words are more nearly connected ; and fo the fenfe 
be, fhould man be confulted, as ob or any other, , 
and his mind known firft, whether he fhould be 
chaftened or no? fhould a fon or a fervant be afked 
firft by a parent or mafter, whether it is fitting to 
give correction or not? or is man to be advifed 
with in what way and manner he fhould be chaft- 
ened of God, whether in his perfon, or family, or 
eftate 2. or how long the chaftening fhould endure 
upon him, and when it fhould be removed? no 
furely ; all fhould be left with God, the wife and 
fevereign difpofer of all things. He. will recom- 
penfe it, whether thou refufe, or whether thou choofe, 
and not I that is, God will recompenfe chatftife- 
ment; he will chaftife whom he pleafes, and in what 
manner he pleafes, and as long as he pleafes, whe- 
ther man confents or fubmits to it or no; he will 
not afk his leave; he will do according to the coun- 
fel of his own will; and thou 7ob mayeft choofe 
or refufe to fubmit to him as thou likeft beft, for 
my part was it my cafe I would not refufe fubmif- 
fion to his will; I would fay, It is the Lord, let him 
do what feemeth good in his fizght. Some make this 
laft claufe the words of God, put by way of quef- 
tion, Should/t thou choofe or refuse,and not 12 fhouldtt 
thou have thine option and refufal, and not 1? 
fhould man be his own choofer, or choofe for him- 
felf what he likes beft? fhould he not fay, the 
Lord fhall choofe mine inheritance for me, though 
that inheritance is affliction? The words are ren- 
dered by others to different fenfes, all which to ob- 
ferve would be too tedious: fome’to this fenfe, 
<¢ what is of thyfelf God recompenfes ;” fin is of a 
man’s felf, it flows from his corrupt heart and will, 
he is not tempted to it of God; nor is it to be 
afcribed to the temptations of Satan, which, tho* 
they may have their influence, fin is a man’s own. 
act and’ deed; and God will recompenfe it in one 
way or another, whether man will or no; either in 
a way of punifhment on the finner himfelf, or on his 
furety for him ; or in a way of fatherly correction 
and chaftifement; and this is the Lord’s doing and 
not mine, and he is juft in fo doing. Therefore 
Speak what thou knowe/ft; if thou knoweft any thing 
better than this, or canft contradi& what is faid : or 
as others™ to this purpofe, ‘‘ did ever fuch a fpeech 
«< come from thee, as exprefied in the precedin 
<< verfes? God will recompenfe it, if thou refufe 
“¢ to fpeak in fuch a fubmiffive manner; thou. _ 
«¢ mayeft refufe to do it, I would not; I fhould 
“* choofe 
» Non difrumpam, Beza. | i Non pig- 
k Tigurine Verfion, Vatablus, 
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 choof to fubmit and bear the affliction patient- 
« ly; if thou thinkeft otherwife, fpeak out thy 
“¢ mind.” 


4. Let men of underftanding tell me, &c.} 


y. 
Whether I am right or wrong; and let a wife man 
bearken unto me; to what I have faid or fhall fay. 
Elibu here addreflés the company around him, the 
wife and intelligent part of them ; the words may 
be rendered in the future tenfe, men of underftand- 
ing will tell me”, and a.wife man wi// hearken to 
me and affent, not only to what I have faid, but to 
what I am about to fay, namely what follows. 

¥. 35. Fob bath {poken without knowledge, &c.] 
Not that ‘ob was an ignorant man, either in things 
natural or divine; but in this point, about the cha- 
ftening hand of God upon him, he had faid fome 
things which betrayed lack of knowledge, asin y. 5. 
And bis words were without wifdom , Fob was not 
deftitute of human wifdom, nor of fpiritual wifdom, 
but no man is wife at all times; fome things had 
dropped from him which favoured of folly and 
ignorance, and which he afterwards was convinced 
of, and confeffed with fhame, chap. xl. 4, 5. and 


xlii. 3. being charged by the Lord himfelf with: 


what he is here by Elibu, chap. xxxviil. 2. and it 
may be obferved, that Elibu does not charge Fob 
with being a wicked man, as his three friends did, 
but as having fpoken unadvifedly with his lips, 
under his chaftening circumftances, and which he 
labours to convince him of. 

¥. 36. My defire is that Fob may be tried unto the 
end, &c.] This is my opinion, or what J bring 
in°, adduce and lay before you, men of underftand- 
ing and wifdom, and leave it with you to confi- 
der of. Some render it, O my Father, let Fob be 
tried, &c. as if it was an apoftrophe to God, and 
a requeft to him; fo Mr Broughton, who adds, 
*¢ which art in heaven,” and the fame is added by 
fome Fewi/h interpreters”, as there are others ‘ of 
them which go this way, and alfo feveral chriftian 
commentators"; and of late‘ it has been urged from 
this and other paflages, that Elibu was Chrift, who 
here addrefles God as his Father: but this is his 
New-Teftament title; and though God is the fa- 
ther of all men by creation, and of faints by adop- 
tion, yet this relation and title are not fo frequently 
claimed under the former difpenfation, or however 
not fo early as the times of 7ob, but are more pe- 
culiar to the gofpel-difpenfation, under which faints 
receive not the fpirit of bondage again to fear, but 
the {pirit of adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther ; wherefore admitting this verfion, rather fome 
grave venerable perfon as Eliphaz', fenior to Elihu, 
who was a young man, is addrefied under this title; 
or the whole circle of 0b’s friends now about him, 
all elder than Elihu, may be intended; father for 
fathers, the fingular for the plural, fee 4s vil. 1. 
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and what he propofes is, that they fhould make it 
their joint requeft at the throne of grace, that ‘0b’s 
afflictions be ftill continued; that he might be 
thoroughly tried by them, and be purged from all 
his drofs, he not appearing yet to be thoroughly 
fenfible of his finful fpeeches, and humbled for 
them; and therefore it was proper he fhould be 
ftill corrected and chaftened to the end, or unto 
victory, as Mr Broughton, or untill victory was ob- 
tained, and he was obliged to yield and cry pec- 
cavi : but fince afflictions are things not joyous but 
grievous, and it does not feem fo agreeable to a 
good man, kind and humane, to defire the con- 
tinuance of the afflictions of another, though pal- 
liated with a plaufible pretence for his good; it 
feems. better to underftand this as a motion made 
to the underftanding part of the company by Elibu, 
that the words of 70) which he had fpoken with- 
out knowledge and wifdom, might be taken under 
{trict examination by them, and thoroughly fcan- 
ned, that it might be better known what was pro- 
per to be faid more to him for his conviction. Be- 
caufe of his anfwers for wicked men; or concerning 
or relative to fuch anfwers which he had made, 
which were like to thofe which wicked men make; 
who charge the ways of God with inequality and 
want of equity, and afk where is the God of judg- 
ment? or which ferve the caufe of the wicked, and 
which furnifh them with arguments, prepare them 
for them, and put them into their mouths, to ar- 
gue againft God and his providential dealings with 
men, and againft all religion, See y. 8._ 

¥. 37. For he addeth rebellion unto his fin, &c.] 
Or he may or will add", if he is fuffered to go on 
at this rate, and is not {topped ; as yet he has only 
committed, it may be charitably hoped, fome fins 
through ignorance, error, and miftake, but if he 
is let alone he will proceed from evil to evil, to 
more ungodlinefs; to be guilty of prefumptuous 
fins, of open treafon and rebellion againft God. 
Fle clappeth his hands amongst us, or be will clap; 
he will either clap his hands together as expreffive 
of extreme grief and forrow, of the agonies of his 
mind ; fhewing extravagant impatience, and pour- 
ing out his complaints in the moft bitter manner, 
fee Ezek. xxi. 14. or rather by way of joy and tri- 
umph, as having got the victory over us, fee P/a/. 
xlvii. 1. And multiplieth bis words against God, or 
will multiply ; he has faid too many things already 
againft God, his juftice in his dealings with him, 
¥. 5. he will fay more if he is not reftrained. 
Thefe are the reafons Elibu gives for a thorough 
trial and {trict examination of Yb; and they are 
taken partly from a concern for the good of Fod, 
and partly on their account, that they might not 
be triumphed over, and chiefly for the glory of 
God. 


CHAP. XXXV. 


re this chapter Elihu goes on to charge ob 


with other unbecoming fpeeches, which he un- 


dertakes to refute; as that he had reprefented his 
caufe more juft than God’s, and religion and righ- 
teoufnefs as things unprofitable to men, only to 


God; towhich H/ibu takes upon him to make an- 
{wer, ¥. r—8. and that the cries of the opprefled 
were not heard by the Lord, fo as to give occafion 
to fongs of praife and thankfulnefs, to which he re- 
plies, ¥.9—13. and that Yob had exprefied diffi- 
dence 


® YDR? dicent; Junius and Tremellius, Pifcator, Vatablus, Mercerus, Drufius, Cocceius, Michaelis, Schultens: fo 
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fo in the next claufes, 
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dence and defpair of ever feeing and enjoying the 
favour of God, which he endeavours to remove, 


Y. 14, 15, 16. 

y.1. Elibu fpake moreover, and faid,| Elibu 
very probably paufed a while, and waited to ob- 
ferve whether any of the company would rife up, 
and either contradiét and refute what he had faid, 
or declare their affent unto it and approbation of it; 
or rather to fee whether 0b would make any reply 
or no; but perceiving no inclination in him to it, 
he proceeded to take notice of fome other undue 
expreffions of ob, and refute them; one of which 
is obferved in the following verfe, and the proof of 
it given in the next. 

¥. 2. Thinkeft thou this to be right, &c.| Elibu 
‘appeals to Fob himfelf, to his confcience and reafon; 
who as a natural man, guided by the light of na- 
ture and reafon only, and judging according to the 
dictates of a natural confcience, and efpecially as 
a good man, one that feared God, and had fo much 
knowledge of him and his perfections, as his {peeches 
fhewed, could never upon reflection think it right 
what he had faid concerning God and his juftice, 
as follows; that thou faidf, My righteoufnefs is 
more than God’s? A ftrange expreffion this indeed! 
but what is to be underftood, not of his perfonal 
righteoufnels ; fod in his fenfes could never fay that 
this was more or greater than God’s, or to be a- 
bove it and preferred to it in any fenfe; nor even 
of righteoufnefs imputed. Old+Teftament faints 
had the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them, 
and were juftified by it; and fo Hob, who had 
knowledge of and faith in Chrift as his living Re- 
deemer, and the Lord his righteoufnefs: but then 
though this is the righteoufnefs of God, wrought 
out by one that is God as well as man, and ap- 
proved and accepted of by God, and imputed by 
him to his people, which is revealed in the gofpel, 
and is unto all, and upon all them that believe, and 
they are made the righteoufnefs of God in Chrift ; 
yet this cannot be more than the righteoufnefs of 
God: befides it is not the effential righteoufnefs 
of Chrift as God, as Ofander dreamed, by which 
men are juftified, but his: obedience, active and 
paffive as Mediator, otherwife they would be dei- 
fied who are juftified by it; and if even fo abfurd 
a notion as this could obtain, it would not be more 
than the righteoufnefs of God: much lefs can this 
be interpreted of 0d’s inherent righteoufnefs, or 
the new man which is created in righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs; fince all the holinefs and righteouf- 
nefs that is in man is from God, and at prefent im- 
perfe&, and therefore cannot be more or greater 
than his; and ftill lefs can this be meant of Yob’s 
external righteoufhefs, which, how great foever, 
was not perfect and without fin, whereas God is 
juft and without iniquity. But there is not a juft 
man that does good and fins not. This therefore 
rmuft be underftood of the righteoufnefs of his 
caufe; and to fay that this was more than God’s, 
was what he ought not to have faid, and was more 
than became him to fay: for though a good man 
may defend himfelf againft the calumnies of his 
€nemies, by afferting his own righteoufnefs, inno- 
cence and integrity, and may defire the Lord to 
plead his caufe again{t them, and judge him accord- 
ing to his righteoufnefs and the integrity of his 
heart; but to attempt to make it out, that his caufe 
is more righteous than the Lord’s, is doing an ill 
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thing. Now though ob had not expreffed this in 


fo many words, yet he had faid that from 
this might by confequence be deduced; he had 
given great occafion for fuch an inference to be 
drawn from his fpeeches ; for fince he had fpoken 
fo largely of his innocence and integrity, and holy 
life, and of the hard ufage neverthelefs he had met 
with from God; and had reprefented his own cafe, 
as if he had behaved fo well as to deferve 
treatment at the hand of God, than to be afflié 

in the manner he was; that he had wrong done him, 
and complained of it, and could not be heard; his 
judgment was taken from him by the Lord; which 
was in effect to fay, that his caufe was better than 
the Lord’s, and would bear a ftricter examination 
than his; which to fay was exceeding bad an 
unbecoming; fee chap. xvi. 17, and xix, 7. and 
XXVil. 2. 

y. 3. For thou faidf, What advantage will it be 
unto thee, 8&cc.] Meaning that his righteoufnefs, 
his holy life and converfation, were of no avail to 
him: he received no more benefit by being righ- 
teous than if he was wicked, fince God deftroyed 
one as well. as another; and fince his righteoufnefs 
did not fecure him from afflictions and calamities, 
it was of no advantage to him; he had not faid fo 
in fo many words, but it is inferred from what he 
had faid, chap. ix. 22. and x. 15. Man’s own righ= 
teoufnefs is of no advantage to him as to juftifica- 
tion before God, and acceptance with him, nor in 
the bufinefs of falvation, or with refpect to heaven 
and happinefs, fo as to give a right and title to it; 
but is of great advantage in other refpects; is for 
felf-defence againft the imputations and calumnies 
of wicked men; it makes a man honourable and 
refpectable among men, when to live a vicious 
courfe of life is fcandalous and reproachful;_ it 
gives pleafure and fatisfaction to the mind, the tef- 
timony of a good confcience is matter of rejoicing ; 
and fuch a man is free from the racks and tortures 
of an evil confcience others are diftrefied with; be- 
fides, good works are an evidence of the truth and 
genuinenefs of faith to others, and ornament the 
doétrines of the gofpel and a profeffion of them: 
and though a righteous man may be afflicted as o- 
thers, yet in a different manner, in love and not in 
wrath, and always for his good. And, Wat pro- 
Jit foall I have, if 1 be cleanfed from my fin? The 
words if I be cleanfed, are a fupplement and feem 
neceffary ; fo Mr Broughton fupplies. Sin is of a 
defiling nature, yet man may be cleanfed from 
it, not by any thing he can do, but only by the 
grace of God and blood of Chrift; and from fuch 
a cleanfing profit arifes. This fits a man for the 
fervice and worfhip of God, and for communion 
with him; gives him peace of mind, and makes 
him meet for heaven. This 7ob had not exprefly 
faid, and not at all in this fenfe, but it feems to be 
inferred from chap. ix. 29,30, 31. where he is fpeak- 


ing of outward purity of life, and yet was plunged ~ 


into the ditch of afflictions. Some render the words 
to this fenfe, as if there was no profit by expiation 
or atonement for fin*;, the fame word fignifying 
both fin and atonement for it: there is none but by 
the blood and facrifice of Chrift, and much profit 
arifes from that; pardon of fin proceeds upon it, 
and this furnifhes out much folid peace, joy and 
comfort, Kom. v. 10, 11. 
by punifhment for fin”, unlefs to God? fo fin is 
fometimes put for punifhment; or through leaving 
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Others, what profit _ 
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fin and repenting of it”. Now though thefe are 
not the caufes of the pardon of fin, yet it is given 
and applied to fuch who do repent of it, confefs 
and forfake it, Prov. xxviii. 13. [/ai.lv. 7. Or 
by being without fin*: no man is without fin; but 
a man may be without any grofs and enormous 
crime he is chargeable with, or without living a 
vicious courfe of life; and this is profitable as 
has been before obferved. ‘Farchi’s paraphrafe is, 
«© What fhall I profit more by my righteoufnefs 
« than by my fin?” which fenfe is followed by’o- 
thers: I may as well be wicked as righteous; I 
am not the better for it, fince I am afflicted in the 
manner I am: my righteoufnefs is of no profit to 
me, if to any, it is to God. To this Z/ibu returns 
an anfwer in the following verfes. 

y¥. 4. I will anfwer thee, and thy companions with 
thee.| Meaning not his three friends, as the Sep- 
tuagint Verfion expreffes it; for they were not on 
the fide of ob, and of the fame fentiment with 
him, but rather on the fide of Elihu; efpecially 
Elipbaz, who exprefles much the fame fentiment he 
does, chap. xxii. 2, 3. but all that were of the fame 
mind with ¥0ob, whether prefent or abfent, or in 
whatfoever part of the world; the anfwer he fhould 
return to him would ferve for them all, and fuffi- 
ciently confute fuch a bad notion of God, let it be 
embraced by whomfoever. 

¥. 5. Look unto the heavens and fee, &c.] The 
firmament of heaven, in which are the fun and 
moon and ftars: and bebold the clouds which are 
higher than thou; the clouds of the air or fky, 
which are lower than the ftarry heavens, yet thefe 
were higher than 70d, and much more the ftarry 
heavens: but becaufe the word has the fignifica- 
tion of thinnefs, which does not fo well agree with 
the clouds, which are thick fubftances, condenfed 
air; fome take it to be meant of the fupreme re- 
gion of the heavens, which is pure and thin; fo 
Sephorno: and Fob is directed to look to thefe, not 
as ftar-gazers do, fuch as are given to judicial a- 
ftrology, to judge of the fates of men and king- 
doms; but rather thereby to be led to the con- 
templation of God the author of them, and the 
glorious perfections of his being they difplay ; and 
chiefly to obferve the height of them, that they 
were out of his reach, and he could neither help 
them nor hurt them; that he could neither increafe 
nor diminifh the light of the celeitial bodies, which 
he could only behold ; nor either forward or hin- 
der their courfe, nor in the leaft add to or abate 
their influence and efficacy; and if he could nei- 
ther be beneficial nor hurtful to them, how was it 
poffible that he could be of any advantage or de- 
triment to God, by any actions of his good or 
bad, who is higher and out of fight? This is the 
anfwer Zlib in general returned, he more particu- 
larly replies as follows. 

y.6. If thou finneft, what doft thou againft him? 
&éc.}] Sin is exprefly faid to be againft God, P/fal. 
ji. 4. It is contrary to his nature, as any contra- 
ries can be to each other: it is againft his law, a 
breach and violation of it; and fo againft his fu- 
preme legiflative power and authority, and a con- 
tempt of it; it is what he is angry with and is 
provoked by, being what he hates and abhors, and 
is abominable in his fight. But then he cannot be 
fuppofed to be fo affected with it as to be ruffled 
and difcompofed, or his peace be difturbed, and 
his happinefs in the leaft broke in upon; for affec- 
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tions are only attributed to him after the manner 
of men; much lefs is he fo affected hereby, as to 
be hurt or in danger of being deftroyed, nor even 
of being dethroned: men can no more reach him 
by any hoftile action of theirs, fuch as fin is, than 
they can reach the fun and ftop its courfe, leffen 
its light or pluck it from its orbit. Or, what canjt 
thou work for him? as Mr Broughton ; by way of 
atonement or fatisfaction for fin? Nothing at all ; 
fee chap. vii. 20. but the other fenfe is beft. Or 
if thy tranfgreffions be multiplied, what dot thou 
unto him? As he is not hurt by a flight fingle fin, 
a failing or infirmity, an error or miftake, com- 
mon to men, as the preceding word may fignify ; 
fo not by greater fins, prefumptuous ones, grofs 
enormities, rebellions againft God, overt-aéts of 
treafon againft the Almighty, and thefe multi- 
plied and heaped up even unto heaven; for though 
by thefe the name of God is profaned and blaf- 
phemed, and he is difhonoured and defpifed, and 
his manifeftative glory is eclipfed, or he has not 
the honour given him that is due unto him; yet 
his effential glory is untarnifhed, unfullied and un- 
hurt, no more than the fun by an eclipfe; he is 
the fame without any variablenefs or fhadow of 
turning, as well as is over all bleffed for ever. 
And indeed his manifeftative glory in many ins 
ftances receives a luftre, through his power, wif- 
dom and goodnefs, overruling the fins of men 
for the difplay of its as the fall of the firft 4dam 
made way for the fending of Chrift the Saviour, in 
which God has fhewn forth the exceeding riches of 
his grace; and as his mercy and grace are dif- 
played in the pardon of fin, and his power and 
juftice in the punifhment of fin-and finners; and 
his patience and long-fuffering in bearing with 
them. 

¥. 7. If thou be righteous, what giveft thou bim? 
&c.] All righteoufnefs is of God that any crea- 
tures have. What the angels in heaven have, or 
Adam had in a ftate of innocence; or what be- 
lievers in Chrift have in and from him; his righte- 
oufnefs imputed to them, is of God; the grace of 
righteoufnefs or holinefs, imparted to them and im- 
planted in them, is from him; and it is under the 
influence of his Spirit, and by his grace and ftrength, 
they do works of righteoufnels externally ; and 
therefore can give nothing to him of their own, 
nor does he need any, being God all-fufficient ; 
even the goodnefs of his Son does not extend to 
him, but to the faints, P/a/. xvi. 2, 3. much lefs 
any goodnefs of theirs: their beft works of righ- 
teoufnefs are due to him, and not gifts; and tho’ 
they may contribute to his manifeftative glory, 
both in them that do them and in others that fee 
them, they can add nothing to the effential glory 
of God. Or what receiveth he of thine hand? He 
can receive nothing but what he has given, or what 
he has a prior right to and is his due, and fo can- 
not be laid under any obligation to man by what 
he does; nor can man merit any thing at his 
hand, not even the leaft temporal mercy, and much 
lefs fpiritual ones and everlafting life: and what 
notice God is pleafed to take of the good works of 
men in a way of reward, is not of debt but of 
grace, and entirely owing to his goodnefs; and 
does not arife from any intrinfic worth in them, or 
from any advantage to him by them. 

¥. 8. Thy wickednefs may hurt a man as thou 
art, &c,) But not God: a man may hurt himfelf 
by 
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difeafes upon it, through debauchery and intem- 
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man, Gen, i. 26. even the Father, Son, and Spirit, 


perance ; his family and eftate, by wafting it ; his | who are the one God that has made all men, Mal, 


foul, for every fin is a wrong and injury to a man’s” 
foul, and expofes it to ruin and deftruéction: and 
fin does even a good man hurt, fince it breaks in 
upon his peace, and hinders his communion with 
God ; and the wickednefs of men may hurt others 
like themfelves, frail, mortal, finful creatures, and 
eafily led afide by ill examples; as well as there 
are many fins which do injury to the perfons, fa- 
milies and eftates of others, as murder, adultery, 
theft, €@c. and fince fin is hurtful to others, God 
refents it and punifhes for it, though, ftriétly {peak- 
ing, it cannot hurt him in the fenfe before given. 
And thy righteoufne/s may profit the fon of man; 
may profit a man himfelf, (fee the zoe on y. 3.) and 
others, but neither for juftification before God ; 
but godlinefs is profitable to a man’s felf, both for 
this life and that to come, and good works are pro- 
fitable to other men ; for what reafons they are to 
be performed and maintained, fee 1 Zim. iv. 8. Tit. 
iii. 8,14. Some are of real and direét profit to 
men, as acts of beneficence to them, and all as 
being examples to them; but then no works of 
righteoufnefs can be profitable to God, they adding 
nothing to him; which is what E/ibu undertook to 
anf{wer to. 
~ y. 9. By reafon of the multitude of oppreffions, 
they make the opprefled fo cry, &c.] Which is ei- 
ther an illuftration by an inftance of what is be- 
fore faid, that wickednefs hurts men, as particu- 
larly oppreffion does, which makes men cry; or 
this refers to fomething new, to another complaint 
of Fob, or an undue expreffion of his Elihu un- 
dertakes to anfwer; that men cry unto God, as he 
himfelf had, but are not heard and anfwered; the 
place or places referred to may be chap. xxiv. 12. 
and xix. 7. and xxx. 20. To which Ei/iby replies, 
by granting that men opprefféd cry becaufe of 
their oppreflion, and are not heard; for which 
reafons may be given as in the following verfes. 
The poor are often opprefled by the rich, whofe 
wealth gives them power, and that they abufe; and 
the weak and feeble by the mighty ; and their op- 
preffions are many, there is a multitude of them: 
men in power and authority have various ways of 
oppreffing others, who like the J/raelites cry by 
reafon of them, and are made to cry by their op- 
preffors. Aud they cry out by reafon of the arm of 
ihe mighty, which falls with weight, and lies heavy 
upon them, and crufhes them ; meaning the power 
they have, and which they abufe to the injury of 
them; nor are they able to help themfelves or de- 
liver themfelves out of their hands, they being 
mighty, if not in body, yet through wealth; and 
by means of that authority over them which gives it 
them: now on account of the preffure upon them, 
they cry, not to God, but to men; and if they cry 
to God, it is in a murmuring and complaining 
way, thro’ imnatience under their burden, thro’ 
envy at the riches and power of others, in a paf- 
fionate manner, in a revengeful fpirit, calling and 
feeking for vengeance on their oppreffors; not in 
an humble, penitent manner, acknowledging their 
fins, and owning their unworthinefs to be heard and 
regarded, and fubmitting all to the will of God: 
for which reafons they are not heard, their criés 
and prayers being reckoned no other than howlings, 
Hofea vii. 14. : 

¥. 10. But none faith, Where is God my maker 2 
&c.] Or makers’, as in Pfal. cxlix. 2. T/ai. liv. 5. 
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ii..10. Now not one of the opprefied ones that 
cry by reafon of their oppreffion, or very few of 
them, inquire after God, feek unto him for help 
and deliverance from their oppreffions, or defire to 
enjoy him and: his gracious. prefence under. their 
afflictions and diftreffés ; and that is one reafon wh 
they are not heard: they do not fo much pite'§ 
fider him as the author of their beings, and be 
thankful to him for them; nor,as the preferver of 
them in their beings; nor as their kind benefactor, 
who gives them all that they enjoy, and who is 
the difpofer of all their affairs in providence: and 
if they are new creatures or are re-made, they are 
his workmanfhip; and therefore fhould upon. all 
accounts feek him and fubmit to his will, and pa- 
tiently bear all their afflictions, waiting his time to 
deliver them out of them: but there are few or 
none that regard him in this light, or make an in- 
quiry after him, even though he has not only made 
them, but is he who giveth fongs in the nights 
which refpeéts not the praifes of the angels in the 
night, as the Targum; nor the fhining of the moon 
and ftars in the night, which caufe praife and 
thankfulnefs; nor the finging of birds in the night, 
as of the nightingale; fenfes fome give into: but 
matter and caufe of rejoicing in the night, either 
taken literally, as the mercies of the day, which, 
when reflected upon when.men come to liedownon 
their beds at night, and commune with their hearts 
there, afford them fongs of praife, fee P/al. xlii. 8. 
Orthe mercies of the night, as {weet refrefhing fleep, 
and prefervation in fafety from all dangers by fire, 
thieves, €7c, all which are of God; and, when duly 
confidered, will dire&t to encompafs him with fongs 
of deliverance, fee Pfal. cxxxvii. 2, 3. and ili. 5. 
and iv. 8. Or figuratively, the night fometimes 
fignifying a time of calamity, affliction and diftrefs, 
either on temporal or {piritual accounts; and when 
men feek to him in fuch a night with, their whole 
hearts, and he is pleafed to vifit them in a gracious 
manner, and favour them with his prefence and the 
difcoveries of his love, this occafions fongs of praife 
to him, J/ai. xxvi. 9. Pfal. xvii. 3. But when men 
are unconcerned about, and not thankful for the 
mercies of the day and of the night, though thefe 
adminifter fongs unto them, it is no wonder that, 
when they cry through oppreffion, they are not 
heard. 

x. 11. Who teacheth us more than the beafts of the 
earth, &c.] Who are taught and know much, e- 
{pecially fome of them; but not fo much as mam 
fee Ifai. 1.3, 4. and maketh us wifer than the fowls 
of heaven ; who are wife to provide food and nefts 
for themfelves and their young; and fuch as are 
birds of paffage, as the turtle, the crane, the ftork 
and the {wallow, to know the time of their coming 
and returning, fee Yer. viii. 7, 8,9. But then nei- 
ther the beafts nor the fowls, though they are e 
dowed with much knowledge and fagacity, accord- 
ing to their natures, yet not with reafon and under- 
ftanding as men are ; fo as to make reflections on 
things they fee and hear, and reafon and difcourfe 
about them; nor are they capable of being taught 
and attaining to knowledge and wifdom as men are, 
by the works of God, of creation and providence ; 
and by the word of God, the fcriptures of truth, 
which are able to make men wife unto falvation ; 
and by the Spirit of God, who teaches all things 
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with reafon, but with fentiments of religion, which 


brutes are incapable of: he gives to men wifdom 
in the hidden part; he puts in them his fear, which 
is the beginning of wifdom; he makes them wife 
to know God in Chrift, and to know his Son Jefus 
Chrift, whom to know is life eternal; and he gives 
.jthem knowledge of a future ftate, and hope of im- 
mortality and eternal life: Wherefore it becomes 
them to bear afflictions and oppreffions with a for- 
titude of mind, and patiently fubmit to the will 
of God, and wait his time for deliverance, having 
called upon him in faith, and left their cafe with 
him; but if they only cry, as the brutes do under 
their burdens, it need not feem ftrange they are 
not heard and anfwered; fince God has given them 
more wifdom and knowledge than they, and there- 
fore fhould behave after another manner ; though 
fometimes they act a part inferior to them, Jude, 
y. 10. 

y. 12. There they cry, &c.] As brutes do, and 
as in ¥. g. by reafon of their oppreffions, but not 
under a due fenfe of the hand of God upon them, 
nor of his being their only helper, and faviour, and 
deliverer. But none giveth anfwer; to them, either 
God or men, and they lie groaning and howling 
under their oppreffion. Becau/e of the pride of evil 
men; this is either to be connected with they cry, 
and then the fenfe is, that they cry by reafon of the 
oppreffions of wicked men, who, through the pride 
of their hearts, and to fhew their fuperior power 
and authority, perfecute and diftrefs them, P/alm 
x. 2. And it is becaufe of this they cry out, be- 
ing diftrefled by them, and not through any fenfe 
of fin they have committed, as the reafon of God’s 
fuffering them to be thus opprefled: or with none 
give anfwer; God gives them no anfwer to their 
cry, becaufe pride is not withdrawn from them, 
which is one end he has in afflicting men; becaufe 
they are not humbled under the mighty hand of 
God, and are not brought to a fenfe of fin and hu- 
miliation for it, and acknowledgment of it. And 
another reafon follows : 

¥. 13. Surely God will not bear vanity, &c.] Or 
a lie*, than which nothing is more an abomination 
to him; if men come to him with a lie in their 
mouths they cannot expect to be heard by him; he 
is only nigh to thofe who call upon him in truth : 
or that which is 7a/h*; which is rafhly uttered, and 
in a paffionate wrathful manner, favouring of a re- 
vengeful fpirit, too often the cafe of thofe that cry 
under oppreffion; fee Eccl. v. 2. 1 Tim. ii. 8. or 
vain and empty prayers, a fpeech of vanity, as 
Aben Ezra; which as to the matter of them are 
about vain and empty things; only for outward 
mercies, worldly goods ; and not for fpiritual mer- 
cies, or fuch things as are according to the will of 
God ; but what are pleafing to the flefh, and fought 
for to confume on the lufts of it, and therefore fuch 
prayers are not heard, Pfalm iv. 6. Fames iv. 3. 
and as to the manner of them, they are not put up 
in the name of Chrift, nor under the influence of 
the fpirit of Chrift, nor in the exercife of any grace, 
nor with reverence of God, nor with fincerity of 
foul, not in faith, nor with fervency : or vanity is 
put for vain men, as fin for finners ; fuch as are 
proud men, and are vainly puffed up in their flefhly 


mind. God hears humble penitent finners, who | 


find mercy with him; and humble faints, to whom 
he gives more grace; but not proud pharifees, or 


men unhumbled by afflictions; fee Luke xviii. 11 
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| 14. nor light and empty perfons, who are with- 
out God and Chrift, deftitute of the fpirit, devoid 
of all grace, and full of all unrighteoufhefs 5 un- 
ftable ones, who are vanity itfelf, and lighter than 
vanity, toffed to and fro like a wave of the fea, 
and double minded, Fames i. 6, 7, 8. nor men 
of vain converfations, that ‘walk in the vanity of 
their minds, whofe words are vain, and efpecially 
fuch as take the name of God in vain; and all 
whofe aétions are vain, or fuch that live a vain and 
finful courfe of life; God hears not finners, ‘foba 
ix. 31. Neither will the Almighty regard it , vanity, 
vain prayers and vain perfons; he regards the prayer 
of the deftitute, the lowly, and the humble, but not 
the prayer of fuch as before defcribed ; he cannot 
look at it, nor at them: he looks to the poor and 
contrite, and defires to fee their countenance and 
hear their voice in prayer ; but he is of purer eyes 
than to look on vain perfons, and their vain pray- 
ers; and a greater contempt cannot be fhewn to 
petitioners and their petitions, than when thofe to 
whom they apply will not fo much as look at them, 
but turn both a deaf ear to them, and their eyes 
away from them. 
¥. 14. Although thou fayeft, thou fhalt not fee bim, 
&c.] Which is another expreffion of ‘f0d’s taken - 
notice of by £libu, and to which he makes anfwer; 
he feems to refer to chap. xxill. 3, 8, 9. God 
is indeed invifible in his nature and eflence, but is 
to be feen in his works of creation and providence 
which ob was acquainted with, and in which he 
had feen fomewhat of the glory of God, and of his. 
divine perfections in them. See chap. ix. 4—10. 
and xxvi.14. And he is to be feen in Chrift by 
an eye of faith, and ‘cb had trufted in him as his 
falvation ; and he will be feen with the beatific vi- 
fion in heaven as he is, in a more glorious and per- 
feét manner, which ‘fob had a full perfuafion of, 
chap. xili. 15, 16. and xix. 26, 27. and therefore is 
not to be underftood in either of thofe fenfes, but 
of his not feeing him on a throne of judgment, 
hearing and trying his caufe, judging and acquit- 
ing him; this he had often defired, but defpaired of 
ever feeing it; fee chap. xxiii..4, 5, 6, 7. and xxxi, 
35, 36, 37. and ix. 32—-35. to which Eiibu re- 
plies. “Yet judgment is before him, all things are 
naked and open to him, and ftand clear before him; 
he has perfect knowledge of what is right and 
wrong ; no caufe is unknown to him, and needs 
not to be fearched into by him; nor can he, nor will 
he ever pafs a wrong judgment: he is juft and true, 
righteous in all his ways and works,.the judge of 
the whole earth, who will do right, and will plead 
and judge the caufe of every good man fooner or 
Jater; if not now, there is a judgment to come with 
him, when all muft-appear before his judgment- 
feat, and he will render unto every man according 
to his works. Therefore trujt thou in bim, or wait 
for him’; wait for his coming to judgment ; wait 
till that time comes when every thing will be brought 
to light, and every good man fhall have praife of 
God. Or as we render it, tru in bim ; God alone 
is the object of truft and confidence, and happy is 
the man that trufts in him; he is to be trufted in 
for all things, both temporal, fpiritual and eternal 
and. particularly for this of doing juftice to his peo- 
ple; if not now, yet hereafter, he will render tribu- 
lation to them that trouble them; he will right all 
their wrongs, and avenge their injuries, and remove 
the rebuke that is upon them, and confefs them 
before 
> mse 
ey Wann 


@ Quod temerarium eft, Cocceius. 


& expettabis eum, Montanus ; expecta eum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Mercerus ; fo Michaelis, Schultens. 


448 
before mei aid angels, and declare them righteous, 
and receive them into his kingdom and glory: and 
he is to be trufted in at all times, in times of ad- 
verfity as well as profperity; and even when he is 
not to be feen, and the difpenfations of his provi- 
dence are dark and intricate, fee J/a. 1.10. The 
word ufed fignifies fuch a truft, hope, and waiting, 
as of a woman in travail, who bears her pains pa- 
tiently, hoping and trufting for a fafe deliverance 
of a child, to the joy of her and her family. 

¥. 15. But now becaufe it is not fo, &c.] Be- 
caufe there was not fuch truft, hope, patience, and 
quiet expectation in Yob that God would appear 
for him, and do him juftice openly and publicly ; 
for though he had hope and confidence of an inte- 
reft in his living redeemer and faviour, and of eter- 
nal life and happinefs through him yet not of his 
bringing his judgment to the light, and of his be- 
holding his righteoufnefs, as he ought to have had, 
fee Pfal. xxxvii. 5, 6, 7. Mic. vii.g. He bath vi- 
fited in bis anger corrected and chaftifed in fatherly 
anger and difpleafure, though not in wrath and 
vengeance, and in a way of punifhment in ftrict 
juftice ; but confiftent with his invariable love and 
free favour in Chrift; being difpleafed at his want 
of faith and patience, failing in the exercife of which 
is oftentimes refented by the Lord, fee Numb. xx. 
12. Zepb. ii. 2. Yet be knoweth it not in great ex- 
tremity: fo ftupid was Fob, that though he was in 
the utmoft extremity of affliction, in his body, fa- 
mily, and fubftance, yet was not fenfible it was his 
duty to truft in God, and patiently wait for him ; 
he knew that the hand of God was upon him, and 
that he had vifited him in anger, and that his ar- 
rows ftuck faft in him, and his hand prefled him 
fore ; but was infenfible of the caufe of the conti- 
nuance of it, his unbelief, impatience, and non- 
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fubmiffion to the will of God. The word for exe 
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tremity fignifies abundance“, and may be applied to 
an abundance and plenty of good things; and 
therefore fome underftand it of Feb’s profperity, 
and take the fenfe to be, that God took no notice — 
of this; it did not hinder him from vifiting him, — 
but he deftroyed it all: though Mr Broughion, ont 
the other hand, interprets it of the great plenty o 
forrows and diftrefles Fob was attended with, the 
true caufe of which he did not advert to: fome* 
think the whole refers to the merciful dealings 0 
God with ob, and read the firft claufe * know 
<¢ now his anger hath vifited but a little or nothing ;” 
the affliction is but a light one comparatively {fpeak- 
ing, fcarce any thing at all in comparifon of what 
fin deferves, being abundantly lefs than that: ‘* nei- 
“¢ ther hath he made great inquifition,or inquired out 
“< the multitude” of fins ; not ftrictly and feverely 
marking them, and dealing with and for them ac- 
cording to their deferts ; fee Ezra ix. 13. Pfalm 
ciii. 10. with which compare 2 Cor. iv. 17. and 
therefore Fob had no reafon to complain of God, 
or of any hard ufage from him. 

¥. 16. Therefore doth Fob open his mouth in vain, 
&cc.] In uttering fuch unbecoming expreflions, 
obferved and refuted, in his loud complaints of 
God, and of his dealings with him, and in defence 
of himfelf. He multiplieto words without knowledge; 
both againft God and in anfwer to others; being in 
a great meafure ignorant of the nature and number 
of his fins, and of his afflictions ; and of the end 
of God in them, and of the right he had to lay them 
upon him ; as well as of his duty patiently to bear 
them, and truft in God, and wait his own time for 
deliverance out of them; and of the truth of this 
he was afterwards convinced, and acknowledged it, 
chap. xiii, 3. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


HIS chapter, with the following, contains 

Elibu’s fourth and Jaft difcourfe, the princi- 
pal view of which is to vindicate the righteoufnefs 
of God; which is done by obferving the dealings 
of God with men in his providence, according to 
their different characters, and from the wonderful 
works wrought by him in a fovereign manner, and 
for the benefit of his creatures. ‘This chapter is 
introduced with a preface, the defign of which is to 
gain attention, ¥. 1—4. the different dealings of 
God with men are obferved, and the different iffue 
of them, and the different ends anfwered thereby, 
¥. 5—15. and it is fuggefted to Fob, that had he 
attended to the defign of the providence he was 
under, and had fubmitted to it patiently, things 
would have been otherwife with him ; and there- 
fore Elihu proceeds to give him fome advice, which 
if taken would be for his own good, and the glory 
of God, ¥. 16—25. and clofes the chapter by ob- 
ferving the unfearchable greatnefs of God, as ap- 
pears by the works of nature wrought by him, y. 
25-33. 


y¥. 1. Elibu alfo proceeded, and faid,| or added’, 
what follows to his former difcourfes; paufing a 
while to fee whether Yob would make any reply to 
what he had already faid; but perceiving he had 
no inclination to do it, and having more upon his 
mind to deliver, went on with his difcourfe. 


¢ 55 in copia, Montanus; ad audtumy valde, Cocceius ; 
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y. 2. Suffer mea littl, &c.] Bear with me a 
little longer, and allow me to fay a few words more, 
I have but little more to fay, and it will take but 
a little time to fay it in; thus propofing brevity he 
hoped to be heard with patience, fince he fhould 
not long trefpafs upon it. The word ufed has the 
fignification of a crown; but not to be underftood 
in the fenfe of furrounding, as a crown furrounds 
the head, as fome, who interpret it, ftand about me, 
furround me, in order to hear ; for this cannot with 
propriety be faid to a fingle perfon; but rather in 
the fenfe of doing honour, as Aben Ezra; and fo 
the meaning may be, do me the honour of giving 
me thy prefence a little longer, and hearing me out 
patiently. And I will foew thee; make things clear, 
manifeft, and plain to thee: clearnefs of expreffion, 
with brevity, recommends a difcourfe. Something 
may be here fupplied ; for a greater ftop is here to 
be made than in our verfion, as either my opinion, 
as in chap. xxxii. 10, 17. his fentiment concerning 
God and his righteoufnefs in his dealings with the 
fons of men; or éruth, as Ben Gerfom; truth in 
general, plain naked truth, without any colouring, 
juft as it is, cordially, fincerely, in love, and by 
clear manifeftations of it; and particularly the truth 
of the righteoufnefs of God in all his ways and _ 
works. He propofed to make it clear to him that 


God did all things well and right, and to lay be- 
fore him in the plaineft manner what were the ends 


God 


profperitatem, De Dieu; fo Patrick. i 


£ §1D" & addidit, Pagninus, Montanus, Cocceius, Mec 
« 


— rf 
Ch.Xxxvi. ¥.3—5. - 


% . g . . . . *. 
God had in view in dealing thus with ¥ob, and 
what was his duty to do in his prefent circum- 


ftances. That | have yet to /peak in God’s bebalf;. 


or for I have yet to fpeak, &c.* Elihu had faid 
much for God already, in vindication of his fove- 
reignty, purity, holinefs, and juftice, and he had 
yet more to fay; out of the abundance of his heart 
his mouth fpake for God ; he fet out with this, that 
he was full of matter, and wanted to vent himéelf, 
that he might be eafed, chap. xxxii. 18, 19, 20. and 


he had vented much, but he had yet more to deli- 


ver; and fince it was not for himfelf, in his own 
behalf, nor of any other, but God, he hoped he 
fhould be heard: it may be rendered, for yet God 
bas words", to put into my mouth, and fpeak by 
me ; fignifying, that he had fpoken by him already, 
and had ftill more to fay by him; and fince it 
was not fo much he that fpoke, as God that {poke 
in him and by him, it might be expeéted he would 
be heard. 

¥. 3. Iwill fetch my knowledge from afar, &c.] 
Not from himfelf; for it is but a fmall fhare of 
knowledge that a man gets of himfelf, or attains to 
by the light of nature, and efpecially concerning 
God, and divine things ; but from others, either 
from perfons that lived in former ages, and in fo- 
reign countries; it being ufual for men defirous of 
acquiring knowledge to travel into diftant parts for 
it; and fuch were generally much efteemed of, and 
the knowledge they profeffed to have got and pub- 
lifhed ; as the Queen of Sheba came from the fur- 
ther parts of the earth to hear and Jearn the wifdom 
of Solomon: or rather the fenfe is, he would fetch 
the knowledge he fhould now communicate con- 
cerning God, from God himfelf, from the nature 
and perfections of God, who, and his knowledge, 
are high as heaven; and from the works of God, 
which ate far above men ; or fhould treat of things 
deep and fublime, and not.common; though per- 
haps it is beft of all to read the words, J will bring 
forth knowledge concerning, or with refpett to him 
that is afar off; that is, God, who is in the higheft 
heavens, and inhabits the high and holy place; a 
God both at hand and afar off; with which agrees 
what follows ; though fome interpret it of lifting 
it up, and caufing it to be heard afar off, fo fome, 
as dben Ezra. And will afcribe righteoufne/s to my 
maker ; God is the maker of all men; Elibu confi- 
dered him as his maker with gratitude, whilft many 
are regardlefs of him, chap, xxxv. 10. and there- 
fore thought himfelf obliged to fpeak for him, and 
on his behalf; and particularly in vindication of 
his righteoufnefs; affert this to be an effential attri- 
bute and perfection of his nature; own, acknow- 
ledge, publifh, and declare it; give him the glory 
of it, and demonttrate that he is righteous in all his 
ways and works; and clear him from all imputa- 
tion of unrighteoufhelfs. 

¥. 4. For truly my words thall not be falfe, &c.] 
But ftricily true; he would take the utmoft care to 
jay nothing but the truth, with the greateft impar- 
tiality and fincerity, fo that what was faid might 
be depended upon; truth fpoken briefly, clearly, 
and on {fo important a fubject as the righteoufnefs 
of God, deferved attention, He that is perfect in 
knowledge is with thee ; meaning either God, whofe 
knowledge is perfect, who knows all perfons and 
things ; knows him(elf, his'nature, perfons, and per- 
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fections ; his thoughts, counfels, and purpofes 5 
all his creatures, angels and men; the hearts of all 
men, their thoughts, words, and works; he, the 
omnifcient and omniprefent God, was with fob, 
from whole prefence there is no fleeing; and there- 
fore it became him to be careful of his thoughts, 
words, and aétions; that he did not entertain any 
unbecoming thoughts of God, and fay any thing 
unworthy of him, or do any thing that tended to 
his difhonour; fince he was prefent with him, and 
nothing could efcape his notice: or elfe Elibu means 
himfelt ; fuggefting, that he who undertook to {peak 
for God, and plead his caufe, and clear him from 


. the charge of unrighteoufnefs, was no novice, but 


one that thoroughly underftood the point in hands 
and though no man is perfect in knowledge in an 
abfolute fenfe, yet may be in comparifon of others; 
or however may be upright and fincere in his know- 
ledge; which fenfe the word ufed often has; and 
fo it may fignify, that as he was a fincere fearcher 
after knowledge, and had through divine goodnefs 
attained to a competent fhare of it, even of found 
and not fuperficial knowledge, he fhould be honeft 
and upright in the communication of it; and this 
he might choofe to obferve the more, to excite the 
attention of ‘fob to what he had to fay; though it 
may be, the trueft reading of the words is, perfect 
knowledge, or perfection of knowledge is with thee *, 
that is, in his own apprehenfion, fo Farchi; and 
may be underftood either ironically, or rather really, 
infinuating that 7b was a man of fuch confummate 
wifdom and knowledge, that he would eafily fee 
the force of his reafonings, and the juftnefs of them, 
and acquiefce in them 5 and having thus prefaced 
his difcourfe, he next enters upon his fubject. 

¥. 5. Bebold, God is mighty, &c.] This is a 
clear, plain truth, eafy to be difcerned, and worthy 
of notice, and therefore introduced with a behold ; 
that God is mighty, the moft mighty, the almighty, 
as appears from his works of nature and provi- 
dence; making all things out of nothing, uphold- 
ing them by the word of his power, and governing 
and over-ruling all things in the world, and doing 
in it whatever he pleafes : and from the works of 
redemption and grace; ranfoming his people out of 
the hands of them that are ftronger than they ; 
converting them by the power of his grace ; affift- 
ing them to do all they do in a fpiritual way ; fup- 
porting them under all their troubles 5 proteéting 
and defending them from all their enemies; fup- 
plying all their wants, and preferving them fafe to 
his kingdom and glory. dnd defpifeth not any s 
not the meaneft of his creatures, clothing the grafs 
of the field, feeding the fowls of the air, and pre- 


ferving man and beaft ; and particularly he defpifes 


not any of the fons of men: not the mighty thro’ 
fear of them, nor envy at them, whofe power and 
grandeur are from him, which he gives and can 
take away at his pleafure; nor the mean and mi- 
ferable, the poor and the afflicted, to whom he has 
a merciful regard; much lefs the innocent and 
harmlefs, as the Septuagint ; or the juft and righ- 
teous man, as the Zargum: he does not defpife his 
own people, whom he has loved and chofen, re- 
deemed and called; nor any, as Aden Ezra ob= 
ferves, without a caufe ; for though there are fome 
ofe image he will defpife, it is becaufe of their 
own fins and tranfgreffions; and fince therefore, 
though 
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though he is mighty, yet defpifes not any of his crea- 
tures, he cannot do any unrighteous thing; he does 
not and cannot ule or abufe his power to the injury 
of any of his creatures. He is mighty in ftrength 
and wifdom; as there is a pleonfam, a redundancy 
in the expreffion, mighty in ftrength, it denotes the 
abundance of his ftrength, that he is exceeding 
ftrong, fuperlatively and beyond all expreffion fo ; 
and ailfo ftrong in wifdom, his ftrength is tempered 
with wifdom, fo that he cannot employ it to any 
bad purpofe, or be guilty of any unrighteoufnefs. 
Some men have ftrength, but not wifdom to make 
a right ufe of it; but God abounds as much in 


wifdom as in ftrength; he is the only wife and the 


all-wife God, and therefore can do no injuttice ; 
and thus E/ibw, as he promifed, afcribes righteouf- 
nefs to his almighty maker. 

y. 6. He preferveth not the life of the wicked, &c.] 
He makes a difference between wicked and righte- 
ous men, which fhews him to be a holy and righ- 
teous God; though he preferves the life of all 
men fo long as they live, yet not in the fame way ; 
he preferves the lives of wicked men in the com- 
mon courfe of his providence, but not in a fpecial 
way and manner, as he does the'lives of the righ- 
teous, which are dear and precious to him; nor 
does he preferve to any great length fuch as are 
‘notorious finners, who are guilty of capital crimes, 
as murder, tc, their lives are fhortned, and they 
do not live out half their days: or he does not 
quicken them, beftow his {piritual favour upon 
them, in which only is life; and though they will 
be quickened and raifed at the laft day, as well as 
the righteous, yet not to the refurrection of life, 
but to the refurrection of damnation. But giveth 
right to the poor; pleads their caufe and rights their 
wrongs, adminifters juftice to them, efpecially to 
the poor in fpirit, who hunger and thirft after righ- 


teoufnefs ; to thefe he gives freely the righteoufnefs 


of his Son, which only denominates perfons truly 
righteous : of whom in the next verfe. 

y. 7. He withdraweth not his eyes from the righ- 
teous, &cc.} His eyes of providence are upon them 
to fupply their temporal wants, and to protect and 
defend them from their enemies, and they are never 
off of them; his eyes of love, grace, and mercy, 
are-upon them ; he always viewed them as righte- 
ous in his Son, and through his righteoufnets im- 
puted; and looked upon them with delight and 
pleafure, and always fo views them; they are en- 
graven on his heart and on his hands, and are ever 
before him, and in his fight: and his eyes are up- 
on them from the beginning of the year to the end 
of it, yea from one eternity to another ; thefe were 
fet upon them from everlafting, and are upon them 
in time; at the time of their converfion to quicken 
them, and call them by his grace; and afterwards 
they continue upon them under all their afflictions, 
temptations, and defertions, and ever will remain 
on them; they will never be withdrawn, nothing can 
{eparate them from the love of God. But with 
kings are they on the throne; that is, either the eyes 
of the Lord are with them, even with righteous 

kings, as the Targum to guide and direét them 
in the affairs of government, and to proteét and 
preferve them from the defigns of evil men: 

the righteous are with kings on the throne, or Ae 
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as fuch ; they have the power, and riches, and ho- 
nour of kings ; they ‘have a kingdom of grace be- 
ftowed on them now, and a kingdom of glory they 
are entitled to hereafter ; and fhall reign’ with 
Chrift on earth a thoufand years, and in the ulti- 
mate glory to alleternity. Yea, be doth eftablifo 
them for ever; as righteous perfons in their righte- 
oufnefs, which is an everlatting one; fo that they 
fhall never come into condemnation: they are 
eftablifhed in the love of God, in the covenant of 
grace, in the hands of Chrift, and in a ftate of grace 
now, and fhall be in a ftable permanent ftate of 
happinefs to alleternity. nd they are exalted; now, 
being raifed as beggars from the dunghill to fit 
among princes, even among the princes of God’s 
people ; and they will be exalted hereafter and fit 
at Chrift’s right hand, and be introduced into his 
kingdom, where they will be fet down with him 
in his throne, and reign with him for ever and 
ever. 

y¥. 8. And if they be bound in fetters, &c.] Not 
the wicked, as the Targum, but the righteous {poken 
of in the preceding verfe, with which this is clofely 
conneéted; and this is not to be underftood of 
righteous kings on the throne in particular, or their 
fpecial favourites, but of the righteous in general ; 


| and not in a literal fenfe, of their bonds and impri- 


fonment for religion and righteoufnefs-fake, which 
is fometimes their lot; but in a figurative fenfe, of 
afflictions, as chaftenings and corrections for fin, as 
appears by the next claufe; and the defign is to 
obviate an objection, and to fhew that the eye of 
God is upon them, and his heart towards them 5 
and they are not the lefs objects of his love and 
delight, of his value and efteem, care and protec- 
tion, tho’ they are afflicted by him, and, as it may 
feem, ufed with fome feverity ; fecing he has gracious 
ends and defigns in all this, which are fuggefted in- 
the following verfes. And be holden in cords of af- 
fliGion ; righteous men are not exempt from afflic- 
tions; the affliCtions of the righteous are many, ac- 
cording to divine appointment, the covenant of 
grace, the declaration of God, the conftant expe-. 
rience of good men, it being the way in which they 
are all led, and muft enter into the kingdom; and 
the metaphor here ufed fhews that afflictions are 
fometimes heavy upon them, like fetters and chains, 
and thofe made heavy by the hand of God prefs- 
ing them fore, Lam. iii. 7. no affliction is joyous, 


but grievous and heavy in itfelf; it isindeed com- ° 


paratively light when viewed with the weight of 
glory ; and God can make a heavy afflicti 
with his prefence, and the difcoveries af his love; 
but they are heavy to the fiefh as od felt his to 
be, chap. vi. 2, 3, 12. and xxiii. 2, 3. and, like fet- 
ters and cords, they cannot free themfelves from 
them, or loofe them, until it is the pleafure of God 
to take them off; and moreover by thefe they are 
fometimes held and reftrained from going into more 
or greater fins, which is one ufe of them: as they 
are with afflictions hedged about that they cannot 
come out, any more than a perfon bound faft in a 
prifon; fo they are hedged up with thorns that they 
cannot go out after their lovers, Lam, ili. 7. Hof. 
ii. 6. Some render the phrafe, cords of poverty's 


ous are equal to kings on the throne; they are fo. 
| accounted of by the Lord as kings; they are made_ 
by him kings and priefts, and are regarded by him — 


light, 


the favourites of kings that are on thrones; are 
admitted into their prelence, and are highly efteem- 
ed by them, and have honour conferred on them, 
even to be the next to them in the throne and king- 
dom, as o/feph and Daniel: or rather, the righte- 


poor, and to be fadly hampered with poverty, and 
out of which, by all that they can do cannot extri- 
cate themfelves ; and fometimes they fall into it, 
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it is oftentimes the cafe of righteous perfons to be 
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and are held in it, after they have enjoyed much 
worldly profperity, which was the cafe of ob. Mr 
Broughton renders it, cords of anguifo; and indeed 
the word for cords is ufed of the pains of a woman 
in travail, who has then great anguifh and trouble, 
and anguifh on various accounts lays hold on the 
righteous, and they are holden thereby aad cannot 
relieve themfelves, P/al. cxix. 143. and yet this is 
all in mercy, and to anfwer fome good ends and 
purpofes, as follow. ; 

¥.9. Then be foeweth them their work, &c.} Ei- 
ther what they ought to do,. fo the Tigurine ver- 
fion; and which they have not done, their fins 
of omiffion; when they have been negligent either 
of the duty of prayer in private and public, or of 
attendance on the ordinances of the houfe of God; 
then he fends an affiiction, and by it, as in a glafs, 
prefents to their view the omiflions they have been 
guilty of: or elfe the work which they have done, 
and fhould not have done, their fins of commiffion: 
fin is a work at which fome toil and labour, and 
weary themfelves to commit ; it is a work of the 
flefh; and fo it is in good men; it is a man’s own 
work, and which he can work of himfelf; to have 
a will, and to do good works, is owing to God 
working in his people, and it is through him 
ftrengthning them they do them ; but finful works 
are their own act and deed, though tempted to them 
by others, and which they are able to do of their 
own free will and power. Now God, in the glafs 
of affliction, holds forth to view the finful actions 
of good men, and brings them to their remem- 
brance which they had forgotten; as the cafes of 
Fofeph’s brethren, David, and others prove: the 
Lord fhews them that they have done fuch actions, 
and fhews them the evil of them, how exceeding 
finful they are; and humbles them under a fenfe 
of them, and brings them to repentance for them, 
and an acknowledgment of them; which fenfe is 
confirmed by the next claufe, which explains what 
this their work is, and their tran[greffions that they 
have exceeded. Sin is a tranfgreffion of the law; 
- every fin greater or leffer is, and even righteous 
perfons are guilty of many; for there is not a juft 
man that finneth not; and thefe exceed the bounds 
fet by the righteous law of God, and many of them 
are fadly aggravated by the light and knowledge, 
grace and mercy, i have been favoured with : 
and fome of them, they are fuffered to fall into, are 
exceeding great and exceeding finful ; fuch as thofe 
of David, Peter and others; all which they are 
made to fee, bewail and weep over, when God by 
afflictions brings them toa fenfe of them. Or when 
or becaufe they have prevailed™; or begin to pre- 
vail: as foon as ever indwelling fin begins to be 
prevalent, the Lord is pleafed to take meafures to 
nip it in the bud, by fending a fharp and fevere af- 
fliction ; or when it has prevailed greatly, as fome- 
times it does, fo that good is hindered from be- 
ing done, and much evil is committed, then the 
foul is fo much under the power of it, as to be car- 
ried captive with it; fee Rom. vii. 23,24. Or be- 
caufe they are become proud, or behaved themfelves 
proudly”; and therefore he afflicts them to humble 
them, and hide pride from them. 

¥. 10. He openeth alfo their ear to difcipline, &c.} 
Or 40 correéion® , to the rod of correction; to bear 
the weight of it and him that has appointed it; its 
reproving voice for fin, its directing voice to duty, 
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and its commanding voice to return from iniquity, 
as in the next claufe. Or ¢o infiruction®; God's 
corrections of his people being inftructions to them, 
whereby they learn more of their duty, and of the 
rich experiences of grace, their faith, hope, love 
and patience, are tried and increafed hereby ; and 
more of the love of God, of his care and faithful- 
nefs, of his covenant, of his gracious prefence and 
communion with God, what it is; and even of the 
doétrines of the everlafting gofpel : fometimes more 
is learned by an affliction than by a fermon. Now 
in order to hearken hereunto, to the voice of God 
in an affliction, the ear muft be opened; which is 
firft done in converfion by the mighty power of 
God: but fometimes good men fall afleep, and are 
inattentive to divine things; and this is One way 
God takes to awaken them, to arouze their atten- 
tion; he fpeaks to them out of a whirlwind; he 
fends fome terrible, {tartling affiction, which fetches 
them out of their flumber, and fo their ears are 
opened to hear what he fays in it: at the noife of 
his water-fpouts, and his billows one after another 
rolling over them, they are awakened to a fenfe of 
their fin and duty, P/fal. xlii. 7. And commandeth 
that they return from iniquity , repent of their fin, 
turn from it and forfake it: fuch a ftrong voice 
has an affliction in it, when fanétified and attended 
with the fpirit and power of God; then it effectually 
teaches men to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
as the word of God, the gofpel of the grace of God 
does, when accompanied with the fame; as there 
is a commanding voice in the one, fo there is in the 
other; and happy it is when fuch ends as thefe are 

anf{wered by afflictions. 
, ¥. an. Lf they obey and ferve him, &c.] That is 
God, to whom fo many things are afcribed in the 
preceding verfes ; and who only is to be obeyed and 
ferved in a religious way, with the obedience of 
faith and love, in all his commands and ordinances. 
But here not fo much obedience to his word, his 
law or gofpel, as to his rod, is intended: if they 
bear, &c. * hear the rod and him that has appoint- 
ed it; hearken to his reproving, inftruéting and 
commanding voice in affliction ; to his calls, cau- 
tions and admonitions thereby given, and act ac 
cording to them; humble themfelves under the 
mighty hand of God, and return from iniquity: 
they foall [pend their days in profperity, and their 
years in pleafures: which intimates, that thofe to 
whom afflictions are fanctified, and they obedient 
under them, when recovered out of them fhall en- 
joy long life; not only live many days, but years, 
and thofe in great profperity and pleafure ; be bleffed 
with much temporal profperity, which lies in riches 
and wealth, as this word is rendered in chap. xxi. 
13. and in bodily health, which is a confiderable 
part of outward profperity; but more efpecially 
profperity of foul may be intended, fee 3 Fobn 2. 
which is enjoyed when a man is favoured with the 
difcoveries of the love of God to him ; with appli- 
cations of pardoning grace and mercy ; when grace 
is in lively exercife in him, and he has a fpiritual 
appetite for the good word of God, and is fruitful 
in every good work: and fo pleafures do not fo 
much defign corporal pleafures, though ever fo in- 
nocent and lawful; for though they may at proper 
times be indulged unto, yet a man’s days and years 
are not to be fpent in them; but rather fpiritual 
pleafures, which are had in views of the wonderful 
love 
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love of God in Chrift; in the enjoyment of the 
gracious prefence of God, and communion with 
him; and which the people of God are favoured 
with, in his houfe and ordinances, ways and wor- 
fhip: and when thofe years are gone, endlefs plea- 
fures at God’s right hand, and in his prefence, will 
follow. . 

y. 12. But if they obey not, &c.] Who feem to 
be righteous and are not; and when afflicted are 
not fubmiffive to the will of God; attend not to 
the voice of his providence; receive no inftruétion 
thereby ; but kick againft the pricks, and rebel a- 
gainft God ; complain of him, and murmur at his 
dealings with them: sey /hall perifh by the fword ; 
or they fhall pafs away out of the world by it, or 
by fome miflive weapon: they fhall die a violent 
death, by the fword of juftice, of the civil magif- 
trate, or by the fword of men; or as a Fewi/h 
commentator ' paraphrafes it, by the dart of death, 
by the fword of Satan, they fhall pafs out of this 
world, And they fhall die without knowledge; with- 
out knowledge of their death being near, it coming 
upon. them fuddenly and at unawares ; or without 
knowledge of themfelves, and of their miferable 
and loft eftate ; and without knowledge of Chrift, 
and of God in Chrift, and of the way of falvation 
by him. Or they fhall perifh for lack of know- 
ledge; becaufe they have none; through ignorance 
and that affected; they know not nor will they un- 
derftand, but defpife the means of knowledge, and 
hate inftruction. 

y.13. But the hypocrites in heart beap up wrath, 
&c.] Or and the hypocrites * ; for thefe are the fame 
with the difobedient in the preceding verfe; who 
feem to be righteous, but are not; pretend to what 
they have not; have a double heart, or fay one 
thing with their mouth, and mean another thing in 
their hearts ; or with their mouths draw nigh to 
God, but their hearts are far from him; and fo 
hypocrites, at leaft,outwardly righteous before men, 

ut inwardly full of wickednels, as the Pharifees 
were, whom our Lord often calls hypocrites: thefe 
put or add wrath, as Aben Ezra interprets it; they 
increafe the wrath of God; or as we exprefs it, 
heap up wrath; or to ufe the apoftle’s phrafe, trea- 
fure up wrath againft the day of wrath: though 
fome underftand it of the wrath of the hypocrites 
againft God for afficting them; fo archi. When 
affictions come upon them, they reproach and 
blafpheme ; they are angry with God and are 
wrathful, and quarrel at his dealings with them ; 
they put the nofe'; fo it may be literally rendered ; 
they erect that againft God, and point it at him in 
a proud, haughty, wrathful and contumacious 
manner. They cry not when he bindeth them; in 
fetters and cords of affliction, ¥. 8. or when he 
correéts them, as Mr Broughton rightly as to the 
fenfe renders it: they pray not, as Ben Gerfom in- 
terprets it; whereas fanctified afflictions bring good 
men to the throne of grace, who have been too 
long abfent from it: but thefe men cry not unto 
God for grace and mercy, help, affiftance and deli- 
verance ; they cry out againft God, but not unto 
him. 

y¥.14. They die in youth, &c.| They, or their foul”; 
which, though that dies not, being immaterial and 
immortal ; yet being the principal part of man, is 
put for the whole perfon, and which being taken 
away, the body dies. All men muft die, but all 
do not die at an age; there is a common term of 
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human life, P/al..xc. 10. fome few exceed it, mul= 
titudes arrive not to it; fuch who die before it may 
be faid to die in youth; it feems to fignify prema- 
ture and untimely death: the word fignifies an ex- 
cuffion, or violent fhaking out; and the Vulgate 
Latin verfion is, in a tempeff ; in a tempeft of di- 
vine wrath, and in a ftorm in their confciences, chap. 
xxvii. 20. Yarchi interprets it by fuffocation or 
ftrangling. And their life is among the unclean: 
all men are by nature unclean, and all that is in 
them; fome are more notorioufly and openly fo 
than others, who give themfelves over to lafciviouf- 
nefs, to work all uncleannefs with greedinefs ; fuch 
as whoremongers and fornicators, cf whom Mr 
Broughton underftands thofe unclean perfons; or So= 
domites, of whom the word is fometimes ufed, Deut. 
xxiii. 17. And this may be underftood either of 
the prefent life of lrypocrites before they die; who 
are unclean perfons themfelves, whatever fhew of 
purity they make, and love to live and converfe, 
at leaft privately, if not openly, with unclean per- 
fons, and die whilft they live with fuch and in their 
fins: or of their life after death; for wicked men 
live after death ; their fouls live in hell, and their 
bodies at the refurrection will be raifed to life and 
be reunited to their fouls, and both together will 
live in endlefs punifhment ; and the life of hypo- 
crites will be among fuch ; as is a man in life, fo he 
is at and after death, if filthy, filthy ftill; and fuch 
will have no admittance into the heavenly ftate, 
and with fuch impure ones hypocrites will live for 
ever, Rev. xxi, 8, 27. and xxii. 15. 

¥. 15. He delivereth the poor in his affliftion, &c.} 
The righteous or godly poor ; who are not only 
poor in worldly things, but poor in fpirit,; who 
are humbled, brought low, and made contrite, thro” 
the affiicting hand of God: thefe, though the Lord 
does fooner or later deliver out of their afflictions, 
yet that is not intended here, but a deliverance im 
them ; which is done by fupporting them under 
them, by fupplying them with his grace to bear 
them patiently, by granting them his gracious pre- 
fence for their comtort in them, by ftilling the e- 
nemy and the avenger, keeping Satan from difturb- 
ing them, and freeing them from doubts and fears 
and unbelief, and by drawing their hearts and af- 
fections off of the world and the things of it, to him- 
felf. And openeth their ears in opprefion; whilft 
they are oppreffed ; not only to difcipline, correc- 
tion and inftruGtion, ¥. 10. but to hear comforta- 
ble words fpoken to them by the Lord; who, in 
the midft of their affi€tion and oppreffion, whif- 
pers in their ears, and tells them how he loves 
them, though they are rebuked and chaftened by 
him ;. how he has chofen them to everlafting life 
and happinefs, though now in the furnace of af- 
fiction ; that he is their covenant-God and Father, 
and knows and owns their fouls in adverfity ; that 
he has pardoned all their fins, though he takes ven- 
geance on their inventions; and in a little time 
will free them from all their afflictions and oppref- 
fions. Wis: 
y. 16. Even fo, &cc.] Here Elibu accommodates 
what he had faid to the cafe of ob; that had he 
hearkened and been obedient to the voice of God 
in his rod, and had fubmitted to his chaftening 
hand, and patiently bore his afflictions ; be, God, 
would bave removed thee out of the ftrait into a broad 
place, where there is no Straitne/s: that is, out of 
the ftrait circumftances in-which he was, into li- 
_ berty ; 
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_ berty; would have brought him into a large place, 
where he might walk at liberty, as David expe- 
rienced, P/fal. iv. 1. and xviii. 19, and cxix. 45. 
and may be underftood both in a temporal and fpi- 
ritual fenfe. In a temporal fenfe; he was now in 
great ftraits, in poverty and affliction ; thefe prefs- 
ed him hard on every fide, fo that his way, as he 
fays, was fenced up that be could not pa/s, chap. 
xix. 8. Now had he been rightly humbled under 
his affliction, God would have taken him out of the 
{traits of adverfity, and fet his feet in a large room 
of profperity ; fee P/al. xxxi. 7, 8. In a fpiritual 
fenfe; perfons are as in a ftrait place and pent up, 
when they cannot come forth in the free exercife of 
grace and duty; their fouls are as it were in pri- 
fon, they are fhut up, and have not freedom with 
God nor man; their faith is ready to fail, their 
hope is funk very low, they are ftraitned in their 
own bowels or affections, in their love to God 
and his people : and then they are removed into a 
large place, when it is the reverfe with them; 
when they are favoured with the free fpirit of the 
Lord, for where he is there is liberty ; and when 
their hearts are enlarged with the love of God, and 
in the exercife of grace; and then they can run 
chearfully the ways of his commandments. And 
that which foould be fet on thy table, thould be full 
of fatnefs; which in a temporal fenfe denotes, that 
he fhould have had a plentiful table, fpread with 
the beft of provifions, the richeft dainties, the fineft 
of the wheat, and the fatteft of the creatures; and 
thefe fhould reft and remain upon his table, or be 
conftantly renewed there: and in a fpiritual fenfe, 
that his foul fhould have been fatisfied with the love 
of God, fhed abroad in his heart; with the blefs- 
ings of the everlafting covenant of grace applied 
unto him; and with the goodnefs of the houfe of 
God, his word and ordinances, as with marrow and 
fatnefs ; fee Pfal. Ixiii. 5. and xxxvi. 8. 

¥. 17+ But thou haft fulfilled the judgment of the 
wicked, &c.| Some” take this to be a continuation 
of the happinefs Yo would have enjoyed, had he 
behaved in his affli€tion as he ought to have done ; 
then he would have been filled to fatisfaétion, by 
feeing the judgments of God exerciféd on wicked 
men, as on the Chaldeans and Sabeans, who had in- 
jured him : and judgment and juftice would have up- 
held thee, when they fhould be caft down. But 
thefe words rather feem to be expreffive of his pre: 
fent ftate, and the reafon of it, he not being fuffi- 
ciently humbled: and the fenfe is, not that he had 
lived a vicious courfe of life, as the wicked do, and 
filled up the meafure of his wickednefs as they ; and 
fo deferved to be filled with the like judgments as 
inflicted on them. Mr Broughton reads the words, 
«* As thou haft fulfilled the fentence of the wicked, 
«* fentence and judgment have laid hold:” but ra- 
ther the meaning is, that he had fulfilled the con- 
tention of the wicked * 5 pleaded as they did, argued 
with God after their manner ; and therefore is faid 
to go in company and walk with them, and make 
aniwers for them, chap. xxxiv. 8, 36. Wherefore 
juptice and judgment take bold on thee; afflictions in 
righteoufnefs ; or the chaftening hand of God, in 
righteous judgment, had taken hold upon him, and 
would hold him until he was fufficiently humbled 
under them. 

¥. 18. Becaufe there is wrath, &c.] Either wrath 
in Fob, fo forme; indignation and impatience un- 
der the afflicting hand of God, expreffed by curf- 
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ing the day of his birth, and by his angry pleadings 
with God: and therefore E/ibu advifes him to be- 
ware of it, and check this impetuous fpirit ; ceafé 
from his anger and forfake wrath, and fret not him: 
felf to do evil, and provoke the Lord to take him 
away at once, and then his cafe would be irretriev- 
able. Or rather wrath in God, which is revealed 
from heaven againft all ungodlinc{s and unrighte- 
oufnefs of men. His vindiétive and punitive juf- 
tice, to revenge and punith wickednefs, the effeéts 
of which are fometimes awful judgments on men 
in this life; and eternal vengeance hereafter, called 
wrath to come: this is laid up in ftore with him, 
and fealed up in his treafures, prepared in his pur- 
pofes and decrees, is revealed in his law, and 
breaks forth in’ various inftances; fee Num. xvi. 
46. And there is an appearance of wrath, a little 
wrath, which is no other than love difpleafed, in 
the afflictions and chaftifements of God’s people, 
and might be perceived by ¥o5, and this being 
the cafe, Elibu advifes him to beware; which, 
though not expreffed in the original, is well fup- 
plied; and his meaning is, that he would be cau- 
tious of what he faid, and not go on to multiply 
words againft God; fpeak unbecomingly of him, 
arraign his juftice, and find fault with his dealings 
with him; as well as beware of his aétions, con- 
duct and behaviour, that his tongue and his doings 
be not againft the Lord, to provoke the eyes of his 
glory. Left be take thee away with his ftroke; out 
of the world by death, which is the ftroke of his 
hand; and is fometimes given fuddenly, and in an 
awful manner, in wrath and vengeance. Some 
render the laft word, with clapping of bands” ; ei- 
ther the hands of men; chap. xxvii. 23. or of God; 
expreffing his exultation and pleafure at the death 
of fuch a perfon, laughing at his calamity, and 
mocking when fear cometh; which is dreadful and 
tremendous. Then a great ranfom cannot deliver 
thee: there is no ranfom on earth equal to the life 
or foul of man ; What fhall a man give in exchange 
for his foul? Matt. xvi. 26. fee Pfal. xlix. 6, 7, 8. 
The great ranfom of all is the ranfom of Chrift, 
which E/ibu had made mention of before, chap. 
XXxill., 24. and what elfe could he have in his mind 
now? This is the ranfom found by infinite wif- 
dom, which Chrift came to give, and has given; 
and by which he has ranfomed his people from him 
that is ftronger than they; from the bondage of 
fin, of Satan, of the world, of law, hell and death. 
and everlafting deftruétion: and this is a gteat 
one, plenteous redemption, a great falvation; the 
ranfomer is the great God and our Saviour; the 
ranfom-price is not corruptible things, as filver and 
gold, but the precious blood of Chrift, his life, 
yea he himfelf. How great muft this ranfom be! 
and it is given for great finners, the chief of them ; 
and is fufficient for all the ele& cf God, botli 
Jews and Gentiles: and yet; as great as it is, it 
is Of no avail to one that God has taken away by 
a ftroke out of this world, and {ent to everlaft- 
ing deftruction ; not through want of fufficiency 
in this ranfom, but by reafon of the final and un- 
alterable {tate of fuch perfons; as even in the pre- 
fent life, it is of no avail to the deniers and defpifers 
of it, Heb. x. 26.29. 

Y.19. Will he efteem thy riches? no, not gold, nor 
all the forces of ftrength.| Riches can be of no ac- 
count, hor bear any weight with God; for they 
are of him and come from him, and what he has 
a right 
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a right to take away and difpofe of as he pleafes. 
Thefe cannot ward off the ftroke of death, or fe- 
cure from it; nor can a man poffefied of them, 
carry them with him into the other world; nor will 
they profit in the day of wrath. Mr Broughton 
renders it, Will he efleem thy noblene/s? fo Funius 
and Tremellius. Thy noble birth, rank and fta- 
tion, thou haft had among men? Not at all. God 
is no refpeéter of perfons; he regards not the noble 
and the rich more than the poor: and.as for gold, 
the fame may be faid of that, which, though the 
moft valuable among men, is of no efteem with 
God ; and befides it is his: the gold is mine, fays 
he, and the filver is mine, Hag, ii. 8. Nor is death 
to be bribed with it, or put off by it$ nor is a mu- 
nition”, fortrefs or caftle, as fome render the word, 
any defence againit it: nor all the forces of ftrength. 
Had a man at his command ever fuch numerous 
and powerful armies, they could not protect him 
from the ftroke of death; or deliver him from eternal 
punifhment, the demerit of fin, ‘Though as fob 
had no riches, no gold, nor troops of foldiers about 
him ; nor was there any great likelihood that this 
would be his cafe at death; I fhould think the 
words might be better rendered, Will be regard thy 
cry? no, not in.diftrefs 5 not even the moft ftrong and 
forcible cries or intreaties: when the ftroke of death 
is given, the fentence of wrath is paffed, and eter- 
nal deftruction takes place ; weeping and wailing 
will fignify nothing: the cries and howlings of the 
damned in hell are of no avail; their ftrong cry- 
ings, and moft intenfe and earneft intreaties, will 
have no effect on the Lord; though he is a God 
of great pity and compaffion, and has fympathy 
with his people in diftrefs, and in all their affiic- 
tions is afflicted ; yet will have no regard to cries 
and tears, when the decree is gone forth and car- 
ried into execution: the verb from whence the firft 
word is derived, is ufed for crying in this chapter, 
y¥.13. and the Zargum renders it here by fupplica- 
tion and petition; fo fome other Zewi/b writers * 
interpret it of crying: and the fecond word is by 
feveral rendered, ix /traits ® and diftrefs; and Coc- 
ceius has obferved the notion of intenfe and fervent 
prayer in the third, and renders the whole pretty 
near to what has been obferved *. 

¥. 20. Defire not the night, &c,] Either in a li- 
teral fenfe, which 70d might do; not for fecrecy 
to commit fin, as the thief, murderer, and adul- 
terer do; Elibu had no fuch fufpicion of Yob; nor 
for eafe and reft, which he expected not; nor would 
his fores admit thereof; his nights were wearifome, 
and when come he wifhed they were gone, chap. 
vii. 2, 3, 4. but either for retirement, that he might 
mufe and confider, and endeavour to fearch and find 
out the reafon of God’s dealing with men, in cutting 
off fometimes fuch great numbers together. Eliby 
fuggefts, that fuch a fearch was altogether vain and 
to no purpofe; he would never be able to find out 
the reafon of thefe things: or rather for fhelter 
from the eye and hand of God; as nothing before 
mentioned could ward off his ftroke, fo neither 
could the night or darknefs preferve from it; fee 
Pfal. cxxxix. 11, 12. Or elfe the words may be 
taken in a figurative fenfe; either of the night of 
calamity and diftrefs, he might be tempted to de- 
fire and with for, to come upon his enemies ; or 
rather of the night of death, he wifhed for himéelf, 
as .he often had done ; in doing which Elibu fug- 
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gefts he was wrong; not confidering that if God 
fhould take him away with a ftroke, and he not 
be humbled and brought to repentance, what would 
be the confequence of it.. When people are cut off 
in their place; as fometimes they are in the night, 
literally taken ; juft in the place where they ftood 
or lay down, without moving elfewhere, or ftirring 
hand or foot as it were. So Amraphel, and the 
kings with him, as Farchi obferves, were cut off 
in the night, the firft-born of Egypt, the Midian- 
ites and Sennacherib’s army; and fo in the night 
of death, figuratively, the common paflage of all 
men, as Mr Broughton obferves, who renders the 
words, for peoples paffage ta their place. 

y.21. Take heed, regard not iniquity, &c.] Not 
any iniquity, as to fhew any approbation of it, 
love for it, and defire after it. All appearance of 
fin, of every fin, is to be abftained from; but pare 
ticularly by the iniquity here meant, may be the fin 
of impatience under his affiiction ; murmuring at 
the dealings of God with him ; arraigning his juf- 
tice, and faying very indecent things of him, as 
in chap. xxxiv. 5. and xxxv. 2. Or it may mean 
the evil he had been’ guilty of in fo earneftly de- 
firing the night of death: for this thou aft chofen 
rather than afflittion ;.chofe rather to die than to 
be afflicted as he was; or chofe rather to complain 
of God, as if he dealt hardly with him, and did 
not do juftly by him, than to fubmit patiently to 
the will of God, as he ought to have done: or 
this he chofe through afflittion*; through the force 
of it, becaufe of it, and by means thereof; and 
fo is a fort of excufe that Eibu makes for him; 
though at the fame time, he would have him by 
no, means to regard fuch iniquity, and indulge 
to it. 

¥. 22. Behold, God exalteth by his power, &c.} 
He exalts himfelf, or caufes himfelf to be exalted, 
and even above all the bleffing and praife of his 
creatures ; by his power in the works of creation 
and providence, he makes fuch a difplay of his glo- 
rious perfeétions, as to fet him on high, and out 
of the reach of the higheft praifes of men. He 
exalts his Son as mediator, and has made him 
higher than the kings of the earth; he exalts him 
as a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and 
remiffion of fins to his people, and to be the judge 
of quick and dead. He has exalted the human na- 
ture of Chrift to the grace of union to the Son of 
God; and exalted him in this nature at his right 
hand, far above all principality and power: he ex- 
alts men in a civil fenfe, who are in a low eftate, 
and raifes them to a very high one ; promotion is 


alone of him, he fets up and puts down at plea- 


fure. Ina fpiritual fenfe, he exalts men when he 
brings them out of a {tate of nature, into an open 
{tate of grace; brings them out of the horrible pit, 
and {ets their feet upon the rock Chrift Jefus; takes 
them as beggars from the dunghill, and places them 
among princes, even the princes of his people; ad- 
mits them to communion with himfelf, puts and 
keeps them in his favour, as in a garrifon; and at 
laft caufes them to inherit the throne of glory. He 
exalts men, when he fets the poor on high from af- 
fiction, and brings them out of adverfity into 
profperity ; and which is what may be chiefly in- 
tended here; let a man be brought as low as he 


may, God can by his power, if he will, raife him _ 


up again. And this may be faid for the comfort 
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end encouragement of ob, in his prefent circum- 
ftances: and fo dben Ezra interprets it, ‘* God 
« will exalt thee ;” as he afterwards did, The Tar- 
gum is, “ Behold, God alone is {trong in his might;” 
fee Pfal. xxi. 13. Who teacheth like him? He teaches 
by his providences, adverfe as well as profperous ; 
he teaches by his word and ordinances; he teaches 
by his Spirit and grace, and none teaches like him, 
Minifters of the word teach men both doétrine 
and duty, but not like him they have their gifts 
for teaching, their wifdom and knowledge, their 
doétrine, and all the ufe they are of from him ; 
none teach fo pleafantly, fo profitably, fo power- 
fully and effectually as he does: the Targum adds, 
“+ right things.” 

y¥. 23. Who bath enjoined him his way? &c.] He 
teaches men his own ways,~the methods of his 
grace and mercy towards them; and he prefcribes 
to them the ways in which they fhould walk; but 
none can lead or prefcribe to him; as the way of 
governing the world, in what manner he fhould act 
in it; who has taught him in the path of judgment ? 
or fhewed to him the way of underftanding ? Ma. xl. 
14. and particularly whom he fhould afflict, in 
what manner he fhould do it, when and how long 
he fhould continue it; all which he does according 
to his fovereign will, and is not to be controlled : 
and in a fpiritual fenfe, no man can or ought to 
enjoin and prefcribe to him whom he fhould fave, 
and in what way; he*faves whom he pleafes, and 
in his own way, even by his Son Jefus Chrift, and 
no other: or who bath viftted, or fhould vifit on 
bim, or with him bis way‘: who can take upon him 
to examine into his ways, and fcrutinize them and 
call him to an account for what he does? no man 
can overlook his ways and works, or cenfure him 
for any of his actions: or, who can fay thou baft 
wrought iniquity? this may be faid of every man, 
but it cannot be faid of God, by any without fin; 
for as there is no iniquity in his nature, there can 
be none in his works; not any in his works of 
providence, no not in the afflictions of his people ; 
juft and true are all his ways. 

y. 24. Remember that thou magnify his work, &c.] 
Or his works; his works of creation and provi- 
dence, which are great in themfelves, and declare 
the greatnefs of God; and which though they can. 
not be made greater than they are, men may be 
faid to magnify them when they afcribe them. to 
God, and magnify him on account of them ; when 


they think and fpeak well of them, and give glory: 


to God: and particularly by his work, may be 
meant the chaftifement of his people, which is a 
rod in his hand, which he appoints, and with which 
he fmites ; it is his own doing, and he may do what 
he pleafes this way; and it becomes his people to 
be {till and patient becaufe he does it ; and then do 
they magnify this work of his, when they bear it 
patiently, quietly fubmit to it, and humble them- 
felves under the mighty hand of God. Which men 
behold; for the works of God are vifible, particu- 
larly the works of creation, and the glory of God 
in them; which men of wifdom and underftanding 
behold with admiration and praife; and fo the Tar- 
gum is, “* which righteous men praife ;” and fome 
derive the word here ufed from a root which fig- 
nifies to fing, and fo may be underftood of mens 
celebrating the works of God in fongs of praife ; 
though his work here may chiefly defign the afflic- 
tions he lays on his people, and particularly which 
he had laid upon Fob, which were fo vifible, and the 
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hand of God in them was fo clearly to be feen, that 
men eafily beheld it and took notice of it. 
¥. 25. Every man may fee it, &c.] Not only was, 
to be feen by the wife and learned, the juft and good, 
but by the common people; whether it is to be 
underftood of the works of creation, or of the af- 
flictive providences of God in general, or of 7ob’s 
afflictions in particular. Man may bebold it afar 
off; as to time, from the creation of the world to 
the prefent time, as archi; or as to place, from 
the heaven, fo diftant, where are the fun, moon, 
and ftars; and which, though fo far off, are eafily 
beheld; or as to the manner of feeing them, not 
darkly, imperfectly, and in a confufed manner, as 
things at a diftance are feen, fo fome underftand it; 
but rather clearly and plainly, as things eafy to be 
feen, are clearly difcerned at a diftance ; and it fig- 
nifies that the work of God here meant is fo vifible 
that he muft be quite blind and ftupid that cannot 
fee; it it may be feen as it were with half an eye, 
and a great way off; he that runs may fee and read. 
y. 26. Behold, Ged is great, &c.} In his power 
and might, in his wifdom and knowledge, in his 
truth and faithfulnefs, in his love, grace, and mer- 
cy, and that to admiration ; and it is worthy of 
notice and attention, which the word dehold, prefix- 
ed hereunto, is expreffive of: or is much or many‘; 
as he is in his perfons: for though his effence is 
one, his perfons are more, they are three, Father, 
Son, and Spirit; in his perfections, of which there 
is a fulnefs; in his thoughts, counfels, purpofes, 
and decrees, which refpect other perfons and things; 
in his works of creation, providence, and grace, 
and in the bleffings of his goodnefs, which are fo 
many as not to be reckoned up. And we know 
him ot; God is to be known by the works of 
creation, and even by the very heathen, though 
fuch is their inattention to them that they are faid 
not to know God; yea even the wifeft among them 
by all their wifdom knew not God; for though they 
might know there was a God, they knew not who 
and what he was. God is known by his word, a- 
mong thofe who are favoured with a divine reve- 
lation of him, and efpecially by true believers in 
Chrift, who know God in Chrift, whom to know 
is life eternal ; and yet thefe know but in part, there 
is no finding out the almighty to perfection ; God 
is not known clearly, fully, and perfectly by any: 
or we know it not; the greatnefs of God; he is 
great, but we know not how great he is; his great- 
nefs is beyond all conception and expreffion. Nei 
ther can the number of bis years be fearched cut ; 
years are afcribed to God, after the manner of men, 
otherwife properly {peaking they are not applicable 
to him; by which time is meafured, and which 
belongs not to the eternal God ; however the num- 
ber of his years in an eternity paft, and of thofe to 
come, cannot be fearched out and reckoned up: it 
requires no great fkill in arithmetic to reckon up 
the years of the oldeft man that ever lived ; yea, 
the months, the days, the hours, and minutes of 
his life may be counted ; but the years of the moft 
High cannot; this is a phrafe expreffive of the eter- 
nity of him which is, and was, and is to come, and 
who from everlafting to everlafting is God. He 
was before the world was, as the creation of it out 
of nothing fhews. Jehovah the Father had a Son, 
and he loved him before the foundation of the 
world, and all his people in him; he made an ever- 
lafting choice of them in him, before the world be- 
gan; he made an everlafting covenant with them 
1B 
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i him, and gave them grace in him as early ; he 
fet him up as Mediator from everlafting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was; and will be the 
everlafting and unchangeable portion of his people 
to all eternity. Cocceivs thinks that thefe words are 
expreffive of the conftant love of God to the 
church, and the continudnce of his kingdom in it ; 
and of his moft fixed purpofe of love to men, and 
indefatigable care of them. 

¥.27. For he maketh finall the drops of rain, &c.] 
Elibu proceeds to give inftances and proofs of the 
greatnefs of God, and begins with fain, as Elipbaz 
does, chap. v. 9,10. a common phenomenon, what 
is very frequent, and well known in all ages and 
countries, and by all men more or Iefs; and yet there 
are fome things relative to it which are beyond the 
comprehenfion of men, and fhew the greatnefs and 
incomprehenfiblenefs of God: and the defign of 
this, and all other inftances of this kind, is to con- 
vince Fob of his folly in fearching out the caufes 
and reafons of God’s works of providence, when 
the common works of nature lie out of the reach 
of men; and to reconcile him to them, and bring 
him patiently to fubmit to the will of God, whofe 
ways are paft finding out: and fome render the 
words, be reftrains the drops of rain® ; he withholds 
it from the earth, which caufes a drought, and fo 
brings on a famine ; others, be fubtraéts, or draws 
out, or draws up the drops of water", which he 
exhales by the heat of the fun out of the earth and 


out of the fea; fee Pfal. cxxxv. 7. Amos v. 8, and. 


which are drawn up in fmall particles, but form 
large bodies of waters in the clouds ; and which are 
let down again upon the earth in fmall drops, in an 
eafy and gentle manner, and fo foak into the earth 
and take it fruitful ; which is what is meant by our 
verfion here : this is a wonderful inftance of God’s 
power, wifdom, and goodnefs, and is beyond our 
comprehenfion ; for no mortal man can tell how 
the almighty parts and divides thofe large quanti- 
ties of water in the clouds, that fometimes hang 
over our heads, into millions and ten thoufand times 
ten thoufand millions of drops, even innumerable; 
and caufes thefe waters in fuch a manner to defcend 
on the earth; lets them not fall at once, or in wa- 
ter-fpouts, which would wafh away the inhabitants 
of cities and towns, the cattle of the field, and the 
produce of the earth, as at the general deluge. 
They pour down rain according to the vapour thereof , 
the water drawn up and formed into large bodies 
in the heavens pours down rain in a gentlé and 
plentiful manner, according to the quantity of va- 
pours exhaled out of the earth and fea; if a fimall 
quantity is drawn up, a {mall quantity is let down, 
and if a large quantity is attracted, a large quan- 
tity, or a plentiful fhower is given: fome think 
that a fmall rain is meant in the preceding claufe, 
and a great rain in this; for there is the {mall rain 
and the great rain of his ftrength, chap. xxxvii. 6. 
The word tranflated pour has the fignification of 
liquefying, melting, and diffolving, and of purg- 
ing and purifying; and which is applicable to clouds 
which melt ahd diffolve gradually as they defcend 
in drops upon the earth; and the water which they 
let down is of all the moft clear and pure, a8 Galen 
and Hippocrates‘, thofe eminent phyficians, have 
obferved ; and a late celebrated ore tells us *, that 
rain water is fo truly diftilled by nature, that the 
chymift, with all his diftilling art, cannot produce 
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purer water; for thougl: it is exhaled out of thé 
dirty earth, out of miry places, bogs, and ditches, 
yet being bound up in the clouds, as in a garment, 


and paffing through the atmofphere, it comes down _ 


to us pure as if it had been percolated or ftrained 
through a linen cloth; and though the water as 
drawn up out of the fea is falt, yet carried up into 
the air, and there, as in an alembic, diftilled, it de- 
{cends to us {weet and frefh, and has not the leaft 
brackifhnefs in it, 

¥. 28. Which the clouds do drop and diftil upom 
mdn abundantly.] Not upon the perfons of men, 
which they take care as much as poffible to fhun 
and avoid, but upon the fields of men, and fo for 
the profit and advantage of men; and this denotes 
both the gentle manner in which the clouds let 
down rain, and the liberal profufton of them; they 
let it down both in an eafy and plentiful manner, 
and upon an abundance of men, or upon an abun- 
dance of fields and lands belonging to men; though 
fometimes rain falls upon the wildernefs where no 
man is, chap, xxxviii. 26. The Targum is * at 
“< the prayer of a fon of a great man,” or at the 
prayer of a man that has great intereft with God ; 
that is famous for his faith and piety, as lijab 
was, to whom perhaps the Targumis may havere- 
fpe&t. The rain is an emblem of the word of God, 
the gofpel of Chrift, which drops and diftils on the 
fouls of men like rain, and refrefhes them and makes 
them fruitful ; and is difpenfed by the minifters of 
it, who are compared to clouds, according to thé 
meafure of the gift of grace received by them, and 
that freely and fully as they have received it. 

y. 29. Alfo can any underftand the /preadings of 
the clouds, &c.] Or of acloud', a thick cloud, a 
fingle one ; which fometimes at the beginning is 
very {mall, about the bignefs of a man’s hand, 
1 Kings xviii. 44. and which in a little time fpreads 
all over the heavens, and covers them with blacle 
clouds and darknefs ; none can underftand, defcribe 
and tell by what means fo fmall a cloud at firft ap= 
pearance is fpread to fuch a prodigious extent; and 
which is done partly for the ufe of God himfelf, to 
be a pavilion or tent around him, P/a/m xviii. 11. 
and xcvii. 2. and partly for the ufe of men, either 
to let down rain on the feveral parts of the world, 
or to be a fort of an umbrella to men, to thelter 
them from fcorching heat; nor can any underftand 
how the clouds, ftretched out to fuch a compafs, 
are poifed and balanced in the air, fo as to retain 
their pofition as long as it is the pleafure of God ; 
fee chap. xxxvii. 16. Ben Gerfom, who is followed 
by others”, interprets this of the differences of the 
clouds, which are unaccountable, as to the form 
and colour of them being curious, and the matter 
which they containor what iffues from them; out 
of fome, rain, others hail, others fnow and fleet, 
others wind, others thunder and lightning; and yet 
all arife from the fame, even from vapours exhaled 
from the earth and fea; fome become moift and 
cold, others‘hot and dry. As clouds are emblems 
of gofpel-minifters, J/a. v. 6. this may lead us to 
obferve the different gifts of grace beftowed on 
them, and the different ufes they are of ; fome are 
Boanergefes, fons of thunder; others Barnabafes, 
fons of confolation; and the extent of the gofpel- 
miniftry all over the world, which firft began as a 
fmall cloud over the land of Fudea, and then was 


fpread throughout the Gentile world. Or the noife” 


of 


£ I) '2v) YW? aufert ftillas pluvie & prohibebit, Pagninus ; fo Vatablus, Tigtrine verfion, Targum & Ben Gerfom. 
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Ch.xxxvi.¥.30-=32. Pa OP, By 


of bis tabernacle; the tabernacle of God, which are 


the clouds, which are laid as the flooring of his 


palace, and are drawn about him as a tent or pavi- 


lion, P/al. civ. 3. and xviii. 11. where he fits invi- 


fible, and from whence, as a general of an army, 
he iffues out his orders, and fends forth his artil- 
lery, rain, hail, fnow, thunder and lightning, and 


ftormy wind fulfilling his word; the noife hereof 


is either the noife of the waters in the clouds, the 
found of an abundance of rain, 1 Kings xviii. 41. 
or of the bluftring winds, by which the clouds are 
moved and portend rain; aor of the thunder that 
burfts out of them with a vehement noife, and 
which is ufually followed with rain; and the thun- 
der of his power who can underftand? chap. xxvi. 
14. This may be an emblem of the voice of God 
in his gofpel out of his tabernacle, the church, which 


the natural man underftands not; or the voice of 


God in his providences, in which he {peaks to men 
once and twice and they perceive it not. 

y. 30. Bebold, he fpreadeth his light upon it, &c.] 
Upon his tabernacle; that is, upon the clouds, 
which are his tabernacle; either the light of the 
fun, whereby the clouds are difperfed and blotted 
out; anemblem of the blotting out of fin, or the for 
givenefs of it, J/a. xliv. 22. which is like a clear 
fhining after rain, 2 Sam. xxiii. 4. or on a thin 
cloud whereby the rainbow is formed, an emblem 
of peace and reconciliation by Chrift ; or lightning, 
which burfting out of the dark cloud is fpread over 
it, when it feems to be all in flames. Cocceius ren- 
ders it, be fpreads the light about bimfelf, God fpreads 
it about himfelf, clothing himfelf with light as with 
a garment, and dwelling in light inacceffible to 
men: or he /preads it upon him, upon man; caul- 
ing his fun to thine on the juft and unjuft: or on 
it, the earth; fo it was {fpread when firft command- 
ed to fhine out of darknefs, with which the earth 
in its primaeval ftate was covered ; and fo it is fpread 
every morning upon the earth ; as foon as day breaks, 
the morning is {pread upon the mountains, and in 
a fhort time it overfpreads the whole hemifphere ; 
an emblem this of the fpread of the light of grace 
over the dark hearts of men, in converfion, which 
are like the earth in its chaotic ftate, or as in the 
night-feafon covered with darknefs ; out of which 
they are called and brought by the grace of God, 
having thetruelight fprung and placed in their fouls; 
which at firft is but glimmering, and at beft im 
perfect in the prefent ftate, yet is fpreading and in- 
creafing, Prov. iv. 18. and of the fpread of the 
great and glorious light of the gofpel in the world 
in the times of the apoftles, and as it will be in the 
latter-day glory. And covereth the bottom of the 
fea, or the roots of the fea"; though one would 
think they fhould be rather covered with water and 
with darknefs, as they are; fee chap. xxxviii. 8, 
9,10. Ifa. xi. 9. This is to be underftood either 
of the light of the fun, and the rays of it, which 
are fo piercing and penetrating as to reach to the 
bottom of the fea, and cover it and exhale waters 
out of its or of lightning, which is equally as 
piercing and penetrating or more, and ftrikes to the 
very roots of the fea, and covers them, or rather 
difcovers them, fo that the channels of waters are 
feen, and the foundations of the world are difco- 
vered, Pfal, xviii. 14, 15. the Targum of this verfe 
is, ** he {preads upon it rain, and covers the rocks 
*¢ or foundations of the fea;’’ and the rain is called 
light according to Ramban, becaufe by the defcent 
of it the day is enlightened, and the darknefs of the 
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clouds removed; and by this means the bottom 
of the fea is covered, fo that it paffes its bounds 
and covers the rocks, that is, the borders of it, as 
others explain it°. 

¥. 31. For by them judgeth be the people, &c.] 
That is, by the clouds; which the Lord ules both in 
a way of judgment, as exprefied in this claufe, and 
in a way of mercy, as in the following; by thefe, 
and what iffue out of them, as rain, hail, winds, 
thunder and lightning, he fometimes punifhes the 
inhabitants of the earth, as he did the old world by 
a deluge of water, which came partly from the 
foundations of the great deep, and partly from the 
windows of heaven, which deftroyed man and beaft, 
and the increafe of the earth; he punifhed the 
Egyptians by a violent ftorm of hail ; and flew 
many of the Canaanites with hail-ftones ; Pharaoh 
and his hoft funk like lead when he blew with his 
wind ; and Sodom and Gomorrah, with the cities of 
the plain, were deftroyed with thunder and light- 
ning, fire and brimftone from heaven; as the army 
of the Philiftines were difcomfited by thunder in the 
times of Samuel, and the captains of fifties, with 
their men, were confumed by lightning in the 
times of Elijah; and as the heavens and the earth 
will be burnt with fire at the end of all things. He 


giveth meat in abundance ; very plentifully, or to a 


multitude of creatures, both men and cattle; who 
have a liberal fupply of food by means of the 
clouds and rain, which falling upon the earth make 
it fruitful, fo that it gives bread to the eater, and 
feed to the fower; caufes grafs to grow up for the 
beafts of the field, and produces bread-corn, oil, 
and wine, for the benefit of men; an emblem of 
the variety and plenty of fpiritual food difpented ta 
the churches of Chrift, through the miniftry of the 
word, and by the minifters of it. 
¥. 32. With clouds be covereth the light, &c.] 
Hither the lightning which is hid and covered in 
the black dark cloud until it burfts out of it; or 
the light of the fun, which is wonderful, that waters 
naturally clear and tranfparent, when formed inta 
clouds, fhould obftruct the rays of the fun and 
darken it; fee Ezek. xxxii 7. and thus it was in 
the {torm and tempeft the apoftle Pau/ was in many 
days, which was fo thick and dark, that the fun and 
ftars did not appear of a Jong time, 4é3 xxvii,20. dnd - 
commandeth it not to fhine, by the cloud ¢hat cometh 
betwixt ; that is, commands the fun that it fhines 
not, or hinders it from fhining, by reafon of the 
intervening clouds; this is an emblem of fin inter- 
pofing between God and his people, which caufes 
him to hide his face from them and not fhine upon 
them: fins are comparable to clouds for numbers, 
being more than can be told; and for their nature 
and quality, like clouds they rife out of the earthly 
and carnal heart of man; and which is alfo like a 
troubled fea which cannot reft; and which reach 
up unto heaven and bring down wrath and venge- 
ance from thence on wicked men ; and in God’s , 
own people like the clouds they intercept the light 
of his countenance, the bright fhining of the fun of 
righteoufnefs, the comfort, peace, and joy of the 
holy Spirit : the words may be rendered, with bands 
he covers the light, and commands that it fhine not 
by reafon of what comes between, and they are un- 
derftood by fome, as by Schmidt particularly, of 
the eclipfes of the fun and moon, when God as it 
were covers them with hands, and fuffers them not 
to fhine by intervening bodies; fo the eclipfe of the 
fun is occafioned by the moon’s coming between 
that 
* In Bar Tzemach in loc, 
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that and the earth, and the eclipfe of the moon by 
the interpofition of the earth between that and the 
fun ; the Targum is, ‘* becaufe of rapine of hands 
“¢ he reftrains rain, and commands it to defcend be- 
& caufe of him that prays,” who comes between 
and intercedes for a finful people as Elijah did ; or 
as others, he commands the lightning that it hurts 
not becaufe of him that comes between and inter- 
cedes with his prayers. 

¥. 33. The noife thereof foeweth concerning it, &c.] 
The rain, that it is coming; it is a prefage and 
prognoftic of it, namely, the noife of the clouds in 
the air, the found of abundance of rain there; or 
the noife of the winds, which is often a forerunner 
of it; or the noife of thunder when rain frequently 
follows, Jer. x. 13. The cattle alfo concerning the 
vapour; that is, the cattle likewife fhew figns of 
rain, being fenfible of the vapours which rife up 
out of the earth, and are drawn up into the air and 
form clouds there ; thefe, through their fharp fight, 
difcern the vapours rifing out of the earth infenfi- 
ble by men ; or by their quick fimell ” or tafte dif- 
cern them, thefe leaving fome tincture upon the 


. 
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-grafs they are feeding on; and which occafion fome 


- 
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motions and gefturés in them by which hufband- 
men, and thofe that are accuftomed to them, know 
that the rain is at hand: and there are various 
things obfervable in brutes, fowls, and cattle, and 
other creatures, which are figns of approaching 
rain ; as the kawing of crows, the croking of frogs, 
the flying about of cranes and fwallows, the mo- 
tion of ants, the retire of cattle to places of fhelter, 
and the like; ben’ Ezra obferves that fheep lyin 

on their right fide portends rain ; the above things 


with others are moft beautifully exprefled by Vir= 


gil‘, and which with many others are collected to-= 
gether by Pliay'; and though there are various 
interpretations given of this paffage, this feems to 
be the moft agreeable, and which fuits with our 
verfion ; unlefs the following, which I only pro- 
pofe, fhould be more eligible, Ae, that is, God, dy 
it, the rain, declares bis good-will to men, likewife 
to the catile, and alfo towards what rifes up out of 
the earth, the herbs and plants; all which receive 
much benefit by the clouds and rain. 


CHAP. XXXVIL 


E LIHU in this chapter proceeds to fhew the 

greatnefs of God as it appears in other of his 
works of nature, which greatly affected him, and 
to an attention to which he exhorts others, y. 1, 2. 
particularly thunder and lightning, the direction, 
extent, and order of which he obferves, y. 3, 4. 
and then fuggefts that befides thefe there are other 
great things done by him, incomprehenfible and 
unknown in various refpects; as the fnow, and rain, 
leffer and greater, which come on the earth at his 
command, and have fuch effect on men as to feal 
up their hands, and on the beafts of the field as to 
caufe them to retire to their dens, and there re- 
main, ¥. 5—8. and then he goes on to take no- 
tice of wind, and froft, and the clouds, and the 
difperfion of them ; their ufe and ends, whether in 
judgment or mercy, ¥.9g——13.,and then calls on 
Fob to confider thefe wondrous works of God, and 
remark how ignorant men are of the difpofition of 
clouds for the rainbow ; of the balancing of them ; 
of the heat and quietnefs that come by the fouth 
wind, and of the firmnefs of the fky, ¥.14—21, 
And from all this he concludes, the terrible majefty, 
unfearchable nature of God, the excellency of his 
power and juftice; and that men therefore fhould 
and do fear him, who is no refpecter of perfons, 
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y. 1. At this alfo my heart trembleth, &c.] At 
the greatnefs and majefty of God, not only as dif- 
played in thofe works of his before obferved, but 
as difplayed in thofe he was about to fpeak of : fuch 
terrible majefty is there with God, that all rational 
creatures tremble at it; the nations of the world, 
the kings and great men of the earth, and even 
the devils them{elves. Good men tremble in the 
worlhip of God, and at the word of God; and even 


P Vid. Democrit. Fragment. & Rendtorf. Not. in Ib. apud Fabritii Bibliothec. Gr. 1. 4. ¢. 29. p. 338, 362. 


illum furgentem vallibus imis, &c, Georgic. 1.1. v.374, &c. 


1.18. ¢.35. Vid. Democrit. Fragm. ut fupra, p. 335, 358, 362, 366. 
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at the judgments of God on wicked men, and at 
the things that are coming on the churches of 
Chrift. But Hizbu has a particular refpeét to thun- 
der and lightning, which are very terrible to many 
perfons *, both good and bad*. At the giving of 
the law, there were fuch blazes of lightning and 
claps of thunder, that not only all the people of 
Jrael in the camp trembled, but Mo/es himfelf alfo 
exceedingly feared and quaked. It is very proba- 
ble, that at this time Z/zbu faw a florm gathering, 
and a tempeft rifing ; fome flafhes of lightning 
were feen, and fome murmurs " of thunders heard, 
which began to affect him; fince quickly after we 
read that God fpoke out of the whirlwind or tem- 
peft, chap. xxxviii. 1. dnd is moved out of bis 
place; was ready to leap out of his body, Such 
an effect had this phenomenon of nature on him; 
as is fometimes the cafe with men at a fudden 
fright or unufual. found, and particularly thun- 
der ”. 2 

y. 2. Hear attentively the noife of bis voice, &c.] 
Of the voice of God in the clouds; and of thunder, 
which is his voice, chap. xl. 9. Elibu being af- 
fected with it himfelf, exhorts the company about 
him to hearken and liften to it, and learn fomething 
from it. And the found that goeth out of bis mouth: 
as the former claufe may have refpeét to loud thun- 
der, a more violent crack or clap of it; fo this 
may intend fome leffer whifpers and murmurs of 
it at a diftance ; or a rumbling noife in the clouds 
before they burft ; fince the word is fometimes 
ufed for private meditation. Now the voice of 
God, whether in his works of nature, or in the 
difpenfations of his providence, or in his word ; 
whether in the thunder of the law, or in the ftill 
found of the gofpel, is to be attentively hearken- 
ed to; becaufe it is the voice of God, the voice 
ag 
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See Bacon’s Nat. Hift, cent. 9. p. 208. 
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tive; and on fufpicion of a ftorm rifing, would betake himfelf to fome fecret and covered place. And to Tiberius, who wore 


his laurel to fecure him from it: and to Caligula, who, on hearing it, would get out of 
Plin. Nat. Hift. 1.15. c. 30. Vid. Virgil. Georgic. 1, 1. v. 
* Tonitruorum unum genus grave murmur —— aliud genus eft acre quod crepitum magis dixerint. Seneca Quett. 
w Attonitos, quorum mentes fonus ille cceleftis loco pepulit. Ibid, ' ae 


Vit. Auguft. c.go. Tiber..c. 69. & Caligul. c. 51. 


c. 27. 


and hide himfelf under it. Sueton. 
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of the God of glory, majeftic and powerful, and 
is attended with various effects; of which fee P/a/. 


XXIX, 3—9. 
¥.3. He direfteth it under the whole beaven, &c.) 
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out the decree concerning them, the order and dif- 
pofition for them: or rather the rain and hail; 


_thefe are not ftayed, but quickly follow the flath of 
lightning and clap of thunder: for when be utters 


His voice of thunder, which rolls from one end of | 42s voice of thunder, there is a multitude of waters 


the heaven to the other: he charges the clouds with 
it, and direé&ts both it and them where they fhall 
go and difcharge ; what tree, houfe or man, it fhall 
trike; and where the rain fhall fall when the clouds 
burft: yet Pliny atheiftically calls thunder and 
lightning chance-matters. 
the word, who are compared to clouds, J/ai. v. 6. 
are charged with it by the Lord: they are directed 
by him what they fhall fay, where they fhall go and 
declare it, and he directs where it fhal] fall with 
power and weight ;. yea, he directs it into the very 
hearts of men, where it pierces and penetrates; and 
is a difcerner and difcoverer of their thoughts and 
intents. And his lightning unto the ends of the 
earth: it cometh out of the eaft, and fhineth to the 
welt, Matt. xxiv. 27. and {wiftly moves to the fur- 
ther parts of the earth: and fuch a direction, mo- 
tion and extent, has the gofpel had; the glorious 
light of it, comparable to lightning, it firft broke 
forth in the eaft, where Chrift, his forerunner and 
his difciples, firft preached it, and Chriftian churches 
were formed; and from thence it fpread into the 
weftern parts of the world, and before the deftruc- 
tion of Ferufulem it was preached unto all nations ; 
it had a free courfe, ran and was glorified; the found 
of the voice of it went into all the earth, and the 
words and doétrines of the apoftles unto the ends 
of the world. 
| 4. After it a voice roareth, &cc.} After the light- 
ning comes a violent crack or clap of thunder, 
which is like the roaring of a lion. Such is the or- 
der of thunder and lightning, according to our 
fenfe and apprehenfion of them; otherwife in na- 
ture they are together: but the reafons given why 
the lightning is feen before, and fo the fame in the 
flafh and report of a gun, are, becaufe the fenfe 
of feeing is quicker than the fenfe of hearing*; 
and the motion of light is quicker than that of 
found; which latter is the trueft reafon’. The 
roaring voice of thunder may be an emblem of the 
thunder of the law; its dreadful vollies of curfes, 
vengeance, and wrath on the breakers of it, as de 
livered out by Boanergefes, fons of thunder: or, 
the loud proclamation of the gofpel, made by the 
minifters of it; and the alarming, awakening found 
of the word, when attended with the Spirit and 
power of God, to finners afleep and dead in tref- 
pafies and fins ; upon which they awake, hear, and 
live. He thundreth with the voice of his excellency : 
that is, God thunders with fuch a voice, an ex- 
cellent and majeftic one; for his voice of thunder 
is full of majefty, P/al. xxix. 4. So is the voice 
of Chrift in the gofpel; he fpake when on earth 
as one having authority, and he comes forth and 
appears in it now with majefty and glory; and 
{peaks in it of the excellent things which he has 
done, of the excellent righteoufnefs he has wrought 
out, of the excellent facrifice he has offered up, 
and of the excellent falvation he is the author of. 
And he will not flay them when bis voice is beard 
either the thunder and the lightning, as fome ; 
which he does not long defer after he has given 
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in the heavens, and thefe quickly come down and 
are not ftopped, Fer. x. 13. The word for Stay, 
fignifies to fupplant, or act deceitfully ; the name 
of Facob is derived from this root, becaufe he fup- 
planted his brother; and fo it may be rendered 


Thus the minifters of | here, be will not fupplant, or deceive them’, when 


his voice is heard; that is, either he does not fub- 
vert them, the heavens and earth, but preferves 
them ; though he makes them to tremble with his 
voice of thunder*: or he does not aét the part of 
a fecret, fubtil and deceitful] enemy, when he 
thunders ; but fhews himfelf openly as a King, 
executing his decrees with authority >: or rather, 
he deceives none with his voice; none can mif- 
take it; all know it to be the voice of thunder 
when it is heard: fo Chrift’s fheep know his voice 
in the gofpel, and cannot be deceived the voice of 
a ftranger they will not follow. 
¥. 5. God thundreth marvelloufly with bis voice, 
&c.| Or marvels‘, or marvellous things, which 
may refpect the marvellous effects of thunder and 
lightning: fuch as rending rocks and mountains ; 
throwing down high and ftrong towers ; fhattering 
to pieces high and mighty oaks and cedars, and o- 
ther fuch like effeéis, mentioned in ?/a/. xxix. and 
there are fome things reported which f-em almoft 
incredible, were they not well attefted facts 3. as 
that an ege fhould be confumed thereby, and the 
fhell unhurt; a cafk of liquor, the liquor in it 
fpoiled, and the cafk not touched; money melted 
in the purfe, and the purfe whole; the foetus in the 
womb killed, and the woman preferved ; with o- 
ther things of the like kind mentioned by various 
writers “°; and which are to be accounted for only 
by the fwift motion, and piercing and penetrating 
nature of lightning. So the voice of God in the 
gofpel thunders out and declares many wonderful 
things; as the doctrines of the trinity of perfons 
in one God; of the everlafting love of the three 
perfons ; of the perfon of Chrift, and the union of 
the two natures in him; of his incarnation, of re- 
demption and falvation by him; of regeneration 
by the Spirit of God; of union to Chrift, and com- 
munion with him; and of the refurrection of the 
dead: and it produces marvellous effects, attended 
with a divine power; as quickning finners dead in 
trefpaffes and fins; enlightning thofe who are dark- 
nefs itfelf; bearing down all oppofition before it ; 
cafting down the ftrong-holds of fin and Satan, and 
reducing the moft ftubborn and obftinate to the o- 
bedience of Chrift. Great things doth be, which 
we cannot comprebend ; or know*: great things in 
creation, the nature and caufes of which lie greatly 
out of the reach of man; and which he rather 
guefies at than knows, and ftill lefs comprehends, 
Great things in providence ; in fuftaining all crea- 
tures and providing for them; and in the govern- 
ment of the world, and in his difpenfations in it ; 
his judgments being unfearchable, and his ways 
paft} finding out: and great things in grace; as 
the falvation of finners by Chrift, and the conver- 
fion of their fouls by his Spirit; and even what is 
known 
Y The noife 


is commonly about feven or eight feconds after the flath, that is, about half a quarter of a minute ; but fometimes much fooner, 
in a fecond or two, or lefs than fo, and almoft immediately upon the flafh: this is when the explofion is very near us. Philo- 
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known of them, is known but in part and very im- 
perfectly. This is a tranfition to other great things 
done by the Lord, befides thofe before mentioned, 
and particular inftances follow. 

y. 6. For be faith to the fnow, Be thou on the 
earth, &c.] In the original it is, be thou earth: 
hence one of the Radbbins formed a notion, that 
the earth was created from fnow under the throne 
of glory, which is juftly cenfured by Maimonides *; 
for there is a defect of the letter 5 as in 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 30. as Aben Ezra obferves ; and therefore 
rightly fupplied by us, on the earth, ‘This is one 
of the great and incomprehenfible things of God. 
What is the caufe of it, how it is generated, what 
gives it its exceeding whitenefs and its form, we 
rather guefs at than certainly know; and there are 
fome things relative to it not eafy to be accounted 
for: as that it fhould be generated in the lower re- 
gion of the air, fo near us, and yet be fo cold; and 
be fo cold in its own nature, yet be like a blanket 
warming to the earth; and that being fo cold, it 
fhould fall in hot countries, as in many parts of 
Africa, as Leo Africanus afferts® ; and though fo 
eafily melted, yet lies continually upon the top 
of a burning mountain, mount na, as obferved 
by Pineda and others. God has his treafures of it, 
and he. brings it forth from thence; it is at his 
command, it goes at a word {peaking ; it is one 
of the things that fulfil his word, Pfa/. cxlviii. 8. 
And if what Pliny * fays is true, that fnow never 
falls upon the high feas or main ocean; the expref- 
fion here is with great exa¢tnefs and propriety, be 
thou on the earth. However, this is certain, that 
to the earth only it is ufeful, warming, refrefhing 
and fructifying ; it has a wonderful virtue in it to 
fatten the earth. Olaus Magnus’ reports, that in 
the northern countries, where it falls in great 
plenty, the fields are more fruitful than any o- 
thers, and fooner put forth their fruits and in- 
creafe, than other fields prepared and cultivated 
with the greateft labour and diligence: and that 
they are often obliged to drive off the cattle from 
them, left they fhould eat too much and burft, 
the fields and meadows becoming {fo luxurious by 
it; and frequently they mow off the tops of herbs 
and grafs with their fcythes, to prevent their grow- 
ing toorank. The word of God, as for its pu- 
rity, fo for its warming, refrefhing and fructify- 
ing nature, is compared unto it, //ai, lv. 10, 11. 
Likewife to the fall rain, and to the great rain of 
his firength: that is, God fays to thefe as to the 
{now, Be upon the earth; and they prefently are, 
whether leffer or larger fhowers: the leffer or more 
gentle, according to Seneca*, fall in the winter, 
and the larger in fpring; the former when the 
north wind blows, the latter when the fouth; but 
whenever they come, they fall by the direction of 
God, and at his command, He and he only gives 
rain, the vanities of the Gentiles cannot ; and thefe 
are fent to water and refrefh the earth, and make 
it fruitful ; for which reafon alfo the word of God 
is compared thereunto, Deut. xxxii. 2. J/ai, lv. 10, 
11. The Targum is, ‘to the rain after rain in 
«* fummer, to ripen the fruits; and to the rain af- 
“ ter the rain, to caufe the grafs to bud in winter 
«in his ftrength.” So a fhower of rain in the 
fingular number, fignifies rain that falls in fummer; 
and a fhower of rain in the plural, what falls in 
winter. 
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y.7. He fealeth up the band of every man, 8c.) 
That is, by deep fnows and heavy rains being on 
the earth; where, as travellers are {topped in their 
journies, and cannot proceed, fo various artificers 


are hindered from their work, and hufbandmen e- ~ 


{pecially from their employment in the fields; fo 
that their hands are as it were fhut up and fealed, 
that they cannot work with them. Sephorno in- 
terprets this of the fruits and increafe of the earth 
being produced and brought to perfection by 
means of the fnow and rain, and fo gathered by 
and into the hands of men; whereby they are led 
to obferve the work of God and his goodnefs here- 
in, and fo to love and fear him; which he takes 
to be the fenfe of the following claufe, that all men 
may know bis work: either their own work ; what 
they have to do at home when they cannot work 
abroad; or that they may have leifure to reflect 
upon their moral ways and works, and confider 
how deficient they are: or rather the work of God; 


that they may know and own the fnow and rain’ 


are his work, and depend upon his will ; or that 
they may have time and opportunity of confider- 
ing and meditating on the works of God, in na- 
ture, providence and grace. Some choofe to read 
the words, that all men of bis work may know'; 
may know him the author of their beings, and the 
God of their mercies. For all men are the work 
of his hands; he has made them, and not they 
themfelves ; and the end of all God’s dealings with 
them is, that they may know him, fear, ferve, and 
glorify him. 

¥. 8. Then the beafts go into dens, &c.] When 
{now and rains are on the earth in great abundance, 
then the wild beafts of the field, not being able to 
prowl about, betake themfelves to dens ; where they 
lie in wait, lurking for any prey that may pafs by, 
from whence they fpring and feize it. ud remain 
in their places; until the fnow and rains are gone 
of. As for other beafts, O/aus Magnus ™ ob- 
ferves, that when fuch large fnows fall, that trees 
are covered with them, and the tender branches 
bend under the weight of them. they will come 
and abide under them, as in fhady places, in great 
fecurity, fheltered from the cold wind. ‘The for- 
mer may put us in mind of great perfonages, com- 
parable to beafts of prey for their favagenefs and 
cruelty, who, when the day of God’s wrath and 
vengeance is come, will flee to rocks and moun- 
tains, dens and caverns, there to hide themfelves 
from it; Rev. vi. 15, 16, 17. 

¥.9. Out of the fouth cometh the whirlwind, 8ec.} 
Or from the chamber”, from the chamber of the 
cloud, as Ben Gerfom, from the infide of it; or 
from the treafury of God, who bringeth the wind 
out of his treafures; alluding to chambers where 
treafures are kept; or from the heavens, fhut up 
and veiled around with clouds like a pavilion: 
but becaufe we read’ of the chambers of the fouth, 
chap. ix. 9, and the fouthern pole was like a fecret 
chamber, fhut up, unfeen,and unknown very much 
-to the ancients; hence we render it, and others in- 
terpret it, of the fouth ; from whence in thefe coun- 
tries came whirlwinds. Hence we read of the whirl- 
winds of the fouth, J/ai. xxi. 1. Zech. ix. 14. Aud 
cold out of the north; cold freezing winds from 
thence ; or from the featterers®: Aben Exra inter- 
prets them of ftars, the fame with the Mazzaroth, 
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or northern pole, as fome: or rather the northern 
winds are defigned, which fcatter the clouds, drive | drop down or withhold the rain of gofpel doctrine 
away rain, Prov. xxv. 33. and bring fair weather, | and carry it into the feveral places of the world, as 
y.22. Wherefore Mr Broughton renders the word, | the Lord direéts them ; fee La. v. 6. Ads xiii, 46. 
<< fair weather-winds ;” and, in a marginal note, | Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
“ the fcatterers of clouds ”.” ¥. 13. He caujeth it to come, &c.| The cloud 
y. 10. By the breath of God froft is given, &c.|| and rain by it. Whether for correction , for the re- 
By the word of God, as the Targum, at his com- | proof and chaftifement of men for their fins, by 
mand it is, at his word it comes, and at his word | fuffering fuch quantities to fall as wafh away, or 
it goes, P/alm cxlvii. 15-18. or by his will, as | corrupt-and deftroy the fruits of the eatth: or for 
Ben Gerfom interprets it, when it is his pleafure it | @ ¢ribe*, as the word fometimies fignifies ; the rain 
fhould be, it appears; it may be underftood of a} is fent, and comes only to a particular part or fpot 
freezing wind frém the Lord, fora wind is fome- | of ground, to one city and not another, Amos iv.7. 
times exprefied by the breath of his noftrils, P/a/. | or for his land; fome particular Jand he has a favour 
xviii. 15. and as the word God added to things, in- | for, as the land of Canaan he cared for from one 
creafes the fignification of them, as mountains of | end of the year to another, and therefore fent on it 
God, are ftrong mountains; fo the breath of God | rain in due feafon, though as yet it did not appear 
may fignify a itrong wind, as Sephorno notes, the | to be the object of his peculiar regard; or for the 
north wind’. Aud the breadth of the waters is | whole earth, which is his, and wherever rain comes 
firaitned ; by the froft they are reduced and brought | feafonably and in proper quantity, it is for the be- 
into a narrower compafs; or made bard, as Mr | nefit of it; though fome think the land which no 
Broughton renders it; fo hard as to walk upon, to | man has a property in but the Lord is meant, even 
draw carriages on, and lay weights and burdens | the wildernefs where no man is, chap. xxxviii. 26, 
very great upon; or become compact or bound | 27. or fer mercy; to fome particular fpot, and to 
together, like metal melted, poured out, and confo- | fome particular perfons; and indeed it is a kindnef§ 
lidated ; though fome think it refers to the thaw- | and benefit both to good and bad men; hereby the 
ing of ice by the fouth winds‘, when the waters re- | earth is watered and made fertile and fruitful, to 
turn to their former breadth ; which is done by the | bring forth feed to the fower and bread to the eater, 
breath or commandment of God, as appears from | fee Matt. v. 45. déis xiv: 17. the word of God is 
the place before quoted from the Pfalmift; for it} for the correétion of fome, and for the comfort of 
may be rendered, and the breadth of the waters in| others, 2 Tim. iii. 16. yea the favour of death unto 
pouring out, fo the Targum, when thawed; or thro’ | death to fome, and the favour of life unto life ta 
the pouring down of rain, fo the Syriae and Arabic | others, 2 Cor. ii. 16. The Targum paraphrafes the 
verfions, be fends forth plenty of water. words, ‘‘ either a rain of vengeance on the feas and 
¥. 11. Alfo by watering he wearieth the thick | « deferts, or an impetuous rain on the trees of the 
cloud, &c.) By filling it with a multitude of wa- | «« mountains and hills, or a {till rain of mercy on 
ter, it is as it were loaded and made weary with it; | «« the fruitful fields and vineyards.” 
and efpecially by fending it about thus loaded from y. 14. Hearken unto ibis, O Fob, &c.| Either 
place to place before difcharged, when it becomes | to the prefent clap of thunder then heard; or rather 
as a weary traveller; and then by letting down the | to what Elihu had laft faid concerning clouds of 
water in it, whereby it {pends itfelf like one that is | rain coming for corre€tion or mercy ; and improve 
weary; an emblem of minifters that {pend and are | it and apply it to his own cafe, and confider whe- 
fpent for the good of men: fome render it by fere- | ther the affliGtions he was under were for the re- 
nity or fair weather, and fo Mr Broughton, « by proof and correction of him for fin, or in mercy 
*< clearnefs he wearieth the thick vapours ;” by | and love to his foul and for his good, as both might 
caufing a clear fky he difpels them, He /fcatter-| be the cafe, or to what he had farther to fay to 
eth bis bright cloud , thin light clouds that have no | him, which was but little more, and he fhould con- 
thing in them, and are foon difperfed and come to | clude. Stand /till; ftand up, in order to hear better, 
nothing, and are feea no more; an emblem of | and in reverence of what might be faid; and with 
fuch as are clouds without water, Fude, W. 12. fee | filence, that it might be the better received and un- 
derftood: and confider the wondrous works of God s 


Zech. xi. 17. or be fcatters the cloud by bis light*; 
by the fun, which difpels clouds and makes a clear | not prodigies and extraordinary things, which are 
out of the common courfe of nature, fuch as the 


iky ; an emblem of the blotting out and forgivenefs 
of fins, and of reftoring the manifeftations of di- | wonders in Egypt, at the Red fea, in the wildernefs, 
and in the land of Canaan, but common.things 5 


vine love, and the joys of falvation; fee I/aiab 
fuch as come more or lefs under daily obfervation, 


xliv. 22. 
for of fuch only he had been fpeaking, and conti- 


¥. 12. And. it is turned round about by bis coun- 
fels, &c.} The cloud,is, and that by the wind, | nued to fpeak; fuch as winds, clouds, thunder, 
which is turned about to all points of the compafs, | lightning, hail, rain, and fhow; thefe he would have 

him confider and reflect upon, that though they 


according to the will of God; by the counfels of 
him who fits at the helm, as the word fignifies, and | were fo common and obvious to view, yet there 
were fome things in them marvelous and beyond 


orders all things according to the counfel of his 

own will; to which are owing every fhifting of the | the full comprehenfion of men; and therefore much 

wind, and the various motions of the clouds. Tat] more mutt be the works of providence, and the 
hidden caufes and reafons of them. 


they may do whatfoever be commandeth them upon the 
face of the world in the earth; as all his creatures| y¥.15. Doft thou know when God difpofed them ? 
&c.] The clouds, that part of the wondrous 


do; the feveral meteors in the air, clouds, ftormy 
wind, fire, hail, fnow, and vapour, all fulfilling his | works of God he was fpeaking of ; when he decreed 
concerning them that they fhould be, when he put 


word ; and which they do every where in the feve- 
ral parts of the world whither they are fent, P/a/. | into them and ftored them with rain, hail, fnow, 


cvii, 25, 29. and cxlviii, So minifters of the word 


; ee. 
P So David de Pomis, Lexic. fol. 77.3. 4 Indurogue nives, &c. Ovid. + — Cum yere reverfo 
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Fc. difpofed of them here and there in the heavens, 
and gave them orders to fall on this and the other 


fpot of ground; waft thou prefent at all this, and 


knew what God was doing fecretly in the clouds, 
and before heard what would break out of them, 


or fall from them? and if thou art ignorant of 


thefe things, canft thou imagine that thou fhouldft 
be made acquainted with the fecret {prings of God’s 
providential dealings with the children of men? 
And caufed the light of bis cloud to fhine, either the 
lightning to break through the cloud, or.rather the 
light of the fun to fhine upon his cloud, prepared 
to receive the light reflected on it, and form the 
rainbow ; which, as it is called his bow, the cloud in 
which it is may be called his cloud; which is one 
of the wondrous works of God, and is called by 
the heathens the daughter of wonder‘; formed in a 
femicircle, with various colours, and as a token 
that God will drown the earth no more; an emblem 
of the covenant of peace, and of Jefus Chrift, faid 
to be clothed with a cloud, and with a rainbow 
about his head, Rev. x. 1. 

¥. 16. Doft thou know the balancings of the clouds? 


&c.] How thofe ponderous bodies, as fome of 


them are very weighty, full of water, are poized, 
and hang in the air, without turning this way or 
the other, or falling on the earth. The wondrous 
works of him which is perfect in knowledge, of God 
who is a God of knowledge, of knowledges, 1 Sam. 
ii. 3. who knows himfelf and all his works, all 
creatures and things whatever, fee chap. xxxvi. 4. 
and this is another of his wondrous works which 
none but he, whofe knowledge is perfect, and is the 
author and giver of knowledge, can know, even 
the poizing and balancing of the clouds in the air; 
we fee they are balanced, but we know not how it 
is done. 

y. 17. How thy garments are warm, when be 
guieteth the earth by the fouth wind?] One fhould 
think there is no great difficulty in accounting for 
this, that a man’s clothes fhould be warm, and he 
fo hot as not to be able to bear them, but obliged 
to put them off in the fummer feafon, when only 
the fouth wind blows, which brings heat, a ferene 
fky, and fine weather, Luke xii. 55. and yet there 
is fomething in the concourfe of divine providence 
attending thefe natural caufes, and his bleffing with 
them, without which the garment of a man will not 
be warm, or at leaft not warming to him, Haggai 
i. 6. or *¢ how thy garments are warm when the 
<< Jand is ftill from the fouth,’” as Mr Broughton 
renders the words; that is, how itis when the earth 
is {till from the whirlwinds of the fouth; or when 
that wind does not blow which brings heat, but 
northerly winds in the winter time; that then a 
man’s garments fhould be warm, and keep him 
warm, 

y¥. 18. Haft thou with him fpread out the fy? &c.] 
Watt thou concerned with him at the firft fpread- 
ing out of the fky? waft thou an affiftant to him 
in it? did he not fpread it as a curtain or canopy 
about himfelf, without the help of another ? verily 
he did; fee chap. ix. 8. Ifa. xliv. 24. Which is 
frrong , for though it feems a fluid and thin, is very 
firm and ftrong, as appears by what it bears, and 
are contained in it; and therefore is called’ the fir- 
mament of his power, Pfal. cl. r. 
looking-gla/s, clear and tran{fparent, like the look- 
ing-glafies of the women, made of molten brafs, 
Exod. xxxviii. 8. and firm and permanent"; and 


a glafs this is in which the glory.of God, and his | 
divine perfections, is to be feen; and is one of the 


* Apollodorus, 1.1. p.5. - 


And as a molten | 


8 yarnsos Bpayor. Pindar. Nem. Ode 6, 
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wondrous works of God, made for the difplay of 


his own glory, and the benefit of men, P/al. xix.1. 


Or this may refpect the fpreading out a clear ferene _ 


fky, and fmoothing it after it has been covered 
and ruffled with ftorms and tempefts; which is 
fuch a wonderful'- work of God, that man has no 
hand in. 
y¥. 19. Teach us what we fall fay unto bim, &e.] 
To this wonder-working God, of whofe common 
works of nature we know fo little ; how we fhould 
reafon with him about his works of providence, 
when we know fo little of thefe: for we cannot or- 
der our fpeech by reafon of darknefs, by reafon of 
darknefs in themfelves, which is in all men natu- 
rally, and even in the faints in this ftate of imper- 
fe€tion; and by reafon of the clouds and darknefs 
which are about the Lord himfelf, who is incom- 


prehenfible in his nature and perfections; and by 


reafon of the darknefs caft about his providential 


dealings with men, fo that they are unfearchable 


and paft finding out; and the beft of men are at a 
lofs how to order their fpeech, or difcourfe with 
God concerning thefe things. 

¥. 20. Shall it be told bim that I fpeak? &c.] 
And what I fpeak ? there is no need of it, fince he 
is omnifcient and knows every word that is fpoken 
by men; or is any thing I have faid concerning 
him, his ways, and his works, worthy relating, or 
worthy of his hearing, being fo very imperfeét ? 
nor can the things I have fpoken of, though com- 
mon things, be fully explained to any; or fhould 
it be told him, the Lord, that he, Z/ba, had fpoke 
as Fob had done, and arraigned his juftice, and com- 
plained of his dealings? God forbid; he would 
not have it faid they were fpoken by him for all 
the world: or ball it be recorded unto him what I 


[peak ? as Mr Broughton, or that I fpeak ; fhall it 


be recorded in a book, and that fent to God; that 
I, will fpeak in thy caufe, and be an advocate for 


thee, and endeavour to juftify thee, in all thou haft . 


faid? no, by no means. Jf a man fpeak, furely be 


foall be fwallowed up; if he {peaks of the being 


and perfections of God, he is foon loft ; his effénce, 
and many of his attributes, are beyond his compre- 
henfion ; if he fpeaks of his works of nature and 
providence, he is prefently out of his depth; there 
is a bathos, a depth in them he cannot fathom: if 


he {peaks of his love, and grace, and mercy, in the 


falvation of man, he is fwallowed up with admira- 
tion; he is obliged to fay, what manner of love is 
this! it has heights he cannot reach, depths he can-. 
not get to the bottom of, lengths and breadths im- 
mea{urable : or fhould he undertake to difpute with 
God, to litigate a point with him concerning his 
works, he could not anfwer him in one thing of a 
thoufand ; and particularly Exbu fuggefts, was he 
to undertake Yob’s caufe, it would foon be loft and 
all over with him; fo Mr Broughton renders the 
words, would any plead, when he fhould be undone ? 
who would engage in a caufe he is fure would be 
loft, and prove his utter undoing ? 

¥. 21. And now men fee not the bright light which 
is in the clouds, &c.) Here Elibu returns to his 


fubjeét it, may be, occafioned by black clouds ga- - 


thering in the heavens, as a preparation for the 
whirlwind, ftorm and tempeft, out of which the 
Lord is faid to fpeak in the next chapter. And this 
is to be underftood, not of the lightning in the 
cloud, which is not to be feen until it breaks out 


of it; nor the rainbow in the cloud, formed by 


the rays of light from the fun, which difappears 
when the wind pafits and clears the fky i 
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cloud in which it is; nor of the Galaxy, or milky 
“way, as Sephorno, which isnot to be feen in a cloudy 
night ; but of the fun, which is the great light and 
a bright one, and fhines brightly; yet fometimes 
not to be feen by men, becaufe of interpofing clouds, 
until they are cleared away by winds. Though ra- 
ther this refpeéts the fun fhining in its brightnefs, 
and in its full ftrength, in the fkies or ethereal re- 
ions, in a clear day, when men are not able to look 
Fall at it: and how mucn lefs then are they able to 
behold him who is light itfelf? and in whom is no 
darknefg at all, nor fhadow of turning? who dwells 
in light, which no mortal can approach unta; into 
whofe nature and perfeétions none can fully look, 
or behold the fecret {prings of his actions, and the 
reafons of his difpenfations towards men. But the 
wind paffeth and cleanfeth them, the clouds, and 
clears the air of them, which obftruét the light 
of the fun: or when a wind paffeth and cleareth 
it; the air, as Mr Broughton, then the fun fhines 
fo brightly that it dazzles the eye to look at it. 
¥. 22. Fair weather cometh out of the north, &c.} 
Or gold *, which fome underftand literally ; this 
being found in northern climates as well as 
fouthern, as Pliny relates’; particularly in Col- 
chis and Scythia, which lay to the north of Pa- 
lefine and Arabia, and is thought by a learned 
man ”, to be here intended: though to underftand 
it figuratively of the ferenity of the air, bright and 
pure as gold; or of fair weather, which is golden 
weather, as Mr Broughton renders it, ** through the 
* north the golden cometh,”’ feems beft to agree 
with the fubject Elibu is upon 5 and fuch weather 
comes from the north, through the north winds, 
which drive away rain, Prov, xxv. 23, With God 
is terrible mafefty + majefty belongs to him as he is 
King of kings, whofe the kingdom of nature and 
providence is; and he is the governor among and 
over the nations of the world. His throne is pre- 
ared in the heavens; that is his throne, and his 
Bestia ruleth over all: and this majefty of his 
is zerrible, commanding awe and reverence among 
all men, who are his fubjects; and efpecially among 
his faints and peculiar people ; and ftrikes a terror 
to others, even to great perfonages, the kings and 
princes of the earth; to whom the Lord is fome- 
times terrible now, and will be hereafter ; fee P/al. 
Ixxvi. 12. Rev. vi. 15, 16, 17. and to all chrift- 
lefs finners, efpecially when he comes to judg- 
ment; fee J/ai. ii. 19. 2 Cor. v.11, Or terrible 
praife*, for God is fearful in praifes, Exod. xv. 
14. which may refpect the fubject of praife, ter- 
rible things, and the manner of praifing him with 
fear and reverence, P/al. cvi. 22. and il. 11. 
¥. 23. Touching the Almighty, &c.} Or with re- 
fpeé&t to God, who is almighty; with whom no- 
thing is impoffible; who can do and does do all 
things he pleafes, and more than we can afk or 
think ; and who is all-fufficient, as this word is by 
fome rendered; has enough of every thing in him- 
felf and of himfelf to make him happy; and needs 
not any of his creatures, nor any thing they can 
do or give him, but has a fufficiency for himfelf 
and them. We cannot find him out ; found he may 
be in his works, and efpecially in his Son, the ex- 
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prefs image of his perfon; in whom he makes him- 
felf known as the God of grace: but he is not to 
be found out to perfection; neither by the light of 
nature, which is very dim, and by which men 
grope after him, if haply they may find him ; 
nor even by the light of grace in the prefent ftate: 
and there are many things in God quite out of the 
reach of man, and ever will be, fully to compre- 
hend ; as the modes of the fubfiftence of the three 
perfons in the godhead; the eternity and immen- 
fity of God; with all fecret things, which belong 
not to us to inquire curioufly into. He is excel- 
lent in power; or great and much in it; which is 
difplayed in the works of creation and fuftentation 
of the world; in the redemption and converfion of 
his people; in the fupport, proteétion, and pre- 
fervation of them; and in. the deftruction of his 
and theirenemies. And in judgment; in the go- 
vernment of the world in fo righteous a manner ; in 
the judgments he executes on wicked men ; and 
as he will appear to be in the general judgment of 
the world, at the great day, which will be a righ- 
teous one, And in plenty of juftice ; being moft 
juft, righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works ; diftributing juftice to all, ating accord- 
ing to the rules of it, in all things and towards all 
perfons; fo that though he is great in power, he 
does not abufe that power, to do things that are 
not juft. He wall not afi 5 without a juft caufe 
and reafon for it; nor willingly, but with réluce 
tance; nor never beyond deferts, nor more than 
he gives ftrength to bear; and only for the good 
of his people, and in love to them. — Some render 
it, be will not anfwer®; or give an account of 
his matters, or the reafon of his dealings with ~ 
men. 

¥.24. Men do therefore fear bim, &c.| Or fhould, 
becaufe of his greatnefs in power, judgment and 
juftice ; and becaufe of his goodnefs, in not af- 
flicting for his pleafure’s fake, but for the profit of 
men; and therefore they fhould reverence and 
adore him, fubmit to his will, patiently bear af- 
fictions, ferve him internally and externally, with 
reverence and godly fear. He refpecteth not any 
that are wife of beart; that are wife in a natural 
fenfe: thefe are not always regarded by God, or 
are his favourites ; neither temporal bleffings, nor 
fpecial grace, or the knowledge of {piritual things, 
are always given to the wife and prudent, Ecclef. 
ix. 11. Matt. xi. 25. Or that are wife in their 
own conceit; there is a wo to fuch; and there is 
more hope of a fool than of them, J/ai. v. 21. 
Prov. xxvi. 12, Or he is not afraid of them‘, as 
fome choofe to render the word; he fears not to 
reprove them, and correct them for their faults, or 
the fchemes they form to counterwork him; for 
he can take them in their craftinefs, and carry 
their counfel headlong. Or every wi/é in heart fall 
not fee bim*: the world by wifdom knows him 
not; nor can any look into his heart, his thoughts, 
purpofes and defigns, and into the caufes and rea- 
fons of his actions ; nor have thofe that are truly 
wife perfect vifion and knowledge of him now, 
i Cor, xiii. g, 12. 
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CHAP. 


N this chapter the Lord takes up the contro- 

verfy with fob; calls upon him to prepare to 
engage with him in it, and demands an anfwer to 
pofing queftions he puts to him, concerning the 
earth and the fabric of it, y.1—7. Concerning 
the fea, compared to an infant in embryo, at its 
birth, in its fwadling bands and cradle, y. 8——11. 
Concerning the morning-light, its fpread and in- 
fluence, ¥. 12—15. Concerning the fprings of the 
fea, the dark parts of the earth, the place both of 
light and darknefs, y. 16—21. Concerning the 
various meteors, fnow, hail, rain, thunder, light- 
ning, and the influences of the ftars, ¥, 22—38. 
and concerning provifion for lions and ravens, 


¥- 39s 40> 41. 


y. 1. Then the Lord anfwered Fob out of the 
whirlwind, &c.}] As foon as Elibu had done {peak- 
ing, who faw the tempeft rifing, and gave hints of 
it, chap. xxxvii. 2, 14. and haftened to finifh his 
difcourfe. This was raifed to give notice of the 
Lord being about to appear, and to difplay his ma- 
jefty, and to command reverence and attentiqn. 
The Targum calls it the whirlwind of diftrefs, as it 
might be to 7b; and a reprefentation of the dif- 
trefied and difturbed ftate and condition in which 
he was. The perfon that fpoke out of it is Febo- 
vab the Son of God, the eternal Word, who very 
probably appeared in an human form ; for there 
was an object feen, chap, xlii. 5. and fpoke with 
an articulate voice to fob. And faid, in anfwer to 
‘his frequent wifhes and defires, that the Lord would 
appear and take his caufe in hand. 

y.2. Who is this, &c.] Meaning not Elihu the 
laft fpeaker, as fome think; and there are fome 
who fuppofe not only that thefe words are directed 
to him, but all that is faid in this and the follow- 
ing chapter: but it was 7ob the Lord fpoke to and 
anfwered, as expreffed in the preceding verfe ; and 
thefe words are taken by 7ob to himfelf, chap. xlii. 
3. Concerning whom the Lord inquires, not as ig- 
norant of him, who he was; but wondring that 
fuch a man as he fhould talk as he did; and as 
angry with him, and rebuking him for it. That 
darkneth counfel by words without knowledge; either 
his own counfel, his fenfe and fentiments of things, 
which were delivered in fuch an obfcure manner, 
as not to be intelligible by thofe that heard them ; 
whereby they were led, as Yob’s friends were, into 
fome miftaken notions of him: or rather the coun- 
fel of God, his works of providence, which are 
done according to the counfel of his will, and were 
mifreprefented by ob, as not being wife and good, 
juft and equitable; fee chap. xxxiv. 35, 37- 

y. 3. Gird up now thy loins like a man, &c.| 
Like a man of valour that girds on his harnefs for 
battle: ¥ob is bid to prepare for the controverfy the 
Lord was entring into with him ; and bring forth 
his {trong reafons, and moft powerful arguments in 
his own defence. The allufion is to the cuftom in 
the eaftern countries, where they wore long gar- 
ments, to gird them about their loins, when the 
engaged in work or war. ob had bluftered what 
he would do, and now he is dared to it; fee chap. 
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XXiii. 4, 5, 6. and xxxi. 37. For I will demand 
of thee, and anfwer thou me; put queftions to him, 
to which he required a direct and pofitive anfwer. 
Febovah takes the part of the opponent in this dif= 
pute, and gives that of the refpondent to Job; fince 
fob himfelf had put it to his option which to take, 
chap. xill. 22. 
¥. 4. Where waft thou when I laid the foundations 
of the earth ? &c.| The earth has foundations, and 
fuch firm ones that it cannot be mcved; but what 
are they, fince it is hung in the air on nothing! 
No other than the power and will of God, who 
laid thefe foundations, and the Son of God, who has 
created and upholds all things by the word of his 
power, Heb. i. 3, 10. Where was ‘Fob then? Ina 
{tate of nothingnefs, a mere non-entity: he was 
not prefent when this amazing work of nature was 
done, and faw not how the Lord went about it; 
and yet takes upon him to dive into the fecret 
works and ways of providence, for which he is re- 
buked by this queftion and the following. Declare, 
if thou baft underfianding : ‘Fob had the underftand- 
ing of a man in things natural and civil, and of a 
good man in things {piritual and divine; but he 
had no underftanding of this, of what he is quef- 
tioned about ; could not declare in what place he 
was, and where he ftood, when the earth was 
founded. 
¥. 5. Who hath laid the meafures thereof, if thou 
knoweft ? &c.] Did God or acreature? The Lord, 
no doubt. He laid them out in his divine mind, 
and Jaid them forth by his divine power ;:who does 
all things by weight and meafure. He fixed the 
dimenfions of the earth, how long, how thick, and 
how broad it fhould be; he fettled the borders and 
boundaries of it. ‘This ob might know that the 
Lord did; but how he laid them, and what they 
are that are laid, he knew not. Mathematicians 
pretend to give us the circumference and diameter 
of the earth ; but in their accounts are not agreed, 
but widely differ; which fhows they are at no cer- 
tainty about them‘; and od and the men of his 
age might be {till lefs knowing: though the words 
may be rendered, for thou knoweft‘; furely fuch a 
knowing man as thou art, muft needs know this; 
and fo are a fevere farcafm upon him. Or who hath 
Stretched the line upon it? The meafuring line be- 
ing formed according to rule, with exaét fymme- 
try and proportion, This may be the fame with 
the circle of the earth, and the compafs fet upon 
the face of the deep or terraqueous globe, Prov. 
viii. 27. J/ai,xl.22. And with the fame exaétnefs 
and juft proportion are the ways and works of pro- 
vidence, which 7ob ought to have acquiefced in, as 
being well and wifely done, 
y¥.6. Whereupon are the foundations thereof faf- 
tened? &c.] Or the pillars of it, as Ben Gerfom 
interprets it; fee P/fal. lxxv. 3. and which ben 
Ezra underftands of the mountains: but be they 
what they may; on what can they be faftened or 
funk into, when the earth hangs on nothing, and 
there is nothing vifible to fupport it, nothing but 
the mighty hand of God? Or who laid the corner= _ 
Jtone thereof 2 which unites, cements, and py 
t 
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the fabric together, and is the ornament and beauty 
of it; but who can tell what that is? ben Ezra 
interprets it of the point or centre of the earth. 

¥.7. When the morning-Sars fang together, &c.] 
Either all the ftars in a literal fenfe; for though, 
ftri€tly {peaking, there is but one morning-ftar, yet 
all may be called fo, becaufe early created in the 
morning of the world; and are all ftars of light, 
fhine till the morning; and it is obferved by fome, 
that the nearer the morning the brighter they fhine : 
and thefe in their. way fing the -praifes of God, and 
fet forth the glory of his perfections, and occafion 
fongs of praife in men; fee Pfal, cxlviii, 3. and 
xix, 1. Or figuratively, either angels, as moft in- 
terpret them, comparable to ftars for their glory, 
purity and light, for their conftancy, permanency 
and numbers: or good men, particularly minifters 
of the word, and angels of the churches ; who are 
ftars in Chrift’s right hand, Rev. i. 20. and ii. 1. 
but the principal morning-ftar is Chrift himfelf, 
Rev. xxii. 16. And all the fons of God fhouted for 
joy; which are ufually underftood of angels alfo, 
fo the Jargum who are the fons of God, not by 
birth, as Chrift, nor by adoption, as faints; but by 
creation, as 4dam, Luke iii. 38. And becaufe they 
bear fome likenefs to God, as holy fpirits, and ho- 
nour and obey him in doing his will; though the 
character of fons of God, as diftinét from the chil- 
dren of men, given to profeffors of religion, ob- 
tained before the times of Fob; fee Gen, vi. 2. and 
who might be faid to fing together, and fhout for 
joy, when they met for iocial worfhip ; fee chap. 
i. 6, and efpecially when any frefh difcoveries were 
made to them of the Meffiah, and falvation by 
him. Thus Abraham, one of thefe fans of God, 
faw Chrift’s day and was glad, and fhouted for 
joy, Jobn viii, 56, For thefe words are not ne- 
cefiarily to be reftrained to the laying of the foun- 
dation and corner-{tone of the earth, as our verfion 
directs ; though indeed the angels then might be 
prefent, being created as foon as the heavens were, 
and with the ftars, as Capel/us on this place ob- 
ferves ; and rejoiced when the foundations of the 
earth were laid, on beholding fuch a difplay of the 
power, wifdom and goodnefs of God therein ; and 
which may be faid of them, in allufion to what is 
done at the laying of the foundation of any build- 
ing of note; fee Ezra iji. 10, for it may be re- 
peated from y. 4. where wajt thou when the morn- 
ing-ftars, &c. and fo may refer to any rejoicing, 
whether of angels or men, before the times of 70d, 
at which he was not prefent, 

y. 8. Or who jut up the fea with doors, &c.] 
From the earth the tranfition is to the fea, accord- 
ing to the order of the creation; and this refers not 
to the ftate and cafe of the fea as at the flood, of 
which fome interpret it, but as at its firft creation; 
and it is throughout this account reprefented as an 
infant, and here firft as in embryo, fhut up in the 
bowels of the earth, where it was when firft created 
with it, as an infant fhut up in its mother’s womb, 
and with the doors of it; fee chap. iii. 10. the bow- 
els of the earth being the ftorehoufes where God 
firft laid up the deep waters, P/a/m xxxiii, 7. and 
when the chaos, the mis-fhapen earth, was like a wo- 
man big with child. When it brake forth out of 
the abyis, as the Targum, with force and violence, 
as Pharez broke-out of his mother’s womb; for 
which reafon he had his name given, which figni- 
fies a breach, Gen. xxxviii. 29. fo it follows, as if 
it bad iffued out of the womb, as a child out of its 
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mother’s womb ; fo the fea burft forth and iffued 
out of the bowels of the earth, and covered it al] 
around, as in P/al. civ. 6. and now it was that the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters, 
before they were drained off the earth ; this was 
the firft open vifible production of the fea, and may 
be called the birth of it; fee Gen. i. 2, Something 
like this the heathen philofopher Archelaus had a 
notion of, who fays®, the fea was fhut up in hol- 
low places, and was as it were ftrained through the 
earth, 

¥. 9. When I made the cloud the garment thereof, 
&c.] For this new-born babe, the fea. And thick 
darkne/s a fwaddling band for it; which was the 
cafe of the fea when it burft out of the bowels of 
the earth and covered it, for then darknefs was up- 
on the face of the deep, a dark, foggy, mifty air, 
Gen. i. 2. and this was before its feparation from 
the land, and in this order it ftands in this account; 
though fince, clouds, fags, and mifts, which rife 
out of the fea, are as garments to it, and cover it 
at times, and the furrounding atmofphere, as it 
preiies the whole terraqueous globe, and keeps the 
parts of the earth together, fo the waters of the fea 
from fpilling out ; and thefe are the garments and 
the {waddling bands with which the hands and arms 
of this big and boifterous creature are wreathed ; 
it is faid of the infant in Ezek. xvi. 4, that it was 
neither falted nor /waddled at all; but both may be 
faid of the fea; that it is falted is fuficiently known, 
and that it is fwaddled is here afirmed ; but wha 
except the Lord almighty could do this? and who 
has managed, and {till does and can manage this 
unruly creature as eafily as a nurfe can turn abong 
and {waddle a new born babe upon her Jap. 

y. 10. Aud brake up for it my decreed place, 8c. | 
Or as Mr Broughton tranflates it, and brake the 
earth for it by my decree; made a vaft chafm in the 
earth to hold the waters of the fea, which was pro- 
vided as a fort of cradle to put this {waddled infant 
in; God cleaved the earth, raifed the hills and funk 
the valleys, which became as channels to convey 
the waters that ran off the earth to their appointed 
place, which is beautifully expreffed in P/alm civ. 
7,8. and refers there, as here, to the work of crea- 
tion on the fecond day, Gen.i.g, 10." And Set 
bars and doors; to keep it in its decreed, appointed 
place, that the waters might not go over the earth ; 
thefe are the fhores, as the Zargum, the cliffs and 
rocks upon them, the boundaries of the fea; to 
which may be added, and what is amazing, the 
fand upon the fea-fhore is fuch a boundary to it 
that it cannot pafs, Fer. v. 22. but thefe would be 
infufficient was it not for the power and will of 
God next exprefled. 

y. 11. And faid, Hitherto fhalt thou come, but no 
further, &c.] The waters of the fea fhall fpread 
themfelves to fuch and fuch fhores, and wafh them, 
but go no further ; its rolling tides fhall go up fo 
far in rivers that go out of it, and then return, 
keeping exactly to time and place; this is faid by 
Jehovah, the Word of God, and through his al- 
mighty power is attended to, Aud here shall thy 
proud waves be flayed; fo high and no higher fhal! 
they lift up themfelves ; fo far and no further fhall 
they roll on, than to the boundaries fixed for them ; 
and though they may tofs up themfelves as proud 
men tofs up their heads, for which reafon pride is 
afcribed to them, yet they fhall not prevail, Fer. v, 
22. all this may be accommodated to the afflictions 
of God’s people, which are fometimes compared to 
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the waves and billows of the fea, P/al. xlii. 7. and 
ixxxviii. 7. and thefe iffue out of the womb of 
God’s purpofes and decrees, and are not the effects 
of chance; they are many, and threaten to over- 
whelm, but God is with his people in them, and 
preferves them from being overflowed by them; 
he has fet the bounds and meafures of them, be- 
yond which they cannot go; fee J/a. xxvii. 8. and 
xliii. 2. and alfo to the world, and to the men of 
it, who are like a troubled fea, Dan. vii. 2,3. Ifa. 
Ivii. 20. and who rife, and fwell, and dafh againft 
the people of God, being feparated from them who 
were originally mixed with them; but the Lord re- 
ftrains their wrath and fury, and fuffers them not 
to do his people any hurt ; whom he has placed in 
the munition of rocks out of their reach, that thofe 
proud waters cannot go over them as they threaten 
to do; fee Pfa!. Ixxvi. 10. and cxxiv. =O: 

y. 12. Haft thou commanded the morning fince thy 
days? &c.] Fob had lived to fee many a morning, 
but it never was in his power to command one ; 
he had been in fuch circumftances as to wifh for 
morning-light before it was, but was obliged to 
wait for it, could not haften it, or caufe it to {pring 
before its time; fee chap. vii. 3, 4. one of the Zar- 
guims is, ** waft thou in the days of the firft crea- 
“¢ tion, and commandedft the morning to be ?”’ he 
was not, God was; he was before the firft morn- 
ing, and commanded it into being, Gem. 1. 3, 4, 5. 
Ifa. xiii. 13. And caused the day-fpring to know 
his place ; the firft {pring of light or dawn of day ; 
which though it has a different place every day in 
the year, as the fun afcends or defcends in the figns 
of the zodiac, yet it knows and obferves its exaét 
place, being taught of God. 

¥. 13. That it might take hold of the ends of the 
ear(b, &cc.| As when the morning light fprings 
forth, it quickly does, reaching in a fhort time the 
extreme part of the hemifphere ; which, and what 
goes before, may be applied to the light of the gof- 
pel, and the direétion of that under divine provi- 
dence in the feveral parts of the world, and unto 
the ends of it; fee Pfal. xix. 4, 5,6. Rom. x. 18. 
That the wicked might be foaken out of it; the earth, 
by means of the light; which may be underftood 
either of wicked men who have been all night up- 
on works of darknefs, and betake themfelves on the 
approach of light to private lurking places, like 
beafts of prey, fo that the earth feems to be, as it 
were, clear of them; or of their being taken up in 
the morning for deeds done inthe night, and brought 
to juftice, which ufed to be exercifed in mornings, 
Fer. xxi. 12. P/glm ci. 8. and fo the earth rid of 
them: thus wicked men fhun the light of the gof- 
pel, and are condemned by it; and in the latter day- 
light and glory they will ceafe from the earth; fee 
Fobn iii. 19, 20. P/al. x. 16. and civ. 35. 

y. 14. Lt is turned as clay to the feal, &c.] As 
the clay receives a different form by the imprefs of 
the feal upon it, fo the earth appears in a different 
manner by the fpring of morning-light upon it; 
in the darknefs of the night nothing of its form and 
beauty is to be feen; itis a mere éobu and bobu, like 
the chaos, Gem. i. 2. its rifing hills, and {preading 
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dales, and beautiful landfkips, cannot be obferved. 
with pleafure; but when the light breaks forth in 
the morning, it is feen in all its beauty and glory : 
of the change the light of the gofpel makes in men, 
fee 2 Cor. iii. 18. And they fiand as a garment; or 
things ftand upon it as a garment, as Mr Brough- 
ton renders the words ; herbs, plants and trees, un- 
feen in the night, ftand up like a vefture to the earth 
in the morning light ; and as they are clothed them- 
felves, they are a garment to that which now puts 
on another and beautiful habit; the paftures are 
clothed with flocks, and the valleys covered with 
corn, and the whole earth with light itfelf, as with 
a garment: and as beautifully do men made light 
in the Lord appear; fee J/a. Ixi. 10. Rev. iil. 4, 5. 
and xii. 1. 

y¥. 15. And from the wicked their light ts with- 
holden, &c.| Whofe light is darknefs, and whofe 
day is the night, of which they are deprived when 
the morning-light breaks forth; fee chap. xxiv. 17. 
it may be figuratively underftood of the light of 
profperity being removed from them, or the light 
of life, when they fhall be fent into utter darknefs. 
And the high arm foall be broken, their power 
weakned and made ulelefs; even the power of 
fuch wicked men who have had a large fhare of it, 
and have ufed it in a tyrannical manner; and efpe- 
cially this will be their cafe at death; fee J/a. xiv. 
IO, 12. 

¥.16. Haft thou entred into the [prings of the fea? 
&c.} The fubterraneous paffages through which 
the waters flow into the fea and fupply it; or the 
fprings and fountains that rife up at the bottom of 
it'; and fome tell us of fprings of fweet water that 
rife there, even though the water at the bottom of 
the fea is falter than on the furface*: fome render 
it the drops of the fea‘; haft thou confidered them 
and counted them? art thou able to do it? no: 
others the perplewities of it", fo the Targum, the 
word being ufed in this fenfe Exod. xiv. 3. the 
thickets of it; fome fpeak of woods and forefts in 
it, fee note on Exod. x. 1g. others rocks and fhelves", 
and others the borders of it°®; and the fenfe then is, 
haft thou entred into and travelled through the 
main ocean, obferved the forefts in it, the fhelving 
rocks and fandy mountains in it, and gone to the 
utmoft borders of it? Or haft thou walked in the 
Jearch of the depth? to find out the deepeft place 
of it, where no founding line can reach; or walked 
in queft of the curiofities of it, animals, plants and 
minerals, unknown to men; or of the riches that 
lie at the bottom of it, for which now the diving: bell 
is ufed, but not invented and known in the times 
of Fob; and if %ob had not done and could not do 
all this, how fhould he be able to enter into the 
fecret fprings of providence, or trace the ways of 
God, whofe way is in the fea, and whofe paths are 
in the great waters, and his footfteps not known, 
Pfal, \xxvii, 19. Rom, Xi. 33. : 

¥.17. Have the gates of death been opened unto 
thee ? &c.| Meaning not by which death has en- 
tered into the world, and which have been the 
caufes and occafion of it; as the fin of man, the 
appointment of God, and various providences, ca- 

~ lamities 


* According to Dr Plot, the principal fountains have their origin, and are fupplied with water through fubterraneous paflages 
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though the greateft depth of the fea is faid by Fabianus, (apud Plin, Nat. Hift. 1. 2. c. 102.) to be fifteen —_. or near two 
‘B 


miles; this muft be underftood of that part of it which is fathomable and nearer land, But fuch as thofe, calle 


athea Ponti, 


the depths of the Pontus, and are almoft 300 furlongs from the continent, they are faid, (Plin. ib.) to be of an immenfe 
depth, and the bottom not to be found. And if the Sardinian fea, the A ae in the Mediterranean, (Ariftot. Meteorolog. 1, z. 
¢- 1.) is 1000 orgies or fathoms deep, (Pofidonius apud Strabo. Geograph, |, 1. p. 37.) that is, one mile and a fifth; what mail 
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lamities and difeafes ; but by which men enter into 
the ftate of the dead. Men know not experimen- 
tally what death is, nor in what way they fhall go 
out of the world, nor at what time, nor in what 
place ; they know not what the ftate of the dead is, 
there is no correfpondence between them and the 
living; they do not know either what they enjoy or 
endure, or who precifely and with certainty are in 
the feparate abodes of blifs or mifery ; the gates of 
thefe dark and invifible regions to us have never 
been thrown open, for mortals to look into them. 
Or baft thou feen the doors of the foadow of death ? 
the fame thing in other words; the Zargum and 
Farchi interpret this of hell. 
_ yy. 18. Haft thou perceived the breadth of the 
earth ? &c.] Which may be put for all the di- 
menfions of it, length, breadth, diameter and cir- 
cumference, but efpecially it regards the fuperficies 
of it, and the meafurement of that; haft thou gone 
over the whole face of the earth and meafured it, 
all its parts, its hills and dales, rocks and moun- 
tains, and took a furvey of all the cities, towns and 
villages, woods, forefts, fountains, rivers, fc. ? no; 
if a man lived as long as Methu/élah, and fpent all 
his days in this way, he could never be able to do 
it; and fome parts are inacceffible, and not to be 
meafured by the moft fkilful geometer. Declare, 
if thou knoweft it all, the whole earth and every 
part of it, afd all that is in it. Whether the other 
hemifphere and the antipodes were known in 7ob’s 
time is a queftion; however not America, or the 
new world, which is a late difcovery;#and even 
now, in our moft exact maps of the world, fome 
parts are marked with terra incoguita, the unknown 
Jand. 

y. 19. Where is the way where light dwelleth ? 
&c.] Or the way to the place where it dwells, 
and what that is. And as for darknefs, where is 
the place thereof 2 where thefe were placed when 
they were firft feparated at the creation? where 
light goes and dwells, when it departs from us at 
fun-fetting ? and where the darknefs betakes itfelf, 
and makes its abode at fun-rifing? What is the 
chamber of the fun, and the tabernacle of it ? from 
whence it fets out, and whither it returns? And 
though thefe queftions may be anfwered by geo- 
graphers and aftronomers in their way; yet they 
feem to refpeét chiefly the difpofal of light and 
darknefs, in fuch a manner as to caufe the revolu- 
tion of them, and the inequality of days and nights 
in different feafons and climates; and which is not 
in the power of men to effect, but depends on the 
fovereign will of God. 

¥. 20. That thou fhouldft take it to the bound 
thereof? &c.] Either darknefs; or rather the light; 
take it as it were by the hand, and guide and di- 
rect its courfe to its utmoft bound. This only the 
Lord can do and does : he has fet a tabernacle for 
the fun, which goes forth at his command as a 
ftrong man to runa race; whofe going forth is 
from the end of the heavens, and his circuit unto 
the ends of it: in which his courfe is fo fteered and 
directed by the Lord, that he never miffes his way 
or errs from it; but keeps his path exactly, as well 
as knows its rifing and fetting, its utmoft bounds. 
And that thou foouldft know the paths to the houfe 
thereof 2 from whence it fets out, and whither it 
returns; fee P/al. xix. 4, 5, 6. And fo the light 
and darknefs of profperity and adverfity, as well as 
natural jight and darknefs, are of God, at his dif- 
pofal, and bounded by him, and therefore his will 


* Geograph, 1. 11. p- 363. 
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fhould be fubmitted to; which is the doétrine the 
Lord would teach 7od by all this. 

¥. 21. Knowest thou it, becaufe thou wast then 
born? &c.] When light and darknefs were firft 
feparated, and had their feveral apartments affigned 
them ; their laws and rules given them, and their 
bounds and limits fet them ? No; he was not: 
and had he been the firft man, could not have 
been early enough to have been prefent at the do- 
ing of this, and fo come at the knowledge thereof; 
fince man was not made until the fixth day of the 
creation, Or becaufe the number of thy days is 
great? reach to the beginning of time, and fo as 
old as the creation, This was not the cafe. Some 
underftand thefe words ironically ; thou knowes 
the places and bounds of light and darknefs, fince 
thou art a very old man, born as foon as the world 
was. Whereas he was of yefterday, and knew no- 
thing ; which to convince him of, is the defign of 
this biting, cutting expreffion. “The Targum is, 
*¢ Didft thou know then that thou fhouldft be born, 
‘¢ and the number of thy days many?” No, 70d 
did not know when he was born, nor of. whom, 
and in what circumftances, but by the relation of 
others; and much lefs could he know before he 
was born, that he fhould be, or how long he fhould 
live in the world: but God knows all this before- 
hand; when men fhall come into the world, at what 
period and of what parents, and how long they fhall 
continue in it. 

¥. 22. Haft thou entred into the treafures of the 
fnow ? or haft thou feen the treafures of the bail ?)} 
The vapours raifed, atid clouds formed in the at- 
mofphere, which is the ftorehoufe of thofe me- 
teors; and may be called treafures, becaufe hidden 
in the clouds, and not feen by man until the fall of 
them ; and becaufe they are in the keeping, and-at 
the command and direétion of the Lord the pro- 
ptietor of them ; and becaufe rich and inriching, e- 
{pecially fhow, which falling keeps the earth warm, 
and makes it fruitful ; and becaufe of the abund- 
ance thereof which fometimes falls. Now we are 
not to imagine, that the Lord has ftores of thefe 
laid up in heaps, in times paft for time to come ; 
but that he can and does as eafily and as foon 
produce them when he pleafes, as one that has 
treafures laid up can bring them forth at once. 

¥. 23. Which I have referved againft the time of 
trouble, &c.} For the punifhment or affliction of 
men; and is explained as follows, again? the day 
of battle and war? as his artillery and ammuni- 
tion to fight his enemies with. Of hail we have 
inftances in fcripture, as employed againft the £- 
gyptians and Canaanites, Exod. ix, 25. Joth. x. 11. 
and of a referve of it in the purpofes of God, and 
in prophecy againft the day of battle with anti- 
chrift, Rev. xvi. 21. and fo Yarchi interprets it 
here of the war of Goc and Macoc. And though 
there are no inftances of {now being ufed in this 
way in fcripture, yet there is in hiftory. Strabo * 
reports, that at Corzena and Camby/ena, which join 
to mount Caucafus, fuch {nows have fallen, that 
whole companies of men have been {wallowed up 
in them 3 and even armies have been overwhelmed 
with them, as the army of the Gawls*; and fuch 
quantities have been thrown ‘down from moun- 
tains, on which they have been lodged, that towns, 
towers, and villages have been laid proftrate by 
them"; and in the year 443, a vaft {now deftroyed 
many ”. Frequently do we hear in our parts of the 


difafters occafioned by them. The Zargum parti- 
cularly 


® Olaus Magn, de Ritu Gent. Septent, 1, 2, 
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cularly makes mention of fnow; and renders it, 
which [now I have referved, &c. though abfurdly 
applies it to punifhment in hell. 

v.24. By what way is the light parted, &c.| 
That is, doft thou know by what way it is parted 
or divided? As at the firft creation, when God di- 
vided the light from darknefs, Gen. i. 4. or at fun- 
rifing and fun-fetting ; and fo in the two hemi- 
fpheres, when there is darknefs on the one, and 
licht on the other; or under the two poles, when 
there are interchangeably fix months light and fix 
months darknefs. Or how it is parted in an un- 
equal diftribution of day and night, at different fea- 
fons and in different climates ; or how on one and 
the fame day, and at the fame time, the fun fhall 
fhine in one part of the earth, and not another ; 
and more efpecially if this had been now a fact, 
and known, that there fhould be darknefs all over 
the land of Egypt, and light in Ga/ben, Some un- 


derftand this of lightning, but that is after men-’ 


tioned. Which /cattereth the eaft wind upon the 
earth? that rifing fometimes with the fun, or farft 
{pring of light; fee Fonah iv. 8. or which light 
fpreads and diffules itfelf from the eat, as it may 
be rendered. The fun rifes in the eaft, and ina 
very quick and furprifing manner fpreads and dif- 
fufes its light throughout the hemifphere. Or this 
may refpect the eaft wind itfelf, which fcatters.the 
clouds; and either fpreads them in the heavens 
over the earth, or difperfes them and drives away 
rain *, as the north wind does: or as Mr Broughton 
renders the words, and the eaft wind fcattereth it- 
Self over the earth, it blowing invifibly and without 
our knowledge, goes and returns as other winds 
do, Fobx iii. 8. 

y¥. 25. Who hath divided a water-courfe for the 
overflowing of waters? &c.) For a very large 
fhower of rain, as the Vulgate Latin verfion: for 
this is not to be underftood of an aquzduct, chan- 
nel, or canal made on earth, either for the drain- 
ing of waters off of land overflowed thereby, or 
for the conveyance of it to different parts to over- 
flow it; fuch as were cut out of the Nile in Egypt, 
for the overflowing of the land, to make it fruit- 
ful ; fuch may be and have been made by men: 
but of a water-courfe in the air or atmofphere, as 
a canal or channel, for the rain to come down up- 
on the earth; and this is the work of God, and 
him only, who directs and fteers the courfe of 
rain, that it falls regularly and gently, not in 
fpouts and floods, but in drops larger or leffer ; 
on what {pot of ground, or part ef the earth, he 
pleafes: and if what Farchi fays is true, that every 
drop has its courfe, its canal, through which it 
paffes, ic is ftill more wonderful. Or a way for 
the lightning of thunder ; which generally go to- 
gether, and are of God. His fire and voice, and 
for which he makes a way, by which they burft 
and break forth out of the cloud, and their courfe 
is dire€ted by him under the whole heavens; fee 
chap. xxviii. 26. and xxxvii. 3. So the gofpel, 
compared to rain and lightning, has its direétion 
and its courfe fteered to what part of the world he 
pleafes; fee P/al. xix. 4. Aéfs xiii. 46, 47. and-xvi, 
¥, 7, 8, 9, 10. 

¥. 26. To caufe it to rain on the earth, where no 
man is; on the wilderne/s, wherein there is no man?] 
W hich is uninhabited by men, being fo dry and bar- 
ren; where there is no man to cultivate and water 


* Agente nimbos ocyor euro. Horat. Carmin. |. 2. ode 16. 
tica, five I. 1. p. 60. 


is the offspring of the air and of the moon; but thefe can only at moft be reckoned 
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Fe Oe 


Ch.xxxvit 


it, as gardens are; and where is no man to receive 
any advantage by the rain that comes upon its 
and yet the Lord fends it for the ufe of animals 
that dwell there ; which fhews his care and provi- 
dence with refpeé& even to the wild beafts of the 
earth. This may be an emblem of the rain of the 
gofpel upon the Gentile world, comparable to a 
wildernefs ; fee J/a, xxxv. 1. ‘Bea 

y. 27. To fatisfy the defolate and wafte ground, 
&c.] Which is exceeding defolate, and therefore 
two fuch words are ufed to exprefs it; which is fo 
dry and thirfty that it is one of the four things that 
fay not it is enough, Prov. xxx. 16. and yet God 
can and does give it rain to its full fatisfaction, 
Pfal. civ. 13. fo the Lord fatisfies fouls, compara- 
ble to dry and thirfty ground, by his word and or- 
dinances, with the goodnefs and fatnefs of his 
houfe ; fee P/falm Ixiii. 1—5. and Ixv. 4, And to 
caufe the bud of the tender herb to {pring forth; 
grafs for the cattle, and herb for the fervice of 
men, P/alm civ. 14. of like ufe is the word ina 
fpiritual fenfe for the budding and increafe of the 
graces of the fpirit in the Lord’s people; fee Deut. 
Xxxil. 2. J/a. lv. 10, 11. 

y¥. 28. Hath the rain a father ? &c] None but 
God; herice the heathen themfelves call God yefioe”, 
and euBpros*; fee Fer. Xiv. 22. he that is our fa- 
ther in heaven is the father of rain, and him only; 
whatever fecondary caufes there be, God only is 
the efficient caufe, parent, and producer of it: fa 
the gofpel is not of men but of God, is a gift of 
his, comes down from heaven, tarries not for men, 
and is a great bleffing, as rainis. Or who hath 
begotten the drops of the dew ? which are innumera- 
ble; he that is the parent of the rain is of the dew 
alfo, and he only*; to which fometimes not only 
the word of God, and his free favour and good- 
will, but the people of God themfelves are com- 
pared for their number, influence, and ufe; fee 
Pfal. cx. 3. Mic. vs 7. and their new birth is fi- 
milar to the generation of dew, it being not of the 
will of man, but of God, according to his abun- 
dant mercy, free favour, and good-will, is from 
above, from heaven, and is effected filently, fecretly, 
fuddenly, at an unawares; Yobu i. 13. and iti, 

> 5» 8. : 

: ¥. 29. Out of whofe womb came the ice, &c.| The 
parent of the rain and dew is the parent of the ice 
alfo, and he only ; it is therefore called bis ice, his 
child, his offspring, P/alm cxlvii. 17. Here the 
Lord is reprefented as a mother, and fo he is by 
Orpheus” called metropator, or mother-father. And 
the hoary froft of heaven, who hath gendered it 2 
this is of God, and by his breath; fee chap. Xxxvii. 
10. 

¥. 30. The waters are bid as with a ftone, &c.] 
The fuperficies of waters by froft become as hard as 
a {tone, and will bear great burdens, and admit of 
carriages to pafs over them ‘, where fhips went be- 
fore ; fo that the waters under them are hid and 
quite out of fight; an emblem of the hard heart 
of man, which can only be thawed by the power 
and grace of God, by the fouthwind of the Spirit 


e 


blowing, and the fun of righteoufnefs rifing on it. 


And the face of the deep is frozen; or bound together 
by the froft, as the Targum ; it is taken, laid hold 
on, and kept together, as the word fignifies, fo that 
it cannot flow. Hiftorians fpeak of eas being fro- 
zen up, as fome parts of the Scythian fea, reported 
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by Mela*, and the Cimmerian Bofphorus, by He- 
rodotus*, and the northern feas by Olaus Magnus‘; 
as that men might travel over them on foot or 
on horfeback, trom one coyntry to another; and 
Strabo relates*, that where a fea-fight has been in 
the fummer time, armies and hofts have met and 
fought in the winter. In Mufcovy the ice is to fix 
and ten feet deep"; in the year 401 the Euxine 
fea‘ was frozen over for the fpace of twenty days; 
and in the year 763 the feas at Conftantinople were 
frozen one hundred miles trom the fhore, fo thick 
as to bear the heavieft carriages *. 

y¥. 31. Canft thou bind the fweet influences of Ple- 
jades, &c.] Of which fee the note on chap. ix. 9. 
and this canttellation of the feven ftars which is 
meant, rifing in the {pring, the pleafantneffes of the 
feafon, as the word may be rendered, may be intended 
here; which cannot be reftrained or hindered from 
taking place in the proper courfe of the year ; 
which is beautifully defcribed in Cant, ii. 12, 13. 
and may in a {piritual fenfe relate to the effects of 
powerful and efficacious grace, the influences of 
which are irrefiltible and caufe a {pring-time in the 
fouls of men, where it was before winter, a {tate of 
darknefs, deadnefs, coldnefs, hardnefs and untruit- 
fulnefs, but now the reverfe. Some verfions read 
the bands of the Pleiades’, as if the fenfe was, Canft 
thou gather and bind, or clufter together fuch a 
conftellation as the feven ftars be, as I have done? 
thou canft not ; and fo not ftop their rifing or hin- 
der their influences, according to the other verfions: 
Or loofe the bands of Orion? of which fee the note 
on chap. ix. 9. and Amos y. 8. This conftellation 
appears in the winter, and brings with it ftormy 
winds, rain, fnow and froft, which latter binds up 
the earth, that feeds and roots in it cannot {pring 
up; and binds the hands of men from working, 
by benumbing them, or rendering their materials 
or utenfils ufelefs; for which reafons bands are 
afcribed to Orion, and are fuch ftrong ones that it 
js not in the power of men to loofe; the feafons 
are not to be altered by men; and ob might be 
taught by this that it was not in his power to make 
any change in the difpenfations of providence ; to 
gurn the winter of adverfity into the {pring of pro- 
fperity ; and therefore it was beft filently to fubmit 
to the fovereignty of God, and wait his time for a 
change of circumftances. 

¥. 32. Canjt thou bring forth Mazzaroth in bis 
feafon? &c.} Which are thought to be the fame 
with the chambers of the fouth, chap. ix, g. the 
fouthern pole ™ with its ftars, fignified by chambers, 
becaufe hidden from our fight jn this part of the 
globe’; and here by Mazzaroth, from nazar, to fepa- 
rate, becaufe feparated and at a diftance from us ; 
fome think * the twelve figns of the zodiac are 
meant, each of which are brought forth in their 
feafon, not by men, but by the Lord; fee J/a. xl. 
26. Or canft Bou guide Arcurus with bis fons? 
a conttellation of many ftars called its fons, of 
which fee chap. ix. 9. Schmidt conjectures that 
Fupiter and his fatellites are meant; but rather what 
we call the greater and leffer bear, in the tail of 
which is the north pole-ftar, the guide of mariners, 
faid ° to be found out by Thales, by which the Phe- 
nicians failed, but is not to be guided by men; this 
conftellation is fancied to be in the form of a wain 


4 De Situ Orbis, 1. 3.¢.5. 
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or waggon, and is called Charles’s wain could this 
be admitted, there might be thought to be an al- 
lufion to it?, and the fenfe be, Canft thou guide and 
lead this conftellation, as a waggon or team of 
horfes can be guided and led; {tars have their 
courles, Fag. v.20. but are not fteered, guided, 
and directed by men, but by the Lord himielf. 

¥. 33. Knoweft thou the ordinances of beaven? &c.] 
Settled by the decree, purpafe, and will of God, 
and are firm and ftable; fee P/al. cxlviii. 6, Fer. 
XXX1. 35, 36, the laws and flatutes refpecting their 
fituation, motion, operation, influence, and ufe, 
which are conftantly obferved ; thefe are fo far from 
being made by men, and at their direction, that 
they are not known by them, at leaft not fully and 
perfectly. Canjt thou fet the dominion thereof in the 
earth 2? or over it? of the heavens over the earth; not 
fuch an one as judicial aftrologers afcribe unto them, 
as to influence the bodies of men, efpecially the ° 
tempers and difpofitions of their minds ; to affect 
their wills and moral agtions, the events and-occur- 
rences of their lives, and the fate of nations and 
kingdoms; their dominion is not moral and civil, 
but phyfical or natural, as to make the revolutions 
of night and day, and of the feveral feafons of the 
year; and te affect and influence the fruits of the 
earth, &&e. fee Gen. i. 16. Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14. 
Hof. ii. 21, 22, 23. but this dominion is folely un- 
der God, and at his direétion, and is not of mens 
fixing. 

¥. 34. Canft thou, lift up thy voice to the clouds, 
that abundance of waters may cover thee?| Thy 
gardens, fields and farms; canft thou in a magif- _ 
terial way call to, and demand of the clouds to let 
down rain in large quantities, fufficient to water 
them and make them fruitful? no, thou canft nots 
thou maytt cry and call as long as thou wilt, nor 
a cloud will ftir, nor a drop of water be let down; 
rain is to be had in a fuppliant way, through the 
prayer of faith, as by £/ijah; but not in a dictatorial, 
authoritative way : the clouds and rain are only at 
the difpofal of the Lord; afk of him and he will 
give them; but they are not to be commanded, 
Zech. ¥. 1. fee Amos v, 8. 

y. 35. Cant thou fend lightnings, that they may 
go, and fay unto thee, Here we are?| Thy hum- 
ble fervants? we have been where thou didft fend 
us, and have executed what we were bid to do, 
and are returned, and here we are waiting further 
orders; fee Matt. viil. 9, no: lightnings are only 
at the command of God, and there have been fome 
awful inftances of it, Lev. x. 1. Numb. xi. 1. and 
Xvi. 35. but not in the power of men; indeed we 
have an extraordinary inftance in Elijah, who at 
the motion, and under the impulfe of the fpirit of 
prophecy in him, called for fire, or lightning, to 
confume captains with their fifties, and it came 
down on them and confumed them, 2 K7ugs i. 10, 
12. but he is not to be jmitated herein; when the 
difciples of Chrift defired the fame upon a provo- 
cation, they were feverely reproved by him, Lukg 
iX. 54, 55. were thefe at the call and difpofe of 
men, what dreadful things would be done in the 
world ? for if good men, when provoked, would 
make ufe of fuch a power to deftroy the lives af 
men, much more bad men; and our eyes would 
continually behold the flafhes of lightning, and our 

ears 
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ears hear the roatings of thunder, and the terrible 


effects thereof; but neither mercies nor judgments | 


are at the command of men, but of God. © 

¥. 36. Who hath put wifdom in the inward parts? 
&c.] That is, of man, in his heart, as explained 
in the next claufe; fuch wifdom as to guide the 
the ftars, know the ordinances of heaven, fet their 
dominion on earth, manage and direét the clouds 
and lightning; no fuch wifdom is put in man. Or 
who hath given underftanding to the beart? to un- 
derftand all the above thirgs, and anfwer to the 
feveral queftions put in this chapter? though as 
thefe claufes may refpect much one and the fame 
thing, they may be underfteod of wifdom and un- 
derftanding in man, whether natural or fpiritual ; 
and feeing they are found there, the queftion is who 
put them there, or how came they there? who gave 
them to him? the anfwer muft be, God himfelf, 
* and no other; man has his rational foul, his in- 
telle€tual powers, the light of nature and reafon in 
him; all his underftanding ia arts and {ciences, trades 
and manufactures, is of the Lord, and not of him- 
felf or another; fee chap. xxxii. 8. Exod. xxxvi. 
1, 2. Ifa. Xxviii. 23——29. all fpiritual wifdom and 
underttanding, which lies in a man’s concern for 
his eternal welfare, in the knowledge of himfelf, 
and of his ftate and condition by nature, and of the 
way of life and falvation by Chrift, and of the truths 
and doétrines of the gofpel, is all of God and Chrift, 
and by the fpirit of wifdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him ; no man therefore has any rea- 
fon to glory in his wifdom and knowledge, of what- 
foever kind, as though he had not received it; nor 
fhould he dare to arraign the wifdom of God in his 
providential dealings with men; fince he that teaches 
man knowledge muft needs know better than man 
how to govern the world he has made, and difpofe 
of all things in it. The laft claufe is in the Vul- 
gate Latin rendered, who hath given to the cock un- 
derflanding ? and fo the Targums and other Jewith 
writers ? interpret it; and they obferve °that in 
Arabia a cock is called by the word that is here 
ufed ; and in their morning prayers, and at hearing 
a cock crow, they fay‘, ** Blefled be the Lord who 
*« giveth tothe cock underftanding to diftinguitfh be- 
** tween theday and the day :” but however remark- 
able the underftanding of this creature is, which God 
has given it, and which is even taken notice of by 
heathen writers‘; that it fhould know‘ the ftars, 
diftinguifh the hours of the night by crowing, and 
exprefs its joy at the rifing of the fun and moon, 
yet fuch a fenfe of the text feems impertinent, as 
well as that of the Septuagint verfion, of givii; to 
women the wifdom and knowledge of weaving 
and embroidery. 

¥.37. Woo can number the clouds in wifdom ? 
&c.] Or has fuch wifdom as to be able to count 
them when the heavens are full of them; hence 
they are ufed to denote a great multitude, J/a. Ix. 
8. Heb. xii. 1. or declare them', fet forth and ex- 
plain the nature of them, their matter, motion and 
ufe ; none can do this perfeétly or compleatly. 
Aben Ezra interprets it, who can make them as 
fapphire? in which he is followed by Mr Broughton 
and others": the fapphire is a precious ftone very 
clear and lucid, of a fky colour. And then the 
fenfe is, Who can make a clear and ferene fky, 
when it is cloudy ? None but the Lord; fee chap. 
XXXViL. t1. Or who can flay the bottles of heaven? 
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or barrels, as Mr Broughton the clouds in which 


the rain is bottled er barrelled up 5 and when it is. 
the pleafure of God to pour them out, who can 


ftay, ftop, or reftrain them? Or who can caufe 
them fo lie down * ? that is, on the earth; to de- 
fcend or diftil on it, as the fame tranflator. Who 
can do this, when it is the will of God to withhold 
them? To ftop or unftop thofe bottles, to re- 
{train rain, or pour it forth, is entirely at his dif- 
pofe and not man’s; fee ¥. 34: Gen, Viiik 2. Amos 
iv. 7. 
i 38. When the duft groweth into bardnefi, and 
the clods cleave faft togetber?] When the duft is 
attenuated, and ground as it were into powders 
and the clods cleave together, as if glued, as ina 
drought for want of rain: or the bottles of hea- 
ven being unftopped and poured out, or *¢ fprink- 
“Jing the duft with this fprinkling,”” as Mr Brougé- 
ton. Or rather, pouring on the duft with pouring ; 
that is, pouring down rain, by unftopping the 
bottles of heaven. The duft as meal, by water 
poured into it, cements, unites, and is compact- 
ed and becomes earth,. that may be cultivated ; is 
clodded and cleaves together, and may be plow 
and fown. ' 
y. 39. Wilt thou bunt the prey for the lion? Bec!) 
From meteors the Lord paffes to animals, beafts 
and birds, wherefore fome here begin the 39th chap- 
ter, which only treats of fuch; and he begins with 
the lion, the ftrongeft among beafts, and moft fierce, 
cruel and voracious ; and afks, who hunts his prey 
for him? Not man, who cannot; and if he could, 
durft not: but the Lord does ; and according to 
fome writers *, he has provided a fmall creature, 
between a fox and a wolf, called a jackal; which 
goes before the lion, and hunts the prey for him. 
And could this be underftood particularly of the 
old lion, as Cocceius and others, naturalifts ” obferve, 
that young lions hunt for the old ones, when they 
are not able to go in fearch of prey ; and when 
they have got it, either bring it to them, or call 
them to partake of it with them. Or jill the appe- 
tite of ,the young lions ? whofe appetite is fharp and 
keen, and requires a great deal to fill it, and efpe- 
cially to fatisfy a great many of them; herds of 
them, as Mr Broughton renders the word, and 
which fignifies a company; fee P/al. Ixviii. 30. 
Men cannot feed them, but God can and does 
there being fome ends in providence to be anfwer- 


ed thereby, fee P/al. civ. 21. fee alfo Pfal, xxxiv. 


8,9, 10. 

i .40. When they couch in their dens, and abide 
in the covert to lie in wait?] Which fome under- 
ftand of old lions, who for want of ftrength lie 
couchant in their dens, or in fome covert place, 
waiting for any prey that paffes by, to feize upon 
it. But the fame pafture and places are ufed by 
younger lions, as well as old ones who are em- 
blems of wicked men, cruel per ors, and blood- 
thirfty tyrants, who fill their palaces and kingdoms 
with murder and rapine; fee P/alm x. 8, 9, 10. 
Nabum ii. 11, 12. 

¥. 41. Who provideth for the 
&c.] Not man, but God; he feeds the ravens, 
creatures very voracious, mean and ufelefs, Luke 
xii. 24. When bis young ones cry unto Gods cry for 
want of food ; which is interpreted by the Lord as 


a cry unto him, and he relieves them, P/a/.cxlvii. 9. 


their 


when deferted by the old ones; either left in 
nefts 
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nefts through forgetfulnefs, as fome * 5 or becaufe 
they are not till fledged, black like them, as o- 
thers *; when God feeds them, as fome fay >| with 
a kind of dew from heaven, or with flies that fly 
about them, and fall into their mouths ; or with 
worms bred out of theirdung. But thefe things 
are not to be depended on; it may rather refpect 
them when caft out of the neft by the old ones, 


CHAP. 


HIS chapter treats of various creatures, 

beafts and birds, which od had little know- 
ledge of, had no concern in the make of them, 
and fcarce any power over them; as of the goats 
and hinds, y 1—4. Of the wild afs, y, 5—8. 
Of the unicorn, ¥. g—12. Of the peacock and 
oftrich, y. 13--:8. Of the horfe, ¥. 19-25. 
and of the hawk and eagle, ¥. 26-30, 


y¥. 1. Knoweft thou the time when the wild goats 
of the rock bring forth ? &c.] Which creatures are 
fo called, becaufe they dwell among the rocks *, and 
run upon them ; and though their heads are Joad- 
ed with a vaft burden of horns upon them, yet 
can fo poife themfelves, as, with the greateft {wift- 
nefs, to leap from mountain to mountain, as Pliny 
fays®: and if they bring forth their young in the 
rocks, as Olympicdorus afferts, and which is not 
improbable ; it is not to be wondered, that the 
time of their bringing forth fhould not be known 
by men, to whom the rocks they run upon are in- 
acceffible. Canjt thou mark the time when the binds 
do calve? that is, precifely and exaétly, and fo as 
to direct, order and manage, and bring it about, 
as the Lord does: and it is wonderful that they 
fhould calve, and not caft their young before their 
time, when they are continually in flight and fright, 
through men or wild beafts, and are almoft always 
running and leaping about ; and often fcared with 
thunder, which haftens birth, P/alm xxix. 9, o- 
therwife the time of their bringing forth in gene- 


ral is known by men, as will be obferved in the | 


following verfe. 

y. 2. Canjt thou number the months that they ful- 
fil? 8&cc.] Which fome underftand both of wild 
goats and hinds. Common goats fulfil five months, 
they conceive in Noveméer,and bring forth in March, 
as Pliny’ obferves; but how many the wild goats 
of the rock fulfit, is not faid by him or any other 
1 know of: the fame writer fays *, of hinds, that 
they go eight months, Or knoweft thou the time 
when they bring forth? naturalifts ® tell us, that 
the hinds conceive after the rife of the ftar Aréfu- 
rus, which rifes eleven days before the autumnal 
equinox ; fo that they conceive in September ,; and 
as they go eight months, they bring forth in April; 

- but then the exact time to a day and hour is not 
known. Befides, who has fixed the time for their 
bringing forth, and carries them in it through fo 
many dangers and difficulties? None but the Lord 
himfelf. Now if fuch common things in nature 
were not known perfectly by 70), how fhould he 
be able to fearch into, and find out the caufes and 

_reafons of God’s providential dealings with men, 
or what is in the womb of providence ? 
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when able to fly, which is teflified by naturalitts * ; 
and with this agrees what follows: ¢/ey wander for 
lack of meat; being obliged to fhift for them- 
felves, when God takes care of them; which is 
an inftance of his providential goodnefs; and how 
this is to be improved, fee Matt. vi, 26. Luke 
xii. 24, 


XXXIX, 


¥. 3. They bow themfelves, &c.} That they may 
bring forth their young with greater eafe and more 
fafety: for it feems the hinds bring forth their 
young with great difficulty; and there are provi- 
fions in nature made to leffén it; as thunder before 
obferved, which caufes them to bring forth the 
fooner ; and there is an herb called /e/elis, which it 
is faid ', they feed upon before birth, to make it the 
eafier; as well as they ufe that and another called 
aros, after the birth, to eafe them of their after- 
pains, They bring forth their young ones; renting 
and cleaving afunder the membrane, as the word 
fignifes, in which their young is wrapped. They 
cajt out their forrows, either their young, which 
they bring forth in pains and which then ceafe; or 
the fecundines, or after-birth, in which the young 
is wrapped, and which the philofopher fays * they 
eat, and is fuppofed to be medical to them. None 
but a woman feems to bring forth with more pain 
than this creature; and a wife is compared to it, 
Prov. v.19, 

¥.4. Their young ones are in good liking, &e.} 
‘Plump, fat and fleek, as fawns are: they £row 
up with corn; by which they grow, or without in 
the field, as the word alfo fignifies; and their 
growth and increafe is very quick, as Ariffotle obe 
ferves', They go forth, and return not unio them s 
they go forth into the fields, and fhift and provide 
for themfelves, and trouble their dams no more; 
and return not to them, nor are they known by 
them, 

¥. 5. Who bath fent out the wild afs free? &cc.] 
Into the wide wafte, where it is, ranges at pleafure, 
and is not under the reftraint of any; a creature 
which, as it is naturally wild, is naturally averfe ta 
fervitude, is defirous of liberty and maintains it: 
not but that it may be tamed, as Pliny ™ fpeaks 
of fuch as dre; but it choofes to be free, and a- 
greeable to its nature, it is fent out into the wil- 
dernefs as fuch ; not that it is fet free from bond- 
age, for in that it never was until it is tamed; but 
its nature and inclination, and courfe it purfues, is 
to be free, And now the queftion is, who gave - 
this creature fuch a nature, and defire after liberty ? 
and fuch power to maintain it ? and directs it to 
take fuch methods to fecure it, and keep clear of 
bondage? It is of God. Or who hath loofed the 
bands of the wild afi? not that it has any natu- 
rally upon it, and is loofed from them; but be- 
caufe it is as clear of them as fuch creatures are, 
which have been in bands and are freed fram them; 
therefore this mode of expreffion js ufed, and which 
fignifies the fame as before. 

¥.0. Whofe houfe I have made the wildernefs, 
&c.] Appointed that to be his place of refidence, 

as 
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as being agreeable to his nature, 
men, and in the lefs danger of being brought into 
{ubjection by them. Such were the defarts of 4- 
rabia,; where, as bain, cape were many 
of thefe creatures, and which he reprefents as very 
fwift: and Leo Africanus ° fays, great numbers of 
them are found in defarts, and on the borders of 
defarts; hence faid to be ufed to the wildernefs, 
Fer. ii. 24. And the barren land bis dwellings , not 
entirely barren, for then it could not live there; 
but comparatively, with refpect to land that is fruit- 
ful: or fal land? for, as Pliny ° fays, every place 
where falt is, is barren. 

y¥.7. He feorneth the multitude of the city, &c.] 
Choofing rather to be alone in the wildernefs and 
free, than to be among a multitude of men in a 
city, and be a flave as the tame afs; or it defpifes 
and defies a multitude of men, that may come out 
of cities to take it. Leo Africanus fays", it yields 
to none for fwiftnefs but Barbary hortes : accord- 
ing to Xenophon *, it exceeds the horfe in fwiftnels 
and when purfued by horfemen, it will outrun 
them, and ftand ftill and reft till they come near 
it, and then ftart again; fo that there is no tak- 
ing it, unlefs many are employed. Ariftotle * fays, 
it excels in fwiftnefs ; and according to Bockart *, 
it has its name in Hebrew from the Chaldee word 
ND to run. Or it may be rendered, the noife of the 
city, fo Cocceius ; the ftir and buftle in it, through a 
multiplicity of men in bufinefs. Neither regard- 
eth be the crying of the driver; or hears“ : he nei- 
ther feels his blows, nor hears his words; urging 
him to move fafter and make quicker difpatch, as 
the tame afs does; he being neither. ridden nor 
driven, nor drawing in a cart or plough. 

¥. 8. The range of the mountains is bis pafture, 
&c.] It ranges about the mountains for food ; it 
looks about for it, as the word fignifies ; and tries 
firft one place and then another to get fome, it hav- 
ing fhort commons there. And be fearcheth after 
every green thing ; herb or'plant, be it what it will 
that is green, it feeks after; and which being 
fcarce in defarts and mountains, it fearches about 
for and feeds upon it, wherever it can find it; 
grafs being the peculiar food of thefe creatures, 
fee chap. vi. 5. and which is obferved by natura- 
lifts *. « 

¥.9. Will the unicorn be willing to ferve thee ? 
&c.] Whether there is or ever was fuch a crea- 
ture, as defcribed under the name of an unicorn, is 
a queftion: it is thought the accounts of it are for 
the moft part fabulous; though Vartomannus ’ fays, 
he faw two at Mecca, which came from E¢diopia, 
the largeft of which had a horn in his forehead 
three cubits long. ‘There are indeed feveral crea- 
tures which may be called monocerots, who have 
but one horn; as the rhinoceros, and the Indian 
horfes and afiés*. The Arabic geographer * fpeaks 
of a beaft in the Jdies, called carcaddan, which is 
leffer than an elephant and bigger than a buffalo; 
having in the middle of the forehead an horn long 
and thick, as much as two hands can grafp : and not 
only onJand,but in the feaare fuch, as the nabr whal, 
or Greenland whale; but then they do not anfwer 
to the creature fo called ia fcripture: and befides, 
this muft be a creature well known to Fob, as it 
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‘from the account that gives of it, and not to be 
taken as here. And Solinus* {peaks of fuch mo-— 
nocerots or unicorns, which may be killed, but can- 
not be taken, and were never known to be in any 
man’s poffeffion alive ; and fo #iianus * fays of the 
like creature, that it never was remembred that any 
one of them had been taken. Some think the ri- 
noceros is meant; but that, though a very ftrong 
creature, and fo may be thought fit for the ufes 
after mentioned, yet may be tamed; whereas the 
creature here is reprefented as untameable, and not 
to be fubdued, and brought under a yoke and ma- 
naged ; and befides, it is not very probable that it 
was known by Yob. Bochart * takes it to be the » 
oryx, a creature of the goat-kind; but to me it 
feems more likely to be of the ox-kind, to be fi- 
milar to them, and fo might be thought to do 
the bufinefs of one; and the rather, becaufe of its 
great ftrength, and yet could not be brought to do 
it, nor be trufted with it: for the queftions con- 
cerning it relate to the work of oxen; and as the 
wild afs is oppofed to the tame one in the preceding 
paragraph, fo here the wild ox to a tame one, 
And both Strabo’ and Diodorus Siculus ® relate, 
that among the Troglodytes, a people that dwelt 
near the Red fea, and not far from Arabia, where 
Fob lived, were abundance of wild oxen or bulls, 
and which far exceeded the common ones in large- 
nefs and fwiftnefs; and the creature called the 
Reem in the original, has its name from height. 
Now the queftion is, could 7b take one of thefe 
wild bulls or oxen, and tame it, and make it will- 
ing to doany work or fervice he fhould choofe to 

ut it to? No, he could not. Or abide by thy 
crib? manger or ftall, as the tame or common ox 
will; who, when it has done its labour, is glad 
to be led to its ftall and feed, and then lie down 
and reft, and there abide; fee J/ai. i. 3. but no 
fo the wild ox. ' 
_ ¥. 10. Canft thou bind the unicorn with bis band 
in the furrow? &c.] Put the yoke and harnefs 
upon him, and faften it to the plough to draw it, 
that he may make furrows with it in the field, or 
plough up the ground as the tame ox does? thou 
canft not. Or will be harrow the vallies after 
thee ? draw the harrow which is ufed after plough- 
ing to break the clods, and make the land fmooth 
and even? he will not: vallies are particularly 
mentioned, becaufe arable land is ufually in them; . 
fee Pfal. Ixv. 13. 
¥. 11. Wilt thou truft bim, becaufe bis ftrength is 
great? &c.] No; tame oxen are employed be- 
caufe they are ftrong to labour, P/alm cxliv. 14. 
and they are to be trufted, in plowing or treading 
out the corn, under direction, becaufe they are 
manageable, and will attend to bufinefs with con 


ftancy ; but the wild ox, though ftronger, and Ree. 
fitter for labour, is yet not to be trufted, beca pt 
unruly and unmanageable : if that fort of wild o m¢ ; 
called Uri could be thought to be meant, for which — 


Bootius » contends, Ce/far’s cos \ 
agree with this character of the Reem, as 


d 
fhape of a bull; they are of great ftrength hor 
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P Any falfaginem, Montanus; falfagi- 
t fupra, * Ut fupra 
W Pw) NP non avdiet, Pagninus, Mon- 
2 Vid. Bochart. Hierozoic. par. 1.1. 4. ¢. 2¢ 
Of this Narhual, or fea-unicorn, fee the Philofoph. 
4 De Animal. I. 16... 20. 0! 
® Bibliothec, 1. 3. p, 175. 


+ c,20. Macrob, Saturnal. 1.3. c. 13. 


or Fey 

reat {wiftnefs, and not to be tamed. Or wilt thou 
teave thy labour to him? to plow thy fields, to har- 
row thy lands, and to bring home the ripe corn? 
as in the next verfe; thou wilt not. — ; 

‘y. 12. Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring 
home thy feed? &c.] Draw in the cart, and bring 
home the ripe fheaves of corn, as the tame ox does? 
no; thou knoweft him too well to believe he will 
bring it home in fafety. And gather it into thy 
barn to be trodden out, which ufed to be done by 
oxen in thofe times: if therefore ‘%o0b could not 
manage fuch unruly creatures as the wild afs and 
the wild ox, and make them ferviceable to him, 
how unfit muft he be to govern the world, or to 
direct in the affairs of providence ? 

y. 13. Gaveft thou the goodly wings unto the 
peacocks ? 8c.) Rather offriches, as the Vulgate 
Latin and Tigurine verfions render it; fome ren- 
der it the wing of thofe that exult is joyful, fo Mon- 
tanus ; that is, of the oftriches; who, in confidence 
of their wings, exult and glory over the horfe and 
his rider, y. 18. for peacocks are not remarkable 
for their wings, but for their tails; whereas the 
wings of the oftrich are as fails unto them, as feve+ 
ral writers obferve*; and with which they rather 
run or row, than fly: hence it is called by Plautus’ 
paffer marinus, the {ea-fparrow : and the feathers of 
it are more goadly than thofe of the wings of the 
peacock ; and befides, it is a queftion whether the 

eacock was where od lived, and in his times; fince 
1t is originally from the Judies, and from thence it 
was brought to Fudea in the times of Solomon; and 
was not known in Greece and Rome™ until later 
ages. Alexander the great, when he firft faw them 
in India, was furprized at them; and yet So/on " 


fpeaks of them in his time as feen by him, which. 


was at-leaft two hundred years before Alexander ; 
tho’ at Rome not common in the times of Horace °, 
who calls a peacock rara avis; and fpeaks of them 
as fold for a great price; but oftriches were well 
known in Arabia where Fob lived; as is teftified by 
Xenophon’, Strabo, and Diodorus Siculus*. More- 
over, what is faid in the following verfes is only 
true of the oftrich, and that only is fpoken of here 
and there, as it follows. Or wings and feathers 
unto the oftrich; or whofe wings and feathers are 
like the ftork’s; and fo Bochart renders the words, 
truly they have the wing and feather of the ftork 
the colours of which are black and white, from 
whence it has its name weaapyes ° in Greek; and fo 
Leo Africanus‘ {ays of the ottriches, that they have 
in their wings large feathers of a black and white 
colour; and this was a creature well known in Ara- 
bia“, in which od lived. 

¥. 14. Which leaveth her eggs in.the earth, &c.] 
Lays them and leaves them there. A/ianus, agree- 
able to this, fays ”, that it builds a low neft in the 
ground, making a hollow in the fand with its feet, 
though hefeems to be miftaken as to the number 
of its eges, which he makes to be more than eighty ; 
more truly Leo Africanas*, who reckons them ten 
or twelve; which, he fays, it lays in the fand, and 
each of them are of the bignefs of a cannon-ball, and 
weigh fifteen pounds, more or lefs. Hence, with the 


* Xenophon. de Expedit. Cyri, 1.1. 
Tei G c, 21. 2 Laert. Vit. Solon, 1. 1. c. 2. 
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Arabs, it is called “ the mother of eggs,” becaufe of 
the large eggs it lays; and with them it is a proverb, 
** meaner, or of a lefler account, than the eges of an 
*« oftrich,” becaufe its eggs are neglected by it’. And 
warmeth them in the dujt ; not that fhe leaves them 
to be warmed by the hot fand, or by the heat of 
the fun upon them, by which they are hatched, as 
has been commonly faid, for thereby they would 
rather be corrupted and become rotten; but fhe 
herfelf warms them and hatches them, by fitting 
upon them in the duft and fand: and for this the 
above hiftorian is exprefs, who fays*, the female 
lighting on thefe eggs, whether her own or ano- 
thers, fits on them and heats them, Concerning the 
oftrich hatching its eges, Vanfleb*, from an Arabic 
manutcript, relates what is incredible, that they are 
hatched by the male and female with their eye only; 
that one or other of them keep continually looking 
at them until they are all hatched; and this I ab- 
ferve is afferted alfo by another writer ?, 

¥. 15. And forgetteth that the foot may crufb 
them, &c.] The foot of the traveller, they being 
laid in the ground where he may walk, or on the 
fand of the fea-fhore where he may tread and tram 
ple upon them unawares, and crufh them to pieces ; 
to prevent which this creature has no forefight. Or 
that the wild beaft may break them ; {uppofing they 
may be, though not where men walk, yet where 
wild beafts frequent, they may be as eafily broken by 
the One as the other; againft which it guards not, 
having no inftinét in nature, as fome creatures have, 
to direct to the prefervation of them, 

y. 16. She is bardned againft ber young ones, as 
though they were not bers, &cc.] Hence faid to be 
cruel, Lam. iv. 3. not againft the young ones fhe 
hatches, for /ianus* reports her as very tender of 
her young, and expofing herfelf to danger for the 
prefervation of them; but being a very forgetful 
creature, having laid its eggs in the fand, where it 
leaves them, forgets where it has laid them; and 
finding ‘other egos fits on them and hatches them, 
and regards the young as its own, and is hardned 
againft its true and real young, as not belonging ta 
her. Her labour is in vain without fear; in laying 
her eggs and leaving them in the duft, without fear 
of their. being crufhed and broken, which yet they 
are, and fo her Jabour is in vain; or her labour in 
hatching the eggs of others, without any fear or 
care of their belonging to others, which yet they 
do, and fo fhe labours in vain. 

¥.17. Becaufe God hath deprived ber of wifdom, 
&c.] Or made her to forget * what fhe had; an in- 
{tance of her forgetfulnefs is mentioned y. 15. and 
fo Leo Africanus‘ {ays of it, that it is of a very 
fhort memory, and prefently forgets the place where 
its egos are laid. Neither hath be imparted to her 
underftanding ; many inftances are given of its ftu- 
pidity by hiftorians, as that it will take any thing 
that is offered to it to eat, ftones, iron, &¥c.* that ie 
will thruft its head and neck into a thicket, fancy- 
ing it is hid and covered, and that none can fee it; 
which Pliny ® remarks as an inftance of its foolifh- 
nefs; though Diodorus Siculus® takes this to be a 


of: 


1 Perfa, act. 2. fc, 2.v.17. ' m /Elian. 
© Sermon. 1. 2. fat. 2. v.25, 26. Vid. Plin. Nat. Hitt. 1. 10, 
& Geograph. 1.16. p. 531. * Bibliothec 1. 2. p.133. 
766. * Diodor. Sicul. ut fupra. w De Ani- 
% Defcrip. Africe, ut 
 Coslivs, 1. 10. c. 5. apud Sanctium 


- in loc. © Ut fupra. 4 WT oblivifci fecit eum, Montanus, Mercerus, Drufius, Cocceius, Michaelis, Schyl- 
tens. ¢ Ut fupra. f lian, ut fupra. Plin, Nat. Hift, 1, 10. ¢, 1, & Ibid, h Ut fupra. 
Voz. I. Ne 1g. 6£ 


— 7 wy 


474 
of it which are weakeft. Strabo gives‘ another in- 
ftance of its ftupidity, its being fo eafily deceived 
by fportfmen, who, by putting the fkin of an oft- 
rich on their hands, and reaching out fruits or feeds 
to it, it will receive them of them, and be taken. 
Others obferve the fmallnefs of their heads, and fo 
of their brains, as an argument of their want of 
underftanding ; and it has been remarked as a proof, 
of their having but few brains, that Heliogabalus, 
the Roman emperor, had fix hundred heads of oft- 
riches dreffed at once for his fupper, for the fake 
of their brains*. 

¥. 18. What time foe lifteth up berfelf an bigh, 
&c.] It is fometimes eight foot high’; when 
alarmed with approaching danger fhe raifes up her- 
felf, being fitting on the ground, and ere¢ts her 
wings for flight, or rather running. She fcorneth 
the horfe and bis rider ; being then, as Pliny” fays, 
higher than a man on horfeback, and fuperior to 
a horfe in {wittnefs, and though horfemen have been 
able to take wild affes and goats, very fwift crea- 


¥ O B. 


fneezing, fnorting, pawing and neighing, when his 
noftrils are broad, {pread, and enlarged ; and efpe- 
cially when enraged and in battle, when he foams 
and fumes, and his breath comes out of his noftrils 
like fmoke’, and is very terrible. 

y. 21. He paweth in the valley, &c.] Where 
armies are ufually pitched and fet in battle-array, 
and efpecially the cavalry, for which the valley is 
moft convenient; and here the horfe is impatient 
of engaging, cannot ftand ftill, but rifes up with 
his fore feet, and paws and prances, and as the 
word fignifies, digs the earth and makes it hollow, 
by a continual ftriking upon it; fo generous horfes 
are commonly defcribed in this manner*. And 
rejoiceth in his ftrength ; of which he is fenfible, and 
glories in it; marches to the battle with pride and 
{tatelinefs, defying as it were the enemy, and as if 
fure of victory, of which he has knowledge when 
obtained ; for Laéantius fays ‘ of horfes, when con- 
querors they exult, when conquered they grieve 5 


tures, yet never oftriches, as Xenophon relates” of | it has its name in the Hebrew language from re- 


thofe in Arabia; and this creature has another me- 
thod, when purfued, by which it defies and defpifes, 
as well as hurts and incommodes its purfuers, which 
is by cafting ftones backward at them with its feet 
as out of a fling’. 

y. 19. Haft thou given the borfe firength ? &c.} 
Not only to bear burdens and draw carriages, but 
for war ; for it is the war-horfe that is here fpoken 
of, as what follows fhews, and his ftrength denotes ; 
not ftrength of body only, but fortitude and cou- 
rage; for which, as well as the other, the horfe is 
eminent, and both are the gift of God, and not of 
men.. Haft thou clothed bis neck with thunder ? or 
with ftrength, as the Targum, the horfe having 
particularly great ftrength in its neck, as well as in 
other parts ; or with ftrength of voice, as Ben Ger- 
fom explains it; and it has been generally under- 
ftood of the neighing of horfes, which comes thro’ 
and out of their neck, and makes a vehement 
found: fome render it with a mane’; at could it 
be made to appear that the word is fo ufed in any 


other place, or in any other writings, or in any of | which another poet ufes it”. 
the dialects, it would afford a very good fenfe, fince- 


a fine large mane to a horfe is a great ornament and 
recommendation: the Septuagint render it by fear, 
and Farchi interprets it of terror; and refers to the 
fenfe of the word in Ezek, xxvii, 35. and it may 
fignify fuch a tremor as thunder makes, from 
whence that has its name; and it may be obferved 
that between the neck and fhoulder-bone of an 
horfe there is a tremulous and quavering motion ; 
and which is more vehement in battle, not from 
any fearfulnefs of it, but rather through eagernefs 
to engage in it; and therefore Schultens tranflates 
the words, ha? thou clothed bis neck with a chearful 
tremor 

¥. 20. Canft thou make him afraid asa grafs- 
bopper? &c.] Which is affrighted at every noife, 
and at any approach of men; but not fo the-horfe ; 
or canft thou move him, or caufe him to fkip and 
jump, or rather leap like a grafshopper? that is, 
haft thou given, or canft thou give him the faculty 
of leaping over hedges and ditches, for which the 
horfe is famous? fo Nepiune’s war-horfes are faid 4 
to be SuTKapd nas, good leapers, The glory of bis 
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joicing *, He goeth on to meet the armed men; with= 
out any fear or dread of them, as follows. 
y¥. 22. He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted, 
&c.] At thofe things which caufe fear and fright 
to men; as arms, though ever fo terrible, and ar- 
mies, though never fo numerous. Neither turnetb 
he back from the fword; the naked fword, when 
it isdrawn againft him, and ready to be thruft into 
hira; the horfe being fo bold and courageous was 
with the Egyptians a fymbol of courage and bold- 
nefs’, 
y¥. 23. The quiver rattleth againft him, &e.1 The 
quiver is what arrows are put into and carried in, 
and feems here to be put for arrows, which bein 
fhot by the enemy come whizzing about him, but 
do not intimidate him ; unlefs this is to be under- 
ftood of arrows rattling in the quiver when carried 
by the rider upon bim, fo fome render the laft word; 
and thus Homer” and Virgil * {peak of the rattling 
quiver and founding arrows in it, as carried on the 
back or fhoulder ; but the firft fenfe feems beft, in 
The glittering [pear 
and the fhield the lance or javelin, as Mr Broughton 
renders it, and others; that is, he does not curn 
‘back from thefe, nor is he frighted at them when 
they are pointed to him or flung at him; fo #lia- 
nus” {peaks of the Perfians training up their horfes 
and ufing them to noifes, that in battle they might 
not be frighted at the clafhing of arms, of fwords 
and fhields againft each other ; in like manner as 
our war-horfes are trained up, not to ftart at the 
firing of a gun, or the explofion of a cannon. © 
¥. 24. He fwalloweth the ground with frercenefs 
and rage, &c.| Being fo eager for the battle, and 
fo full of fiercenefs and rage, he bounds the plain 
with fuch fwiftnefs that he feems rather to fwallow 
up the ground than torun upon it. Neishber be- 
lieveth he that it is the found of the trumpet ; sale 


at hearing it; or he will not truft to his ee 


will fee with his eyes whether the battle is ready, — 
and therefore pufhes forward. Mr Broughton an 
others read it, he will nct fiand frill at the noife o 
the trumpet , and the word fignifies frm and ftable, 
as well as to believe ; when he hears the trumpet 
found, the alarm of war, as a preparation for the 
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battle, he knows not how to * ftand; there is fcarce 
any holding him in, but he rufhes into the battle 
at once, Fer. viii. 6. ; 
¥. 25. He faith among the trumpets, Ha, ba, &c. 
As pleafed with the found of them, rejoicing there- 
at, and which he fignifies by neighing. dnd he 
Jmelleth the battle afar off; which refpeéts not fo 
much the diftance of place as of time; he perceives 
beforehand that it is near, by the preparations 
making for it, and particularly by what follows ; 
fo Pliny’ fays of horles, they prefage a fight. The 
thunder of the captains, and the fhouting ; they un- 
derftand an engagement is juft going into by the 
loud and thundring voice of the captains, exhort- 
ing and fpiriting up their men, and giving them 
the word of command; and by the clamorous 
fhout of the foldiers echoing to the fpeech of their 
captains ; and which are given forth upon an onfet, 
both to animate one another, and intimidate the 
enemy. SBootius * obferves, that Virgil* and Oppi- 
anus” tay moft of the fame things in praife of the 
horfe which are here faid, and feem to have taken 
them from hence; and fome‘ give the horfe the 
preference to the lion, which when it departs from 
a fight never returns, whereas the horfe will. This 
is an emblem both of good men, Zech, x. 3. and 
of bad men, Fer. viii. 6. | 
¥. 26. Doth the hawk fly by thy wifdom? &c.] 
With fo much.fwiftnefs, fteddinefs and conftancy, 
until fhe has feized her prey. The Vulgate Latin 
verfion and fome others read, does fhe become fea- 
thered, or begin to have feathers; and fo Bochart : 
either when firft fledged; or when, as it is faid *, 
fhe cafts her old feathers and gets new ones, and 
this every year. Now neither her flight nor her 
feathers, whether at one time or the other, are ow- 
ing to men, but to the Lord, who gives both. And 
Stretch her wings towards the fouth? Being a bird 
of paffage, fhe moves from colder climates to- 
wards the winter, and fteers her courfe to the fouth 
towards warmer ones‘; which fhe does from an 
inftinét in nature, put into her by the Lord, and 
not through the inftruction of man. Or, as fome 
fay, cafting off her old feathers, fhe flies towards 
the fouth for warmth; and that her feathers may 
be cherifhed with the heat, and grow the fooner 
and better. Hence it is perhaps, as #/ianys re- 
ports ‘, that this bird was by the Egyptians con- 
~-fecrated to Apollo or the fun; it being able to look 
upon the rays of it wiftly, conftantly and eafily, 
without being hurt thereby. Porphyry * fays, 
that this bird is not only acceptable to the fun; 
but has divinity in it, according to the Egyptians ; 
and is no other than Ofris, or the fun reprefented 
by the image of it*. Strabo fpeaks of a city of 
the hawks, where this creature is worfhipped. It 
has its name in Greek from the facrednefS of it ; 
and according to Hefiod *, is very {wift, and has 
large wings. It is called xuafe—os, fwift in Aying, 
by Manetho'; and by Homer, wxisos rerenvav, the 
fwifteft of fowls”. It has its name from M¥) to 
fly, as Kimchi obferves*. Cyril of Ferufalem, on 
the authority of the Greek verfion, affirms °, that 
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by a divine inftin® or order, the hawk ftretching 
out its wings, ftands in the midft of the air un- 
moved, looking towards the fouth. All accounts 
fhew it to be a bird that loves warmth, which is 
the reafon of the expreffion in the text. 

¥. 27. Doth the eagle mount up at thy command ? 
&c.] No; but by an inftinét which God has 
placed in it, and a capacity he has given it above 
all other birds. They take a circuit in their flight, 
and bend about before they foar aloft: but the 
eagle fteers its courfe directly upwards towards heae 
ven, till out of fight; and, as Apuleius fays °, up 
to the clouds, where it rains and fnows, and be- 
yond which there is no place for thunder and light- 
ning. And maketh ber neft on high? fo the philo- 
fopher fays °; eagles make their nefts not in plains, 
but in high places, efpecially in cragged rocks, as 
in the next verfe. 

¥. 28. She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon 
the crag of the rock, and the ftrong place.) Where 
fhe and her young are fafe: fo Pliny* fays, eagles 
make their nefts in rocks, even in the precipices of 
them, as the philofopher quoted in the preceding 
verfe ; and here on the tooth, edge, or precipice 
of the rock, which is inacceflible, and fo like a 
{trong fortified place. 

¥. 29, From thence foe feeketh the prey, &c.} 
From the high rock; from whence fhe can look 
down into vallies, and even into the fea; and fpy 
what is for her purpofe, and defcend and feize up- 
on them; as lambs, fawns, geefe, fhell-fith, en 
though they may lie in the moft hidden and fecret 
places. Wherefore in the original text it is, she 
diggeth the prey or food * ; as treafure hid in fecrét, 
is dug or diligently fearched for; and for which 
fhe is qualified by the fharpnefs of her fight, as fol- 
lows : and her eyes bebold afar off; from the high 
rocks and higher clouds, even from the high fky, 
as Ailianus‘ expreffes it; and who obferves that — 
fhe is the moft fharp-fighted of all birds; and fo, 
Homer “ fays, fome affirm. 

y¥. 30. Her young ones alfo fuck up blood, &c.] 
As well as herfelf, being brought up to it by her. 
The eagle cares not for'water, but drinks the blood 
of her prey ; and fo her young ones after her, as 
naturalifts report”. And ZJianus {ays * the fame 
of the hawk, that it eats no feeds, but devours 
flefh and drinks blood, and nourifhes her young 
ones with the fame. Aud where the flain are, 
there is foe; where there ‘has beén a battle, and 
carcafles left on the field, the eagles will gather to 
them. ‘This is particularly true of that kind of 
eagles called Vulture.eagles, as Ariffotle » and 
Pliny * obferve; fee Matt. xxiv. 28. Now fince 
Fob was fo ignorant of the nature of thefe creatures, 
and incapable of governing and directing them; 
and what they had of any excellency were of God, 
and not of him, nor of any man; how unfit muft 
he be to difpute with God, and contend with him 
about his works of providence? which to convince 
him of, was the defign of this difcourfe about the 
creatures ; and which had its intended effect, as ape 
pears in the next chapter. 
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CHAP. XL. 


N this chapter od is called upon to give in his 

anfwer, y. 1, 2. which he does in the moft 
humble manner, acknowledging his vilenefs and 
folly, ¥. 3, 4, 5- And then the Lord proceeds 
to give him further conviction of his fuperior juf- 
tice and power, y¥.6—g. and one thing he pro-= 
pofes to him, to humble the proud, if he could, 
and then he would own his own right hand could 
fave him, ¥. 10—-14. and obferves to him another 
inftance of his power in a creature called debemoth, 
which he had made, and gives a defcsiption of, 


y. 15 —24. 


¥. 1. Moreover the Lord anfwered Fob, &c.) 
The Lord having difcourfed largely of the works 
of nature, in order to reconcile the mind of Fob 
to his works of providence, ftopped and made a 
" paufe for a little fpace, that 7ob might anf{wer if he 
thought fit; but he being entirely filent, the Lord 
began again, and faid, as follows: 

y. 2. Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty, 
inftrua him? &c.| Is he capable of it ? He ought 
to be that takes upon him to difpute with God, to 
object or reply to him; that brings a charge a- 


gainft him,-enters the lifts, and litigates a point. 


with him ; which ¥ob wanted to be at. But could 


he or any other inftruét him, who is the God of 


knowledge, the all-wife and only-wife God; who 
gives man wifdom, and teaches him knowledge ? 
What folly is it to pretend to inftruét him? Or 
can fuch an one be infiruéfed ? as the Targum: he 


is not in the way of inftruction; he that fubmits to | 


the chaftizing hand of God, may be inftructed 
thereby, but not he that contends with him ; fee 
Pfal. xciv. r2. Or fhould he be one that is in- 
ftructed? no, he ought to be an inftructor, and not 
one inftru¢éted; a teacher, and not one that is 
taught; he fhould be above all inftruétion from 
God or man, that will difpute with the Almighty. 
The word for in/trué has the fignification of chaf- 
tifement, becaufe inftruction fometimes comes that 
way; and then the fenfe either is, Shall a man con- 
tend with the Almighty that chaftizes him? Does 
it become a fon or a fervant, to ftrive againft a pa- 
rent or a mafter'that corrects him ? Or does not he 
deferve to be chaftized that acts fuch a part? Some 
derive the word from one that fignifies to remove 
or depart, and give the fenfe; Shall the abundance, 
the all-fufficiency of God, go from him to another, 
to a man; and fo he, inftead of God, be the all- 
fufficient one? Or rather, the meaning of the claufe 
‘is, Has there not been much, enough, and more 
than enough faid, 7b, to chaftize thee, and con- 
vince thee of thy miftakes? muft more be faid ? is 
there any need of it? He that reproveth God, let 
bim anfwer it; he that reproves God, for his words, 
or works, or ways, finding fault with either of 
them, ought to anfwer to thé queftion now put; 
or to any or all of thofe in the preceding chapters, 
and not be filent as Fob now was. ; 

¥. 3. Then Fob anfwered the Lord, &c.] .Find- 
ing that he was obliged to anfwer, he did, but with 
fome reluctance ; and /aid, as follows: 

¥. 4. Bebold, I am vile, &c.] Or light*; which 
may have refpect cither to his words and argu- 
ments, which he thought had force in them, but 
now he faw they had none; or to his works and 
actions, the integrity of his life, and the upright- 
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nefs of his ways, which he imagined were weighty 
and of great importance, but now being weighed 
in the balances of juftice were found wanting; or 
it may refer to his original meannefs and diftance 
from God, being duft and afhes, and nothing in 
comparifon of him ; and fo the Septuagint verfion is, 
I am nothing ; fee Ifa. x\. 17. or rather, to the ori- 
ginal vilenefs and finfulnefs of his nature he had 
now a fight of, and faw how he had been breaking 
forth in unbecoming expreffions concerning God 
and his providence: the nature of man is exceed- 
ing vile and finful ; his heart defperately wicked ; 


-his thoughts, and the imaginations of them, evil, 


and that continually ; his mind and confcience are 
defiled ; his affections inordinate, and his under- 
ftanding and will fadly depraved ; he is vile in fouk 
and body; of all which an enlightned man is con- 
vinced, and will acknowledge. What fhail I an- 


fwer thee? 1 am not able to anfwer thee, whoam 
but duft and afhes; what more can I fay than to 
‘acknowledge my levity, vanity, and vilenefs? he ~ 


that talked fo big, and in fuch a bluftring manner. 
of anfwering God, as in chap. xiii. 22. and xxxi. 
35, 36, 37. now has nothing to fay for himfelf. 
I will lay mine band upon my mouth ; impote filence 
upon himfelf, and as it were lay a reftraint upon 
himfelf from fpeaking: it looks as if there were 
fome workings in 70b’s heart; he thought he could 
fay fomething and make fome reply but durft not, 
for fear of offending yet more and more, and there- 
fore curbed it in; fee Pfal. xxxix. 1. - 

¥. 5. Once bave I fpoken; but I will not anfwer, , 
&c.] Some think this refers to what he had juft © 
now faid of his vilenefs, he had owned that, and 
that was all he had to fay, or would fay, he would 
give no other anfwer; Farchi fays, fome fuppofe he 
has refpect to his words in chap. ix. 22. Yea, 
twice ; but I will proceed no further , the meaning 
feems to be, that he who had once and again, or very 
often, at leaft in fome inftances, fpoken very im- 
prudently and indecently, for the future would 
take care not to fpeak in fuch a manner: for this 
confeffion was not quite free and full; and therefore 
the Lord takes him in hand again, to bring him. 
to make a more full and ingenuous one, as he does * 
in chap. xiii. 

y. 6. Then anfwered the Lord unto Fob out of the 
whirlwind, &c.| Some think that the whirlwind 
ceafed while the Lord fpake the words in ¥. 2. 
which encouraged ‘fob to make the 4nfwer he did; 
but others are of opinion that it continued, and now ~ 
increafed, and was more boifterous than before. The 
Targum calls it the whirlwind of tribulation : com- 
fort does not always follow immediately on firft con-_ 
victions ; ob, though humbled, was not yet hum- 
bled enough: God will have a fuller confeffion of 
fin from him: it was not fufficient to fay he was 
vile, he muft declare his forrow for his fin, his ab- 
horrence of it, and of himfelf for it, and his re- 
pentance of it; and that he had faid things of God” 
he ought not to have faid, and which he pe 
ftood not; and though he had faid he would " 
{wer no more, God will make him fay mote, and 


therefore continued the whirlwind, and to fpeak out —__ 


of it; for he had more to fay to him, and give him 
further proof of his power to his full conviction. 
And faid, as follows. 


ee 
whet 


fpeak well of God; and be it as it will between 
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¥. 7. Gird up thy loins now like a man, &c.]| world better than I do; for thefe and the exprefs 
And prepare to give an anfwer to what fhould | fions following are ironical. 
be demanded of him, The fame way of fpeak-| y. 11. Caft abroad the rage of thy wrath, &c.} 
ing is ufed in chap. xxxviii. 3. fee the note | Work thyfelf up into a paffion, at leaft feemingly; 
there, put on all the airs of a wrathful and enraged king 

¥. 8. Wilt thou alfo difannul my judgment ? &c.] | on a throne of ftate, whofe wrath is like the roar- 
The decrees and purpofes of God concerning his | ing of a lion, and as meffengers of death; pour out 
dealings with men, particularly the afflictions of | menaces plentifully, threatning what thou wilt do; 
them, which are framed with the higheft wifdom | and try if by fuch means thou canft humble the 
and reafon, and according to the ftricteft juftice, | fpirit of a proud man, as follows. dnd behold every 
and can never be fruftrated or made void; or the | ome that is proud, and abafe him; look fternly at 
fentence of God concerning them, that is gone out | him, put on a fierce, furious, and menacing coun- 
of his mouth and cannot be altered ; or the execu- | tenance, and fee if thou canft dafh a proud man 
tion of it which cannot be hindered : it refpeéts the | out of countenance, and humble him before thee, 
wifdom of God in the government of the world, | as I am able; among the many inftances of divine 
as Aben Ezra obferves, and the particular dealings | power the Lord pitches upon this one, and pro- 
of his providence with men, which ought to be | pofes it to Fob to try his fkill and power upon, the 
fubmitted to; to do otherwife is for a man to fet | humbling of a proud man. ; 
up his own judgment againft the Lord’s, which y. 12. Look on every one that is proud, and bring 
is as much as in him lies to difannul it; whereas | bim low, &c.| As the Lord often does; fee J/a. 
God is a God of judgment, and his judgment is | ii. 11, 12. this is the fame as before. And tread 
according to truth, and in righteoufnefs, and will | dows the wicked in their place; the fame with the 
take place, let men do or fay what they pleafe, | proud, for pride makes men wicked. it is a fin, 
Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayeft be righteous ? | and very odious in the fight of God, and is highly 
Is there no other way of vindicating thine own in- | refented by him ; he refifts the proud: now ed is 
ocence and integrity, without charging me with | bid, when he has brought proud men low, and laid 
unrighteouinefs at leaft faying fuch things as are | their honour in the duft, to keep them there, to 
judged by others to be an arraignment of my juf- | trample upon them, and tread them as mire in the 
tice, wifdom, and goodnefs, in the government of | ftreet; and thar in their own place, or wherever he 
the world? Now though ¥ob did not exprefsly | fhould find them; the Septuagint render it imme- 
and directly condemn the Lord, and arraign his | diately; fee J/a. xxvii, 3. 
juftice, yet when he talked of his own righteouf- ¥. 13. Hide them in the duft together, &c.] Ei- 
ne{s and integrity, he was not upon his guard as he | ther in the duft of death, that they may be feen no 
fhould have been with refpect to the juftice of God | more in this world, in the fame place and circum- 
in his afflictions; for though a man may juftify his | ftances where they fhewed their pride and haughti- 
own charaéter when abufed, he fhould take care to | nefs; or in the duft of the grave, and let them have 
an inglorious burial, like that of malefaétors thrown 
into fome common pit together; as when multi- 
tudes are flain in battle, a large pit is dug, and the 
bodies are caft in together without any order or 
decency ; or it may be rendered alike ®, let them be 
treated equally alike, no preference given to one 
above another, And bind their faces in fecret, al- 
luding, as it is thought, to malefaétors when con- 
demned and about to be executed, whofe faces are 
then covered, as Haman’s was, E/ther vii, 8: or to 
the dead when buried, whofe faces are bound with 
napkins, as Lazarus’s was, Fobn xi. 44. the mean- 
ing of all thefe expreffions is, that ‘¥ob would abafe 
and deftroy, if he could, every proud man he met 
with, as God does, in the courfe of his providence, 
fooner or later. There had been inftances of di- 
vine power in this way before, or in the times of 
Job, which might come to his knowledge; as the 
cafting down of the proud angels out of heaven, 
and of eafting proud Adam out of paradife, the 
drowning the proud giants of the old world, and 
of difperfing the proud builders of Babel, and of 
deftroying Sodom and Gomorrah by fire, one of whofe 
reigning fins was pride; and of drowning proud 
Pharaoh and his hoft in the Red fea: which lait 
feems to have been done much about the time od 
lived. 

y¥. 14. Then will I alfo confefs unto thee, that thine 
own right hand can fave thee,| From all his 
enemies temporal and fpiritual, and out of all evils 
and calamities whatfoever ; and that he ftood in no 
need of his help and affiftance, yea that he was a 
match for him, and might be allowed to contend 
with him; but whereas he was not able to do the 
above things propofed to him, it could not be ~ 
Mitte; 


man and man, God is not to be brought into the 
queftion ; and though fome of his providences are 
not fo eafily reconciled to his promifes, yet let God 
be true and every man a liar. 

¥. 9. Haft thou an arm like Ged? &c.| Such 
power as he has,-which is infinite, almighty, and 
uncontroulable, and therefore there is no contend- 
ing with him; as he has an arm on which good 
men may lean on and truft in, and by which they 
are fupported, protected and faved, fo he has an 
arm to crufh like a moth all that ftrive with him 
or againft him, Or cant thou thunder with a voice 
like bim? thunder is his voice ; fee chap. xxxvii. 4, 
5. and Pfal. xxix. 3, &c..and is expreffive of his 
power, chap. xxvi. 14. and his powerful voice may 
be obferved in calling all things out of nothing in- 
to being in creation ; in commanding and ordering 
al] things in providence according to his pleafure ; 
and in quickening finners through his gofpel, by his 
fpirit and grace in converfion, and will be in call- 
ing men out of their graves and fummoning them 
to judgment at the laft day. God can both over- 
power and out-voice men, and therefore it is in vain 

~ to oppofe him and contend with him. 

y. 10. Deck thyfelf now with majefty and excel- 
lency, &c.} With excellent majefty, as I am deck- 
ed and clothed, P/al. xciii. 1. And array thyfelf 
with glory and beauty; appear in the moft glorious 
and fplendid manner thou canft, make the beft fi- 
gure thou art able, put on royal robes, and take thy 
feat and throne, and fit as a king or judge in ftate 
and pomp, and exert thyfelf to do the following 

things; or take my feat and throne as the judge of 
the whole earth, and try if thou canft govern the 
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mitted that his own right hand could fave him ; 
and therefore ought quietly to f{ubmit to the fove- 
reignty of God over him, and to all the difpenfa- 
tions of his providence, and be humbled under his 
mighty hand, fince no hand but his could fave him; 
as no man’s right hand can fave him from tempo- 
ral evils and enemies, and much lefs from fpiritual 
ones, or with an everlafting falvation; nor any 
works of righteoufnefs done by him, only the arm 
of the Lord has wrought falvation, and his right 
hand only fupports and faves. Two inftances are 
given in this and the following chapter, the one of 
a land-animal, the other of a fea-animal, as is ge- 
nerally fuppofed ; or it may be of amphibious ones, 
that live both on land and water. 

¥. 15. Bebold, now bebemoth, &c.] The word 
is plural, and fignifies bea/fs, and may be ufed to 
denote the chiefeft and largeft of beafts, and there- 
fore is commonly underftood of the elephant; and 
certain it is, that a fingle beaft is defcribed in the 
following account, and fo the word is rendered, 
Pfal. \xxiii. 22. The word is here rendered by the 
Septuagint Syeta, beafts; which is the word ufed by 
the Greeks * for elephants, as bellue, a word of 
the fame fignification, is by the Latins *: and fo 
the Sabines called an elephant darrus, and the Jn- 
dians barro* “yy a beaft, and it may be obferved, 
that ivory is called /henbabbim, 1 Kings x. 22. ie. 
Soenhabebim, bebem or behemoth ‘, the tooth’of the 
beaft: and’ it may be alfo obferved, that Seneca ® 
fays, that the Nile produces beafts like the fea; 
meaning particularly the crocodile and hippopota- 
mus. Sochart diffents from the commonly re- 
ceived opinion of the elephant being meant; and 
thinks the hippopotamus, or river-horfe, is intended, 
fo called from its having a head like a horfe ; and 
is faid to have a mane, and to neigh like one, and 
to bear fome refemblance to it in its {nout, eyes, 
ears and back %. And the reafons that celebrated 
author has given for this his opinion, have pre- 
vailed on many learned men to follow him; and 
there are fome things in the defcription of bebemoth, 
as will be obferved, which feem better to agree with 
the river-horfe than with the elephant. It is an 
amphibious creature, and fometimes lives upon the 
land, and fometimes in the water; and by va- 
rious ‘ writers, is often called a beaft and four- 
footed one: which I made with thee; or as well as 
thee; it being equally the work of my hands, a 
creature as thou art: or made on the continent, as 
thou art, fo dben Ezra; and made on the fame day 
man was made; which thofe obferve, who under- 
ftand it of the elephant; or, which cometh neareft 
to thee, the elephant being, as Pliny * fays, the 
neareft to man in fenfe,; and no beaft more pru- 
dent, as Cicero ' affirms. But the above learned 
writer, who interprets it of the river-horfe, takes 
the meaning ‘of this phrafe to be; that it was a 
creature in ‘fod’s neighbourhood, -an inhabitant of 
the river Nile in Egypt, to which Arabia joined, 
where Fob lived; which is teftified by many wri- 
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ters ™: and therefore it is thought more probable, 
that a creature near at hand and known, fhould be ~ 
inftanced in, and not one that it may be was never 
feen nor known by ob. But both Diodorus Sicu- 
lus® and Strabo° fpeak of herds of elephants in ~ 
Arabia, and of that as abounding with them; and 
of various places called from them, and the hunt- 
ing of them, and even of men from eating them. 
He eateth grafs as an ox ; which is true both of the 
elephant arid of the river-horfe : that a land-animal 
fhould eat grafs is not fo wonderful ; but that a 
creature who lives in the water, fhould come out 
of it and eat grafs, is very ftrange and worthy of 
admiration, it is obferved: and that the river-horfe 
feeds in corn-fields and on grafs, many writers ° 
affure us; yea, in the river it feeds not on fithes, 
but on the roots of the water-lily, which fifhermen 
therefore ufe to bait their hooks with to take it. 
Nor is- it unlike an ox in its fhape, and in fome 
parts of its body : hence the /talians call it bomaris, 
the feaeox ; but it is double the bignefs of an ox *. 
Olaus Magnus’ {peaks of a fea-horfe, found between 
Britain and Norway; which has the head of a horfe, 
and neighs like one, has cloven feet with hoofs like 
a cow; and feeks its food both in the fea and on 
the land, and grows to the bignefs of an ox, and 
has a forked tail like a fifh. 

¥.16. Lo now, his ftrength is in his loins, 8c.} 
The ftrength of the elephant is well known, being 
able to carry a caftle on its back, with a number of 
men therein; but what follows does not feem fo 
well to-agree with it. And bis force is in the navel 
of his belly fince the belly of the elephant is very 
tender; by means of which the rhinoceros, its e- 
nemy, in its fight with it, has the advantage of it, 
by getting under its belly, and ripping it up with 
its horn *. Jn like manner Eleazar the Few killed 
one of the elephants of Antiochus, by getting be- 
tween its legs, and thrufting his {word into its na- 
vel‘; which fell and killed him with the weight of 
it. On the other hand, the river-horfe is covered 
with a fkin all over, the hardeft and ftrongeft of 
all creatures ", as not to be pierced with {pears or 
arrows”; and of it dried were made helmets, 
fhields, fpears and polifhed darts*, That which 
monfieur Thevenot ¥ faw, had feveral fhot fired at it 
before it fell, for the bullets hardly pierced thro? 
its {kin. We made feveral fhot at him, fays ano- 
ther traveller *, but to no purpofe; for they would 
glance from him as from a wal]. And indeed the 
elephant is faid to have fuch a hard fcaly fkin as to 
refift the fpear*: and Pliny °, though he {peaks of 
the hide of the river-horfe being fo thick that fpears 
are made of it; yet of the hide of the elephant, as 
having targets made of that, which are impene- 
trable. 
¥.17. He moveth bis tail like a cedar, &c.] Ta 
which it is compared, not for the length and large- 
nefs of it; for the tail both of the elephant and of 
the river-horfe is fhort,; though Vartomannus © fays, 
the tail of the elephant is like a buffalo’s, and is 
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four hands long, and thin of hair :. but becaufe of 
the {moothnefs, roundnefs, thicknefs and firmnefs 
of it; fuch is the tail of the river-horfe, being like 
that of a hog or boar *; which is crooked, twifted, 
and which it is faid to turn back and about at plea- 
fure, as the word ufed is thought to fignify. ben 
Ezra interprets it, maketh to ftand, that is {tiff and 
{trong, and firm like a cedar. One writer ° {peaks 
of the horfe of the Nile, as having a fcaly tail; but 
he feems to confound it with the fea-horfe. Funius 
interprets it of its penis, its genital part; to which 
the Zargum in the King’s Bible is inclined : and Ci- 
cero ‘ fays, the ancients ufed to call that the tail ; 
but that of the elephant, according to Ariffotle ®, 
is but fmall, and not in proportion to the bignefs 
of its body; and not in fight, and therefore can 
hardly be thought to be defcribed ; though the next 
claufe feems to favour this fenfe. The /inews of bis 
ftones are wrapped together: if by thefe are meant 
the tefticles, as fome think, fo the Zargums; the 
finews of which were wreathed, implicated and ra- 
mified, like branches of trees, as Montanus renders 
it. Bochart interprets this of the finews-or nerves of 
the river-horfe, which having fuch plenty of them, 
are exceeding ftrong ; fo that as fome report this 
creature will with one foot fink a boat*; 1 have 
known him open his mouth, fays a traveller‘, and 
fet one tooth on the gunnel of a boat, and another 
on the fecond ftrake from the keel, more than four 
feet diftant, and there bite a hole through the plank, 
and funk the boat. an 

¥. 18. His bones are as ftrong pieces of brafs; bis 
bones are as bars of iron.| Than which nothing is 
ftronger. The repetition js made for greater illuf 
tration and confirmation; but what is faid is not 
applicable to the elephant, whofe bones are porous 
and rimous, light and {pongy for the moft part, as 
appears from the ofteology * of it; excepting its 
teeth, which are the ivory ; though the teeth of the 
river-horfe are faid to exceed them in hardnefs '; 
and artificers fay ™, they are wrought with greater 
difficulty than ivory. The ancients, according to 
Paufanias", ufed them inftead of it; who relates, 
that the face of the image of the goddefs Cybele was 
made of them: and Kircher ° fays, in India, they 
make beads, crucifixes, and ftatues of faints of them ; 
and that they are as hard or harder than a flint, 
and fire may be ftruck out of them. So the teeth 
of the mor/s, a creature of the like kind in the nor- 
thern countries, are valued by the inhabitants as 
ivory ®, for hardnefs, whitenefs and weight, be- 
yond it, and are dearer and much traded in; fee 
the note on y¥. 20. but no doubt, not the teeth only 
but the other bones of the creature in the text are 
meant. 

y.19. He is the chief of the ways of God, &c.] 
Or the beginning of them, that is, of the works of 
God in creation; which mutt be reitrained to ani- 
mals, otherwife there were works wrought before 
any of them were created. There were none made 
before the fifth day of the creation, and on that day 
was the’river-horfe made; in which refpect it has 
the preference to the elephant, not made till the 
fixth day. But if this phrafe is expreffive of the 

: fuperexcellency of behemoth over other works of 
Gad, as it feems to be, it muft be limjted to the 
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kind of which it is; otherwife man is the chief of 
all God’s ways or works, made either on the fifth or 
fixth day: and fo as the elephant may be obferved 
to be the chief of the beafts of the earth, or of land- 
animals, for its largenefs and ftrength, its fagacity, 
docility, gentlenefs, and the like; fo the river- 
horfe may be faid to be the chief of its kind of the 
aquatic animals, or of the amphibious ones, for the 
bulk of its body, which is not ynlike that of the 
elephant, as fays Diodorus Siculus 4; and it has been 
by fome called the Egyptian elephant '; and alfo 
from its great fagacity, of which inftances are given 
by fome writers *. However, it is one of the chief 
works of God, or a famous, excellent and remark- 
able one, which may be the fenfe of the expreffion ; 
fee Numb. xxiv. 20. It might be remarked in fa- 
vour of the elephant, that it feems to have its name 
from HIN the firft and chief; as the firft letter in 
the Hebvew alphabet is called aleph; unlefs it fhould 
have its name from this root, on account of its do- 
cility. He that made bim, can make his fword ta 
approach unto him; not the {word of God, as if 
this creature could not be killed by any but by 
him that made it; for whether.the elephant or ri- 
ver-horfe be underftood, they are both to be taken 
and flain: but the fword of bebemoth is that which 
he himfelf is furnifhed with ; which fome under- 
ftand of the trunk of the elephant, with which he 
defends himfelf and annoys others ; but that has no 
likenefs of a fword. Bochart* renders the word by 
harpe, which fignifies a crooked inftrument, fickle 
or fcythe; and interprets it of the teeth of the ri- 
ver-horfe, which are fharp and long, and bended 
like a fcythe. That which Thevenot * faw, had 
four great teeth in the lower jaw, half a foot long, 
two whereof were crooked ; and one on each fide 
of the jaw ; the other two were ftraight, and of the 
fame length as the crooked, but ftanding out in the 
length: fee the figure of it in Scheuchzer” ; by 
which it alfo appears to have fix teeth, Another 
traveller fays *, of the teeth of the fea-horfe, that 
they are round like a bow, and about fixteen inches 
long, and in the biggeft part more than fix inches 
about: but another relation ¥ agrees more nearly 
with Thevenot and Scheuchzer ; that four of its teeth 
are longer than the reft, two in the upper jaw, one 
on each fide, and two more in the under; thefe laft 
are four or five inches long, the other two fhorter ; 
with which it mows down the corn and grafs in 
great quantities : fo that Diodorus Siculus * obferves, 
that if this animal was very fruitful, and brought 
forth many young and frequently, the fields in 
Egypt would be utterly deftroyed. This interpre- 
tation agrees with what follows, 

¥, 20. Surely the mountains bring bim forth food, 
&c.] Grafs which grows on mountains, and is the 
food of the river-horfe as well as pf the elephant ; 
and therefore is furnifhed with teeth like a fcythe 
to mow it down; and it is not a {mall quantity that 
will fuffice it, mountains only can fupply it; and 
marvellous it is, that a creature bred in a river 
fhould come out of it to feek its food on moun- 
tains, There is a creature in the northern parts, as 
in Ruffia, Greenland, &c. which is called mor/s and 
fea-mors, and by the defcription of it is much like 
the river-horfe, of the bignels of an ox, and having 
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an head like one, with two large long teeth ftand- 
ing out of its upper jaw, and an hairy fkin*, faid 
to be an inch thick, and fo tough that no lance will 
enter it’; it comes out of the fea, and by its teeth 
gets up to the tops of mountains, and having fed on 
erafs rolls itfelf down again into the fea; and this 
it does by putting its hinder feet to its teeth, and 
fo falls from the mountain with great celerity, as 
ona fledge®. Where all the beafts of the field play; 
fkip and dance, and delight in each other, being in 
no fear of behemoth; whether. underftood of the 
elephant or river-horfe; fince neither of them are 
carnivorous creatures that feed on other animals, 
but on grafs only ; and therefore the beats of the 
field may feed with them quietly and fecurely. 
Pliny “fays of the elephant, that meeting with cat- 
tle in the fields, it will make figns to them not to be 
afraid of it, and fo they will go in company together, 
y¥. 21. He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert 
of the reed, and fens.| This may be thought to 
agree very well with the river-horfe, the inhabitant 
of the Nile, where reeds in great plenty grew, and 
adjoining to which were fenny and marfhy places, 
and fhady trees; and as hiftorians relate*, this crea- 
ture takes its lodging among high reeds, and in 
fhady places; yea the reeds and fugar canes, and the 
leaves of the papyrus, are part of the food on which 
it lives; and hence the hunters of them fometimes 
cover their bait with a reed to take them ; tho’ it 
mutt be allowed that the elephant delights to be about 
rivers, and in clayey and fenny places‘, and there- 
fore Zlianus* fays, it may be called the fenny animal. 
yy. 22. The fhady trees cover bim with their fha- 
dow, &c.} Under which it lies, as in the preced- 
ing verfe; which is thought not fo well to agree 
with the elephant, fince according to 4lianus" and 
other writers, it lies not down, at lea({t but rarely, 
but fleeps ftanding; it being very troublefome to it 
to lie down and rife up again; and befides it is re- 
prefented by fome authors ‘as higher than the trees, 
and therefore this is fuppofed to agree better with 
the river-horfe ; efpecially fince it follows, the wil- 
lows of the brook compafs him about; or the willows 
of the Nile, as fome choofe to render it; which 
would put it out of all doubt that the river-horfe is 
intended, if it could be eftablifhed, it being an in- 
habitant of that river; and yet the above writer * 
fpeaks of elephants, when grown old, feeking large 
thick and fhady woods to take up their abode in. 
¥. 23. Behold, he drinketh up a river, and hafteth 
not, &c.} The elephant is indeed a very thirfty 
animal, and drinks Jargely ; the philofopher ' fays, 
it drinks nine Macedonian bubhels at a feeding, and 
that it will drink fourteen Macedonian meafures of 
water at once, and eight more at noon; but to 
drink up a river feems to be too great an hyperbole; 
wherefore the words may be rendered, Bebold, let a 
river oppre/s him, or bear ever fo hard upon him, 
and come with the greateft force and preffure on 
him ", be haffeth not to get out of it; or he is not 
frighted or troubled, as the Jargum; which agrees 
with the river-horfe, who walks into the river and 
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proceeds on in it, with the greateft eafe and uncon- 
cernednefs imaginable; now and then lifting up his 
head above water to take breath, which he can 
hold a long time; whereas the elephant cannot 
wade in the water any longer than his trunk is 
above it, as the philofopher obferves", and Livy? 
fpeaks of fear and trembling feizing an elephant, 
when about to be carried over a riverin boats. He 
trufteib that be can draw up Fordan into bis mouth 5 
fo bold and confident he is, and not at all difturbed 
with its rapidity ; or though Fordan, or rather any 
defcending flowing ftream, gujhes into bis mouth, _ 
fo Mr Broughton: tor perhaps Fordan might not be 
known by Fob; nor does it feem to have any con- 
nection with the Nile, the feat of the river-horfe; 
which has fuch large holes in its noftrils, and out 
of which, water being fwallowed down, he can 
throw it with great force. Diodorus Siculus” re- 
prefents it as lying all day in the water, and em- 
ploying itfelf at the bottom of it, eafy, carelefs and 
unconcerned. 

¥. 24. He taketh it with his eyes, &c.] Or can 
men take him before his eyes ? fo Mr Broughton; and 
others tranflate it to the fame purpofe ; no, he is 
not to be taken openly but privately, by fome infi- 
dious crafty methods; whether it be underftood of 
the elephant, or river-horfe; elephants, according to 
Strabo? and Pliny* were taken in pits dug for them, 
into which they were decoyed ; in like manner, ac- 
cording to fome*, the river-horfe is taken, a pit 
being dug and covered with reeds and fand, it falls 
into it unawares, His nofe pierceth through fnares ; 
he difcerns them oftentimes and efcapes them, .fo 
that he is not eafily taken in them. It is reported 
of the fea morfs ', before mentioned, that they af- 
cend mountains in great herds, where, before they 
give themfelves to fleep, to which they are natu- 
rally inclined, they appoint one of their number as 
it were a watchman; who, if he chances to fleep or 
to be flain by the hunter, the reft may be eafily 
taken; but if the watchman gives warning by roar- 
ing as the manner is, the whole herd immediately 
awake and fall down from the mountains with great 
{wiftnefs into the fea, as before defcribed; or as 
Mr Broughton, Can men take him? to pierce his 
nofe with many fnares? they cannot; the elephant 
has no nofe to be pierced, unlefs his trunk can be 
called fo, and no hook nor fnare can be put into 
the nofe of the river-horfe. Diodorus Siculus * fays, 
it cannot be taken but by many veffels joining 
together and furrounding it, and ftriking it with 
iron hooks, to one of which ropes are faftened, and 
fo the creature is let go till it expires. The ufual ~ 
way of taking it now is, by baiting the hook with 
the roots of water lilies, at which it will catch, and 
{wallow the hook with it; and by giving it line 
enough it will roll and tumble about until, thro’ 
lofs of blood, it faints and dies. The way invent-* 
ed by A/drubal for killing elephants, was by ftrik- 
ing a carpenter’s chopping ax into his ear”; the 
Jews *fay a fly is a terror to an elephant, it enters 
into his nofe and torments him grievoufly. 
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CHAP. XLL 


Large defcription is here given of the Levia- 
than, from the difficulty and danger of tak- 
ing it, from whence it is inferred that none can 
ftand before God, y¥. 1—10. from the feveral parts 
of him, his face, teeth, fcales, eyes, mouth and 
neck, flefh and heart, ¥. 11—24. and from various 
wonderful terrible things faid of him, and afcribed 
to him, ¥. 25—34. 


¥. 1. Canft thou draw out leviathan with an book? 
&c.] That is, draw. it out of the fea or river as 
anglers draw out {maller fifhes with a line or hook ? 
the queftion fuggefts it cannot be done; whether 
by the /eviathan is meant the whale, which was the 
mott generally received notion; or the crocodile as 
Bocbart, who has been followed by many; or the 
orca, a large fifh of the whale kind with many teeth 
as Hafeus, it is not eafy to fay. Leviathan is a 
compound word of than, the firft fyllable of than- 
nin, rendered either a whale, or a dragon, or a 
ferpent, and of /evi, which fignifies conjunction, 
from the clofe joining of its feales, ¥. 15; 16, 17. 
the patriarch Levi had his name from the fame 
word ; fee Gen. xxix. 34. and the name bids fair- 
eft for the crocodile, and which is called thannin, 
Ezek. xxix. 3, 4. and xxxii. 2. Could the croco- 
dile be eftablifhed as the /eviathan, and the behe- 
moth as the river-horfe, the tranfition from the one 
to the other would appear very eafy ; fince, as Pliny 
fays*, there is a fort of a kindred between them, 
being of the fame river, the river Nile, and fo may 
be thought to be better known to op than the 
whale: tho’ it is not to be concealed what Pliny 
fays®, that whales have been feen in the 4rabian 


feas; he fpeaks of one that came into the river of |: 
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and fixty broad. There are fome things in the 
defcription of this creature that feem to agree beft 
with the crocodile, and others that fuit better with 
the whale, and fome with neither. Or bis tongue 
with a cord which thou letteft down ? into the river 
or fea, as anglers do, with lead to it to make it fink 
below the furface of the water, and a quill or cork 
that it may not fink too deep; but this creature is 
not to be taken in this manner; and which may 
be objected to the crocodile being meant, fince that 
has no tongue‘, or at leaft fo fmall that it is not 
feen, and cleaves clofe to its lower jaw, which never 
moves; and is taken with hooks and cords, as 
Herodotus*, Diodorus Siculus*, and Leo Africanus’ 
teftify ; but not fo the whale, 

y. 2. Canft thou put an hook into his nofe? &c.] 
Or a rufh, that is, a rope made of rufhes; for of 
fuch ropes were made, as Plizy* affirms. Or bore 
bis jaw through with a thorn? as men do herrings, 
or fuch like {mall fith, for the conveniency of car- 
rying them, or hanging them up to dry ; the whale 
is not to be ufed in fuch a manner: but the Tenty- 
rite, a people in Ezypt, great enemies to crocodiles, 
had methods of taking them in nets, and of bind- 
ing and bridling them, and carrying them as they 
pleafed”. 
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¥. 3. Will be make many fupplications unto thee ? 
&c.] To ceafe purfuing him, or to let him go 
when taken, or to ufe him well and not take away 
his life, no, he is too fpirited and ftout-hearted to 
afk any favour, it is below him. Will be /peak foft 
words unto thee? {mooth and flattering ones, for 
the above purpofes? he will not; this is a figura- 
tive way of fpeaking. 

y. 4. Will be make a covenant with thee? &c.] 
To live in friendfhip or fervitude, as follows. Wilt 
thou take bim for a fervant for ever? oblige him 
to ferve thee for life, or reduce him to perpetual 
bondage; fignifying, that he is not to be tamed or 
brought into fubjection: which is true of the whale, 
but not of the crocodile; for feveral authors‘ fpeak 
of them as making a fort of a truce with the priefts 
of Egypt for a certain time, and of their being tamed 
fo as to be handled, and fed, and brought up in the 
houfe. 

¥. 5. Wilt thou play with him as with a bird ? 
&c.] In the hand or cage; /eviathan plays in the 
fea, but there is no playing with him by land, P/- 
civ. 26. Wilt thou bind bim for thy maidens? or 
young girls, as Mr Broughton renders it; tie him 
in a {tring, as birds are for children to play with? 
Now though crocodiles are very pernicious to chil- 
dren, and often make a prey of them when they 
approach too near the banks of the Nile, or when- 
ever they have an opportunity of feizing them * ; 
yet there is an inftance of the child of an Egyptian 
woman that was brought up with one, and uled to 
play with it’, though, when grown up, was killed 
by it; but no fuch inftance can be given of the 
whale of any fort, 

¥. 6. Shall the companions make a banquet of him? 
&c.]' The fifhermen that join together in catch- 
ing fifh, fhall they make a feaft for joy at taking 
the leviathan? which fuggefts that he is not to be 
taken by them, and fo they have no opportunity 
or occafion for a feaft: or will they feed on him ? 
the. flefh of crocodiles is by fome eaten, and faid™ 
to be very favoury, but not the flefh of the whale. 
Shall they part him among the merchants ? this feems 
to favour the crocodile, which is no part of mer- 
chandize, and to be againft the whale, which, at 
Jeaft in our age, occafions a confiderable trade for 
the fake of the bone and oil: but perhaps in thofe 
times and countries in which 7od lived, the ufe of 
them might not be known. 

¥.7. Canft thoy fill his kin with barbed irons ? 
or his bead with fifb-{pears?] This feems not fo 
well to agree with the whale; whofe fkin, and the 
feveral parts of his body, are to be pierced with 
harpoons and lances, fuch as fifhermen ufe in tak- 
ing whales; and their flefh to be cut in pieces with 
their knives : but better with the crocodile, whofe 
fkin is fo hard, and fo clofely fet with fcales, that 
it is impenetrable; fee the note on Ezek, xxix. 4, 
Or if the words are rendered, as by fome, Wi/¢t 
thou fill foips with his fkin? and the fifbermens boat 
with bis head"? It makes alfo again{t the whale ; 
for this is done continually, fhips of different na- 

tions 
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tions are loaded every year with its fkin, flefh, and 
the bones of its head. 

y¥.8. Lay thine band upon bim, 8c.) If thou 
cant or dareft. It is dangerous fo to do, either to 
the whale or crocodile. Remember the battle; or 
look for war, as Mr Broughton renders it; expect 
a fight will enfue, in which thou wilt have no 
fhare with this creature: do no more ; if thou canft 
by any means efcape, take care never to do the 
like again; or thou wilt never do fo any more, thou 
wilt certainly die for it. 

y¥. 9. Bebold, the bope of him is in dain, &c.] Of 
getting the maftery over him, or of taking him ; 
and yet both crocodiles and whales have been 
taken ; nor is the taking of them to be defpaired 
of: but it feems the orca, or the whale with many 
teeth, has never been taken and killed ™. Shall 
not one be caft down even at the fight of him? the 
fight of a whale is terrible to mariners, left their 
fhips fhould be overturned by it; and fome have 
been fo frighted at the fight of a crocodile, as to 
lofe their fenfes: and we read of one that was 
greatly terrified at feeing the fhadow of one; and 
the creature before mentioned is fuppofed to be 
much more terrible °. 

y. 10. None is fo fierce that dare ftir bim up; &c.] 
This feems beft to agree with the crocodile; who 
frequently lies down and fleeps on the ground ?, 
and in the water by night*?; fee Ezek. xxix. 3. 
when it is very dangerous to aroufe him 5 and few, 
if any fo daring, have courage enough to do it: 
though whales have been feen lying near fhore a- 
fleep, and looked like rocks, even forty of them 
together". Who then is able to fiand before me? 
This is the inference the Lord draws from hence, 
or the ufe he makes of it; that if this creature is 
fo formidable and terrible, that it is dangerous to 
aroufe and provoke him, and there is no ftanding 
before him or againft him ; then how fhould any 
one be able to ftand before the Lord who made 
this creature, whenever he is angry? fee P/alm 
Ixxvi. 7. 

y. 11. Who bath prevented me, that I foould re- 
pay him? &e.] Firft given me fomething that 
was not my own, and fo laid me under an obliga- 
tion to him to make a return. The apoftle feems 
to have refpect to this paflage, Rom. xi. 35. What- 
foever is under the whole heaven is mine; the fowls 
of the air, the cattle on a thoufand hills, the ful- 
“nefs of the earth; gold, filver, precious {tones, 
éc. All things are made by him, are his pro- 
perty and at his difpofe ; and therefore no man 
on earth can give him what he has not a prior right 
unto ; fee P/alm xxiv. 1. and]. 10, 11, 12. 

y.12. I will not conceal bis parts, &c.] The 
parts of the deviathan; or bis bars, the members 
of his body, which are like bars of iron: -nor bis 
power; which is very great, whether of the croco- 
dile or the whale: zor bis comely proportion; the 
fymmetry of his body, and the members of it ; 
which, though large, every part is in juft propor- 
tion to each other. 

¥. 13. Who can difcover the face of bis garment 2 
&c.] Or rather uncover it? Not the fea, which 
Mr Broughton reprefents as the garment of the 
whale; Who can ftrip him of it, or take him out 
of that, and bring him to land? which, tho’ not 
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impofible, is difficult : but either the garment of 


his face, the large bulk or prominence that hangs — 


over his eyes; or rather his fkin. Who dare ven- 
ture to take off his fkin, or flay him alive? or take 
off the fcaly coat of the crocodile, which is like a 
coat of mail to him; and which he never of himfelf 
cafts off; as ferpents do? Or whe can come to him 


| with bis double bridle? either go within his jaws, 


which, when opened, are like a double bridles or 
go near and open his jaws, and put a curb-bridle 


into them, and lead, direct and rule him at plea-. 


fure. This is not to be done either to the whale 
or crocodile ; yet the Tentyrite had a way of get- 
ting, upon the back of the crocodile; and by put- 
ting a ftick acrofs its mouth, as it opened it to bite 
them, and fo holding both the ends of it with the 
right and left hands, as with a bridle, brought them 
to land, as Pliny * relates; and fo the Nereides are 
reprefented as fitting on the backs of whales, by 
Theocritus *. 

¥.14. Who can open the doors of wis face? &c.} 
Of his mouth, the jaws thereof; which are like a 


| pair of folding-doors : the jaws of a crocodile have 


a prodigious opening. Peter Martyr * {peaks of 


| ones. whofe jaws opened feven feet broad; and Leo 


Africanus © affirms, he faw fome whofe jaws when 
opened would hold a whole cow. To the wide- 


| nefs of the jaws of this creature, Martial * alludes = 


and that the doors or jaws of the mouth of the 


whale are of a vaft extent, will be eafily believed 


by thofe, who fuppofe that was the fifh which fwal- 
lowed Fonab. His teeth are terrible round about; 
this may feem to make againft the whale, the com- 
mon whale having none; though the ceti dentaté 
are a fort of whales that have many teeth in the 
lower jaw, white, large, folid and terrible’. Olaus 
Magnus * {peaks of {ome that have jaws twelve or 


‘fourteen feet long’; and teeth of fix, eight and 


twelve feet: and there is a fort called srumpo, hay- 
In the 
fperma-ceti whale are rows of fine ivory teeth in 
each jaw, about five or fix inches long *®. But of 


t the crocodile there.is no doubt; which has two rows 
| of teeth, very fharp and terrible, and to the num~ 


ber of fixty °. 
y. 15. His /eales ave his pride, faut up together 
as with @ clofe feal, &c.] This is notorioufly true 


of the crocodile, whofe back and tail are covered 


with fcales, which are in a meafure impenetrable 
and invincible; which all writers concerning it, 
and travellers that have feen it, agree in; fee the 
note on Ezek. xxix. 4. but the fkin of the whale 
is fmooth; the outward fkin is thin, like parch- 


ment, and is eafily pulled off with the hand; and 


its under fkin, tho’ an inch thick, is never {tiff nor 
tough, -but foft “: though if Nearchus* is to be 
credited, he reports, that one was feen fifty cubits 
long, with a fcaly fkin all over it a cubit thick; 
and fuch, it is faid, were by a ftorm brought into 
our river Trent fome years ago, and caft afhore, 
which had fcales upon their backs very hard, as 
large and thick as one of our fhillings * But 
Aben Ezra interprets this of the teeth of the /e- 
viathan, and in which he is followed by Hafeus; 
which are ftrong like a fhield, as the words ufed 
fignify ; fo Mr Broughton, * the ftrong fhields have 


“ pride:” but then this is as applicable, or more-— 


fo, 
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fo, to the feales of the crocodile; which are fo | that their eyes are indifferently big, and very 


clofe as if they were fealed together, and are like 


a fhield, its defence, and in which it prides ‘it- 


felf. 
y¥. 16. One is fo near to another, that no air can 
come between them.| This fhews, that it-cannot be 


* underftood of the fkin of'the whale, and the hard-. 


nefs and ftrength of that, which is alike and of a 
piece ; whereas thofe fcales, or be they what they 
may, tho’ clofely joined, yet are diftinct: thofe 
who interpret this of whales that have teeth, and 
thefe of the teeth, obferve, that as they have teeth 
to the number of forty or fifty in the lower jaw, 
in the upper one are holes or fockets into which 
they go; and they are fo very clofe that no ‘wind or 
air can come between them £, 

¥.17. They are joined one to another, &c.] One 
fcale to another, or a man in bis brother®: which 
may feem to favour the notion of the whale’s teeth 
in the fockets, which exactly anfwer to one ano- 
ther ; but the next claufe will by no means agree 


with them. They ftick together, that they cannot be. 


fundred , whereas they eafily be, at leaft by the 
creature itfelf ; but the fcales of a crocodile are fo 
clofely joined and fealed together, that there is no 
parting them. 

¥.18. By bis neefings a light doth fhine, &c.] The 
philofopher ' obferves, that thofe who look to the 
fun are apter to neefe: and it is taken notice of by 
various writers *, that the crocodile delights to be 
funning \itfelf, and lying yawning in the fun and 
looking at it, as quoted by Bachart, and fo frequent- 
ly neefe: which neefings, thro’ the rays of the fun, 
may feem to fhine and give light. ‘Though as in 
neefing, water is thrown out thro’ the noftrils ; it 
may be obferved of the whale, that it has mouths 
or holes in its front, thro’ which, as thro’ pipes, 
it throws out fhowers and floods of water, as 
Pliny’ relates; which, by means of the rays of 
the fun, as in a rainbow, appear bright and glit- 
tering. And bis eyes are like the eye-lids of the 
morning : the break and dawn of day ; a very beau- 
tiful expreffion,.the fame we call peep of day: 
Pindar™ has the eye of the evening ; break of day, as 
Ben Ger fom fays, is about an hour and the fifth part 
of an hour before the fun-rifing. The eyes of the 
crocodile were with the Egyptians an hieroglyphic 
of the morning *: wherefore this feems better to 
agree with the crocodile than the whale, whofe 
eyes are not much bigger than thofe of a bullock ; 
and has eye-lids and hair like mens eyes; the cryf- 
tal of the eye is not much bigger than a pea °; its 
eyes are placed very low, almoft at the end of the 
upper lip, and when without its guide, dafhes it- 
felf againft rocks and fhoals’. Tho’ that fort of 
whales called orce, are faid to have eyes a foot 
long, and of a red rofy colour; fuch as the morn- 
ing is defcribed by 4: and a northern writer * tells 
us, that fome whales have eyes, whofe circum- 
ference will admit fifteen or twenty men to fit 
therein; and in others it exceeds eight or ten cu- 
bits; and that the pupil is a cubic, and of a red 
and flaming colour; which at a diftance, in dark 
feafons, among the waves, appears to fifhermen as 
fire kindled. And Zbevenot * fays of crocodiles, 
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darkifh. ) 

¥. 19. Out of bis mouth go burning lamps, and 
[parks of fire leap out.) Which, tho’ hyperbolical 
expreffions, have fome foundation for them in the 
latter; in the vaft quantities of water thrown out 
by the whale, thro’ its mouth or hole in its fron- 
tifpiece, which in the fun may look like lamps and 
{parks of fire, as before obferved; and efpecially 
in the erce, or whales with teeth, which eject in 
the fame way an oily mucus, or the fat liquor of 
the brain, commonly called /perma-ceti, which may 
appear more bright and glittering. Ovid‘ fays 
much the fame ofthe boar, as is here faid of the 
leviathan, 

y. 20, Out of bis noStrils zoeth forth finoke, as 
out of a feething pot or caldron.j In which flefh 
or any thing elfe is boiling. It is obferved, that 
there is a likenefs between the crocodile and thé 
river-horfe, and particularly in their breathing": 
and of the former it is remarked ”, that its nof- 
trils are very large and open, and that they breathe 
out a fiery fmoke, as out of a furnace. 

¥. 21. His breath kindles coals, and a flame goeth 
out of bis mouth.| Hyperbolical expreffions, which 
the above obfervations may feem to juttify. 

y. 22. In bis neck remaineth ftrength, &c.] This 
is thought to be an argument againft the whale, 
which is faid to have no neck: but whatever joins 


‘the head and body, may be called the neck, tho’ 


ever fo fmall; and the fhorter the neck is, the 
ftronger it is. It is alfo faid by fome, that the 
crocodile has no neck alfo; but the philofopher * 
is exprefs for it, that it has one and moves it: 
and Pliny ’ fpeaks of it, as turning its’ head up- 
wards, which it could not do without a neck. 
And forrow is turned into joy before him or leaps 
and dances before him; it departs from him: 
he is not afraid of any thing, though ever fo 
threatning. Or forrow and diftrefs at the fight 
of him, in men and fithes, make them leap, and 
haften to get out of the way of him and efcape 
him. 

y. 23. The flakes of his flefh are joined together, 
&c.] The mufcles of his body are not flaccid and 
flabby, but folid and firmly compacted. They are 
firm in themfelves ; they cannot be moved; that is, 
not very éafily, not without a large fharp cutting 
knife, and that ufed with much ftrength. 

y¥. 24. fis heart is as firm as a ftones yea, as 
bard as a piece of the nether milftone.} Which muft 
be underftood not of the fubftance but of the qua- 
lities of it, being bold, courageous, undaunted and 
unmerciful; which is true both of the whale and 
crocodile, and particularly of the crocodile: #lia- 
nus* relates of one fort of them that they are un- 
merciful, though elfewhere* he reprefents them as 
fearful. - . 

¥. 25. When he raifetb up himfelf, &c.] Not out 
of the waters, but above the furface of them, {fo as 
that his large bulk, his terrible jaws and teeth, are 
feen. The mighty are afraid; not only fifhes and 
other animals, but men, and thefe the moft ftout- 
hearted and courageous, as mariners and matters of 
vefiels. By reafon of breakings they purify ihem- 
felves s 
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felves; either becaufe of the breaches of the fea 


made through the lifting up of this creature, 
threatning the overturning of veflels ; or of the 


breaches of mens hearts through fear, they are 


thrown into a vomiting, and purging both by 
{tool and urine, which are often the effects of fear, 


fo Ben Gerfom 3 or they acknowledge themfelves | 


finners, or expiate themfelves, endeavouring to 
do it by making confeffion of fin, declaring re- 
pentance for it, praying for forgivenefs of it, and 
promifing amendment ; which is frequently the 
cafe of fea-faring men in diftrefs; fee Yonah, 
chap. i. 

y. 26. The fword of him that layeth at bim cannot 
hold, &c.] It is either broken by ftriking at him, 
‘or however cannot pierce him and ftick in him ; 
but fince a fword is not ufed in fifhery, rather the 
harpagon or harpoon may be meant, which cannot 
enter into the crocodile, being, fo fenced with fcales; 
but the whale being ftruck with it, it enters deep 
into his flefh, and is wounded by it ; wherefore this 
and what follows in the next verfes, feems beft to 
agree with the crocodile, or fome other fith. The 


spear, the dart, nor the babergeon , that is, neither | 


of thefe can faften upon him or enter into.him: and 
yet it is certaim that the whale, after he has been 
ftruck and wounded. by the harping iron, men ap- 
proach nearer to him and thruft a long fteeled lance 
or fpear under his gills into his breaft, and through 
the inteftines, which difpatches him: darts are not 
made ufe of in the whale-fifhery ; and as for croco- 
diles, as Peter Martyr fays‘, they are not to be 
pierced with darts: the habergeon, or coat of mail, 
being a defenfive piece of armour, feems not to be 
defigned, as being, never ufed in taking fuch crea- 
tures; rather therefore a javelin or hand-dart may 
be intended; fince, as Bochart obferves, in the 
Arabic language, fuch an one is expreffed by this 
word, 

y. 27. He efteemeth iron as firaw, &c.] You 
may as well caft a ftraw at him as a bar of iron; it 
will make no impreffion on his fteeled back, which 
is as a coat of mail to him; fo Eu/ftathius afirms‘%, 
that the fharpeft iron is rebounded and blunted 
by him. . And dra/fs as rotten wood; or fteel, any 
inftrument made of it, though ever fo ftrong or 
piercing. 

¥, 28. The arrow cannot make him flee, &c.] 
The fkin of the crocodile is fo hard, as Peter Mar- 
tyr fays, that it cannot be pierced with arrows, as 
before obferved; therefore it is not afraid of them, 
nor will flee from them. S/ing-flones are turned 
with him into fiubble,; are no more regarded by 
him than if ftubble was caft at him; not only ftones 
out of a fling, but out of an engine; and fuch is 
the hardnefs of the fkin of the crocodile, that as 
Lfidore fays*, the ftrokes of the ftrongeft {tones are 
rebounded by it, yea even it is faid to be proof 
againft mufket-fhot ‘. 

y. 29. Darts are counted as ftubble, &c.] Darts 
being mentioned before, perhaps fomething elfe is 
meant here; and according to Ben Gerfom the word 
fignifies an engine out of which ftones are caft to 
batter down walls; but thele are of no avail againft 


the leviathan, He liugheth at the /haking of a {pears 


at him, knowing it cannot hurt him; the cro- 
codile, as Tbevenot fays *, is proof againft the hal- 
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Nile. 


berd. The Septuagint verfion is, the /haking of 
the pyropborus, or torch-bearer ; one that carried ° 
a torch before the army, who.when fhook it was 
a token to begin the battle; which the leviathan 
being fearlefs of laughs atit; fee the note on Oba- 
diak, ¥. 18. 

y. 30. Sharp ftones are under him, &c.) And. 
yet give him no pain nor uneafinefs. He /preadeth 
foarp=poinied things upon the mire ;, and makes his 
bed of them and lies upon them ;. as fharp ftones, 


_as before, fhells of fifhes, broken pieces of darts,, 


arrows, and javelins thrown at him, which falk 
around him: this does not fo well agree with the 
crocodile, the fkin of whofe belly is foft and thin ; 
wherefore dolphins plunge under it and cut it with 
a thorn, as Pliny" relates, or with fpiny fins’; but 
with the whale, which lies among hard rocks and 
fharp ftones, and large cutting pieces of ice, as im 
the northern. feas. 

y¥. 31. He maketh the deep to boil* like a pot, &c.} 
Which is all in a froth through the violent agita- 
tion and motion of the waves, caufed by its toffing, 
and tumbling about; which better fuits with the 
whale than the crocodile, whofe motion. in, the wa- 
ter is not fo vehement. Fe maketh the fea like a 
pot of ointment ; this alfo feems to make againft the 
crocodile, which is a river-fifh, and is chiefly in the 
Lakes indeed are fometimes called feas, in 
which crocodiles are found ;, yea they are alfo faid to. 
be in the feas, Ezek. xxxii.. 2. and Pliny 'fpeaks of 
them as common to the land, river and fea; and 
the Nile is in the A/koran™ called the fea, and its 


ancient name was oceames with the Egyptians, 1. e. ' 


in Greek, ocean, as Diodorus Siculus" afirms ; and 
fo it is thought to be the Egyptian fea in Wa. xi. 15. 
It is obferved that they leave a fweet fcent behind 
them, thus Peter Martyr°in his account of the 
voyages. of Columbus in the Weft Indies, fays, they 
fometimes met with crocodiles, which when they 
fled or took water, they left a very {weet favour be= 
hind them, fweeter than mufk ar caftoreum. Bute 
this does not come up to the expreflion here of 
making the fea like a pot of ointment; but the 
{perm of the whale comes much nearer to it, which 
is of a fat oily nature, and like ointment, and which 
the whale fometimes throws out in great abundance, 
fo that. the fea is covered with it ; whole pails full 
may be taken out of the water; it {wims upon the 
fea like fat ; abundance of it is feen in calm wea- 
ther, fo that it makes the fea all foul and flimy?: 
and there are a fort of birds, called mallemuck, 
which fly in great numbers and feed upon it % 
I cannot but remark what the bifhop of Ber- 
gen obferves * of the fea-ferpent, that its excre- 
ments float on the water in fummer time like fat 
flime. ; 

¥. 32. He maketh a path to fbine after bim, 
&c.] Upon the fea, by raifing a white froth 
upon it, through its vehement motion as it paffes 
along, or by the fperma ceti it cafts out and leaves 
behind it. It is faid * that whales will cut and 
plow the fea in fuch a manner, as to leave a 
fhining glittering path behind them, the length of: 
a German mile, which is three of ours. ~One 
would think the deep to be hoary; to be old and 
grey-headed, or white like the hair of the head 
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of an old man, a figure often ufed of the fea by — 
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poets‘; and hence wereus“, which is the fea, is 
faid to be an old man, becaufe the froth in the 
waves of it looks like white hair, 

¥. 33- Upon earth there is not bis like, &c.] As 
to form and figure ; in moft creatures there is fome 
likenefs between thofe in the fea and on the land, 
as fea-horfes, calves, €fc. but there is no Jikenefs 
between q whale and any creature on earth ; there 
is between the crocodile and the lizard; nor is any 
like the whale for the largenefs of its bulk; the 
Targum is, ** his dominion is not on the earth,” but 
on the fea, as Aben Ezra notes; but rather the 
fenfe is, there is no power on earth that he obeys 
and fubmits to, as the Tigwrine verfion; tho’ the 
meaning feems to be, that there is none like him, 
for what follows: Who is made without fear ; yet 
this agrees not neither with the crocodile, which 
fb lianus “ fays is fearful; nor with the whale, 
which will make off and depart at the fhoutings 
of men, blowing of trumpets, and making ufe of 
any tinkling inftruments, at which it is affrighted, 
as Strabo”, Philoftratus’, and Qlaus Magnus * re- 
Jate. It is obferved * of their valour, that if they 
fee a man or a long-boat, they go under water and 
yun away; and are never known to endeavour to 
hurt any man, but when in danger; though a 
voyager > of our own fays, ‘ We faw whales in 
‘ Whale-found,.and lying aloft on the water, not 
* fearing our fhips, or aught elfe.” The Targum is, 
<¢ He is made that he might not be broken;”” or 
bruifed, as Bochart; as reptiles ufually may, a- 
mong whom the crocodile may be reckoned, be- 
caufe of its fhort legs; and yet is made with 
fuch a hard fealy fkin, that it cannot be crufhed, 
bruifed and broken. Aben Ezra obferves that fome 
fay, the word du, that is, be, is wanting, and 
fhould be fupplied, be, i.e. God, made him with- 
out fear; or that he might not be bruifed: where- 
fore Cocceius interprets the following words entirely 
of God. 

¥. 34. He beboldeth all high things, &c.] Or 
who beholdeth all high things ; even he that made 
leviathan, that is, God, as the above interpreter : 
he does that which ob was bid to do, and could 
not ; beholds every one that is proud, and abafes 
him, chap. xl. 11, 12. and therefore he ought to 
acknowledge his fovereignty and fuperiority over 
him, and fubmit to him, He is a king over all 
the children of pride: the proud angels that fell, 
and all the proud fons of men; proud manarchs 
and potentates of the earth, fuch as Nebuchad- 
nezzar and others, But interpreters generally un- 
derftand all this either of the crocodile, or of a fifh 
of the whale-kind. Bochart obferves, that the 
crocodile, tho’ it has fhort legs, will behold and 
meet unterrified, beafts abundantly taller than it- 
felf, and with one ftroke of its tail, break their 
legs and bring them low; and will deftroy not 
only men, but all forts of beafts, as elephants, ca- 
mels, horfes, oxen, boars, and every animal what- 
foever. But others apply this to the whale, which 


beholds the toffing waves of the fea, which mount 
up to heaven; the clouds of heaven on high over 
it; the lofty cliffs or fhores, and fhips of the 
greateft bulk and height ; and which, when it lifts 
up itfelf above the water, equals the high mafts of 
fhips, and is abundantly fuperior to all the tribes 
of watry animals, or the beafts of the fea. But 
this feems not wholly to come up to the expreffions 
here ufed. Upon the whole ; as there are fome 
things that agree with the crocodile, and not the 
whale; and others that agree with the whale, of 
one fort or another, and not with the crocodile ; 
it is uncertain which is meant, and jt feems as if 
neither of them were intended: and to me very 
probable is the opinion of Fobannes Camerenfis.*, 
and to which the learned Schuliens moft inclines ; 
that the leviathan is the dragon of the land-fort, 
called /eviatban, the piercing ferpent, as diftinét 
from the dragon in the fea, J/gi. xxvii, 1. which 
agrees with the defcription of the /eviathan in the 
whole : as its prodigious bignefs ; its terrible coun- 
tenance, its wide jaws; its three-forked tongue; its 
three rows of fharp teeth; its being covered all 
over, back and belly, with thick feales, not to be 
penetrated by arrows and darts ; its flaming eyes, 
its fiery breath, and being moft terrible to all, and 
fearlefs of every creature ; it will engage with any, 
and. conquer and kill an elephant *; hence in Z- 
thiopia, dragons have no other names than elephant- 
killers: and fo it may be faid to be king over all 
the children of pride; of all which proof may be 
given from various writers, as Pliny *, Zlianus', 
Philoftratus *, and others; and particularly the 
dragon, Aitilius Regulus, the Roman general, killed 
near Bagrade in Africa, is a proof itlelf of almoft 
all the above articles, as O/orius ® has defcribed it ; 
nor is it any objection that the /eviathan is repre- 
fented as being in the fea, fince the dragon, even 
the land-dragon, will plunge into rivers, and is 
often found in lakes called feas, and in maritime 
places, and will go into the fea itfelf, as Pliny‘ 
and Philoftratus * relate. To which may be added, 
that this creature was found among the Trogloy 
dytes', who lived near the Red fea, and not far 
from Arabia, where Fob dwelt, and fo might be 
well known by him : and befides, of all creatures, 
it is the moft lively emblem of the devil, which 
all the ancient Chriftian writers make /eviathan 
to be; and Satan is exprefly called the dragon 
in Rev, xii. 3,9. So Suidas™ fays, the devil is 
called a dragon in YoP. But be the leviathan 
what it may, it certainly is an illuftrious inftance 
of the power of God in making it; and there- 
fore Fob and every other man opght to fubmit 
to him that made jt, in all things, and be hum- 
ble under his mighty hand; owning freely, that 
it is his right hand, and his only, and not man’s, 
that can fave, either in a temporal or fpiritua} 
fenfe ; for which end this and the debemath are ine 
ftanced in. 
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CHAP. XLII. 


HIS chapter contains 70b’s anfwer to the 

laft fpeech of the Lord’s, in which he ac- 
knowledges his omnipotence, and his certain per- 
formance of his purpofes and pleafure ; owns his 
own folly and ignorance, and confeffles his fins; for 
which he abhorred himfelf, and of which he re- 
pented, ¥. 1—6. it alfo gives an account of the 
Lord’s decifion of the controverfy between 70d and 
his friends, blaming them and commending him 
above them; and ordered them to take facrifices 
and go to Yob and offer them, who fhould pray for 
them and be accepted, which was done, y. 7, 8,9. 
and it clofes with a relation of the great profperity 
‘Fob was reftored unto, in which he lived and died, 
y¥. 1O—-17. 


x. 1. Then Fob anfwered the Lord, and faid,| 
For though he had faid he would anfwer no more, 
chap. xl. 5. yet. he might mean not in the manner 
he had, complaining of God and jouftifying him- 
felf ; befides he might change his mind without any 
imputation of falfhood or a lie; fee Fer. xx. g. to 
which may be added, that he had then faid all he 
had to fay, and did not know he fhould have more: 
he then confeffed as much as he was convinced of, 
but it was not enough; and now through what 
the Lord had fince faid to him he was more con. 
vinced of his ignorance, miftakes and fins, and 
had fuch a fight of God and of himfelf, that he 
could not forbear fpeaking; moreover an injunc- 
tion was laid upon him from the Lord to fpeak 
again, and therefore he was obliged to give in his 
anfwer ; fee chap. xl. 7. 

y¥. 2. L know that thou canft do every thing, &c.} 
As the works of creation, and the fuftentation of 
them fhew; fo the Targum, ‘ thou fuftaineft all 
<< things,” and can manage every creature made by 
him, even fuch as were not tractable by men, fuch 
as bebemoth and leviathan, the creatures laft in- 
ftanced in; and was able to abafe and bring low 
the proud, which Yd could not do; and could alfo 
fave him by his right hand, and bring him out of 
his low eftate in which he was, and raife him to 
great profperity again, which ‘fob always defpaired 
of till now ; and though he had a theoretical know- 
ledge of the omnipotence of God before, fee chap, 
ix. 4—-10. yet not a practical experimental know- 
ledge of it ; at leaft not to fuch a degree as he now 
had, working upon his heart, bowing his will, and 
bringing him to a refignation to the will of God ; 
he not only knew he could do all things, but thar 
he had a right to do what he pleafed; and that 
whatever he did he did well and wifely, and in a 
righteous manner, of which before he feemed to 
have fome doubt. And that no thought can be 
withbelden from thee; either no thought of men, 
good or bad, of God or of themfelves, and fo is an 
acknowledgment of the omnifcience of God, and 
may be an appeal to that; that God who. knows 
the fecrets of mens hearts, knew what thoughts 
Job now had of God; of the wifdom, righteouf- 
nefs, and goodnefs of God in the difpenfations of 
his providence, different from what he had before ; 
fee Yobu xxi. 17. or rather it may be underftood of 
every thought of God’s heart, of every fecret pur- 
pofe and wife counfel of his; which, as they are.all 
well known to him, and cannot be withheld from 
having effect, or the performance of them hinder- 


ed ; Fob now faw and was fully affured that all that 
had befallen him was according to the fovereign 
and unfcrutable purpofes of God, and according to 
the wife counfels of his will; he knew that not only 
God could do every thing, but that he alfo did 
whatever he pieafed. 

¥. 3. Who is he that hideth counfel without know- 
ledge? &c.] It may be underftood and fupplied as 
it is by Cocceius, Thou did/t fay ; as the Lord had faid, 
or to this purpofe, chap.xxxvili.2. fee the note there, 
to which Fob here replies, I am the foolifh man 
that has done it, I own it with forrow, fhame and 
confufion : or it may be interpreted as condemning 
every other man that fhould aét the like part. 
Schultens underftands this as fpoken by ob of 
God, and renders the words, ** who is this that feals 
“< up counfel, which cannot be known ?” the coun- 
fels, purpofes, and decrees of God are fealed up by 
him, among his treafures, in the cabinet of his own 
breaft, and are not to be unfealed and unlocked by 
creatures, but are impenetrable to them, paft find- 
ing out by them, and not to be fearched and pried 
into; and fo the fecret fprings of providence are 
not to be known, which od had attempted, and 
for which he condemns himfelf. Therefore bave £ 
uttered that I underftood not; concerning the pro- 
vidential dealings of God with men, afflicting the 
righteous and fuffering the wicked to profper, par- 
ticularly relating to his own afflictions; in which 
he arraigned the wifdom, juftice, and goodnefs of 
God, as if things might have been better done 
than they were; but now he owns his ignorance 
and folly, as 4/aph did in a like cafe, P/al. Ixxiii, 
22. Things too wonderful for me, which I knew not; 
things out of his reach to fearch into, and beyond 
his capacity to comprehend; what he fhould have 
gazed upon with admiration, and there have ftop- 
ped. The judgments of God are a great deep, not to 
be fathomed with the line of human underftanding, 
of which it fhould be faid with the apoftle, O, the 
depth, Sc. Fob ought to have done as David did, 
Pfal, cxxxi. 1. of which he was now conyinced, 
and laments and confefies his folly. 

y. 4, Hear, I befeech thee, and I will fpeak, &c.} 
Not in the manner he had before, complaining of 
God and juftifying himfelf, but in a way of hum- 
ble intreaty of favours of him, of confeffion of fin 
before him, and of acknowledgment of his wifdom, 
goodnefs, and juftice in all his dealings with him, 
which before he arraigned. J will demand of thee ; 
or rather J will make petition to thee, as Mr Brough- 
ton renders it; humbly afk a favour, and intreat a 
gracious anf{wer ; for to demand is not fo agreeable 
to the frame and temper of foul ob was now in. 
And declare thou unto me, or make him know 
what he knew not; he now in ignorance applies 
to God, as a God of knowledge, to inform hin 
in things he was in the dark about, and increafe 
what knowledge he had. He was now willing 
to take the advice of .Eitbu, and purfue it, chap, 
RXXIV. 31, 32. - 

y. 5. I bave beard of thee by the bearing of the — 
ear, &c.] From his anceftors, who in a traditio- 
nary way had handed down from one to another 
what they knew of God, his will and worthip, his 
works and ways; and from thofe who had the care 
of his education, parents and tutors, who had in- 
{tilled the principles of religion, and the knowledge — 
of 
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of divine things, into him very early ; and from 
fuch as might inftruét in matters of religion in a 
public manner; and both by ordinary and extraor- 
dinary revelation made unto him, as was fometimes 
granted to men in that age in which Fob lived ; fee 
chap. iv. 16, 17. and xxxili. 14, 15,16. Though 
he had heard more of God through his fpeaking to 
him out of the whirlwind than ever he did before, 
to which he had attentively liftened; and the phrafe 
hearing by or with the hearing of the ear, denotes 
clofe attention; fee Ezek. xliv.5. But now mine 
eye feeth thee, thy fhekinah, as Farchi;, thy divine 
glory and majefty ; the Jogos, the Word or Son of 
God, who now appeared in an human form and 
fpake to Fob out of the whirlwind ; and whom he 
jaw with the eyes of his body, as feveral of the pa- 
triarchs had feen him, and which is the fenfe of an 
ancient writer"; though no doubt he faw him alfo 
with the eyes of his underftanding, and had a clearer 
fight of his living Redeemer, the Meffiah, than ever 
he had before; and faw more of God in Chrift, of 
his nature, perfeétions, and glory, than ever he had 
as yet feen; and what he had heard of him came 
ate fhort of what he naw faw; particularly he 

ada moreclear and diftinét view of the fovereignty, 
wifdom, goodnefs, and juftice of God in the deal- 
ings of his providence with the children of men, 
and with himfelf, to which now he humbly fub- 
mitted, 

y. 6. Wherefore I abbor myfelf, &c.] Or all 
my words, as Aben Ezra; all the indecent expref- 
fions he had uttered concerning God; he could not 
bear to think of them ; he lothed them, and him- 
felf on account of them: fin is abominable in its 
Own nature, and makes men fo; it is lothfome to 
God, and fo it is to all good men when they fee it 
in its proper light; and efpecially when they have 
a view of the purity and holinefs of God, to which 
that is fo very contrary, and alfo of his grace and 
goodnefs in the forgivenefs of it; fee [/a. vi. 3, 5. 
#izek, xvi. 63. and xx. 44. And repent in dust 
and afbes; which was an external ceremony ufed 
by mournful and penitent perfons; fee cbap. il. 8. 
Fonab iii. 6. and is expreflive of the truth and 
fincerity of repentance; and never do any more 
truly mourn for fin and repent of it, are more 
afhamed of it, or have a more gadly forrow for it, 
or more ingenuoufly confefs it, and heartily for- 
fake it, than thofe who with an eye of faith, be- 
hold God in Chrift as a fin- forgiving God; or be- 
hold their fins through the glafs of pardoning grace 
and mercy; fee Zech, xii, 10. Lwke vil. 37, 47. 
1 Tim. i. 13. 

¥. 7. And it was fo, &c,] What follows came 
to pafs. That after the Lord had fpoken thefe words 
unto Fob which he fpake to him out of the whirl- 
wind, and after he had heard Yob’s confeffion, and 
the declaration he made of his humiliation and re- 
pentance: the Lord faid to Elipbaz the Temanite ; 
who with his two friends were ftill prefent and heard 
the fpeeches of the Lord to Fob, and the acknow- 
ledgment he had made of fin; though fome° think 
that when the difpute ended between Fob and them, 
they returned to their own country; where E/iphaz 
is now fuppofed to be, and was bid with his two 
friends to go to Fob again, which they did, as is 
concluded from the following verfes; but no doubt 
they ftaid and heard what Eiibu had to fay; and 
the voice of the Lord out of the whirlwind would 
command their attention and ftay; and very defir- 
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ous they muft be to know how the caufe would ga 
for or againft Fob ; the latter of which they might 
expect trom the appearance of things. Now the 
Lord direéts his fpeech to Eliphaz, he being per- 
haps the principal man on account of his age, wif- 
dom and wealth, and being the man that led the 
difpute, began it, and farmed the plan ta go upon, 
and was the moft fevere on Fob of any of them ; | 
wherefore the Lord faid to him, My wrath is kin- 
dled againft thee, and again thy two friends; wha 
were Bildad the Shubite, and Zophar the Naama- 
thite ; who gave into the fame fentiments with ZA- 
phaz, and went upon the fame plan, fpeaking wrong 
things of God, charging 7b falfly, and condemn- 
ing him; which provoked the Lord, and caufed his 
wrath to be kindled like fire againft them, of which 
there were fome appearances and breakings forth 
in his words and conduct towards them. for ye 
have not /poken of me the thing that is right, as my 
Servant Fob bath ; they had faid many right things 
of God, and ob had faid many wrong ones of him, 
and yet upon the whole od had faid righter things 
of God than they; their notion, and which they 
had exprefied, was, that God deals with men in this 
life according to their outward behaviour; that God 
did nat afflict good men, at leaft not forely, nor 
long ; and that wicked men were always punifhed 
now: from whence they drew this inference, that 
Fob, being fo long and fo greatly affiicted, muft 
be a bad man, or God would never have dealt with 
him after this manner. ¥od, on the other hand, af- 
firmed, that wicked men enjoyed great profperity, 
which good men did not; and therefore the love 
and hatred of God were not known by thefe things; 
and mens characters were not to be judged of by 
thefe outward things; in which he was doubtlefs 
right: fome render the words have not /poken unta 
me”, before him, in his prefence; for they were all 
before God, and to him they all appealed, and he 
heard and obferved al] that wag faid, and now pafled 
judgment. No notice is taken of Elihu, nor blame 


-laid on him ; he acting as a moderator, taking nei- 


ther the part of Fob, nor of his friends, but blaming 
both ; nor did he pretend to charge ob with any 
fins of his former life as the caufe af his calamities ; 
only takes up fome indecent, unguarded, and ex- 
travagant expreffions of his in the heat of this con- 
troverfy, and rebukes him for them ; and through- 
out the whole vindicates the juftice of God in his 
dealings with him. — : 
¥.8. Therefore take unto you now feven bullocks, 
and feven rams, &c.| Creatures ufed in facrifice 
before the giving of the levitical law, Gen. iv. 4. 
and viii. 20. and xv, 9. and the fame number of 
the fame creatures were offered by Balaam in the 
country of Moab, not far from where 7od lived, 
nor at any great diftance of time from his age, 
Numb, xxiii, 1, 2, and among the Gentiles in af- 
ter-times 9. And thefe were typical of Chrift, be- 
ing ftrong creatures, efpecially the buJlocks, and 
which were ufed for labour ; and the number feven, 
may point at the perfection of Chrift’s facrifice ; 
to which thefe men were directed in their facrifices 
to look for the complete atonement of their fins, 
Now tho’ they were not at their own dwellings, . 
and could not take thefe out of their own herds 
and flocks, and ob had none, yet they could pur- 
chafe them of others; and which having done, 
they are bid to do as follows: And go to my fer, 
vant Fob, ang offer up for yourfelves a purnt-offer- 
ing; 
P 88 ad me, 
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ing 5 that is, by %ob, who was to offer it for them 
in their name, and at whofe hands the Lord would 
accept it, and for his fake, ‘Fob, as the head and 
matter of his family, was wont to facrifice, as e- 
very fuch man did before the Aaronical priefthood 
took place, chap. i. 5. Now this was doing Job 
a great deal of honour, both by calling him his 
fervant, as before in the preceding verfe, and twice 
more in this; which was plainly giving the caufe 
on his fide; confirming the character he always 
bore, and ftill retained; and declaring he had o- 
ther thoughts of him than his friends had ; as well 
by fending them to him with their facrifices ta of- 
fer for them; which was faying, that they had 
finned, and muft offer facrifice, and that ob was 
in the right ; and therefore muft offer the facrifice 
for them. This was putting them on a great 
piece of {elf-denial; that men, who were older than 
Fob, great perfonages, heads of families, and who 
had been wont to offer facrifices in them, yet are 
now fent to Fob to offer them for them; a man 
now in mean circumftances, and whom they had 
treated with great contempt; and he in his turn 
had ufed them as roughly. And it was alfo a trial 
of Fob’s grace and of his forgiving fpirit, to do 
this for them, and pray to God on their behalf: 
and the Lord’s defign in it was, to exercife the 
graces of them both, and to reconcile them to one 
another, and to himfelf. And my fervant Fob fhall 
pray jor you; that their facrifice might be accepted, 
and their fin pardoned. In this 70d was a type of 
Chrift, as he was in many other things; fee the 
notes on chap. xvi. 9-13. and xxx. 8, 9, 10. 
There is an agreement in his name, Yo), whether 
it fignifies love or hatred, defired or hated, in both 
ways the etymology of it is given; it agrees with 
Chrift, who is beloved of God and man, and the de- 
fire of all nations; who hates iniquity, and was 
hated for his inveighing againft it. 70d was a type of 
him in his threefold ftate; before his low eftate, in 
it, and after it; fee Phil. ii, 610. In his temp- 
tations by Satan, and fufferings from men; and 
particularly in his office as a prieft, who both of- 
fered himfelf a facrifice for his people, and offers 
their fervices and facrifices of prayer and praife to 
God ; and who prayed for his difciples, and for 
all the Father has given him, for tran{greffors and 
finners, and even for his enemies that ufed him 
ill. Lor bim will I accept; or his face, that is, 
hear his prayer, and grant what is afked by him; 
as well-as accept his facrifice. Le I deal with 
you after your folly ; as all fin is, being committed 
again{t God ; a breach of his law, and injurious to 
men themfelves ; fee Deut. xxxil. 6. and iv. 6, 
Prov. viii. 36. Tho’ here it feems to be reftrained 
to their particular fin and folly in their difpute with 
Fob; want of wifdom in them was difcerned by 
Elibu, chap. xxxii. 7, 9. So. it follows: Jn that 
ye have not fpoken of me the thing which is right, 
like my fervant Fob; and if by neglect of his ad- 
vice, which would have been another inftance of 
their folly, they had provoked the Lord to deal 
with them as their fin deferved, it muft have gone 
hard with them. The Targum is, * left I fhould 
“* do with you, what would be a reproach’? (or dif- 
grace;) would put them to fhame, and make them 
appear ignominious to men; as by {tripping them 
of their fubftance and honour, and reducing them 
to the condition 7ob was in. 

¥.9. So Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the 
Siubite, and Zophar the Naamathite went, &c.} 
Having taken the above creatures for facrifice, as 
dicected, they went to Fob with them. And. did 
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according as the Lord ‘commanded them; offered 
them by ¥od for a burnt-offering, and defired him 
to pray for them. This they did both as to mat- 


ter and manner, as the Lord ordered them; and — 


they did it immediately, without ccna flefh 


and blood, the pride and other paffions of their — 


hearts ; and they all united in it, and ferved the 
Lord with one confent, which fhewed them to be 

ood men. The Lord alfo accepted Fob; the facri- 
ae. he offered; perhaps by fending fire from hea- 
ven, which confumed the burnt-offering : or the 
face of Fob; he heard his prayer for his friends, 
and granted his requeft for them: or the perjon of 
Job, as Mr Broughton renders it; Fob in this was 
a type of Chrift alfo, who is always heard in his 
interceffion and mediation for his people. God 
has refpect to his perfon, which is always accepta- 
ble to him, and in whom he is well pleafed; and 
he has refpect to his offering and facrifice, which 
is of a fweet-fmelling favour to him. And the 
perfons of his people are accepted in him the 
beloved, and all their fervices and facrifices of 
prayer and praife, Matt. iii. 17. Ephef.i. 6. 1 Peter 
li. 5. The Targum is, “ they did as the Word of 
‘* the Lord fpake unto them, and the Word of the 
‘¢ Lord accepted the face of Fob.” 

y. 10. And the Lord turned the captivity of Fob, 
&c.] Not literally, in fuch fenfe as Lot’s capti- 
vity was turned ; for 7ob’s perfon was not feized 
on and carried away, though his cattle were: nor 
fpiritually, being delivered from the captivity of 
fin; that had been his cafe many years ago, when 
firft converted: but it is to be underftood of his 


‘reftoration from afflictions and calamities, to a ~ 


happy ftate; as of the return of his fubftance, his 
health and friends, and efpecially of his deliver- 
ance from Satan, in whofe hands he had been 
fome time, and by him diftreffed both in body 
and mind, But now his captivity was turned, 
and he was freed from all his diftreffes; and even 
from thofe which arofe from the dealings of God 
with him, which he was now fully fatisfied about; 
and this was done, when he prayed for his friends ; 
as he was directed todo. A good man will not 
only pray for himfelf, as %ob doubtlefs did, but 
for.others alfo; for his natural and fpiritual friends, 
yea for unkind friends, and even for enemies like- 
wife: and the prayer of an upright man is very 


acceptable to the Lord; and many mercies and. 


bleffings come by it ; and even prayer for others, 
is profitable to a man’s felf; and fometimes he 
foon reaps the benefit of it, as fob now did. For 
when and while he was’ praying, or quickly upon 
it, there was a turn in his affairs; he prefently 


found himfelf in better health; his friends came _ 


about him, and his fubftance began to increafe ; 
Satan had no more power over him, and the pre- 
fence of God was with him, All which was of 
the Lord; and he enjoyed it in the way of prayer, 
and as the fruit of that. //o the Lord gave Fob 
twice as much as he bad before; or added to him 
double. Which chiefly refpeéts his fubftance ; 
his cattle, as appears from y¥.12. and might be 
true both with refpect to things temporal and fpi- 
ritual. Double may denote an abundance, a large 
meafure of good things; fee Zech, ix. 12. 

. 11. Then came there unto him all bis brethren, 


and all bis fiters, &cc.| Which may be taken nor ~— 


in a ftrict fenfe, but in a larger fenfe for all that 
were related to him ; the fame with his kinsfolks, 
chap. xix. 14. And all they that bad. been of bis 
acquaintance before; that knew him, vifited him, 
converfed with him, and kept up a friendly corre- 


fpondence — 
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fpondence with him ; the circle of his a¢quaintance 
muft have been large, for wealth makes many 


. friends: now thefe had been fhy of him, and kept 


at a diftance from him, during the time of his af- 
fliction and diftrefs 5 fee chap. xix. 13, 14, 19. but 
hearing he was in the favour of God, and the caufe 
was given on his fide, and againft his friends, and 
his affairs began to take a more favourable turn, 
they came to him again, and paid him a friendly 
vifit, even all of them. zd did eat bread with him 
in bis boufe; expreffing their joy for his recovery, 
and renewing their friendfhip with him: this was 
done either at their own expence or at 7ob’s, for 
he might not be fo poor at the worft as he is by 
moft reprefented ; for he had ftill an houfe of his 
own, and furniture in it, and fervants to wait up- 
on him, as appears from chap. xix. 15,16. nor 
do we read of any thing being taken out of his 
houfe from him; he might ftill have gold and fil- 
ver, and fo could entertain his friends: and being 
a man of an excellent fpirit received them kindly, 
without upbraiding them with their unkindnefs in 
deferting him when afflicted. dnd they bemoaned 
him; fhook their heads at him, pitying his cafe, 
that is, which ‘he had been in; for this they might 
do, though things were now better with him, and 
might exprefs themfelves in fuch manner.as this, 
s* Poor man, what haft thou endured? what haft 
thou gone through by difeafes of body, lofs of fub- 
ftance, and vexation from friends?” and befides, 
though things began to mend with him, he was 
not come at once to the pitch of happinefs he ar- 
rived unto; fo that there might be {till room for 
bemoaning, he being comparatively in poor cir- 
cumftances to what he was before. And comforted 
him over all the evil that the Lord had brought up- 
on him; the evil of afflictions, of body and eftate ; 
which, though by means of Satan and wicked men, 
was according to the will of God, and might be 
faid to be brought on him and done to him by the 
Lord, Amos iil. 6. and they congratulated him 


_ upon his deliverance from them. very man aljo 


gave him a piece of money, or a lamb ; which fome 
underftand in a proper fenfe, as being what might 
ferve towards making up his lofs of fheep, and in- 
creafing his ftock of them but others with us take 
it for a piece of money, in which fenfe it is ufed in 
Gen. xxxiii. 19. Fo. xxiv. 32. compared with Ais 
vii. 16. which might have the figure of a lamb im- 
preffed upon it ; as we formerly had a piece of mo- 
ney called an angel, having the image of one ftamp- 
ed on it; and it was ufyal with the ancients both 
to barter with cattle inftead of money before the 
coining of it, and when it was coined to imprefs 
upon it the figure of cattle; hence the Latin word 
pecunia for money, is from pecus cattle"; this piece 
of money in 4frica is the fame with the Jewifh 
meab*, which weighed fixteen barley corns, the va- 
lue of a penny. And every one an ear-ring of gold 
or a jewel fet in gold; fuch men ufed to wear in 
Arabia, as appears from Fudges viii. 24. however 
Job could turn them into money, and increafe his 
flock of cattle thereby. Though perhaps thefe 
prefents were made him, not fo much to enrich 
him, but as tokens of renewing their friendfhip 
with him; it being then ufual in the eaftern coun- 
tries, as it is to this day, that whenever they pay 
vifits, even to the greateft perfonages, they always 
carry prefents with them; fee 1 Sam. ix. 7. 

¥. 12. So the Lord bleffed the latter end of Fob 
more than bis beginning, &c.] Which verified the 
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words of Bildad, chap. viii. 6, 7. though they were 
{poken by him only by way of fuppofition. All 
bleffings are of the Lord, temporal and fpiritual, 
and fometimes the laft days of a good man are his 
beft, as to temporal things, as were David’s, and 
here Fob’s; though this is not always the cafe: 
however if their laft days are but the beft in fpiri- 
tual things, that is enough; if they have more faith, 
hope, love, patience, humility, and felf-denial, and 
refignation of will to the will of God; are more 
holy, humble, fpiritually and heavenly minded ; 
have more light and knowledge in divine things ; 
have more peace and joy, and are more fruitful in 
every good work, and more ufeful ; and often they 
are in their very laft moments moft chearful and 
comfortable: the beft wine is referved till laft. 
For be had fourteen thoufand fheep, and fix tooufand 
camels, and a thoufand yoke of oxen, and a thoufand 
Jbe-affes, juft double the number of each of what 
he had before, chap. 1. 3, 

y. 13, He had alfo feven fons, and three daugh- 
ters.] The fame number of children, and of the 
fame fort he had before, chap. i. 2. and according 
ta Nachman the very fame he had before, which 
the additional letter in the word /even ts with him 
the notification of ; fo that the doubling of what he 
had before, ¥. 10. refpects only his fubftance, and 
particularly his cattle; though the Targum fays he 
had fourteen fons, and fo Farchit; others think 
thefe may be faid to be double to ‘fod in their good 
qualities, external and internal, in their difpofitions, 
virtues, and graces ; and others, inafmuch as his 
former children were not loft, but lived with God, 
and would live for ever, they might now be faid 
to be double ; and fo they confider this as a proof 
of the immortality of the foul, and of the refurrec- 
tion of the body; but thefe fenfes are not to be 
trufted to; whether thefe children were by a former 
wife or another, is uncertain. 

¥. 14, And be called the name of the first, Femi- 
ma, &c.| That is, the name of the firft and eldeft 
daughter was called by fod, Femima; which either 
fignifies day, fo the Targum interprets it, and moft 
do, and fo is the fame with Diana ; or as Spanbeim* 
obferves, it may be the fame with the dradic word 
Femama, which fignifies a turtle or dove”; and 
who alfo obferves that a country in Arabia is fo 
called, and perhaps from her; and which feems to 
be confirmed by the Arabic geographer*, who 
{peaks of a queen called Famama, who dwelt in a 
city of the country he defcribes, as being on the 
north of Arabia Felix, and alfo {peaks of a way 
from thence to Bozrah in Edom. And the-name of 
the fecond, Kezia; or Caffia; an aromatic herb of 
a very fragrant fmell, as we render the word, P/a/. 
xly. 8, and from this perfon the above learned 
writer conjectures mount Cafjus in Arabia might 
have its name. nd the name of the third, Keren- 
bappuch; which fignifies an horn or vefiel of paint, 
fuch as the eaftern women ufed to paint their faces, 
particularly their eyes with, Zer. iv. 30. and as 
Fezebel did, 2 Kings ix. 30. or the ray of a precious 
Stone; fome fay the carbuncle ” or ruby ; according 
the Targum, the emerald ; in 1 Coron. xxix. 2, the 
word is rendered glittering ftones. Now thefe 
names may have refpect to 7ob’s daughters them- 
felves, to their external beauty, afterwards obferved; 
fo the Targum, “ he called the one Femima, be~ 
“¢ caufe her beauty was as the day; the other he 
*¢ called Kezia, becaufe fhe was precious like cafe 
*¢ fia, and another he called Keren-bappuch, bee 


“¢ caufe 

* Plin.Nat Hift. 1.18. c.3. &1.33.¢.3. Alex.ab Alex.Genial.Dier.1.4.c.15. * T.Bab.Rofhhafhanah, fol.26.1. t Vid, 

Balmef. Gram. Strat. 26. u Hitt. Jobi, c.12. £7. © Golii Lexie, Arab, col. 2767, 2768. * Geograph. Nub, 
Ciimat. 2. par. 6. yY Hiller, Onomattic. Sacr. p. 356. 


Vou. HI. Ne 36, 


6] 


oo 
«« caufe great was the brighnefs of the glory of her 
“¢ countenance, as the emerald.” The complex- 
jon of the firft might be clear as a bright day, 
though like that but of a fhort continuance ; fee 
Cant. vi. 10. the next might have her name from 
the fragrancy and {weetneis of her temper 5 and the 
third, as being fo beautiful that fhe needed no paint 
to fet her off, but was beauty and paint herfelf; or 
her beauty was as bright and dazzling as a preci- 
ous ftone; fee Lam. iv. 7. Or thefe may refpect 
their internal qualities, virtues, and graces; being 
children of the day and not of the night ; having 
a good name, which is better than all fpices ;_and 
poffefied of fuch graces as were comparable to jew- 
els and precious ftones, Though it might be, that 
Fob, in giving them thefe names, may have refpect 
to the change of his ftate and condition; his firft 
daughter he called Femima or day, becaufe it was 
now day with him: he had been in the night and 
darknefs of adverfity, temporal and fpiritual, but 
now he enjoyed a day of profperity, and of ‘{piri- 
tual light and joy; the juftnefs of his caufe appear- 
ed, his righteoufnefs was brought forth as the light, 
and his judgment as noon-day; and the difpenfa- 
tions of divine providence appeared to him in a 
different light than he had feen them in : his fecond 
daughter he called Kezia, or Caffia, an herb of a 
fweet fmell, in oppofition to the ftench of his ulcers 
and of his breath, which had been fo very offen- 
five, and from which he was now free; and may 
denote alfo the recovery of his good name, better 
than precious ointment, in which caffia was an in- 
gredient: his youngeft daughter he called Keren- 
pappuch, the horn of paint, in oppofition to his horn 
being defiled in the duft, and his face foul with 
weeping, chap. xvi. 15, 16. or if Keren-happuch 
fignifies the born turned, as Peritfol interprets it, it 
may have refpect to the ftrange and fudden turn of 
Job's affairs: and itis eafy to obferve, that men have 
given names to their children on account of their pre- 
fent ftate and condition, or on account of the change 
of a former one; fee Gen.xli. 51,52. Exod. xviii.3,4. 
¥. 15. And in all the land were no women found 
fo fair as the daughters of Fob, &c.] Either in the 
whole world, which is not improbable : or it niay 
be rather in the land or country in which they dwelt; 
and which may be gathered from their names, as 
before obferved. ‘The people of God, and chil- 
dren of Chrift, the antitype of Zod, are all fair, 
and there is no {pot in them ; a perfe¢tion of beauty, 
perfectly comely, thro’ the comelinefs of Chrift put 
upon them, and are without fpot or wrinkle, or any 
‘uch thing. And their father gave them inheritance 
among their brethren, which was done not on ac- 
count of their beauty or virtue; nor is this ob- 
ferved fo much to fhew the great riches of ob, that 
he could give his daughters as much as his fons ; 
as his impartiality to his children, and his ftriét juf- 
tice and equity in diftributing his fubftance to them 
all alike, making no difference between male and 
female. And fo in Chrift, the antitype of Fo, there 
is neither male nor female, no difference between 
them; but being all children, they are heirs, heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Chrift, and equally par- 
take of the fame inheritance with the faints in light. 
¥. 16. After this lived Fob an hundred and forty 
years, &c.] Not after he had arrived to the height 
of his profperity ; not after the birth of his children, 
and they were grown up, and had their portions 
given them, which muft take in a confiderable num- 
ber of years; but after his affi€tions were over, and 
his profperity began: and if his years were doubled, 
as fome think, tho’ that is not certain, then he muft 
be feventy years of age when he was fo forely af- 
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fliged, and muft live to the age of two hund 
and ten; which is the common notion of the Fea, 
writers *: however, he muft be fifty or fixty years 
of age at that time, fince his former children were 
grown up and were for themfelves ; and itis faid *, 
his afflictions continued feven years. So that it is 
not at all improbable, that he lived to be about 
two hundred years of age; and which was fingu- 
lar blefling of God to him, if you compare his ag 
with that of Facob, Fofeph, Mofes and Fofoua, be- 
tween the two former and the two latter he may: 
be fuppoféd to live. And faw his fons, and bis fons 
fons, even four generations; Fofeph faw-but the 
third, Fob the fourth, he was a great-great-grand- 
father. This was no doubt a pleafant fight to him,’ 
to fee fuch a numerous offspring defcending from’ 
him; and efpecially if they were walking in the ways’ 
of God, as probably they were, fince no doubt he 
would take all the care of their education that in him 
lay. This is the great blefling promifed to the Me 
fiah, the antitype of 702, J/a lui.to. feealfol/a.lix.21. 
¥.17. So Fob died, &c.} As every man does, 
though he lived fo long, and as Metbujélab the 
oldeft man did; and though a good man, the beft 
of men die as well as others: /o Fob died, as a 
good man, in the Lord, in faith and hope of eter~ 
nal life and happinefs; and fo he died in all his 
outward profperity and happinefs, having great 
fubftance and a numerous offspring. © Being old ; 
as he might be truly called, being two hundred 
years of age-or thereabout: and full of days; lived 
out all his days, the full term of life in common, 
and longer than it was ufual for men to live. He 
had a long life to fatisfaction, as is promifed, P/al. 
xci. 16. He lived as long as he defired to live, was 
quite fatisfied with living; not that he lothed life, 
as he once did, and in that fenfe he-did, and from 
fuch principles and with fuch views as he then had, 
chap. vii. 15, 16. But he had enough of life, and 
was willing to die; and came to his grave, as Hii- 
phaz faid, like a shock of corn in his feafon, chap. 
v.26, Adrichomius’, from certain travellers, {peaks 
of the fepulchre of ob, in the form of a pyramid, 
in the plains of the land of Uz, to the eaft of the 
city Sueta, fhewn to this day, and had in great 
honour by Greeks and others; and which is more 
probable than what fome fay ‘, that his grave is in 
Conftantinople, where there is a gate called Fol’s’ 
gate, from thence: but the 7od there buried, was a 
general of the Saracens, who died befieging that 
city with a numerous army, and was there buried, 
A.D. 675%, There is a fragment at the end of 
the Septuagint and Arabic verfions of this book, faid 
to be tranflated from a Syriac copy, which gives a’ 
very particular account of ‘70b’s defcent; as, that’ 
“* he dwelt in the land of 4ufitis, on the borders of 
“* Idumea and Arabia; that his name was firft Fo- 
‘¢ bab; that he married an Arabian woman, and 
‘* begot a fon, whofe name was Exnon; that his fa- 
“‘ ther was Zare, a fon of the fons of E/au; that 
‘‘ his mother was Boforra (or Bofra) and that he 
‘¢ was the fifth from Abrabam. And thefe are the 
*« kings that reigned in Edom, which country he 
** reioned over; the firft was Balac, the fon of Beor, 
«* the name of whofe city was Denwaba; after Balac, 
<* Fobab called Fob; after him dfom, who was go- 
‘© vernor in the country of Zéeman; after him Adad, 
«¢ the-fon of Barad, who cut off Midian in the aS 
“< of Moab, the name of whofe city was Gethaim, * 
«¢ The friends that came to him (7ob) were Elipbaz, 
<¢ of the fons of Efau, the king of the Themanites ; * 
<¢ Baldad, king of the Saucheans; and Sopbar, ki Per 
“ the Mineans.’? The fubftance of this is confirmed. 
by Arifteus, Philo and Polyhiftor *, ancient hiftor ans, 
@ Suidas in voce Iw6. © > Theatrum Terre S. p93 et 
¢ Apud Eufeb. Prepar, Evangel. 1.9. ¢. 25. i 
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eee TLE title of this book may be 
rendered tbe book of praifes or 
hymns 3 the pfalm which our 
Lord fung at the pafiover, is 
sq Called an hymn, Matt. xxvi. 30. 
y and the 145th pfalm is intitled 
monn an bymn of David; and 
the pfalms in general are called hymns by Pdilo the 
Jew *, and fongs and hymns by Fofephus?; and 
to thefe feveral names of this book, the apoftle ma- 
nifeftly refers in Ephef, v. 19. Col, ili, 16. The 
Jews divided the writings of the Old Teftament 
into three parts: the firft divifion is the Law, or 
five books of Mofes ; the fecond is the Prophets, 
former and latter; and the third, the hagiographa, 
or holy writings; to which divifion Chrift has a 
regard in Luke xxiv, 44. and becaufe the book of 
Pialms ftands firft in the laft divifion, the whole 
goes by its name. This book by the apoftle Peter 
is intitled as here, és i. 20. the title in the Sy- 
riac verfion is, ** the Book of the Pfalms of David, 
¢¢ king and prophet,’ with which agrees the 4ra- 
bic verfion. As to the divine authority of it, that 
it was written by infpiration of God, we have not 
not only the teftimony of David, who fays, the 
Spirit of God foake by me, 2 Sam. xxiii. 2, but the 
teftimonies of Chrift and. his apoftles, Ma/t. xxii. 
43. Adsi. 16. andiv. 24, 25. and, as dben Ezra ‘ 
obferves, the whole of it was fpoken wa}prR nN3 
by the holy Ghoff. Concerning the penman or 
amanuenfis, employed by the Spirit of God in 
writing it, there are different opinions, The Jews 
make mention of ten, which are differently reckon- 
ed by them. According to archi *, they were 
Adam, Melchizedek, Abrabam, Mofes, David, So- 
lomon, Afapb, and the three fons of Korab, Ac- 
cording to Kimchi *, they were Adam, the firft, 
Melchizedek, Abraham, Afaph, Heman, Feduthun, 
Mofes, and the three fons of Korab; Afir, Elka- 
gab and Abiafaph, Some afcribe all the pfalms to 
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David ‘, and think that thofe which are faid to be 
a plalm of A/aph, or of Heman, &c. fhould be 
rendered, @ pfalm to Afaph, &c, and only fignify 
that they were pfalms delivered to them, to be 
fung ina public manner. But the trueft opinion 
feems to be, that the greater part of them were 
written by David, and for the moft part thofe that 
have no title; and the reft by thofe whofe names 
they bear. Some were written at and after the Ba- 
bylonifh captivity, as P/alm cxxvi. and cxxxvii. The 
manner or form in which they were written. was 
metre ®, though fome deny it, that the Jews had 
metre ; as appears by the different accentuation of 
them from other writings, and from their being 
fung vocally and on mufical inftruments. e/e- 
phus*, the Jewith hiftorjan, fays, that ** David 
‘¢ being free from war, and enjoying a profound 
*¢ peace, compofed fongs and hymns to God, of 
“< various metre ; fome trimetre, and fome penta- 
«¢ metre; z.¢. fome of three feet, and others of 
five feet: for the Pfalms of David are thought to 
be of the dyric kind; and Gomarus in his Lyra hag 
given many inftances out of them, which are of the 
iambic, trocbaic kind, €c. tho’ the Jews for many 
years have loft the knowledge of the facred poetry. 
R. Benjamin’ indeed fays, that in his time there 
were at Bagdad, R. Eleazar and his brethren, who 
knew how to fing the fongs, as the fingers did 
when the temple was ftanding, The fubject-mat- 
ter of this book is exceeding great and excellent: 
many of the pfalms refpeét the perfon, offices and 
grace of Chrift; his fufferings and death, refurrec- 
tion, afcenfion and feffion at the right hand of 
God ; and fo are exceeding fuitable to the Gofpel- 
difpenfation. The whole book is a rich mine of * 
grace and evangelical truths, and a large fund of 
fpiritual experience’ and is abundantly fuited to 
every cafe, ftate and condition, that the church of 
Chrift, or particular believers, are in at any time, 
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reafonably be thought to be a pfalm of Da- | are joined together as one pfalm by the Jews *; fee 
id; fince the next pfalm, which is alfo without a | the note on 4/s xiii. 33. and fince this is the ge- 
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neral preface to the whole book, which is chiefly 
of David's penning: it is intitled, in the metaphrafe 
of Apollinarius, «a fong of David, the prophet 
«« and king.” 


y.1. Bleffed is the man, 8c.) This pfalm be- 
gins in like manner as Chrift’s fermon on the mount, 
Matt.v.2. fetting forth the praifes, and expreffing 
the happinefs of the man who is defcribed in this 
and the following verfe. The words may be ren- 
dered, O, the bleffedneffes of the man, ox of this 
man; he is doubly blefled, a thrice happy and 
bleffed man; blefféd in things temporal and {piri- 
tual; happy in this world, and in that tocome. He 
is to be praifed and commended as a good man, fo 
the Targuin , “* the goodnefs, or O, the goodnefs 
<< of the man;” or as others, ‘* O, the right goings 
«or happy progrefs, or profperous fuccefs of the 
« man™,” who anfwers to the following characters ; 
which right walking of his is next obferved, and 
his profperity in ¥. 3. Some have interpreted this 
pfalm of Chrift, and think it is properly {poken of 
him". That walketh not in the counfel of the un- 
godly : all men are by nature and practice ungodly, 
without God, without the true knowledge, fear, 
and worfhip of God, and are at enmity againft him. 
It is a character that belongs to God’s elect as well 
others, whilft in a ftate of nature; and is fome- 
times ufed to illuftrate the love of Chrift in dying 
for them, and the grace of God in the juftification 
of them, Rom. iv. 5. andv. 6. But here it de- 
fcribes not fuch who are wicked in heart and life 
in common only, but the reprobate part of man- 
kind, profligate and abandoned finners, fuch as 
Jude {peaks of, ¥. 4. and for whom the law is 
made, and againft whom it lies, 1 Zim. i. 9. The 
word ° here ufed fignifies fuch who are reftlefs and 
continually in mifchief; who are like the troubled 
fea, which cannot reft, ever cafting up mire and 
dirt: they are always difquieted themfelves, and 
are ever difquieting others; nor do they ceafe from 
being fo till they are laid in their graves. And to 
thefe coun/el is afcribed, which fuppoles capacity 
and wifdom ; as, generally {peaking, fuch are wife 
and prudent in natural and civil things, and 
are wife to do evil, though to do good they have 
no knowledge: and counfel implies confultation 
and deliberation ; they act deliberately in finning, 
they caft about in their minds, form fchemes, and 
contrive ways and means how to accomplifh their 
vicious purpofes ; and fometimes they enter into a 
confederacy, and confult together with one confent, 
and their counfel is generally againft the Lord, 
though it does not profper and prevail ; and againft 
his Chrift, his people, truths and ordinances: it 
takes in both their principles and practices ; and 
the fum of their counfel is to indulge themfelves in 
fin, to throw off all religion, and to caft off the 
fear and worfhip of God, Fob xxi. 14, 15. Now 
not to walk herein, is not to hearken to their coun- 
fel, to give into it, agree with it, purfue it, and 
act according to it; and happy is the man, who, 
tho’ he may fall in the way of it, and may have 
bad counfel given him by ungodly men, yet does 
not confent to it, take it and a¢t upon it. - This 
may be applied to the times of the Meffiah, and 
the men of the age in which he lived; and the ra- 
ther, fince the next pfalm, in which mention is 
made of the counfel of the ungodly, manifettly be- 
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longs unto them. The men of that generation 
were a fet of ungodly men, who confulted againft 
Chrift to take away his life; and blefied is the man, 
as Fofeph of Arimathea, who, though he was in 
that affembly which confpired againft the life of 
Chrift, did not walk in, nor confent unto their 
counfel and their deeds, Luke xxiii. 51. Nor fland- 
eth in the way of finners all men are finners thro” 
Adam’s difobedience, and their own actual tranf- 
greffions, and fuch were the elect of God when 
Chrift died for them; and indeed are fo after con- 
verfion, for no man lives without fin. But here 
it intends notorious finners, who are open, bold 
and daring in iniquity : the word ” fignifies fuch, 
who in fhooting mifs the mark, and go afide from 
it, as fuch finners do from the law of God; pro- 
ceed from evil to evil, choofe their own ways, and 
delight in their abominations. Now their way is 
not only their opinion, as the Syriac verfion renders 
it, their corrupt fentiments, but their finful courfe 
of life; which is.a way of darknefs, a crooked 
path, and a road that leads to deftruétion and 
death: and happy is the man that does mot /tand 
in this way, which denotes opennefs, impudence, 
and continuance ; who, tho’ he may fall into this 
way, does not abide in it; fee Rom. vi. 1,2. The 
pharifees in the time of Chrift, tho? they were not 
openly and outwardly finners, yet they were fe- 
cretly and inwardly fuch; and the way they ftood 
in, was that of juftification by the works of the 
law: but happy is the man, as the apoftle Paul 
and others, who ftands not in that way, but in the 
way Chrift Jefus, and in the way of life and righ- 
teoufnefs by him. Nor fiteth in the. feat of the 
fcornful: by whom may be meant proud and 
haughty perfons, in oppofition to the humble and 
lowly, as in Prov. iii. 34. fuch who are proud of 
their natural abilities, knowledge and wifdom, of 
their honours and riches, or of their own righte- 
oufnefs, and defpife others; or fuch who are def- 
perate in wickednefs, of whom there is no hope ; 
fee Prov, ix. 7, 8. and deifts and atheifts, who fcoff 
at divine revelation, and mock at a future ftate, 
at death, hell and judgment, as in J/a. xxviii. 14, 
15. 2 Peter iii. 3. Now happy is the man that 
does not fit or keep company with fuch perfons 5 
who comes not into their fecret and into their af- 
fembly ; does not affociate himfelf with them, nor 
approve of their difpofitions, words, principles and 
actions ; fee P/alm xxvi. 4, 5. Such were the {cribes 
and pharifees in Chrift’s time; they derided him 
and his doétrines, fcoffed at him when he hung 
upon the crofs, and defpifed him and his apoftles, 
and his gofpel; but there were fome that did not 
join with them, to whom he, his minifters and truths, 
were precious and in high efteem, and to whom he 
was the power and wifdom of God. 

y.2. But bis delight is in the law of the Lord, 
&c.] Not the law of nature, which was infcribed 
on Adam’s heart in innocence, but now greatly im- 
paired by fin, and become very imperfeét and very 
infufficient to make men happy, or to lead them 
to true felicity: nor the law of Mofes, which is a 
fiery law, and works wrath, accufes of fin, pro- 
nounces guilty, curfes and condemns to death; and 
therefore cannot be delighted in by a fenfible finner, 
unlefs as it is in the hands of Chrift, and as ful- 
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far as it is, delights in it after the inward man, 
and ferves it with his {pirit: but rather the fcrip- 
tures, as much and as ‘many: parts of them as 
were written in David’s time; particularly the five 
books of Mofes, which are called the Law, and 
the teftimony of the Lord; which being infpired 
by God, were profitable and delightful to read, and 
to hear explained; and as they were David’s de- 
light, and the men of his council, P/a/. cxix. 24. 
fo they were the delight of every good man, there 
being many things in them concerning the Mef- 
fiah, his grace and kingdom; fee Luke xxiv. 44. 
Aé#s XXVi. 22, 23. Moreover the word 7711: here 
ufed, fignifies doGfrine, and may intend the evan- 
gelic doctrine, as it does in P/fal. xix. 7. which is 
a pfalm concerning the doétrine of the apoftles that 
went into all the world; and in like fenfe is the 
word ufed in J/a, ii. 3. and xlii. 4. of the doctrine 
of the Meffiah, that is, the Gofpel; and is the 
fame with the Law, or doétrine of faith, in Rom. 
iii. 27. And this may be called the doétrine of the 
Lord, becaufe he is the author of it; it came by 
him, he revealed it; and becaufe he is the fubject 
of it; it is concerning him, his perfon, office, 
grace and righteoufneds ; and fo far as it was pub- 
lithed in the times of David, it was a joyful found, 
good news and glad tidings, and the delight of 
good men. And in bis law doth be meditate day and 
night ; as Fofoua was directed to do, and David 
did, 7o/b. i. 8. Pfal’ cxix. 97. This is to be un- 
derftood of a diligent reading, and ferious confi- 
deration of it; and of the employment of the 
thoughts, and of deep ftudy upon it, in order to 
find out the fenfe and meaning of it; and which is 
to be done conftantly, every day, as often as there 
is leifure and opportunity for it; or, as Kimchi on 
the place obferves, whenever a man is free from 
the bufinefs of life ; unlefs this fhould be taken fi- 
guratively, of the day of profperity and night of 
adverfity, whether in things temporal or fpiritual, 
which are each of them proper feafons to meditate 
in, upon the word of God and gofpel of Chrift. 
x: 3. And he fhall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water,-&c.] Or, for then Shall he be, 
&c. as Alfhech renders the words ; and the He- 
brew particle vau is often ufed for then, As the 
preceding verfes defcribe the man who is blefied, 
this points at his bleffednefs, and fhews and proves 
him to be an happy man; for he is comparable to 
a tree; not toa dry tree, or a tree without fruit, 
or whofe fruit is withered; but to a fruitful tree, 
a green and flourifhing one; to a green olive- 
tree, or a palm-tree, or a cedar in Lebanon ; to 
which David compares himfelf and the righteous, 
Pfal. Vii. 8. and xcii. 12. and here fuch an one is 
compared to.a tree planted; not to one that grows 
of itfelf, a wild tree,-a tree of the wood; but to 
one that is removed from its native place and foil, 
and planted elfewhere; and fo defigns fuch who 
are broken off of the wild olive-tree, and are graft- 
ed into the good olive-tree; who are planted in 
Chrift Jefus, and in the church, the houfe of the 
Lord; of which tranfplantation, the removal of 
Jfrael into Canaan’s land was an emblem, P/al. 
Ixxx. 8. and fuch a fpiritual plantation is of God 
the hufbandman ; whofe planting the faints are 
efficiently, J/ai. lx. 21. and Ixi. 3. Matt. xv. 13. 
And it is owing to the word, the engrafted word, 
which is the means of this engrafture, and to the 
minifters of itinftrumentally; fome of whom plant, 
and others water, 1 Cor, iii. 6,7. Moreover, the 


4 Vid. Noldji Concord. Part. Ebr. p, 308, 
‘Vor. IIL. Ne 16, 


PSALMS 


493 


happy man before defcribed is like a tree that is 
fituated by the rivers of water, or divifions* and 
tivulets of water; which running about the plants, 
make them very fruitful and flourifhing; fee Ezek. 
Xxxi.4. and which may intend the river of the love 
of God, and the ftreams of it, the difcoveries and 
applications of it to regenerate perfons ; and alfo 
the fulnefs of grace in Chrift, who is the fountain 
of gardens, the well of living waters and ftreams 
from Lebanon, to revive, refreth, fupply and com- 
fort his people; as well as the graces of the Spirit 
of God, which are near the faints, and like rivers 
of water flow out of them that believe in Chrift 5 
to which may be added the word and ordinances 
of the gofpel, which are the {till waters, to which 
they are invited and led, and by which, and with 
which they are greatly refrefhed, and made fruit- 
ful. Arama interprets it of the waters of the law; 
it is beft to underftand it of the gofpel ; fee J/ai. 
lv. 1. it follows, shat bringeth forth his fruit in bis 
feafon, and fo appears to be a tree of righteouf- 
nefs, filled with the fruits of righteoufnefs, the gra- 
ces of the Spirit, and good works; which are 
brought forth by him under the influence of grace, 
as he has opportunity, and according to the mea- 
fure of grace beftowed. His leaf alfo fhall not wi- 
ther ; neither tree, nor fruit, nor leaf fhall wither, 
but fhall be always green ; which is expreffive of 
the faints perfeverance : the reafons of which are, 
they are engrafted in Chrift the true vine, and abide 
in him, from whom they have their fap, nourifh- 
ment and fruit; they are rooted and built up in 
him, and eftablifhed in the faith of him; and fo 
they hold faft the profeffion of it without waver- 
ing. And whatfoever he doth fhall profper 3 mean- 
ing not fo much in things temporal, of which 
Arama interprets it, for in thefe the good man does 
not always fucceed, but in things fpiritual : what- 
ever he does in faith, from love, to the glory of 
God, and in the name of Chrift, profpers ; yea, 
thofe things in which he is concerned, that are ad- 
verfe, and feem for the prefent to be againft him, 
in the iffue work for good to him: in fhort, fuch 
a man is bleffed with grace here, and glory here- 
after ; and therefore muft needs be an happy man. 

¥. 4. The ungodly are not fo, &c,] They are 
not as the good man is; their manner and courfe 
of life are different; they walk in the counfel of 
ungodly men, like themfelves, and take counfel 
againft the Lord, his anointed, and his people: 
they ftand in the way of finners, and fteer their 
converfation according to the courfe of the world, 
and fit in the feat of the fcornful; laugh at divine 
revelation, lampoon the fcriptures, deride good 
men, make a jeft of religion and a future ftate: 
they have no delight in the law of the Lord, they 
caft it away from them, and defpife it; and are 
fo far from a conftant meditation on it, that they 
never read it, nor fo much as look into it, nor is 
it ever in their thoughts. They are not like to 
a tree, as defcribed in the preceding verfe: if they 
are like to trees, it is to dry trees, and not green 
ones, to trees without any fap, moifture and ver- 
dure, and which are only fit fuel for the fire; to 
the trees of the wood, to wild olive-trees ; to trees 
on an heath, in a defert, in parched land, and not 
to trees by rivers of water, but to trees that have 
no root, and are without fruit, Zudey. 12, And 
though they may be in a feeming profperous con- 
dition for a time, may be in great power, riches 
and honour, and fpread themfelves like a green 
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bay-tree ; yét fuddenly they aré cut down as the 
grafs, and wither as the green herb ; and even their 
outward profperity deftroys them ; fo that not any 
thing they have or do in the iffue profpers : and 
therefore they are not bleffed or happy as the good 
man is; yea, they are wretched and miferable, 
nay curfed; they are curfed now, and will be here- 
after: they are curfed in their bafket and ftore, 
their bleffings are curfes to them ; the law pro- 
nounces them curfed; and they will hear, Go, ye 
curfed, at the day of judgment. .The Vulgate La- 
tin, Septuagint and Arabic verfions, repeat the 
words not fo, and read not fo the ungodly, not fo; 
which feems to be done for the confirmation of the 
truth of it; but are like the chaff which the wind 
driveth away: they are like chaff, which has no 
root, moifture,greennefs, nor fruitfulnefs ; they have 
nothing in them folid and fubftantial, they are def- 
titute of all that is good; are vain and empty ; 
without the knowledge of God and Chrift 5 with- 
out faith in Chrift and love to him; and are fen- 
fual, not having the Spirit, his graces and fruits : 
they are like chaff for lightnefs, vain in their ima- 
ginations, light in their principles, frothy in their 
words, and unftable in all their ways: they are ne- 
ver long in any pofition, unfettled, difquieted, and 
toffed to and fto; and there is no peace unto 
them: they are like chaff, ufelefs and unprofita- 
ble, nothing worth, fit only for everlafting burn- 
ings, which will be their cafe. For when Chrift 
will gather his wheat, the righteous, which are of 
value, into his garner, the heavenly glory, he will 
burn the chaff, the wicked, with unquenchable 
fire. They are now like chaff, driven and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, with divers 
and ftrange doctrines, and entertain every light and 
airy notion ; and are eafily drawn afide and carried 
away by the force of their own lufts, and with 
every temptation of Satan, who works effectually 
in them: and particularly, they are like chaff be- 
fore the wind of terrible judgments and calamities 
in this life, and of the awful judgment hereafter ; 
when they will be driven away from the prefence 
of the Lord into everlafting deftruétion. The 
metaphor is often ufed in this fenfe; fee Fob xxi. 
17. Jfai. XVii. 13, 14. and xxix. 3. Hof. xiii. 3. 
and denotes the fecret, fudden, fure and eafy ruin 
of the ungodly, which comes upon them like a 
whirlwind, in an inftant, which they cannot avoid ; 
and they can no more ftand before God and againft 
him, than chaff before the wind. It follows, 
¥.5. Lherefore the ungodly fhall not ftand in the 
judgment, &c.] Neither in temporal judgment, 
when God comes forth in a way of wrath and fore dif- 
pleafure; for who can ftand before him when he is 
angry? what are chaffand ftubble, thorns and briers, 
to confuming fire? nor in the laft and great day 
of judement, fo the Targum, and Kimchi interpret 
the words; for that day will burn like an oven the 
wicked, who will be as ftubble, and leave neither 
root nor branch: when the great day of the Lamb’s 
wrath is come, who will be able to ftand ? there 
will be no ftanding for the wicked when-he ap- 
pears ; they will all ftand before the judoment-feat 
of Chrift, to take their trial and hear their fentence; 
but they fhall not ftand in the fame place with the 
righteous, not at Chrift’s right hand, but at his 
left ; they fhall not ftand with an holy confidence, 
with intrepidity, and without fhame, as the blefied 
man will, they will not ftand, but fall in judg- 
ment ; they will not be acquitted and difcharged, 
but be condemned to everlafting punifhment ; and 
this fenfe the Targum on the place exprefles, The 
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ungodly Jhall not be juftified in the great day; the 
Vulgate Latin and Septuagint verfions render the 
words, The ungodly /hall not rife again in judgment 5 
from whence fome have concluded there will be no 
refurrection of the wicked: which feems to be the 
fenfe of Kimchi and other Jewifh writers ; who af= 
fert that the fouls of the wicked perifh with their 
bodies at death, and that the latter rife not, con- 
trary to Ecclef. xii. 7. Dan. xii. 2. but that the 
wicked will rife may be concluded from the juftice 
of God, which requires that the bodies which have 
finned fhould be punifhed ; and from the general 
judgment of good and bad, and from the account 
of the punifhment of hell, which will be inflited 
on the body as well as on the foul: befides, the 
contrary doctrine is a licentious one, and is calcu- 
lated to harden wicked men in their fins, and is 
directly repugnant to the affertions of Chrift, and 
the apoftle Paul, John v. 28, 29. Acts xxiv. 16. 
nor has it any foundation in this text, even admit- 
ting fuch a verfion; which does not abfolutely af- 
firm that the wicked fhall not rife again, but that 
they fhall not rife again in judgment, in the firft 
refurrection, the refurrection of the juft, and fo as 
to be acquitted and difcharged, but they fhall rife 
to the refurrection of damnation. Nor j/inners in 
ihe congregation of the righteous; who are made 
righteous by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed 


/to them, and have a work of grace and holinefs - 


wrought in them ; and who under the influence of 
grace live foberly, righteoufly, and godly; thefe . 
are the fame with the bleffled man, ¥. 1. and who ~ 
at the day of judgment will be perfectly holy, and 
free from all- fin; and they will be all gathered to- 
gether by the holy angels; the dead faints will be 
raifed, the living ones will be changed, and both - 
will be caught up together to meet the Lord in the 
air, and will make up one general affembly and 
church of the firft-born ; and among thefe, and in 
this affembly, there will not be a fingle finner 5 
there are now finners in Zion, foolifh virgins with 
the wife, chaff and tares among Chrift’s wheat, 
and wolves and goats among his fheep; but then 
there will be an eternal feparation, and no mixing 
together any more. 

¥. 6. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righ- 
teous, &cc.] “Fhe way in which he walks by faith, 
which is in Jefus Chrift; the way in which he goes 
to the Father, and carries to him his facrifices of 
prayer and praife, which meet with acceptance 
through him; the way in which he feeks for and 
expects juftification, pardon, and falvation, name- 
ly, through the blood, righteoufnefs, and facrifice 
of Chrift: and alfo it may denote his courfe, his _ 
walk and converfation; for the righteous man is a 
follower of God, he takes up the crofs and copies 
after Chrift; he walks not after the flefh but after 
the Spirit, according to the rule of the word, and 
as becomes the gofpel of Chrift: and this way of 
his in every fenfe the Lord knows; not merely as he 
is omnifcient, for by his omnifcience ‘his eyes are 
upon the ways of all men; he knows the way of 
the wicked as well as the way of the righteous ; 
but the fenfe is, that the Lord approves of and is” 
well pleafed with his way of faith and holinefs; he 
knows his perfon, fo as to love him and take de- 
light and pleafure in him ; his countenance beholds — 
him with a fmile; he is well pleafed with him in 
Chrift and for his fake, on whofe account he has 
refpect to him and to his offerings, to his fervice 
and duty, to his ways and works; and hence he is 
a bleffed man, is in a happy fituation, and all he 
does profpers, for he and his ways pleafe the et 
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and hence alfo it is, that neither he nor his way fhall 
perifh ; the way he is in leads to everlafting life, 
and he being a follower of the Lord in a way pleaf- 
ing to him, he fhall never perifh, but have eternal 
life. But the way of the ungodly hall perifh; for 
his way is a wicked way, the way of finners, y, 1. 
it leads to deftruétion and death, and all that walk 
in it fhall perifh; for it is a way the Lord knows 
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not, does not approve of, he abhors it; wherefore 
the man that continues in it will be unhappy, 
wretched and miferable to all eternity. Thefe laft 
words therefore fhew the reafon of the happinefs of 
one fort of men, and the unhappinefs of the other; 
and prove and confirm the fame: the Lord knows, 
approves of, loves and delights in the one; he does 
not approve of and delight in the other, 
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HIS pfalm is the fecond in order, and fo it is 
called in és xiii. 33. which fhews that the 
book of pfalms was in the fame form in the apo- 
ftles days as now, and as it ever had been ; and 
tho’ it is without a title, yet certain it is, that it is 
a pfalm of David, fince the twelve apoftles of Chrift 
with one voice afcribe it to him, in which no doubt 
they fpoke the generally received fenfe of the Jew- 
ifh nation, 4s iv. 24,25, and the Meffiah is the 
fubject of it; and that it is a prophecy concerning 
him, his perfon, office and kingdom, appears from 
the exprefs mention of the Lord’s anointed, or 
Meffiah, in it; from his being fet as king over 
Zion, notwithftanding the oppofition made againft 
him; from the perfon fpoken of being called the 
Son of God, and that in fuch fenfe as angels and 
men are not, and therefore cannot belong to any 
creature; and from his having fo large an inheri- 
tance, and fuch power over the heathen; and from 
the reverence, fervice, and obedience due to him 
from the kings and judges of the earth ; and from 
the truft and confidence which is to be put in him, 
which ought not to be placed but in a divine per- 
fon; and more efpecially this appears from feveral 
paffages cited out of it in the New Teftament and 
applied to the Meffiah, 4é#s iv. 25, 26, 27. and 
xiii. 33. Heb. i. 5. and v. 5, to which may be add- 
ed, that the ancient Jewifh doctors interpreted this 
pfalm of the Meffiah*; and fome of the modern 
ones own that it may be underftood either of Da- 
vid or of the Meffiah, and that fome things are 
clearer of the Meffiah than of David‘; and fome 
particular paffages in it are applied to him both by 
ancient and later writers among the Jews, as y. 1, 
2. Why do the heathen rage, &c," y.6. I have fet, 
&c.” y¥. 7. [ will declare the decree, &c.*. and y. 
8. Afk of me, &c.” and we may very fafely inter- 
pret the whole of him, . 


yr. 1. Why do the heathen rage, &c.] Or the na- 
tions; which fome underftand of the Jews, who 
are fo called, Gen. xvii. 5. Ezek, ii. 2. becaufe of 
their feveral tribes; and of their rage againft the 
Meffiah, there have been many inftances ; as 
when they gnafhed upon him with their teeth, and 
at feveral times took up ftones to {tone him, and 
cried out in a moft furious and wrathful manner, 
Crucify him, crucify bim, Luke iv. 28, 29. John 
viii. 59. and x. 31. and xix. 6,15. though it is 
beft to interpret it of the Gentiles, as the apoftles 
feem to do in Af#i iv. 27. The Hebrew word tranf{- 
lated rage is by one Jewifh writer * explained by 
WIN affociate or meet together ; and which is often 
the fenfe of the word in the Syriac and Chaldee lan- 
guages, in which it is more ufed ; and another * 


§ Jarchi in loc. 


zar, C. 1g. w R. Saadiah Gaon in Dan. vii. 13. 


t Kimchi in v. 12. & Abeén Ezra in v. 6. 12. 
* Yalkut Simeoni, par. 2. fol.go. 2. Zohar in Num, fol. 82. 2. 


fays, that it is expreffive of gathering together, 
and of a multitude; it intends a tumultuous ga- 
thering together, as is that of a mob, with great 
confufion and noife>; and fo the Gentiles, the Re- 
man {oldiers, gathered together, even multitudes of 
them, and came out with Fudas at the head of them, 
with {words and ftaves to apprehend Chrift and bring 
him to the chief priefts and elders; thefe afflem- 
bled together in Pi/ate’s hall, when Chrift was con- 
demned to be crucified, and infulted him in a moft 
rude and fhocking manner ; and many are the in- 
{tances of the Gentiles rifing in mobs, and appear- 
ing in riotous affemblies, making tumults and up- 
roars againft the apoftles to oppofe them, and the 
fpread of the gofpel by them; to which they were 
fometimes inftigated by the unbelieving Jews, and 
fometimes by their own worldly intereft; fee ds 
xili, 50. and xiv. 5, 19. and xvii. 5, 6. and xix. 
23—32. to which may be added, as inftances of 
this tumult and rage, the violent perfecutions both 
of the Pagan emperors and of the Papifts, which 
laft are called Gentiles as well as the other; for 
this refpects the kingdom of Chrift, or the gofpel- 
difpenfation, from the beginning to the end. nd 
the people imagine a vain thing ? by the people are 
meant the people of J/rae/,, who were once God’s 
peculiar people, and who were diftinguifhed by him 
with peculiar favours above all others, and in whom 
this prophecy has been remarkably fulfilled; they 
imagined and meditated a vain thing when they 
thought the Meffiah would be a temporal king, 
and fet up a kingdom on earth in great worldly 
{fplendor and glory, and rejected Jefus, the true 
Meffiah, becaufe he did not anfwer to thefe their 
carnal imaginations ; they meditated a vain thing, 
when they fought to take away the good name and 
reputation of Chrift, by fixing opprobrious names 
and injurious charges upon him, for wifdom has 
been juftified of her children ; and fo they did when 
they meditated his death, with thofe vain hopes 
that he fhould die and his name perifh, and fhould 
lie down in the grave and never rife more, Palm 
xli. 5, 6, 8. for he not only rofe from the dead, 
but his name was more famous after his death than 
before; they imagined a vain thing when they 
took fo much precaution to prevent the difciples 
ftealing his body out of the fepulchre, and giving 
out that he was rifen from the dead, and more efpe-~ 
cially when he was rifen, to hire the foldiers to tell 
a lie in order to ftifle and difcredit the report of ir; 
they meditated vain things when they attempted to 
oppofe the apoftles and hinder the preaching of the 
gofpel by them, which they often did, as the 42s 
of the Apostles teftify ; and it was after one of thefe 
attempts that the apoftles, in their addrefs to God, 
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made ufe of this very paflage of fcripture, 4és iv. 
25 31 175 185 245 25. and they {till meditate a vain 
thine in that they imagine Jefus of Nazareth is not 
the Meffiah, and that the Meffiah is not yet come, 
and in that they are expecting and looking for him. 
Now the pfalmift, or the holy Ghoft by him, afks 
wy all this? what fhould move the Gentiles and 
the Jews to fo much rage, tumult, and oppofition 
againft an holy and innocent perfon, and who-went 
about doing good as he did? what end they could 
have in it, or ferve by it? and how they.could ex- 
pect to fucceed? what would all their rage and 
riot, and vain imagination fignify? it is ftrongly 
fuggetted hereby, that it would all be in vain and 
to no purpofe, as well as what follows. 

y.2. The kings of the earth fet themfelves, &c. ] 
Rofe and ftood up in great wrath and fury, and 
prefented themfelves in an hoftile manner, and op- 
pofed the Meffiah: as Herod the great, king of 
“fudea, who very early beftirred himfelf, and fought 
to take away the life of Jefus in his infancy ; and 
Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee, who is called a 
king, Mark vi.14. who with his men of war mock- 
ed him, and fet him at nought; and Pontius Pi- 
Jate, the governor of Yudea, who reprefented the 
Roman emperor, and condemned him to death; 
and all the kings of the earth ever fince, who ever 
perfecuted Chrift in his members, and have fet 
themfelves with all their might to hinder the {pread 
of his gofpel and the enlargement of his intereft. 
And the rulers take counfel together, as did the 
Fewifh Sanbedrim, the great court of judicature 
among the Fews, the members of which were the 
rulers of the people, who frequently met together 
and confulted to take away the life of Chrift : tho’ 
it may alfo include all other governors and magi- 
{trates who have entred into fchemes againjt the 
Lord, and againft bis Anointed, or MeMiah, Chrift : 
by the Lord, or Febovab, which is the great, the 
glorious, and incommunicable name of God, and 
is expreffive of his eternal being and felf-exiftence, 
and of his being the fountain of effence to all crea- 
tures, is meant God the Father; fince he is dif- 
tinguifhed from his Son, the Meffiah, his anoint- 
éd One, as Meffiah and Chrift fignify ; and who 
is fo called, becaufe he is anointed by God with the 
holy Ghoft,. without meafure, to the office of the 
Mediator, Prophet, Prieft, and King; from whom 
the faints receive the anointing, which teacheth all 
things, and every grace of the Spirit in meafure; 
and who, after his name, are called Christians. 
‘This name of the promifed Redeemer was well 
known among the Fews, Johni. 41. and iv.25. and 
which they took from this paflage, and from fome 
others. 

¥. 3. Let us break their bands afunder, &c.] 
Thefe are not the words of the apoftles, nor of the 
faints in gofpel-times, encouraging one another, 
notwithftanding the rage and oppofition of Fews 
and Gentiles againft their Mafter and his intereft, 
to break afunder the bands of wickednefs, the ido- 
latrous cuftoms and practices of the heathens, and 
to throw off the infupportable yoke of bondage, 
of Fewi/h traditions and ceremonies ; but- of the 
heathen, the people, and kings of the earth, and 
rulers, who with one voice fay this and what fol- 
lows, and caft away their cords from us; with re- 
Tation to the Lord and his Anointed, whofe laws, 
ordinances and truths, they call bands and cords ; 
fo Arama interprets them of the law, and the com- 
mandments ; or a yoke, as the Vulgate Latin, Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, Arabic and Ethiopic verfions render 
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the laft word; and the phrafes in general exprefs 
their irreverence of God and the Meffiah, their re- 
jection of Chrift and his religion ; their non-fub- 
jection to him, and their refufal to have him to 
rule over them ; and their difefteem and contempt 
of his gofpel, and of the ordinances of it, and of 
the laws and rules of his government in his church- 
es : and alfo they fhew the wrong notion that carnal. 
men have of thefe things; that‘ whereas Chrift’s 
yoke is eafy, and his burden light; his gofpel and 


the truths of it make men free from the flavery of _ 


fin and Satan, and from a fpirit of bondage; and 
true gofpel-liberty confifts in an obfervance of his 
commands and ordinances; yet they look upon thefe 
things as bands and cords, as fetters and fhackles, * 
as fo many reftraints upon their liberty, which are. 
not to be bore: when, on the other hand, they pro- 
mife themfelves liberty in a difengagement from 
them, and in the enjoyment of their own lufts and 
finful pleafures ; whereas thereby they are brought 
into bondage, and become the fervants of corrup- 
tion. Some render it caft away—. from him‘; ei- 
ther from Chrift, or every one from himfelf. 
¥.4. He that fitteth in the heavens foall laugh, 
&c.] At the rage and tnmult of the heathen; at 
the vain imaginations of the people; at the oppofi- 
tion of the kings of the earth; at the mad counfel 
of the rulers, againft him and his Meffiah ; and at’ 
their propofal to one another to throw off the yoke 
and governmentof them both. This is a periphra- 


fis of God, who dwells in the heavens, and fits there __ 
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enthroned; though he is not included and com-_ 


prehended in them, but is every where; and his’ 
being there is mentioned in oppofition to the kings 
of the earth, and the people in it; and to fhew the 
vatt diftance there is between them, and how they” 
are as nothing to him, J/ai. xl. 15, 17, 22. Fob 
iv.18. and how vain and fruitlefs their attempts 
mutt be againft him and his Meffiah: and his fit- 
ting there {till and quiet, ferene and undifturbed, 
is oppofed to the running to and fro, and the tu- 
multuous and riotous aflembling of the heathen. 
Laughing is afcribed unto him, according to the 
language of men, as the Jewifh writers fpeak *, 
by an anthropopathy ; in the fame fenfe as he is 
faid to repent and grieve, Gen. vi. 6. and exprefles 
his fecurity from all their attempts, Fob v.22. and 
xli. 29g. and the contempt he has’them in, and 
the certain punifhment of them, and the aggrava- 
tion of it; who will not only then laugh at them 
himfelf, but expofe them to the laughter and fcorn 
of others, Prov. i. 26. The Lord hall have them in 
derifion ; which is a repetition of the fame thing in 
other words; and is made. partly to fhew the cer- 
tainty of their difappointment and ruin, and part- 
ly to explain who is meant by him that fits in the 
heavens, The Targum calls him, The Word of the 
Lord ; and Alfbech interprets it of the Shekinab, — 
¥.5. Then fhall be [peak unto them in bis wrath, 
&c.] Or, and be fhall {peak to them; fo Nol- 
dius: that is, the Lord that fits in the heavens, 
and laughs, and has the heathen, the people, the 
kings and rulers in derifion; fhall not only filently 
defpife their furious and concerted oppofition to 
him and his Meffiah, but fhall at laft fpeak out 
unto them, not in his word, but in his providen- 
ces; and not in love, as to his own people, when 
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he chaftifes them, but in great wrath, inflicting — 


fevere and. juft punifhmerit. It feems to refer to 
the deftruétion of Ferufalem, after the crucifixion, 
fufferings, death, refurreétion, and afcenfion of 


Chnift; and after the pouring out of the Spirit, | 
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king, nor was he made fo by men; but he was fet 
up, or anointed by God the father, as the word ® 
here ufed fignifies; and may refer either to the 
inauguration of Chrift into his kingly.office, and 
his inveftiture with it from all eternity, as in Prov. 
viil. 23. where the fame word is ufed as here; and 
anointing with oi] being a ceremony performed at 
the inftallment of kings into their office, the phrafe 
is ufed for the thing itfelf: or rather, fince Chrift 
was anointed with the holy Ghoft in the human 
nature, at his incarnation and baptifm, and efpe- 
cially at the time of his afcenfion, when he was 
made or declared to be Lorp and CuristT3 
this may refer to the time when he, as the afcend- 
ed Lord and King, gave gifts to men, to his apo- 
{tles, and qualified them in an extraordinary man- 
ner to carry his gofpel into the Gentile world, 
and fpread it there, as they did with fuccefs ; 
whereby his kingdom became more vifible and 
glorious, to the great vexation of the Jews; for, 
maugre all their oppofition, Chrift being fet by 
his father king over his church and people, con- 
tinued fo, and his kingdom was every day more 
and more enlarged, to their great mortification. 

y. 7. I will declare the decree, &c.|. Thefe are 
the words ‘of Febovah’s anointed and king, exer- 
cifing his kingly office, according to the decree 
and commandment of the Father: for thefe words 
refer not to the following, concerning the genera- 
tion of the Son, which does not depend on the 
decree and arbitrary will of God, but is from his 
nature; but thefe words relate to what go before, 
The Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Oriental ver- 
fions place this claufe at the end of the preceding 
verfe; fome render it, declaring bis commandment, 
or the commandment of the Lord, the laws'that he 
would have obferved, both by him and by the fub- 
jects of his kingdom. The Syriae and Arabic ver- 
fions, that be might declare the commandment of the 
Lord; as if this was the end of his being appoint- 
ed King. The word pn is differently rendered ;, 
by many, the decree, the purpofe of God concern 
ing Chrift as mediator, and the falvation of his 
people by him; and who fo fit to declare this, as 
he who lay in the bofom of the Father, and was 
privy to all his fecret thoughts and defigns, and in 
whom the eternal purpofe was purpofed? Fobn i. 
18. Epbef. iii. 11. The Chaldée paraphrafe renders 
it by Np the covenant, the everlafting covenant 
of grace; and who fo proper to declare this, as he 
with whom the covenant was made? and who is 
the covenant itfelf, in whom all the bleffings and 
promifes of it are, and the meffenger of it? Mal. 
iii. 1, It may not be unfitly applied to the gofpel, 
which is the fum and fubftance of both the decree 
and covenant of God; it is what was ordained be- 
fore the world for our glory. This Chrift was ap- 
ointed to preach, and did declare it in the great 
congregation ; the fame with the counfel of God, 
Aéts xx. 27. The words will bear to be rendered, 
I will declare pM “YN to the command *; or ac- 
cording to the order and rule prefcribed by Febo- 
vah, without adding to it or taking from it; agree- 
able to which he executed his office as King, and 
Prophet alfo. The doctrine was not his own, but 
his Father’s he preached; he fpake not of himfelf, 
but as he taught and enjoined him; the Father 
gave him commandment what he fhould fay and 
fpeak, 

© WIN in eftu ire fue, Junius & Tremellius. f WPMD? conturbabit, V.L. Vatablus, Gejerus ; fo Mufculus, 
Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; terrebit, Pagninus, Montanus; fo Cocceius, Michaelis; fee Ain{worth. & 350 
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and when the gofpel, to their great mortification, 
had got ground, and made large advances in the 
Gentile world. And vex them in bis fore difplea- 
fure, or in the heat of bis anger*: fee Deut, xxix. 
24, where the holy Ghoft fpeaks of the fame peo- 
ple, and of the fame ruin and deftruction of them 
at the fame time, as here: and as the carrying of 
the Jews captive into Babylon, is called their vexa- 
tion, J/ai. ix. 1. much more may their deftruc- 
tion by the Romans; then it was they howled for 
vexation of fpirit, //ai. xv. 14. the wrath of God 
came upon them to the uttermoft ; they were fill- 
ed with trouble and confufion, with terror and 
confternation, as the word‘ ufed fignifies; they 
were vexed to fee themfelves ftraitned and pent in 
on every fide by the Roman armies, oppreffed with 
famine and inteftine divifions, rapine and murder ; 
to fee their temple profaned and burnt, their city 
plundered and deftroyed,and themfelves taken and 
carried captive: and what moft of all vexed them 
was, that their attempts againft Jefus of Nazareth, 
the true Meffiah, were fruitlefs; and that notwith- 
ftanding all their oppofition to him, his name was 
famous, his intereft increafed, his kingdom was 
enlarged, through the fpread of his gofpel among 
the Gentiles; and what Febovab in the next verte 
fays, though it is to the comfort of his people, 
was to their terror and vexation. 

¥.6. Yet have I fet my King upon my holy bill of 
Zion.\ Or, bebold, I have fet, &c. fo Noldius. 
By Zion is meant the church of God, efpecially 
under the gofpel-difpenfation; fee Hed. xii.22, Rev. 
xiv. 1. fo called, becaufe, as Zioz was, it is the 
object of God’s love and choice, the place of his 
habitation and refidence; where divine worfhip is 
obferved, and the word and ordinances of God 
adminiftred ; and where the Lord diftributes his 
bleffings of grace; and which is the perfection of 
beauty, through Chrift’s comelinefs put upon her ; 
and will be the joy of the whole earth: itis ftrong- 
ly fortified by the power and grace of God, and 
is immoveable and impregnable, being built on 
Chrift the rock of ages; and, like Zion, it is an 
high hill, eminent and vifible ; and more efpecial- 
ly will be fo, when the mountain of the Lord’s 
houfe is eftablifhed upon the tops of the moun- 
tains : and it is an holy one, through the prefence 
and worfhip of God in it, and the fanctification 
of his Spirit. And over this hill, the church, 
Chrift is king; he is king of faints, and is ac- 
knowledged by them; and it is for their great 
fafety and fecurity, their joy, comfort and happi- 
nefs, that he is fet over them: he is called by his 
Father, my King, becaufe he who is king of Zion 
is his Anointed, as in y.2. and his Son, his be- 
gotten Son, as in y.7. his firft-born, his fellow 
and equal; and becaufe he is his as king; not that 
he is king over him, for his Father is greater than 
he, as man and mediator, or with refpect to his 
office-capacity, in which he is to be confidered as 
king; and therefore he is rather king under him: 
but he is a king of his fetting up, and therefore 
called his; he has appointed him his kingdom, 
given him the throne of his father David; put a 
crown of pure gold on his head, and crowned him 
with glory and honour, and the fcepter of righ- 
teou{nefs in his hand, and has given him a name 
above every name. He did not make himfelf a 
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fpeak, Fobn xii. 49. and he kept clofe to it, as he 
here fays he would: and he ruled in his name, and 
by his authority, according to the law of his office ; 
and which might be depended upon from the dig- 
nity of his perfon, which qualified him both for 
his kingly and prophetic offices, expreffed in the 
following words: Zhe Lord hath faid unto me, 
Thou art my Son; not by creation, as angels and 
men ; nor by adoption, as faints; nor by office, as 
civil magiftrates ; nor on account of his incarna- 
tion or refurrection; nor becaufe of the great love 
of God unto him; but in fuch a way of filiation, 
as cannot be faid of any creature nor of any other, 
Heb.i. 5. He is the true, proper, natural and 
eternal Son of God, and as fuch declared, owned, 
and acknowledged by Febovab the Father, as in 
thefe words; the foundation of which relation lies 
in what follows: This day have I begotten thee; 
which act of begetting refers not to the nature, nor 
to the office, but the perfon of Chrift; not to his 
nature, not to his divine nature, which is common 
with the Father and Spirit; wherefore if his was 
begotten, theirs muft be alfo: much lefs to his hu- 
man nature, in which he is never faid to be begot- 
ten, but always to be made, and with refpect to 
which he is without father : nor to his office as me- 
diator, in which he is not a fon but a fervant;_ be- 
fides, he was a Son previous to his being Prophet, 
Prieft and King ; and his office is not the founda- 
tion of his fonfhip, but his fonfhip is the foun- 
dation of his office; or by which that is fupported, 
and which fits him for the performance of it: but 
it has refpect to his perfon; for, as in human ge- 
neration, perfon begets perfon, and like begets like, 
fo in divine generation; but care muft be taken to 
remove all imperfection from it, fuch as divifibi- 
lity and multiplication of effence, priority and po- 
fteriority, dependence, and the like: nor can the 
modus or manner of it be conceived or explained 
by us. The date of it, to day, defigns eternity, as 
in J/ai. xliti. 13. which is one continued day, an 
everlafting now. And this may be applied to any 
time and cafe in which Chrift is declared to be the 
Son of God; as at his incarnation, his baptifm, 
and transfiguration upon the mount, and his re- 
furrection from the dead, as it is in 4/75 xiii. 33. 
becaufe then he was declared to be the Son of God 
with power, Rom.i. 4. and to his afcenfion into 
heaven, where he was made Lord and Chrift, 
and his divine Sonfhip more manifeftly appeared ; 
which feems to be the time and cafe more efpe- 
cially referred to here, if it be compared with Hed, 
1. 3, 45 5 

¥.8. Ak of me, &c.| Febovab is either here 
again introduced fpeaking, or thefe words are a 
continuation of the Son’s account of what his Fa- 
ther faid unto him; which do not fuppofe any fu- 


are only expreffive of the Father’s great refpect and 
affeCtion for his Son, as fuch a way of {peaking a- 
mong men fhews, Efther v. 3. Matt. xiv..7. and 
of the great intereft the Son had in his Father, who 
could afk nothing but he had it; and fhews the 
perfect harmony, agreement, and unity between 
» thems fee 1 Kings iii. 5. Chrift, in the council and 
covenant of grace and peace, afked many things of 
his Father, which were granted ; he afked for the 
perfons of all the elect to be his bride and fpoufe, 
and his heart’s defire was given him, and the re- 
queft of his lips was not withheld from him: he 
afked for all the bleflings of grace for them ; for 
fpiritual life here, and eternal life hereafter ; and 
all were given him, and put into his hands for 
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them, P/a/. xx. 2, 3, 4. and here it is’ promifed 
him, And I feall give thee the heathen for thine in- 
beritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for 
thy poffeffion ; by the heathen, and the uttermoft parts 
of the earth, are meant God’s elect among the Gen- 


-tiles, and who live in the diftant parts of the world; 


which are Chrift’s other fheep, the Father has given 
to him as his portion, and whom he has made his 
care and charge: as if it was not enough that he 
fhould be King of Zion, or have the government’ 
over his chofen ones among the Jews, he commits 
into his hands the Gentiles alfo; fee J/ai. xlix. 6. 
and thefe are given him as his inheritance and pof- 
feffion, as his portion, to be enjoyed by him; and’ 
who efteems them as fuch, and reckons them a 
goodly heritage, and a peculiar treafure, his jewels, 
and the apple of his eye. Thefe words refpect the’ 
calling of the Gentiles under the gofpel-difpenfation; 
and the amplitude of Chrift’s kingdom in all the 
earth, which fhall be from fea to fea, and from the’ 
rivers to the ends of the earth. : 
¥.9. Thou foalt break them with a vod of iron, 
&c.] Not his inheritance and pofleffion among the 
Gentiles, the chofen ones given him by the Fa- 
ther; thefe he delights in, takes care of, protects 
and preferves: but the ftubborn and rebellious ones 
among the heathen, and in the feveral parts of the 
world, who will not have him to reign over them; 
who treat his perfon with contempt, reject his go- 
vernment, difobey his gofpel, and defpife his com- 
mands; towards thefé Chrift will ufe feverity, and 
will exert his power and break them im pieces. 
The Vulgate Latin, Sepluagint, Syriac, Arabic and 


| Ethiopic verfions render it, /hall feed or rule them; 


and {fo it is cited in Rev. ii. 27. and “xil. 5. and 
xix. 15. and applied to Chrift, the Word: of God, 
and King of kings; and muft be underftood as it 
is in thofe places, of the feverity of his government 
over them, of the ftrictnefs of his juftice, without 
the leaft difplay of mercy; and then the fenfe is 
the fame with thofe verfions which render it, /hai? 
break them; as the word ufed is interpreted by the 
Targum, and the Jewifh commentators on the 
place; and which is confirmed by what follows: 
Thou fhalt dafh them in pieces like a potter's veffel ; 
which is very eafily done with a bar of iron; and 
when it is done, the pieces can never be put toge- 
ther again: fo that by the metaphor is fignified, 
the eafy and irreparable ruin of the wicked; fee 
Ifa. xxx. 14. Fer. xix. 11. The word fignifies 
that they fhould be fo crumbled into duft, that they 
fhould be {cattered about as with the wind; which, 
fo far as it relates to the Jews, was fulfilled in their 
deftru€tion by the Romans, and will have its accom- 
plifhment in the antichriftian nations at the latter 
day ; fee Rev. ii. 26, 27. . 
¥.10. Be wife now therefore, O ye kings, &c.J 


periority in the one, or inferiority in the other; but} This addrefs is made not fo much to the kings of 


the earth in David’s time, as to thofe who would 
be under the gofpel-difpenfation, and times of the 
Meffiah; and particularly who would rife up, and 
fet themfelves againft the Lord and his anointed, 
y. 2. and with thefe are to be underftood their fub- ~ 
jects: for if they are to ferve the Lord, and be 
fubject to Chrift, then much more thole that are 
under them ; and they are rather fpoken to parti- 
cularly, becaufe their examples have great in- 


fluence on thofe over whom they rule, whether for —— 


good or evil. Thefe are exhorted to be wife, or 
to act the wife part; for great men are not always 
wife; wifdom, riches and honour, do not always. 
go together; men may be in high places, and yer 
be of low underftandings; however they do not 
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always act wifely, and particularly thofe kings did 
not, when they rofe up and fet themfelves againft 
the Lord and his Meffiah; fince fuch oppofition 


mutt be fruitlefs, nor is there any counfel againft 
the Lord. And:we learn from the connexion of 


thefe words with the following, that the trueft wif- 
dom in kings and people, is to fear God; be fub- 
ject to Chrift, and truft in him. The words are 
an inference from what goes before; sherefore, 
fince Chrift is fet as King over Zion, and he is no 
other than the Son of God; and who has a power 
over all fefh; one part of the world is his inhe- 
ritance and poffeffion, and the other part he will 
in a little time break and dafh to pieces; where- 
fore now, under the gofpel-difpenfation, while it is 
to day, and now is the accepted time and day of 
falvation, before the blow is given; act the wife 
part and leave off oppofing, and become fubject 
to fo great and powerful a King. Be inftructed, ye 
judges of the earth; who are under kings, being 
appointed by them to hear caufes and minifter juf- 
tice; they anfwer to the Saubedrim of the Jews ; 
to the rulers in ¥.2, Thefe are exhorted to re- 
ceive inftructions, not in things political and civil, 
they may be well acquainted with ; but in things 
religious and evangelical, in the worfhip of God, 
in the gofpel of Chrift, and in his ordinances ; 
for perfons in fuch poits fhould not be above in- 
ftruction in thefé things. ‘The word may be ren- 
dered, be ye chaftifed or correéted'; that is, fuffer 
reproof, correction and chaftifement at the hand of 
God, ‘whether by words or deeds ; fubmit to it pa- 
tiently, and receive inftruction from it: for God 
fometimes reproves kings and princes of the earth, 
on account of their fins, and for the fake of his 
people, when they fhould learn righteoufnefs ; fee 
Pfal. cv. 14, 15. Ifa. xxvi. 9. é 

¥. u1. Serve the Lord with fear, &c.] Not the 
creature, neither more, nor befides, nor with the 
creator; God and mammon cannot both be ferv- 
ed; nor any fictitious and nominal deities, the idols 
of the Gentiles, who are not gods by nature; but 
the true Febovah, the one and only Lord God, he 
only is to be worfhipped and ferved, even Father, 
Son, and Spirit, 
ther of the Lord Chrift, the Son of God, who is 
to be ferved by the kings and judges of the earth, 
he being King of kings, and Lord of lords ; or ra- 
ther of ‘Fehovabh the Father, fince the Son feems to 
be diftinguifhed from him in the next verfe: and 
the fervice thefe perfons are called unto lies not in 
the difcharge of any office in the church, as in 
preaching the word, which is ferving God in the 
gofpel of his Son; and hence the minifters of the 
word are eminently called the fervants of the moft 
high God; for kings and judges are not required 
hereby to lay afide their crowns and {ceptres, and 
leave their feats of juftice, and become preachers of 
the gofpel ; but in acting according to the will of 
God revealed in his word, and in the whole worfhip 
of him both internal and external: and this is to be 
done with fear, not with fear of man, nor with 
fervile fear of God, but with a godly and filial fear, 
with a reverential affeCtion for him, and in a way 
agreeable to his mind and will; with reverence and 
awe of him, without levity, careleffnefs, and neg- 
ligence. And rejoice with trembling , fome refer- 
ence may be had to the joy in public worfhip, as 
at facrifices and feftivals, and the mufic in divine 
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fervice under the law; and the finging of pfalms 
and hymns and fpiritual fongs under the gofpel ; 
and efpecially to the gofpel-difpenfation itfelf, which 
is a time of joy and rejoicing ; the gofpel is good 
tidings of great joy; the kingdom of God is not in 
things external, but in joy in the holy Ghoft ; and 
above all, refpeét is had to a rejoicing in Chrift 
Jefus, in his perfon, righteoufnefs, and falvation : 
and which is confiftent with ¢rembling, not with a 
fearful looking for of judgment, but with modefty 
and humility ; in which fenfe this word, when joined 
with fear as here, is ufed, Phil. ii. 12. and ftands 
oppofed to pride, haughtinefs and arrogance ; men 
fhould fo rejoice in Chrift as to have no confidence 
in the flefh, or affume any degree of glory to them- 
felves, or have any rejoicing in themfelves, but 
wholly in Chrift, giving all the glory of what they 
have to him. 

y. 12. Kifs the fon, &c.] The Son of God fpoken 
of in y. 7. the word ufed is fo rendered in Prov. 
xxxi. 2. and comes from another which fignifies to 
choofe, and to purify, or to be pure; hence fome ren- 
der it the ele& or chofen one, or the pure one *; and 
both agree with Chrift, who is God’s elect, chofen 
to be the Redeemer and Saviour of his people, and 
who is pure and free from fin, original and a¢tual. 
And whereas a kifs is a token of love among friends 
and relations, at meeting and parting, Gen. xxxiii. 
it. Rathi. 14. it may here defign the love and 
affection that is to be expreffed to Chrift, who is a 
moft lovely object, and to be loved above all crea- 
tures and things; or as it fometimes fignifies, ho- 
mage and fubjection, 1 Sam. x. 1. and it is the cuf- 
tom of the Indians to this day for fubjedts to kifs 
their kings: it may here alfo denote *he fubjection 
of the kings and judges and others to Chrift, who 
is Lord of all; or elfe, as it has been ufed in token 
of adoration and worthip, Fob xxxi. 26, 27. Hof, 
xili, 2. it may defign the worfhip which is due to 
him from all ranks of creatures, angels and men, 
Heb, i. 6. and the honour which is to be given to 
him, as to the Father, fobv v. 22. which fhows the ~ 
greatnefs and dignity of his perfon, and that he is 
the true God and eternal life: in the Ta/mud ' this 
is interpreted of the law, where it is faid, *¢ there is 
“ no 93 but the law, according to P/fal. ii, 12. 
which agrees with the Septuagint verfion, Lest be 
be angry; for though he is a Lamb, he has wrath 
in him, and when the great day of his wrath comes 
in any form on earth, there is no ftanding before 
him; and how much lefs when he fhall appear as 
the lion of the tribe of ‘¢udab, and fhall be revealed 
from heaven in flaming fire; then kings and free- 
men will call to the rocks to fall upon them, and 
hide them from him. Aud ye perifh from the way; 
the Syriac verfion renders it from bis way, the Son’s 
way ; and the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions 
from the righteous way; and the Arabic verfion from 
the way of rightedufnefs, or as to the way, as others ™, 
the goed way ; all to one fenfe ; meaning that way 
of righteoufnefs, falvation and eternal life by Jefus 
Chrift,which being miffed by perfons, they are eter- 
nally loft and undone: fome render it becaufe of 
the way"; that is, becaufe of their finful courfe of 
life; for the way of the ungodly fhall perith itfelf, 
and therefore they that purfue it fhall perifh alfo; 
others render it in the way °; and then the fenfe is, 
left they perifh in the midft of their courfe of fin, 
in their own evil way, they have chofen and miele 
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ed in, or to ufe the words of Chrift, die in their fins, 
and everlaftingly perifh; for this perifhing is to be 
underftood not of corporal death, in which fenfe 
righteous men perifh, but of everlafting deftruction: 
er the word which is rendered from the way, may 
be tranflated fuddenly °, immediately, or ftraight- 
way, and our Englifh word direé#ly is almoft the 
fame; and fo may defign the fwift and fudden de- 
ftruction of fuch perfons who provoke the Son to 
wrath and anger; which fenfe is confirmed by what 
follows. When his wrath is kindled but a little; 
either to a fmall degree, or but for a little while; 
for the leaft degree and duration of it are intolera- 
ble, and who then can dwell in everlafting burn- 
ings, or abide the devouring flames? or when it is 
kindled CD iNMB /uddenly °, in a moment, as Far- 
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chi interprets it; and fo fudden wrath brings fudden 
deftruétion. Bleffed are all they that put their truft. 
in him; not in horfes and chariots, in riches and 
honours, in their own wifdom, ftrength and righ-. 
teoufnefs; but in the Son of God, the Lord Jefus. 
Chrift, and who is truly and properly God; or 
otherwife faith and truft would not be required to. 
be put in him: and happy are thofe who betake 
themfelves to him as to their ftrong-hold and place 
of defence; who look to him and believe in him 
for pardon, peace, righteoufnefs, every fupply of, 
grace, and eternal life; thefe are fafe and fecure in, 
him, nor fhall they want any good thing needful 
for them; and they have much peace, joy and 
comfort here, and fhall have more grace as they 
want it, and hereafter eternal glory and happinefs. . 


Ill. 


A pfalm of David, when he fled from Abfalom his fon. 


HIS is the firft of the pfalms that has a 

title, and is called a P/a/m; the word for 
which, mizmor, comes from one which fignifies to 
cut or prune’, as trees are lopped of their fuper- 
fluous branches; fhewing this to be a compofition 
of even feet, in proper metre, formed for the mo- 
dulation of the voice, to fome tune or mufical in- 
ftrument; and it is faid to be a pfalm of David, 
which may be rendered a p/alm for or to David’, 
as if it was wrote by another for his ufe, and infcribed 
to him or rather, that it was given to him by the 
holy Spirit, who was the author of it, though he 
was the penman. Itis obferved by fome that where- 
ever the dative cafe is ufed in the title of the pfalm, 
as it moft frequently is, as fuch a pfalm to David, 
or to Afaph, it may fignify that it came from the 
Lord to him, or was divinely infpired ; juft as it is 
faid, the word of the Lord came to the prophets ; 
though fome render it @ palm concerning David *, 
his troubles, his faith and fecurity in God, his vic- 
tory over his enemies, and falvation from the Lord. 
However, David was the compofer of this pfalm, 
under the infpiration of the holy Ghoft, eccafion- 
ed by his flight from 4b/alom; who, having ftolen 
away the hearts of the people of J/rae/, entered in- 
to a confpiracy with them, to dethrone his father 
and place himfelf in his ftead; and the people fo 
increafed continually with him, that David thought 
it advifable to flee from Ferufalem, 2 Sam. xv. 12, 
13, 14. and at the time of his flight or after it, he 
penned this pfalm on account of it, and as fuita- 
ble to it. And now was fulfilled what God. had 
faid, by Nathan the prophet, fhould befal him, 
becaufe of the affair of Bath/beba and Uriah ; fee 
2 Sam. xii. 11. & Xvi, 21, 22. David was an 
eminent type of Chrift, and fo he was in his trou- 
bles, and in thefe; as one of his fons con{pired again{t 
him to dethrone him, and take away his lite; fo 
Fudas, one of Chrift’s difciples or children, for dif- 
ciples were called children, his familiar friend, that 
did eat of his bread, lift up his heel againft him, 
and fought to betray him, and did; and who, tho’ 
he knew the defigns of Fudas againft him, and did 
not flee from him, but rather went to meet him, 
yet it is eafy to obferve, that he took the fame rout 
trom Ferujalem as David did. At this time he 
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Olives; fee John xviii. 1. Matt. xxvii. 30. com- 
pared with 2 Sam. xv. 23, 30. And indeed the whole 
pfalm may be applied to Chrift; and fo as the 
fecond pfalm fets forth the dignity of Chrift’s per- 
fon, as the Son of God, and the ftability and en- 
largement of his kingdom, notwithftanding the op- 
pofition made to him; this exprefles his troubles 
from his enemies, his death and refurrection from. 
the dead, his victory over his enemies, and the 
falvation he wrought out for his people. In fhort,. 
it may be underftood of David as the type, of 
Chrift as the antitype, and of the people of God, 
being fuited to their experiences, more or lefs, in 
all ages; and in this large and extenfive way I fhall 
choofe to interpret it, 


y.1. Lord, bow are they increafed that trouble 
me? &c.] David’s enemies increafed in the con- 
fpiracy againft him, 2 Sam. xv. 12. the hearts of 
the men of J/rael were after Abfalom, and again{t 
him. Chrift’s enemies increafed, when Fudas with 
a multitude came to take him; when the body of 
the common people cried out, crucify him; when 
the afflembly of the wicked inclofed him, and 
pierced his hands and his feet. And the enemies 
of God’s people are many ; the men of this world 
are againft them; legions of devils oppofe them ; 
and they have {warms of fins in their own hearts; 
and all thefe give trouble. David’s enemies trou- 
bled him; he wept as he went up the hill, to think 
that his own fon fhould feek to deftroy him; that 
his fubjects, whom he had ruled fo long with cle- 
mency, and had hazarded his perfon in war for their 
defence, and to protect them in their civil and re- 
ligious rights, fhould rebel againft him. | Chrift’s 
enemies troubled him, when they bound and led 
him away as a malefactor ; when they {pit upon” 
him, {mote and buffeted him; when they fcourged 
and crucified him, and mocked at him. The ene- 
mies of the faints are troublers of them; in the 
world and from the men of it, they have tribula- 
tion; Satan’s temptations give them much uneafi- 
nefs and diftrefs ; and their indwelling fins caufe 
them to cry out, O! wretched men that we are. 
This addrefs is made to the Lord, as the Lord God_ 
omnifcient, who knew the cafe to be as it was, and 
who had a concern in it; it not being without his 
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will, but according to it, he having foretold it, 
and as he who only could help out of it: and the 
pfalmift delivers it in a complaining way, and in 
an expoftulatory manner ; reafoning the cafe why 
it fhould be fo, what fhould be the reafon of it, 
for what end and purpofe it was ; and as wonder- 
ing at it, fuggefting his own innocence, and how 
undeferving he was to be treated in fuch a way. 
Many are they that rife up againft me, many in 
quantity, and great in quality; great in the law, 
in wifdom, in riches, and in ftature, as Farchi in- 
terprets it; fuch as Abitbophel and others, who 
rofe up againft David in an hoftile manner, to dif- 
poffefs him of his kingdom, and to deftroy his life. 
And many were they that rofe up againft Chrift ; 
the multitude came againft him as a thief, with 
clubs and ftaves: the men of this world rife up a- 
gainit the faints with their tongues, and fometimes 
with open force and violence ; Satan, like a roar- 
ing lion, feeks to devour them, and their own fiefhly 
lufts war againft them. 

y.2. Many there be which fay of my foul, &c.] 
Or to my foul *, the following cutting words, which 
touched to the quick, reached his very heart, and 
like a fword pierced through it: There is xo help 
for him in God; or no falvation “ ; neither in this 
world, nor in that which is to come, as Kimchi ex- 
plains it. David’s enemies looked upon his cafe 
to be defperate ; that it was impoffible he fhould 
ever extricate himfelf from it; yea, that God him- 
felf either could not or would not fave him. And 
in like manner did the enemies of Chrift fay, when 
they had got him upon the crofs ; fee Matt, xxvii. 
43. and how frequent is it for the men of the world 
to reprefent the faints as in a damnable ftate! and 
to cal] them a damned fet and generation of men, 
as if there was no falvation for them? and how 
often does Satan fuggeft unto them, that there is 
no hope for them, and they may as well indulge 
themfelves in all finful lufts and pleafures ? and 
how often do their own unbelieving hearts fay to 
them, that there is no falvation in Chrift for them, 
tho’ there is for others; and that they have no in- 
tereft in the favour of God, and fhall be eternally 
loft and perifh? And this account is concluded 
with the word /e/ab, which fome take to be a mu- 
fical note; and fo the Sep/uagint render it fuateaue, 
which Swidas * interprets the change of the fong, 
of the note or tune of it ; and the rather it may be 
thought to be fo, fince it is only ufed in this book 
of Pfalms, and in the prayer of Habbakuk, which 
was fet to a tune, and directed to the chief finger. 
Kimchi derives it from a root, which fignifies to /ift 
up, and fuppofes that it denotes and directs to an 
elevation, or ftraining of the voice, at the place 
where this word ftands. Others underftand it as 
a paufe, a full {top for a while; and as a note of 
attention, either to fomething that is remarkably 
bad and diftreffing, as here; or remarkably good 
and matter of rejoicing, as in ¥. 4,8. Others con- 
fider it as an affirmation of the truth of any thing, 
good or bad; and render it verily, truly, as an- 
fwering to Amen, fo beit, fo itis, or fhall be; it 
is the truth of the thing: to this fenfe agrees Aben 
Ezra. But others render it for ever, as the Chal- 
dee paraphrafe: and it is a tradition of the Jews’, 
that wherever it is faid, nelzach, feJab and ed, there 
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is no ceafing, it is for ever and ever; and fo then, 
according to this rule, the fenfe of David's ene- 
mies is, that there was no help for him in God for 
ever, A very learned man * has wrote a differta- 
tion upon this word ; in which he endeavours ta 
prove, that it is a name of God, differently ufed, 
either in the vocative, genitive and dative cafes ; 
as, O Selab, O God; or of God, or to God, &e. 
as the fenfe requires. 

¥. 3. But thou, O Lord, art a fhield for me, &c.] 
Or about me*, protecting and defending me. David 
was a military man, and often alludes to military 
affairs ; and borrows words from thence, expreffive 
of his great fecurity from the Lord; fee Pfalm 
Xvill. 2, So Febovab the Father was a fhield to 
Chrift in his infancy, from Heroa’s rage and fury ; 
and afterwards from the infults of the Pharifees, 
and their attempts to take away his life before the 
time ; and in his fufferings and death, fo as that 
his faith and confidence in him were kept up, and 
he got the victory over fin, Satan, and the world; 
fee Pfalm xxii. 9, 10. Jfa, 1.7, 8,9. And the Lord 
is a fhield unto all his people, Gen. xv. 1. Pfalm 
Ixxxiv. 11. They are kept by his power, and en- 
compafied about with his favour, as with a fhield ; 
his veracity and his faithfulnefs in his promifes, and 
his truth, are their fhield and buckler : and efpe- 
cially his Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift, is the fhield 
which faith makes ufe of, particularly his blood 
and righteoufnefs, and falvation by him; which it 
holds up, and defends itfelf with, againft the charges 
of the law, the accufations of confcience, and the 
temptations of Satan; and which are a fecurity from 
the juftice of God, and wrath to come, My glory; 
who took David from the fheep-fold, and made 
him king over J/rael, and raifed him to all the 
glory he had enjoyed; and in whom he gloried as 
his covenant- God, and of whom he made his boatt ; 
and not of his itrength, valour, wifdom, riches 
and honour. So God the Father is the glory of 
Chrift, the glorifier of him, by fupporting him un- 
der his fufferings, raifing him from the dead, and 
fetting him at his own right hand, where he is 
crowned with glory and honour: and he is the glory 
of his people, in whom they glory, and by whom 
they are called tg eternal glory; and who will give 
it to them, and reveal it in them, even an eternal 


weight of it, which the fufferings of this life are 


not worthy to be compared unto. And the lifter up 
of mine head, fuch as the helmet is : the Lord wag 
the lifter up of David’s head, when he brought him 
to the throne, and afterwards gave him victory over 
his enemies ; for fo the phrafe of lifting up the head 
fignifies; fee 2 Kings xxv. 27. Pfalm xxvii. 6. And 
he was the lifter up of Chrift’s head,when he raifed 
him from the dead; and exalted him, both with 
and at his right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
and gave him a name above every name. And he 
is the lifter yp of the heads of his people in con- 
verfion, when he raifes them from a low eftate, and 
fets them among princes, to inherit the throne of 
glory; and when he gives them comfort, peace 
and joy, which caufes them to lift up their heads ; 
whereas in forrow, and mourning, and diftrefs, 
the head is bowed down like a bulrufh, Ja. lviii. 5, 
and when he gives them boldnefs and confidence, 
as at the throne of grace now, thro’ the fprinkling 

of 


» syng'y wn Loxn ue, Sept. anime mez, V.L. Pagninus, Montanus, Mafculus, Gejerus, Michaelis ; fo the Targum, 
¥ MMYw? YR non eft falus, V. L. Pagninus, Montanas; non ulla falus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Ainfworth, 


* In voce day. 


in Thefaur, Theolog. Philolog. par, 1. 
Michaelis. m1 hy 


Vou. IIL. No 26, 


y T. Bab. Erubin, fol. 54.1. Vid. Ben Melech in loc. 


“ Pafchii Differtatio de Selah, p. 670. 


* NY circa me, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Myis, Ainfworth, Cocceius, 


6M 


5 O22 
of the blood of Chrift upon them; fo at the bar of 
judgment hereafter, thro’ the righteoufhefs of Chrift 
put upon them, as that they fhall not be afhamed 
nor confounded ; ‘fee Luke xxi. 28. 1 Fobn ii. 28. 
and he will be the lifter up of their heads in the re- 
furre€tion-morn, and when they fhall appear with 
Chrift in glory. 

y. 4. Lcried unto the Lord with my voice, &c.] 
The experience which the pfalmift had of being 
heard in prayer, was what gave great encourage- 
ment to his faith, as to his intereft in God and fal- 
vation by him, when his enemies were fo increafed 
about him; for crying here is to be underftood of 
prayer, as it is often ufed in this book of P/alms: 
and fo the Targum renders it, I prayed; and this de- 
figns vocal prayer. Sometimes there is a crying in 
prayer and'no voice heard, as it is faid of Mo/es, 
Exod. xiv. 15. and was the cafe of Hannab, 1 Sam. 
i. 13. but this was with a voice, and a loud one, as 
in P/fal, lv. 17. denoting ardor, fervency and im- 
portunity; and fuch prayer avails much with God. 
The objeét addreffed in prayer is the Lord, the God 
of his life, and who was able to fave him, and fup- 
ply all his wants. And be beard me out of his holy 
Kill. Selab, Either out of the church, the holy hill 
of Zioz, Pfalmii. 6. where David prayed and God 
granted his prefence, and gave an anfwer to his 
prayers ; or out from the mercy-feat and ark, which 
was a type of the propitiatory, Chrift, and which 
David had brought to his own city, the hill of 
Zion ; or from heaven, the habitation of God’s ho- 
linefs: David was a man of prayer, and he was 
often heard and anfwered by God. And this alfo 
is true of Chrift, he offered up prayers and fuppli- 
cations with ftrong crying and tears to God, that 
was able to fave him; and he was heard by him, 
yea the Father always heard him: and God is a 
God hearing and anfwering the prayers of his peo- 
ple, fooner or later; fometimes before, fometimes 
at, and fometimes after their crying to him. 

¥. 5. Llaid me down and flept, &c.] After the 
battle was over between Ab/alom’s men and his, fays 
Aben Ezra; but rather this was in the midft of 
his trouble and diftrefs, fince he afterwards prays 
for falvation: and this fleep was either, as Farchi 
obferves, through his heart being overwhelmed with 
grief; for there have been inftances of perfons fleep- 
ing through forrow, as Elijah, Fonab, and the dif- 
ciples of Chrift, 1 Kings xix. 4, 5. Jonah i. 5. Luke 
xxii. 45. or rather this is expreffive of the calmnefs 
and ferenity of his mind amidft his troubles; he 
laid himfelf down in peace, and flept quietly and 
comfortably; he did not lofe a night’s reft, his fleep 
was {weet unto him; which was a bleffing of life 
from the Lord, that every one does not enjoy ; fee 
Pfal. cxxvii. 2. I awaked; in the morning, alive 
and chearful. Some lay themfelves down and never 
awake more, as Si/era the captain of Fadin’s army, 
and [/bbofheth the fon of Saul; and this might have 
been David's cafe, confidering the circumftances he 
was in: and others, thro’ perplexing thoughts and 
cares, or pains of body, or uneafy dreams, rife fa- 
tigued and diftrefled; but David arofe in good health 
ot body, and tranquillity of mind, and comfortably 
refrefhed. For the Lord fuftained. me; the pfalmift 
committed himfelf to the care and protection of 
God ; he laid himfelf down in his arms, and there 
flept in fafety ; the Lord preferved him, who is J/- 
rael’s keeper that neither flumbers nor fleeps: and 
he rofe in health and chearfulnefs in the morning, 
being fupperted by his right hand. This fhews, that 
his lying down to fleep, when in fuch circumftances, 
and awaking with chearfulnefs, were not owing to 
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rafhnefs, ftupidity and infenfibility, but to divine 
fupports. Thefe words may be interpreted, as nr 
are by fome of the ancients, of the death of Chrift, 
and of his refurreétion from the dead by the power 
of God; death is often expreffed by fleep, and the 
refurreCtion of the dead by an awaking out of fleep, 
Dan. xii. 2. Ifa. xxvi. 19. and Chrift’s death being 
fignified by lying down and fleeping, may denote 
both the voluntarinefs of it, that he laid down his 
life freely and willingly ; and his fhort continuance 
under the power of death, it was but like a night’s 
fleep ; and his refurrection from the dead, being ex- 
prefled by an awaking through the Lord’s fuftain- 
ing him, fhews that it was by the power of God, 
even the exceeding greatnefs of his power: and the 
whole of this may be applied to the cafe and ftate 
of the faints and people of God, who at times have 
reft and peace amidft their enemies ; though they 
have tribulation in the world, they have peace in 
Chrift ; and notwithftanding the temptations of 
Satan, and the corruptions of their own hearts, 
they have joy and comfort through believing in 
Chrift ; the Lord. ftays them with precious pro- 
mifes, and fupports them with the difcoveries of his 
love, and upholds them with the right hand of his 
righteoufnels. 

¥. 6. I will not be afraid of ten thoufands of the 
people, &c.] David was a man of courage from 
his youth; the inftances of his attacking the lion 
and the bear, when he kept his father’s fheep, his 
engaging with Goliath, and his military exploits, 
fhew it; and though there were now many thou- 
fands up in arms againft him, and his own fon at 
the head of them; all the tribes of J/rael were re- 
volting from him, and he was only attended with 
a few of his friends, yet he was not difmayed; for 
that he refers to this infurrection appears by what 
follows, that bave fet themfelves againft me 
round about; and this was owing not to himfelf 
but to the Lord’s fuftaining of him; fee P/alm 
Xxvii. 1, 2,3. and fuch courage and greatnefls of 
foul did his antitype the Meffiah expreis, and to a 
greater degree, when Fudas, with his band of fol- 
diers, and the multitude with clubs and ftaves, en- 
tered the garden to apprehend him; and when the 
prince of this world was marching towards him 
and when he was engaged with all the powers of 
darknefs, and when the forrows of death compafied 
him about, yet he failed not, nor was he difcouraged ; 
and fomething of this fpirit appears in true be- 
lievers, when they are in the exercife of faith, have 
the prefence of God, and the difcoveries of his love; 
they are then not afraid what man can do unto 
them; nor are they afraid of devils themfelves, but 
wreftle againft them; nor of any nor all their ene~ 
mies, they having victory over them, given by God 
through Chrift. et . 

y¥. 7. Arife, O Lord; fave me, O my God, &c.] 
God fometimes, in the apprehenfion of his people, 
feems to be as if he was afleep: when he does not 
appear to them and for them, and does not exert 
his power on their behalf, then they call to him to 
awake and arife ; fee P/al. xliv. 23. and it may be, 
fome refpect is had to the words of Ma/és when the 
ark fet forward, Numb. x. 35. and it may be ob- 


ferved, that though-David enjoyed fo much peace __ 
and tranquillity of mind, and was in fuch high fpi-- 


rits as not to be afraid of ten thoufands of men, yet 
he did not negleét the right means of deliverance 
and fafety, prayer to God, who he knew was his 


God; and he addreffes him as fuch, and ufes his 


covenant-intereft in him, as an argument with him 
to arife and fave him from his enemies, who was 


a= we. 
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able to do it, and to whom falvation belongs: fo 
Chrift, his antitype, prayed to God as his God to 
fave him, and was heard by him in like manner ; 
fo the faints call upon God ina day of trouble, 
ery to him in their diftreffes, to be delivered out 
of them. For thou bast fmitten all mine enemies 
upon the cheek-bone; to {mite any one upon the 
cheek is reckoned reproachful, and is cafting con- 
tempt upon them ; fee Fob xvi. 10. and the fenfe 
is, that God had. poured contempt upon his ene- 
mies in time paft, and had brought them to fhame 
and confufion : hence he puts up the above prayer 
as a prayer of faith for falvation, founded on patt 
experience of God’s goodnefs; he prayed that his 
God would arife and fave him, and he believed he 
would, becanfe he had hitherto appeared for him, 
and againft his enemies. Thou hajt broken the teeth 
of she ungodly; who were like to beafts of prey 
whofe ftrength lies in their teeth, whereby they do 
the mifchiet they do; and the breaking of their 
teeth fignifies the taking away from them the power 
of hurting, and refers to the victories which God 
had given David over the Philistines, Edomites, 
Syrians, and others; and may be applied to Chrift, 
and be expreffive of fin, Satan, the world and death 
being overcome and abolifhed by him, and of the 
victory which the faints have through him over the 
fame enemies. 5 Je 

¥. 8. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord, &c} 
Ass the author of it ; temporal falvation is of him ; 
all the deliverances of the faints out of their trou- 
bles are from him ; and to him is owing their fpiri- 
tual and eternal falvation; this belongs to Fehovab, 
Father, Son, and Spirit » Febovab the Father re- 
folved upon it, chofe men to it from everlafting, 
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contfived the fcheme of it in his infinite wifdom, 
made a covenant with his Son, in which he fecured 
it, and appointed him to be the author of it, and 
fent him in the fulnefs of time to effect it; and 
Chrift the Son of Gad, being qualified for it, be- 
ing mighty to fave, came into this world for that 
purpofe, and is become the author of eternal falva- 
tion; his own arm has brought it to him, though 
there were many difficulties in the way; {uch as ful- 
filling the law, fatisfying juftice, making an end of 
fin, grappling with all the powers of darknefs, and 
undergoing an accurfed death: and the Spirit of 
God, he makes men fenfible of their need of this 
falvation; he brings it near to them, and works 
faith in them to lay hold upon it, and fhews them 
their intereft in it; and in confequence of all this 
the glory of falvation belongs to the Lord, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, and fhould be given to the Father 
as the contriver of it, to the Son as the author of 
it, and to the Spirit as the applier of it; fee Rev. 
vii. 10. Thy bdleffing is upon thy people. Selah. or 
it may be confidered prayer-wile, let thy dleffing be 
upon thy people’; either upon thofe that were on 
the fide of David, or on thofe, as others interpret 
it, who had imprudently joined themfelves to Ab- 
falom; which latter fenfe, if right, fhews in what a 
divine frame and difpofition of mind the pfalmift 
was, to pray for his enemies: or the words are an 
affertion, that the blefling of the Lord was come 
upon his covenant-people, and does defcend upon 
them as they are called by grace; even all fpiritual 
bleffings, the bleffings of a juftifying righteoufnefs, 
of pardon of fin, of reconciliation and peace by the 
blood of Chrift, of adoption, and of eternal life 5 
the bleffing of grace, and the blefling of glory, 
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To the chief mufician on Neginoth, a pfalm of David. 


HIS pfalm is infcribed to the chief mufician, 

or conqueror“, who excelled others in the art 

of mvufic, and carried the glory from them ;- who 
was very fkilful, and inftructed others in it, and 
was the mafter of the fong, as Chenaniab, 1 Chron. 
Xv. 22, 27. who fet the tune, led on the pfalm, and 
had the whole direftion and management of it ; 
and fo the Jewifh doétors * generally underftand 
it of one that prefided over the reft of the mu- 
ficians and fingers; and to fuch an one was this 
pfalm fent, to be fung in public worfhip: for 
the pfalms of David were not compofed for private 
ufe only, but for public fervice; and were committed 
into the hands and care of the chief of the fingers, 
as Afaph and others ; fee 1 Chron. xvi. 7. by whom 
they were preferved and tranfmitted to future ages 
for the ufe of the church, not only in the former 
but in the prefent difpenfation. The Septuagint in- 
terpreters, and after them the Vulgate Latin and 
Ethiopic verfions, render it unto the end, or for ever ; 
to this agrees the fenfe of R. Saadiab Gaon‘; who 
fays, ‘* this is a pfalm of David, who gave it to 
“ one of the fingers to fing it continually,” as if 
was myy9 for ever; but the former fenfe is bett, 
to underitand it of the chief mufician, or precen- 

_ tor, who is {aid to be on neginoth , the fingular, negi- 
_ hab, is ufed in the title of P/al. 1xi. and it is fome- 
times rendered a fong, as in Fob xxx. 8. Palm 
Ixxvii. 6, hence the Vulgate Latin. verfion here ren- 
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ders it in fongs, and the Septuagint renders it iz 
pfalms ; and then the meaning is, that this perfon 
was the chief man that prefided over the fongs and 
pfalms: though the Jewifh writers ‘, for the moft 
part, interpret it of a mufical inftrument fo called; 
not fuch an one as was blown, as the pipe and trum- 
pet, but what was played upon with the hand ; fee 
1 Sam. xvi. 16,23. and xix,g. a ftringed inftru- 
ment, which was touched with the fingers as an 
harp, or ftruck with a quill or bow as a violin. 
And as there were various inftruments of mufic ufed 
in the temple-fervice, fo there were perfons fet over 
them, fome over one fort, and fome over anothers 
and this man prefided over the inftruments that 
were played with the hand: and it looks as if this 
pfalm was to be fung to fuch an inftrument, by its 
being infcribed and fent to him. Aven Ezra takes 
the word to be, the beginning of a fong; and the 
Targum renders the whole, ¢o /ing upon the chorus or 
dances, It is called a pfalm of David, being writ- 
ten by him, under the infpiration of the Spirit of 
God ; the occafion of it was 4b/alom’s rebellion ; 
and it was written when he fled from him, as the 
preceding, as Kimchi thinks ; but according to 
Lightfoot and others, it was the rebellion of Sheba, 
2 Sam. xx. though others refer it to the time of 
his diftrefles and perfecutions by Sau/: according 
to the Jewifh rabbins * where there are the words 
713°3) M1¥) as they are both in this title, the pfalm 

belongs 
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belongs to future time, to the world to come, to 
the times of the Meffiah. 


y.1. Hear me when I call, O God of my righ 
teoufnefs, &cc.] Or, my righteous God *, who is 
righteous in his nature, ways and works, the juft 
judge of the whole earth, who will do rights or 
the vindicator of my righteoufne/s, as the Syriac vere 
fion renders it; that is, of his innocence and up- 
rightnefs, which the Lord knew and was a witnefs 
of : and fince he was his covenant-God, he doubt- 
ed not but he would bring it forth as the light, 
and favour his righteous caufe, and do him juf- 
tice upon his enemies: or the pfalmift addreffes 
God in this manner, becaufe he was the author of 
his righteoufnefs, and was the juftifier of him, by 
imputing the righteoufnefs of his Son unto him. 
So Chrift addreffés his Father, Fobx xvii. 26. who 
he knew would juftify him, and by whom he was 
juttified as the furety of his people, when he rofe 
from the dead: and fo the faints can draw nigh 
to God the judge of all, through the righteouf- 
néefs of Chrift; knowing that he is juft, and the 
juftifier of him that believes in Jefus; and that he 
is juft and faithful to forgive their fins, and cleanfe 
them from all unrighteoufnefs, on account of his 
blood. The petition put up by the pfalmift is, to be 
heard when he called, that is, to hear his prayer, 
as it is explained in the latter part of the verfe: 
and God isa God hearing prayer; and fo David, 
Chrift, and all the faints have found him to be: 
and the encouragement to pray to the Lord, in 
hope of being heard, arofe from paft experience 
of divine goodnefs. Thou haft enlarged me when 
I was in diftrefs : when he had like to have been 
killed by Sau/, cafting a javelin at him; and 
when his houfe was watched by men that Sau/ fet 
there, and he was let down through a window and 
efcaped ; and when he was fhut in at Kezlab, where 
Saul thought he had him fafe; and at other times, 
to which he may here refer, as in P/al. xviii. 19. 
and xxxi.8. and this may be applied to the Mef- 
fiah, when in the garden, befet with forrows, and 
an angel ftrengthned him; and when on the crofs, 
furrounded by various enemies, whom he conquer- 
ed; and when in death and the grave, from the 
pains and cords of which he was loofed, and fet 
in a large place. And this agrees alfo with the 
experience of the faints; who, when in diftrefs 
through fin, Satan, and the law, have been fet free, 
through the gofpel proclaiming liberty to the cap- 
tives to fuch enemies; and the opening of the 
prifon to them that have been bound by them : 
and when they have been fo fhut up and ftraitned 
in themfelves, that they could not come forth in 
the difcharge of duty, and in the exercife of grace ; 
through the Spirit of the Lord, who is a Spirit of 
liberty, they have been enlarged in the duty of 
prayer and of praife, and in the exercife of faith 
and love; and their hearts have been enlarged 
through the difcoveries of the love of God towards 
them, fo that they have run chearfully in the ways 
of his commandments ; who alfo gives them large- 
neis of heart, an increafe of the knowledge of 
Chrift, and of the love of God, and fills them 
with joy and peace in believing, and draws out 
the defires of their fouls to his name, and the re- 
membrance of him. Have mercy upon me: the 
pfalmift pleads no merit nor worthinefs of his 
own, but applies to the grace and mercy of God; 
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and fenfible of his fin, both original and aétual, 
he intreats a difcovery of pardoning grace and — 
mercy. ‘The words may be rendred, be gracious 
unto me’, or fhew me favour ; beftow the blefs- 
ings of grace, grant larger meafures of grace, and 
freth fupplies of it: and fo all fenfible finners ap- 
ply to God for mercy; and all the faints have 
recourfe to him as the father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort, for every mercy, both tem- 
poral and fpiritual. Nor is this unfuitable to the 
Meffiah, as man and mediator; with whom God 
keeps his mercy for evermore, as the head and 
furety of his people, and upon whom, as man, 
the grace of God was ; and who increafed, as in 
ftature, fo in favour with God and man; and 
which, no doubt, was defirable by him. And bear 
my prayer : the fame petition with that in the be- 
ginning of the verfe; invocation and prayer being 
the fame thing, 

¥.2. O ye fons of men, &c.] Meaning great 
men, the nobles of J/rael, and fo the Jewifh in- 
terpreters * generally explain it; fuch as Achitopbel, 
and others, who were in the confpiracy with 4b- 
falom: and {fo they were the kings and princes of 
the earth, and the rulers of the Jewith Sanhbedrim, 
the chief priefts and elders, who were the enemies 
of Chrift; and fuch, generally {peaking, have been 
the perfecutors of the faints: thefe men of power 
and authority, of dignity and honour; and who 
were in high places, and boafted of their titles and 
grandeur; the pfalmift addrefles by way of expof- 
tulation, in the following words. How Jong will ye 
turn my glory into foame? Meaning either God, 
who was his glory, P/al. iii. 3. whom they re- 
proached, when they faid, there was no help for 
him in him; or his tongue, the inftrument of 
praife, and the fongs of praife he expreffed by it, 
Pfal. \vii. 8. which they jeered and fcoffed at: or 
rather, his royal glory and majefty, which they 
attempted to vail, by cafting him down frorn his 
excellency, by dethroning him, and fetting up 
Abjalom in his room. So the Jews endeavoured 
to turn the glory of Chrift into’fhame, which lay 
in his being the only-begotten of the Father; by 
denying his fonfhip, by condemning him to death, 
becaufe he faid he was the Son of God; and by 
mocking at him under that charaéter on the crofs; 
and alfo by their {pitting upon, buffeting and cru- 
cifying the Lord of glory ; by reproaching his 
gofpel, minifters and people; and by not acknow- 
ledging him as the Meffiah, and fubmitting to 
his righteoufnefs. And wicked men do as muchas — 
in them lies, to turn the glory of the faints into 
fhame, by afperfing their character, taking away 
their good name and_reputation among men; by 
reproaching and reviling them, and {peaking all 
manner of evil of them ; and by perfecuting them 
in the moft violent manner. How long will ye 
love vanity ? or.a vain thing'? Such as the plac- 
ing of Abfalom upon the throne, on which their 
hearts were fet ; and fuch was the vain imagina- 
tion of the Jews, with which they pleafed them- 
felves, that Jefus fhould die, and his name perifh; 
and fuch are all the attempts of wicked men to 
ruin and deftroy the people and intereft of Chrift , 
for no weapon formed againft them fhall profper. 
And feek after leafing ? Selah. Or a lie™, or that — 
which fails and deceives, as a lie does: and fuch ~ 
were all the counfels and defigns of the great men 
of I/rael againft David : and fo the ime 
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faid to feek after a lie, when they feek after an- 
other Meffiah, befides Jefus of Nazareth: for 
every other proves a Bar Cozbi, that is, the fon 
of a lie; as the falfe Meffiah in Adrian’s time was 
called by themfelves. And fo do all fuch as feek 
after and embrace falfe doétrines, errors and he- 
refies, and are given up to believe them. Now the 
pfalmift fuggetts that thefe great men were obfti- 
nate, and continued in thefe finful practices ; and 
that in the iffue all their efforts would be vain and 
fruitlefs; and which he further ftrengthens, by 
obferving to them what follows, 

¥. 3, But know, &c.] Take notice of it, con- 
fider it, be affured of the truth of it; it may be 
depended upon as fact, that the Lord hath fet 
apart him that is godly for bimfelf: which may be 
underftood of David himfelf, an holy, good man ; 
a man after God’s own heart; whom the Lord 
chofe, and in a marvelous manner feparated from 
the reft of his brethren; took him from the fheep- 
fold, and fet him upon the throne of J/rae/, for 
the glory of his great name; and therefore the 
attempts of his enemies againft him would be 
without fuccefs: and alfo of the Meffiah, God’s 
holy One, whom he has chofen out from among 
the people, to be their Saviour and Redeemer, to 
the glory of his grace; wherefore the work of the 
Lord has profpered in his hands: and likewife of 
all the faints, and of their election; which act is 
exprefled by their being fet apart, or feparated 
from others, who are called the reft ; and which is 
a marvelous act of grace: for the word may be 
rendered, be bath wonderfully fet apart”. It is 
an amazing inftance of grace, that God fhould 
make one to differ from another, and feparate them 
from their mothers womb, and call them by his 
grace. The object of this act is, bim that is god- 
fy, or holy °; not that any are fet apart or chofen 
by God for their godlinefs, or holinefs; for they 
are chofen through fanctification of the Spirit, and 
not becaufe they were, or it was forefeen they 
would be holy.  Holinefs, faith, godlinefs and 
good works, are the fruits of election, and not the 
caufes of it; but the word 99pm rendered godly, 
fignifies good and merciful ® and defigns one that 
God is good, and gracious, and merciful unto ; 
who is an object of his free grace and favour; 
and therefore he choofes, and fets him apart of his 
own grace and mercy, and according to his fove- 
reign will and pleafure: and that for bim/elf, for 
his own ufe and fervice, for his praife and honour, 
and to the glory of his grace 3 which is his grand 
end in predeftination, election, and in all fpiri- 
tual bleffings. And now all attempts againft {uch 
perfons are in vain; all charges againft them are 
of no avail; all methods, whether by open force 
of perfecutors, or by the cunning of falfe teach- 
ers, that lie in wait to deceive, to prevail againft 
them, prove fuccefslefs: and God will avenge his 
elect, that cry unto him day and night; as fol- 
lows. The Lord will hear when I call unto him, 
and deliver out of the hands of enemies, and cut 
them off: wherefore it is a vain thing for men to 
fet themfelves againft.Chrift and his people, 

y.4. Stand in awe, and fin not, &c.] That is, 
ftand in awe of God, and his righteous judg- 
ments; be afraid of him, and tremble before him; 
make him your fear and your dread, and go on 
no longer, and proceed no further in finning a- 
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gaint him. The Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, 
Arabic and Ethiopic verfions, render it, Be ye an- 
gry, and fin not: which are the words of the apo- 
{tle, Epb. iv. 26. referring to this place; and which 
doubtlefs is the reafon of thefe verfions. There is 
an anger that is finful, when it is without a caufe, 
or exceeds due bounds, and is not directed to a 
good end, and is productive of bad effects, by 
words or deeds ; and when it is foon raifed, or long 
continued: and there is an anger that is not fin- 
ful; when it arifes from a true zeal for God and 
religion; when it is kindled, not againft the per- 
fons, but fins of men; and when it is continued 
to anfwer good purpoles; as the good of thofe 
with whom we are angry, and the glory of God, 
and the promoting ot the kingdom and intereft 
of Chrift. Commune with your own heart upon 
your bed: when retired from men and bufinefs, 
and you are at leifure to think and meditate ; then 
reflect upon your actions, ferioufly confider them 5 
afk your heart fome proper and clofe queftions ; 
examine narrowly and thoroughly the principles 
on which,’ and the views with which you act. 
And be Still. Selah, Ceafe from all- your rage and 
fury again{t me, againft the Lord, and againft his 
people 5 or fay in your own hearts‘, as follows. 
¥. 5. Offer the facrifices of righteoufnefs, &c.] 
Offer for facrifice things righteoufly gotten, for the 
Lord hates robbery for burnt-offering, J/ai. |xi. 8. 
Some refpect may be had to the unrighteous ac- 
quifitions of 4b/alom and his men, and who were 
now in poffeflion of Ferufalem, and of the altars 
of the Lord, and were facrificing on thems; in 
which they gloried ; and to which this may be op- 
pofed. Likewife, facrifices of righteoufnefs, are 
fuch as were according to the law, and were offer- 
ed in a right manner; which were not maimed, 
nor had any blemifh in them; fee Mal. i. 13, 14. 
and particularly, fuch as were offered up in the 
faith of the great facrifice, Chrift; for without 
faith it is impoifible to pleafe God by any facrifice, 
And this fenfe is confirmed by the following claufe, 
which requires truft in the Lord. Moreover, righe 
teoufnefs, with the Jews, fignifies alms, benefi- 
cence, fhewing mercy to the indigent; and acts of 
liberality are facrifices, with which God is well 
pleafed; and which are preferred by him to the 
{acrifices of the ceremonial law, Hed. xiii. 16, Hof. 
vi.6. The facrifices alfo of a broken heart, and 
of a contrite {pirit, are fuch as God efteems of; 
he looks to thofe that have them, and dwells with 
them. And to this fenfe the Chaldee paraphrafe 
inclines, in which the words are thus paraphrafed; 
«© Subdue your corruptions, and it thall be rec- 
«¢ koned to you as a facrifice of righteoufnefs :” 
and why may not the facrifice of praife for mer- 
cies received, efpecially for the righteonfnefs of 
Chrift, be at leaft included, if not principally de- 
figned ; fince thefe are facrifices which, under the 
ceremonial law, were more pleafing to God than 
others; and are always acceptable to him through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord? Agreeably to this, ben 
Ezra thinks the peace-offerings are intended, which 
were in a way of thanksgiving ; and are oppofed 
to fin-offerings, and trefpafs-offerings, and burnt- 
offerings; from the laft of which facrifices of righ- 
teoufnefs are diftinguifhed in P/almli.1g. And 
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wife counfels, nor in riches, nor in flefhly privi- 
leges, nor in works of righteoufnefs, or facrifices 
of righteoufnefs: for though they are to be per- 


formed, they are not to be trufted in; nor in your 


own hearts. And whilft the pfalmift is ftriking at 
the falfe confidence of the fons of men, he is ad- 
dreffing, he may at the fame time be thought to 
be encouraging thofe that were with him to truft 
in the Lord, Febovab, the Son of God, before 
fpoken of by him as the object of truft, P/almii.12. 
to truft in his perfon for the acceptance of their 
perfons and facrifices of righteoufnefs; and in his 
righteoufnefs for juftification; in his blood for 

ardon; in his facrifice for expiation of fin ; in his 
fulnefs for daily fupplies; and in his power for 
protection and fafety. And it is right to truft in 
him at all times; in times of affliction, temptation 
and defertion: he is always the fame; in him is 
everlaiting ftrength ; he has an heart as well as an 
ability to help and fuccour, and none ever trufted 
in him and were .confounded. i 
and fafety, and can want.no good thing, 


y.6. There be many that fay, Who will foew 
us any good? &c.] Thefe may be thought to be 
the men of the world; carnal, worldly-minded 


* men, feeking after temporal good, and taking up 
their reft and contentment in it; to whom the 
pfalmift oppofes his wifh and requeft, in the fol- 
lowing words. Or thefe are the words of the men 


that were along with David, wifhing themfelves at 
home and in their families, enjoying the good things 
of life they before had ; or rather thefe are the words 


of the fame many, the enemies of David, fpoken 


of in P/al. iii. 1, 2. who were wifhing, as Kimchi 


obferves, that 4b/alom’s rebellion might profper ; 
that David might die and his fon reign in his ftead, 
fo the evil they wifhed to him was good to them: 
or they may be the words of the fame men, ex- 
prefling the defperate condition that David and his 
friends were in, which the pfalmift reprefents in this 
manner, who will fhew us any good ? none, fay they, 
will fhew them any good, neither God nor man ; 
there is no help for him in God; he and his friends 
muft unavoidably perifh: and this produces the 
following petition, Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us, meaning his gracious prefence, 
the manifeftations of himfelf, the difcoveries of his 
love, communion with him, the comforts of his 
Spirit, and the joys of his falvation; fuggefting that 
in the enjoyment of thefe things lay their good and 
happinefs, and their fafety alfo; his face and fa- 
vour, love and grace, being as a fhield to encom- 
pafs them, and as a banner over them, Pfa/. v. 12. 


Cant. ii. 4. and fo Farchi obferves, that the word 


here ufed fignifies to lift up for a banner"; fome 
refpect feems to be had to the form of the prieft’s 
bleffing, Numb. vi. 24-26. and the words are op- 
pofed to the good defired by carnal men, and ex- 
prefs the true happinefs of the faints, P/al. Ixxxix, 
15, this is a blefling wifhed for not only by David 
but by his antitype the Meffiah, Mast. xxvii. 46. 
and by all believers. 

y. 7. Thou haft put gladnefs in my heart, &c.] 
The Lrhiopic verfion reads it into our heart ; in 
granting the above requeft , for nothing fo rejoices 
the hearts of God’s people as the light of his coun- 
tenance, or the enjoyment of his gracious prefence : 
this was matter of excéeding joy to Chrift himfelf, 
Pfal, xxi. 6. Asi. 28. and fo it is to all his mem- 


* So Guffetius, Ebr7Comment. P+ 515, 518. 
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bers ; this caufes inward gladnefs, gladnefs of heatts 
and is oppofed to the external rejoicings of wicked 
men and of hypocrites: and this is of God’s put- 


ting into the heart; and indeed none can put glad- 


nels either into a wounded conf{cience, into the heart 
of a fenfible finner, or into the foul of one that is 
panting after the prefence of God, and communion 
with him, but God himfelf. More than in the 


time that their corn and their wine increafed; mean- . 


ing the time of harveft and of vintage; when there 
is a good harveft, and a good vintage, there is joy 
among men, and the contrary when it is otherwife, 
Ifa. ix. 3. Foel i. 12. thefe things being of general 
ufe, fpread an univerfal joy among people; there 
is fcarce any earthly thing that occafions more joy 
than thefe do; and yet the joy on fuch occafions 
is not to be compared with fpiritual joy, that is a 
joy unfpeakable and full of glory. Some take the 
19 to be not comparative but caufal, and render the 
words °, thou baft put gladnefs in my heart from the 
time that their corn, &c. as do the Chaldee para- 
phrafe and Syriac verfions ; and the Arabic verfion 
renders it, becaufe of the multitude of fruits, 8c. and 
then the fenfe is, as if David fhould fay concerning 
his enemies, ‘* I never envied their profperity, I al- 
¢ ways rejoiced when they had a good harveft, or 
‘¢ vintage, and ftill do; and yet they have rofe up 
‘© and rebelled againft me, and requited me evil 
“« for good.” And this fenfe is given into by the 
Jewifh commentators ‘, and fhews of what an ad- 
mirable fpirit, and in what a fweet difpofition of 
mind the pfalmift was; that whilft his enemies were 
feeking his life, he was rejoicing in their profperity; 
and is a fad aggravation of their wickednefs: and 
this may alfo be underftood of the rejoicing of Da= 
vid, and even of the Meffiah ; and likewife of all 
good men, at the fpiritual profperity of the faints, 
at any increafe of grace, {piritual knowledge and 
joy, fignified by thefe outward things, as in Fer. 
XxXxi. 12. the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, 
Arabic and Ethiopic verfions, add oi/ to corn and 
wine. 

¥. 8. I will both lay me down in peace, and fleep, 
&c.] Signifying, that he had fuch a calmnefs and 
ferenity of mind, amidft all his troubles, that’ he 
could not only lay himfelf down in great peace, 
and much compofure of mind, but fleep alfo, and 
that as foon as laid down almoft; fome lay them- 
felves down but cannot fleep, through the anxiety 
of their minds, but the pfalmift could do both: or 
the word rendered both, may be tranflated together"; 
and the fenfe be either that he would lie down and 
fleep together with his friends, committing himfelf 
and them to the care and proteétion of God ; or 
that he fhould lie down and fleep together with his 
enemies; meaning that he was affured that there 


would quickly be a reconciliation and peace be- — 


tween them; fee Prov. xvi. 7. For thou, Lord, 
only makest me dwell in fafety ; faggefting that his 
protection and fafety were owing to the power and 
prefence of God only; and that was the reafon of 
the tranquillity of his mind, and why he flept fo 
quietly in the night watches, though in fuch dan- 
ger from his enemies; or thou, Lord, make ‘me 


only or alone”, being folitary and deftitute of friends, 
to dwell in fafety , under the fhadow of thy wings, 
c 


encompailed by thy favopr, and furrounded by 
power; fee Deut, xxxiii. 28. ae 


“ 
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Panels MV: 
To the chief mufician upon Nehiloth, a pfalm of David. 


HIS pfalm being written by David under 

i the infpiration of the holy Spirit, is infcribed 
and fent to him who had the direétion and manage- 
ment of the mufical inftruments ufed in religious 
worfhip in David’s time, and afterwards in the 
temple-fervice, called xebiloth; as the preceding 
pfalm is infcribed to him who prefided over thote 
called neginoth; and as they feem to be fuch inftru- 
ments as were played upon with the hand, ftringed 
inftruments, fo thefe feem to be wind-inftruments, 
fuch as were blown with the mouth; as the flute, 
cornet, pipe, trumpet, and hautboy ; the word be- 
ing derived from the fame root as chalil, the pipe, 
is, and fignifies hollow, and fo defigns fuch hollow 
inftruments as above: Rabbenu Hai * thinks the 
inftrument intended was fo called from the hum- 
ming of bees, which its found refembled; sechil 
feel deborim, with the rabbins ” fignifying a fwarm 
of bees; and a word from the fame root in the 
Arabic language is ufed for a bee*; though others 
have thought it might be fo called from the mur- 
muring noife of a brook or river, to which the 
found of it might be like; becaufe a word from the 
fame root this is thought to come, in the Hebrew 
Janguage fignifies a brook or river. The Septuagint 
verlion, which is followed by the Vulgate Latin and 
Ethiopic verfions, renders it, for that which obtained 
the inheritance; and the Arabic verfion, concerning 
the inheritance ; and to this agrees the old Midrajh 
*of the Jews; but what is the meaning is left to 
every one to conjecture; the reafon of thefe ver- 
fions is becaufe the root from whence this word is 
fuppofed to be derived, fignifies to inherit: the 
Targum renders the whole infcription thus, to fng 
upon toe dances a fong of David, as it does the title 


of the preceding pfalm; Aben Ezra takes the word, » 


as he does neginoth, to be the firft word of fome 
fong, to the tune-of which this pfalm was to be 
fung; and archi interprets it troops or armies, 
and fays it is a prayer on account of the troops of 
enemies that came againft J/rae/; and that the 
finger faid this pfalm on the behalf of all Z/rael. 
The Syriac interpreter calls it a prayer in the perfon 
of the church, when it went in the morning to the 
houfe of the Lord. The occafion of it feems to 
be the fame with that of the two former: and cer- 
tain it is, that the pfalmift was in diftrefs by reafon 
of wicked men when he wrote it, as appears from 
feveral paffages in it; the ancient Jewith doétors ° 
underftood by them Deeg and Abitophel, fome 
think it was penned, as the preceding pfalm, on 
account of the rebellion of Sheba, 2 Sam. xx, 


y¥. 1. Give ear to my words, O Lord, &c.]. Mean- 
ing not his words in common converfation, but in 
prayer; the words which came out of his mouth, 
and were audibly expreffed by him at the throne 
of grace, and defign vocal prayer; and fo ftand 
diftinguifhed from the meditation of his heart, fa- 
cred ejaculations, or mental prayer; fee P/al, liv. 
2. and xix. 14. and words in prayer to God ought 
to be few, at leaft not repeated, Eccl. v. 2. Matt. 
vi. 7. and thefe fhould be a man’s own words, as 


® Apud Kimchi & Ben Melech in loc. So David de Pomis, Lexic. fol. 93.1. 


e500 Tes 2 Alnachal, apes. Arab. verf. Deut. i. 44. 
Kimchi & Arama in loc. 
& fufpiria mea, Michaelis, 


were the pfalmift’s; not what were fuggefted by 
another, or written in a book before him, but what 
were of his own compofing and putting together, 
under the direction of the Spirit of God; who put 
words into his mouth, and furnifhed him both with 
words and matter, and which he freely uttered be- 
fore the Lord: and this is the parrbefia, boldnefs, 
freedom of fpeech, which the fcriptures fpeak of, 
Heb, iv. 16, and x. 19. and the faints are allowed 
to ufe in prayer before God; when they may pour 
out their fouls unto him, and freely tell him all 
their mind, as the pfalmift now did; to which he 
intreats the Lord to give ear; not that God has a 
corporeal ear as man has, but he that made the ear 
has the power of hearing : this is an anthropopathy, 
and is fpoken after the manner of men; fuch as 
are of kind and benevolent difpofitions do not turn 
away, but ftop and hear what a poor miferable ob- 
ject has to fay to them, to whom they liften and 
return an anfwer; and fo this phrafe is expreffive 
of the kind regard God has to the prayers of the 
deftitute, which he does not defpife but delight in; 
and of his bowing and inclining his ear, or of the 
ftriét and clofe attention he gives to them; and of 
the full and fuitable anfwer he returns, in his own 
time and way ; and is what the pfalmift moft ear- 
neftly intreats. He adds, confider my meditation ; 
the prayer he had meditated: for meditation is re- 
quifite to prayer, and fhould go before it; which 
is neceflary in order to pray with the underftand- 
ing; nor fhould men utter any thing rafhly and 
haftily before the Lord: it may defign mental 
prayer, in diftinétion from vocal prayer, fignified 
by his words before, fuch as that of Moj/es at the 
Red fea, and of Hannab before Ei, Exod. xiv. 15. 
1 Sam. i. 13. The word alfo fignifies inward 
mourning, fighs and groans ; the root from whence 
this is derived fignifies to mourn, and is fo rendered 
in Ifa. xxxviii. 14, where Hezekiah compares hig 
prayers to the chattering of a crane and fwallow, 
and the mourning of a dove; and are the fame 
with the unutterable groanings with which the Spi- 
rit of God fometimes makes interceffion for the 
faints, Rom. viii, 26. and which are not hid from 
God, P/al. xxxviii. 9, but are well known to him: 
he underftands the language of a figh or groan 5 
and fo the words may be rendered underftand my 
moan ©. 

y.2. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, &c.] 
Which feems to intend more than groans or words, 
even a loud outcry, as of a perfon in great diftrefs; 
fuch as the ftrong crying of Chrift, in the days of 
his flefh, when on the crofs, forfaken by God, de- 
ferted by his friends, and furrounded by his enee 


mies, Heb. vy. 7. and fuch, in fome meafure, wag’ 


the cafe of David his type. ‘The arguments ufed 
by him, that the Lord would hearken to him, are 
as follow: and the firft is taken from his intereft 
in the Lord, and his relation to him, My King, 
and my God the Lord was David’s King in a civil 
fenfe ; tho’ David was a king over others, yet the 
Lord, who is the King of kings, was King over 
him, and he owned him to be fo; he was fet upon 


the 
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the throne by him, had his kingdom from him, 
and was accountable to him: and he was his King 
in a natural fenfe, the kingdom of nature and pro- 
vidence belonging to him, as he was his creator, 
preferver, protector and defender ; and in a fpiri- 
tual fenfe, he being delivéred from the dominion 
of other lords, fin, Satan, and the world, and 
brought to a fubjection to him by his Spirit and 
grace 5 and fo to own him as his King and Law- 
giver, as well as his Saviour, And he was his 
God; not in a general way, as he is the God of 
the fpirits of all flefh living; nor merely in the pe- 
culiar way in which he was the God of the people 
of J/rael ; but in a moft fpecial manner, as being 
his covenant-God and Father in Chrift. He was 
his God, not only as the God of nature and provi- 
dence, ‘but as the God of all grace; who had dif- 
tinguifhed him by fpecial and fpiritual bleffings and 
favours; and whom David loved, believed in, and 
worfhipped as his God. And this his intereft in 
him, and relation to him, he ufes with great per- 
tinence and propriety, as an argument that he 
might be heard by him; fince the Lord was his 
King, and he is fubject ; the Lord was his God, 
and he one of his people; the Lord was his fa- 
ther, and he a child of his; and therefore intreats 
and hopes to be heard ; fee //a. Ixill. 15, 16. His 
next argument is taken from his refolution to pray 
to him, and to continue to do fo: For unto thee 
will I pray; and only to thee: not to the gods of 
the heathen, to idols, the works of mens hands, 
who can neither hear nor fave: and to thee al- 
ways; fuggefting, that he would never leave off 
praying till he was heard; he would give him no 
reft day nor night, until he received an anfwer, 
X. 3. My voice fhalt thou hear in the morning, O 
Lord, &c.] Thefe words may be confidered, ei- 
ther as exprefling the confidence of the pfalmift, 
that the Lord would hear and anfwer him, and that 
in the morning, every morning, as foon and as 
often as he prayed; or that he would hear him early, 
quickly, fpeedily, feafonably, and at the beft time ; 
or elfe,as declaring what he would do in confe- 
quence of his refolution to pray to the Lord in the 
preceding verfe ; he would pray to him every 
morning: the morning is a proper time for prayer, 
both to return thanks to God for refrefhing fleep 
and reft, for prefervation from dangers by fire, by 
thieves and murderers, and for renewed mercies in 
the morning ; as alfo to pray to God, to keep from 
evil and dangers the day following; to give daily 
food, and to fucceed in bufinefs and the employ- 
ments of life; and for a continuation of every 
mercy, temporal and fpiritual. God fhould be 
ferved and fought in the firft place; and fo to do, 
looks as if God was with his people, and they with 
him, when they awake in the morning. The Tar- 
gum and Arabic verfion confider the words as a pe- 
tition, and render them, Hear * in the morning, O 
Lord, my voice, or my petition; and fo bear the 
fame fenfe as the other petitions. Jn the morning 
will I direé# my prayer unto thee ; or fet it in or- 
der“: not fo much refpecting the order of words, 
the method of prayer, which is fometimes very 
broken and confufed, and yet regarded by God; 
but in allufion either to the fhew-bread, placed in 
order on the table, which was typical of Chrift’s 
continual interceffion for his people, Exod. xl. 4. 
or to the offering of incenfe and other facrifices, 
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which when offered, were put in order upon the 
altar ; and to which prayer is compared, P/al. cxli. 
2. Or the words may be rendered, J will #and 
before thee in the morning, as the Arabic verfion; | 
or, I will prefent unto thee, as the Sepiuagint ; that 
is, myfelf; fee Fob i. 6. Rom. xii. 1, tho’ the fup- 
plement, my prayer, feems to be a good one; and 
{o the words are fupplied by the Jewifh commen- 
tators ‘. And will look up; or out *, as out of a 
watch-tower, Hab. ii. 1. to fee if help is coming, 
and for an anfwer of prayer: the phrafe is expref- 
five of hope, expectation, faith and confidence, that 
an anfwer would be returned; and therefore the 
pfalmift determines to look upwards to heaven, 
whither he directed his prayer, and from whence 
the anfwer muft come; and to look out from his 
watch-tower, where he was waiting for it, and to 
continue patiently expecting it, till he had it: and 
the ground of his confidence were the nature and 
perfections of God, particularly his purity and ho- 
linefs, as appears from the following verfe. 

¥. 4. bor thou art not a God that bath pleafure 
in wickedne/s, &c.| Sin, ungodlinefs ; it is con- 
trary to his nature, who is holy, juft and good, 
and, to his will revealed in his law, which is the 
{ame with his nature; and fin is a tranfereffion of 
it. God is fo far from taking pleafure in fin, that 
it is the abominable thing which his righteous foul 
hates ; tho’ this hinders not his voluntary permif- 
fion of fin, or his decree of it ; which he has willed, 
tho’ he does not delight in it, in order to magnify 
the riches of his grace and mercy in the falvation of 
his people : nor is this contrary to the delight and 
pleafure which he takes in the perfons of his elect 
in Chrift, tho’ they are finners in themfelves, and 
were fo when he fo loved them as to give his Son 
for them, and who died for them while they were 
yet finners; and when he fends his Spirit to rege- 
nerate and fanctify them, and are after converfion 
guilty of many fins: for tho’ he delights in their 
perfons, he has no pleafure in their fins; nor is it 
confiftent with the holinefs of his nature to take 
pleafure in wickednefs, let it be committed by 
whomfoever. Neither jhall evil dwell with thee ; 
that is, the evil man, who continues in a courfe of 
wickednefs, and lives and dies in his fins. He has 
no communion with God here, nor fhall he dwell 
with him hereafter; but fhall be bid to depart from 
him, whether he be a profane finner openly, or fe- 
cretly a wicked profeffor of religion. The fenfe of 
the pfalmift is, that fince they were evil and wicked | 
men, that were rifen up againft him, and gave him 
trouble, he entertained a {trong confidence that 
God would hear him, for himfelf and his friends,. 
whofe caufe was righteous; and appear againft his 
enemies, who were wicked and ungodly men; 
and this he grounded upon the purity and holi 
nefs of God. 

¥. 5. The fooli/h fhall not ftand in thy fight, &c. | 
By the foolifa, are meant not fuch who are fo in a 
natural, but in a moral fenfe, wicked and ungodly 
men. The Septuagint render the word, tran/greffors 
of the law; and the Vulgate Latin verfion, the un- 
righteous ; andthe Arabic verfion, they that contradict 
thy precepts. ‘The word * ufed comes from a root, 
which fignifies to praife; and may defign fuch as 
are praifers of themfelves, proud boafters; who are 
elated with their own excellencies, with their wii- 
dom, ftrength, honours, riches and righteoufneis, 

and 
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and treat all others with contempt; for tho’ they 
are unrighteous, yet they truft in themfelves that 
they are righteous, and defpife others, which be- 
trays their folly ; hence the Syriac verfion renders 
it, the proud; and the Chaldee paraphrafe, mockers. 
And their not ftanding in the fight of God, denotes 
his abhorrence and deteftation of them; as when 
one man abhors another, he cannot endure to look 
upon him, or bear to have him in his prefence: 
and it fhews that fuch fhall receive no favour from 
him ; for tho’, like proud Haman, they may think 
themfelves his favourites, and they are the perfons 
the King will delight to honour; yet to their great 
mortification they will find, that a poor Mordecai, 
a mean defpicable believer, will be preferred unto 
them. Nor fhail they ftand in acceptance and con- 
fidence before him, at the day of judgment: they 
will not be able to ftand themfelves, but will call 
to the rocks and mountains to cover them; and 
they will not be fuffered to ftand, but will be driven 
from the prefence of the Lord into everlafting 
burnings. Thou hateft all workers of iniquity, not 
all that have fin in them or do fin, for there are 
none without it; but fuch who give themfelves up 


to work wickednefs, who make it the bufinefs of 


their lives, and are flaves unto it, living in a con- 
tinued feries and courfe of impiety ; and this cha- 
racter does not only belong to openly profane fin- 
ners, but to fome profeffors of religion; fee Matt. 
Vii. 22, 23. and thefe are the objects of God’s ha- 
tred. Which does not fo much intend any paft act 
of his, the preterition or paffing them by, when 
he chofe others ‘in his eternal purpofes; in which 
fenfe the word is ufed in Rom. ix. 13. as his conti- 
nued averfion to them, denying them his grace and 
favour, and rejecting them from all nearnefs to him 
and communion with him; and may include the 
everlafting punifhment of them, by which his dif- 
plicency and hatred will be made manifeft: and 
he is impartial in it, without any refpect to perfons, 
high or low, rich or poor; indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh, will come upon every foul 
of man that does evil. God’s love to his own peo- 
ple was antecedent to fin, and was placed upon 
them in Chrift, in whom their perfons are always 
well pleafing to him; and though they finned in 
Adam, and became actual tranfgreffors of his law, 
yet fuch was his love to their perfons, that he faves 
them from their fins by the blood and righteoufnets 
of his Son. 

¥. 6. Thou fhalt deftroy them that fpeak leafing, 
&c.] Or a ie’; whether in matters of religion; 
as falfe doétrines, errors and herefies, are lies ; and 
fo all that deny the deity, fonfhip and meffiahfhip 
of Chrift, are liars; and the followers of the man 
of fin fpeak lies in hypocrify: or in common con- 
verfation ; fuch are like to Satan, and are abomi- 
nable in the fight of God; and he will deftroy them, 
either with a temporal deftruction, with bodily dif- 
eafes, as Gebazi was {mitten with a leprofy; and with 
corporal death, as Ananias and Sapphira, or with 
eternal deftruction, the deftruction of body and foul 
in hell; for ali liars have their part in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimftone. The Lord 
will abhor the bloody and deceitful man; or the man 
of blood and decett*; that thirfts after blood; who 
fheds innocent blood, as the Zargum paraphrafes it. 


He fhewed his refentment againft Caiz, the firft of 


this fort, in a way that was intolerable to him. He 
very early eftablifhed a law, requiring that he who 
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fhed man’s blood, by man fhould his blood be 
fhed; and he will give the whore of Rome, who 
has been drunk with the blood of his faints, blood 
to drink, becaufe fhe is worthy. And all fuch who 
flatter with their tongue, and fpeak with a double 
heart, and lie in wait to deceive their neighbour, 
whether in things temporal or fpiritual, are the ob- 


jects of his abhorrence and indignation; fee P/alm 


lv. 23. Now David’s enemies being fuch fort of 
perfons foolith, wicked men, proud and haugh- 
ty, workers of iniquity, liars, bloody and deceit- 
ful men, men that God had an abhorrence of : 
he therefore hoped and was confident, that God 
pes hear his prayers againft them, and for him- 
felf. 

¥.7. But as for me, I will come into thy houfe, 
&c.] The tabernacle of Mo/fes, fometimes called 
the houfe of God, 1 Chron. ix. 23. for as yet the 
temple was not built. Here David had been ufed 
to go in times paft; and tho’ he was now ina kind 
of exile from it, he was confident he fhould again 
enter into it, and determined fo to do whenever he 
had an opportunity, and that in the following man- 
ner: In the multitude of thy mercy; grace or good- 
nefs. God is rich in mercy, abundant in goodnefs 
and truth; there is a multitude of mercy, love, 
and grace in his heart, and which is ftored up in 
his covenant, and difplayed in his Son, and in the 
provifion of him as a Saviour of loft finners ; a- 
bundant mercy is fhewn in regeneration, in adop- 
tion, and in the forgivenefs of fins, and in every 
fpiritual blefiing, and in the gift of eternal life. 
And now, not relying on his own merits, ftrength 
and righteoufnefs, or leaning to his own under- 
ftanding, but trufting in the mercy, grace and 
goodnels of God in Chrift, and in hope of finding 
more grace and mercy to help in time of need; 
with thankfulnefs for what he had received, he de- 
termines, by divine leave and affiftance, to enter 
into the houfe of the Lord: and whatever other 
perfons did, whom he had before deferibed, it was 
his refolution to ferve the Lord, under a fenfe of 
his mercy and goodnefs to him; which laid him 
under an obligation fo to do, and is the true prin- 
ciple from which all fervice fhould proceed. And 
in thy fear will I worfhip toward thy holy temple; 
either heaven, the habitation of God’s holinefs, to- 
wards which and to God there, the pfalmift would 
lift up his eyes, his hands and heart; or the taber- 
nacle, at the door of which the worfhip of God 
was performed, the facrifices were brought, and 


| God met his people; and therefore he fays, he 


would worfhip towards the temple or tabernacle, 
Levit. i. 3. Exod. xxix. 42, 43. And it may be 
that David has reference to the Meffiah, the me- 
dium of divine worfhip; whofe human nature was 
typified by the tabernacle and temple, in which the 
fulnefs of the Godhead dwells: the pfalmift there- 
fore purpofes to worfhip God in Chrift, and to per- 
form all acts of worfhip, as prayer, praife, hear- 
ing the word, offering facrifice, &c. in the name 
and faith of Chrift; looking towards him for the 
prefentation of his fervices by him, and for the ac- 
ceptance of them with God through him: and this 
he defired to do in the fear of God; not with a 
flavifh fear, but with reverence and godly fear; 
with a fear influenced by the multitude of God’s 
mercy, grace and goodnefs, in a humble, modeft 
manner, not trufting to or depending upon any 
fervice done by him. 

y. 8, 
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y¥.8. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteoufnefs, &c.] 
Not in mine but thine; in the righteoufnefs of God, 
which is revealed in the gofpel, trom faith to faith, 
and is imputed by God, and received by faith; in 
this righteoufnefs the pfalmift defired to be led into 
the houfe of God, and appear before him ; nor is 
there any other righteoufnefs, in which man can 
ftand before God and worfhip. Or elfe the fenfe 
js, that God would lead him in the way of righte- 
oufnefs, in his righteous ftatutes, judgments and 
ordinances ; in which way the Lord does lead his 
people, P/al. xxiii. 3. Prov. viii. 20. Or that he 
would lead him for his righteoufnefs-fake ; becaufe 
of his faithfulnefs to his promifes, that he would 
direct, uphold, and never leave nor forfake him. 
David was very fenfible that the way of man is not 
in himtelf, and that he could not direct his own 
fteps; and therefore defired to be guided by the 
Lord, and to be led by the right hand of his righ- 
teoufnels, and to be upheld by it in his ways: Be- 
caufe of mine enemies; Or, thofe that obferve me’; 
that lie in wait and watch for my halting, as Yere- 
miab’s enemies did ; and would rejoice at my fall, 
and infulc me, and blafpheme thy name ; therefore 
lead, guide and uphold me. Make thy way flraight 
before my face; thy way of providence, thy way 
of grace, thy way of worfhip and duty ; let it ap- 
pear plain and manifeft, that I may know in which 
way I fhould walk ; and let all obftructions be re- 
moved out of the way, that I may walk ftraight 
on, without any ~ difficulty or hindrance. He 
feems to have refpect to his enemies, who lay 
in his way, that God would remove them; fee 
¥. 9, 10. 

¥.9. For there is xo faithfulnefs in their mouth, 
&c.] In the mouth of the ungodly, as the Chaldee 
paraphrafe ; in the mouth of every one of them, 
as Aben Ezra interprets it: that is, in the mouth 
of every wicked, bloody and deceitful man; of 
every one of David’s enemies, as Saul, or the con- 
{pirators with Abfalom his fon. There was no 
ftedfaftnefs in them; nothing right, fure, or firm 
faid by them ; nothing that could be depended up- 
on; there was zo truth in them, as the Septua- 
gint, Vulgate Latin, Arabic, and Ethiopic verfions 
render it. And as this was true of Davia’s, fo of 
Chrift’s enemies ; of Herod, and of the Herodians, 
and of the Scribes and Pharifees; fee AZatt. ii. 8. 
and xxii. 16. and of the enemies of Chrift’s gof- 
pel; of all falfe teachers, who fpeak not the word 
faithfully; tell dreams, ufe the hidden things of 
difhonefty, walk in craftinefs, handle the word of 
God deceitfully,. and fpeak lies in hypocrify : there 
is no Certainty in them, nor is any thing they fay 
to be trufted to. And this is the character of 
wicked men in common: they are an affembly of 
treacherous men; there is none upright among 
them ; nor is any confidence to be placed in them: 
the people of God are in danger of being impofed 
upon, and mifled by them to their hurt; and 
therefore the pfalmift prays, that the Lord would 
lead him in his righteoufnefs. Their inward part 
1s very wickedne/s , their heart, which is defperately 
wicked, exgeeding finful; not only wicked; and 
very wicked, but wickednefs itfelf. This is the 
root and fountain of all wickednefs; and the rea- 
fon why there is no faithfulnefs in their mouth: 
the word ™ is fometimes rendered, their inward 
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thought, Pfal. xlix. 11. and Ixiv. 6. which is the 
inmoft of man, the neareft to him ; and which and 
even the imagination of it is evil, and that cdnti- 


3 


nually: the word” tranflated wickedne/s, fignifies ry 


woes, calamities, and mifchiefs,; and fuch the 
wicked hearts of men are full of, and are conti- 
nually devifing againft the people of God, and 
his righteous caufe, And this is the juft cha- 
racter of ungodly men, even though they 

profefs to know God, have a form of godlinefs, 
and be outwardly righteous before men; as thefe 
were David was concerned with. Their throat is 
an open fepulchre, or as one, as the Targum para-_ 
phrafes it; to which the throat of wicked men 
may be compared for its voracity and infatiable- 
nefs; the grave being one of thofe.three or four 
things, which never has enough or is fatisfied. 
And this is true of the throat, whether it be con- 
fidered as an inftrument of fpeech, and throws out 


devouring words to the prejudice of the charaéters - 


and reputations of others; or as an inftrument of 
{wallowing meat and drink, and where the plea- 
fure of appetite is; and fo may be exprefiive of the 
eager defire of the wicked after fin, who drink up 
iniquity like water ; and of their delight in it, and 
their fulnefs of it, and yet ftill greedy, infatiable, 
and not to be fatisfied: and their throat may be 
compared to an open grave, for the naufeous 
{tench it emits ; corrupt communication, filthinefs, 
and foolifh talking proceeding out of it; and hor- 
rible oaths, curfes, imprecations,. and blafphemies 
being belched out through it; and for the danger 
which is by it, fince into it men may fall una- 
wares; and fo the evil communications of wicked 
men corrupt good manners, and do great mifchief 
to thofe who fall into company with them. They 


flatter with their tongue, or, make it fmooth°; ufe 
‘oily expreffions, foft language: or, part or di- 


vide ® their tongue; are double-tongued and dou- 
ble-hearted ; and fo deceive perfons, as the apo- 
{tle interprets it in Rom. iii. +3. They flatter 
God himfelf, drawing nigh to him in an hypo- 
critical way; they flatrer men, their neighbours, 
and impofe-upon them ; they flatter princes, and 
fuch fycophants were about David. And iuch 
are falfe teachers, who prophefy fmooth things, 
and with good words and fair fpeeches deceive 
the hearts of the fimple; on which account there 
is great reafon to pray to be led and directed by 
the Lord. - 

y¥. 10. Destroy thou them, O God, 8¢c.} Or make. 
them guilty’; that is, make them appear to be 
guilty, either to themfelves, that they may ac- 
knowledge their offences, confefs their guilt, and 
afk for pardon; or to others, pronounce them 
guilty, pafs the fentence of condemnation on them : 
and the Chaldee paraphrafe and the Syriac verfion 
render it by 39 condemn them, or hold the: 1 
guilty ; and the Septuagint, Vuigate Latin, Pe 
and. Ethiopic verfions, judge them ; treat them as 
guilty perfons, punifh them, deftroy them foul 
and body,, with an eyerlafting deftruétion. Let 
them fall by their own counfels; into the pit Hey have 
dug for others; as Haman fell by his countfels, 


and was hanged on the gallows he prepared for 
And fo fometimes a man’s own — 
counfel cafts him down, and is the caufe of his _ 


Mordecai. 


ruin, Fob xviii. 7. Or, becaufe of their own 


—— 
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os *, which they have taken againft the Lord and 

is anointed, againft his caufe and intereft, and 
againft his righteous ones, particularly David ; 
meaning their wicked counfels, in which they 
walked ; fee Hof. xi.6. Or from their counfels* 
as the Targum and moft verfions render it: that 
is, let their counfels be turned into foolifhnefs, be- 
come brutifh, be carried keadlong, and come to 
nought. Which had its accomplifhment in 4bi- 
thophel. Cast them out; either out of their own 
country, and carry them into captivity ; or from 
the prefence of the Lord, from his tabernacle and 
worthip ; which David’s enemies now enjoyed, and 
gloried in: or into outer darknefs, into a furnace 
of fire, where there is weeping and wailing and 
gnafhing of teeth. In the multitude of their tranf- 
grefions : when God deals with men in a way of 
grace, he turns away ungodlinefs from them, or 
them from their ungodlinefs ; but when in a way 

*of judgment he fuffers them to die in their fins, 
and fo perith: or for the multitude of their tranf- 
grefions*. The fins of tranfgreflors are many , 
and becaufe of them they are caft out of the fight 
of God, and will be bid to depart from him here- 
after. For they have rebelled agains thee: all fin 
is a rebellion againft God; hence finners are call- 
ed rebellious ones. The rebellion of David’s fub- 
jects againft him, was a rebellion againft God ; 
becaufe it was an attempt to dethrone him, whom 
God had made king -of J/rael. The word “ fig- 
nifies, to imbitter, exafperate and provoke: and 
fuch is the nature of fin, it is a bitter, thing in it- 
felf, and it provokes the eyes of God’s glory. 
Now thefe feveral expreffions are to be confidered, 
not fo much petitions, as prophecies ; and not as 
imprecations, but as predictions of what would be 
the portion of wicked men. 

y.11. But let all thofe that put their tru in 
thee rejoice, &c.| Who truft not in themfelves, in 
their own hearts, in their righteoufnefs, or riches, 
or ftrength; but in the name, righteoufnefs and 
ftrength of the Lord: who betake themfelves to 
him, and put all their confidence in him: let them 
rejoice in the falvation of the Lord, and in hope 
of eternal glory and happinefs. Let them even 
foout for joy: not only rejoice inwardly, but ex- 
prefs their joy externally, with their voices, and in 
the loudeft manner; and that always, the matter 
and foundation of a believer’s joy always conti- 
nues ; and fo does the grace itfelf: though it is 
not always in exercife, yet it isan everlafting joy ; 
and with it the redeemed of the Lord will come 
to Zion, and no man will be able to take away 
their joy. Which diftinguifhes it from the 
triumphing of the wicked, and the joy of the 
hypocrite, which is but for a moment. Becau/e 
thou defendeft. them, or covereft them“; with the 
feathers of divine protection, under the fhadow 
of his wings, and with thehollow of his hand: 
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fo God preferves his people, keeps them by his 
power, as the apple of his eye, and is ‘a wall of 
fire round about them. Which is a good reafon 
why they fhould rejoice, and fhout for joy. Let 
them alfo that love thy name; as all that put their 
truft in the Lord do; they love the Lord himfelf, 
becaufe of the perfections of his nature, and the 
works of his hands, and for what he has done for 
them: they love all they know of him ; they love 
him in all his perfons, Father, Son, and Spirit ; 
and every name of his, by which he has made 
himfelf known. They love, admire, and adore 
all his attributes and perfections, as they are dif- 
played in the works of creation and providence ; 
and efpecially in redemption by Jefus Chrift, where 
they all glorioufly meet together; and in whom 
God has proclaimed his name gracious and mer- 
ciful. ‘They love his word, his gofpel, by which 
he is made known ; and they love his people, on 
whom his name is called, and who call upon his 
name. And let fuch, fays the pfalmift, Ze joyful 
in thee: not rejoice in their boafting of their wif- 
dom, ftrength, riches and righteoufnefs ; all fuch 
rejoicing is evil: but in the Lord, in his grace, 
righteoufnefs and falvation. He is the only true 
proper object of fpiritual joy ; and there is good 
reafon for it, from what follows. 

¥.12. For thou, Lord, wilt blefs the righteous.} 
As he has bleffed him with a righteoufnefs, even 
the righteoufnefs of God imputed to him, by which 
he is denominated righteous, and with the forgive- 
nefs of his fins ; fo he will blefs him with peace and 
profperity,* with all {piritual bleffings, with the 
bleffings of grace here, and glory hereafter. Hence 
he has juft reafon to rejoice and be glad. With 
favour wilt thou compafs bim, as with a fhield : by 
which is meant the free favour, love, and grace 
of God in Chrift, which fprings from his fove- 
reign will and pleafure ; is his good will to men, 
and the exceeding riches of his grace, fhewn in 
his kindnefs towards them in Chrift Jefus: and 
the compaffing or crowning of the righteous with 
it, as the word * fignifies, is expreffive of the abun- 
dance of it, in the application of it to them in con- 
verfion, and in every inftance and blefling of 
grace; for fuch are crowned with loving-kindnefg 
and tender mercies; the grace of the Lord is ex- 
ceeding abundant towards them, it flows and over- 
flows; it furrounds them on all fides, and covers 
them all over: it is as a fhield unto them from 


all their enemies, P/a/m xl, 11. and which being 


held in the hand of faith, quenches the fiery darts 
of Satan ; and is the faint’s fecurity from every 
enemy, and from all hurt and danger, here or 
hereafter; fee Zeph. iii.17. Rom. viii. 38,39. and 
is a crown of glory upon them, which makes them 
glorious, lovely and amiable. Some interpret this 
of Chrift the righteous One ; fo Nebien/is. 
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To the chief mufician on Neginoth upon Sheminith, a pfalm of David. 


HAT is defigned by the chief mujfician, and | it feems to be one particular fort of the xeginoth, or 
what is meant by neginotb, have been ob- | ftringed inftrument, which this man had the care 


ferved in the title of Pfalmiv. As for /heminith, | of ; fee the title of Pfalm xii. which moft 
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Hebrew writers ’ underftand of the harp of eight 
ftrings, to which this pfalm was fet; and which, 
from the number of its ftrings, was called /bemi- 
nith, which fignifies the eighth: and this receives 
confirmation from «Cbron.xv.21. Theeighth ftring 
was added to the harp by Simonides, according to 
Pliny? : bur if fuch an harp is here meant, this re- 
futes it, for David lived long before Simonides. 
Though fome * have thought it refers to a poem or 
fong of eight notes, to the tune of which this pfalm 
was fung; or to the eighth note, which was grave, 
and which we call the bafe. As for the eighth 
day of circumcifion, of which fome Jewith writers 
myftically interpret it; or the eighth, that is, the 
firft day, or Lord’s day, to which fome of the an- 
cient Chriftian writers refer it, or the eighth age, 
or millennium, as Theodoret; thefe can by no 
means be admitted of. The occafion of it was ei- 
ther fome bodily difeafe the pfalmift laboured un- 
der, or fome diftrefs of foul, on account of fin; 
and the rather this feems to be the cafe, feeing the 
pfalm begins with the fame words as pfalm xxxviil. 
in which the pfalmift fo much bewails his iniquity. 
Some have thought it was drawn up, for the ufe 
of any and every fick perfon ; and others fay it 
was written on the account of J/rae/ in captivity, 


who were then as fick perfons’: but rather, the’ 


occafion of it was bodily ficknefs, inward guilt of 
confcience for fin, and diftrefs by enemies; as ap- 
pears from y. 3,4, 758. 


y. 1. O Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger, &c.] 
The Lord fometimes rebukes, or reproves, men by 
his Spirit, and fometimes by his word and minif- 
ters, and fometimes by his providences, and that 
on account of fin; to bring to a fenfe and acknow- 
Tedgment of it; and particularly for remiffhefs in 
duty, or neglect of it; and for trufting in the crea- 
ture, or in any outward enjoyment, boafting of it, 
and loving it too much; and thele rebukes of his 
own people are always in love, and never in wrath, 
though they fometimes fear they are; fee P/alm 
Ixxxviii. 7, 16. Lam. iii. 1. and therefore deprecate 
them, as the pfalmift here does ; not the thing it- 
felf, but the manner in which it is apprehended it 
is done, or doing. Neither chaften me in thy bot 
difpleafure ; when God chaftens his own people it 
is not in a way of vindictive wrath, or as a proper 
punifhment for fin; for this would be'contrary to 
Chrift’s furetyfhip-engagements and performances, 
and to the doétrine of his fatisfaétion for fin; it 
would draw a vail over it, and render it of none 
effect ; it would be contrary to the juftice of God 
to punifh both furety and principal; and to the 
everlafting love of God to them, in which he al- 
ways refts, and from which there can be no fepa- 
ration; ‘nor would they be dealt with as children ; 
and befides would be condemned with the world, 
and killed with the fecond death; whereas they 
will not, though chaftened of God, it is the chaft- 
ning of a father, is very inftructive to them, and is 
always for their good, fpiritual and eternal ; is in 
meafure, in judgment, and in love; and never -in 
fury and hot difpleafure ; but this being feared, is 
deprecated. 

¥. 2. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, &c.] He 
knew he was a finner, both by original fin and ac~ 
tual tranfgreffion, which he was always ready to 
own ; he knew that what he had done deferved the 
wrath of God, even his hot difpleafure ; and that 
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for fuch things it came upon the children of dif- 
obedience: he knew that there was mercy with 
God through Chrift, and therefore he flees unto it, 
pleads for it, and intreats the manifeftation of for- 
giving love: he pleads no merits of his own, nor 
makes any mention of former works of righteouf- 
nefs done by him, but throws himfelf upon the 
mercy of God in Chrift; giving this as a reafon, 
for Tam weak; either in body, through fome dif- 
eafe upon him ; or in foul, being enfeebled by fin, 
and {fo without fpiritual ftrength to do that which 
was good of himfelf; to exercife grace, and per- 
form duty, and much lefs to keep the law of God, 
or make atonement for fin, or to bear the punifh- 
ment of it. O Lord, beal me; meaning either his 
body, for God is the phyfician of the body, he 
wounds and he heals; fo he healed Hezekiah and 
others ; and he fhould be fought to in the firft place 
by perfons under bodily diforders : or elfe his foul, 
as in P/al. xli. 4. fin is the difeafe of the foul, and 
a very lothfome one it is, and is incurable but by 
the balm of Gilead, and the phyfician there; by 
the blood of Chrift, and forgivenefs through it ; 
and the forgivenefs of fin is the healing of the dif- 
eafes of the foul, Pfal. ciii. 3. For my bones are 
vexed, with ftrong pain; meaning his body, as 
Kimchi and Aben Ezra obferve; becaufe thefe are 
the foundation of the body, and the more principal 
parts of it: and this may be underftood of his grief 
and trouble of heart for his fins and tranfgreffions, 
which is fometimes exprefled by the bones being 
broke, and by there being no reft in them, P/a/. li. 
8, and xxxvili. 3. 

¥. 3. My foul is alfo fore vexed, &c.) Or exe 
ceedingly troubled *, and even frightned and thrown 
into a confternation with indwelling fin, and on 
account of actual tranfgreffions, and by reafon of 
the hidings of God’s face, and through the temp- 
tations of Satan, and becaufe of the fear of death 3. 
to which Old-Teftament-faints were very incident. 
But thou, O Lord, bow long? it is an abrupt ex- 
preffion, the whole he defigned is not fpoken, be- 
ing hindered through the grief and forrow with 
which his heart was overwhelmed; and is to be 
fupplied after this manner, ‘ fhall I have refrefh- 
ment ?” as the Chaldee paraphrafe ; or * wilt thou 
look and not heal me?” as Farchi; or ** my foul 
be troubled?” as dben Ezra; or “ fhall I be af- 
ficted, and thou wilt not heal me?” as Kimchi; or 
‘* wilt thou afflict me, and not arife to my help?” 
fee Pfal, xiii. 1, 2. 


Phvi.x.1—4. 


¥. 4. Return, O Lord, &c.] By this it feems — 


that the Lord had withdrawn himfelf, and was de- 
parted from the pfalmift, wherefore he intreats him 
to return unto him, and grant him his gracious pre- 
fence. 
every where: going away and returning cannot be 
properly afcribed to him 5 but he may be faid to 


God is immenfe and omniprefent, he is 


depart from his people, as to fenfible communion , 


with him, and enjoyment of him; when he hides 
his face, withdraws his gracious prefence, and the 
comfortable difcoveries and influences of his love ; 
and he may be faid to return when he vifits them 
again, and manifefts his love and favour to them: 
the Jewifh writers * interpret it, ‘¢ return from the 
fiercenefs of thine anger,” as in Pfalm Ixxxv. 3. 
and though there is no fuch change in God, as from 


love to wrath, and from wrath to love; but inaf- — 


much as there is a change in his difpenfations to- 
wards his people, it is as if it was fo; and thus ic 
is 


z Nat. Hift. 1.7. ¢. 56. 
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is apprehended by them. Deliver my foul; from 
the anxiety, diltrefs, and fore vexation it was now 
in, tor of all troubles foul-troubles are the wortt ; 
and from all enemies and workers of iniquity which 
were now about him, and gave him much grief 
and uneafinefs; and from death itfelf, he was in 
fear of. O, fave me for thy mercy’s fake, out of 
all troubles of foul and body, and out of the hands 
of all enemies, inward and outward; and with 
temporal, f{piritual, and eternal falvation ; not for 
his righteoufnefs-fake, as Kimchi well obferves; for 
falvation is according to the abundant mercy of 
God, and not through works of righteoufnefs done 
by men, otherwife it would not be of grace. 

y. 5. For in death there is no remembrance of thee, 
&c.] Of the goodnefs, truth, power, and faithful- 
nefs of God; no notice can be taken, nor mention 
made either of the perfections or works of God, 
whether of nature or of grace, by a dead man to 
others; he is wholly ufelefs to men on earth with 
refpect to thefe things. Jn the grave who shall give 
thee thanks? for mercies temporal or {piritual ; the 
dead cannot praife the Lord among men, only the 
living; fee Pfal. xxx. g. and cxv. 17. I/@. Xxxviii. 
18, 19. wherefore the pfalmift defires that he might 
live and praife the Lord: this argument is taken 
from the glory of God, which end cannot be an- 
fwered among men by death, as by life. It does 
not follow from hence that the foul either dies or 
fleeps with the body, and is unactive until the re- 
furrection- morn, neither of which are true; or 
that the fouls of departed faints are unemployed in 
heaven; they are always before the throne, and 
ferve the Lord day and night; they remember, 
with the utmoft gratitude and thankfulnefs, all the 
goodnefs and grace of God unto them, and praife 
him for all his wondrous works: but the fenfe is, 
that when a faint is dead, he can no more ferve and 
glorify God on earth among men, 

y. 6. LI am weary with my groaning, &c.] By 
reafon of bodily illnefs, or indwelling fin, or the 
guilt of actual tranfgreffions, or the hidings of 
God’s face, or a fenfe of divine wrath, or the temp- 
tations of Satan, or afflictions and croffes of various 
kinds, or fears of death, or even earneft defires af- 
ter heaven and eternal happinefs, or the low eftate 
of Zion; each of which at times occafion groaning 
in the faints, as in the pfalmift, and is the common 
experience of all good men. ‘The pfalmift being 
weary of his difeafe, or of fin, groaned till he was 
weary with his groaning; inward groaning affects 
the body, waftes the animal fpirits, confumes the 
flefh, and induces wearinefs and faintnefs; fee P/al. 
cil. 5. Fer. xtv. 3. All the night make I my bed to 
fwim: I walter my couch with my tears; thele are 
hyperbolical phrafes *, expreffing more than is in- 
tended, and are not to be literally underftood ; for 
fuch a quantity of tears a man could never fhed, as 
to water his couch and make his bed to fwim with 
them, but they are ufed to denote the multitude of 
them, and the exceffivene(fs of his forrow; fee P/al. 
cxix. 136. Lam. iii, 48, 49. and thefe tears were 
fhed, not to atone and fatisfy for fin, for nothing 
but the blood and facrifice of Chrift can do that; 
but to exprefS the truth and reality, as well as the 
abundance of his grief ; and this was done all the 
night long; fee Fob vii. 3, 4. when he had leifure 
to think and reflect upon his fins and tranfgreffions, 
and when he was clear of all company, and no one 
could hear or fee him, nor interrupt him in the 


© See the latter in Homer. Odyff. 17. v. 110. Odyff 19. prope finem. 
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vent of his forrow, ‘and when his difeafe might be 
heavier upon him, as fome difeafes increafe in the 
night-feafon: this may alfo be myftically under- 
itood, of a night of fpiritual darknefs and defertion, 
when a foul is without the difcoveries of the love 
of God, and the influences of: his grace; and has 
loft fight of God and Chrift, and intereft in them, 
and does not enjoy communion with them; and 
throughout this night-feafon, weeping endures tho’ 
joy comes in the morning. And it may be appli- 
cable to David’s antitype, to the doleful night in 
which he was betrayed, when it was the hour and 
power of darknefs, and when he had no other couch 
or bed but the ground itfelf; which was watered, 
not only with his tears, but with his fweat and blood, 
his {weat being as.it were great drops of blood fall- 
ing to the ground; fo he is often faid to figh and 
groan in {pirit, Mark vii. 34. and viii, 12, Fobn xi. 
33538. 

y. 7. Mine eye is confumed becaufe of grief, &c.] 
Either by reafon of the affliction he laboured un- 
der, which could not be joyous but grievous ; or 
becaufe of the fin that was in him, ‘and thofe that 
he had committed, which were grieving to him 5 
or through the fins of other profeffors of religion, 
or profane finners, whom he beheld with grief of 
heart and weeping eyes: the word‘ ufed fignifies 
anger and indignation, and forrow arifing from 
thence, and may denote either indignation in him- 
felf at his enemies, who were rejoicing at his cala- 
mities ; or the fenfe he had of the anger of God, 
and his hot difpleafure, which he feared he was re- 
buking and chaftening him with; and now his 
heart being filled with grief on one or other of thefe 
accounts, or all of them, vented itfelf in floods of 
tears, which hurt the vifive faculty; for through 
much weeping the eye is weakned and becomes 
dim, and through a multitude of tears, and a long 
continuance of them, it fails; fee Fob xvii. 7. P/al. 
xxxi. 9. Lam. it. 11. Jt waxeth old becaufe of all 
mine enemies; {faints have many enemies, fin, Sa- 
tan, and the world; and thefe are very oppreflive 
ones, as the word * here fignifies; fuch as befet 
them about, ftraiten them on ail hands, and -prefs 
them fore ; and they muft be prefied down by them, 
were it not that he that is in them is greater than 
he that is in the world; and David’s enemies gave 
him fo much trouble, and caufed him to fhed fuch 
plenty of tears, that his eye waxed old, was fhrunk 
up, and befet with wrinkles, the figns of old age; 
or it was removed out of its place, as the word is 
rendered in ob xviii. 4. or the fight was removed 
from that, it was gone from him, P/al. xxxviii. 10. 

¥. 8. Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity, 
&c.] The pfalmift being fully affured that God 
had heard his prayer, that he fhould recover from 
his, diforder, or be delivered out of his calamities, 
whether corporal or {piritual, has on a fudden a 
{pring of joy, faith, and comfort; as fometimes 
there is a quick tranfition from comfortable to un- 
comfortable frames; fee P/falm xxx. 7. fo on the 
contrary, there is as quick a paflage from uncom- 
'fortable to comfortable ones ; fee Lam. iii. 18, 24. 
who may be called workers of iniquity may be feen 
in the note on P/al. v. 5. and thefe were either his . 
open enemies, as Sau/ and his men, or Ab/alom and 
the confpirators with him, whom he bids to ceafe 
from following and purfuing after him; or his fe- 
cret ones, hypocritical courtiers, that were about 
him, who were wifhing and hoping for his death. 

It 
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It is the lot of God’s people to be among the work- 
ers of iniquity ; Lot was among the Svdomites, Da- 
vid was in Me/bech and in the tents of Kedar, Ifaiab 
was among men of unclean lips; Chrift’s lily is 
among thorns, and his fheep among goats ; and 
though in fome refpects a civil converfation with 
wicked men cannot be avoided, for then good men 
muft needs go out of the world; yet as little com- 
pany fhould be kept with them as can be, and no 
tellowfhip fhould be had with them in finful prac- 
tices, nor in fuperftitious worfhip; and though there 
will not be a full and final feparation from them in 
the prefent ftate of things, there will be hereafter, 
when thefe very words will be ufed by Davia’s an- 
titype, the Lord Jefus Chrift; not only to profane 
finners, but to carnal profefiors of religion, who 
have herded themfelves with the people of God, 
Matt, xxv. 41. and vii, 23. Luke xii, 26—28, 
The. reafon why the pfalmift took heart and cou- 
yage, and ordered his wicked perfecutors, or fyco- 
phants, to be gone from him, was his affurance of 
being heard by the Lord. |‘ For the Lord hath beard 
the voice of my weeping; referring to what is faid 
y. 6, 7. he had not only lift up his voice in prayer, 
but he had wept and made fupplication, as Facob 
‘did, Hof: xii. 4. fometimes God brings his people 
to the throne of grace weeping, and with fupplica- 
tions leads them, Yer. xxxi. 9. and then hears their 
ery and anfwers them. 

y. 9. The Lord hath beard my fupplication, &c.] 
Which he had prefented to him, y. 1, 2, 4. in 
which he deprecates his anger and hot difpleafure ; 
imtreats his free favour, grace, and mercy; defires 
healing for foul or body, or both; prays a return 
ef his gracious prefence; and deliverance and fal- 
vation out of all his troubles, from all his enemies, 
and from death itfelf. The word" ufed properly 
fignifies petitions for grace and mercy, which the 
pialmift put up under the influence of the Spirit of 
grace and fupplication, and which were heard. 
The Lord will receive my prayer, inftead of a burnt- 
offering, as Aben Ezra glofies it; as {weet incenfe, 
as what is grateful and delightful, coming up out 
of the hands of Chrift the mediator, perfumed with 
the fweet incenfe of his mediation: the word ' fig- 
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Pf vi.¥.9,10.- 
nifies prayer made to God as the righteous judge, — 


as the God of his righteoufnefs, who would vindi- 
cate his caufe and right his wrongs ; and a believer, 


| through the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift, can 


go to God as a righteous God, and plead with him 
even for pardon and cleanfing, who is juft and 
faithful to grant both unto him. ‘The pfalmift 
three times exprefles his confidence of his prayers 
being heard and received, which may be either. in 
reference to his having prayed fo many times for 
help, as the apoftle Pau/ did, 2 Cor. xii. 8. aud as 
Chrift his antitype did, A/ait, xxvi. 39, 42, 44. Or 
to exprefs the certainty of it, the ftrength of his 
faith in it, and the exuberance of his joy on account 
of it. 

¥. 10, Let all mine enemies be afbamed, &c.| Or 
they foall be afbamed * and fo the following claufes 
may be rendered, and be confidered as prophecies 
of what would be ; though if this be confidered as 
an imprecation, it is wifhing no ill; wicked men are 
not afhamed of their abominations committed by 
them, neither can they blufh; it would be well if 
they were afhamed of them, and brought to true 
repentance for them; and if they are not afhamed 
now, they will be hereafter, when the judge of 
quick and dead appears. And fore vexed; or trou- 
bled‘; as his bones had been vexed, and his foul 
had been fore vexed by them; as he knew they 
would be through difappointment at his recovery, 
and at his deliverance from the diftrefles and eala- 
mities he was now in, when he fhould fing for joy 
of heart, and they fhould howl for vexation of {pi- 
rit. Let them return; meaning either from him, 
from purfuing after him; or to him, to feek his 
favour, and be reconciled to him, and be at peace 
with him, as Aben Ezra and Kimcbi explain it; 
unlefs this word fhould only fignify again, as it 
fometimes does, and be read in connection with what 
follows ; let them be again afbamed fuddenly™; in- 
timating that his deliverance would: be fudden, in 
a moment, in a very little time, and fo would be 
their difappointment, fhame, and confufton. Farché 
from R. Fonathan and R. Samuel bar Nachmani, 
refers this to the fhame of the wicked in the world 
to come. 


VII. 


Shiggaion of David, which he fang unto the Lord, concerning the words of Cufh the Benjamite. 


HE name of this pfalm /Liggaion, either re- 

fpects the mufic or the matter of the pfalm. 
Some take it to be the name of the mufical inftru- 
ment, to which the pfalm was fet": fo Habakkuk’s 
prayer is faid to be upon shigionoth ; which is the 
fame word with this, only of the plural number, 
Hab. iii. 1. Others fay it was the firft word of a 
fong, to the tune of which this was fung*®. And 
others underftand it of a certain kind of a fong ?: 
and the Targum renders it, the interpretation of the 
ode of David; which Ainfworth renders, David's 
interpretation of the law; reading SPW inftead 
of NTN as does alfo the king of Spain’s Bible. 
And certain it is, that it is the name of a fong ; 
fince it follows, which he fang unto the Lord; in 
his prefence, before him, and to the glory of his 
name. But the queftion is, of what fort it is? and 
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in loc, ® Kimchi in los, 


why it fhould be fo called? fince its root 729 fig- 
nifies 4o err or wander: it is more generally ren- 
dered, am erratic or wandering ode; a fong or 
pfalm, which confifted of various kind of metre: 
it was fung with various notes, and all kind of mu- 
fic, which made it very pleafant. Hence fome ren- 
der it, David's delight, as R. Obadiah Gaon; and 
the verb from whence it is derived, is tranflated ra- 
vifoed in Prov.v. 19,20. and Ben Melech fays, the 
word fignifies MID WY ANNwW joy and pleafure; 
and Aben Ezra obterves that fome interpret it, 
yayrt delight. But others are of opinion, that this 
word regards the fubject-matter of the pfalm, and 
may be rendered, David’s ignorance or error; his 
fin of ignorance ; and refpects his miftaken conduét 
with regard to his enemies, particularly Sav/, in 
making imprecations upon them, Pfalm vi. 10. in 

. , curfing 
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- eurfing them, and efpecially king Sau/; when a 


+ 


king is not to be curfed, Eccle/. x. 20. and in cut- 
ing off the fkirt of his garment, for which his 
heart fmote him, 1 Sam. xxiv. 4, 5. Some render 
it, the care of David, as Cocceius ; which he wrote 
in deep meditation, when he had forgot himfelf, 
and was as it were in an extafy; fetting forth the 
fum of bis cares, as Ainfworth exprefles it, when he 
was harafléd and greatly afflicted by his enemies. 
The occafion of it is, the words of Cufh the Benja- 
mite; which fome underftand of Shimei the Ben- 
jamite, who came out and curfed David as he went 
along, when he fled from Ad/alom, 1 Sam. xvi. 
5—11. Theodoret thinks Hu/hat is meant, who per- 
fuaded Abjalom not to follow the cotnfel of Abitbo- 
phel; on which account David penned this pfalm. 
Others interpret it of one of Sau/’s courtiers, who 
was of the tribe of Benjamin, and whofe name was 
Cufb *; and which is very likely, fince it is evi- 
dent that fome.of Sau/’s courtiers accufed David to 
him, and charged him with feeking his hurt, not 
only to take away his crown and kingdom, but his 
life, 1 Sam. xxiv. 9. and xxvi. 19. Though the 
generality of the Jewifh writers * interpret it of Saul 
himfelf, who is called Cu/d, in allufion to his fa- 
ther’s name Kio, who was a man of Benjamin, 
1 Sam. ix. 1. or elfe becaufe Cu) fignifies an Ethi- 
opian, to which he may be compared, as the chil- 
dren of J/rael in Amos ix. 7. For as the Ethiopian 
is various in his fkin, fo was Saul in his actions, as 
Farchi obferves: or rather becaufe, as Kimchi and 
Ben Melech exprefs it, as the E¢biopian does not 
change his fkin, Yer. xiii. 23. fo Saul did not 
change his hatred to David. Though the fame 
writers obferve, that he may be called fo by the 
rule of contraries, becaufe he was a very goodly and 
beautiful man; the words referred to, are fuppofed 
to be thofe in 1 Sam. xxii. 7, 8. 


y¥.1. O Lord my God, in thee do I put my truft, 
&c.] The pfalmift expreffes his intereft in God as 
his covenant-God, and his truft and confidence in 
him; and with thefe he fets out as the ftay of his 
foul, and his bulwark againft the fears of his ene- 
mies: and he does not fay that he had trufted in 
God, or would for the future truft in him ; but 
that he did truit in him, and continued to do fo, 
And God is to be trufted in at all times; in times 
of affliction, temptation, and defertion; and thefe 
the pfalmift premifes to his petition which follows, 
as an encouragement to him to hope for fuccefs, 
fince God was his God, and none that ever trufted 
in him were confounded. Save me from all them 
that perfecute me, and deliver me: perfecution is no 
new thing to the people of God ; David had his 
perfecutors, and many of them ; the church in Fe- 
remiab’s time had hers ; the faints, in the times of 
the apoftles, and in all ages fince, have had theirs. 
Every one that will live godly in Chrift Jefus, muft 
expect perfecution in one fhape or another; and 
there is none can fave and deliver from it but God, 
and he can and will in his own time, 2 Cor, i. 10. 
David was fenfible of this, and therefore applies 
to him, and him only; and not to an arm of 
flefh, to his friends, or to neighbouring princes 
and powers. 

y.2. Left be tear my foul like a lion, 8cc.| That 
is, one of his perfecutors, the chief of them; it 
may be Sau/, whom the pfalmift compares to a 
lion, for his majefty and greatnefs, the lion being 
the king among beafts; and for his authority, 
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power and might, and for his wrath and cruelty, 
which he feared; and which, fhould it be exerted 
on him, would tear his foul, or himéelf, in pieces; 
would rend his foul from his -body, and difpatch 
his life; fee Prov. xix. 12. So the apoftle Paul 
calls the Roman governor, before whom he was, 
and from whofe hands he was delivered, a lion, for 
his power and fiercenefs, 2 Zim. iv. 17. And fo 
our adverfary the devil, the chief of all perfecu- 
tors, and who inftigates others againft the faints, 
is by Peter faid to go about like a roaring lion, 
1 Pet. v. 8. Rending it in pieces, as the lion does 
his prey when hungry. So Homer * compares Po~ 
lyphemus to a mountain-lion, -which devours and 
leaves nothing, neither the inteftines, nor flefh nor 
bones; and reprefents ‘ it firft taking hold of the 
creature with its ftrong teeth, and breaking its 
neck, and drawing out its blood and all its in- 
wards; fee J/a, xxxviil. 13. /Vbile there is none to 
deliver; no faviour, no deliverer: for if God does 
not fave and deliver his people out of the hands of 
their perfecutors, none can; efpecially out of the 
hands of fuch an one as is here defcribed tearing 
and rending in pieces. As there is no God be- 
fides the Lord, there is no Saviour befides him 
there is no temporal nor {piritual Saviour but he: 
falvation is not to be expected from any other; and 
were it not for him, faints muft fall a prey to their 
enemies, 
¥. 3. O Lord my God, if I bave done this, &c.J} 
The crime which Saud and his courtiers charged 
him with, and which was made fo public that 
every body knew it; and therefore it was needlefs 
particularly to mention it; namely, that he lay in 
wait for Sau/, and fought his life to take it away, 
1 Sam, xxiv.g. |The Yargum interprets it of this 
pfalm, paraphrafing it, Jf I bave made this fong 
with an evil intention; to give an ill character of 
any, and load them with talfe charges. Jf there 
be iniquity in my hands ; not that he was without fin, 
he had it in his heart; nor that he lived without 
the aétual commiffion of fin: but his fenfe is, that 
there-was no iniquity, as not in his heart, purpofe 
and defign, fo notin his hand, nor attempted by 
him, of the kind he was accufed of, 1 Samm. xxiv. 
11. Otherwife, we often hear him complaining of 
the depravity of his nature, and acknowledging his 
fins and tranfgreffions, P/a/, xxxii. 5. and xxxviii. 
3,4. ahd li. 1, 2, 35.45 5+ 
¥.4. If I have rewarded evil unto bim that was 
at peace with me, &c.] That is, when Saul was 
‘at peace with him ; when he lived at his court, and 
eat at his table. His meaning is, that he did not 
confpire again{t him, nor form fchemes to deprive 
him of his crown nor of his life: or, as it may be 
rendered, Jf I have rewarded to him that rewarded 
me evil”; that is, as farchi explains it, If I re- 
warded him as he rewarded me, evil for evil. This 
David did not; and it is eminently true of Chrift his 
antitype, 1 Pet. il. 23. and in it he ought to be 
imitated by every believer, Rom. xii. 17. Yea, L 
have delivered him that without caufe is mine enemys 
meaning Sau/, who perfecuted David without any 
jutt reafon, and whom David delivered without any 
obligation to do it; not for any benefit and kind- 
nefs he had received from him; for the phrafe with« 
out caufe, may be read in connexion either with the 
word delivered“; for the deliverance was wrought 
without any caufe or merit on Saz/’s part, or pro- 
fit to David ; or with the word enemy, for Saul was 
David’s enemy without any juft caufe on David's 
part : 
$ Odyf. 
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. part: and the deliverance referred to, was when he 
cut off Saul’s fkirt, in the cave at Engedi, and 
{pared his life; and)when he took away his {pear 
from him, as he was fleeping’in the trench, and 

- did not deftroy him, nor fuffer thofe that would to 
do it, 1 Sam. xxiv. 45 55 7» 10, 17. and xxvi. 8, 
11. The words may be rendered, only I fripped 
him*. The fenfe is, that he cut off the fkirt of his 
coat, and took away his fpear, and fo in part 
{tripped him both of his clothes and armour, at two 
different times ; not to do him any hurt, but to let 
him know, as Farchi cbferves, that he was deli- 
vered into his hands, and he could have flain him, 
but did not. The fame Jewifh writer interprets 
the word ufed, of tripping of garments, and Aben 

Ezra obferves from R. Mofes that the vau, render- 
ed yea, fignifies only, as in Gen. xlii. 10. 

y¥. 5. Let the enemy perfecute my foul, and take 
it, €fc.] That is, if the above things he was 
charged with could be proved againft him, then 
he was content that Sa#/ his enemy fhould purfue 
after him, and apprehend him and bring him to 
juftice, by taking away his life from him. 2a, 
let kim tread down my life upon the earth; with the 


utmoft indignation and contempt, without fhewing 


any mercy; as the lion treads down his prey, and 
tears it to pieces, Micah v. 8. or as the potter treads 
his clay under foot, J/a. xli. 25. dud lay mine ho- 
nour in the dust. Selab: meaning either his life and 
foul as before ; denominating himfelf from his bet- 
ter part, and which he elfewhere calls his glory, 
Pfal. xvi. 9. and xxx. 12, and lvit. 8. fee Gen. xlix. 
6. or elfe his body, as R. /udah Ben Balaam, who 
is blamed for it by farchi: or rather his fame, 
credit, and reputation that he had gained, both by 
his courage and valour in the field, and by his wife 
and prudent behaviour at court, 1 Sam, xviii. 7, 
16. Should he appear to be guilty of the crimes 
he was accufed of, he is willing to have his glo- 
rious name buried in the duft of oblivion, and his 
memory perifh for ever. The words are to be con- 
fidered as a ftrong affertion of his innocence, in an 
appeal to God, the fearcher of hearts and the trier 
of the reins of men; and as imprecating on him- 
felf the worft of evils, fhould it not appear; fee 
Fob xxxi.-21, 22. Aben Ezra renders felab, in 
truth, let it be fo; and the Targum renders it as u- 
fual, for ever; fee the note on P/alm iii. 2. 

y. 6. Arife, O Lord, in thine anger, &c.| This 
and the following phrafe do not fuppofe local mo- 
tion in God, to whom it cannot belong, being in- 
finite and immenfe; but are fpoken of him after the 
manner of men, who feems fometimes as though 
he had laid himfelf down, and was unconcerned 
about, and took no notice of human affairs, of the 
infults of the wicked, and the oppreffions of the 
righteous ; wherefore the pfalmift befeeches him to 
arife, which he may be faid to do when he comes 
forth in his power in the defence of his people, and 
againft their enemies; fee Pfal. xii. 5. I/a. xxvi. 21. 
and he alfo prays him to arife in anger, to thew him- 
felf difpleafed, and give fonre tokens of his refent- 
ment, by letting his enemies feel the lighting down 
of his arm with the indignation of his anger. Lift 
up toyfelf, because of the rage of mine enemies , af{cend 
the throne of judgment, and there fit judging right; 
fhew thyfelf to be the judge of the earth, high and 
lifted up ; let it appear that thou art above all mine 


pean 


‘enemies, higher and more powerful than they ; flop, 
‘their rage, break the force of their fury, litt up a 
ftandard againft them, who like a mighty flood 
threaten to bear all before them or Ut up thyfelf 
in rage, or fierce wrath, becaufe of, or againft mine 
enemies”, and fo the fenfe is the fame as before 5. 
and this way go many of the Jewifh interpreters”. 
And awake for me to the judgmeat that thou bajt 
commanded ; not that fleep falls upon God, for the’ 
keeper of J/rae! neither flumbers nor fleeps; nor 
does it fall on any but corporeal beings,.not upon 
angels, nor the fouls of men, much lefs on God ; 
but he fometimes in his providence feems to lie’ 
dormant and inactive, as it he difregarded what is , 
done in this world; and therefore his people addrefs 
him as if he was afleep, and call upon him to arife 
to their help and affiftance ; fee P/al. xliv. 23, 26._ 
and fo David here, awake for me, that is, haften 


to come to me and help me; fuggefting, that he, 


was in great diftrefs and danger by reafon of his 
enemies, fhould he delay coming to him. By judg- 
ment is either meant the vengeance which God had 
ordered him to execute upon his enemies, as archi 
interprets it, and therefore he intreats him to arife 
and put him in a capacity of doing it; or elfe his 
innocence, and the vindication of it, which God had 
,promifed him, and then the petition is much the 
fame with ¥. 8. But the generality of Jewith * 
writers underftand it of the kingdom which God 
had appointed for him, and for which he was 
anointed by Samuels and who had told Saal that 
God had found a man after his own heart, whom 
he had commanded to be captain over his people, 
t Sam. xiii. 14. wherefore the pfalmift prays that 
God would haften the fulfilment of his purpofe 
and promife, and fet him on the throne, that fo he 
melt adminifter juftice and judgment to the peo- 

ple. 
¥. 7. So shall the congregation of the people compas 
thee about, &cc.] By the congregation of the people 
are meant the nation of the Jews, the twelve tribes 
of J/rael, called an affembly of people, and a com- 
pany of nations, Gen, xxviii. 3, and xxxv. 11. and 
this is to be underftood not of their gathering to- 
gether in an hoftile manner about David to take 
him, which might be interpreted compaffing God 
himfelf about, David being as dear to him as the 
apple of his eye, which is the fenfe of feveral Jew- 
ifh commentators ®; but rather of their encompafs- 
ing and furrounding the altar of God with fongs of — 
deliverance, upon David’s being rid of his enemies, 
and advanced to the throne of the kingdom; fee 
Pfal. xxvi. 6, 7. unlefs it fhould have regard to the 
pure worfhip of God by David, which was greatly 
neglected in Sau/’s time; and then the fenfe is, that 
the pfalmift prays that he might be eftablifhed in 
his kingdom, as God had appointed and command- 
ed, when he would fetch up the ark of God, and 
encourage the worfhip of God, and retify all dif- 
orders in it; that fo the feveral tribes might come 
up to Ferufalem and encompafs the ark, the fym- 
bol of the divine prefence, and worfhip in bib iely 
mountain. for their /akes therefore return thou on 
high, take the throne of juftice, high and lifted 
up, vindicate the caufe of the oppreffed, deliver me 
from all my troubles, put-me into the peaceable 
pofleffion of my kingdom; if not for my fake, yer 
for the fake of thy church and ee the 
ote ao. - 
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fake of thy worfhip and thy glory ; the Targum 
paraphrafes it, return thou to the boufe of thy fhe- 
kinab, 

¥. 8. The Lord fhall judge the people, &c.] The 
inhabitants of the world in general ; for God is the 
judge of all the earth, and he judges the world in 
righteoufnefs daily, and minifters judgment in up- 
rightnefs, though it is not always manifeft; or his 
own people in particular, whofe caufe he pleads, 
whofe injuries and wrongs he avenges, whofe per- 
fons he proteéts and defends; this the pfalmift ex- 
preffes with confidence, and therefore, fuitable to 
his character as a judge, he intreats him as follows; 
Fudge me, O Lord, according to my righteou/ne/s ; 
he fpeaks not of his juftification before God, in 
whofe fight he well knew no flefh living could be 
juftified by their own righteoufnefs, P/a/. cxliii. 2. 
nor of the righteoufnefs of his perfon, either im- 
puted or inherent, but of the righteoufnefs of his 
caufe, Pfal. xxxv, 27. not of his righteoufnefs God- 
ward, for he knew that he was a finner with re- 
fpeét to him; but of his righteoufnefs towards Sau/, 
againft whom he had not finned, but had acted to- 
wards him in the moft righteous and faithful man- 
ner, 1 Sam, xxiv. 11. and therefore defired to be 
judged, and was content to ftand or fall according 
to his conduct and behaviour towards him. ud 
according to mine integrity that is in me; who had 
always acted the fincere and upright part towards 
Saul, though ke had purfued him with fo much 
fury and violence; the pfalmift’s prayer was heard 
and anfwered, P/al. xviil. 20, 24. 

¥. 9. Ob, let the wickednefs of the wicked come to 
an end, &c.] Which will not be till the meafure of 
it is fully up, and that will not be till the wicked 
are no more; for as long as they are in the world 
they will be committing wickednefs, and like the 
troubled fea continually caft up the mire and dirt 
of fin; and they will remain to the end of the 
world, till the new Feru/alem-church-ftate fhall take 
place, when all the Lord’s people will be righteous, 
and there will not be a Canaanite in the houfe of 
the Lord of hofts, nor a pricking brier or grieving 
thorn in all the land; for in the new earth will no 
finner be, but righteous perfons only; and for this 
ftate the pfalmift may be thought to pray ; how- 
ever by this petition and the following he exprefles 
his hatred of fin and love of righteoufnefs : fome 
choofe to render the words ‘, /et wickedne/s now con- 
fume the wicked; as in the iffue it will, unlefs the 
grace of God takes place ; fome fins confume the 
bodies, others the eftates of wicked men, and fome 
both; and all are the means of deftroying both 
body and foul in hell, if grace prevent not; this 
may be confidered as a declaration of what will be, 
being a prophetic petition*. But eftablifh the juft ; 
or righteous one; meaning himfelf, and every other 
who is made righteous,. not by his own righteouf- 
nefs, but by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to 
him ; and who needs not to have his righteoufnefs 
eftablifhed, which is in itfelf ftable, firm, and fure, 
and cannot be more fo; it is an everlafting one, 
and cannot be abolifhed, but abides for ever, and 
will anfwer for him in a time to come; but his 
faith to be eftablifhed more and more in its exer- 
cife on this righteoufnefs: nor do the perfons of the 
juft need eftablifhing, or can they be more ftable 
than they are, as confidered in Chrift, as they are 


the objects of God’s everlafting love, fecured in the 
covenant of grace, and built on Chrift the founda- 
tion; but the graces of faith, hope; and love, need 
daily eftablifhing on their proper object, they being 
weak, fickle, and inconftant in their acts; and the 
faints need more and more eftablifhing in the doc- 
trines of the gofpel, and in their adherence to the 
caufe of God and Chrift and true religion; and it is 
God’s work to eftablifh them, to whom the pfalm- 
ift applies; fee 1 Pet. v.10, For the righteous God 
trieth the bearts and reins; lie is righteous himfelf 
in his nature, and in all -his works, and he knows 
who are righteous and who are wicked; he knows 
the hearts, thoughts, affections, and inward princi- 
ples of all men, and the fprings of all their actions ; 
he looks not at outward appearances, but at the 
heart; and as he can diftinguifh between the one 
and the other, he is capable of punifhing the wick- 
ed and of confirming the righteous, confittent with 
the truth of his pertections. 

y. 10. My defence isiof God, &c.| Or my fhield 
is 72 or of God*; God was his fhield, his protector 
and defender ; fee Pfal. iii. 3. or my fhield is with 
God; that is, Chrift, who was the fhield his faith 
made ufe of againft every fpiritual enemy; was 
with God; he was with him as the Word and 
Son of God from all eternity, and as the living 
Redeemer of his people before his incarnation ; 
and he is now with him as their interceflor and 
advocate, who pleads in defence of them, and 
oppofes himfelf, his blood and righteoufnefs to 
all the charges and accufations of Satan. Which 
faveth the upright in heart; who have the truth of 
grace in them, wifdom in the hidden part; who are 
fincere in their affections, purpofes and defigns, in 
their faith, hope, and love ; and act from real prin- 
ciples of truth and love, in the integrity of their 
fouls; for thefe light and gladnefs are fown, to 
them grace and glory are given, and no good thing 
is withheld from them; they are faved by God 
from fin, Satan, the world, death and hell, and 
every enemy, with a fpiritual and everlafting fal- 
vation. 

y. 11. God judgeth the righteous, &c.] Not all 
that are thought to be righteous, or think them- 
felves to be fo, are fuch; nor is any man naturally 
righteous, or of himfelf, nor by virtue of his obe- 
dience to the law of works; but fuch only are righ- 
teous who are made fo by the obedience of Chrift; 
thefe God governs and protects, avenges their in- 
juries and defends their perfons: fome render the 
words, God is a righteous judge*; he is fo now in 
the adminiftrations of his government of the uni- 
verfe, and he will be fo hereafter in the general 
judgment of the world. 4nd God is angry with 
the wicked every day; wicked men are daily fin- 
ning, and God is always the fame in his nature, 
and has the fame averfion to fin continually ; and 
though he is not always making men examples of 
his wrath, yet his wrath is revealed from heaven 
againft all unrighteoufnefs of men; and there are 
frequent inftances of it; and when he is filent he 
is ftill angry, and in his own time will ftir up all 
his wrath, and rebuke in his hot difpleafure. 

y. 12. Uf he turn not, &c.] Not God, but the 
enemy, or the wicked man, fpoken of y. 5, 9, 11. 
if he turn not from his wicked courfe of life, to 
the Lord to live to him, and according to his will; 

unlefs 
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unlefs he is converted and repents of his fin, and 
there is a change wrought in him, in his heart and 
life; the Sepiwagint, Vulgate Latin, Arabic and 
Ethiopic verlions read, if ye turn not, or are not 
converted, an apoftrophe to the wicked. He will 
whet his fword; God is a man of war, and he is 
fometimes reprefented as accoutred with military 
weapons ; fee //a. lix, 7, 18. and among the reft 
with the fword of judgment, which he may be 
faid to whet, when he prepares fharp and fore judg- 
ments for his enemies, J/a. xxvii. 1. Deut. xxxii. 
41. He bath bent bis bow, and made it ready ; 
drawn his bow of vengeance, and put it on the full 
ftretch, and made it ready with the arrows of his 
wrath, levelled againft the wicked, with whom he 
is angry; which is expreffive of their fpeedy and 
inevitable ruin, in cafe of impenitence; fee Lam. 
ji. 4. and ili, 12, 13. Or trod bis bow, as is the ufual 
phrafe elfewhere ; fee Pfal. xi. 2. Lam, ii. 4. and 
iii, 12. which was done by the feet, and was necef- 
fary when the bow was a ftrong one, as Farchi on 
Pfal. xi. 2. obferves; and fo the Arabs, as Suidas * 
relates, ufing arrows the length of a man, put their 
feet on the {tring of the bow inftead of their hands. 
y. 13. He hath alfo prepared for bim the injtru- 
ments of death, &c.| The weapons of his indigna- 
tion, J/a. xiii. 5. which will iffue both in the firft 
and fecond death, corporal and eternal ; the inftru- 
ments of the former are difeafes of various kinds, 
and judgments, as famine, peftilence, &c. and of 
the latter not only the law is an inftrument of it, 
that being the letter which kills, and is the minif- 
tration of condemnation and death, but even the 
gofpel itfelf to wicked men is the favour of death 
unto death; and devils will be the executioners of 
it. He ordaineth bis arrows againjt the perfecutors , 
the word for perfecutors fignifies hot or burning *, 
and defigns fuch perfons who burn in malice and 
wrath, in rage and fury againft the faints, and hotly 
purfue’after them, as Laban did after Facob, Gen. 
xxxi. 36. for thefe more efpecially God has deter- 
mined in his eternal purpofes and decrees, and for 
for thefe he has provided in his quiver, arrows of 


wrath and vengeance, fiery ones ; and againft thefe | 


will he bring them forth, direét them, and fhoot 
them at them, P/a/. Ixiv. 7. Some‘ underftand 
all this not of God, but of the wicked man, and 
read if be turn not, but on the contrary inftead of 
that, will whet bis fword, bend bis bow, &c. againft 
the righteous; yet he fhall be difappointed, he fhall 
not accomplifh his defigns, as appears by the fol- 
lowing verfes ; thefe phrafes are ufed of wicked men, 
Pfal. xi, 2. and xxxvii. 14, 15. and Ixiv. 2, 3, 4. 
but the former fenfe feems beft. 

¥. 14. Behold, be travaileth with iniquity, &c.] 
Is full of it, and big with it, as_a woman with 
child, and eagerly defires to bring it forth, and is 
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in pain till he commits it. And hath conceived mi- 
chief ; that which is injurious to God and the per- 
fections of his nature, a tranfgreffion of his laws 
and an affront to his juftice and holinefs; is doing 
wrong to fellow creatures, and hurt to themfelves, 
either to their name and credit, or to their fubftance 
and eftates, or to their bodies and fouls, and it may 
be to them all; and yet this they conceive, they de-. 
vife it in their hearts, and form fchemes how to 
bring it to pafs, and which they do with great free- 
dom, deliberation, and pleafure. And brought forth 
fal/hood , or vanity*, or a-vain thing, as the fame 
word is rendered in Fob xv. 35. no fruit at all, but 
wind, or ftubble, //z. xxvi. 17, and xxxiii. 14, that 
which deceives does not anfwer the expectation, 
but the contrary to it; the fenfe is, that wicked 
men having devifed mifchievous things againft the 
faints, they are big with expectations of fuccefs, 
and ftrive to bring their purpofes to bear, but are 
miferably difappointed, for it all ends in yanity and 
vexation of {pirit to themfelves. . 

¥. 15. He made a pit and digged it, &c.} That 
is, he digged a pit, and made it very large and ca- 
pacious to anfwer his purpofes. dnd is fallen into 
the ditch which be made fo it is faid of the hea- 
then, P/al. ix. 15. and is exemplified in the cafe of 
Haman, who was hanged upon the gallows he had 
built for Mordecai. Kimchi explains this of Saul’s 
falling upon his own {word, and dying by it, which 
he drew againft David; the phrafe is proverbial, 
Prov. xxvi. 27, Eecl. x. 8. and the fenfe, of this and 
the above figurative expreffions is literally and pro- 
perly given in the next verfe, 

¥. 16. His mifchief fhall return upon bis own head, 
&c.] That which he conceived and devifed in his 
mind, and attempted to bring upon others, fhall 
fall upon himfelf, as a juft judgment from heaven 
upon him. And bis violent dealing fall come down, 
upon bis own pate; referring to the violence with 
which Saul purfued David, which would be requit- 
ed to him, and of which he prophefied, 1 Samuel 
XXVi. 10. 

v.17. I will praife the Lord according to his 
righteoufnefs, &c.| Or on account of it, as it was 
difplayed in vindicating the innocent, and punifh- 
ing the wicked; fo Pharaoh having ordered the 
male infants of the Hebrews to be drowned, and 
he himfelf and his hoft in righteous judement be- 
ing drowned in the Red fea, Mo/es and the children 
of J/rael fung a fong as the pfalmift here. And 
will jing praife to the name of the Lord moft highs 
whofe name 1s Fehovah, and is the moft high over 
all the earth; and who had now, according to the 
pfalmift’s requeft, y. 6, 7. arofe and lift up him- 
felf, and returned on high, and had fhewn himfelf 
to be above all David’s enemies, and had fat on 
the throne judging right. : 


PSALM VII 


To the chief mufician upon Gittith, a pfalm of David. 


OME think this pfalm was compofed when’ 
S the ark was brought to the houfe of Obed E- 
dom the Gittite, and that it was delivered to him 
and his fons, as others were to Afaph, to Fedu- 
thun,.to the fons of Korab, &c.' But againft 
this lies a ftrong objection, that Oded-Edom and 
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his fons were porters, and not fingers, 1 Chroz. 
xxvi. 4,15. and for the fame reafon, Gittith can- 
not be the name of a mufical inftrument which 
was kept in his family, and prefided over bythem™. - 
Some are of -opinion, this word had its name from 
when 


Gath ; and that this pfalm was wrote by 


4 Aben 


when he was there’; or that it is the name of a 
mufical inftrument invented and made there, and 
which was brought from thence *. And fo the 
Targum paraphrafes it; ‘* upon the harp which 
“was brought from Gath.” A word like this 
fignifies wine-preffes: and hence the Sep/wagint, 
Vulgate Latin, and Ethiopic verfions, render it for 
the wine-preffes; which Theodoret interprets of 
churches, where Chrift the true vine is gathered 
by believers, and they prepare the myftic wine. 
Some think * the pfalms which bear this name were 
compofed for the feaft-of tabernacles ; when, hav- 
ing got in their vintage, they filled their prefles, 
and fqueezed their grapes, and therefore gave 
thanks ; it was ufual, even with the heathens ’, 
to make ufe of the harp, and other inftruments of 
mufic, at the gathering of the grapes to be {queez- 
ed and preffed. Some of the Jewith writers * ap- 
ply it to the times of Edom’s deftruction, who 
was to be trodden down as ina wine-prefs, fore- 
told in J/a. Ixiii. 1,2, 3. and others interpret it of 
the times of Gog and Magog, when the prophecy 
in Foel iii. 13. fhall be fulfilled °; and fome have 
thought this pfalm to bea fong of praife, like one 
of thofe fung by them that tread in the wine-prefs ; 
the time of vintage being a time of joy. The 
ancient Chriftian writers explain it of the fufferings 
of Chrift, when he trod the wine-prefs of his fa- 
ther’s wrath. But the word Gittith, is either the 
firft word of fome fong, as 4ben Ezra thinks ; or 
the name of the tune, as Kimchi; or rather of the 
mufical inftrument to which this pfalm was fet 
and fung. Though the author of the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews, chap. ii. 6. citing fome pafiages 
from this pfalm, only fays, ove in a certain place 
teStified ; without mentioning either the number of 
the pfalm, or the name of the writer; yet it is 
certain that David was the penman of it: and both 
from the teftimony of the writer, and from a ci- 
tation of Chrift himfelf, it is evident that the fub- 
ject of this pfalm is the Meffiah, and that it be- 
longs to his times; fee Heb. ii. 6, 7,8,9. Matt.xxi. 
15,16. So the Syriac Scholiaft , ** the eighth pfalm 
is concerning Chrift our redeemer.” 


y.1. O Lord our God, &c.] Febovah, the one 
God, who is Lord of all angels and men, and in 
an efpecial manner Lord and King of faints, How 
excellent is thy name in all the earth! by the name 
of God, is not meant any particular name of his, 
by which he is called; but either himfelf, his na- 
ture and perfections; orrather, that by which he 
is made known, and particularly his gofpel; fee 
Fobn xvii. 6. Ads 1x.15. this is excellent in its na- 
ture, it being good news, and glad tidings of good 
things, which difplay the love, grace, mercy and 
kindnefs of God to men, as well as his wifdom, 
power, truth and faithfulnefs ; and in the fubject- 
matter of it, Chrift and his righteoufnefs, and life 
and falvation by him, the fpiritual bleffings of 
grace it publifhes, and the exceeding great and 
precious promifes it contains ; and in its ufefulnefs 
for the enlightning, quickning, and converting fin- 
ners, and for the comforting and reviving of droop- 
ing faints. It is the glorious gofpel of the blefs- 
ed God, and excels the law in glory. It cannot 
well be faid how glorious it is; it is marveloufly 
excellent ; and that i ail the earth, being carried 
by the apoftles, who were fent by Chrift with it, 
into all the world; where it has fhone out, and ap- 
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peared glorioufly to Gentiles as well as Jews. This 
claufe fhews that this is faid by David propheti- 
cally of gofpel-times; for not in his time, nor 
in any period under the Old Teftament, was the 
name of the Lord glorious and excellent in all the 
earth. His namé was great in I/rae/, but not in 
all the world. He fhewed his word, and gave his 
{tatutes and ordinances to Facob; but as for the 
Gentiles, they were without them, and were ftran- 
gers to the covenants of promife, P/a/. lxxvi. 1, 2. 
and cxlvii. 19,20. Eph. it. 12. but this was true of 
the firft times of thé gofpel; and will be ftill 
more fully accomplifhed; when the prophecies in . 
Mal.i. 11. and Zech, xiv.g. fhall be fulfilled. 
Who hast fet thy glory above the heavens: mean- 
ing his Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift, ‘the brightnefs 
of his glory ; in whom is all the fulnefs of the 
Godhead, the glory of all the divine perfeétions ; 
fo called Pfalm Ixiii. 2. and Ixxxv. 9. and the fet- 
ting of him above the heavens, defigns the exal- 
tation of him at the right hand of God; where 
angels, principalities and powers became fubjeét 
to him, and he was made higher than the hea- 
vens, Heb. vii.26. And it was in confequence, 
and by virtue of this, that the gofpel was fpread 
throughout the earth ; for upon Chrift’s exaltation, 
the Spirit was poured down upon the apoftles, and 
they were endowed with gifts qualifying them to 
carry the gofpel into the feveral parts of the world. 
¥. 2. Out of the mouths of babes and fucklings, 
&c.] Not literally fuch, though the Jewith writ~ 
ers * generally fo underftand it ; as do fome Chrif- 
tian interpreters, who explain it of the wonderful 
formation, nourifhment, and growth of infants ; 
and of the marvelous care of God in providing 
the breaft for them ; in filling it with milk, and 
and teaching them to fuck ; which, being obferv- 
ed by men, occafion praife to God, to the confu- 
fion of atheifts and infidels. But this is no other 
than what is common to brute creatures: rather, 
the words are to be underftood in a figurative fenfe. 
So Farchi applies them to the priefts and Levites 
in the temple: but it is beft to interpret them of 
the apoftles and firft preachers of the gofpel ; and 
of fuch who received it and profefled it; who were 
in their own eyes, and in the eyes of the world, 
as babes and fucklings, Matt. xi.25. Hast thou 
ordained firength: by which is meant the gofpel, 
the rod of Chrift’s ftrength, and the powerof God - 
unto falvation’ and which being made ufeful for 
the converfion of fouls, is the caufe of much praife 
and thanksgiving to God: this, by the mouths 
and means of the apoftles and firft minifters of 
the word, God ordained, or founded ‘, fettled and 
eftablifhed in the world, notwithftanding all the 
oppofition made unto it; fo that the gates of hell 
cannot prevail againft it, to root it out of the world; 
but it will continue the everlafting gofpel. Be- 
caufe of thine enemies: either for the fake of fub- 
duing them, and bringing them to the obedience 
of Chrift, that is, the elect of God, who are be- 
fore converfion enemies to God and Chrift; or 
rather for the fake of confounding the implacable 
enemies of God and Chrift, and of the caufe and 
intereft of religion. In order to which, God 
has made choice of inftruments the moft mean 
and defpicable, 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28. and God’s 
end in this more particularly is expreffed in the 
following claufe. That thou mightest jtill the ene- 
my and the avenger ; Satan, the enemy of gis aioe 
the 
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the adverfary of Chrift perfonal and myftical, who 
is filled with envy, wrath and malice againft Chrift 
and his people; him, by the means ot the gofpel 
and the miniftry of it, God has caufed to ceafe *, 
as the word may be rendered ; not as to his being, 
but as to his power and authority, in the Gentile 
world; out of which, to his great mortification, 
he was caft, by the mouth and miniftry of babes 
and fucklings. Thefe words are applied by Chrift 
to the children in the temple, crying Hofanna to 
the Son of David, out of whofe mouths God per- 
fected the praife of the Méffiah; and by which, 
and Chrift’s defence of them, the Scribes and Pha- 
rifees, the mortal enemies of Chrift, and who want- 
ed to revenge themfelves on him, were filenced and 
ftilled, Matt. xxi, 15, 16. 

y 3. When I confider thy heavens, &c.] Where 
God dwells, and which he has made; the airy and 
ftarry heavens, which are to be feen with the bo- 
dily eye ; and the heaven of heavens, which is to 
be beheld and confidered by faith: the work of thy 
fingers; being curioufly wrought by his power, and 
garnifhed by his Spirit: for the finger of God is 
the Spirit of God; fee Ma¢t.xii.28. compared with 
Luke xi. 20. The moon and the ftars, which thou 
bast ordained, or prepared *, for various ufes to the 
earth, and the inhabitants of it. The fun is not 
mentioned, becaufe it cannot be looked upon, as 
the moon and the ftars may, nor be feen when they 
are. And it is generally thought, that David com- 
pofed this pfalm in the night, when thefe celeftial 
bodies were in view ; and, it may be, whilft he was 
keeping his father’s fheep, fince in the enumera- 
tion of the creatures fubject to man, fheep are men- 
tioned firft, as being in fight, ¥.7. The heaven- 
ly bodies are very glorious creatures, and are wor- 
thy of the confideration and contemplation of man, 
and even of a faint; whereby he may be led to 
obferve the wifdom, power, goodnefs, and great- 
nefs of God. 

¥.4. What is man, that thou art mindful of 
him 2 &c.] That is, the pfalmift, while he was con- 
fidering the greatnefs and glory of the celeftial bo- 
dies, thought this within himfelf, and fo exprefs- 
ed it; which is to be underftood, not of man in 
general, nor of Adam in a ftate of innocence ; he 
could not be called Exo/, the word here ufed, which 
fignifies a frail, weak, fickly mortal man; nor 
could he with any propriety be faid to be the fon 
of man, as in the following claufe: nor of fallen 
man, or of Adam’s pofterity, defcending from him 
by ordinary generation; for all things are not put 
in fubjection to them, as is hereafter faid of man: 
but this is to be underftood of the man Chrift Je- 
fus, as it is interpreted in Heb. ii. 6, 7,8,9. or of 
that individual of human nature which Chrift af- 
fumed. The name of Exo/h well agrees with him, 
who was a man of no note and efteem among men, 
a worm and no man, a man of forrows and ac- 
quainted with griefs, encompafled with infirmities, 
and was fubjeét to death, and did die. Now it 
was a marvelous thing that God fhould be mind- 
ful of that individual of human nature; that he 
fhould prepare it in his council and covenant ; that 
among the vaft numbers of individuals which it 
came up in his infinite mind to create, he fhould 
choofe this, to exalt it, and appoint it to union 
with his own Son, and take that delight in it he 
did ; that when it was formed by his Spirit, he 
fhould anoint it with the oil of gladnefs above his 
fellows; that he fhould take fuch providential care 
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of it, and fo often and fo ftrongly exprefs. his. 


affection for it; that he fhould regard it, and fup-- 


port it under fufferings ; and when in the grave, 
did not leave it, nor fuffer it to fee corruption ; but 
raifed it from the dead, and gave it glory, and 
exalted it at his own right hand, 
man, that thou vifitest him? The name of the 
Jon of man, is the name of the Meffiah, in P/alm 
Ixxx.17. Dan. vil. 13. and is often given to Chrift, 
and ufed by him of himfelf in the New Tefta- 
ment. And this vifiting of him is not to be un- 
derftood in a way of wrath, though he was fo vi- 
fited by God, when he bore the chaftifements of 
his people; but in a way of favour, by beftowing 
upon him without meafure the gifts and graces of 
his Spirit ; by affording him his gracious prefence, 
and filling him with fpiritual peace and joy. 
¥.5. For thou bast made bim a little lower than 
the angels, &c.| Than Elohim, than God, as this 
word ufually fignifies: and could it be interpret- 
ed of man, as made by God, it might be thought 
to refer to the creation of him in the image and 
likenefs of God ; but as it muft be underftood of 
the human nature of Chrift, it may regard the 
wonderful union of it to the Son of God, on ac- 
count of which it is called by the fame name, Luke 
i. 35. and fo made but a little lower than God, 
being next unto him, and in fo near an union with 
a divine perfon; and which union is hypoftatical 
or perfonal, the human nature being taken into a 
perfonal union with the Son of God: and fo thefe 
words give an inftance of God’s marvelous regard 
to it; and contain a reafon, proving that he has 
been mindful of it, and vifited it. “Though rather, 
this claufe refers to the humiliation of Chrift in his 
human nature, as it is interpreted in Heb: ii. 9. 
and fo it removes an objection, as it is connected 
with the following claufe, which might be made 
againft what had been obferved in the foregoing 
verfe, on account of the low eftate of Chrift’s hu- 
man_ nature, when here on the earth; and the fenfe 
is, that God has been mindful of it, and vifited it, 
notwithftanding its {tate of humiliation for a little 
while, fecing he has crowned it with glory and 
honour, &c. Chrift was made low as to nature, 
place, eftate, reputation and life; he who was the 
moft high God, in the form of God, and equal 
to him in the divine nature, was made frail mor- 
tal flefh, and was in the form of a fervant in the 
human nature. He who dwelt on high, and lay 
in the bofom of his father, defcended into the low- 
er parts of the earth, was formed in the womb of 
a virgin, and when born was laid in a manger, 
and dwelt and converfed with finful mortal men 
upon earth: he who was Lord of all, whofe is the 
earth, and the fulnefs of it, had not where to lay 
his head: he whofe glory was the glory of the on- 
ly begotten of the Father, became a worm and no 
man in the efteem of men, was defpifed and re- 
jected of men, and was of no reputation: and he 
who was the Lord of life and glory, was crucifi- 
ed and killed ; becoming obedient to death, even 
the death of the crofs. Such is the nature of Chrift’s 
humiliation, exprefled by being made low; the 
degree of it is, lower than Elobim, than God: he 
was equal to him in the divine nature, but inferior 
to him in the human nature, Fon xiv. 28. As 
mediator he was the fervant of God, and the fer- 
vant is not greater than his mafter; nor as fuch fo 
great: and he was in his low eftate in fuch a con- 
dition as to need the help and affiftance of God, 
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which he had in the day of falvation: and efpe- 
cially he was lower when he was deferted by him, 
Matt. xxvii. 46. Agreeable to which, fome ren- 
der the words, as they will bear to be rendered, 
thou did make him want God, or did& deprive or 
bereave bim of God‘; that is, of the gracious pre- 
fence of God: and fo Chrift was made lower than 
God in nature, office and condition. Sometimes 
the word Elohim is ufed for civil magiftrates, as in 
Pfalm \xxxii. 6. becaufe they are in God’s ftead, 
and reprefent him; and on account of their maje- 
fty, authority and power, bear fome refemblance 
to him. Now Chrift was made lower than they, 
inafmuch as he not only taught obedience to them, 
but obeyed them himfelf, was a fervant of rulers, 
paid tribute to them, and fuffered himfelf to be 
examined, tried, judged, and condemned by them : 
but fince the word is rendered angels by the Chal- 
dee paraphrafe, the Sep/wagint interpreters, the Jew- 
ifh commentators, Aben Ezra, Farchi, Kimchi and 
Ben Melech, and in the Arabic, Syriac, and Etbio- 
pie verfions, and above all by the author of the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews ; it is beft to interpret it of 
them : and Chrift was made lower than they by af- 
fuming human nature, which is inferior to theirs, e- 
fpecially in the corporeal part of it; and more fo, 
inafmuch as it was attended with infirmities, and 
fubjeét to forrows and griefs ; and as it was fome- 
times reduced to great indigencies, and to want 
the comforts of life; and fometimes was in fuch 
diftrefs as to need the affiftance and miniftration of 
angels, which it had, Matt. iv.11. Luke xxii. 43. 
and particularly, it was lower than they -when de- 
ferted by God, whofe face they always behold. 
To which may be added, that Chrift was made 
under a law given by the difpofition of angels, or- 
dained by them, and is called the Word fpoken 
by them ; fome parts of which they are not fub- 
ject to ; but the particular inftance the apoftle ob- 
ferves, is fuffering of death, Hed. ii.g. which an- 
gels are not liable to, they die not. The duration 
of this low eftate was a Jittle while; for fo the He- 
brew word wpr may be rendered, as itis in P/al. 
XxXXvii. 10. and the Greek Beayu mw, ufed by the 
Septuagint, and the author of the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, as it is in Atts v.34. which refers either 
to the time of fuffering death, and lying under the 
power of that and the grave, which was but a 
little time; or at moft to the days of his flefh, 
reaching from his incarnation to his refurrection ; 
which was a courfe but of a few years, and may 
very well be expreffed in this manner. And to 
this low eftate was Chrift brought by Febovah the 
father, who is the perfon fpoken of throughout the 
pialm; he preordained him to it, prepared a body 
for him, fent him in the fulnefs of time, made of a 
woman, made under the law, and had a very great 
hand in his fufferings and death: though all was 
_ with Chrift’s full confent, and with his free good 
will. And bast crowned him with glory and hon- 
our; by raifing him from the dead, and fetting 
him at his own right hand, committing all judg- 
_ ment to him; and requiring all creatures, angels 
and men, to give worfhip and adoration to him. 
And this being in confequence of his fufferings, 
after he had run the race, and endured a fight of 
afflictions; and becaufe of the greatnefs of his 
glory and honour, with which he was as it were 
on all fides furrounded, he is faid to be crowned 
with it; who a little before was crowned with 
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gat 
thorns, and encompafted with the terrors of death 
and hell. This refpects his mediatorial glory. 

¥. 6. Thou madeft bim to have dominion over the 
works of thy bands, &c.}. All power in heaven 
and in earth being given to him: when he was 
raifed from the dead, and when he afcended on 
high, and was fet down at the right hand of God, 
he was made or declared Lorp and CuristT3 
Lord of the hofts of heaven, of all the angels 
there, King of faints, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords. All things in heaven and earth, which God 
has made, are put into his hands, to fubferve his 
caufe and glory, and for the good of his people ; 
for he is head over all things to the church. The 
Ethiopic verfion reads, all the works of thy hands 5 
among whom are angels, This is a greater domi- 
nion than was given to the firft man, ddam, Gen. 
i.28. Thou baS put all things under bis feet or 
put them in fubjection to him, as the phrafe figni- 
fies, and as it is interpreted, Hed. 11.8. - Good an- 
gels are fubje€t to him, as appears by their minif- 
tration to him, their dependence on him, and ado- 
ration of him, 1 Pe, ili,22. devils are fubject to 
him, whether they will or no; and fo are wicked 
men, whofe power and wrath he is able to reftrain, 
and does; and the church is fubject to Chrift, as 
her head; and fo all good men, willingly and 
heartily, and from a principle of love, obey his 
commands : yea, all creatures in the earth, air and 
fea, are in fubjection to him ; an enumeration of 
which is given in the following verfes. 

¥.7. All fheep and oxen, &c.| ‘The tame crea- 
tures, which are ufeful for food and cloathing : 
yea, and the beafts of the field; the wild beafts, 
which he can make ufe of to deftroy and devour 
his enemies, and whom he can reftrain from hurt- 
ing his own people, Yer. xv. 3. Dan. vi. 22. Ais 
XXVIll. 354, 5+ 

¥.8. The fowl of the air, &c.] ‘Thefe he rain- 
ed about the tents of the J/raelites for their relief, 
Pfal. \xxviii.27. and can command them to feéd 
his people, as the ravens did Elijah, 1 Kings xvii. 
4, 6. or to deftroy his enemies, er. xv.3. fee P/al. 
l. 10,11. And the fifo of the fea: inftances of 
Chrift’s power over them, and of their being at his 
command, and for his fervice, may be feen in Matt. 
xvii. 27. Lukev. 5,6. Fobu xxi.3, 6. And whatfo- 
ever paffeth through the paths of the feas: fome * 
underftand this of fhips, made by the wifdom and 
art of men, in which they pafs through the paths 
of the fea, and fifh in the midft of it. The Zar- 
gum paraphrafes it, and Leviathan, which paffes 
through the paths of the fea. Compare with this 
Tfa. xxvii. 1, Some interpret all thefe things in a 
figurative and allegorical way; and fome of the 
ancients by /Leep, underftood believers among the 
Gentiles; by oxen, the Jews; by the beasts of the 
field, idolaters and profane perfons ; by the fowls 
of the air, angels; and by the f/h of the fea, de- 
vils: but thefe are much better explained by Coc- 
ceius, who by /heep underftands common members 
of the churches; by oxez, thofe that labour in the 
word and doétrine; by the beasts of the field, aliens 
from the city and kingdom of God; men fierce 
and cruel, J/a. xi. 6, 7,8. and Ixv. 25. by the fowl 
of the air, fach as are lifted up with pride and va- 
nity; and by she ji/h of the fea, fuch as‘ are im= 
merfed in worldly pleafures. But it is beft to in- 
terpret the whole literally ; from whence may be 
obferved, that what was loft by the firft 4dam is 
reftored 
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reftored by the fecond ; and that believers have a 
free ufe of all the creatures through Chrift : and 
not only the things here mentioned are fubjeé to 
him, but every thing elfe; there is nothing left 
that is not put under him, only he is excepted that 
put all things under him, Hed. ii, 8. 1 Cor. Xv. 27. 
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¥.9. O Lord our God, bow excellent, &c.] The 
pfalm ends with the fame words with which it be- 
gins ; which fhews that the fenfe of this, with which 
the pfalmift was affected, continued with him, and 
doubtlefs increafed after fuch a confirmation of it, 
by the inftances he was led to take notice of, 


IX, 


To the chief mufician upon Muthelabben, a pfalm of David. 


OME take muth-labben to be the name of the 
tune to which this pfalm was fung, and to 
defign the fame note which we call the counter- 
tenor: others think, that “pon muth, or almuth, 
are but one word, and the fame as alamoth, Pfalm 
xlv. title; and that itis the name of a mufical in- 
ftrument ; and that Bex in /abben, is the name of 
the chief mufician, who was over that fort of in- 
ftrument, to whom the pfalm is infcribed’; and 
indeed, R Sol Farchi fays, that he had feen in the 
great Ma/orah thefe words as one; and fo it feems 
the Septuagint interpreters read them, who render 
them, for the bidden toings of the Son, and the 
Arabic verfion, concerning the mySteries of the Son : 
and Ben is a name, it is faid, of one of the fing- 
ers, whofe kindred and companions were appoint- 
ed with pfalteries on alamoth, 1 Chron. xv.18,20. 
And fo then the title runs thus; Zo the chief mu 
fician on alamoth, even to Ben. But others are of 
opinion, that the fubject-matter or occafion of the 
pialm, is defigned by this phrafe; and that as 
muth fignifies death, the death of fome perfon is 
intended, on account of which this pfalm was com- 
pofed ; fome fay Nabal, feeing the word 334 La- 
ban inverted, or read backwards, is Nadal", whofe 
death affected David; as appears from 1 Sam.xxv. 
38,39. Others, that it was one of the kings of 
the Gentiles, whofe name was Labben, and is men- 
tioned no where elfe, who fought with David, and 
whom he flew, and upon his death penned this 
pfalm ®. Others, Goliath the Philifline°, who is 
called 1 Sam. xvii. 4, 23. COWS wR which we 
render champion and dueller, one of two that fight 
together. But rather, the reafon of the name is as 
given by the Jewifh commentators ®, becaufe he 
went and ftood between the two camps of the 
Philiftines and the I/raelites; and fo the Chaldee 
paraphrafe renders the title of this pfalm, ‘ to 
«¢ praife, concerning the death of the man who 
« went out between the camps, a fong of David.” 
And fo the pfalm itfelf, in the Zargum, and by other 
Jewifh writers, is interpreted of Goliath and the Phi- 
fiftines, and of the victory overthem; and which does 
not feem amifs. rama interprets it of the death 
of Sau]. Others interpret /-muth Labben, of the 
death of the fon, and underftand it of the death of 
Abfalom, the fon of David’; but David's paffion 
moved in another way, not in joy, but in grief, 
2 Sam. xviii.33. nor is there any thing inthe pfalm 
that can be referred unto it. Others, of the death 
of the Son of God; but of that there is not the 
jeaft hint in the pfalm. heodoret interprets it of 
Chrift’s victory over death by dying, which was a 
myftery or hidden thing. Rather, I fhould think 
it might be interpreted of the death of the fon of 
perdition, the,man of fin and his followers; who 


may be typified by Goliath, and the Philiftines : 
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and fo, as Ainfworth obferves, as the former pfalm 
was concerning the propagation of Chrifl’s kingdom, _ 
this is of the deftruction of Antichrift, And Yerom — 
long ago faid, this whole pialm is fung by the pro- © 
phet in the perfon of the church, concerning Anti- — 
chrift: and to this agrees the Syriac verfion; which 
makes the fubjeét of the pfalm to be, ** concern< 
‘¢ ing Chrift, taking the throne and kingdom, 
‘«* and routing the enemy.” And alfo the Arabic 
verfion, according to which the argument of the 
pfalm is, ‘‘ concerning the myfteries of the Son, 
‘¢ with refpect to the glory of Chrift, and his re- 
‘¢ furrection and kingdom, and the deftruétion of 
‘¢ all the children of difobedience.”* To which 
may be added, that this pfalm, according to R. 
Sol. Farchi, belongs to the time to come, to the 
days of the Meffiah, and the future redemption by 
him, 


¥. 1. I will praife thee, O Lord, with my whole 
heart, &c.| This is what is called in the New Tef- 
tament making melody in the heart, or finging with 
grace in the heart, Eph. v. 19. Col. ili. 16. and yet 
does not fignify mere mental finging, but vocal 
finging, the heart joining therein ; for the word here 
ufed for praife fignifies to confefs, to {peak out, to 
declare openly the praifes of God in the public con- 
gregation, as David elfewhere determines to do, 
Pfal. cxi. 1. and cxxxviii. 1, 2. the heart ought to 
be engaged in every part of divine fervice and wor- 
fhip, whether in preaching or in hearing, or in 
prayer, or in finging of praife ; and the whole heart 
alfo: fometimes God has nothing of the heart in 
worfhip, it is removed far from him, and gone after 
other objects ; and fometimes it is divided between 
God and the creature ; hence the pfalmift prays 
that God would unite his heart to fear him, and 
then he fhould praife him with all his heart, with 
z!l that was within him, with all the powers and 
faculties of his foul; fee P/a/. Ixxxvi. 11, 12. and 
ciii. 1. This phrafe is not expreflive of the perfec- 
tion of this duty, or of performing it in fuch man- 
ner as that there would be no imperfection in it, 
or fin attending it; for good men fail in all their 
performances, and do nothing good without fin; 
hence provifion is made for the iniquities of holy 
things; but of the heartinefs and fincerity of it ; 
and in fuch an undiffembled and upright manner 
the pfalmift determines, in the ftrength of divine 
grace, to praife the Lord. J will fhew forth all thy 
marvelous works; fuch as the creation of all things 
out of nothing, and the bringing them into the 
form and order in which they are by the.word of 
God; and in which there is fuch a dilplay of the 
power and wifdom of God; and particularly the 
formation of man out of the duft of the earth, in 
the image, and after the likenefs of God; the ful 
tentation 
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tentation of the whole world of creatures in their 
being, the providential care of them all, the pre- 
fervation of man and beaft ; and efpecially the work 
of redemption: it is marvelous that God fhould 
think of redeeming finful men ; that he fhould fix 
the {cheme of it in the way he has; that he fhould 
pitch upon his own Son to be the Redeemer; that 
ungodly men, finners, the chief of finners, and ene- 
mies, fhould be the perfons redeemed ; and that not 
all the individuals of human nature, but fome out 
of every kindred, tongue, people, and nation: as 
alfo the work of grace, which is a new creation, 
and more marvelous than the old; a regeneration, 
or a being born again, which is aftonifhing to a 
natural man, who cannot conceive how this can be; 
a refurrection from the dead, or a caufing dry bones 
10 live ; a call of men out of darknefs into marvel- 
ous light ; and it is as wondrous how this work is 
preferved amidft fo many corruptions of the heart, 
temptations of Satan, and fnares of the world, as 
that it is; to which may be added, the wonderful 
works yet to be done, as the fetting up of the king- 
dom of Chrift; the deftruétion of Antichrift, the 
refurrection of the dead, the laft judgment, and the 
eternal glory and happinefs of the faints: and doubt- 
lefs the pfalmift may have refpect to the many vic- 
tories which he, through the divine power, obtain- 
ed over his enemies ; and particularly the marvel- 
ous one which was given him over Goliath with a 
ftone and fling; thefe the pfalmift determined to 
make the fubject of his fong, to dwell and enlarge 
upon, to fhew forth unto others, and to point out 
the glories, beauties, and excellency of them: and 
when he fays a// of them, it muft be underftood of 
as many of them as were within the compafs of his 
knowledge, and of as much of them as he was ac- 
quainted with ; for otherwife the marvelous works 
of God are infinite and without number, od v. 9. 
and ix. 10. “4 t, 

y. 2. I will be glad and rejoice in thee, &c.| Not 
in himfelf, in any attainments or works of his; not 
in his wifdom, riches and ftrength, nor in his war- 
like exploits, but in the Lord; not in fecond caufes, 
in horfes and chariots, in armies, and in the courage 
and valour of men, but in God, as the author of 
deliverance, victory and falvation; not in God only 
as the God of nature and providence, but as the 
God of all grace, and as his covenant-God and fa- 
ther ; and becaufe of the bleffings of this covenant, 
as forgivenefs of fin, a juftifying righteoufnefs, &c. 
for he rejoiced not in his own righteoufnefs, but in 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, as well as in his perfon, 
grace, and facrifice ; fo the Cha/dee paraphrafe ren- 
ders it, Iwill be glad and rejoice 7VO3I in thy Word, 
the Jogos, the effential Word of God, of whom there 
were many types, promifes, and prophecies in the 
former difpenfation; two words being here ufed 
exprefs the greatnefs of this joy, and efpecially the 
latter word denotes a very vehement joy, a joy un- 
fpeakable and full of glory; fuch as arifes from a 
fight of Chrift the objeét, and which the pfalmift 
had now in view; and this was not a carnal and 
worldly joy, but joy in the holy Ghoft. J will fing 
praife to thy name, O thou moft High, that is, to 
the glory of his name, his being, and perfections, 
as difplayed in his marvellous works, and in the 
revelation of his word, and efpecially in his Son ; 
and under the character of the mof# bigh God, the 
fupreme being over all creatures, angels and men ; 
fee Pfal, vii. 17. 

¥. 3. When mine enemies are turned back, &c.] 
As the Philiftines were, when Goliath their champion 
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was dead; and as the mén that came to apprehend 
Chrift, David’s antitype, went backwards and fell 
to the ground, thro’ the fuperior power of Chrift, 
and as fin, Satan, and the world, and at laft anti- 
chrift, are made to retreat from the Lord’s people, 
who are more than conquerors over them through 
Chrift that has loved them. They fhall fall and 
perifh at thy prefence; they fhall ftumble at one 
thing or another which divine providence will throw 
in their way to hinder them from executing their 
defigns, and fo fall before them they meant to de- 
ftroy, and perifh at the prefence of God as wax 
melteth before the fire; fee Pfalm xxvii. 2, and 
Ixvili. 1, 2. fo antichrift fhall be confumed with 
the breath of Chrift’s mouth, and the brightnefs of 
his coming, 2 The/f: ii. 8. and this is the ground 
and foundation of the pfalmift’s joy, and rejoicing, 
and finging praife to God, as it will be the reafon 
‘of the joy of faints in the latter day, Rev, xviii. 20. 
and xix. 1, 2: 

y. 4. For thou haft maintained my right and my 
caufe, &c.| Or vindicated and eftablithed his righ- 
teous caufe; God had pleaded and ‘defended it, 
and by the flight, fall, and ruin of his enemies had 
clearly made it appear that his caufe was juft and 
good. Thou fatteft in the throne judging right , God 
has not only a throne of grace on which he fits, 
and from whence he diftributes grace and mercy to 
his people, but he has a throne of judgment, and 
which is prepared for it, as in ¥. 7. where he fits as 
the judge of all the earth, and will do right; nor 
can he do otherwife, though his judgments are not 
always manifeft in the prefent ftate of things; and 
the vindication of the pfalmift’s innocence and up= 
rightnefs, is another reafon of his joy and gladnefs. 

¥. 5. Thou baft rebuked the heathen, &c.| The 
people of the Philiflines, as the Targum and Kimchi 
explain it, though fome Jewifh writers * underftand 
it of Amalek the chief of the heathen nations; but 
it rather refers to gofpel-times, and to the rebukes 
of the heathen by the preaching of the gofpel, for 
their idolatry and fuperftition ; and efpecially to the 
latter day, and to the rebukes of the antichriftian 
ftates, the papifts, who are called Gentiles; which 
will be with flames of fire, and will iffte in their 
utter extirpation, upon which a profound peace and 
profperity will fucceed in the chriftian churches, 
according to J/a. ii. 4. which is a prophecy of thofe 
times. Thou haft deftroyed the wicked; the wicked 
man}; for it is in the fingular number; Jabben, as 
Aben Ezra obferves, or who is meant by him ; 
Goliath, according to the Targum and Kimchi; or 
Efau, as other Jewith writers”, that is, his pofterity 
the Edomites ; and each of thefe were figures of an- 
tichrift, the man of fin, the wicked one, whom 
Chrift will flay with the breath of his lips, Z/a. xi. 4. 
Thou haft put out their name for ever and ever; that 
is, the glory and reputation of their name, a good 
and honourable one, which they fought to tranfmit 
to the lateft pofterity ; for though the names of 
wicked men may continue, as Pharaoh, Fudas, and 
others ; yet they continue with a fcandal and reproach 
upon them that fhall never be wiped off, their names 
rot and ftink; fee Prov. x. 7. the whole of this 
denotes the utter ruin and fhameful end of the ene- 
mies of Chrift and his church, and which is matter 
of joy to the faints. 

y. 6. O thou enemy, &c.] Which fome under- 
ftand of Goliath, though we do not read of any de~ 
folations made by him, nor of any cities deftroyed 
by him; nor by the J/raelites upon his death and 
the flight of the Pviliftines on that account; Farchi 

interprets © 
> Tbidem. 


. ¥ 


5 524 
interprets it of E/an and his pofterity, who fhall be 
deftroyed in future time, to which he applies Ezek. 
XXXV. 9. other Jewith writers © think Amalek is in- 
tended, whofe deftruction they fuppofe will be in 
the days of the Meffiah, and then will this fcripture 
be fulfilled: and as thefe all prefigured antichrift, 
as before obferved, he feems to be defigned, and 
not Satan, as fome Chriftian interpreters have 
thought, that enemy of Chrift, perfonal and myfti- 
cal, of the church, and every true believer, and fo 
is antichrift, he oppoles himfelf to God, and all that 
is called God; he is one that is contrary to Chrift, 
as his name fignifies, to his perfon, offices, grace, 
and kingdom ; who blafphemes the name of God, 
his tabernacle, and his faints. Dej/truéciions are come 
to a perpetual end which may be underftood either 
of the deftructions and defolations made by anti- 
chrift, the havock he has made in the world, tread- 
ing under foot the holy city, the church, deftroying 
the earth and the inhabitants of it, the bodies, fouls, 
andeftates of men; but now the pfalmift prophetical- 
ly declares the end of them to be come, his forty two 
months, or one thoufand two hundred and fixty 
days or years will be up, and he will go on no more 
defolating and deftroying; fee Kev, xi. 2, 3, 18. 
and xiii. 5, 7. or of the deftructions and defolations 
made upon him by the pouring out of the feven 
vials upon the antichriftian {tates, upon the feat of 
the beaft, and upon both Pope and Turk, the eaft- 
ern and weftern antichrift; when in the iffue the 
beaft, and the falfe prophet with him, will be taken 
and caft alive into a lake of fire; fee Rev. xvi. and 
xix, xx. and fo this phrafe denotes that the deftruc- 
tion of antichrift will be confummate, his ruin will 
be complete, and there will be an utter end of him. 
Some inftead of de/olations, by the change of a point 
read pygan fwords, and Ben Labrat or R. Donefb 
fays*, that he found it fo written in an ancient 
book; and fo reads Farchi, though he takes notice 
of the other reading alfo; and {fo read the Septua- 
gint, Syriac, Arabic, and Ethiopic verfions ; and 
then the fenfe is, {words fhall fail, they fhall be no 
more made ufe of to deftroy men with, they fhall 
be beaten into plowfhares ; for upon the deftruc- 
tion of the man of fin there will be a profound 
peace in the world; fee J/z. ii, 4. Some * read 
thefe words interrogatively, are de/truétions come to 
a@ perpetual end? that is, which the enemy antichrift 
defigned to bring upon the people of God? no they 
are not; he may imagine they are, when the two 
witnefies are flain; and may think he has then made 
an entire flaughter, and a complete deftruction of 
the faints; but he will be miftaken, thefe witnefles 
will rife again, and afcend up to heaven in the fight 
of their enemies, and to the great terror of them, 
Rev. Xi. 10, 11,12. And thou haft deftroyed cities, 
or bajft thou deftroyed cities? that is, as antichrift 
threatned and intended, namely, to deftroy all the 
cities and churches of Chrift; but, alas! he will 
never be able to do it, they are built on a rock 
againft which the gates of hell can never prevail : 
but it is better to read the words affirmatively, and 
interpret them not of the enemy but of God, and 
of him deftroying the cities of the enemy; for at 
the pouring out the feventh and laft vial, the great 
_ city, the whole antichriftian jurifdiction will be di- 
vided into three parts, and utterly perifh; and the 
cities of the Pagan and Mahometan nations will fall, 
and particularly Babylon the great city will come in 


© Midrafh Tillim in loc, Tzeror Hammor, fol. 150. 2. 
Ainfworth, 


# "}1? attrito, Cocceius, Gejerus; contrito, Michatlis, 


PSALMS. 


, 7 @ Apud Aben Ezra in loc. 
( * Sic Genevenfes, Diodatus, Bucerus, Cocceius, 
Cocceius, Michaelis ; fo Ainfworth; fedet, Vatablus, Mufculus, 


Phix.t.7—9. 


remembrance before God, and be utterly deftroyed, — 
Rev, xvi. 19. Their memorial is perifhed with 
them ; they fhall not be returned or built any more, 
but fhall be like a milftone caft into the fea, and 
be found no more at all, Ezek, xxxv. g. Rev. xviii. 
21. Somefread this claufe by way of interroga- _ 
tion 4s the others, is their memorial perifhed wit 
them ? no, the righteous are in everlafting remem- 
brance, even thofe churches which the Romi/h anti- "i 
chrift has made havock of, as the J/bigenfés and 
Waldenfes, the memory of them is ftill precious. 

y.7. But the Lord fhall endure for ever, &c.Js 
When antichrift is entirely ruined, his cities de- 
{troyed, and the memorial of them perifhed, then } 
Joall the Lord fit for ever ®, as the words may be 
rendered; that is, as a Jewifh writer " paraphrafes ~ 
them, in reft and quiet. The words may be a 
preflive of the unchangeablenefs and eternity and 
power of God; the Chaldee paraphrafe of them is, 
ya ID the word of the Lord is for ever; bis 
habitation is in the highest heavens. And they may 
very well be interpreted of Chrift, the effential 
Word of God, who is the unchangeable, everlaft- 
ing, and almighty God; and who fits King for 
ever, and muft fit at God’s right hand, in the 
higheft heavens, until all his enemies are made his 
root{tool ; and to him moft properly do the follow- 
ing things in this and the next verfe belong : He 
hath prepared bis throne for judgment ; for the admi- 
niftration of judgment in this world, for the parti- 
cular judgment after death, and for the general 
judgment after the refurrection of the dead ; which 
feems by what follows to be chiefly meant, and 
which will come on after the deftruction of anti- 
chrift; and all things are preparing for it; the day 
is appointed, in which God will judge the world; 
Chritt is ordained to be the judge ot quick and dead; 
devils and ungodly men are referved to the judg- 
ment of the great day; the throne is ready, which 
will be a white one, Kev. xx. 11. denoting the pu- 
rity, juftice and uprightnefs of the judge, who 
‘himfelf is at the door, 

¥.8. And be fhall judge the world in righteouf- 
nefs, &c.] The word 93: rendered world, is, as 
Ben Melech well obferves, a general name for all 
the countries of the habitable world; and fo fhews 
that it is the univerfal judgment that is here fpoken 
of; and which will be carried on and finifhed with the 
utmoft righteoufnefs, and according to the ftricteft 
rules of juftice and equity; and is therefore called 
the righteous judgment of God, Rom. ii. 5. fee 
Pfal. xcvi. 13. and xcviii. 9 Ads xvil. 31. He 
Jhall minifier judgment to the people in uprightnefs s 
which fignifies the fame with the former claufe, un- 
lefs by the world there, fhould be meant the wicked 
of the world; and by the people here, the people of 
God; to whom the righteous Judge will give the 
crown of righteoufnefs. 

¥.9. The Lord aljo will be a refuge for the op- 
preffed, &c.] The poor and weak, fuch as have 
no might nor power, and are thrown down and 
trampled upon, as the word ' fignifies; and fuch 
are the people of God. ‘They are opprefled with 
the burden of fin; they are bowed down with Sa- 
tan and his temptations ; and are fometimes prefled 
out of meafure, and above their ftrength, with the 
perfecutions of men; they are trodden under foot by 
antichrift, or otherwife are bore down with a va- 
riety of forrows and afflictions; but the Lord isa 
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refuge for them. The Chaldee paraphrafe renders 
it as before, the Word of the Lord, the eternal Lo- 
gos, the Son of God: he is a refuge for poor, fen- 
fible finners, fleeing from wrath to come; being 
typified by the cities of refuge, whither the man- 
flayer fled from the avenger of blood: he is the 
ftronghold for the prifoners of hope to turn into ; 
his name is a ftrong tower and place of defence for 
opprefied faints; he is a refuge when all others 
fail, and at all times, in the day of affliction, and 
in the hour of death, and at judgment. 4 refuge 
in times of trouble ; of which the faints have many, 
as when God hides his face, when corruptions pre- 
vail, when grace is low in exercife, and temptations 
are {trong, yet even then Chrift is the refuge from 
the ftorm; the falvation of his people is of him, 
and he is their ftrength in every time of trouble; 
fee Ija. xxv. 4. Pfal. xxxvii. 39. 

y¥. 10. And they that know thy name, &c.| As 
proclaimed in the gofpel, a God gracious and mer- 
ciful and forgiving fin; and as in Chrift, in whom 
his name is, and in whom he is the God of love, 
grace, and mercy, though out of him a confuming 
fire; or the name of Chrift himfelf, the Word of 
the Lord, who is the refuge of faints and finners ; 
his name Jelus, a Saviour: fuch who know him to 
be the able, willing, complete, all-fufficient, and 
everlafting Saviour; who know his power and 
faithfulnets to keep what is committed to him; and 
who know him mot merely notionally and fpecula- 
tively, and in a profeffional way only, but affec- 
tionately, fpiritually and experimentally ; fuch wil? 
put their truft in thee; as they have great reafon to 
do; and the more they know of the grace and 
mercy of God in Chrift, and of the ability and 
fuitablenefs of Chrift as a Saviour, the more ftrong- 
ly will they place their truft and confidence in him. 
For thou, Lord, haft not forfaken them that feek 
thee; who are firft fought out by God in effectual 
vocation, and then under the influence and direc- 
tion of. his grace and Spirit feek him in Chrift, 
where he is only to x Ate and feek Chrift and 
his righteoufnefs above all things elfe, and with 
their whole hearts, and diligently ; and feek to Chrift 
alone for life and falvation, and continue feeking 
the Lord by prayer and fupplication, for whatever 
they ftand in need of ; thefe God does not forfake: 
he may fometimes hide his face from them, as he 
does from his own children, and did from his own 
Son, yet he never forfakes them totally and finally ; 
nor will he forfake the work of his own hands, 
which he has wrought in them, but will perfect it; 
he will never leave them fo as that they fhall perifh 
by fin, Satan, or any enemy ; he will not forfake 
them in life, nor at death, but will be the ftrength 
of their hearts, and their portion for ever. 

y. 11. Sing praifes to the Lord, which dwelleth in 
Zion, &c.| The pfalmift having determined in the 
ftrength of grace to praife the Lord himfelf, and 
fhew forth all his marvelous works, and given his 
reafons for it, both with refpeét to himfelf in parti- 
cular, and with refpect to the people of God in ge- 
neral, here calls upon others to engage in the fame 
work ; the Lord is not only to be praifed, which 
may be done by celebrating the perfections of his 
nature, and the works of his hands ; by giving him 
thanks for mercies temporal and fpiritual, and by 
living to his glory ; but his praifes are to be fung 
by a modulation of the voice in tuneful notes, as 
the word ufed fignifies; fee Cant, ii. 12. where the 
fame word is ufed of the finging of birds ; and this 


& my Yy fignificat tam machinationes, five confilia, 1 Sam, ii, 3. quam 


xxxii. 19, Gejerus. 


Vou. Ill. Ne 17, 


PSALMS. 


divine prefence. 


525 
is to be done by the faints jointly, in concert toge- 


ther, as Paul and Silas in prifon fang the praifes of 
God ; and there is great reafon why they fhould 


join together in this work, fince they fhare the . 


bleffings of divine grace in common together ; and 
it is their duty to ftir up one another to this fervice, 
as well as to other parts of worfhip: and this per- 
feétly agrees with the exhortation to the faints, and 
the work they fhall be employed in at the fall of 
Babylon, or deftruétion of Antichrift, Rev. xiv. r, 
2, 3. and xviii. 20. and xix. 1,2. Febovab, to whom 
praifes are to be fung, is defcribed as the inhabitant 
of Zion, the ark and tabernacle being there before 
the temple was built, which were fymbols of the 
The Targum paraphrafes it, who 
caufeth bis fhekinah to dwell in Zion; as many of the 
Jewith writers interpret this pfalm of Goliath, a 
doubt arifes here about it, fince in the days of Saul 
and at the time of Goliath’s death, Zion was in the 
hands of the Febufites, and the ark of God was not 


there till many years afterwards; to this it is re- 


plied, that David might compofe this pfalm upon 
that occafion not immediately at that time, but after 
he was king of J/rael, and when the ark was 
brought to Zion ; or that he faid this by a prophe- 
tic fpirit, forefeeing that God would dwell there ; 
and Kimchi obferves, that it was every where a re- 
ceived tradition among the people of J/rael that 
the fanétuary would be built there; but however 
this be, certain it is that the church of God goes 
by the name of Zion frequently ; fee Pfal. ii. 6. and 
1.2. Heb. xii. 22. Rev. xiv. 1. God by his effence 
and power is every where, he fills heaven and earth, 
and cannot be contained in either ; his glorious pre- 
fence is in heaven; his gracious prefence is in his 
church and among his people; where they dwell he 
dwells, and where he dwells they dwell: hence the 
church is called by the fame name as the Lord is 
here, the inhabitant of Zion, Ifa. xii. 6. and this 
defcription of him points out the place where his 
praifes are to be fung, in Zion; who are to fing 
them, the members of the church ; and the reafon 
why, becaufe the Lord dwells in Zion; and is there 
a refuge for his people, and protects them. De- 
clare among the people kis doings; what God does 
for the fouls of men is not only to be declared 
among the people of God, P/al. Ixvi. 16. but alfo 
among the people of the world, when a fuitable op- 
portunity offers; and efpecially in the public mi- 
niftry of the word; partly that the name of God 
may be exalted, his grace, goodnefs and mercy be 
difplayed ; and partly that it might be the means 
of the converfion of God’s chofen ones among them, 
Pfal. xcvi. 2, 3. Ifa. xii. 2, 3, 4. though it may be 
here his doings in providence are meant, his fpecial 
providential care of his church and people, and his 
vengeance on their enemies, on Babylon; for upon 
the ruin of Antichrift, the judgments of God, his 
providential difpenfations towards his church and 
people will be made manifeft, and all nations will 
be called upon to fear and worfhip him; fee Fer. 
1,28. Rev. xv. 3, 4. the word * which is here ufed 
fignifies fuch deeds and actions as are the effects of 
thought and counfel, and which are purpofely and 
induftrioufly done; and whatfoever is done by the 
Lord, whether in a way of grace or providence, is 
done after the counfel of his own will; as he thought. 
{c it is, as he purpofes fo it comes to pafs, and all 
things are done well and wifely, and anfwer the ends 
and defigns of them. 
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y.12. When be maketh inquifition for blood, 8cc. | 
The Arabic verfion renders it, be remembers bim 
that feeks their blood 5 that is, the wicked man, that 
lies in wait for innocent blood, and whofe feet are 
f{wift to fhed ir; the man of fin, who is blood- 
thirfty ; who drinks up the blood of the faints like 
water, and has been made drunk with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jefus, him will God remember, 
and take vengeance on, in his own time: but ra- 
ther, this is to be underftood of God himfelf, 
feeking for the blood of his faints: he knows where 
it is, though ever fo privily fhed, as he did Abels ; 
yet, to fhew his ftrict care and accurate notice of 
it, he is reprefented as fearching for it, and finding 
it out by fecret fearch, Fer. ii. 34. And it is the 
fame phrafe with requiring blood, and exprefies a 
demand of fatisfaction for it; and declares the 
vengeance that God will take on account of it: he 
requires the blood of every man at the hand of him 
by whom it is fhed, Gen ix. 5,6. efpecially the 
blood of the righteous, Mart. xxiii. 35. particular- 
ly the blood of the martyrs of Jefus, fhed by the 
Romi/b Antichrift; he will make inquifition for 
that, and will find in Badylon the blood of the pro- 
phets and faints, and of all that are flain on earth 
and will avenge the bloo/ of his fervants at her 
hand, and give her blood to drink, Rev. xvili.2 4. 


and xix. 2. andxvi.6. He remembereth them; either’ 


the righteous, as the Targum paraphrafes it, whofe 
blood has been fhed; or elfe the wicked, who thed 
their blood: God will remember them and their fins; 
which, for fome time, may feem not to have been 
taken notice of by him, and will pour out his 
wrath, and inflict juft punifhment on them; fee 
Rev. xvi.1g. and xviii. 5,6. He forgetteth not the 
ery of the bumble : the cetib, or writing of the text, 
is C9337 afflicted ; the keri, or reading, is yp 
humble ; fo the Maforab and Targum read: both 
may be taken into the fenfe: afflicted perfons are 
generally humble, afflictions make them humble ; 
God’s people are an afflicted people; afflicted with 
fin, with Satan, with the world, with Antichrift 
and his followers: and they are a humble people ; 
grace makes them humble, and a fenfe of their fin 
and unworthinefs keeps them fo: and this is a 
proper character of the followers of Jefus. Thefe 
in their diftrefs cry to the Lord, as the Z/raelites 
did in Egypt under their bondage and preffures : 
yea, their blood cries after death, as /be/’s did, 
and as the blood of the martyrs of Chrift does, 


», whofe fouls under the altar cry for vengeance, Rev. 


' vi. g. and God is not unmindful of their cry; 
however he may feem to be, he takes notice of it, 
and will in his own time avenge his elect, which 
cry unto him day and night. 

¥. 13. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, &c.] The 
pfalmift proceeds to petitions on his own account 
in this verfe : the ends he propofes by the fulfill- 
ing of them, are mentioned in the next. A good 
man, a man called by the grace of God, though 
he has obtained mercy of the Lord, yet ftill ftands 
in need of more, of freth difcoveries of pardoning 
grace and mercy, of merciful fupplies, of merci- 
ful fupport, and merciful deliverances from ene- 
mies, inward and outward: and fuch.an one flees 
to God, and not to the creature ; and pleads, not 
his own dignity, righteoufnefs or merit, but the 
mercy of God. Confider my trouble which I fuffer 
of them that bate me; or fee my affliction because of 
mine enemis'; look upon me under it with an eye 
of pity and compaffion, and help and deliver me ; 
and look upon mine enemies that give me this 
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trouble, and take vengeance on them. Thou that 
lifte# me up from the gates of death, the houfe a " 
pointed for all living ; that is, from the power of . 
it, when juft upon the brink of it ; when near it, 
as a perfon is to an houfe, when he is at the gates 

of it; either through ficknefs, or fome violent dif- 

temper of body, as Hezekiah was; or thro’ fome 

imminent danger in battle, as David was when 

engaged with Goliath 5 when every one thought, 

as Kimchi obferves, that he fhould fall by his 

hand: or it may be, this may have refpeé to his 

being raifed up from the death of fin, and deli- 

vered from the power of darknefs; to his being 

brought out of the horrible pit and miry clay of 

an unregenerate ftate, and fet upon the rock of 

falvation ; which is a lifting up indeed, an exalta- 

tion from a very low toa very high eftate: and 

this the pfalmift takes notice of to encourage his 

faith; and makes ufe of it as an argument with 

God, that as he had dealt fo gracioufly and boun- 

tifully with him, he would {till fhew mercy to him, 

and look upon him under his affliction. - 

y.14. That I may fhew forth all thy praife, 8c.} 
That is, all thy bounties and acts of goodnefs, de- 
ferving of praife; even as many of them as he 
had an experience of, and which came within his 
knowledge; and as much of them as he was ca- 
pable of obferving : for otherwife, the inftances of 
divine grace and goodnefs are fo many, that they 
cannot be reckoned up in order, nor God be praif- 
ed for them, in the prefent ftate of things, as he 
fhould; fee the note on y. 1. Jn the gates of the 
daughter of Zion: it was ufual with the Hebrews, 
to reprefent a chief city as a mother-city, and the 
towns and villages, and places adjacent, as daugh- 
ters; and fo, as Zion or Ferufalem fenifies the 
church of God in general, or the mother-church, 
Gal. iv. 26. fo the daughter of Zion may mean a 
particular church: the Targum renders it the 
congreeration of Zion; and tbe gates of it, are 
the public ordinances of divine worfhip in it 5 
and the fenfe is, that the pfalmitt defired to fhew 
forth the praifes of God in the moft public 
manner in the congregation and affembly of the 
faints. J will rejoice in thy falvation, or that Imay 
rejoice in thy falvation™: meaning either temporal 
falvation and deliverance from enemies, wrought 
by God for him, which would be matter of joy 
to him; or fpiritual falvation, which may be call- 
ed God’s falvation, becaufe contrived by him in 
the council of peace, and fecured by him in the 
covenant of grace, and wrought out by his Son in 
the fulnefs of time, and applied by his Spirit at 
converfion. And a gracious man rejoices in this 
falvation more becaufe it is the Lord’s, than. be- 
caufe it is his own; or he rejoices more becaufe of 
the glory of God, which is difplayed in it, than 
becaufe of his own advantage and happinefs by it. 

¥. 15. The beathen are funk into the pit that they 
made, &c.] The pfalmift having determined to 
praife the Lord, and called upon others to join with 
him in it, here enters upon it: for, as Farchi and 
Aben Ezra obferve, this is mMomM the praife he 
was defirous to fhew forth, which is oceafioned by 
the deftruétion of God’s enemies, and the delive- 
rance of his people: by the heathen are meant not 
the Philiftines, as Kimchi interprets it, who thought 
to caufe IJ/rael to fall, and fell themfelves; but 
this is fpoken prophetically of the nations of the 
earth, who have joined in the idolatry of anti- — 
chrift, the Gentiles, by whom the holy city has 
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chriftian ftates, that will be deftroyed by the pour- 
ing out of the feven vials, and efpecially the laft, 
at the battle of Armageddon; and which will be 


‘brought on by themfelves, with a defign to deftroy 


the whole kingdom and intereft of Chrift, but will 
iffue in their utter ruin, which this phrafe is ex- 
preflive of ; fee Rev. xviii. 3. and xi. 2. and xvi.13, 
14, 16. and xix. 19——21. The metaphor is taken 
from hunters, who dig pits for the wild beatts to 
fall into, that they may the more eafily take them, 
into which they fall themfelves ; fee P/alm vii.15. 
Wicked men are mifchievous and crafty, but fome- 
times they are taken in their own craftinefs : Ia the 
net which they laid, is their own foot taken, which 


may fignify the fame thing as before, that the mil> 


chief they defign for others falls upon themfelves ; 
only as the former phrafe denotes their utter de- 
ftruction, like the finking of a milftone in the fea, 
by which the ‘irrecoverable ruin of Babylon is ex- 
prefled, Rev. xviii.21. this may defign the reftraint 
and hindrance of them from doing the evil they 
would; their feet are intangled, that they cannot 
run to fhed blood; and their hands are held, that 
they cannot perform their enterprize; and their 
wrath is reftrained and made to praife the Lord. 
The metaphor is taken from fowlers, who lay nets 
and fhares for birds, and cover them that they may 
not be feen, but fall into them unawares; fee P/a/. 
CXXiv. 7. ; 

¥. 16. The Lord is known by the judgment which 
be executeth, &c.] The judgment which God will 
execute upon antichrift, and the antichriftian pow- 
ers, will be a means of making known his name, 
his glory, his perfections, in all the earth 5. as his 
wifdom, power, juftice and goodnefs; fee Exod. 
ix. 16. P/al. Ixxix. 10. Rev. xv. 3,4. The deftruc- 
tion of antichrift will be the Lord’s doing, and it 


will be a righteous one ; it will be a juft retaliation ; 
as he has killed with the fword, multitudes of his, 


followers fhall be killed with the fword ; as he has 


led captive, he fhall be taken captive at the battle | 


of Armageddon ; as he has burnt many of the mar- 
tyrs of Jefus, he fhall be cait into the lake of fire 
burning with brimftone. Some read thefe words 
as two fentences, The Lord is known, he bath exe- 
cuted judgment™: the latter of thefe refers not to 
the miniftration of juftice in the providential go- 
vernment of the world, or at the laft day in the 
general judgment; but to the judgment of the great 
whore, or Antichrift, at which time the Lord will 
be known in his gofpelin all the world; the earth 
will be filled with the knowledge of him, and he, 
and he alone will be exalted ; his name will be great 
and glorious throughout the earth; all fhall know 
him from the Jeaft to the greateft; and their know- 
ledge of him will be very clear and comprehenfive. 
The wicked is fnared in the work of his own bands; 
not Goliath, as Kimchi thinks, who was lain by 
David with his own fword, though this was true 
of him in the letter and type; but the wicked One, 
the man of fin and fon of perdition, Antichrift, 
whofe coming is after the working of Satan, with 
all craftinefs and wily ftratagems, called the depths 
of Satan, Rev. ii. 24. but his own fins fhall take 
him, and he fhall be holden with the cords of his 
iniquities, and be rewarded double for all his fins ; 
what is before figuratively expreffed, is here litte- 
rally declared; or he bath fnared the wicked in or 
by the work of his hands*, that is, God. Higgaion, 


Sclab. of the latter of thefe words fee the note on 
Pyal, iii, 2. the former fignifies meditation, Farchi 
paraphrafes it s3n79) /et us meditate on this, felahs 
Aben Ezra interprets it, I will fhew forth this in 
truth ; the Chaldee paraphrafe is, the righteous fhall 
rejoice for ever ; the note of Kimcbi and Ben Melech 
is, this falvation is to us meditation and praife; up- 
on the whole the fenfe feems to be this, that God’s 


judgments upon Antichrift, and the antichriftian 


ftates, and the deliverance of his people from their 
yoke and tyranny, are things worthy of the medi- 
tation-of the faints, and afford juft matter of joy, 
praife and thankfgiving. i: 
¥. 17. Lhe wicked ball be turned into hell, &c.] 


Some render it, /hall return to the grave’, to the 


earth, the original duft from whence they came 5 
but this is common to all men, to the righteous as 
well as the wicked; rather $yxw here fignifies the 
place of torment, commonly called hell, where de- 
vils and damned fpirits are ; hither the fouls of the 
wicked go immediately upon their departure from 
their bodies, Luke xvi. 23. and after the judgment 
is over, they will be remanded thither in foul and 
body ; and their damnation is called the deftruction 
of foul and body in hell; which will confift in an 
everlafting feparation from God, and in a fenfe of 
his wrath and fiery indignation ; and though this is 
true of all the wicked, yet. here that wicked one, 
Antichrilt, and his wicked followers, are chiefly. de- 
figned ; even the beaft and falfe prophet, who fhall 
be.caft alive into the lake of fire burning with brim 
ftone, Rev. xix, 20. and xx. 10.. And all the na- 
tions that forget God; whichis not to be underftood 
of the pagan nations, though they may be faid to 
forget God, fince he is to be known by the light of 
nature, and yet they worfhip idols, the works of 
their hands ; but the papal nations, who adore the 
Pope of Rome as God on earth, worfhip angels and 
faints departed, and images of gold and filver,-and 
wood and ftone. It may be applied to every wick- 
ed man who forgets there is a God who fees and 
knows all things, and to whom men are accounta- 

ble ;: fee Pfal. 1. 22. 
¥. 18. For the needy foall not always be forgotten, 
&c.} The people of God. are’ poor and needy for 
the moft part; they are fo in things temporal, and 
they are poor in fpirit, or .in things fpiritual, of 
which they are fenfible; their.needs are. many, and 
frequently return; but God has provided.a throne 
of grace for them, to come to for.help in time of 
need, and he will fupply all their wants out of the 
fulnefs of grace in Chrift; nor is he unmindful of 
them, and of his covenant with them; ftrictly fpeak- 
ing, they are: never forgotten by him, being en- 
graven on his hands, and fet as.a feal on his heart; 
but they fometimes feem to be fo both to them- 
felves and others, P/a/. xlii..2, 10, and xliv. 24: 
and Ixxvii..g. J/g. xlix. 14. and they may. conti- 
nue fo long; God may feem for a long time to 
take no notice of them, but fuffer them to lie un- 
der affii@tion and perfecution ; the holy city is trod- 
den under foot forty two. months, or one thoufand 
two hundred and fixty days, that is, fo many years; 
fo long the witnefles prophefy in fackcloth, fo long 
the church is in the wildernefs, and fo long will be 
the reign of Antichrift, Rev. xi, 2, 3. and xii. 6. 
and xiii, 5, but as great Babylon will come up in 
remembrance before God, and he will remember 
her fins, and. render her double; the fet time to 
favour 
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favour his poor and needy will come, and he will 
arife and have mercy on them, and bring them in- 
to a glorious and comfortable ftate and condition. 
The expeiation of the poor fhall not perifh for ever 
the negative particle, though not in the original 
text, is rightly fupplied from the preceding claufe, 
as it is by the Zargum, Farchi, Aben Ezra, and 
Kimcbi, and as the fenfe requires; and the expec- 
tation of Chrift’s poor ones is not only a fupply of 
grace here and eternal happinefs hereafter; but they 
expect a glorious ftate of the church on earth, and 
that Chrift will defcend in perfon from heaven, and 
his tabernacle will be among men; and that they 
fhall be kings and priefts, and poffefs the kingdom, 
and reign with Chrift a thoufand years ; and tho’ 
thefe things may feem to be deferred, and their 
expectation put off to a length of time, yet it flial] 
not perifh for ever; there will be a performance of 
the things promifed and expected. 

¥. 19. Arife, O Lord, &c.] To the deftruction of 
thine enemies, and the falvation of thy people; fee 
the note on Pf-vii.6. Let not man prevail; the man of 
fin, Antichrift, that is, let him not always prevail ; 
he is the little horn that was to prevail againft the 
faints, and has prevailed, Dax. vii.21. Rev. xiii. 7. 
but he fhall not always prevail ; this petition will 
be heard and anfwered ; for though he fhall caft 
down many thoufands, he fhall not be /trengthened 
by it, Dan. xi. 12. where the fame word is ufed as 
here ; the Lamb at laft fhall overcome him and his 
ten kings, his fupporters, and all that fhall aid and 
amift him, Rev. xvii. 14. and xix. 1g——21. Let 
the heathen be judged in thy fight ; that is, the anti- 
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chriftian nations that adhere to the man of fin, let 
them be judged and punifhed in the fight of God, 
the judge of all the earth, whofe eyes are as a 
flame of fire; compare with this Yoel iii. 12. 

y. 20. Put them in fear, O Lord, &c.] Who 
are a bold, impudent, fearlefs generation of mens 
who, like the unjuft judge, neither fear God nor 
regard men, therefore the pfalmift prays that God 
would inject fear into them, who only can do it s 
and this will be done at Babylon’s deftruction, 
when the antichriftian kings, merchants, and fea- 
faring men will ftand afar off for fear of her tor- 
ment, Rev. xviii. 10, 15,17. That the mations may 
know themfelves to be but men. Selab. and not God, 
and have no power againft him; fee //z. xxxi. 3. 
the fenfe is, that the antichriftian nations who op- 
pofe themfelves to Chrift and his people, may know 
that they are but frail, mortal, miferable men, as 
the word ! fignifies ; and that he who is at the head 
of them, the man of fin, is no other, though he ex- 
alts himfelf above all that is called God, 2 Theff. ii. 
4. or thefe words are a prayer for the converfion 
of many among the nations, and be rendered, put, 
O Lord, fear in them*; that is, the true grace of 
fear, that the nations may know themfelves, their fin 
and guilt and danger, and know God in Chrift, 
and Chrift, and the way of falvation by him; for 
at the word know fhould be a ftop, concluding a 
propofition, fince the accent athnach is there; and 
then follows another, they are men. Selab. deititute 
of the fear and grace of God, are capable of it, bus 
cannot give it to themfelves, 


PSALM X, 


HIS pfalm in the Septuagint verfion, and 

thofe that follow it, is a part and continua- 
tion of the preceding pfalm, and makes but one 
with it ; hence in thefe verfions the number of the 
following pfalms differ from others, and what is the 
xi" with others is the x“ with them, and {fo on to 
the cxiv and cxv‘, which alfo are put into one ; 
but in order to make up the whole number of one 
hundred and fifty, the exvi® and cxlvii are both 
divided into two; and indeed the fubject of this 
pfalm is much the fame with the former, Anti- 
chrift and antichriftian times are very manifeftly 
defcribed ; the impiety, blafphemy, and atheifm of 
the man of fin; his pride, haughtinefs, boafting of 
himfelf, and prefumption of fecurity ; his perfecu- 
tion of the poor, and murder of innocents, are 
plainly pointed at; nor does the character of the 
man of the earth agree fo well to any as to him: 
his times are times of trouble; but at the end of 
them the kingdom of Chrift will appear in great 
glory, when the Gentiles, the antichriftian nations, 
will perifh out of his land, y. 1—11, 16, 18. 


¥. 1. Why standeft thou afar off, O Lord, &c.} 
This pfalm begins with a complaint which proceeds 
on two general heads; the one is with refpect to 
God, his diftance from his people, and defertion of 
them in times of trouble, in this verfe; and the 
other is with refpeét to the wicked in fome follow- 
ing ones. God by his infinite effence and power 
is every where, and is never far off from any of his 

“ereatures; and though his glorious prefence is in 


heaven, which, with refpect to us on earth, is a land 
atar off, yet this hinders not but that there is often 
great nearnefs between God and his people; and 
when he ftands afar off from them in their appre- 
henfions, it is when he withdraws his gracious pre- 
fence from them, and defers help and affiftance to 
them, and does not immediately and direétly come. 
and vifit them: this they cannot bear, they com- 
plain; they wonder that feeing they are the objects 
of his love, this fhould be his manner of conduét 
towards them ; they expoftulate with him, and in- 
quire for what end and upon what account he fhould 
fo ufe them, and moft earneftly defire that he would 
hafte and come unto them and help them; fee P/. 
xxii. 1, 11, 18. Why hides thou thyfelf in times 
of trouble? when God feems to take no notice of 
his people, does not look upon them, but turns a 
deaf ear to them, he is faid to hide his face, his 
eyes and ears, from them: and this is fometimes the 
cafe of the beft of faints, as it has been of Fob, 
David, Heman, and others; and though this is 
done in a fovereign way by God, who comes and 
and goes when he pleafes; for fenfible communion 
with him as much depends upon his fovereign plea- 
fure, as the gift of his grace itfelf does; yet gene« 
rally fpeaking, the denial or withdrawing of his 
gracious prefence is by way of refentment for fome 
difagreeable condué and behaviour of his people ; 
and is confiftent with his everlafting and unchange- 
able love to them, but is what fills them with grief 
and forrow ; nor can they forbear making mourn-— 
ful complaints upon it; and this is aggravated when 
4 ete it 
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it is a time of trouble with them, either of foul- 
trouble, by reafon of the prevalence of unbelief, 
and the force of Satan’s temptations ; or of bodily 
affliction ; though times of trouble here feem to de- 
fign times of perfecution, as may be concluded from 
the connexion of thefe words with the following ; 
and antichriftian times are times of perfecution: 
during the reign of Antichrift, in which he is fuf- 
fered to make war with the faints and overcome 
them; and during the church’s being in the wil- 
dernefs the fpace of one thoufand two hundred and 
fixty days or years, God may feem to ftand at a 
diftance, and to hide himfelf from her. 

¥.2. The wicked in his pride doth perfecute the 
poor, &c.] The poor is the good and gracious 
man, who is commonly poor in this world’s things, 
and is fenfibly poor in fpirit, or fenfible of his {pi- 
ritual poverty ; or he is fo called becaule affliéed, 
as the word fignifies; and he is afflicted becaufe 
he is poor: thefe two characters generally go to- 
gether. The wicked man, is the wicked one, the 
lawlefs one, the man of fin, and fon of perdition, 
Antichrift, the great perfecutor of Chrift’s poor 
faints and faithful witneffes, more or lefs, ever 
fince he has been in power; and which arifes from 
the pride of his heart, not bearing that any fhould 
refule to pay homage to him, contradiét his will, 
or diffent from him. The word * fignifies to fol- 
Jow after, to purfue, as archi, Aben Ezra, Kim- 
chi, and Ben Melech interpret it; and to purfue 
hotly, as it is rendered in Gen. xxxi. 36. and de- 
notes the vehemence and heat of his wrath and 
fury, with which Antichrift perfecutes the follow- 
ers of the Lamb; hence perfecution is compared 
to the heat of the fun, Matt. xiii. 6,21. Some 
render the words, through the pride of the wicked 
the poor is burned, or the poor burns * , which may 
be underftood either literally, of the burning of 
the martyrs of Jefus by Antichrift, as here in Queen 
Mary’s days ; and which was foretold, that {ome 
of the faints fhould fall by flame, as well as by 
fword, captivity and {poil ; and to which that part 
of the defcription of Chrift anfwers, whofe feet are 
faid to be like fine brafs, as if it burned in a fur- 
nace; and which.is prefaced to the Epiftle to the 
church at Zhyatira, which is an emblem of the 
apoftate church: fee Dan. xi. 33. Rev.i. 15. and ii. 
18. or figuratively, of the poor faints burning with 
erief at the pride and wickednefs of the man of 
fin, and with zeal for the honour and glory of 
God; fee 2 Cor. xi. 29. Cant. viii. 6. Pfal. Ixix. 9. 
Let them be taken in the devices that they have ima- 
gined : we read the words as a petition; and fothe 
denfe is, let the wicked perfecutors be taken in the 
wicked and crafty fchemes which they have devif- 
ed for the hurt of others, as they are, or will be; 
fee Pfal.ix. 15,16, But the pfalmift is not yet 
come to petitions, nor does he until ¥. 12. but is 
all along defcribing the wickednefs of the wicked 
one. It feems better therefore to render the words 
as do the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, 
They are taken in the devices that they have imagin- 
ed: and the meaning is, that the poor, who are 
perfecuted by the wicked, are taken by their craf- 
ty fchemes they lay for them, as Yarchi interprets 
it, and are put to death by them. So thefe words 
fhew the iffue and event of perfecution: and this 
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fenfe beft agrees with the boafted fuccefs of the 
wicked man in the next verfe. 

¥. 3. For the wicked boafteth of his beart’s de- 
Jire, &c.] As Antichrift does of his univerfal 
power over all bifhops and princes, which his heart 
was long defiring after; of his being Chrift’s vicar, 
Peter’s fucceflor, and head of the church and of 
having power in heaven, earth and hell : he boai{ts 
of his wealth and riches, of the righteoufnefs and 
merits of faints, of works of fupererogation, a 
ftock of which he pretends to have in his hands to 
difpenfe to others: he boafts of his own holinefs 
and infallibility, and of miracles, figns and lying 
wonders done by his creatures, and of his great 
fuccefs in deftroying thofe that oppofe him; fee 
Rev. xviii. 7. 2 Theff. ii.4. The words may be 
rendered, The wicked praifeth bimfelf for the defire 
of bis heart *, fo the Chaldee paraphrafe ; to which 
agrees Farchi’s glofs, ‘* wicked E/ax praifeth him- 
«¢ felf, becaufe he hath obtained the defire of his 
“© foul :” and thus it is ufual for proud, haughty, 
wicked men, as the 4/yrian monarch, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and fo the man of fin, to afcribe what- 
foever they have or do, to their own power and 
prudence; fee J/a. x. 12,13. Dan. iv. 30. Or, they 
may be rendered, He praifeth the wicked for his 
heart's defire’; or for his lufts, for his indulging 
them: for a wicked man not only delights incom~ 
mitting fin himfelf, but he alfo takes pleafure in 
thofe that do it; and fome of the antichriltian 
party have even wrote in commendation of the 
moft unnatural lufts. nd bleffeth the covetous 
whom the Lord abborreth: the covetous man is 
one that makes no ufe of what he has, but for him- 
felf ; and oftentimes withholds that which is meet 
from himfelf, as well as from others; and who 
makes ufe of unlawful ways to get, retain, and in- 
creafe wealth, and is never fatisfied: fuch an one 
God abhors, becaufe he is an idolater, he has other 
gods before him’; he worfhips his gold, he fets 
his affection on it, places his confidence in it, and 
expects protection and fecurity from it, to a neg- 
lect of divine providence ; and yet the wicked man 
bleffes him, calls his covetoufnefs frugality and 
good hufbandry ; afcribes what he has to his dili- 
gence, care and induftry, and beftows gifts upon 
him. The words may be rendered, the covetous 
man bleffes himfelf * ; with the good things he has 
laid up for many years; he pronounces himfelf 
bleffed, and promifes himfelf a great deal of hap- 
pinefs, in futurity ; and afcribes all he has to his 
own hands. Or, the covetous man curfes, be ab- 
hors the Lord’ 5 for the fame word in the Hebrew 
language fignifies to blefs and curfe, Fob i. 5. and 
ii. 9. which Aben Ezra on the place obferves ; and it 
is applicable enough to Antichrift, who opens his 
mouth in blafphemy againft God, to blafpheme his 
name, his tabernacle, and them that dwell in hea- 
ven; fee Rev. xiii. 6. 

¥.4. The wicked, through the pride of bis coun- 
tenance, will not feek, &c.] We fupply it, after 
God; as do the Zargum and Kimchi, on the place : 
the fenfe is, he will not feek to God for counfel 
or afliftance, he will not pray unto him; which 
is the character of every unregenerate man, Rom. 
iii. rr. or, he will not inquire into the will of God, 
to know what is right or what is wrong, but will 
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do what feems beft in his owneyes: and this arifes 
from the pride of his heart, which fhews itfelf in 
his countenance, in his proud and haughty look. 
It is faid of the little horn, who is Antichrift, that 
he has a look more ftout than his fellows, Daz. 
vii. 20. Fhe words may be rendered, the wicked 
inquireth not into the height of bis anger, fo Ainj- 
qorth obferves; that is, of God’s anger ; he is not 
concerned about it; he neither fears God nor re- 
gards men. ‘Farchi’s fenfe of the words is, * all 
«< his thoughts fay unto him, God will not inquire 
“s into every thing that I fhall do, for there is no 
« judgment.”? God is not in all bis thoughts ; nor 
in any of them, for they are evil continually ; and 
if he does at any time think of him, his thoughts 
of him are wrong; he thinks he is altogether fuch 
an one as himfelf: or, all bis thoughts are, there is 
no God* : though he does not choofe to fay fo, he 
thinks fo; at leaft, he wifhes it may be fo; and 
he works himfelf into fuch impiety and atheifm as 
to deny the providence of God, and thinks that he 
does not govern the world, nor concern himfelf 
with what is done below ; that he takes no notice 
of mens actions, nor will call them to an account 
for them ; and that there will be no future ftate 
or judgment, in which fecret as well as open things 
will be made manifeft: or, as the Cha/dee para- 
phrafe glofles it, that alt bis thoughts are not ma- 
nifeft before the Lord. 

y¥.5. His ways are always grievous, &c.] To 
God and to his people ; or, dis ways caufe terror’, 
fo Aben Ezra; make men fear; as Antichrift has 
made the whole world tremble at him, Rev. xiil.4. 
or, bis ways are defiled, as the Septuagint and Vul- 
gate Latin render it; for to him is nothing pure, 
his mind and confcience being defiled, Tit. i. 15. 
or, bis ways always remain’; they are always the 
fame, there is no change in them for the better: 
or they pro/per *, as ‘archi interprets it; and this 
is fometimes ftumbling to the faints, Fer. xi. 1. 
Pfal. \xxiii. 2,3. Thy judgments are far above, out 
of his fight: meaning either the laws, ftatutes, and 
commandments of God, which are not taken no- 
tice of by him; but his own decrees or orders are 
fet in the room of them ; or the examples of pu- 
nifhment infli€ted on wicked men, as-on the old 
world, on Sodom and Gomorrah, the Egyptians, and 
other nations ; thefe are not regarded, when they 
fhould be a terror to him. As for all his enemies, 
he puffeth at them, who are the poor faints, and 
are looked upon by Antichrift as feeble creatures, 
and all their efforts againft him and his kingdom 
are treated with contempt: he blows upon them, 
and fuggefts that he can caufe them to fall with 
the breath of his mouth, or ftrike them down with 
a ftraw or a feather; fee Pal. xii. 6. 

y.6. He hath faid in bis heart, &c.| To and 
within himfelf, he thought in hisown mind; for 
the thought is the word or fpeech of the mind, 
aoyos evdvaderos. I shall not be moved; from his 
profperous and happy condition, abounding with 
riches and honours; from his feat of empire, over 
kings, princes, and the nations of the world; flat- 
tering himfelf that ic would never be otherwife 
with him than it is: Even to generation and ge- 
neration, \ fhall not be moved; fo the words may 
be rendered. For I fhall never be in adver/ity, or 
in evil*: meaning either the evil of fin; fo affert- 


nent five perdurant, Lutherus, Gejerus, 


© Profperantur, Mufculus, Calvin, Ainfworth, Pifcator. 
malo, Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Gejerus ; fo Ainfworth. ; 


f COS! avra:, Symmachus in Drufius; atriorum, Munfter ; fo Hammond, Ainfworth, & Michaelis 


ing his innocence, wiping himfelf clean of all inis 
quity, claiming to himfelf the title of oline/s it~ — 


felf, and the character of infallibility ; giving out 
that he is impeccable, and cannot err; when he s 


not only almoft, but altogether in all evil; andis 
© ayes, the lawlefs and wicked one, the mat me 


fin, who is nothing but fin itfelf. The Targum 
paraphrafes the whole thus; J /hall not be moved 
from generation to generation from doing evil; and 
fo it is a boaft of impiety, and that none can ree 
{train him from it, no one having a fuperior power 
over him; fee Pfal. xii. 4. Or the evil of afflic- 
tion, or calamity ; wherefore we render it adver fi- 
ty, fo Farchi and Aben Ezra underttand it: the 
note of the former is, “ evil fhall not come upon 


‘* me in my generation,’”? or for ever; and the _ 


latter compares it with Numb. xi.15. Kimebi and 
Ben Melech interpret it of long life. It isa vaunt 
of Antichrift, promifing himfelf a continuance of 
his grandeur, eafe, peace and profperity ; in which 
he will be wretchedly difappointed. The language 
and fenfe are much the fame with that of the anti- 
chriftian Babylon, Rev. xviii. 7,8. 

¥. 7. His mouth is full of curfing, 8c.| Or, be bas 
filled bis mouth with curfing * God and good men, 
his fuperiors, himfelf and others. The word figni- 
fies az oath; and may defign either a profane oath, 
taking the name of God invain; or an oathon a civil 


account, a falfe oath, taken with a defign to defraud — 


and deceive others, as follows, and intends per- 
jury ; and this, as applicable to Antichrift, regards 
his mouth fpeaking great things and blafphemies 
againft God, and uttering curfes and anathema’s 
againft the faints, Rev. xiii. 5,6. And deceit and 
fraud; fach as flattery and lying, which are both 
ufed by him with an intention to impofe upon and 
deceive. The apoftle, in Rom. iii. 14. renders both 
thefe words by one, ditterne/s ; which may be faid 
of fin in general, which is a very bitter thing; tho” 
it is rolled as a {weet morfel in the mouth of a 


wicked man, yet in the iffue it is bitternefsto him : . 


and it is applicable to finful words, which are bitter 
in their effects to thofe againft whom they are fpo- 
ken, or who are deceived and impofed upon by 
them: and as they refer to Antichrift, may have 
refpect to the lies in hypocrify fpoken by him, and 
to the deceitfulnefs of unrighteoufnefs, by which 
he works upon thofe that perifh, 1 Tim. iv.2. 2 
Theff.ii. 10. Under bis tongue is mifcbief and va- 
nity: alluding to ferpents, who have little bags of 
poifon under their teeth, fee P/alm cxl. 3. Kimchi 
and Ben Melech obferve, that the heart is under the 
tongue, being lower than it, and fo denotes the 
wickednefs which that.is full of, and devifes con- 
tinually, and is latent in it until difcovered; and 
is mifchievous iniquity, injurious to God, and the 
honour of his law, and to fellow-creatures ; and. 
efpecially to the faints, whofe perfons, charaéters 
and eftates are aimed at; but in the iffue it is all 
vanity, and a fruitlefs attempt, being blafted by 
God, and overruled for good to him; fee J/a. liv. 


135 . 

¥.8. He fitteth in the lurking places of the vil- 
lages, &c.| . Which were by the way-fide, where 
thieves and robbers harboured, and out of which 
they came, and robbed paflerigers as they came 
by. The word § fignifies palaces or courts; and 
fo it is rendered by the Chaldee paraphrafe and Sy- 


4 TTP terrent, Cocceius. 


5 
ey 


> 


a4 


2 PFIDID 73 CIINPN PN non Deus, omnes cogitationes ejus, Montanus, Vatablus, Muis 5 nullam efle Deum he 


fant omnes cogitationes ejus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Ainfworth, 


Pf'x. ¥.g—IT. 


‘viac verfion ; and fo the allufion is not to mean 
thieves and robbers, but to perfons of note and 
figure, ‘Hence the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin, 
Arabic and Ethiopic verfions render it, be fitteth in 
lurking places with the rich; and may be fitly ap- 
plied to the Pope and his Cardinals. Antichrift 
fits in the temple of God, and by his emiffaries 
gets into the villages, the particular churches and 
congregations of faints, where they lie in ambufh 
to do mifchief, to corrupt their faith, worfhip and 
manners; and like thieves and robbers enter in to 
fteal, kill and deftroy. In fecret places doth be 
murder the innocent; the harmlefs lambs and fheep 
of Chrift; who, though they are not without fin 
in themfelves, yet are innocent with refpect to the 
caufe and the things for which they fuffer: thefe 
are the faints and prophets and martyrs of Jefus, 
whofe blood is fhed by Antichrift,; and the taking 
away of their lives is reckoned murder with God ; 
and is fo ftiled in the fcriptures, Rev.ix.21.though 
the antichriftian party call it doing God good fer- 
vice, and impute it to zeal for the good of holy 
church: and yet this they choofe to do in fecret, 
by private maffacres, or by the inquifition ; which 
having condemned men to death, delivers them 
over to the fecular power to execute the fentence 
on them : juft as the Jews delivered Chrift to the 
Roman governor, to fhift off the fin and blame 
from themfelves ; murder being what no one cares 
to be known in; or chargeable with. His eyes are 
privily fet again# the poor: the word 34M ren- 
dered poor, is ufed no where but in this pfalm, in 
which it is ufed three times, here, and in ¥. 1—=4. 
and in the plural number in y.10. It is tranflat- 
ed poor both in the Chaldee paraphrafe and ,Septu- 
agint verfion, and in thofe that follow them. In 
the Arabic language it fignifies black*, and may 
defign fuch who are black by reafon of perfecution 
and affiction, who go mourning all the day long 
on account of fin, their own and others; and be- 
caufe of the diftreflés and calamities of the church 
and people of God. ‘Thefe the eyes of the wicked 
watch and obferve, and are fet again{ft them to do 
them all the mifchief they can; their eyes are full 
of envy and indignation at them, though it is all 
in a private and fecret way. The allufion is to 
thieves and robbers, who hide themfelves in fome 
fecret place, and from thence look out for them 
that pafs by, and narrowly obferve whether they 
are for their purpofe, and when it will be proper to 
come out and feize upon them. 

y¥.9. He lieth in wait fecretly as a lion, &c.] 
The firft beaft in Rev. xiii. 2. is faid to have a 
mouth like a lion, and the fecond beaft in y. rr. 
fpake like a dragon; and both defign one and the 
fame Antichrift in his twofold capacity, civil and 
ecclefiaftical ; this metaphor of the lion lying in 
wait fecretly for his prey, denotes the infidious me- 
thods ufed by Antichrift to deftroy the faithful wit- 
nefies of Chrift; who lies like a lion i” his den, in 
the temple of God, now become a den of thieves. 
He lieth in wait to catch the poor; to {natch and 
carry them away captive as his prey ; fee Rev. xiii, 
10. He doth catch the poor when be draweth him 
into bis net; this metaphor is taken from fowlers 
who fpread nets, into which they allure and draw 
the birds and catch them. The allurements, fnares 
and nets which Antichrift lays to catch the poor 
faints and people of God in, are the riches and 
honours of this world, great pretenfions to holinefs, 
devotion and religion, and many lying figns and 
wonders, 
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y. 10. He croucheth and humbleth bimfelf, &c.] 
As the lion before he leaps and feizes on his prey, 
and as the fowler creepeth upon the ground to draw 
the bird into his net and catch it; fo the antichriftian 
beaft has two horns like a lamb; though he has the 
mouth of a lion, and {peaks like a dragon, he would 
be thought to be like the Lamb of God, meek and 
lowly and humble, and therefore calls himfelf /er- 
vus fervorum, the fervant of fervants; but his end 
is, that the poor may fall by his trong ones; the word 
for poor is here uted, as before obferved on ¥. 8. 
in the plural number, and is read by the Ma/rites 
as two words, though it is written as one, and. is 
by them and other Jewifh writers "interpreted a 
multitude, company or army of poor ones, whofe » 
ftrength is worn out; thefe weak and feeble ones 
Antichrift caufes to fall by his ftrong ones; either 
by his ftrong decrees, cruel edicts, and fevere pu- 
nifhments, as by {word, by flame, by captivity and 
by fpoils, Daz. xi. 33. or by the kings of the earth 
and their armies, their mighty men of war, their, 
foldiers, whom he inftigates and influences to per- 
fecute their fubjects, who will not receive his mark 
in their right hands or foreheads, Rev. xiii.15, 16, 
17. and xvii. 12,13. It is very obfervable, that 
thofe perfecuted by Antichrift are fo often in this 
prophetic pfalm called poor ; and it is alfo remark- 
able, that there were a fet of men in the darkeft 
times of Popery, and who were perfecuted by the 
papifts, called the poor men of Lyons: the whole 
verfe may be rendered and paraphrafed thus, be 
tears in pieces, that is, the poor whom he catches 
in his net; be doweth himfelf, as the lion does, as 
before obferved; that he may fall, or ruth upon $ 
with bis firong ones, his mighty armies, upon the 
multitude of the poor. 

y..11. He hath {aid in his heart, God hath fore 
gotten, &c.| Meaning either his own fins, becaufe 
they are not immediately punifhed; wherefore he 
hopes to go on for ever with impunity, but will be 
miftaken, for God will remember the iniquities of 
Babylon, and render to her double, Rev. xviii. 5,6. 
fee Amos viii. 17. or elfe the poor ones he oppref- 
fes; for though they feem for a while to be forgot- 
ten by God, they are not, a book of remembrance 
is written for them. He bideth his face; that is, 
from his poor faints, which is true oftentimes; but 
then the ufe the wicked one makes of it is bad,’ 
namely, to infult them on that account, and to 
imagine that it is grateful to God, and doing him 
good fervice, to afflict and perfecute them; and that 
God will never regard them, nor return to them 
more, as follows. He will never fee it; or thems 
he will never more look upon the poor, he will no 
more regard them, and take notice of them and 
their afflictions; than which nothing is more falfe 5 
for though he hides his face for a moment, yet with, 
everlafting kindnefs will he gather them to hime 
felf ; and he beholds all their oppreffions and afflic- 
tions, and not as a bare fpectator ; he fympathizes 
with them, and delivers them out of them. Or he 
will never fee the wickednefs committed by the 
wicked ; which is a very foolifh thought, fince what 
is done in the dark, and in the moft fecret manner, 
is feen by God, the darknefs and the light are alike 
to him; he is all-feeing and ever-feeing, and every 
where feeing; and he it is that has made the eye, 
and fhall not he fee?. Pfal. xciv. 5—g. the fenfe 
of the whole in general is, that God takes no no- 
tice of good men or bad men, nor of what is done — 
by either of them; he does not concern himfelf 
with the affairs of this world, which is an impious 
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denial of divine providence; fee Ezek. ix. 9. Zepb. 


i. 12. 
y. 12. Arife, O Lord, &c.] See Pal. iii. 7. 
and vii. 6. and ix.19. O God, lift up thine hand 
either on the behalf of his people, to help and de- 
liver them; his hand may be faid to be let down 
when their enemies prevail, and to be lifted up or 
exalted, when it does valiantly, and works falvation 
for them; fo when Mo/es’s hands were let down 
Amalek prevailed, and when his hands were lifted 
up J/rae/ prevailed,, Exod. xvii. 11. or againft their 
enemies, to ftrike them, to infli€t punifhment upon 
them, as God’s hand is faid to be ftretched out a- 
gainft the Egyptians, and to lie upon them, when 
he fent his plagues among them, Evxod. vii. 4, 5. 
and a dreadful thing it is to fall both into and un- 
der the hand of the living God, and to feel the 
weight of the lighting down of his arm with indig- 
nation. The Yargum underftands it as a gefture 
of {wearing ; fee Gen. xiv. 22. and paraphrafes it, 
confirm the oath of thine hand either {worn in wrath 
againft his enemies, or in love to his people; either 
of which is fure and certain, and according to the 
immutable counfel of his will. Forget not the 
humble , the followers of the meek and lowly Je- 
fus, the Lamb of God, by which character the 
faints are diftinguifhed from the antichriftian party, 
Rev, xiv. 4. thefe are fuch who are made fo by the 
Spirit of God, who in converfion brings down the 
pride and haughtinefs of man, that Chrift and his 
grace may be alone exalted; thefe have the mean- 
eft thoughts of themfelves, and the beft of others ; 
their motto is, ‘* lefs than the leaft of all faints, 
s* and the chief of finners ;” they envy not the 
gifts and graces of others, and afcribe all they have 
and are to the free grace of God; they are not 
eafily provoked, they patiently bear injuries, and 
quietly fubmit to the adverfe difpenfations of pro- 
vidence: the word in the original text is read bum- 
ble, but written affiéted: both characters generally 
meet together in the people of God; fee the note 
on Pal. ix. 12. this prayer for the humble is a 
prayer of faith; for though the humble may feem 
to be forgotten by God, they are not, they are pre- 
cious in his fight; he dwells among them, he gives 
more grace unto them, he comforts them when 
difconfolate, he feeds them when they are hungry, 
he teaches and guides them when they want direc- 
tion, he lifts them up when they are caft down, and 
beautifies them with falvation. 

¥. 13. Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? 
&c.] God may be faid to be contemned or de- 
fpifed, when his being, perfections and providence 
are denied, or called in queftion, or abufed, y. 9, 
a1. when his word is derided, the great things of 
his law are counted as a ftrange thing, and the 
truths of his gofpel are reckoned foolifhnefs; and 
inftead of thefe, the decrees, doétrines and traditions 
of men are fet up, as by Antichrift; and when his 
minifters, and efpecially his Son, are treated with 
difdain, Luke x.16. He bath faid in bis heart, 
thou wilt not require it, or feekit*; or inquire after 
it, his iniquity ; the fenfe is, that God will make 
no inquiry after fin, and bring it into judgment, 
unto account, and under examination ; or will not 
make inquifition, that is, for blood, for the blood 
of the faints and martyrs of Jefus, thed by Anti- 
chrift, or will not require it at his hands, or re- 
compence vengeance for it: all which is falfe and 
vain; the contrary to it will be found true, 
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y. 14. Thou haft feen it, &c.] Though the 
wicked fay God will never fee, y. 11. he es all 
things in general, all men and all their actions ; 
are manifeft and open to him, and every thin 
particular, efpecially the wickednefs of men; 
that which is faid or thought in the heart, For 
thou beholdeft mifchief and /pite, that mifchief which — 

arifes from fpite or malice in the heart; God be- 
holds the inward principle from whence it inthe 


as well as that itfelf; the mifchief devifed in t 
heart, on the bed, and which lies under the tongue, 
defigned againft the people of God, either to the 
injury of their characters and eftates, or to. their 
bodies, and even to their fouls, as much as in 
them lies, proceeding from implacable malice and 
enmity to them. Yo requite it with thy hand; of. 
power, to retaliate it upon their own heads, to 
render tribulation to them that trouble the faints, 
which is but a righteous thing with God: or fo 
put it in thy band*; and the fenfe is, that God 
looks upon all the injuries the wicked out of fpite 
devife to do to his people, and puts them in his 
hand, that they may be ever before him, and al- 
ways in his fight, and he will take a proper op- 
portunity of avenging them. The Zargum inter- 
prets it of God’s rewarding good men, as well as 
punifhing the wicked, paraphrafing the whole thus, 
‘¢ it is manifeft before thee that thou wilt fend 
‘¢ forrow and wrath upon the wicked; thou lookeft 
‘© to render a good reward to the righteous with thy 
“ hand.” he poor committeth himfelf unio thee : 
his body, and the outward concerns of life, as to a 
faithful Creator ; his foul, and the ipiritual and eter- 
nal welfare of it, as to the only Saviour and Re- 
deemer; he commits all his ways to him, as the — 
God of providence and grace; and at laft he com- 
mits his fpirit to him at death, as to his covenant- 
God and Father: the words may be rendered, tbe 
poor leaveth upon thee’; that is, he leaves himfelf 
and his upon the Lord; he leaves his burden on 
him, he cafts all his care upon him, as he is advifed 
and encouraged to do; he leaves his caufe with him 
to plead it for him, who will plead it thoroughly and 
maintain it: the phrafe is expreflive of the poor’s 
faith and hope in God ; hence the Chaldee para- 
phrafe renders it, o# thee will thy poor ones hope; for 
the fupply of their wants, and for help and affift- 
ance againft their enemies. Thou art the helper of 
the fatherle/s,; God is the Father of them, pro- 
vides for them, fupplies, fupports, and defends 
them ; nor will he in a fpiritual fenfe leave his peo- 
ple orphans or comfortlefs, but will vifit and help 
them ; fee Pfal. \xviii. 5. Fobn xiv. 18. 

¥. 15. Break thou the arm of the wicked and the 
evil man, &c.] His power and ftrength, fo that 
he fhall not be able to hold the fword, to ftrike a 
blow, or do any hurt to the people of God; fee 
Ezek. Xxx. 21—25. This prayer is in fome mea- 
fure already fulfilled in Antichrift, the man of fin, 
or Pope of Rome; though his kingdom is not 
broke to pieces, as it will be when Chrift’s king- 
dom fhall be more vifibly fet up, to which refer- 
ence is had in the next verfe ; fee Dan. ii. 44. yet 
his ftrength is weakened, his arm is broken, he has 
not the power he had, nor can he tyrannife and do 
the mifchief he once did: but as for the evil man™, 
for fo the words fhould be read, there being an 
athnach under the word wicked, which ends the pro- 
pofition there; Seek out bis wickednefs till thou find 
none; which defigns a Set, 9 fearch after fin, 

cA full 
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full punifhment of it, and the entire ruin and de- 
ftruction of the wicked; and the fenfe is, that God 
ould make a ftriét inquiry into the wickednefs of 
he man of fin, which he promifed himfelf he would 
not, ¥. 13. and that he would punifh him and his 
followers to the uttermoft for it, until there fhould 
not be one of the antichriftian party found upon 
earth; with which fenfe agrees the following verfe; 
fee Pfal. civ. 35. h 

¥. 16. The Lord is King for ever and ever, &c.] 
Chrift was king from everlafting, and during the 
Old Teftament-difpenfation he was promifed and 
prophefied of as King; and_he had a kingdom when 
he was here on earth, though not of this world ; 
nor was it with obfervation. At his afcenfion’ to 
heaven, and feffion at the right hand of God, he 
fat down. upon the fame throne with his Father, 
and was made or declared Lord and Chrift, and 
appeared more vifibly in his kingly office; and in 
the latter day it will be yet more manifeft that ‘he 
is King of faints, and when indeed he will be King 
over all the earth, and ‘his. kingdom will be an 
everlafting one: he will have no fucceffor in it, 
nor will any ufurper obtain any more ; the devil, 
beaft and falfe prophet, will be caft into the lake of 
fire; all antichriftian ftates will be deftroyed, and 
all authority, rule and power put down; nor can his 
kingdom ever be fubverted, he muft reign till all 
enemies are put under his feet ; he will reign to the 
end of the prefent world, and with the faints a thou- 
fand years.in the new heaven and earth, and in the 
ultimate glory to all eternity ; nor will his govern- 
ment ceafe when ‘he fhall have delivered up the 
kingdom to the Father, only the mode of the ad- 
miniftration of it. Here begins the fong of praife ; 
the reign of Chrift is matter of joy; fee P/alm 
xcvii. 1. Ufa. lii.7. The heathen are perifbed out of 
his land: not the feven nations which were driven 
out of the land of Canaan, to make way for the 
people of J/rae/, that was long ago; nor the wick- 
ed and degenerate Jews, called the heathen, P/alm 
ii. 1. compared with ffs iv. 27. on whom, and on 
whofe temple, city and nation, Chrift’s native land, 
wrath is come to the uttermoft; and they are pe- 
rifhed out of it: nor hypocrites out of churches, 
which are Chrift’s property ; but the antichriftian 
party out of the world, whichis Chrift’s land by 
creation, as God, and by the gift of his Father to 
him, as Mediator. The followers of Antichrift 
are called Gentiles, and the nations of the earth, 
Rev. xi. 2,18. and xviii, 2. and thefe will be no 
more; they will be utterly deftroyed, when the man 
of fin fhall be confumed with the breath of Chrift’s 
mouth and the brightnefs of his coming. ‘The fe- 
venth vial will clear the world of all the remains of 
Chrift’s enemies : this alfo is caufe of rejoicing, 
P fal cxxxii. 16—18. Rev. xviii. 20. 

y. 17. Lord, thou hajt heard the defire of the hum- 
ble, &c.] See ¥. 12. and Pfal. ix. 12. for the com- 
ing of Chrift’s kingdom, and that the kingdoms of 
this world may become his ; for the deftruétion of 
Antichrift, and for the avenging the blood of the 
faints. The prayers of God’s people fometimes lie 
in inward and fecret defires of the foul, and are not 
exprefied in words ; and thefe defires are all before 
the Lord, and are well known unto him; yea fuch 
prayers of the heart and which come from it, are 
principally regarded by him; they being his own 
preparation, as is fuggefted in the next claufe, and 


> f>54 pon dirigis, Vatablus ; diriges, Tigurine verfion, 
Cocceius ; confirma, Junius & Tremellius. 
worth, 


Vou. III. Ne 17, 


PSALMS, 


$33 
the breathings of his Spirit; and efpecially the de- 
fires of humble fouls are regarded, whofe prayers. 
he never defpifes, nor fends them away empty, but 
fills with his good things. Thow wilt prepare their 
heart, for prayer, by pouring a fpirit of grace and 
fupplication on them; impreffing their minds with _ 
a fenfe of things to be prayed for, and drawing out 
the defires of their fouls unto them, and making 
interceffion for them with groanings according to 
the will of God, and fo helping their infirmities 5 
and it is God’s work to prepare the heart for pray- 
er, as well as to put words into the mouth, Prov. 
xvi. 1. or thou wilt direé their beart® ; to the ob-— 


jet of prayer, himfelf, and to the things to be” 


prayed for, for they know not what to pray for, 
nor how as they fhould ; and to what may encou- 
rage to it, as the love of God, the covenant of 
grace, the perfon, blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift: 
or confirm or eftablifh their beart®; ftrengthen and 


fix them, that they be not wavering and doubtful, 


but certain and affured of fuccefs, believing that 
their defires will be fulfilled in God’s own time. 
Thou wilt caufe thine ear to bear; God has an ear 
to hear the prayers of his people, nor is his ear 
heavy that it cannot hear ; his ears are open to the 
cries of righteous ones; nor will he ever turn'a deaf 
ear to them, but will give an anfwer in his own’ 
time and ways which is an inftance of his fovereign 
grace and goodnefs. Thefe words expréfs the faith 
of the pfalmift in God being a God hearing and 
anfwering ptayer, particularly in things relating to 
the ruin of Antichrift and his followers, and to the 
kingdom and glory of his Son Jefus Chrift. 

¥. 18. To judge the fatherle/s and the oppreffed, 
&c.] That is, God will caufe his ear to hear the 
cries of his people, fo as to avenge the wrongs done 
to the fatherlefs, and them that are opprefled by 
the man of fin; fee Rev. xi. 18. and xviii. 20. and 
xix. 2, Lhat the man of the earth may no more op=- 


prefs; or terrify®, the dear children of God, and 
| faithful witneffes of Chrift, as he has done; for by 


the man of the earth is not meant carnal worldly 


men in general, the wicked of the earth, asthe Tar- 
gum renders it; whoare fo called becaufé their ori- 
ginal is from the earth, and they dwell in earthly 
tabernacles, and fhall return to the earth again, 
and are earthly minded men, and have much of 
this world’s things; and are therefore fometimes 
called the men and children of this world, and who, 
generally fpeaking, are oppreflors of the faints ; and 
who fhall ceafe to be fo in the latter day, when the 
kingdom fhall be given to the faints of the moft 


High ; but particularly the man of fin, the Romi/b 
Antichrift feems intended, who is the beaft that is 
rifen up out of the earth, Rev. xiii. 11. and fo the 
words may be rendered here, the man out of the 
earth 4; whofe kingdom and governmentis an earth= 
ly one, and is fupported by the kings of the earth, 
and with earthly power and grandeur, and with 
earthly views and worldly ends: he has been the 
great oppreflor and terrifier of the poor people of 
God; but when Chrift comes to avenge them on 
him, he will no more opprefs, he will be taken and 
caft alive into the lake of fire; fee Rev. xiii. 10. 
and xix. 20. The words may be rendered accord- 
ing to the accents thus, ¢o judge the fatherle/s and 
the oppreffed ; be foall not add any more; for there 
is an athnach which makes a propofition under ny 
any more; and the fenfe is, God fhall fo thorougly 

avenge 
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avenge the injuries of the fatherlefs and the op- 
prefied, that there will be no need to add thereunto 
or repeat the vengeance, it will be an utter deftruc- 


tion ; and then follows another diftinét end of cauf- 


ing his ear to hear, namely, ¢o foake terribly the man 
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earth', the man of fin, as before; fee J/a. ii. 19, 


21. or as Farchi interprets the words, to beat and 


PLL HE Be) 


of the earth, or to fuake terribly man from off the. 


break in pieces, that is, Antichrift and his kingdom 3 ; 


fo Montanus. 


P°SLArL’ M ~ XL 


To the chief mufician, @ pfalm of David. 


re HIS pfalm has no name; it is neither called 

‘a pfalm, nor hymn, nor fong, nor prayer, 
only faid to be David’s ; and is infcribed and direct- 
ed as others to the chief mufician, or mafter of the 
fong, to be ufed in public fervice; and feems to be 
written much upon the fame fubject with the two 
preceding pfalms. . According to Theodoret it was 
written. when, David was periecuted by Sau/, and 
was advifed by fome to flee for his fafety. 


_.¥. 145 In the Lord put I my truft, &c.) Not in 
himéelf, in his own heart, nor in his own righteouf- 
nefs, and ftrength; nor in men, the greateft of 
men, the princes of the earth ; nor in his armies, 
or any outward force; but in the Lord, as the God 
of providence and,of grace; and in the Meffiah, 
in his perfon and righteoufnefs; fo the Chaldee pa- 
raphrate renders it, in the Word of the Lord do I 
hope: and the phrafe denotes a continued exercife 
of faith in the Lord ; that he was always looking 
to him, ftaying himfelf on him, and committing 
himfelf and all his concerns to him; for he does not 
fay, | have or I will, but I do put my truft in the 
Lord; at all times, even in the worft of times, and 
in the prefent one; wherefore he is difpleafed with 
his friends for endeavouring to intimidate him, per- 
fuading him to flee and provide for his fafety, when 
he had betaken himfelf to the Lord, and was fafe 
enough. How fay ye to my foul, Flee as a bird to 
your mountain? they compare him to a little, fear- 
ful, trembling bird, wandering from its neft, mov- 
ing through fear from place to place, whereas his 
heart was fixed trufting in the Lord; and this gave 
him a difguft: they advife him to flee either from 
his mountain, fo Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret 
it; that is, either from ‘fudea, which was a moun- 
tainous country, efpecially fome parts of it; or 
from mount Zion, or rather from the mountain in 
the wildernefs of Zipb, or the hill of Hachilab, 
where David fometimes was, 1 Sam. xxiii. 14, and 
XXVi. I, or it may be rendered ¢o your mountain as 
we, fo the Targum ; that is, to the faid place or places 
where he had fometimes hid himfelf; and this they 
faid to his fou/, which was very cutting and griev- 
ing to him; the word rendered flee in the cetid or 
writing of the text, is 11) in the plural, flee ye; 
but is pointed for, and in the kerz, or marginal 
reading, is 993 flee thou; the latter agrees with 
this being faid to David’s foul, the former with the 
phrafe your mountain, and both are to be taken in- 
to the fenfe of the words ; not as if the one refpeét- 
ed David’s foul only, and the other both foul and 
body, as Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve; but the 
one regards David’s perfon, and the other his com- 
panions, or the people with him; and contains an 
advice both to him and them, to flee for their fafe- 
ty; the reafons follow. 


¥ So Jarchi from Aben Ezra. 
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y¥. 2. For lo, the wicked bend their bow, &c.] Are’ 
devifing mifchief, and making preparations to ac-. 
complifh it. They make ready their arrow upon the 
string ; of the bow, and are juft about to execute 
their wicked defigns. That they may privily hoot at 
the upright in heart; fach as David, and thofe that 
were with him were; they were men whofe hearts 
were upright before God, and were of upright 
converfations before men, and fo became the butt 
of the malice and refentment of wicked men ; a- 
gainft thefe they formed evil purpofes, delivered out 
bitter words, which were like fharp arrows of the 
mighty; threatened them with ruin and deftrudtion, 
and took methods to bring about their defigns and 
make good their words, in the moft private and 
fecret manner. Hence fome of David’s friends 
thought it moft advifeable for him to make his 
efcape ; adding, 

¥. 3. If the foundations be deStroyed, &c.] Or 
for toe foundations are deStroyed*; all things are out 
of order and courfe both in church and ftate; the 
laws, which are the foundations of government, 
are defpifed and difregarded ; judgment is pervert- 
ed, and juftice ftands afar off; the doétrines and 
principles of religion are derided and fubverted; fo 
that there is no ftanding, either in a political or re- 
ligious fenfe. archi interprets this of the priefts 
of the Lord, the righteous, who are the foundations 
of the world, particularly the priefts of Nob, Main 
by Doeg. Other Jewifh writers, as dben Ezra, 
Kimchi and Ben Melecb, underftand it of the pur- 
pofes and counfels, nets and fnares laid by the wick- 
ed for the righteous, which are broken and deitroy- 


‘ed; not by them, for what can they do? but by 
‘the Lord, who is in his holy temple. 


So it fol- 
lows, What can the righteous do? or what the 
righteous one do‘? that is, the righteous Lord, he 
fits in the heavens, he beholds all the actions of the 
wicked, he diftinguifhes the righteous from them, 
and rains a violent ftorm of wrath upon them, as 
in the following verfes ; or what has the righteous 
man done“? what has David done, that the priefts 
of Nob fhould be flain? nothing that was criminal ; 
nor fhall he bear the fin, but they, according to 
Farchi’s{enfe,; or rather, what has he done that the 
wicked fhould bend their bow, prepare their arrow, 
and attempt to fhoot privily at him, and to overturn 
the foundations of juftice and equity ? nothing that 
deferves fuch treatment: or if the fundamental doc- 
trines of true religion and everlafting falvation be 
fubverted, what can the righteous do? he can do 
nothing to obtain falvation, nor do any good works 
of himifelf; the Cha/dee paraphrafe is, wherefore does 
be do good? hecanhave no principle, motive or end 
to do good, if fundamental truths are) deftroyed : 


or what fhould be do’? fomething the righteous” 


ones may do and fhould do when men are attempr- 
ing 
ce 


* Quid fucrit operatus juflus? Junius & Tremellius; quid fecerit ? Schmide, iy 


pe 
P¢ XI. y. 47: 
ing to undermine and fap the foundation-articles 
ot religion; they fhould go to the throne of grace, 
to God in his holy temple, who knows what is do- 
ing, and plead with him to put a ftop to the de 
figns and attempts of fuch fubverters of founda- 
tions ; and they fhould endeavour to build one 
another up on their moft holy faith, and conftantly 
affirm it whilft, others deny it; and fhould con- 
tend earneftly for it, and ftaiid faft in it, 

%.4. The Lord is in bis boly temple, &c.] Not in 
the temple at Ferufalem,which as yet was not built; 
nor in the temple of Chiift’s human nature; but 
rather in the church, where he dwells, which is an 
holy temple to the Lord; and which is an argument 
for truft in him, and a reafon againft the fears of 
men in the worft of times; fee P/aém xlvi. 1—5. 
Though it may be beft to underftand it of heaven, 
the habitation of God’s holinefs,. and which is the 
true fanctuary; and whieh the holy places made 
with hands were only a figure of; fince it follows, 
The Lord’s throne is in beaven; yéa, the heaven is 
his throne ;_ here he fits on a throne of grace, and 
here he has prepared his throne for judgment : and 
both this and the preceding claufe are expreffive of 
his glory and majetty ; and are faid to command awe 
and reverence of the divine being, and to inject ter- 
ror into the wicked; and to fhow that God is above 
the enemies of his people, and to encourage thé faints 
truft and confidence in him; and are mentioned as 
a reafon why David put his truft in him; “afid are, 
with what follows in the next verfe, oppofed ‘to the 
advice and reafonings of fome of his friends in the 
preceding ones. His eyes bebold; all men, aiid all 
their actions ; he fees what the wicked are doing 
in the dark, what preparations for mifchief they are 
making, and beholds them when they fhoot privi- 
ly at the upright in heart ; he can turn the arrow 
another way, and caufe it to mifs the mark: his 
eyes run to and fro throughout the earth, in fa- 
vour of thofe whofe hearts are perfect and fincere. 
God’s omnifcience, which is denied by wicked men, 
who are therefore hardened in fin, and promife 
themfelves impunity, is ufed by the faints as an 
argument to encourage their faith and truft in God, 
with refpect to their prefervation and deliverance. 
The Septuagint and Vulgate Latin, Arabic and E-’ 


thiopic verfions read, bis eyes look unto the poor ; but- 


this is an addition to the text not fuitable to the 
context. His eyelids try the children of men; he 
tries their reins, he fearches into their very ‘hearts, 
and into the inmoft recefles of them, and takes 
cognifance of their thoughts, intentions and de- 
figns ; and confounds and difappoints them, fo that 
they cannot perform their enterprifes. 

¥. 5. The Lord trieth the righteous, &c.] As gold 
is tried in the fire, by afflictive providences ; here- 
by he tries their graces, their faith and patience, 
their hope, and love, and fear; and by fo doing 
exprefies his love to them, fince this is all for their 
good: and therefore when he fuffers the wicked 
to go great lengths in perfecuting and diftreffing 
them, this fhould not weaken their confidence in 
him ; he ftill loves them, and loves when he re- 
bukes and chaftifes them. But the wicked, and him 
that loveth violence, bis foul bateth; thatis, fach who 
live in acourfe of fin and wickednefs, and who not 
only do injury to the perfons, characters and pro- 

rties of men, but love it, and delight therein, and 
alfo take pleafure in them that do the fame: thefe 
God has a continued and inward averfion to; fin 
and wickednefs being the abominable thing his 
righteous foul hates: and he fhews his hatred to 
them, by not chaftifing them now, as he does his 
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own people, but referving everlafting puhifhmerit 
for them hereafter ; fee Prov. xiii. 24. 

¥.6. Upon rhe wicked, &c.| The wicked One; » 
the man of fin, Antichrift, and upon-all that wor+ 4 
fhip the beaft and his image, on all perfecutors, 
and upon all wicked men in general: He jhall 
rain {nares, fire and brimstone, and an borrible 
tempest , this will be in hell, as Farchi obferves. 
The allufion is to the Lord’s raining fire and brim- 
ftone from heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah; 
which was an example and emblem of eternal 
fire; fee Gen. xix.24. Jude 7. For the beaft and 
the falfe prophet, and all the antichriftian party, 
and all wicked men, will have their part in the lake 
which burns with fire’and brimftone. The phra- 
fes ufed exprefs the dreadfulnefs and horriblenefs 
of their punifhment; the fuddennefs, violence and’ 
force with which it will come; and the rife of ir, 


pit will be from’heaven ; God himfelf will rain 


this fhower of wrath upon them, od xx. 23. nor 
will there be any efcaping it, it will be inevitable : 
therefore /nares are faid to be rained; the wick- 
ed will be fnared in the works of their own hands; 
they will be taken and -held in the,ycords of their 
own fins; and full and deferved punifhment will 
be infli€ted on them, which will be very fevere 
and terrible. All that is dreadful in a ftorm. is 
here expreffed, even in a ftorm of fire. The 
word rendered /nares, is by fome thought to be 
the fame with ca»ygmyp burning coals; and may 
fignify burning ftones, hot thunderbolts ; fee P/a/. 
XVill. 13, 14. fire may fignify lightning, with its 
dreadful flafhes, and which burn and confume in 
an inftant; and bdrim/tone, the naufeous fcent and 
{inell, which always attends lightning and thunder, 
as naturalifts obferve”; and the words for an bor= 
rible tempest, fignify a burning wind: fo that they 
all ferve to convey horrible ideas of the punifh- 
ment of the wicked in hell. The Zargum calls 
them /owers of vengeance. ‘This fhall be the por 
tion of their cup; which will be meafured out to 
them in proportion to their fins, and which God 
in righteous judgment has appointed for them 5 
and which: they fhall all drink of, and wring out 
the very dregs of it. 

¥.7. For the righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs, 
&c.] The Lord is righteous in himfelf, and in 
all his ways and works; and therefore righteouf- 
nefs, as it lies both in punifhing the wicked, and 
in maintaining the righteous caufe of his people, 
muft be loved by him, it being agreeable to his 
nature: he loves to exercife righteoufnefs in the 
earth, to adminifter it to and among men; this 
he delights in. He is well pleafed with the righ- 
teoufnefs of his Son, it being fatisfactory to his 
juftice, and that by which his law is magnified 
and made honourable ; and he is well pleafed with 
his people, as they are clothed with it; and he 
approves of their righteous actions, as they are 
done in obedience to his righteous law, in faith, 
from a principle of love, and with a view to his 
glory ; thefe are acceptable to him in Chrift. His 
countenance doth bebold the upright; whom wick- 
ed men privily fhoot at, ¥.2. God looks with 
pleafure upon them, and takes delight in them, 
and takes care of them, protects and defends them, 
and at laft faves them; and which, with all that 


-goes before, was an encouragement to David to 


truft in the Lord; fee P/al. vii. 10. and moreover, 
the Lord lifts up the light of his countenance on 
fuch, and indulges them with his gracious pre- 
fence, than which nothing is more comfortable and 


defirable, Some choofe to render the word, their 
Count enange, 
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t x meaning the Trinity of perfons, Fa- | upright fhall fee bis face, the face of God ; fo the 
il and Spirit, who all have a gracious | Chaldee paraphrafe and the Arabic verfion; fee Pf. 
ait to fuch: others render the claufe thus, the | xvii. 15. 


PSALM 


XII. : 


To the chief mufician upon Sheminith, a pfalm of David, 


; HE word /eeminith is ufed in the title of 

pfalm vi, and fignifies eighth ; and intends 
either the eighth note, to which the pfalm was fung, 
or rather, the harp of eight cords, to which it was 
fet, asthe Targum and Farchi interpret it. Some 
Jewith writers ¥ underftand it of the times of the 
Meffiah; and the Syriac verfion intitles the pfalm, 
«© an accufation of the wicked, and a prophecy 
© concerning the coming of the Meffiah :” and 
the Arabic verfion fays, it is concerning the end 
of the world, which fhall be in the eighth day ; 
and concerning the coming of the Metliah ; but 
Arnobius interprets it of the Lord’s day. 


y.1. Help, Lord, for the godly man ceafeth, 8zc.] 
A godly man, according to the notation of the 
word *, is one that has received grace and mercy 
of the Lord; as pardoning mercy, juftifying and 
adopting grace; and who has principles of grace, 
goodnefs and holinefs wrought in him ; who fears 
the Lord, and ferves him acceptably, with reve- 
rence and godly fear, and forrows for him after a 
godly fort; who loves the Lord, and hopes and 
believes in him ; who is regenerated and fanétified 
by the Spirit of God, and isa true worfhipper of 
God, and lives in all holy converfation and godli- 
nefs ; and particularly, is beneficent, kind, and mer- 
ciful* unto men: fuch may be faid to cea/e, when 
there are but few of them; when their number is 
greatly reduced *, either by death, or when fuch 
who have feemed, and have been thought to be 
fo, prove otherwife : in a view of which, the pfal- 
mift prays for help and falvation; e/p, or fave *, 
Lord; meaning himfelf, being deftitute of the 
company, counfel and affiftance of good and gra- 
cious men; or the caufe and intereft of religion, 
which he feared would fink by the ceafing of god- 
ly men. When all friends and refuge fail, faints 
betake themfelves to God, and their falvation is of 
him; and he is their prefent help in a time of 
trouble ; and he faves and referves for himfelf a 


number in the worft of times ; as he did in Elijab’s’ 


time, who thought there was no godly man left 
but himfelf; fee Rom. xi. 1—5. or the faithful 
fail from among the children of men ; {o that there 
are none left among them but carnal, unregenerate, 
ungodly; and unfaithful men. The faithful are 
fuch who are upright in heart and converfation ; 
who truft in the Lord, and believe in the Meffiah; 
who abide by the truths and ordinances of God; 
and are faithful in what is committed to their truft, 
whether they be gifts of nature, providence, or 
grace; and to their fellow-chriftians, in advifing, 
reproving, ?¢. when needful; thefe: may fail in 
the exercife of grace, and in the difcharge of du- 
ty, but not fo as to perifh eternally. The words 


| defign the paucity of them, and the fad degeneracy * 


of the times to which they refer: and they may 
belong either to the times of David, when Sau?s 
courtiers flattered him, and fpoke evil of David; 
when the men of Keilah intended to have delivered 
him up; when the Zipbites difcovered him to Saul, 
and invited him to come and take him ; or when 
Abfalom rofe up in rebellion againft him, and’ 
fo many of the people fell off from him: or elfe 
to the times of Chrift, the people of the Jews in 
his age were a wicked and faithlefs generation; and 
even among his own difciples there was great want 
of fidelity ; one betrayed him, another denied him, 
and all forfook him and fled; after his death, fome 
doubted his being the Redeemer, and one of them 
could not believe he was rifen from the dead, when 
he was. And thefe words may be applied to the 
antichriftian times, the times of the grand apofta- 
fy, and falling away from the faith, upon the re- 
vealing of the man of fin; fince which the holy 
city is trodden under foot ; the witnefles prophefy 
in fackcloth; and the church is in the wildernefs, 
and is hid there. Yea, to the fecond coming of 
Chrift, when there will be great carnality and fe- 
curity, and little faith found in the earth. A like 
complaint with this, fee in Z/a, lvii. 1. Mic. vii.2. 

¥. 2. They [peak vanity every one with his neigh- 
bour, &c.] That which is falfe and a lie, either 
doétrinal or practical ; what was not according to 
the word of God, and was vain and empty, frothy, 
filthy and corrupt; and which no godly and faith- 
ful man would do. And this being done in com- 
mon, by the generality of men, one with another, 
fhews the degeneracy of the age, and fupports the 
complaint before made. _ They fpeak even with 
flattering lips , as Cain did to Abel, Foab to Amafa, 
the Herodians to Chrift, Fudas to his mafter, falfe 
teachers to thofe that are fimple, hypocrites to God 
himfelf, when they draw nigh to him only with 
their lips, and all formal profeffors. to the churches 
of Chrift, when they profefs themfelves to be what 
they are not. And this is a farther proof of the 
juftnefs of the above complaint. And with a dou- 
ble heart do they peak, or with an heart and an 
heart“; fuch are double-minded men, who fay 
one thing, and mean another ; their words are not 
to be depended upon; there is no faithfulnef$ in 
them. The Chinefe * reckon a man of two hearts, 
as they call him, a very wicked man, and none 
more remote from honefty. $ 

¥. 3. The Lord foall cut off all flattering lips, 
&c.} This is either a prophecy or a prayer, as 
Aben Ezra and Kimchi obferve; that God either 
would or fhould cut off fuch who ufed flattery with 
their lips, by inflicting fome judgment in this life, 
or everlafting punifhment hereafter; by iene 

em 
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them away by death out of the warld, as the Tar- 
gum paraphrafes it ; or by cafting them into hell, 
where all liars and deceitful perfons will have their 
portion ; fee Fob xxxii. 21,22. And ¢he tongue 
that {peaketh proud things, or great things‘, as the 
little horn, Daa. vii. 20,25. and the beaft, or Ro- 
mifo Antichrift, who is defigned by both, Rev. xiii. 
5,6. and which will be accomplifhed when Chrift 
fhall deftroy him with the breath of his mouth, 
and the brightnefs of his coming; and indeed, 
every tongue that rifeth up againit God, Chrift, 
and his people, will be condemned; when un- 
godly finners will be convinced of all their hard 
fpeeches, J/a. liv. 17. Fude15. Perhaps fome re- 
gard may be had to the tongue of Doeg the Edo- 
mite; fee Pfal. lii. 3,4,5. 

¥.4. Who have faid, With our tongue will we 
prevail, &c.] Either through the eloquence of 
them, or the outward force and power with which 
they are backed. The fenfe is, as we fay, fo fhall 
it be ; our words are laws, and fhall be obeyed, 
there is no ftanding againft them ; our edicts and 
decrees fhall every where be regarded: or we will 
make one to prevail, or have the dominion®; mean- 
ing Antichrift, the man of fin; for all this is true 
of the tongues of the antichriftian party, and of 
their laws, edicts and decrees; and which have 
obtained every where, and by which the wicked 
One has been eftablifhed in his tyrannical power 
and authority. Our lips.are our own, or with 
us": we will fay what we pleafe, and make what 
laws and decrees we think fit, and impofe them 
upon men; and fo change times and laws with- 
out control], Dan. vii. 25. Whois Lord over us? 
which is the very language and conduct of An- 
tichrift, who oppofes and exalts himfelf above all 
that is called God, 2 Theff- ii. 4. and is indeed the 
language of the hearts and lives of all wicked and 
ungodly men, fons of Belial, men without any yoke 
or reftraint; who walk, and are refolved to walk after 
the imagination of their own evil hearts; not know- 
ing the Lord, and being unwilling to obey him, or 
to be reftrained by him ; fee Exod. v. 2. 

¥.5. For the oppreffion of the poor, &c.|. The 
fervants and people-of God, who, for the moft 
part, are poor in a temporal fenfe, and are all of 
them, and always fo in a fpiritual fenfe, ftanding 
continually in need of frefh fupplies of grace ; 
and being often afflicted, as the word fignifies, are 
mean and defpicable in the eyes of the men of 
this world, and fo oppreffed by them, as the poor 
generally are‘by the rich; and as the people of 
/frael were opprefied by the Egyptians, fo are the 
people of God by Antichrift, and by his tyranni- 
cal laws and ediéts, and by fuch haughty and in- 
folent perfons as before defcribed. For the fighing 
of the needy; who groan under their oppreffions ; 
being {tripped of all good things, their friends and 
worldly fubftance, they figh inwardly, and cry 
unto the Lord, who fees their oppreffions, hears 
their groans; and though he cannot be moved, as 
men are, by any thing without himfelf, yet, ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy and fovereign will, 
he appears and exerts himfelf on the behalf of his 
people, and for their relief and affiftance. Now 
will I arife, fai'b the Lord; to have mercy on the 
poor and needy, and to avenge them on their op- 
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preffors, and free them from them, And this the 
Lord promifes to do xow, fpeedily, immediately ; 
God arifes in the moft feafonable time, when his 
people are in the greateft ftraits, and in the 
utmoft diftrefs ; and herein, difplays his wifdom, 
power and goodnefs, ‘This is an anfwer to the 
petition of the pfalmift in ¥. 1. J will fet him 
in fafety from hitn that puffetb at him or in 
falvation'; in Chrift the Saviour. All God’s 
people are put into the hands of Chrift, and are 
preferved in him; there they are in fafety, for 
out of his hands none can pluck them ; and be- 
ing built on him, the Rock, they are fafe, notwith- 
ftanding the waves and winds of temptation, per; 
fecution, &%c, come with ever fo much force upon 
them. Here it feems to fignify; that Gad would 
deliver his poor and needy from their oppreffions, 
and put them into a comfortable, profperous, fate 
and happy fituation, in which they will be out of 
the reach of their enemies ; as will be the witneffes, 
when they fhall afcend to heaven, Rev. xi. 11,12. 
even out of the reach of him that puffeth at them, 
defpifes them, and treats them with the utmoft 
fecorn and contempt; fee Pfalmx, 5, Or that 
breathes, or let him breathe * threatnings and flaughe 
ters; as Saul did againft the difciples of Chrift, 
Aéts ix.1. or that lays nares for bim', as the 
wicked dofor the righteous; orthat (peaks unto him 
in fuch haughty and infolent language as before 
exprefied. Some make this claufe a propofition of 
itfelf, be puffeth at him; meaning either that he 
that is fet in fafety puffs at his enemy, defpifes him, 


-as he has been defpifed by him; or God, who 


breathes upon him, and whofe breath is as a ftream 
of brimftone, which kindles in him a fire of di- 
vine wrath, which is unquenchable ; or elfe the fenfe 
is, God will /peak to bimfelf, or to bim™; in 
which fenfe the word is ufed /Z2d. ii.4. that is, good 
and comfortable words to the poor ; or he will give 
him refrefoment, or reff; which he will determine in 
himfelf to fpeak to him: or be /all have breathing, 
or /et bim breathe”; he fhall have times of refrefhing 
from the Lord, and reft from adverfity, from the 
oppofitions and perfecutions of his enemies, 
¥.6. The words of the Lord are pure words,&c.] 
This obfervation the pfalmift makes in reference ta 
what is juft now faid in the preceding verfe, and 
in oppofition to the words of wicked men in y. 2, 4, 
which are deceitful, finful and impure, The fcrip- 
tures are the words of God; and they are pure 
and holy, free from all human mixtures, and from 
all fraud and deceit, they are the fcriptures of 
truth. The promifes are the words of Gad, and 
they are firm and ftable, and always to be depend- 
ed on, and are ever fulfilled, being yea and amen 
in Chrift Jefus. The gofpel, and the doétrines of 
it, are the words of God; that is the fincere millk 
of the word, pure and uncorrupt, as it is in itfelf, 
and as it is difpenfed by the faithful minifters of i; 
and they are all according to godlinefs, and tend 
to encourage and promote purity and holinefg of 
heart and life ; fee Prov. xxx. 5, As /ilver tried 
in @ furnace of earth; they are as filver for worth 
and value; yea, they are more valuable than fil- 
ver or gold, P/alm xix. 10, and cxix, 72, Prov.viii. 
10,11. The Bible is a mine of rich treafure, and 
to be fearched into as for it; the promifes in ir 
are 
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are exceeding precious; they are like apples of gold 
in pictures of filver, and yield more joy than the 
finding a great fpoil. The doétrines of the gofpel 
are comparable to gold and filver and precious 
ftones, and to be bought at any rate, but to be 
fold at none :* and they are as filver ¢ried, which is 
pure, and free from drofs. The words of men, 
of falfe teachers, are as drofs and reprobate filver 5 
but the words of the Lord are tried, and are pure, 
and free from all the drofs of error and falfhood, 
Pfalm xviii. 30. And they are as filver tried in a 
furnace of earth, which fome ° render by the Lord 
of the earth; but the word rather fignifies a fur- 
nace, or an operatory, in which metal is melted 
and purified ; and may be applied to the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift in human nature, in whom are all the 
treafures of wifdom and knowledge, and who came 
full fraught with the doétrines of the gofpel; and 
in whom they have been ¢ried, by his fufferings 
and death, and are found to be pure, folid and fub- 
ftantial: or to the minifters of the gofpel, who 
have this treafure in earthen veffels, whofe works 
and words and miniftry are tried by many fiery 
trials, and abide: or to all the people of God in 
general, who dwell in earthly tabernacles; and 
who, in the midft of various afflictions, have a 
comfortable and confirming evidence of the purity 
and truth of the words of God, of the promifes of 
his covenant, and the doctrines of the gofpel. 
Purified feven times, that is, many times, Prov. 
xxiv. 16. and fo compleatly and perfe&ly pure, 
and clear of all drofs whatfoever, as filver fo many 
times tried muft needs be: and fo the words of 
God are not only pure, but very pure, exceeding 
pure, Pfalm cxix. 140. 

¥. 7. Thou foalt keep them, O Lord, &c.] Not 
the words before mentioned, as den Ezra explains 
it, for the affix is mafculine and not feminine; not 
but God has wonderfully kept and preferved the 
facred writings ; and he keeps every word of pro- 
mife which he has made; and the doétrines of the 
gofpel will always continue from one generation to 
another ; ‘but the fenfe is, that God will keep the 
poor and needy, and fuch as he fets in fafety, as 
Kimchi rightly obferves: they are not their own 
keepers, but God is the keeper of them; he keeps 
them by his power, and in his Son, in whofe hands 
they are, and who is able to keep them from+fall- 
ing ; they are kept by him from a total and final 
falling away; from the dominion and damning 
power of fin, and from being devoured by Satan, 


PSALMS. 


and from the evil of the world: and this the pfalm- : 


, 


Phd. gre 


ift had good reafon to believe, becaufe of the love 
of God to them, his covenant with them, and thé 


promifes of fafety and falvation he has made unto’ ~ 


them. hou halt preferve them from this genera- 
tion for ever ; or thou shalt preferve him”; that is, 
every one of the poor and needy, from the wicked 
generation of men in which they live, from being 
corrupted or intimidated by them; and who are 
defcribed in the beginning of the pfalm. Some 


take thefe words to be a prayer, keep thou them, O - 


Lord, and preferve them, &c.* and fo the following 
words may be thought to be a reafon or argument 
enforcing the requett. i Be. 

¥. 8. The wicked walk on every fide, &c.) OF 
the poor and needy, or the righteous ones, to watch 
them, lay fnares for them and hurt them ; therefore 
Lord keep and preferve them : the wicked are every 
where in great numbers, the whole world lies in 
wickednefs; and the men of it are like their father 
the devil, they go about to do all the mifchief they 
can to the faints; wherefore they ftand in need con- 
tinually of divine prefervation. When the viles 
men are exalted; either to great dignities and high 
offices, to be magiftrates and rulers; fee Prov. xxix. 
2. or are highly efteemed and carefled; which fhews 
the fad degeneracy and badnefs of the times, and 
the unfafe and dangerous condition the people of 
God are-in, ‘unlefs kept by him; fee Mal. iii. 15, 
16. or elfe thefe words may be confidered as ex- 
preffive of the judgment of God upon wicked men; 
and fo confirm what the pfalmift had faid of God’s 
regard to and prefervation of his own people; and 
the fenfe be, that the wicked fhall walk up’and 
down here and there, as outcafts and vagabonds, 
in a moft defolate, deftitute and miferable condition; 
and as the latter claufe may be rendered, according 
to their exaltation fhall be the vilene/s, depreflion, or 
humiliation of the children of men*; they fhall be 
brought as low as they have been made high; by 
how much the more highly they have been exalted, 
by fo much the more deeply they thall be humbled; 
or elfe the meaning is, they fhall walk about here 
and there fretting and vexing, when they fhall fee 
fuch who in their opinion are the meaneft and bafeft 
of men, of low degree, and of a mean extraét, ex- 
alted to the higheft pofts of honour and dignity ; 
as David, who was taken from the fheepfold, and 
placed on the throne of J/rael; fo Farchi, who ob- 
ferves that the Haggadab explains it of the I/raelites 
who will be exalted in time to come. 
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To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David. 


Ccording to Theodoret this pfalm was written by 
David, not when he fled from Sau/ but from 
Abfalam; and gives this reafon for it, what happen- 
ed to him from Saul was before his fin, and there- 
fore he could fpeak with great boldnefs; but what 
befel him from Ab/alom was after it, and’therefore 
mourning and groans were mixed with his words, 


y..1. How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for 
ever ? &c.] When God does nes immediately de- 
-liver his people from their enemies, or help them 
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and-‘ doubled as if it was Sy. 
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fecundum fuperelevationem, vilitas (erit vel eft) Cocceius, 


out of an affli€tion; when he does not difeover his 
love, communicate his grace, apply the bleifings 
and promifes of his covenant as ufual; and when he 
does not vifit them in his wonted manner, and fo 
frequently as he has formerly done, they are ready 
to conclude he has forgotten them ; and fometimes 
this contiues long, and then they fear they are for- 
gotten for ever; and this they cannot bear, and 
therefore expoftulate with God in a querelous man- 
ner; as the pfalmift does here; but this is to be un=— 
derftood not in reality but in their own pa 
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fion, and in the opinion of their eriemies; for God 
never does nor can forget his people; oblivion does 
not fall upon him with refpect to common perfons 
and things; and much lefs with refpect to his own 
dear children, for whom a fpecial book of remem- 
brance is written; fee the note on P/alm ix. 18. 
How long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? his love, 
and the manifeftation of it, from his perfon; his 
gracious prefence, the light of his fmiling counte- 
nance, which fometimes God hides or withdraws 
from his people by way of refentment of their un- 
becoming carriage to him; and which is very dif- 
trefling to them, for they are apt to imagine it is 
in wrath and hot difpleafure, when he ‘till loves 
them, and will with everlafting kindnefs have mercy 
on them; fee //a. viii. 17. and lix. 2. and liv.7—10. 
The Targum renders it, the glory of thy face. 

y. 2. How long foall I take counfel in my foul, 
&c.] Orsput it*; to take counfel of good men and 
faithful friends, in matters of moment and difh- 
culty, is fafe and right; and it is beft of all to take 
counfel of God who is wonderful in it, and guides 
his people with it; but nothing is worfe than for 
a man to take counfel of his own heart, or only to 
confult himfelf; for fuch counfel often cafts aman 


down, and he is afhamed of it fooner or later: but, 


this feems not to be the fenfe here; the phrafe de- 
notes the diftrefling circumftances and anxiety of 
mind the pfalmiit was in ; he was at his wits end, 
and caft about in his-mind, and had various de- 
vifes,and counfels formed there; and yet knew not 
what way to take, what courfe to fteer- Having 
forrow in my heart daily ; by reafon of God’s hid- 
ing his face from him; on account of fin that dwelt 
in him, or was committed by him ; becaute of, his 
diftance from the houfe of God, and the worthip 
and ordinances of it; and by reafon of his many 
enemies that furrounded him on every fide: this 
forrow was an heart-forrow, and what continually 
attended him day by day; or was in the day-time, 


when men are generally amufed with bufinefs or, 


diverfions, as well as in the night, as Kimchi ob- 
ferves. How long jhall mine enemy be exalted over 
me? even the vileft of men, P/al. xii. 8. this may 
be underftood either of temporal enemies, and was 
true of David when he was obliged not only to 
quit his own houfe and family, but the land of 7u- 
dea, and flee to the Philiftines ; and when he fled 
from Ab/alom his fon, left he fhould be taken and 
flain by him :.or of {piritual enemies, and is true 
of faints when fin prevails and leads captive, and 
when the temptations of Satan fucceed ; as when he 
prevailed upon David to number the people, Peter 
to deny his mafter, &c. The Jewifh writers ‘:ob- 
ferve that here are four Low longs, anfwerable to the 
four monarchies, Babylonian, Perfian, Grecian, and 
Roman, and their captivities under them. 

y¥. 3. Confider and bear me, O Lord my God, &c.] 
The pfalmift amidft all his diftreffes rightly applies 
to God by prayer, claims his intereft in him as his 
covenant-God, which ftill continued notwithftand- 
~ ing all his darknefs, defertions and afflictions; and 
intreats him to confider his affliction.and trouble, 
and deliver him out of it; to confider his enemies, 
how many and mighty they were; and his own 
weaknefs, his-frame, that he was but duft, and un- 
able to ftand againft them: or to /ook “upon his 
affliction, and upon him under it, with an eye of 
pity and compaflion; to have refpect to him and 
to his prayers, and to turn unto him, and lift up 
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the light of his countenance upon him: and fo this 
petition is oppofed to the complaint in ¥. 1. and he 
farther requefts that he would ear him; that is, fo 
as to anfwer him, and that immediately, and there- 
by fhew that he had not forgotten him, but was 
mindful of him, of his love to him, and covenant 
with him. Lighten mine eyes; meaning either the 
eyes of his body, which might be dim and dull 
through a failure of the animal fpirits, by reafon of 
inward grief, outward afflictions, or for want of 
bodily food; which when obtained refrefhes nature, 
chears the animal fpirits, enlightens, or gives a brifk- 
nefs to the eyes; fee 1 Sam. xiv. 27, 29. or elfe the 
eyes of his underftanding, Fh. i. 18. that he might 
behold wondrous things in the law of God, know 
the things which were freely given to him of God, 
fee more clearly his intereft in him, and in the co- 
venant of his grace, and have his foul refrefhed 
and comforted with the light of God’s counte- 
nance; and he be better able to difcern his ene- 
mies, and guard againft them; and be directed to 
take the beft method to be delivered and. fecured 
from them. The people of God are fometimes in 
the dark, and fee no light; efpecially when be- 
nighted, and in fleepy frames; and it is God’s 
work to enlighten and quicken them. Les J fleep 
the fleep of death , a natural death”, which iscom- 
parable to fleep, and often expreffed by it; and 
which fenfe agrees with lightening the eyes of his 
body, as before explained; or rather, the fenfe is, 
lift up the light of thy countenance, revive thy work 
in the midft of the years; let me fee thy goodnefs 
in the land of the living, that I may not faint and 
fink and die away. Or it may be aneternal death 
is defigned; for though true believers fhall never 
die this death, yet they may be in fuch circum- 
ftances, as through unbelief to fear they fhall. 
The Yargum paraphrafes the word thus ; ‘‘enlight- 
‘* en mine eyes in thy law, left I fin, and fleep with 
“¢ thofe who are guilty of death.” 
¥. 4. Le mine enemy fay, I have prevailed 
again him, &c.| Which is an argument God 
takes notice of; and for which reafon he does not 
give up his people into the hands of their enemies; 
fee Deut, xxxil. 27.. The Chaldee paraphrafe in- 
terprets this of the evil imagination or corruption 
of nature, and reprefents it as a perfon, as the apo- 
ftle Paul does in Rom. vii. and which may be faid 
to prevail, when it pufhes on to fin, and hinders do- 
ing good, and carries captive ; and it may be ap- 
plied to Satan, the great enemy of God’s people, 
who triumphs over them, when he fucceeds in his 
temptations. And ¢hofe that trouble me rejoice when 
I am moved; meaning from his houfe and family, 
from his country and kingdom, from a profperous 
{tate and condition to a diftrefléd one ; at which the 
troublers of David’s peace would rejoice. They 
that trouble the faints are fin, Satan, and the world; 
and, the two laft rejoice when they are in an uncom- 
fortable and afflicted condition ; and efpecially Satan 
rejoices when he gains his point, if itis but to move 
them from any degree of {tedfaftnefs, of faith and 
hope, or from the ways of God in any refpect: the 
Targum adds, from thy ways; for to be moved fo 
as to perifh eternally they cannot, being built upon 
the rock of ages, and furrounded by the power and 
grace of God. 
¥. 5. But I have trusted in thy mercy, &c.| The 
faith, hope, and comfort of the pfalmift grew and 
increafed by prayer; from complaining he goes to 
praying, 
* t Jarchi, Midrath in Kimchi & Abendana in Miclok 
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praying, from praying to believing; he trufted not 
in himfelf, noc in his own heart, nor in his own 
righteoufnefs and merits, but in the mercy of God; 
and not in the bare abfolute mercy of God, but in 
the grace and goodnefs of God, as the word * here 
ufed fignifies, as it is difplayed in the plenteous 
redemption which is by Chritt; which is a fufficient 
ground of faith and hope; fee Pfal. cxxx.7. My 
heart fhall rejoice in thy falvation; which God is 
the contriver, author, and giver of, and in which 
the glory of his perfeétions is fo greatly difplayed : 
and a true believer rejoices more on account that 
God is glorified by it, than becaufe of his own in- 
tereft in it; and this joy is an inward one, it is joy 
in the heart, and is real and unfeigned, and is what 
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continues, and will be felt and expreffed both here 
and hereafter. 

y¥. 6. I will fing unto the Lord, &c.] In prayer 
faith is encouraged, through believing the heart is 
filled with joy ; and this joy is exprefied by the lips, 
in fongs of praife to the Lord, afcribing the glory 
of falvation to him, and giving him thanks for 
every mercy and blefling of life. Becaufe be hath 
dealt bountifully with me; both in a way of provi- 
dence and grace, granting life and preferving it, 
and fupporting with the comforts of it; bleffing with 
fpiritual bleffings, and crowning with loving kind- — 
nefs and tender mercies ; all which is generous and 
bountiful dealing, and affords a juft occafion of praifé 
and thankfgiving ; fee P/al. cxvi. 7. and Cill, 1=—5. 


M XIV. 


To the chief mufician, @ pfalm of David. 


HE argument of this pfalm, according to 

Theodoret, is Sennacheril’s invafion of Fudea, 
when he fent Rab/hakeb to Hezekiah with menaces 
and curfes ; upon which Hezekiah implored divine 
help and obtained it, and the 4//yrian army was de- 
ftroyed by an angel; of all which he thinks this 
pfalm was prophetic. 


y. 1. The fool hath faid in bis heart, &c.) This 
is to be underftood not of a fingle individual per- 
fon, as Nabal, which isthe word here ufed; nor of 
fome Gentile king, as Sennacherib, or Rabfbakeb his 
general, as Theodoret ; nor of Nebuchadnezzar, nor of 
Titus, as fome Jewifh writers’ interpret it, making 
one to be here intended, and the other in P/a/. lili. 
the fame with this ; but of a body, a fet of men, who 
juftly bear this charaéter; and defign not fuch who 
are ideots, perfons void of common fenfe and un- 
derftanding; but fuch who are fools in their morals, 
without underftanding in fpiritual things; wicked 
profligate wretches, apoftates from God, alienated 
from the life of God ; and whofe hearts are full of 
blindnefs and ignorance, and whofe converfations 
are vile and impure, and they enemies of righteouf- 
nefs, though full. of all wicked fubtlety and mif- 
chief: thefe fay in their hearts, which are defpe- 
rately wicked, and out of which evil thoughts pro- 
ceed, pregnant with atheifm and impiety ; thefe en- 
deavour to work themfelves into fuch a belief, and 
inwardly to conclude, at leaft to wifh, there is no 
God; though they do not exprefs it with their 
mouths, yet they would fain perfuade their hearts 
to deny the being of God; that fo having no fupe- 
rior to whom they are accountable, they may go 
on in fin with impunity ; however, to confider him 
as altogether fuch an one as themfelves, and to re- 
move {uch perfections from him, as may render him 
unworthy to be regarded by them; fuch as omni- 
{cience, omniprefence, &c. and to canceive of him 
as entirely negligent of, and unconcerned about 
affairs of this Jower world, having nothing to do 
with the government of it: and thus to deny his 
perfections and providence, is all one as to den 
his exiftence, or that there is a God: accordingly 
the Targum paraphrafes it, “ there is no Nyu>Tw 
“© government of God in the earth;” fo Kimchi 
interprets it, ‘¢ there is no governor, nor judge in 
*s the world, to render to man according to his 


“ works.” They are corrupt; that is, every one 
of thefe fools ; and it is owing to the corruption of 
their hearts they fay fuch things: they are corrupt 
in themfelves ; they have corrupt natures, they are 
born in fin, and of the flefh, and muft be carnal 
and corrupt: or they do corrupt, or have corrupt- 
ed” : they corrupt themfelves by their atheiftical 
thoughts and wicked practices, Fude 10. or their 
works, as the Chaldee paraphrafe adds; or their 
ways, their manner and courfe of life, Gen. vi.12. 
and they corrupt others with their evil communi- 
cations, their bad principles and practices, their 
ill examples and wicked lives. hey have done 
abominable works: every finful action is abomina- 
ble in the fight of God ; but there are fome fins 
more abominable than others; there are abomina- 
ble idolatries, and abominable lufts, fuch as were 
committed in Sodom; and it may be thefe are 
pointed at here, and which are ufually committed 
by fuch who like not to retain God in their Know- 
ledge; fee Rom.i.24,28. There is none that doth 
good; any one good work in a fpiritual manner ; 
not in faith, from love, in the name and ftrength 
of Chrift, and with a view to the glory of God: 
nor can any man do a good work without the 
grace of God, and ftrength from Chrift, and the 


-affiftance of the Spirit of God: hence, whatfoever 


a wicked man does, whether in a civil or in a re- 
ligious way, is fin; fee Prov. xxi. 4,27. Arama 
takes thefe to be the words of the fool, or atheift, 
faying, there is no God that does good, like thofe 
in Zeph. i. 12. 

¥.2. The Lord looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, &c.] As he did when all flefh 
had corrupted its way, and before he brought a 
flood upon the world of the ungodly, Gen.-vi, 12. 
This is faid in dire&t oppofition to the atheiftical 
thoughts and reafonings of wicked men, in'the pre- 
ceding verfe. There is a God, and he takes no- 
tice of the children of men, and of what is done 
by them; though his throne is in the heavens, and. 
his dwelling there, yet he looks down from thence, 
and takes cognifance of all human affairs. This 
muft be underftood confiftent with the omnifcience 
and omniprefence of God ; it is an anthropopathy, 
or a {peaking after the manner of men; and de- 


notes the exaét notice which God takes, and dif. 


perfect and 


tinét obfervation he makes, and the 
ae . accurate’ 
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accurate knowledge he has of men and their ac- 
tions; fee Gen. xi. 5. and xvili. 20,21. P/al.xxxili, 
13—15. To fee if there were any that did under- 
ftand: not things natural, civil and moral, but 
things fpiritual, as the Apoftle Paw/ interprets the 
words, Rom. iii. 11. For though man has not loft 
the natural faculty of his underftanding, and may 
have an underftanding of the things of nature, yet 
not of the things of God, until a fupernatural light 
is put into him; not any {piritual, experimental 
knowledge of God in Chrift, nor of the way of fal- 
vation by Chrift, nor of the work of the Spirit of 
God upon the heart, nor of the doétrines of the 
gofpel, nor any true fight and fenfe of his own 
{tate and condition. And feek God; that is, after 
God ; as the apoftle in the fame place explains it ; 
after the knowledge of him and his ways, and 
communion with him ; after the things of God, 
his intereft and his glory: they do not feek after 
him in prayer, or by an attendance on his worfhip 
and ordinances ; at leaft with their whole hearts, 
earneftly, diligently, conftantly, and in the firft 
place ; nor do they feek after him in Chrift, where 
he is only to be found; nor under the influence, 
and with the affiftance of the bleffed Spirit. 

¥.3. They are all gone afide, &c.| As bank- 
rupts, having run out their whole ftock, and into 
debt, and have nothing to pay, nor make compo- 
fition with, and are obliged to abfcond, as ddam, 
Gen, iii. 8,24. The words in Pfalm liii. 3. are, 
every one of them is gone back; from God; have re- 
volted from him, and turned their backs upon him, 
and have gone back from his commandment, de- 
fpifed his law, and caft away his word. The Apo- 
ftle Paul interprets it, they are all gone aut of the 
way; out of God’s way, into'their own way ; out 
of the path of truth, righteoufnefs and holinefs, into 
the way of fin, error, darknefs and death ; and 
with this agrees the interpretation of Aben Ezra, 
who adds, out of the right way; and of Kimchi and 
Ben Melech, whofe glofs is, out of the good way, 
which is Gad’s way, or the way of his command- 
ments. They are all together become filthy, or ftink- 
ing *, like putrid and corrupt flefh; fee P/-xxxviii, 
5. Ifa. 1.6. and fo unprofitable, ufelefs, and good 
for nothing, as the Apoftle renders it, Rom. iii. 12. 
Mankind are univerfally filthy and unclean ; they 
are all of them defiled with fin, both in foul and 
body, in all the faculties of their fouls and mem- 
bers of their bodies; and they are originally and 
naturally fo; nor can any thing cleanfe them from 
their pollution but the blood of Chrift. There is 
none that doth good, no not one: this is repeated part- 
ly to affeverate more ftrongly the depravity-of man- 
kind, and partly to expreis the univerfality of it ; 
that there is no exception-to it in any that defcend 
from Adam by ordinary generation. Here follow 
in the Septuagint verfion, according to the Vatican 
copy, all thofe paffages quoted by the Apoftle, 
Rom. iii. 13-18. which have been generally fup- 
pofed to have been taken from different parts of 
feripture ; fo the Syriac {choliaft fays, in fome an- 
cient Greek copies are found eight more verfes, and 
thefe are they, Their throat, &c. 

y¥. 4. Have all the workers of iniquity no know- 
ledge? &c,] Of the being of God, of the nature 
of fin, and of the punifhment due unto it? This 
queftion is put either by way of admiration, as 
Kimchi and Aben Ezra obferve ; the pfalmift, or 
rather God fpeaking after the manner of men, 
wondering that there fhould be fuch ignorance and 
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ftupidity among men, as before expreffed; or ra- 
ther, as denying this to be the cafe, and affirming 
that they have knowledge, notwithftanding they 
think and fay and do as before related, as in Rom. 
ix.21. Do not they know that there is a God? 
that fin is the tranfgreffion of the law of God? and 
that they are accountable to him for their actions ? 
Verily they do: for this is faid, not of finners of 
the Gentiles; though even they, by the light of 
nature, know there is a God, and fhew the work 
of the law written in their hearts; and have a 
confcioufnefs in them of good andevil 5 but of fin- 
ners in Zion, of the profligate part of mankind 
among the Jews, who had a divine revelation, by 
which they knew the one God of J/rae/; anda 
law, by which was the knowledge of fin, and whofe 
fanctions were rewards and punifhments. And it 
feems to defign the chief among them, who had 
power over others, to eat them up and devour 
them ; even their political and ecclefiaftical gover- 
nors; fee Mic. iii. 1,2,3. Ezek. xxxiv.2. who, tho’ 
they had no fpiritual underftanding, nor experi- 
mental knowledge of things, yet had a theoretical 
and fpeculative one; fo that their fins were attend- 
ed with this ageravation, that they were againft 
light and knowledge, particularly what follows : 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread: not Da- 
vid’s people, but the Lord’s people; fee y. 2. 
whom he chofe for his people, who were his cove- 
nant-people, and who profefled his name, and were 
called by it; thefe the workers of iniquity eat up, 
devoured and confumed ; fee Fer. x,25. by re 
proaching and perfecuting them, doing injury to 
their perfons, property and character: they devour- 
ed their perfons, by ufing them cruelly and pute 
ting them to death; they devoured their fubftance, 
by fpoiling them of it, and converting it to their 
own ufe, as the Pharifees are faid to devour wi- 
dows houfes ; and they deftroyed their good names 
and characters with their devouring words: and 
this they did with as much eafe, delight and plea- 
fure, and without any remorfe of confcience, and 
as conftantly as a man eats his bread, Or the 
words. may be rendered, they eat up my people, 
they eat bread; that is, though they act fuch a 
wicked and cruel part, yet they have bread to eat, 
and fulnefs of it; they are not in ftraits, nor af- 
flicted and punifhed; and becaufe they are not, 
they are hardened in their impiety and iniquity : 
or they eat bread, after they have perfecuted and 
devoured the Lord’s people, with peace of mind, 
without remorfe of confcience, as if they had done 
no iniquity, like the adulterous woman in Prov, 
xxx. 20. And call not upon the Lord; or pray 
to him, or ferve and worfhip him; for invocation 
includes the whole worfhip of God, and this they 
do not, though they know him, and aie daily fup- 
plied by him, and eat his bread. Some read this 
claufe with the former, they eat bread, and call 
not on the Lord ; as if their fin was, that when they 
eat bread, they did not afk a bleffing upon it, nor 
return thanks to God for it, which ought to be 
done; but the accent athnach under =m bread, 
will not admit of this fenfe, though it feems to be 

countenanced by the Targum, 
¥.5. There were they in great fear, &c.] This 
fhews that they had fome knowledge of God, and 
‘confcioufnefs of guilt, which they endeavoured to 
banifh out of their minds by their fears of punifh- 
ment ; and thefe fears men of the moft. atheiftical 
principles cannot get rid of, In P/alm lili. 5, it 
1§ 
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is added, where no fear was; that is, any caufe or 
reafon for it: fuch men are often frighted at their 
own fhadows, afraid to be in the dark alone, as 
Hobbes the atheift was. The wicked flee when no 
man purfues, and are chafed by the found of a 
fhaken leaf; fee Prov. xxviii. 1. Lev. xxvi. 36. oF 
where there was no fear of God before their eyes, 
nor on their hearts, as well as no regard to men ; 
or where before there were perfect peace and fecu- 
rity, and no apprehenfion or dread of any calami- 
ty, ruin and deftruction. For God is in the gene- 
ration of the righteous, or of the righteous one” ; 
which fome underftand of Jefus Chrift the righ- 
teous: and though the age or generation in which 
he lived was a very wicked one, yet God was with 
him ; as was feen by the doétrines he taught, and 
the miracles he wrought ; and which filled the Jews 
with panic fears, left the Romans fhould come and 
take away their place and nation: but rather, this 
is to be underftood of the generation of the faints, 
who are righteous through the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, and have the new man in them, which is 
created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs, and live 
foberly and righteoufly ; thefe are fometimes call- 
ed the generation of the upright, and of the chil- 
dren of God, and of them that feek him, P/al. cxii. 
2. and Ixxiii. 15. and xxiv. 6, in the midft of thefe 
God is, among them he affords his gracious pre- 
fence, and is with them, for their help and affiftance 
again{ft their enemies: and as this makes them 
fearlefs of them, it fills their enemies with dread 
and terror; feé Yofbua ii.g—11. The Largum 
renders it, «¢ the Word of the Lord is in the gene- 
*¢ ration of the righteous.” 

¥.6. You have foamed the counfel of the poor, 
&c.}] The poor faints, the Lord’s people, the 
generation of the righteous, who are generally the 
poor of this world ; poor in fpirit, and an afflicted 
people: and the counfel of them, intends not the 
counfel which they give to others, but the counfel 
which they receive from the Lord, from the Spi- 
rit of counfel, which refts upon them, and with 
which they are guided; and this is to truft in the 
Lord, and to make him their refuge ; and which 
is good advice, the beft of counfel. Happy and 
fafe are they that take it! But this is derided by 
wicked and ungodly men; they mock at the poor 
faints for it, and endeavour to fhame them out of 
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it; but hope makes not afhamed; fee Pfal. xxii. 
7,8. Becaufe the Lord is bis refuge: he betakes - 
himfelf to him when all others fail ; and finds him 
to be a refuge from the ftorm of impending cala- 
mities, and from_all enemies.* : ‘ 
¥.7. O that the falvation of Ifrael were come out 
of Zion, &c.] By whom is meant the Meffiah, 
the Saviour of J/rae/, of all the elect of God, whe- 
ther Jews or Gentiles; and who is fo called, be- 
caufe the falvation of them was put into his hands, 
and he undertook it; and becaufe he is the Cap- 
tain and Author of it, and it is in him, and in no ~ 
other. He was to come out of Zion, out of Fu- 
dea, from among the Jews ; Zion being, as Kim- 
chi obferves, the head of the kingdom of J/rael; — 
fee Rom. Xi.26. Accordingly Chrift did come of 
the Jews, and falvation was of them, Rom. ix.4,5- 
Fobkn iv.22. and for-his coming from hence, or 
for his incarnation, the pfalmift moft earneftly 
wifhes: he was one of thofe kings, prophets, and 
righteous men, that defired to fee the days of the 
Meffiah, Matt. xiii. 17. Luke x. 24. And what 
might move him fo vehemently to wifh for it, at 
this time, might be the fad corruption and depra- 
vity of mankind, he had been defcribing, and the 
afflicted and diftrefled ftate of the faints. When 
the Lord bringeth back the caplivity of bis people. 
The people of God are in their unregeneracy, in 
a {tate of captivity to fin, Satan and the law 5 the 
work of the Meffiah, when he came, was to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, to fet them free, to 
deliver them from their fpiritual bondage: and 
this Chrift has done; he has redeemed his people 
from all their fins, and from the curfe of the law, 
and from the power of Satan, and has led cap- ° 
tivity captive; and which has juftly occafioned 
great joy in the redeemed ones, according to this 
prophecy: Facob fhall rejoice, and Ifrael fhall be 
glad; that is, the pofterity of Facob and I/rael; not 
his natural but fpiritual feed, fuch who are the 
true fons of Facob, Iraelites indeed; thefe having 
faith and hope in the plenteous redemption of Chrift, 
rejoice in the view of their intereft in it; they fing 


the fong of redeeming love now, and thefe ranfom- 


ed ones will hereafter come to Zion with joy, and 
everlafting joy upon their heads. The Jews refer 
this to the times of the Meffiah*, 


® 
* 


A pfalm of David. 


S in the preceding pfalm, according to Theo- 
A doret, the falvation of the inhabitants of 7e- 
rufaiem is foretold, and the liberty of the captives ; 
fo in this advice is given to them, and the life they 
ought to live propofed, who fhould fhare in fuch 
benefits. 


y. 1. Lord, who fhall abide in thy tabernacle ? 
&c.| This queftion, with the following, is put by 
the pfalmift in a view of the fad corruption and 
degeneracy of mankind defcribed in the preceding 
pfalm, which renders the fons of men unfit for the 
prefence of God, and communion with him; and 
it is put to the Lord himfelf, the founder of Zion, 
who has fet his King over this holy hill of his; who 
has enacted laws for the good of it, and brings his 
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people thither, making them: meet for it, and fo is 


‘moft proper to give the qualifications of fuch as 


are admitted here; for by the tabernacle is meant 
not the human nature of Chrift, asin Hed. viii. 2. 
and ix. rr. as fome interpret it, and apply all the 
characters in the following verfes to Chrift; nor 
heaven itfelf, of which the holy place made with 
hands in the tabernacle and temple were a figure, 
Heb. ix. 24. for to fojourn* or lodge as in an inn, 
as the word rendered abide fignifies, will not fuit 


with that ftate and place which is fixed and im- -_ 
moveable ; but the church of God on earth, called ~ 


a tabernacle, in allufion to the tabernacle of 

where God granted his prefence, facrifices were 
fered up with acceptance, and the holy vefféls were 
put; and which was mean without, but rich and — 
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glorious within: fo God affords his gracious pre- 
fence in his church, accepts the fpiritual facrifices of 
prayer and praife offered to him there; and here 
are the veffels of mercy placed, which are fanctified 
and meet for the matter’s ufe; and though it is 
mean and defpicable in its outward appearance, in 
the eyes of men, it is all glorious within ; fee Cant. 
i. 6. and this is the tabernacle of God, being of his 
building, and preferving, and the place of his refi- 
dence. Who fhall dwell in thy holy bill? the fame 
is here intended as in the preceding claufe; the al- 
lufion is to mount Zion, whither the ark of the 
Lord was brought in David’s time, and on one 
part of which the temple was afterwards built : 
and the church may be compared to this hill, for 
its eminence and vifibility in the world ; for the 
holinefs which God has put upon it, and for the 
immoveablenefs of it ; for though like a tabernacle 
it may be carried from place to place, yet it is like 
an hill that can never be removed out of the world ; 
it is built on a fure foundation, the rock of ages. 
Now the purport of thefe queftions is, who is a 
proper perfon to be an inhabitant of Zion ? or to 
be a member of the church of God ? the anf{wer 
is in the following verfes. 

y¥. 2. He that walketh uprightly, &c.] Or per- 
Fecly*; fee Ge. xvii. 1. not fo as to be without 
fin entirely, but as not to be chargeable with any 
notorious crime, and living in it; moreover per- 
fection and uprightnefs often fignify fincerity, and 
the phrafe here may defign an J/raelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile; whofe faith is unfeigned, whofe 
love is without diffimulation, whofe hope is with- 
out hypocrify, and his whole condu& without fraud 
and deceit; likewife fuch an one may be faid to 
walk uprightly who walks according to the truth 
of the gofpel, and by faith on Chrift and in Chrift, 
as he has received him; and fuch an one is fit to 
be a member of a gofpel-church. And worketh 
righteoufne/s ; not in order to his juftification before 
God, for not fuch an one, but he that trufts in the 
Lord for righteoufnefs, fhall inherit his holy moun- 
tain, J/a. vii. 12,13. but he that works the work 
of faith, and believes in the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; 
who looks to it and receives it; that lays hold on 
it and pleads it as his juftifying righteoufnefs ; he 
that does righteoufnefs in this fenfe, is righteous as 
Chrift is righteous, 1 Yobn iii. 7. and fuch an one 
is a proper perfon to dwell in his houfe; and who 
alfo by faith does works of righteoufnefs, and whofe 
life is a feries and courfe of righteoufnefs, as a fruit 
of his faith, and in confequence of his having laid 
hold on the righteoufnefs of Chrift. And /peaketh 
the truth in his heart receives Chrift who is the 
truth, and the gofpel the word of truth into his 
heart, and makes an hearty profeffion of the fame 
before men; and both fpeaks according to his light 
in the fcriptures of truth, whenever he {peaks of di- 
vine things; and in common converfation {peaks 
truth from his heart to his neighbour, and does not 
fpeak with a double heart, or fay one thing with 
his mouth, and intend another in his heart; fee 
Pfal. xii. 2. or endeavour to deceive perfons, and 
impofe a falfhood on them, or tell them lies; for 
as fuch a perfon is not fit to dwell in a private houfe, 
or to be in a civil fociety, much lefs is he a proper 
perfon to be in the houfe of God. 

¥. 3. He that backbiteth not with bis tongue, &c.) 
Ts not a flanderer, a defamer, a tale-bearer; a 
backbiter is one who privately, fecretly, behind a 
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man’s back fpeaks evil of him, devours and de- 
ftroys his credit and reputation: the word here 
ufed comes from 939 which fignifies the foot, and 
denotes fuch a perfon who goes about from houfe 
to houfe, fpeaking things he fhould not, 1 Zim. v. 
13. and a word from this root fignifies /pies; and 
the phrafe here may point at fuch perfons who 
creep into houfes, pry into the fecrets of families, 
and divulge them, and oftentimes reprefent them 
in a falfe light. Such are ranked among the worft 
of men, and are very unfit to be in the fociety of 
the faints, or in a church of Chrift ; fee Rom. i.30, 
2 Cor. xii. 20. Nor doeth evil to bis neighbour ; to 


“any man whatever, good or bad, friend or foe, 


whether in a natural, civil, or fpiritual relation, 
either by words or deeds, to his perfon, property, 
or good name. Nor taketh up a reproach again# 
his neighbour ; does not raife any {candalous report 
on him himfelf, nor will he bear to hear one from 
another, much lefs will he fpread one ; nor will he 
fuffer one to lie upon his neighbour, but will do all 

he can to vindicate him, and clear his character. 
¥. 4. In whofe eyes a vile per fon is contemned, &c.] 
A vile man is a very wicked, profligate, and aban- 
doned creature, one that is to every good work re- 
probate; and fuch fometimes are in high places, 
Pfal. xii. 8. Dan, xi. 21. and are greatly carefled 
and efteemed by the men of the world; but then, 
as they are an abomination to God, they fhould be 
defpifed by his people, let them be what they will 
as to their riches, honours, and wifdom among 
men; asHaman was by Mordecai, Eth. ili. 2, and 
Abab by Elifoa, 2 Kings iii. 14, and fuch wha 
keep company with, and exprefs a delight and plea- 
fure in fuch fort of perfons, ought by no means to 
have a place in the houfe of God. Some under 
ftand this of a good man being de/pifed in bis own 
eyes, as it may be rendered‘; on account of his 
vilenefs, and the imperfection of his obedience, and 
as expreffive of his great humility, efteeming others 
better than himfelf; and who renounces himfelf, and 
is rejected by himfelf, having a very mean opinion 
of himfelf ; which is the fenfe of the Targum, Aben 
Ezra and Kimchi; and which is no bad fenfe, tho’ 
the former is countenanced by what follows. . But 
he honoureth them that fear the Lord; who have 
the covenant-grace of fear wrought in their hearts, 
and ferve the Lord with reverence and godly fear; 
that is, who are truly religious and godly perfons ; 
thefe, fuch who are fit members of the church of 
Chrift love heartily, efteem of highly, and honour 
them by thinking and fpeaking well of them, and 
behaving with great refpect and decency to them ; 
fee Rom. xii.10. He that /weareth to his own 
burt, and changeth not; having taken a folemn oath, 
fo facred is it with him, and fuch a regard has he 
to the name of God, by whomhe fwears, that tho” 
it is to his civil lofs and detriment, yet ‘he will not 
break it and depart from it, but punctually obferve 
it: fome render it, be that fwears to his neighbour, 
and changeth not *; he that is juft to his word, faith- 
ful to his promifes, that exactly fulfils all the obli- 
gations he lays himfelf under unto others; he that 
is honeft and upright in all his dealings, The 
Jewith writers interpret this claufe of a man’s vowe 
ing and {wearing to afflict himfelf by fafting, which, 
though it is to the emaciating of his body, yet he 
ftrictly obferves his vow or oath; but this is foreign 
from the fcope of the place: it might be rendered, 
he that fwears to doevil, and does not recompenfe or 
perform, 
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perform", it being better to break through fuch an 
oath than to keep it; fee Lev. v. 4. 

y. 5. He that putteth not out bis money to ufury, 
&c.] To the poor, in an extravagant and exor- 
bitant way, by which he bites, devours, and de- 
ftroys his little fubftance, and fadly afflicts and dif- 
trefies him; fee Exod. xxii. 25. otherwife, to lend 
money on moderate intereft, and according to the 
laws, cuftoms, and ufages of nations, and to take 
intereft for it, is no more unlawful than to take in- 
tereft for houfes and land; yea it is according to 
the law of common juftice and equity, that if one 
man lends money to another to trade with, and 
gain by, that he fhould have a proportionate fhare 
in the gain of fuch a trade, but the defign of this 
paflage, and the law on which it is founded, is, to 
forbid all exactions and oppreffions of the poor, and 
all avaritious practices, and to encourage liberality 
and beneficence ; and fuch who are covetous, and 
bite and opprefs the poor, are not fit for church- 
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communion; fee t Cor. v.11. Eph. v.5. Nor 
taketh reward agains the innocent ; either to fwear 
falfly againft him, or to pafs a wrong fentence on 
him; fee 1 Sam. xii. 3. He that doeth thefe things 
foall never be moved; from the tabernacle of God, 
and his holy hill; he is fit to be a member of the 
church of God, and an inhabitant of Zion; and he 
fhall dwell and abide there, he fhall be a pillar which 
fhall never go out, Rev. iii. 12. he fhall finally 
perfevere, through the grace of God; he fhall hald 
on and out unto the end: and though he may fall 
through infirmity and temptation into fin, and that 
many times, yet he fhall not finally and totally fall, 
2 Pet. i. 10. but fhall be as mount Zion which can 
never be removed, P/al. cxxv. 1,2. ‘The words 


| fhould be rendered, fince the accent athnach is on 
“Po thefe things, thus; he that doth thefe things, not 


only what is mentioned in this verfe, but in the 
foregoing, he, I fay, foall never be moved. 
* 
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‘HIS is a new title, not met with before, tho’ 
it afterwards is prefixed to five pfalms run- 
ning, Pjal. lvi, lvii, lviii, lix, lx, Some’take the 
word mictam to be the name of a mufical inftru- 
ment, as Kimchi on Pfal. iv. 1. others the name of 
one of the tunes, as Zarchi ; and others the tune of 
a fong which began with this word, as 4ben Ezra 
obferves, to which this pfalm was fung; the Sep- 
tuagint tranflate it /telography, or an inicription up- 
ona pillar; fuch an one as is erected by conquerors 
as Theodoret obferves, having writing on it declar- 
ing the victory obtained; fuggefting that the pfalm, 
or the fubject of it, the death and refurrection of 
Chrift, was worthy to be infcribed on a pillar of 
marble; and the Targum renders it, a right engrav- 
ing, that deferves to be engraven in a monument 
ot brafs: but what feems to be the beft fenfe of the 
word is, that it fienifies a work of gold, and may 
be rendered, a golden pfalm of David; fo called, ei- 
ther becaufe it was a dear and favourite fong of his; 
or from the fubject-matter, which is more valuable 
and precious than the moft fine gold: the title of 
it in the Syréac and Arabic verfions is, ** concern- 
«« ing the election of the church, and the refurrec- 
«< tion of Chrift;” and certain it is from y. 10. the 
refurrection of Chrift is fpoken of in it, as is clear 
from the teftimonies ef two apoftles, Peer and 
Paul, who cite it in proof of it, A#s ii, 25-31. 
and xiii. 35, 36, 37. and fince there is but one per- 
fon fpeaking throughout the pfalm, and Chrift is 
he that fpeaks in y. 10. and which cannot be un. 
derftood of David, nor of any other perfon, but 
Chrift, the whole of the pfalm muft be interpreted 
of him. 


¥. 1. Preferve me, O God, &c.] Prayer is pro- 
per to Chrift as man; he offered up many prayers 
and fupplications to God, even his Father, and his 
God, and as the ftrong and mighty God, as the 
word ‘ here ufed is commonly rendered by interpre- 
ters; with whom all things are poffible, and who is 
able to fave; fee Heb. v. 7. Luke vi. 12. Matt. xxvi. 
39> 42544. fobn xvii. 1. and this petition for pre- 
fervation was fuitable to him and his cafe, and was 
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heard and anfwered by God; he was very remark- 
ably preferved in his infancy from the rage and © 
fury of Herod; and very wonderfully was his body 
preferved and fupported in the wildernefs under a 
faft of forty days and forty nights together, and 
from being torn to pieces by the wild beafts among 
which he was, and from the temptations of Satan, 
with which he was there affaulted; and throughout 
the whole of his miniftry he was preferved from 
being hindered in the execution of his office, either 
by the flatteries, or menaces, or falfe charges of his 
enemies ; and though his life was often attempted 
they could not take it away before his time: and 
whereas Chrift is in this pfalm reprefented as in 
the view of death and the grave, this petition may 
be of the fame kind with thofe in Fohn xii, 27. 
Matt. xxvi. 39, 42. and put up with the fame fub- 
miffion to the will of God ; and at leaft may intend 
divine help and fupport in his fufferings and death, 
prefervation from corruption in the grave, and the 
refurreCtion of him from the dead ; and it may alfo 
include his concern for the prefervation of his 
church, his other felf, and the members of it, his 
apoftles, difciples, and all that did or fhould believe 
in his name, for whom he prayed after this manner 
a little before his death; fee Luke xxii.31,32. Fobn 
XVil, 11, 15, 20,24. For in thee do I put my 
trust; or have boped*; the graces of faith and hope 
were implanted in the heart of Chrift, as man, who 
had the gifts and graces of the Spirit without mea- 
fure beftowed on him, and thefe very early appeared 
in him, and fhewed themfelves in a very lively ex- 
ercife, P/al. xxii. 7. Luke ii. 49. and were ina very 
eminent manner exercifed by him a little before his 
death, in the view of it, and when he was under his 
fufferings, and hung upon the crofs, J/a. 1. 6—9. 
Matt. xxvii. 46. Pfal. xvi. g, 10. and xxii. 8. and 
this his truft and confidence in God alone, and not 
in any other, is ufed as a reafon or argument for 
his prefervation and fafety. : 
¥.2, O my foul, thou baft faid unto the Lord, 
&cc.] Some take thefe to be the words of David 
{peaking to the church, who had owned the Lord 
to be her Lord, and had declared what follows; 
é& 
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others think they are the words of God the Father 
to his Son, fuggefting to him what he had faid ; 
but they are rather an apoftrophe, or an addrefs of 
Chrift to his own foul; and the phrafe, O my foul, 
though not in the original text, is rightly fupplied 
by our tranflators, and which is confirmed by the 
Largum, and by the Jewifh commentators, ‘archi, 
Aben Ezra and Kimchi. Thou art my Lord, Chrift, 
as man, is a creature made by God; his human 
nature is the true tabernacle which God pitched and 
not man, and on this confideration he is his Lord, 
being his Creator; and as mediator Chrift is his fer- 
vant, and was made under the Jaw to him, obeyed 
him, and fubmitted to his will in all things ; fo 
that he not only in words faid he was his Lord, 
but by deeds declared him to be fo. My goodne/s 
extendeth xot to thee ; fuch who fuppofe that David 
here {peaks in his own perfon, or in the perfon of 
other believers, or that the church here fpeaks, dif- 
ferently interpret thefe words: fome render them, 
my goodnefs is not above thee’; it is far inferior to 
thine, it is not to be mentioned with it, it is nothing 
in comparifon of it; all my goodnefs, happinefs and 
felicity lies in thee, P/al. Ixxiii. 25. others, J have 
no goodne/s without thee; the fenfe is the fame as if 
it was I have faid, as read the Greek, Vulgate La- 
tin, and oriental verfions, and fo Apollinarius, Ihave 
none but what comes from thee; what I have is 
given me by thee, which is the fenfe of the Targum ; 
fee Fames i. 17. others, my goodne/s is not upon 
thee™; does not lie upon thee, or thou art not 
obliged to beftow the bleffings of goodnefs on me ; 
they are not due to me, they {pring from thy 
free grace and favour; to this fenfe incline Zar- 
chi, Aben Ezra and Kimchi; fee Luke xvii. 10. 
Rom. xi. 35. others, thou haS no need of my good- 
ne/s; nor will it profit thee, fo R. Fofeph Kimchi , 
fee Fob xxii..2, 3. and xxxv. 7, 8. or the words 
may be rendered, O my goodnefs, or thou art my 
good, nothing is above thee"; no goodnefs inany fu- 
perior to God. But they are the words of Chrift, 
and to be underftood of his goodnefs; not of his 
effential goodnefs as God, nor of his providential 
goodnefs, the fame-with his Father’s; but of his 
fpecial goodnefs, and the effect of it to his church 
and people ; and denotes his love, grace, and good- 
will towards them, fhewn in his incarnation, fuf- 
ferings and death; and the bleflings of goodnefs 
which come thereby; fuch as a juttifying righte- 
oufnefs, forgivenefs of fin, peace and reconciliation, 
redemption, falvation, and eternal life. Now tho’ 
God is glorified by Chrift in his incarnation, fuf- 
ferings and death, and in the work of man’s re- 
demption, yet he ftood in no need of the obedience 
and fufferings of hisSon; he could have glorified 
his juftice another way, as he did in not fparing the 
angels that finned, in drowning the old world, and 
in burning Sodom and Gomorrah, and in other in- 
ftances of his vengeance ; though there is glory to 
God in the higheft in the affair of falvation by 
Chrift, yet the good will is to men; though the 
debt of obedience and fufferings was paid to the 
juftice of God, whereby that is fatisfied and glori- 
fied, yet the kindnefs in paying the debt was not to 
God but to men, defcribed in the next verfe, 

¥. 3. But to the faints that are in the earth, &c.] 


Who are fanétified or fet apart by God the Father 
in eleCtion ; whofe fins are expiated by the blood of 
Chrift in redemption, and who are fanctified or made 


2 9p $3 »m5W bonum meum non eft fapra te, Gejerus. » Cc 
° ININ magnificis, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Rivetus ; nobilibus dele&tationis mee, 
P Jarchi, Aben Ezra, Kimchi, Ben Melech & Abendana in loc, 


* So Guffetius, p. 299. 
ejerus ; ducibus eorum, Cocceius ; {9 Michaelis, 


Vou. Il, Ne XVIII. 
ad 


PSALMS. 


545 


holy by the Spirit of God in effectual vocation; and 
who live a holy life and converfation: thefe are faid 
to be in the earth, not to diftinguifh them from the 
faints in heaven, to whom the goodnefs of Chrift 
extends as to them; unlefs it be co diftinguifh them 
from the angels in heaven, who are called faints, 
Deut, xxxiii, 2. as Aben Exra obferves ; but to point 
out the place of their abode, fcattered up and down » 
in the earth; and to fhew that Jove, grace, goodnefs 
and kindnefs of Chrift reaches to them in the pre- 
fent {tate of things, notwithftanding all their mean- 
nefs and imperfection in themfelves, and their de- 
fpicablenefs in the eyes of others; fee Fobm xiii. 1. 
And to the excellent; the fame with the faints, who 
though reckoned by men the filth of the world, 
and the offscouring of all things, are in high efteem 
with Chrift; they are zobles° in his account, as the 
word is rendered in Yer. xxx. 21. they are princes 
in all the earth, and thefe princes are kings; they 
are made kings and priefts unto God by Chrift ; 
they wear and live like kings, and have the attend- 
ance, power, riches and glory of kings; they are 
guarded by angels, they have power with God, 
they are rich in iaith, and heirs of a kingdom.- Jn 
whom is all my delight; Chrift’s delights were with 
thefe fons of men before the world was, and have 
always continued with them; they are his bephzi-bab 
and beulah, as in L/a. \xii, 4. hence he became in- 
carnate, and fuffered and died for them, and makes 
application of all the bleffings of his grace and 
goodnefs to them. 


¥. 4. Their forrows fhall be multiplied, &c.] Not 


the forrows of the faints and excellent ones, by fee- 
ing the idolatry of men, as Aben Ezra interprets it; 
but the forrows of fuch that Aaften after another 
God; a falfe god, an idol, to ferve and worfhip it; 
for generally {peaking, idolaters are more forward, 
eager and hafty to attend a falfe worfhip, than the 
worfhippers of the true God are to attend his fer- 
vice: now their forrows are many, even in their 
worfhip, by cutting their bodies with knives and 
lancets, as the worfhippers of Baal did; and by fa- 
crificing their own children, which, notwithftand- 
ing their rafh and precipitate zeal, could not fail of 
giving them pain and uneafinefs ; and befides tem- 
poral punifhments inflicted on them for their ido- 
latry by God, and ftings of confcience which muft 
fometimes attend them, the wrath of God lies upon 
them, and they will have their portion in the lake 
of fire, and the fmoke of their torment. will afcend 
for ever and ever. 
idols are multipled ; and fo the Chaldee paraphrafe, 


Some render the words, their 


‘¢ they multiply their idols, and after that haften to 
“¢ offer their facrifices;’” when men leave the true 
God, they know not where to ftop ; the heathens 
had not lefs than thirty thoufand gods, and the 
Jews when they fell into idolatry ran in the fame 
way, fer. ii. 28. and xi. 13. Hof. viii.11. The 
word God is not in the original text, though the 
fupplement is countenanced ii the Jewifh writers, 
who interpret it in this way; but I rather think the 
text is to be underftood not of heathen idolaters, 


‘but of unbelieving Jews, who, rejecting the true 


Meffiah, haften after another Meffiah, King and 
Saviour; when Jefus the true Meffiah came, they 
received him not; but when another came in his 
own name they were eager to embrace him, Fob 
v. 43. and to this day they are haftening after ano- 
ther; and in their daily prayers pray that the com- 

ing 
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ing of the Meffiah might be MMI i hafte, in 
their days*; and the fenfe of the paflage is, that 
the forrows of the Jews, rejecting the Meffiah and 
haftening after another, would come thick and faft 
upon them, until wrath came upon them to the ut- 
termoft, Matt. xxiv. 6—8. 1 Theff. ii. 16. and it 
holds good of all, whether Jews or Gentiles, that 
haften after another Saviour ; that fay to the works 
of their hands, that they are their gods, or go about 
to eftablith a righteoufnefs of their own, or feek for 
life and falvation by their own doings; thefe, fooner 
or later, will lie down in forrow, J/a. 1.11. Their 
drink-offerings of blood will I not offer; meaning not 
the libations of the Gentiles, which were not wine, 
according to the law, Numb. xv. 10, but blood, 
even fometimes human blood; but the facrifices of 
the Jews, which were either got by blood, murders 
and robberies, and on that account were hateful to 
God, J/a. \xi. 8. or rather the facrifices of blood- 
thirfty perfons, whofe hands were full of blood, J/a. 
i. r1—15. and fuch were the offerings. of the 
priefts, fcribes and pharifees, in Chrift’s time, who 
were the children of them that killed the prophets, 
and fought after the blood of Chrift. Or it may 
be rendered, J will not offer their drink-offerings be- 
caufe of blood’; meaning his own blood fhed for 
the remiffion of fins, which being obtained, there 
remains no more offering for fin ; and fo the words 
may exprefs the abolition of all legal facrifices, and 
the caufing of them to ceafe through the blood and 
facrifice of Chrift. This fhews the perfon fpeak- 
ing to be a prieft, and therefore could not be Da- 
vid, but muft be the Meffiah, who is a prieft after 
the order of Me/chizedek; and who had a better fa- 
crifice to offer up, than any of the offerings of the 
Jews, even his own felf, by which he has put away 
fin for ever. He adds, xor take up their names in- 
to my lips; not the names of idol-deities, nor of 
their worfhippers, but of the Jews that rejected him 
as the Meffiah, for whom he would not pray, Fohn 
xvii. 9. and fo as he refufed to offer their facrifices, 
he would not perform the other part of his prieftly 
office for them in interceffion; though this may 
alfo have refpect to the rejection of the Jewifh na- 
tion as the people of God; writing a /o-ammi upon 
them, declaring them to be no longer the children 
of the living God ; leaving their names for a curfe, 
a taunt, anda proverb in every place; expreffing 
the utmoft abhorrence of them, and fhewing the 
utmoft indignation at them, as perfons whofe names 
were not worthy or fit to be mentioned, Eps, v. 3. 
¥. 5. The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, 
and of my cup, &c.| This is faid by Chrift as a 
prieft, and in allufion to the Levitical priefts, who 
had no inheritance in the land of Canaan with their 
brethren, but the Lord was their part and por- 
tion, and their inheritance, Numb. xviii. 20. Deut. 
xviii. 1,2. and it exprefies the ftrong love and af- 
fe&tion Chrift had for the Lord as his God, the 
delight and pleafure he had in him, and the fatis- 
faétion he had in the enjoyment of him and com- 
munion with him, and that it was his meat and 
drink to ferve him, and to do his will; and tho’ 
_ his goodnefs did not extend to him, yet his’ good- 
nefs and happinefs as man lay in him: {s the 
fenfe fhould be, “* the Lord is he who es me 
the portion of mine inheritance ;*? me@iing his 
church and people, all the elect of Godj§who are 
Chrift’s portion and inheritance, given hifn by the 
Father; fee Deut. xxxii, 9. P/al. ii.8, daffigns 
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to me my cup, as of bleffings, fo of forrows and 
fufferings, which being meafured out, filled up, 
and put into his hand by his Father, he freely 
took it, fabn xviil.11. Thou maintaineft my lot 5 
that is, either his intereft in God himfelf, as his 
covenant-God, which always continued; or the 
lot of goods, of grace and glory, put into his 
hands for his people, which always remains; or 
rather, the faints themfelves, who,.as they are 
Chrift’s portion and inheritance, fo they are his 
lot ; in allufion to the land of Canaan, which was 
divided by lot: thefe Febovah took hold of, kept, 
preferved and upheld, as the word * fignifies ; fo 
that they fhall never totally and finally fall and 
perith ; and this fenfe is countenanced by what fol- 
lows. 

y¥. 6. The lines are fallen unto me in pleafant pla . 
ces, &c.] The allufion is to the meafuring of land 
by lines, and appropriating each part to the proper 
owners ; and lines defign the land that is meafur- 
ed out by them, and here the church and people 
of God, the chofen ones who are given to Enritt, 
as his portion and inheritance; and the fenfe is, 
that Chrift’s portion lies among or in pleafant per- 
fons ; fuch as were fo to him, as he faw them in 
his father’s purpofes and decrees; and as they are 
clothed in his righteoufnefs, and wafhed in his 
blood ; and as they are adorned with the graces of 
his Spirit; and as they will be as a bride adorned 
for him in the new Yerufalem-ftate ; for rather 
perfons than places are here meant : though as the 
bounds of the faints habitations are fet, and they 
are known to Chrift, fo they were pleafant to him, 


and he took delight and rejoiced in the very fpots of 


ground where he knew they would dwell, Prov. 
viii. 31. and the word places is fupplied by Aben 
Ezra and Kimchi: but the former fenfe feems bett, ' 
and agrees with what follows. ea, I have a 
goodly beritage: fo the Lord’s people are called, 
1 Pet. v. 3. thefe are Chrift’s heritage, his pecu- 
liar treafure, his jewels, with whom he is greatly 
delighted and well pleafed,; more than men are 


with their gold and filver, houfes and land, and ~ 


their greateft wealth and fubftance: thefe perfons 
are the inheritance with which he is contented and 
fully fatisfied. . 7 

y.7. I will blefs the Lord, &c.] As prayer, fo 
thanksgiving belongs to Chrift, as man and me= 
diator; fee Matt. xi. 25,26. ohn xi. 42. and here 
he determines to praife the Lord, and give thanks 
to him for counfel and inftruction: Who hath giv- 
en me counfel 5 for though he himfelf is the Coun- 
fellor, with refpecét to his people, yet as man he 


received counfel from God, and the Spiritof coun- ~ 


fel refted on him, J/2. xi. 2. and fitted him for, 

and directed him in the execution of his prophetic 
office ; for the doétrine he taught was not his own, 

but his Father’s ; and he faid nothing of himfelf 
but what his Father taught him, and i 

him to fpeak, ‘fobz vii.16. and viii. 28. and xii.49, 

50. And he alfo gave him counfel about the ex- 

ecution of his prieftly office, or about his fuffer- 

ings and death, and drinking of the cup, which he, 

with fubmiffion to the divine will, defired might 

pafs from him ; but having advice in this matter, 

moft chearfully and courageoufly yielded to take 
it; fee Matt. xxvi. 39, 42, 44, 46, 50153954: y 
reins alfo instruct me in the night-feafons 5 sf 


s 
gaged in prayer to God, in which he fometimes 


continued a whole night together, Luke vi.12. and 
os et 
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xxi.37. and efpecially in that dark and difmal night 
in which he was betrayed, when it was the hour 
and power of darknefs with his enemies; then, his 
inward parts being influenced by the Spirit of wif- 
dom and counfel, directed him how to behave and 
conduct himfelf. Or éhe reins being the feat of the 
affections, and being put for them, may fignify, 
that his {trong affection for God, and love to his 
people, put him upon, and moved him to take 
the fteps he did, to deliver up himfelf into the 
hands of finful men, in order to fuffer and die for 
his friends, and obtain eternal falvation for them. 

y. 8. I have fet the Lord always before me,8c.] 
Not his fear only, or the book of the law, as Zar- 
chi interprets it, but the Lord himfelf ; or, / fore- 
faw the Lord always before my face, Acts ii, 26. as 
Chrift is fet before men in the gofpel, to look unto 
as the object of faith and hope, to truft in and 
depend upon for life and falvation, fo Fehovah the 
father is the objeét, which Chriit fet before him, 
and looked unto in the whole courfe of his life 
here on earth ; he had always an eye to his glory, 
as the ultimate end of all his aétions; and to his 
will, his orders and commands, as the rule of 
them ; and to his purpofes, and counfel, and cove- 
nant, to accomplifh them ; and to his power, truth 
and faithfulnefs, to affift, fupport, and encourage 
him invall his difficulties and moft diftreffed cir- 
cumftances. Becaufe he is at my right hand; to 
counfel and inftruét, to help, protect and defend: 
the phrafe is expreffive of the nearnefs of God to 
Chrift, his prefence with him, and readinefs to 
affift and ftand by him againft all his enemies ; 
fee P/fal. cix. 31. and cx. 5. and cxxi. 5. fo the 
Targum paraphrafes it, becaufe bis fhekinab rejts 
upon me. I fhall not be moved: as he was not 
from his place and nation, from the duty of his 
office, and the execution of it, by all the threats 
and menaces of men; nor from the fear, worfhip 
and fervice of God, by all the temptations of Sa- 
tan; nor from the caufe of his people he had 
efpoufed, by all the terrors of death, the flaming 
{word of juftice, and the wrath of God ; but in 
the midft and view of. all, ftood unfhaken and un- 
moved; fee J/a.xlii. 4. and 1, 5—9. 

¥.9. Therefore my heart is glad, &c.J] Becaufe 
he had the Lord always in view ; he was at his 
right hand, for his fupport and affiftance, as well 
as becaufe of what is exprefied in the next verfes: 


this is the fame with rejoicing in fpirit, Luke x.21. | 
it denotes an inward joy, and fulnefs of it, be- 


caufe of the Lord’s prefence with him; fee 4s 
ii. 28. And my glory rejoiceth; meaning either 
his foul, which is the moft glorious and noble 
part of man, as Aben Ezra, Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech interpret it; or rather his tongue, as in fs 
ii. 26. the faculty of fpeaking in man being what 
gives him a fuperior glory and excellency to other 
creatures, and is that whereby he glorifies God; 
and fo the word is often ufed in this book; fee 
Pfal. xxx. 12, and lvii. 8, and cviii, 1. and here 
the phrafe defigns Chrift’s glorifying God, and fing- 
ing his praife with joyful lips, among his difci- 
ples, a little before his fufferings and death. My 
fich alfo foall reft in hope; in the grave; which, 
as it is a refting-place to the members of Chrift, 
from all their forrow, toil, and labour here; fo 
it was to Chrift their head, who refted in it on the 
Jewith fabbath, that day of reft, and that both ix 
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 fafety*, as the word ufed may fignify, and in hope 
of his refurreétion from the dead, as follows, 

_¥. 10. For thou wilt not leave my foul in bell, &c,} 
Meaning, not in the place of the damned, where 
Chrift never went, nor was; for at his death his 
foul was committed to his Father, and was the 
fame day in paradife: but rather, foeol here, as 
hades in the New Teftament, fignifies the ftate of 
the dead, the feparate ftate of fouls after death, the 
invifible world of fouls, where Chrift’s foul was; 
though it was not left there, nor did it continue, 
but on the third day returned to its body again : 
though it feems beft of all to interpret it of the 
grave, as the word is rendered in Gen, xlii. 38, 
Lfa. xxxviii. 18. and then by his /ou/ muft be 
meant, not the more noble part of his human na- 
ture, the foul, in diftin¢étion from the body ; for 
as it died not, but went to God, it was nat laid 
in the grave; but either he himfelf, in which 
fenfe the word /oul is fometimes ufed, even for a 
man’s felf, P/al. iii. 2. and xi.1, For it might be 
truly faid of him, God’s holy One, that he was 
laid in the grave, though not left there ; or rather, 
his dead body, for fo the word xephe/b is rendered 
in Numb. ix. 6,10. and xix. 11,13. fo anima is ufed 
in Latin authors": this was laid in the grave 3 
for Fofepb having begged it of Pilate, took it 
down from the crofs, and laid it in his own new 
tomb; though it was the will of God it fhould 
not be left there, but be raifed from the dead, as 
it was on the third day, before it was corrupted, 
as follows: Neither wilt thou fuffer thine holy One 
to fee corruption ; that is, to lie fo long in the grave 
as to putrify and be corrupted ; wherefore he was 
raifed from the dead on the third day, according 
to the fcriptures, before the time bodies begin to 
be corrupted ; fee Febn xi. 39, and this was owing 
not to the care of Fafepb or Nicodemus, in pravid= 
ing fpices to preferve it, but of Gad who raifed 
him from the dead, and gave him glory; and who 
would not fuffer his body to be corrupted, becaufe 
he was holy, and becaufe he was his holy One; 
that fo as there was no moral corruption in him, 
there fhould be no natural corruption in him; fo 
the Jewifh Midra/h” interprets it, that « no worm 
“* or maggot fhould have power aver him ;” which 
is not true of David, nor of any but the Meffiah. 
This character of oly One eminently belongs to 
Chrift above angels and men, yea it is often ufed 
of the divine being, and it agrees with Chrift in his _ 
divine nature, and is true of him as man; he is the 
holy thing, the holy child Jefus; his nature is pure 
and fpotlefs, free from the taint of original fin; his 
life and converfation were holy and harmlefs, he 
did no fin, nor knew any, nor could any be found 
in him by men or devils ; his doétrines were holy, 
and tended to promote holinefs of life; all his 
works are holy, and fuch is the work of redemp- 
tion, which is wrought out in confiftence with and 
to the glory of the holinefs and righteoufnefs of 
God; Chrift is holy in all his offices, and is the 
fountain of holinefs to his people ; and he is God’s 
holy One, he has property in him as his Son, and 
as mediator, and even as an holy One; for he was 
fanctified and fent into the world by him, being 
anointed with the holy oil of his Spirit without mea- 
fure. The word may be rendered, a merciful * or 
liberal and beneficent one: for Chrift is all this; he 
is a merciful as well as a faithful high-prieft, and 

he 
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he generoufly diftributes grace and glory to his 
people. 

y. 11. Thou wilt fhew me the path of life, &c.} 
Not the way of life and falvation for loft finners, 
which isChrift himfelf; but the refurreétion of the 
dead, which is a paffing from death to life; and 
was fhewn to Chrift, not doétrinally, or by illumi- 
nating his mind, and leading him into the doétrine 
of it, for fo he himfelf has brought it to light by 
the gofpel ; but practically and experimentally, by 
yaifing him from the dead, or by caufing him to 
pafs from death to life; and he was the firft to whom 
the path of life was fhewn in this fenfe, or the firft 
who ever trod in it, and fo has led the way for 
others: hence he is called the firft fruits of them 
that flept, the firft-born and firft-begotten from the 
dead ; for though others were raifed before, yet 
not to an immortal life, never to die more, as he 
was ; now the view, the faith, and hope of this, of 
not being left in the grave fo long as to fee corrup- 
tion, and of being raifed from the dead to an im- 
mortal life, caufed joy and gladnefs in Chrift, at 
the time of his fufferings and death, as well as what 
follows. Jn thy prefence is fulnefs of joy, Chrift 
being raifed from the dead afcended to heaven and 
was received up into glory, into his Father’s pre- 
fence, and is glorified with his own felf, with his 
glorious prefence, for which he prayed, ‘obm xvii.5. 
and which fills his human nature with fulnefs of 


joy, with a joy unfpeakable and full of glory; fee 


PSAL 
A prayer 


HIS prayer was put up by David either in 

his own perfon, on his own account, praying 
to God for the vindication of his caufe, and for 
falvation and deliverance from his enemies; or in 
the perfon of the Meffiah, whofe type he was, and 
of the whole church, fo Ferom of old interpreted 
it; and the title of it in the Arabic verfion is, ‘* a 
*¢ prayer in the perfon of a perfect man, and of 
«¢ Chrift himfelf, and of every one that is redeem- 
*« ed by him;” in which prefervation and protec- 
tion are prayed for, and hope of eternal life is ex- 
preffed. It was written, according to Theodoret, 
when David fuffered perfecution from Saul. 


¥. 1. Hear the right, O Lord, &c.] The pfalm- 
ift appeals to the Lord as a judge, fitting on the 
throne judging right, that he would hear his caufe 
litigated between him and his adverfaries, deter- 
mine and give the decifive fentence about it; fo 
Chrift committed himfelf to him that judgeth righ- 
teoufly, 1 Pet. ii. 23. for by right may be meant 
his right and caufe, or his righteous caufe, as in 
Pfal. ix. 4. unlefs rather his righteous prayer fhould 
be intended, fo the Zargum paraphrafes it, my prayer 
in righteoufnefs; not prefented for the fake of his 
own righteoufnefs, but on account of the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, and for the vindication of his 
righteous caufe before men: the Vulgate Latin, 
Ethiopic and Arabic verfions render it my righteou/- 
nefs, meaning his righteous caufe; but rather the 
word may be rendered righteoufne/s*, or the righ- 
teous one, and may defign the pfalmift himfelf, who 
was a righteous perfon, and fuch the Lord hears ; 
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of David. 


As ii. 28. and as it is with the head, it will be 
with the members in fome meafure ; now the pre- 
fence of God puts more joy and gladnefs into them 
than any thing elfe can do; but as yet their joy is” 
not full, but it will be when they {hall enter into 
the joy of their Lord, into the prefence of God in 


a 
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the other world, then everlafting joy will be upon — 


their heads. At thy right hand there are pleafures 
for evermore; Chrift being entered into heaven 1s 
fet down at the right hand of God in human na- 
ture, an honour which is not conferred on any of 
the angels, Heb. i. 13. where the man Chrift Jefus 
is infinitely delighted with the prefence of God, 
the never-fading joys of heaven, the company of 
angels and glorified faints ; here he fits and fees of 
the travail of his foul; he prolongs his days and fees 
his feed, fouls called by grace, and brought to glory 
one after another, until they are all brought in, in 
whom is all his delight; and which was the joy fet 
before him at the time of his fufferings and death: 
or the words may be rendered, in thy right band are 
pleafant things for ever’, and may defign thofe gifts 
and graces, whichChrift, being exalted at the right 
hand of God, received from thence and gives to 
men, for the ufe and fervice of his church and { 
ple, ‘in the feveral fucceffive ages of time; iG 
Aben Ezra takes the words to be an allufion to a 
man’s giving pleafant gifts to his friend with his 
right hand. . 
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or Chrift, whofe name is the Lord our phteohtt 
nefs, Fer. xxiii. 6. and who, as an advocate or in- 
terceflor for himfelf and for his people, is Jefus 
Chrift the righteous, 1 Foba ii. 1. ) 
gint verfion takes it to be an epithet of the Lord 
himfelf, tranflating it, O Lord of my righteoufne/s, as 


-. 
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The Septua- — 


in Pfal. iv. 1. and fo the Syriac verfion, bear, Q 


holy Lord, and in this manner does Chrift addrefs 
his Father in prayer, Yobn xvii. 11,25. and the 
confideration of the holinefs and righteoufnefs of 


God is of ufe in prayer to glorify God, and tocom- 


? 


mand a proper awe and reverence of him. tend 
unto my cry the word for cry fignifies both a noife 
made in a way of joy and grief; wherefore the 
Chaldee paraphrafe renders it, attend to my praife, 
or hymn of praife, and which arifes from forro 

and diftrefs ; and intends not mental prayer attend- 


ed with groanings which cannot be uttered, bur 


vocal prayer expreffed in a loud and mournful man- 
ner, fignifying the diftrefs the perfon is in, and 
earneftnefs and importunacy for help; and of this 
fort were fome of Chrift’s prayers; fee He 
Give ear unto my prayer that goeth not out 
ips hypocritical and deceitful ones; but 
forth from his heart, which was lifted ‘up 
hands to God, to whom he drew nigh w 
heart, and called upon him in the fincerity ¢ 
rightnefs of his foul ; and of this fort were all ¢ 
prayers, in whofe mouth there is no guile 
rious expreffions, hear, attend, give ear, which 
nify the fame thing, fhew the diftrefs the fupp 
was in, the fervency of his prayer, and his veh 
ment and earneft defire to be heard and anfw 
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immediately, and fince the accent athnach is upon 
the word *p\'7En my prayer, this laft claufe is not to 
be joined only to that, but refers to all that is faid 
before; as that his righ¢ and his ery, as well as his 
prayer, were unfeigned. 

¥.2. Let my fentence come forth from thy prefence, 
&c.] Not of condemnation, fuch as came forth 
from God and paffed on Adam and all his pofterity, 
Rom. v. 12, 18. though fuch an one was executed 
on Chrift, as he was the furety and reprefentative 
of his people; but of juftification, which came forth 
from God and paffed on Chrift, when he rofe from 
the dead, and upon his people in him, 1 Zim. iii.16. 
Rom, iv. 25. Here it chiefly defigns the vindica- 
tion of the innocence of the pfalmift before men; 
and his requeft is, that as he was fully perfuaded 
that he was clear of the things he was charged with 
in the fight of God, that he would openly and pub- 
licly make him appear fo before men; that he would 
bring forth his righteoufnefs as the light, and his 
judgment as the noon-day, P/al. xxxvii. 6. and of 
which he made no doubt but he would; fo Chrift, 
though he was traduced by men, knew he fhould 
be juftified by his Father, and by his children, //a. 
1. 8. Matt. xi.19. Let thine eyes bebold the things 
that are equal ; which is not to be underftood barely 
of the eyes of hisomnifcience; for thefe behold things 
both equal and unequal, good and evil, things which 
agree and difagree with the law of God, the rule of 
righteoufnefs and equity; but of his approbation of 
them, and that he would fome way or other teftify 
that approbation; for the petition intends the fa- 
vouring of his juft and equal caufe, and making it 
to appear to be fo, 

x. 3. Thou haft proved mine heart, &c.] This 
properly belongs to God, who is the fearcher of the 
heart and reins, and is defired by all good men; 
and though God has no need to make ufe of any 
means to know the heart, and what is init; yet in 
order to know, or rather to make known what is in 
the hearts of his people, he proves them fometimes 
by adverfity, as he did Abrabam and Fob, and fome- 
times by profperity, by mercies given forth ina won- 
derful way, as to the J/raelites in the wildernefs, Deut. 
viii. 2,16. fometimes by fuffering falfe prophets and 
falfe teachers to be among them, Dewt. xiii. 3. and 
fometimes by leaving corruptions in them, and them 
to their corruptions, as he left the Caaaanites in the 
land, and as he left Hezekiah to his own heart, Fudg. 
ii.22. and iii. 1. 2 Chr. xxxii. 31. In one or other or 
more of thefe ways God proved the heart of David, 

-and found him to be a man after his own heart; 
and in the firft of thefe ways he proved Chrift, who 
was found faithful to him that appointed him, and 
was a man approved of God. Thou haf vifited me 
in the night ; God vifited and redeemed his people 
in the night of Jewifh darknefs; he vifits and calls 
them by his grace in the night of unregeneracy; and 
fo he vifits with his gracious prefence in the night 
of defertion ; and he often vifits by granting coun- 
fel, comfort, and fupport, in the night of affliction, 
which feems to be intended here; thus he vifited 
the human nature of Chrift in the midft of his for- 
rows and fufferings, when it was the Jews hour and 
power of darknefs. Elfewhere God is faid to vifit 

every morning, Job vii. 18. Thou haft tried me ; 
as filver and gold are tried in the furnace ; thus the 
people of God, and their graces in them, are tried 
v7 i€tions ; fo David was tried, and in this man- 
Chrift himfelf was tried; wherefore he is called 


- the tried ftone, J/a. xxviii. 16. And fhalt find 
re 
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nothing ; or foalt not find ; which is varioufly fup- 
plied ; fome thy defire, or what is well-pleafing to 
thee, fo Farchi, or thou hast not found me innocent, 
as Kimchi, others fupply it quite the reverfe, and 
iniquity is not found in me, as the Septuagint, Vul- 
gate Latin, and Exbiopic verfions ; or thou baft not 
found iniquity in me, as the Syriac and Arabiée ver- 


fions; to which agrees the Chaldee paraphrafe, and 


thou baft not found corruptions which muft be un- 
derftood, not as if there was no fin and corruption 
in Davids for he often makes loud complaints and 
large confeffions of his fins, and earneftly prays for 
the forgivenefs of them; but either that there was 
no fin in his heart which he regarded, P/alm \xvi. 


18. which he nourifhed and cherifhed, which he 


indulged and lived in; or rather there was no fuch 
crime found in him, which his enemies charged him 
with ; fee Pfal. vii. 3, 4. This is true of Chrift in 
the fulleft fenfe; ng iniquity was ever found in him 
by God, by men or devils, /obn xiv. 30. 1 Pet. iis 


22, and alfo of his people, as confidered in him, 


being juftified by his righteoufnefs, and wafhed in 
his bloed, Fer. 1. 20. though otherwife, as confi- 
dered in themfelves, they themfelves find fin and 
corruption abounding in them, Rom. vii. 18, 21. 
I am purpofed that my mouth fhall not tranfgrefs 3 
by murmuring againft God, on account of his vifi- 
tation, and fiery trials, or by railing at men for 
their falfe charges and accufations ; this refolution 
was taken up by the pfalmift in the ftrength of di- 
vine grace, and was kept by him, P/fa/. xxxix. g. 
fo Chrift fubmitted himfelf patiently to the will of 
God without repining, and when reviled by men 
reviled not again, Luke xxil. 42. 1 Pet. ii. 23. and 
from hence may be learned, that the laws of God 
may be tranfgreffed by words as well as by works, 
and that the one as well as the other fhould be 
guarded againft; fee Pfal. xxxix. 1, 


Ys 4. Concerning the works of men, &c.) Of 


wicked men, as to what refpects and concerns them, 
or in the midft of them ; in the midft of a wicked 
generation of men, and their filthy converfation ; 
who appear to be fo, dy the word of thy lips; the law 
of God, the fcriptures of truth, the rule and ftan- 
dard of faith and practice, .which fhew what works 
are good and what are not ; by the ufe, help, and 
benefit of this; I bave kept me from the paths of 
the deftroyer ; fuch is the devil, who was a mur- 
derer from the beginning ; Antichrift, whofe name 
is Abaddon and Apollyon, both which fignify a des 
{troyer ; falfe teachers, and all wicked men; the 
paths of {uch are their wicked principles and prac- 
tices, their damnable errors and herefies, their fins 
and lufts, which make up the broad road that leads 
to deftruction ; thefe the pfalmift kept or obferved *, 
for the words me and from are not in the original 


text; and the fenfe is, that he took notice of them, 
and avoided them, and as a faithful prince and 
magiftrate forbad his fubjects walking in them, and 
reftrained them from them, making the word of 

God the rule of his conduct. 
¥. 5. Hold up my goings in thy paths, &c. | Which 
being fpoken by David in his own perfon, and for 
himfelf, fhews that he was confcious of his own 
weaknefs to keep himfelf in the ways of God, and 
to direct his fteps therein; and that he was fenfible 
of the need he ftood in of divine power to uphold 
and fupport him inthem, That my foot/teps /lip 
not ; Out of the paths of truth and duty, of faith 
and holinefs; of which there is danger, fhould a 
man be left to himfelf, and deftitute of divine di- 
rection 
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rection and aid; fee Pfalm \xxiti. 2. Fer. x. 23. 
and though Chrift had no moral weaknefs in him, 
and was in no danger of falling into fin, or flipping 
out of the ways ot God; yet thefe words may be 
applied to him in a good fenfe, as confidered in hu- 
man nature, and attended with the finlefs infirmi- 
ties of it, he being God’s fervant whom he upheld, 
and of whom he gave his angels charge, to keep 
him in all his ways, J/a. xlit. 1. Pfal. xci. 11. 

y. 6. I have called upon thee, &c.] In prayer. 
This had been the conftant practice of the pfalmift, 
and he ftill continued in it. For thou wilt bear me, 
O God God is a God-hearing prayer; he is ufed to 
hear his people, and they have frequent experience 
of it, and they may be affured that whatfoever they 
afk according to his will, and in the name of Chrift, 
he will hear; and fuch an affurance is a reafon en- 
gaging the faints to a conftant calling upon God, 
Pfal. cxvi. 2. and fuch confidence of being always 
heard Chrift had, Fobn xi. 41,42. Incline thine 
ear unto me, and hear my fpeech; meaning his 
prayer, which he now directed to him in full affu- 
rance of being heard, and is as follows. 

¥. 7. Shew thy marvelous loving-kindnefs, &c.] 
Such is the loving-kindnefs of God to his people 
in Chrift; which is fovereign, free, fpecial, diftin- 
cuifhing, everlafting and unchangeable; it is better 
than lite, and paffes knowledge; and which is fet 
upon men and not angels, fome.and not all, and 
thefe many of them the worft and vileft of men, 
and all of them by nature children of wrath as o- 
thers ; and which has appeared in choofing them 
in Chrift, putting them into his hand, and making 
a covenant with him for them ; in fending him in- 
to the world to fuffer and die for them ; in regene- 
rating, adopting, juftifying, pardoning, and faving 
them with an everlafting falvation ; all which. is 
marvelous in their eyes, and will be the wonder of 
men and angels to all eternity: this fometimes is 
hidden from the objects of it, as it might be from 
the pfalmift, and therefore he defires a manifefta- 
tion of it to him; or elfe his fenfe is, that God 
would fhew to others in what a marvellous manner 
he loved him, by the help, deliverance, and falva- 
tion he would give him. Such a petition will a- 
gree with Chrift; fee Pfal. xl. 10, 11. Some ren- 
der the words», feparate thy loving-kindne/fs, or caufe 
it to pats from them that rife up on or against thy 
right band; but thefe were never the objects of it; 
and there is no feparation of them from it, nor of 
that from them who are interefted in it, Rom, viii. 
38, 39. much better may it be rendered, /eparate 
or distinguifh thy loving-kindnefs °; that is, let it ap- 
pear that ] have fpecial intereft in thy loving-kind- 
nefs, diftin& from others; diftinguifh me by thy 
loving -kindnefs, remember me with that which 
thou beareft to a peculiar people, P/al. cvi. 4. O 
thou that faves by thy right band; either by his 
power, or by the man of his right hand, his own 
Son. hem which put their tru in thee; not in 
men, not in an arm of flefh, not in themfelves, in 
their own power, wifdom, riches and righteoufnefs ; 
but in the Lord their God, who is the Saviour of 
all men, but efpecially of them that believe, 1 Tim. 
iv. 10. for thefe he faves both in a temporal and in 
a fpiritual manner. From thofe that rife up againtt 
them ; from all their fpiritual enemies, fin and Sa- 
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tan ; and from all outward ones, from the men of 
the world, oppreffors and violent perfecutors, who 
are afterwards defcribed: the phrafe by thy right 
hand, is by fome, as Aben Ezra, conneéted with , 
the word /rusf, and rendered, them which irust in 
thy right band*; either in the grace, mercy, and 
favour of God, difpenfed by his right, hand; or in 
his ftrength, and the mighty power of his arm ; 
and by others it is joined to the laft claufe, and fo 
it ftands in the original text, and rendered, from 
thofe that rife up againft thy right band*; and fo the 
words defcribe fuch perfons who in a bold and pres 
fumptuous manner fet themfelves againft God, and 
ftrenethen themfelves againft the almighty; who 
refift his counfel and will, oppofe themfelves to the 
Lord and his Anointed, the man of his right hand, 
made ftrong for himfelf; and to his faints, who are 
as dear to him as his right hand, and who are pre- 
ferved by him in the hollow of his hand. 

y¥. 8. Keep me as the apple of the eye, 8c.| Which 
is weak and tender, and is hurt and put to pain, 
and made uneafy by every little thing that annoys 
it, and than which nothing is more dear to a man, 
or he is more careful of preferving from being 
hurt; and fitly reprefents the weak eftate and con- 
dition of God’s people, his affection for them, and 
tender care of them; who as he has provided tunics 
for the eye, and guarded it with .eye-brows, fo he 
has taken care for the fafety of his dear children, 
Deut. xxxii. 10. Zech. ii. 8. Hide me under the 
foadow of thy wings; alluding either to the wings 
of the cherubim over the mercy-feat, where God 
granted his prefence ; fo the Zargum paraphrafes it, 
“* under the fhadow of thy /bekinab hide me;” or © 
to birds, who cover their young ones with their 
wings to fave them from birds of prey; fee P/al. 
xci, 1, 4. Ifa. xxx. 5. Matt. xxiii. 37. From fuch 
paflages perhaps the heathens had their notion of — 
reprefenting their gods with wings‘, 

y¥. 9. From the wicked that opprefs me, &c.] Or 
waste or destroy*®; as wild beafts do a field or vine- 
yard when they get into it; and fuch havock do per= 
fecutors and falfe teachers make of the church and 
people of God, when they are fuffered to get in 
among them, P/al. Ixxx. 13. Aéis xx. 29. where- 
fore from fuch wicked and unreafonable men pro- 
tection is defired, 2 Theff. iii. 2. From my deadly — 
enemies; enemies againft his foul or life, who fought 
to take it away, nothing would fatisfy them but: 
this. Who compa/s me about ; on all fides, in order 
to obtain their defire; fuch were the enemies of 
Chrift, and fo they are deferibed, P/alm xxii. 12, ° 
13, 16. 

y. 10. They ave inclofed in their own fat, &c.] 
Or their fat has inclofed them, either their eyes that 
they can hardly fee out of them, or their hearts, fo 
that they are ftupid and fenfelefs and devoid of the 
fear of God; the phrafe is expreflive of the multi- 
tude of their wealth and increafe of power, by whi 
they were fwelled with pride and vanity, and nei- 
ther feared God nor regarded man ; fo the Targum 
paraphrafes it, ‘¢ their riches are multiplied, thei 
« fat covers them ;” fee Deut, xxxii. 15. Pfalm 
Ixxiii. 8,9. fome read it, their fat /huts their mouths, 
fo Aben Ezra and Kimchi; or with their fat they 
out them”; but the accent athnach will not admit 
of this reading ; the laft word belongs to the next ~ 

-claufe. 
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claufe. With their mouth they fpeak proudly, a- 
gainft God and his people, belching out blafphe- 
mies againft the one, and fevere menaces and threat- 
nings againft the other. 

¥. 11. They have now compaffed us in our Steps, 
&c.] The fenfe is, they could not ftir a ftep but 
they were at their heels, furrounding them on every 
fide. This was true of David, when he was pur- 
fued by Saul, and-followed by him to Keilab and 
the wildernefs of Maon, 1 Sam, xxiii. 8, 26, ac- 
cording to the cet#d, or textual writing, it fhould 
be rendered, they have compaffed me; but accord- 
ing to the seri, or marginal reading, and the points, 
it is as we have tranflated it, and which is followed 
by the Targum; and both are right, and defign Da- 
vid as a principal perfon, and thofe that were with 
him, who were encompaffed by Sau/ and his men. 
This alfo was verified in Chrift, when Judas fol- 
lowed him into the garden with a band of men to 
betray him, and when he was inclofed by wicked 
men as he went to-the crofs, and hung upon it, 
Fobn xviii. 2,3. Pfal. xxii. 12, 16. and may like- 
wife be accommodated to the cafe of all the faints, 
who are troubled on every fide, are befet with the 
corruptions of their hearts, the temptations of Sa- 
tan, and the reproaches and perfecutions of the 
men of the world, 2 Cor.iv.8. and vii. 5. They 
have fet their eyes bewing down to the earth; which 
pofture either denotes fraudulence and hypocrify, 
fhewing by looking only upon the ground, as if 
they were harmlefs and inoffenfive, and had no ill 
defigns, and took no notice of any thing; which as 
it was true of David’s enemies, fo of the Hews and 
of Fudas with refpect to Chrift, and of falfe teachers 
with refpect to the church, Luke xx. 20. Matt. vii. 
15. and xxvi. 48, 49. or elfe inhumanity and con- 
tempt, not caring to turn their eyes to look upon 
them in diftrefs, but kept their eyes fixed upon the 
earth, fo Chrift was treated by the Jews, J/a, liii.3. 
or rather their being intent upon mifchief, their 
diligence and watchfulnefs to obferve all motions, 
and take every opportunity to Strike, or ca me 
down to the earth, asthe Arabic and Syriac verfions 
render it; or the fenfe is, as Kimchi gives it, their 
eyes are upon our ways, to fpread nets for us in the 
earth to take us. 

y. 12. Like as a lion that is greedy of bis prey, 
&c.] Or the likene/s of him is as a lion*, meaning 
Saul, as Kimchi interprets it} or every one of them 
that compaffed them about, as 4ben Ezra obferves ; 
fometimes wicked and perfecuting princes are com- 
pared to lions, for their ftrength and cruelty ; fee 
Prov. xxviii. 15. 2 Tim. iv, 17. fo the devil is call- 
ed a roaring lion, 1 Pet. v. 8. and the antichriftian 
beaft is faid to have the mouth of a lion, Rev. xiii. 
2. And as it were a young lion lurking in fecret 
places; to leap upon its prey and feize it at once, 
as it has opportunity; this denotes the fecret and 
infidious method which. the enemies of Chrift take 
to do mifchief; fee Pfal. x. g, 10. 

y.13. Arife, O Lord, &c.] See Pfalm iii. 7. 
and vii. 6. and ix.19. and x, 12. difappoint him, 
or prevent his face*, be beforehand with him, and 
fo difappoint him, when he is about to feize his 
prey ; whois comparable to the lion, or tothe young 
jion; meaning the chief of his enemies, it may be 
Saul. Caft him down, every one of them that fet 
their eyes to caft down others to the earth. ‘Jar- 
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chz’s note is, * cut off his feet,” that he may bow 
down and fall. Deliver my foul from the wicked, 
which is thy fword ; fo Farchi, Aben Ezra, Kimchi 
and Ben Melech render the words; that is, from 
wicked men, whom God makes ufe of as inftru- 
ments to afflict and chaftife his people: fo the 
Affyrian monarch is called the rod of his anger, 
with whom he fcourged his people J/rae/, Ifa. x.5. 
Compare with this P/al. xxii.20. The words are 
rendered by fome, deliver my foul from the wicked 
by thy fword '; meaning not the fword of the Spi- 
rit, the word of God, by which Chrift was deli- 
vered from the wicked one, when tempted by him 
in the wildernefs ; but the avenging juftice of God, 
the fword of the Lord, which being whetted and 
taken hold on, and ufed by him, brings venge- 
ance on his enemies, and falvation to his people ; 
fee Deut, xxxii. 41. Ifa. xxvii. 1. Fer. xlvii. 6, 7, 
The Yargum paraphrafes the claufe thus, -‘* deli- 
«< ver my foul from the wicked, who deferves to 
“¢ be flain by thy fword.” . 

y. 14. Lrom men which are thy hand, O Lord, 
&c.] Some underftand thefe words, with what 
follows, as independent of the former, and of ane 
other fett of men, even of good men; fo the Zar- 
gum, ** and the righteous who deliver their fouls 
‘¢ for thy fake, O Lord, unto death in the earth, 
‘¢ their portion is in eternal life;” fo Yarchi gives 
the like fenfe of them: but the words are to be 
connected with the preceding, as they are by den 
Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben Melech; and the fenfe is, 
deliver my foul from men, which are inftruments 
in thine hand to chaftife thy people: fo even Sa- 
tan himfelf, and the Sabeans and Chaldeans, whom 
he inftigated to affiict Fob, are called the band of 
the Lord that touched him, becaufe he fuffered 
them to do what they did for the trial of him, od 
xix. 21. “The words may be rendered, the men of 
thy band™ 5 who are raifed up by thine hand to 
the power and dignity they have; and who can 
eafily be pulled down by it; and who are in thine 
hand, and at thy beck and controll, and whofe 
wrath and fury thou canft reftrain. Or they may 
be rendered, from men by thy hand"; that is, des 
liver me from them by thy ftrong hand and migh- 
ty power 3 as J/rael of old was delivered from the 
Egyptians by the ftrong and mighty hand of God, 
From men of the world, who are as they were when 
they came into the world, in fin, in darknefs, and 
in acarnal and unregenerate ftate ; who are not 
only in the world, but of it, and belong to it, and 
to it only; and are under the influence of the god 
of the world, and are taken with the lufts and plea- 
fures of it, and live in them and ferve them; and 
are of worldly fpirits, inordinately love the things 
of the world, mind earth and earthly things, and 
are unconcerned about the things of another worlds; 
fee Luke xvi.8. Which have their portion in this 
life; and in this only; have a large fhare of the 
good things of this life; and which is all their 
portion, Luke xvi. 25. And whofe belly thou fillest 
with thy hid treafure ; earthly treafure, as gold and 
filver, which is called Aid treafure, becaufe it is 
firft hid in the bowels of the earth, out of which 
it is dug, and afterwards hid in the coffers of 
worldly men; and oftentimes kept to the hurt of 
the owners of it. Or the phrafe may denote the 
value and precioufnefs of it, And to have the 
belly 
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belly filled with this, is to have a very great afflu- 
ence and plenty of it; though it is very rare, let 
it be ever fo large, that men are fully fatisfied with 
it. They are full of children; which among the 
eaftern nations was reckoned a confiderable part of 
outward profperity and happtnefs; fee Yob xxi. 7, 
8,11. Pfal. xxvii 3, 4, 5. or their children are full, 
or filled ° with hidden treafure alfo. And leave 
the reft of their fabftance to their babes 5 their chil- 
drens children ; their grandchildren, as Kimchi ex- 
plains it; and which is faid, not by way of com- 
plaint, as an evil in them, fince it is lawful and 
right for parents to lay up for their children, and 
leave it to them: unlefs the fenfe is, that they en- 
erofs all to themfelves, and to their pofterity, in 
life and death ; whilft they live, they indulge their 
fenfual appetites and lufts, and fill themfelves and 
theirs, but give nothing to the poor‘and hungry 5 
nor part with any thing for the intereft of God and 
true religion; and when they die, leave nothing 
for fuch ufe and fervice, but all to their pofterity: 
but rather, the phrafe is expreflive of their great 
plenty; that having lived in and enjoyed great 
fulnefs themfelves, and given large portions to 
their children, yet have much left; which at death 
they bequeath to the young generation. Now 
from fuch men in power, and dignity, and from 
being hurt by them, as well as from communion 
and converfation with them, the pfalmift defires to 
be delivered ; and expreffes his fatisfaction in other 
and better things than they enjoy, in the following 
words. 

y.15. As for me, &c.] I do not defire to be 
in their place and ftead, with all their plenty and 
profperity ; I am content with my prefent condi- 
tion and fituation; for J will, or /hall behold thy 
face in righteoufne/s, that is, appear before God 
in public worfhip, where was the ark, the fymbol 
of the face of God; enjoy his gracious prefence, 
have the difcoveries of his love, and fee his face 
and favour; than which nothing was more defir- 
able by him and delightful to him. Or God him- 
felf may be meant by Ais face ; and efpecially God 
-as he is to be beheld in the face of Chrift, the An- 
eel of his prefence; and who is to be beheld by 
faith in the prefent ftate of things, though as thro’ 
a glafs, darkly; and in the future ftate perfectly, 
and as he is, both with the eyes of the underftand- 
ing, and after the refurrection with the eyes of the 
body; fee Fob xix. 26,27. and to this ftate the 
pfalmift feems more efpecially to have refpect, as 
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archi interprets it: and the beatific vifion of God 
in Chrift will be very glorious and exceeding de- 
Jigheful ; it will be affimilating and appropriat- 


ing ; it will be free from all darknefs and inter- 


ruption, and will continue for ever. And this thall 
be feen iz righteoufne/s 5 the pfalmift believing that 
he fhould then appear as an innocent perfon, clear 
of all the falfe charges brought againft him; and 
fo this may be underftood of the righteoufnefs of 
his caufe, in which he fhould ftand before God, 
and enjoy communion with him: or this may de- 
fien that perfect holinefs and purity of heart, with- 
out which no man fhall fee the Lord; and which, 
though now imperfeét, fhall in the other ftate be 
without fpot or blemifh: or rather, the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, which fits believers for, and in 
which they are brought into and ftand in the King’s 
prefence. J fhall be fatisfied, when I awake wih 
thy likenefs; which will be in the refurreétion- 
morn, or as Farchi expreffes it, when the dead 
fhall awake from their fleep: for this is not to be 
underftood of awaking from natural fleep in the 
morning ; when it is a fatisfaction to a believer to 
be with God, and to have God with him, P/alm 
cxxxix. 18. nor of awaking from a fleepy drowfy 
frame of fpirit, which fometimes attends the faints; 
but of rifing from the dead: for as death is often- 
times expreffed by fleep in fcripture, fo the refur- 
rection by an awaking out of it, J/a. xxvi. 19. 
Dan. xii. 2, at which time the faints will arife with 
the image of the heavenly One upon them ; they 
will be like to Chrift both in foul and body ; in 
foul, in perfect knowledge and compleat holinefs ; 
in body, in incorruption and immortality, in pow- 
er, glory and fpirituality ; in this will lie their hap- 
pinefs and fatisfaction. Or the meaning is, that 
he fhould be fatisfied with the likenefs of God, 
with Chrift the image of God, when he fhould 
arife from the dead; feeing he fhould then appear 
with him in glory, fee him as he is, and be like 
him, and be for ever in his prefence; which will 
yield endlefs pleafure and unfpeakable fatisfaction. 
For the words may be interpreted, not of David’s 
awaking, but of the glory of God awaking or ap- 
pearing ; which would afford an infinitely greater 
fatisfaction than worldly men have in worldly 
things °, to which this is oppofed, y.10. fo the 
Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions read, I fhall 
be fatisfied when thy glory appears, or is feen; and 
fo the Ethiopic and Arabic verfions. 
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To the chief mufician, @ pfalm of David, 


HIS is the fame with that in 2 Sam. xxii. with 
fome variations, omiffions and alterations : 

the fervant of the Lords not only by creation, nor 
merely by regeneration, but by office, as king of 
djrael, being put into it by the Lord, and ating 
in it in fubmiffion and obedience to him ; juft as 
the apoftles under the New Teftament, on account 
of their office, fo ftile themfelves in their Epiftles : 
Who fpake unto the Lord the words of this fong ; 
that is, who delivered and fung this fong in fo 
many exprefs words, in public, before all the con- 
gregation of J/rael, to the honour and glory of 
God : in the day that the Lord delivered him from 
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the hand of all bis enemies, and from the band of 
Saul. Not that this pfalm was compofed and fung 
the felf-fame day that David was delivered from 
Saul, and fet upon the throne ; for it feems to have 
been written in his old age, at the clofe of his days ; 
for immediately after it, in the fecond book of Sa- 
mucl, it follows, now thefe be the las words of 
David, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1. but the fenfe is, that where- 
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as David had many enemies, and particularly Sau/, — 


who was his greateft enemy, the Lord delivered 
him from them all, and efpecially from him; from 
him firft, and then from all the reft ; which when — 
he refleéted upon in his laft days, he fat down and 
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wrote this pfalm, and then fung it in public, hav- 
ing delivered it into the hands of the chief mutfi- 
cian for that purpofe. 


to Chrift ; ¥.2. in Hed. ii. 13. and y. 49. in Rom. 
xv.g. and there are many things in it that very 
well agree with him; he is eminently the /ervant 
of the Lord as mediator ; he was encompafied with 
the {nares and forrows of death and hell, and with 
the floods of ungodly men, when in the garden 
and on the crofs. 
erer, as man; and he was victorious over all ene- 
mies, fin, Satan, the world, death and hell; as 
the fubject of this pfalm is all along reprefented : 
and to Chrift it does moft properly belong to be 
the head of the heathen, whofe voluntary fubjects 
the Gentiles are faid to be, y¥. 43, 44. and which 
is expreffed in much the fame language, as the like 
things are in J/a. lv. 4, 5. which is a clear and un- 
doubted prophecy of the Mefiiah; to which may 
be added, that the Lord’s anointed, the king Mef- 
fiah, and who is alfo called David, is exprefsly men- 
tioned in y. 50. and which is applied to the Mef- 
fiah by the Jews‘, as the thirty fecond verfe is pa- 
raphrafed of him by the Zargum on it. And be 
faid; the followings words ; 


y. 1. Twill love thee, O Lord, my firengtb.| Thefe 
words are not in 2 Sam. xxii. the pfalm there be- 
gins with the following verfe. The pfalmift here 
expreffes his love to the Lord, and his continuance 
in it ; that Zebovah the Father was, is, and ever will 
be the object of Chrift’s love is certain; and which 
has appeared by his readinefs in the council and 
covenant of grace to do his will; by his coming 
down from heaven to earth for that purpofe ; by 
his delight in it, it being his meat and drink to do 
it; and by his fufferings and death, which were in 
compliance with, and obedience to it, Yobn xiv.31, 
and as in David, fo in all regenerate ones, there is 
love to God ; Febovah is loved by them in all his 
perfons ; Febovah the Father is loved, and to be 
loved, for the perfections of his nature, becaufe of 
the works of his hands, of creation and providence; 
and particularly becaufe of his works of {pecial grace 
and goodnefs, and efpecially becaufe of his love 
wherewith he has loved his people, 1 obn iv. 19. 
Febovab the Son is loved, and to be loved, above 
all creatures and things whatever, fincerely and 
heartily, fervently and conftantly ; becaufe of the 
lovelinefs of his perfon, the love of his heart, and 
his works of grace and redemption; all of him is 
lovely ; and he is to be loved, and is loved in his 
perfon, offices, relations, people, word and ordinan- 
ces: Febovabh the Spirit is loved, and to be loved, 
becaule of his perfon and perfections, and operations 
of grace; as a fanctifier, comforter, the Spirit of 
adoption, the earneft and pledge of eternal glory. 
The word here ufed fignifies the moft intimate, ten- 
der and affectionate love; it often defigns mercy 
and bowels of mercy ; fo Abex Ezra interprets it of 
feeking mercy of God : the reafons are as follow in 
this and the next verfe: becaufe the Lord is my 
frengihs fo he was to Chrift as man, who as fuch 
was the man of his right hand, the fon of man, 
whom he made ftrong for himfelf, to do his work, 
and for his glory, P/al. xxx. 17. he promifed to 
flrengthen him, and he did, P/al. Ixxxix. 21. Ifa. 
xlii. 5. and xlix. 8. and fo he is the ftrength of all 
his faints, even Febovab, Father, Son, and Spirit; 
he is the ftrength of their hearts both in life and at 
death; he is the ftrength of their graces, who 
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ftrengthens that which he has wrought for them, 
and in them ; he ftrengthens them to do their duty, 


to bear the crofs, and every affli€tion, and againft 


every, enemy of their fouls; and this renders him 
very lovely and amiable to them. 

y. 2. The Lord is my rock, &c.}| To whom the 
faints have recourfe for fhelter and fafety, for fup- 
ply, fupport, and divine refrefhment; and in whom 
they are fecure, and on whom they build their hopes 
of eternal life and happinefs, and fo are fafe from 
all enemies, and from all danger. Chrift is called 
a rock on all thefe accounts, P/fal. Ixi. 2,3. Jj. 
XXXii. 2. and xxxili. 16. Matt. xvi. 18. 1 Cor, x. 4. 
And my fortrefs, or garrifon ; fo the faints are kept 
in and by the power of God as ina garrifon, 1 Pet. 
i.5. And my deliverer ; out of all affiidtions, and 
from all temptations, and out of the hands of all 
enemies ; from a body of fin and death at laft, and 
from wrath tocome. My God; the ftrong and 
mighty One, who is able to fave, and who is the 
covenant-God and father of his people. My /trength, 
in whom I will trust, as Chrift did, and to whom 
thefe words are applied in Hed. ii. 13. and as his 
people are enabled to do even under very diftrefling 
and difcouraging circumftances, Fob xiii. 15. S/a. 
xxvi. 4. My buckler ; or /hield ; who protects and 
defends them from their enemies, and preferves 
them from the fiery darts of Satan. And the born 
of my falvation; who pufhes, {catters and deftroys 
their enemies, and faves them; a metaphor taken 
from horned beatts ; fo Chrift, the mighty and able 
Saviour, is called, Luke i. 69. And my high tower; 
fuch is the name of the Lord, whither the righte- 
ous run and are fafe, Prov. xviii. 10. and where 
they are above and out of the reach of every ene- 
my ; fee J/a. xxxiil. 16. in 2 Sam. xxii. 3. itis add- 
ed, and my refuge, my Saviour, thou faveft me from 
violence. Thefe various epithets fhew the fulnefs 
of fafety in Fehovab, the various ways he has to 
deliver his people from their enemies, and, fecure 
them from danger; and the pfalmift beholding and 
claiming his intereft in him under all thefe charac- 
ters, rendered him exceeding lovely and: delightful 
to him; and each of them contain a reafon why he 
loved him, and why, in the ftrength of grace, he 
determined to love him. God may be regarded in 
all thefe characters by Chrift as man. 
y¥. 3. I will call upon the Lord, &c.] In prayer, 
for frefh mercies, and farther appearances of him- 
felf, and difcoveries of his grace and favour. Who 
is worthy to be praifed, for the perfeétions of his 
nature, the works of his hands, his providential 
goodnefs, and more efpecially for his covenant- 
grace and bleflings in Chrift. The Zargum is, 
“¢ in praife, or with an hymn, I pray before the 
«* Lord;” agreeable to the rule the apoftle gives, 
Phil. iv. 6. and this prayer was a prayer of faith, 
as follows. So /hall I be faved from mine enemies ; 
which was founded upon paft experience of God’s 
goodnefs to him in diftrefs, when he called upon 
him, as the next words fhew. 

¥. 4. The forrows of death compaffed me, &c.] 
Thefe words and the following in this and the next 
verfe, as they refpe¢t David, fhew the {nares that 
were laid for his life, the danger of death he was 
in, and the anxiety of mind he was pofleffed of on 
account of it; and as they refer to Chrift, include 
all the forrows of his life to the time of his death, 
who was a man of forrows and acquainted with 
griefs perfonally, and bore and carried the forrows 
and griefs of all his people; and may chiefly in- | - 
tend his forrows in the garden, arifing from a Mond re: 
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of the fins of his people, which he was about to 
bear upon the crofs; and from an apprehenfion 
of the wrath of God, and curfe of the law, 
which he was going to fuftain for them, when 


_ his foul was qegiavres, encompafied about with 


forrow, even unto death, Matt. xxvi. 38. when 
his forrow was fo great, and lay fo heavy up- 
on him, that it almoft preffed him down to 
death, he could fcarce live under it; and may alfo 
take in, the very pains and agonies of death; he 
dying the death of the crofs, which was a very 
painful and excruciating one; fee Pfal. xxii. t4—17. 
The Hebrew word for forrows fignifies the pains and 
birth-throws of a woman in travail; and is here 
fitly ufed-of the fufferings and death of Chrift ; 
through which he brought forth much fruit, or 
mn : ° 
many fon$'to glory. The Targum is, “ Diftrefs 
« has encompafied me, as a woman that fits upon 
«<< the ftool, and has no ftrength to bring forth, 
<< and is in danger of dying.” In 2 Sam. xxii. 5. 
it is, the waves or breakers of death coimpaffed me; 
and the word there ufed is rendered in Ho/- xiii. 13. 
the breaking forth of children: moreover the fame 
word fignifies cords‘, as well as pains and forrows; 
and the allufion may be to malefactors, being 
bound with cords, when led to execution, and put 
to death; and may here fignify the power of death, 
under which the Meffiah was held for a while, but 
was loofed from it at his refurrection ; to which 
fenfe of the word, and to the words here, the apo- 
{tle Peter manifeftly refers, Ac7s 11. 24. And the 
fisods of ungodly men made me afraid; meaning ei- 
ther the multitude of them, as Herod, Pontius Pi- 
late, the Roman foldiers, and people of the Jews, 
who all gathered together againft him; fo the 
Targum renders it, 4 company of wicked men ; orthe 
variety of fufferings he endured by them ; as fpit- 
ting upon, buffeting, fcourging, &c. ‘The word 
rendered ungodly men, is Belial; and fignifies, vain, 
worthlefs, and unprofitable men ; men of no figure 
or account; or lawlefs ones, fuch as have caft off 
the yoke of the law, are not fubject to it; perfons 
very wicked and profligate. The word in the New 
Teftament feems to be ufed for Satan, 2 Cor. vi. 
15. where it is fo rendered in the Syriac verfion, and 
he may be defigned here ; and by the floods of Be- 
lial may be meant, not fo much the temptations of 
Satan in the wildernefs, as his violent and impe- 
tuous attacks upon Chrift in the garden, when being 
in an agony or conflict with him, his fweat was, as 
it were, great drops of blood, Luke xxii. 44. The 
Septuagint render the word, The torrents of iniquity 
troubled me, which was true of Chrift, when all 
the fins of his people came flowing in upon him, 
like mighty torrents, from all quarters; when God 
laid on him the iniquity of them all, and he was 
made fin for them ; and in a view of all this, be de- 
gan to be fore amazed, Mark xiv. 33.. compare with 
this P/al. Ixix. 1, 2. Arama interprets Belial, of 
the evil imagination in David, who had a war in 
himfelf. 

y. 5. The forrows of bell compaffed me about, &c.]} 
Or the cords of the grave*, under the power of 
which he was detained a while; the allufion may 
be to the manner of burying among the Jews, who 
wound up their dead bodies in linen cloths ; fo that 
they were as perfons bound hand and foot; and 
thus were they laid in the grave; fee ‘Fobn xi. 44. 
and fo was Chrift, till he was raifed from the dead, 
when he fhowed himfelf to have the keys of hell 
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or be held by them. be frares of death prevented 
me or met or got before me‘; the fenfe is, he was 
taken in them: this phrafe defigns the infidious 
ways and methods which the enemies of Chrift took” 
to enfnare him, and take away his life, and in which 
they fucceeded ; fee Mart. xxvi. 4. . 
y. 6. In my diftrefs I called upon the Lord, 8c. 
The great Febovab, the everlafting I am, who is 
the moft High in all the earth, and who is able to 
fave, Heb. v.7. And cried unto my Gods as Jefas 
did, Matt. xxvii. 46. fo the members of Chrift, 
when in diftrefs, as they often are, through fin and 
Satan, through the hidings of God’s face, a vari- 
ety of ‘afflictions, and the perfecutions of men, 
betake themfelves to the Lord, and call upon their 
God: a time of diftref$ is a time for prayer; and 
fometimes the end God has in fuffering them to be 
in diftrefs, is to bring them to the throne of his 
grace ; and a great privilege it is they have, that 
they have fuch a throne to come to for grace and 
mercy to help them in time of need, and fuch a 
God to fympathize with them, and help them ; ~ 
and their encouragement to call upon him, and cry 
unto him, is, that he is fesovab, omnifcient, om- 
nipotent, and omniprefent ; who knows their wants, 
is able to help them, and is a God at hand to do 
it. LHe heard my voice out of bis temple; that is, out 
of heaven his dwelling-place; for the temple at 
Ferufalem was not built in David’s time; and it - 
may be obferved, that the prayer of the Pfalmift, 
or whom he reprefents, was a vocal one, and not 
merely mental; and hearing it, intends a gracious 
regard unto it, an acceptance of it, and an agree- 
able anfwer: for it follows, And my cry came be- 
fore bim, even into bis ears; God did not cover 
himfelf with a cloud, that his prayer could not pafs 
through; but it was admitted and received; it 
came up before him with acceptance; it reached 
his ears, and even entered into them, and was de- 
lightful mufic to them ; fee John xi. 41, 42. Heb. 
sea 
¥. 7. Then the earth fhook and trembled, &c.} 
As it did quickly after Chrift called upon the Lord, 
and cried to his God upon the crofs, Matt. xxvii. 
50, 51. and fo fome time after, when his people 
were praying together, the place where they were’. 
aflembled was fhaken, és iv. 31. as a token of 
God’s prefence being with them: and the fhaking 
and trembling of the earth is often ufed as a fym- 
bol of the prefence of God, and of the greatnefs - 
of his majefty ; as when he brought the children 
of J/rael through the Red fea, went before them 
in the wildernefs, and defcended on mount Sinai, 
which mountain then moved and quaked exceed- 
ingly; fee P/al. civ. 32. and Ixxvii. 16-18. and 
Ixvili. 7, 8. Exod. xix. 18. and it is eafy to ob- 
ferve, that in this, and other parts of this majeftic 
account of the appearance of God on the behalf of 
the perfon the fubject of this pfalm, and againft 
his enemies, there are manifeft allufions to the giv- 
ing of the law on mount Sinai; though it may be 
this fhaking of the earth, and what follo S, are to 
be underftood in a figurative fenfe. 
tions alfo of the bills moved and were foaken; and 
defign the fhaking of the earth and heavens, pro- 
phefied of in Hag. ii. 6, 7. and-which is explair 


in Feb. xii. 26, 27. of the removing the ordinan- 


ces of the ceremonial law, that gofpel-ordinances 
might remain unfhaken; for in 2 Sam, xxii. 
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words are, the foundations of heaven moved and 
foook ; and the fhaking and moving of the earth 
and mountains may denote the abolition and de- 
ftruétion of kingdoms and nations ; and firft of the 
civil polity of the Yews, and of their ecclefiaftical 
ftate, which quickly enfued upon the death of 
Chrift; and next of the ruin of Rome pagan, and 
then of Rome papal; which are both fignified by an 
earthquake, and by the removal of mountains, 
Rev. vi. 12, 14. and xi. 13. and xvi. 18—20. 
Becaufe be was wroth ; with the people of the Jews, 
for difbelieving and rejecting the Meffiah ; for fet- 
ting themfelves, and taking counfel together againft 
him, and putting him to death; for thefe things 
God was angry with them, and wrath came upon 
them tothe uttermoft, and their nation, city, and 
temple were deftroyed, Pfal. ii, 15. 1 Theff. ii. 
16, and with the pagan empire and antichriftian 
powers, Rev. vi, 16, 17, and xi. 18. 

¥. 8. There went up a fmoke out of bis noftrils, 
&c.] This, with what follows, defcribes a ftorm 
of thunder; the /moke defigns thick black clouds, 
gathered together; fire intends lightning; and 
coals of fire hot thunderbolts ; and the whole is bor- 
rowed from, and is an allufion to what was at the 
giving of the law on mount Sinai, Exod. xix. 16, 18. 
The majefty of God is here fet forth in much fuch 
language as is the leviathan in Job xli, 19—21. 
the fmoke of his moftrils feems to intend the indig- 
nation of God againft the enemies of David, of 
Chrift, and of his people, and the punifhment he 
will inflict upon,them, J/a. Ixv. 5. Rev. xiv. 11. 
The Targum interprets it of the pride and infolence 
of Pharaoh. And fire out of bis mouth devoured ; 
God is a wall of fire round about his people, and 
a confuming one to his and their enemies. This 
exprefies the wrath of God upon the Jewifh nation, 
and his fending the Roman armies to burn their ci- 
ty, Matt. xxi. 7. Coals were kindled by it; the 
Jews being as dry trees, were fit fuel for the fire 
of divine wrath, and fo prefently became as coals 
of fire; fo the antichriftian party, upon the pour- 
ing out of the fourth vial, will be fcorched with 
heat, and blafpheme the name of God, Rev. xvi. 
8, 9. 

rs 9. He bowed the heavens alfo, and came dowd, 
&c.] To execute wrath and vengeance on wicked 
men; which is always the fenfe of thefe phrafes 
when they go together ; fee P/a/, cxliv. 6—8. J/a, 
Ixiv. 1, 2. The Targum is, He bowed the heavens, 
and his glory appeared; that is, the glory of his 
power, and of his mighty hand of vengeance; for 
not his grace and mercy, but his indignation and 
wrath fhewed themfelves; for it follows, And 
darknefs was under bis feet , the Targum is, a dark 
cloud, expreffive of the awfulnefs of the difpenfa- 
tion to wicked men; whovare not allowed to fee the 
face of God, are debarred his prefence, and denied 
communion with him, and to whom every thing 
appears awful and terrible, Pfal. xcvii. 2—5. 

y. 10. And he rede upon a cherub, and did fly, 
&c.] The Targum renders it in the plural number, 
cherubim, and fo the Septuagint, Syriac, and Ara- 
. bie verfions ; and by whom may be meant, either 
the angels, who are as horfes and chariots, on 
whom Febovab rides, and whom he makes ufe 
of as executioners of his wrath and vengeance, 
Zech. vi. 5. Pfal. \xviii. 17. and to whom wings 
are afligned as a token of fwiftnefs, J/a. vi. 2. or 
rather the minifters of the gofpel, who are the living 
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creatures in Rev. iv. 7, 8. and an{wer to the che- 


rubim in Ezekiel’s viBons ; and whom God made - 


ufe of, efpecially after the death of Chrift, and 
when the gofpel was rejected by the Jews, to car- 
ry it into the Gentile world, which was done by 
them with great {peed and fwiftnefs; and Maimo- 
nides “ gives acaution, not to underftand the phrafe, 
be did fly, as of God, but of the cherub. Yea, be 
did fly upon the wings of the wind, which may de- 
fign the {peedy help and affiftance God gave to his 
Son, and gives to his people; and the fwift deftruc- 
tion of their enemies; fee P/a/. civ. 3, 4. the words 
in 2 Sam. xxil. 11. with only the variation of a let- 
ter in one word, are, and be was feen upon the 
wings of the wind; which were both true ; nor need 
a various reading be fuppofed, the pfalmift ufing 
both words at different times, fuitable to his pur- 
pofe, and which both exprefs his fenfe. Wings 
are afcribed to the winds by the heathen poets, and 
they are reprefented as winged on ancient monu- 
ments ™. 

¥. 11. He made darknefs bis feeret place, &c.] 
Which, and the dark waters in the next claufe, 
are the fame with the thick clouds in the laft, in 
which Fehovab is reprefented as wrapping himfelf, 
and in which he lies hid as in a fecret place; not fo 
as that he cannot fee others, as wicked men ima- 
gine, Fob xxii. 13, 14. but as that he cannot be be- 
held by others; the Targum interprets it, ** he caufed 
«< his /hekinab to dwell in darknefs.” His pavilion 
round about bim were dark waters, and thick clouds of 
the fkies , thefe were as a tent or tabernacle, in which 
he dwelt unfeen by men; fee Fed xxxvi, 29. all this, 
may defign the dark difpenfation of the Jews, af- 
ter their rejection and crucifixion of Chrift; when 
God departed. from them, left their houfe defolate, 
and them, without his prefence and proteétion ; 
when the light of the gofpel was taken away from 
them, and blindnefs happened unto them, and 


they had eyes that they fhould not fee, and were 


given up to a judicial darknefs of mind and hard- 
nefs of heart; which were fome of the dark, deep, 
and myfterious methods of divine providence, with 
refpect to which God may be faid to be furrounded 
with darknefs, dark waters, and thick clouds; fee 
Kom, Xi, 75 8. 255,22, 33. 


¥. 12. At the brightnefs that was before bim, 


&c.] The lightning that came out of the thick 
clouds ; which may denote, either the coming of 
Chrift to take vengeance on the Jewith nation, 
which was fwift and fudden, clear and manifeft ; 
or the fpreading of the gofpel in the Gentile world, 
in which Chrift, the brightnefs of his Father’s glo- 
ry, appeared to the illumination of many; fee 
Mait, xxiv. 27, and both may be intended, asthe 
effects following fhow. His thick clouds pajfed ; 
that is, pafled away; the grofs darknefs, which 
had for fo many years covered the Gentile world, 
was removed, when God fent forth his light and 
truth ; and multitudes, who were darknefs itfelf, 
were made light inthe Lord. Hail-ftones and coals 
of fire; the fame gofpel that was enlightening to 
the Gentiles, and the favour of life unto life un- 
tothem, was grievous, like hail-ftones, and tor- 
menting, fcorching, irritating and provoking, like 
coals of fire, and the favour of death unto death 
to the Jews; when God provoked them, by fend- 
ing the gofpel among the Gentiles, and calling 
them : or thefe may defign the heavy, awful, and 


confuming judgments of God upon them, which 


are 
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ere fometimes fignified by hail-ftorms ; fee Rev. 
viii. 7, and xvi. 11. In 2 Sam. xxii, 13. it is on- 
ly, Through the brightnefs before him were coals of 
fire kindied. 

y. 13. The Lord alfo thundered in the heavens, 
&c.] By his apoftles and minifters, fome of which 
were Boanergeses, fons of thunder, whofe miniftry 
was ufeful to fhake the confciences of men, and 
bring them to a fenfe of themfelves, Mark iii. 17. 
And the Higheft gave his voice ; the fame with thun- 
der; for thunder is often called the voice of the 
Lord, Yob xxxvii. 5. and xl. 9. P/fal. xxix. 3—9. 
compare with this P/al. Ixviii. 11. the Targum in- 
terprets it, He lift up bis word; the fame effects as 
before follow, Aail-ftones and coals of fire. 

¥. 14. Yea, he fent out bis arrows, &c.] By 
which thunderbolts, cracks of thunder, and flafhes 
of lightning, feem to be meant; fee P/al. Ixxvii. 
17, 18. and cxliv, 6. comparable to arrows fhot, 
and fent out of a bow; and may denote, either 
the doétrines of the gofpel, which were fharp in the 
hearts of Chrift’s enemies, and are either the means 
of fubduing them to him, or of deftroying them, be- 
ing the favour of death unto death ; or however, 
like arrows, give great pain and uneafinefs, where 
they ftick, and grievoufly diftrefs and torment; as 
does the fire which comes out of the mouth of the 
two witneffes, Rev. xi. 5, 10. The Targum is, 
“© He fent his word as arrows ;” or elfe the judg- 
ments of God are meant, as famine, peftilence, and 
the fword, which God fent unto, and {pent upon 
the Jewifh nation, Deut. xxxii.23. nd fcattered 
them; among the nations of the world, where they 
have been difperfed ever fince. And he fhot out 
lightnings ; or many lightnings, fo the Targum: and 
difcomfited thems troubled, terrified and diftrefled 
them. 

¥. 15. Then the channels of water were feen, &c.] 
Or, of the fea; as in 2 Sam, xxii. 16. There feems 
to be an allufion to the drying up of the fea when 
the J/raelites pafled through it. Aden Ezra inter- 
prets this of the difcovery of the fecrets of enemies, 
and of their deep fchemes and counfels which they 
feek to hide, but are made known by him who fees 
all things in the dark ; and fo the following 
claufe. And the foundations of the world were dif- 
covered; but it rather feems to intend the utter 
extirpation and ruin of the Jewifh nation, both in 
their civil and ecclefiaftic ftate, the foundation of 
which was rooted up and laid bare; unlefs with 
Ferom, we underftand this of the minifters of the 
word, in whom the doctrines of Grace were chan- 
nelled, and who were as fountains of water; and of 
the foundation of the apoftles and prophets made 
known in the gofpel : but the former fenfe is beft ; 
fince itfollows, At thy rebuke, O Lord; at the blaft 
of the breath of thy noftrils ; for the deftru€tion of 
the Jews was the effect of divine wrath and ven- 
geance: fo ends the account of the wonderful ap- 
pearance of God in favour of the perfon the fub- 
jet of this pfalm, and againft his enemies; the de- 
liverance wrought for him is next defcribed. 

¥. 16. He fent from above, &c.] Either his 
hand, as in P/al. cxliv. 7. he exerted and difplayed 
his mighty power in raifing Chrift from the dead ; 
or he fent help from his fan€tuarys asin P/al. 
xx. 2. and helped and ftrengthened him in a day 
of falvation; or when he’wrought out the falva- 
tion of his people; or he fent his word, as in P/al. 
cvii. 20. his word of command, to take up his life 
again, as he had given it to lay it down, Fobn x. 18. 
The Targum is, He fent bis prophets, but it may 
be much better fupplied, he fent his angels, or an 
angel, as he did at his refurrection, who. rolled 


> 
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away the ftone from the fepulchre, asa token 
his juftification and difcharge : fo Farchi interp 
it, he fent his angels; and Aben Ezra fupplies it 
thus, “ he fent his word or his angel :” unlefs the 
fenfe fhould be, as Cocceius fuggefts; he fent a cloud 
from above, which was done at Chrift’s afcenfion, 
and which received him out of the fight of the 


apoftles, Ads i.g. Since it follows, He took mes | 


that is, up to heaven; thither Chrift was carried in 
a cloud, one of God’s chariots, he fent for him ; 
and where he is received, and will be retained until 
his fecond coming; though rather the fenfe is, he 
took me by the hand: be drew me out of many wa- 
ters. This is faid either in allufion to Mo/fes, who 
had his name from his being drawn out of the 
water, Exod. ii. 10. and who was an eminent type 
of Chrift ; and this is the only place where the 
Hebrew word is made ufe of from whence he had 
his name ; or elfe to a man plunged in water ready 
to be drowned; fee P/fal. xix. 1,2. By thefe 
many waters, may be meant the many afflictions, 
forrows, and fufferings from which Chrift was 
freed, when raifed from the dead, and highly ex- 
alted and crowned with glory and honour ; and the 
torrent of fins which flowed in upon him at the 
time he was made fin for his people, from which 
he was juftified when rifen; and fo will appear a 
fecond time without fin unto falvation ; and the 
wrath of God, the waves and billows of which 
went over him, and compaffed him about as 
water, at the time of his fufferings ; from which he 
was delivered when he was fhewn the path of 
life, and entered into the prefence of God, and fat 
at his right hand, where are joys and pleafures for 
evermore; and alfo his grand enemy Satan, with 
his principalities and powers, who came in like a 
flood upon him ; but he deftroyed him and fpoiled 
them ; and particularly the floods of ungodly men, 
fpoken of in ¥. 4. feem to be here defigned, com- 
pare with this P/a/. cxliv. 7. So, many waters, fig- 
nify many people and nations, Rev. xvii. 15. and 
accordingly the Targum is, «* he delivered me from 
** many people.” This was true of Chrift when 
rifen and afcended ; he was then feparate from fin- 
ners, and made higher than the heavens ; and this 
fenfe is confirmed by the following words, where 
what is expreffed figuratively here, is there literally 
explained. y 

¥. 17. He delivered me from my jirong enemy, 
&c.] Which, as it may refpeét David, may be 
underftood of Goliath the Philifine champion,who 
was a man of war from his youth; or Sau/, king 
of J/rael; and as it may refpect David’s antitype, 
may defign either the chief priefts, fcribes and Pha- 
rifees, who were men of power and influence; or 
more efpecially Satan, the ftrong man armed, 
with all his principalities and powers; or, like- 
wife death, the laft enemy, from whofe pains and 
cords he was loofed when raifed from the dead, 
and when he was delivered from every other ftrong 
enemy. And from them which bated me; from the 
old ferpent the devil, between whom and him there 
has been a lafting enmity; and from the world, 
the people of the Jews, particularly the Pharifees, 
who bore an implacable hatred to Chrift. For they 
were too firong for me; as Goliath and Saul were too 
{trong for David of himfelf, fo Chrift’s enemies 


were too ftrong for him; not as God, for he is-— 


the mighty God, the almighty, and ftronger than 
the {trong man armed, but as man; for in his 
human nature he had a finlefs weaknefs, which 
fhewed itfelf in his agonies in the garden ; or a na- 
tural weaknefs, through which he was crucified, 
and this weak nature of Chrift Satan attacked, and 
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got an advantage over, and brought it to the duft 
of death, which is meant by his bruifing his heel, 
though by it he got a broken head. But though 
Chrift’s enemies were too ftrong for him, confidered 
merely as man, they not being, at leaft many of 
them, flefh and blood, but principalities and 
powers ; yet being helped by his father, and fup- 
ported by his divine nature, he overcame them, and 
was delivered from them.- 

y¥. 18. They prevented me in the day of my cala- 
mity, &cc.) Referring to the times of his diftrefs 
in the garden and upon the crofs; the time of his 
fufferings and death, which was a dark and cloudy 
day, as the word * ufed fuggefts, both in a literal 
and in a fpiritual fenfe; and when the day and 
hour was come, fixed and determined by the will 
of God, then his enemies, though not before, met 
him, laid hold on him, were too mighty for him, 
condemned, crucified and infulted him. But the 
Lord was my fray; or ftaff, on whom he leaned, 
relied and depended, believing he would help him ; 
and by whom he was fupported and upheld, Z/aiab 
xlii. 1. and 1. 7, 8, 9. and xlix. 7, 8. The Tar- 
gum is, “ The word of the Lord was my ftay.” 

y.19. He brought me forth alfo into a large 
place, &c.| Into heaven, a place of the glorious 
liberty of Chrift, after his captivity to death and 
the grave, whither he afcended leading captivity 
captive, and of the children of God; and a 
fpacious place, where there is room enough for 
Chrift and all his people; here he now is, and 
will remain till his fecond coming, and from 
hence we expect him ; fee Fobw xiv. 2, 3.’ Com- 
pare with this P/al. xxxi. 8. and cxviii. 5. He 
delivered me, becaufe he delighted in me; God de- 
livered David from all his enemies, becautfe he 
was a man after his own heart, in whom he de- 
lighted ; not for any merit and worthinefs in him, 
but of his good will and pleafure : he delivered 
Chrift becaufe he was his elect, in whom his foul 
delighted ; and who was daily his delight, rejoicing 
in his prefence before the world was: and he de- 
livers his church and people, becaufe they are his 
Hephzibah, in whom is his delight ; the Father 
delighted in them, and therefore chofe them to fal- 
vation ; the Son delighted in them, and gave him- 
felf for them, and ranfomed them out of the 
hands of him that is ftronger than they ; the holy 
Spirit delighted in them, and therefore regenerates, 
renews, and fanétifies them, and feals them up unto 
the day of redemption. 

y. 20. The Lord rewarded me according to my 
righteoufnefs, 8c.) Which, if applied to David, 
cannot be underftood of his own perfonal righte- 
oufnefs, or of works of righteoufnefs done by him, 
for thefe merit nothing at the hand of God ; no 
reward, in ftri€t juftice, is due to them, or given 
to them: a man’s own righteoufnefs is imperfect, 
and by the law of God is not accounted a righte- 
oufnefs ; and it is unprofitable to God, is no gain 
to him, and fo not rewardable by him; and were 
it perfect, it is but man’s duty, and what God has 


a prior right to, and fo is not recompenfed by him ;, 


though it is fo far from being pure and perfect, 

that it is attended with much fin, and is no other 

‘than rags and filthy ones, which can never recom- 

‘mend a perfon to God ; it is what will not bear 

‘the fight of God, and can never be called clean- 

nefs in his eye-fight: by it no man is juftified be- 
: zt 
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fore him ; and though God does, indeed, reward 
the works of his people, which are fruits of his 
grace, yet the reward is not of debt, but of grace. 
This, therefore, mutt be underftood of the righte- 
oufnefs of David's caufe, and of his inhocence 
with refpect to the things he was charged with by 
his enemies ; of his righteoufnefs towards Sax]; and 
of the cleannefi of his bands, in not defiling them 
with his blood, when it was in his power to take 
away his life; therefore God rewarded him by de- 
livering him out of his hands, and fetting him upon 
the throne, and caufing his kingdom to flourifh 
and profper ; for this refpects temporal bleffings, 
and not eternal glory and happinefs ; and is fome- 
thing that had been and was then enjoyed, and 
not any thing future, or in another world: though 
it is beft of all to apply it to Chrift, and under- 
ftand it of his righteoufnefs, which he, as mediator, 
has wrought out for his people; this is perfect, 
tet and fpotlefs, and entirely agreeable to the 
aw of God; what will bear the fight of God, is 
fatisfying to his juftice, is well pleafing to him, 
and is what he accepts of, and imputes to them that 
believe in Chrift, and by which they are juttified 
from all things. Now according to this righteouf- 
nefs, Chrift in ftrict juftice has been rewarded in 
his own perfon ; as he had the work of man’s re- 
demption affigned him, and he agreed to do it, he 
had a reward promifed him, and which he claimed, 
when he had glorified his father and finifhed his 
work ; and which he received when he was fet 
down at the right hand of God, crowned with 
glory and honour, in confequence of his obedience, 
fufferings and death; fee Phil. ii. 7—10, and he 
is rewarded in his members according to his righte- 
oufnefs, they being juftified by it, and made heirs 
of eternal life on account of it, and are or will be 
glorified with him for evermore. According to the 
cleannefs of my bands bath be recompenfed me; which 
fignifies the fame thing. 

y.20. For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 
&c.] Not thofe which the Liérd himfelf walks in, 
his ways of providence, or of grace ; though thefe 
are and fhould be taken notice of and obferved by 
good men, as the word ” ufed;will bear to be 
rendered ; but the ways whiclthe has_prefcribed 
and direéted men to walk in, the ways of his com- 
mandments, in which they fhould go; thefe were, 
in fome meafure, kept by David, who often, in 
Pfal. cxix. fpeaks of his keeping the teftimonies 
and ftatutes, and ‘commandments of the Lord; as 
they are by good men, with fome degree of plea- 
fure, they take delight to walk in them ; and with 
fome degree of conftancy, they keep walking in 
them, without turning to the right hand or the 
left, though folicited to it; but yet not perfectly, 
for they have many a flip and fall in them; 
wherefore this-cannot be a. reafon of their be- 
ing rewarded according to their righteoufnefs : in 
ftri&t juftice, the words better agree with Chrift, 
who kept the law of God perfectly, did his will 
compleatly ; hecame from heaven to do it; it was 
his meat and drink to accomplifh it; and he :al- 
ways did the things which pleafed his father, 
wherefore he rewarded him. And have not wickedly 
departed from my God, which was, in fome fenfe, 
true of David ; not as by difbelieving the power and 
providence, the promifes, truth and faithfulnefs of 
God, and his covenant-intereft in him; which to 

do 
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do would have been a wicked departure from God ; 
fee Heb. iii. 12. nor by forfaking the houfe, and 
worthip of God ; though he was driven from thence 
by wicked men, yet fore againft his will, and which 
during his exile he frequently laments and com- 
plains of; nor by fining wilfully and prefumptu- 
oufly, only through error, inadvertency, infirmity 
and temptation: but when it is obferved, how 
much unbelief, which is a partial departing from 
the living God, and how many there are that neglect 
private and public worfhip, and what a pronenefs 
there is to fin and wickednefs, and how much there 
is of the will in finful a€tions, in the beft of men 5 
it isright and beft to underftand this of Chrift,who 
never was guilty ‘of fin, nor committed any wicked- 
nefs in departing from God in the leaft: as man, 
God was his God, and he always believed his inte- 
reft in him, and claimed it even when he forfook 
him on the crofs ; nor did he quit his fervice, de- 
fert his caufe, nor depart from the work and bufi- 
nefs he enjoined him, till it was finifhed. 

y. 22. For all his judgments were before me, &c.] 
That is, the precepts of the law of God, which 
David had a refpeét unto, loved, took delight and 
pleafure in, and fo had them all in his fight, and 
made them the rule of his actions ; and the law of 
God is delighted in by regenerate perfons, after the 
inward man; and though it is abolifhed as a co- 
venant of works, it is a ruleof walk and converfa- 
tion to the faints; and as fuch they keep it in 
view, and regard it impartially, not only fome of 
its precepts, but all. This in the higheft and fulleft 
fenfe was done by Chrift, who was made under 
the law, in whofe heart it was, and who came to 
fulfil it, and has compleatly fulfilled it. ud J 
did not put away bis fiatutes from mes, in 2 Sam. 
XXii, 23. itisread, And as for bis flatutes, I did not 
depart from them ; the fenfe is the fame ; this. may 
have refpect to the ceremonial law, and the ordi- 
nances of it, which David abode by, very ftriétly 
obferved, renewed and put in order; and which 
Chrift, his antitype, never departed from, but con- 
formed unto throughout the whole of his life; 
witnefs his circumcifion, keeping of the paffover, 
attendance on the fynagogue and temple-worfhip ; 
nor did he put them away until they had their full 
accomplifhment in him; when there was a difanul- 
ing of them becaufe of their weaknefs and unpro- 
fitablenefs. 

y. 23. I was alfo upright before him, &c.) In 
heart and converfation, being fincere and faithful ; 
fo David was in the fight of God; but this is 
much more true of Chrift, in whom there was no 
unrighteoufnefs nor guile, neither in his heart, nor 
in his lips; he was of perfect integrity, and faith- 
ful in all things to him that appointed him. And 
I kept myfelf from mine iniquity ; which fome inter- 
pret of original fin, in which David was born, 
which dwelt in him, and prompted him to fin; 
but rather, it refers to the taking away of Szujl’s 
life, which he might be tempted to do, as being 
his enemy that fought his life; and which he was 
put upon and urged to by fome about him, and 
yet did it not. But it is beft here alfo to apply 
thefe words to Chrift, for though he had no ini- 
quity of his own, yet. he had the iniquities of his 
people on him, as their furety, and which he calls 
mine, Pfal.xl.12. But though he bore them, he 
did not commit any of them; though he was made 
fin, he knew none; and though he was tempted 
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by Satan to the moft enormous iniquities, as de- 
ftroying himfelf and worfhipping the devil, he kept 
himfelf from the evil One that he could not touch 
him: the fenfe is, that he kept himfelf from com- 
mitting any fin, which cannot be faid of any mere 
man ; and fo far as good men are kept from fin, 
they are kept by the power of God, and not by 
themfelves. All thefe things fhew, that the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift was a perfect, finlefs one, entirely 
agreeable to the laws, ftatutes, and judgments of 
God; was pure in the fight of God, and reward- 
able in ftrict juftice., Hence it is repeated as fol- 
lows : y 

x. 24. Therefore hath the Lord recompenfed me 
according to my righteoufnefs, &c.] Haying proved 
and fupported this propofition by the above i 
fons, it is repeated, for confirmation-fake: ccord- 
ing to the cleannefs of my bands in his eye-fight ; this 
phrafe, in his eye-/ight, is here added, to fhew that 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift was clean, pure, and. 
fpotlefs in the fight of God ; in the eye of divine’ 
juftice : hence thofe that are clothed with it, are 
holy and unblameable, and irreproveable in his 
fight, Col. i. 22. ae 

¥. 25. With the merciful thou wilt fhew thyfelf 
merciful, &c.| The merciful man is the good, 
gracious, holy and godly man, as the word ” here 
ufed fignifies, and is fometimes rendered ; one that 
has received grace and mercy from the Lord, and 
has principles of grace and goodnefs wrought in 
him, and is kind and merciful to others, both to 
their fouls and bodies ; and to fuch men God fhews 
himfelf merciful: not that they are firft merciful to 
others and then he is fo to them, for it is juft the 
reverfe ; nor is their mercifulnefs the caufe or con- 
dition of his, for he has mercy on whom he will 
have mercy ; but to fuch he fhews frefh mercy, 
and beftows more grace upon them; they find 
grace and mercy with him now, and will do here- 
after ; fee Matt. v. 7. This.may be applied to 
Chrift, all whofe ways are mercy and truths; he 
faw the eftate his people would come into; he 
pitied their cafe, and became their furety in eter- 
nity 3 he betrothed them to himfelf in loving 
kindnefs and tender mercies; and undertook to 
feed the flock of flaughter, even the poor of the 
flock ; having, through his merciful loving kind- 
nels, aflumed human nature, he went about doing 
good to the fouls and bodies of men; he healed 
the difeafed and fed the hungry, and had com- 
paffion on the ignorant, and them that were out of 
the way ; and, as a merciful high prieft, he bore 
the fins and forrows of his people; andin his love 
and pity redeemed them, and continues to fympa- 
thize with them in all their afflictions and tempta- 
tions; and though no mercy was fhewn him whi 
he was fuffering for them, for God {pared him 
not, but awoke the {word of juftice againft him, 
and ufed him with the utmoft rigour and fey tys 
yet fatisfaction being made, he did not leave him 
in the grave, nor fufier his holy, good, and mer- 
ciful One to fee corruption ; but raifed him f 7m 
thedead, prevented him with the bleflings of his 
goodnefs, and fet upon his head a crown of ho- 
nour and glory. With an upright man thou wilt 


foew thyfelf uprights an upright man, as the 
an, not 


word * ufed fignifies, is a perfect mi : 
lutely, but comparatively ; not in him 
Chrift ; perfect with a perfection of parts, 
of degrees ; he is one that is upright in 


* TON perfecto, Pagninus, 


She 


PL xviii. ¥.26—29: 
‘cere and without hypocrify ; am J/raelite indeed, 
whofe faith, hope and love are undifguifed ; he is 
a man of integrity, a faithful man, faithful to 
God, his caufe and intereft, his word and ordi- 
‘nances, and is faithful with the faints; he walks 
uprightly according to the rule of God’s word, and 
by faith in Chrift; and to fuch upright men God 
fhews himfelf upright, or faithful, by keeping his 
covenant with them, fulfilling his promifes to them, 
and not fuffering one good thing to fail, he has 
given them reafon to expect from him. This may 
alfo be interpreted of Chrift, who is in the higheft 


and fulleft fenfe perfe&t, upright, and fincere, and | 


faithful to him that appointed him ; and as he has 
been faithful in all his covenant-engagements with 
his father, fo his father has been faithtul to him in 
making good allhepromifed him ; both with refpect 
to his own glory, and the happinefs of his people ; 
fee I/a. liii. 1o——12.Fobn xvii. 4,5. Phil. ii. g, 10. 

¥. 26. With the pure thou wilt fhew thyfelf pure, 
&c.] None of Adam’s pofterity are pure by nature ; 
they are all defiled with fin; and tho’ fome are pure 


in their own eyes, they are far from being cleanf- | 


ed from their filthinefs; fuch only are pure who 
are fanétified by the Spirit of God, have clean 
hearts, created in them, and whofe hearts are puri- 
fied by faith in the blood of Chrift; who are juf- 
tified by Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and are wafhed 
from their fins in his blood; and whe, in confe- 


quence of fuch grace, love purenefs of heart, {peak | 


a pure language, hold the myftery of faith in a 
pure confcience, and with a pure converfation, and 
live foberly, righteoufly and godly: and whereas 
God is a pure and holy being, his perfections, 
works, and word are pure; he fhews himfelf to be 
fo to fuch perfons, by providing for the honour of 
his purity and holinefs in their redemption, fancti- 
fication and falvation ; by making all things to be 
pure to them; by granting them his prefence, and 
blefting them with the vifion of himfelf here and 
hereafter; fee Matt. v. 8. this may likewife be 
underftood of Chrift, who, in his human nature, 
is pure from all fin, both original and a¢tual: he 
indeed took upon him the fins of his people, and 
bore them, and made fatisfaétion for them, and 
brought in everlafting righteoufnefs 5 which being 
done, God has fhewed himfelf pure to him, by 
juftifying, acquitting, and difcharging him from 
all fuch fins; by accepting his righteoufnefs, and 
imputing it to thofe for whom he wrought it. dad 
with the froward thou wilt foew thyfelf froward ; 
or thou wrestle#*, or wilt contend with them un- 
til they are deftroyed: the fame word is here ufed 
which Naphibali has his name from, Gea. xxx. 6. 


The froward are fuch as are of perverfe difpofi- 


tions, and of ftubborn and obftinate tempers, and 
whofe ways are crooked and diftorted; and fuch 
were the people of the Jews in the times of Mo/es, 
and of Chrift, Deut. eee 20. Matth, xvii. 17. 
and who feem here to be defigned ; even the Jews 
in Chrift’s time, who were juft the reverfe of the 
above charaéters, were cruel and unmerciful, faith- 
lefs and hypocritical, filthy and impure, difbe- 
lieved the Meffiah, rejected and crucified him, 
were contrary to God, and toall men; and there- 
fore God walked contrary to them, as he threaten- 
ed, Lev. xxvi. 27, 28. the fame as fhewing him- 
felf froward to them; for God is not froward and 
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perverfe in himfelf, nor in his ways, which are all 


equal, juft, and pure: and though there is one 


and the fame word ufed in our verfion, yet there 
are two different words in the Hebrew text; the 
fame word that is ufed of the froward, is not ufed 
of God; that which is ufed of God, as before ob- 
ferved, fignifies wreftling, and defigns God’s con= 
tending with the people of the Jews, in a way of 
wrath and fury, which came upon them to the ut- 
termoft, and iffued in their entire ruin as a people 
and nation ; the words here had their fulfilment in 
the deftruction of Ferufalem. 


¥. 27. For thou wilt fave the affifted peo- 


ple, &c.] As the people of God commonly are; 


they are afflicted with fin, and the corruption of 
their own hearts, and with Satan and his tempta- . 
tions, and with the world, its reproaches and per- 
fecutions ; but God in his own time faves them 
out of them, if not here, yet hereafter. This is par- 
ticularly and eminently true of the chriftians, who 
lived between the crucifixion of Chrift and the de- 
{truction of Ferufalem, who were greatly afflicted 
and perfecuted by the Jews, but were in a remark= 
able manner faved a little before the deftruétion of 
Ferufalem, by being directed to go out of it to a 
place called Pella‘; fo that not one chriftian fuf+ 
fered in it, But wilt bring down high looks; or 
proud men, whom God humbles; thefe he ab- 
hors, refifts, fets himfelf againft, featters and de- 
ftroys. The Jews were a very proud people, and 
behaved in an infolent and infulting manner ‘to- 
wards Chrift and his followers; but the high looks 
of the chief priefts, fcribes and Pharifees, were 
brought down to a purpofe, when their city, tem 


ple and nation, were deftroyed ; fee Las ii 11, 


y. 28. For thou wilt light my candle, &c.] or 


lamp‘: in 2 Sam, xxii. 29. it is, Thou art my lamp, 
O Lord; which may either defign outward pro- 
fperity, and the flourifhing condition of David's 
kingdom ; or internal, fpiritual light, and an in- 


creafe of it, by giving frefh fupplies of the oil of 
grace, to cauie the lamp to burn more clearly ; or 
rather, the profperous eftate of Chrift’s kingdom 5 


and may be the fame with the lamp ordained for 
the Meffiah, P/al. cxxxii. 17, The Lord my God 
will enlighten my darkne/s; or caufe light to fhine in 


my darknefs°, that is, bring me out of darknefs in- 


to light; either out of adverfity to profperity, o; 
Rout walking in darknefs, to the ae ee oe Aiba 
light of his countenance; and is true of Chrift, 


not only of the profperity of his kingdom and in- 
tereft, but of him perfonally ; who though, when 
on the crofs, was in darknefs of foul, being forfa- 
ken by his God; yet when raifed from the dead 
he was received up to heaven, and fet down at the 
right hand of God, and was made full of joy with 
his countenance, és ii. 28. 
¥. 29. Por by thee [have run through a troop, &c.] 
Or, [have run to a troop; to meet one, ‘ with courage 
and intrepidity, as fome interpret it®; or as others, 
I have run after a troop; that is, purfued after one, 
as David purfued after the troops of the Amale- 
kites who burnt Ziklag, 1 Sam. xxx. 8. to which 
Farchi refers this paflage; or rather, I have broke 
a troop, or through one’; for the word, as fome 
Jewith writers * obferve, comes from a root, which 
fignifies to break in pieces, and is fitly ufed for the 
deftroying, or cutting in pieces a troop of the ene- 
. my $ 
© Eufeb, 
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my; and is true of Chrift, when he engaged with 
the troops of hell, and broke the fquadrons of the 
infernal fiends, and fpoiled or difarmed principali- 
ties and powers, and triumphed over them on the 
- crofs, and made a fhew of them openly, when he 
dragged them at his chariot-wheels, and led capti- 
vity captive. And by my God have I leaped over a 
wall; which refers to the fcaling of walls, and tak- 


ing of fortified places; and fo the Targum, By’ 


the word of my God I will fubdue fortified towns ; fo 
Apollinarius has it, pafled over a tower, or took it; 
which was literally true of David, in many inftan- 
ces. archi applies this to his taking the fortrefs 
of Zion from the Febufites: a learned writer ' thinks 
this refers to his leaping over the city-wall, and 
flipping through the city-watch, when Michal let him 
down thorough a window: it may be applied to 
Chrift, who broke down the middle wall of parti- 
tion, the ceremonial law, which ftood between Jew 
and Gentile; or rather, it may defign the many 
difficulties which were in the way of the falvation 
of his people, which he furmounted. and got over 
with great ftrength and fwiftnefs ; fuch as fulfilling 
the law, fatisfying juftice, bearing fin, and mak- 
ing atonement for it, undergoing a fhameful and 
an accurfed death, and grappling with numerous 
enemies, whoni he conquered ; and he is faid to do 
all this by his God; becaufe, as man and medi- 
ator, he was ftrengthened and affifted by him. 

y. 30. As for God, bis way is perfect, &c.] 
Or without fpot™, as the Septuagint render the 
word ; without any juft charge of inequality, or 
unrighteoufnefs ; fuch is God’s way of providence, 
though fometimes his methods of providence are 
cavilled at by wicked men, and murmured at by 
his own people: they are at a lofs, at times, to re- 
cconcile promifes and providences together, and to 
account for the juftice and equity of them; thefe 
ways of his are unfearchable, and not to be traced 
out by them but when his judgments will be 
made manifeft, the wifdom, goodnefs, and righ- 
teoufnefs of them will be clearly difcerned, and they 
will be admired; for they are all of a piece, and 
perfectly confiftent with the attributes of God: and 
fuch alfo is his way of grace, and method of fal- 
vation; it is agreeable to all his perfections, and 
according to his purpofes, counfel and covenant ; 
this being refolved on in his breaft, contrived by 
his wifdom, and concluded on in the covenant, has 
been effected and finifhed by his Son; and his in- 
ward way of working upon the heart, though at 
prefent imperfect, will be compleated ; he is a 
rock, and his work is perfect, and all his ways are 
judgment : whatever way or method he contrives 
and enters upon, whether in providence or grace, 
he purfues and brings to an iffue; for he is anom- 
nipotent, omnifcient, and unchangeable being, and 
neither fruftrates, nor is he fruftrated ; nor is there 
any infincerity, unrighteoufnefs, and unfaithfulnefs 
in him; nor can he act contrary to himfelf, and 
the perfections of his nature: the way alfo which 
‘he prefcribes to others is perfect and plain ; whether 
the path of doctrine or of duty ; the path of truth 
is plain to the enlightened underftanding, and the 
way of holinefs is fuch, in which men, though 
fools, fhall not err; fee Prov. viii. 8, 9. I/a. xxxv. 
8., The word of the Lord is tried; as filver ina 
furnace, and is clear of all drofs, of error and 
falfhood ; is free from human mixtures, and with- 
out any impurity and unholinefs; nor is God’s 
word of promife chargeable with unfaithfulnefs ; 


1 Delangy’s Life of King David, vol. 1. p. 63. 
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all his promifes being yea and amen in Chrift, and — 


As light and fwift as’ theirs, as the Targum that 
tu» Sad , ; 0) aoc See 


have been tried and proved by the faints in all 
ages ; and have been found true, faithful, conftant, 
and invariable. He is a buckler ‘to all thofe that 
trust in bim; not in man, nor in themfelves; in 
their own righteoufnefs, or in any creature or crea- 
ture-enjoyment or performance; but in the pro- 
vidence and power of God, in his grace and mer- 
cy, inhis word, and efpecially in his Son; imhis 
perfon, blood, and righteoufnefs ; to fuch he is a 
buckler or fhield: his power is all around them, 
his favour encompafies them, ard his truth, or 
faithfulnefS in his word, is their fhield and buck- 
ler: and fo is his Son, who is both a fun and fhield 
to them; and fuch are his precious blood, his 
{potlefs righteoufneis, and atoning facrifice; which 
being held up by faith, repel the fiery darts of 
Satan. 

¥. 31. For who is God, fave the Lord? 8c. Or 
Febovah ? there is but one God, and Febovab is hes 
there is none befides him, nor any like him : there 
are many that are called gods, nominal deities, who 
are not by nature gods; fictitious ones, the idols 
of the Gentiles, made of gold, filver, brafs, wood 
and ftone; but there is but one true God: there 
are gods, in an improper fenfe, as civil magiftrates 5 
but there is none really and truly fo but the Lord; 
which is to be underftood, not of /ebovab the 
ther, to. the exclufion. of the Son and Spirit; 4 
the Son is Febovab, and the Spirit is Febowah 5 
both are fo called, as well as the Father, and all 
three one God. Or who is a rack, fave our odd 


to have recourfe to for fhelter and protection3 or 


to truft to, and build upon, for eternal life and 
falvation. Falfe gods are rocks; but not like 
ours, our enemies themfelves being judges, Deut. 
XXxll. 31. fo Apollo at Delphos is called the Del- 
phian rock": the words feem to be taken from, 
or at leaft there is in them a reference to 1 Sam. 
it. 2. 

_ ¥. 32. It is God that girdeth me with Strength, 
&c.] For battle, as in y. 39. with ftrength of 
body and’ fortitude of mind; both which are 
from the Lord, and were in David; and were ac- 
knowledged by him as beftowed on him by the 
Lord; and which confirms what he had before faid 
of him: or with fpiritual ftrength, with ftrength 
in his foul, againft fin, Satan, and the world ; 
and to do the will and work of God: faints are 
girt by the Lord with the whole armour of God, 
and among the reft with the girdle of truth; and 
are prepared and ready. to every good work; fee 
1 Sam. ii.,4. Hannab’s fong is again referred to: in 
2. Sam. xxii. 33. the words are, God is my firength 
and powers they aréttrue of Chrift, the. man of 
Godehehe handy whom he promifed to ftrength- 
en, and. Whom he has made ftrong for himielf. 
Pfal. \xxx. 17. and Ixxxix. 21. Aud maketh my way 
perfec? ; or fafe, or profperous. God remo 
every impediment and obftacle out of his way, 
and made it plain and eafy, as Zarchi obferves ; 
and fucceeded him, and gave him victory over his 
enemies ; this has ae ho has 
conquered, fin, Satan, the world, death, and the 
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grave : for this is not to be underftood p the wa 
and courfe of David's lifé’and converfation, whi 


was not perfect and unfpotted, but h 
mifhes and imperfeétions 
owns, confeffes, and bewails. — 
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_s, either to fee, when there was a neceffity for it, 
as Kimchi obferves; or rather to purfue after the 
~ enemy, to run through a troop, ‘and leap over a 
wall, as before; fee 1 Chron. xii. 8. 2 Sam. ii. 18, 
19. the fame phrafe is ufed in Hab. ili. 19. and 
may be underftood in a fpiritual fenfe, of that 
readinefs and chearfulnefs with which the faints run 
the ways of God’s commandments, when their 
hearts are enlarged with his love and grace; and 
may very well be applied to Chrift, who is often 
compared toa roe, or a young hart, for {wiftnefs; 
who readily and at once engaged to come and do 
the will of God, and whofe coming in the flefh, at 
the appointed time, was fwift ; and who made hafte 
to dothe work of God, in which ke took the ut- 
moft pleafure; and who is a fpeedy and! prefent 
help to his people in time of trouble; fee Cant. ii. 
8, 9,17. and vili. 14. And fetteth me upon my 
high places; the towers and fortrefles, and {trong 
and fortified places, where he was fafe from his 
enemies 3 and, in a fpiritual fenfe, may defign the 
everlafting love of God, the covenant of grace, its 
bleffings and promifes ; and Chrift himfelf, with 
the fulnefs of grace in him, on which believers may 
be faid to be fet, when their faith is direéted to 
them, and they live and dwell upon them ; fee Had. 
iii. 19. J/a. xxxiii. 16. and the words were fulfil- 
ed in Chrift, when God highly exalted him at his 
. right hand, and fet him above all principalities and 
powers, and made him higher than the heavens. 
¥. 34. He teacheth my hands to war, &c.| From 
whence it appears, that war, in fome cafes, is law- 
ful; and that all the fkilfulnefs and art in training 
men for war, in the ufe of armour, in marfhalling 
of armies, in forming fieges, &c. is all from God ; 
fee Pfal. cxliv. 1. and fo is all that fpiritual kill, in 
making ufe of the whole armour of God againft 
every enemy, fin, Satan, and the world; and even 
the wifdom and fkill, counfel and inftruction, which 
Chrift as man and Mediator had, when it was the 
hour and power of darknefs; when he was engag- 
ed with principalities and powers, and got the 
victory over them, .were from the Lord; fee P/al. 
xvi. 7. So that a bow of Steel is broken by mine 
arms; that is, the bow of an enemy falling into his 
hands, which might be literally true of David. It 
is in the Hebrew text, a bow of brafs; and fo Ap- 
pollinarius renders it; which Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech interpret, ftrong iron, that is, fteel; and fo 
the Zargum ; fee Fobxx. 24. Satan is an archer ; 
his temptations are darts, and fiery ones; and his 
ftrong bow may be faid to be broken by the arms 
of faith, when his temptations, under the influ- 
ence of divine grace, are repelled and rendered in- 
effectual; and efpecially his bow was broken by 
Chrift, not only in the-wildernefs, when he was 
vanquifhed by him; but inthe garden, and on the 
crofs, when Satan could find nothing in him, and 
get no other advantage over him, but to bruife his 
heel ; when he himfelf had his head broke, his 
works ruined, and he himfelf deftroyed. Some ren- 
der the words, Mine arms have bent a bow of steel ; 
that is, fuch fkill and ftrength were given him, 
that he was able to bend, draw, and fhoot a bow 
of fteel: the Targum is, and hath ftrengthned mine 
arm as a bow of brafs, or fteels and fo the Syriac 
and Arabic verfions; and to the fame purpofe the 
Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Etbiopic verfions , 
or it may be rendered, ‘my arms have bent, or made 
to defcend’, a bow of brafs; for when a bow is 
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| bent, the horns, or Cormiers of it, aré made to de- 


fcend towards a man, 

¥. 35. Thou bast given me the fhield of thy fal- 
vation, &c.] Meaning either temporal falvation, 
which was a fhield to him when he had no outward 
one, as when he fought with Goliath; and was what 
preferved him in all his battles at other times: or 
{piritual falvation, which is of the Lord, of his 
contriving, effecting, and applying, and in which 
his glory is concerned ; intereft in which is a free 
gift of his, as are the knowledge, application, and 
poffeffion of it; and this is as.a fhield; which faves 
trom fin, from all fin, and the damning power of 
it; keeps off the curfes of the law, fecures from 
wrath to come, and repels Satan’s temptations 5 
the words may be applied to Chrift, who, though 
he was not faved from dying, yet was preferved in 
the day of falvation, and was not fuffered to fee 
corruption in the grave, and was quickly delivered 
from the power.and dominion of it. And thy right 
hand bath holden me up ; Chrift may be faid to be 
the right. hand of God, being as dear to him as 
his right hand; and being exalted at it; and be- 
caufe by him he communicates all good things to 
his people, and with him upholds and fuftains them; 
or elfe it defigns the mighty power of God, which 
is often fignified by it, Pal. xx. 6. and xliv. 3. and 
CXvili. 15,16. and may be underftood of the fuf- 
tentation of David,both in a providential way, with 
refpect to his being, the prefervation of it, the fup- 
plies of life, and iupport in times of trouble and 
diftrefs ; and in a {piritual fenfe, maintaining the 
principle of grace in him, furnifhing him with frefh 
fupplies of grace, and bearing him up under and 
through every temptation and exercife ; fo uphold- 
ing him that he itood firm in the true grace of 
God, in the exercife of it implanted, and in the 
doétrine of grace, fo as to go forward in the ways of 
God, and follow hard after him, and fo as not to 
fall and utterly perifh; and which is true of all the 
faints; fee Pfalm Ixiii, 8. and xxxvii, 24, The 
words may be interpreted of Chrift, who, as man 
and mediator, as God’s righteous fervant, was up- 
held by him, fo that he failed not, nor was he dif- 
couraged; the hand of the Lord was eftablifhed 
with him, and his arm alfo ftrengthened him, J/a. 
xlit. 1,4. Pfal. Ixxxix. 21. this claufe is not in 
2 Sam. xxii, 36. dnd thy gentlene/s hath made me 
great; David was very mean and low by his birth 
and occupation, and whilft perfecuted by Sau/; but 
God of his grace and goodnefs, of his fovereign 
good will and pleafure, raifed him to an high eftate, 
fet him on the throne of J/rae/, and gave him hon- 
our among and above the kings of the earth ; fo 
Kimchi interprets the word for gentléne/s by good- 
nefs or merciful kindnefs; R. Jonah by providence; 
and R. J/faac explains it thy belp and good will 
and all fhews that his greatnefs was not owing to 
his merits, but to the providential goodnefs of Gods 
and his fpecial grace and mercy in Chrift Jefus 
made him ftill greater, even a child of God, an 
heir of God, a joint-heir with Chrift, a king and a 
prieft unto God; gave him aright unto, and a 
meetnefs for a crown of glory, an everlafting king- 
dom, an eternal inheritance, as it does all the faints. 
The words may be rendered, thy humility hath made 
me great ®; which may be underftood either of God’s 
humbling himfelf to look upon him in his low 
eftate, and to raife him to fuch honour and dignity 
as he did, both in a temporal and fpiritual fenfe a fee 
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Pfal. cxiii. 6—8. or of the humility which he had 
in himfelf from God, as Aben Ezra interprets it 
of which grace God is the author ; it is a fruit of 
the Spirit; which he takes great notice of, gives 
more grace to them that have it, and exalts them, 
as he did David, who was mean-and low in his 
own eyes. The Septuagint, and thofe verfions 
which follow that, render it thy di/cipline or correc- 
tion; and fo may defign the gentlenefs and lenity of 
God in chaftifing his people, which is always in 
meafure and in judgment, and for their good; 
whereby he increafes grace in them, and trains them 
up for, and brings them to his kingdom and glory. 
The Chaldee paraphrafe is, by thy word thou hast 
increafed me; it may not be improperly interpreted 
of Chrift, who was very low in his eftate of humi- 
liation on earth, but is now highly exalted, and 
crowned with glory and honour; who firft endured 
great fufferings, and then entered into his glory. 

¥. 36. Thou hast enlarged my fleps under me, 8c. | 
Which is oppofed to thofe ftraitned circumftances 
in which the pfalmift was, ¥. 4, 5. and is expreflive 
of deliverance from his enemies, by whom he was 
furrounded, befieged, and fhut up; fee P/al. xxxi. 
8. and of freedom of walking at large, without be- 
ing ftraitned for room, or interrupted by others, 
Prov. iv. 12. and of fafety in ftanding ; all which 
is true in a fpiritual fenfe of believers in Chriit, who 
being delivered by him out of the hands of their 
enemies, ferve the Lord without fear in righteouf- 
nefs and holinefs ; walk at liberty by faith in Chrift, 
and up and down in the name of the Lord their 
God ; and have their feet eftablifhed upon the Rock 
of ages, that fure and large foundation, Chrift, 
from which there is no danger of flipping and fall- 
ing; as follows. That my feet did not flip ; fo as 
to fall and perifh; for fometimes the fteps of the 
faints are well nigh flipt; yea in fome fenfe they 
ftumble, flip, and fall, but not fo as to be utterly 
caft down and perifh eternally; the bottom on 
which they are is fo broad, and the foundation fo 
fure, that it is not poffible they fhould. The words 
will bear to be applied to Chrift, who was in 
very prefied and ftraitned circumftances, when be- 
fet with the bulls of Ba/han, encompafied with dogs, 
and inclofed with the aflembly of the wicked; and 
was in flippery places, when he funk in deep mire 
where there is no ftanding, P/al. xxii. 12, 16. and 
Ixix. 2. but now being delivered from all this, he 
is brought, as in y. 19. into a large place, into hea- 
ven, and made higher than the heavens, and is fet 
down at the right hand of God, from whence he 
can never be moved. 

y. 37. I have purfued mine enemies, and over- 
taken them, &c,) Which may refer to David's 
purfuing the Amalekites, who overtook them and 
recovered all they had carried away, 1 Sam. xxx. 
8,10, 18, 19. fo Kimchi explains it. Neither did 

I turn again till they were confumed; for not a 
‘man efcaped, fave four hundred young men that 
rode on camels and fled, ¥. 17. 

y. 38. I have wounded them that they were not 
able to rife, &c.] Which was not only true of 
the Amalekites, but of all with whom David en- 
gaged in war. They are fallen under my feet ; 
either dead, or become fubject and tributaries to 
him; as the Philiftines, Moabites, Syrians, and Edo. 
mites; fee 2 Sam. viii. This, with the preceding 
verfe, may very well be accommodated to David’s 
antitype, and be expreffive of the entire victory he 
has obtained over all his and his peoples enemies ; 
he wounded the heads over many countries, P/al, 
cx. 6, Satan and his principalities and powers, whofe 
head is broke, whofe works are deftroyed; yea he 
himfelf, which had the power of death, fo as not 
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after Saul’s death, refufed to acknowled 
‘as their king, but afterwards came an 
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to be able to rife more againft Chrift, who has led a 
captivity captive: he has alfo finifhed and made — 


an end of fin, and overcome the world ; nor did ‘ 


he turn back from this work he engaged in, until 
he had made a compleat conqueft ; and moreover 
he has likewife made his people more than con- 
querors, through him, over thefe fame enemies 5 
fo that the words are alfo applicable to them. 

¥. 39. For thou hast girded me with ftrength un- 
to battle, &c.] See. y. 32. that natural ftrength, 
courage and valour, which David had, were from 
the Lord; and {0 is the fpirit of power, love and 
of a found mind, which believers have; and like- 
wife that ftrength which Chrift, as man, had and 
ufed in his combat with the powers of darknefs ; 
fee Pfal. \xxx. 17. Thou haft fubdued under me thofe 
that rofe up agains me; as the pfalmift afcribes his 
{trength, fo he attributes his fuccefs to the Lord ; 
who likewife fubdues the fins of his people, and all 
other enemies of theirs, and who alfo makes the 
enemies of his Son his footftool, P/al. ex. 1, 

-y. 40. Thou haft alfo given me the necks of mine 
enemies, &c.] Either to flay them, or to trample, 


‘or put a yoke upon them; or rather the fenfe is, 


thou haft made them to fly before me, to turn their 
necks or backs unto me, as the word is ufed in 
Fo/b. vii. 8. and it is expreffive of an utter rout and 
vanquifhing of them. That I might deftroy them that 
hate me they not being able to face him and ftand 
again{t him. 

y. 41. They cried, but there was none to fave 
them, &c.] It is in 2 Sam, xxii. 42. they looked ; 
that is, they looked round about, here and there, 
to fee if there were any near at'hand to help and 
deliver them; they cried in their diftrefs, and be- 
caufe of the anguifh of their fpirits, and for help 
and affiftance, but in vain; they cried, as Jarchi 
thinks, to their idols, as Yonab’s mariners cried 
every one to their god; and, if fo, it is no wonder 
there was none to fave; for fuch are gods that can- 
not fave: but it follows, Even unto the Lord, but 
he anfwered them not , as Saul, for inftance, 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 6. fo God- deals with wicked men, often 
by way of righteous retaliation; fee Prov. i. 28. 
Zech, Vii. 13. 

¥. 42. Then did I beat them fmall, as the duft be- 
fore the wind, &c.] They being given up by God, 
and he not an{wering to their cries ; the phrafe de- 
notes the utter ruin and deftruétion of them, and 
reprefents their cafe as defperate and irrecoverable; 
being, as it were, pounded to duft, and that driven 
away with the wind ; juft as the deftruétion of the 
four monarchies is fignified by the iron, clay, 
brafs, filver and gold, being broken to pieces, and 
made like the chaff of the fummer-threfhing floor, 
and carried away with the wind, fo that no place 
is found for them any more, Dan. ii. 35. J did cast 
them out as the dirt of the fireets, exprefling indigna- 
tion and contempt: in 2 Sam. xxii. 43. it is, Ldid 
ftamp them as the mire of the Street, and did fpread 
them abroad, which alfo denotes the low and mi- 
ferable condition to which they were reduced, and 
the entire conqueft made of them, and triumph, 


rover them; fee J/a. x. 6. Mic, vil, 10. compare 


with this 2 Sam. xil. 31. ae 

¥. 43. Thou ha delivered me from the firivings 
of the people, &c.] In2 Sam. xxii. 44. it is read 
my people, meaning the people of Ifrael 5 either 
Sgul and his men who contended with David, and 
fought his life; or rather the tribes of J/rae/, who,. 


David 


him in Hebron. The words may very well bei 
terpreted of the contentions of the fcribes and P 
rifees with Chrift, and of the contradiction of 
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ners which he for a while endured, but is now de- 
livered from them all. And thou baft made me the 
bead of the heathen; which, if underftood of David, 
refers to the Pbiliffines, Syrians, Moabites, and 
Edomites, being fubdued by him, and becoming 
tributaries to him, 2 Sam. viii. But it beft agrees 
with Chrift, who is the head of his chofen ones 
among the Gentiles ; the political head, king and 
governor of them, the heathen being given him 
for his inheritance and poffeffion ; and which ap- 
peared in the firft ages of chriftianity, when the 
gofpel was firft preached to the Gentiles by the 
apottles ; and {till continues, and will be more 
clearly feen in the latter day, when the Lord fhall 
be king over all the earth. Chrift was made the 
head of the heathen by the appointment and de- 
fignation of his father; and in faét was fo when 
multitudes from among the Gentiles were converted 
and brought to the obedience of him. In 2 Sam. 
Xxii. 44. it is, thou haft kept me to be head of the 
heathen ; which does not feem fo much to intend 
the defignation and conftitution of him as fuch, 
but the continuation of him; and denotes the fta- 
bility of his government in the gentile world, of 
which there will be no end. 4 people whom J 
bave not known, hall ferve me; by whom are 
meant the Gentiles, who were not the people of 
God, were without Chrift, and without God, and 
without hope in the world: not that there are any 
people than can be unknown to Chrift, as he is 
the omnifcient God; nor were thefe unknown to 
him, in fuch fenfe as reprobates, nominal profefiors, 
and foolifh virgins, are faid not to be known by 
him, Matt. vii. 23. and xxv. 12. _ For thefe peo- 
ple among the heathen, who are or fhall be brought 
to ferve the Lord, are fuch who were the objects 
of his love and delight from everlafting ; were in 
his father’s choice and in his own, and in the gift 
of his father to him, and in the covenant of his 
grace; and therefore muft be known by him: 
moreover, they are the purchafe of his blood ; and 
the fheep he knows, for whom he has laid down his 
life, and of whom hehas fuch an exaét and particu- 
Jar knowledge, that he can and does call them by 
name. But the fenfe is, thefe feemed not to be 
taken notice of and cared for by Chrift ; they were 
not owned and‘ acknowledged by him as his peo- 
ple; the Jews were diftinguifhed from ail others ; 
they only had the law, the word of God, and his 
ordinances ; the Gentiles were fuffered to walk in 
their own ways; they were neglected, and the 
times of their ignorance were overlooked and dif- 
regarded ; fo that they were treated as a people 
that were not known for many hundreds of years : 
but here it is predi€ted, that when the gofpel fhould 
come among them, and they be called by it, they 
fhould /erve the Lord in righteoufnefs and true ho- 
linefs, with reverence and godly fear, from a prin- 
ciple of love, in his name and ftrength, and to 
his glory ; fee J/a.lv. 4, 5. 

y..44. As foon as they bear of me they Jball obey 
me, &c.] That is, as foon as they fhould hear of 
Chrift, through the preaching of the word; by 
which faith would come, they fhould readily and 
at once receive, embrace, and profefs the gofpel, 
and yield a chearful fubmiffion to the ordinances 
of it; and which has had its accomplifhment 
among the Gentiles, 4é7s xxviii. 28. and xiii. 42, 
44, 48. The firangers fhall fubmit themfelves unto 
me meaning either the fame: perfons. as before, 
the Gentiles; who were aliens from the common- 
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wealth of J/rae/, and ftrangets to the covenant of 
promife, who fhould fubmit to Chrift, to his gol- 
pel, to his righteoufnefs, and to the fceptre of his 
kingdom; though fome interpret it of the dege- 
nerate Jews, the fons of the firanger, as the words 
may be rendered ; who, though called the children 
of God, and the children of the kingdom; yet 
were, as our Lord fays, of their father the devil ; 
and thefe, fome of them, in a flattering and diffem- 
bling way, feigned themfelves to be the followers 
and difciples of Chrift: and indeed it looks as if 
hypocrites were intended, whether among Jews or 
Gentiles, or both, fince the word here ufed and 
rendered fubmit, fignifies to /ye; and fo itis in the 
metaphrafe of Apollinarius ; or as in the margin 
of fome Bibles, to yield a feigned obedience; {ee 
Pfal. \xvi. 3. There feems to be an allufion to 
the conqueft of nations, fome of the inhabitants 
of which readily and heartily fubmit,but others only 
feignedly, and through fear, and the force of fu- 
perior power they cannot withitand. 

MW. 45+ The firangers /hall fade away, &c.] Like 
the leaves of trees in autumn, when they fall and 
perifh; to which hypocrites and nominal profeffors 
are compared, Jude 12. And be afraid out of their 
clofe places; their towers and fortified places, or 
the rocks and mountains to which they betake 
themfelves for fhelter ; but, as not thinking them- 
felves fafe enough, through fear and dread, come 
out: of them; fee Micah vii. 17. Some Jewith 
writers ‘interpret the words, They fhall hale or 
be lame; that is, becaufe of the chains put upon 
their feet: and fo they are expreflive of the con 
queft made of them. The word in the Arabic 
language fignifies to’ come out ; and may be foren- 
dered here, and come out : in 2 Sam. xxii. 46. itis, 
they fhall gird themfelves, or come out girt. 

¥. 46. The Lord liveth, and bleffed be my rock, 
&c.J] This, with what follows, isthe concluding 
part of the pfalm, which ends with a celebration 
of the divine Being, and with thankfulnefs for 
mercies received from him. ‘The pfalmift praifes 
him on account of what he is in himfelf, what he 
was to him, and had done for him: in himfelf he 
is the living God, the Lord liveth; he has life in 
himfelf, effentially, originally, and independently ; 
and is the fountain and author of life to all others, 
even to all creatures that have life; whether ratio- . 
nal or irrational: he is the giver of natural life to 
all men, and the fupporter of it; and of fpiritual 
and eternal life to his chofen people; and he con- 
tinues to live, and ever will; wherefore the faints 
may conclude, that their life in every fenfe is fafe 
and fecure. Some render the phrafe, by way of 
with, may the Lord live; * but then it muft be un- 
derftood only, that he would fhew himfelf more 
abundantly to be the living God, and that he 
might be acknowledged fo by others. The next 
claufes are by way of petition; ud bleffed be my 
Rock; on which he was built and eftablifhed, to 
which he betook himfelf in times of diftrefs, which 
was his place of defence, and from whence he had 
a fupply ; wherefore he defires he might be bleffed, 
not by invoking or conferring a bleffing on him, 
neither ‘of' which can be there being none greater 
than he to call upon,*and he being E/-/baddai, 
God all-fufficient, and in no need of any ; but by 
declaring his bleffednefs, by celebrating his great- 
nefs and’ goodnefs, and by afcribing blefling and 
honour and glory to him. dud let the God of my 
falvation be exalted ; God was the God of bis fal- 
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vation in a temporal fenfe, faving him daily from 
his many enemies ; and in a fpiritual fenfe, being 
the contriver, author, and applier of it to him ; 
on which account he would have him be exalted 
both by himfelf, and in the high praifes of his peo- 
ple; afcribing the whole of falvation to him, and 
giving him all the glory of it. Some render the 
words, The God of my falvation is bigh *; he is the 
moft high God, the high and lofty One that inha- 
bits eternity, and is above all others. In 2 Sam. 
xxii. 47, the words are read, And exalted be the God 
of the rock of my falvation. 

¥. 47. It is God that avengeth me, &c.| Or 
gives vengeance unto me, or for me *: vengeance 
only belongs to God, and he repays it for and in 
behalf of his people. Private revenge is not to be 
exercifed by any ; public vengeance on delinquents 
may be exercifed by the civil magiftrate, to whom 
God gives power and authority to exercife it, Rom. 
xiii. 4. as he did to David, as king of J/rael; tho’ 
the phrafe rather feems to defign the victories which 
he obtained over his enemies, which were punifh- 
ments to them, vengeances inflicted on them, and 
owing to God; fo the acceptable year of the 
Mefiiah’s coming, and the time of his people re- 
deemed by him, is called the day of vengeance of 
our God, both on his and their enemies, J/a. 1xi. 
2. and Ixiii, 4. And fubdueth the people under me ; 
the Edomites, Moabites, and others, as in 2 Sam, 
viii. or the Gentiles under Chrift; fee the note on 
¥.39. 

ye 48. He delivereth me from mine enemies, &c.] 
From Saul andhis men, from J/bbo/beth and Abner, 
from Abfalom and the confpirators with him; fo 
all believers are delivered out of the hands of their 
enemies by Chrift, as that they can ferve the Lord 
without fear; and fo Chrift himfelf is delivered 
from all his enemies, being raifed from the dead, 
and fet at the right hand of God, where he muft 
reign till all enemies are put under his feet. Yea, 
thou lifteft me up above thofe that rife up againft me ; 
David was lifted up from a low and mean eftate, 
and placed on the throne of //rael, above all thofe 
that rofe up againft him, and fought to deftroy 
him ; and the faints are fet upon their high places 
in Chrift, where they are out of the reach of their 
enemies to do them any hurt; and Chrift, he is 
highly exalted at the right hand of God, above all 
principality and power, might and dominion, and 
every name that is named in this world. Thou baft 
delivered me from the violent man; either from Sau/, 
from whom David was delivered ; or from Satan 
the enemy, the fon of wickednefs, who fhall no 
more exact upon and afflict the Meffiah, P/a/. 
Ixxxix. 21, 22. The Chaldee paraphrafe fays, 
from Gog; as the faints will be delivered from 
Antichrift, the man of fin, and fon of perdition, 
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who will be deftroyed with the breath of Chrift’s 
mouth, 

¥. 49. Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, 
O Lord, among the heathen, &c.} Thefe words are 
cited by the apoftle, in Rom. xv. g. and applied to 
the converfion of the Gentiles, which is manifeftly 
prophecied of in fome preceding verfes of this 
pialm: there it is rendered, J will confe/s to thee 
among the Gentiles; and defigns not confeflion of 
fin, nor profeffion of the truth, but an acknow- 
ledgment of unworthinefs, joined with thankful- 
nefs for mercies received ; done in the moft public 
manner, not only in the congregation of the righte- 
ous, but before the heathen conquered by him; 
owning before them all, that the victories he had 
obtained over them, were not to be afcribed to his 
arm and fword, but to the power of the Lord. 
And fing praifes unto thy name; which is comely 
for the faints to do, and which Jefus Chrift himfelf 
did, in the great congregation of his difciples, and 
among the Gentiles, by his apoftles, and others, 
on the account of the converfion of them. 

¥. 50. Great deliverance giveth he to bis king, 
&c.] Not that is king over him; for he is King 
of ings and Lord of lords ; but that is made king 
by him, as David was; who did not ufurp the 
throne, but was anointed king by the appointment 
of God, and was placed by him upon the throne ; 
to whom he gave great deliverance from his ene- 
mies, or magnified falvalions to him; which were 
great in kind, and many in number; and as 
Chrift is, whom God has fet as his king on his holy 
hill of Sion, againft whom the heathen raged, and 
kings and princes fet themfelves ; but he is deli- 
vered from them all, and faved from the power of 
death and the grave, and ever lives to reign over, 
protect, and defend his people ; in 2 Sam. xxXil. 
51. itis, he is the tower of falvation for bis king, 
with which compare Prov, xviii. 10. And fheweth 
mercy to bis anointed, to David and to bis feed for 
evermore ; which may be underftood either of 
David literally,who was the Lord’s anointed, and to 
whom God fhewed mercy in various inftances ; and 
then by his feed is meant the Meffiah, who was of 
his feed according to the flefh: or of the Meffiah, 
whofe name fignifies Anointed ; and who is often. 
called David, Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24. and xxxvii. 
24, 25. Hof. iii. 5. and fo fome of the Jewith 
doétors * from this verfe prove that the name of 
the Meffiah is David: and by his feed are meant 
his fpiritual feed ; all the eleét of God, who are 
given him as his children, to whom he ftands in 
the relation of the everlafting Father: and as mercy 
is kept with him for evermore, P/al. Ixxxix. 28. fo 
it is fhewn to them in regeneration, in the forgive- 
nefs of their fins, and in their everlafting falva- 
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To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David. 


fi Ii HIS pfalm was penned by David, and in- 
{cribed to the chief mufician, as others, to be 
uled in public fervice ; and was defigned for gofpel- 
times, as the fubjeét of it fhews ; which is firft, not 
an account of the light of nature, and then of the 
law of Mofes, but of the gofpel of Chrift; and e- 
{pecially as miniftred in the times of the apoftles, 
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as acitation out of it in Rom. x. 18. makes a 
pear. 


¥. 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, &c.} . 
By whieh we are to underftand not the heavens li- 
terally taken, though thefe with the firmament are. 
the handy-works of God, and do declare the glory 
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of his perfections, efpecially his wifdom and power; 
thefe fhew that there isa God, and that he is a glo- 
rious one: but either gofpel-churches, often fignified 
by the kingdom of heaven, in the New Teftament ; 
the membersof them being heaven-born fouls, and 
the doétrines and ordinances miniftred among them 
being from heaven; and there being a very great 
refemblance between them and heaven, in the com- 
pany and communion enjoyedin them ; and whode- 
clarethe glory of the divine perfections, which is very 
great in the handy-work of their redemption ; and 
who afcribe the glory of their whole falvation to 
God: or rather, the apoftles and firft preachers of 
the word, as appears from Rom. x. 18. who were 
fet in the higheft place in the church; had their 
commiffion, do&trine, and fuccefs from heaven ; 
and who may be called by this name, becaufe of 
the purity and folidity of their miniftry, and their 
conftancy and ftedfaftnefs in it, and becaufe of their 
heavenly lives and converfations: thefe declared 
the glory of the divine perfections ; fuch as thofe 
particularly of grace, goodnefs, and mercy, which 
are not difcoverable by the light of nature or law 
of Mofes, as they are difplayed in the falvation of 
men by Chrift, in the forgivenefs of their fins, the 
juttification of their perfons, and the gift of eternal 
life unto them: they taught men to afcribe the 
glory of falvation to God alone, Father, Son and 
Spirit ; they fet forth in their miniftry the glory of 
Chrift, of his perfon, and of his offices and grace ; 
and they fhewed that redemption was his handy- 
work, as follows: The firmament fheweth bis handy- 
work : for the fame perfons may be called the firma- 
ment, fince they that are wife are faid to fhine as 
the brightnefs of it, Dax. xii. 3. Thefe were like 
to ftars in it, and were the light of the world, and 
declared that redemption is the work which Chrift 
undertook, and came into this world to perform, 
and which he has finifhed; his hands have wrought 
it, and his own arm has brought falvation to him. 
The Targum interprets the heavens and the firma- 
ment, of fuch perfons as contemplate the heavens, 
and look upon the firmament or air; and fo do 
fome other Jewifh writers ”. 
y¥. 2. Day unto day uttereth fpeech, &c.] This, 
with the following claufe, and night unto night 
foeweth knowledge, fome underftand, of the con- 
ftant and continued fucceflion of day and night ; 
which declares the glory of God, and fhews him to 
be pofiefied of infinite knowledge and wifdom ; and 
which brings a new acceffion of knowledge to men; 
others, of the continual declaration of the glory of 
God, and of the knowledge of him made by the 
heavens and the firmament, the ordinances of which 
always continue; the fun for a light by day, and 
the moon and ftars for a light by night; and fo 
night and day conftantly and fucceffively pro- 
claim the glory and wifdom of God: but ra- 
ther, this is to be underftood of the conftancy of the 
gofpel-miniftry, and the continuance of the evan- 
gelic revelation, The apoftles of Chrift perfevered 
‘in their work, and laboured in the word and doc- 
“trine night and day; they were in it at all feafons ; 
yea, were inftant in feafon and out of feafon ; and 
though they are dead, the gofpel continues, and 
will do as long as day and night remain: and 
‘thefe, like overflowing fountains, fent forth in 
great abundance, asthe word * rendered uétereth, 
fignifies, the ftreams of divine light and know- 
ledge; they were full of matter, and their tongues 
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were as the pen of a ready writer; they diffufed the 
favour of the knowledge of Chrift, in great plenty, 
in every place where they came. Theie words ex- 
prefs the continuance of the gofpel-revelation, as 
the next do the extent of it, 

¥. 3. There is no /peech nor language where their 
voice is not beard, &c.} Not the voice of the day 
and night ; as if the fenfe was, that there is no peo- 
ple, ot any fpeech or language under the fun, but 
there is fomething faid every day and night of the 
weather, what it is, or will be, as the face of the 
heavens appears morning and evening: but of the 
heavens and firmament; the meaning of which 
fome take to be this ; either that though they have 
no proper {peech nor language, yet there is a voice 
in them which is heard, declaring the glory of God 
and his handy-works ; and the words may very well 
be rendered, they have no fpeech nor words, without 
thefe ¢heir voice is beard ; or that there is‘no people, 
nation, or language under the heavens; fee Daz. 
lll. 4, 29. and vi. 24. though they are ever fo 
different one from another, fo as not to be able to 
underftand each other ; yet the voice of the hea- 
vens, uttering and proclaiming the glory of their 
maker, is heard and underftood by them all: but 
rather, this is to be interpreted of the extent of the 
gofpel-miniftry by the apoftles ; who, according to 
their commiffion, went every where preaching the 
word, to men of all nations, of every fpeech and 
language ; for which they were qualified, by having 
the gift of divers tongues beftowed upon them; 1o 
that there were no nations, of ever fo barbarous a 
fpeech and language, but they were capable of 
{peaking to and of being underftood by them ; and 
though they could not underftand one another, 
they all heard the apoftles fpeak in their own 
tongues the wonderful works of God, és ii. 4e— 
11. Their voice, inthe miniftration of the eofpel 
was heard in every nation externally, and by many 
internally: faith came by hearing ; and they re- 
ceived the word with gladnefs and readinefs. This 
gives the gofpel-revelation a fuperiority to the legal 
one ; that was only made to one nation, to the na- 
tion of the Jews; the voice of that was not heard 
elfewhere ; but the voice of the gofpel is heard in 
all nations ; this revelation is publifhed throughout 
the world: and this fhews that thefe words belong 
to the times of the apoftles, after they had received 
a commiffion from Chrift, to go into all the world, 
and preach the gofpel to every creature; which 
was done before the deftruction of Ferufalem, 
Matt. xxiv. 14. Col. i. 6, 23. and which is fur- 
ther confirmed by what follows. 

y. 4. Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
&c.] Not the line or writings in the book of the 
creatures, the heavens, and the earth, which lie 
open, and are legible, and to be feen and read of all 
men 3 nor the line and writings in the book of the 
{criptures, called line upon line, and precept upon 
precept, J/a. xxviil. 13. which, though firft given 
to the Jews, were written for the initruction of 
others, and have been communicated to them ; but 
the line of the apoftles: every one had his line or 
meafure ; or the courfe he was to fteer, was meafured 
out and direéted to him ; the line of one, where he 
was to go and preach the gofpel, reached fo far 
one way, and the line of another reached fo far 
another way ; and what with one and another, their 
line reached throughout all the earth; fee 2 Cor 
XV1. 13—=16, the apoftle citing thefe words in Koz. 
x. 18, 
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x. 18. renders them, their found went, &c. the 
found of the gofpel, as publifhed by them; 
which agrees with the next claufe 5 and their words 
to the end of the world, to the ifles afar off, even 
to thefe northern and diftant ones of Eng/and, Scat- 
land, and Ireland, which were reached and vifited 
with the gofpel, either by the apoftles, or at leaft 
by fome of the firft minifters of the word. Jn them 
hath he fet a tabernacle for the fun; that is, in the 
heavens and firmament, where the natural fun is 
placed; and its habitation is fitly called’a taberna- 
cle, becaufe itis always in motion and never ftops: 
or this may have fome refpect to its fetting, when, 
according to the vulgar appearance, and to common 
underftandings, it feems to be hid as in a tent or 
tabernacle ; to be as it were gone to bed, and 
at reft ; when in the morning it rifes gay and chear- 
ful, and comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 
chamber, as is faid in the next verfe: but this is 
all to be underftood {fpiritually and myftically, of 
Chrift the fun of righteoufnefs, who has his taber- 
nacle among his people, his churches ; and parti- 
cularly has a place, and the chief place in the mini- 
ftry of the gofpel, being the fum and fubftance of 
it; and this is of God’s putting there, who com- 
mitted to his apoftles the word of reconciliation, 
the fum of which is Chrift; and this is what 
makes the gofpel fo glorious a light, fo clear a 
revelation as itis: the nature, continuance, and 
extent of this revelation, are defcribed in the fore- 
going verfes; the perfpicuity and clearnefs of it is 
fet forth in this claufe, and in what follows. 

¥. 5. Which is asa bridegroom coming out of 
bis chamber, &c.| His nuptial chamber’; who 
looks lovely and beautiful in his nuptial robes, 
chearful and pleafant in -his countenance, creating 
pleafure and delight in all his friends that fee him 
and hear his voice; and this fimile is expreffive 
of the brightnefs and glory of the fun, when it rifes; 
and of the joy and pleafure which it produces in 
the minds of men when they behold it: all which 
fets forth the lovelinefs and beauty of Chrift, as he 
is held forth in the miniftration of the gofpel, and 
the joy unfpeakable and full of glory which his 
prefence yields, after a fhort departure from his 
people; fee J/a. Ixi. 10. Fobn iii, 29. And rejoiceth 
asa ftrong man to run a race; in which he fhews 
his readinefs, velocity, and ftrength; and this de- 
notes the fwiftnefs of the fun in running its courfe, 
and its indefatigablenefs in its conftant motion ; 
though it has been employed therein for fo many 
thoufands of years, yet every morning rifes with 
the fame chearfulnefs, purfues it courfe, and is 
never weary: all which may point at the readinefs 
of gofpel-minifters, their fwiftnefs to run to and 
fro, and their ftrength to fulfil the courfe of their 
miniftry, in which Chrift, the fun of righteoufnefs, 
is held forth in fo glorious a’ manner. 

y. 6. His going forth is from the end of the hea- 
ven, &c.] From the eaft, where it rifes ; And bis 
circuit to the ends of it to the weft, where it fets ; 
which is expreffive of the large compafs the gofpel- 
miniftration took in the times of the apoftles ; 
whereby the grace of God appeared to all men, 
fhone out in a very illuftrious manner, and. Chrift 
became, what the fan is to the earth, the light of 
the world. And there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof ; though things may be hid from the light 
of it, yet not trom its heat, fo forcible and pene- 
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trating it is, Chrift in the miniftration of the gof- 
pel to all to whom it comes with power, not 
only enlightens their minds, but quickens their 
fouls, warms their hearts, caufes them to burn 
within them, arifes with healing in his wings upon 
them, and makes his gofpel the favour of life 
unto life unto them, The pfalmift goes on to fay 
more and excellent things of the gofpel, its nature 
and ufefulnefs. 

y¥. 7. The law of the Lord is perfec, &c.} By 
which is meant, not the law of Mo/es, or the ten 
commandments, but the doéfrine of the Lord; as 
the word mM, Torah, fignifies, even the whole 
word of God, as in J/a. viii. 20. All the fcriptures 
of truth, which are profitable for doctrine; for fet- 
ting doétrine in a clear light, and for the vindica- 
tion and eftablifhment of it, and are the rule of doe- 
trine both to preachers and hearers ; and which are 
perfec?, contain the whole mind and will of God, 
both with refpect to faith and practice ; whereby 
the man of God is made perfect, and thoroughly 
furnifhed to all good works, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
and efpecially the gofpel-part of the word of God 
may bedefigned, which both in the Old and New 
Teftament is called a Jaw or doéfrine, being emi- 
nently fo; the doétrine of the Meffiah, and of juf- 
tification by faith in his righteoufnefs, Jj. ii. 3. 
and xlii. 1. Rom. iii. 27. The gofpel isa perfeét 
plan and fcheme of fpiritual and faving truths: it 
gives an account of perfect things; as of the per- 
fect righteoufnefs of Chrift, and compleat juftifi- 
cation by it; of the full as well as free pardon of 
fins by the blood of Chrift; and of redemption and 
falvation from all fin and evils by him: and it alfo 
fhews where true perfection is ; namely, in Chrift, 
in whom the faints are compleat, he being made to 
them wifdom, righteoufneis, fanctification, and re- 
demption; fee James ii. 25. This character, 
therefore, fuits better with the gofpel than with the 
moral law ; though that, as it is to be gathered out 
of the whole word of God, contains the good and 
perfect will of God, with refpeét to what is to be 
done or avoided ;_ nor is any thing to be added to it; 
nor did our Lord come to add unto it, or to make 
it more perfect, but to fulfil it, which men could 
not dos nor could the law make any man or any 
thing perfect, either perfectly fanétify, or juftify, 
or fave ; whereas the bringing in of the better 
hope in the gofpel does, Heb. ix. 7, 19. The 
effect, under a divine influence and bleffing a- 
{cribed to it, is, converting the foul ; which is a fure 
ther proof that the law of Mo/es is not intended : 
for though by it is the knowledge of fin, or con- 
viction of fin,which often falls fhort of converfion ; 
yet the Spirit of God as a Spirit of regeneration, 
converfion, and fanétification, is not received thro?” 
the doctrine or preaching of the law, but through 
the miniftration of the gofpel ; which is defigned to 
turn men from darknefs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God; and which ufe it has when 
it is attended with the demontftration of the Spirit 
and of power; fee Rom. iii. 20. Gal. iii. 2. Aéts- 
xxvi, 18. though the words may be rendered rem 
lieving, i. e. retrefhing and comforting the /oul =, 
as in Lam. i. 11—16. Through want of bodily 
food, which is the cafe in the paffage referred to, 
the fpirits faint and fink, the foul is almoft gone, 
when, by the miniftration of proper food, it is as- 
it were brought back again, as the word * here 
ufed 
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Pf. xix. ¥. 8,9. 
food of the foul, by which it is refrefhed and ex- 


hilarated, when ready to fink and faint away ; 
hereby it is reftored and revived, comforted and 


nourifhed. The teftimony of the Lord is fure 3 this 


is another. name for the word of God, or the holy 
{criptures ; fo called becaule they teftify of Chrift, 
of his perfon, office, and grace; of what he is, 
was to do, and fuffer, and perform for his people, 
and of his glory that fhould follow thereon, Fobn 
Vv. 39. and particularly the doétrine of the gofpel, 
is the teftimony of our Lord Jefus Chrift, both 
which he himéelf teftified, and which is a teftimony 
Concerning him; 2 Tim. i. 8. Fobu iti. 11. 
this is /ure, or to be believed ®; the whole of feripture 
is true, coming from the God of truth ; having for 
its principal fubjecét Chrift, who is truth itfelf, and 
being dictated by the fpirit of truth ; and particu- 
larly the gofpel-part of it, and all the truths therein 
contained, efpecially the doétrine of falvation by 
Chrift, which is a faithful faying, and worthy of 
all acceptation : the gofpel is a teltimony or record 
whichGod himfelf has bore concerning his Son, and 
eternal life by him, and therefore fure and to be 
depended upon; for if the witnefs of men 1s re- 
ceived, the witnefs of God is greater, 1 ohn v. 
9, 10, 11. The effect afcribed to the word of 
God, or to the gofpel under this character is, 
making wife the fimple. The Septuagint, Vulgate 
Latin, Syriac, Arabic, and Ethiopic verfions, ren- 
it babes or children ; and fo Apollinarius ; and the 
word 9s) here ufed in the 4rabic language, is faid 
to ° fignify fuch; and here it intends babes and 
children not in years, but in underftanding, to 
whom God is pleafed to reveal the truths of his gof- 
pel, when he hides them from the wife and 
prudent: thefe fimple ones are fuch who are fenfi- 
ble of their fimplicity and folly, and of their want 
of underftanding ; who, with Agur, think them- 
felves more foolifh than any man, and have not the 
underftanding of a man; and thefe, by the word 
of God, are made wife to know themfelves, their 
folly, finfulnefs, imperfection, and impotence ; 
and are made wife~unto falvation, to know the 
right way of falvation by Chrift ; fee 2 Zim. iii. 
15. where the fame phrafe is ufed as here, and 
feems to be borrowed from hence, and is ufed of 
the fcriptures ; which alfo make men wife in the 
knowledge of gofpel-doctrines, the wifdom of God 
in a myftery, which to know is the greateft wif- 
dom and underftanding, and much more fo than 
to be acquainted with the law only, Deut. iv. 6. 
¥. 8. The ftatutes of the Lord are right, &c.] 
The word of God may be called /tatutes, or vifita- 
tations *, becaufe that God will vifit, in a way of 
refentment, fuch perfons as defpife its authority, 
do not act according to it, or add unto it, or de- 
tract from it; or the word may be rendered com- 
miffions °, things committed to truft, as the fcrip- 
tures were to the Jews, Rom. iii. 1, 2. and as the 
gofpel is committed to the truft of the minifters of 
it, who faithfully difpenfe it, 2 Cor. v.19. 1 Tim. i. 
11. Now thefe may be faid to be right, as the 
word of the Lord is, Pal. xxxiii. 4. fince they fet 
men right in their principles, and direét them to 
right practices ; they are the means of making 
them upright in heart, and in converfation: the 
doétrines of the word of God have nothing crooked, 
froward and perverfe in them ; are without fophifm, 
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ufed fignifies, and the animal fpirits are cheared 
and revived: and of like ufe is the gofpel ; it is the 
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and the hidden things of difhonefty they are all 
in righteoufnefs, and plain and eafy in every thing 
refpecting falvation, to thofe who havea {piritual 
knowledge and underftanding of them, Prov. viii. 
8, g. they lead into right and ftraight paths, of 
truth and holinefs, in which way-faring men, tho’ 
fools, fhall not err; and particularly the gofpel 
direéts to the right way of falvation and eternal life 
by Jefus Chrift; the effect of which is rejoicing the 
heart. ‘This cannot be underftood of the law, 
which is a voice of terror, pronounces guilty, 
curfes and condemns, is the killing letter, and 
works wrath; but of the gofpel-part of the word, 
which is a joyful found; publifhes good tidings of 
good things; and when applied by the Spirit of God, 
is found to have this effect, fee Fer.xv. 16. The 
commandment of the Lord is pure; not only the 
{criptures in general may bear this name, becaufe 
they deliver out the commands of God to men, as 
thofe of a moral and ceremonial kind, tothe Jews 
under the former difpenfation ; fo the ordinances 
of Chrift, which are his commands under the gof- 
pel-difpenfation ; yea, the gofpel itfelf may be fo 


called, though, ftrictly fpeaking, it has no com- 


mand in it; becaufe, according to the command- 
ment of the everlafting God, it is made known to 
all nations for the obedience of faith, Rom. xvi. 25, 
26. befides, the commandment is no other than the 
word or doétrine, fee 1 Fobn ii. 7. and as every 


commandment of the Lord, of what kind foever it 


is, is pure and holy, fo is every word of God, Prov. 
xxx. 5. being without any mixture of mens in- 
ventions, orthe drofs of corrupt doctrine, fincere, 
unadulterated, clear of all chaff and impurity, con- 
fiftent, uniform, and all of a piece, and which tends 


to promote purity of heart, life, and converfation. 


Enlightening the eyes; that is of the underftanding, fo 
as fora man to fee his loft ftate and condition by 
nature; to fee the glory, fullnefs, and grace of 


Chrift ; to behold wondrous things in the doétrine 


of the gofpel, and to obferve the way of duty in 


which he fhould walk : this is the eye-falvein Rev, 
tii. 18. and fo the Jewifh doctors f explaining this 
text call the law, ufing the fame word as there. 

¥. 9. The fear of the Lord is clean, &c.] Still 
the word of God is intended, which teaches men 
to fear the Lord; gives a full account of the wor- 
fhip of God, which is often meant by the fear of 
God; it inftruéts in the matter and manner of 
worfhip ; and nothing more powerfully engages to 
ferve the Lord with reverence and godly fear than 
the gofpel does: and this is c/ean 5 and the doétrines 
of it direét to the blood of Chrift, which cleanfes 
from all fin, and to the righteoufnefs of Chrift, the 
fine linen, cleagand white; the promifes of it put 
the faints on cleanfing themfelves from all filthinefs 
of flefh and fpirit; and the whole of it is the word 
of truth, by which God and Chrift fanétify the 
church and the members of it, Fobn xv. 2. and 
xvii. 17. Eph. v. 25, 26, And this word is endur- 
ing for ever; the law is done away ; the ceremo- 
nial law entirely, and the moral law, as a covenant 
of works, and as to the miniftration of it by Mo/es ; 
but the gofpel continues ; it is an everlafting one ; 
it endures for ever, notwithftanding all the oppo- 
fition made to it by open perfecution, or falfe teach- 
ers. The judgments of the Lord are true, and righ- 
teous altogether ; the judgments of the Lord are the 
fame with the word of God, as appears from P/al. 
cxix. 25, 149. and thefe feem to defign that pare 
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of the vie which contains rules of God’s judg- 
ing and governing his people; or the laws, or- 
ders, and ordinances of Chrift in his houfe, which 
his people fhould obferve, and yield a chearful obe- 
dience to, he being their King, Judge, and Law- 
giver: and thefe are true, or ¢ruth® itfelf; being 
wilely made, according to the truth of things, and 
agreeable to the holinefs and righteoufnefs of God, 
and fo righteous; not at all grievous, but eafy, 
pleafant, and delightful, one and all of them. 

y. 10. More to be defired are they than gold, &c.] 
This refers to allthe truths in the word of God; to 
all the doctrines of the gofpel ; which, by good men, 
are more defireable, and by them more prized and 
valued, than all worldly riches and treafure. 2a, 
than much fine gold ; more than gold, and the beft 
of gold, and a great deal of it, than thoufands of 
gold and filver; fee P/al. cxix. 72, 127. Prov. 
Vill. 10, 11. Sweeter alfo than honey, and the boney- 
comb; or the dropping of the honey-combs*, which is 
the pureft and {weeteft of the honey; and what 
honey is to the natural tafte of men, that is the 
gofpel, and the truths of it, to the fpiritual tafte 
of believers, P/al. cxix. 103. and when the pre- 
fence of Chrift is enjoyed, his love is fhed abroad, 
and the bleffings of his grace are partook of, the 
ordinances of the gofpel are very delightful, Cant. 
il. 3. eloquence, and eloquent orators, are fome- 
times defcribed by mellifluous words; or by their 
expreffions being like honey, and {weeter than that ‘, 

y. 11. Moreover, by them is thy feruant warn- 
ed, &c.]_ By whom the pfalmift means himfelf, 
who was the fervant of the Lord, not only in com- 
mon with other faints, but as he was a king and pro- 
phet, and as fuch he received advantage from the word 
of God; all his inftruétions as a prophet, and all -his 
rules of government as a king; and the whole of that 
wifdom, prudence, and knowledge, with which he 
conducted in both offices, were from the Lord by 
his word: and it may be applied to any fervant of 
the Lord; and efpecially in an ecclefiaftical office, 
as an apoftle of Chrift, and minifter of the word ; 
who ferve God in the gofpel of his Son, and, by 
means of the {criptures, are furnifhed for every 
good work ; and alfo to believers in Chrift in com- 
mon; who, of whatfoever rank and quality, in 
whatfoever ftate and condition of life, whether 
high or low, rich or poor, bond or free, are Chrift’s 
fervants; and whatfoever is written is for their in- 
ftruction, and by the word of God they are warn- 
ed; the {criptures are a way-mark to them, to di- 
rect them in the right way, and to caution them 
again{t turning to the right or left; either to im- 
moral practices, or the errors and herefies of wick- 
ed men: it is a lamp to their feet, and a light to 
their path, and teaches them to walk circum{pect- 
ly, and warns them of rocks, gins, and fnares in 
the way; or, as the words may be rendered, dy 
them is thy fervant made clear, or bright* ; fo the 
word is ufed in Daz. xii. 3. that is, in his under- 
ftanding : the pfalmift confirms, by his own ex- 
perience, what he had faid before of the word, y. 
8. that it enlightned the eyes : the light of the glo- 

-Nious gof{pel of Chrift fhining into the heart, gives 
the ight of the glory of God in the perfon of 
Chrift; it illuminates and irradiates the mind, and 
gives clear ideas of the glory and perfections of 
God, of his counfels and covenant, of his works 
of nature and of grace; and makes a bright difco- 
very of the perfon, offices, and grace of Chrift ; 
and of the blefled Spirit, and his operations ; and 
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of the bleffings of grace, and of eternal glory and 
happinefs. And in keeping of them there is great 
reward; which is to be underftood, not of keep- 
ing the law of Mo/es, and the precepts of that, 
which, if a man did keep perfectly a conftantly, 
he fhould live inthem; but of obferving the word 
of God, and by diligent fearching into it, reading 
and learning it, and meditating on it, to get and 
obtain knowledge of divine things ; which carries 
its own reward with it, and is better than thoufands 
of gold and filver ; andof laying up the wordof God, 
and the truths of the gofpel, and keeping them 
in mind and memory, which is very profitable and 
ferviceable, to promote fpiritual peace and com- 
fort, and to preferve from fin, doctrinal and prac- 
tical; and alfo of yielding a chearful obedience to 
the gofpel, by cordially embracing and profeffing 
the doétrines, and fubmitting to the ordinances of 
it; from all which arife great profit, and much 
reward: fuch come at the knowledge of Jefus 
Chrift, which is preferable to every thing elfe, and 
is more precious than rubies, and all defireable 
things; fuch enjoy the prefence of Chrift, have 
much peace and comfort in their fouls; they are 
made wife unto falvation, and are fitted for every 
good word and work. 

¥. 12. Who can underStand his errors? &c.J 
Sin is an error, a wandering out of the way of 
God, {werving from the rule of his word; and 
many miftakes are made by the people of God 
themfelves; even fo many, that they cannot 
number them; they are more than the hairs of 
their head ; they cannot underftand, find out and ex- 
prefs, neither their number, nor their evil nature, 
nor the many aggravating circumftances which at- 
tend them: this the pfalmift faid, upon a view of 
the large extent, glory, and excellency of the word 
of God; and upon comparing himfelf with it, in 
which, as in a glafs, he faw how far fhort he came 
of it, and what a difagreement and want of con- 
formity there was in him unto it; fee P/al. cxix. 
97. Rom. vii. 14. and he fuggefts, that though 
the word he had been defcribing was perfect, pure, 
and clean, he was not; nor could he expect any 
reward of debt, but merely of grace, for his ob- 
fervance of it; and that it was beft, under a 
fenfe of fin, to have recourfe, not to works of 
righteoufnefs done by men; but to the grace 
and mercy of God: in Chrift, as follows : 
Cleanfe thou me from fecret faults; by which are 
meant: not fuch fins as are done in fecret, and are 
unknown to men; fuch as Devid’s fin with Bath- 
foeba, 2 Sam. xii. 12. nor the inward motions of 
fin in the heart, to which none are privy but God, 
and a man’s own foul; not but that each of thefe 
may be properly enough included in fuch a petition ; 
but fins, which are unknown to aman himfelf, are 
meant: there are fome actions, which, though known 
when committed, are not known to be finful 
ones ; and there are fome fins which are committed 
unadvifedly, and through carelefSnefs, and pafs un- 
obferved; not only many vain and finful thoughts 
pafs to and fro uncontrolled, without being taken 
notice of; but many foolifh and idle words are 
fpoken, and many evil actions, through infirmity 
and inadvertency, are done, which, when a good 


man, at the clofe of a day, comes to reflect upon 


the things that have pafied in it, are quite hidden 
from him, are unknown to him, being unobferved 
by him ; wherefore fuch a petition is highly proper to 
be inferted in his addrefs at the throne of grace : and 

which 
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which alfo fuppofes the perfon fenfibleof the defiling 
nature of fin, and of his own impotency to cleante 
himfelf from it ; and that God only can do it, who 
does it by the application of the blood of his Son, 
which cleanfes from all fin ; for this refpeéts not re- 
generating and fanctifying grace, but pardoning 
grace; a manifeftation of it, a view of acquittance 
trom fin by Chrift, and of freedom from obligation 
to punifhment for it. 
y.13. Keep back thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous 
fins, &c.] Some underftand thefe words of per- 
fons: the Septuagint, and the verfions that fol- 
low that, render it from ftrangers; fuch who are 
itrangers to God and godlinefs ;' that is, keep from 
all converfation with them in things finful, or from 
others fins ; from having a fellowfhip with them, 
being a partaker of them, left their plagues and pu- 
nifhments fhould be fhared in: others, as the Zar- 
gum, from proud men, who are haughty, infolent, 
and conceited of themfelves ; left he fhould be fo 
corrupted and drawn afide by them: but rather, 
the words are to be underftood of fins wilfully, con- 
tumacioufly, and prefumptuoufly committed; and 
the petition fuppofes, that thefe may be commit- 
ed by good men, if left to themfelves; and that 
there is a pronenefs in them to them ; and that they 
would rufh into them, were they not kept back 
and reftrained by the powerful and efficacious grace 
of God: and it alfo fuppofes, that the faints can- 
not keep themfelves ; that God only can keep them 
from evil; and therefore they pray to him that he 
would, who does keep them by his:power, at leaft 
from a final and total falling away. Let them not 
have dominion over me; neither prefumptuous fins, 
nor any other, Pfal. cxix, 133. as they fhall not, 
Rom, vi. 14. as fin has over wicked men; and they 
yield a ready obedience to the laws and lufts of it ; 
it reigns over them as a king and tyrant, even un- 
to death: it is fomething very powerful in good 
men; it prevails over them, and carries them 
captive ; wherefore they pray it may not have a 
continued dominion, as it fhall not; becanfe they 
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are in another kingdom, and under grace as a go- 
verning principle, which reigns through righteouf- 
nefs unto eternal life. Then fall I be upright , in 
heart, and walk uprightly in converfation ; being 
cleanfed from fecret faults, and kept from noto-— 
rious crimes, and grofs enormities ; and fhal] exer- 
cife a confcience void of offence, both to God and 
man ; and be perfeé?, as the word is fometimes 
rendered, at leaft comparatively ; and abfolutely fo, 
as wafhed in Chrift’s blood, and juftified by his 
righteoufnels. nd I fhall be innocent from ihe 
great tranfgreffiion ; which fome underftand of pride, 
others of apoftafy ; perhaps the fin againft the Ho- 
ly Ghoft may be intended ; though the words may 
be rendered, from much tranfgreffion* ; and the 
fenfe is, that he fhould be cleared and acquitted of 
a multitude of tranfgreffions he had been guilty of ; 
or be preferved from much fin, which otherwife he 
fhould have fallen into. 

y¥. 14. Let the words of my mouth, &c.| Mean- 
ing either his fpeech in common converfation, which 
fhould not be filthy and foolifh, rotten and corrupt; 
but fuch as minifters grace to the hearer; or elfe 
his addrefs to God, both in prayer and thankfgiv~ 
ing. And the meditation of my beart 5 his inward 
thoughts continually revolving in his mind ; or his 
meditation on the word of God and divine things ; 
or mental prayer, which is not exprefled, only 
conceived in the mind. Be acceptable in thy fight 
as words and thoughts are, when they are accord- 
ing to the word of God ; and as the facrifices of 
prayer, whether vocal or mental, and of praife, are 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. The pfalmift, in 
order to ftrengthen his faith in God, that he fhould 
be heard and anfwered in the petitions he put up, . 
makes ufe of the following epithets: O Lord, my 
jirength, or rock’, and my Redeemer; who had 
been the ftrength of his life, and of his falvation, 
the rock on which he was built and eftablifhed, 
and the Redeemer who had redeemed his life from 
deftruction, and out of the hands of all his enemies, 
and from all his iniquities. 


M XxX. 


To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David, 


fics: pfalm is thought, by fome, to be writ- 
ten by David, on account of himfelf, and as 
a form to be ufed by the people for him, when he 
was about to go to war; particularly with the 4m- 
monites and Syrians, 2 Sam, x. 6, 18. mention be- 
ing made of chariots in it, ¥. 7. of which there was 
a great number in that war: Arama thinks it was 
made by him when he got the victory over the PAi- 
liftines; others think it was written by one of the 
fingers on David’s account, and fhould be render- 
ed, a pfalm for David, as Pfal. \xxii. and xcii, but 
rather it is @ pfalm concerning David ; concerning 
the Meffiah, whofe name is David; or a pfalm of 
David concerning the Meffiah, fince he is exprefs- 
ly mentioned, ¥. 6. and Aben Ezra fays, there are 
fome that interpret it of the Meffiah; and fome 
paflages in it are, by Jewifh writers", applied un- 
to him, as y. 6, g. and our countryman, Mr 4in/- 
worth, fays, the whole pfalm is a prophecy of 
Chrift’s fufferings, and his deliverance out of 
them, for which the church with him triumpheth. 
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Tzeror Hammor, fol. 44.2. 


_ Vou, I, Ne'r8, 


Theodoret takes itto be a prophecy of Sennacherib’s 
invafion of Fudea, and of Rabjhakeb’s blafphemy, 
and of Hezekiah’s diftrefs and prayer on that ac- 
count. 


¥. 1. The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, 
&c.] All the days of Chrift were days of trouble ; 
he was a brother born for adverfity ;_ a man of for- 
rows, and acquainted with griefs; he had his own 
forrows, and he bore the griefs of others; he was 
perfecuted by Herod in his infancy ; he was tempt- 
ed by Satan in the wildernefs ; he was haraffed by 
the fcribes and Pharifees continually ; he was griev- 
ed at the hardnefs, impenitence and unbelief, of that 
perverfe and faithlefs generation of men, and was 
fometimes made uneafy by his owndifciples : at fome 


particular feafons his foul or fpirit is faid to be trou- 


bled, as at the grave of Lazarus,and when ina view 
of his own death, and when he was about to ac- 
quaint his difciples that one of them fhould betray 
him, Fobn xi.33. and xii, 27. and xiii, 21. but more 

particularly 
1 9V1¥ rupes mea, Mufculus, Junius & Tre. 
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particularly it was a day of trouble with him, when: 
he was in the garden, heavy, and fore amazed, and 
his fweat was, as it were, drops of blood falling on 
the ground, and his foul was exceeding forrowtul, 
even unto death; but more efpecially this was his 
cafe, when he hung upon the crofs, and is what 
feems to be principally refpected here; when he was 
in great torture of body through the rack of the 
cro{s; when he endured the cruel mockings of men, 
of the common people, of the chief priefts, and 
even of the thieves that fuffered with him; when 
he had Satan, and all his principalities and powers, 
Jet loofe upon him, and he was grappling with 
them; when he bore all the fins of his people, en- 
dured the wrath of his Father, and was torfaken by 
him: now in this day of trouble, both when inthe 
garden and on the crofs, he prayed unto his Fa- 
ther, as he had been ufed to do in other cafes, and 
at other times; and the church here prays, that 
God would hear and anfwer him, as he did: he 
always heard him; he heard him at the grave of 
Lazarus; he heard him in the garden, and filled 
his human foul with courage and intrepidity, of 
which there were immediate inftances; he heard 
him on the crofs, and helped him as man and Me- 
diator, J/a. xlix. 8. The name of the God of Facob 
defend thee ; that is, God himfelf, who is named 
the God of Facob, whom Facob. called upon, and 
trufted in as his God, and who anfwered him inthe 
day of his diftrefs: Jacob was exercifed with many 
troubles, but the Lord delivered him outof them 
all ; and which may be the reafon why the Lord is 
addreffed under this character here; befides, [/rael 
is oneof the names of the Meffiah, J/a. xlix, 3. on 
whofe account the petition is put up; to which may 
be added, that Zacob may defign the people of God, 
the fpiritual fons of Yacob, the church of the living 
God, whofe God the Lord is; and the phrafe may 
be here ufed by the church, to encourage her faith 
in prayer: the petition, on-account of tne Meffiah, 
is, that God would defend him, or fet him on an 
bigh place", or exalt him: he was brought very 
low in his ftate of humiliation; he was in the form 
of a fervant ; he was in a very low and mean con- 


dition throughout. the whole of his life; through } 


the fuffering of death he was made lower than the 
angels, and he was laid in the lower parts of the 
earth: the church, in this petition, prays for his 
refurrection from the dead; for his afcenfion into 
the higheft heavens ; for his exaltation at the right 
hand of God ; for the more vifible fetting him on 
his throne in his kingdom; in all which fhe has 
been anfwered. 

y. 2. Send thee help from the fanéiuary, &c.] 
Meaning either from the tabernacle, the holy place, 
where was the ark, the fymbol of the divine pre- 
fence; or rather heaven, the habitation of God’s 
holinefs ; unlefs the fame is meant by it as by Zion, 
in the next claufe, the church of God, from whence 
he fends the rod of his ftrength. dnd /lrengthen 
thee out of Zion, and the help and firength prayed 
for are not to be underftood of that affiftance and 
fupport, which Chrift, as man, had from his Fa- 
ther, at the time of his fufferings, which were pro- 
mifed him, and he believed he fhould have, and 
had, Pfal. Ixxxix, 21. Ja. 1.7, 9. and xlix. 8, 
fincée thefe petitions follow that which relates to his 
exaltation; but of the help and ftrength afforded to 
the apoftles and minifters of Chrift, after they had 


2 JAY? elevet te, Pagninus, Montanus; exaltet te, Vatablus, Mufculus, Michaelis; in edito collocet te, Junius 


mellius, Pifcator ; fo Ainfworth. 
Janius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Gejerus, Ainfworth, 
cantemus, Gejerus. 4 De Bello Gallico, 1, 2, ¢, 20, 
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‘received the commiffion from him to preach the 
gofpel to every creature ; when, as a full anfwer to 
thefe petitions, God worked with them, greatly af- 
fifted them, ftrengthened them with ftrength in 
their fouls; confirmed the word with fiens and 
wonders following; made it the power of God to 
falvation to multitudes ; and fo itrengthened 


caufe, intereft, and kingdom of the Redeemer. 


y¥. 3. Remember all thy offerings, 8cc.| The {pi 
ritual facrifices of prayer and praife which Chrift, 
as the great high-prieft, offers up for his people ; 
or which they offer by him, and are acceptable to 
God through him, by virtue of the incenfe of his 
mediation; or the offering up of himfelf; which 
anfwers to, and is the body, the fum and fubftance 
of all the offerings of the law; they were types of 
this, and what they could not do, this did; and 
therefore it is expreffed in the fincular number in 
the next claufe. And accept thy burnt-facrifice. Se- 
lab. The word rendered accept fignifies to reduce 
to afbes° and the way in which ic was known that 
facrifices were acceptable to God, was by fire com- 
ing down from heaven upon them and: confuming 
them, Lev. 1x. 24. 1 Chron, xxi. 26, 2 Chrom. vii. 1. 
i Kings xvi. 38. and therefore the word is rightly 
rendered accepi; and Chrift’s facrifice- of himfelf, 
putting away fin, and perfecting for ever them 
that are fan@tified, is of a fweet {melling favour to 
God; for hereby his juftice is fatisfied, his law is 
magnified and made honourable, the fins of his 
people are atoned’ for, their perfons are accepted, 
and their facrifices of prayer and praife come up 
alfo with acceptance to. him through the virtue of 
this facrifice ; aud fo thefe petitions have their ac- 
complifhment. 

¥s 4. Grant thee according to thine own beart, 
&c.] Which is to:fee his feed, the travail of his 
foul, and to have the pleafure of the Lord profoer 
in his hand; to have all his people called, pre- 
ferved, and glorified. And fulfil all thy counjels 


H 


a 


whatever was agreed’ upon in the council and co- 


venant of peace between him:and his Father, ‘re- 
lating to his own glory, and the falvation of his 
people. 

¥. 5. We will rejoice in thy falvation, &c.] That 
is, fo will we, Fc. or that we may”, Se. or let 
us 3 thefe words, with what follow, point at the end 
of the church’s requefts, and what the refolved to 


_do upon the accomplifhment of the above things s 
| for inftance, fhe would rejoice in the falvation of 


the Meffiah ; meaning either the falvation and de- 
liverance from death and the grave, and all other 
enemies, which he himfelf is poffefled of, and 
which enters into, and is the occafion of the joy of 


| his people; for not his fufferings and death only, 


but chiefly his refurrection from the dead, feffion 
at God’s right hand, and interceffion for them, 
caufe the triumph of faith in him, and further the 
joy of it, Rom. viii. 33, 34. or elfe the falvation he 
is the author of, which being fo great, fo fuitable, 
fo compleat and perfect, and an everlafting one, 
is matter of joy to all fenfible of their need of it, 
and who have a comfortable hope of intereft in it. 
And in the name of our God we will fet up our ban- 


ners; either as a preparation for war; fee Fer. li, —— 


27. fo when Cefar *fet up his banner, it was a token 
to his foldiers to run to their arms and prepare to 
fight; and then the fenfe is, putting our truft in 
the Lord, relying on his ftrength, and not on our 


own, 


& Tree 
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own, we will chearfully and courageoufly engage 
with all his and our enemies, fin, Satan, and the 
world; as good foldiers of Chrift, we will endure 
hardnefs, fight his battles under the banners of the 
Lord of hofts, in whofe fervice we are enlifted; or 
as a token of victory, when ftandards were fet up, 
and flags hung out"; fee Fer. 1. 2. Exod. xvii. 15. 
and then the meaning is, Chrift, the great captain 
of our falvation, having obtained a compleat vic- 
tory over all enemies, and made us more than con- 
querors thereby, we will fet up our banners, hang 
out the flag, and in his name triumph over fin, Sa- 
tan, the world, death and hell. be Lord fulfil all 
thy petitions, the fame as in y. 4. this is put here 
to fhew that the church will be in fuch a frame as 
before defcribed, when the Lord fhall have ful- 
filled all the petitions of his Anointed; of which fhe 
had a full affurance, as appears from the follow- 
ing words. 

¥. 6. Now know I that the Lord faveth bis Anoint- 
ed, &c.] Not David, though he was the anointed 
of the God of Facob, and was anointed with mate- 
rial oil to be king of J/rael by Samuel, at the- ex- 
prefs order of God himfelf; but David is not here 
ipeaking of himfelf, nor the church of him, but 
of the Meffiah; anoifited by Fehovab king over his 
holy hill of Zion, with the oil of gladneis, or the 
holy Spirit. The church in prayer. rifes in her 
faith, and is ftrongly affured’ of the falvation of 
the Meffiah; that though his troubles would be 
many and great, he fhould be delivered out of them 
all; fhould be heard and helped in the day of fal- 
vation, and be freed from the forrows of death and 
hell, he fhould be encompafied with ; that he fhould 
be raifed from the dead; have all power in heaven 
and earth given him; afcend on high and triumph 
over all his enemies; and all his people, all the 
members of his body fhould be faved through him, 
which is in a fenfe the falvation of himfelf. He 
will hear him from his holy heaven; where his 
throne and temple are, which is the habitation of 
his holinefs, whither the prayers of the Meffiah 
when on earth afcended, where they were received, 
heard, and anfwered. Before the church prays that 
he might be heard, now fhe believes he would ; 
and that, With the faving ftrength of bis right 
hand ; that is, by the exertion of his mighty power, 
in ftrengthening him as man to bear up under his 
forrows, go through his work, and finifh it; by 
upholding him with his right hand whilft engaged 
in it, and by raifing him up from the dead with it, 
and fetting him down at it in the higheft heavens. 

¥. 7. Some trutt in chariots, and fome in horfes, 
&c.}] That is, in chariots and horfes prepared for 
war; which, befides their ufe for carriage, did great 
annoyance to the enemy in battle, and were very 
terrible to them, and were greatly trufted in by 
thofe that poffefled them, Deut. xx. 1. I/a. xxxi.1. 
fuch chariots as were called currus falcati, that had 
fcythes at the fides of them, which being drove 
with fury among the infantry, cut them down as 
grafs is mown with fcythes; fuch the old Canaan- 
ites ufed, which were very terrible, Fo/b. xvii. 16. 
Fudg. iv. 3. and horfes trained up for war do much 
execution in a battle by pawing and trampling ; 
fee Fob xXxix. 21—25. though thefe are vain things 
for fafety, and not to be depended on, for falvation 
and victory are of the Lord, Pal. xxxiti. 17. Prov. 
xxi. 31. and fuch are the chariots and horfes of the 
fun, and the idols in which the Gentiles trufted, 
2 Kings xxiii. 11. Pfalm cxv. 8. and all external 
things in which men depend for falvation, as flefhly 
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privileges, outward works of righteoufnefs, mora- 
lity, a profeffion of religion, a round of duties, &c. 
all which are difclaimed by thofe who know the 
way of life and falvation by Chrift, Ho/ea xiv. 3. 
But we will remember the name of the Lord our God; 
not any of the names by which the Lord God is 
called, as Elohim, El-fhaddai, Fehovab, and the 
like; though each of thefe are worthy of remem- 
brance, and greatly ferve to encourage faith in him; 
but rather the perfections of God, {uch as the good- 
nefs, wifdom, and power of God, which are to be 
remembered and confided in; and not the friend- 
fhip of princes, the fchemes of human policy, and 
the outward forces of ftrength ; or elfe God him- 
felf is intended, whofe name is himfelf, and is a 
{trong tower to the righteous: and to remember 
him is to bear him in mind, and not forget him ; 
to have the defires of the foul towards him, and to 
the remembrance of him; and to make mention of 
him, of his names, attributes, word and works 3 
which is both for his glory and for the encourage- 
ment of faith in him, both in ourfelves and others; 
it is to call upon his name in times of trouble, and 
at all times, and alfo to truft in him and not in an 
arm of flefh ; for it ftands oppofed to trufting in 
chariots and horfes ; and it is to call to mind paft 
inftances of his goodnefs, wifdom and power, and 
be thankful for them, and make ufe of them to en- 
gage confidence in him; and which fhould be done 
from the confideration of his being God and not 
man, and of his being our God, our covenant- 
God and Father, 
¥. 8, They are brought down and fallen, &c.} 
Thefe are they that rode in chariots and on hotfes, 
and trufted in them ; who are brought down from 
their places of honour and fafety ; and fall, not into 
the hands of their enemies, and into a low and 
mean eftate, but to the ground by death; as alfo 
fuch who, being like Capernaum, lifted up to hea- 
ven with their own outward attainments, and think 
to get thither by them, are brought down to hell, 
and fall into the pit of corruption. But we are 
rifen, and ftand upright ; who remember the name 
of the Lord, and truft in him ; the church is fome- 
times in a very low and depreffed condition; ic 
confifts of a poor and an afflicted people, and who 
are perfecuted by men; fo the church has been un- 
der the heathen Roman emperors, and under the pa- 
pacy, and will be as long as fhe is in the wildernefs, 
and the witnefles prophefy in fackcloth ; and efpe- 
cially when they will be flain, and their bodies lie 
on the earth unburied; but thefe fhall rife and 
ftand upright, and afcend to heaven; there will be 
a glorious ftate of the church; there will be a re- 
viving of the intereft of Chrift, through the bring- 
ing in the fulnefs and forces of the Gentiles, and the 
converfion of the Jews; the dry bones will live 
again, and ftand upon their feet, an exceeding great 
army ; in thofe days the righteous will flourifh and 
have abundance of peace and profperity. This 
may alfo include the firft refurrection, which the 
faints will have a part in; the dead in Chrift will 
rife firft, and will ftand before the Lord with con- 
fidence, and not be afhamed; when the ungodly 
fhall not ftand in judgment, nor finners in the con- 
gregation of the righteous ; for though thefe words 
are expreffed in the prefent tenfe, becaufe of the 
certainty of them, they belong to future times ; 
hence the following petitions. 
¥. 9. Save, Lord, &c.] Not the king, as the 
Septuagint, Ethiopic, and Arabic verfions read the 
words, joining the word king to them, which is an 
the 
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the next claufe; but this, as Aben Ezra obferves, | King, the King of kings ; and who hears his peo- 
is not right, becaufe of the accent athnach, which | ple, when they call upon him, and while they are 
divides thefe words from the following; rather the | calling; yet he is rarely, if ever, called the King, 
word us may be fupplied; and fo the Syriac ver- | without any other additional epithet ; whereas the 
fion renders it; the Lord will deliver us; and the | Meffiah often is, as in the next pfalm, ¥. 1, 7. 
Targum is, O Lord, 7 PrBp, redeem us, or fave us; | and xlv. 1. and prayer is made to him, and he hea 
that is, wich a temporal, {piritual, and eternal fal- | and receives the prayers of his people; and, as 
vation: this petition is directed to Fehovab the Fa- | Mediator, prefents them to his Father perfumed 
ther, as ‘the following is to the King.Meffiah. Let | with his much incenfe; for he is a Prieft as well as 
the king hear us when we call; for not God the Fa- | a King. 

ther is here meant, though he is an everlafting 
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To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David. 


HIS pfalm was either written by David; and | verfion of his people, when falvation is brought 
i therefore called a p/alm of David; or it was| near unto them ; and efpecially at their glorifica- 
written, as it may be rendered, for David, by fome | tion, when they fhall be in the full enjoyment of 
other perfon, on account of his victories and tri- | it; then will they be his joy, and crown of rejoi- 
umphs ; or rather, concerning David *; that is, con- | cing: this is the joy that was fet before him, which 
cerning the Meffiah, the Son of David, as Kimebi| made him go fo chearfully through his fufferings 
fays, {ome expound it ; or concerning the Meffiah, | and death for them, Heb. xii. 2. the reafons of this 
who ts called David, Ezek, xxxvii. 24, 25. and | joy are, becaufe of the great love he bears to them; 
Farchi obferves, that their Rabdins interpret it of | the intereft and property he has in them; his un- 
the Meffiah ; but, fays he, it is right to explain it, | dertakings for them, as their furety, to bring them 
moreover, of David himfelf, for an anfwer to | fafe to glory; his purchafe of them by his blood; 
the heretics (chriftians) who err in it; and various | his interceffion for them, that they might be with 
paffages in this pfalm are by the Jewifh writers un- | him to behold his glory; and lait of all, becaufe 
derftood of the Meffiah; as the King, in ¥. 1, 7. | of his Father’s glory, his own glory, and the glo- 
is in the Zargum called the King Meffiahs; y. 4. | ry of the bleffed Spirit, which are concerned in the 
is inthe Talmud applied ‘to him, y. 3, 5. are in , falvation of thefe perfons. 
Zobar*, and in the Midraj/bes”, interpretedofhim;| y. 2. Thou hast given him his beart’s defire, &c.} 
and many chriftian writers underftand the whole of | Which the church had prayed for in P/al. xx. 4. 
him ; which is right: though Thesdoret thinks it | whatever Chrift’s heart defired, or his lips requeft- 
was penned on the account of the health of king | ed, has been given him. dud haft not withbolden 
Hezekiah, and his reftoration from his difeafe,;which | the requeft of bis lips. Selab. whatever he afked in 
is not likely. the council and covenant of peace was granted; he 
afked for all the eleét, as his fpoufe and bride; thefe 
¥. 1. The king fhall joy in thy Strength, O Lord, | were the defire of his heart and eyes, and they were 
&c.} Either in that ftrength which is in Zebovab | given him; he afked for all the bleflings of grace 
himfelf, in whom is everlafting ftrength ; and | for them, and all grace was given to them in him; 
which is feen in the works of creation and provi- | he afked for glory, for eternal life, and it was pro- 
dence, and is the fame in Chrift himfelf, as he is} mifed him; and not only the promife of it was 
the mighty God; or elfe in the ftrength which 7eo- | put into his hand, but the thing itfelf; fee P/alm 
vah communicated to Chrift as man, whereby he} ii. 8. 2 Tim. i. 1,9. 1 John v.11. and Pfal. xx. 4. 
_was ftrengthned in his human nature, to go thro’, | whatever he requefted of his Father, when here on 
“and complete the work of man’s redemption; or | earth, was granted; he always. heard him; that 
inthe ftrength which the Lord puts forth, and the} memorable prayer of his in Yobn xvii. is heard 
power which he exerts towards, and upon his peo- | and anfwered, both in what refpects himfelf, his 
ple, in converfion; which is the produce of the | own glorification, and the converfion, fanétification, 
exceeding greatnefs of his power; and in ftrength- | union, prefervation, and glorification of his peoples 
ning them, from time to time, to exercife grace, | whatever he now defires and requefts in heaven, as 
difcharge duty, and withftand temptations and fin ; | the advocate and interceffor for his faints, is ever 
and in keeping them fafe to the end; in fupport- } fulfilled ; which is an inftance of the great regard 
ing them under all their trials, and in carrying on | Febovab has unto him, and may be confidered as a 
and finifhing the work of faith upon their fouls ; all | reafon of his joy in him. 
which is matter of joy to Chrift. And in thy fal-| y. 3. For thou preventeft him with the bleffings of 
_vation bow greatly foall be rejoice? meaning either | goodnefs, &c.] Not temporal, but fpiritual blefs- 
his own falvation by the Lord, from all his fore | ings, which fpring from the grace and goodnefs of 
rows and troubles, and out of the hands of all ene- | God, and confift of it; and relate to the fpiritual 
mies, being in the prefence of God, where is ful- | and eternal welfare of thofe for whofe fake he re- 
nefs of joy, P/a/. xvi. g—11. or elfe the falvation | ceives them, and who are bleffed with them in him; __ 
of his people by him, which Yebovab appointed | his being prevented with them, denotes the freenefs 
them to, fecured for them in the covenant of grace, | of the donation of them ; that before he could well 
feat Chrift to work out for them, applies by his | afk for them, or before he had done requettir 
Spirit, and at laft puts into the full poffeffion of ; | them, they were given him ; and alfo the eacaee 
Chrift rejoices at the effectual vocation and con- | of the gift of them, they were put into his hands 
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before his incarnation, before he was manifeft in 
the fleth, even from the foundation of the world, 
and before the world began, Eph. i. 3, 4. 2 Tim. i. 
g. and likewife the order in which they were given, 
firft to Chrift, and then to his people in him, as the 
paflages referred to thew. Thou fetteft a crown of 
pure gold on bis bead ; which is expreffive of his 
victory over all enemies, fin, Satan, and the world, 
death and hell; and of his being poffeffed of his 
throne and kingdom; and has refpect to his exalt- 
ation at the right hand of God, where he is crowned 
with glory and honour: and this crown being of 
pure gold, denotes the purity, glory, folidity, and 
perpetuity of his kingdom ; this is a crown, not 
which believers put upon him by believing in him, 
and afcribing the glory of their falvation to him, 
or what the church, called his mother, has crowned 
him with, Cant. iii. 1#. but which his Father put 
upon him, who has fet him King over his holy hill 
of Zion, Pfal. ii. 6. and vili. 5. compare with this 
Rev. xiv. 14. The Septuagint and Vulgate Latin 
verfions read 4 crown of a precious tone; and fo 
Apcllinarius ; and feem to refer to the crown fet on 
David’s head, which had precious ftones in it, 
2 Sam. xii. 30. Fofephus * {ays it had a fardonyx. 
Fortunatus Scacchus* tancies the topaz is meant, and 
that the Hebrew text fhould be read 4 crown of to- 
paz; miftaking the fenfe of the word phaz, which 
never fignifies a topaz, but the beft gold, pure, fo- 
lid gold, 

y. 4. He afked life of thee, and thou gaveft it him, 
&c.] Both for himfelf, as man, when he was about 
to die, that he might be raifed to life again, which 
was granted him; and for his people, that they 
might live fpiritually and eternally, and according- 
ly life is given to him for them ; and he has power 
to give it to as many as the Father has given him, 
Fobn xvii. 2. Even length of days for ever and ever; 
the life he has for himfelf as man is what will ever 
continue ; he will die no more, death will have no 
more dominion over him; he will live for evermore, 
and that to make interceflion for his members, 
Rom. vi. 9, 16. Rev. i, 18. Heb, vii. 25. and the 
life. which is granted them at his requeft is an ever- 


Jafting one, both as to body and foul; for though 


they die as other men, they fhall live again in the 
refurrection of the juft, and never die more, but 
fhall be like the angels in heaven ; and as for the 
fecond death, that fhall not hurt them, nor have any 
power over them; they will live and reign with 
Chrift for ever. 

y. 5. His glory is great in thy falvation, &c.| 
That is, the glory of the king Meffiah is great in 
the Lord’s falvation of him; delivering him from 
all his troubles and forrows, and out of the hands 
of all his enemies, when he was raifed from the 
dead, and was fet at the right hand of God, and 
crowned with glory and honour: or the fenfe is, 
that his glory is great in the falvation of his people 
by him; it was his glory as mediator to be ap- 
pointed to be the Lord’s falvation to them ; and it 
being effected by him declares the glory and great- 
nefs of his perfon; and the nature of it is fuch as 
‘cannot fail of bringing glory to him ; and fuch is 


the fenfe his people have of it, that it obliges them 


to afcribe the glory of it alone to him. Honour 


.and majefty baft thou laid upon him, which is to be 
underftood not of the honour and majefty of his 


divine nature, which are effential to him, and not 
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laid upon him by any; nor of the glory which the 
faints attribute to him on account of their falvation 
by him ; but of that which his Father has put up- 
on him, and lies in the introduétion of him into his 
glory after his fufferings, and death, and refurrec- 
tion from the dead; in exalting him at his right 
hand above all creatures and things; in giving him 
all power in heaven and in earth; in putting all the 
gifts of the Spirit into his hands, which he receiv- 
ing gave to men, and in ordaining him judge of , 
quick and dead. 

¥. 6. For thou haft made him moft bleffed for 
ever, &c.] Not as God, for as fuch he is over all 
bleffed for ever, and not made fo; but as man and 
mediator : the words may be rendered, thou haft fet 
him to be bleffings for ever’, which defign the blefs- 
ings which are laid up in Chrift for his people, and 
which he imparts unto them, and they are bleffed 
with in him; fo that he is made a bleffing, or ra- © 
ther bleffings to them; fuch as redemption to free 
them from bondage, righteoufnefs to juftify them, 
fanétification to make them holy, wifdom to direét 
and guide them, and ftrength to affift and fupport 
them ; through whom they have the forgivenefs of 
fins, by whom they have peace with God, and 
from whom they receive all their joy and comfort, 
and at laft eternal life and happinefs; and all thefe 
are for ever, they are irreverfible bleffings, are ne- 
ver repented of, nor taken away : or this bleflednefs 
may be underftood of that which Chrift himfelf en- 
joys as man; which lies in his human nature being 
exalted to union with the Son of God; in being 
heard and helped in the day of falvation; in being 
raifed from the dead and glory given him; in being 
fet at God’s right hand, angels, authorities and 
powers being fubject to him, and in feeing the tra- 
vail of his foul with fatisfaCtion ; the particular in- 
{tance of his bleffednefs follows. Thou haft made 
him exceeding glad with thy countenance ; the glo- 
rious prefence of God in heaven; Chrift having 
done his work on earth afcended to heaven, where 
he was received by his Father with a chearful coun- 
tenance, was made to fit down on the fame throne 
with him, being well-pleafed with his obedience, 
righteoufnefs, and facrifice; and being now in the 
prefence of God, in which is fulnefs of joy, and at 
his right hand, where are pleafures for evermore, 
the human nature of Chrift is filled with an excefg 
of joy; the words may be rendered, thou hajt made 
or wilt make bim glad with joy*, with thy countee 
nance; fee Pfal. xvi. 11. Ads ii. 28, 

¥. 7. For the king trufteth in the Lord, &c.| That 
is, the king Meffiah, as the Targum paraphrafes it; 
he trufted in the Lord for his fupport and fuftenance 
as man, for affiftance and help in his time of 
trouble, and for deliverance out of it; he trufted 
in the Lord that he would hear him for himfelf and 
for his people; and that he would glorify him with 
all glory, honour, majefty, and bleffednefs before 
fpoken of; fee P/al. xxi, 8, 9, 10. J/fa. 1. 7, 9. 
John. xiii. 31, 32. And through the mercy of the 
moft High, he shall not be moved; God the Father 
is the moft High; Chrift is called the Son of the 
Higheft, and the Spirit the power of the Higheft, 
Luke i. 32, 35. there is mercy with him, which is 
a ground of hope and truft, in his people, and alfo 
in the Meffiah ; fee P/al. Ixxxix. 28, and {ome ver- 
fions make the mercy of the moft High to be what 
the king Meffiah trufts in, reading the words °, fr 
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the king trusteth in the Lord, and in the mercy of 
the most High; but the accent athnach, which dil- 
tinguifhes the propofitions, will not admit of it; 
but the fenfe is, that becaufe of the mercy, grace, 
goodnefs, and faithfulnefs of God in making and 
keeping his promifes, Chrilt would not be and was 
not moved from his truft and confidence in the 
Lord ; nor fhall he ever be removed from his throne 
of glory on which he fits; nor from the glorious 
and happy ftate in which-he is: nor will it ever be 
in the power of his enemies to difplace him; fer 
thefe in time will be deftroyed by him, as the fol- 
lowing words fhew. 

¥. 8. Thine band fhall find out all thine enemies, 
&c.|. The Jews, that would not have him to reign 
over them, who crucified him and perfecuted his 
apoftles ; the Gentiles, who were alfo concerned in 
his death ; the Roman emperors, who perfecuted the 
chriftians, and are fignified by the red dragon that 
waited to devour the man-child when brought forth 
by the woman, the church, Rev. xii. 3, 4. and alfo 
the papifis, the followers of the man of fin, who 
oppofe Chrift in his offices and grace, and are the 
enemies of his witneffes, and of his intereft; and 
befides thefe there are many profeffors of religion 
who are enemies to Chrift, either doétrinally or 
practically ;to whom may be added, the devil and 
his angels, and all thofe who are the children of 
him and are influenced by him: thefe the hand of 
Chrift will find out fooner or later; for the words 
are an addrefs to the king Meffiah, who being om- 
nifcient knows where all his enemies are, and where 
to find them; and being omnipotent he will lay 
hold upon them, and hold them, and none fhall 
efcape from him; his hand of vengeance fhall fall 
upon them, and he fhall inflict righteous and de- 
ferved punifhment on them ; and this fhall be the 
cafe of al] of them, none will be able to hide them- 
felves in fecret places from him, ‘This has been in 
part verified in the Jewifh nation at the deftruction 
of Ferufalem, when wrath came upon that people 
to the uttermoft for their treatment of the Meffiah; 
and in the pagan empire, when it was demolifhed, 
and kings and great men in vain called to the rocks 
and mountains to hide them from the wrath of the 
Lamb, Rev. vi. 15, 16, 17. and will have a far- 
ther accomplifhment in the antichriftian ‘ftates and 
kingdoms, when the vials of God’s wrath fhall be 
poured out upon them; and efpecially at the bat- 
the of Armageddon, when Chrift will avenge him- 
felf, and get rid of all his enemies at once; and will 
have its final accomplifhment in all wicked men 
and devils at the day of judgment, when all Chrift’s 
enemies will be found out by him, whether open 
or fecret, and receive their juft punifhment. Thy 
right band foall find out thofe that hate thee; this is 
the fame with the former claufe, and is repeated for 
the farther certainty and greater confirmation of 
the thing ; and the right band is mentioned as ex- 
preflive of the mighty power of the Lord. The 
Chaldee paraphrafe renders it, the vengeance of thy 
right band. 
~ yt. 9. Thou foalt make them as a fiery oven, &c.] 
Some think the allufion is to David’s caufing the 
Ammonites to pafs through the brick-kiln, 2 Sam, 
xii. 31. others to the burning of Sodom and Go- 
morrah : it reprefents what a fevere punifhment 
fhall be inflicted on the enemies of Chrift; they 
fhall be caft into a fiery oven, or furnace of fire, 
as Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego, were by the 
order of Nebuchadnezzar 3 fo fome render the 
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words, thou /halt put them into a fiery oven,-D as 
being put for 3 ito °: wicked men are as dry trees, 
as ftubble, as thorns or briers, and are fit fuel for 
a fiery oven or furnace ; by which is meant the 
wrath and fury of God, which is poured forth as 
fire; and this has had its fulfilment in part in the 
Jews at Ferufalem’s deftruction ; when that day of 
the Lord burned like an oven, and the proud and 
haughty Jews, and who dealt wickedly by Chrift, 
were burned up in it, Mal. iv. 1. and will have an 
additional accomplifhment, when the whore of 
Babylon fhall be burnt with fire; and when the 
beaft and falfe prophet fhall be caft alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimftone ; and ftill more 
fully at the general conflagration, when will be 
the perdition of ungodly men, and the earth and 
all that is therein fhall be burnt up; and efpecially 
when all wicked men and devils fhall be caft into 
the lake and furnace of fire, where will be weeping, 
wailing, and gnathing of teeth; fee Rev. xvii. 16. 
and xix. 20. and xx. 10-—15. Matt. xiii. 41, 42. 
and xxv: 41. 2 Pet. iii. 7, 10,12. This will be 
in the time of thine anger, or of thy countenance*; 
not his gracious, but his angry countenance ; when 
he fhall put on a fierce look, and appear as the 
lion of the tribe of Fudab, and ftir up all his wrath. 
The Lord fhall fwallow them up in bis wrath: not 
that they fhall be annihilated ; their fouls remain 
after death, and their bodies after the refurreétion, 
and will be tormented with the fire of God’s wrath 
for ever and ever; the phrafe is expreflive of utter 
ruin, of the deftru¢tion of foul and body in hell ; 
fee Pfal. xxxv. 25. Farchi takes it to be a prayer, 
may the Lord fwallow them up, &c. and the fire 
foall devour them; that is, as the Targum para= 


phrafes it, the fire of hell; or, however, it de- 


figns the wrath of God, who is a confuming fire ; 
or that fiery indignation of his, which fhall devour 
the adverfaries ; which comes down upon them 
either in temporal judgments here, or in their ever- 
lafting deftruction hereafter. 

¥. 10. Their fruit fhalt thou deftroy from the 
earth, &c.] Meaning the offspring of wicked 
men; the fruit of the womb, P/al. cxxvii. 3. 
the fame with their feed in the next claufe; and 
their feed from among the children of mens fee Pfal. 
Xxxvii. 28. which muft be underftood of fuch of 


their feed and offspring as are as they were when 


born; are never renewed and fanétified, but are 
like their parents ; as the Jews were, their parents 
were vipers, and they were ferpents, the géneration 
of them ; and were the children of the devil, and 
did his works : now thefe paflages had their ac- 
complifhment in the Jews, when-the day of God’s 
wrath burnt them up, and left them neither root 
nor branch, Mal. iv. 1. and in the Pagan empire, 
when every mountain and ifland were moved out 
of their places, and the heathen perifhed out of 
the land, Rev. vi 14. P/al. x. 16. and will be 
further accomplifhed, when the Lord thall punifh 
the wicked woman Fezebel, the antichriftian harlot, 
and kill her children with death, Rev. ii. 23. See 
Pfal. civ. 35. 

y. 11. For they intended evil againft thee, 8ec.] 
All evil, whether in thought or deed, if not imme- 
diately and directly, yet is ultimatel 
Lord, whofe law is tranfgreffed, and who is de- 


fpifed and refleéted upon as a lawgiver; all finis ~ 


an hoftility committed againft God, or againft 
Chrift, againft the Lord and his anointed, or 


againft his people, who are all one as himfelf : the 


intention 
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intention of evil is evil, and is cognizable by the 
Lord, and punifhable by him; They imagined a 
mifcbievous device, which they are not able to per- 
form: not the death of Chrift; that was indeed 
in itfelf a mifchievous device of theirs, but that 
they performed, though they had not their end in 
it; they expected his name would then perith, and 
they fhould hear no more of him: but rather, 1t 
refpects his refurrection from the dead, they could 
not prevent, though they took all imaginable care 
that there might be no fhew of it ; and when they 
found he was really raifed from the dead, they con- 
trived a wicked fcheme to ftop the credit of ir, but 
in vain, Matt. xxvii. 63-66. xxvill. 12, 13, 14, 
and Jews and Gentiles and Papifts, have formed 
f{chemes and done all they can to root the gofpel, 
¢aufe, and intereft of Chrift out of the world, but 
have not been able to perform it. 

¥. 12. Therefore foalt thou make them turn their 
back, &c,| Or fleeand run away to private places, 
to hide themfelves from the wrath of God and of 
the Lamb, though to no purpofe ; or make them 
durn behind thy back : God will turn his back upon 
them, and be negligent and carelef$ of them, and 
not regard them when they cry in their mifery and 
deftruction. Some Jewifh interpreters * underftand 
it of their being put-together on one fide, in one 
corner, and be feparate trom the people of God; 
to which fenfe the Targum inclines, rendering the 
ward for back the shoulder, which fometimes fig- 
nifies unanimity and conjunction, Zeps. iii. g. and 
thus being all together by themfelves, the wrath 
of God fhall be poured forth upon them, and they 
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fhall be deftroyed at once: fo the chriftians were, 
by the providence of God, brought out of Feru/a-: 
lem before its deftruction; and the faints will be 
called out of Babylon before its fall; and the goats, 
the wicked, will be feparated from the righteous, 
and fet together at Chrift’s left hand ; for they fhall 
not ftand in the congregation of the righteous : 
but the beft fenfe of the words is, thou shalt fet 
them fora butt or ‘ heap; or, as it is in the Hebrew 
text, a fhoulder ; a butt to fhoot at being fo called, 
becaufe it is earth heaped up like a fhoulder ; feé 
Job xvi. 12, 13. and to this agrees what follows : 
when thou Jhalt make ready thine arrows upon thy 
firings againft the face of them; that is, direct the 
arrows of his wrath and vengeance right againft 
them ; fee P/al. vii. 11-13. 

¥.13. Bethou exalied, Lord, in thine own ftrength, 
&c.}] Exert thy ftrength, difplay thy power in fuch 
manner, that thou maytt be exalted and magnified 
on accountofit. ‘This was fulfilled at the deftruc- 
tion of Ferufalem, when the kingdom of God 
came with power, Mark ix. 1. and will be again 
when Babylon fhall be utterly deftroyed, becaufe 
the Lord is ftrong who judgeth her, Rev, xviii. 8. 
and finally at the day of judgment,when the wick- 
ed will be punifhed with everlafting deftruction 
from the prefence of the Lord, and the glory of 
his power, 2 Thef.i.g. So will we fing aud praife 
thy power; forms of fuch fongs of praife may. be 
feen, as Cocceius obferves, in Rev. xi. 15——18. and 
XV. 3, 4. and xix. 1, 2—=7. at the founding of 
the feventh trumpet, at the victory over the beatt, 
and hisimage, and at the deftruction of Babylon. 


PSALM XXII, 
To the chief mufician upon Ajyeleth Shahar, a pfalm of David. 


Prt HE only thing obfervable in the title of this 

pfalm, is the fenfe of the words Ayeleth 
Shahar, left untranflated ; which, according: to fome 
of thé Jewith ® interpreters, is the name of a mu- 
fical inftrumeént ; to which our verfion inclines ; 
and a learned Jew * fays, it is the inftrument which 
the mourning women ufed on account of diftrefs, 
which was fudden, not known till it came, asa 
man does not think of the morning till he fees it. 
Aijéleth with him has the fignification of mourning, 
as Ei in Foel i. 8. and Sbabar, as in J/ai. xlvily 11. 
and Hof. x. 15. fo AYyN and AN are ufed in the 
Mifnab' for a mourning woman ; and with others, 
it is the beginning of a fong to the tune of which 
the pfalm was jet *: but I rather think .the 
words exprefs the fubject-matter of the pfalm, 
and that they may be beft rendered, . concerning 
Aijeleéth Shabar; which fignify either according 
to the Chaldee paraphrafe, the daily morning- 
facrifice ; or, as fome Jewifh writers ' obferve, 
the morning-ftar ; or, according to the Septuagint, 
the morning-help™; ox rather,. the morning-bind, or 
bind of the morning : but who fhould be defigned 
hereby is the queftion, The Jews would have any 
rather than the Meffiah ; fome fay Ejther *, who 
fo feafonably anid readily appeared for the Jews in 
diftrefs, and was the means of their deliverance ; 
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but there is not one word in the pfalm that agrees 
with her; and there are fome things which were 
manifeftly fpoken of a man, and not a woman, 
¥. 8, 24. others fay David, ° when he fled from 
Saul, or, as others, from bfalom: but the dif 
jointing the bones of this perfon, the piercing his 
hands and feet, parting, his garments, and cafting 
lots on his vefture, mentioned in y. 14, 16, 18. 
were never fulfilled in him. Others ? would have 
the congregation of J/rael in captivity intended s 
but it is plain that a fingle perfon is fpoken of 
throughout ; and he is manifeftly diftinguifhed 
from others, from his brethren, from the congre- 
gation, from the feed of Facob and Ijrael, y¥. 22, 
23, and, indeed, no other than the Meffiah can 
be meant: and of this there ought to be no doubt 
with chriftians,when ¥. 1. is compared with Matt, 
Xxvii. 46. yF. 8. with Matt. xxvii. 43. ¥.18. with 
Matt. xxvii, 35. ¥. 22. with Heb, ii. 12. and the 
Jews themfelves fometimes fay, that by Aijeletb 
Shabar, is meant the Shekinab %, or the divine Ma- 
jefty ; and in what way foever thefe words are ren+ 
dered, they agree with Chrift : he is the antitype 
of the daily morning-facrifice, the Lamb: of God, 
who continually takes away the fin of the world ; 
and very fitly is he fo called in the title of a pfalm, 
which fpeaks fo much of his fufferings and death, 

which 
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which are a propitiatory facrifice for the fins of his 
people; he is the bright and morning flar, Rev. 
xxii. 16. the day-fpring from on high, the fun of 
righteoufnefs, and light of the world; he had 
morning-belp in his very infancy, when his life was 
fought for by Hered ; and had early and feafonable 
help and affiftance in the acceptable time, and in 
the day of falvation, and early in the morning was 
he raifed from the dead, and had glory given him : 
but as the words are better rendered the mornings 
bind, this fuits with Chrift, who is frequently com- 
pared toa roe or a young hart, Cans. ii. 9, 17. 
and viii. 14. and he may be compared to a bind for 
its lovingnefs to its mate and young, Prov, v. 19. 
the love of Chrift to his church and people being 
very ftrong and affectionate, and palling know- 
ledge ; and alfo for its lovelinefs and goodlinefs, 
Gen, xlix. 21. Chrift being exceeding amiable and 
lovely, and fairer than the children of men ; like- 
wife for its gentlenefs and harmlefsnefs, Chrift 
being meek and lowly, holy and harmlefs; and 
for its antipathy to ferpents, there being an enmity 
between Chrift, the feed of the woman, and the 
ferpent and his feed ; for its being hunted by dogs, 
as Chrift was by Herod, by the fcribes and Phari- 
fees, by Fudas, and the band of foldiers; fee ¥. 
16. of this pfalm ; for its being fit for food, Deut. 
xiv. 5. and as it is faid to be the fittter for being 
hunted, Chrift’s flefh being meat indeed, and the 
more fuitable:to faith, as being facrificed for us ; 
and for its long’ life itis faid to have, Chrift, 
though once dead, being alive again, and living 
for evermore ; to which ~may be added. its great 
{wiftnefs, expreflive of the readinefs of Chrift to 
comply with his Father’s propofals and do his 
will; to come into this world in the fullhefs of 
time, and fet about the work he came to do; to 
delivér up himfelf into the hands of his enemies, 
and Jay down his life for his people ; and of his hafte 
to help them in diftrefs, and vifit them with his 
gracious prefence, and to appear a fecond time to 
them unto falvation. He may be called the hind 
of the morning, looking lovely and beautiful as the 
morning, and fwift and chearful as the hind when 
it rifes trom its reft, and runs’ its courfe ;* or, be- 
caufe of his being hunted in the morning of his in- 
fancy ‘by Herod; or becaufe it was early in the 
morning; the chief priefts confulted to take away 
his life; and as early ‘alfo he rofe from the dead, 
when God made his feet like hinds feet, and fet 
him on his high places, P/al. xviii. 33. The 
ancient chriftian writers generally’ underftood it of 
Chrift wholly. ‘ujftin- Martyr * fays, the whole 
pfalm is fpoken of Chrift ; and Tertullian obferves 
*, that it contains the whole paffion, or all the fuf- 
ferings of Chrift. The late Monfieur Fourmont * 
the elder, profeffor of the oriental languages in the 
univerfity of Paris, has a very fingular notion, that 
this pfalm was written by ‘Yeremiah, when he was 
drawn up from the dungeon, and is a hiftory of 
his life and fufferings, in which he was a type of 
Chrift. 


y. 1.’ My God, my God, &c,] God is the God 
of Chrift as he is man; he prepared a body for 
him, an human nature; anointed it with the oil of 
gladnels fupported it under all its forrows and fuf- 
ferings, and at laft exalted it at his own right 


hand; «and Chrift behaved towards him.as his coe’ 


venant-God; prayed to him, believed in him, 
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loved him, and was obedient to him as fuch ; and 
here exprefies his faith of intereft in him, when he 
hid his tace from him, on account of which he ex- 
poftulates with him thus, why haft thou oni 
me ? which is to be underftood, not as if the hypo- 
{tatical or perfonal union of the divine and human 
natures were diffolved, or that the one was now fe- 
parated from the other; for the fullnefs of the 
Godhead ftill dwelt bodily in him; nor that heceafed 
to be the object of the Father’s love ; for fo he was 
in the midft of all his fufferings, yea, his Father 
loved him becaufe he laid down his life for the 
fheep ; nor, that the principle of joy and comfort 
was loft in him, only the act and fenfe of it; he 
was nowdeprived of the gracious prefence of God, 
of the manifeftations of his love to his human foul, 
and hada fenfe of divine wrath, not for his own 
fins, but for the fins of his people, and was fora 
while deftitute of help and comfort ; all which 
were neceffary in order to make fatisfa¢ction for fin : 
for as he had the fins of his people imputed to him, 
he muft bear the whole punifhment of them, which 
is twofold, the punifhment of lofs and the punifh- 
ment of fenfe ; the former lies in a deprivation of 
the divine prefence, and the latter in a fenfe of di- 
vine wrath, and both Chrift fuftained as the furety 
of his people. This expoftulation is made not as 
ignorant of the reafon of it; he knew that as he 
was wounded and bruifed for the fins of his people, 
he was deferted on the fame account; nor as im- 
patient, for he was a mirror of patience in all his 
fufferings ; and much lefs as in defpair; for in 
thefe very words, he ftrongly exprefles and repeats 
his faith of intereft in God; fee ¥. 8. and alfo J/ai. 
1. 6, 7,9. But this is done to fet forth the great- 
nefs and bitternefs of his fufferings; that not only 
men hid their faces from him, and the fun in the 
firmament, withdrew, its light and heat from him, 
but, what was moft grievous of all, his God de- 
parted from him. From. hence. it appears that_he 
was truly man, had an human foul, and endured 
forrows and fufferings in it ; and this may be of 
ufe to hismembers, to expect the hidings of God’s 
face, though on another account; and to teach 
them to wait patiently for him, and to truft in the 
Lord, and ftay themfelves upon their God, even 
while they walk in darknefs and fee no light. 
Why art thou fo far from helping me 2 or from my 
falvation ; from faving and delivering him out of 


' 
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his forrows and fufferings ? not that he defpaired of . 


help’; he firmly believed he fhould have it, and 
accordingly had it: but he expoftulates about the 
deferring of it. He adds, and from the words of 
my roaring ? which expreffes the vehemency of his 
fpirit in crying to God, the exceeding greatnefs of 
his forrows, and his excruciating pains and fuffer- 
ings: this is what the apoftle means by his Sfrong 
crying and tears, Heb. v. 7. or the words of my 
roaring are far from my falvation ; there is a great 
fpace or interval between the one and the other, as: 
Guffetius * obferves. * it oe ee 
¥. 2. Omy God, Icryin the day-time, &c.. 
the time of his fuffering on the crofs, which w 
in the day-time: But thou hearest me not, and y 
he was always heard, Yobn xi. 41, 42. thoug 
was not faved from dying, yet he was quickly de- 
livered from the power of death, ‘and fo was heard 
in that he feared, Heb. v. 7. And in the night-feafon , 
in the night in which he was in the garden, forro a 
ing and praying, the night in which he was be- 
“ ray : 13-3 ef?! trayed 
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trayed and was apprehended ; and though the na- 
tural defires of his human foul were not heard and 
anf{wered, thatthe cup might pafs from him, yet 
his prayer in fubmiffion to the will of God was : 
moreover, the day-time and night feafon, may de- 
fign the inceffant and continual prayer of Chrift ; 
he prayed always, night and day: avd am not filent ; 
but continue to pray, though as yet feemingly not 
heard and anfwered ; or there is 0 filence to me™ ; 
that is, no reft from forrow and pain ; or no likene/s 
to me*, there are none like me, no-forrow like my 
forrow, as in Lam. i. 12. 

y. 3. But thou art boly, &c.] Which may be 
confidered either as an argument with his God, 
why he fhould hear and anfwer him, fince he is 
holy, juft and faithful; he has promifed, when 
any call upon him in a day of trouble, he will 
hear and anfwer them, and will be glorified by 
them ; this Chrift did, and therefore pleads his 
faithfulnefs to his promife : or rather, a reafon qui- 
eting him under divine defertion, and a fenfe of 
divine wrath; that God was righteous in all his 
ways, and holy in all his works; and that where- 
as he was the furety of his people, and had all their 
fins on him, it was perfectly agreeable to the holi- 
nefs and juftice of God to treat him in the man- 
ner he did; yea it was done to declare his righ- 
teoufnefs, that he might appear to be juft, whilft 
he is the juftifier of him that believes in him. 
O thou that inbabiteft the praifes of Ifrael , either 
the place where J/rael offered the facrifices of praife 
to God, the tabernacle or temple, the houfe of 
prayer and praife in which Febovah dwelt ; or the 
true J/rael of God praifing him, who are formed 
for himfelf, and called by his grace to fhew forth 
his praifes; among whom he takes up his refi 
dence: or elfe the praifes themfelves ; and fo the 
phrafe denotes God’s gracious acceptance of them, 
and well-pleafednefs in them, fignified by his in- 
habiting of them, and the frequent and conftant 
afcription of them to him: and perhaps refpect 
may be had chiefly to the praifes of his people for 
providing fuch a Saviour for them, fending him 
in the fullnefs of time, and nat {paring him, but 
delivering him up into the hands of juftice and 
death for them; and for giving all things freely 
with him. 

y. 4. Our fathers trusted in thee, &c.] By 
whom are meant Abrabam, Ifaac and Facob, from 
whom our Lord defcended ; and the people of J/- 
rael when in Egypt, in the times of the Judges, and 
in all ages before the coming of Chrift, of whom, 
as concerning the flefh, or as to his hyman nature, 
Chrift came, Rom. ix. 5, thefe, as they were fo- 
journers, and went from place to place, efpecially 
the patriarchs, and were often in trouble and dif- 
trefs, when they called upon the Lord, looked to 
him, and put their truft and confidence in him; not 
in themfelves, their own wifdom, riches and ftrength, 
nor in others, in any mere Creature, nor in any out- 
ward thing, or arm of flefh, but in the Lord Feho- 
_ wah, in whom is everlafting ftrength; they be- 
-Jieved in the power of God, that he was able to 
help and deliver them, and they had faith in him 
that he would; they depended upon his word and 

romife, and were perfuaded he would never fuffer 
his faithfulnefs to fail ; they committed themfelves 
to the Lord, and ftayed themfelves upon him. 
They trusted, this is repeated not only for the fake 
of emphafis, pointing gut fomething remarkable 


and commendable, and for the greater certainty of 
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it, more ftrongly confirming it ; or to obferve the 
many that put their tru{t in the Lord, the numer- 
ous inftances of confidence in him; but alfo to de= 
note the conftancy and continuance of their faith, 
they trufted in the Lord at all times. And thou 
did% deliver thems, out of the hands of all their 
enemies, and out of all their forrows and afflictions; 
inftances of which we have in the patriarchs, and 
in the people of //rael when brought out of Egypt, 
and through the Red fea and wildernefs, and in 
the times of the Judges, when they were diftrefled 
by their neighbours, and God fent them a deliverer 

time after time. » 
¥. 5. They cried unto thee, and were delivered, 
&c ] As the J/raelites did in Egyptian bondage, 
and as they in after times did when in diftrefs ; fee 
Exod. ii, 23. Pfal. cvii. 6, 13, Se. The crying 
is to be underftood of prayer to Gad, and fome- 
times defigns mental prayer, fighing and groaning, 
which cannot be uttered, when no voice is heard, 
asin Mofes, Exod, xiv,15. but oftener vocal prayer, 
put up in times of diftrefs, and denotes the vehe- 
mency of trouble, and eagernefs of defire to be 
heard and relieved ; and this cry was from faith, ic 
followed upon and was accompanied with trufting 
in the Lord; it was the prayer of faith, which is 
effectual and avajleth much, and iffued in deliver- 
ance, They trufied in thee, and were not confouud= 
ed; or afbamed neither of the object of their truft, 
the living God, as thofe who truit in graven ima- 
ges; fo Moab was afhamed of Chemofh, Jer. xlviii. 
13. nor of their hope and truft in him, it being 
fuch as makes.not afhamed, P/a/. cxix. 116, Rom. 
v. 5. nor of the confequences of it; when men truft 
in any thing and it fails them, and they have not 
what they expect by it, they are filled with fhame 
and confufion, //a, xxx. 2. but they that truft in 
the Lord are never confounded, or made afhamed; 
their expectations do not perifh: now Chrift men- 
tians this cafe of his anceftors as a reafon of the 
praifes of Z/rael, which they offered up to God for 
deliverances, and which he inhabited, y. 3. as alfo 
by way of encouragement to him(elf in his prefent 
circumftances, thac though the Lord was at a dif- 
tance from him, and feemed not to regard him and 
his cries, yet that he would deliver him; and like- 
wife as an argument with God that he would do 
fo, fince it had been his wonted way and method 
with his fathers before; moreover he may take no- 
tice of it in order to reprefent his own forlorn, une 
comfortable and deplorable condition, which was 
abundantly worfe than theirs, and the reverfe of it, 
as it feemed at prefent. ' 
y. 6. But [am a worm, and no man, &c.| Chrift 
calls himfelf a worm, not becaufe of his original, 
for he was not of the earth earthy, but was the 
Lord from heaven; nor becaufe of his human na- 
ture, man being a worm, and the fon of man fuch, 
Fob xxv. 6. and becaufe of his meannefs and low 
eftate jn that nature, in his humiliation ; nor to ex- 
prefs his humility, and the mean thoughts he had 
of himfelf, as David, his type, calls himfelf a dead 
dog, and a flea, 1 Sam. xxiv. 14. but on account 
of the opinion that men of the world had of him ; 
fo Facob is called a worm, Ifa. xli. 14. not only 
becaufe mean in his own eyes, but contemptible in 
the eyes of others. The Jews efteemed Chrilt as 
a worm, and treated him as fuch; he was loath- 
fome to them and hated by them; every one tram- 
pled upon him and trod him under foot as men do 
worms ; fuch a phrafe is ufed of him in Heb. x. 29, 
there 
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there is an agreement in fome things between the 
worm and Chrift in his ftate of humiliation ; as in 
its uncomelinefs and difagreeable appearance; fo in 
Chrift the Jews could difcern no form nor comeli- 
nefs wherefore he fhould be defired; and in its 
weaknefs, the worm being an impotent, unarmed, 
and defencelefs creature; hence the Chaldee para- 
phrafe renders it here a weak worm; and though 
Chrift is the mighty God, and is alfo the fon of 
man whom God made ftrong for himfelf, yet there 
was a weaknefs in his human nature, and he was 
crucified through it, 2 Cor. xiti: 4. and it has been 
obferved by fome, that the word Myyi7 here wied 
fignifies the fcarlet-worm, or the worm that is in 
the grain or berry with which fcarlet is dyed; and 
like this fcarlet-worm did our Lord-look, when by 
way of mockery he was clothed with a {carlet robe ; 
and efpecially when he appeared’in his dyed gar- 
ments, and was red in his apparel, as one that 
treadeth in the wine-fat; when his body was co- 
vered with blood when he hung upon the crofs, 
which was fhed to make crimfon and fearlet fins as 
white as wool. When Chrift fays he was no man, 
his meaning is, not that he was not truly and really 
man, for he affumed a true body and a reafonable 
foul; he partook of the fame flefh and blood with 
his children, and was in all things made like unto 
his brethren, excepting fin; but that he was a man 
of no figure, he bore no office, and had no title of 
honour ; he was not a Rabbi, nor a member of the 
Fewify Sanbedrim , he had no fhare of government, 
either in the civil or ecclefiaftic ftate; he was a 
carpenter’s fon, and a carpenter; nor was he treated 
as a man, but in the moft inhuman manner ; he 
was defpifed and rejected of men, he was called a 
madman, and faid to have a devil. 4 reproach of 
wen ; he was reproached by men, as if he had been 
the worft of men; the reproaches of God and of 
his people all fell on him, infomuch that his heart 
was broken with them; fee Pal. lxix. 7—12, 19, 
20. and it was reckoned a reproach to men to be 
feen in his company, or to be thought to belong to 
him, and be a difciple of his; hence fome who be- 
lieved he was the Meffiah, yet would not confefs 
him, becaufe they loved the praife of men more 
than the praife of God, Fobm xii. 42, 43. And de- 
Spifed of the people , rejected with contempt as the 
Meffiah, refufed with fcorn as the ftone of J/rael, 
difallowed of men, and fet at nought by them ; by 
the people are meant the people of the Jews, his 
own people and nation; which contempt of him 
they fignified both by geftures and words, as in 
the following verfes. 

¥. 7. All they that fee me, laugh me to feorn, &c.] 
To the afflicted pity fhould be fhewn; but inftead 
of pitying bim in his diftreffes they laughed at him, 
this muft be underftood of the foldiers when they 
had him in Pi/ate’s hall, and of the Jews in gene- 
ral when he hung upon the crofs; fome particular 
perfons muft be excepted, as ‘fon the beloved difci- 
ple, the mother of our Lord, Mary Magdalene and 
fome other women, who ftood afar off beholding 
him. They /hoot out the lip, or open with the lip’, 
they made mouths at him, they put out their lips, 
or gaped upon him with their mouths, and in a 
way of fport and paftime made wide mouths and 
dréw out their tongues, as in Fob xvi. 10. L/a. lvii. 
4. They foake the bead, faying ; in a way of fcorn 
and derifion, as in Lam. ii.15. This was fulfilled 
n the Jews, Matt. xxvii. 39. 
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yt 8.) He trusted on the Lord, that be avould:deli-. 
ver him, &c,| Not that they {poke in a deriding, 
way of the ebject of his-truft,, for as impious as. 
they were, this they: did: not do; but of bs eit 
in the Lord, which they looked upon.to be.a falfe. 
one, as would appear by his not being delivered as’ 
he trufted ; but his confidence was a well-grounded’ 
one; though jeered at by thefe men, and he was_ 


delivered in the Lord’s own time and way from’ ~ 


all his enemies, and out of all his.troubles. Let. 
him deliver him, feeing he delighted in him’; this, is, 
another ironical, farcaftic flout, not at God, but at, 
Chrift, and at his profeffion of truft in God, his 
claim of intereft in his favour, -and of relation to, 
him as being the Son of his love in whom he was 
well-pleafed ; he always was the delight of his Fa- 
ther; he expreffed his well-pleafednefs in him at his 
baptifm, and transfiguration on the mount;- he 
took pleafure in him whilft he was fuffering and 
dying in the room and ftead of his people; and 
he delivered him, raifed him from the dead, and. 
brought him into a large place, becaufé he delighted 
in him, P/al. xvii. 19, Thefe very words were 
faid by the Jews concerning Chrift, as he hung up- 
on the crofs, Matt. xxvii. 43. 

¥. 9. But thou art be that took me out of the 
womb, &c.| The Papifts affirm, that there was 
fomething miraculous in the manner of Chrift’s 
coming into the world, as well as in his conception ; 
that his conception of a virgin was miraculous is 
certain, being entirely owing to the wonderful and 
myfterious overfhadowing of the Holy Ghoft, and 
which was neceflary to preferve his human nature 
from the contagion of fin, common to all that 
defcend from Adam by: ordinary generation; that 
fo that individual of human nature might be pro- 
per to be united to the Son of God, and that it 
might be a fit facrifice for the fins of mens but. 
otherwife in all other things, fin only excepted, he 
was made like unto us; and it is aclearcafe, that 
his mother bore him the ufual time, and went with 
him her full time of nine months, as women com- 
monly do ; fee Luke i. 56. Matt. i, 18, 20, 24s 
Luke ii. 5, 6, and it is as evident that he was born 
and brought forth in the fame manner other infants, 
are, feeing he was prefented to the Lord in the Tem- 
ple, and the offering was brought for him accord 
ing to the law refpecting the male that opensthe 
womb, Luke ii. 22, 23. and the phrafe that is here 
ufed, is expreflive of the common _ providence of 
God which attends fuch an event, every man bei 
as it were midwifed into the world by God him- 
felf ; fee Fob x. 18. Pfal. \xxi. 6. though there 
was, no doubt, a peculiar providence which attended 
the birth of our Lord, and makes this expreffion 


more peculiarly applicable to him 5 fince his mo- — 


ther Mary when her full time was come, was ata 
diftance from the place of her refidence, was in an 
inn, and in a ftable there, there being no room for 
her in theinn, and fo very probably had no women 
about her to affift her, nor any midwife with her ; 
and there was the more vifible appearance of the 
hand of God in this affair, who might truly be 
faid to take him out of the womb: Thou didft make 


me hope when 1 was upon my mother’s breafiss — 


which may be underftood of the tion and 

hope, common to infants,which have not the ufe of 

reafon,with all creatures, whofe eyes wait upon the 

Lord, and he gives them their meat in due feafon 5 

and here may regard the fudden and fuitable fd 
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vifion of milk in the mother’s breaft, to which 
there is in the infant a natural defire, and an hope 
and expectation of. The words may be rendered, 
as iy by fome, thou did/t keep me in fafety, or 
make me fafe and fecure 7, when I was upon my 
mother’s breaft: this was verified in Chrift at the 
time Hered fought to take away his life ; he was 
then in his mother’s arms, and fucked at her breaft; 
when the Lord in a dream acquainted Fo/eph with 
Herod’s defign, and directed him to flee with the 
young child and his mother into Eeyp/, where they 
were kept in fafety till the death of Herod. This 
fenfe of the words frees them from a difficulty, 
how the grace of hope, or of faith and confidence, 
can, in a proper fenfe, be exercifed in the infant- 
ftate ; for though the principle of grace may be 
implanted fo early, yet how it fhould be exercifed 
when there is not the due ufe of reafon, is not eafy 
to conceive; if, therefore, the words are taken in 
this fenfe, the meaning muft be, that he was 
caufed to hope as foon as_ he was capable of it, 
which is fometimes the defign of fuch a phrafe ; 
fee Fob xxxi. 18. unlefs we fuppofe fomething ex- 
traordinary in Chrift’s human nature, which fome 
interpreters are not willing to allow, becaufe he was 
in all things like unto us excepting fin; but I fee 
not, that feeing the human nature was an extraor- 
dinary one, was perfectly holy from the firft of it, 
the grace of God was upon itas foon as born, and 
it was anointed with the Holy Ghoft above its fel- 
lows, why it may not be thought to exercile grace 
in an extraordinary manner, fo early as is here ex- 
preffed, literally underftood. 

y. 10. I was caft upon thee from the womb, &c.] 
Fither by himfelf, trufting in God, hoping in him, 
and cafting all the care of himfelf upon him; or 
by his parents, who knew the danger he was ex- 

ofed to, and what fchemes were laid to take away 
his life ; and therefore did, in the ufe of all means 
they were direéted to, commit him to the care and 
protection of God: the fenfe is, that the care of 
him was committed to God foearly; and he took 
the care of him and gave full proof it; Thou art 
my God from my mother’s belly : God was his cove- 
nant-God from everlafting, as he loved his human 
nature, chofe it to the grace of union, and gave it 
a covenant-fubfiftence ; but he fhewed himfelf to 
be his God in time, and that very early, calling 
him from the womb, and making mention of his 
name from his mother’s belly, and preferving him 
from danger in his infancy; and it was his cove- 
vant-intereft in God, which, though mentioned laft, 
was the foundation of all his providential care of 
him and goodnefs to him. Now all thefe early ap- 
pearances of the power and ‘providence of God, on 
the behalf of Chrift as man, are fpoken of in op- 
pofition to the fcoffs and flouts of his enemies about 
his truft in God, and deliverance by him, and to 
encourage his faith and confidence in him ; as well 
as are fo many reafons and arguments with God 
yet to be with him, help and affift him, as fol- 
lows. 

y. 11. Be not far from me, &c.] Who had been 
fo near unto him, as to take him out of the womb, 
and to take the care of him ever fince ; this is to 
be underftood not with refpeé& to the omniprefence 
of God, who is every where, and is not far from 
any of us ; but of his gracious prefence, which was 
now withdrawn from Chrift, and he was filled 
with a fenfe of divine wrath, and with forrow and 
diftrefs ; and alfo of his powerful and affifting pre- 
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ters *, 
and power, and ufed them to the oppreffion of the 
poor, are compared to the kine of Ba/ban, Amos 
iv. 1. anda very fit mame this was for the kings 
and princes of the earth ; for Caiapbas, Annas, and 
the chief priefts, that lived upon the fat of the 
land, who befet Chrift around, and employed all 
their power and policy to take him and bring him 
to death ; nor is it unufual with heathen writers ° 
to compare great perfonages to bulls. 
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fence which he had promifed, and Chrift expected, 
and believed he fhould have, as be had: the rea- 
fons for it follow; For trouble is near ; Satan was 
marching towards him with his principalities and 
powers, to attack him in the garden and on the 


crofs 5 Fudas, one of his own difciples, was at hand 
to betray him; a multitude with {words and ftaves 


were about to feize him; the fins and chaftifement 


of his people were juft going to be laid upon him ; 
the {word of juftice was awaked againft him, ready 
to givethe blow; the hour of death was near, he 
was brought to the duft of it, as in y. 15. 
cond reafon is given, For there is mone to help ; none 
among his difciples : one of them was to betray him, 
another to deny him, and all to forfake him and 
flee from him, as they did; nor any among thé 
angels in heaven ; for though they miniftred to him 
in the wildernefs, and {trengthened him in the gar- 
den, there were none near him on the crofs, that it 
might be manifeft that falvation was wrought out 
alone by him, J/az. Ixili. 5. and, indeed, if any of 
thefe had been willing to have helped him, it was 
not in their power to do it, none but God could ; 
and therefore he applies to him, who had promifed 
and was as good as his word, J/a. xlix. 8. 


A fe- 


y. 12. Many bulls bave compaffcd me, &c.] By 


whom are meant the chief priefts, elders, {cribes, 
and Pharifees among the Jews, and Herod and 
Pontius Pilate among the Gentiles, comparable to 
bulls for their fiercenefs, rage, and fury againtft 
Chrift, P/al. ii. 1, 2. and for their pufhing at him 
with their horns of power and authority, and for 
their trampling .him under their feet, his perfon 
and offices; thefe compafled him about at his ap- 
prehenfion, arraignment, trial, and condemnation ; 
and there were many of them to one child, Jefus : 
Strong bulls of Ba/ban have befet me reund, Ba- 
Joan was a very fruitful country, in which cattle 
of various forts, and bulls among the reft, were fed 
and fattened; fee Deut. xxxil 


14. Lek. XXxXix. 
18. bulls are noted for their ftrength in other wri- 
Hence great men, who abounded in riches 


¥. 13. They gaped upon me with their mouths, 


&c.] Either by way of derifion and contempt, 
Fob xvi. 10. or belching out blafphemy againft 


him, or rather, with the greateft vehemency, cry- 
ing out crucify him, crucify him; and this they 
did as a ravening and roaring lion, when it has got 


its prey and rejoices, Amos ili. 4. and being in fuch 
hands, and encompaffed about with fuch enemies, 
as Chrift was in the garden, in the high prieft’s 


hall, and in Pi/ate’s judgment hall, is a third rea- 
fon or argument ufed by him with God his Father, 

to be near to him and not far from him. 
¥. 14. [am poured out like water, &c.) This 
may refer to Chrift’s fweat in the garden, when © 
through his agony or conflict with Satan, and his 
vehemency in prayer, and the preffure on his mind, 
in a view of his people’s fins, and the wrath of God 
for them, and the accurfed death he was about to 
undergo on that account ; fweat in great abundance 
came from all parts of his body, and not only ftood 
in 
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in large drops, but fell to the ground like great 
drops of blood; io that his ‘body was all covered 
with water, or rather feemed to be diffolving into 
water, or elfe to the quantity of tears he fhed both 
there and elfewhere ; his forrow was great even 
unto death, which vented itfelf in foods of tears ; 
his prayers were offered up with ftrong crying and 
tears; his head was, as ‘feremy wifhed his might 
be, as waters, and his eyes a fountain of tears, yea, 
his whole body feemed to be bathed with them : 
or elfe to the fhedding of his blood, and the 
pouring out his foul unto‘death for his people, which 
was voluntarily done by himfelf; or by his enemies ; 
which they fhed like water, and made no account 
of it, Pfal. Ixxix. 3. Some have thought this 
refpects the opinion ‘fome had of him, even fome 
of his own difciples, when he was dead ; all their 
hopes of his being their redeemer and Saviour being 
gone, he was as water fpilt on the ground, which 
cannot be gathered up; fee 2 Sam. xiv. 14. but 
rather, the phrafe intends his being quite difpirited, 
his heart failing, his foul forrowful unto death, his 
hands feeble, his knees weak like water, and he 
juft ready to faint and die; fee Fo/bua vii. 5. and 
Ezek. vii. 17. And all:my bones are out of joint ; 
not through the ftretching of his body on the 
crofs, which feems to be defignedin ¥. 17. but as 
it is with perfons in a panic, their joints feem to be 
loofed, and their bones parting afunder, their legs 
tremble, no member can perform its office, but as 
if every one was diflocated and out of its place ; 
fee Pfalm. vi. 2. My heart is like wax, it is melted in 
the midft of my bowels ; as wax melts before the fire, 
fo did the heart of Chrift at the wrath and fury of 
God, which was poured forth like fire upon him; 
and which he had a fenfe of, when inthe garden 
and on the crofs, bearing the fins of his people, 
and fuftaining the punifhment due unto them ; for 
it was not becaule of his enemies, nor merely at the 
prefence of God, and his ‘righteous judgments, 
which is fometimes the cafe ; fee 2 Sam. xvii. 10. 
Pfal. \xviti. 2. and xcvii. 5. but atthe appre- 
henfion of divine wrath and feeling the fame as the 
furety of his people; and what an idea does this 
give of the wrath of God? for if the heart of 
Chrift, the lion of the tribe of fudah, melted at it, 
what heart can endure, or hands be ftrong, when 
God deals with them in his wrath ? Ezek. xxii. 14. 
¥. 15. My ftrength is dried up like a potfbeard, 
&c.] The radical moifture of his body was dried 
up through his lofs of blood and {pirits, and through 
the violent fever upon him, brought on him by his 
being hurried from bar to bar; and which generally 
attends perfons under a panic, in confternation and 
fear of danger and death, and at crucifixion; or 
this was occafioned .by the inward forrow and dif- 
trefs of his mind, which affected his body and dried 
his bones, as a broken fpirit is faid to do, Prov. 
xvii. 22, and chiefly it was brought upon him 
through the fenfe he had of the wrath of God, 
which like fire dried up his ftrength, juft as a pot- 
-fheard burnt in a furnace; which expreffes his do- 
lorous fufferings, which were typified by the pafs- 
over-lamb being roafted with fire, and the manna 
being baked in pans. And my tongue cleaveth to my 
jaws; fo that he could not, or rather, would not 
ipeak ; this phrafe fometimes fignifying filence, 
Fob xxix. 10. Ezek. iii. 26. Thus Chrift anfwered 
not a word to the charges of the falfe witnefies be- 
fore the high prieft, nor to the accufations of the 
chief priefts and elders before Pilate; not did he 
open his mouth when he was led to be crucified, 
neither againftthe Jaw and juttice of God; nor againft 
his people for whom he fuffered ; nor again{t his 
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he reviled not again; but rather, this was occa= 
fioned by thirft, through the violent fever t 
upon him fee Lem. iv. 4. Hence when | 
upon the crofs, he faid, J thir/f, John xix. 28. 
thou haft brought me into the duft of death; mean- 
ing either death itfelf, which brings to the duft, and 
whichis fignified in this pfalm by going down to it, 
y¥. 2g. or the grave, where the body crumbles into 
duft, and where it is covered with duft, and there- 
fore is faid to fleep in the duft of the earth, Daz. 
xii. 2. and accordingly the Targum renders it here,. 
thou haft fout me up in the boufe of the grave: now. 
Chrift both died and was laid in the grave, though 
he did not lie there fo long as to corrupt and pul-, 
verize, yet he might be truly faid to be laid in the 
duft: and this is attributed to God, to his counfel, 
difpofal, and providence; and even whatever was. 
done to Chrift antecedent to his death, and which 
led on to it, were what God’s hand and counfel had 
determined to be done; and though it was with 
wicked hands the Jews took Chrift and ufed him. 
in the manner after related, and crucified and flew 
him, he was delivered to them by the determinate 
counfel and foreknowledge of God; and by thefe 
he was delivered into the hands of juftice, and 
brought to death itfelf, 4é7s ii. 23. andiv. 27, 28. 
y. 16. For dogs have compaffed me, &c.| By 
whom are meant wicked men, as the following 
claufe fhews; and fo the Cha/dee paraphrafe ren- 
ders it, the wicked who are like to many dogs; and 
to thefe fuch are often compared in feripture, Matt. 
vii. 6. Rev. xxii. 15. and it may be the Roman 
foldiers, who were Gentiles, may be chiefly intended, 
whom the Jews ufed to call dogs, Matt. xv. 26. 
thefe aflembled together in Pz/ate’s hall, and fur-. 
rounded Chrift, and made fport with him; to thefe” 
were committed the execution of him, they cru- 
cified him, and fat around him watching him_ 
whilft on the crofs, as they alfo did when in the” 
grave: fome have thought the dregs of the Jewifh’ 
people are defigned, the common people, fuch as_ 


Fob fays, he would not fet with the dogs of his . 


flock, Fob xxx. 1. who encompafied Chrift on the 
crofs, wagging their heads at him; though I fee’ 
not but that all’of tiem, even the chief anion 
them, the high prieft, Senbedrim, {cribes and Pha-. 
rifees, may be intended ; who are fo called becaufe. 
of their impurity in themfelves; for their avarice and 
covetoufnels, being greedy dogs that could never’ 
have enough; and for their impudence, calumnies, 
malice, and envy againft Chrift: the allufion feems 
to be to hunting dogs, who, when they have gor. 
the creature they have been in purfuit of, furround” 
itand fall upon it. Chrift, in the title of this pfalm,’ 
is called Aijeleth Shahar, the morning-bind, who’ 
was hunted by the Jews, and at laft furrounded’ 
and taken by them. The afembly of the wicked 
bave enclofed me, the Jewith Sanhedrim, the chief 
priefts and elders, who affembled together to con-— 
{ult his death, before whom he was brought when 
taken ; and in the mid{t of whom he was fet and 
examined, and by them unanimoufly condemned ;_ 
and who, notwithftanding all their pretenfions to’ 


religion, were a fett of wicked men: and alfo the _ 


whole congregation of the Jews, the body of the 
people, who were united in their requeft for his’ 
crucifixion and death ; and who in great numbers” 
got together, and in a circle ftood around him 
when on the crofs, infulting him, They pierced my 


hands and my feet , by nailing them tothe crofs,*’ 


which, though not related by the evangelifts, is 
plainly fuggetted in Fobn xx. 25, 27. and is referred 
to in other paffages of fcripture, Zech, xii. 10.% 


Rev. . 


Pf, xxii. y.17—20. 


Rev. i. 7, and clearly points at the kind of death 
Chrift fhould die ; the death of the crofs, a fhame- 
ful and painful one. In this claufe there is a 
fe ln in fome copies in the margin 
it is; as a lion my bands and my feet, but in the 
text, they have dug or pierced my hands and my feet; 
both are joined together in the Targum, biting as 
a lion my bands and my feet; as it is by other inter- 
preters®; and Schultens* retains the latter, render- 
ing the preceding claufe in connexion with it thus, 
«© the afflembly of the wicked have broken me to 
“¢. pieces, as a lion, my hands and my feet.” In 
the Targum, in the King of Spain’s Bible, the 
phrafe, as a lion, is left out. The modern Jews are 
for retaining the marginal reading, though without 
any good fenfe, and are therefore iometimes charged 
with a wilful and malicious corruption of the text ; 
but without fufficient proof, fince the different read- 
ing in fome copies might be originally occafioned 
by the fimilarity of the letters » and 1; and there- 
fore finding it in their copies, or margin, fometimes 
YIN and fometimes IND have chofe thar which 
beft fuits their purpofe, and is not to be wondered 
at; however their majoretic notes, cantinued by 
them, fufficiently clear them from fuch an imputa- 
tion, and direét to the trne reading of the words ; 
in the fmall Ma/oraé on the text it is obferved that 
the word is twice ufed as here painted, but in two 
different fenfes ; this is one of the places, the other 
is Jfa. ¥xxviii. 13. where the fenfe requires it fhould 
be read as a lion: wherefore according to the authors 
of that note it muft have a different fenfe here, and 
not to be underitood of a lion; the larger Maforab, 
in Numb. xxiv. 9. obferves the word is to be tound 
in two places, in that place, and in P/a/. xxii. 16. 
and adds to that, itis written PIN2 they pierced; and 
Ben Chayim confirms‘ this reading, and fays, he 
found it fo written in fome correct copies, and in 
the margin 99N9; and fo it is written in feveral 
manutcripts ; and which is confirmed by the dra- 
bic, Syriac, Ethiopic, Greek, and Vulgate Latin ver- 
fions ; in which it is rendered, they dug my bands and 
my feet; and fo teok it to be a verb and not a noun; 
fo Apollinarius in his metaphrafe, and which is alfo 
confirmed by the points ; though taking »9N3 for 
a participle, as the Targum, that reading may be 
admitted, as it is by fome learned men‘, who ren- 
der it digging or piercing, and fo has the fame fenfe, 
deriving the word either from x3 or 913, which 
fignify to dig, pierce, or make hollow 5 and there 
are many inftances of plural words which end in?, 
the f omitted, being cut off by an apacope; fee 
2 Sam. xxiii, 8. 2 Kings xi. 4, 19. Lam. iil. 14, 
Ezek. xxxii. 30. and either way the words are ex- 
preflive of the fame thing, and manifeftly paint to 
the fufferings of Chrift, and that kind of death he 
fhould die, the death of the crofs, and the nailing 
of his hands and feet to it, whereby they were 
pierced. This paffage is fometimes applied by the 
Jews ® themfelves to their Meffiah. ~e 

y. 17. I may tell all my bones, &c.] . For what 
with the ftretching out of his body on the crofs, 
when it was faftened to it as it lay on the ground, 
and with the jog of the crofs when, being reared up, 
it was fixed in the ground, and with the weight of 
the body hanging upon it, all his bones were dif- 
jointed and ftarted out; fo that could he have feen 
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them, he might have told them, as they might 
told’ by the fpeétators who i ed him 3 as 
fo the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Arabic, and Ethio- 
pic verfions render it, they have numbered all my 
bones , that is, they might have done it; the Tar» 
Sum is, Iwill number all the fears of my members, 
made by the blows, fcourges, and wounds he re- 
ceived. They look and jtare upon me, meaning 
not his bones, but his enemies; which may be un- 
derftood either by way of contempt, as many 
Jewith interpreters explain it; fo the fcribes and 
elders of the people, and the people themfelves, 
looked and ftared at him on the cro{s, and mocked 
at him, and infulted him; or by way of rejoicing, 
faying, Aba, aba, our eye bath feen, namely, what 
they defired and wifhed for, P/a/. xxxv.21. Such 
a fight as was enough to have moved an heart of 
{tone, made no impreffion on them; they had na 
fympathy with him, no compaffion on him, but 
rejoiced at his mifery : this ftaring agrees with their 
character as dogs. | 
¥. 18. They part my garments among them, &c.} 
Such as died the death of the crofs were crucified 
naked *, and their clothes were the perquifites of 
the executioners ; there were four foldiérs con- 
cerned in the crucifixion of Chrift, and thefe parted 
his garments into four parts, and every one took 
his part. dud caft lots on my vefture; which was 
a feamlefs coat, wove from the top to the bottom ; 
and therefore, not willing to rent it, they caft lots 
upon it, who fhould have it; all this was exactly 
fulfilled in Chrift, Yobn xix. 23, 24, vee a 
¥. 19. But be not thou far from me,.O Lord, 
&c.| See the note on y. 11. O my firength, 
Chrift as God is the mighty God, the almighty ; 
as mediator, he is the {trength of his people ; but as 
man, God is his ftrength ; he is the man of his” 
right hand, whom he has made {trong for himéelf, 
and whom he has promifed his arm fhall ftrengthen, 
Pfal. \Xxx., 17, and Ixxxix, 21. and therefore he 
addrefles him in this manner here, faying, Hafte 
thee to belp me; his help was alone in God his 
ftrength; there were none that could help him bug 
he, and he feemed to ftand afar off from helping 
him, ¥.-1, 11. and his cafe being fo diftrefled, as 
is reprefented in the preceeding verfes, it required 
hafte. , 
¥. 20. Deliver my foul fram the fword, &c.] 
Wicked men, whofe tongues were as a fharp fword, 
reproaching and blafpheming him, and. bearing 
falfe witneis again{t him ; and crying out, Crucify 
him, crucify him ; fee Pfal. xvij. 12. and lvii, 4, 
Prov. xxv. 18. or any inftrument of violence, as 
the iron bar with which the legs of the malefactors 
crucified with him were broken, which he efcaped 5 
and the {pear whiclr pierced his fide, after he had 
commended his foul or fpirit into the hands of his’ 
Father ; or a violent death; for though his death 
had the appearance of one, he was taken in a via- 
lent manner, and adjudged to be put to death, 
and was crucified, yet his life was not taken away 
by men ; he laid it down, and gave up his breath 
himfelf. My darling from ihe power of the dog, 
or my only one‘; meaning his life or foul, as before; 
fo called, not becaufe there is but one foul in the 
body,’ but becaufe it was dear and valuable to him ; 
and hence we render it darling, an only one being 
cath ¥ e  pfually 
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ufually the darling of its parents; fo a man’s life 
is dear to him, all that he has will he give for it, 
Fob ii. 4. Chrift’s life was a more precious life 
than any man’s, and peculiarly his own, in fuch 
fénfe as another man’s is not his own; and his 
foul alfo was an only one, it was not polluted with. 
original fin, as the fouls of other men are ; it was 
pure and holy: the word here ufed is fometimes 
rendered de/olate and folitary; fee Pfal. xxv. 16. 
and Ixviii. 6. and it may have this fenfe here, and 
be tranflated my lonely or folitary one*, he being 
forfaken by God, and deferted by his difciples 5 his 
foul was in darknefs, forrow, and diftrefs, where- 
fore he prays it might be delivered from the power 
of the dog ; either Satan is fo called for his malice 
and envy, who had put it into the heart of Fudas 
to betray him, and had filled the Pharifees with 
envy at him, and who through it delivered him to 
Pilate; or the impure, cruel, and wicked Roman 
foldiers, and in fhort all his crucifiers; called in the 
plural number dogs, in y. 16. fee the note there. 

y. 21. Save me from the lion’s mouth, &c.} 
Kither the devil, who is asa roaring lion, whom 
Chrift overcame both in the garden and on the 
crofs, and deftroyed him and his works ; or all his 
wicked enemies, efpecially the moft powerful of 
them, who were in greateft authority, as the chief 
priefts and elders; fo rulers and civil magiftrates, 
whojare cruel and unmerciful, are compared to 
lions, Prov. xxviil. 15. 2 Zim.iv. 17. For thou 
haft beard me from the horus of the unicorns ; {ome 
read this as a prayer like the former, hear thou 
me’, &c. that is, deliver me; but according to 
our verfion it expreffes what God had done, that he 
had heard him and faved him; and is ufed as a 
reafon or argument with him, that he would regard 
alfo his other petitions: or it may have refpect to 
what follows, that fince God had heard him, and 
delivered him out of the hands of his moft power- 
ful enemies, therefore he would declare his name 
and praife him ; for the unicorn being avery ftrong 
creature, and its ftrength lying much in its horn, 
with which it pufhes and does mifchief; fee Numb. 
Xxili, 22. Fob xxxix. g—e12. Deut, Xxxill, 17, 
Chrift’s ftrong and potent enemies are intended 
here ;. fuch as Satan and his principalities and 
powers, the Sanbedrim of the Jews, Herod, Pontius 
Pilate, and others, from whofe power he was freed 
when raifed from the dead. According to Pliny”, 
the Monoceros or unicorn, is the fierceft of wild 
beafts ; in its body like a horfe, it has the head of 
an hart and feet of an elephant, the tail of a bear, 
makes a great bellowing ; has one black horn rifing 
up in the middle of the forehead, of two cubits 
long; it is denied that it was ever taken alive, 
which agrees with Fob xxxix. 9, 10. fee the note 
there. 

y. 22. I will declare thy name unto my brethren, 
é&c.} Not thofe who were more nearly related to 
him according to the flefh ; for though there were 
fome who believed in him, and to whom he de- 
clared the name of God, as Fames and Fo/es, and 
Fudas and Simon, Matt. xiii. 55. yet there were 
others that did not believe on*him, Yobz vii. 3, 5. 
nor thofe more remotely related to him, «as all the 
Jews, who were his brethren and kinfmen alfo acs 
cording to the fleth 5 to thefe indeed he came and 
preached, but they received him not; but rather his 
apoftles, whom he called his brethren, even after 
his refurre€tion, and to whom he appeared and 
declared’ the name of God, Mati, xxviii. 10. 
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even all true believers in him, who through hisin- 
carnation, being their Goe/ and near kinfman $ 


in fuch: a relation to them, and through thei - 
tion into his Father’s family, his Father being their ’ 


Father, and his God their God ; which is. mani- 
fefted in regeneration, and evidenced by their doing 
the will of God, which is believing in Chrift, Adate. 
xii. 49, 50. By the name of God, is meant, not 
any one of the names by which he is known, as 
God Almighty, Jehovah, &c. if any of thefe- could 
be thought to be defigned, the New Teftament- 
name and title of God as the Father of Chrift would: 


bid fair for it; but rather, the perfections of God, . 


which appear in Chrift, and were glorified in the 
work of redemption ; or God himfelf; or elfe:his. 
gofpel, Ais ix. 15. and which Chrift declared and: 
manitefted to his difciples, both before and after 
his refurrection, Fobn xvii. 6, 8. As i. 9. which 
latter feems here to be referred unto, Jw the midjt of 
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Fobn xx.17.and the five hundred brethren: by whony: - 
he was feen at once, may be alfo included; and - 


_ 


“ 


the congregation will I praifé thee, meaning not the — 


congregation of the Jews, their fynagogue, or tem- 
ple, where he: often attended on public worfhip, 
and preached and praifed the Lord ; but rather the 
company of his difciples, among whom he fung am 
hymn the night he was betrayed, and with whom: 
he converfed by times for forty days after his re- 
jurrection : unlefs the general affembly and church, 
of the firft-born in heaven is intended, inthe midft 
of which he praifed the Lord, when he afcended on 
high, led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men; though it feems beft to underftand this of 
the church of God, particularly among the Gen- 
tiles, under the gofpel-difpenfation, where Chrift 
in his members fings the praife of electing, redeem- 
ing, and calling grace; fee Pfal. xviii: 49. com- 
pared with Rom. xv. 9. This is a proof of finging 
of pfalms and hymns in gofpel-churches, and of its 
being a duty to be publickly performed by the 
members of them; who may expeét the prefence 
of Chrift in the midft of his church, feeing he here 
promifes to be there : thefe words are applied to 
Chrift in Hebd. ii. 12. 

Ve 23. Ye that fear the Lord, praife him, &c.} 
By whom are meant, not the profelytes among the 
Gentiles, as diftinét from the Jews, which is the 
fenfe of fome Jewifh interpreters"; but all the 
people of God, whether Jews or Gentiles, who 
have the grace of filial and godly fear put into their 
hearts, with which they worfhip God, and walk 
before him in all holy converfation ; which is not a 
fear of wrath, or a diftruft of divine goodnefs; but 
is a reverential affection for God, and is confiftent 
with the greateft degree of faith, the ftrongeft ex- 
preffions of fpiritual joy and holy courage: it in- 
cludes the whole worfhip of God, internal and exe 
ternal; and fuch who have it in their hearts, and 
before their eyes, are called upon by Chrift to praife 
the Lord for him, for the unfpeakable gift of his 
love; that he has not fpared his Son, but deliver- 
ed him up for them, to undergo fo much forrow, 
and fuch fufferings as before related, to obtain fal- 
vation for them; and that he has delivered him out 
of them, raifed him from the dead, and has 


him glory. All ye the feed Ma siorify him s not 
of Facob,. 


the natural, but fpiritual fee who walk 


in the fteps of the faith of chat man of God; thefe - 


are exhorted to glorify the Lord with their bodies 


and fpirits, which are his, being redeemed ‘with 


the precious blood of Chrift; by believing in him, 


rend VY exaudi me, Muis, Gejerus, Michaelis, 
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glorying in him, and offering praife unto him. dnd 
fear him all ye the feed of Ifrael; who are the fame 
with the feed of Facob, Facob and Ifrael being two 
nama of the fame perfon ; and defign not //rae/, 
according to the flefh, but according to the Spirit ; 
the whole J/rae/ of God, theall fpiritual feed of J/rae?, 
who are juttified in Chrift, and are faved in him ; 
they are the fame with them that fear the Lord, and 
are here ftirred up to exercife the grace of fear upon 
him; to fear him only, and not men, though ever 
fo mighty and powerful, as before defcribed in y. 
12, 13, 160, 20, 21, and that not only becaufe of his 
power and greatnefs ; but becaufe of his grace and 
goodnefs, as fhewn forth in Chrift Jefus. 
¥. 24. For be hath not defpifed nor abborred the 
affittion of the affisited, &c.] That is, Chritt, 
who was afflicted by men, both by their tongues, 
and by their hands; by devils, by the temptations 
of Satan ; for Chrift fuffered being tempted, though 
he was not overcome; and by his attacks upon 
him, both in the garden and on the crofs; and by 
» the Lord himfelf, Zebovad his Father, who laid on 
him the iniquity and chaftifement of his people, 
bruifed him, and put him to grief; awoke the 
{word of juftice againft him, and {pared him not : 
his afflictions were many, both in body and foul ; 
in body, being fcourged, buffeted, bruifed, pierced, 
racked and tortured on the crofs; in foul, being 
made exceeding forrawful, and an offering for fin ; 
fuftaining his Father’s wrath, and feeing and endur- 
ing affliction by the rod of it; fee J/a. lili. 4, 7. now, 
though his. afflictions and fufferings were defpifed 
by men, and he was defpifed and abhorred on ac- 
count of them; yet not by his Father, he took plea- 
fure in them, and in him as fuffering for his people; 
not fimply confidered, as if he delighted in his fuf- 
ferings as fuch, but as they were agreeable to his 
counfel and covenant, and brought about the falva- 
tion of his chofen ones: he accepted them in the 
yoom and ftead of his people; the facrifice of Chrift 
was of a {weet-fmelling favour to him; he was 
well pleafed with his righteoufnefs, his law being 
magnified and made honourable by it; and his death 
was precious in his fight, being the propitiation for 


the fins of his people; fo far was he from defpifing 


and abhorring the afflictions of his Son. And this 
is mentioned as a reafon or argument for praife and 
thankfgiving in them that fear the Lord ; fince God 
has looked upon the redemption-price his Son has 
paid for them fufficient ; has not defpifed, but ac- 
cepted of it as the ranfom of their fouls: fome ren- 
der the words, the prayer of the affliéied; {fo the 
Targum, and the Septuagint verfion, and the ver- 
fions that follow that; which agrees with the next 
words: Neither hath be hid his face from him, 
when men did, as afhamed of him, J/a. lili. 3. for 
though he forfook him for a while, and in a little 
wrath hid his face from him for a moment,.that he 
might bear the whole curfe of the law for us ; yet 
he returned again, and did not hide his face from 
him forever. But when he cried unto him, be beard , 
cried, not only on account of his crucifiers, that God 
would forgive them; but on account of himielf, 
that he would not be afar off from him, that he 
would take his fpirit or foul into his hands, into 
which he committed it ; that he would deliver him 
from the power of death and the grave, and loofe 
their bands ; in all which he was heard, Heb, y. 7. 

.¥. 25. My praife thall be of thee in the great con- 
gregation, &c.| Or, my praife is from thee? ; got 


that he fhould have praife of God, as he had, when | 


he was received up into heaven, and fet down at 
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the right hand of God ; but that God fhould be the 
object of his praife, as he was the caufe of it, his 
falvation and deliverance of him, and. refurreéction 
from the dead, and exaltation of him, were the oc- 
cafion and matter of it : the place where Chrift de- 
termined to praife the Lord, is the great congrega- 
tion; either his apoftles, who, though a little flock, 
yet, on account of their extraordinary office and 
gifts, and peculiar privileges, were the greateft 
congregation that ever was in the world; or the 
five hundred brethren ta whom Chrift appeared at 
once after his refurrection; or elfe the whole church 
under the gofpel-difpenfation; in the midft of which 
Chrift is, and who in the members of it praifes the 
the name of the Lord; and this efpecially will 
have its accomplifhment at the latter day, when 
great multitudes will be canverted, and the voice 
of praife’and thankfgiving will be among them, 
Rev. vil. 9, 10, and xi. 15, and xiv. 1, 2. and 
xix. 1,5, 6. J will pay my vows before them that 
fear him, either thofe which he made in the coun- 
cil and covenant of grace, when he engaged ta be- 
come a furety for his people, to affume their na- 
ture, ta fuffer and die for them, ta redeem them 
from fin and mifery, and bring them nigh ta God, 
and fave them with an everlafting falvation ; all 
which he has openly done; fee Pfal. xxxi, 19, 
or thofe which he made in y. 21, that he would 
declare the name of the Lord unto his brethren, 
and fing praife unto him in the midft of the church; 
compare with this P/al. cxvi. 12-—14, 

¥. 26, The meck fhall eat and be falisfied, &c.] 
Such who, being made throughly fenfible of ‘in, look 
upon themfelves the chief of finners and the leaft 
of faints; and being truly convicted of the infufR- 
ciency of their own righteoufnefs, wholly truft to, 
and rely on the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; and being 
acquainted with their impotency and inability ta do 
any good thing of themfelves, afcribe all to the 
grace of God, and have no dependence on any 
thing done by them ; who are willing to be inftruct- 
ed and reproved by the meaneft faint; are not 
eafily provoked to wrath; patiently bear indigni+ 
ties and affronts, and are gentle unto all men: 
thefe fhall eat the fat, and drink the fweet of Chrift 
the bread of life ; they fhall eat of his Aeth by faith, 
which is meat indeed; they fhall find the word, and 
eat it; feed on the wholefome words of Chrift, the 
words of faith and good doétrine, and fhall be /atis- 
fied, or filled ; other food is not fatisfying ; it proves 
gravel, afhes, and wind; itis not bread, and fatisfies 
not; but fuch as hunger and thirft after Chrift and his 
righteoufnefs, and are poor in their own eyes, meek 
and humble; thefeare filled with good things to fatif- 
faction, Matt. v, 6. Lukei. 53. Farchi interprets thefe 
words of the time of the redemption, and the days 
of the Meffiah. hey /hall praife the Lord that feek 
him ; in Chrift, with their whole heart; who being 
filled by him, and fatisfied, blefs the Lord, for their 
{piritual food, and comfortable repaft, as it be- 
comes men to do for their corporal food, Deut. viii, 
10, Your heart fhall live for ever , this is an ad- 
drefs of Chrift to them that fear the Lord, the feed 
of Facob and Ifrael, the meek ones, and that feck 
the Lord, his face and favour, and who eat and are 
fatishied ; fignifying, that they fhould be revived 
and refrefhed, fhould be chearful and comfortable ; 


‘fhould live by faith on Chrift now, and haye eter- 


nal life in them; and fhould live with him for evey 

hereafter, and never die the fecond death, 
y. 27. All the ends of the world fhall remember 
and turn unto the Lord, &c.] That is, all the ele 
of 


* YFIND cape ov, Sept. ate, Pagninus, Montanus, Rivetus, Cocceins, Ainfyorth. 
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of God among the Gentiles, who live in the fur- 
thermoft parts of the world, for whom Chrift is 
appointed to be their falvation, and whom he calls 
to look to him for it; thefe fhall remember the 
Lord whom they have forgotten, and againft whom 
they have finned, how great and how good he is ; 
they fhall be put in mind of their fins and iniqui- 
ties committed againft him, and call to mind their 
latter end; and confider, that after death will come 
judgment, to which they muft be brought; they 
fhall be apprifed of the grace and goodnefs of God 
in Chrift, in providing and fending him to be the 
Saviour of loft finners, by his fufferings and death, 
at large defcribed in this plalm ; which will encou- 
rage them to turn unto the Lord, fince they may 
hope for full pardon of fin, through his blood and 
facrifice,; and to turn from their idols, and from all 
their evil ways, and from all dependence on them- 
felves or on creatures, to truft in, and ferve the 
living God in faith and fear ; which turning is ufu- 
ally brought about under, and by the miniftry of 
the word; which is appointed to turn men from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan un- 
to God; and has this effect, when it is attended 
with the Spirit and power of God; for conver- 
fion is not the work of man, neither of minifters 
nor of men themfelves, but of God, in which men 
are at firft paffive ; they are turned, and then, un- 
der the influence of grace, become active, and turn 
to the Lord, by believing in him, and fo cleave 
unto him: and likewife remembrance of the above 
things is not owing to themfelves, but to the Spirit 
of God, who puts them into their minds; and which 
is very neceflary and effential to converfion, even 
as a remembrance of paft things is neceflary to a 
reftoration after backflidings, which is a fecond 
converfion. And all the kindreds of the nations fhall 
worfbip before thee, not only externally, by praying 
before the Lord, and attending on his word and 
ordinances; but internally, in fpirit and in truth, 
which worfhippers the Lord feeks; fuch {piritual 
worfhip being fuitable to his nature, and fuch wor- 
fhippers believers in him aré; this muft be under- 
ftood of fome of all nations, kindred and tongues, 
whom Chrift has redeemed by his blood, and calls 
by his grace; fee Zech. xiv. 16, 17. 

¥. 28. Lor the kingdom is the Lord’s, 8&cc.] Not 
the kingdom of nature and providence, though 
that is the Lord Chrift’s; but the kingdom of 
grace, the mediatorial kingdom: this was Chrift’s 
by the defignation and conftitution of his Father 
from eternity ; the government of the church was 
always upon his fhoulders during the Old Tefta- 
ment-difpenfation ; when he came into this world, 
he cameas a King, though his kingdom being not of 
this world, it came not with obfervation; but upon 
his afcenfion to heaven, whither he went to receive a 
kingdom and return, he was made or declared 
Lord and Chrift, and was exalted as a Prince, as 
well as a Saviour ; and in confequence of his being 
fet down at the right hand of God, he fent forth 
the rod of his ftrength, his gofpel, into the Gentile 
world, which was fucceeded to the converfion of 
multitudes of them, among whom he has had a 
vifible kingdom and intereft ever fince; and which 
will more abundantly appear in the latter day,when 
he fhall be King over all the earth; and now this 
is areafon why fo many, in the diftant parts of the 
world, and among all the kindreds of the nations, 
fhall remember, turn to’ him, and worfhip him. 
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And be is the governor among the nations, he rules 
in the hearts of fome by his Spirit and grace, and 
over others with a rod of iron. 

y.29. All they that be fat upon earth, 8ec.] Rich 
men, who abound in worldly fubftance, are in ve~ 
ry flourifhing and profperous circumftances, of 
whom for the moft part this is literally true; ye 
by thefe fometimes are meant princes, rulers, the 
chief among the people’in power and authority, as 
well as in riches; fee P/al. xxviii. 31. J/ai.x. 16. 
the phrafeé may defign fuch who are in profperous 
circumftances in their fouls, in {pirirual things, in 
faith, comfort, and fpiritual joy, Pfal. xcil. 14. 
but the former fenfe is beft: Faerchi inverts the 
words, they jhall eat, i.e. the meek fhall eat, all 
the fat of the earth, and worfoip, which may be 
underftood of the fpiritual bleffings of grace,which 
converted perfons fhall feed and live upon, Pad. 
Ixiii. 5. the allufion may be to the fat parts of the 
earth, and what grows thereon, made fo by afhes, 
which the word uied has the fignificationof; for fome 
lands are fattened by afhes being ftrowed upon 
them’; but rather, the rich and great men of the 
earth are intended, who yet are bur duft and afhes. 
They fhall eat, and worfeip , for as in the firft times 
of the gofpel, not many mighty and noble were 
called, yet fome were; fo. more efpecially, in the 
latter day, many of this fort will be called, even 
kings and queens; who will not live upon their 
titles of honour, their grandeur and glory, but up- 
on Chrift and his gofpel, and will fall down before 
him, and ferve and worfhip him; fee Pfa/. xxii. 
10,11. J/a. xlix. 7,23. and Ix. 9,16. All they that 
go down to the dujt foall bow before bim, fuch as are 
in mean circumftances of life; fo that both rich 
and poor fhall ferve him ; or who are mean in their 
own eyes, fit in the duft of felf-abhorrence, and 
put their mouths in the duft, are in a low condi- 
tion, out of which the Lord raifes them, P/al. cxiii. 
7, 8. the Zargum paraphrafes it, who go down to 
the boufe of the grave; thatis, the dead; and then 
the fenfe is, that Chrift is the Lord, both of the 
dead and living, and that thofe that are underthe 
earth, ‘and are reduced to duft, as well as they that 
live and are fat upon it, fhall bow the knee to 
Chrift, when raifed again, who is the judge of 
quick and dead ; fee Kom. xiv. 9. Phil. ii. 10, 11. 
And none can keep alive bis own foul; as no man 
can quicken himfelf when dead in trefpafles and 
fins ; fo when he is made. alive, he cannot preferve 
his life, nor nourifh himfelf, nor make himéelf lively 
and comfortable, nor caufe his heart to live, as in 
y. 26, but by eating the fefh, and drinking the 
blood of Chrift, feeding and living upon him by 
faith: though fome take the fenfe to be, that fuch 


as are before defcribed as converted perfons, will . 
not feek to fave their lives, but will freely lay them~ 


down and part with them for Chrift*s fake; but ra- 
ther the meaning is, that fo univerfal will the king- 
dom of Chrift be, as that high and low, rich and 
poor, will be bowing to him; whoever are his ene- 
mies, and-will not have him to rule over them, 
will be brought before him and flain, and none of 
them will be able tofave themfelves ; fothe Targum, 
he will not quicken, or keep alive the foul of the wic- 


keds or as archi interprets it, “ he will haveno - 


«¢ mercy on them, to keep their fouls alive from 
«© hell.” os gees pee 

y¥. 30. A feed fhall ferve bim, &cc.] That is, 
Chrift fhall always have a feed to ferve him in every 


ages : 


® Effoctos cinerem immundum jactare per agros, Virgil, Georgic. 1. 1. v. 79. 


—_— - 


Piixxut. ¥. 1. 


age ; a remnant according to the election of grace , 
fee Rom. ix. 29. fo that/as the former verfes {peak 
of the amplitude of Chrift’s kingdom, through the 
calling of the Gentiles, thefe words and the , fol- 
towing exprefs the duration of it: and this /ced.e1- 
ther means Chrift’s feed’; fo the Septuagint verfion, 
and others that follow it, render it, my feed 3 the 
fpiritual {eed and offspring of Chrift, which. the 
Father has given him, and which fhall. endure for 
ever, J/a. litte 10. ‘Pfal, Ixxxix. 29, 36. ar elfe the 
church’s.feed, which comes to the fame thing; not 
the natural feed af believers, but a fucceffion of 
godly men in the church, who are born in, her, and 
nurfed up at her fide; fee J/a. lix. 21. fuch fhall, 
and-do,; in every age ferve Chrift, willingly and 
ehearfull) ,in righteoufnefs and true holinefs, without 
flavith fear, and yet with: reverence and godly, fear. 
‘The ; baldee-paraphrafe is, the fred of Abraham fhall 
ferve before bim;, but this feed defigns not the. Jews 
only, but the.Gentiles alfo, and chiefly: {¢ /ball 
he accounted to the Lord for a generation; of his 
people, -his children whom’.he accounts. of,. rec- 
kons and efteems as {uch ; or the feed fhall be rec- 
koned to the Lord, as belonging to him, uvto ge- 
neration; that is, in every generation %, through- 
out all ages, to the end of time ; fo the Targum, 
to an after generation; Ot, a generation to come, 

¥. 31. They fhall come, &c.] . Qne generation 
after another ;. there fhall always be a fucceffion of 
regenerate perfons, who fhall come to Chrift, and 
to his churches; - and a-fucceffion of. gofpel-minif- | 


"t 


PSALMS, 


5385 
ters among them, who. fhall come forth, bein 

fent and qualified by Chrift.. And fhall declare bis 
righteoufne/s,;. either the’ faithfulnefs of ‘God, in 
fulfilling his promifes ; efpecially thofe which re- 
{pect the miffion of Chrift, and falvation by him, 
as Zacharias did, Luke 3. 68—73. or rather, the 
righteoufnels. of Chrift, which.is revealed in the 
gofpel, and makes a moft confiderable part of the 
declaration. of it, and is publifhed by gofpel- minif- 
ters in all ages, as the only juftifying ‘righteouf- 
nefs before God; and that Unto.a people. that shall 
be born; in fucceffive generations; that hall be 
brought upon the ftage of time and life; or that 
fhall be born again; for to fuch only, ina fpiri- 
tual and faving way, is the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
declared, revealed, and applied, by the bleffed 
Spirit, through the miniftry of the word: it is 
added, That be bath done this; wrought this 
righteoufnels ; fo Farchi; that is, is the author of 
it ; is become the end of the law for it; has finifh- 
ed it, and brought it in; or elfe all the great 
things fpoken of in this pfalm, relating to the 
Meffiah, his fufferings, death, and refurrection, 
and the calling of the Gentiles ; all which are the 
Lord’s doings, and are what is declared in the gof- 
pel: the Zargum is, the miracles which be bath 
done; the Septuagint verfion, and thofe that follow 
it, connect this claufe with the preceding, thus, ta 
a people that fhajl be born, whom the Lord bath made, 
made them his people, created them in Chrift, and 
formed them for himfelf, “ap petal 


to wobsdt ads to ster BL Slide Ep (Macs GX, 


TEN HIS plalm was; written by David,» either 
; '., when he was, in diftrefled, circum ftances, be- 
ing perfecuted,-by Seu/; and..was, in the.foreft, of 
Hareths. 1 Sam. xxii, 5,..as) fome think *;, where- 
fore he,comforts himfelf with, the Lord’s heing ‘his 
fhepherd;: fo, that he fhould.not want. nor,would 
he fear, was he in worfe circumftances than he. at 
prefent was; or-rather, when. he, was fettled upon 
the throne of J/rael, andvin the. moft prof{perous 
and flourifhing, ftate.of -his reign, as the Jatrer part 
of the pfalm fhews ; he {peaks not in his own per- 
fon only, but in the name of all believers; for 
Chrift, -who is.the {hepherd {poken of,, 1s, a .com- 
mon fhepherd to al] the faints, who are all the fheep 
of his pafture, as well as David ; and the prophet 
here makes uf of fimilies very familiar with him ; 
he having.been a fhepherd himfelf, and knew what 
it was to.do all the parts of that office, which are 
herein expreffed ; and.very pertinently does. this 
pfalm follow. the former; for as there Chrift is pro- 
phefied of as laying down his life far the fheep, as 
the good fhepherd does ;. and of his being brought 
again from the dead, as the great fhepherd of the 
fheep, as Chrift has been; fo here of his perform- 
ing his office as fuch, in all its parts, to the great 
comfort, refrefhment, and fafety of his people. 


x1. The Lord is my fhepberd, &c.| . This is to 
be underftood not of Febpvah the Father, and of 
his feeding the people of J/rae/ in the wildernefs, as 
the Targum paraphrafes it, though the character of 
a fhepherd is fometimes given to him, P/faj. Ixxvii. 
20. and Ixxx. 1. but of Zebovah the Son, to whom 
jt is moft frequently afcribed, Gen, xlix. 24. J/a.xl. 


@ SYFD In quacunque generatione, Noldins, p. 236:N° 1076, ° 


Vou. Ill. Ne 19. 


i ut pine . ‘A! pfalm of David. 


11, Ezek, Xxxiv, 23. and xxxvii. 24. Zech. xiii. 7. 
Fobn X11, 14+. ¥ Pete ii. 25. aid v.,4, ° This of- 
fice -he was.called and appointed to by his Father, 
and which through his .condefcending grace he un- 
dertook to execute, and for which he is abundantl 

qualities being omnifcient, and fo Knows all his 
fheep and.their maladies, where to find them, what 
is thejr cafe, and what is to be done for them; and 
being, Omnipotent, he can do every thing proper 
for them, and having all’power-in heaven and in 
earth, can protect, defend, ‘and fave them; and all 
the treafures of wifdom’ and knowledge being in 
him, he can guide and direét'them in the beft:man- 
ner ; wherefore he is called the great fhepherd, and 
the chief fhepherd, and the good fhepherd. Da- 
vid calls him my /bepherd; Chrift having a right 
unto him, as he has to all the fheep of God, by 
virtue of his Father’s gift, his own purchafe, and 
the power Of his grace ; and as owning him/as fuch, 


and yielding cit ion to him, following him as 


the fheep of Chrift do wherefoever he goes; .and 
alfo as expreffing “iis faith of intereft in him, af- 
fection for him, and joy becaufe of him: and from 
thence comfortably concludes, J /hail not want ; 
not any thing, as the Targum and Aben Ezra in- 
terpret it; not any temporal good thing, as none of 
Chrift’s fheep do, that he in his wifdom fees pro- 
per and convenient for them ; nor any fpiritual good 
things, fince a fulnefs of them is in him, out of 
which all their wants are fupplied; ‘they cannot 


want food, for by him they go in and out and find 


pafture; in him their bread is given them, where 

‘they have enough and to fpare, and their waters are 

fure unto them; nor clothing, for he is the Lord 

pa ar theig 
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their righteoufnefs, aiid, they are clothed with the 
robe of his righteoufnefs ; nor reft, for he is their 
refting-place, in whom they find reft for their fouls, 
and are by him led to waters of reft, as in the fol- 
lowing verfe: the words may be rendered, J -/hall 
not fail, or come foort *; thats, of eternal glory and 
happinefs ; for. Chrift’s fheep are in his hands, out 
of which none can pluck them, and therefore fhall 
not perifh, but have everlafting life, Fobm x. 27, 
28, 29. a: 

y. 3 He maketh mé to lie down in green paftures, 
&c.] Or paftures of tender grafs*, this is one 
part of the fhepherd’s work, and which is perform- 
ed by Chrift, Ezek. xxxiv. 14. John x. 9. by thefe 
rreen paftures may be meant the covenant of grace, 
its bleflings and promifés, where there is delicious 
feeding ; likewife the fulnefs of grace in Chrift, 
from whence grace for grace is received; alfo the 
flefh and blood, righteoufnefs and facrifice of Chrift, 
which faith is led unto, and lives upon, and is re- 
frefhed and invigorated by; to which may beadd- 
ed the doctrines of the gofpel, with which Chrift’s 
under-fhepherds feed his lambs and fheep, there 


being in them milk for babes and meat for ftrong | 


men; and likewife the ordinances of the gofpel, 
the goodnefs and fatnefs of the Lord’s houfe, ‘the 
feaft of fat things, and breafts of confolation : here 
Chrift’s fheep are made to /ie down, denoting their 


fatiety and fulnefs; they having in thefe green paf- | 


tures what is fatisfying and replenifhing ; as alfo 
their reft and fafety, thefé being fure dwellings and 
quiet refting-places, even in the noon of temptation 
and perfecution; fee Cant. i.7. He leadeth me be-. 
fide the fill waters, or waters of reft.and quietnefi*;) 
not to rapid torrents, which by reafon of the noife 
they make, and the fwiftnefs of their motion,  the- 
fheep are frighted, and not able to drink of them; 
but to ftill waters, pure and clear, and motionlefs, 
or that.go foftly, like the waters of Shiloab, Ifa. 
viii. 6. and the /eading to them is in a gentle way, 
eafily, as they are able to bear it; fo acob led his 
flock, Gen. xxxiii, 14, and Chrift leads his, J/a. 
xl. 11. by thele /7ill waters.mday be. defigned: the 
everlafting love of God, which is like a river, the 
ftreams whereof make glad the hearts of his peo- 


ple; thefe are the waters of the fancétuary, which | 
rife to the ancles, knees, and loins, and are as a 


broad river to fwim in; the pure river of water of 


life Chrift leads his fheep to, and gives them to | 


drink freely of : alfo communion with God, which 
the faints pant after, as the hart pants after the 
water-brooks, and Chrift gives accefs unto ; more- 
over he himfelf is the fountain of gardens, and well | 
of living waters, and ftreams from Lebanon; and 
the‘ graces of his Spirit are alfo as rivers of living | 
‘water, all which he makes his people partakers of; | 


truths of the gofpel, are like 
frefhing waters to them, and age che w: 
thofe that are athirft are invited to come, J/2. lv.r. 
and in the immortal ftate Chrift will ftill be a fhep- 
herd, and will feed his people, and lead them to. 
fountains of living water where they fhall folace 
themfelves for ever, and fhall know no more for-) 
row and fighing, Rev. vil. 17. 

¥. 3. He reftoreth my foul, 8c.) Either when 
backflidden, and brings it back again when led 
or driven away, and heals its backflidings ; or 
rather, when fainting, {wooning, and ready to die 
away, he fetches it back again, relieves, refrefhes, 


‘ spn NS non deficiam, Pagninus, Montanus, 
in folds of budding grafs, Ainfworth, , 
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Pf. xxXills ¥.2—4. 


and’ comforts with the difcoveries of his love, with 
the’ promifés® of ‘his word, and with the confola+ 
tions of his Spirit, and fuch like reviving cordials, 
fee the note on ‘P/al. xix.7. He leadethme in 
the paths of righteoufnefs ; in the plain*paths of 
truth ‘and holinefs, in which men, though fools, 
fhall not err; in right ones, though ‘they fome= 


times feem rough and rugged to Chrift’s theep; 


yet ate not crooked ;’ there is no turning to the 
right hand or the left; they lead ftraight on to 
the city of habitation; and they are” righteous 
ones, as paths of duty are, and all the com- 
mandments and ‘ordinances of the Lord bes 
moreover, Chrift leads his by faith, to walk on 
in him and in his righteoufhefs, looking through 
it, ‘and on account of it, for eternal. life; fee 
Prov: viii. 20. and ‘all this he does for bis names 
feke;°for his own glory and the praife of his 
grace, and not for any merits or deferts in men. 
y. 4. Yea, though I walk through tbe valley of 
the foadow of dzath, 8c.) Which defigns not 
a ftate’of fpiritual darknefs and ignorance, as 
fitting in the fhadow’ of death fometimes does, 
fince the pfalmift cannot be fuppofed ‘to be at 
this time or ‘after in’ fuch’ a condition ; fee Jfa. 
ix. 2.) Matt. ivi 13, 16. Luke'i.’ 79. nor de- 
fertion or the ‘hidings of God’s face, which is 
fometimes the cafe of ‘the people of God, and was 
the ‘cafe of the pfalmift“at ‘times ; but now he 
exprefsly fays, the Lord was’ with? him’ but ra- 
ther, “fincé the grave is ‘called’ the»Jand! of ‘the 
fhadow of death, and the diftreffes perfons are 
ufually in under apprehenfions of immediate death, 
are called the terrors of the fhadow of death; fee 


Fob x. 21, 22. and xxxviii. 17. and xxiv. 17. the © 


cafe: fuppofed is, that fhould his foul draw nigh to 
the grave, and the forrows of death compafs him 
about, and he fhould be upon the brink and bor- 
ders'of «eternity, he Thould be’ fearlefs of evil; 

fing; O death, where is'thy fting Y O'grave; w 

is thy Victory |! thotigh it feems beft of *all*to in- 
terpret it, of the THO fevere and terrible 'aMi@ion, 
or dark difpenfation’ of Providence, ‘it eduld be 
thought he: fhould’ ever ‘conié under}! Rfalixliv! 
19. and cvii. 10, 14. ‘Fer. ‘xiii. 16) The Taream 
interprets it of captivity, and Farchi and i 
of the wildernefs of \Ziph, in which David’ was 
when purfued by «Sau/’, and’thé latter alfo, toge- 
ther with Ben Melech, of the grave, and oflasplace 
of danger and of diftrefs, which is Tike unto the 
grave, that is, a place’ of darknefs; and Aben 
Ezra, ‘of fome grievous ‘calamity, which God had 
decreed to bring into the world. Suidas* interprets 
this phrafe, of danger leading to death ; afflictions 
attend the people of God ‘in ‘this life’; there is a 
continued feties of them, ‘fo'that they may’ be faid 
to walk in'them’; thefé ate the way in which they 


| walk to heaven, and throuvh which they enter the 
| kingdom ; for though théy continue long, and one 


affliction comes after another, yet there will be an 
end at laft; they will’ walk’ and: age 
them, and come out of great tribulations ; and 

the-midft of fuch dark difpenfations, comparable 


toa dark. and gloomy valley, covered with the 
fhadow of death, the pfalmift intimates what 


would be the inward difpofition of his'mind, and — 


what his conduét and behaviour: J will fear no 
evil; neither the evil one Satan, who is the wolf 
that comes to the flock to kill and to deftroy, and 
the roaring lion that feeks whom he may devour, 


* NW tenere herbe, Pifeator, Amama, Géjerus, Michaelis ; 
° SWS 9D aquas requietum, Pagninus, Montanus; guietum, Vatablus, 
Michaelis ; vel quietis, Gejerus; fo. Ainfworth ; aumavyelo;, Apollinar, ; 
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fince the Lord was. his, fhepherd,- and on, his fide ; 
nor evil.men, who kill the body and can do. na 
more, P/a/. xxvii. 1, 2, 3. nor any evil thing, 
the worft calamity that could befal him, fince 
every thing of this kind is determined by God, 
and comes not without his knowledge and will, 
and works for good, and cannot feparate from the 
love.of Chrift; fee, P/a/. xlvi. 1—4.. For thou art 


with me; {heep are. timorous creatures, and fo are’ 


Chrift’s people ; but when he the fhepherd is. with 
them, to {ympathize with them under all their 
afflictions, to revive, and comfort. them. with the 
cordials of his love and promifes of his grace, to 
bear them up and fupport them with his mighty 
arm of power, to teach and. inftruét them by every 
providence, and fanctify all unto them. ;, their fears 
are driven away, and they, pafs through the dark 
valley, the deep waters, and fiery trials, with cou- 
rage and chearfulnefs 5 fee J/a. xli, 10. and xliii. 
1,2. Thy rod and thy fiaff, they comfort mes not 
the rod of afflictions and chaftifements, which is 
the fenfe of fome Jewifh * as well. as chriftian in- 
terpreters ; though thefe are in love, and the faints 
have often much confolation under them; but thefe 
are defigned by the valley of the fhadow of death, 
and cannot have a place here, but rather the rod of 
the word, called the rod of Chrift’s ftrength, and 
the ftaff of the promifes and the provifions of 
God’s houfe, the whole ftaff and ftay of bread and 
water, which are fure unto the faints, and refrefh 
and comfort them. The Targum interprets. the 
rod and ftaff, of the word and law of God; and 
thofe interpreters. who explain.the rod of afflictions, 
yet by the ftaff underftand the law; and archi 
expounds it, of the mercy of God in the remiffion 
of fin, in which the pfalmift trufted: the allufion 
is to the fhepherd’s crook or ftaff, as in other 
places; fee Micah vii. 14. Zech. xi. 7. which was 
made ufe of for the telling and numbering of the 
fheep, Lev. xxvii. 92. Jer, xiii, 33: Ezek. xx. 37- 
and it. isno {mall;comfort to the fheep of Chrift, 
that they have pafled under his rod, who has told 
them, and that they are all numbered by him ;, not 
only their perfons, but the very hairs of their head ; 
and that they are under his care and protection; 
the fhepherd with his rod, ftaff, or crook, directs 
the fheep: where to. go, pufhes forward thofe that 
are behind, and fetches back thofe that go aftray 5 
as well.as drives. away dogs, wolves, bears, &c. 
that would make a prey of the flock ; and of fuch 
ule is the word of God, attended with the power of 
Chrift and his Spirit ; it points out the path of faith, 
truth, and holinefs, the faints fhould walk in; it 
urges and ftirs up thofe that, are negligent to the 
diicharge of their duty, and is the means of reclaim- 
ing backfliders, and of preferving the. flock from 
the ravenous wolves of falfe teachers: in a word, 


the prefence, power, and protection of Chrift, in, 


and by his gofpel and ordinances, are what are 
here intended, and which are the. comfort and 
fafety of his people, in the worft of times and 
cafes. | 

y. 5. Thou prepareft a table before me, 8cc.] In 


a providential way, granting a fufficiency, and,even, 


an affluence of temporal good things; the provi- 
dence of God, lays and fpreads.a table for his peo- 
plein the wildernefs, and fets them down at it, and 
bids them welcome to it; fee Pfal. Ixxviii. 19, 
and in a way of grace, the Lord making large 
provifions in his houfe for them, called the good. 


* Shirhafhirim Rabba, fol. 9.2. Jarchi & Kimchi in loc. 
v, 7h» 
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/nefs and. fatnefs of his, houfe, and a feaft of fat 
things; and, under. the gofpel-difpenfation, the ta- 


ble of the. Lord, on, which, are fet his flefh and 
blood. for faith to feed upon; fee Prov, ix. 2. 
and. alfo.in heaven, the joys of which are com- 
pared to.a feaft, and the enjoyment of them ta 
fitting at, a table, and which are prepared by the 
Lord for his people, from the foundation of the 
world; and. of which they have fome forefight 
and foretafte in this world;, fee Luke xxii. 30. 
In. the prefence of my enemies , they, 
feeing and envying the outward profperity of the 


faints, whenever, they enjoy, it, and their liberty 
of worfhipping God, hearing his word, and. at- 
tending on his ordinances, none making them 
afraid ; as they will fee, and envy, and 


e dif- 
treffed at a more glorious ftate of the church 
yet to come, Rev. xi. 12. and even as. it fhould 


feem from the parable of the rich. man and La- 
zarus, the glory and happinefs of the faints in the 
other world will be feen, or by fome way. or other 
known by wicked men; which will be an affiiction 


to them, and an aggravation of their mifery ; tho’ 
here it feems chiefly to. regard the prefent life. 
Some have thought there is an allufion to princes, 
who, having conquered others, eat and feaft at a 
well-fpread table in the prefence of the conquered, 
and they being under it; fee Fudgesi. 7. Thou 
anointe/ft my bead with oil, giving him an abun- 


dance of good things, not only for neceffity, but for 
pleafure.and delight ; efpecially pouring out largely 
upon him the oil of gladnefs, the Spirit of God 


and his graces, the. anointing which teaches all 


things, and filling him with fpiricual joy and com- 
fort ;, for this. reters not to the anointing of David 


with material oil for the kingdom, by Samuel, whilft 
Saul was living, or by the men of Fudah, and after- 
wards, by all the tribes of J/rae/, when Sculiwas 


dead. . The allufjon. is to the cuftom of the eaftern 


countries at feafts, to anoint the heads of the guefts 
with oil; fee Zecl. ix. 7, 8. Malt. vi. 17, It was 
ufual to anoint the head, as well as other parts of 
the body, on certain occafions; hence that. of Pro- 


pertius *: andin the times before Homer:*, it was 
-ufual both to wafh and anoint before meals, and 
not the head only, but'the feet alfo ; which, though 
| Pliny* reprefents as luxurious, wasin ufe in Chrift’s 


time, Luke vii. 38, 46, and it is fpoken of as an 


| ancient cuftom by driffophanes » and his Scholiaft, 


for, daughters to, anoint the feet of their parents 


after they had wafhed them-;, which may ferve to 


illuftrate the paflage in the gofpel; fee Eccl. ix. 8. 
My cup runneth over; denoting an affluence: of 
temporal good things, and efpecially of {piritual 
ones, which was David’s cafe. Such who are 
bleffed with. all fpiritual bleffings in Chrift, to 
whom the grace of the Lord has been exceedin 
abundant, ‘and the Lord himfelf is the portion of 
their cup, their cup may be faid to run over in- 
deed. 
¥. 6. Surely goodnefs and mercy foall follow me, 
&c.}. Either the free grace, love, favour, and 
mercy of God in Chrift, which endures continually, 
and is always the fame from everlafting to ever- 
lafting ; orthe effects of it ; and thefe either tempo- 
ral good things, which flow from the goodnefs 
and mercy of God, and not the merits of men ; and 
which are in great mercy and loving-kindnefs be- 
ftowed on his people, and which follow them : they 
do not anxioufly feek after them; but fecking the 
; kingdom 
¥ Terque lavet noftras {pica cilifla comas, |. 4. eleg. 6, 
* Nat, Hift. l. 13.¢ 4. 
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kingdom of God and ‘his righteoufnéls;' thefe “are 
added'to them, they trufting” in “the Lord, ‘and’ he 
eating for ‘them : or fpiritual good things, which 
atife trom the mere'grace and mercy of ‘God ;''fuch 
as ‘the bleffings of ‘the covenant, ‘the fure’mercies 
of David, the difcoveries‘and inftances of the love 
of God, and the provifions of his houfe, which fol- 
low them, being undeferving of them); and’even 
when they have backflidden from the Lord,’*and 
in times of diftrefs, when his grace is fufficient ‘for 
them ; ‘and of all this ‘the pfalmift had “a comfort- 
able affurance, depending upon the'promife “of 
God, arguing from’ the! bleffings he had already 
beftowed, and from_the conftant care he takés of 
his’ people, having’ in“ view‘his’ unchangeablenefs 
and faithfulfiefs, ‘the firmnefs of his covenant, and 
the irréverfiblenefs of the"bleffings of it : the words 
may be rendered’ only goodne/s and mercy, &c.* 
nothing but mete mercy and kindnefs ; for though 
afflictions do attend the'children of God, yet thefe 
are in mercy and love; theréis'no fury in the Lord 
againft them ; there'is‘nothing comes in ‘wrath’ to 
them, throughout the whole courfe of their lives ; 
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A pfalm of David. 


HIS pfalm is thought by fome of the Jewith 

writers *, to have’ been wrote when’ the” ark 
was brought from the houfe of Obed Edom, to the 
city of David, and put into the place: prepared for 
it by. him, 2 Sam. vi. 17/:t0 -which® reference’ is 
fuppofed to be had in y. 7—10. or after that David 
had built an»altar in the threfhing-floor of 4rau- 
nab the Febufite, and hadknowledge of the~hill 
Moriah, as the place where thé fanétuary~ was to 
be built; called the Hill of the Lord, and his’ ‘holy 
place; ¥..3. however, it was’ certainly written by 
David, under the infpiration of the Spirit of God 5 
and .is a prophecy of ‘Chrilt, and of the gofpel- 
church, and defcribesthe members of it. ©: 


yet. Lhe earth.is the Lord’s andthe fulnefs 
thereof, &c.}. The whole univerfe, all the terra- 
queous globe; both land and water, andthe: cir- 
cumambient air, and all that is therein’; the fifhes 
of the fea, the fowls of the air, the’ beafts of the 
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wherefore it. is added, All the days of my life the » 
“mercies of God are-néw every morning, they con- 


Pfixstiv yg) 


tinue all'the day long ; temporal goodnefs abides 


| as long'as lifé lafts, and ends with it; and fpiritual 


bleffings are for ever, they are the gifts of God 
which are without repentance. And I will dwell in 
the boufe of the Lord for ever ; which may denote 
his conftant attendance on the public worfhip of 
God;' of which he had ‘been deprived in time paft, 
being’driven‘out from it, but now he enjoyed’ it, 
and believed’ he ever fhould ; or it may defign his 
being a member of the church of God, and a _pil- 
lar in the houfe and temple of the Lord, that fhould 
never go ‘out; fee Rev. iii. 12. or it may regard 
the affurance he had of, dwelling in the houfe not 
made with hands, eternal,” in the heavens, Chrift’s 
Father’s houfe, in which are many manfions, {ure 
dwellings, and quiet refting-places for his people, 
and that 'to’all eternity..’”"[he Targum interprets it, 
of the houfe of the fanctuary ; and Kimcht expounds 
the whole ‘verfe in a petitionary way, may good- 
nefs.and mercy, &c, ru 


ufe of chriftian liberty, with refpe& to the free ufe 
of creatures, ‘they all being the Lord’s; and there- 
fore good, and to’ be received‘ with’ thankf iving : 
‘and yet, inafmuch as there is a variety of them, 
fuch fhould be abftained from, when’ to ufé them’ 
ferves to ¢mbolden evil men in their wicked ways, 
or offend ‘and grieve weak Chriftians, 1 Cor. x. 
(2eP 26,1880 Ie: . Se eet 
y¥. 2. For be hath founded it upon the feas, &c.] 
Or with thém, as fomé interpret * the particle $5 
he ‘hath fotinded the earth’and feas together,’ and 
both upon nothing ; and yet are ftable and firm ;) 
or by the feas*, near ‘unto them, atthe’ fide of 
them which; ‘though’ higher’ ‘than thelearth, ‘ate’ 
wotiderfully bounded’ by the power of God, fo as 
not to return and’ cover the earth $ fee Fob xxviii.’ 
811. 'Pfake Gv. 5-—9. fo the ‘particle’ is*ufed in’ 
Pfal.i°4. and xxiii. 2. Some have thought that the 
firft earth, which ‘Pefer’ fays was ftanding inthe 
water, and out of the water, 2 Pet, iii. 5. wa ‘made 


field, all plants and’ vegetables ‘that {pring out of | in the form of ‘an egg, ‘and that ‘the’ waters Were 


the earth, and metals and minerals ‘in the bowels 
of it; all which are the riches of the Lord the earth 
is fullof, P/al. civ. 24. fee Pfal.l. 10, 11, 12. 
The world, and they that ‘dwell therein , the habita- 
ble world, and the dwellers on it, rational and ir- 
rational. Thefe words may be interpreted of Chrift, 
who is Lord of all; he! made the world,: and ‘has 
aright and claim to all-things in it 5 for the fame 
perfon is here fpoken of as in the preceding pfalm, 
under the character of a fhepherd’; and this fhews 
him to be very fit and proper for fuch an office, 
feeing he cannot fail of feeding and protecting his 
fheep; nor can they want any good thing, fince 
the, fulnefs both of nature and of grace is with 
him ; and hence it is, that all things are ‘theirs, 
whether the world, or things prefent, or things to 
come ; and though they feem to have nothing, yer 
poffefs all things, they -poffefling him whofe ‘all 
thingsare. The apoftle makes ufe of this paffage 
of {cripture, to prove, explain, and direct in the 
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under the earth, and the earth was as a’ ¢ruft or 
thell over them, until the deluge came; and'this¢rutt 
then broke in, and formed the ‘fea’; ‘and pot 9 
rat 

r 


{pecial and peculiar aoe and that is his church 
ome reference may be had,! 

in this paflage, to mount A@oriah, and the hill of 
oeRAl ; ‘ul © @de odds T) aa 
eR, ‘J 


4 Aben Ezra’& Kimchi. ©” 


Pf xxiv. ¥.4—7. 


Zion, on which the temple was afterwards built, 
and is called the hill of the Lord, where he defired 
to dwell, P/al. Ixviii. 15, 16. yet the church is 
myttically intended, and is fo called on account of 
its vifibility, through a profeffion of faith in Chrift, 
and. for its immoveablene{s, being builtioa him. 
And who fhall Sand in his holy place? the fame with 
the hill of the Lord; the temple being to. be built 
upon it, where the Lord took up his refidence, and 
was worfhipped, and holinets becomes the houfe of 
God. for evermore: the import of thefe queftions 
is, who is a proper perfon to be an inhabitant of 
Zion, or a member of a gofpel-church ?, andthe 
anfwer to them is in the following verfe, in which 
is a defcription much like that which is given of 
of one hundred forty and four thoufand feen with 
the Lamb on mount Zion, Rev. xiv. 1, 4, 5. com- 
pare with this P/a/. xv, 
y. 4. He that bath clean bands, and a pure heart, 
&c.] Though clean bands are mentioned firft, as 
being more obvious to view, and better known, 
and more fubject to the cognizance and obfervation 
of others; yet a pure heart is firft in being and in 
order ; from whence cleannefs of hands, when right 
and real, fprings: no man has a pure heart natu- 
rally and of himfelf: the heart is defperately wicked ; 
the imagination of the thoughts of it is evil conti- 
nually ; the mind and confcience are defiled with 
fin; nor can any man make his heart clean, or 
fay he is pure from fin 5 but it is God that creates 
a clean heart, and renewsa right {pirit within men, 
and purifies the heart by faith, which is led to the 
blood of fprinkling, which purges the confcience, 
and cleanfeth it from all fin; and from this purity 
of heart flows purity of life and converfation, figni- 
fied by clean hands ; the hand being the inftrument 
of action ; holy actions, or good works, perform- 
ed from a principle of grace, are meant : the phrafe 
is expreffive of a holy, harmlefs, and innocent con- 
verfation, wafhing the hands being ufed to denote 
innocence, Matth. xxvii, 24. Pfal. xxvi. 6. and 
Ixxiii. 13. not aconverfation entirely free from fin, 
nor by which a man is juftified before God for 
though he wath his hands ever fo clean, they will 
not be pure in his fight, and will need wafhing in 
the blood of the Lamb; but it denotes a converfa- 
tion upright in general, and declares a man righ- 
teous in the fight of men, and diftinguifhes him 
from one of a diffolute life, whofe hands are full of 
blood, and defiled with fin. Who bath not lift up 
bis foul unto vanity; or fet his heart upon *, and de- 
fired vain things, as the phrafe is fometimes ufed, 
Deut, xxiv. 15. fer. xxii. 27. that is, the vain 
things of this world ; as the riches, honours, plea- 
fures and profits of it; or has not ferved other gods, 
the idols of the Gentiles, which are lying vanities, 
but has lift up his foul to God, and ferved him only: 
or who hath not received bis foul in vain* ; from the 
hands of God, but loves him with all his foul, be- 
lieves with the heart in Chrift for righteoufnefs, be- 
ing fanctified by the Spirit of God ; and fo the de- 
fire of his foul is to his name, and the remembrance 
of him. The keri, or marginal reading according 
to the points, is, who bath not lift up my foul tova- 
nity’; that is, has not taken the name of God in 
vain, or {wore falfly by his name; his foul being 
put for his name or himfelf, and by which he is 
faid fometimes to fwear, Fer. li. 14. Amos vi. 8. 
aud this fenfe the Jewith interpreters * generally 
give into, The Zargum feems to take in both the 
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writing of the text and thé marginal reading, as it 
often does, and renders the words, who hath not 
Sworn in Vain, to the condemnation of bis foul, though 
fometimes to his own difadvantage, yet not to the 
hurt of others ; fee P/al. xv. 4. it follows, Nor 
worn deceitfully ; by bearing falfe witnefs againft 
any man; or by cheating him out of his fubitance 
through a falfe oath, = 

¥. 5. He feall receive the blefing from the Lord, 
&c.] Or who receives’; the future for the pre- 
fent ; and: fo is a continuation of the defcription of 
a perfon proper to enter and abide in the church of 
God, as the following verfe feems to require; 
even one who has received every fpiritual bleffing 
in Chrift in general, fpecial grace out of his ful- 
nefs ; particularly the bleffing of pardon, as alfo 
adoption, and a right to eternal life; though it 
may be, that the following claufe is explanative of 
this... And righteaufne/s from the God of his falva- 
tion, from Chrift, who is God his Saviour, the 
author of falvation,; and who has brought in an 
everlafting righteoufnefs, which is in him, and is a 
gift of his grace, and is received from him by faith, 
and is a great bleffing indeed ; it fecures from con- 
demnation and death, and entitles to eternal life. 

y. 6. This is the generation of them that feck him, 
&c.] The perfons above deicribed are fuch, who 
in every age are the generation of the children of 
God, and are accounted by him for a generation ; 
they are fuch that feek him, in the firft place, with 
their whole hearts, and in Chrift, where they find 
him. That feek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. by the 
face of God is meant the favour of God, the dif- 
coveries of his love, the light of his countenance, 
than which nothing is more defirable to gracious 
fouls, or more fought after by them; and by Fa- 


cob, is meant the God of Yacab 5 and fo Apollinari- 


us has it in his metaphrafe ; fee P/a/. x. 1. unlefs 
Chrift fhould be intended, one of whofe names is 
Tfrael, Ifa. xlix. 3. or the words may be fupplied, 
as they are by fome Jewith writers”, ¢his is Facob ; 
or the perfons before defcribed are the feed of Fa- 
cob, and who are called by his name: and it may 
be obferved, that the church of God often bears 
the fame name, J/a. xliii. 1. and xliv. 1, 5. and 
then the fenfe is, the perfons whofe characters are 
given above are fit toaicend, and ftand in the holy 
hill of God, are J/raelites indeed, in whom there 
is no guile. . 

¥.7. Lift up your heads, Oye gates, &c.] By 
which the gates of hell are not meant; nor are the 
words to be underftood of the defcent of Chrift thi- 
ther, to fetch the fouls of Old Teftament-faints 
from thence; who the papifts dream were detained 
in an apartment there, as in a prifon, called by 
them hmbus patrum; feeing thefe immediately, 
upon their feparation from the body, were ina 
{tate of happinefs and glory, as the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus fhews ; and fince Chrift, at 
his death, went, in his human foul, immediately 
into heaven, or paradife, where the penitent thief 
was that day with him: nor do the words defign 
the gates of heaven, and Chrift’s afcenfion thither, 
fhut by the fins of men, and opened by the blood 
of Chrift, by which he entered himfelf, and has 
made way for all his people; though this fenfe is 
much preferable to the former, The Jewifh inter- 
preters underftand the phrafe of the gates of the 
temple, which David prophetically fpeaks of as to 
be opened, when it fhould be built and dedicated 
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by Solomon, and when the ark, the fymbol of Fe- 
hovab’s prefence, was brought into it, and the glo- 
ry of the Lord filled the houfe ; fo the Targum in- 
terprets this firft claufe of the gates of the boufe of 
the fanfiuary , though the next, of ébe gates of the 
garden of Eden; but the words are better interpret- 
ed in a myftical and fpiritual fenfe, of the church 
of God, the temple of the living God, which is 
faid to have gates, J/a. Ix. 11. and is itfelf called 
a door, Cant. viii. 9. where the open door of the 
gofpel is fet, or an opportunity of preaching the 
gofpel given, and a door of utterance to the minif- 
ters of the word, and the doors of mens hearts are o- 
pened to attend to it, and indeed, the hearts of par- 
ticular believers, individual members of the church, 
may be intended, or at leaft included in the fenfe 
of the paflage; fee Rev. iii. 20, and it may be ob- 
ferved, that the new Feru/alem is faid to have gates 
of pearl, through which Chrift, wnen he makes 
his glorious appearance, will enter in his own glo- 
ry, and in his Father’s, and in the glory of the 
holy angels. And be ye lift up, ye everlafting doors 5 
or the dcors of the world”; which fome under- 
ftand of the kingdoms and nations of the world, 
and of the kings and princes thereof, as called upon 
to open and make way for, and receive the gotpel 
of Chrift into them, and to fupport and retain it; 
but it is beft to interpret it of the church and its 
members, whofe continuance, perpetuity, and du- 
ration, are here intimated, by being called ever- 
lafting doors; which may be faid to be 4/t up, as it 
may refpect churches, when thofe things are re- 
moved, which hinder communion with Chrift; as 
their fins, which feparate between them and their 
God, and the wall of unbelief, behind~ which 
Chrift ftands; and fleepinefs, drowfinefs, coldnefs, 
lukewarmnefs, and indifference; fee J/a. lix. 2. 
Cant. ii. 9. and v. 2. and when public worthip is 
clofely and ftrictly attended on, as the miniftration 
of the word and ordinances, prayer to God, which 
is the lifting up the heart with the ‘hands to God, 
and finging his praife: and as it may refpect parti- 
cular believers ; thefe doors and gates may be faid 
to be lifted up, when their hearts are enlarged with 
the love of God; the defires and affections of their 
fouls are drawn out towards the Lord, and the 
graces of the Spirit are in a lively exercife on him ; 
and when they lift up their heads with joy in a view 
of Chrift coming to them. This muft not be un- 
derftood as if they could do all this of themfelves, 
any more than gates and doors can be thought to 
open and liftupthemfelves. dud the King of glory 
foall come in; the Lord Jefus Chrift, called the Lord 
of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. Famesii. 1. who is glorious 
in himfelf, in the perfeétions of his divine nature, 
as the Son of God; being the brightnefs of his Fa- 
ther’s glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon; 
and in his office as Mediator, being full of grace 
and truth, and having a glory given him before 
the world was; and which became manifeft upon 
his refurrection, afcenfion to heaven, and feffion at 
God’s right hand; and particularly he is glorious 
as a King, being made higher than the kings of 
the earth, and crowned with glory and honour; 
and fo the Targum renders it, NYP? TID, the glo- 
rious King ; and he is moreover the author and giv- 
er, the fum and fubftance of the glory and hap- 
pinefs of the faints: and now, asthe inhabitants of 
Zion, and members of the church, are defcribed in 
the preceding verfes, an account is given of the 
King of Zion in this and the following ; who may 
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his gracious prefence, fhews himfelf thro 
lattices, and in the galleries of ordinances, in his 
beauty and glory; takes his walks there, and his 
goings are feen, even in the fanctuary ; and where 
he dwells as King in his palace, and as a Son in 
his own houfe; and he may be faid to come into 
the hearts of particular believers, when he mani- 
fe(ts himfelf, his love and grace unto them, and 
grants them fuch communion, as is exprefied by 
fupping with them, and by dwelling in their hearts 
by faith. 

¥.8. Who is this King of glory? 8c.} Which 
queftion is put by the church, or particular believ- 
ers; not through ignorance, as the daughters of 
Ferufalem, Cant. v. g. or the Pharifees, when 
Chrift made his public entrance into Ferufalem, 
Matt. xxi. 10. much lefs in pride and haughtinefs, 
in fcorn and derifion, as Pharaoh, Exod. v. 1. 
and the Capernaites, John vi. 42. but as wondring 
at the glories and excellencies of his perfon, and as 
defirous of knowing more of him. The anfwer 
to the queftion is, Zhe Lord ftrong and mighty ; 
he whole name alone is Febouah; ‘ae moft high in 
all the earth; the everlafting | ams JFebovah our 
righteouinefs; the mighty God, even the Almigh- 
ty; the Son of man, whom God has made ftrong 
for himfelf: his itrength and might have been 
feen in the creation of all things out of nothing, in 
upholding all things by his power, in the redemp* 
tion of his people, in the refurrection of himfelf, in 
difpotietiing the {trong man armed, out of the hearts 
of his chofen ones, in the government of his church, 
and the care of all his faints, and in keeping them 
from a final and total falling away. From the firft 
of thefe words, which is only here ufed, Mars, be- 
caufe of his ftrength, has the name of Azizuss 
which name of his Yalian° makes mention of, and 
very probably He/us, alfo a deity of the ancient 
Gauls, Ipoken of by the poet®, and by Laéfans 
tius 4, but to none does it belong as to our Febovab. 
The Lord mighty in battle, as he was when he was 
upon the crofs ; when he made an end of fin, fpoiled 
principalities and powers; abolifhed death, and 
deftroyed him that had the power of it; and as he 
will be at the laft day, when the kings of the earth 
fhall make war with him, and he fhall overcome 
them; when the bea{t and falfe prophet fhall be 
taken, and caft alive into the lake of fire; and the 
remnant fhall be flain with the fword of his mouth ; 
fee Rev. xvii. 14. and xix. 11—21. and who is now 
the Captain of falvation to his people, their leader 
and commander; who furnifhes them with wea- 
pons of warfare, which are mighty through God 
who teaches their hands to war, and their fingers 
to fight the good fight of faith; and makes them 
more than conquerors through himfelf that has 
loved them. . vs 
_ ¥. gs Lift up your beads, O ye gates; &c.] This 
is repeated on account of the backwardnefs and ne- 
gligence of churches, and particular believers, to 
open and let Chrift in; as may be feen in the cafe of 
the church in Cant. v. 2, 3. as well as the more ta 
fet forth the greataefs and glory of Chrift, about to 


make his entrance, and to command a proper awe » 
and reverence of him: fome think refpeét is had ra- 


the twofold coming of Chrift ; firft into the fecond 
temple, and next at the laft judgment; though ra~ 
ther, the certainty of his coming, in a fpiritual mana 
ner, to his church and people, is here defigned. 

¥. 10. 
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y. 10. Who is this King of glory ? &e.| ‘This is 
repeated, becaufe of the preceding words, ‘and in 
order to have a further account of this glorious per- 
fon, asfollows, The Lord of hofts, be is the King 
of glory. Selab. he who is the Lord of Sabaoth, the 
Lord of the armies, bothof the heavens andthe earth ; 


PSAL 
A pfalm 


HIS is the firft of the pfalms which is writ- 
ten in an alphabetical order, or in which the 
firft word of every verfe begins with the letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet in order, though it is not 
ftri€tly and regularly obferved; the reafon of this 
manner of writing is not very obvious; the * Jews 
confefs their ignorance of it; it may be to engage 
the attention to what is faid, or to affift the me- 
mory in Jaying it up, and retaining it there. The 
occafion of the pfalm feems to be the troubles Da- 
vid was in on account of an unnatural rebellion 
raifed againft him by fome of his fubjects, at the 
head of which was his own fon 4b/alom; he fpeaks 
of himfelf as in a nét, and in great affliction, dif- 
trefs and trouble, by reafon of his enemies, ¥. 15, 
16, 17, 18. and as being brought to a fenfe of his 
former fins, for which he defires pardon, y, 7, 11. 


y. 1. Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my foul.) 
Either ia prayer, as the Chaldee paraphrafe adds * ; 
and denotes fincere, affectionate, hearty prayer to 
God, a drawing nigh to him with a true heart; for 
unlefs the heart is lifted up, the lifting up of the 
eyes or hands in prayer is of no avail; fee Lam. iii. 
41. or by way of offering to the Lord, as fome 
Jewifh writers ‘interpret it; David not only pre- 
fented his body in public worfhip, but his foul alfo 
as a living facrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which was his reafonable fervice; or elfe as a de- 
pofitum, which he committed into the hands of 
God, to be under his care and protection; and then 
the fenfe is the fame with P/a/. xxxi. 5." the phrafe 
is fometimes ufed to exprefs earneft and vehement 
defire ‘after any thing ; fee the note on P/al. xxiv. 4. 
and may here intend the very great defire of the 
pifalmift after communion with God; which is elfe- 
where by him exprefled by panting after him, and 
by thirfting for him in a dry and thirfty land, P/al. 
xlii. x. and Ixiii. 1. the defires of his foul were not 
to vain things, the vanities and idols of the Gen- 
tiles, but to God only, and to the remembrance of 
his name. 

y.2.O my God, I truft in thee, &c.| He claims his 
intereft in God, and expreffes his faith and confi- 
dence in him, in the midft éf all his troubles; fee 
the note on Pfal. vii. 1. Let me not be afhamed 
meaning of his truft in God, by being difappointed 
of the help, deliverance, and falvation from him, 
which he trufted in him for; and the believer, as 
he has no reafon to be afhamed of God, the object 
of his truft; fo nejther of the act of his hope, or 
truft in him; nor fhall he; for “hope makes not 
afhamed ; fee P/fal, cxix. 116. Rom. v. 5. Let 
not mine enemies triumph over me, either his tem- 
poral enemies, his fubjects that were rifen up a- 
gainft him; or his fpiricual enemies, Satan, and 
the men of the world, who rejoice and triumph 


* Kimchi in Toe. * So Kimchi & Ben Melech. 
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at whofe difpofe and controll all things are in both 
worlds, above and below : this is the great and glo- 
rious perfon that condefcends to dwell in his church« 
es, and in the hearts of his people ; and this honour 
have all his faints, 


M XXV. 
of David, 


when the faints are forfaken by God ; and they 
are ready to fay, as David’s enemies did of him, 
there is no help, or falvation for him in God, P/al. 
iti, 2. and when they fall into their hands, or fall 
by them. 

¥. 3. Yea, let none that wait on thee be afbamed, 
&c.] David not only prays for himfelf, but for 
other faints, as it becomes the people of God to 
do; for them they waited on the Lord in public 
worfhip, attended his houfe and ordinances, and 
waited on him for the difcoveries of his love, the 
enjoyment of his gracious prefence, and were look- 
ing for his falvation, for the Meffiah; for thofe 
the pfalmift prays, that they might not be afhamed 
of their expectation and hope, by the delay of thofe 
things, or the denial of them, Let them be afbamed 
which tranfere/s without caufe, or act treacherouf- 
ly without caufe”; as David's fubjects did, wha 
were rifen up in rebellion againft him, and acted 
the perfidious part, contrary to their allegiance, and 
without any juft reafon, they not being ruled with 
rigour, and opprefied; but were guided and go- 
verned by him according to the laws of God, in 
the integrity of his heart, and by the fkilfulnefs of 
his hands; he being a king that reigned in righte- 
oufnefs, and a prince that decreed judgment: and 
fuch are thofe who are now rifen up againft our 
rightful fovereign king George *, a parcel of perfi- 
dious, treacherous wretches; fome of them who 
were in the laft rebellion, and obtained his father’s 
pardon; others that have partook yearly of his 
royal bounty, for the inftrudtion of their children; 
and all have enjoyed the blefflings of his mild and 
gentle government; and therefore are without caufe 
his enemies: and for fuch we fhould pray, as Da- 
vid did: for his enemies, that they might be 
afhamed ; that they may fail in their attempts and 
defigns, and be brought to deferved punifhment; 
fee Pfal. vii. 4. or Let tvanfgreffors be afbamed, and 
be empty®’; in a ftate of emptinefs and want; lofe 
their wealth, honour, and credit. 

¥. 4. Shew me thy ways, O Lord, &c.] Either 
thofe which the Lord himfelf took and walked in; 
as thofe of creation and providence, in which he 
has difplayed his power, wifdom, and goodnefs ; 
and which are defirable to be known by his people, 
and require divine inftruction and direction; and 
particularly his ways of grace, mercy and truth, 
and the methods he has taken for the falvation of 
his people, both in eternity and in time; or thofe 
ways which he orders and directs his people to wall 
in; namely, the paths of duty, the ways of his 
worfhip and ordinances; a greater knowledge of 
which good men defire to have, as well as more 
grace to enable them to walk more clofely and cone 
{tantly inthem. Teach me thy paths, a petition 
the fame with the other, in different words. 

¥. Ss 
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y. 5. Lead me ian thy truth and teach me, &c.| 
Meaning the word of God, the {criptures of truth, 
and the gofpel, which is the word of truth, and 
truth itfelf, Foon xvii. 17. and the fenfe is, either 
that God would lead him by his Spirit. more and 
more into all truth, as contained in his word; or 
that he would lead him by it and according to it, 
that he might form his principles and his conduct 
more agreeable to it, which is the ftandard and rule 
of taith and practice : which leading is by’ teaching ; 
and reafons urged for granting all the above pe- 


titions follow, fur thou art the God of my falvation; 


who, in infinite wifdom, contrived the fcheme and 
method of it in his Son, and. by hiny effected it, 
and by his Spirit had made application of it to him: 
and fince the Lord had. done fuch great things for 
him, he hoped the requefts he had made would be 
granted: he adds, On thee do I wau all the day; or 
continually, in’ publick and‘in private, attending to 
all the duues ot religion, yet not trufting in them, 
but in the Lord; and therefore he intreated, he 
might not be afhamed of his hope and expectation, 
for deliverance and falvation, 

_ ¥. 0. Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and 
thy loving-kindneffes, &c.] Not the providentiai 
mercy and kindnels of God, in the care of him in 
his mother’s womb, at the time of his birth, in 
his nurture, and education, and in the preierva- 
tion of him to the prefent time; but the fpecial 
mercy, grace, and love of God in Chrift: the fenfe 
of the petition is the fame with that of P/al. cvi. 
4. which are expreffed in the plural number, be- 
caule of the largenefs and abundance of it, ‘and be- 
caule of the various aéts and inftances of it; the 
Lord is rich and pienteous in mercy, abundant in 
goodnefs ;_ his love is exceeding great, and nume- 
rous are the ways and methods in which it is de- 
clared, both in eternity and in time ; and though 
he can never forget his love, nor the people whom 
he loves, for they are engraven on his hand, and 
fet as a feal on his heart; yet he fometimes feems, 
by the conduct of his providence, as if he did not 
remember it, and had no tender affection for 
them ; and their unbelief is ready to fay, the Lord 


has forgotten to be gracious; and the defign of 


fuch a petition as this, is to intreat a freth difcovery 
and application of the grace, mercy, and. lov- 


ing-kindnefs of God, and which he allows his 
people to put him inremembrance of. For rhey have 
been ever of old; meaning not only from the time 


of his birth, and in after-appearances of God for 


him, nor the favours fhewn to the people of J/rae/ 


in former times, at the Red fea, and in the wil- 
dernefs and elfewhere, and to the patriarchs from 
the beginning of the world; but the love of God 


from everlafting, which appears in the choice of 


his people in Chrift, before the foundation of the 
world, in the everlafting covenant of grace made 
with him, and in the fetting of him up as the 
mediator of it, and in putting his people into his 
hands, with all grace and {piritual bleffings for 
them before the world began ; and which love as it 
-is from everlafting it is to everlafting, and remains 
invariably the fame. 
¥. 7. Remember not the fins of my youth, &c.] 
Original fin, in which he was born, and the break 
ings forth of corrupt nature in infancy, he brought 
into the world with him, together with all the 
youthful lufts and vanities, to which that age is ad- 
diéted ; and fometimes the fins of youth, are in 
fome perfons remembered by God, and punithed 
in old age; and if not, they are. brought. to re. 
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| wrath; fee Jod xiii. 26. which the pila 


teach his way ; of juftifying finners by the righte- 
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membrance through the difpenfations of Provi- 


dence ; and the people of God are chaftifed for — 


them then, and are ready to fear it is ina way of 


€ 
deprecates; for this is not faid in order ex- 
tenuate his fins, they being but youthful follies, 
imprudencies, and inadvertencies, fins Committed 
through ignorance,when he had not the knowledge 
of things he. now had; nor as if he had lived ito 
holy a life, that there were no fins of his to be 
taken notice of, but what he had committed in 
his younger days; but rather, this is to be con- 
fidered as a confeflion of his having finned from 
his youth: upwards unto that time, as in Fer. ii, 
25. and therefore intreats that God would not fe- 
member his fins, fo as to correét him for them ia 
wrath and hot difpleafure ; neither the fins he had 
formerly been guilty of, nor thofe of a later date ; 
which he next mentions. Nor my tranjgrefious 5 
his more notorious and glaring ones; fuch as 
murder and adultery, in the cale of Uriab and Bath- 


Joeba, and which now ftared him in the face; and 


on account of thefe, andas a chaflening for them, 
this unnatural rebellion of his fon’s, which was 
now. railed againithim, was futtered to befal him, 
as had been toretola to him, 2 Sam. xi. 41, de- 
cording to thy mercy remember. thou me, for thy good- 
nfs-fake, O Lord he pleads no ment, nor good= — 
aels of his own, but ca{ts himfelf upon the mercy, 
grace, and goodnefs of God; in which he was cer- 
tainly right; and on that account, | prayed and 
hoped for. deliverance from, his preicnt troubles, 
and for difcoveries of the pardon of his iins unto 
him, which is what he means by remembring 
him. 

¥. 8. Good and upright is tbe Lord, &c.] He is 
effentially, originally, and independently god ot 
himfelf in his own nature, and he is providentially 
good to all his creatures ; and he isin a way of 
ipecial grace and mercy good to his own people: 
and he is upright, juft in himfelf, righteous in al] 
his ways and works, and faithful in ail his promi- 
fes ; and the confideration of thefe excellent per- 
fections of his, encouraged the pfalmiit to enter- 
tain an holy confidence, that his petitions, refpect- 
ing inftruction and guidance in the ways of the 
Lord, y¥. 4, 5, would be heard and anfwered, not- 
withftanding his fins and tranfgreflions. Yberefore 
will be teaco finners in the way 3 Such who are ia 
fintul ways, he will teach them by his word and 
Spirit the evil of their ways, and bring them out of 
them, and to repentance tor them; and he will 
teach them his own ways, both the ways and me- 
thods of his grace, in faving finners by Chrift, and 
the paths of taith and duty, in which he would haye 
them walk ; fee P/al. li. 13. m 

¥. 9. The meek will he guide in judgment, 8c.} 
Or the miferable’ and afflicted ; {uch as fee them- 
felves to be wretched and miferable, loft and un- 
done ; and cry out, What fhall we to do to be 
faved? and who are meek and lowly, are humbled 
under afenfe of their fins, are poor in {pirit, and 
of broken and contrite hearts; thefe the Lord will 
guide by his Spirit into the truth, as it is in Jefus ; 
even the great truth of falvation by him; and in the 
way of his judgments, ftatutes, and ordinances ; _ 
and will give them a true judgment, and a righe 
difcerning of things that ditter; and he will lead 
them on in judgment, or gently; fee Fer. x. 24. 
into every truth of the gofpel by degrees, and as 
they are ableto bear them. Amd the meek will ke 
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oufnefs of his Son; for fuch who are humble and 
confefs their fins and unworthinefs, and throw 
themfelves on the mercy of God in Chrift, are de- 
claratively juftified by the Lord, when the proud 
boafting Pharifee is an abomination to him. 

¥. 10. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
truth, &c.) By which are meant, not the paths 
in which the Lord would have his people walk ; 
though thefe are good and gracious, right and 
true; his commandments are not grievous, his 
yoke is eafy, and burden light; his ways are ways 
of pleafantnefs, and his paths paths of peace : but 
rather, the paths in which the Lord himfelf walks ; 
not his paths of providence, though thefe are 
mercy and truth to his own people ; every {tep he 
takes is in a way of goodnefs and kindnefs to them, 
and in truth and faithfulnefs to his promifes , but 
the ways and methods he has taken towards the 
fpiritual and eternal falvation of his people ; as in 
his counfels and purpofes, in which there is a large 
difplay of his grace and mercy; in the choice of 
them in Chrift, as veffels of mercy, and which ‘is of 
grace, and not of works; in determining to fend 
his Son to die for them, which fprings from the 
tender mercy of our God; in refolving to. call 
them by his grace, and to adopt them into his fa- 
mily, and at laft to glorify them; all which pro- 
ceed from his merciful loving-kindnefs,; and all 
thefle his counfels of old, are faithfulnefs and truth, 
fince they can never be fruftrated, but are always 
accomplifhed: as alfo in his covenant, which 
fprings from grace, is built upon mercy, and 
contains the fure mercies of David, and is ever ful- 
filled ; the faithfulnefs of God is engaged to keep 
it, and its. promifes are yea and amen in Chrift: 
and likewife the fteps he has taken in Chrift, the 
mediator of the covenant, who is full of grace and 
truth ; mercy appears in the miffion of him, and re- 
demption by him; and ¢ruzéh in fulfilling the pro- 
mife of him ; and both mercy and truth meet to- 
gether in him: and fo they do in the various 
bleffings of grace, which come by him; as parti- 
cularly: juftification and pardon of fin, in both 
which there is a difplay of grace and mercy; and 
alfo of the truth of holinefs and juftice: and the 
merey and truth of God appear in thefe paths of 
his, uzto fuch as keep bis covenant and bis. tefti- 
monies; by which are defigned, not the covenant 
of works, and the precepts of the law, which are 
fometimes called the teftimonies of God, becaufe 
they teftify what is his will that fhould be done: 
but thefe are broke, and not kept perfectly by any ; 
nor is it any favour or high privilege, to be fhewn 
this covenant and the duties of it, as is fug- 
gefted of the covenant here meant, as appears from 
y. 14. wherefore the covenant of grace muft be 
intended, which is made with Chrift, and his peo- 
ple in him ; and the ¢eftimonies are the promifes of 
it, which teftify of the grace, mercy, truth, and 
faithfulnefs of God ; and the keeping of  thefe is 
done by faith : faith lays hold on the covenant, 
its bleffings and promifes, and claims an intereft in 
them, as David did, 2 Sam. xxiii. g. fee Ifa. 
lvi. 4, 6. and it keeps or retains its hold; it will 
not let go its hold of the covenant and its tefti- 
monies, but afferts its intereft, even when things 
are at the worft with it; and it holds faft the re- 
joicing of the hope firm unto the end ; and to fuch 
all the fteps the Lord takes, appear to be in mercy 
and truth. L emia + bey Deis 
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y. 11, For thy name-fake, O Lord, pardon sine 
iniquity, &c.) Which todo, is one of the promifes 
and bleffings of the covenant. The pfalmift may 
have reference to his fin with Bath/beba, as Kimchi 
obferves ; fince it was foretold to him,’ that on ac- 
count of that fin, evil fhould arife to him out of 
his own houfe, 2 Sam, xii. 11, meaning, that his 
fon fhould rife up in rebellion againft him ; which 
was now the cafe, and which no doubt brought 
afrefh this fin to his mind; and the guilt of it lay 
heavy upon his confcience ; and therefore he prays 
for an application of pardoning grace and mercy : 
or he may have refpect to original fin, the fin of 
his nature, which fo eafily belet him ; the loath- 
fome difeafe his Joins were filled with; the law in 
his members, warring againft the law of his mind , 
and which, a view of every aétual fin, led him 
to the confideration and acknowledgement of, as 
did that now mentioned, P/a/. li. 4, 5. or, iniquity 
may be put for sniguities, and the fenfe be, that he 
defired a manifeftation of the pardon of all his fins, 
for when God forgives fin, he forgives all iniqui- 
ties: and David here prays for pardon in a way of 
mercy, and upon the foot of fatisfaCtion; for he 
prays, that God would mercifully pardon *, as the 
word fignifies ; or, according to his tender mercies, 
blot out his tranfgreffions, and cleanfe him from 
his fins ; or that he would be propitious ® to him 4 
or forgive him in a propitiatory way, or through 
the propitiation of Chrift, whom God had fet forth 
in his purpofes and promifes to be the propitiation 
for the remiffion of fins; and therefore he intreats 
this favour for his same-fake; not for his own 
merits and good works, but for the Lord’s fake, 
for his mercy-fake, or for his Son’s fake; fee 
Tfa. xiii. 25, compared with Apb. v, 32, The 


| argument or reafon he urges is, For it is great, 


being committed againft the great God, againtt 
great light and knowledge, and attended with very 
ageravating circumftances; er much ‘, he being 
guilty of many fins; his fins were great, both as to 
quality and quantity: this feems to be rather a 
reafon againft, than a reafon for the pardon of fin ; 
it denotes the fenfe the pfalmift had of his iniquity, 
and his importunity for the pardon of it ; juft as a 
perfon, fenfible of the violence and malignity of his 
difeafe, intreats, the phyfician with the greater 
eagernefs and importunity to do his utmoft for him 
fee Pfal. xli. 4. or the words may be rendered, 
though it is great*: fo Abeu Ezra underftands 
them ; ‘¢ though it is fo very heinous and provoking, 
yet fince forgivenefs is with thee, and thou haft 
promifed it in covenant, and haft proclaimed thy 
name, a God gracious and merciful, pardon it 5” 
unlefs the words are to be connected, as they are by 
fome Jewifh* interpreters, with the phrafe thy 
name-fake, for it is great; that is, thy name is 
great, and that it may appear to be fa, as it is pro- 
claimed, forgive mine iniquity, . 

y. 12. What man is be that feareth the Lerd? 
&c,] That is, how happy a man is he! and one 
that fears the Lord, is one that has the fear of God 
put into his heart, as a blefling of the covenant of 
grace before fpoken of ; who fears the Lord, not 
on account of the punifhment of fin, but under 
the influence of the pardon of it, and for his good- 
nefs-fake ; who loves the Lord, trufts in him, is 
careful not to offend him, hates fin, and avoids it, 
and has a {trict regard to the worfhip of God in all 
its parts and branches, and performs it in fear ; or . 


who 
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who ferves the Lord with reverence and godly fear. 
The defcription of this man’s happinels follows in 
this and the next verfe; Alim shall be teach in the 
evay that he foall choofe ; either which the man that 
fears God fhall choofe, which is the way of truth 
and duty, P/al. cxix. 30,173. or the way which God 
preferibes to him, and is well-pleafingin his fight, 
who teaches to profit, and leads in the way his peo- 
ple thould go; and a great happinefs it is, for a 
man to have his {teps ordered by the Lord, and his 
goings directed by him. 

¥. 13 His foul foall dwell at eafe, &c.} Orin 
goodnefs &, enjoying an affluence of good things, 
of fpiritual bleffings in Chrift, in whom he dwells 
by faith; and where he has peace and fafety, amidft 
all the troubles, afflictions, and exercifes he meets 
with ; and where with godlinefs he has content- 
ment, which is great gain indeed; for though he 
may feem to have nothing, he poffeffes all things ; 
and has all things given him richly to enjoy, even 
all things pertaining to life and godlinets; and at 
death, when his foul is feparated trom his body, it 
fhall enter into reft, and be in perfect peace 5 it 
fhall lie in Abrabam’s bofom, and in the arms of 
Jefus, during the night of the grave, until the re- 
{urreétion-rmorn, when the body. will be-raifed and 
united to it, and both will dwell in perfect happi- 
nefs to all eternity. Aud bis feed fhall inherit the 
earl ; that is, thofe who tread in the fame fteps, 
and fear the Lord as he does ; thefe fhall poffefs the 
good things of this world, which is theirs, in a 
comfortable way, as their Father’s gift, as cove- 
nant-mercies, and in love; though it may be buta 
fmall portion that they have of them ; or rather, 
they fhall inherit the new heavens and earth, where- 
in will dwell only righteous perfons, «meek ones, 
and fuch as fear the Lord, Matt. v. 5. 2 Pet. iii 
13. and this they fhall inherit for a thoufand years, 
and afterwards the land afar off, the better country, 
the ultimate glory to all eternity. 

y. 14. The fecret of the Lord is with them that 
fear lim, &c.| The fecret of his purpofes with 
them; as his purpofe according to election ; his 
refolution to redeem his chofen ones by his Son, 
his defign to call them by his grace ; his predefti- 
nation of them to the adoption of children, and 
eternal life ; which are the deep things of God, 
the Spirit of God reveals ; and all which are made 
maniteft to them ineffectual vacation: and the fe- 
cret of his providences is with them; fome are 
made known to them that fear the Lord, before 
they come to pafs ; as the deftruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to Abraham, with many other inftances 
in the Old Teftament; fee Amos iii 7. and what is 


the book of the Revelation, but a revelation of the | 


fecrets of Providence, from the time of Chrift and 
his apoftles, to the end of the world? fome they 
obferve and take notice of whilft they are perform- 


ing, and fee the gracious defigns of God in them, | 


for their good and his glory ; and though fome of 
his ways of providence are paft finding out, and 
his footfteps are not known as yet; hereafter his 
judgments will be made manifeft, and the whole 
fcene will be opened to the faints, and_be clear to 
“their view: the fecret of his love, free grace, and 
favour is with them, which was in his heart from 
everlaiting, and lay hid in his thoughts,which areas 
much higher than ours, as the heavens are higher than 
the earth ; and which is made manifeftin regene- 
ration, and then fhed abroad in the hearts of his 


me, Montanus, Mafculus, Junius & Tremellius, &c, 
Gejerus, Michaelis; fo Ainfiorth, _ 
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people : fecret communion with God is enjoyed 


by thofe tnat fear him, which is what the world 
knows nothing of, and the joy that refults from 
it, is what a itranger intermeddles not with; the 
Lord has his chambers and fecret places, into which 
he brings them, and where they dwell. The fe- 
cret of his gofpel is with them ; and the myfteries 
of it, which were kept fecret fince the world be- 
gan; as the myftery of a Trinity of perfons in 
the Godhead; the union of the two natures in 
Chrift,; the regeneration of the Spirit ; the union 
of the faints to Chrift, and their communion with 
him ; the calling of the Gentiles ; the refurrection 
of the dead, and the change of living faints, 
And be will fhew them bis covenant; the cove- 
nant of grace, which was made with Chrift for 
them from eternity, is made known to them in 
time; when they are called by the grace of God, 
and made partakers of the grace of the cove- 
nant, then the Lord. reveals bimfelf as their co- 
venant-God and Father; fhews them that his 
Son is their furety, mediator, redeemer, and Sa- 
viour ; puts his Spirit into them to implant co- 
venant-grace in them, to feal up the bleffings of 
it to them, and bear ‘witnefs to their intereft -in 
them, as pardon, jultification, and adoption; and 
to apply the exceeding great. and precious pio- 
mifes of it to them. = | | 

yt. 15. Mine eyes areever towards the Lord, &&c.] 
Not only as the God of nature and providence, for 
his daily fupport and fupply, in which fenfe the 
eyes of al] creatures wait upon him; but as his co- 
venant-God and Father, having the eyes of his 
underftanding opened to fee and’ know him as fuch, 
and the eye of his faith dire€ted to him, to believe 
in him, and make him his:hope and truft ; and his 


eye was fingle to him; it.was to him, and him on- - 


ly, that he looked; and it was conftant, it was 
ever to him, he fet the Lord always before him ; 
and fuch a look was well-pleafing to God: it may 
alfo refpect the lifting up of his eyes to God in 
prayer for all mercies temporal and fpiritual, and 
his prayer was the prayer of faith ; as” fol- 
lows: For he fball pluck my feet out of the nets 
of the corruption of nature, andthe Jufts of it, as 
Aben Ezra interprets it; by which the faints are 
fometimes enfnared and taken captive, and out of 
which they cannot make their efcape of themfelves ; 
but there is a deliverance from it by Jefus Chrift 
their Lord: or out of the temptations of Satan, 
called his devices, and wiles, and the {nares of the 
devil; and as the Lord knows how to delivershis 
out of témptations, he does deliver them in shis 
own time: or rather, out of the nets and fnares laid 
for him by wicked men; as by his fon 4d/alom, 
Achitophel, and others, in which his feet wereasa 
bird in the fnare of the fowler; but he believed the 
net, or {nare, would be broken, and he fhouldefcape, 
as he did. . ici te seat 
¥. 16. Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon 
me, 8c.) Or look unto me, or upon me’; whi 


fuggefts, that the Lord. had turned himféelf, and . 


hid his face from him ; and exprefles a defire, that 
he would Jook upon him witha | f love and 
mercy, and arife to help and deliver him out of the 


4 


hands of his enemies; he pleads no merits nor 


works’ of righteoufnefs of his, but cafts himfelf 


upon the mercy of God. © For Jam defolate and 
afflicted ; or alone and poor ®; not that he was quite 
alone, and had none with him; for though he was - 


‘obliga 
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obliged to quit his palace, and the city of ery/a- 
lem, yet he was accompanied by his fervants, and 
a large number of his people; and could not be 
ale in a literal fenfe, being king of Jfrael; yet 
e put no truft in men, nor in riches, but wholly 
depended on the Lord, as if he had none with him, 
nor any thing to fubfiit with : and his cafe was in- 
deed very deplorable, and called for pity and affift- 
‘ance; ‘his own fon was rifen up againft him, and 
the hearts of the-men of J/rae/ went after him; and 
he was obliged to flee from the city, and leave his 
houfe and family. 
¥. 17. The troubles of my heart are enlarged, &c.] 
His enemies being increafed, which troubled him ; 
the floods of ungodly men made him afraid; the 
waters of affliction were come into his foul, and 
fpread themfelves, and threatened ta overwhelm 
him: or it may be rendered, as by fame, ¢roudles 
have enlarged my beart*®, made him wiler, increaf- 
ed his knowledge and experience ; fee P/a/, exix. 
67, 71. but the former feems better to agree with 
what follows. O bring thou me out of my diftreffes; 
or frraits'; for the enlargement of his troubles was 
the ftraitning of his heart ; and therefore he applies 
to the Lord to bring him out af his afflicted cir- 
cumftances, in whigh he was penned up,-as in 4 
{trait place, on every fide, and which. were fuch 
that he could not free himfelf from; but he knew 
that God could deliver him. 
¥.18. Look upon mine affliction and my pain, 
&c.| The affiiétion, was the rebellion of his fub- 
jects againft him, at the head of which was his 
own fon ; and the pain, was the uneafinefs ef mind 
it gave him; or the /adour*, as the word may be 
rendered; the toil and fatigue of hody he was ex- 
ercifed with, he flying from place to place; and 
he defires that God would Jock upon all this with 
an eye of pity and compaffion to him, and arife ta 
his help and deliverance ; as he looked upon the 
affliction of the children of J/rael in Egypt, and de- 
livered them, Hwod. itis 7,8. Deut. xxvi. 7, | And 
forgive all my fins, or lift up, bear, or takeaway’, 
as the word fignifjes: fins are burdens, and. they 
lay heavy at this time on David’s confcience, be- 
ing brought to mind, by the affliction he laboured 
under, -not only: his fin with Bath/Lebab, but. all 
others; and thefe were on him as a heavy burden, toa 
heavy to bear; wherefore he intreats that the Lord 
would lift them off, and take them away from him, 
by the frefh difcoveries.of pardoning grace to him, 
The fins of God’s people are removed from 
them to Chrift, by his Father, on whom, they have 
been laid by his act. of imputation ; and he has 
bore them, and all the punifhment due unto 
them, and has taken them away, and madean end 
of them; and through the application of his-blood, 
righteoufnefs, and facrifice, they are caufed to pafs 
from the confciences of the faints, and are removed 


as far from them as the eaft is from the weft; and: 


this is what the pfalmift here defires, and this he 
requefts with refpect to all his fins ; well knowing, 
that if one was left upon him, it would be an in- 
fupportable burden.to him,, | 

¥. 19+ Confider mine enemies, &c.| Or look™ upon 
them ; but with another kind of look ; fo.as he look- 
ed through the pillar of fire upon the Egyptians, and 
troubled them, Exod. xiv. 24. witha look of wrath 


and vengeance, The arguments he ufes are taken 
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both from the quantity and quality of:his enemies, 
their number and their natyye. For they are many; the 
hearts of the people of J/rael, in general, being after 
Abfalom, 2 Sam.%N. 12,13, and fa the fpiritua] ene- 
mies.of the Lord’s people are many ; their fins and 
corruptions, Satan, and his principalities and pow- 
ers, and the men ofthis world. And they bate me 
with gruel hatred; like that of Simeon and Levi, 
Gen. xlix. 7. their hatred broke out ina cruel man- 
ner, in acts of force and cruelty; and’ it was the 
more ¢ruel, inafmuch as it was without caufe : and 
fuch is the hatred of Satan and his emiffaries againft 
the faithful followers of Chrift; who breathe out 
cruelty, thirft after their blood, and make them- 
felves drunk with it; even their tender mercies are 
cruel, and much more their hatred. HON 

y. 20. O keep my foul, &c.} Or life", which 
was in danger, his enemies feeking for it, where- 
fore he applies to God that gave jt, and who had 
hitherta held him in it, to preferve it, God is the 
keeper of his peaple in a fpiritual fenfe; they can- 
not keep themfelves from fin, Satan, and the world ; 
but he is able to keep them from falling, and there- 
fore they pray to him that he would keep them, and 
they have reafon to believe they fhall be kept by 
his power, through faith unto falvation. And deg 
liver me, as out of the hands of his prefent ene- 
mies ; fo from all evil, fram the evils of the world; 
from the evil one, Satan, from the evil of fin, and 
out of all affliction and troubles. Let me not be a- 


foamed ; for I put my truft in thee ; fee the note on 


if Me 3 

¥. 21, Let inlegrity and uprightue/s preferve me, 
8c,| Meaning either his own, as in Pfal, vii. 8. 
and xxvi. 1, and then the fenfe is, either that Gad 
would:preferve him, feeing he had aéted the faith- 
ful and upright part in the government of the people 
of I/rael, and they had rebelled againft him without 
acaufe; fee Pfal. |xxviii. 72. or that thofe might 
be continued with him, that he might not be-led 
afide ‘by the corruptions of his heart, and the temp- 
tations of Satan, and by the provocations of his re- 
bellious fubjects, to acta part difagreeable to his cha- 
racter; a8 aman of integrity and yprightnefs; but 
that thefe remaining with him, might be a means 
of keeping him in the waysof God, ‘Prov. xiii. 6. 
or elfe the integrity and uprightnefs of God are de- 
figned, which are no other than his goodnefs and — 
grace to his people, and his faithfulnefs in his co- 
venant, and promifes, or his Joving-kindnefs anc 
his truth; fee P/a/. xl, 11, for I svait on thee; 
in the ufe of means for deliverance and fafety 5 the 
Targum is, for I trusf in thy word. sb 


‘ 9. 22, Redeem Ifrael, Q God, out of all big 
troubles.) David was not only concerned for hime 
‘felf, but forthe whole nation of J/rael, which was 


involved in trouble through this unnatural rebel- 
lion of ‘his. fon, and many of his fubjeéts; and 
no doubt he may. haye a further view to the re-- 
demption of the church of God, the fpiritual Hrael, 
by the Meffiah; and his-fenfe may be, that Go 

would fend the promifed Redeemer and Saviour, | 
to redeem his people from all their iniquities ; from 
the law, its curfes and condemnation; to ranfom 
them.out of the hands of Satan, that is ftronger 
than they 5 and to deliver them from all their ene- 
mies, and from death itfelf, the laft enemy, which 
will put an end to all their troybles, J/a, xxxv. 10, 
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. PSALM. XXVI 
A pfalm of David. } 


HE occafion of this pfalm feems to be, the 

quarrel between Saul and David, the former 
liftening to calamnies and reproaches caft upon the 
latter, and perfecuting him in a violent manner. 
The argument of it is the fame, i in a great meafure, 
with the feventh pfalm, and is an appeal made to 
God, the Judge of the whole earth, by the pfalm- 
ift, for his innocence and integrity; Teodoret 
thinks it was written by David when he fled from 
Saul. * 


¥. 1. Fudge me, O Lord, &c.] Meaning, not 
that God would enter into judgment with him, 
in refpect to the juftification of his perfon in his 
fight, which he knew was not by his own righte- 
oufnefs and integrity, but by the righteoufnefs of 
God; but his view is, to the juftification of his 
caufe before men; and particularly to the difference 
between Savi and him; and intreats that God 
would interpofe, take his caufe in hand, judge be- 
tween them, and vindicate him. Fer [have walk- 
ed in mine integrity; or perfection’; not that he 
thought himfelf free from fin; this would be con 
trary to the complaints, confeffions and petitions 
frequently made by him; but that in the affair 
with which he was accufed, of feeking Sau/’s hurt, 
1 Sam. xxiv. g. he was quite innocent : by his in- 
tegrity he means, the purity of his intentions and 
defigns; the uprightnefs of his conduct, the fim- 
plicity and fincerity of his converfation towards all 
men, and efpecially his fidelity to his prince; but 
though he knew nothing by himfelf, and. could not 
charge himfelf with any wrong action in this: re- 
fpect, and therefore ought to be acquitted before 
men; yet he did not expect hereby to be juftified in 
the fight of God. J have trufted alfo in the Lord ; 
not inhimfelf, in the fincerity of his heart, and the 
uprightnefs of his life; nor did he truft to the good- 
nefs of his caufe; but he committed it to the Lord, 
who judgeth righteoully ; ; and trufted in him, that 
he fhould not be afhamed and confounded: this 
fhews from whence his integrity fprung, even from. 
faith unfeigned ; for where that is true and genuine, 
there are works of righteoufnefs, and integrity of 
life. Therefore J /hall not fide’; thefe words may 
be connected with the former, thus; J have trufted 
alfoin the Lord, that I fhall not lide”, that:is, thall 
not fail in judgment, or lofe the caufe; but fhall 


ftand and carry it, and not be confounded or con-’ 


demned. Our verfion fupplies the word therefore, 
making thefe words to be an inference from the 
former, that becaufe he trufted in the Lord, there- 
fore he fhould not flide, flip and fall; 
true. believers may not only have their fect well 
nigh flipt, but altogether 5 yea fall, and that fome- 
times into great fins, to the breaking of their 
bones; but then they fhall not ‘totally and finally 
fall , for they ftand by faith, and are kept through 
it by the power of God. The words may be con- 
fidered as a prayer, Let me not flide*;. being fen- 
fible of his own weaknefs, and of the neceflity of 
being upheld in his uprightnefs, and in the ways of 
the Lord by him, that his Seni might not flip ; 


© IPS in perfedtione mea, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus ; fo the Targum, Ainfworth, 
9 Ne nutare me patiaris, Gejerus.’ 
* IMDM ambulavi indefinenter & fedulo, Gejerus; fo Junius & T 
t NW 9 COPY com hominibus vanitatis, Gejerus, Michaelis, , 


vacillaturam, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, 
Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, &c. 
Kus, Pifcator, 


not but that: 


for though he walked in his uprightnefs, te was 
not felf-{ufficient, and felf-confident, but dependent 
on the Lord. 

y. 2. Examine me, O Lord, &c.] His caufe, 
his integrity, and truft in the Lord, as filver and 
gold are examined by the touchttone, the word of 
God, which is the ftandard of faith and practice. 
And prove me; or tempt me‘; as Abrabam was 
tempted by the Lord; and his faith in him, and 
fear of him, and love to him, were proved to be 
true and genuine. Try my reins and my beart; the 
thoughts, defires, and affections of it, as gold and 
filver are tried in the furnace; and fo God fome- 
times tries the faith and patience of his people by 
afflictive providences; and this examination, pro- 
bation, and trial, are made by him, not for his 
own fake, who knows the hearts and ways of all 
men; but for the fake of others, to make known, 
either to themfelves or others, the truth of grace 
that is in them, and the uprightnefs of their hearts 


}and ways; and it was on this account the pfalmift 
defired to pafs under fuch an examination. 


¥. 3. For thy loving-kindne/s is before mine eyes, 


+ 


&c.|. The fpecial loving-kindnefs of God, fhewn ~ 


in the choice of him in Chrift, in the provifion of a 
Saviour for him, and in the effectual vocation of 
him; which loving-kindnefs is unmerited, free, 
and fovereign, is from everlafting and to everlaftings 
it is better than life, excellent beyond expreffion, 
and marvelous: and this may be faid to be defore 
his eyes; becaufe it was now in fight; he had a 
comfortable view of intereft in it, and was perfuad- 
ed nothing fhould feparate him from it ; it was 
upon his heart, fhed abroad in it, and he was af- 
fected with it; it was in his mind, and in his 
thoughts, and they were employed about it; he 
had it in remembrance, and was comfortably ré- 
frefhed with it: and this he mentions as the reafon 
of his laying his caufe before the Lord, as the 
ground of his truft in him, and why he defired to 
be examined, proved, and tried by him. And I 
have walked in thy truth; by faith in Chrift, who 
is the truth of all promifes, prophecies, types, and 
figures ; in the ‘word of truth, by abiding by it, 
and walking according to it ; and in the truth of 
worfhip, in “all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord; and to walk herein, he ufed himfelf 
to, and was conftant in, a8 the word * fighifies : 


and nothing more: engages to walk on in Chrift, 


as he has been received, and to walk as becomes 
his gofpel,'‘and in all holy converfation and godli- 
nefs, than-the love of God manifefted to’ “he al 
this being fet continually before our ocd encou- 
rages faith and: hope,: and influences 3 ah Tar 
and chearful obedience to the will of God. 

¥.4. I have not fat with vain perfons, &c.] 


Or men of vanity’; who are full of it who. 


are addiéted to the vanities’ of the world who 


purfue the riches, honours, | pleafures, nd ° 
fits of it; which is no other than wa’ Si 


a vain fhew: whofe thoughts, words, © 
are vain ; who are vainly puffed ‘up in yet Reth 
ly mind, and walk in the vaniey of it 5 Whe, - 
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the name of God in vain, and whofe common dif- 


courfe is foolifh, frothy, light, and empty; and 


who are men of a vain converfation, and are rath, 


imprudent, and deceitful: men of bad principles 
may very well go by this name, who are vain and 


unruly talkers, and whofe doétrines are- doc- 
trines of vanity, and no other than vain bab- 
bling ; and alfo men guilty of idolatrous prac- 
tices, who obferve lying vanities, and worthip 
them, and lift up their fouls unto them ; with fuca 
vain men, in any of thefe fenfes, the pfalmift would 
have nothing to do; he would not keep company 


with them, nor have any communion, confultation, 


and converfation with them ; it may be, he may 


have fome refpect to the men that were about Sau/, 


to whom fuch a character agreed; or he may fay 


this, and what follows, to remove a calumny caft 


upon him and his friends; as if they that were with 
him were fuch men as here defcribed, and in the 
next verfe. Neither will I go in with diffemblers ; 
or bidden or unknown perfons “*, who lie in private 
lurking-places, to murder the innocent, or fecret- 


jy take away the good names and characters of 


men, and it is not known who they are; or who 
commit fin fecretly ; go into fecret places to do 
their works in the dark, and hide themfelves to do 
evil; as the Targum, Farchi, Kimchi, and Ben 
Melech, interpret it ; who love darknefs rather than 
light, becaufe their deeds are evil; or who cover 
themfelves with lying and flattering words, that it 
is not known what their real intentions be; they 
fpeak one thing, and mean another ; are an af- 
fembly of treacherous men: fuch are all deceit- 
ful workers, who lie in wait to deceive, and walk 
in craftinefs; and hypocrites, who have the form 
of religion, but are ftrangers to the power of it; and 
who are to be turned away from, and avoided; the 
houfes, affemblies, cabals, and company of fuch, 
are to be fhunned; fee Gen. xlix. 6. Fer. ix. 2. 
or fuch as are figned or marked ; that is, infamous 
perfons ”. 

y. 5. I have bated the congregation of evil-doers, 
&c.}] That do hurt to the perfons, characters or 
properties of men; and who meet together in bo- 
dies, to confult and form fchemes to do mifchief, 
and have their affemblies to encourage each other 
in it ; thefe,their works and actions the pfalmift hat- 
ed, though not their perfons ; and fhewed his dif- 
plicency at them, and diflike and difapprobation of 
them, by abfenting from them; fee Fer. xv. 
17. And will not fit with the wicked, ungod- 
ly and unrighteous men, fons of Belial ; for 
with fuch, what fellowfhip and concord can there 
be? 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. the word * fignifies reftlefs 
and unquiet perfons, who cannot reft unlefs they 
do mifchief; are like the troubled fea, continually 
cafting up mire and dirt, Ja. lvii, 20, 21. now, 
by all this, the pfalmift means not, that good men 
fhould have no manner of converfation with the 
men of the world: for then, as the apoftle fays, 
we muft needs go out of the world, 1 Cor. v. 9, 10. 
Converfation in civil things, in matters of trade 
and bufinefs, is lawful; though all unneceffary 
converfation in things of civil life is to be fhunned ; 
no more fhould be had, than what natural relation, 
and the bufinefs of life require; but all converfa- 
tion in things criminal is to be avoided; company 


. 
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is not to be kept with them, fo as tojoin them in 
any thing finful; this is to harden them in their 
evil ways, and it brings into danger and into dif- 
grace: a man is known, and is judged of by the 
company that he keeps; and evil communications 
corrupt good manners. 

¥.6. I will wafo my hands in innocency, 8c.]} 
The Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, among inno- 
cent perfons; men ofa holy, harmlefs life and con- 
verfation; with thefe he determined to converfe in 
common, and not with fuch as before defcribed ; 
or the fenfe is, that he would wafh his hands, in 
token of his innocence, integrity, and uprightnefs 
he had before fpoke of, and of his having nothing 
to do with fuch evil men as now mentioned ; fee 
Deut. xxi. 6, 7. Mattb, xxvii. 24. bands are the 
inftrument of action, and to wa/h them may defign 
the performance of good works, Fob ix 30. and to 
do this-2m innocency, or purity, may fignify the per- 
formance of them from a pure heart, a good con- 
{cience, and faith unfeigned ; and particularly may 
have fome refpect to the lifting up of holy hands in 
prayer to God, previous to public worfhip ; there 
feems to be an allufion to the priefts wafhing their 
hands before they offered facrifice, Exod, xxx. 19, 
20, 21. So will I compafs thine altar, O Lord; 
frequent the houfe of God, where the altar was, 
and conftantly attend the worfhip and ordinances 
of God ; the work of the altar being put for the 
whole of divine fervice; the altar of burnt-offering 
is here meant, which was a type of Chrift; fee 
Heb. xiii. 10. reference is had to the priefts at the 
altar, who ufed to go round it, when they laid the 
facrifice on the altar, and bound it to the horns of 
it, at the four corners, and there fprinkled, and 
poured out the blood; compare P/a/. xliii. 4. in 
order to which they wafhed their hands, as before ; 
and in after-times it was ufual with the heathens” 


to wath their hands before divine fervice. 


¥.7. That I may publifh with the voice of thanks- 


giving, &c.} Or caufe to hear with the voice of 


confefion*: the meaning is, that the view of the 
pfalmift in compaffing the altar of God in the man- 
ner he propofed, was not to offer upon it any flain 
beaft ; but to offer the facrifices of praife upon that 
altar, which fanétifies the gift, and from whence 
they come with acceptance to God ; even for all 
mercies, both temporal and fpiritual, and that with 
a confeffion and acknowledgment of fin, and un- 
worthinefs ; all this is agreeable to the will of God ; 
it is well-pleafing in his fight, what glorifies him, 
and is but our reafonable fervice. And tell of all 
thy wondrous works ; of creation and providence 5 
and efpecially of grace and redemption ; this is the 
bufinefs of faints in God’s houfe below, and will 
be their employment in heaven to all eternity. Zar- 
chi on the place fays, that this fong of praife has in 
it what relates to future times, to Gag, to the days 
of the Meffiah, and to the world to come. 

y. 8. Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy 
houfe, &c.] Meaning the tabernacle, for as 
yet the temple was not built; which was an ha- 
bitation for the faints, where they chofe to dwell, 
and reckoned it their happinefs, and was the habi- 
tation of the Lord himfelf: the fanctuary was built 
for that purpofe ; and between the cherubim, over 
the mercy-feat, he took up his refidence ; hence it 

follows, 


* Vide Scultens de def. 
y —— pura 


cum velte venito, & manibus puris fumite fontis aquam, nunc lavabo ut rem divinam faciam, Tibull. 1. 2. eleg. 1. Plautus in Aul. 


lular. aft. 3. fc. 6. vide Homer. Odyff, 12. v. 336 337: 
Gejerus, Michaelis; fo Ainfworth. 


Vou. Ill, N° 1g. 


2 MTIFV ‘713 voce confeffionis, Montanus, Cocceius, 


2N 


598 


PSALMS. 


Ph xxvi¥:9-—12. 


follows; © Aad the place where thine honour dwelleth 5 death is Often expteffed by a man’s being gathered 


6r glory*: when the tabernacle was fet up, the glo- 
ry of the Lord filled it, as it did the temple, when 
it was dedicated, Exod. xl. 34, 35. The pfalmift 
expreffés his love to this place, in oppofition to the 
congregation of evil-doers, which he hated, ¥. 5: 
and to remove a calumny from him, that being a- 
iniong the Pdiliftines, and at a diftance from the 
houfe of God, his affections were alienated from it; 
Whereas it was his greateft concern that he was de- 
barred the privileges of it; fee Pad. xlii. 1, 2. and 
Ixiii. 1. 1 Sam. xxyi. 19: befides, he had fhewed 
his great régard to it by his conftant attendance be- 
fore his éxile, as he did after it; Pfa/. xlii. 3. and 
Iv. 14. and it was out of pure love to the worfhip 
of God, and with real pleafure and delight, that 
he did attend; and not thtough cuftom, and in 
mere form; P/al. cxxii. 1. and Ixxxiv. 1; 2, ro. 
The Lord’s houfe is loved by his people, becaufe of 
his word and ordinances, which are miniftred there, 
and becaufe of his prefence in it: or elfe what 
was typified by the tabernacle is here defigned ; ei- 
ther the tabernacle of Chrift’s human nature, call- 
ed the true tabernacle, Hed. viii. 2. in°Which the 
fulnefs of the Godhead dwells; which the Son of 
God, the brightnefs of his Father’s glory, inhabits; 
and in the redemption and falvation wrought out 
in it, the glory of all the divine attributes is dif- 
played; and Chrift incarnate is the mercy-feat from 
which God communes with his people, and is their 
way of accefs unto him, and whereby they have 
fellowfhip with him; and who is loved by the 
faints fincerely, above all creatures and things, ‘and 
inthe moft ardent and affectionate manner: or hea- 
ven itfelf, of which the tabernacle was a figure, 
Heb. ix. 24. which is the habitation of the holinefs 
and glory of God, and in which are many man- 
fions or dwelling-places for his people ; and is the 
continuing city they feek, the heavenly and better 
country they are defirous of, and where their hearts 
and affeétions are ; becaufe there their God, their 


Saviour, and their treafure be; which fenfe feems 


to be confirmed by what follows. 

¥. 9. Gather not my foul with finners, &c.] Pro- 
fligate and abandoned ones, fuch as are notoriouf- 
ly profane, and who live and die impenitent ones; 
otherwife all men are finners: the fenfe is either, 
that he defires that he might not, by any means, 
be brought into the company of fuch /perfons, be 
joined unto them, and have a converfation with 
them, which would be uncomfortable, difhonour- 
able and dangerous; or that God would not-de- 
ftroy him with them, and punifh him as he did 
them and that he might not die the death of the 
wicked, nor be gathered with them at death: 
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to his people, and to his fathers ; fee 2 Kings xxii. 20. 


the body is gathered to the grave, the foul returns 
to God that gave it, and has its place affigned by . 
him the fouls of the righteous are gathered into 
heaven, Chrift’s garner; the fouls of the wicked 
into hell; the pialmift deprecates being gathered 
with them. Nor my life with bloody men ; that thirft 
after blood, lie in wait for it, fhed it, and are drunk 
with it, as‘ the antichriftian party; thefe God ab- 
hors and detefts ; nor fhall they live out half their 
days, and their end is miferable. 

¥. 10. In whofe hands is. mifchief, &e.J Every 
abominable wickednefs ; as idolatry, adultery, 
murder, &c. the word fignifies, and is fometimes 
ufed for mifchief conceived in the mind, artificial- 
ly devifed and contrived there ; here mifchief com- 
mitted, the hand being the inftrament of action, 
and intends . whatever is prejudicial to the perfon, 
character, and properties of men. Aad their right- 
band is full of bribes ; whereby the eyes of judges 
are blinded, the words of the righteous perverted, 
mens perfons refpected, and judgment wrelted, 
Dent. xvi. 19. ¥ 

y. 11. But as for me, I will walk in mine inte- 
grity, &c.] In which he had hitherto walked, 
y. 1. OF it may exprefs his faith, that after he was 
gathered by death, he fhould walk in uprightnefs 
and righteoufnefs, in purity and perfection, with 
Chrift in white, and behold the face of God in 
righteoufnefs; fee J/a. lvii. 1, 2.° Redeem me; 
from the vain converfation of the wicked, from all 
troubles, and out of the hands of all enemies. 4nd 
be merciful unto me, who was now in diftrefs; be- 
ing perfecuted by Sawl, and at adiftance from ‘the 
houfe of God: this fhews, that mercy is the fourcé 
and {pring of redemption, both temporal and fpi- 
ritual ; and that the pfalmift did not truft in, and 
depend upon his ‘prefent upright walk and cenver- 
fation, ‘but in redemption by Chrift, and upon thé 
mercy of God in Chrift. i 

y. 12. My foot fiandeth in an even place, 86c.] 
Or in a plain’, in a {ure place; on Chrift the fure 
foundation, and who is the plain way and path to 
eternal life; fee Pfal. xxvii. 11. or in the ways and 
worfhip of God, prefcribed by his word; and fo 
denotes ftedfaftnefs and continuance in them. Fa 
the congregations will I blefs the Lord ; in the aflem+ 
blies of the faints, in the churches of Chrift be- 
low, and in the great congregation above, in the 
general affembly and church of the firft-born ; 
where it is the work of faints now, and will be 
hereafter, to praife the Lord, for all his mercies 
temporal and {piritual. 


a 
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4 pfalm of David. 


HE Septuagint interpreters add to this title, 

f before he was anointed. David was anointed 
three times, firft when a youth in his father’s houfe; 
but this pfalm could not be written before that 
time, becaufe he had not had then:any experience 
of war, nor could be in any immediate apprehen- 
fion of it, as here fuggefted; he was anointed a fe- 
cond time, after the death of Saul at Hebron, by 
the men of Judah ; before that time indeed he had 


been-haraffed by Sau/, and diftreffed by the Amale- 


‘kites, and ‘was driven from the public wothhip of 


God, to which he has a refpect, ¥. 4. and he was 
a third time anointed by the elders of Zrael, ki 
over all J/rael ; and between the death of Sai’ 
this unétion, there was a war between the houfe of 


, David and the houfe of Sau/; but-what is referred 


to is not certain, nor is it of moment, fince thefe 
words are neither in the Hebrew text, nor in the 
Chaldee 


* 71195 gloria tua, Mufculus, Pifcator ; tabernaculam gloriz tue, Junius & Tremellius, Cocceius, Gejerus ; fo Aintworth. ‘ 
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Chaldee paraphrafe. Theodoret is of opinion this 
pfalm was written by David when he fled from Sau/, 
and came.to Abimelech the prieft. 


y. 1. The Lord is my light and my falvation; 
whom fhall I fear? &c.) The Targum in the king 
of Spain’s Bible explains it, the Word of the Lord 1s 
my light; and fo Ainfworth cites it; that is, Chrift 
the eternal Word, in whom was life, and that life was 
the light of men, John i. 4. and the pfalmift is not 
to be underftood of the light of nature and reafon, 
with which the Lagos, or Word, enlightens every 
man that comes into the world; nor merely in a 
temporal fenfe, of giving him the light of profpe- 
rity, and delivering him from the darknefs of ad- 
verfity ; but of the light of grace communicated to 
him by him who is the fun of righteoufnefs, and 
the light’ of the world; and by whom fuch who 
are darknefs itfelf, whilft in an unregenerate ftate, 
aré made light, and fee light: all the light which 
is given to men at firft converfion is from Chrift; 
and all the after-communications and increafe of it 
are from him ; as well as all that fpiritual joy, peace 
and comfort they partake of, which light fometimes 
fignifies, Pfalm xcvii. 11. and which the pfalmift 
now had an experience of; enjoying the light of 
God’s countenance, and having difcoveries of his 
Jove, which made him fearlefs of danger and ene- 
mies: and. fuch who are made light in the Lord, 
have no reafon to be afraid of the prince of dark- 
nefs ; nor of the rulers of the darknefs of this world; 
‘nor of all the darknefs, diftrefs and perfecutions they 
are the authors of; nor of the blacknefs of darknefs 
referved for ungodly men; for their light is an 
everlafting one, and they are made meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance with the faints in light : | 
and the more light they have, the lefs fear ; and. 
what made the pfalmift {till more fearlefs, was that 
Chrift was his /alvation by the light which the 
ord was to him, he faw his need of falvation, he 
knew that his own righteoufnefs would not fave 
him ; he was made acquainted with the defign and 
appointment of the Lord, that Chrift fhould’be fal- 
vation to the ends of the earth ; he had knowledge 
of the covenant of grace, and faith in it, which was | 
all his falvation, 2 Sam. xxiii, 5. Salvation was re- 
vealed to the Old Teftament-faints, in the promi- 
fes, facrifices, types and figures of that difpenfation; 
and they looked through them to him for it, and 
were faved by him, as New Teftament-believers 
are ; and they had faith of intereft in Chrift, and 
knew him to be their Saviour and Redeemer, as 
did ‘fob, and here the pfalmift David: and fuch 
who know Chrift to be their falvation need not be 
afraid of any perfon or thing; not of fin, for tho’ 
they fear, and fhould fear to commit it, they need 
not fear the damning power of it, for they are faved 
from it; nor of Satan, out of whofe hands they 
are ranfomed; nor of the world, which is overcome 
by Chrift ; nor of the laft enemy, death, which is 
abolifhed by him ; nor of hell, and wrath to come, 
for he has delivered them from it. The Lord is the 
Strength of my life; of whom foall I be afraid? 
meaning not of his natural life, though he was the 
God of his life, who had given it to him, and had 
preferved it, and upheld his foul in it ; but of his 
{piritual life: Chrift is the author of fpiritual life, 
he implants the principle of it in the hearts of his 
people, yea he himfelf is that life; he lives in them, 
and is the fupport of their life ; he is the tree of 
life, and the bread of life, by which it is maintain- 
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ed; and he is the fecurity of it, it is bound up in 
the bundle of life with him, it is hid with Chrift 
in God ; and becaufe he lives, they live alfo; and 
he gives unto them eternal life, fo that they have 
no reafon to be afraid that they fhall come fhort of 
heaven and happinefs; nor need they fear them 
that kill the body and can do no more; nor any 
enemy whatever, who cannot reach their fpiritual 
life, nor hurt that, nor hinder them of the enjoy- 
ment of eternal life. 

¥. 2. When the wicked, even mine enemies and my 
foes, came upon me, &c.) They are wicked men, 
men of malignant fpirits, and evil-doers, who are 
the enemies and foes of the people of God, and 
who hate them with an implacable hatred, and do 
every thing they can to diftrefs and affi& them ; 
and fuch enemies David had; who were many and 
mighty; and thefe came upon him, or approached 
apainft him‘, they drew near to him to make war 
with him, as the word fignifies*; they attacked him . 
in an hoftile manner; and their view was, as He 
fays, to eat up my fle/h, as they eat bread, P/alm 
xiv. 4. to devour him at once, to make but one 
morfel of ltim, to deftroy his life, to ftrip him of 
his fubftance, to take away his wives and children; 
as the dmalekites at Ziklag, 1 Sam. xxx. 1—6. 
They stumbled and fell; the Lord put ftumbling 
blocks in their way, and retarded their march, and 
hindered them from executing their defigns ; and 
they fell into the hands of David, and were fub- 
dued under him, or fell by death; and thefe paft 
inftances of divine goodnefs the pfalmitft calls to 
mind, to keep up his heart and courage, and ani- 
mate and ftrengthen him againtft the fears of men, 
of death and hell. . 

¥. 3. Thongh an hoft foould encamp againft me, 
&c.] An hoft of the ungodly, as the Targum ; 
though ever fo many of them, even ten thoufands 
of them, as in P/al. iii. 6. fhould befet him on 
evety fide. My heart fhall not fear ; for not only 
the angels of the Lord encamped about him, as 
they do about all that fear the Lord; but falvation 
was appointed for walls and bulwarks about him ; 
yea the Lord himfelf was a wall of fire around him, 
and he was kept a8 in a garrifon by the power of 
God. Though war should rife againft me; in all its 
terrible fhapes: in this will I be confident ; either in 
this war, in the midft of it; or inthis that he had 
expreffed, y. 1. that the Lord was his light, his 
falvation, and the ftrength of his life ; fothe Jewith 
writers *: or as others ‘, in this one thing, defired in 
the next verfe ; but either of the former fenfes is 
beft, efpecially the latter of them. Saints need not 
be afraid, though there is a war within them be- 
tween the flefh and fpirit ; and though without are 
fightings with Satan and his principalities and 
powers; fince they may be confident of vidtory, 
and that they are more than conquerors, through 
Chrift that has loved them. 

y. 4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, &c.] 
Not to be returned to Sau/’s court ; norto.his own 
houfe and family ; nor to have an affluence of 
worldly riches and honours ; but to have conftant 


_abode in the houfe of the Lord; an opportunity 


of attending continually on the publick worfhip 
of God ; which is excufed and neglected by many, 
and is a wearinefs to others, but was by the 
pfalmift preferred to every thing elfe; he being 


now deprived of it, as it feems. That will I feck 


after; by iriceffant prayer, until obtained; impor- 


‘tunity and perféverance in prayer are the way to 


fucceed, 
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fucceed, as appears from the parable of the widow 
and unjuft judge. That I may dwell in the houfe 
of the Lord all the days of my life; not in heaven, 
Chrift’s Father’s houfe, where he dwells, and where. 
the faints will dwell to all eternity ; though to be 
clothed upon with the houfe from heaven is very 
defirable ; rather, in the church of the living God, 
which is the houfe of God, and pillar of truth, 
where true believers in Chrift have a place and a 
name, and are pillars that will never go out; but 
here the place of divine worfhip feems to be 
meant, where the Lord granted his prefence, and 
where to dwell, the pfalmift counted the greateft 
happinefs on earth; he envied the very {parrows 
and fwallows, that built their nefts on the altars in 
it ; and reckoned a day in it better thana thou- 
fand elfewhere; and to have the privilege of at- 
tending all opportunities in it, as long as_he lived,’ 
is the fingular requeft he here makes : the ends he 
had in view follow. Zo bebold the beauty of the 
Lord, or the delight and pleafantne/s of the Lord * ; 
to fee the priefts in their robes, and doing their 
office, as typical of Chrift the great high prieft ; 
and the Levites and fingers performing their work 
in melodious ftrains, prefiguring the churches in 
gofpel-times, finging to the Lord with grace in 
their hearts, and the four and twenty elders, and 
one hundred and forty-four thoufand, with the 
Lamb on Mount Zion, finging the fong of re- 
deeming love; and all the tribes and people of 
Jfrael, affembled together to worfhip God, repre- 
fenting the church of Chrift asa perfection of beau- 
ty, having the beauty of the Lord upon her, 
and made perfeétly comely through his comelinefs ; 
as it is a moft delightful fight, to fee a company of 
faints attending gofpel-worfhip, meeting together 
to fing, and pray, and hear the word, and wait 
upon the Lord in all his appointments ; to fee them 
walking in the faith and fellowfhip of the gofpel, 
and according to the order of it; this is next to 
the defireable fight of the bride, the Lamb’s wife, 
in the new Feru/falem-ftate, having the glory of 
God upon her: moreover it was a pleafant fight 
to a believer in thofe times, to behold the facrifices 
of flain beafts, which were figures of the better 
facrifice of Chrift, the Lamb flain from the founda- 
tion of the world ; to which may beadded other things 
that were to be feen by priefts; as the ark of the 
Lord, which had the two tables in it, typical of 
Chrift, the fulfilling end of the law for righteouf- 
nefs ; and the table of fhew-bread, which pointed 
out Chrift the bread of life, and his perpetual in- 
terceffion for his people; and the golden-candle- 
ftick, a type of the church, holding forth the word 
of life to others ; with many other things, which, 
with an eye of faith, the faints of thofe times could 
look upon with delight and pleafure : alfo the pre- 
fence of the Lord may be intended by his beauty, 
than which nothing is more defirable to the peo- 
ple of God, even to behold his f{miling countenance, 
to fee his face, and enjoy his favour, and to have 
fellowfhip with him, and with one another; and 
~ particularly the beauty and glory of the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift may be defigned, reprefented by the 
Shekinah, or glory, which filled both the tabernacle 
and the temple ; who being the brightnefs of his 
Father’s glory, and fairer than the children of men, 
and altogether lovely and full of grace, is a very 
defirable object to be beheld by faith. And to 
enquire in bis temple ; to feek the face of the Lord, 
to confult him in matters of difficulty and mo- 
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ment; to fearch after the knowledge of divine 
things, and to afk for bleffings of grace, for which — 
he will be inquired of by his people, to beftow 
them on them. at 
¥. 5. For in the time of trouble be fall bide me in 
his pavilion, &c.} This, with what follows, is 
given as a reafon, why the pfalmift defired to dwell 
in the houfe of the Lord ; becaufe he confidered 
it as a pavilionor booth, as the word " fignifies, 
in which he fhould be hid by the Lord, in 
times of trouble and diftrefs, either through the 
heat of perfecution, or of inward anxiety of mind, 
caufed by the working of a fiery law; the al- 
lufion being, as fome think, to the fhepherd’s 
tent or booth, into which he fometimes takes a ~ 
poor fheep, and protects it from the fcorching 
heat of the fun at noon: and of fuch ufe is the 
tabernacle of the Lord ; fee J/ai. iv. 6. In the 
fecret of bis tabernacle fhall he bide mes alluding 
either to the tents of generals of armies, who 
receive into them thofe whom they would protect 
from the infults and injuries of others; or ra- 
ther, to the moft holy place in the tabernacle, 
called the fecret place, Ezek. vil. 22. typical of 
Chrift, the hiding-place of his people, in whom 
their life is hid, and where it is fafe and fecure. 
He fhall fet me up upon a rock; where he would 
be above and out of the reach of. his enemies; 
meaning Chrift, comparable to a rock for its 
height, he being higher than the kings of the 
earth, than the angels in heaven, than the hea- 
vens themfelves, and much more than the fons 
of men; fee Pfal. |xi. 2. and for fhelter and 
fafety, he being a munition of rocks, a ftrong 
tower, a place of defence, and rock of refuge ; and 
for firmnefs, folidity, and ftrength, he being able 
to bear the whole weight of the building of the 
church, and every believer laid upon him; and for 
duration, he being more immoveablethan rocks and 
mountains ; fo that fuch whoare fet up upon him, 
are in the moft fafe and fecure {tate imaginable. 

¥. 6. And now foall mine bead be lifted up, &e. j 
That is, when broughtinto the houfe of the Lord, 
hid in the fecret of his tabernacle, and fet upon the 
rock Chrift; by this phrafe he means, either that 
he fhould be then reftored to his former happy and 
comfortable condition, as it is ufed in Gen. x}. 1 a 
or, that he fhould overcome all his enemies, and 
triumph over them, being exalted, as he adds, 
Above mine enemies round about me; fo that not 
only they fhould not be able to come at him, 
but fhould be fubdued under him. 7; herefore will 
I offer in his tabernacle facrifices of joy; attended 
with fhouting and founding of trumpets : in allufion 
to the blowing of trumpets at the time of facrifice, 
Numb. x. 10. Sacrifices of praife and thankfgiving, 
with a joyful heart, for mercies received, offered 
up publickly in the houfe of the Lord, are here 
intended. J will fing, yea I will fing praifes unto 
the Lord; for whom praife waits in Zion, to whom 
it isdue ; he being the Father of mercies, the God 
of all comfort, and the author and giver of all 
bleffings, temporal and fpiritual. 

y. 7. Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice, 
&c.] Which is to be underftood of prayer, and 
that in the time of diftrefs ; and of vocal prayer, as_ 
diftinguifhed from mental prayer; and the phrafe 
denotes the vehemency and intenfenels of it: and’ 
the requeft is, that the Lord would hear it; not 
only as he is omnifcient and omniprefent, and fo 
hears the prayers of all good and bad ; buna 
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not leave his people deftitute-of his: prefence fi- 
nally and totally ; nor to themfelves and the cor- 
ruptions of their hearts, nor to the temptations of 
Satan; nor will he forfake the work of his hands, 
the work of grace upon their hearts ; or fo for- 
fake them) as that they fhall perifh: and that the 
Lord would not leavé nor forfake him in fuch 
fenfe, the pfalmift had reafon to conclude ; fince he 
had been his 4e/p’in ‘times paft, a prefent help in 
time of trouble; and his arm was not fhortened, his 
power was the fame to help as ever, and fo were 
his inclination .and will; {ince he could alfo call 
unto him, and upon him, as follows: O God of my 
Salvation ; the author. both of his temporal, {piri- 
tual, and eternal falvation; and what might henot 
hope for from him ? falvation includes all bleffings, 
both for foul and body, for time and eternity. 

y..10. When my father and my mother forfake 
me, &c.} Which is not to be underftood ftriatly 
and literally of his parents, that were in that near re- 
lation to him'according to the flefh, nor of any 
thing that had paft ; not of his parents leaving 
him to fhift for himfelf, after having brought him 
up; nor of his father being unmindful of. him, 
when Samuel came to anoint one of his fons to be 
king; nor of any flight and neglect of him by 
them when perfecuted by Saw/; nor of their inability 
tohelp him then ; fee 1 Sam.) xxii. 3, 4. but this 
is to be underftood of fomething fuppofed yet to 
come; and it feems beft to interpret it of his neareft 
and: deareft friends, chis. clofeft. adherents, beft 
counfellors, and moft firm allies; that when they 
fhould fail and drop him, his God would not leave 
him » the defign of it is to fet: forth the love and 
care of God, as fuperior to that of the moft af- 
feétionate friends; fee J/ai. xlix. 14, 15, 16. 
Then the Lord will take me up; like a foundling 
in the ftreet, and fuch are called in the Talmudic 
language ; perfons gathered up‘ ; and {fo the words 
may be rendered here, then the Lord will gather 
me*s; into his arms and bofom, and. under. the 
wings of his protection, and at laft to himfelf in 
glory. 

Wy. 11. Leach me thy way, O Lord, &c.] Of 
providence, grace, and duty; fee the note on P/a/, 
xxv. 4. And lead mé in a plain path ; as the path 
of truth is to thofe that underftand and find know- 
ledge; and as the way of holinefs is, even to fuch 
who in other things are fools, but fhall not err 
therein, Prov. vill. 9. J/ai. xxxv, 8. or the path 
of righteoufnefs, in which Chrift, the wifdom of 
God, and fhepherd of his people, leads them, P/a/. 
xxiii. 3. Prov. vii. 20. Becaufe of mine enemies, 
or thofe that obferve me; who eyed him as Saud 
did, 1 Sam, xviii..9. and waited for his halting, 
as ‘feremiah’s familiars did for him ; and lay in wait 
to deceive him, and lead him out of the way, as 
falfe teachers do ; and come upon him at an un- 
/awares, and take every advantage againft him, as 
Satan does, 

y. 12. Deliver me not over unto the will of mine 
enemies, &c.| It is a dreadful thing for a man.to 
be given up to his own heart’s lufts, and to be de- 
livered up into the hands of Satan; who would fain 
have even the people of God themfelves in his 
hands, that he might diftrefs them at pleafure, if 
not deftroy them ; and alfo to be fuffered to fall in- 
to the hands of wicked men, whofe tender mercies 
are cruel. For falfe witneffes are rifen up against 
me laying to his charge, that he fought to take 
away from Sau/ his crown and kingdom, and even 


his life, 1 Sam, xxiv. 9. And fuch as breathe out 
: cruelty ; 
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‘God gracious and merciful, who fometimes very 
quickly hears, and anfwers in a gracious way, and 
fometimes feems to turn a deaf ear, to fhut out the 
prayers of his people, and cover himfelf with a 
cloud, that they fhould not pafs through, or, how- 
ever, defers an an{wer to it fora little while; yet, 
fooner or later, he always fhews himfelf a God 
hearing prayer, Have mercy alfo upon me by de- 
livering him out of his temporal diftreffes, and by 
forgiving his iniquities. ud anfwer me ; by {peak- 
ing a word in feafon; commanding ‘off the afflic- 
tion he Jay under, and by faying to’ him, that his 
fins were forgiven him. 

¥. 8. When thou faidft, Seck ye my faces &c.] 
To feek the face of the Lord, is to attend his 
houfe and ordinances, where he grants. his pre- 

‘fence ; and with this view to enjoy his gracious 
prefence, and the light of his countenance, not 
being content with bare attendance without it; it 
is to feék the Lord himfelf, and communion with 
him through Chrift, the brightnefs of his glory, 
and the angel of his prefence ,; for the right way of 
feeking the Lord isin Chrift, who is the way of 
accefs to him, and of acceptance and fellowfhip 
with him ; and that by prayer and fupplication for 
his fake, and with all the heart and foul ; and this 
the Lord:calls upon his people to do, in his word, 
in his providences, and by his Spirit, moving upon 
their hearts, and inclining them to it, as follows. 
My heart faid unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I 

feck, it is an encouragement to believers to: feek 
the Lord when he calls them to it; for it is acom- 
mand with promife, that they fhall find him, fee 
his face, and enjoy his favour ; and he never fays 
to any, Seek ye my face, in vain; and they always 
find it good for them to draw nigh to him : and as 
it is the beft way of feeking God, when the heart 
is engaged init, foit isa token for good; and it 

Jooks as though the Lord had a mind to manifeft 
himfelf, and grant the favour fought for, when he 
inclines the hearts of his people to pray unto him 
for it; and this the pfalmift makes mention of as 
taking encouragement from it, to hope and believe 
that the Lord would hear and anfwer him, and 
have mercy on him ;_ becaufe he had bid him feek 
his face, and he found his heart ready to do it. 

¥. 9. Hide not thy face far from me, &c.] Yea, 
not at all from him; forthe word far is not in the 
text: this is fometimes the cafe of the beft of 
men, and was of the pfalmift at times, and might 
be now, notwithftanding his ftrong expreffions of 
faith and joy in the preceding veries ; for frames 
are very changeable things ; and this cafe is con- 
fiftent with the everlafting and unchangeable love 

of God to his people; though they are ready to im- 
pute it to wrath and anger, and is what is very 
cutting and grievous to them ; and therefore de- 
precate it as the pfalmift does here, Put not thy fer- 
vant away in angers either caft him not away from 
thy prefence, as being angry with him, though there 
is juft reafon for it; or fatfer him not to go away 
angry, fretting, and murmuring: he makes men- 
tion of his relation to God as a fervant, as he was ; 
not 6nly by creation as aman, and by his office as 
a king, but by efficacious grace as a converted 
man ; and this only as defcriptive of himfelf, and as 
acknowledging his dependence on the Lord, and 
his obligation to him ; but not as a reafon why he 
fhould be regarded by him, for he knew he was 
but an unprofitable fervant. Thou baft been my help, 
leave me not, neither forfake me, which requett, as 
the reft, he might put up in faith; for God will 
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cruelty; as Doeg the Edomite, whofe: tongué 
was as a fharp razor, and by whofe hands 
fourfcore and five priefts were flain, on account 
of David’s being fapplied with bread by bi- 
melech ; the word is inthe fingular number ; fee 
Pfal. hii. 1—4. ‘and 1 Sam, xxii. 18. compare with 
this claufe 4és ix. 1. and Horace’s phrafe, Spirabat 
amores *, u a! 

y. 13. I had fainted, &c.J]_ When falfe witnefi- 
es rofe up-againtt him, and threatened to take away 
his life, and the life ‘of his! friends, in the moft 
barbarous and: cruel: manner: the people of God 
are fubjeét'to faintings, in the prefent ftate of things, 
by reafon of afflictions ; becaufe of the nature, num- 
ber and continuance of them and efpecially when 
they apprehend them to-be in wrath and fore dif- 
pleafure:. and on‘account of their fins, and the cor- 
ruptions of their hearts; fearing left there fhould 
be no pardon for them; or that the true work of 
grace is not in them or that they fhall fall, to the 
difhonour-ef the name of God, and to the reproach 
of his caufe and intereft; or that they fhall perifh 
eternally: likewife, by reafon of Satan’s. tempta- 
tions, which are fometimes fo grievous, that if 
Chrift did not pray for them, their faith would 
fail; and alfo on account of the hidings of God’s 
face, which they cannot bear: they are fometimes 
ready to faint in the way of their duty, in the courfe 
of their profeffion, becaufe of the difficulties and 
difcouragements, reproaches and perfecutions they 
meet with ; and fometimes in the expectation of 
bleffings, and of the fulfilment of promifes, and 
of anfwers of prayer, which have been long defer- 
ed. This claufe is not in the original text, but 
js a fupplement of our tranflators ; and it is gene- 
rally agreed, there is a defeét of expreffion, which 
muft be fupplied in fome way or other: the Jew- 
' ifh interpreters generally refer it to the preceding 
words; one fupplies thus ™, tho/e fal/e witneffes would 
have rofe up againft me, and confumed me , another * 
after this manner, mine enemies had almoft got the 
dominion over me; a third’, I bad almoft perifhed 
at their fayings; and afourth®, and they would 
have deftroyed me. Perhaps it may beas well fup- 
plied from Pfal. cxix. 92. I fhould then have pe- 
rifhed in mine affiittion ; it follows, Unlefs Ihad be- 
lieved to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land of 
the living ; both the providential goodnefs of the 
Lord, in fupplying him with the neceffaries of 
life, and in delivering him out.of the hands of his 
enemies; and his fpecial goodnefs, which he has 
laid up in his covenant, and in his Son; even all 
fpiritual bleffings in Chrift, in whom he canfes all 
his goodnefs to pafs before his people. The pfalm- 
ift believed that he fhould /ee; chat is, enjoy all 
thefe, or whatever was needful for him; all the 
good things of life, all fpecial favours ; as fupports 
under afflictions, views of pardoning grace, under 
a fenfe of fin, ftrength againft Satan’s temptations, 
and deliverance out of them; the difcoveries of the 
love of God, and the light of his countenance, after 
defertions, and divine refrefhments in his houfe, 
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from his word arid ordiriances ; and at laft all che 
glories of the other world;and faith in thefe things, 
is the beft antidote again{ft faintings. By the land 
of the living may be meant, either the land of Ca- 
naan, where the living God. was worfhipped, and 
living faints dwelt, in oppofition to other lands, the 
habitations of men dead in fins; and at a diftance 
from which David now might be; or elfe the 
world in general, in oppofition to the place and 
{tate of the dead; or, as fome think, heaven, or 


the life of the world to come, as Kimchi exprefles 


it; and fo Apoilinarius paraphratfes it, ‘* | thall fee 
«¢ the bleffed God with my eyes in the land of the 
«¢ bleffed.” The word xv rendered uzlefs, is 
one of the fifteen words which are extraordinarily 
pointed in the Hebrew Bible. 

y. 14. Wait on the Lord, &c.] This, with what 
follows, is fpoken by the pfalmitt either to himfelf 
or to others, or it may be to both, upon the rich 
experience he declares in the preceding verfe: it 
becomes believers to wait on the Lord for the com- 
mon bleffings of life, for even the eyes of all 
wait upon him for their daily food; and for the 
light of his countenance, when it is withdrawn from 
them, for he will return again at the fet time ; and 
for anfwers-of prayer, which will be given fooner 
or later; and for the performance of his promifes, 
which are yeaand amen in Chrift: they fhould wait 
upon him in his houfe and ordinances conftantly, 
with reverence and godly fear; they fhould wait 
upon him as fervants on their matters, obferve his 
orders, and diligently execute them; and, as beg- 
gars for their alms, they fhould knock and wait ar 
wifdom’s gates, tell their cafe and wait, take re- 
pulfes and wait, and when they fucceed, give’ 
thanks, It is good to wait upon the Lord; many 
are the favours and bleffings fuch receivenow, and 
eye has not feen what God has prepared for them 
that wait for him. - Be of good courage; the faints 
have need of courage, confidering the enemies they 
have to grapple with; the corruptions of their own 
hearts, the enemies of a man’s own houfe; the 
worft of all; Satan, and his principalities and pow- 
ers, and men of the world, and a world of them: 
and they have great reafon, notwithftanding, to be 
of good courage, fince God is for them; Chriftis 


the Captain of their falvation ; the holy Spirit, that ~ 


is in them, is greater than he that is in the worlds 
angels encamp around them; they are provided 
with the whole armour of God ; they are engaged 
in a good caufe, are fure of victory, and fhall wear 
the crown of righteoufnefs ; and it follows, And 
he fhall firengthen thine heart; that is, the Lord 
will do it, as he has promifed to them that wait on 
him, J/a. xl. 31. and xli, 10. or Jet thine heart be 
Strengthened ; as the Septuagint render it; and fo 
the Chaldee paraphrafe, Strengthen thine heart; talx- 
ing it for an exhortation; as indeed it feems to 
be by what goes before and follows; fee Fofp. i. 
6, 9. Wait, I fay, on the Lord; this is repeated, 
to exprefs the importance of this duty, and to en- 
courage to it, 


PSALM XXVIIL 
A palm of David. 


HIS pfalm, Aben Ezra fays, David either | him; the former feems moft likely; and it might 
compofed himfelf, or one of the fingers for | be made by him when he was perfecuted by 


* Carmin. 1. 4. ode 13. ¥. 19. 


aie ™ Jarchi. 
in Miclol Yophi in loc. 


b Aben Ezra, 


Saul, 
® Kimchi, P Abendana, Not, 


+ Or 
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or when delivered from him; or at leaft when he 
had faith and hope that he fhould be delivered : the 
pfalm confifts of two parts, petitions and ia 
givings. =. 


¥. 1. Unto thee will I cry, &¢.] This denotes the 
diftrefs the pfalmift was in, fervency and ardour in 
prayer, refolution to continue in it, and fingulari- 
ty with refpect to the object of it; determining to 
cry tothe Lord only; to which he was encouraged 
by what follows. O Lord my rock; he being a 
{trong tower and place of defence to him, in whom 
were all his fafety, and his truft and confidence, and 
in whom he had an intereft. Be not filent to me; 
or deaf *; perfons that do not hear are.filent, and 
make no anfwer; as the Lord feems to be, when 
he returns no anfwer to the cries of his people; when 
he does not arife and help them; when he feems 
not to take any notice of his and their enemies, but 
ftands at a diftance from them, and as. if he had 
. forfaken them ; fee P/al. xxxix. 12. and xxxv. 22, 
23. and |. 3, 21. J/a. Ixv. 6. the words may be 
confidered, as they are by fome, as an addrefs to 
Chrift his rock, his advocate and interceffor;- that 
he would not be filent, but. {peak for him, and pre- 
{ent his fupplications to God, with the much incenfe 
of his mediation; fee 1 Sam. vil. 8. Lest if thou 
be filent to me, ef become like them that go down into 
the pit; either like fuch that fall into a ditch, and 
cannot help themfelves out, and they cry, and there 
is néne to take them out from thence; of like fuch 
that die in battle, and are caft into a pit, and there 
buried in common with others; which David might 
fear would be his cafe, through Sau/’s violent pur- 
fuit after him; or left he fhould be like the dead, 
who are not regarded, and are remembered no 
more ; or left he fhould really die by the hands of 
his enemies, and fo be laid in the grave, the pit 
of corruption; or be in fuch diftrefs and detpair, 
as even the damned in hell be, the pit out of which 
there is no deliverance, ., 
y¥. 2. Hear the voice of my fupplications, 8cc.] 
Which proceed from the Spirit of grace and of fup- 
plication, and are put up ina humble manner, un- 
der a fenfe of wants and unworthinefs, and on the 
foot of grace and mercy, and not merit, When I 
cry unto thee; as he now did, and determined he 
would, and continue fo doing, until he was heard. 
When I lift up my bands toward thy holy oracle ; the 
Holy of holies, in the tabernacle and in the temple, 


which was fometimes fo called, 1 Kings vi. 23. com-. 


pared with 2 Chron. iti. ro, where were the ark, the 
mercy-feat and Cherubim, between which the Lord 
dwelt, and gave refponfes to his people ; or heaven 
itfelf, which the Holy of holies was a figure of ; 
where is the throne of God, and from whence he 
hears the prayers of his people directed to-him ; 


or elfe Chrift himfelf, who is the moft holy, and’ 


the debir, or oracle, who fpeaks to the Lord for 
his people ; and by whom the Lord fpeaks to them 

ain, and communes with them. The oracle had 
its name, debir, from fpeaking. Lifting up of the 
handsis a prayer-gefture, and here defigns the per- 
formance of that duty to God in heaven, through 
Chrift ; fee Lam. iii. 41. 1 Tim. ii. 8. it was fre- 
quently ufed, even by the heathens, as a prayer- 
gefture’ ; fee Pal. cxli. 2. 

¥. 3. Draw me not away with the wicked, &c.] 
That is, with thofe who are notorioufly wicked ; 
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who are inwardly and outwardly wicked; whofe 
inward part is very wickednefs, and who fell them- 
felves, and give up themfelves to work wicked- 
nefs: the fenfe is, that God would not fuffer him 
to be drawn away, or drawn afide by wicked men, 
but that he would deliver him from temptation ; of 
that hé would not give him up into their hands, to 
be at their mercy ; who he knew would not fpare 
him, if they had him in their power; or that he 
might not die the death of the wickéd, and perith 
with them; fee P/al. xxvi. 9; 10. And with the 
workers of iniquity ; who make it the trade and bu- 
finefs of their lives to commit fin; and which may 
be applied; not only to profane finners,: but to 
profeffors of religion, Matth, vii. 23. fince it fol- 
lows, Which [peak peace to their neighbours, but 
mifchief is in their bearts ; hypocrites, double-mind- 
ed men, who have a form of godlinefs; but deny 
the power of it; pretend to religion, and have none ; 
and {peak fair to the face, but defign mifchief and 
ruin; as Sau/ and his fervants did to David, 1 Sam. 
XVili, 17, 22. 

¥. 4. Give them according to their deeds, &c.] 
According to the demerit of them, which is death, 
even death eternal. nd according to the wicked- 
nefs of their endeavours; for though wicked men 
do not always fucceed; yet their want of fuccefs 
Give them after 
the wark of their bands, fee 2 Tim. iv. 14. Rens 
der ta them their defert, what their iniquities, in 
thought, word, and deed, deferve: fuch petitions 
are not contrary to that chriftian charity, which the 
gofpel recommends ; nor do they favour of a fpi- 
rit of revenge, which is condemned by the word of 
God; for it fhould be obferved, that thefe things 
are faid with refpeét to men given up to a repro- 
bate mind; and that the pfalmift does not feek to 
avenge himfelf, nor to gratify his own mind ; but 
he fought the glory of God, and moreover {poke 
by a prophetic fpirit, knowing what was the will 
of God in this cafe; fee y. 5. and therefore thefe 
petitions of his are not to be drawn into an example 
in common and ordinary cafes. 

¥. 5. Becaufe they regard not the works of the 
Lord, &c.) Neither the work of creation, as if 
there was no firft caufe of all things ; nor the work 
of providence, taking no notice either of the jude- 
ments or of the mercies of God; as though they 
believed that God had forfaken the earth, and 
would do neither good nor evil ; and ftill lefs the 
work of redemption, which in covenant, promife, 


and prophecy, was appointed for the Meffiah to- 


work out; and as for the work of the Spirit of 
God upon the foul, they had no notion of that, of 
the nature and neceffity of it ; the things of the 
Spirit of God being foolifhnefs to them, and un- 
difcernible by them; fee J/@. v. 12. , Perhaps the 
pfalmift may have fome regard to his being anoint- 
ed by Samuel, according to the will of God, and 
to the victory which he obtained over Goliath, and 
over others, which juftly gained him great efteem 
among fome, and created envy in others ; and alfo 
the wonderful proteétion of him from time to time ; 
the Chaldee paraphrafe is, because they do not under- 
Stand the law of the Lord. \t follows, Nor the ope- 
ration of bis bands; in which his hand was fo very 
apparent, that nothing lefs could be faid, than that 
this was the finger of God; wherefore, He /hall 


deftroy them, and not build them up; that is, they | 


fhall 


plices manus ad fidera tendit — & paulo poft — & ambas ad ccelum tendit palmas, Virgil. ZEneid. 10. vid. Aineid.2. Ad cce- 
Jum manibus fublatis, Horat. Satyr. 1. 2. fatyr. 5. v.97- Coelo fupines fi tuléris manus, Ib. Carmin. J. 3. ode 23, v. 1, Et pan- 


dere palmas ante Deum delubra, Lucretius 1, 5. prope finem, 


An xtsee entionur, Homer, Iliad. 5. v. 174. 


_ 
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-fhall be irrecoverably lof; they fhall be punithed him; and this joy was very great, a joy ung eak- 


with everlafting deftruétion ; there will be nohelp | able, and’ full of glory; it was not carnal, bu 
or remedy for them: fome * underftand this as a | fpiritual, a-heart-joy, joy in the Holy Ghoft. poe ; 


prayer, that God would? deftroy them ‘in’ fuch a 
manner, and render it, /et him deftroy them, &c.* 
yi. 6. Bleffed be. the Lord, &c.J “Which muft 
be underftood, not as invoking, nor-as-conferring a 
bleffing on him, neither of which can be done 
by a creature; nor does he ftand in need of any, he 
being E/-/baddai, God all-fufficient, God over all, 
bleffed for ever 5 but as: afcribing all bleffednefs to 
him, congratulating his greatneis and happinels, 
and giving him praife and glory for merciés -re- 
ceived ;, and particularly: for the following.  Be- 
caufe be bath beard the voice of my fupplications 
what he had prayed for, ¥. 2. an anfwer was quick- 
ly returned, even whilft he was fpeaking, J/a. Ixv. 
24, though this may. be.an expreffion of faith, be- 
ing fully perfuaded and:affured that he was heard, 
and would be anfwered, and may be faid by a pro- 
phetic fpiric ; ‘knowing that what he had humbly 
afked for would be granted; fo dben Ezra and 
Kimchi underftand it, in a way of prophecy. 
7. The Lord is. my firength, &c.]_ That is, 
the author both of natural and fpiritwal ftrength ; 
that gave him ftrength of body, and fortitude of 
mind, to. bear up under all the exercifes he was tri- 
ed with; the ftrength of his life, fpiritual and tem- 
poral, and of his falvation; the ftrength of his 
heart under’ prefent diftreffes, and who he knew 
would be fo inthe hour of death, when his heart 
and ftrength would fail... dud my fhield ; to pro- 
tect and defend him ; as were the love, power, and 
faithfulnefs of God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, his 
power and fulnefs, his blood, righteoufnefs and fal- 
vation. My heart trufted in him; inthe Lord as 
his ftrength and fhield; not in any creature, nor 
in his own ftreneth and righteoufnefs ; but in the 
Lord God, in whom are righteoufnefs and ftrength ; 
and it is plain, he did not truft in his own heart, 
fince his heart trufted in the Lord; and which 
fhews, that his truft was an hearty one, his faith 
was a faith unfeigned, he believed with the heart 
unto righteoufnefs...4ud I am helped; this was 
the fruit of his truft, even a gracious experience of 
divine affiftance: faints are helplefs in themfelves, 
and are alfo as to the help of man; God is the only 
helper of them; he helps them out of all their 
troubles; in whatfoever he calls them unto, and to 
what they want; and the help he affords is fome- 
times quick, and always feafonable ; and fometimes 
by means, and fometimes without them. There- 
fore my beart greatly rejoiceth ; that is, in the Lord, 
the ground of which was the help he had from 


PSALM _ XXIX. hy ee 
A pfalm of David. we 


N the Vulgate Latin verfion is added, at the 

Sinifbing of the tabernacle ; faggefting that this 
pialm was compofed at that time, and on that ocea- 
fion: not at the finifhing of the tabernacle by Mo- 
Jes, but at the finithing of the tent or tabernacle 
which David made for the ark in Zion, 2 Sam. vi. 
17. The title in the Arabic verfion is, ‘* a pro- 
** phecy concerning the incarnation, ark and taber- 
“ nacle.”” In the Septuagint verfion, from whence 
the Vulgate feems to have taken the claufe, it is at 


4 
* Kimchi in loc, vid. Aben Ezram in Joc. 
Mofeh in Aben Ezra in loc, 


. 


t capi deftruat cos, Vatablus ; fothe Arabic verfion, 
 Hilchot Tamidia, c. 10, f 11. , 


with my fong will I praife him; praife is due to 
God, what glorifies him, and is acceptable to him; 
it becomes the faints, is comely for them, and it is 
pleafant:work to them, when grace is in exercife ; 
fee Pfal. Ixix. 30, 31. this may be underftood of 
one of his fongs, and one of the beft of them, and 
of one™better than this, as a Jewifh writer® ob- 
ferves.' “ : Maa 

y. 8. The Lord is their ftrength, &c.)- The 
ftrength of his people, mentioned in the next verfe ; 
not only the ftrength of David in particular, but 
of all his people in general; fee P/al. xxxvil-39. 
And beis the faving ftrength of bis anointed ; meaning 
either himfelf, as before, who was anointed by Sa- 
muel, king of J/rael, and therefore had not invaded 
and thruft himfelf into an office he had no call and 
right unto; or the Meffiah, the Lord’s anointed, 
whom he heard, helped, and ftrengthened in 
the day of falvation, and delivered him from the 
power of death and the grave, and raifed him from 
thence, and gave him glory ; fee P/al. xx. 6. 

¥.g. Save thy people, &c.} The pfalmift be- 
gins the pfalm with petitions for himfelf, and clofes 
it with prayers for the people of God; whom God 
has chofen for his people, taken into covenant ta 
be his people, and given them to his Son as fuch ; 
thefe he has refolved to fave, and has appointed 
Chrift, and fent him into the world to be the Sa- 
viour of them, and to them he makes known and 
applies the gfeat falvation by his Spirit; fo that this 
prayer was a prayer of faith, as are alfothe follow- 
ing’ petitions. And: ble/s thine inberitance ; the 
people whom the Lord has chofen for his inheri- 
tance, and has given to Chrift as his portion, and’ 
are his peculiar pofleffion ; and thefe he blefies with 
all fpiritual bleffings, with grace here, and glory’ 
hereafter, as is requetted. Feed them aljo ; as the fhep-* 
herd does his flock, by leading them into green paf-’ 
tures, by giving them the bread of life, by nourifh-_ 
ing them with the word and ordinances, by the 
means of his miniftring fervants, who are under-' 
fhepherds appointed to feed the faints with know-’ 
ledge and underftanding. And lift them up for 
ever; above their enemies, and out of the reach of’ 
them; bear and carry. them now, as the fhepherd™ 
does his lambs, in his arms and bofom; and raife’ 
them out of their graves, and give them the domi- 
nion in the morning of the refurrection, and caufe’ 
them to reign as kings and priefts with Chrift, as’ 
they ever will. : 


een 


fire 
the exodion, exit, or going out of the tabernacle; that 
is, of the feaft of tabernacles; and which was the 
eighth day of the feaft, and was called N1¥yp which * 
word the Septuagint render sfodsey, the word here” 
ufed, Lev. xxiii. 36. Numb. xxix. 35. though it? 
was on the firft of the common days of this fealt ; 
that this pfalm was fung, as Maimonides “ fays, 
Some think it was compofed when the pfalmift was~ 
in a thunder-ftorm, or had lately been in one, which 
he in a very beautiful manner defcribes. Kimehj 


thinks , 
eR 


. 
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thinks it refers to the times of the Meffiah ; and it 
may indeed be very well mterpreted of the gofpel, 
and is very {uitable to gofpel-times, 


y. 1. Give unto the Lord, O ye mightyy8cc.] The 
Jargum refers this to the angels, ‘* give praife be- 
** tore the Lord, ye companies of angels, fons of 
«¢ the mighty ;” thefe are mighty ones, and excel 
all other creatures in ftrength ; and are the fons of 
the mighty, or of God; it is their duty and their 
bufinefs to glorify and to worfhip him and his Son 
Jefus Chrilt, as they do continually; but rather, 
the princes and great men of the earth are here 
meant, who are fo called, P/al. Ixxxii. 1, 6, 7. and 
Ixxxix. 6, 7. 1 Cor. i. 26. and thefe, as they re- 
ceive much honour and glory, both from God and 
man; and becaufe they are apt to feek their own 
glory, and afcribe too much to themfelves, are call- 
ed upon particularly to give glory to God; and 


the more, inafmuch as they may be the means of: 


engaging their fubjects, by their influence and ex- 
ample, to do the fame, and who may be included 
in them ; for this is not to be underftood of them 
exclufive of others, as appears from P/a/. xcvi. 7, 
8, 9. moreover, all the faints and people of God 
may be intended, who are all princes and kings ; 
and may be faid to be mighty, efpecially thofe who 
are itrong in faith 3 and thele are they who give 
mott glory to God. Give unto the Lord glory and 
Hrengih; give glory to Jehovah the Father, by ce- 
lebrating the perfections of his nature; by com- 
mending the works of his hands, the works of crea- 
tion; by acquiefcing in his providential difpenfa- 
tions; by returning thanks to him for mercies re- 
ceived, temporal and fpiritual, particularly for fal- 
vation by Chrift, and above all for Chrift himfelf ; 
by exercifing faith in him as a promifing God; by 
livfng becoming his gofpel, and to the honour of 
his nathe: give glory to the Son of God, by afcrib- 
ing all divine perfections to him, by attributing 
falvation to him, and by trufting in him alone for 
it: give glory to the Spirit of God, by aflerting 


his deity, by referring the work of grace and con- 


verfion to him, and by depending upon him for the 
performance of the good work begun: give /frengtb 
to each perfon, by acknowledging that power be- 
longs to them, which is feen in creation, redemp- 
tion, and effectual vocation; or elfe ftrength may 
mean the fame thing as praife and glory ; fee P/al. 
viii. 2. compared with Matt, xxi. 16. and both may 
defign ftrong praife and glory, exprefied in the 
ftrongeft and with the greateft vigour and vehe- 
mency of {pirit. 

y. 2. Give unto the Lord the glory due to bis 
name, &c.\ Or the glory of bis name *; which is 
fuitable to his nature, agreeable to his perfections, 
and which belongs unto him on account of his 
works. Worfbip the Lord in the beauty of bolinefs ; 
the Lord is only to be worfhipped, and not any 
creature, angels, or men; not Zebovab the Fa- 
ther only, who is to be worfhipped in Spirit and in 
truth ; but the Son of God, and the: Holy .Ghoft 
alfo, being of the fame nature, and poffeffed of the 
fame perfections ; and that with both internal and 
external worfhip; and in true holinefs, in, which 
there is a real beauty: holinefs is the beauty of 
God himfelf, he is glorious in it; itis the beauty 
of angels, it makes them fo glorious as. they, are 5 


and it is the beauty of faints, it is what makes 
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them like unto Chrift, and by which they are par- 
takers of the divine nature ; and in the exercife of 
holy graces, and in the difcharge of holy duties, 
‘fhould they worfhip the Lord; unlefs this is to be 
underftood of the place of worfhip, the fanétuary, or 
holy place in the tabernacle ; or rather, the church 
of God, which holinefs becomes ; but the former 
fenfe feems beft. 

¥. 3. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters, 
&c.] What follows concerning thunder, the 
voice of the Lord, gives fo many reafons why he 
fhould have glory given him and be worfhipped ; 
the heathens ¥ paid their devotion to thunder and 
lightning: but this fhould be done to the au- 
thor of them ; which may be literally underftood 
of thunder, and is the voice of the Lord; fee 
Pfal. xviii. 13. Fob xl. 9. and which is commonly 
attended with large fhowers of rain, Yer. x. 13. and 
is very terrible upon the waters, and has its effect 
there, P/al. civ. 7. and this is the rather mentioned, 
becaufe that there is a God above who is higher 
than the mighty, who are called upon to give glory 
to him ; and becaufe that thunder has been terrible 
to kings and great men of the earth: or this may 
be figuratively interpreted of the voice of Chrift in 
the gofpel, which reaches to many nations and peo- 
ple, compared to waters, Rev. xvii.15. The dif- 
ciples had a commiffion to preach it to all nations, 
and the found of their words went into all the 
world, Rom. x. 18. The God of glory thundereth ; 
this fhews that thunder may be meant by the voice 
of the Lord, who is glorious in himfelf, and in all 
his works; and may be applied to the gofpel of 
Chrift, who is the Lord of glory, and whofe mi- 
nifters, at leaft fome of them, are fons of thunder; 
fee 1 Cor. ii. 8. Mark iti. 17. The Lord is upon 
many waters; that is, his voice is, as before, which 
is thunder ;. and that this belongs to God, the hea- 
thens were fo fenfible of, that they called their chief 
deity Fupiter Tonans *. 

y. 4. Ibe voice of the Lord is pewerful, &c.] Or 
with power *; as thunder, in the effect of it, fhews; 
and {fo is the gofpel, when it comes, not in word 
only, but is attended with the power of God to the 
converfion and falvation of fouls; it is then quick 
and powerful, Heb, iv. 12. and the word of Chrift 
perfonal, when here on earth, was with power, Luke 
iv. 32. Ibe voice of the Lord is full of majefty ; 
Chrift in his ftate of humiliation fpake and taught 
as one having authority ; and now in the miniftra- 
tion of his gofpel by his fervants he goes forth with 
glory and majefty, Pjal. xlv. 3,4. 

y. 5. Ihe voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars, 
&c.] Such an effet thunder has upon the talleft, 
ftrongeft, and largeft trees, as to break them into 
fhivers. Yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Leba- 
non; &@ mountain in the north part of the land of 
Judea, fo called from its whitenefs, both by reafon 


-of the fhow with which fome part of it is covered 


in fummer, as Tacitus obferves®; and partly from 
the colour of the earth that has no fnow on it, 
which looks as white as if it was covered with white 
tiles, as Maundrel * fays ; and where the goodlieft 
cedars grow; and to which may be compared 
proud, haughty, lofty, and ftout-hearted finners, 
who are broken, brought down, and laid low by 
the voice of Chrift in his gofpel, his power attend- 


sing it, The Zargum renders it, the Word of the 


Lord. 


WEED, t 


¥. Oy 


* V3wW WIAD gloriam nominis -ejus, -Pagninus, .Montanus,, Juniys & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Michaelis® 


¥ Paufan. Arcad. five l. 8. p. 503. 


tentia, Pagninus, Montanus ; cum potentia, Cocceius, Michaelis ; with able power, Ainfwosth, — 


© Travels, p. 176. 
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¥. 6. He maketh them alfo to frip like a calf, 8ec.} 
That is, the cedars, the branches being broken off, 
or they torn up by the roots, and toffed about by 
the wind; which motion is compared to that of a 
calf that leaps and fkips about, Lebanon and Si- 
rion, :Re a young unicorn, that is, thefe mountains 
move and {kip about through the force of thunder, 
and the violence of an earthquake attending it ; fo 
hiftorians report, that mountains have moved from 
place to place, and they have met and dafhed a- 
gainft one another‘. Sirion was a mountain in 
Judea near to Lebanon, and is the fame with Her- 
mon ; which was called by the Sidonians Sirion, and 
by the Amorites Shenir, Deut. iii. 9. This may re- 
gard the inward motions of the mind, produced by 
the gofpel of Chrift under’a divine influence ; fee 
Ffa. xxxv. 6 and xl, 4—8. , 
¥. 7. The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of 
fire.} Or cutteth with flames of fire’; that is, the 
_ thunder breaks through the clouds with flames of 
~ fire, or lightning, as that is fometimes called, P/al. 
cv. 32, and with which it cleaves afunder trees and 
matts of fhips, cuts and hews them down, and di- 
vides them into a thoufand fhivers. Some refer 
this, in the figurative and myftical fenfe, to the giv- 
ing of the Law on mount Sinai®, on which the 
Lord defcended in fire, and from his right hand 
went a fiery law; but rather, this may be applied 
to the cloven or divided tongues of fire which fat 
upon the difciples on the day of Pentecoff, as an 
emblem of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit be- 
ftowed on them; though it feems beft of all, as 
before, to underftand this of the voice of Chrift in 
the gofpel, which cuts and hews down all the good- 
linefs of men, and lays them to the ground, Hof: 
vi. s. and is of a dividing nature, and lays open all 
the fecrets of the heart, Aveb. iv. 12. and through 
the corruption of human nature, is the occafion of 
dividing one friend from another, Luke xii. 51,52. 
and like flames of fire it has both light and heat in 
it; it is the means of enlightning mens eyes to fee 
their fad eftate, and their need of Chrift, and falva- 
tion by him; and of warming their fouls with its 
refrefhing truths and promifes, and of inflaming 
their love to God andChrift, and of fetting their 
affections on things above, and of caufing their 
hearts to burn within them. j 
y¥. 8. Lhe voice of the Lord foaketh the wildernefs, 
&c.] The ground of it, the trees in it, and the 
beafts that harbour there ; and caufes them to be in 
pain, and’to bring forth their young, as the word 
fignifies, and as it is rendered in‘the next verfe; all 
which effects thunder produces, and may myfttical- 
ly fignify the preaching of the gofpel among the 
Gentiles, and the confequence of it. The Gentile 
world may be compared to a. wildernefs, and is 
called the wildernefs of the people, Ezek. xx. 35. 
the inhabitants of it being ignorant, barren, and 
unfruitful ; and the converfion of them is expreffed 


by turning: a wildernefs into a fruitful land, J/2. 
XXXV. 1, 2, 6, 7. and xli,. 18, 19,..and the gofpel | 


being fent thither, has been the means of fhaking 
ahe minds of many, with ftrong and faving con- 
vidtions, which made, them tremble and’cry out, 
What thal] we do to be faved'?’ The Lord fhaketh 
the wilderne/s of Kade/b'; which’ was. the terrible 
wildernefs that the children of J/rael pafled through 


to Canaan’s land; the fame “with the wildernefs of 


_ ain, Numb. xxxiii, 36. and was called Kadefa,, 


"© Plin, Nat, Hift. 1. 2. €°83. Joleph. Antig. 1. 9. ! 11: 
Gejerus, _ Jarchi-in loc. 
entis afficit, Pi ; 


& Ariftot. Hift. Animal. 1.9.c. 3. Plin. Nat Hitt. 8c. 475 ~ * 
Mutfculus, Vatablus, Junius 6 Tremellius, Pifcator, Gejerus; fo Cocceius, Michaelis, Ainfworth. 


tigi: PSALMS. Pf.xxix.y.6—10, 


“fromthe city of that name, on the borders of E- 
| dom, Numb. xx. 1, 16. the Targum paraphrafes 
‘it, “* The word of the Lord fhaketh the wilder- 


« nefs of Rekam;” in the Zargum in the king’s 
Bible it is, ** makes the ferpents in the wildernefS 
“ of Rekam to tremble;” but that thunder fright-> 
ens them, I have not met with in any writer, =~ 
¥. 9. Lhe voice of the Lord maketh the binds to 
calve, &c.] Which being timorous creatures, the 
bringing forth of their young, which is naturally 
very painful and difficult, is leffened and facilitat- 
ed by thunder ; they being either fo frighted with 
it, that they feel not their pains ; or their pains 
being haftened by it, become more eafy; and 
naturalifts obferve, that the time of bringing forth 
their young is at that feafon of the year when thun~ 
der is moft frequent; fee Fob xxxix. 14. Thun- 
der has a like effect on fheep, and makes them abor- 
tive®: this may be applied to the gofpel, which is 
the means of bringing forth fouls to Chrift by his 
churches and minifters; who may very fitly be 
compared to hinds for their love and lovelinefs, 
their fwiftnefs and readinefs to do the will of Chrift; 
and their eager defires after communion with him, 
Prov. v. 19. Pal. xviii. 33. and xlii. 1. And di/- 
covereth the forefts; or maketh bare *; by beating 
off the leaves and branches of trees, and them to 
the ground ; or by caufing the wild beafts that fre- 
quent them to retire to their holes and dens; which 
effects are produced by thunder: and this aptly a- 
grees with the gofpel, which is a revelation of fe- 
crets, of the thickets, and deep things of God; of 
his council, covenant, mind and will; and of the 
myfteries of his grace to the fons of men, and ge- 
nerally to babes, or men of their capacities; and 
of its {tripping them of all their own righteoufnefs 
and dependence on it. And in his temple doth eve- 
ry one {peak of his glory; either in heaven, where 
angels and glorified faints are continually employ- 
ed in fpeaking of his glorious name, nature, and 
works; orin the temple, or tabernacle at Ferufa-- 
lem, where the Levites ftood to praife*the Lord 
morning and evening, and where the tribes went 
up to worfhip, and to give thanks unto the Lord. 
1 Chron. xxii. 30. Pfal. cxxii. 4. or the church of 
God, which is the temple of the living God, whi- 
ther faints refort, and where they dwell, and fpeak 
of the glory of God, of his divine perfeétions, and 
of his works of creation and providence; and of the 
glory of the perfon of Chrift, and falvation by 
him 3 and of the glorious work of grace begun iri 
theit’ fouls by the blefied Spirit ; for hither fuch — 
as have heard the voice of Chrift, and have felt. 
the power of it, and have found it to be a foul- 
fhaking, an heart-breaking, and an illuminating 
voice, come, and declare it to the glory of the 
grace’ of God, ie Ts 
y. 10. The Lord fitteth upon the flood, 8cc.] No- 
ab’s flood; which is always defigned by the word 
here ufed: the Lord fat and judged the old world 
for its’ wickednefs, and brought a flood upon them, 
and deftroyed them and then he abated it, fent a 
wind? to affwage' the waters, ftopped up the wine 
dows’ of heaven, and the fountains of the great 
deep, afid reftrained rain from heaven; and he now 
fits-upon the confluence of waters in the heavens, 
at the time of a thunder-ftorm, which threatens ~~ 
with an overflowing flood; and he remembers his co- 
venant, and’ reftrains them from deftroying the earth 
any 
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any more: and he fits upon the floods of ungodly 
men, and ftops their rage and fury, and fuffers 
them not to proceed to overwhelm his people and 


intereft; and fo the floods of afflictions of every | 
kind, and the floods of Satan’s temptations, and | 
of errors and herefies, are at his control, and he. 


permits them to go fo far, and no further. 2éa, 
the Lord fitteth King for ever; he is King of the 
whole world, over angels and men, and even the 


kings of the earth ; and he is alfo King of faints, in| 


whofe hearts he reigns by his Spirit and grace; and 


the gofpel-difpenfation is more eminently his king- 


dom, in which his fpiritual government is moft vi- 


fible ; and this will more appear in the latter-day-_ 


glory, when the Lord fhall be King over all the 
earth; and after which the Lord Chrift will reign 
with his faints here a thoufand years, and then with 
them to all eternity, and of his kingdom there fhall 
be no end. . 

y. 11, Lhe Lord will give firength unto bis people, 
&c.] His fpecial people, his covenant-people, 
whom he has chofen for himfelf; thefe are encom- 
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pafled with infirmities, and are weak in themfelves ; 
but there is ftrength for them in Chrift: the Lord 
promifes it unto them, and beftows it on them, and 
which is a pure gift of his grace unto them; this 
may more efpecially regard that ftrength, power, 
and dominion, which will be given to the people 
of the moft High in the latter day ; fince it fol- 
lows, upon the account of the everlafting kingdom 
of Chrift. The Lord will ble/s his people with peace; 
with internal peace, which is peculiar to them, and 
to which wicked men are {trangers; and which arifes 
from a comfortable apprehenfion of juttification by 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, of pardon by his blood, 
and atonement by his facrifice ; and is enjoyed ina 
way of believing; and with external peace in the 
latter day, when there fhall be no more war with 
them, nor perfecution of them; but there fhall be 
abundance of peace, and that without end; and at 
laft with eternal peace, which is the end of the per- 
fect and upright man; and the whole is a great 
blefling. 


PSALM Xxx, 


A pfalm and fong, at the dedication of the houfe of David. 


PEAHIS is the firft time that a pfalm is called 


a fong ; fome pfalms are called by one name, | 


fome by another, and fome by both, as here; and 
fome are called hymns: to which diftinétion of 
them the apoftle refers in Eph. v. 19. A pfalm was 
fang upon mufical inftruments,.a fong with the 
voice ; it may be this pfalm was fung both ways: 
the occafion of it was the dedication of David’s 
houfe: the Targum interprets it of the houfe of the 
fanétuary, the temple; and fo moft of the Jewifh 
commentators‘; which might be called his houfe, 
hecaufe it was his intention to build it; his heart 
was fet upon it, he provided materials for it, and 
gave his fon Solomon the’form of it, and a charge 
to build it; and, as is thought, compofed this 
pfalm to be fung, and which was fung by the Le- 
wites at the dedication of it: others, as Aben Ez- 
ya, are of opinion, it was his own dwelling-houfe, 
_made of cedar, which he dedicated according: to 
the Jaw of Mo/fes, with facrifices and offerings, 
prayer and thankfgiving, 2 Sam. v. 11. and vii. 2. 
Deut. xx. 5. fo Apollinarius calls it, a new houfe 
David built; but fince there is nothing inthe whole 
pfalm thar agrees with the dedication, either of the 
temple, or of David's own private houfe, it feems 
better, with other interpreters, to underftand it of 
the purgation of David's houfe from the wicked- 
nefs and inceft of his fon 4b/alom, upon his return 
to it, when the rebellion raifed by him was extin- 
“ouifhed , which might be reckoned a new dedica- 
tion of it; fee 2 Sam. xx. 3. and to a deliverance 
from fuch troubles this pfalm well agrees. Theodo- 
ret interprets it of the reftoration of the human na- 
ture by Chrift, through his refurrection from the 
dead. 


Yet. I will extol thee, O Lord, &c.} Or lift 
thee up on bigh*, ‘The Lord is high in his name, 


he is the moft High; and in his nature, there is | 


none befides him, nor like unto him ; and in place, 


he dwells in the high and holy place; he is above | 


all, angels and men ; he is above all gods ; he is 


© Jarchi, Kimchi, & Abendana, 


k DDN fuperexaltabo te, Cocceius ; elevabo te, Michaelis. 
me furfem extraxifti, Cocceius ; fo Michaelis; thou haft drawn up me, Ainfworth, = ° | Hk 


the King of kings, and Lord of lords ; he cannot 
be higher than he_is: to extol him, therefore, is 
to declare him to be what he is; to exalt him in 
high praifes of him, which the pfalmift determined 
to do, for the following reafons. For thou bast 
lifted meup; ot drawn me.up, or out's from the 
pit of nature ; the low eftate of unregeneracy; the 
pit wherein isno water; the horrible pit, the mire 
and clay of fin and mifery, in which all men, whilft 
unconverted, are; and out of which they cannot 
lift themfelves, being ftrengthlefs, yea dead in fin: 
this is God’s work; he. takes out of this pit, he 
draws out of it by his efficacious grace; he raifes 
up the poor out of the duff, and lifts up the beggar 
from the dunghil ; and this is an inftance of his 
grace and mercy, and requires a new fong of praife : 
or this may regard fome great fall by fin, from 
which he was reftored, through the grace and pow- 
er of God; or deliverance from great troubles, 
compared to waters, out of which he was drawn, 
Pfal. xviii. 16. and was lifted up above his enemies; 
and agrees very well with his being brought to his 
palace and throne again, upon the defeat of Ab/a- 
lom. And hast not made my foes to rejoice over mes 
as Satan does over unregenerate finners, when he 
poffefies their hearts, and keeps the houfe and 
goods in peace ; and as the men of the world do 
over fallen faints, when forfaken by the Lord, and 
affiicted by him, and are under the frowns of his 
providence ; but the confpirators againft David 
were not fuffered to fucceed and rejoice over him, 
which they otherwife would have done; and for this 
he praifes the Lord. » 
¥.2. O Lord, my God, I cried unto thee, &c.] 
In the time of his diftrefs and trouble; and whi- 
ther fhould he go but unto his covenant-God and 
Father? And thou haft bealed me; either of fome 
bodily difeafe that attended him; for the Lord is 
the phyfician of the body, as well as of the foul ; 
and that either immediately, or by giving a bleffing 
to means ufed; and the glory of. fuch a mercy . 
fhould be given to him: or elfe of foul-difeates, 
' ae which 
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which are natural and hereditary, epidemical, nau- 
feous, mortal, and incurable, but by the grace of 
God, and blood of Chrift; and the healing of them 
either refpects the pardon of them at firft conver- 
fion; for healing difeafes, and forgiving iniquities, 
fignify one and the fame thing; or elfe trefh difco- 
veries and applications of pardoning grace, after 
falls into fin, which are an healing backflidings, 
and reftoring comforts; and this is God’s work, 
none can heal but himfelf, and he does it effectu- 
ally, univerfally, and freely, and which calls for 
thankfulnefs, Pfal. ciii. i— 3. or this may be un- 
derftood in a civil fenfe,. of reftoring him to his 
houfe, his throne and kingdom, and the peace 
of it. 

y. 3. O Lord, thou hast brought up my foul from 
the grave, &c.| When his life being in danger, 
was near unto it, ‘fob xxxiii. 22, 28. otherwife the 
foul dies not, nor does it lie and fleep in the grave, 
or thou haft brought up my foul from bell™; that is, 
delivered him from thofe horrors of confcience, and 
terrors of mind by reafonof fin, which were as hell 


itfelf unto him; fee Pfal. cxvi. 3. Fonab ii. 2, 4.: 


Thou hajt kept me alive; preferved his corporal life 
when in danger, and maintained his {piritwal life ; 
and quickened him by his word, under all his af- 


flictions, and kept him from utter and black de- 
That I fold not go down to the pit; either 
There is in this claufe a keri 


{pair. 
of the grave or hell. 
and a celib; a marginal reading, ‘and a textual 
writing :, according to the latter it is, from them 
that go down to the pit; which fome verfions ° fol- 


fow; that is, thou haft preferved me from going 
along with them, and being where, and as they 
are: our verfion follows the former ; the fenfe is 


the fame. . 

y. 4. Sing unto the Lord, O ye faints of bis, 8c.) 
Such to whom he has been gracious and merciful, 
and has bleffed with pardoning grace, and juftify- 
ing righteoufnels, adoption, and a right to eternal 


life; and who are holy, godly perfons; in whofe 


hearts principles of grace and holinefs are formed; 
and who are kind and bountiful to others; all 
which the word® here ufed fignifies: and thefe are 
the Lord’s; they are fet apart for him, and they 
are fanctified by him; and therefore fhould fing 
-his praifes, both vocally, and with melody in their 
hearts’ Andgive thanks at the remembrance of his 
bolinefs which is effential to him, and in which 
he is glorious ; and which appears in all his ways 
and works of providence and grace, and both in 
» the redemption and fanétification of his people ; 
and befides this, there is the holinefs of Chrift, 
which is imputed to his faints, and the fanétifica- 
tion of the Spirit, which is wrought in them; and 
at the remembrance of each of thefe, it highly be- 
comes them to give thanks to the Lord, fince 
hereby they. are made meet to be partakers of his 
kingdom and glory. 
y¥. 5. For bis anger endureth-but 4 moment, &c.] 
Anger is not properly in God, he being a fimple, 
uncompounded, immoveable and unchangeable be- 
ing; nor is it ever. towards his people in reality, 
“unlefs anger is diftinguifhed from wrath, and is 
confidered as confiftent with his everlafting and, un- 
variable love to them; but only in their apprehen- 


fion, he doing thofe things which in féme. refpects | 


are fimilar to thofe which men do when they are 
angry; he turns away from them and hides his face, 
_ he chides, chaftifes, and afflicts, and then they con- 
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clude he is angry and when he returns again and 
takes off his hand, manifefts his pardoning love, © 
and comforts them, then they underftand it that 
his anger is turned away from them ; for in this 
improper denfe-of it, and as his children conceive of . _ 
it, it is but for a moment, or a very fhort time; he — 
forfakes them but for/a moment, and their light — 
afflictions endure no longer, J/a. liv. 7,8. 2 Cor. 
iv.17. In bis favour is life; by vhigie meant 
his free love and favour in Chrift towards his peo- 
ple; and defigns either the duration of it, that it 
lives and always is, even when he feems to be an- 
ery, and that it lafts as long as life does, yea to all 
eternity ; neither ‘death nor life can feparate from 
it; or the object of it, God delighting not in the 
death but the life of a finner; or rather the effects 
of it, it is what makes the prefent life to be proper- 
ly life, and really comfortable; without it men may 
be faid rather to be dead than to live, notwithftand- 
ing all enjoyments; and therefore it is better than 
lite, abftraéted from it, P/a/. Ixiii. 3. it quickens 
the foul in a fpiritual fenfe, and makes grace lively; 
it invigorates faith, encourages hope, and makes 
ove to abound, and it iffues in eternal life, Weeping 
may endure for a night; the allufion is tothe time 
when afflictions are ufually moft heavy and preffing 
upon perfons, when they moft feel them, or how- 
ever, are free from diverfion, and at leifure to be- 
moan themfelves ; and may point at the feafon of 
weeping, and caufe of it, the night of affliGtion, or 
of darknefs and defertion, and denotes the fhort 
continuance of it ; weeping is here reprefented as a 
perfon, and as a lodger, for the word may be ren- 
dered Jedge?; but then it is as a wayfaring man, 
who continues but for a night; fee J/a. xvii. 14. 
But joy cometh in the morning; alluding to the 
time when all nature is frefh and gay, when man 
rifes chearful from his reft, darknefs removes, light 
breaks forth, and the fun rifes and fheds its beams, 
and every thing looks pleafant and delightful ; 
moreover, the mercies of God aré new every morn- 
ing, which caufe joy, and call for thankfulnefs ; 
and efpecially it is a time of joy after weeping and 
darknefs, when the fun of righteoufnefs arifes with 
healing in his wings 3 as it will be to perfection in 
the refurreétion-morn, when the dead in Chrift will 
rife firft, and be like to him, and reign with him 
for evermore. 
¥. 6. And in my profperity, 8c.] Either out- 
ward profperity, when he was fettled in his king- 
dom, and was acknowledged king by all the tribes _ 
of J/rael, and had gotten the victory over all his - 
enemies, and was at reft from them round about ; 
or inward and fpiritual profperity, having a fpiritual 
appetite for the word, being in the lively exercife of 
grace, growing in it, and in the knowledge of 
Chrift ; favoured with communion with God, hay- 
ing frefh difcoveries of pardoning grace and mercy, 
corruptions being fubdued, the inward man renew- 
ed with fpiritual ftrength, and more fruitful in every 
good word and work, This being the cafe, 7 
faid, I foall never be moved, fo in outward profpe- 
rity men are a to fing a.requiem to themielves, 
and fancy it will always be thus with them, be in 
health of body, and enjoying the affluence of tem- 
poral things, and fo put away the evil day in one _ 
fenfe and another from them ; and even good men —_ 
themfelves are fubje&t to this infirmity, 7ob xxix. 
48—-20. and who alfo, when in PomPiate rames 
of foul, and in. profperous circumfances in {piri 
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tual things, are ready: to’conclude, ie will always be |is there profit in the blood of the faints to them that. 
thus with them, or better. , Indeed they can never 


be moved as to their ftate and condition with refpect 
to God ; not from his heart, where they are fet as 
a feal; nor out of the arms of Chrift, and cove- 
nant of grace; nor.out of the family of God ; nor 
from a ftate of juftification and grace ; but they 
may be moved as to the exercife of grace, and dif- 
charge of duty, in which they vary; and efpecial- 
ly when they are felf-confident, and_ depend upon 
their own ftrength for the performance of thefe 
things, and for a continuance in fuch frames, which 
feems to have been David’s cafe ; and.therefore he 
correéts himfelf, and his fenfe of things, in‘the fol- 
lowing verfe. 

¥.7. Lord, by thy favour thou haft made my 
mountain to ftand ftrong, &c.| ‘The pfalmift found 
himfelf miftaken, and acknowledges it; that as it 
was not owing to his own merit that he enjoyed the 
profperity that he did, fo neither was the continu- 
ance of it owing to his goodnefs, power, and 
ftrength, but to the free grace and favour of God; 
as the church of God is compared to a mountain, 
and the feveral individuals of believers are like to 
mount Zion ; fo the foul of a child of God may be 
called his mountain, which is made ftrong by the 
Lord as to its ftate in Chrift, being fet on him, the 
rock of ages, and fure foundation, where it is fafe 
and fecure; and as to its grace, whenever it is in 
any ftrong exercife, which is altogether owing to 
the favour of God, and continues as long as he 
pleafes. Thou didft hide thy face, and I was trou- 
bled ; the Lord may hide his face from his people, 
and yet their ftate be fafe; their mountain ftands 
ftrong in that refpeét; yet this generally produces 
a change of frames; it gives trouble, and faith 
and hope become feeble and languid in their acts 
and exercifes ; this fhews the changeablenefs of 
frames, that they are not to be depended upon ; 
that they are entirely owing to the pleafure of God, 
and that rejoicing only fhould be in him: very 
likely fome regard is had to the affair of Ab/alom’s 
rebellion, which came unawares, unthought of, 
when David was in the greateft profperity and fe- 
curity. 

y. 8. I cried to thee, O Lord, &c.] In his 
trouble, when the Lord had hid his face from him, 
and he was fenfible that he had departed from him, 
he was not ftupid and unaffected with it; nor did 
he turn his back upon God, and fought to others ; 
but he cried after a departing God, which fhewed 
love to him, and fome degree of faith in him, by 
looking again towards his holy temple, and waiting 
upon him until he returned. And unto the Lord I 
made fupplication ; in the moft humble manner ; in- 
treating his grace and mercy, and that he would 
again fhew him his face and favour. 

¥.9. What profit is there in my blood? &c.] 
Should that be fhed, and he die by the hands of 
his enemies, through divine permiffion : death is 
not profitable to a man’s felf by way of merit ; it 
does not atone for fin, fatisfy juftice, and merit 
heaven ; even the death of martyrs, and of fuch 
who fhed their blood, died in the caufe of Chrift, 
and for his fake, is not meritorious; it does not 
profit in fuch fenfe: there is profit in no blood but 
jn the blood of Chrift, by which peace is made, 
pardon procured, and redemption obtained. In- 
deed death is confequentially profitable to good 
men ; it is an outlet of all forrows and afflictions, 
and the inlet of joy and happinefs; it is the faints 


paflage to heaven, and upon it they are immedi- | 


ately with Chrift, and reft from their labours ; nor 
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fhed it; for when inquifition is made for it, ven- 


'geance will be taken on them who have fhed it, and 
blood will be given them to drink, as will be par- 
ticularly to antichrift: nor is there any profit in it 


to the Lord himfelf; which feems to’ be what is 
chiefly defigned, fince it is ufed by the pfalmift as 


an argument with him in prayer, that he might not 
be Jeft by him, ,and to his enemies, fo as to perifh, 
fince no glory could. accrue to God by it from 


them; they would not give him thanks for it, but 
afcribe it to themfelves, and fay their own hand 
had done it; fo far, the pfalmift fuggefts, would 


-his death be from being profitable to God, that it 


would rather be a lofs to the intereft of religion ; 
fince he had not as yet fully reftored religion, and 
fettled the pure worfhip of God in order, and made 

ding thghoufe of God, 
he intended. God may ke-ff6rified in the death of 
his people; either by their dying in the faith of in- 
tereft in him ;-or by fuffering death for his name- 
fake ; but, in a ftrict fenfe, there is nothing either 
in life.or death in which man can be profitable 
unto God; fee Fob xxii, 2, 3. and xxxv. 7, 8, 
fome underftand this of life; becaufe the life is in 
the blood : as if the fenfe was, of what advantage 
is life to me? it would haye been better for me if 
I had never been born, had had no life and being 
at all, if I muft for ever be banifhed from thy pre- 
fence, and go down’ to'the pit of hell;.which they 
fuppofe is defigned in the following phrafe... When 
I go down to the pit; though the grave feems ra- 
ther to be meant, and.the former fenfe is beft. Sail 
the duft, praife thee? that is, men, whofe original 
is duft, being reduced to duft again, as the body 
at death, when laid in the grave, and corrupted 
there is ; this lifelefs duft, cannot praife the Lord : 
the foul indeed dies not with the body 5 nor does it 
fleep in the grave with it; nor is it un-employed in 
heaven ; but is continually engaged in the high 
praifes of God:. but the. fenfe of the pfalmitt is, 
that fhould he die, and be buried, and be reduced 
to duft, he fhould no more  praife the Lord in the 
land of the living, among men, to the glory of di- 
vine grace and goodnefs; fo that this revenue of 
his glory would be loft. Shall it declare thy truth ? 
either the truth of the gofpel, which lies in the word 
of God; or rather the faithfulnefs of God in the 
performance of his promifes; fee P/a/. xl. 10. Ja. 
XXXVill. 18, 19. ; 

y. 10. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me, 
&c.] By lifting up the light of his countenance 
again upon him; by manifefting and applying his 
pardoning grace to him, and by delivering him out 
of all his afflictions. Lord, be thou my helper; in 
this time of trouble ; for he knew that vain was 
the help of man ; and he was entirely in the right 
to betake himfelf to the Lord, who was able to 
help him, when none elfe could. 

y. 11. Thou haft turned for me my mourning into 
dancing, 8c.] This, with what follows, expreff- 
es the fuccefs he had in feeking the Lord by prayer 
and fupplication ; there was a fudden change of 
things, as it often is with the people of God ; fome- 
times they are mourning by reafon of fin, their 
own and others; or on account of afflictions; or 
becaufe of fpiritual decays ; or through the tempta- 
tions of Satan ; or, as it was the cafe of the pfalm- 
ift now, becaufe of the hidings of God’s face; but 
this mourning is exchanged for joy and gladnefs, 
whenthe Lord difcovers his pardoning love, revives 
his work in their fouls, takes off his afflicting hand 
from them, rebukes the tempter, and delivers out 
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of his temptations, and fhews himfelf, his grace 


and favour. Thou hajft put off my fackcloth ; which 
was ufed in mourning for relations, and in times 
of calamity and diftrefs, and as a token of humili- 
ation and repentance, Gen. xxxvii. 34. E/th. iv. 1. 
Fonab iii. 8. And girded me with gladnefs; by thefe 
phrafes the fame thing is fignified as before; fee 
Ifa. \xi. 3. 

y¥. 12. Lo the end that my glory may fing praife to 
thee, &c.] Meaning either his foul, the more 
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noble and glorious part of him; or the mémberg 
of his body, his tongue, which is the glory of it, 
and with which he glorified God; fee P/al. xvis 9. - 
compared with Aéfs ii. 26. this was the end that 
was to be anfwered, by changing the fcene of things; 
and which was anfwered. O Lord my God, I will 
give thanks unto thee for ever; to the end of life, 
as long as he had a being, and to all eternity, 
Pfal. civ. 33. Ferom interprets the whole pfalm of 
the refurrection of Chrift. 


¥ 


PSALM. XXXI. 
To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David. 


NHIS pfalm, according to Arama, was com- 
pofed by David when in Keilab; but, ac- 
cording to Kimchi and others, when the Ziphites 
propofed to deliver him up into the hands of Sau/, 
and who, upon their folicitations, came down and 
furrounded him with his army, from whom in 
hafte he made his efcape, and to which he is thought 
to refer in ¥. 22. Theodoret fuppofes it was written 
by David when he fled from Abfalom, and that it 
has fome refpect in it to his fin againft Uriab, in 
that verie. 


y. 1. In thee, O Lord, do I put my truft, &c.] 
Not in any creature, but in the Lord Febovab ; the 
Targum, in thy Word ; the effential Logos, or Word, 
which was in the beginning with God, and was 
God, and fo an equal object of faith, truft, and 
confidence, as ehovab the Father: this act in- 
cludes a trufting all with God, body and foul, and 
the welfare of them, in time, and to eternity ; and 
a trufting him for all things, both of providence 
and grace, and for both grace and glory, andis a 
continued act; for the pfalmift does not fay, I 
have trufted, or I will truft, but Ido and this 
was a very confiderable thing to do in this time of 
his diftrefs: the Lord is to be trufted in at all 
times. Let me never be afbamed; neither in this 
world, nor in that to come. The beliéver has no 
reafon to be afhamed of any thing in this life but 
fin, and the imperfection of his own righteoufnefs, 
and his truft in it; not of the Lord, in whom he 
trufts; nor of his Word, or Son, the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, in whom he believes as his Saviour and 
Redeemer ; nor of the Spirit, and his work of grace 
upon him ; ‘nor of his faith, hope, truft and con- 
fidence in them ; nor of the gofpel, the means of 
faith, and of the fupport of it; nor of the reproach- 
es, afflictions, and fufferings, he endures for the 
fake of Chrift and his gofpel ; nor of his ordinances 
and his people; nor will he be afhamed hereafter 
at the coming of Chrift, when he will appear in 
his righteoufnefs, be clothed with white robes, have 
palms in his hands, and fhall ftand at his right 
hand, and be received into glory. Deliver me in 
iby righteoufnefs; not in his own, by which he 
knew there was no acceptance with God, no jutti- 
fication before him, nor any deliverance and falva- 
tion from fin and death ; but by the righteoufnefs 
of God, which the Son of God has wrought out, 
God the Father accepts of and imputes, and the 
Spirit of God reveals and applies ; by this there is 
deliverance from fin, its guilt, and damning power, 
and from the curfes and condemnation of the law, 
_ va wrath to come, and from the fecond 

eath, ' ; 


y. 2. Bow down thine ear to me, &c.] Which 
is faid after the manner of men, who, when they 
give attention, and liften to any thing, ftoop, and 
incline the ear.; and this for God to do, as he fome- 
times does, is wonderful condefcending grace! De- 
liver me f{peedily ; which fhews that he was in great 
danger, and his cafe required hafte: the Lord does 
help right early, and is fometimes a prefent helpin 
time of need, and delivers at once, as foon as the 
mercy is afked for. Be thou my ftrong. rock, for 
fhelter and fecurity from enemies, as. well as to 
build his everlafting falvation on, and to ftand 
firmly upon, and out of danger. For an boufe of 
defence to fave me, both for an houfe to dwell in, 
the Lord being the dwelling-place of his people in 
all generations, and a ftrong habitation to which 
they may continually refort; and for protection and 
fafety, their place of defence in him being the mu- 
nition of rocks, a ftrong-hold, and a ftrong tower 
from the enemy. 

¥. 3. For thou art my rock and my fortrefs, 820.) 
What he prayed for he knew him to be, and to 
have been in times paft, and could claim his intereft 
in him; and therefore intreats, that he would ap- 
pear to be to him what he was in himfelf, and what 
he had been to him. Therefore for thy name-fake: 
lead me, and guide me, either as a fhepherd does 
his flock, gently, as they are able to bear it; into 
the green paftures of the word and ordinances, and 
befide the ftill waters of divine love, and to the 
overflowing fountain, and fulnefs of grace in him- - 
felf; or as a general leads and guides his army; - 
Chrift being a leader and commander of the people, 
and the great Captain of.theirfalvation, and who . 
being at the head of them, they fear no enemy 3 or 
as a guide leads and directs fuch as are ignorant, 
and out of the way. The pfalmift defires the Lord 
would lead him in the way of truth, and paths of 
righteoufnefs, according to his word; and guide 
him with his counfel, and by his Spirit, that fo he 
might walk in the way in which he fhould go; and 
this he intreats he would do for his name-fake ; not 
for any merit or worthinefs in him; but for the 
glory of his own name, and for the honour of his 


free grace and mercy, for which the Lord often . 


does many things; he defers his anger, he purges 
away the fins of his people, he ape their tranf= 
greflions, and remembers their fins no more, for 
his name’s-fake. ae. « 

¥. 4. Pull me out of the net that they bave laid 
privily for me, &c.| The Ziphites, and Saul, and 


his men; the former intending treacheroufly to be+ 


tray him, and the latter encompaffing him about, ~ 


inorder to take him; and fuch was his da 
difficulty, that he faw none but God could deliver 
. ching 


and — 


= 


Pf xxxi. ¥. 5—9: 


him; and he itis that breaks the nets of men; and 
the {nares of the devil, which they fecretly lay for 


the people of God, that they may ftumble, and | Saviour, but the Lord: now fuch as regard thofé 


fall, and be taken, and delivers them out of them. 
For thou art my firength, the author, giver, and 


maintainer, both of his natural and fpiritual 


ftrength; and who was able, and was only able, to 


pull him out of the net, and extricate him out of 


the difficulties in which he was. 

¥. 5. Into thine hand I commit my fpirit, &c.] 
Either his life, as to a faithful Creator and preferver, 
who was the God of his life, gave him it, and up- 
held his foul in it; or his foul, and the eternal fal- 


vation of it, which he committed into the hand of 


the Lord his Redeemer, where he knew it would be 
fafe, and out of whofe hands none can pluck ; or 
this he might fay, as apprehenfive of immediate 
death, through the danger he was in; and.there- 
fore commits his fpirit ‘into the hands of God, to 
whom he knew it belonged, and to whom it re- 
turns at death, and dies not with the body, but ex- 
ifts in a feparate ftate, and would be immediately 
with him. Our Lord Jefus Chrift ufed the fame 
words when he was expiring on the crofs, and 
feems to have taken’them from hence, or to refer 


to thefe, Luke xxiii. 46. Thou baft redeemed me, 


O Lord God of truth; which may be underftood, 
either of the temporal redemption of his life from 
deftrution in times paft, which encouraged him 
to commit his life into the hands of God now, who 
was the fame, and’changed not; or of fpiritual and 
eternal redemption from fin by the blood of Chrift, 
and which the pfalmift fpeaks of as if it was paft, 
though it was to come, becaufe of the certainty of 
it ; juft as [/aiah fpeaks of the incarnation and fuf- 
ferings of Chrift, J/a. ix. 6. and liii. 4—6. and of 
which he was affured, becaufe the Lord, who had 
provided, appointed, and promifed the Redeemer, 
was the God of truth, and was faithful to every 
word of promife; and Chrift, who had engaged to 
be the Redeemer, was faithful to him that appoint- 
ed him; and having an intereit therefore in this 
plenteous redemption, by virtue of which he was 
the Lord’s, he committed himfelf into his hands. 
y. 6. Ihave hated them that regard lying vanities, 
&c.] Soothfaying and divination, as Aben Ezra 
and others think ; made ufe of by kings, and ge- 
nerals of armies, to know when it was proper to go 
out to war, and what fuccefs they fhould have; fee 
Bzek. xxi. 2123. Hof. iv. 12. but fuch men and 
their praétices David abhorred ; he took no fuch 
methods when in diftrefs, but applied to the Lord, 
and trufted in him ; or rather, idol-gods, as Farchi 
and others, who are vanity, and the work of er- 
rors, and are nothing: in the world ; fee Fon. ii. 8. 
all will-worfhip and fuperftition may be included in 
this phrafe, which being not according to the will 
and word of God, is worfhipping in vain, and car- 
ries off from true fpiritual worfhip ; and fo isa lying 
vanity, and to be detefted, and the abettors of it: as 
alfo all errors and’herefies ; thefe are great {wellin 
words of vanity, and are lies in hypocrify ; sh 
Jikewife all immorality and wickednefs, which 
fpring from the vanity of the mind, and promife 
much liberty and pleafure, but deceive, and there- 
fore lying; yea, all worldly enjoyments, are vanity 
and vexation of fpitit, and are fallacious and deceit- 


~_ ful when trufted in ; and indeed every falfe truft 


d confidence may come under this name ; fuch 
ae truftin riches, in wifdom and knowledge, in 
carnal defcent and privileges, in a moral and legal 


righteoufnefs, and even in a bare profeffion of true 
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religion, and a fubjection to golpel-ordinance’ ; for 
there is no true object of truft, no Redeemer and 


lying vanities, are they that look to them, love 
them, embrace them, and _ put their confidence in 
them; and fuch are to be bated not their perfons, 
but their principles and practices, and they them- 
felves are to be fhunned and abftained from. But 
1 truft in the Lord; the God of truth, that cannot 
lie, deny himfelf, nor deceive; who is unchange- 
able, and without any variablenefs, or thadow of 
turning. 

¥.7. I will be glad, and rejoice in thy mercy, 
&c.}] Both becauie of the nature of it, which ig 
large and abundant, free and fovereign, from ever- 
lalting to everlafting, and is communicated in and 
through Chrift, and is a good ground of hope and 
truft; and becaufe of the eifects of it, or what it 
has produced; for to it are owing the covenant of 


grace, and all the fure mercies of it; the miffion of 


Chrift, and redemption by him ; regeneration, and 
the forgivenefs of fins, and even eternal life and 
glory ; befides a multitude of bleffings, deliveran- 
ces, and falvations in providence ; on account of 
all which, there is great reafon for joy and glad- 
nefs ; of which the following are particulars. .. For 
thou haft confidered my trouble; inward, arifing 
from indwelling fin, doubts and fears, defertions 
and darknefs, and Satan’s temptations ; and outs 
ward, from the world, and the men of it, and by 


reafon of bodily afflictions: now the Lord looks 


upon the troubles of -his people, and upon them 


in them, with an eye of pity and compaffion; he 
fympathizes with them ; he confiders the nature of 
their trouble, their weaknefs to bear it, and the 
beft way, means, and time to deliver out of it; he 
working all things after the counfel of his own 
will ; fee Exod. iii. 7. Thou hajt known my foul in 
adverfities ; that is, the Lord had took notice of 
him, approved of him, loved him, had. vifited 
him, and made known his love to him, and own- 
ed him for his own, and had chofen him in the fur- 
nace of affliction ,; a time and feafon, when often- 
times friends and acquaintance are fhy, and will 
not look upon men, know them and own them ; 
but the Lord does otherwife, and which is another 
reafon of joy and gladnefs in his mercy. 


¥. 8. dnd baft not fout me up into the hand of ibe 


enemy, &c.] When in Keilab, in the wildernefs 
of Ziph and Maon, and encompafied about by 
Saul and his army, 1 Sam, xxiii. 7, 13, 14, 24, 


25, 26. nor does the Lord fuffer his people to be. 


fhut up under the power of fin and Satan, fo. that: 
they cannot come forth in the exercife of grace, 


and the difcharge of duty; but he brings their 
fouls out of prifon, that they may praife his name. 
Thou baft fet my feet in a large room ; at full liberty 
from his enemies ; Sau/ and his army being called 
off from purfuing him, by tidings of an invafion 
by the Philiftines, 1 Sam. xxiii. 27—-29. and this. 
is the cafe of the faints when they are brought to 
Chrift, to walk by faith at large on him ; when 
erace is drawn forth into exercife, and fpiritual 
knowledge is increafed, and they are delivered from 
their enemies; or, however, can look upon them 
as conquered ones, and are fure of victory over 
them, and at laft of an entire deliverance from 
them ; fee P/al. iv. 1.and xviii. 19. and cxviii. 5." 
¥. 9. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I amin 
trouble, &c.| A fudden change of cafe and frame 
this! and fo it is with the people of God, as foon 
as out of one trouble, they are in another; thefe 
; are. 
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are what até appointed for them, and'lie in their | fraid that he fhould do them any mifchiefs bu dey 
path-way to heaven, and are neceffary ; and under | W é afraid to own him, and to do him any fervice 
unlefs the fenfe is, that they were atraid’ that 
would befal him, that he fhould not efcape 
his life; which, though it may exprefs the af- 
feétionate concern of his friends, yet fhews the dan- 
ger he wasexpofed to. They that did fee me with- 
outs fled from me; as if he had fomething very 
peftilential and infeGtious abouthim. 

¥. 12. Lam forgotten as a dead man out of mind, 
&c.] Either by his friends, being out of fight, 
out of mind ; as even the neareft relations and ac- 
quaintance are, in procefs of time, when dead, _ 
Heel. ix. 5! or by the Lord; which fhews the weak- 
nefs of his faith; the uncomfortable frame he was 
in, through darknefs and defertion; fee Pjiut. 
Ixxxviii. 5. Jfa. xlix. 14—16: 1 am hike a broken 
veffél 5 or a perifbing veffel®, or a veffel of perdition *? 
the Septuagint verfion, renders it a loft veffel* 5 OBE” 


them it is quite right to betake themfelves to the 
Lord, who is a merciful God; and it is beft to caft | 
‘themfelves upon his | metcy,' having no merit of 
their.own to plead with him ; and they may freely 
tell him all their diftreffes, as the pfalmift here 
does, and hope for grace and mercy to help them 
in time of need. | Mine eye is confumed with grief , 
exprefled by tears; through! the multitude of 
which,’ by reafon of trouble, his’ fight was much 
hurt ; according to Farchi, thé word fignifies, that 
his fight was fo dim as is a man’s when he puts a 
glafs: before his eyes; to fee what is beyond the 
glafs: this fhews that the invention of fpectacles 
was before the year 1105; for in that year Farchi 
died; and proves it more early than by other wri- 
ter has pretended to*; for the commonly received 
opinion is, that they were invented at the latter end 
of the.13th, or beginning of the rath century ; but 
the apoftle, as 4-Lapide thinks, refpects them, in 1 
Cor. xiii.12/and they are mentioned by P/autus>,who 
lived alnsoft two hundred years before the birth of 
Chrift: the fame Farchi obferveson P/al. vi.7. Yea, 
my foul and my belly; perhaps he could not eat his 
food, or digett it, which brought upon:him inter- 
nal diforders, and even brought his foul or life into 
danger. i" 
. ys. 10. For my life is fpent with grief, and my 
years with fighing, &c.] Which fhews the conti- 
nuance of his troubles, and that his whole life had 
been; as it were, an uninterrupted feries of for- 
rows. My ftrength faileth becaufe.of mine iniquity ; 
this opens the fource and {pring of all his grief and 
trouble ; his ‘fin, and the fin of his nature, in 
which he was conceived and born; indwelling fin, 
which remained and worked in him; and it may 
be alfo, the fin of unbelief, which befet him, and 
prevailed in him, notwithftanding the inftances of 
divine goodnefs, the declarations of grace, the dif- 
coveries of love, and the exceeding great and pre- 
cious promifes he had made to him ;,as alfo his 
daily fins and infirmities, and very likely. fome 
great backflidings, which had brought grief 
of foul upon him, and which grief affected the 
feveral parts of his body. Sin was the canfe 
of the failure of natural ftrength in 4dam and his 
pofterity ; of difeafes and death, by which their 
ftrength is weakened in the way, and was the caufe 
of impairing moral ftrength in men to do that which 
is good, and has a very great influence on the fpi- 
ritual ftrength of the Lord’s people, in the exercife 
of grace... dud my bones are confumed; which are 
the firmeft and ftrongeft parts of the human body, 
and the fupport of it. « 

y. 11. [was a reproach ‘among all mine enemies, 
&c.] This is acommon cafe of the people of God; 
and though it may be the leaft of their afflictions, 
yet it is not grateful to the flefh; and it is as it is 
made : under.divine fupports faints rejoice, and take 
pleafure in reproaches, that they are counted wor- 
thy to bear. them, and efteem them as great 
riches; at other times they feize and feed upon 
their fpirits, and are ready to brealk their hearts. 
But efpecially among my neighbours; who knew him, 
and knew he did not deferve to be fo treated ; and 
who ought, as neighbours, to have loved him, and 
done all good offices to him; fo that this is an ag- 
gravation, both of their fin and his diftrefs. And 
a fear to mine acquaintance; not that they were a- 


like a broken veficl, which can never be put toge- 
ther again, J/a. xxx. 14. Fer. xix. 11. ey moft fad - 
apprehenfion he had of himfelf, as if his cafe was. 
delperate, and hea veflel of wrath; compare with , 
this Rom. ix. 22. . pes. ae 
| ¥.13. For [have heard the flander of many, Bec. }* 
Both enemies and neighbours. Fear was om every. 
fide; his enemies’ were a Magor Miffabib to him, 
Fer. xx. 3. encompafied him around, fo that he 
was in fear from every quarter.. While th Oh, 
counfél together againft me, how to apprehend him, . 
and what to do with him. . They dewjed to take a- 
way my life, nothing fhort of that would fatisfy 5 
but life is in the hand of God; men may devife, 
but God difappoints, and his counfel ftands; hence 
the pfalmift was encouraged, after all, to truft in, 
him, in this time of imminent danger, as fol- 
lows. ; er 
y.14. But I trufted in thee, O Lord, 8c.) His 
faith revived again under all the difcouraging views 
he had of things, and was exercifed upon the Lord; , 
lié committed himfelf to him, believing he was 
able.to help him in his.time of trouble, and deliver 
him. J /aid, Thou art my God; he claimed his co-- 
venant-intereft in him, and ufed it as an argument. 
with him to have regard unto him; and as a fap- 
port to his faith in his prefent diftrels sfee the note 


on Pfal. via. | a 

y. 15. My times are in thy hand, ate} ned 
not in the hand of His enemies 5 as his time of life 
and death, which was only by the direction and 
appointment of God, was in his power, and fixed 
by him; nor could his enemies take away. his life 
before his time, and without ,the will of his cove- 
nant-God: the time of his coming to the throne, 
and what was gone over him during his reign hi- 
therto, 1 Chron. xxix. 30. and all his times of. 
trouble in it; times of profperity and of adverfity 5. 
of darknefs, defertion, and temptation ; and of joy, 
peace, and comfort ; thefe were all in: nds of. 
the Lord, at his difpofe, and ordered, by hin 


good of his fervant, and for the glor of his own 


name ; and this was a quieti 
pfalmift under his prefent trials and exercifes ; the, — 
Targum is, the times of oh cohen ay aa 


from the band of mine enemies, a : 
perfecute me, a good tice, + many | emi ine 
even his very goodnefs creates him teatime ss 


* See Chambers’s Dictionary on the word Srecractes. > Vid. Ainfworth’s Lat. Dia, in voce Confpicill. & Pa 


rer, memorab, par. 2. tit. 15. & Salmuth, in ib. p. 268. © T9N 9D] ficut vas peri Coccelay 
er. periens, Montanus, Coccei 
ejerus. 4 So Ainfworth. ¢ V.L. Pagninus, Mulculus, Pifcator. —— 


entirely ufelefs, wholly loft, and irrecoyerably fo 5 “2 
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by words or deeds; and deliverance out of their 
hands is by the Lord, who fometimes gives his 
people reft from adverfity, and fuffers not the rod 
of the wicked to continue on them; and therefore 
it is beft to apply to him for it. SR 

' y¥. 16. Make thy face to fhine upon thy fervant, 
&c,] In which he prays for the gracious prefence 
of God, the manifeftations of himfelf unto him, 
the difcoveries of his love, the enjoyment of him 
in Chrift, communion with him, the comforts of 
his fpirit, and the joys of his falvation ; fee Numb. 
Vi. 25, 26. Save me for thy mercies fake; not for 
any merit and righteoufnefs of his own, but for the 
fake of the grace and goodnefs of the Lord; which 
is putting falvation, whether temporal or fpiritual, 
upon its right foot and foundation ; which is never 
wrought out by, or is for works of righteoufnefs 
done by men, but according to the grace and mer- 
cy of God. 

y¥. 17. Let me not be afoamed, O Lord, &c.] 
The fame petition asin y. 1. For I have called 
xpon thee ; who is nigh unto all that call upon him 
in truth, and is rich unto them, and has promifed 
‘to help and fave them; which fhould he not do, 
not only he would be made afhamed, but the pro- 
mife of God would feem to fail: for the pfalmift 
does not plead any duty of his, nor make a merit of 
his prayers; but hds refpect to the promife and 
faithfulnefs of God. Let the wicked be afbamed ; 
as they will be, fooner or later, of their wicked- 
nefs, and of their falfe truft and confidence; of their 
being incenfed againft Chrift, and their rage againft 
his people, and perfecution of them. And let them 
be filent in the grave; asall are that are there ; and 
the fenfe is, let them be brought to the grave, 
where they will be filent, or ceafe‘; that is, from 
their evil words and works, and particularly from 
troubling the faints, 70d iii. 17. 

y. 18. Let the lying lips be put to filence, &c.)} 
Being convicted of the lies told by them, and fo 
filenced and confounded ; or being cut off and de- 
ftroyed, as all fuch will be in the Lord’s own time, 
Pfal. xii. 3. It is very likely the pfalmift may have 
refpect either to Doeg the Edomite, who loved ly- 
ing rather than righteoufnefs; or to others that 
were about Sau/, who lying faid to him that David 
fought his hurt, even to take away his kingdom, 
and his life, P/al. lit. g. 1 Sam. xxiv.9. Which 
Speak grievous things proudly and contemptuoufly a- 
gainft the righteous ; meaning himfelf; not that he 
thoucht himfelf righteous in the fight of God by 
eny righteoufnefs of his own, but by the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift imputed to him; fee P/al. cxliii. 2. 
Rom. iv. 6. Though he may have regard here to 
the righteoufnefs of his caufe before men, and af- 

» fert himfelf righteous, as he might with refpect to 
the grievous things, the hard and lying fpeeches, 
which were fpoken againft him, in a proud, haughty 
and contemptuous manner. And it is no unufual 
thing for fuch falfe charges to be brought againift 
righteous men; nay fuch hard {peeches were fpoken 
by ungodly men againft Jefys Chrift the righteous, 
himfelf, Zude 15. The Yargum interprets it of 
reproaches. p 

y. 19. O bow great is thy goodnefs, &c.] Not 
the natural and effential goodnefs of God; for tho’ 
that is large and abundant, yea infinite, as every 
perfeétion of his is, yet it cannot with propriety be 
faid to be laid up and wrought out ; but rather the 


effeéts of his goodnefs, and not thofe which appear: 


in providence, for they, though very large and plen- 
teous, are common to all, and are not reftrained to 


£ Verbum eft E299 quod fignificat ceffare ab aliquo opere, vel fermone, Pfal, iv. 5. Gejerus. 
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them that fear the Lord, and truft in him ; but fuch 
as are difplayed in a way of fpecial grace and fa- 
vour to his own people, and which the pfalmift faw 
his intereft in and was affected with; and which fup- 
ported his faith under his prefent troubles, and ap- 
peared to be fo great both for quality and quantity, 
that he could not well fay how great the bleffings 
of his goodnefs were. Which thou baft laid up for 
them that fear thee; both grace and glory; the 
bleffings of grace were laid up in God’s heart, in 
his thoughts and purpofes, from everlafting ; and 
in Chrift, in whom the fulnefs of all grace dwells ; 
he was prevented with the blefflings of goodnefs, 
and his people were blefled in him with all fpiritual 
bleffings, and had all grace given them in him be- 
fore the world was; and thefe were likewife laid 
up in the covenant of grace, ordered in all things 
and fure; eternal glory is the hope and crown of 
righteoufnefs laid up in heaven, where it is referved 
for the faints who are heirs of it: and the laying 
up of all this goodnefs fhews it to be a treafure, 
riches of grace, and riches of glory ; and that it is 
an hidden treafure, and riches of fecret places, which 
are out of the view of carnal men, and_ not per- 
fectly feen and enjoyed by the people of God them- 
felves as yet; and alfo that it is fafe and fecure for 
them, and can never be loft; and it expreffes the 
paternal care of God, his great love and affection 
for them, to lay up fo early fo much goodnefs for 
them: and this is faid to be for them that fear 
him, not naturally but by his grace; for the fear 
of God is not in man naturally, but is put there by 
the grace of God ; and fuch who have it are thofe 
who are brought to a true fight and fenfe of fin, 
fo as to loath it and forfake it; for the fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil, and by it men depart from it, 
and becaufe of it cannot fin as others do; fuch have 
an humble fenfe of themfelves, their own infuffici- 
ency and weaknefs, and truft in the grace of God 
and righteoufnefs of Chrift; they have a filial re- 
verence of God, and worfhip him in fpirit and in 
truth; but now this fear of the Lord is not the 
caufe of goodnefs being laid up for themy for that 
only is the will of God; and befides the fear of 
God is a part of the goodnefs which is laid up in 
promife in the covenant of grace, Jer. xxxii. 39, 
40. and it is the goodnefs of God difplayed in the 
bleffings of it, fuch as pardon of fin, &c. which 
influences, promotes, and increafes the fear of God, 
Hof. iii. 5. Pfal. cxxx. 4. but, goodnefs being ma- 
nifefted to and beftowed upon them that fear the 
Lord, it appears eventually to be laid up for them. 
Which thou baft wrought for them that truft in thee, 
before the fons of men; by which may be meant the 
work of redemption, in which the goodnefs of 
God greatly appears; in calling and appointing. 
Chrift unto it, in fending him to effect it, in 
ftrengthening him as man and mediator to do it ; 
and in the work itfelf, in which many things are. 
wrought, the law is fulfilled, juftice fatished, a 
righteoufnefs brought in, peace made, pardon pro- 
cured, and everlafting falvation obtained. And 
whereas this is faid to be wrought for them that trujt 
in the Lord; it is not to be underftood as if truft- 
ing in the Lord was the caufe of this work being 
wrought out, which is the love of God and grace 
of Chrift ; but inafmuch as thofe that truft in the 
Lord have openly an intereft in redemption, and 
they that believe in Chrift fhall be faved ; there- 
fore it clearly appears in the iffue of things to be 
wrought out for them. The phrafe, before the fons 
of men, may be connected either with the goodnefs 

wrought, 
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wrought, and fo fi igtiifies that the work of redemp- 


tion was'done in a moft public manner, openly be- | 


fore mén, even the enemies of God’s people; nor 
was it in the power of men and devils to hinder it; 
or elfe with trufting in the Lord, and fo is expref- 
five of a public profeffion of faith and confidence 
in the Lord before men, which ought to be dane: 


good work of grace upon the foul; and the Lord’s 
fulfilling the good pleafure of ‘his goodne(s in the 
hearts of his people, and the work of faith: with 


power on them ; and alfo the many deliverances of 


them out of afflictions and temptations, and the 


many falvations from their enemies, he works for 


them in the earth, before the fons of men. 

¥. 20. Thou foalt bide them in the fecret of thy 
prefence, &c.] Thatis, thofe that fear the Lord 
and truft in him ; and therefore they are called his 
bidden ones, Pfaim Ixxxiii. 3. thefe the Lord pre- 
ferves in times of trouble and danger, and when his 
indignation is out againft others; and fo the Zar- 
LUM is, in the time of “thine anger; fee Ifa. xxvi. 20. 


the prefence of God is their protection, he himfelf 


is a wall of fire round about them, his favour com- 
pafies them as a fhield, and they are kept as in a 


garrifon by his power; fee P/fal. xci, 1. and that 
from the pride of ‘man, which otherwile would at 
once opprefs, bear them down, and deftroy them, 
Thou foalt keep them fecretly 
in @ pavilion from the firife of tongues, which are 
as a fharp fword, and from whence proceed de- 
vouring words, fuch contradiétion of: finners as 
Chrift endured ; not that the faints are kept free 
from the reproaches of men, from the lafh.of their 


Pfal. exxiv. 1—5. 


tongues, but from being hurt by them ; and fome- 
times through the ftrivings and contentions of men 


with one another, they privately efcape and are pre- 


ferved, as the apoftle Paul was, AZs xxiii. g, 10. 


y. 21. Bleffed be the Lord, &c.] A form of 


thank{giving, in which the pfalmift calls upon him- 
felf and others to blefs and praife the Lord for the 
fingular mercy granted him, exprefied in the next 
claufe; fee the note on Pfal. xviii. 46. for be 
bath foewed me his marvelous kindnefs in a ftrong 


city; either in the city Keilab, fo Farchi;:a city | 


which had gates and bars,’ where Sau/ithought he 
had David fafe, and he could not efcape his hands ; 
but sotwithftanding that, and though the inhabi- 
tants. of that place intended to deliver him up, yet 
he was matveloufly faved; as he alfo was from 
the Zipbites ; and when Saul and his army had en- 
compafied him about, by a furprizing incident, a 
mefienger coming to Saz/ juft as he was about to 
feize him, informing him that the Pbiifines had 
invaded the land, 1 Sam. xxiii. 7-29. Or the 
city of Ferufalem, which was fortified both by na- 
ture and art, whither he was brought and placed 
as king, and enjoyed reft from all his enemies 
round about him, 2 Se¢m.v.6—g. and vii. 1. Or 
this may {piritually defign the church of God, 

which is called.a ftrong city, being built. on Chrift 
the Rock, and having falvation for walls and bul- 
warks, J/@. xxvi. 1. where the Lord difplays his 
banner of love, makes difcoveries of his marvelous. 
kindnefs, and commands his bleffing for evermore. 

Some render it as in @ ftrong city*, and) take the 
fenfe to be, that he was fafe through the kindnefs 
of Ged thewed to him in the falvation of him, as 
if he was in a fortified city*, and this was marvel- 
ous in ‘his eyes, as every inftance of providential 
goodaefs isto the people of God ; ——s his 


- © WEB PS ut in civitate manita, Junius . pepe Pifcator ; a Mica, 


MMéciech ia foc, 


PSALMS. 


| arelbog, unchangeable, from ev erlaiting: 
lafting; and fo. wonderful and aftonifhingsand oF 
was hid in God until revealed ; and fometi 


moreover this goodnefs wrought may include the | manifeftations of it are withdrawn, and t is 


- ftowed, which occafion thankfulnefs. iA) oid 


-weaknefs and unbelief... , 


clofe with his people; thefe he not ¢ 


‘way ‘of fpecial grace; | bedcocim fea mh 


Pf. Kia. rea | 


loving+kindnefs fhewed in fpiritual: things, in. 

ing them in Chritt, faving them by him, x x 
them by his, Spirit, and taking ie 

ae ys .Which love i is free and fovercign, . 

to 


eg the 


fhewed again, and. frefh difcoveries of it ASR 
and effects of it applied, and the ees 


y. 22. For I faidin my. hafte, &e.] 
made hafte to get away for fear of Saul . 
xxiii. 20. and fo the Targum renders it, F fe i 
I fought to flee away; or elfe he faid this 
and rafhly, in the hurry of his mind, eae in i 
utmoft contufion and diftrefs, as in P/al, cxvi. 11, 
Tam cut off from befare thine eyes, ‘his calev was very 
bad, he was reduced to the utmoft extremi , and | 
his faith was as low; he thought it was all. 
with him, and there was no way oF efcape, cor pe 


of it ;,and that he was dike a branch cat- oY: 
the houfe of God, and: from communion with he 


to be caft into the fire; that he was cut of 


that he would never look upon him, mare, and he 


fhould. never; enjoy his, prefence <, this: inftanc € of , 
weaknefs and unbelief is mentioned to ite he 
goodnefs of God, and to make his. kin 
to be the more marvelous;i in the falvation, , 
fo fometimes the Lord tuffers his people.t 
the utmoft diftrefs, and their faith.to beat the | 
eft ebb, when he appears, to their help,, and in 
it manifeft that their falvation i is by his 
and of his own good will, and not by 1 

any goodnefs of theirs. Nevertbelefs, thou. 
the voice of my fupplications when cried 1 unite. 
for though faith was very low, and unbelief ftrong 
ly prevailed, yet he was not fo far gone.as to ng. 
off praying; for though he faw no age way o 
efcape, and. feared the Lord would take no notice 
of him; yet he knew. that nothing was. ppaiine 
with wit and therefore he ftill looked up to 

as Jonah did when he thought, himfelf in a ‘like 


condition, Fonah it. 4. and fuch was the grace and 


goodnefs of God, that he did not defpife but re- 
gard his, prayer, ‘though attended with fo, smauch 


y. 23..0.love the Lord, 
To whom his goodnels ex re 
with the bleffings of his grace, as peace, 
and righteoufnels 5 ; and who il ti; 
fied by his Spirit, and have. principles of gnac 
holinefs, wrought in their hearts: thefe, ¢ 


of them, are called upon to love the Lord, havi 
that grace implanted in their fouls; that is, 


prefs it, not by words, but by. eat under.a ; 


of the love and kindnefs of God to them ;. fale 
Reto re eee 


join with the pfalmift in an.a 
of him; truft in him, and thankfulne 


account of his marvelous ki s 
For the Lord preferveth, the faithful 
in him, believe in C 

word and ordinances, bile yak 


to hig 
thewec 
: 


ina providential way, but he preferves em. in 7 


the Targum; from the evil. of fing. de a in é 
and final falling away by its, fron he evil of the 
world, fo.as not to body wn of from Chrift and his 
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and his temptations; and thefe are preferved fafe 
to the kingdom and glory of Chrift, by the mighty 
power of God: fome render the words, the Lord 
keepeth faithfulnefs' 5 he will. never fuffer his own 
faithfulnefs to fail; he is a covenant-keeping God, 
and is always true to his word and promife. Aud 
plentifully rewardeth the proud doer; fuch as all 
felf-righteous perfons are, and all that {peak griev- 
ous things proudly and contemptuoufly againft the 
truly righteous, ¥. 18. who bear hard upon them, 
and opprefs them; and fuch as antichrift and his 
party, who exalts himfelf above all that is called 
God; but in what thofe deal proudly, God is a- 
bove them, an over-match for them, and he fets 


. 
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-himfelfagainft them; he refifts them; and will re- 
ward them according to their works. 

W. 24. Be of good courage, and be fhall ftrengthen 
your heart, 8c.) See the note on Pfal. xxvii. 14. 
by this inftance of God’s wonderful kindnefs to, the 
plalmift, he would have the faints take heart, and 
be of good chear, even in, the greateft diftrefles, 
fince their cafe cannot be worfe than his was ; and 
yet he had deliverance out of it. All ye that hope 
in the Lord for the eye of the Lord is on fuch, and 
he takes delight in them, P/a/. xxxiii, 18. and cxlvii, 
vi. TheZargum is, who hope for, or trujft in: the 
word of the Lordy the eflential Word, the promifed 
Meffiah, 


PSALM XXXIh 
A pfalm of David, Matfchil. 


HISis the firft of the pfalms that bears this 

title: fome think it is the name of a mufical 
inftrument, on which this pfalm was fung; others 
the firft word of a fong, to the tune of which it was 
fung, as Aben Ezra; fome fay, it is fo called, be- 
caufe it was explained by an interpreter, as Farchi 5 
and the Rabbins * fay, thatevery pfalm that is call- 
ed Ma/febil, was dictated by an interpreter : the Zar- 
gum venders it a good underftanding ; and the word 
properly fignifies inftrudion, or caufing to under- 
ftand’; and it may be the apoftle has fome reference 
tq this title in 1 Cor. xiv. 15. Itis an inftructive 
pfalm ; a didafcalic ode, as Fumius renders it : it 
gives an account how the pfalmift was inftructed 
under a difpenfation of providence; and was brought 
to a fenfe of fin, and acknowledgment of it; and 
was favoured with a difcovery of pardoning grace, 
and init he takes upon him to inftruct others, y. 8, 
g. and does inftruct in the doctrine of the pardon of 
fin by the grace of God. 


¥. 1. Bleffed is he whofe tranfereffion is forgiven, 
&c.}] Or lifted up™; bore and carried away : fin 
is a tranfgreffion of the law; the guilt of it charged 
upon the conicience of a finner is a heavy burden, 
too heavy for him to bear, andthe punifhment of 
it is intolerable: forgivenefs is»a removal of fin, 
guilt, and punifhment. Sin was firft taken off, 
and transferred from the finner to Chrift, the furety; 
and was laid upon him really and judicially, as the 
fins of the people of J/rael were put upon the {cape- 
goat typically; and was bore by him, both guilt 
and punifhment, and taken away, finifhed, and 
made an end of; and by the application of his blood 
and facrifice, it is taken away from the finner’s 
con{cience ; it is caufed to pafs from him, and is re- 
moved afar off, as far as the eaft is from the weft ; 
it is fo lifted off from him as to give him eafe and 
peace, and fo as never to return to the deftruction 
of him ; wherefore fuch a man is a happy man ; he 
has much peace, comfort, calmnefs, and ferenity of 
mind now, can appear before God with intrepidity, 
and ferve him without fear; no bill of indiét- 
ment can hereafter be found againft him ; no 
charge will be exhibited, and fo no condemnation 
tohim, ‘The fame is exprefled, though in diffe- 
rent words, in the next claufe. 
ed not by himfelf, by any works of righteoufnefs 
done by him ; for thefe are a covering too narrow ; 


1 [3/IWIN fidelitatem, Gejerus; or fidelities, Ainfworth. 
erudiens, Mufculus, Munfter, Vatablus, Montanus; informans, Gejerus; an infruing pfalm, Ainfworth, 
NW) clevavit quandoque idem eft ac condonavit, Gejerus ; *1WY ablata eft, Pifcator, Cocceins. 


Pifcator ; cogitando reputavit, Gejerus ; fo Ainfworth, 


Whofe fin is cover-. 


nor by excufes and extenvations ; for profperity 
and happinefs do not attend fuch a conduct, Prov: 
XXvVili, 13. but by Chrift; he is the mercy-feat, 
the covering of the Law; who is the covert of his 
people from the curfes of it, and from the ftorm 
of divine wrath and vengeance, due to the tranf 
greffions of it; his blood is the purple covering of 
the chariot, under which the faints ride fafe to-hea- 
ven; the lines of his blood are drawn over erimfon 
and fcarlet fins, by which they are blotted out, and 
are not legible ; and’ being clothed with the robe 
of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, all their fins are covered 
from the eye of divine juftice ; not from the eye of 
God’s omnifcience, which fees the fins of all.men, 
and beholds thofe of his own people; and which he 
takes notice of, and corrects for, in a fatherly way. 
but from vindictive juftice, they are fo hid as nat 
to be imputed and charged, nor the faints to be con- 
demned for them; fuch are unblameable and un- 
reproveable in the fight of God, and are all fairin 
the eyes of Chrift; and their fins are caufed to pafs 
away from themfelves, and they have no more fight 
and confcience of them; and tho’ fought for at the 
laft day, they will not be found and brought to 
light, nor be feen by men or angels, ‘There is 
fomething. unfeemly, impure, naufeous, abomi- 
nable, and provoking in fin; which will not bear 
to be feen by the Lord, and therefore mutt be co- 
vered, or the finner can never ftand in his prefence 
and be happy. . ; 
Wi. Buf ed is the mantowhom the Lord imput- 
eth not iniquity, 8cc.) Or does not think of us 
with refpeét unto men, at leaft to the hurt.of them 3 
his thoughts are thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil; their fins and iniquities he remembers no 
more; he does not charge them, with them, he 
does not reckon them, or place them to their ac- 
count, having imputed them to his Son; fee 2 Cor. 
v.19. The apoftle Paw/ interprets this as inclufive 
of the imputation of righteoufnefs without works,; 
even of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, in which the 
bleflednefs of a man lies, Rom. iv. 6-8. forfuch 
an one is accepted with God, is juftified in his 
fight, and is fecure from condemnation and wrath; 
it is well with him at all times, in life, at. death, 
and at judgment ; he is an heir of eternal life, will 
enter into it, and be for ever glorified. And iz 
whofe fpirit there is no guile; for being thoroughly 
convinced of fin, he is fincere in his repentance for 
b yqae s F oth ase . ry 
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it, without deceit and hypocrify in his confeffion of 
it; as David, the apoftle Paul, and the publican 
were, when they acknowledged themfelves finners ; 
his faith, in looking to Chrift for pardon and righ- 
teoufnefs, is from the heart, and is unfeigned, and 
fo is his profeffion of it before God, angels, and 
men; and whatever hypocrify and guile are remain- 
ing in the old man, there is none in the new fpi- 
rit put into him; in the new man, which is created 
in him, and which finneth not : as the other phrafes 
are expreffive of pardon and jutftification, this points 
at internal fantification, and which ferves to com- 
pleat the defcription of the happy man; fuch an 
one as David himfelf was; and this happinefs he 
illuftrates from his own experience in the following 
verfes. 

y. 3. When I kept filence, &c.] Was unthought- 
ful of fin, unconcerned about it, and made no ac- 
knowledgment and confeffion of it to God, being 
quite fenfelefs and ftupid’; the Zargum adds, from 


the words of the law; which feems to point at fin | 


as the caufe of what follows. My bones waxed old ; 
through my roaring all the day long; not under a 
fenfe of fin, but under fome fevere affliction, and 
through impatience in it; not confidering that fin 
Jay at the bottom, and was the occafion of it; and 
fuch was the violence of the diforder, and his un- 
eafinefs under it, that his ftrength was dried up by 
it, and his bones ftuck out as they do in aged per- 
fons, whofe flefh is wafted away from them; fee 
Pfal, ci. 3, 5- 
y¥. 4. For day and night thy band was heavy up- 
on me, &c.] Meaning the afflicting hand of God, 
which is not joyous, but grievous, and heavy to be 
borne ; efpecially without his gracious prefence, and 
the difcoveries of his love: this continued night and 
day, without any intermiffion; and may defign 
fome violent diftemper; perhaps a fever ; fince it 
follows, My moisture is turned into the drought of 
-fummer. Selab. that is, the radical moifture in 
him was almoft dried up, as brooks in the fummer- 
feafon; his body was parched, as it were, with the 
burning heat of the difeafe; or with an apprehen- 
fion of the wrath of God under it, or both: and 
fo he continued until he was brought to a true fenfe 
of fin, and an acknowledgment of it, when he had 
the difcoveries of pardoning love, as is exprefied in 
the next verfe. The Septuagint, and Vulgate Latin 
verfions read, I am turned into diftrefs, through a 
-thorn being fixed, and fo Apollinarius paraphrafes 
the words, ** I am become miferable, becaufe 
“* thorns are fixed in my fkin;” reading pyp for 
7p; and which Suidas® interprets fin, that being 
dike the thorn, unfruitful and pricking; fee 2 Cor. 
xii. 7- 
¥ 5. I acknowledged my fin unto thee, &c.| The 
fin of Adam, in which he was concerned ; original 
fin, the corruption of his nature, the fin that dwelt 
in him, his private and fecret fins, which none 
knew but God and himfelf; even all his fins, 
which were many, with all their aggravated cir- 
cumftances ; wherefore he ufes various words to 
exprefs them by, in this and the following claufes; 
as fin, iniquity, and tranfgreffions; the fame that 
are ufed in the doétrine of pardon in the preceding 
verfes; his confeffion being of the fame extent with 
ardon : and all thefe he calls his own; as nothing 
i more a man’s own than his fins are; and thete 
the pfalmift acknowledged to the Lord; or made, 
or will make known? to him: not that any fin is 
unknown to God, even the moft fecret ones; but 
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they may be faid to be made known to God, when 
a finner makes a fincere and hearty acknowledg- 
ment of them before him, and exprefles his own 
fenfe of them ; how that they are with him, and 
ever before him, what knowledge rather he has 
of them, how much he is affected with them, and 
concerned for the commiffion of them; and fuch 
an acknowledgment the Lord expeéts and requires 
of his people, Fer. iii. 12,13. And mine iniquity 
have I not bid; by retaining it as a fweet morfel 
under his tongue; for he not only acknowledged 
it, but forfook it; or by not confeffing it, as 4- 
chan ; for non-confeflion of fin is hiding it; or by 
denying it, as Gebazi, Ananias and Sappbiras or 
by palliating and extenuating it; or by cafting the 
blame on others, as did Adam and his wife; fee 
Fob xxxi. 33. or by covering it with a guife of 
fanctity and religion. J faid, I will confefs my 
tran[grefiions unto the Lord, not unto men, though 
in fome cafes confeffion of fin is to be made to men; 
a confeffion of it in general is to be made to the 
churches, and adminiftrators of ordinances, in or- 
der to admiffion into a church-ftate, and to the or- 
dinances of Chrift, Matth. iti. 6. As it. 37, 41- 
and in cafe of private offences, faults are to be con- 
fefied one to another, and forgivenefs granted ; and 
in-cafe of public offences, a confeffion fhould be 
made to a church publickly ; partly for the fatis- 
faction of the church, and partly for the glory of 
divine grace; but confeffion is not to be made to 
a prieft, or toa perfon in a minifterial charaéter, in 
order for abfolution ; but to the Lord only, againft 
whom fin is committed, and who only can pardon 
it; and this the pfalmift faith in his heart he would 
do, and did do it; he not only confefled faéts, but 
the fault of them, with their evil circumftances, 
and that he juftly deferved punifhment for thems 
and this he did from his heart, with abhorrence of 
the fins committed by him, and in faith, with a 
view to the pardoning mercy of God in Chrift. 
And thou forgaveft the iniquity of my fin. Selab. 
that is, either the guilt of his fin, which he took 
away from him; or the punifhment of it, which 
he delivered him from : moreover, this phraf may 
denote the exceeding finfulnefs of fin, and fo may 
both exprefs the fenfe which the pfalmift had of it, 
and exalt the grace of God in the forgivenefs of it 
by which muft be meant, a frefh manifeftation, 
and application of pardon to his foul: now, when 
confeffion of fin, and remiffion of it, are thus -put 
together, the fenfe is not that confeffion of fin is the 
caufe of pardon ; it -is not the moving caufe of it, 
that is the grace and mercy of God; nor the pro- 
curing and meritorious caufe of it, that is the blood 
of Chrift: it is not for the fake of a finner’s con- 
féffion of fin, but for Chrift’s fake, that fin is for- 
given; but this is the way in which it is enjoyed; 
and fuch as truly repent of fin, and fincerely con- 
fefs it, are the perfons to whom the Lord mani- 
fefts his forgiving love; fuch may expect it, Prov, 
XXVill. 13. 1 Fobni. g. 

¥. 6. For this fball every one that is godly pray 
unto thee, &c,] Meaning either, that the fuccefs 
he had met with in acknowledging his fin, would 
encourage others alfo to take a like ftep, and make 
their fupplications to the Lord alfo; or that every 
godly perfon fhould pray to God for the fame blefs- 
ing of pardoning grace likewife. Pardon of fin is 
to be prayed for; not only Mojés, David, Daniel, 
and other Old Teftament-faints, prayed for it; but 
Chrift has direéted his difciples and followers, wy 
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and that both in his houfe below, where the faints, 
his loving people and faithful fubjeéts, would join — 
with him, in the midft of whom he fhould ftand 
encompafied with their fongs of praife ; or in heaven 
above, where he fhould fing the fong of Mojes, 
and of the Lamb, and be furrounded with the hal- 
lelujahs of angels and glorified faints; Aben Ezra 
interprets thefe fongs of the voices of angels. 

¥. 8. I will instruct thee, &c.) Or caufe thee 
to underftand*, Thefe are by many thought to be 
the words of the Lord, who gives.to a man an un- 
derftanding of {piritual things ; he inftruéts by his 
providence, and even by afflictive difpenfations of 
providence; and by his word, which is written for 
the learning of men, and is profitable for doétrine 
and inftruction in righteoufnefs ; and by the minif- 
ters of it, who are therefore called inftructors in 
Chrift; and by his Spirit, when he inftructs ef- 
feétually and to purpofe; by him he inftructs men 
in the knowledge of themfelves, and of himfelf in 
Chrift, and of peace, pardon, righteoufnefs and 
falvation by Chrift; and leads into all truth as it is 
in Jefus; and opens the underftanding, to under- 
{tand the fcriptures, and the doétrines contained in 
them. nd teach thee in the way which thou fhalt 
go; the path of duty, from whence men are apt to 
wander; when the Lord hedges up the way they 
would go with thorny providences, and by his mi- 
nifters, word and Spirit, directs them in the right 
way; faying, this is the way, walk in it; and the 
way of truth, which is clearly pointed to in the 
fcriptures of truth, and by the Spirit of truth ; and 
alfo the way of life and falvation by Chrift, reveal- 
ed in the gofpel, and which the preachers of it. 
fhew to the fons of men. J will guide thee with 
mine eye; as a mafter guides his fcholar; or as 
mine eye’ with as much care and tendernefs as if 
thou wert the apple of mine eye; fee Deut. xxxii. 
10. Zech, ii. 8. or the words may be rendered, I 
will counfel, or give counfel,; as he does, who is 
wonderful in counfel, and that by his Son, who is 
the wonderful Counfellor, and by his word and tef- 
timonies, which are the delight of his people, and 
the men of their counfel ; Mine eye is upon thee*; 
as the eye of the Lord is upon the righteous, to 
watch over them for good, to provide for them, 
guide and direct them. Thefe words may very 
well be confidered as the words of David, in which 
he determines to act a part, agreeable to the title of 
the pfalm, Ma/cbil ; which fignifies inftruéting, or 
caufing to underftand; and as he thought himfelf 
bound in duty to do, under the influence of the 
grace and mercy he had received from the Lord, 
‘in the forgivenefs of his fins; and which heelfewhere 
refolved to doin a like cafe, and which is an in- 
{tance parallel.to this, P/al. li. 12. he here pro- 
mifes to in/trué? men in the way of attaining to the 
bleffednefs he had been fpeaking of, by directing 
them to take the fteps he did; namely, to go to 
the Lord, and acknowledge and confefs their fins 
before him, when they might expect to find par- 
doning mercy and grace, as he did ; and to teach 
them the way of their duty upon this, to fear the 
Lord and his goodnefs, and to ferve him in righ- 
teoufnefs and holinefs all the days of their lives ; 
and to guide them with bis eyes by declaring to 
them the gracious experiences he had been favour- 
ed with, by telling them what he himfelf had feen 
and known. 


der the gofpel-difpenfation, to do the'fame, Luke 
xi. 4. and which muft be underftood of praying for 
the manifeftation of it to their confciences ; for God 
has by one eternal act forgiven all trefpaffes at once, 
for Chrift’s fake; nor can any new act of pardon 
arife in the mind of God, ora frefh one pafs in the 
court of heaven, nor the blood of Chrift be fhed 
again for the remiffion of it. Moreover, godly 
men will, in this fenfe, pray for it, as they have 
daily occafion todo: a godly man is a man that is 
Created after the image of God, is born of him, and 
is poflefied of internal, powerful godlinefs, and has 
all things pertaining to it; and particularly has a 
godly forrow for fin, and the fear of God in his 
heart, and before his eyes: and fuch a man is a 
praying one; having the fpirit of grace, he has the 
fpirit of fupplication, and prays with the fpirit and 
with the underftanding; and his praying for the 
pardon of fin fhews that he is not without it, but 
daily commits it, and fo needs frefh difcoveries of 
forgiving love: and which he prays for in a time 
when thou mayft be found, which is to be under 
ftood, not of any particular ftated times of prayer, 
as morning, noon, and night; for the throne of 
grace is always open, and God is to be found, and 
grace and mercy with him at all times; and much 
lefs does this refpeét a day of grace for particular 
perfons, which, if improved, and the opportunity 
taken, they may have pardon but if neglected till 
it is over, then there is no pardon for them ; for 
there is no fuch day of grace: the whole gofpel- 
difpenfation is a day of grace ; and that will not be 
over until all the eleé&t of God are gathered in ; and 
until then it is, and will be, now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of falvation ; but it defigns 
a time of need, of foul-diftrefs, in which, when 
perfons call upon God in truth, and feek him with 
their whole heart, he is found by them, and they 
find grace and mercy with him to relieve them in 
their diftrefs ;\the Targum is, ** in an acceptable 
“‘ time.” Surely in the floods of great waters they 
Jeall not come nigh unto him thatis, unto the godly 
man ; not but that afflictions, which are comparable 
to great floods of waters, do reach godly perfons , 
but not fo as to overwhelm them and deftroy them ; 
they are delivered out of them. The phrafe feems 
to denote fafety in the greateft calamities; that 
though even a deluge of vengeance and awful judg- 
ments fhould come upon the world, yet the godly 
man is fafe ; his place is the munition of rocks ; 
he is in. the hands of Chrift, and is inclofed in the 
arms of everlafting love, from whence he can ne- 
ver be taken by men or devils: the Targum inter- 
prets thefe waters of many people ; and adds, {fo as 
to do any evil, or burt. 
¥. 7. Thou art my biding-place, 8&c.] In time 
of trouble; fee P/a/. xxvii. 5. fo Chrift is faid to 
be, J/a. xxxii. 2. Thou pee alert me from trou- 
dle; not from having it; for in this world the 
faints muft have tribulation, and through it enter 
the kingdom, but from being fwallowed up with 
it; the-Lord will bring them fafe out of it, and of 
them it fhall be faid, ¢hefe are they that came out 
of great tribulation, Rev. vii. 14. Thou foalt com- 
pafs me about with fongs of deliverance. Selab, or 
gird with gladnefs, as in P/a/. xxx. 11. the mean- 
ing is, that God would give him abundant reafon 
for praife and thankfulnefs ; and an opportunity of 
attending him with fongs of praife for deliverance 
out of the hands of his enemies, and from trouble ; 
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¥. 9! Be ye not as the borfe, or asthe mule; which 
have no underftanding, &c.| The defign of this ex- 
hortation is to direct men how to behave under the 


inftructions given; not as brutes, which have no: 


rational faculties, but as men; that they fhould not 
thew themfelves thoughtlefs, ftupid, and unteach- 
able, as thefe animals, or worle than they. nor 


ftubborn and obftinate, refractory and untractable,. 


refolving not to be taught, ftopping the ear, and 


pulling away the fhoulder; nor ill-natured and) 


. mifeHievous ; not only hating inftruction, cafting 
away the Law of the Lord, but kicking and fpurn- 
ing at, and perfecuting fuch who undertake to in- 


ftruct them ; as thefe creatures fometimes attempt 


to throw their riders, and when down) kick’ at 
them. Whofe mouth muft be held in with bit and 
bridle, lest they come near unto thee; to-do-mif- 
chief, bite or kick ; or becau/e they do' not come near 
to thee*; and that they may come near, and. be 
brought into fubjection, and become obedient; 
therefore fuch methods are. ufed; fee fam. iii. 2. 
there is in the words a tacit intimation; that men 
are commonly, and for the moft part, like thefe 
creatures, {ftupid, ftubborn, and mifchievous; and 
therefore fevere methods are ufed by the Lord, fore 
chaftenings, to humble and inftruct them ; fee Fer. 
xxxi. 18, 19. the mule, more efpecially, is remark- 
able for its ftupidity"; and though the horfe is do- 
cible, yet he is fometimes ftubborn and refractory. 

¥. 10. Many forrows fhall be to the wicked, 8c. } 
Who will not be inftru€ted and reformed, but are 
like the horfe and mule, without underftanding ; 
many outward forrows or afflictions attend them ; 
loathfome and confuming difeafes come upon their 
bodies, by intemperance and debauchery; and they 
and their families are brought to a piece of bread, 
through their vicious courfes ; and inward forrows, 
horror. and terror of mind feize them, when their 
confciences are at any time awakened, and are open 
to conviction ; when a load of guilt lies on them, 
what remorfe of confcience do they feel? and what 
fevere reflections do they make? and how are they 
pierced through with many forrows? And though 
indéed, for the moft part, wicked men have their 
good things in this life, and are in profperous cir- 
cumftances, and are not in trouble, as other men; 
yet what they have is with a curfe; and they have 
no true peace, pleafure, and fatisfaction in what 
they enjoy ; they are under the wrath of God, and 
the curfes of a righteous Law ; and everlafting de- 
{truétion is prepared for them in the other world, 
when they will have many forrows indeed ; their 
wortn will not die, and the fire of divine fury will 
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HOUGH this pfalm has no title to it, it 
feems to be a pfalm of David, from the flile 

and matter of it; arid indeed begins with the fame 
words with which the preceding pfalm is ended. 
Theodoret is of opinion it was written by David as a 
prophecy concerning Hezekiah, as a fong to be 
fung by the peopleatter the deftruction of the 4/y- 


rian army. 


y. 1. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous, &c.] 
See the note on Pfa/. xxxii. 11. For praife is come- 
ly for the upright; it becomes them; it is their 
duty; they are bound unto it by the mercies and 


favours. they have received: fhould they not give. 
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not be, quenctied ; there will be for ever indignas 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguifh, upon eve~ 
ry foul of'man that does evil. But he that trufleth 
inthe Lord not’ in his wealth and. riches, in his’ © 
wifdom and ftrength,. in. himfelf, and his own 
righteoufnefs ;, for fuch, are wicked perfons; but 
in ‘the Lord: in his righteoufnefs to juftify him,, 


in his blood to pardon him, in his {trength tofup- 


port him, and in his grace to fupply him with eve- 
ry thing neceflary: for him. Mercy foall compafs. 
him about ; not only follow him and overtake him, 
but furround him; he fhall be crowned with lov- 
ing-kindnefs and tender» mercies: the phrafe de- 
notes the abundance of mercies that fhall be beftow- 
ed upon him here and hereafter, as both grace and — 
lor y. ‘ ; 
3 ¥. 11, Begladin the Lord, &c.) The Targum 
renders it, in the word of the Lord; in Chrift the 
effential words in him as the Lord their righteouf 
nefs, and becaufe of his righteoufnefs imputed te 


them, by which: they become righteous ; and in 


him: as their Saviour and Redeemer, and becaufe of 


_the falvation which he has wrought out for them ¥ 


fee Ifa. \xi10. And rejoice, ye righteous ; im the 
Lord;as before ; for this is not avcarnal, but fpi- 
ritual joy, which is here exhorted to, ‘the fame. as 
in Phil. iv. 4. and righteous ones who are: excited 
to it, are fuch who are not righteous. in appear= 
ance only, or in theirown conceit, or by the deeds 
of the Law, .or in and of themfelves ; for there is 
none righteous this way : but who are made righ 
teous by the obedience of Chrift, and are righteous- 
nefs itfelf in him; under a fenfe of which grace 
they live foberly, rightéoufly and godly; and thefe 
have great reafon to rejoice and be glad. » And /hout 
for joy all ye that are upright in beart; who. have 
the truth of grace, and the root of the matter in. 
them, oil in the veffels of their hearts, with their 
lamps ; whofe faith is .unfeigned, whofe hope is 
without hypocrify; and whofe love is without dif- 
fimulation; and who worfhip the Lord in fpirit and» 
in truth, and draw nigh to him with true hearts, 
and call upon him in the fimplicity of them; thefe. 
ought to rejoice, and even fhout for joy, becaufe. 
of the grace that is wrought in them, and beftow- 
ed upon them, and the glory they fhall be parta- 
kers of ; for both grace and glory are given to 
thefe, and no good thing is withheld from them ;. 
the end of thefe upright fouls is peace; and when — 
they have done their work, they fhall lie down and ~ 
reft in their beds, and each one fhall walk in his 

uprightnefs, P/al, Ixxxiv. 11. and xxxvii. 37. Ja, 
Wik 2-2 nt : 


* 


e - 


, : f Jat ae 
praife to God, the ftones of the wall would cry 
out, and rebuke them for their ingratitude: it is 
beautiful, and looks lovely in them; it is an or- 
nament to them, and is, in the fight of God, of 
great efteem: it is. very acceptable to him; and 
when grace is in exercife, and their hearts in tune, 
being fenfibly touched and imprefied with the good- 
nefs of God, it is defireable by them, and is plea- 
fant and delightful tothem. © 62, 

y. 2. Praife the Lord with barp, &c.J. An 
inftrument David was well fkilled in the ufe of, - 
the inventer of which was Fubal, Gen. iv. 21. 
Sing unto him with the pfaltery; the name of this — 
inftrument is in the Hebrew language mebel:-the 
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account which Yo/ephus” gives of this, and of the 
former, is, ‘“ the harp is extended with ten ftrings, 
* and is ftricken with a quill; the abla, or pfal- 


** tery, has twelve founds, and is played. upon with 


<¢ the fingers ;” fome make this and the next to be 


the fame, And an inStrument-of ten Strings; and 


read them together thus, wth the pfallery. of ten 
rings; and fo the Targum, Septuagint, and other 
verfions*:, but it feems, from Fo/epbus. that it was 
not a ftringed inftrument, but had holes, and thofe 
twelve; and befides is diftinguifhed. from the in- 
ftrument of ten ftrings, P/a/. xcil. 3.. it was in. the 
form of a bottle, from whence it had its name: 

¥. 3. Sing unto him a new fong, &c.], One newly 
compofed on account of late. mercies received;. and 
‘ as the mercies of God are new every morning, there 
ought to be a daily fong of praife to him; and, fo 
a new fong is a continual fong, as Chrift is called 
the new and living way, Heb. x. 20. becaufe he is 
the ever-living way ; or the conftant and.only one, 
which always was, is, and will be. Or it may de- 
note fome famous and excellent. fong, asa new 
name is an excellent name, an unknown and un- 
{peakable one ; fee Rev. ii. »7. compared with Rev. 
xiv. 2, 3. or refpect may be had to the New Tefta- 
ment-difpenfation, in which old things are pafled 
away, ahd all things become new ; a new covenant 
is exhibited, a new and living way opened, and new 
ordinances inftituted, and at the end of it there will 
be new heavens and a new earth; and fo here is a 
few fong made mention of, as fuited to it. Play 
frilfully with a loud voice; either with the quill up- 
on the harp, and the inftrument of ten ftrings; or 
with the fingers upon the pfaltery, at the fame time, 
vocally, and aloud, exprefling the new fong. 

 ¥.4. For the word of the Lord is right, &c.] 

‘The revealed word of God: the law of God is right; 
its precepts are holy, juft and good ; its fanction or 
penalty is righteous; it is impartial unto all; it is 
juft in condemning the wicked, and in acquitting 
believers on the account of, Chrift’s perfeé&t righte- 
oufnefs, by which it is magnified and made hon- 
ourable : the gofpel-part of the word is right ; it 
publiffies right and good things; it directs to the 
right way, to heaven and happinefs; it makes men 
right when it works effectually in them; it engages 
them to walk in right ways; and its doétrines are 
right or plain to them that have a fpiritual under- 
ftanding given them ; and all this is matter of joy 
and praife. And all bis works are done in truth ; 
his works of creation are done in the truth of things, 
with the utmoft exadtnefs and accuracy, and are a 
wonderful difplay of his power, wifdom, and good- 
nefs; his works of providence are according to the 
counfel of his own will, and are done in the wifeft 
and beft manner; and his work of redemption is a 
proof of his veracity and faithfulnefs to his cove- 
nant-oath and promife ; and his work of grace up- 
on the hearts of his people, is truth in the inward 
parts ; and which, as he has promifed to carry on 
and finifh, he is faithful and will do it; in fhort, 
his way of acting both towards the godly and un- 
godly, agrees with his promifes to the one, and his 
threatnings to the other, and fo is in truth; and 
the whole of this is a reafon why the faints fhould 
praife the Lord. 

y¥. 5. He loveth righteoufnefs and judgment, &c.] 
Or righteous judgment’; he delights in the admi- 
niftration of it himfelf, er. ix. 24. and he is well 
pleafed with acts of righteoufnefs done by others, 


when done according to his word, from love to 
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him, by faith in him, and-with a view to his glo- 
ry; efpecially he loves the righteoufnefs of his Son, 
being) fatisfactory to his law and juftice, and his 
people, as clothed with it; and he delights'in the 
condemnation of fin in the flefh of Chrift; and in 
the righteous judgment of the world, and the prince 
of it, by Chrift. . The earth is full of the goodnefs of 
the Lord; of the providential goodnefs of God, of 
which al] ‘creatures. partake; and of the fpecial 
goodnefs or grace of God manifefted in Chrift Je- 
{us 5 it was tull of it particularly when Chrift was 
here on earth, who is full of grace and truth; and 
when the gofpel of the grace of God was preached 
every where by his apoftles, according to his order, 
and appeared to all men and fo it will be efpeci- 
ally in the latter day, when multitudes will be called 
by grace and converted, and when the earth will 
be tull of the knowledge of the Lord; and ftill 
more when it will become a new earth wherein only 
righteous men will dwell. 

¥. 6. By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made, &c.| The aerial and ftarry heavens, and 
the heaven of heavens, the third heaven, the feat of 


the divine majefty, and the habitation of angels and 


glorified faints; thefe were made even out of no- 


| thing, not out of any pre-exiftent matter, nor were 


they eternal; and being made are creatures, and fo 


‘not to be worfhipped, neither they nor their: hofts 
|after mentioned; angels, fun, moon, and ftars, 


thefe were made by the word of God, the effential 
Word of God, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who often 
goes by this name, Fohbmi. 1, 14.. Heb. iv: 12. 
1 Johny. 7. Rev, xix. 13. and very fitly agrees 
with him, who fpoke for all his people in the coun- 
cil and covenant of grace, and undertook to be their 
furety ; is the Word fpoken of by all the holy pro- 
phets fince the beginning of the world ; is the in- 
terpreter of his Father’s mind and will, of which 
he mutt be capable, fince he lay in his bofom ; and 
now he fpeaks for his faints in heaven, whofe advo- 
cate he is; and efpecially he may be fo called be- 
caufe he fo often fpake on the fix days of creation, 


and faid, let this and the other thing be, and it was 
fo; and to him, as the Word of God, is the crea- 
tion of all things frequently afcribed, Yobn i. 13, 


Heb. xi 3. 2 Pet. iii. 5. and particularly the hea- 
vens, Heb. i. 10. This-is a proof of the deity of 
Chrift, and of the dignity of his perfon ; and fhews 
how fit he is to be the Saviour of men; how fafe- 


the faints are in his hands; and that: he ought to be 
trufted in, adored and worfhipped. And all the 
host of them by the breath of bis mouth; by the host 
of the heavens are meant the angels of heaven, who 
dwell in the third heaven, and are the militia of it; 


they are called the heavenly hoft, Luke ii. 13. thefe 
are under Febovab, as their Lord and King, and are 
the army among whom he does according to his 
will, 1 Kings xxii. 19. Dan,iv. 35. thefe attended 
him whenever he has made any remarkable ap- 
pearance ; and they have been employed by him 
againft his enemies, and in defence of his people, 
about whom they incamp, 2 Kings xix. 35. Matt. 
xxvi. 53. Gen. xxxii. 1, 2. P/fal, xxxiv.7. The 
fun, moon, and ftars, are the hoft of the next hea- 
ven, thefe are ranged in their proper order by the 
Lord, and he keeps the mufter-roll of them, J/z. 
x], 26. Pfal. cxlvii. 4. and thefe are ufed by him 
as his militia ; the ftars in their courfes fought a- 
gainft Sifera, Judg. v. 20. and the winged tribe are 
the hoft of the lower heaven; and even the lower 
clafs of thefe, as the locufts and grafhoppers, go 
forth 
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forth in bands and troops, and incamp in the hedges, 
and at the command of God pafs through and de- 
vour whole countries, Prov. xxx. 27. Nab. ili. 17. 
Pfal. cv: 34, 35. and all thefe are made by the 
breath or fpirit’ of Jehovah’s mouth; that is, by 
the Spirit of God, the third perfon in the Trinity ; 
a name which is fuitable to him who is breathed 
forth, and proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
and to whom creation is afcribed, Gen. i. 2. Fob 
XXXili. 4. and xxvi. 13. and which is no inconfide- 
rable proof of his deity; and fhews that he muft be 
equal to the work of fandtification, which he begins 
and carries on. Now though the creation of the 
heavens is attributed to the Word, and the hoft of 
them to the Spirit, yet we are not to fuppofe that 
one perfon took one part, and another perfon ano- 
ther part of the creation but they were all, Father, 
Word, and Spirit, jointly concerned in the whole. 

¥. 7. He gathereth the waters of the fea together 
as an beap, &c.] Which was done on the third 
day of the creation, by means of which the dry land 
appeared, Gen. i. g, 10. when the waters of the fea 
were piled up as an heap, and ftood higher than the 
earth, as they now do; and which is a wonderful 
inftance of the power and providence of God, to 
bound them and preferve the earth from being over- 
flowed by them, ob xxxviii. g—1t. He layeth up 
the depth in ftore-boufes; that is, large quantities of 
water, for which he has his treafure-houfes, as for 
the wind, hail and fnow, P/al.cxxxv.7. Fob xxxviii. 
16, 22. and thefe are the clouds of heaven above, 
and the fountains of the great deep below, which 
the Lord opens and ftops at his pleafure ; fee Gen. 
Vii. 11. and viii, 2. 

x. 8. Let all the earth fear the Lord, &c.| That 
is, all che men that dwell upon the face of the earth. 
As it follows, Let all the inhabitants of the world 
ftand in awe of bim; which tear and awe defign a 
reverence of the divine majefty, whofe divine per- 
fections are fo manifeft in the works of creation ; 
and a carefulnefs not to offend him, into whofe 
hands it muft be a fearful thing to fall; and the 
whole worfhip of him, which is often in fcripture 
exprefled by the fear of him: and this is to be un- 
derftood either as what is the duty of all men; for 
to fear God and keep bis commandments, is the whole 
duty of man, Eccl, xii. 13. and which is incumbent 
on all men, in confideration of his being the creator 
of them; and the obligation to it is yet more in- 
creafed through his providential care of them and 
goodnefs to them ; and ftill more fhould be found 
in them, feeing he will be the judge of them, and 
has a defpotic and uncontrolable power over them; 
and what is it that he cannot do who has done all 
this before related? though none can fear him aright 
but fuch who have the grace of fear put into their 
hearts by the Spirit of God: or elfe this may be 
prophetically faid, as what will be in the latter day, 
when not only the Jews-fhall fear the Lord and his 
goodnefs, Hof. iii. 5. but when the fulnels of the 
Gentiles, being brought into the church, it fhall fear 
and be enlarged; yea all nations fhall fear the Lord 
and glorify his name, and come and worfhip before 
him, J/a. Ix. 5-8. Rev. xv. 4. 

¥. 9. For be /pake, and it was done, &c.} Or 
it was*, it came into being by a word fpeaking, 
almighty power going along with it; fee Gen. i. 3, 
6,759» Tl, 14,15, 20,24. He commanded, and it 

frood faft; every created thing continued in its be- 
ing; not only all things were produced into being 


= PB MINS fpiritu oris ejus, V. L. Gejerus, Michaelis; fo Ainfwyorth. 


Mufculus, Gejerus ; fo Ainfworth. 


> Differt. z5. 
fab. 1. v. 43. # De Sublimi, 


PSALMS. 


4 


Pf. xxxill. ¥.7-—1¥ 2. 


by his all-commanding word and power, autu Fo- 
vis, as Maximus Tyrius {fpeaks*; but by the fame all 
things are upheld and confift, Heb. i. 3. Cal. i. 17. 
The poet © ufes the fame word of God in the crea- 
tion of things; and is the phrafe in Gen. i, 3, ad- 
mired by Longinus*: or this may refer to the im- 
plantation of the grace of fear in the hearts of his 
people; for as he fpeaks life into them in regene- 
ration, commands light to fhine in their dark hearts, 
and fays to them when in their blood, live; fo by 
the mighty power of his word he commands the 
fear of him in them, and it continues. 

y. 10. The Lord bringeth the counfel of the bea- 
then to nought, &c.} The pfalmift having taken 
notice of the works of creation, in order to excite 
the faints to praife, proceeds to obferve the provi- 
dence of God, and particularly that branch of it 
which ‘lies in difappointing the defigns of wicked 
men; it is wickednefs which they confult and de- 
vife, and this is againft the Lord’s people, his caufé 
and intereft, and fo againft himfelf; and though 
their fchemes are formed and contrived with a great 
deal of fubtlety, yet they are commonly blatted ; 
whether laid by particular perfons, as by Abithophel 
againft David ; or by nations, whole bodies of men, 
as of the Egyptians and Affyrians againft [/rael ; and 
of Jews and Gentiles againft Chrift and his caufe, He 
maketh the devices of the people of none effet? ; the 
fame thing is expreffed here as before in different 
words, for the farther confirmation of it, and that 
it might be attended to, This is the Lord’s do- 


ing, he is omnifcient, and knows all the fecret plots - 


and defigns of men; and he is omnipotent, and 
counter-acts them, and confounds them in all their 
meafures ; and is faithful to his people, caufe, and 
intereft, 


¥. 11. The counfel of the Lord Standeth for ever, 


&c.] By which are meant, not the doétrines of 
the gofpel, nor the ordinances of it; though thefe 


will ftand firm, and remain to the end of the. 


world; but the purpofes and decrees of God, 
which are wifely formed in himfelf, are eternal’ 
and infruftrable, and relate to all things in provi- 
dence and grace. The Lord does all things ac- 
cording to the counfel of his will in the govern- 
ment of the world, and in the falvation of men: 
the choice of perfons to everlafting life is accord- 
ing to it; and fo are their redemption, effectual vo- 
cation, and glorification, 
to all generations; which, with refpect to his own 
people, are thoughts of peace, grace and mercy ;° 
thefe are many, and within himfelf, were very ear- 
ly, even from all eternity, and have their fure and’ 
certain effect, J/a. xiv. 24. fee Prov. xix.21. J/a. 
xlvi. 10. ; " 
y.12. Bleffed is the nation whofe God is the 
Lord, &c.} Who have an intereft in fuch a won- 
der-working God, both in creation and in 
vidence, and efpecially in grace: which, though 
it may havea principal regard to the nation of 
Tfrael, whofe God he was in a very diftinguifhing 
manner, yet muft not be limited to them; for he 
is the God of the Gentiles alfo : this nation is the 


chofen generation, the holy nation and peculiar 


people, both among Jews and Gentiles; and the 
Lord is the God of thefe ; not only as the God of - 
nature and providence, but as the God of all grace ,_ 


who muft be happy, fince he is their portion and 


exceeding great reward; nor fhall they want any 


good thing, nor need they fear any evil; they are 
: : oO on 


PPT & fuit, Pagninas, Montanus, 
© Juffit & extendi campos, &c. Ovid. Metamorph. 1. 1, 
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on the heart of God, and cannot be feparated from 
his love ; they are engraven on the palms of his 
hands, and fhall be helped, ftrengthened, and up- 
held with the right hand of his righteoufnefs ; all 
things work together for their good; and this God 
of theirs will be their God and guide unto death ; 
they may expect every needful good thing now, 
and all glory and happinefs hereafter. And she 
people whom be hath chofen for bis own inheritance ; 
not J/rael only, but the Gentiles alfo; not all man- 
kind, but a peculiar people, whom the Lord has 
chofen out of the world to be his pofleffion, and 
who are his jewels and peculiar treafure ; thefe are 
happy, being the Lord’s portion, and the lot of 
his inheritance; and he choofes an inheritance for 
them, adopts and begets them unto it, and makes 
them meet to be partakers of it. 

¥. 13. The Lord looketh from heaven, &c.| Where 
his throne and temple are, upon the earth and men, 
and things in it, as follows: He beboldeth all the 
fons of men; the evil and the good; which is con- 
trary to the fenfe of many wicked men, who ima- 
gine he takes no notice of what is done here below; 
but his eye is upon all, upon all the workers of 
iniquity, how fecret foever they may be; and not 
only his eye of providence is upon good men, but 
his eye of love, grace and mercy; and he has a 
fpecial and diftinct knowledge of them: agreeable 
to this are fome expreflions of heathen writers ; fays 
one“, ** the eye of God fees all things ;” fays ano- 
ther‘, ‘¢ there is a great God in heaven, who fees 
* all things, and governs,” 

¥. 14. From the place of bis habitation, &c.] 
Which is. heaven, that is, the habitation of his holi- 
nefs, and of his glory, J/a. Ixili. 15. He looketh 
upon all the inbabitants of the earth; good and 
bad ; and not the nation of J/rael only, but the 
Gentile world, whom in former times he over- 
looked, but under the gofpel-difpenfation vifits in 
a way of mercy; by fending his Son. to die for 
them, by fpreading his gofpel among them, by 
calling them by his grace, by planting churches in 
the midft of them, and by continuing his word and 
ordinances, with them. 

¥. 15. He fafbioneth their hearts alike, &c.] The 
Lord is the former and fafhioner of the heart, fpi- 
rit, or foul of man, even of all hearts and fpirits ; 
whence he is called the father of {pirits, Hed. xii.g. 
fee Zech. xii. 1. and he is the former of them alike; 
which feems to intimate as if all fouls were alike, 
as they are made by the Lord ; and:it may be, the 
difference there appears to be between them. after- 
wards may be owing to the make and conftitution 
of their bodies, to their education, and different. fi- 


tuation, circumftances and advantages in life, where- | f 


by the hearts of fome may be more opened and en- 
larged than others. Some render it together or al- 
together ®; which muft not be underftood of time, 
as if they were all made at once, but of equality; 
the one was made by him as well as the other; he 
is.the fafhioner of one and all of them, every whit 
of them; they are wholly fafhioned by him, and 
all that is in them, all the powers and faculties of 
the foul ; and by him only, and not by the inftru- 
mentality of another ;, for fouls are created, not. ge- 
nerated ; they are produced out of nothing, and not 
out of pre-exiftent matter, as bodies ; parents con- 
tribute fomewhat to the bodies of their children, 
but not any thing to their fouls, God only is the 


© rave suv diog opSaAuos, &c. Hefiod. opera & dies, 1. 1. v. 263, 
© 7 fimul, Mafculus, Gejerus ; fo Ainfworth. 


V. 1745 175s 
i “Ip mendacium, Pagninus, Montanus ; fallax, V.L. 
Spem mentita feges, Ib, Epift. 1, 1. ep. 7. v. 87. 
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God of the fpirits of all flesh, Numb. xvi. 22. fome 
tranflate the word /ingly”; one by one, one after 
another in the feveral ages of time; for he conti- 
nues to fafhion them, and is always doing it; fee 
Zech. xii. 1. And he forms the hearts of his own 
people anew for himfelf, for his own glory; he 
forms Chrift in them, and every grace of his Spi- 
rit; he forms them into one, and knits and unites 
them together in love, and makes them like to one 
another ; for as face anfwers to face in water, fo do 
the hearts and experiences of the faints one to ano- 
ther, Prov. xxvii. 19. all which he does wholly and 
alone ; and fince he fafhions the hearts of all men 
in every fenfe, he muft know them, which is the 
defign of this expreffion ; he knows the hearts of 
wicked men, and all the wickednefs that is in them; 
he knows the hearts of good men, the worft that is 
in them, and alfo the beft, which he himfelf has 
put there. He confidereth all their works; the works 
of evil men, not only their more open ones, but 
their more fecret ones, and will bring them into 
judgment ; and the works of good men, even their 
good works, which he will remember and reward 


fin a way of grace. 


y. 16. There is uo king faved by the muliitude of 


an bos, &c.) We may be at the head of an nu 
/merous army, and yet not get the victory over a 
leffer one, nor efcape fafe, but be taken by it: there 
‘have been fuch inftances; and if he is faved, or 
gets the victory, it is not owing to the multitude 
with him, but to the Lord that gives falvation to 


kings, P/al. cxliv. 10.’ Hence it appears that even 


‘fuch men need falvation themfelves, and cannot 
fave themfelves, though they have ever fo many at 
‘command, and therefore are not to be trufted in ; 
falvation is only of the Lord. 4 mighty man is not 


delivered by much Strength ; as Goliath, with his 
great ftrength, could not deliver himfelf out of the 
hands of David, a ftripling ; wherefore the mighty 
man fhould not glory in his might. 

y. 17. A borfe is a vain thing for Safety, Bcc.) 
Though it is prepared for the day of battle, and. is 
a very warlike creature, and, of great fervice in war,. 
yet fafety only is of the Lord, Prov. Xxi, 31. this. 
is put for all kinds of military preparations. which 
men are apt to truftin, but fhould not, for they 
are a lie‘, as the horfe is here faid to be; that is, 
deceives and difappoints when trufted to; in like 


/ manner’ the olive is faid to Jie, Hab. iii. 17. when 


hope of fruit from it is difappointed; fo fundus 


| mendax in Horace*. ‘Neither jhall’ be’ deliver’ any 
by bis great Strength; in the time of battle ; either 


by fighting for him, or fleeing with him. 

y. 18. Bebold, the eye of the Lord is upon-themtbat. 
ear him, &c.] Not with dread of his wrath or 
diftruft of his grace, or for finifter ends and felAfh 
views, but with a godly fear; by which men hate’ 
evil, depart from it, are careful not to offend. God 
by it, but to. ferve and worfhip him ;.on fuch is not 
only his eye of providence to protect from. danger, 
to fupply With the neceffaries of life, but of love 
and grace; he looks upon them with delight. and 
pleafure ; his eye is upon them to. watch over them 
for good, to guard’ them from every enemy, and. 
from all evil, and to communicate-to them every 
needful meafure of grace. Upon them that hope in 
bis mercy; not his abfolute mercy, but his: fpecial 
mercy in Chrift,; which appears in the. provifion of 
him as a Saviour, in the miffion of him into this: 
. wortd,, 
f est peyas ev uparw; &e. Sophoclis"Bleétra; 

b Kee lxya orcas, Sept. figillatim, V. Bs 
* Epod. 1. 1, ode 16, ver. 45, Carmin, li 3: ode\a. wi 30 
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world, and redemption by him ; and is difplayed 
in regeneration, the pardon of fin, and eternal life: 
and {uch that hope in it are they that fee themfelves 
miferable creatures, and in need of it ; and who are 
encouraged to hope in it from the plenty and abun- 
dance of it in the heart of God ; and from the many 
inftances of it among men, and even fome the chief 
of finners ; and they do hope in it for the forgive- 
nefs of their fins, and for falvation and eternal glo- 
‘ ry; and on thefe the eye of the Lord is, as be- 
fore. 

¥.19. Lo deliver their foul from death, &c.} Not 
‘a corporal death, for the foul dies not, and is never 
in any danger of death; and fhould life, or the 
whole man, be intended here, yet thofe that fear 
the Lord, and hope in his mercy, are not exempt- 
ed and fecured from a corporal death, but die as 
other men; though fometimes indeed they are re- 
markably preferved from death, and even in a time 
of general calamity ; but a fpiritual death is meant, 
which while in a ftate of nature they are under, 
but being quickned at converfion they live fpiritu- 
ally, and are preferved from dying any more in this 
fenfe ; and alfo from an eternal death, which fhall 
never hurt them, nor have any power over them, 
And to keep them alive in famine, not corporal, 
though the Lord does give meat to them that fear 
him, and fometimes in a miraculous way provides 
for them ; as by fending ravens to feed them, and 
by increafing the cruife of oil; fee J/a. xli. 17, 18. 
but fpiritual, a famine of hearing the word of the 
Lord; the Lord prepares a place for his church 
and people in the wildernefs, where they are pri- 
vately nourifhed with the word and ordinances, and 
their fouls kept alive, Rev. xii. 6, 14. 

¥. 20. Our foul waiteth for the Lord, &c.] 
This,and what follows, are the words of the church 
expreffing her expectation, faith, and joy, by rea- 
fon of what is fuggefted in the preceding verfes. 
She fignifies her expectation of good by waiting 
for the Lord; either for his coming in the flefh, and 
falvation by him; for which the patriarchs, pro- 
phets, and all the old Teftament-faints waited, 
Gen. xlix. 18. Ifa. xxv. 9. and fo the Targum pa- 
raphrafes it, Our foul waiteth for the redemption of 
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his behaviour before Abimelech: who drove him 
and he departed. 


A pfalm of David, when he changed 


HE author of this pfalm is exprefied by 
| name; and the time and occafion of it are 
plainly intimated: it was compofed by David, 
when he changed bis behaviour before Abimelech ; 
not Abimelech the prieft, fometimes called 4- 
bimelech, 1 Chron. xviii. 16. to whom David 


went alone for bread, pretending he was upon a. 


private bufinefs of the king’s ; to which fenfe the 
Syriac verfion inclines, rendering the words, when 
be went to the houfe of the Lord, and gave the firft- 
Sruits to the priefs. But this Abimelech was king 
of Gath, the fame with Achifh, 1 Sam. xxi.. 10. 
who either had two names; of this of Abimelech, as 
it fhould feem,was a common name to all the kings 
of the Philiftines ; fee Gen. xx. 2. and xxvi. 8. as 
Pharaoh was to the Egyptian kings, and Czfar to 
the Roman emperors : the name fignifies a father- 
king, or my father-king, or a royal father ; as kings 
fhould be the fathers of their country : before him 
David changed: bis behaviour, his tafte, fenfe, or 
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the Lord; or for his fpiritual coming, his ap — ; 


pearance to them, and gracious prefence with 
them, he having been for fome time’ abfent ; and 
itis right and good fo to do, and in the iflue 
proves advantageous, //a. vill.-17. Lam. ili, 20. 
and this being foul-waiting, it denotes the hearti- 
nefs, fincerity, and earneftnefs of it. Ae ts ouF 
help, and our fhield; the Lord is tue help of his’ 
people in time of trouble, when none elfe is or can 
be ; and he isa prefent one, and helps right early, 
and at the beft feafon: and he is their fhield, who 
encompafies them about with his love and favour, 
and keeps them by his power in the greateft fafety ; 
all which encourages their waiting upon him, and 
expectation of good things from him. ory 
¥. 21. For our beart shall rejoice in bim, 8c.) 
Not in fin, nor in themfelves and in their boaft- 
ings, all fuch rejoicing is evil ; but in the Lord, 
in bis word; as the Targum is, in the effential Word 
of God, Chrift Jefus ; in his perfon, righteoufnefs, 
and falvation; and this joy is heart-joy, inward. 
Joy, real- joy, joy in the holy Ghoft; and is un- 
fpeakable and tull ‘of glory. This is what the 
pfalmift calls upon the {faints to do, in the begin- 
ning of the pfalm ; and fo his end in Compofing it’ 
is anfwered. Becaufe we bave truSted in bis holy 
name; that is, in himfelf, who is holy, juft, and 
good ; and fo faithful to every word of promile, 
to every engagement of his, and therefore to be 
trufted in: and hence it appears, that the joy be-’ 
fore fpoken of, is the joy of faith. pe 
¥.22. Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, 8cc.] 
That is, an application of it in its effeéts: itis a. 
prayer for a communication of grace and mercy 
to help in a time of need ; and for’a difcovery of 


pardoning grace and mercy ; and it is a prayer of © 


faith ; for the mercy of the Lord is upon his peo- 
ple in great plenty, and it continues; and they 
have reafon to believe it ever will, Pfal. cili. 17. 
According as we hope in thee; not according to any 
merits of theirs, but according to the meafure of 
grace, of the grace of hope which God had be-’ 
{towed on them, and encouraged them to exercife 


on him, in expectation of finding grace and mercy’ « 


with him. 


. -* 


a o! 


away, 
5 Poste wen 
reafon : he imitated a mad-man ; behaved as if he’ 
was out of his fenfes, fcrabbling on the doors 


of the gates, and letting his fpittle fall down’ 


upon his beard ; for he being known and made 
known by the fervants of the king, he- was in 


great fear of lofing his life, being in the Hands” 


of an enemy, and who he might juftly fear would 

revenge the death of their champion Goliatl 

wherefore he took this method to get himfelf de-” 

fpifed and. neglected by them, and efcape ot 

their hands : and which fucceeded ; for Abimelecb, | 
, lies > 


or Achifh, fecing him behave’ in fuch’ a’ mannet, 


treated him with contempr, was | i 
his fervants for bringing him in 


and ordered them to take him away, or difmifs’ 


him; which is here expreffed by this” phrafe,~ 


who drove bim away, with fcornand indignation, — 


ben 


and be departed to’ the | cave, of Adullam, glad av 


heart he had efcaped fuch. danger: upon which, * 
under.a fenfe of divine goodnéfsy~and» bythe ® ~ 


_ infpiragon” 


aes 


J 


“ 
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infpiration of the Spirit: of God, he compofed 
the following pfalm; fee 1 Sam. xxi. 10—15. 
and xxii. 1. 
¥. 1. Iwill blefs the Lord at all times, &c.] That 
is, afcribe blefling, give honour, praife, and glory 
to him, both as the God of nature and providence, 
for every temporal mercy; and that every day, and 
at all times in the day; fince thefe are renewed 
every morning, and continue all the day long: and 
as the God of grace, for all fpiritual bleffings,; and 
that continually, becaufe thefe laft always ; they are 
irreverfible, unchangeable, and without repentance ; 
yea, faints have reafon to blefs God in times of ad- 
verfity as well as profperity, fince it might have 
been worfe with them than it is; they have a mix- 
ture of mercy in all, and all things work together 
for their good. His praife fhall continually be in my 
mouth; not the praife of which God is the author, 
but of which he is the objeét; whichis due unto 
him, and is given him on account of the perfec- 
tions of his nature, and the works of his hands, 
and the bleffings of his providence and grace; this, 
the pfalmift fays, fhould be in his mouth: his mean- 
ing is, that he fhould not only retain in his heart 
a grateful fenfe of the divine favours, but fhould 
exprefs it with his lips; fhould both make melody 
in his heart to the Lord, and vocally fing his praife ; 
and that continually, as long as he lived, or had any 
being, P/al. cxlvi. 2. 
¥. 2. My foul (hall make her boaft in the Lord, 
&c.] Not.in men, nor in any outward enjoy- 
ment, nor in any works of righteoufnefs, but in the 
Lord ; in the word of the Lord, as the Targum ; in 
the Lord Jefus ‘Chrift; in his wifdom,  ftrength, 
riches, righteoufnefs, redemption, and falvation ; 
in intereft in him, and communion with him : and 
this is not tongue, but foul-boafting; and not flafhy 
and felfifh, but folid, fpiritual, and hearty; and with 
all the powers and faculties of the foul ; fee 1'Cor. 
i. 29, 30, 31. The humble fhall -bear thereof ; 
either of the deliverance the pfalmift had out of the 
hands of his enemies ; or of his bleffing and praifing 
the Lord for the fame, and making his boaft in him 
as the God of his falvation; or of both: of thefe 
humble ones, fee the note on fP/a/. x. 12. And 
be glad ; for fuch rejoice with them that rejoice, and 
are glad at heart that others fhare in the goodnefs 
and grace of God; and alfo becaufe by {uch an in- 
ftance of the divine power and kindnefs, they are 
encouraged to hope that he will, in his own time, 
deliver them out of their afflictions and diftrefies 
alfo. 
¥. 3. O magnify the Lord with me, &c.] The 
pfalmift ‘invites the. humble’ ones, who’ he knew 
would rejoice at’ the goodnefs of God tohim, to 
join with him in afcribing greatnefs to the Lord, 
which is meant by magnifying him; for he cannot 
be made great by men, only declared how great he 
is, and that can only be done in an imperfect man- 
ner. And let us exalt bis name together, by pro- 
claiming him to be the moft High; by making 
mention of his glorious perfeétions and works, that 
he be exalted ; and by praifing him ‘in the higheft 
ftrains ; or by having the high praifes of him in 
their mouths ; and there is more pleafure, as well 
_ astmore glory brought to God, by doing this in a 
focial way, or by a number of faints joining toge- 
ther in fuch fervice, 3 Wid IS 
We 4. T fought the Lord, and be heard me, 8&c.] 
Not that he fought the Lord publickly in his houfe 
and ordinances, for he was now at Gath ; but pri- 
vately by prayer and fupplication ; and that not 
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vocally but mentally ; for he was in the midft of 
the fervants of the king of Gath , yet earneftly, di+-’ 
ligently, and with his whole heart, being in great 
diftrefs ; when it was right to feek the Lord, and 
which fhewed him to be.a good man; and the 
Lord heard and anfwered even his filent groans, 
which could not be uttered, And delivered me from 
all my fear , of being feized on by Achifh, king of 
Gath, and of lofing his life for killing Goliath: and 
many are the fears of God’s people, both from 
within and from without, by reafon of fin, Satan, 
and the world; butthe Lord faves them out of the 
hands of all their enemies, grants them his prefence, 
and fhews them their intereft in himfelf, which 
{caters all their fears, 

¥. 5. They looked to him and were lightened, &c.} 
That is, the bumble ones, y. 2. and fo this isa rea- 
fon why they fhould join in praifing and magni- 
fying the Lord ; thefe /ooked up to God in prayer 
and by faith, when in diftreffed and uncomfortable 
circumftances, for help and deliverance, and a fup- 
ply of every needful good thing; and they were ex- 
lightened , fo the Targum renders it, their faces were 
enlightened,’as Farcht and Aben Exra interpret it, 
in oppofition to what follows : they muft have been 
enlightened before they could look, but by look- 
ing to the Lord more light was gained: this chiefly 
defigns the light of joy, peace, and comfort, which 
is had in a way of believing: fome render the 
word and: flowed ', as a river does, that is, tothe 
Lord, as in Fer, xxxi. 12. So Kimchi and Ben 
Melech explain the word 5 and it denotes both the 
numbers of them that looked up to the Lord in 
their diftrefs, and the fwiftnefs of their motionto him, 
and their earneftnefs and fervour of mind ; fo faith 
is not only a looking to Chrift, but a going forth. 
unto him. And their. faces were -not afoamed,; 
having what they prayed and looked for, and 
what they hoped and believed they fhould have ; 
namely, deliverance and falvation, and fo peace 
and pleafure. ) a 

y¥. 6. This poor man cried, &c.] Singling out 
fome one perfon from among the humble who was 
remarkably delivered; it is the common cafe of 
the people of God to be poor and afflicted, and in 
their afflictions they cry unto the Lord to be fup- 
ported under them, and delivered out of them : or 
this may be underftood of David-himfelf, who - 
was poor, not with refpect to outward things, but 
in fpirit; was much afflicted, and efpecially great- 
ly diftreffed when in the court of Achi/fh; at which 
time he cried unto the Lord, as was his ufual way, 
and that internally, as Mofes did, Exod. xiv. 15. 
Some think Jefus Chrift is intended by this poor 
man, who was poor in temporals, though rich, and 
Lord of all; and was greatly afflicted, both in bo- 
dy and foul; and who, in the days of his flefh, of- 
fered up prayers and fupplications, with {trong 
crying and tears, Heb. v. 7. And the Lord heard 
him, and faved him out of all his troubles; fo the 
Lord always heard his Son Jefus Chrift,. and efpe- 
cially in the day of falvation, and delivered him 
out of all his troubles, both of body and foul, when 
he raifed him from the dead, and gave him. glory; 
and he héard ‘David his fervant, as he often did; 
particularly when at Gath, and made way for his 
efcape from thence ; and from whence.he came fai 
to the cave of Adul/am ; and the Lord hears all hie 
poor and affliéted ones, when they cry unto him, 
and in the iffue faves them from all their troubles, 
by reafon of a body of fin and death, the tempta> 
tions of Satan, and the perfecutions of men. 


, | cine odnbig, 


1 9) & confluunt, Junius & Tremellius, Michaelis ; & inftar fluvii irruerint, Pifcator, Amama ; & confluxerunt, Gejerus. 
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y¥..7. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, &c.) By whom may be meant, 
either the uncreated angel, the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
the angel of God’s prefence, and of the covenant, 
the Captain of falvation, the leader and command- 
er of the people; and whofe falvation is as walls and 
_bulwarks about them; or as an army furrounding 
them : or acreated angel may be intended, even a 
fingle one, which is fufficient to guard a multitude 
of faints, fince one could deftroy at once fuch a vatt 
number of enemies, as in 2 Kings xix. 35, or one 
may be put for more, fince they are an innumer- 
able company that are on the fide of the Lord’s 
people, and to whom they are joined; and thele 
may be faid to encamp about them, becaufe they 
are an hoft or army ; fee Gen, xxxii. , 2. Luke ii. 
13. and are the guardians of the faints, that itand 
up for them and protect them, as well as minifter 
tothem. And delivereth them, out of the hands of 
all their enemies. David had a guard, an army of 
thefe about him, in the court of Achi/b, who pre- 
ferved him from being feized on, and receiving any 
hurt there ; and who brought him from thence in 


fafety: there is no doubt but he here {peaks his own i 


experience, 

¥. 8. O tajte, and fee that the Lord is good, &c.| 
He is effentially, infinitely, perfectly, immutably, 
and folely good in himfelf ; and he is communica- 
tively and diffufively good to others; heis the au- 


thor of all good, but not of any evil, in a moral) | 
here meant; or particularly the leafhamong them, 


fenfe ; this chiefly regards his fpecial grace and 
goodnefs through Chrift: all the divine perfons in 
the Godhead are good; the Father is good, he has 
good defigns towards his people, has provided good 
things for them, made good promifes to them, and 
beftows good gifts on them: the Son is good; the 
good Shepherd that has laid down his lite for the 
fheep ; he is the fountain of all grace and goodnefs 
to his churches, and to particular believers; he has 
wrought a good work for them, the work of re- 
demption, and he fpeaks a good word on their be- 
half in the court of heaven: the Spirit is good ; he 
works good things in the hearts of the fons of men, 
and fhews good things unto them; and gracious 
fouls, fuch as the pfalmift here calls upon, are ca- 
pable of tafting and difcerning how good the Lord 
is in fome meafure; fee Pal, cxix. 103. Cant. ii, 
3. 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. Whilft unregenerate, their tafte 
is vitiated, and remains unchanged, and fin is what 


they feed upon with pleafure, and fo difrelifh every | 
Every man: defires life, even a natural life; itis 


thing, that is good; but in converfion a new tafte is, 
given, fo as to havea faving,experimental knowledge 
of the grace and goodnefs of God in Chrift, an appli-. 
cation. of it to them ; and in fuch manner as to live 
upon it, and be nourifhed, by it; and though this 
is not a fuperficial tafte of things, like that of hy- 
pocrites, nor a fingle one only, being frequently, 
repeated; yet it is but a tafte in, comparifon of the 
enjoyment of it in. the heavenly ftate.; and.every, 
tafte now influences, and engages truft in, the. Lord, 
as follows. Bieffedis the man that trufteth in him ; 
fee the note.on Pfal. ii. 12. the Targum renders it, 
that tru& in bis Word, 

y.9. O fear the Lord, ye bis faints, &c.). Who 
are fantified by his Spirit, and fo are openly and 
manifeftatively his; thefé are exhorted to fear, the 
-Lord. with reverence and, godly fear ; and. great 
reafon there is why they fhould fear him, fince he 
is King of faints, and fear is due to him from. them, 
~ and feeing they have received many inftances of 
grace and goodnefs from him, and therefore fhould 
fear him for his goodnefs-fake, and befides, they, 
andthey only, know him, and have the grace of 
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fear in them, and fo only can exercife it on him. 
For there is ao want to them that fear him; not in 
fpirituals, fince fo much goodnefs is Jaid up for 
them; the heart of God is towards them, his fecret 
is with them, his eye is upon them, and the fun of 
righteoufnels arifes on them ; and both graceand 
glory are given to them; nor in temporals, fince 
godlinefs, or the fear of God, has the promife of 
this life, as well as of that.whichistocome.  - 
¥. 10. The young lions do lack, and fiber bunger, 
&c.} According to Apollinarius, ** the needy rich, 
** whom famine prefies ;”, fee Fob iv. 10, 11. But 
they that feek the Lord; by prayer, diligently, with 
their whole heart, and in the fincerity of their fouls ; 
the Targum is, that feek the dotirine of the Lord; 
that feek inftruction from him, and to be taught by 
him: thefe fhall not want any good thing; which 
God has purpofed to beftow upon them, which he 


| has promifed ynto them, and provided for them ; 


nor any thing that fhall be for their good, 
y. 11. Come, ye children, &c.} eaning either 
his own children, thofe of his own family, judging 


Fit his duty to inftruct them, and bring them up in 


the fear of the Lord ; or his {ubjeéts, to whom he 
{tood in the relation of a father, as every king does 5 
or all his hearers, as thofe who attended the pro~ 


phets are called the children, or fons of the pro- 


phets; or young people in common may bedefign- 


| ed, who. fhould be taught betimes their duty te God 


and men: unlefs the children of Godin general are 


called babes and little children, who are little in 


‘their own eyes, are modeft and humble; and who, 


as they need inftruction, are moft forward to receive 
it; and the word come does.not fo much defiga lo- 
cal motion, a drawing near to hear,. as readinefs to: 
hear, and a clofe attention of mind; as follows. 
Hearken unto me; as unto a father, giving good 


_ doétrine and wholefome advice ; Prov. ii, 1, 2. and 
liv. a5 2. 
which he had fo often fpoken of, and fo many good 
| things are promifed| to them that have it, and evers 
in the context: this the pfalmift couldnet.give, nor 
‘can any man, only teach it, fhew the nature of it,iar 
‘what it lies, how it fhews itfelf, and what are’ the 
effects it produces: this is the: firft leffon tobe taugha 
and learned; for itis the beginning of wifdom ; ig 
includes all grace, and every duty, and! regards the 
whole worfhip of God, and the manner-of it, — 


I will teach you the fear of the Lord x, 


y. 12. What man is he that defireth life? &c:} : 


more defirable than al] things in it; efpecially. am 
healthful life, without which the bleffings and mers 
cies of life. cannot be.comfortably enjoyed and till 
— > life of np ct ‘ life, with amaffuence:of 
good things, and even along one :: thought 1 
be-rather that a, {piritual; life ¥ here es ons 
comfortable one, a life, free. from, the remorfes of a 
guilty, confcience,, from,the fear of hell, 


-and.wrath.; from, the-bondage,of the Law,(and the 


dread of death,; a life.of faith on Chrift, and coma 
munion with him and:a.life.of fobriety, righte- 
oufnefs, and. holinefs;. and per oe 
of alli to, underftand, it of eternal, lifes iwhichis life 


eminently, and emphatically ;. it, follows; Andilov- 


if 
 et,many days. that is, good ones: 5. resins 
terpreted in 1 Pes. ili, 10., nok.of ali the 


for: 
the days.of it are evil, and,efpecially wh ; 
pega out; the days of old: age Ponies 


unlefs the days. of the: Son-of,man,. of en- 
joying, the prefence, of "God eon mb 


nances, fhould beintended; though rather, 
and many days of eternity, evenlength of days 
sot't das - ws 4 ever 


~ — 
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ever and ever, in which will be fulnefs of joy, and 
never-ceafing and never-fading pleafures. That be 


may fee good; there is good to be feen and enjoyed 


in this life, which if the faints did not believe they 
fhould fee and enjoy, they would often faint; and 
this good lies in the participation of the bleffings of 
grace, and in fellowfhip with Father, Son, and 
Spirit: but the great and lafting good'to be feen 
and enjoyed, is in the world to come, when God 
fhall be all in all, be feen as he is, and the faints 
fhall inherit all things. 
¥. 13. Keep thy tongue from evil, &c.J | This, 
and what follows in this and the next verfe, 
point at the things wherein the fear of God 
thews itfelf; and fuggeft, that thofe who have 
it, and which is known by thefe fruits, fhall en- 
joy the defirable and good days before mention- 
ed. The tongue is an inftrument of much evil, an 
unruly member, and needs reftraint ; and it is from 
evil, and not from good, it is to be kept ; from evil- 
{peaking of God, from curfing and {wearing ; from 
evil-{fpeaking of men, reproaching and reviling 
them; from filthy fpeaking, from all obfcene and un- 
chafte words, and from all lying ones; for where fuch 
evil-{peaking is indulged, the fear of God cannot 
be inthat man. And thy lips from /peaking guile ; 
hypocritical and deceitful words, {peaking with 
flattering lips and a double heart ; fome fpeak bad 
words in common converfation, through an evil 
habit and cuftom; and fome fpeak good words 
with an ill defign; and in neither of them is the 
fear of God before their eyes, nor in their hearts. 
y. 14. Depart from evil, &c.] This denotes 
that evil is near to men; it keeps clofe to them, and 
fhould be declined and fhunned : and it regards all 
forts cf evil; evil men, and their evil company ; 
evil things, evil words and works, and all appear- 
ance of evil ; and the fear of the Lord fhews itfelf 
in an hatred of it, and a departure from it, Prov. 
viii. 13. and xvi. 6. And dogood; not only acts 
of beneficence to all in necelfitous circumftances, 
but every good work ; whatever the word of God 
directs, or fuggefts fhould be done; and which 
fhould be done from right principles of faith and 
love, and to right ends, the glory of God, and the 
good of his intereft; and Chrift fhould be looked 
and applied unto for grace and ftrength to perform, 
all which are evidences of the true fear of God. 
Seek peace, and purfue it; in the world, and with 
all men, as much as poffibly can be; in neighbour- 
hoods, cities and ftates, and in the churches of 
‘Chrift, and with the faints, as well as with God 
through Chrift ; and which in every fenfe is to be 
‘purfued after with eagernefs, and to be endeavour- 
ed for with diligence ; fee Rom, xii. 18, and xiv. 
19. Heb. xii. 14. j 
y. 15. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righte- 
ous, &c.] Thefe are the fame with them that fear 
the Lord, and do good; not that they become 
righteous in the fight of God, or are juftified before 
him, by. their fear of him, and by their good works; 
‘but thefe are the fruits and effeéts of grace, fhew- 
‘ing them to be righteous perfons.; for it is only by 
‘the righteoufnefs of Chrift that men are righteous 
‘before God: and upon thefe the eyes of the Lord 
are; not only his eye of providence, to watch over 
them, proteét them, and fupply them with good, 
things, but his eye of love ; with complacency and 
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honourable; nor does he ever withdraw his eyes 
from them, Job xxxvi. 7. And bis ears are open 
unto their cry; for though they are righteous, they 
are fometimes in diftrefs; their affictions are ma- 
ny; the good days they are to fee are hereafter ; 
and at thofe times they cry unto the Lord; which 
is to be underftood of prayer, and of the vehemen- 
cy and fervency of it, when they have the ear of 
God, and he fhews himfelf to be a God hearing 
and an{wering prayer. 

¥. 16. The face of the Lord is againft them that 
do evil, &c.| Not againft every one that fins ; for 
the righteous are not without fin ; they have fin in 
them, and they do no good without it; but againft . 
them that live in fin, whofe courfe of life is a feries 
of wickednefs, and they are workers of iniquity ; 
and have no fenfe of fin, nor forrow for it, go on 
in it without fhame or fear; againft thefe the face 
of the Lord is, he fhews his refentment, and ftirs 
up his wrath, For the Lord to be againft a man 
is dreadful; a fearful thing it is to fall into his 
hands as a God of vengeance ; there is no ftanding 
before him when once he is angry: and to have the 
face of God againft a man is intolerable, when it 
is to deftroy, and To cut off the remembrance of 
them from the earth; fo that they fhall be no more 
thought of, nor fpoken of, but with contempt and 
reproach; an everlafting mark of infamy being up- 
on their names ; fee Prov. x. 7. : 

y. 17. The righteous cry, &c.] The word righ- 
teous is not in the original text, but is rightly fup- 
plied in our verfion, as it is in the Targum, and by 
Farchi ; and fo Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve, that 
thefe words are not to be connected with the pre- 
ceding verfe, but with the verfe before that; and 
they are indeed an amplification of the laft claufe 
of it; and the cry of the righteous is’ meant, to 
which the ears of the Lord are open ; though 4- 
ben Ezra thinks, that thefe words are to be under- 
ftood of them that do evil, and of their cry to the 
Lord, when they turn from their evil ways; but 
the former fenfe is beft. And the Lord beareth, and . 
delivereth them out of all their troubles; their in- 
ward troubles, through the workings of corruption 
in their hearts; throughthe violent affaults of Satan, 
the blafphemous thoughts he injects into them, and 
his folicitations of them to fin; and through di- 
vine defertions, and their outward troubles ; through 
afflictions of body, lofies of eftate and friends, and 
the reproaches and perfecutions of men; out of all 
thefe the Lord fooner or later delivers his people 
who cry unto him. 

y..18. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart, &c.] Who are prefied and bore 
down with afflictions, by the forrow of heart under 
which their fpirits are broken, Prov. xv. 13. or 
with a fenfe of fin and forrow for it, for which their 
hearts fmite them, and they are wounded by it, 
and broken with it: to thefe the Lord is xigh ; not 
in a general way only, as he is to all men, being 
God omniprefent, but in a fpecial manner; he 
comes and manifefts himfelf to them in a gracious 
way, pours in the oil and wine of his love, and 
binds up their broken hearts; yea, comes and 
dwells with them: he does not pafs by them and 
negleé&t them, much lefs make the breach worfe ; 
he does not break the bruifed reeds, but he heals 
their breaches. And faveth fuch as be of a contrite 


delight he looks upon them, as clothed with the | /pirit ; not in a legal, but in an evangelical way 5 


righteoufnefs of his Son; and it is with pleafure he 
looks upon them, that being well-pleafing in his 
fight; feeing by it the Law is magnified and made 


~~ Vox, HI. N° 20, 


who are humbled under a fenfe of fin, and melted 
down in true repentance, under a view of the love 
and grace of God ; and are poor and mean in their 


own 
7U 
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we . 
own eyes: to thefe the Lord has refpe&t; the fa- 
crifices of a broken and contrite fpirit are not de- 
{pifed by him, but accepted through faith in 
Chrift; and fuch he faves with an everlafting falva- 
tion in him. 

y. 19. Many are the affliffions of the righteous, 
&c.] This may be underftood of fome one parti- 
cular righteous perfon, fince the fingular number is 
here made ufe of; whereas the plural is always ufed 
before, when the righteous are made mention of; 
and the: Lord Jefus Chrift may be defigned, who is 
eminently. and emphatically the righteous; he is 
righteous both as God and man, and as Mediator, 
in the difcharge of every branch of his office; and 
his afflictions were many, which he endured from 
men, from devils, and from God himfelf: many 
were the afflictions of his body, which he bore 
when buffeted, fcourged, and crucified ; and many 
were the afflictions of his foul, when he bore the 
fins of histpeople, endured the wrath of God for 
them, and was forfaken by him; though none of 
thefe were for any fins of his own, but for the fins 
of others ; and out of them all the Lord delivered 
him at Jaft, and fet him at his own right hand: or 
this may be underftood of every one of the righte- 
ous ;:who, though they are juftified from fin, and 
are faved from wrath, yet have many afflictions ; 
which are evz/s in themfelves, as the word ™ may be 
rendered, and are very troublefome and diftreffing ; 
and thefe are great and grievous for quality, and 
many and abundant for quantity; though no more 
than it is the will of God fhould be, and not one 
too many. But the Lord delivereth him out of them 
all; as Chrift was, and all his people will be; if 
not in this life, by giving refpites and intervals, as 
he fometimes does; yet hereafter, when the righ- 
teous are completely delivered out of all their trials 
and exercifes, fo as that they fhall never return 
more upon them, The word tranflated affii‘tions, 
as it fignifies evi/s, may be fafely interpreted of mo- 
ral evils, as well as of evils of afflictions: it is the 
fame word that is ufed for moral evil in ¥. 21. and 
then the fenfe is, that many are the fins committed 
by righteous perfons ; for there are none without fin, 
in many things they all offend; yet they fhall not 
perifh by them, but they fhall be delivered from 
them; as, from the dominion of them by the power 
of grace, and from the guilt of them by the blood 
of Chrift, and. from condemnation for them 
through his righteouinefs ; fo hereafter from the 
very being of them, and all moleftation and difturb- 
ance. by them. a! 

y¥. 20. He keepeth all bis bones ; not one of them 
is broken.} ‘This is literally true of Chrift, in whom 
the type of the paffover-lamb had its accomplith- 
ment, and this paffage alfo; fee Exod. xii. 46. Fobn 
xix, 31—=36. and feems better to agree with him 
than with any of his.members, fince the bones of 
many of them have been broken by one accident or 
another; and efpecially many of the martyrs of 
Jefus have had all their bones broken upon the rack 
or wheel ; wherefore, to underftand thefe words of 
them, might tend to create uneafinefs and defpon- 
dency in the minds of fuch, who by any means have 
their bones broken ; as. if they were not righteous 


Cocceius ; reatum habebunt, Schmidt ; damnabuntur, Gejerus; fhall be condemned as guilty, Ainfworth, ~ ia, 
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and they fhall be far from being de 
hand, be received into his kingd 
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perfons: this promife not being fulfilied in them: 
and to interpret this of the Lord’s keeping the bones 
of his people in the grave, and in the refurrection 
putting them together again ; this is no other than 
what will be done to the wicked ; it feems therefore 
beft to underftand the whole of Chrift; and it looks 
as if this paffage was had in view as rule 
xix. 36. fince a {cripture is referred to; but if it is in- 
terpreted of the righteous in general, it muft be with 
a limitation ; as that their bones are all kept by the 
Lord, and not one is broken without his knowledge 
and will ; and that they are not broken finally, but 
reftored again perfect and whole in the refurreétion; 
and fo will continue to all eternity: the phrafe, 
without entering into particulars, may in general 
defign the care of Providence over the righteous ; 
with this compare Matth. x. 29, 30. 

y. 21. Evil fall flay the wicked, &c.} Mean- 
ing either the evil they defigned againft the righte- 
ous, fhall return and fall upon their heads, to their 
own ruin; or the evil of affli@tion, which to them 
is the evil of punifhment, both here and hereafter, 
from which they will have no deliverance in the 
end; though the righteous have from their afflic- 
tions, being not properly punifhments, but chattife- 
ments for fin, and are but for a time; or elfe the 
evil of fin, which is the caufe of death corporal and 
eternal. And they that bate the righteous fhall be 
defolate ; or fhall be guilty", be found fo; or fball 
be condemned, or damned, as the Targum renders it. 
All wicked men hate the righteous, both Jefus 
Chrift the righteous, and his people; and that be- 
caufe they are righteous, and do not run into the 
fame excefs of wickednefs with them; thefe will be 
arraigned at the day of jadement, and will be con- 
victed of all their hard fpeeches which they have 
fpoken againft Chrift and his members ; and will be 
pronounced guilty, and will be punifhed with ever- 
lafting deftruction. — , OF 

y. 22. The Lord redeemeth the foul of his fer- 
vants, &c.] Who are made fo by his grace in the 
day of his power, and are willing to ferve him, and 
do ferve him with their minds, readily and chearful- 
ly; and the foul of thefe, which is the more noble 
part of them, and is of more worth than a world, 
the redemption of which is precious, and requires 
a great price, the Lord redeems; not that their 
bodies ate neglected, and not redeemed; but this 
is mentioned as the principal part, and for the 
whole; and this redemption is by the Lord, who 
only is able to effeét it, and which he has obtained 
through his precious blood ; and here it feéms to de- 
note the application’ of it in its effets; that’is, 
the forgivenefs of fin, juftification, and fan 
tion, fince it refpeéts fortibehing that is conti ; 
doing. And none of them that truf in bim foal 
defolate; or be guilty’, or condemned, or damne 
becaufe they are juftified from all the fins they hay 
been guilty of, through the redemption th: 
Chrift Jefus ; and having believed in 
fhall not be damned, according to Mark 


al 
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be for ever with him. 
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PSALM Xxxv. 


A pfalm of David. 


gh HIS pfalm feems to have been written by 
David, when he was perfecuted by Saul ; 
and when many falfe charges were brought againft 
him by his courtiers ; and when he was the icorn 
and derifion of the people; the fubject of it is 
pretty much of the fame kind with the feventh 
pfalm, and might be written about the fame time 
that was, and on the fame occafion ; and it may be 
applied to the church and people of God in like 
cafes. ‘There is a paflage in it, ¥. 19. which our 
Lord feems to refer to and apply to himfelf, ‘Fobu 
xv. 25. and fome interpret the whole of it con- 
cerning him. The Aradic verfion calls it a pro- 
phecy of the incarnation; though there does not 
appear any thing in it applicable to that. 


y. 1. Plead my caufe, O Lord, with them that 
firive with me, &c.| Meaning Saul and his cour- 
tiers ; concerning whom he elfewhere defires that 
the Lord would judge between them, plead his 
caufe, and deliver him ; as he accordingly did, and 
maintained it, and the righteoufnefs of it,-1 Sam. 
xxiv. 12—15. P/al. ix. 4. So Chrift pleaded not 
his own caufe as man, but committed himfelf to 
him that judgeth righteoufly ; and his people leave 
their caufe with him, who is their advocate, and is 
able to plead it thoroughly ; and does plead it a- 
gainft wicked and ungodly men, who unrighteoufly 
charge them ; againft Satan the accufer of the bre- 
thren, who ftands at their right hand to refift them; 
and againft their own hearts, and the fins of them, 
which luft and war againft them, and condemn 
them. Fight againft them that fight againft me ; 
fo the Lord is fometimes reprefented.as a man of 
war, and Chrift as a warrior fighting for the faints ; 
and fafe are they on whofe fide he is; but miferable 
all fuch who are found fighters againft him and 
his; for none ever oppofed him and profpered. 

y¥..2. Take hold of fhield and buckler, &c.) De- 
fenfive weapons; not that the Lord ftands in need 
of any of thefe to defend himfelf with: but the 
fenfe is, that he would be as thefe to David; as he 
was to him, and is to allhis people; namely, their 
fhield and buckler: he gives unto them the fhield 
of falvation ; he encompafies them about with his 
favour as with a fhield, and keeps them by his 
power fafe from all theirenemies. And fland up for 
mine help ; for which the Lord arifes, and ftands 
by his people, and againft their enemies, delivering 
them out of their hands. . 

y¥. 3. Draw out alfo the fpear, &c.]_ An of- 
fenfive weapon ; expreflive of the vengeance which 
God fometimes takes of the enemies of his people, 
when he bends his bow, fhoots his arrows, whets 
his glittering fword, and his hand takes hold of 
judgment. And flop the way againft them that perfe- 
cute me: that they might not overtake him ; God 
can hinder, and he fometimes does hinder perfecu- 
tors from overtaking his people in their ftraits ; 
and as he hedges up their way with thorns, that 
they cannot proceed as they have begun, fo he 
hedges up the way of their enemies; interpofes 
himfelf and his power, and isa wall of fire about 
them; a wall for the defence and fecurity of his 
faints, and a wall of fire for the confumption of 
thofe that rife up againft them. ‘The words may 


. 


f 


- ® Se Grotins, Amama, Ainfvorth, and fome in Mollerus. 


be rendered, draw out the fpear and fword, to meet 
thofe that perfecute me’; for 9930 is anoun, and 
fignifies a fword fhut up in its fcabbard; from 
whence /agaris comes, which is one kind of a fword. 
Say unto my foul, I am thy falvation : Chrift is the 
falvation of his people; he is the only perfon ap- 
pointed, provided, promifed, and fent. to be the 
Saviour ; and he is the alone author of falvation ; 
it is wrought out by him, and it is in him, and ia 
him only; and therefore he is called their falvation, 
and the falvation of God: and they are interefted 
in the falvation which is in him; it was defigned, 
prepared, and wrought out for them, and for them 
only ; and it is applied unto them by the Spirit, and 
they fhall perfectly enjoy it to all eternity : and yet 
fometimes they are at a lofs about their intereft in it, 
and defire it might be made known unto them, 
which was the cafe of the pfalmift here ; they, as 
he, fee their neceffity of it, and that there is no com- 
fort nor fafety without it; they are wonderfully 
delighted with the excellency of it, that it is fo 
great in itfelf, fo fuitable to them, fo compleat 
and perfect, and of an everlafting duration; yet, 
what through the hidings of God’s face, the 
temptations of Satan, the greatnefs of their fins, 
and the prevalence of unbelief, they cannot tell 
how to believe their intereft in it ; yet moft earneftly 


defire the Lord would fhew it to them, and affure © 
them of it; which favour, when granted, is by the 
_witneffings of the Spirit to their fpirits, that they 
are the children of God, and the redeemed of the 
Lamb: and this is faid particularly to them ; it is 


not a difcovery of falvation by Chrift in general, 


that they have before, but it is a faying to their 


fouls, that it is theirs; and when this is fpoken 
home to the foul by the Spirit of God, it is effec- 
tua] ; and removes unbelief at once, and fills with 


joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 


¥. 4. Let them be confounded, and put to foame, 


that eek after my foul, &c.| This petition and 


what follows, which feem to be by way of impre- 


cation, are to be confidered as prophecies of what 


would be, and as expreffions of faith that fo it 


fhould be ; and are not to be drawn into examples, 


and to be imitated by private perfons ; nor are they 
contrary to thofe evangelical rules, which require 
men to love their enemies, and pray for them 5 
to give place to wrath, and not meditate ven- 
geance, nor take it: and fo it was with David’s 
enemies. Sau/, who hunted after his foul or life 
to take it away, was filled with fhame and confu- 
fion, when David, having cut off the fkirt of his 
garment, held it up to him ; by which he was con- 
vinced that his life was in his hands, and he did 
not take it away, though he was feeking after his : 
and fo it will fare with the enemies of Chrift, the 
Jews; who fought to take away his life, and did take 
it away,when they fhall fee him come in the clouds 
of heaven,whom they have pierced ; and in like man- 
ner will it be with the enemiesof all his people, whom 
nothing will content but their lives, when they fhall 
fee the lambs they have worried and butchered, 
on Chrift’s right hand and they on the left; and 
to the fheep, faid, Come ye blefled , and to them, 
Go, ye curled. Let them be turned back and brought 
to confufion, that devifemy burt , as Saul did Davia’s, 

even 
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even when he made the moft fpecious fhew of af- 
fection and refpect unto him, as well as when he 
more openly perfecuted him ; and more than once 
was he turned back with fhame, and departed 
home; fee 1 Sam. xxiv. 22. and xxvi. 25. The 
Jews, that came to apprehend Chrift, together with 
the Roman foldiers, and who, had devifed and 
intended his hurt, went backward and fell to the 
ground with fhame and confufion, when having 
afked them who they fought, and they had re- 
plied, told them, he was the perfon; and how 
often has it been, that when wicked men have 
devifed deceitful matters againft the members of 
Chrift, that their counfel has been carried head- 
long, they have not been able to perform their 
enterprizes ; a hook has been put in their nofe, 
and a bridle in their jaws, and they have been 
turned back the way they came, with fhame 
and difgrace, 

¥. 5. Let them be as chaff before the wind, &c.] 
As they are; fee Pfal. i. 4. and let the angel of the 
Lord chafethem, either a good angel, who is the 
Lord’s, his creature that minifters unto him, and 
is ready to obey his orders; and who, as he encamps 
about the faints and protects them, fo he is able to 
deftroy their enemies ; as one angel in a night de- 
ftroyed all the firft-born in Egypt, and another the 
whole army of the 4fyrians, Exod. xii. 29.2 Kings 
xix, 35. an angel of the Lord, who is fwift to fly, 
and fo to chafe and overtake, and able to execute 
whatever is the will of the Lord: or elfe an evil 
angel, who is the Lord’s, being made by him, 
though not made evil by him; and who is under 
his reftraints, and can do nothing but by his per- 
miffion ; and who fometimes is employed by the 
Lord, as the executioner of his wrath upon wicked 
men; is fuffered to diftrefs and torture their con- 
fciences in this life, and hereafter drag them into 
everlafting burnings, prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 

¥. 6. Let their way be dark and flippery, &c.} 
In which they run before the angel, chafing and 
purfuing them; fo that they know not where they 
are, at what they ftumble, whither to flee, nor 
how to ftand; the ways of wicked men are as dark- 
nefs, they know not in what condition they are, 
and whither they are going; and utter darknefs, 
even blacknefs of darknefs, is referved for them : 
but here it means a calamitous, uncomfortable, 
fickle, and unftable fituation in this life; fee Fer. 
xxiii, 11, 12. The allufion is to fome of the val- 
feys in the land of Pa/eftine, which were dark, 
and the roads in them very fmooth and flippery, as 
travellers in thofe parts have obferved%, 4nd let the 
angel of God perfecute them; fee the note on the 
preceding verie. ; 

¥. 7. For without caufe have they bid for me their 
net in apit, &c.] This is faidin allufion to the 
cuftom of digging pits, and putting nets into them 
for the catching of wild beafts; and covering them 
with ftraw or duft, or fuch like things, as Farchi 
obferves, that they might not be difcerned ; and 
which intends the fecret and crafty methods taken 
by David’s enemies to enfnare him and deftroy 
him ; though he had given them no caufe to ufe 
him in fuch a manner; which is an aggravation of 
their fins, anda reafon of the above imprecations, as 
well as of what follows: and in the fame manner, 
and without any juft caufe, Chrift and his members 
have been treated by wicked men, and. therefore 
their damnation is juft, and. will be. inevitable ; 
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Which without caufe they have digged for my fouls 
which is added for further explanation-fake, and 
to aggravate their fin, and to fhew the juftnefs of 
their punifhment. 

y¥. 8. Let deftruction come upon him at unawares, 
&c.] Ora /torm ', fuch as is caufed in the eaftern 
countries by a fouth-wind, very fudden, violent, 
and deftructive *: the fingular number being here 
ufed, fome Jewifh commentators, as Kimchi, have 
thought Sau/ is particularly meant ; and fome chrif- 
tian interpreters have been of opinion that 7udas 
is intended: the imprecations here may be com- 
pared with thofe which refpect him, P/a/. cix. 6, 75 
8. Though this may regard every one of the ene- 
mies of David, or of Chrift and his people, whofe 
ruin and deftruétion will come upon them unawares ; 
fee 1 Theff. v.3. Rev. xviii. 7,8. And let bis net that 
be bath laid catch himfelf ; a figurative exprefiion, 


‘| agreeable to the allufion before made, and which 


is explained in the next claufe. Jnto that very de= 
ftrudtion let bim fall, which he had defigned and 
contrived for others ; fo Haman was hanged on the 
fame gallows he had prepared for Mordecai, and 
fo it often is in the courfe of Providence, that the 
wicked fall into the fame calamity they have in- 
tended and endeavoured to bring others into; fee 
Pfal. vii. 15, 16. and ix. 15, 16. 

y¥. 9. And my foul fhall be joyful in the Lord, 
&c.] — Not in the deftruétion of his enemies, but 
in the God of his falvation; the Targum is, In the 
word of the Lord; the effential Word of God, the 
promifed Meffiah, Saviour, and Redeemer. Chrift 
is the object of a believer’s joy 5 he rejoices in his 
perfon, as he is the mighty God, able to fave him, 
and to keep what he has committed to him, and 


‘to preferve him from falling; as he is God and 


man in one perfon, and fo fit to be a mediator be- 
tween God and man; and as’he is a prophet toin- 
ftruét him, a prieft to expiate his fin and make in- 
terceffion for him, and as aking to rule over, 


| protect, and defend him ; and as he ftands in the 


relations of a father, hufband, brother, and friend: 
he rejoices in what he has done and is doing $ in 
that this Word is made flefh, and has obtained eter- 
nal redemption, and now appears in the prefence of 
God, as an advocate and interceffor : it follows, . 
It fhall rejoice in his falvation, that which Fehovab 
the Father has determined upon, provided for, and 
has formed the fcheme of; that which Febovab 
the Son undertook to accomplifh, and now has fi- 
nifhed ; and that which ebovab the Spirit, had - 
made a difcovery and application of unto the 
pfalmift, in anfwer to his requeft in ¥. 3. This 
filled him with fo much joy, as it does every be- 
liever that has a view of intereft in it; feeing 
hereby the law is fulfilled, juftice is fatisfied, fin is 
atoned for, the pardon of itis procured, an ever- 
lafting righteoufnefS is brought in, and a folid 
foundation laid for hope of eternal glory and hap- 
inefs, , me 
5 y. 10. All my bones fall fay, &c.| So, ina figu- 
rative fenfe, vexation and difquietude are afcribed- 
to the bones, P/alm. vi..2. and xxxviii. 3. and 
fometimes joy and gladnefs, P/al. li. 8. His foul 
is faid to rejoice in the former verfe; and here his 
bones are faid to fhew forth the iraifevoF the Lord: 
and both together defign the;whole man, as heart 
and flefh in Pfal. Ixxxiv. 2. and the bones being 
the ftrength of the body, may denote his fayin 
what follows, with all his might, and with all his _ 
ftrength, and with the utmoft fervency of {pirit, 
ae ne Le 
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Lord, who is like unto thee 3 on account of the per- 
fections of his nature, which appear in the falvation 
and deliverance of his people: there is none like 
unto him for his wifdom, holinefs, power, grace, 
and mercy ; for his foreknowledge, wifdom, and 
counfel, in forming the fcheme of falvation ; for 
his holinefs and juttice, which are glorified by it; 
for his might and power in effecting it; and for 
his grace, mercy, goodnefs, and faithfulnefs fhewn 
in keeping covenant with his people; in pardoning 
and paffing by their iniquity and tranfgreffion, and 
in condefcending to take notice of his poor and 
needy, to deliver them as follows; fee Pfal. cxiii. 
5—8. Which delivereth the poor from him that is 
too ftrong for bim , yea, the poor and the needy, from 
him that [poileth bim 2? in which words the pfalmift 
doubtlefs refpeéts himfelf and his own cafe, who 
was poor and afflicted, and ftood in need of help 
when ,he was perfecuted by Sau/, who was his 
enemy, too ftrong for him, and who fought to fpoil 
and ruin him, but the Lord delivered him out of 
his hands; fee Pja/. xviii. 17. They agree with 
the cafe of all the Lord’s poor and needy, who are 
fo not only in a temporal fenfe, as they commonly 
be; and in fuch fenfe as all mankind are, though 
every one is not fenfible of his fpiritual poverty 
through fin; having neither food nor raiment, nor 
any thing to procure them with, and yet think 
themfelves rich and increafed with goods: but in 
the beft fenfe, being poor in fpirit and rich in faith; 
thefe have enemies ftronger than they. Sin is 
fometimes reprefented as a perfon, their antagonift 
that fights again{ft them, wars with them, prevails 
over them fometimes, and carries them captive : 
fin is too {trong for a man without the grace of 
God; nay, it was too ftrong for Adam in in- 
nocence, and fpoiled him of the image of God, 
ftripped him of his righteoufnefs, and marred all 
the glory and honour in which he was; and it is 
too ftrone for a man that has the grace of God, 
when left to himfelf: but the Lord delivers his 
people from it; they are redeemed from it, and 
faved from punifhment-for it by the blood of 
Chrift ; and they are freed from the power and do- 
minion of it, by the Spirit and grace of Chrift at 
converfion, and at death they are delivered from 
the being of it. Satan is the ftrong man armed, 
and is an over-match for the poor and needy ; but 
Chrift the mighty God is ftronger than he, and has 
ranfomed them out of the hands of him that was 
ftronger than they; and the prey, or they thar 
were made a fpoil by him, are taken out of: the 
hands of the mighty, and the lawful captive is de- 
livered: they are, indeed, .affaulted by his tempta- 
tions, in which he would be too many for them, 
but that they are ftrengthened againft him by the 
Lord, and are enabled to with{tand him.;. who, in 
the iffue, flees from them nor can he do. as he 
pleafes with them, nor re-affume his power)over 


them he once had, nor lead them captive at. his | 


will as he once did: ‘God is on their fide; Chrift is 
their patron and defender, that. pleads their) caufe 
again{thim ; the Spiritthatis within them is greater 
than he that is in the world; angels are all around 
them, and in a little while thefe poor and needy 
will be in heaven, and out of his reach, and fo of 
every oppreffor and perfecutor; now they are: the 
weak things of this world, and their enemies are 
the mighty ones and too ftrong for, them, who 
fpoil them of their good name and character, and 
fometimes of their goods and’ property ; but the 
Lord does, and will deliver them out of their hands, 
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and enter them into reft,; where the wicked ceafe 
from troubling. 

¥. 11. Falle witneffes did rife up, &c.] Againft 
David, faying he fought the hurt of Sau/, 1 Sam. 


-Xxiv. g. as did againft David’s antitype, the Lord 


Jefus Chrift, Matt. xxvi. 59—61. and againtt his 
apoftles, Aé?s xxiv. 5, 6. and very frequently do 
they rife up and bear falfe witnefs againit his peo- 
ple, which is a very heinous crime. They laid to 
my charge things that I knew not; fuch as David 
was not confcious of, never thought of doing, much 
lefs attempted to do; as the taking away of Saul’s 
life, the contrary of which appeared by his cutting 
off his {kirt only when he was in-his hands, and 
taking away his fpear from his bolfter when he 
could have taken off his head ; and fuch were the 
things laid to the charge of the Meffiah, David’s 
fon, who knew no fin, nor did any; and the like 
are exhibited again{t his members, who go through 
good report and bad report, and whofe good con- 
verfation is falfly accufed by malicious men, 
¥. 12. They rewarded me evil for good, &c.] For 
the good David did in killing Goliath, and flaying 
his ten thoufands of the Péilifines, and thereby 
faving his king and country; Sau/ and his cour- 
tiers envied him, and fought to flay him: fo, our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, for all the good he did to the 
Jews, by healing their bodies of difeafes, and preach- 
ing the gofpel to them for the benefit of their 
fouls, was rewarded with reproaches and perfecu- 
tions, and at laft with the fhameful death of the 
crofs; and in like manner are his people ufed; but 
this is an evil that fhall not go unpunifhed; fee 
Prov. xvii, 13. It is added, Zo the /poiling of my 
foul; orto the bereaving of it'; caufing it to be fae 
therlefs; that is, to the bereaving it of its joy,: 
peace, and comfort ; fo fatherlefs is put-for’com- 
fortlefs, Fobn xiv. 18. or to the taking away of his 
foul,which being feparated from the body, its com- 
panion is left alone, as one that is fatherlefs. 
¥. 13. But as for me, when they were fick, &c.J 
Or under any diforder or diftrefs of body or mind, 
when any misfortune or infirmity attended them; 
meaning Sau/ and his courtiers, before David was: 
perfecuted by them. My clothing was fackcloth ; 
that is, he was grieved, and mourned for them, it 
being, ufual to put on fackcloth in time of mourn- 
ing ; fee Gen. xxxvii..34.. I humbled my foul with 
fasting 3 on the account of them, giving up himfelf: 
‘to prayer for them, as follows.. ud my prayer re- 
turned into mine own bofom ; that is, he prayed pri- 
vately and heartily for them, as for himfelf; he 
was conftant in it, his heart was in it, and he took 
delight in it, and he was heard and anfwered ; un- 
lefs the fenfe fhould be, that his prayer was lighted 
by them, and fo returned back to himéfelf, as a pre- 
fent defpifed is returned ; but however it was not 
without its effect, the good for which he prayed for 
them was returned by the Lord unto him. 
y. 14 I behaved myfelf as though he had been my 
friend, or brother, 8cc.| Meaning either Sau/ or 
Doeg the Edomite, or fome fuch evil man ; fome- 
what. like this he fays of Abithopbel, Pfalwxli. g. 
and lv. 13, and Arama thinks he is meant here ; 
as Chrift of Judas, whom he called friend, when 
he came to betray him ; and who not only eat with - 
him at table of his bread, but was fteward. of his 
family, and carried the bag, Matt. xxvi. 50. Fobn 
xiii. 29. I bowed down heavily, as one that mourn- 
‘eth for his mother, or as a'mother that mourneth 
for her fon, as Yarchi interprets it, whofe affec- ‘ 
tions are very ftrong ; and thus Chrift wept“over — 
it Ferufalem, 
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Ferufalem, and had a tender concern for and fym- 
pathy with the Jews, his implacable enemies, and 
wept over them, and prayed for them, Luke xix. 
41. Matt. xxiii, 37. Luke xxiii. 34. 

y.15. But in mine adverfity they rejoiced; 8rc.} 
Or at my halting", either by means of falling into 
fin ; good men are fubject.to flips and falls, and 
that to the diflocating or breaking of their bones, 
which caufe them to go halting all their days ; 
wicked men watch for their halting, as Feremiah’s 
familiars did for his, Fer. xx. 10. and rejoice at 
it; fee Pfal. xxxviti. 16, ¥7. or by falling into 
fome misfortune or calamity; hence we render it 
adverfity, and may defign fome affliction or other, 
as in Mic, iv. 6, Zepb. iii. 19. at which wicked 
men rejoice; fee Ezek, xxv. 23. fo David's ene- 
mies rejoiced at his afflictions ; and the enemies of 
his fon and antitype, the Lord Jefus Chrift, were 
glad when Judas offered to betray him to them ; 
more fo when they had got him into their hands ; 
. and moft of all when he was condemned and cru- 
cified: and fo do the enemies of his people, as the 
Philifiines {ported with Samfon when he was in his 
adverlity, and as the antichriftian party will rejoice 
and fend gifts one to another, when the two wit- 
neffes are flain; but the faints have a gracious 
God, who knows their fouls im adverfity; a fym- 
pathizing high-prieft, who is touched with a feel- 
ing of their infirmities; and fellow-faints. that are 
afflicted with them in all their afflictions, and bear 
a part of their burdens. And gathered them/elves 
together, not to pity him, but to infult him ; not 
to help him in his diftrefs, but to add to ity Yea, 
the abjecis gathered themfelves together againjt me ; 
mean perfons, the refufe and fcum of the earth ¢ 
fuch as. Fob defcribes, Fob xxx. 1—8. the word 
may be rendered /mitten™, either in fpirit, as in 
Va. xvi, 2. they pretending forrow of heart for 
his troubles; or rather fmitten in body, in their 
feet, as Mephibofbeth was; yet as lame as they: were, 
and notwithftanding their lamenefs, they got. to- 
gether to rejoice at David’s halting: or it may 
be beft of all to underftand it of their being {mit- 
ten of God and. affiicted, and the fenfe may be, that 
though the hand of God was upon them, this 
did not deter them from gathering together to 
infult David in his afflictions; fome render the 
word /mifers*, that is, with their tongues, and fo 
the Targum, the wicked who {mite with their words ; 
fee Fer. xviii. 18. and fuch fort of perfons were 
they, that gathered together againft Chrift: it is 
true indeed, that fome of them were men of rank 
and: figure, were the princes-of this world, as He- 
rod’ and. Pontius Pilate, and the Jewith rulers, 


Adis iv. 27, 28. compared with Pfal, ii. r, 2, but. 
the: greater part of them were the meaner, fort’ of 


people; particularly the Roman’ foldiers. that ga- 
thered: about him, and fported with him in: Pilate’s 
hall, and that furrounded him: with {coffs: when 
upon the crofs; thefe alfo were literally: /miters. of 
him, both with. words, and:with:their hands, and 
are fo called, J/a. 1,6. And I knew it-not; Da- 
vid knew his enemies, or hecould not have fhewn 
fo much concern for them, as he did’in the. pre- 
ceding verfes; but either he knew not of their ga- 
thering together againft-him, until/he faw-them-in 
great numbers about him ; or he was not confcious 
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to himfelf of any evil he had done them, that fhould 
be the reafon of it; and this was the cafe of his 
fon the Meffiah, he knew who they were that ga~ 
thered about him, even thofe that blindfolded him, 
and bid him prophefy who fmote him; but he 
knew no fin he had done why he fhould be treated 
in the manner he was. They did tear me, and ceaf- 
ed not; not their own garments, as fome fupply 
it, pretending great grief of heart for him; nor 
their mouth with laughing at him, as others; fee 


y. 21. but either his character and reputation, with 


hard fayings and reproachful words, or his flefh 
with blows ; and this they did inceffantly; and which 
was literally true of Chrift, whofe enemies tore his 
fiefh, by plucking off the hair, by buffeting and 
fcourging him,. and by piercing his hands and his 
feet with nails, when they crucified him; and they 
ceafed not, even after death, to pierce his fide with 
a f{pear. 

¥. 16. With hypocritical mockers in feasts, &c.} 
That is, the abjects gathered themfelves together 
with fuch ; thefe may defign Sau/’s courtiers, his 
parafites and flatterers, and who were hypocrites in 
religion alfo,and made it cheir bufinefs at daal’stable, 
and in their banquettings and revellings, to mock 
at David; and who were hypocritical mockers of or 
for a piece of bread”, as it may be rendered 5. the, 
fame word is ufed for a pafty, or cake, and for flat- 
terers; and they ufed at their feafts to throw a 
pafty baked with honey to parafites*; for the 
word 37pm fignifies a cake, or a piece-of bread, 
1 Kings xvii. 12. and the fenfe may be, that they 
mocked at David as wanting a piece of bread, and 
that he had brought himfelt to one; or elfe thofe,. 
and they that gathered with them efpecially, mocked, 
at David for the fake of a meal or for a piece of 
bread; fee Prov. xxviii. 27. and fuch fort of men. 
were the enemies of Chrift, the fcribes and Phari- 
fees, hypocrites to God, flatterers of men, who 
loved feafts, and the uppermoft places there; and: 
whofe God was their belly ; and who were mockers, 
of Chrift, derided his doétrine, and fcoffed at his. 
perfon, efpecially when he hung upon, the crofs. 
They gnafbed upon me with their teeth ; in indigna- 
tion and contempt; as Stephen’s enemies did on 
him, Aéfs vil. 54. : yi) 

y. 17. Lord, how long wilt thou look on? 8c.) 
And behold thefe injuries and infults, and not arife 
to help and fave. The. pfalmift firmly believed 
the omnifcience of God, and was well affured he 
faw all that was done; but he was ready to confi- 
derthim only as a fpectator; or however, feems. 
impatient until he arofe and fhewed himfelf ftrong, 
on his behalf; fee v.22, 23. Refcue my foul from 
their deftruftions, my darling from the lions , his. 


Joul'and his darling mean the fame; either his)life, 


than, which: nothing is dearer to a man; or his — 
foul, his more noble part, and. which was now 4- — 
lone, or folitary, as the word * ufed fignifies; be~ 
ing forfaken of God and men, and was defolate 


‘| andi affliéted, as. it is rendered P/al. xxv, 16, or 


his: whole perfon, which was among men - 
rable’ to: lions, for their ftrength and favagenefs, 
who breathed out nothing but cruelty and deftruc 

tion; from which: he defires he might be refcued, 
or returned, to the quiet:poffeffion of his own houfe,. 
and! the:houfe of God: the words are much the ~ 


+ 


¥ A1yD.22y9 fablannatoribus fubcine- 


= Weemfe’s Chrift 
4 mr folitariam meam, Pifcator, Gejeru ; 


ye a> 


a. 
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fame with thofe of the Meffiah in P/al. xxii. 20; 
21. fee the notes there. 


¥. 18. J will give thee thanks in the great con- 
gregation, &c.} This is the refolution.the pfalmitt | 


eame unto ; the promife he made, that fhould he be 
delivered from his enemies, he would give God 
thanks in the moft public manner; that is, he 


would acknowledge God to be the author of the | 


mercy, and himfelf unworthy of it; and would 
afcribe glory, honour, bleffing, and thank{giving 
to him, in the midft of the church and people of 
God; they joining with him in it, when he fhould 
be reftored to an attendance with them he before 
prays for. J will praife thee among much people ; 
meéaning the fame as before, the people of God 
meeting together for folemn worfhip ; the great 
congregation of all, and the much people will be 
the faints in heaven, when they fhall be gathered 
together, and fing the fong of Mo/es andthe Lamb. 
The words will bear to be applied to the Meffiah, 
fee Pfal. xxii. 22. ‘ 

¥. 19. Let not them that are mine enemies wrong- 
fully rejoice over me, &c.] The word wrongfully 
is to be joined not to the word rejoice, but to the 
word enemies; and the fenfe is, that they were his 
enemies wrongfully, for falfe reafons, unjuft cauf- 
és, or without any caufe that was juft ; as follows. 
Neither let them wink with the eye that bate me 
without a caufe; fach were David’s enemies, par- 
ticularly Sau/, Pfalm vii. 4. and fuch were the e- 
nemies of Chrift: this laft claufe is thought to be 
referred to by him, and applied to himfelf, Fobu 
xv. 25. and the whole of this is faid of him and 
by him, P/a?. Ixix. 4. feé alfo P/al. cix. 3-5. 
Thefé were the Jews, of whom he came, among 
whom he was, and who had no reafon to’ be his 
enemies, and to hate him; fince he was harmlefs 
and inoffenfive in his life and converfation among 
them; went about doing a great deal of good to 


them, both’ for foul and body, and always exprefs- | 


éd the moft tender concern for them: they had 
reafons for their hatred and rejection of him, but 
not juftifiable ‘ones; fuch as the meannefs of his' 
perfon ‘and ftate in their view, the doétrines’ he 
preached rélating to his Deity, divine Sonfhip, and’ 
the diftinguifhing grace of God; and his:inveigh- 
ing againit the fins and vices which prevailed among 
them ; and fuch are the enemies of his people, who 
hate them, though they are the quiet in the land, 
as is faid in the’ next verfe ; and are harmlefs' and’ 
inoffenfive in their behaviour towards mén’: thefe 
aré hated for Chrift’s fake; and’ becaufe he’ has 
chofen, and" called'them out of the world; and 
Becaufe of their principles, which are diftinguifh- 
ing, and their practices, which are good’: now the 
pfalmift intreats that fuch might not be fuffered to 
go on rejoicing over him, and at his calamities, 
but that he might be delivered out of all troubles,) 
and out of their hands; and that they might not 
have any reafon to wink with their eyes)in a, {corn- 
ful and deriding way to him, and as expreffing 
their pleafure to one another at.his diftrefits ; fee 
Prov. vi. 12, 13. and x. 10... 


. 20. For they peak not peace, &c.] Meaning’ 
‘ Hi i as Fofeph’s’ brethren’ 


to himfelf, or any good ma 
could not to him, Gem. xxxvii. 4. fuch were’ the 
men David had to do with,, Pfal. cxx. 6, 7: and 
fuch were the enemies of Chrift, who could 

give him a°good word, nor fpedk one to him, Fobn 
x. 20..and fich are the enetniés of his people, who 
breathe out nothing but threatnings and flaughter, 
and not any ‘thing that tends t6 peace, to promote 
and: maintain it. Some verfions, as the Séprwa- 
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me, &c.] 
Pfal. xxii. 7, 8. 
-expreffive of joy; and the doubling it fhews the 
_ greatnefg of it. 
heart wifhed for; namely, the diftrefs of him, 
whofe enemies they were. 


adds, 


not 
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gint, and they that follow that, render it; they do 


Speak peace to me ; but then it was in an hypocritical 


way, asin P/al. xxviii. 3. and as the Jews did to 
Chrift, Adatth. xxii. 16; 17. for it follows. But 
they devife deceitful matters again# them that are 
quict in the land; meaning not the wicked, as 
Kimchi thinks; the rich, who live at eafe and in 
quietnefs, having as much as heart can with, with 
whom, as he renders it, David’s enemies devifed 
mifchief in a deceitful way ; but the righteous of 
the earth, as the Targum; fuch as David and his 
men were, who defired to live peaceable and quiet 
lives under Sau/’s government ; and had no inten- 
tion to difturb his government, or wreft the crown 
from him; and as the Meffiah, David's fon, was, 
the humble one in the earths as the Arabic verfion 
renders it in the fingular number ; a chara¢ter that 
well agrees with Chrift, who fhewed great humility 
in coming into this world, and during his ftay in 
it; it was a ftateof humiliation with him, and in 
which he behaved in the moft lowly and humblé 
manner; he was the quiet one in the land; he 
ftrove not, nor cried, nor was his voice heard in 
the f{treet; he was not noify and clamorous, quar- 
relfome and litigious; but all the reverfe; he bore 
all infults, réproaches and fofferings, patiently and 
quietly : and fuch are his people, fo far as they 


are influenced by his grace and Spirit; they aré 
quiet and peaceable in kingdoms, cities, and neigh- 


bourhoods, and in the churches of God ; and yet © 


the wicked are continually plotting againft them, 
and devifing things to their hurt. 


W. 21. Yea, they opened their mouth wide againft 
In laughter, fcorn, and derifion; fee 
And faid, Aba, aba; a word 


Our eye hath feen it; what their 


¥. 22. This thou has feen, O Lord, &¢.} The 


infults and derifions of thefe men, and the injuries 
they did to him, whom they hated. 
| nifcient, and fees all things, all the evil wicked’ men 
do to him; and he will’ requité' them in’his own 


God is om- 


time; fee Pfol.x. 14. Keep not filence ; meaning 
at his‘ prayers; that hé would not be as’ ore deaf 
and dumb, turning his ears from'his cries, and giv= 
ing no anfwer to his'requefts’; fee P/al. xxviii. 1, 


and xxii, 2, O Lord, be not far from me; mean- 
ing’ not as’ to’his general préfénce, in which fenfé 


he is not far from any, 4é5 xvii. 27.\ but with re- 


fpeét to his gracious’ pfefénce’ aid appedranice to 
him for help:and deliverance ;‘ feé P/al. xxii. 1. 


¥.23. Stir up thyfelf, and’ awake, &c.] Who 
feemed* to’ be afleep in the apprehenfions of the’ 
pfalmift, and to take no notice of his diftreffes, and 
the infults of his enemies; fee P/a/. xliv. 23. He 
Tomy judgment, even to my caufe; that is, 
to plead it and maintain it, and avenge him of his 
enemies,. as in.y. 1. making ufe of his covenant- 


intereft in him, as a plea for it to engage him to do 
it, faying, My God, and my Lord; fee Pfal. xxii. 1, 


y. 24. Fudge'me, O Lord my God, according to 
thy righteoufnefs, &c.] Either. that rightedufnels 
of his, by which he’ juftifies his people, which 
Chrift has wrought out, God has accepted’of, and’ 
imputes ;' and which, though revealed’ in the gof- 
pel, was witnefled to by the Law and prophets, 
and ‘was n to the faints under the Old-Tefta- 
ment, and particularly to David’; fee Rom. iv. 6. 
or the perfetion of his'juftice, his’ effential righte- 
oufnefs ‘difplayed in all his works and actions, and 
in the’ government of the world’; accotding'to ws 

the 
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the pfalmift defired to be judged 5 not with refpect 
to his perfon before God, but with refpect to his 
caufe before men, by delivering: him from. his ene- 
mies, and taking vengeance on them: thus Chrift 
alfo. was judged according to the ftrict juftice, or 
righteoufnefs of God; for as fin was righteoufly 
condemned in his flefh, being imputed, to him, 
and found upon him; fo he was, according to 
the juftice of God, acquitted, dilcharged, and juf- 
tified in the Spirit, when he arofe from the dead ; 
and afterwards righteous judgment. was executed 
on his enemies the Jews, when wrath came upon 
them to the uttermoft: and his people are alfo dealt 
with according to the righteoufnefs of God; who 
acts as a righteous God, as juft and faithful in for- 
giving their fins, on account of the blood of Chrift 
being fhed for it ; and in juftifying their perfons 
by his righteoufnefs, and by giving them the crown 
of righteoufnefs laid up for them; and at laft by 
rendering tribulation to them that have troubled 
them. dnd let them not rejoice over me; meaning 
his enemies, as in ¥. 15, 19. that is, let them not 
go on to rejoice ; let them have no occafion for it, 
but deliver me out of their hands. 

¥. 25. Let them not fay in their hearts, Ab, fo 
would we have it, &c.} Or we have what our 
fouls wifhed for and defired: the fenfe of the peti- 
tion is the fame with P/al, xxvii. 12... Let them 
not fay, We have fwallowed him up; as roaring li- 
ons {wallow down their prey, to which: he had 
compared them, y. 17. and as wicked men eat up 
the Lord’s people. as they eat bread, . P/al. xiv. 4. 

y..26. Let them be afoamed and brought to confu- 
fou together, &c.} Ina body, as one man; as 
they gathered together againft him, y.15. fohe 
intreats they might together be brought to fhame 
and confufion, they not being able to execute their 
defigns ; their fchemes being broken, their counfels 
defeated, and they expofed to contempt... That re- 
joice-at mine burt ; the fame with his adverfity, or 
halting, y. 15. Let them be clothed with foame and 
difbonour that magnify themfelves againft. me; let 
them be covered with it, as a man is with.a gar- 
ment ; who magnified themfelves,. opened their 
mouths, in great {welling words of vanity againft 
him, .vaunted and bragged over him, as.in their 
power, and at their will. 4 

y. 27. Let them fhout for joy, and be glad, that 
favour my righteous caufe, 8cc.} The caufe of Da- 
vid was a righteous caufe, he having done no ini- 
quity, or any thing criminal againft Saud his ene- 
my, who perfecuted him; and there were fome 
that~ favoured his caufe, as Jonathan, Saul’s fon, 
and_a few others of rank and figure; but the great- 
eft part were mean and defpicable, 1 Sem,, xxii. 2. 


i: 


WAHIS title which the pfalmift takes to hini- 
felf, regards him not only as. a creature, 

every man being the fervant of the Lord as fuch, 
of right, though notin fact; butas a king, he being 
a minifter of God for good to good men, and for 
~ evil to evil men ; and alfo may refpect him as a 
renewed man ; and it is here ufed in oppofition to 
and diftinction from the wicked, who are the fervants 
of fin and Satan, of whom he fpeaks in this pfalm. 
The Syriac and. Arabic verfions in their titles fug- 
geft that. this pfalm was, written when David was 


> coe eS OA LoVe ROVE vo bp) giana 
To the chief mufician, a” pfalm of David, ' the fervant of ‘the LORD, — 


LMS. Pf. xxxviey.I. 
and fo the caufe of Chrift and of his people, which 
isone, is a righteous caufe, which no one need to 
be afhamed of, and is worth fuffering for ; though 
thofe that favour it, are for the moft part the poor 
and bafe and weak things of the world: but when . 
this caufe profpers they rejoice and are glad, as they 
do atthe happinefs of every particular faint ; for if 
one member is honoured, all the reft rejoice with 
it. Yea, det them fay continually, the Lord be mag- 
nified , let them continually afcribe greatnefs, give 
honour and glory to him, wich bath pleafure in 
the profperity of bis fervant ; meaning either him- 
felf, who was a fervant of the Lord, notonly by 
creation but by grace; and who had his times both 
of temporal and fpiritual profperity ; which were 
owing to the good will and pleafure of God, and 
to the delight and complacency he had in hims 
being.a man after his own heart, raifed up to ful- 
fil his will; and fince this profperity did not arife 
from any defert of his, he would have all the glory 
of it given to God: orelfe he intends the Meffiah, 
his antitype, who as mediator, is the fervant 
of the Lord ; of his choofing, calling, and fend- 
ing ; whofe commands he diligently and faithfully 
obeyed ;, from whom he had his work, and alfo his. 
reward: his profperity lies in the work of redemp-, 
tion fucceeding in his hands; in his exaltation at the 
right hand of God ; and in the fpread of his gofpel 
in the world, and the efficacy of it to the conviétion 
of finners ; and inthe eftablifhment and increafe of, 
his kingdom and intereft ; on which account, the 
Lord’s name is to be magnified and glorified, who 
delights in him as his fervant, and in his profperity ; 
and the rather this is to be done, fince ‘the faints: 
have an intereft_ in him as a Prince and a Saviour > 
or any one of the fervants of the Lord may be un-. 
derftood ; or however it is applicable to any one of, 
them, who, through the power of divine grace 
upon them, are made willing to ferve the Lord. 
with reverence and godly fear; who are his Hepb- 
zi-bab, in whom is all his delight and pleafure:, 
who rejoices over them to do them good: and 
hence flows all the fpiritual profperity they enjoy, 
on account of which glory is to be given to. God 
by them and all the faints that know it, P/al. 
XXXIV. I, 2. ie 

¥. 28. And my tongue foall [peak of thy righteous- 
nefs, 8c.] In vindicating his caufe and bringing, 
his enemies to fhame and confufion, as well.as.of 
the glory and excellency of that righteoufnefs of his, 
by. which he was juftified in his fight, and from 
whence his inward .peace and profperity flowed ; 
And of thy praife all the day long; for the many 
mercies, temporal and fpiritual, he was every day 
| favoured with, By Se as 
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perfecuted by Saul, ‘and which is the fenfe ¢ 
interpreters 5 but R. Obadiah thinks Abithophel is 
‘defigned by the wicked man in it; and fo it was 
penned on account of /alam’s rebellion. 
oak 2 AIAG ahOb 6 bide RRR Bi 

_¥ 1, The tranfgrefion of he vce within 
my heart, &c.) Which is reprefented as a perfon 
peaking within him ; not that the tranfgreffion of 
the wicked wasreally in him ; fin was in him, an 
man’s ; but he taking notice of and confic shy 


fin of the fame kind and nature with 
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wicked man’s finful courfe of life, and his daring 
impieties, conceived in his own mind, and con- 
cluded from hence, that there is 20 fear of God be- 
fore bis eyes 5 no reverential affection for him, but 
enmity to him ; no godly filial fear, but at moft 
only a flavifh fear, a fear of punifhment ; no holy 
and humble fear of him, but pride and wicked- 
ne{s ; no fiducial and obediential fear, but all the 
reverfe ; no true worlhip of him, either internally 
or externally: there can be no fear of God in any 
unregenerate man’s heart, becaufe it is not of na- 
ture but of grace, and is what is implanted at firft 
converfion ; there is in fome an appearance of, it, 
where it is not really, whofe fear is taught by the 
precept of men; and in others there may be fome 
awe of the divine Being, and trembling at the 
thought of a future judgment, arifing trom the 
dictates of nature, the light of revelation, and the 
enjoyment of a religious education; but in fome 
there is no fear of God at all, and they are bold 
and daring enough to affert it themfelves, as the 
unjuft judge did, Luke xviii. 4. Such as the 
atheift, the common fwearer, the debauchee and 
epicure, who give up themfelves to all manner of 
wickednefs, contemn revelation, defpife the word 
of God, and regard no day nor manner of worfhip ; 
and this notwithftanding the majefty of God, at 
whofe prefence they tremble not, and notwith- 
ftanding the goodnefs of God, which fhould in- 
duce them to fear him, and notwithftanding the 
judgment of God on others, and even on them- 
felves; fee Fer. iii. 8. Luke xxiii. 40, and not- 
with{tanding the future awful judgment which they 
put far away or difbelieve. The Targum is, tran/- 
grefion faith to the wicked within my heart; and 
Farchi’s note upon the text is this, “« this text is to 
“© be tranfpofed thus, It is in my heart, that tranf- 
*© oreffion, which is the evil imagination, fays to 
«< the wicked man, that there fhould be no fear of 
« God before his eyes ; and the phrafe in the 
‘ midjt of my heart, is as if a man fhould fay, fo it 
« feems to me.” The Septuagint verfion, and 
thofe that follow it, render the words thus, be 
tranfereffor faid, that he might fin in bimfelf, there 
is no fear of God before bis eyes. Guffetius * inter- 
prets before bis eyes, before the eyes of God him- 
felf,who is fo good a Being, that the finner fears no 
punifhment from him, but will pardon all his fins. 
y. 2. He flattereth himfelf in bis own eyes, &c.] 
There are many felf-flatterers ; fome on account 
of their worldly eftate, that they are out of the 
reach of God and men, and regard neither ; and 
that as they have much goods laid up, they fhall 
enjoy them many years,and fo never think of dying, 
nor of another world: others on account of their 
eternal ftate, pleafing themfelves with their own 
purity, goodnefs, and righteoufnefs : fome flatter 
themfelves either that their fins are not fins, or they 
are {mall ones; or they are no other than what 
multitudes commit; or they are not feen and 
_known, andthat God himfelf fees them not, or 
_takes no notice of them’; and that they fhall go.on 
with impunity, fentence againft them being not 
{peedily executed ; and others that there is no God, 
will be no judgment, nor future ftate. Until bis 
iniquity be found to be hateful, or, to Jind bis iniquity 
and to bate * that which is good, as the word may 
be rendered ; that is, he flatters himfelf, or {peaks 
{mooth things to himfelf, and endeavours to work 
himfelf up into the belief of the above things; that 
he may find, embrace, and indulge his lufts with a 
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quiet confcience, and hate God, good men, and 
every thing that is good ; the Targumis, «that he 
** may find fins and hate doétrine”’ or infttuétion. 
Jarchi and Aben Ezra interpret the wotds another 
way ‘* that the holy and blefled God may find out 
‘* his iniquity to hate him” fee Gen. xliv. 16. 
which God may be faid to do, when he charges 
the guilt of fin upon the confcience, and punifhes 
for it; and expofes both the finner and his fins to 
the world ; thereby teftifying his hatred of him 
and his fins; and which fhould have been hateful to 
him, as they are to all good men. 

¥. 3. The words of bis mouth are iniquity and de- 
cet, &c.} Not only finful, burt fin itfelf; his 
mouth is full of curfing and bitternefs, of filthy 
and unchafte words, of corrupt communication, 
lying deceit and flattery ; out of the abundance of 
the wickednefs of his heart his mouth fpeaketh ; 
and which fhews the badnefs of it, and proves all 
that is faid before of him. He bath left off to be 
wife, and to do good; by which the pfalmitt feems 
to intend one that had been a profeflor of religion, 
who, befides the light of nature he had acted con- 
trary to, had had the advantage of a divine revela- 
tion, and had been enlightned into the knowledge 
of divine things, and had done many things ex- 
ternally good, particularly acts of beneficence; but 
now had dropped his profeffion of religion, denied 
the truths he had been enlightned into, and ceafed 
from doing good ; otherwife a natural man under- 
ftandeth not, and though he is wife to do evil, to 
do good he has no knowledge. 

¥. 4. He devifeth mifcbief upon his bed, &c.] He 
cafts about in his mind on his pillow, when at 
leifure from all employment ; and confults and 
contrives fchemes how to compafs his lufts, and 
to doinjury to others, without doing which he ¢can- 
not fleep. He fetteth bimfelf in a way that is not 
good ; in an evil way, which he choofes and de- 
lights in, and determines to continue in, he leaving 
the paths of righteoufnefs to walk in the ways of 
darknefs : he abborreth not evil ; which is to be ab- 
horred \both becaufe of its nature and effects; fee 
Rom. xii. g. but on the contrary he loves it, takes 
pleafure in doing it, and in them that commit ic: 
thus by his thoughts, words, and actions, he ap- 
pears to be devoid of the fear of God. 

WV. 5. Thy mercy, O Lord, isin the heavens, &c.] 
Meaning either the general mercy of God the earth 
is full of, and extends to all creatures ; to which it 
is Owing that wicked men before defcribed, are not 
confumed ; and which reaches up to the heavens *, 
as the words are by fome rendered, as their fins do ; 
fee Pfal. lvii. 10. or the fpecial mercy of God, and 
regards not the objects of it, creatures in heaven ; 
for there are none there proper objects of mer- 
cy; but the feat of it, the heart of God who is 
in heaven; or the repofitory of it, the covenant 
of grace, which is full of the fure mercies of David , 
and of mercy there was a moft glaring inftance, 
when the Son of God was fent down from heaven, 
to obtain falvation for finful men ; or it may de- 
note the original of it, the heaven, being as ben 
Ezra obferves fome Jewith interpreters fay, the 
fountain of mercy, and the fpring of truth; or the 
greatnefs and abundance of it, it being as high as 
heaven, yea, above it; fee P/al. ciii. 11, and cviii. 
4. And thy faithfulnefs reacheth unto the clouds ; 
which lies in the execution of his purpofes, whofe 
counfels of old were faithfulnefs and truth; and 
in keeping his covenant and promifes ; he never 
changes 
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changes his mind nor forgets his word: he is a God 
of truth and cannot lie; he knows the end from 
the beginning ; no unforefeen’ event can turn up 
to hinder the performance of what he has purpofed 
and promifed, and he is able to perform; nor 
does ever any of the good things he has fpoken of 
fail: though his faithfulnefs fometimes feems to be 
not only to the clouds, but in them, and out of 
fight; providences feem to clafh with promifes, 
which make unbelief to fay, Doth his promife fail 
for evermore ? yet though we believe not, he abides 
faithful, P/al. xxvii. 8. 2 Tim. ii. Lae 

x. 6. Thy righteoufne/s is like the great mountains, 
_ &c.] Or, the mountains of God; fo called for 

their excellency, as the cedars of God, P/al. Ixxx. 
10. or as Gu/fetius* oblerves, the greateft and higheft 
mountains, which are here meant, reaching above 
the clouds and the region of the air, are the pillars 
of the palace of God, and a part of it; and there- 
fore called his mountains with great propriety, to 
which his righteoufnefs is compared : that is, either 
the righteoulnefs of God in the government of the 
world, which is fometimes like the high mountains, 
not to be reached and accounted for in the prefent 
{tate of things, though always is, and is immove- 
able as they are; or the righteoufnefs of God, by 
which he juftifies finners, which may be faid to be 
as the mountains of God, becaufe of the dignity 
of his perfon, who has wrought i it out ; and becaule 
of the clear manifeftation of it, the gofpel, and fo 
vifible, as high mountains ; and becaufe of the im- 
moveablenefs and duration of it. Thy judgments 
are a great deep; both in a way of providence, 
many of them being at prefent not to be traced, 
though ere long they will be made manifett.; and 
in away of grace, fuch as the choice of fome and 
the leaving of others, the rejection of the Jews, 
and the call of the Gentiles; fee Rom. xi. 33. O 
Lord, thou preferveft man and beaft ; in a providen- 
tial way, upholding each in their being, and fup- 
plying them with the neceffaries of life : ’ fome un- 
derftand this figuratively, of God’s faving Jews 
and Gentiles, wife and unwife, and particularly thofe 
who, through humility and modefty, as Farchi 
fays, compare themfelves to beats, becaufe of their 
ignorance and ftupidity, Prov, xxx. 2. Pfal. Ixxiii, 
225 ’ 

y¥. 7. How excellent is thy loving kindnefs, O God, 
&c.] Which has appeared to men and not angels 
to fome and not others; to the chief of finners, 
who are by nature children of wrath as others ; in 
chufing, redeeming, and calling them, taking them 
into his family, and making them heirs of eternal 
glory ; and all this of his fovereign good will and 
plealure, there being Aothing in them that could 
move him to it; which loving kindnefs was in his 
heart from everlafting, ahd will: never change in 
him, nor depart from. them 5 and hence it mutt be 
moft.excellent and. precious : therefore thé children 
of men put their truft under the foadow of thy wings : 
not all men ; for all have not faith, only fome, to 
whom it is given to believe, and who know the 
Lord and his loving: kindnefs ; by which’ they are 
“induced and encouraged to trutt i in him, to. betake 
themfelves to him for mercy and protection, which 
they find in him: the allufion is either to the hen 
that patho het chickens under her wings, and pro- 
teéts them in time of danger, and fo it exprefles both 
the paternal affection of God tohis people, and the 
protection of them ; or elfe to the wings of the 
cherubim over the mercy- -feat, between which ag 
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Lord “fat and communed with his peontas and 
fhewed mercy and favour to them, which encou- 


God ‘himfelf, as he j is in Y Chri is 


though: the manifeftations of ; cn 
fame’s and itis sete dco 


* TDN 49pN vena vie, ee { suepe 


Pf. XxxxViNy. 6—1 bp 


raged them to truft in him. 

¥. 8. F; ‘bey foall be abundantly fatisfied with the 
fatnefs of thy boufe, &c.| By his houfe is meant 
the church of God, of his building, and where he 
dwells; by the fatnefs of it the ‘provifions there, 
the word and ordinances, and the bleflings of grace 
which they hold forth; and efpecially Chritt, the 
fatted calf, the bread of life, whofe’ flefh is meat 
indeed, and whofe blood is drink indeed, and which 
make a feaft of fat things ; and thefe they that cruft: 
in the Lord, are welcome to eat and drink of abun- 
dantly, and to abundant fatisfa@tion 5 3 fee’ M 
6. Pfal. xxii. 26. And thou foalt make them dram of 
the river of thy pleafure , the love of God, whofe 
ftreams make glad the city of Gods or the ful- 
nefs of grace, ‘whic isan Chrift, out of which 
believers draw with joy, and drink with pleafure 5 
or eternal glory and happinefs, enjoyed in’ the 
prefence of God, in which is fullnefs of joy, 
and at whofe.right hand are pleafures for ever+ 
more ; a never ceafing torrent of them. 

¥. 9. For with thee is the fountain of life; &ec.J 
Or lives *: God himfelf is: the fountain of liv- 
ing waters ; this is a reafon proving the happi+ 
nefs of thofe that truft in the Lord,’ and that 
they fhall enjoy thé above things; becaufe with 
God the object of their truft is the fountain of 
life 3 not only of natural life, from whom ‘they 
have it, and by whom ‘it is fupported, but of 
fpiritual life, being quickened by him when dead 
in fin, by virtue ‘of which they live by faith on 
Chrift, and alfo of ‘eternal life; and’ the’ phrafe 


denotes, that life is originally in’ God’as’ in its - 
fountain, and that ‘both the fullnefs of it is with | 


him, and the freenefs of it in the communica- 
tion of it to others, as well as its continuance 
and duration. Jn thy light /hall’ we fee light 5 

God is light itfelf, the Father of lights, and the 
former of it in every fenfe ; in the light of his 
countenance, and the difcoveries of his love, they 
that truft in him feé light, or enjoy comfort; and in 
the light of his Son Jefus Chrilt, the fun of righte- 
oufnels and light of the world, they fee the face 
of God, and enjoy his favours and behold the 
elory and excellency of Chrilt himfelf ; and in the 


light of the divine Spirit, who is a Spirit of wifdom _ 
and revelation, they fee their fins exceeding finful, 


their righteoufitefs as nothing, and a precioufnels 
in the biéed, righteoufnefs, und facrifice of Chrift s 


and in the light of the divine word, they fee the — 


truths of the cofpel in their native fimplicity and 
excellency, and the duties of religion to be 


formed by them ; and in the light of faith, which is _ : 
the'gift of God, they have at Teatt olimpie of the - 
unfeen glories of the other world; and) when the _ 


beatific’ vifion fhall take place, they” fhall ‘fee no 
mote darkly through a glafs, but face'to face, even 
7 Ai 5 igen 

210! O continue thy loving -Rindnefi tot ben 
that know thee, &c.| "That is tpiritually and 


perimentally ; and fuch are they that ruft Hh - 


and love him: and thefe até'the ‘objeéts of the lo 
of God ;, not that their knowledge, fa thy! 

are the caufe of his love to them ; but th 
defcribe and paint at’ manifettly. * obje ef: 
and this'requeft re panes the open difeavery yo 
to thei : for the I Goat vays 
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of them, the pfalmift here prays: for it may be 
rendered, draw out thy loviyg-kindnefs *, that. is, 
to agreater length; make a larger and clearer dif- 
covery of it, thatthe height and depth, and length 


and breadth of it, may be more difcerned. dud 


thy righteoufne/s unto the upright in heart 5 who are 
fincere and without guile; who have new hearts 


created and right {pirits renewed in them, and have. 


truth in the inward parts ; and unto and upon fuch 
is the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and where it always 
continues,.for it is an everlafting one; but here it 
means a clearer and conftant revelation of it from 
faith to faith; unlefs ic fhould rather intend the 
righteoufnefs of God in protecting his people. from 
the infults of their enemies, and the continual ex- 
értion of it for that purpoig. 

y¥. 11. Let not the foot of pride come againft me, 
&c.] Meaning fome proud enemy, fuch an one 
as Abitbophel, of whom. R. Obadiah expounds it, 


Ae 
| 635 
who lift. up his heel againft him ; and is applica- 
ble to any haughty enemy of Cbriit and his peo--. 
ple, and particularly to antichrift, the man of fin, 
that exalts himfelf above, all that is called, God. 
And let not the band of the wicked remove me; cither 
from the houfe of, God; or from his throne, that 
high ftation and dignity in which he was placeil. 

oy Me 42. There are the workers of iniquity fallen, 
&c.] Eitherin the pit they dug for others; or into 
hell, where they fhall be turned at laft; fee the 
notes on Pfal. v. 5. and vi. 8. They are caft down, 
and foall not be able to.rife; which will be the caie 
of Babylon. when fallen, Rev. xviii, 21. and this 
diftinguifhes the falls of the wicked from thofe of 
the righteous; for though the righteous fall, whe- 
ther into fin, or into any calamity, they rife again, 
not.fo the wicked fee P/al. xxxvii.24. Mic. vii.8. 
and thus as the pfalm begins with: the tranf{gret- 
fion of the wicked, it ends with their ruin. 


PSALM  XXXVII. 


A pfalm of David. 


HIS pfalm, it is very probable, was written 

at the fame time, and upon the fame occa- 

fion, with the former ; and defcribes the different 

{tates of good and bad men; and is full of exhor- 

tations, inf{truétions, and advice to the people of 

God ; intermixed with various encouraging pro- 

mifes. A late learned writer " thinks it was. writ- 

ten for Mephibefbeth’s confolation under Ziba’s ca- 
Jumny. 


¥. 1. Fret not thyfelf becaufe of evil-doers, &c.] 
‘The faints may be grieved at them and for them, 
becaufe of their evil doings, and may be angry 
with them for them; yet are not to fhew any un- 
due warmth, at leaft in an indecent way, by calling 
them opprobrious names; for the words may be 
rendered, do not fhew thy/elf warm or angry’, ina 
finful way ; or fret not at their outward profperity, 
as it is explained ¥. 7. _The Targum adds, to be 
like them, which agrees with y..8, Neither be thou 
envious againft the workers of iniquity; that is, at 
their prefent temporal happinefs ; fee P/al. xxiii. 3. 
The Targum adds, as before, to be joined with them; 
which fenfe fome parallel places feem to incline to, 
Prov. iti. 31. and xxiii. 17. | 

¥..2. For they fhall foon be cut down like the gra/s, 
and wither as the green herb.| Which in the motn- 
ing looks green, gay, and flourifhing, and in the 
evening is cut down and then fades away ;. fee 
Pfal. xc. 5, 6. and fo the wicked profper and flou- 
rifh for a while, and then they perifh with all their 
honour, riches, and wealth ; fo that their happinefs 
is a very fhort-lived one, and therefore need not be 
envied and fretted at. _. a a: 

y. 3. Truft in the Lord, &c,| Not in men, who 
are fading and, perifhing like the green grafs and 
tender herb; nor in riches, which are very uncer- 
tain things; but in the Lord, in whom is everlaft- 
ing ftrength ; and with whom are riches and hon- 
our, yea durable riches and righteoufnels ; truft in 
him both for things temporal and fpiritual, for foul. 
and body, for time and eternity ; the way to have 
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peace and quietnefs of mind under all difpenfations, 
is to exercife faith on a promifing God. . The Taz- 
gum is, truft'in the Word of the Lerd, in. the effen- 
tial Word of God, the promifed Meffiah. .. dnd do 
food ; in general, all good a¢tions, in faith, and as 
the fruits and effects of it, without trufting to them, 
but in the Lord ; doing them in his ftrength, and 
with a view to his glory; or in particular, aéts of 
beneficence to the poor, to which the encourage- 
ment follows. So /halt thou dwell in the land; ei- 
ther in the land of Canaan, a continuance in which 
depended upon the obedience of the people of the 
Jews to the commands of God; fee /a.i. 19. Eph, 
vi. 1, 2» of rather in the good land which is. afar 
off, the heavenly and better.country, which thofe — 
that truft in the Lord, and have that faith in Chrift 
which works by love, fhall dwell in.to,all eternity. 
And verily thou foalt be fed; either. temporally, 
fhall have food and raiment, even all the neceflaries 
of life; or fpiritually, with the word and. ordinan- 
‘ces, ‘and with Chrift the bread of life now; and 
hereafter fhall be fed by him, the Lamb in the 
midit of the throne, and. by hirn Jed to fountains ot 
living water: fome read the words as,an exhorta- 
tion, and render them, feed truth *, i.e, teach it, as 
Abraham taught his houfhold, and as faithful paf- 
tors feed with knowledge and underftanding ; or 
feed by faith’, as the juft live by it; or as the Zar- 
f£um renders it, be ftrong in faith, as Abraham was, . 
Rom. iv. 20. or rather, feed upon truth™, the word 
of truth, the gofpel of falvation, and the feveral 
truths and doétrines of it, which are food. for faith 
and nourifh up to everlafting life. aceite) 
oY. 4. Delight thyfelf alfoin the Lord, 8¢.] In 
the 'perfons in God, Father, Son, and Spirit ; in the 
perfections.of God, his power, goodnefs, faithful- 
nefs, wifdom, love, grace and mercy ;.in his works 
of creation,, providence, and redemption; in. his 
word, his gofpel, the truths, and ordinances of it 5 
in his houfe, and the worfhip of it ; and in his peo-., 
ple, the excellent in the earth, in whom was all the 
delight of the pfalmift ; and each of thele afford a 
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field of delioht/and pleafure, to attend unto, con- 
template, and meditate upon. And he shall give 
thee the defires of thine heart, fuch as are accord- 
ing to the will of God, and for the good of his 


people; fuch as relate to communion with him, 


and to the communication of more grace from him, 
and to the enjoyment of eternal glory. 

yr. 5: Commit thy way unto the Lord, &c.) Or 
thy works, as in Prov. xvi. 3. that is, all the affairs 
and bufinefs of life, which are a man’s ways in 
which he walks; not that men fhould fit ftill, be 
inactive, and do nothing, and leave all to be done 
by the Lord; but fhould feek direction of God in 
every thing engaged in, and for ftrength and 
affiftance to perform it, and go on in it, and de- 
pend upon him for fuccefs, and give him all the 
glory, without trufting to any thing done by 
them : or, as fome render the words, reveal thy 
way untothe Lord“; not that God is ignorant of 
the ways of men, and of their affairs, and of their 
wants and neceffities, but it is their duty to afk, 
and it is his delight to hear; they may come and 
ufe freedom with him, and tell him their whole 
cafe, and leave it with him, believing he will fup- 
ply all their need : or, as others render it, roll thy 
way on the Lord’; fee Pfal. lv. 22. meaning not 
the burden of fin, nor the weight of affliction, but 
any affair of moment and importance, that lies 
heavy upon the mind, it is an eafe to the mind 
to fpread it before the Lord, who fympathizes 
with his people, fupports them under and brings 
them through their difficulties. Aud be fhall bring 
it to pa/s; as he does whatever he has appointed 
and determined fhall be and whatever he has 
promifed, and whatever will be for his own 
glory and his peoples good. 

¥. 6. And be fhall bring forth thy righteonfnefs as 
the light, &c.] That is, the good man having 
committed his caufe to him that judgeth righte- 
oufly, he will, in his own time, clearly make it ap- 
pear, that it is a righteous one, both to himfelf and 
others, in whatfoever obfcurity it may have Jain. 
And thy judgment as the noon day; the fame as be- 
fore, unlefs rather the righteoufnefs of Chrift, which 
is the believer’s by imputation, and is a juftifying 

_ one in the judgment of God, fhould be meant ; fee 
Micab vii. 9. and the phrafes may denote not bare- 
ly the revelation of it in the gofpel, but the more 
clear manifeftation of it to the believer himfelf, from 
faith to faith; or as it will be ftill more clearly re- 
vealed and declared at the day of judgment, when 
thofe whoare clothed with it fhall fhine as the fun 
in the kingdom of their Father, and be clear of 
all thofe charges and imputations which they have 
lain under in this life. ’ 

y. 7. Reft in the Lord, 8ec.] Or be filent to the 
Lord ®; be ftill and know that he is God ; quietly 
fubmit to his will, and acquiefce in all the difpen- 
fations of his providence : it does not defign a 
ftupid indolence, or a ftoical apathy, that we fhould 
be like ftocks and ftones, without any concern at 
the hand of God upon us; nor an entire filence un- 
der afflictions ; we fhould own that they are of 
God, and that we are deferving of them; we 
fhould pray to him to fanétify them, to fupport 
under them, and deliver out of them; we fhould 
blefs his name that they are no worfe, and that 
they are any ways ufeful to us; and we fhould fpeak 
to others of the divine goodnefs experienced under 
them ; but this ftands oppofed to an arraigning or 


; a te. . erp etherane 4 
® SY aroxarvdor, Sept. revela, V.L. Junius & Tremellius, Pifeator; fo the Targum, Cocceius, Gejerus, 


PSALMS. 


— a 
Piixxxviiiy.5—11. 


murmuring at the providence of God, and intends 
a patient bearing the hand of God, and a refigna- 
tion of will to his will ; for it follows, And wait 
patiently for bim , for the enjoyment of him, help 
from him, and deliverance by him. Fret net thy- 
Self becaufe of him who profpereth in his way, becaufe 
of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pafs ; this 
explains the fenfe of y. 1. it being often an addi- 
tional uneafinefs to the people of God under affiic- 
tion, when they obferve the profperity of men that 
go on ina finful way, and have all or more than 
heart can. wifh; and whatever they contrive and 
devife, though wicked and criminal. pe 

y. 8. Ceafe from anger; &c} Either at thefe 
wicked men who are fo profperous, or at God, who 
for the prefent fuffers it; fee Fonab iv. 9. Prov. 
xix. 3. And forfake wrath, which is anger wrought 
up to a greater degree; and the rather to be 
fhunned and avoided, as being very difagreeabte 
to the character of a good man. Fret not thyfelf in 
any wife to do evil ; evil may be done by fretting 
at the profperity of wicked men, or by imitating . 
them, doing as they do, in hope of being profpe- 
rous as they are ; from which the pfalmift diffuades 
by reafons following. 

¥. 9. For evil doers fhall be cut off, &c.J Tho? 
they flourifh for a while, they fhall be cut down 
like the grafs or flower of the field, or they fhall 
be cut off as branches from a flourifhing tree; they 
fhall be cut off from the earth, and rooted out of 
it by death or fome defolating judgment ; fee Prov. 
ii. 22. and therefgre not to be envied and fretted 
at. But thofe that wait upon the Lord /ball inberit 
the earth; fuch who attend his word, worfhip, and 
ordinances ; obey his commands, truft in his grace 
and mercy ; or, as the Targum, truft in the Word 
of the Lord; who wait upon him for the manifefta- 
tions of himfelf, for the performance of his pro- 
mifes, for anfwer of prayer, for fupplies of grace, 
and live in the expectation of the heavenly glory 5 
thefe fhall have for their inheritance, not the land 
of Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honey, 
which the obedient Jews enjoyed ; but either this 
world and the neceffaries of it, which fuch perfons 
have the promife of, a right unto through Chriit, 
are heirs of, and do enjoy what they do witha 
bleffing ; or elfe the new earth after this, in which 
only righteousones, thofe that wait upon the Lord, 
and truft in him, will dwell; unlefs the heavenly 
country, the good land afar off is ‘meant, often 
called an inheritance. ° a 

y. 10. For yet a little while and the wicked foall 
not be, &c.} Not that they fhall be annihilated 
or reduced to nothing, becaufe non-entities have 
no place nor being any where ; when they die they 
fhall lift up their eyes in hell ; their bodies’ will 
rife again at the laft day ; they fhall ftand before 
the judgment-feat of Chrift, and go into everlaft- 
ing punifhment; but they thall be no more in the 
world, and in the fame Hourifhing and profperous 
circumftances they were : and this their deftruétion 
will be in a fhort time, véry quickly. 2@a, thou 
Soalt diligently cunfider bis place and it thal not be ; 
his dwelling place, called after his own name, to per- 
petuate the memory of him; fee Fob vil. 10. and 
xX. 9. an inftance of this the pfalmift gives of his 
own knowledge, y. 35, 36. eras 

y. 11. But the meek hail inherit the earth, &c.] 
See the note on y. g. of this charaéter fee the note 
on P/al. xxii, 26, . Our Lord jeems to refer tothis 
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paffage in Matt.v. 5. And fhall delight themfelves 
in the abundance of peace’ of {piritual peace en- 
joyed ina way of believing, arifing from a com- 
fortable view of intereft in the blood, righteoufnefs, 
and facrifice of Chrift ; and of all happinefs and 


profperity in the kingdom of Chrift here on earth, . 


at which time there will be abundance of’ peace, 
Pfal. \xxii. 7. or of eternal peace in the world to 
come, which will be a ftate of. uninterrupted and 
unfpeakable peace ; fee ¥. 37. all which afford in- 
conceivable delight and pleafure ; and therefore 
fuch have no need to fret and be envious, at the 
fading happinefs of wicked men. i 

y. 12. The wicked plotteth againft the juft, &c.) 
Forms fchemes to make him uneafy, uncomfort- 
able, and unhappy ; And gnafheth upon him with 
bis teeth ; which exprefies his malice‘and hatred, as 
Davia’s enemies. did upon him, P/al, xxxv. 16. 
and Stepben’s, Acts vii. 54. ' 

¥. 13. The Lord fhail laugh at him, &c. | Have 
him and his plots in derifion, confound his ichemes, 
and difappoint him of his defigns, bring him into 
calamity and laugh atit; feé P/al. i. 4. Prov. 1. 26. 
For he feeth tbat bis day is coming ; either the day 
of the Lord, which he has appointed to judge the 
world in 3 and which comes fuddenly, at unawares, 
as.a.thief in the night, and is known unto the 
Lord though to none elfe ; or the day of the wick- 
ed’ man’s ruin, and deftruétion, to which he is 
appointed, and which is the fame; and fo the 
Targum is, the day of his calamity ; which the 
Lord obferves is haftening on, when he will be 
for ever miferable, 

y. 14. The wicked bave drawn out the fword, 
&c.} That is, out of the feabbard ; they drew upon 
the righteous, in order to fheath it in them ; or they 
fharpened the fword, as dben Ezra obferves 
fome interpret the word 3 it may be literally ren- 
dered, opened the fword 3, which before lay hid in 
the fcabbard; dud have bent their bow ;’ having 
put the arrow in it in ofder to fhoot. The former 
expreffion may defign the.more open, and this the 
more fecret way of.acting again{t the righteous ; 
and their view in both is to caf down the poor and 
needy, who are fo, both in a temporal and fpiritual 
fenfe ; to caufe fuch to fall either into fin, or into 
fome calamity or another; And to flay fuch as be of 
upright converfation 5 who walk according to the 
rule of the word of God, and as becomes the gof- 
pel of Chrift : nothing lefs than the blood and life 
of thefe men will fatisty the wicked ; and it is an 
aggravation of their wickednefs, that they fhould 
attempt to hurt men of fuch character, who are 
poor and needy, holy, harmlefs, inoffenfive, and 
upright ; and this points at the reafon why they 
hate them, and feek their ruin, becaufe of the ho- 
linefs and uprightnefs of their lives; fee Zohn xv. 
19, 20. I Pét. iV. 35 4+. ' 

ye 15. Their fword fall enter into their own 
heart, &c.} As Saul’s did into his, 1. Sam. xxxi. 
4. And their bows foall be broken ; the meaning is, 
that their efforts fhall be fruitlefs, and their at- 
tempts in vain; the mifchief they have contrived 
and defigned for others, fhall fall upon themfelves ; 
fee P/al. vii. 15. and therefore the faints fhould not 
be fretful and envious. 

y. 16. A litile that a righteous man hath, &c.) 
It is the portion of the righteous, for the moft part, 
to have but little of this world’s goods ; fome in- 
deed have been rich, as Abraham, Lot, David, 
Fofeph of Arimathea, and others; but generally 
{peaking, the wicked have the largeft thare of 


@ MD SM aperuerunt gladium, Gejeras, 
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worldly things, and the tighteous but little, and are 
as having nothing comparatively; and yet their litele, 
‘is better than the riches of many wicked not thata 
little is better than much, or that poverty is bettér 
than riches, or a poor man better than a rich 
man; but the comparifon is between a righteous 
man and a wicked man; the emphafis lies there : 
and the fenfé is; that a righteous man’s Jitile, is bet- 
ter than a wicked man’s much; the righteous: have 
aright to what they have, through Chrift, who is 
heir of all things, but not the wicked ; they have 
what they have in love and with a bleffing, not fo 
the wicked ; they are contented in their ftate and 
condition, ,when the wicked are never fatisfied ; 
they. pofféfs and enjoy what they have, even all 
they have, when God oftentimes does not give the 
wicked an heart to eat and drink of what they are 
poflefied, but a ftranger eats it ; they have the pre- 
fence of God with them, and that makes a little 
{weet and to goa great way ; and they live without 
any anxious, diftrefling, carking care, not fo the 
wicked; and ere long the tables will be turned, 
and they will have their good things, and the wick» 
ed their evil things ; fee Prov. xvi. 8. and xv. 16, 
17. wherefore they have no need to fret under 
prefent circumftances, nor envy the happinefs of 
wicked men, Aramainterprets it, of a little help 
that a righteous ‘man has, better than the riches of 
many wicked ; and Guffetivs* underftands all this 
not of the fmallnefs and largenefs of the fubftance 
of different perfons, but of their numbers, the 
one {mall the other large; and Farchi, that the 
fenfe is, that a few perions with the righteous, 
which was the cafe of Abraham and Gideon, are 
better and fucceed more than the multitude of 
many wicked perfons; and the church fhould be 
content with a {mall number of believers, and not 
draw ina multitude of wicked men into their com- 
munion, 

¥. 17. For the arms of the wicked fhall be broken, 
&c.] Thatis, their fword-arm, with which they 
have drawn it; and fo fhall not be able to ftrike 
with it; and with.which they have bent their bows, 
but fhall not be able to fhoot: and this proves 
what is before fuggefted, that their efforts fhall be 
fruitlefs ; or their fubftance fhall be taken away 
from them, in which they trufted, and wherein 
their ftrength lay ; and this confirms what had 
been juft fpoken, that the righteous man’s little, 
is better than the wicked man’s much ; and which 
is further confirmed by what follows. But the 
Lord upholdeth the righteous ; both in a providens 
tial way, by fupporting them in their being, fup- 
plying their need, preferving them from dangers, 
and bearing then? up under all their afflictions ; 
and in a fpiritual way, by maintaining the princi- 
ple of grace and life in them, by furnifhing them 
with all fpiritual bleffings, by fuftaining them in 
times of temptation, and by fecuring them fafe 
from their enemies; upholding them fo as that 
they ftand in the grace of God now, and fhall ftand 
before Chrift with confidence hereafter 5 and thall 
not fall here finally and totally, nor in the day of 
judement. The Targum is, The word of the Lord 
upboldeth the righteous. 

y. 18. The Lord knoweth the days of the upright, 
&c.] Not only how long they fhall live, and fo 
fill up their days, the number of them, as 4en Ezra 
interprets it; but the nature of their days, whether 
profperous or adverfe ; and caufes both to work 
together for their good ; and he knows the work 
of their days, as archi_explains it, the actions 

done 
Ebr. Comment, p. 213; 475+ 
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‘done by them in faith and love, and to his honour’ 


and glory, and which he approves and accepts of 
in Chrift ; fee P/al.i. 6. And their inheritance foall 
be for ever ; in heaven, which is an eternal and 
never-fading one, Heb. ix. 15. 1 Pet. i. 4. and 
therefore they ought not to fret and be envious. 

y. 19. They fhall not be afbamed in the evil time, 
&c.] Of affliction and perfecution, or of old age, 
or in the day of judgment, when it will go ill 
with others ; fee 1 Yobn ii. 28. And in the days of 
famine they fhall be fatisfied ; whether it is under- 
ftood figuratively of a famine of hearing the word, 
or literally of a proper famine of bread and wa- 
ter: thefe, God will provide for them, as he did 
for Elijah, and they fhall be fure unto them, and 
therefore let them not fret nor envy. 

¥. 20. But.the wicked fhall perifh, &c.] Ina 
time of famine, in an evil day, and particularly 
at the day of judgment: for this is to be ‘un- 
derftood, not merely of being in bodily diftrefs 
and want; nor of perifhing by death, common to 
the righteous and the wicked; nor of being in a 
loft, perifhing condition, as all men by nature are, 
but of eternal perdition in hell. Aud the enemies of 
the Lord fhall be as the fat of lambs, they fhall con- 
fume; that is, either they fhall confume away as 
the fat of lambs burnt upon the altar, which eva- 
porates, or as lambs fattened on purpole to be 
killed, and fo prepared for the day of flaughter ; 
in likesmanner the wicked, who have waxed fat 
and kicked, will be deftroyed ; they being the ene- 
mies of God, yea, enmity to him, to Father, 
Son, and Spirit, to the gofpel and ordinances of 
Chrift, and to his people, and will be treated as 
fuch. Some render the word, dike the excellency 
of paftures* ; the grafs of the field, which is cut 
down and withers prefently ; feey. 2. Into fimoke 
forall they confiume away, or with* it; that is, as it ; 
fee Pfal. \xviii. 1, 2. or in fmoke"; in the, fmoke 
of eternal torments, or hell, as the Jargum. 

y. 21. The wicked borroweth, and payeth not a- 
gain, &c.] Whilft the wicked live, they are fcan- 
dalous ; they live by borrowing, which was always 
reckoned mean; fee Deut. xxvill. 12, 44. Prov. 
xxii. 7. and what is worfe, as they borrow they do 
not defign to repay ; they take no care nor thought 
about that, but live upon what they borrow: for 
this either exprefies their incapacity that they can- 
not pay; or the evil difpofition of their mind, 
which rather feems to be the fenfe, that they will 
not pay. But the righteous foeweth mercy, and giv- 
eth; which not only argues capacity and ability, 
but a kind, merciful, and tender fpirit to perfons 
in diftrefs, and is expreffive of a generous ac- 
tion, 

y. 22. For fuch as be bleffed of him, &c.] Not 
of the righteous man ; for he bleffes them that curfe 
and perfecute him, and defpitefully ufe him; but 
of the Lord, as the Syriac verfion exprefies it ; or 
by the Word of the Lord, as the Zargum; both 
in a providential way, for it is the bleffing of the 
Lord that makes rich, and puts into a capacity to 
give to others ; and ina way of grace, with. an in- 
~ tereft in God as a covenant-God in Chrift; and 
with the bleflings of grace in him, with a juftifying 
righteoufnefs, pardon of fin, and a right to eternal 
glory. The Septuagint verfion, and thofe that fol- 
low that, render the words actively, fuch as ble/s 
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him either fuch as blefs the righteous, who a 
blefied alfo, Gen. xii. 3. or rather, fuch as blefs the 
Lord, as the righteous do, for all their bleffings | 
temporal and {piritual they receive from him ; thefe 
Shall inberit the earth; {ee the note on ¥, g. And 
they that be cured of him; not of the righteous 
man, -but of the Lord, according to the tenour of 
his righteous law, which they have broken : Shall 
be cut off ; out of the land of the living; many of 
them in the midft of their days, and fhall everlaft- 
ingly perifh. 1 

¥. 23. The fleps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord, &c.] Or of a man“; fuch a4 man as is 
bleffed of the Lord; the fteps which he takes in 
life are ordered by the Lord, both with refpeét to 
things temporal and fpiritual: his good conduét is 
not of himielf, it is a bleffing of the Lord; who di- 
rects and keeps the feet of his faints, and inclines 
them to take fuch fteps, and purfue fuch methods, 
which he fucceeds and profpers. 4nd be delightetb 
in bis way ; which he knows and approves of, guides 
and directs him in; fee P/al.i. 6. 

¥. 24. Though be fall, &c.] Into temptation, 
and by it into fins, and thefe very great ones ; from 
a lively and comfortable exercife of grace, and a 
degree of ftedfaftnefs in the doétrine of grace : He 
Jeall not be utterly caft down; becaufe he is in the 
arms of everlafting love, and in the hands of Chrift 
Jefus; is on him as the fure foundation, and is 
kept by the power of God through faith unto fale 
vation, and fo fhall not perifh, but have everlafting 
life. For the Lord upholdéth bim with his band; 
with the right hand of his righteoufnefs, and keeps 
him from falling finally and totally; fee Z/a. xli. 
10. and the note on y. 17. 

¥. 25. Ibave been young, and now am old, &c.} 
The pfalmift makes mention of his age, which 
takes in the whole compafs of his life, to command 
attention to what he was about to fay ; which was 
founded upon a long experience and obfervation of 
things ; and was as follows. Yet have I not feen 
the righteous forfaken, though afflicted of God, and 
perfecuted by men, yet not forfaken; though poor 
and needy, and often in neceffitous circumftances, 
yet God in his providence appeared for them, in 
one way or another; and fo as Apollinarius para- 
phrafes it, ‘I never knew a juft man entirely 
“ needy ;” for fuch might be forfaken by men, 
and even by their deareft friends and relations, yet 
not by the Lord: they might indeed at times think 
themfelves forfaken of him, and their enemies might 
conclude and fay they were, and yet this was not 
their cafe, J/a. xlix. 14. P/al. Ixxi. 10, 11. and 
though they may be forfaken by him fora while, 
yet not utterly ; he will not leave them and forfake 
them for ever, J/a. liv. 7. Heb. xiii. 5. Nor 
his feed begging bread; they being righteous alfo, 
which mutt be fuppofed ; otherwife, as good men 
have wicked children, thefe, through their wick- 
ednefs may come to poverty, to beggary, as they 
fometimes do; tho’ a diftin¢étion may be made be- 
tween being poor and beggars ; the feed of the righ- 
teous may be the one, and not the other: befides, 


there is a difference between afking bread of others, 


in fome few inftanees, and conftantly begging bread 
from door to door, in which laft fenfe the ats 
mutt be underftood here ; for otherwife he 
Nob, 
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imfelf, — 
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Nob, and of Nadal, &c. as did alfo Eiijab of the 
widow of Sarepta: and though there might have 
been initances of fome of the pofterity of the righte- 
ous who got their bread by begging at the door, 
as in the cafe of Lazarus; yet David nad never ob- 
ferved any fuch inftance during the time of his life, 
which fhews that fuch inftances are very rare; 
whereas among wicked men, and their offspring, 
the cafe is frequent and common. Again, it may 
be obferved, that the pfalmift is fpeaking in the 
context of righteous men that are liberal, and give 
to the poor freely and largely ; and it is feldom if 
ever known, that they or their children come to 
want and poverty. Once more, the word forfaken 
may be repeated in this claufe, thus ; nor his feed 
begging bread forfaken* or feeking it in vain, and 
finally deftitute of it; though they have been fo 


reduced as to beg their bread, they have not been | ¥ 


forfaken; they have had it, bread fufficient to fup- 
port life, as Apollinarius paraphrafes it; their bread 
has been given and their water fure; fee J/a. xli. 
17,18. Inanancient Midrajh ’, or expofition of the 
Jews, the fenfe is thus given: ‘* Although his 
«¢ feed and his fons are begging bread, yet I 
«* have not feen the righteous man, their father for- 
*< faken, becaufe of his fear of the bleffed:God.” 

¥. 26. He is ever merciful and lendeth, &c.] 
He fympathizes with the poor. in diftrefs; and 
fhews mercy to miferable objeéts; not only by 
words, but deeds: and.this is his conftant difpofi- 
tion and conduct; of which his lending, as well as 
giving to perfons in neceffity, is an inftance ; and 
which fhews capacity, and is a proof of the obfer- 
vation of the pfalmift, that fuch are never forfaken, 
nor left to beg their bread : fo far from it, that they 
have to lend and give to others. nd bis feed is 
bleffed ; either his feed fown, his alms-deeds, which 
are bleffed to him and his, and to them to whom 
he niinifters, as Farchi explains it; fee 2 Cor. ix. 
6, 10. or rather, his offspring, who are blefled of 
God with things temporal for his fake; and are 
blefied by men, who fay of them, thefe are the 
pofterity of fuch and fuch liberal perfons. 

y. 27. Depart from evil, and do good, &c.] 
Depart from evil-doers, and their evil ways; join 
not with them, nor fret and be envious at them; 
but do aéts of beneficence, and all good works ; 
fince righteous men, and their feed, are not forfa- 
ken, but blefied of God; fee the note on Pal. 
xxxiv. 14. And dwell for evermore; or thou /halt 
dwell for evermore* ; fee ¥..3. that is, in everlaft- 
ing habitations, in the houfe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, Luke xvi. 9. 2 Cor. v. 1. 
The Targum is, that thou mayeft dwell in everlasting 
life. 

y. 28. For the Lord loveth judgment, &c.] Righ- 
teoufnefs, or righteous aétions, when done accord- 
ing to his will, from love, in faith, and to his glo- 
ry; fee Pfal. xi. 7. or to minifter judgment to the 
people, and to render to every man according to 
his works. And forfaketh not his faints; his holy 
ones, who are called with an holy calling, are cre- 
ated in righteoufnefs and true holinefs, and have 
principles of grace and holinefs wrought in them ; 
or whom he profecutes with his favour and goodnefs, 
with his everlafting love and mercy, with, fpiritual 
bleffings, with the bleffings of juftification, pardon, 
adoption, and a right to eternal life; thefe he 
never forfakes, not their perfons, neither in life nor 
at death, nor at judgment, nor does he ever for- 
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fake the work of his own hands in ther; but per 


forms it until the day of Chrift: nor will he ever 


fo forfake them, as that they fhall perifh through 
the ftrength of fin, the temptations of Satan, or 
the {nares of the world. They are preferved for evers 
from the dominion and damning power of fin, from 
being devoured by Satan, from a total and final 
falling away, and. from being hurt of the fecond 
death: they are preferved in Chrift, in whofe hands 
they are, and by the power of God, fafe to his 
kingdom and glory, into which they fhall have an 
abundantentrance. But the feed of the wickéd /hall 
be cut off ; out of the earth, in the midft of their 
days, like withered branches; and be caft into ever- 
lafting burnings. 

y. 29. The righteous fhall inherit the land, &c.] 
See ¥. 9, 11. And dwell therein for ever 5 as in 
~ 273 
roe The mouth of the righteous fpeaketh wif 
dom; &c.] Or meditateth wifdom*; that is, ut- 
ters the wifdom he has been meditating upon; fee 
Pal. xlix. 3. he meditates and fpeaks of the wif- 
dom of God, which appears in the works of cre- 
ation, providence, and grace ; and of Chrift, who 
is wifdom itfelf, and the wifdom of God effentially 5 
and who, as Mediator, has the Spirit of wifdom 
refting on him, the treafures of wifdom hid in him, 
and is made wifdom to his people: and righteous 
men meditate upon, and {peak of the glories of his 
perfon, the fulnefs of his grace, and the works of 
his hands; as alfo of the gofpel, which is the wif- 
dom of God, myfterious, hidden, ancient wifdom, 
ordained before the world for their glory; and like 
wife of that internal wifdom, and experience of di- 
vine prace; the Lord has made them to know in the 
hidden part; which lies in the knowledge of them+ 
felves, and in a {piritual, experimental, and faving 
knowledge of Chrift, and the way of falvation by: 
him; and his mouth delivers out wife fayings, and 
ufeful inftructions, fetched out of the word of God,’ 
and founded on experience and obfervation. And 
his tongue talketh of judgment; of the judgment 
which the righteous God ordinarily minifters in a 
providential way ; and of his extraordinary and 
awful judgments, which have been, or are in the 
earth; thefe he takes notice of for his own ufe, and 
obferves them to others for their inftruction; and 
alfo of the laft judgment, the judgment to come,’ 
which he fpeaks of a8 fure and certain, as univerfal 
and inevitable, and at which he mutt appear before 
God: and he talks of judgment or righteoufnefs 5 
that is, of the righteoufnefs of Chrift; he makes 
mention of this only, as his juftifying righteoufnefs 
before God’; he rejoices and glories in it, and de- 
fires to be found in it living and dying, and at 
judgment; and whatfoever things are honeft, juft, 
pure, and of good report, he thinks and fpeaks’ 
of them, and inftruéts his family, his children and 
fervants in them, that they may do them; fee 
Gen. xviii. 19. 

¥. 31. The law of bis God is in bis heart, &c.] 
Which may be underftood of the moral Law, which 
was written in the heart of 4dam at his creation, 
and continued there during his ftate of innocence, 
but. was greatly obliterated by fin: there are fome 
remains of it in fallen man, even in the very Gen- 
tiles; who, tho’ without the Law, do fome things 
contained in it, which fhews the work of it to be 
written in them ; tho’ in fome it is fcarcely legible, 
having loft all diftinétion between good and aa 3 
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but in regeneration the law of God is re-infcribed, 
according to the promife of the covenant of grace, 
Fer. Xxxi. 33. and fuch have a real knowledge of 
the fpirituality and perfection of it; of the impofii- 
bility of juftification by it; and of Chrift being the 
fulfilling end of it: and they havea ftrong affection 
for it; they love it; and delight in it after the in- 
ward man, and ferve it with their minds ; in which 
Jies part of their conformity to Chrift, and is a 
branch of their character as good men; fee Pfal. 
xl. 8. J/a. li. 7. moreover, the word F471, here 
ufed, fignifies any doétrine or inftruéction, and is 
fometimes ufed for the doctrine of the gofpel, J/a. 
ii. 3. and xlii. 4. and may have this fenfe here, and 
the meaning be; that that has a place in the hearts 
of righteous men, dwells richly there, and works 
effectually in them; and particularly, the doétrine 
of grace which relates to covenant-intereft in God ; 
for it is the law or doctrine of bis God that is in his 
heart. None of bis Steps fhall fide; not that he 
fhall never flip nor fall ; for that is fuppofed y. 24. 


but he fhall never finally and totally go out of the- 


paths of truth, holinefs and righteoufnefs: the 
Lord keeps the feet of his faints, and orders their 
fteps, and directs them in the way they fhould go, 
and preferves them in it; and enables them to walk 
uprightly, according to the rule of the divine word, 
and in all his commandments and ordinances ; and 
to hold on and out unto the end: or the claufe may 
be rendred, it, the Law, ball not caufe bis Steps to 
flide®; neither the Law of God, nor the gofpel of 
Chrift, but fhall guide him in the right way, and 
be a lamp unto his feet, and a light unto: his 
ath, 

: y. 32. The wicked watcheth the righteous, &c.] 
All his motions and fteps, his works and actions; 
he watches for his halting, and to take all oppor- 
tunities and advantages againft him, fee Fer. xx. 
10. And fecketh to flay him; murder his reputa- 
tion, deftroy his fubftance, and take away his life : 
fome underftand it of the devil, who watches the 
faints, obferves their failings, accufes them before 
the throne, and feeks to devour them, 1 Per. v. 8. 

¥. 33. The: Lord will not leave him in bis band, 
&c.] Or power; but will in his own time deli- 
ver him from all the reproach, affliction, and per- 
fecution he endures by him ; as he will deliver 
him out of all the temptations of Satan. Nor con- 
demn him when be is judged; by the wicked man: 
he will not join in the fentence, but reverfeit, and 
condemn the tongue that rifes up in judgment 
againft him, and fave him from him ; fee P/a/. cix. 
gx. and J/a. liv. 17. nor will the Lord condemn 
him when he is judged by him at the laft judg- 
ment; but will acquit him before men and angels, 
and introduce him into his kingdom and glory, 

¥. 34. Wait on the Lord, &c.} In the way of 
his appointments and ordinances ; where may be 
fearned, the defign of his providences, and of the 
profperity of the wicked, and their end, P/al. xxiii. 
16——18. and in a providential way, for the per- 
formance of his promifes, in which he never fails ; 
and patiently bear whatever he is pleafed to lay up- 
on them; waiting for a deliverance out of every af- 
fiction, which will be inhis own,time. The Cdal- 
dee paraphrafe is, “¢ truft in the word of the Lord.” 
And keep bis way; which he has pointed out in his 
word, and has directed his people to walk in; though 
tempted by Satan to turn afide to the right-hand 
or the left; though wicked men reproach, ‘perfe- 
éute, and feek to pervert it; and though a narrow 
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and rough way, yet keep conftantly in’ it, in 
which there is both pleafure and profit; good - 
comes of it, and in it peace is had, and the 

fence of God enjoyed. And be shall exalt thee to 
inberit the land; that is, fhall raife out of a low 
and uncomfortable fituation of life, to a more com- 
fortable one; or however, hereafter, to dwell in. 
the new heavens and new earth, to reign with 
Chrift upon his throne, and to enjoy the eternal 
inheritance. When the wicked are cut off; as in 
¥.g, 22, 28. Thou fhalt fee it; with joy and plea- 


{ures not as exulting in the deftruction of thé wick- 


ed, fimply confidered; but as the glory of divine 
juftice is difplayed therein; fee Pfal. lit. 5, 6. 

N. 35. I have feen ihe wicked in gréat power, 
&c.] Meaning fome particular perfon invefted 
with great power, in great authority among men, 
one of the fpiritual. wickednefés in high places ; 
fuch a man as. Haman in Abafuerus’s court; and 
though the pfalmift does not chufe to mention his- 
name, he doubtlefs had him in his mind’; as ei 
ther Saul, or Doeg the Edomite, or Abitbophel, or 
fome fuch man, who was in an exalted ftation of 
life; and it may be when he himfelf was in low and 
diftrefied circumftances: the word ufed * fignifies 
one formidable and terrible, ftriking terror to all 
around ; of whom others are afraid, as dben Ezra 
interprets it, J/a. xxix. 20, and xlix. 25. dnd 
Spreading bimfelf like a green bay-tree, or like one 
that grows up out of the earth of itfelf, and is in 
its native foil, and very flourifhing ; and the meta- 
phor denotes an increafe of riches and honour, and 
a feemingly fettled ftate im the enjoyment of fuch 
outward felicity ; fo archi interprets it yw, 
taking root, as well as fuch a man’s glorying in, 
and boafting of his. affluence and fullnefs ; fee P/al. 
Ixxiil. 12. fer. xii. 1, 2.°Pfal, xlix. 6. Aben Eze 
ra explains. it. of a wicked man’s openly commit- 
ting iniquity, declaring his fin as Sodom, and glo- 
rying in his fhame; but rather it denotes a man 
in great authority and efteem, as a man crownéd 
ria laurels, and in a very exalted and triumphant 

ate. 

¥. 36. Yet be paffed away, &c.] At once, on 
a genes either his riches and honour, which, in 

ur, came to nought, by one providence or 
another ; or he himfelf by death, in the midft of 
all his profperjty, and whilft bleffing himfelf in it, 
his foul was required of him ; and fo the Targum 
is, he ceafed from the world, he went out of it un- 
awares: the laurel, or bay-tree, very quickly 
grows old*. And lo, be was not; he was not re- 
duced to nothing ; he did not become a non-enti- 
ty, though he might wifh himfelf to be fo; it be- 
ing better for him if he had never been born; but 
he was not in the land of the living, in hell he lift 
up his eyes. Yea, I fought him, but he could not 
be found; in the place where he formerly was, that 
knowing him no more; he could not be found on 
earth, trom whencé he was gone; nor in heaven, 
where no place is found for {uch wicked men; he 
was gone to his own place, as is faid of Judas, and 
of whom Yerom interprets the whole of this paf= 
fage. 4: ee 
¥. 37. Mark the perfec man, &c.) None are 
fo in themfelves, not the moft holy man upon _ 
earth; for though all grace is implanted at once 
in regeneration; the feed of grace of wit Bee is 
caft into the heart at once ; yet it opens and fpreads, 
and gradually increafes; nor is any grace in its 
exercile perfect; not faith, nor hope, nor love; 
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a greater degree of grace and knowledge than an- 


other, and in a comparative fenfe be perfect; and 


there is a perfection of parts, though not of de- 


grees, in all; the new man is formed ‘in all its 
parts, though thefe are not grown to their full 
perfection: and whereas perfection often denotes 
truth and fincerity, fuch may be faid to be perfect, 
that is, fincere, who have received the grace of 


God in truth, have the truth and root of the mat- 


ter in them ; fo Noab, Fob, and others, are faid to 


be perfect men ; but not fimply and abfolutely in 
themfelves, but as in Chrift Jefus; who has ob- 
tained complete redemption, perfectly fulfilled the 
Law for them, fully expiated their fins, procured 
the entire pardon of them, and brought in an ever- 
lafting righteoufnefs ; by which they are juftified 
from all fin, and are perfectly comely, and a per- 
fection of beauty, through the comelinefs of Chrift 
putupon them. And bebold the upright ; the man 
that is upright in heart and converfation, who has 
a right fpirit renewed in him, and the uprightnefs 
of Chrift fhewed unto him; or, in other words, 
who has the truth of grace within him, and the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift upon him: fuch men are 
to be marked, obferved, viewed and confidered, as 
rare and uncommon men ; and to be imitated and 
and followed in the exercife of grace, and difcharge 
of duty; and efpecially the end of fuch perfons is 
to be marked and beheld, as follows. For the end 
of that man is peace; fuch a man now enjoys acon- 
{cience-peace, which pafles the underftanding of 
worldly men; and which he poffeffes in Chrift, and 
from him, amidft a variety of tribulations, arifing 
from a view of intereft in his blood and righteous- 
nefs ; and, generally fpeaking, goes off the ftage of 


life, if not triumphing, yet refigned to the will of 


God, and in a ferene and tranquil frame of fpirit ; 
and even defiring to be gone, and to be with Chrift, 
and to have leave, with good old Simeon, to de- 
part in peace; and as foon as they are departed, 
they enter into peace, into the joy of theif per 
into his prefence, where is fulnefs of joy, and plea- 
fures for evermore; fee Num), xxiii. 10. 

¥. 38. But the tranfgreffors fall be deftroyed to- 
gether, &c.] This is to be underftood of obfti- 
nate and continued tranfgreffors, who live and die 
in their tranfgreffions; fee Prov. xi. 3. otherwife 
all men are tranfgreffors in 4dam, and finned and 
fell with him in his tranfgreffion ; and are juftly 
called tranfgrefiors from the womb; and are guilty 
of aétual tranfgreflions, nor are any clear from 
them; and are arraigned, convinced, and judged 
- by the Law as tranfgreffors ; and for many of thefe 
Chrift died, and makes interceflion; and who are 
converted, and turned from their tranfgreffions ; 
and thefe are pardoned, and faved, and not de- 
ftroyed: but ftubborn and perverfe tranfgreffors 
_are deftroyed: not only with a temporal deftruc- 
tion of their fubftance, and of their names, and 


they themfelves are rooted out of the earth ; but 
with an everlafting deftruction from the prefence of 
the Lord, and the glory of his power; for this 
feems to refer to the day of judgment, when all the 
wicked will be together ; and fhall in a body ftand 
at Chrift’s left-hand, and be bid to go, ye curfed 
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fin is in the beft of men, and all ftand in need of 
frefh fupplies of grace. None of the faints ever af- 
firmed, that they had arrived td perfection, but 
have difclaimed it: one faint may indeed attain to 
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into everlafting fire, and fhall be turned into hel! 
at once, and together. The end of the wicked /hall 
be cut off; meaning either their pofterity, as the 
word is rendered in Pfal. cix. 13. or their hope 
and expectation of good things here and hereafter ; 
when the righteous man receives the end of his 
faith, hope and expectation, even the falvation of 
his foul; but thefe fhall be difappointed and fruf- 
trated of their end; fee Prov. xxiii. 18. or their 
laft end is cutting off from the prefence and fight 
of God, utter ruin and deftruction ; and fo it ftands 
oppofed to the end of the perfect and upright man, 
which is eternal peace and happinefs, 

¥. 39. But the falvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord, &c.} Both their temporal, fpiritual, and 
eternal falvation ; particularly the latter, which is 
originally of the Lord, and fprings from the 
thoughts, purpofes, and refolutions of his heart: 
it is of him freely, of his rich grace, and abun- 
dant mercy 3 and it is of him fully and compleat- 
ly; it is an entire falvation of foul and body ; in- 
cludes all bleffings of grace, and glory in it; it is 
to the uttermoft, and trom all fin, and every. ene- 
my ; and it is of him only ; there is no falvation 
in any other; and the glory of it is to be afcribed 
to him, even to Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit; for all the three divine perfons have a concern 
in it: the determination, contrivance and fettle- 
ment of it, is of Jehovah the Father; the impetra- 
tion or effecting of it, is of Jehovah the Son; and 
the application of it, is of Jehovah the Spirit; fee 
the note on Pfal. iii. 8. He is their ftrength in the 
time of trouble; by reafon of the hidings of God’s 
face, the temptations of Satan, the prevalence of 
corruptions, the weaknefs of grace, and the many 
afflictions that befal them from God and men; the 
Lord he is their {trong hold and munition of rocks 
whither they betake themfelves, and find fuctour; 
protection and fafety; he puts underneath ever 
lafting arms, bears them up, and upholds them 
with the right-hand of his righteoufnefs; and is the 
ftreneth of their hearts, of their lives, and of their 


falvation. ° 


¥. 40. And the Lord fhall help them, &c.] In 
their diftrefs, and out of their troubles, when none 


elfe can, and they themfelves cannot ; and that fea- 


fonably, aid fometimes with means, and fometimes 
without. And deliver them; out of all their af- 
fli€tions, which he does fooner or later; if not in 
life, yet at death. He /hall deliver them from the 
wicked ; this is repeated both for confirmation and 


explanation-fake, fhewing who they are the Lord 


will deliver his people from, even from wicked and 
unreafonable men; he will not leave them in their 
hands now to do with them as they fhall think fit; 
and he will free them from them to all eternity in 
the other world, where they fhall ceafe from giving 
them any trouble. And fave them, becauje they 
trust in bim , not that there is any faving virtue in 
faith, or in trufting in the Lord; the faving virtue 
is in the Lord, the objeét of faith and truft; but 
inafmuch as the Lord has appointed falvation to be 
through faith, or has made that the means of re- 
ceiving and enjoying falvation, and the bleffings of 
it, and has declared, that he that believeth fhall be 
faved, he does accordingly fave all fuch perfons ; 
wherefore bleffed are they that truft in him. The 
Chaldee paraphrafe is, ** he fhall redeem them be- 
“ caufe they truft in his Word.” 
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6 is PA HIS pfalm was compofed by David under 
fome fore affliction, and when in great dif- 
treis of mind by reafon of fin, perhaps his fin with 
Bathfbeba; and was written as a memorial of his 
fenfe of fin, of his great afflictions, and deliverance 
from them ; and therefore is faid to be to bring to 
remembrance, or to refrefh his memory with the faid 
things. Kimchi and Ben Melech think the pfalm 
was made for the fake of fuch as are in diftrefs, to 
put them in mind and teach them how to pray. 
The Targum calls the pfalm,*+** a good remem- 
*¢ brance concerning J/racl;” and archi fays it 
was to remember the diftrefs of J/rael before the 
Lord, and that it is faid with refpeét to all J/rae/ ; 
though others think the word /ebazcir is the name 
of a pfalm-tune ; and Aben Ezra was of opinion 
that it was the firft word of fome pleafant poem. 
The Septuagint verfion adds, ‘* concerning the fab- 
‘© bath,” as if it was wrote to put perfons in mind 
of that day; whereas there is nothing in the whole 
pfalm that has any fuch tendency. 


y. 1. O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath, &c.] 
This and the following claufe are the fame as in 
Pfal. vi. 1. only inftead of wrath there it is anger ; 
fee the note there. 

y. 2. For thine arrows ftick faft in me, &c.] 
Meaning either words with which as a father the 
Lord rebuked him; and which were fharp and cut- 
ing, entered into him and abode with him, and 
gave him much pain and uneafinefs, and by which 
he concluded that his rebukes were in wrath and 
hot difpleafure ; fuch as thofe in 2 Sam. xii. 11. fo 
the words of men are compared to arrows, P/alm 
Ivii. 4. and Ixiv. 3. or outward afflictions, attended 
with inward trouble of foul ; for as judgments are 
the arrows of God, fuch as famine, peftilence, &c. 
Ezek. v.16. Pfal. xci. 5, 6. Deut. xxxii. 21, 42. 
fo the chaftening difpenfations of providence, under 
which the people of God themfelves are, are fo 
called, becaufe they oftentimes come fwiftly, fud- 
denly, and at unawares, and are very pungent and 
diftreffing; and fometimes ftick faft and continue 
long, by reafon of which they are inwardly wound- 
ed, and conceive of God as forely difpleafed with 
them; fee Fob vi. 4. And thy band preffeth me 
fore; the afflicting hand of God, which lay heavy 
upon him; and is a mighty hand when laid on fuch 
worms as mortal finful men are, who cannot bear 
up under it, unlefs they have divine fupports ;' fee 
Fob xix. 21. This is by fome fuppofed to be 
fome bodily difeafe infli€ted on him; fome have 
thought of the leprofy, which was a ftroke from 


the hand of God ; but this is not likely, fince he |. 
~ muft have been depofed and fhut up; the Jews in- } 


deed fay‘that he was a leper fix months, and that 
the divine prefence was taken from him; a Jate 
learned man‘ thinks it was the fmall pox, from 
the unfoundnefs of his flefh, the forenefs of the dif 
eafe, the ftench of it, temporary blindnefs, and his 
friends {tanding aloof from him; though perhaps 
no other than affliction of mind for fin, comparable 
to the difeafe defcribed, is meant. 


© In R. Obadiah in loc. 


amplius ulla forma feu figura hominis, Amama; fo Jofeph Kimchi. 
nus, Vatablus, Tigurine verfion, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Mafculas, Cocceius, Gejerus, Michaelis ; fo Ainfworth, 
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yi 3. There is no foundne/s in my flefh, becatfe of 
thine anger, &cc.) Such was the nature of the af- 
fli€tion the pfalmift laboured under, and which he 
took to be an effect of the anger of God towards 
him, that the whole frame of nature was affected 
with it, and from the crown of the head to the foles 
of the feet, there was no health or foundnefs, as in 
Ifa. i, 6. where the fame word is ufed as here ; fome 
think the word ® here ufed has the fignification of 
man; and that the fenfe is, that through the vio- 
lence of the diftemper he had not fo much as the 
form of a man, as his antitype in J/a. lit, 14; and 
as this led him to a view of his fins, as the caufe of 
his affliction, he was fo far from thinking himfelf 
found and whole, or perfect in a {fpiritual fenfe, 
that he faw he was all over difeafed with fin, and 
that in his flefh dwelt no good thing. | Neither is 
there any reft in my bones, becaufe of my Jin; or peace 
“there; fin breaks the believer’s reft; and difturbs 
his peace; nor can he, in a view of it, find any reft 
in himfelf, nor in any creature, nor in any fervice 
or duty, only in Jefus Chrift, his blood, righte- 
oufnefs, and facrifice. = 

y. 4. For mine iniquities are gone over mine bead, 
&c,] Like an inundationyof waters, as the waves 
and billows of the fea; for the waters to come up 
to the neck or chin fhews great danger ; but when 
they go over the head, the cafe is defperate, and a. 
perfon is finking and drowning ; compare with this 
Pfal. \xix. 1, 2. the fimile may denote both the 
number and weight of fins, and alfo fignifies the 
overwhelming diftrefs the pfalmift was in, under a 
view of them. 4s an heavy burden they are*toa 
heavy for me; the guilt of fin upon the confcience, 
without a view of pardon, lies heavy indeed, and 
makes a man a burden to himfelf, as it did Fob, 
chap. vii. 20, 21. yea, fin is not only grieving and 
affliGting to pardoned ones, and who know they are 
pardoned, but it isa burden to them under which 
they groan; nor is it poffible for any fo to bear it 
as to fatisfy and make atonement for it here; but. 
Chrift could ever do this, and he has done it ; nor 
is there any relief for burdened fouls, but by look- 
ing to a fin-bearing and fin-atoning Saviour, and 
by cafting the burden upon him who invites them 
to him for reft. ape cng 

y. 5. My wounds ftink, and are corrupt J 
Meaning his fins, which had wounded him, nd 
for which there is no healing but in a wounded 
Saviour, and by his ftripes we are healed, Z/a 
5. where the fame word is ufed as here ; Chrift’s 
black and blue ftripes and wounds, as the word fig 
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¥. 6. Tam troubled, &cc.] Difcompofed and per- 
plexed in mind; his thoughts were difturbed and 
irregular, and in the utmoft confufion and diftrefs : 
this trouble was not only on account of the afflic- 
tion that was upon him, but chiefly becaufe of his 
fin ; and which was increafed by the view he had of 
the difpleafure of God, concluding he was come 
forth againft him in wrath.and. fury. I am bowed 
down greatly; not in his body, at leaft not in that 
only, as if he was bowed together by his diforder, 
that he could not lift himfelt up; for he is faid to 
walk in the next claufe : or rather, he bowed down 
his head as a bullrufh voluntarily, and through 
forrow and fhame could not lift it up before the 
Lord; though it may chiefly defign the preffure 
of his mind, that his foul was caft down within 
him, and with all his fpiritual reafonings he could 
not erect himfelf; it is the Lord that raifeth up 
thofe that are bowed down in this fenfe ; fee Pfal. 
xlii. 5, 6, 11. and cxlv.14. Igo mourning all. the 
day long; ov Igo black, or in black* ; meaning 
either that his {kin was black, through the difeafe 
upon him, and the trouble that was in him, ob 
xxx. 30. or that he was clothed in black garments, 
as a token of mourning; as white garrhents were of 
joy and chearfulnefs, Eccl. ix. 7, 8. and he was 
blacker {till in his own apprehenfion, by reafon of 
inward corruptions and outward tranfgreffions, 
which appeared in a very black hue, attended with 
ageravating circumftances ; fee Cant. i. 5. Pfal. 
ik 7: 

4 >. For-my loins are filled with a loathfome dif- 
eafe, &c.] The word here ufed has the fignifica- 
tion of burning *; and the Targum renders it, 
my loins are filled with burning ; a burning fever 
was upon him, or there was an inflammation in 
thofe parts ; a hot byrning ulcer, which might be 
naufeous; and fo was true in both fenfes. Aben 
Ezra interprets it, abominable and vile; fome- 
thing not fit to be mentioned ; and fo Kimchi and 
Ben Melech. ‘The word is rendered ‘fometimes 
lightly efteemed ; as in 1 Sam. xviii. 23..and Farchi 
thinks it has this fenfe here; and the meaning is, 
that he was vile in his owneyes, and mean in his 
own efteem, Doubtlefs the pfalmift has reference 
to fomething more than a bodily difeafe ; at -leaft 
not tothat only, but to the difeafe of his foul alfo, 
fin, which has the nature of a difeafe ; itis an he- 
‘reditary one, which is derived from one to.-another 
by propagation ; it is univerfal, and reaches to all 
amen, and to all the parts of the body and powers 
of the foul; it is a complication of diforders' ; it 
isin its own nature mortal, and ever incurable but 
by Chrift; and, as here, it is a loathfome one ; ‘it is 
loathfome to God, and to all fenfible finners : and 
when the pfalmift fays his loins were filled with it, 
it may fignify, that it was an internal diforder that 
was in him; finthat dwelt in him, a law in his 
members; and may denote the aboundings of fin 
‘in him, the {warms of corruptions that were in 
him ; as alfo the pain it gave him, and the quick 
fenfe he had of it. And there is no foundne/s in my 
“flefh ; which is repeated, fee ¥. 3. partly for con- 
‘firmation-fake, and partly to fhew the continued 
fenfe of it, as perfons under a diforder are con- 
tinually making mention of it. wi) 
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¥. 8. Tam feeble, &c.] Both in body, natu: 
ral ftrength being weakened by the affliction, and 
dried up like a potfherd by the heat of the diftem- 
pers and in foul, being weak in the exercife of faith 
and other graces. The word is ufed of Facob, faint- 
ing at and difbelieving the news of his-fon Fo/eph; 
being alive, Gen. xlv. 26. And fore broken in 
his conftitution with the difeafe, andin his mind 
with trouble; efpecially for his fin, and under a 
fenfe of the divine difpleafuré; his bones were 
broken by his fall, and his heart broken with a 
fenfe of fin, P/al. li. 8, 17. I have roared by rea- 
Jon of the difquietnefs of my beart 3 which was like 
the raging of the fea, as the word ' rendered di- 
quietne/s, here fignifies ; and to which the uneafinefs 
and reftlefsnefs of wicked men is fometimes com- 
pared, J/ai. v. 30. and lvii. 20. and fo great was 
the difquietude of this good man under afflition, 
and fenie of fin and wrath, that he had no reft 
night nor day; and could not forbear crying out, 
in a very hideous manner, like the roaring of a 

lion. 

¥. 9. Lord, all my defire is before thee, &c.] 
To be delivered from his afflictions, to have a dif- 
covery and application of pardoning grace, and to 
have communion with his God: the defire of his 
foul was unto thefe things; and it was fome fatis- 
faction to him, that iv was before the Lord, and 
known unto him, before whom all things are 
naked and open. And my groaning is not hid from 
thee; under the weight of his affli€tion, the burden 


.of his fin, and which he exprefled in prayer to the 


Lord, and which is often done with groanings 
which cannot be uttered : but even thefe are know 
and underftood by the Lord.. 

¥. 10, My heart panteth, &c.] Or goes about ™; 
runs here and there and finds no reft; as Aben 
Ezra interprets the word from the Targum he cites 
though the Targum we have renders it, my heart 
Joakes with fear, or dread, as perfons ina fever. 
Farcht interprets the word, furrounded with grief ; 
it denotes the panting or palpitation of the heart, 
through forrow and dread, and the failing of it 
even as at death. My ftrength faileth me, or for- 
fakes me” bodily ftrength and fpiritual ftrength  ; 
the flrength of faith, hope, and confidence. As 
for the light of mine eyes, it alfois gone from me; 
which is often the cafe of perfons under bodily dif- 
orders, their eyes grow dim, and fight fails them’; 
and this; might be true in a fpiritual fenfe of the 
pfalmift, who had loft fight of God as his cove- 
nant-God ; of his intereft in his love, in the blefs- 
ings of /his grace, and in eternal falvation, and was 
walking in darknefs, and faw no light. 

y. 11. My lovers and my friends fiand aloof from 
my fore, &c.} As if it was a plague-fore, left they 
fhould he infected with it; or becaufe they could 
not bear the ftench of his wounds, and the loath- 
fomenefs of his difeafe, or to fee him in his agonies, 
and hear his roaring and his groans, y. 2, 3, 4, 
7, 8,9. or as taking his cafe to be defperate, asit 
he was juft dying and no help could be given him, 
y. vo. If it was the leprofy, as fome Jewith wri- 
ters have affirmed, the word 33} tranflated fore, 
being ufed for the plague of the leprofy ; they were 
obliged by the ceremonial law to keep at a aR 
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from him : but this rather feems tobe voluntary, and 
to proceed from neglect and contempt. Thefe dovers 
and friends were fuch for whom David had had an 
affection, and had been friendly to, and therefore 
it was ungrateful in them to act the part they did; 
and fuch who had pretended love and friendfhip to 
him in his. health and profperity, but now had de- 
ferted him, which is a common cafe; fee Fob 
xix. 13, 14, 19. Pfal. xix. 8. and Ixxxviii. 18. 
Afflictions try mens friends ; and as that isa time 
when friendly vifits are moft wanting and moft 
ufeful, fo it is an aggravation of the affliction, 
and makes it the heavier when fuch are denied. 
And my kinfmen ftand afar off ; that were near to 
him by the ties of nature, or friendfhip. 

y. 12. They alfo that feek after my life, &c.] 
His avowed and implacable enemies, whom 
nothing would fatisfy but the taking away of 
his life : thefe came too near him; for thefe, he 
fays, lay fnares for me, as Satan does for the 
fouls of men, as the Jews did for Chrift, and as 
wicked men do for the faints, P/al. cxxiv. 7. And 
they that feek my burt {peak mifchievous things, to 
the injury of his character and reputation; And 
imagine deceits all the day long, contrive artful 
fchemes to deceive; fee P/al. xxxv. 20. 

¥. 13. But I as a deaf man beard not, &c.| He 
acted the part of a deaf man, and made as if he 
did not hear the mifchievous things his enemies 
fpoke; as ‘Sau/, when the fons of Belial {poke 
againft him and defpifed him, 1 Sam. x. 27. and 
as our Lord when his enemies accufed him, Matt. 
XXVli, 12, 13, 14. And I was as a dumb man, 
that dpeneth not bis mouth, made no reply to what 
they faid, and did not render railing for railing 5 in 
which Chrift was the antitype of him, J/é. liii. 7. 
1 Pet. ii. 23. and iid. g. 

¥.14. Thus I wasas aman that heareth not, &c.} 
Any thing that is faid unto him ; he took no more 
notice of it than if he had never heardit ; but bore 
all the railings and calumnies of men with calmnefs 
and patience. And in whofe mouth are no reproofs; 
as if he had nothing to fay for himfelf, in vindication 
of his character, and to the refutation of his ene- 
mies ; as if he had no arguments to make ufe 
of, for the conviction and reproof of his adver- 
faries. , 

¥. 15. For in thee, O Lord, do I hope, &c.) 
That he would plead his caufe againft his accufers 
and revilers, and who fought his hurt; that he 
fhould be deliveréd out of their hands, and out of 
all his afflictions ; that he fhould be healed of his 
difeafes, both of foul.and body under which he la- 
boured ; and fhould again enjoy the light of God’s 
countenance, and have the difcoveries of his par- 
doning grace and mercy; and this was the rea- 
fon why he was fo calm and quiet amidft the un- 
kindneffes of his friends, and the cruel ufage of 
his enemies. Thou wilt bear, or anfwer, O Lord my 
God ; in the midft of all his diftreffes of body and 
mind, he had not given up his intereft in God, as 
his God and Father 5 which is the great bleffing of 
the covenant of grace, and which ever continues ; 
and is the great fupport of believers, under what- 
foever they meet with in foul and body, from 
friends or foes; this his God the pfalmift believed 
would not only hear his cries in his fore diftrefs, 
but hear the reproaches of his enemies, and anfwer 
them in a providential way in his own time, by ter- 
rible things in righteoufnefs to their conviction 
and confufion ; and therefore he himfelf was filent. 


© 213) paratus, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus, Cocceius, Gejerus, Michaelis. 
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y. 16. For J faid hear me, &c.] This he had 
exprefled in prayer to God ; he had committed his 
caufe tohim, and intreated him that he would hear 
and anfwer him ; giving this as a reafon, Lejt other- 
wife they fhould rejoice over me ;, at his misfortunes 
and calamities, at the continuance of his trouble ' 
and diftrefs, both of body and mind. When my 
foot flippeth ; as it fometimes did through the cor- 
ruptions of nature, the temptations of Satan, and 
the fnares of the world; which is more or lefs the 
cafe of all the people of God, who are all fubjeé&t 
to flips and falls, though they fhall not finally and 
totally fall away. They magnify themfelves againft 
me; that is, his enemies exulted and triumphed 
over him : this was what he found by experience ; 
and therefore makes ufe of it as an argument with 
God, that he would hear and anfwer, and deliver 
him out of his trouble, and preferve him from 
falling. 

y. 17. For I am ready to balt, &c.] Meaning 
either that there was a pronenefs in him to fin ; fee 
Fer. xx, 10. or that he was fubjeét to affliction and 
adverfity, as the fame word is rendered in Pfal. 
Xxxv. 15. and the words are either a reafon and ar- 
gument ufed with the Lord, to hear and keep his 
foot from flipping, that fo his enemies might not 
rejoice over him, and magnify themfelves againft 
him; as they would do fhould he fall into fin or 
into any.calamity, both which he was liable to: or 
they are a reafon why he was fo calm and quiet un- 
der the ill ufage he met with from friends and ene= 
mies, becaufe he was ready for balling, or prepared® 
for it; he confidered that he was born for trouble 
and adverfity ; that God had appointed him to it, 
and it was appointed for him, and therefore he was 
quiet under it; fee ob v. 6, 7. and xxiii. 14. he 
was prepared to meet it; he expected it, it being 
the common lot’ of God’s people; and therefore 
when it came upon him, it was no ftrange thing to 
him. The Septuagint verfion, and thofe that fol- 
low that, render the words, J am ready for fcourges; 
and Yerom, appliesthem to Chrift, who was ready 
to undergo fcourges, fufferings, and death itfelf 
for his people. dvd my forrow is continually before 
me; that is, for his fin, which was ever before 
him, ftared him in the face, lay heavy on his con- 
fcience, and appeared very terrible and loathfome 
to him; his forrow for it was without inter- 
miffion, and was a godly forrow, a forrow for 
fin, as committed againfta God of love, grace, 
and mercy: or he may mean, that his affliction, 
which was grievous to him, was continually upon 
him night and day: our Lord himfelf, David’s 
antitype, was.a man of forrows all his days, — 

y. 18. For I will declare mine iniquity, 8c.) 
Either to men, to eafe his mind, juftify God in 
his proceedings with him, and for their caution 
and admonition ; or rather to God, againft whom 
he had finned, and who only could pardon him s 
with a view to which, he was determined to 
make a free and open confeffion of it befor 
him: J will be forry for my fin, or careful Laer 
it; that is, how he committed it for the fu- 
ture: true repentance for fin produces a careful- 
nefs to abftain from all appearance P it; fee 
2 Cor. vil. 10, If. oe |e 

¥. 19. But mine enemies are lively, 8c. ] Or. 
living %, or live, not ina fpiritual fenfe; for they 
had no lively hope, nor living faith, but were dead 
in trefpafl{s and fins ; nor merely in a natural 
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fenfe or‘corporally, fo David was living, himfelf ; 
but i great profperity and worldly happinefs, and 
fo were brifk and chearful, and lived a merry and 
jocund life. And shey are firong ; not only hale 
and robuft in body, but abounded in riches and 
wealth, which are the ftrength of wicked men, 
And they that hate ‘me wrongfully are multiplied ; 
that is, fuch as hated him without. a.caufe, and 
made lies, and falfhoods, the reafons of it ; thefe in- 
creafed in numbers, or in their outward ftate and 
circumftances ; fee Pfal. Ixxiii. 4, 5, 7,.12..and 
Ixix. 4. 
¥. 20. They, alfo that render evil for good are 
mine adverfaries, &c.] See the note on Pfal, 
xxxv. 12. Becaufe I follow the thing that good is, 
or follow good ; a good God,. whom his foul fol- 
lowed hard after, P/a/. Ixiii. 8. the good fhepherd 
of the fheep, who led him into green paftures, 
whither he followed him, P/al. xxiii. 1, 2, 3. the 
good Spirit of God his guide, whom he walked 
after, Rom. viii. 1. good and holy men of God, 
whom he took for examples and copied after ; and 
every good work, which he purfued with eagernefs 
and pleafure; and all this drew upon him the hatred 
of his adverfaries. 
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¥. 21. Forfake me not, O-Lord, &c.] Orcon- 
tinue not to forfake ; for he feems to have been 
under divine defertion, and might be under appre- 
henfions that God had utterly forfaken him; which 
he intreats he would not, though his friends had 
forfook him, and his own ftrength had failed and 
left him, ¥. 10, 11. O my God, be not far from 
mé ; as to his gracious prefence, and with refpect to 
help and deliverance, otherwife God is not far from 
any of his creatures, being omniprefent. 

¥. 22. Make hafte and belp me,&c.] Or, for 
my help; his cafe required hafte, and God does 


help his people when none elfe can, and that right 


early. O Lord, my falvation; by which it ap- 
pears, that his prayer was a prayer of faith; he faw 
that his falvation was in. the Lord, andin no other; 
and though he had been and was in fuch a low con- 
dition, both in foul and body, yet his faith was 
not loft ;. that is an abiding grace, and will continue 
under the influence of the author and finifher of it, 
until the end of itis received, the falvation of the 
foul. .R..Moj/es ‘thinks the phrafe make hafte, is 
to be repeated here, andread thus, Make bajfte, O 
Lord, to my falvation. 


PSALM XXXIX. 


To the chief mufician, even to Jeduthun, a pfalm of David. 


OME take Feduthun to be the name of a mu- 

fical inftrument, as Farchi, on which, and 
others, the firft word of a fong, to the. tune of 
which this pfalm was fung, as “ben Ezra ; though 
it feems beft, with Kimchi and others, to under- 
ftand it,.as the name of the chief mufician, to 
whom this, pfalm was fent to be made ufe of in 
public fervice; fince Feduthun was, with his fons, 
appointed by David to prophefy with harps and 
pialteries, and to give praife and thanks unto the 
Lord, 1 Chron. xvi. 41, 42. and xxv. 1, 3. he is 
the fame with Ethan‘. The occafion of it is 
thought, by fome, to be the rebellion of his fon 
Abjalom ; fo Thecdoret thinks it was written when 
he fled from Abfalom, and was curfed by Shimei ; 
or rather, it may be fome fore affliction, which lay 
upon David for the chaftifement of him; fee ¥. 9, 
13. and the argument of the pfalm feems to be 
much the fame with that of the preceding one, as 
Kimchi obferves. 


y. 1. I faid, &c.} ‘That is, in his heart ; he 
purpofed and determined’ within himfelf to do as 
follows; and he might exprefs it with his mouth, 
and fo his purpofe became a promife. J will take 
heed to my ways; as every good man fhould; that 
is, to all his aétions, conduct, and converfation : 
it becomes him to take heed what ways he walks 
in; that they are the ways of God, which he di- 
reéts to; that they are the ways of Chrift, which 
he has left an example to follow in ; and that they 
are according to the word of God ; that he walks 
in Chrift, the way of falvation, and by faith on 
‘him; that he choofes, and walks in the way of 
truth, and not error; and in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord, blamelefs ; and 
in the path of holinefs, in which, though fools, 
they fhall not err: and it is alfo neceffary that he 
fhould take heed that he does nothing, either by 


® In Aben Ezra & R. Jofeph Kimchi in R. David Kimchi in loc. 
* 9339 adverfum me, V.L, contra me, Cocccius; fo the Targum. 
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embracing error, or going into immorality, by 
which the ways of God, and Chrift, and truth, are 
evil-fpoken of, blafphemed and reproached; and 
that he does not depart out of thefe ways, nor 
ftumble, flip, and fall in them. That. I fin not 
with my tongue; which is a world of iniquity, and , 
has a multitude of vices belonging to it; not only 
in profane men, but in profeffors of religion; whom 
it becomes to take heed that they fin not with it, 
by lying one to another, by angry and paffionate 
exprefiions, by corrupt communication, filthinefs, . 
foolifh talking, and jefting, which are not conve- 
nient ; by whifpering, tale-bearing, back-biting, 
and by evil-fpeaking one of another: particularly 
there are vices of the tongue, which the faints are 
liable to under afflictive providences, and feem , 
chiefly defigned here ; fuch as envious expreffions | 
at the profperity of others; words of impatience un- 
der their own afflictions, and murmurings at the 
hand of God upon them ; fuch as thefe, the pfalm- 
ift determined, within himfelf, to guard againft ; 
in order to which he propofed to take the following 
method. J will keep my mouth with a bridle; that 
is, bridle his tongue, that being an unruly mem- 
ber, and to be kept in with bit and bridle, like an 
unruly horfe ; fee Fames i. 26. and iil. 2, 3, 4, 5, 8. 
While the wicked is before me; or agains me' ; 
meaning either whilft 4bi:bophel and Abjalom were 
confpiring and rebelling againft him, and Shimei 
was curfing him, under which he behaved with 
great filence, calmnefs, and patience; fee 2 Sam. 
XV. 25, 26. and xvi. 5—12. or whilft he had the 
flourifhing condition of wicked men in his view, 
and was meditating on it; or rather, when any one 
of them came to vifit him in his affliction, he was 
determined to be wholly filent, that they might 
have no opportunity of rejoicing over him, nor of 
reproaching him, and the good ways of God: and 
indeed it is proper for the people of God to be al- 
ways 
8 Vid. Hiller. Onomattic. facr. p. §13, 805. 
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ways upon their guard, when they are in -the pre- 
fence of wicked men; and be careful what they ut- 
ter with their lips, who watch their-words to im- 
prove them againft them, and the religion they 
profefs, & ewes 

¥. 2. I was dumb with filence, 8c.) Quite fi- 
lent, as if he had been‘a dumb man, -and could 
not fpeak; fo he was before men, efpecially wicked 
men, and under the afflicting hand of God; fee y. 
9. thus he put his refolution into prattice. I held 
my peace, even from good; that is, he faid neither 
good nor bad: this expreffés the greatnefs of his 
filence ; he did not choofe to open his lips, and fay 
any thing that was good, left evil fhould come out 
along with it: though this may be confidered as 
carrying the matter too far, even to a’criminal fi- 
lence ; faying nothing of the affliction he laboured 
under as coming from the hand of God, and of his 
own defert of it; nor praying to God forthe re- 
moval of it, nor giving him thanks for his divine 
goodnefs in fupporting him under it, and making 
it ufeful to him; though it feems rather to have 
refpeét. to his filence concerning the goodnefs of his 


caufe before men; he faid’ not one word’in the 


vindication of himfelf; but committed his caufe 
to him that judgeth righteoufly. The Yargum and 
‘archi interpret it of his filence and ceffation from 


the words of the Law: he faid nothing ' concerning } 


the good word of God; which fenfe, could it be 
admitted, the words in Fer. xx. 9. might becom: 


pared with thefe and the following. Aad my for- 


row was ftirred; this. was the iffue and effect of his 
filence; his forrow being pent up, and not Jet, out 
and eafed by words; fwelled and*increaféd the 
more ; or the forrow of his heart was ftirred up at 
the infults and reproaches of his enemies, as Paui’s 
{pirit was ftirred up by the fuperftition:and idolatry 
of thecity of Athens, Ais xvii. 16. 

“yy. 3. My beart was hot within me, &cc.| Either 
with zeal for God; or rather with envy at the pro- 
{perity of wicked men, and with impatience at his 
own afflictions. -While I was mufing, the fire burn- 
ed; not the fire of the divine word, whilft he was 
meditating upon it, which caufed his heart to burn 
within him’; nor the fire of divine love, the coals 
whereof give. a.moft vehement flame, when the 
love of God is fhed abroad in the heart, and the 
thoughts of it are directed by the Spirit of God to 
dwell in meditation on it; but the fire of paffion, 
anger, and .refentment, whilft. meditating on_ his 
own adverfity, and the profperity of others.. Then 
Jpake I with my tongue. and fo broke the refolution 
he had made, y. 1. he fpoke not for God, though 

_to him ; not, by way of thankfulnefs for his grace 


and goodnefs to him, in fupporting him under his 


exercifes; but in.a way of complaint, becaufe of 
his afflictions ; it was in prayer he {poke to God 
with his tongue, and it was unadvifedly with: ‘his 
lips, as follows. — . . 

¥.4. Lord, make me to know mine end; &c.] 
Not Chrift, the end of the Law for righteoufnefs, 
as Yerom interprets it; nor how long he fhould 
live, how. many days, months and. years more ; 
for though they are known of God, they are not 
to be known by men; but either the end of his af- 
fli€tions,. or his latter end, ‘his mortal ftate, that he 
might be more thoughtful of that, and fo lefs.con- 
cerned about worldly things, his own external hap- 
pinefs, or that of others; or rather, his death; jee 
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he faid in a finful, paffionate way, as impatient of — 
his afflictions and exercifes; and in the fame way 
the following expreffions are to.be underftood. And — 
the meafure of my days, what it is; being defirous 
to come to the end of it; otherwife he knew it 
was but as an hand’s-breadth, as he fays.in the 
following verfe. That [ may know how frail Tams — 
or what time I baveibere; or «hen I fhall ceafe te 
be. of, as the Largum is, when I fall ceafe from 


\the world; fo common it is for the faints thenm 
felves, in an angry or impatient fit, to defire death ; 
fee Fob'vii. 15, 16. Forab iv. 8. and avery raré 
and difficult thing it is to with for it from right 


principles, and with right views, as the apoftle Paul 
didy PBI. i2gs) - cers’ | 
_ ¥. 5. Bebold, thou haft made my daysas an band- 
breadth, 8cc.] Thefe words, with the following’ 
claufe, are the pfalmift’s anfwer to his own’ enqui=" 
ries’; or rather a correétion of his enquiry and-im-= 
patience, fhewing how needlefs it'was to afk fuch’ 
queftions, and be impatient to die, whem it was fo” 
clear-and certain a cafe, that life-was'fo fhort; not 
‘a yard or ell, but an hand-breadth,. the breadth of 
four fingers; or at moft a {pan of time was allowed © 
to man, whofe days are few, like the fhadow that 
declineth, andcthe grafs that withers; by which 
figurative expreffions, the brevity of human life is 
defcribed, P/al. cii, £1. and cili, 15. and this is 
the meafure made, cut out, and appointed by the 
Lord himfelf, who has determined the years, 
months, and days of man’s life; Fob-xiv. 5. And” 
mine age is as nolling before thie’ in’ the fight of : 
God; or in comparifon of his eternity; not'fo much” 
as an hand-breadth, or to be accounted as an inch,’ 
but nothing: at all; yea, lefs than’nothing, and‘ 
vanity; fee J/a. xl. 17. that is, the°age*or difeof! 
man’ in’ this world, as ‘the word uféd * fignifies 5? 
for otherwife the age or life of man,: if the’ world® 
to come, is of an everlafting duration; ‘but ‘the® 
years of this prefent life are threefcore and ten ordi" 
narily fpeaking; an hundred and thirty are by Fa-' 
cob reckoned but few; and evena thoufand years 
with the Lord are but as one day, Pfal. xcs 4; 10)" 
Verily every man at bis best ftate is altogether vani= 
. Selab, as vanity may fignify fin, emptinefs, - 
ily, falfhood, ficklenefs, and inconftancy 5 for? 
man is a very finful creature, empty’of ‘all thatis ’ 
good; foolifh as to the knowledge of divine things; 
he is deceiving and deceived, -his*heart is deceitful’ 


-and defperately wicked ; and he is -unftable in all’ 


is ways: he.is all vanity *, as the words may be 

fendered ; all that he has, or is, or ‘is in him, is 
_vanity; his body, in the“health, beauty, and® 
ftrength of it, ‘is fubjeét to'changé ; and'fo até his’* 
mind, his memory, his judgment and affections,» 
his purpofes and promifes; and foarehis goodsand™ 
eftate, his. riches and«honours ;: yea,’ all the vanity’ 
that is inthe creatures, that is, in the vegetab eae if 
enfitive creatures, yea that is in the whole world, - 
4 £ - 


is in hims who is a microcofm, a little world him- 
felf: and this is true of every man, ‘even in 
Settled’ eftate’;, when he ftood the moft asthe © 
word ‘ufed fignifies : it is true of men Of high and ° 
low degree, of the wife, knowing, and‘learned, as 
vel as of the illiterate and ignorant, iy 

Rom. i. 21, 22, €ven of thot te eiadaeeen 
profperous circumftances, in the ‘greateft eafe - 

| . affluence, 


shane - 


.* 9373 92 univerla, vel omnis vanitas, Pa 
Y DYJ fans, Pagninus, Montanus, 
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} %ob vi. ‘x1. and his fenfé is, that hemmightktiow 
death experimentally ; or that he might diet this — 


wor On ay quanti avi ego, Montanus; quamdia mundanus ero, Vatablus; quam brevis temporis fim, Mufculas. 
w §95N vitale evam meum, Cocceius; my worldly time, Ainfworth. , 
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affluence, Luke xii. 16<—19. David himfelf had an 
experience of it, 2 Sam. vii.1. and Xi, 11. yea, 


this is true of Adam in his beft eftate, in his eftate of ' 


innocence ; for he was even then fubject to change, 
as the event has fhewn;, and being in honour, he 


abode not long; and tho’ upright, became finful, 


and came fhort of the glory. of, God: indeed, the 
fpiritual eftate of believers. in Chrift is fo well fet- 
tled, as that it cannot be altered. nor is it fubject 
to any vanity. Ofthe word Selah, {ee the note on 
Pfal. iii. 2. | i te sap lag if 

y. 6. Surely every man walketh in a vain foew, 
&c.]. Or in an image”; not in the image of the 
Lord, as the Targum; in the image in which God 
created man, for that is loft; nor in chat which is 
enftamped on men in regeneration ; for every man 
does not walk in that ; rather in the image of fallen 
man, in which every man is born and walks: or 
in a foadow*, or like one; to. which the days of 
man’s life are often compared, 1 Chron, xxix. 15. 
Pfal. ci. 11. and cxliv. 4. and who, forthe moft 
Batt, bufies. himfelf in fhadowy and imaginary, 
things; agreeable to all which the poet fays®, <¢ I 
s< fee that we who live are nothing elfe but ima- 
« ges, and a vain fhadow.” Some‘ interpret it 
of the fhadow of death ; and others * of darkne/s it- 
felf ; and it fitly exprefies the ftate of unregeneracy 
and darknefs, in which every man walks without 
the grace of God; and which will end in, utter 
darknefs, if that does not prevent it ; and which is 
called a walking in the vanily of the mind, Eph, iv. 
17. Here it feems rather to intend the outward fhew, 
pomp, and grandeur of every great man; of em- 
perors, kings, princes, nobles, and the great men 
of the world; which is all a vain fhew, a glittering 
appearance for a while, a glory. that. paffeth.a- 

ay, and will not defcend after them when Jaid in 
the grave, and oftentimes lafts not fo long. Sure-, 
Ly they are difquieted in vain , about vain things, as 
riches and honours, which are fickle and unftable ; 
and fometimes in vain are all the carking cares and 
difquietude of the mind, and toil and labour of the. 
body, which are here reférred to, to obtain thefe 
things ; fome rife early, and fit up, late, and yet 
eat the bread of forrow ; and if they gain, their 
point, yet do not find the pleafure and fatisfaGtion 
in them they promifed themfelves, and expected. 
He beapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall ga- 
ther them; according to Farchi, the metaphor feems 
to be taken from a man that has been plowing and 
fowing, and reaping and laying up the increafe of 
the field in heaps, and yet knows not who fhall ga- 
ther it into the barn, feeing he may die before itis 
gathered in ; compare with-this Luke xii. 16—19. 
or the reaping is, when a man has amafied a pro- 
digious deal of wealth together, he knows not who 
fhall enjoy it, whether a fon or a fervant, a friend 
or a foe, a good man or a bad man, a wife man 
ora fool, Eccl. ii. 18,19. vou 

y. 7. And now, Lord, what wait I for ? &c.} 


Look ‘for, or expeét in this view of things; not. 


long life, fince the days of man are fo fhort, and 
his age as nothing ; not help from man, fince he 
is altogether vanity ; not riches and honour, fince 
they are fuch poor, fading, perifhing things; but 
the glories of another world, and the enjoyment of 
the Tord himfelf, both in this and that. My hope 
is in thee, the pfalmift now returns to himfelf, and 
comes to his right mind, and to a right way of 


2. SOO in imagine, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus, Tigurine verfion, Pifeator, Cocceius, Michaelis...» 
Gejerus ; inftar umbrz, Mufculus; vid. Hackman. preciflan. facr. tom. 1.]p. 82. 
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judging .and aéting ; making the Lord the objeét 
of his hope and truft, expecting all good things, 
grace and glory alone from him ; and this is the 
hope which makes not afhamed. 

¥..8. Deliver me from all my tranfereffions, 8cc.} 
Which were the caufe and occafion of all his dif- 
treffes, inward and outward,; and the deliverance 
prayed for includes a. freedom from, the dorninion 
of fin, which is by the power, of efficacious graces 
and from the guilt of fin, which is by the applica- 
tion of the blood of Chrift; and from obligation to 
punifhment for it, or deliverance from wrath to 
come,which is through, Chrift’s being made a curfe, 
and enduring wrath in the room and ftead of his 
people ; and from the. very being of fin, which, 
though it cannot be expected in this life, is defir- 
able ; and the pfalmift prays that he might be de- 
livered from, a// his tranfgreflions ; knowing that 
if one of them was. left to have dominion over him, 
or the guilt of it to lie upon him, and he be oblig- 
ed to undergo due punifhment for it, he muft be 
for ever miferable.. Make me mot the reproach of 
the fooli/o; of a Nabal; meaning not any, particu- 
lar perfon ;,as H/au, according to Farchj, or Ab- 


Jalom, as others ; but every foolifh.,man, that is, 


a wicked man; fuch who deny the being and pro- 
vidence.of God, make a mock at fin, and fcoff at 
the faints: and the fenfe of the pfalmift is, that the 
Lord, would keep him:from finning, and deliver 
him out of all,his. affiictions, on account of which 
he was.reproached by wicked men. 

X..9. Lwas dumb, I opened not my mouth, &c.} 
This refers. either to his former | filence, before he 
broke it, ¥. 15.2, or to what he. after that came 
into again, when he had feen the folly of his im- 
patience, the frailty.of his life, the vanity of man, 
and. all human affairs,,and had been dire€ted to 
place his hope,and confidence in the Lord, y. 5—7.: 
or to the prefent frame of his mind, and his future 
conduét, he had refolved upon; and may be ren- 
dered, I am dumb; or will be dumb, and will,not. 
open my. mouth * ; that is, not ina complaining and 
murmuring way againft the Lord, but. be ftill, and 
know, or own that he is God. Becau/e thou didft 
it; not Lecaufe thou aft. made me, as Austin reads 
the words, and as the Arabic verfion renders them, 
becaufe thou hast created me, though the confidera- 
tion of God being a Creator lays his creatures un- 
der obligation as to ferve him, fo to be filent under 
his afflicting hand upon them; but the fenfe is, 
that the pfalmift was determined to be patient and 
quiet under his affliction, becaufe God was the au- 
thor of it); for though he is not the author of the 
evil of fin, yet of the evil of affliction ; fee Amos 
iii. 6, and it is a quieting confideration to a child 
of God under it, that it comes from God, who is 
a fovereign Being, and does what he pleafes; and 
does all things well and wifely, in truvh and faith- 
fulnefs, and in mercy and loving-kindnefs: this 
fome ‘refer to the rebellion of 4b/alom, and the 
curfing of Shimei, 2 Sam.xii. 11. and Xvi. 10, 11. 
or it may refer to the death of his child, 2 Sam. xii. 
22,23. or rather, to fome fore affliction upon him- 
felf; fince it follows, 

yr, 10. Remove thy ftroke away from me, 8c.) 
The pfalmift ftill confiders his affliction as coming 
from the hand of God, as his ftroke upon him, 
and which Jay as an heavy burden on him, and 
which God only could remove; and to him he ap- 
~ » aoPhes 
9. * In-umbra,yr 
> opw yap nas, Sophaclis Ajax, 
4 Jarchi & Kimchi in loc, & R. Jonah in Miclol Yophi in log, 
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plies for the removal of it, who is to be fought un- 
to by his people to do fuch things for them; nor 
is fuch an application any ways contrary to that fi- 
lence and patience before exprefled. J am confum- 


ed by the blow of thine band; meaning either that. 


his flefh was confumed by his affliction, which 
‘came from the hand of God, or he fhould be con- 
fumed if he did not remove it: he could not bear 
up under it, but muft fink and die; if he continu- 
ed to ftrive and contend with him, his fpirit would 
fail before him, and the foul that he had made; 
and therefore he intreats he would remember he 
was but duft, and remove ‘his hand from him; 
for this is a reafon enforcing the preceding pe- 
tition. 

y. 11. When thou with rebukes doft correft man 
for iniquity, &c.| The pfalmift illuftrates his own 
cafe before fuggefted, by the common cafe and 
condition of men,when God correétsthem; which he 
has a right to do, as the Father of fpirits, and which 
he does with rebukes; fometimes with rebukes of 
wrath, with furious rebukes, rebukes in flames of 
fire, as the men of the world; and fometimes with 
rebukes of love, the chaftenings of a Father, as 
his own: dear children; and always for iniquity, 
whether one or another ; and not the iniquity of 
Adam, is here meant, but perfonal iniquity: and 
correétion for it is to be underftood of fome bodily 
affliction, -as the effect of it fhews. Thou makeft 
his beauty to confume away like a moth; that is, fe- 
cretly, fuddenly, and at once; as a moth eats a 
garment, and takes off the beauty of it; oras ea- 
fily as a moth is crufhed between a man’s fingers ; 
fo the Targum; ** he melts away as a moth, whofe 
** body is broken:” the Vulgate Latin, Septuagint, 
Ethiopic, and Arabic verfions, and fo the meta- 
phrafe of Apollinarius read, as a {pider which de- 
ftroys itfelf. The word rendered deauty takes in 
all that is defirable in man; as his flefh, his ftrength, 
his comelinefs, his pleafantnefs of countenance, 
&c. all which are quickly deftroyed by a diftem- 
per of the body feizing on it ; wherefore the pfalm- 
ift makes and confirms the conclufion he had made 
before ; Surely every man is vanity. Selab. {ee the 
noteon ¥. 5.0 

‘12. Hear my prayer, O Lord, &c.]) Which 
was, that he would remove the affliction from him, 
that lay fo hard and heavy upon him. nd give 


PSALMS. Pixxxixiy.r1—05. 


ear unto my cry; which fhews the diftrefs he was 


in, and the vehemency with which he put up his 


petition to the Lord. Hold not thy peace at my 
tears; which were fhed in great plenty, through 
the violence of the affliction, and in his fervent 
prayers to God; fee Heb. v. 7. For Iam a ftran- 
ger with thee; not to God, to Chrift, to the Spi- 
rit, to the faints, to himfelf, and the plague of 
his own heart, or to the devices of Satan; but in , 
the world, and to the men of it; being unknown 
to them, and behaving as a ftranger among them ; 
all which was known to God, and may be the 
meaning of the phrafe with thee; or reference may 
be had to the land of Canaan, in which David 
dwelt, and which was the Lord’s, and in which 
the J/raelites dwelt as ftrangers and fojourners with 
him, Lev. xxv. 23. as it follows here. And a /o- 
journer, as all my fathers were ; meaning Abraham, 
Tfaac, and Facob, and their pofterity; fee Gen. 
Xxiil. 4. and xxxv. 27. Pjal. cv. 23. as are all 
the people of God in this world: this is not their 
native place; they belong ‘to another, and better — 
country ; their citizenfhip is in heaven; their Fa- 
ther’s houfe is there, and theré is their inheritance, 
which they have a right unto, and a meetnefs for : 
they have no fettlement here ; nor is their reft and 
fatisfaction in the things of this world : they reck- 
on themfelves, whilft here, as not at home, but in 
a foreign land ; and this the pfalmift: mentions, to 
engage the Lord to regard his prayers, fince he 
has fo often exprefied a concern for the ftrangers 
and fojourners in the land of J/rae/. 

¥. 13. O fpare me, &c.] Or look from me* ; 
turn away thy fierce countenance from me ; of cea/e 
from me*, and let me alone ;:as in Fob x. 20. from 
whence the words feem to be taken, by what fol- 
lows. hat I may recover ftrength ; both corporal 
and fpiritual. Before Igo hence, out of this world. 
by death. And be no more; that is, among men 
in the Jand of the living ; not but that he believed ° 
he fhould exift after death, and fhould be fome- 
where, even in heaven, though he fhould return no 
more to the place where he was; fee fob x. 20, 21. 
when a man is born, he comes into the world; when 
he dies, he goes out of it; a phrafe frequently 
ufed for death in fcripture; fo the ancient hea- 
thens called death abitio, a going away *. 


PSALM XL. 


To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David. 


ARCH I interprets this pfalm of the J/raelites, 

and of their deliverance and fong at the red fea. 
The title of it, inthe Syriac verfion, is, ** A pfalm 
“¢ of David according to the letter, when Shemaiab 
«¢ brought the names of thofe who minifter in the 
“© houfe of the Lord ;”’ fee 1 Chron. xxiv. 6. ac- 
cording to Kimcbi, the fubject of this pfalm is the 
fame with that of the two preceding; and R. Ob- 
_badiab thinks it was compofed by David, when he 
was recovered of a leprofy ; but though it might be 
wrote by David, it was not written concerning him- 
felf, or on his own account, but of another. The 
title of this pfalm is fomewhat different from o- 


£ 99D PWM refpice aliorfum a me, Gejerus; averte vifum a me, Michaelis. 
me, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius; cefla a me, Vatablus. 


4 So Ainfworth, 


' 


thers in the order of the words; whereas it is ufu-. 
ally put 4 p/alm of, or for David; here it is, For 
David, a pfalm; and may be rendered,. as Ainf- 
worth obferves, A pfalm concerning David'; not. 
literally; but typically underftood ; not concerni 
David himfelf, but concerning his aatigpe And 
fon, who is called by hisname, Ezek. xxxvii. 
25. Hof. iii, 5. and that it is to be interpretec 
him, is evident, from the application of ¥. 6, 7, 
unto him by the apoftle in Heb, x. 5g. and t 
whole of it is applicable to him ; fome apply 
Feremiab in the dungeon, and others to Daniel 
the den, as Theodoret obferves. 9 +s 
‘ | aon ‘ wll - oe 


. & Define a me, Pagninus ; defifte a ; 
b Fett. Pomp. apud Schindler. Lexie, 440 
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_ «x. 1. I waited patiently for the Lord, 8c.) Or 
waiting I waited‘; which denotes continuance, 
conftancy, and patience; and which Chrift exercifed 
in the garden, when he fubmitted himfelf entirely 
tothe willof God; andon thecrofs, when he con- 
tinued in fure hope and firm expectation of his help 
and affiftance, though he was for a while forfaken 
by him; fee J/ai. 1. 7, 8, 9. And be inclined unto. 
me, and heard my cry; both in the garden, by de- 
livering him from fear of death, andon the crofs, by 
upholding, helping, and affifting him, by carrying 
him through his fufferings and death, and raifing 
him from the dead ; fee //ai. xlix. 8. Heb. v. 7. 
¥. 2. He brought me up alfo out of an borrible 
“pit, &cc.] Which, with the following phrafe, 
Out of the miry clay, expreffes the ftate and con- 
dition Chrift was in at the time of his bloody fweat, 
his crucifixion, and his lying in /beol, the pit or 
grave, fometimes rendered hell, which thefe figu 
rative phrafes fitly fignify ; when it is obferved, 
that he was madeé fina; and had the fins of all his 
people on him; and as the type of Fo/hua, was 
clothed with their filthy garments, he might be 
truly faid to be in the miry clay ; and alfo that he 
was made a curfe for them, and bore the wrath of 
God in their room and ftead ; and was forfaken 
by his God and Father, and fo endured both the 
punifhment of lofseand fenfe, and what was tan- 
tamount to the fufferings of the damned in hell ; 
fee Pfal. \xix. 1, 2. to which may be added, the 
noify infults of malignant men, and the infernal 
fiends, who furrounded him on the crofs ; when he 
was in an horrible, or noi/y pit, as the words may 
be rendered *, the ‘allufion being to fubterraneous 
caverns or pits, in which the falls of water make fo 
horrible a noife, as is intolerable ; or to deep pits, 
into which any thing caft makes a great found: 
and the iffue of all this was, that he was laid in the 
pit of the grave, and held under the power, and 
with the cords of death; from all which he was de- 
livered, when he was raifed from the dead, jutti- 
fied in the Spirit, and glorified in the human na- 
ture by his God and Father. And fet my feet upon 
a rock ; on mount Zion in heaven, whither he was 
carried up after his refurre€tion; whére he will re- 
main until his fecond coming, being fet down at 
the right hand of God, in a moft ftable, firm, and 
unalterable ftate, as well as an honourable one ; for 
he will die no more, and death fhall no more have 
dominion over him. And eftablifbed my goings ; 
in treading the path of life, which was fhewn him 
at his refurrection ; in paffing through the air, the 
territory of Satan, at his afcenfion; and in his en- 
trance into his glory, and making his way to his 
Father’s right-hand and throne. 
~ ¥. 3. And be hath put a new Jong in my mouth, even 
- praife to our God, &c.] Sung by him in the midft of 
the great congregation of angels and faints, upon his 
refurrection, afcenfion, and feffion at the right-hand 
of God ; fee Pfal. xxii. 22,25. when he went to 
his God and ours, to his Father and ours; and in 
which fong he is joined by all his people above and 
below, Rev. v. g—13. Many jhall fee it, and fear, 
and fhall truft in the Lord; even all the elec of 
God, as many as are ordained to eternal life ; the 
many whofe fins Chrift bore, for whom he became 
a ranfom, whom he juftifies and brings to glory : 
thefe all /ee him in the horrible pit and, miry clay, 
in his ftate of humiliation, as bearing their fins, 


and the punifhment due unto them; as wounded 
bruifed and crucified ; as rifing again for their juf- 
tification; and as on mount Zion crowned with glo- 
ry and honour ;. and a multitude of harpers with 
him, finging the new fongs thefe fee the falvation 
he has wrought out, the glory, fulnefs, and fuit- 
ablenefs of it, and their intereft in it; and they 
fear not with a fear of hell and damnation, which 
is inconfiftent with the truft after mentioned ; but 
with a godly and filial fear, which arifes from, and 
is encouraged by the grace and goodnefs of God, 
their faith in the fufferings, death, and refurreétion 
of Chrift Jefus, and which render him a proper ob- 
Ject of truft and confidence; for he is fo, both as 
fuffering, crucified and flain, and as rifen again, 
and exalted at the Father’s right-hand, Gal. ii. 20. 
I Pes. i. 22. 

¥. 4. Bleffed is the man that maketh the Lord his 
trust, &c.} For fuch are fafe and fecure in him, 
are pofleffed of all bleffings of grace through him, 
have peace in their own fouls now, and fhall enjoy 
eternal happingls with him hereafter. And refpeét- 
elbh not the proud fuch as the Pharifees, and all 
felf-righteous perfons; who truft in themfelves and 
their own righteoufnefs, fubmit not to the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, and defpife others 5 to thefe, fuch 
who truft in Chrift have no refpeét; they neither 
efteem them, nor imitate them. Nor fuch as turn 
afide to lies ; to idols, the lying vanities of the Gen- 
tiles; or to any doétrines injurious to the perfon, 
office, blood, righteoufnefs, facrifice, and grace 
of Chrift; which are no other than lies, and which 
thofe who believe in Chrift have no refpeét to, but 
abhor both them and the abettors of them. 

y¥.5- Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderfulworks 
which thou bast done; &c.] This is the mew fong, as 
Aben Ezra rightly obferves, which is faid in ¥. 3. to 
be put in the mouth of the Meffiah; who fometimes 
{peaks in the plural number, being the reprefentative 
of his people, and fometimes in the fingular ; for it is 
the fame perfon that fpeaks here, who is continued 
fpeaking in the next verfe, and following; and 
which are applied to Chrift, Hab. x. 5. the works 
here faid to be done, and to be many and wonder- 
ful, are not the creation of the world, the dividing 
of the fea, and feeding the-people of J/rael forty 
years in the wildernefs, as archi interprets them ; 
but the incarnation of Chrift, redemption by him, 
the refurrection of him from the dead ; regenera- 
tion and converfion, and the prefervation of the 
faints from the evil of the world, fafe to the king- 
dom and glory of God; all which, as they are ma- 
ny and various, and difplay the manifold wifdom 
and grace of God; fo they are marvellous, and 
will be the fubject of the wonder of faints to all e-. 
ternity. And thy thoughts which are to us-ward; 
that is, the decrees of God, as Aben Ezra truly 
explains them; the purpofes, counfels, and inten- 
tions of God; which, though mentioned laft, are 
before his works, and are the. fpring of them : 
thefe were in the mind of God from everlaft- 
ing, were unknown till revealed, were thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, and are unfruftrable, and 
ever fulfilled, and are manifold, precious and amaz- 
ing, Pal. cxxxix. 17. and thefe were concernin 
all the elect of God as confidered in Chrift, ind 
members of his ; and therefore he fays to us-ward ; 
and all the works before mentioned were done to 
them, or for them, and on their account; and fo 

Farchi 
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Farchi and Aben Ezra interpret the phrafe, becaufe 
of us, or for our fakes; -even.the incarnation, fuf- 
-ferings, death and refurreétion of Chrift, and the 
thoughts of them, were for'them. They cannot-be 
reckoned up in order'ta thee, or there is none'can or- 


der them unto tbee', there is. no power in man to. 


do it, as Aben Ezra obferves; or there is none like 
unto thee, as‘Farchi and the Oriental verfions; fee 


Exod. xvicat. Pfal. \xxxix. 7. “Ifa. xl. 18, 25. 


though this fenfe feems to break in upon the ac- 
_coant of the wonderful works and thoughts of God, 
which are ftill defigned.in the following claufe. If 
I could declare and fpeak of them, they are more than 
can be numbered ; that is, by men: from this ge- 
neral account. of the:many and wonderful works 
and thoughts of God, the Meffiah pafles on to take 
notice of one particular defign and work of the 
Lord, the’ redemption of his people by the facrifice 
of himifelf. 
¥. 6. Sacrifice and offering thou didft not defrre, 
&c,] Thefe. were defired, willed, and appomted 
by God, and that very early, creer the times 
of our. firft parents ; and, ‘when performed aright, 
were, acceptable to God, quite down to the times 
of the, Meffiah : indeed} when offered without faith 
in Chrift,: and: with.a wicked» mind}: to merit any 
thing, at the hand of God, they were always abomi- 
nable to him ; and he'likewife ever preferred love to 
himfelf,; and of the neighbour, obedience to the 
commands of the moral law, and works of mercy 
to men, before all: the facrifices of the’ ceremonial 
Jaw,..1 Sam. xv.22. Hof. vi, 6. Mark xii. 33. nor 
were thefe ever in fuch efteem with him, as the fa- 
crifices of a broken and contrite heart, or of praife 
and thankfgiving,: Pfal. li: 16,17. and Ixix. 30, 
81, nor were they ever regarded by him, but as they 
refpected' Chrift; nor were they ever ‘defigned to 
cleanfe from: fin, and take‘it away, but to lead to 
the propitiatory facrifice of Chrift: but none of 
thefe fenfes have place here: the meaning of the 
words is, that it was not the will of God, at the 
time this paffage refers to, that legal facrifices fhould 
continue any longer; and that ‘they fhould not be 
offered-up,: even by good men, in the beft man- 
ner, and to the beft ends’ and purpofes; the time 
being come that a better facrifice fhould be offered, 
which ‘was:the fam and fubftance of them, and was 
prefigured by them. Mine ears bast thou opened , 
or dug, or: bored™.; in: allufion, as is thought by 
many, to. Exod. xxi.'6. though the phrafe rather 
fignifies the formation and excavation of the ear ; 
or the preparing and fitting it for its ufe; that is, 
to hearken to: the willof his heavenly Father, to 
become man, offer himfelf a facrifice,’and fuffer 
and die in the room of his people ; to which he be- 
came obedient, taking upon him the form of a fer- 
vant, when found in fafhion as a man; and was 
obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs ; 
fee [/a. 1, 46. in Heb. x. 5, the words are ren- 
dered as by the Septuagint, but a body haft thou pre- 
pared. me; and with it the Arabic and Erhiopic ver- 
fions agree; and fo Apoliinarius, *< fleth of mortal 
‘¢ generation 3” a part of the body being put for 
the whole; and which indeed is fuppofed: for un-: 
lefs a. body. had been prepared for him, his ears 
yay not have been opened ; and it was in the bo- 
y, im human nature, that he was the obedient 
fervant; and this is to be underftood, not only of 
a preparation of this body, in the purpofes, coun- 
fel, and covenant of God; but chiefly of the for- 


Ph xl.n6ge 


mation of it in the womb of the Virgin, where it 
was curioufly wrought and prepared by the Holy 
'Ghoft, that he might have fomething to offer, and 
in it become, as he did, an offering and a facrifice 
to God, of a fweét-fmelling favour. Burut-offer 
ing and fin-offering bajt thou not required ; any long- 
ers this body being ‘prepared for the Meffiah to be 
offered up in, (5 8 8 mae 
SY. 7: Then faid I, &c.] © As in the council and 
covenant of peace, ‘when and. where he declared his 
willingnefs to come into the world, and make fatis- 
faction for the fins of his people; fo when the ful- 
nefs of time was come for his appearance in human 
nature he repeated the fame; for of the time.of his 
coming into the world are thefe words interpreted, 
Heb. x. '5.. when facrifice'and offering God would 
not ‘have any longer continued, and when a body 
was prepared him, then lie faid, . Lo, J come; O 
Father ; as Apollinarius, inhis metaphrale, adds ; 
that is, freely, and without compulfion; immedi- 
ately, at once, without any delay ; and he himfelf, 
and not another; and this not by change of place, 


but by afflumption of nature; taking the body, or. 


human nature prepared for him, and uniting it to 
himfelf ; to which the word /o is prefixed as a note 
of attention: and .admiration’; the incarnation of 
Chrift being a wonderfi'l affair, and of the utmoft 
moment and importance. Jn the volume of the book 
it is written of me ; ‘either in the book of divine pre- 
deftination, in the purpofes and decrees of God, 
P/al. cxxxix. 16. or in the book of the feriptures ; 
either in general, Fobuv. 39. Luke xXiv. 27, 44. 
or particularly in the book of the pfalms, P/al. i. 
1, 2, and ii, 2, 6, 7. or rather in the book of the 
Liaw, the five books of Ado/és; fince thefe were 
the’ only books or volumes that were compofed at 
the writing of this pfalm ; and ir has refpect not to 
Deut. xviii. 15. nor chap, xvii. 18. nor Ewod. xxi. 
6. but rather Gen. iii. 15. and feeing the coming of 
Chrift into the world was not only appointed of 
God, agreed unto by Chrift, but was prophefied 
of, and penned down in the facred writings; there- 
fore at the appointed time he came, freely and wil- 
lingly. This book is called.a volume, or roll, al- 
luding to the manner of writing formerly ; when 
what was wrote was finifhed, it was rolled about 


» 


a ftick in the manner of a cylinder; and in this — 


form is the ‘book of the Law with the Jews to 
this day; fee the noteon Zuke'iv.17, 
y. 8. I delight to do thy will, O my God, &c.] 


This he came down from heaven to do, and this — 


he did do, by preaching the gofpel, and working 
miracles; and above all, by obtaining eternal re-. 
demption for his people, which he effected by ful-. 


filling the Law, becoming a factifice, and fuffer- . 5 


ing and dying in their room; all which were the — 


will of God, and’ grateful to him, and in doing 


which Chrift took the utmoft delight and pleafure, 


Fobniv. 34. Luke xii. 50. 
my beart ; either the whole moral law, under whi 

he was, as man, and the furety of his people; and 
which was written upon his heart, and whi 
perfectly obeyed ; or that particular law, inj 
tion, and command laid upon him by his Fath 
to offer himfelf a facrifice, and lay down his” 
for men; which he agreed to, had it in his 
his heart was fet upon it, and he chearfull 
plied with it, Fobax. 18. and Gp 


¥.g. I have preached righteoufnefs in the great 


Yea, thy law is bata sg 


congregation, &c.] Not the righteoufnefs which 
’ , :, “if the ‘ 
: SN Wy ie non eft qui ordinet apud te, Pagninus ; none can count them in order to.thee, Ainfworth, - *. =r 7" 
fodifti, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus, Gejerus, Michaelis ; perfodifti, Tigurine verfion, Mufeulus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifeas) * 
tor; perforafli, Cocceius. . oy pe en an 


> 


- 


PLxl. y.10o—1 4. 
the Law requires men to do; but the righteoufnefs 
which: Chrift himfelf wrought out, for the juftifica- 
tion of them that believe; this he was a preacher, 
as well as the author of, and is part of the glad tid- 
ings he was anointed to preach, J/a. Ixi. 1. and 
the. word" hete ufed’ fignifies, for the moft ‘part, 
the publifhing of good tidings; and this our Liord 
did publickly, before all the people, in ‘the fyna- 
gogues of the Jews, and'in the temple, whither 
the people in great numbers reforted ;efpecially at 
the three great feftivals in the feafts 
paffover, pentecoft, and tabernacles, when all the 
males were obliged to appear, ‘and made upa great 
congregation indeed; fee Foby ij. 23, and v.'1, 14. 
and viii, 2. and xviii. 20. Do, F bave not refrained 
my lips, O Lord, thou knoweft ; Chrift appeals to 
his divine, Father, the fearcher of hearts, and trier 
of reins, for the truth of this; that he had'not laid 
any reftraint upon his lips, nor kept back any thing 
in his miniftry that was profitable ; ‘but had taught 
the way of God in great integrity and fincerity; had 


opened his mouth, and fpoke freely and fully, and_ 


uled great plainnefs of fpeech. ° 


¥. 10. L have not bid thy ri. hteou fnefs within 


my-beart, 8cc.] Meaning not the effential righte- 
oufnefs of God, though that was abundantly ‘de- 
clared in the wounds, fufferings, and death of 
Chrift; and which was the end indeed of his being 
a propitiation for fin, Rom. iii, 25,°26. but his 
own righteoufnefs, as before, which he wrought 
out; and brought in; and which is called the righ- 
teoufnefs of God his Father, becaufe it is approv- 
éd of by him, and accepted with him, and which 
he imputes to all his people. J have declared thy 
faithfulne{s, and thy falvation ; ‘that is, the faithfal- 
nefs of God in executing all his purpofes, ‘counfels 
and decrees, which are faid to be faithfulnefs'and 
truth; and in fulfilling his covenant and promifes, 
relating to the redemption and falvation of men by 
Chrift ; and in the miffion of Chrift into this world 


on that account ; and in the accomplifhment of all, 


the prophecies of the Old Teftament concerning 


him; and in making good all the particular promifes | 


of fupport, help, and ftrength, made to the Mef- 
fiah himfelf; and by his /a/vation is meant, that 
which is of God the Father’s appointing, continu- 
ing and fettling, in the council and covenant of 
grace; which he fent his Son to be the author of, 
and which he has obtained ; and is the great doc- 
trine of the gofpel preached by himfelf, and his 
faithful minifters, Luke xix. 9, 10. Mark xvi. 16. 
I have not concealed thy loving-kindnefs and thy truth 
from the great congregation , or in the great congre- 
gation, asthe Targum. By the loving-kindne/s of 
God is defigned, both his love to Chrift, which 
was before the foundation of the world, and con- 
tinued in his loweft ftate of humiliation, and which 


our Lord was far from concealing, but gave openly | 


inftances of it, Fobn xvii. 24. and x. 17. and v. 
20—23. and his love to his people ; and which he 
declared to be the fame with that which he is loved 
with, and inftances in the gift of himfelf to them 
by his Father, as the great evidence of it, ‘Fobn 
xvii. 23. and iii. 16. and by éruth is intended the 
gofpel in general, which came by Chrift, was 
preached by him, which he bore witnefS to, to do 
which was one end of his coming into the world ; 
and this was not concealed by him, who is truth 


itfelf ; but was fully and plainly declared by him, | 


as it had mot been before, Fobm i. 17. and XViii. 
37- A ( 


- PTW bedi Mersin, Sept. evangelizavi, Schmidt, Michaelis; I have preached the glad tidings of juftice, 
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¥. a1. Withhold not thou iby tender mercies 
from me, O Lord, &c.] This is a petition of Chrift 
to his Father, when in the midft of his forrows and 
fufferings, before related; and particularly when 
he hid his face from him, and withheld the difco- 
veries of his tender and affectionate love. Let thy 
loving-kindne[s and thy truth continually preferve me ; 
as he had promifed ; of which promile fome noticé 
is given, J/a. xlix. 8. in the fulfilment of which the 
loving-kindnefs, truth, and. faichfulnefs of God, 
would appear. ‘Some read thefe words as expref- 
five of faith in thefe things, ‘thou wilt not with: 
hold, 8c. thy loving-kindne/s and thy truth foall 
continually preferve me °. 

y. 12. For innumerable evils have compaffed mé 
about, Sec. Like floods of water all around him ; 
fee Pal. xviii. 4, 5. Fonab ii. 5. thefe are the evils 
of punifhment inflicted on him, as the furety and 
Saviour of his people; fuch as the forrows and 
gtiefs he bore all his days; the cruel mockings and 
feourges he endured ; his being buffeted, and {pit 
upon ; his head crowned with thorns, and his hands 
and feet pierced with nails; infulted by men and dea 
vils ; crucified between two thieves, and fo died the 
fhameful and painful death of the crofs. Mine 
iniquities have taken hold upon me not any commits 
ed by him; he was conceived, born, and lived 
without fin, kitew none, nor did he any; but the 
fins of his people, which were imputed to him; 
laid upon him, and which he voluntarily took and 
bore; and which he reckoned as his own, and was 
refponfible for them ; thefe, when he hung upon 
the crofs, came upon him from all quarters, and 
he bore them in his‘own body upon the tree, So 
that I am not able to look up or cannot fee?; ei- - 
ther the end of thefe iniquities, they being fo nu- 
merous, ‘as is after related ; or he could not bear td 
look upon them, they were fo filthy and naufeous, 
and he fo pure and holy ; or he could not behold 
his Father’s countenance, which: thefe fins that 
‘were upon Him feparated him from, and caufed to 
be hid from him; or like one preffed down with 
the guilt of fin, as the poor publican was, could 
not fo much as lift up his eyes to heaven, Luke 
XVili, 13.. They are more than. the bairs of mine 
head, as they muft needs be, fince they were the 


| iniquities of all the elect of God, of the whole ge- 


neral affembly and church of the firft-born, writ- 
ten in heaven, Ua. liii. 6. Therefore my heart 


faileth me; as man; fee Pfal. xxii. 14. though be- 
ing fupported by his divine nature, and by his di- 


vine Father and eternal Spirit, he failed not, nor 


was he difcouraged, J/a. xlii. 4. this is faid to few 


the truth of the human nature, the greatnels of 
mens fins, the ftrictnefs of divine juftice, and what 
ftrength was neceffary to accomplifh man’s falva- 
tion, 
¥. 13. Be pleafed, O Lord, to deliver me, &c.] 
From the innumerable evils which compaffed him 
about; from finful men, and from devils, figni- 
fied by the fword, dog, and lion, P/al. xxii. 20, 
ai, and from the power and dominion of death 
‘and the grave; all which was done when he was 
raifed from the dead, and as the fruit and effect 
of God’s well-pleafednef8 in him, and with what 
he did and fuffered; fee P/a/. xxii. 8, and. xviii. 
19. O Lord, make bafte to help me ; fee the note 

on Pfal. &xii. 19. 
y. 14. Let them be afhamed and confounded toge- 
ther, 8c.) As they will be at the laft day, when 
_ they 


Ainfworth. 


> TIN? 
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they fhall {ee him whom they have pierced, come: 
in the clouds of heaven, in his own and his Fa- 
ther’s glory, and in the glory of the holy angels. 
That jeek after my foul to destroy its that is, his 
life, as did Herod in his infancy, and the fcribes 
and Pharifees, chief priefts and elders of the peo- 
ple of the Jews, frequently, and at laft accomplith- 
ed what they fought after. Let them he driven 
backward , as thofe were who came with Fudas in- 
to the garden to apprehend him, Fobn xviii. 6. 
And put to shame that wifh me evil , as did the Jews, 
who fought all opportunities to enfnare him, and 
that they might have to accufe him to the Roman 
governor ; and who earneftly defired his crucifixion, 
and vehemently wifhed his death; fee P/al. xli. 5. 

¥. 15. Let them be defolate for a reward of their 
foame, &c.| Of their fhameful wifhes, words and 
actions, as they were: their habitations in feru/a- 
lem were defolate, and fo was their houfe or temple 
there, and their whole land, and they themfelves 
were {tripped of every thing, when Ferufalem was 
taken and deftroyed ; fee Matth, xxiii. 38. Ads i. 
20. That fay unto me, Aba, aba; words expref- 
five of joy, P/al. xxxv. 21, 25. exulting at his mi- 
feries and fufferings on the crofs, Matth. xxvii. 
39—44. fo the Targum, ‘+ we have rejoiced at his 
« deftruction, with joy at his affliction,” 

y. 16. Let all thofe that feek thee, &c.| In the 
firft place, with their whole hearts, earneftly and 
diligently, in Chrift, and under the influences of his 
Spirit, for pardon, righteoufnefs, communion, lar- 
ger meafures of grace, and for honour, glory, im- 
mortality, and eternal life. Rejoice and be glad in 
thee; as their covenant-God, the Father of their 
mercies, the God of all comfort and falvation ; who 
pardons their fins, clothes them with the robes of 
righteoufnefs, and garments of falvation, and ac- 
cepts their perfons in Chrift; all which is matter 
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of joy and gladnefs: Chrift is concerned for the 
joy of his people, Yobn xv. 11. the Targum is, 


they foall, or let them rejoice, and be glad in thy 


word in himfelf, the effential Word, in whom 
there is always ground and reafon of joy and glad- 
nefs; becaufe of his perfon, blood, righteoufnefs, 
and facrifice. Let fuch as love thy falvation ; either 
Chrift, who is God’s falvation, Gev. xlix. 18. J/a. 
xlix. 6. Luke ii. 29, 30. and who is loved by his 
people, univerfally, fuperlatively, and fincerely ; 
or the falvation of him, his deliverance from the 
grave, refurrection from the dead, and exaltation ; 
the benefits of which believers fhare in, and fo have 
reafon to love it: or the falvation he is the author 
of, which is loved by thofe that know it; partly 
becaufé. agreeable to the divine perfections, the 
glory of God is great init; and partly becaufe itis 
fo full and complete in itfelf, and fo fuitable to 
them. 
this be their conftant employment in this world, as 
it will be for ever in the next, to afcribe great- 
nefs to God ; or greatly to praife him, becaufe of 
the great falvation wrought out for them. . 
y. 17. But I am poor and needy, &c.] As 
Chrift was literally, 2 Cor. viii. g. and in a fpiri- 
tual fenfe, when deferted by his Father, forfaken 
by his difciples, and furrounded by his enemies ; 
and had the fins of his people, the curfe of the Law, 
and the wrath of God upon him. Yet the Lord 
thinketb upon me; thinketh good for me, as the 
Targum; or thinks highly of me; has mein great 
efteem, though defpifed of men, and in fuch a fuf- 
fering ftate. Thou art my help and my deliverer + 
he believed he fhould have what he prayed for, 
¥. 13. fee Ja. 1. 7, 8,9. Make no tarrying, O 
my God which is a repetition of the requelt in 
W234 ' 


PSALM XLI, 


To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David. 


N this pfalm is a prophefy concerning Chrift, 

and concerning Yudas Ifcariot, as runs part of 
the title in the Syrzac vérfion; and in the Arabic 
verfion, it is called a prophecy concerning the in- 
carnation, and the falutation of Fudas ; and certain 
it is that the ninth verfe is to be underftood of him, 
and of his betraying Chrift into the hands of his 
enemies, fince it is cited and applied to him by our 
Lord himfelf, Fob xiii. 18, fo that having fuch a 
fure rule of interpretation, we may fafely venture to 
explain the whole pfalm of Chrift, which treats 
both of his humiliation and exaltation ; for it nei- 
ther agrees with David wholly, nor with Hezekiah, 
to whom fome afcribe it, as LAcodoret remarks. 


y. 1. Bleffed is he that confidereth the poor, &c.] 
Not the poor of the world in common, nor poor 
faints in particular, but fome fingle poor man ; for 
the word is in the fingular number, and defigns 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who, in the laft verfe of the 
preceding pfalm, is faid to be poor and needy ; and 
fo read the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Ethiopic 
_ verfions here; who became poor for our fakes, 
_ that we might be enriched by his poverty ; being 
born of poor parents, educated in a mean manner, 
and in public life was miniftred to by others : ‘the 
word *here ufed fignifies one that is attenuated, 


2 5%} tenvem, Montanus, Cocceids ; “attenvatum, Junius & Tremelligs, Pifcator ; the poor weakling, Ainfworth, orers # 
om ath 


weak, and exhaufted either of his fubftance or 
ftrength, or both; as Chrift was in his ftate of hu- 
miliation, when he was emptied of his riches, and 
though Lord of all had not where to lay his head ; 
and whofe ftrength was dried up like a potfherd, 
when he fuffered on the crofs ; and indeed at beft 
he was encompafled with weaknefies and infirmi- 
ties : and in this his low eftate he is to be wifely 
confidered, or attended to with wifdom and under- 
ftanding ; and he may be faid wifely to confider 
him, who confiders how great a perfon he is, that 
came into fuch a low eftate for us; not a m 

man, but above angels and men, that has all the 


perfections of deity in him, is the eternal Son of ° 


God, truly and properly God, and the Creator of 
all things, and Governor of the univerfe ; which 
confideration will engage to and encoutage faith 
and hope in him, lead to adore his wonderful grace, 
and to admire his condefcenfion and humility in 
becoming poor and weak; as alfo who confiders 
that the poverty of Chrift was for our fakes, and 
that we might be made rich with the riches of 
grace and glory; and confiders it fo as not to be 
offended with it ; fee Mags. xi. 6, and xiii. 57. and 


Say continually, The Lord be magnified ; let 


which may ferve to fupport us under all meannefs 


and infirmity, and in whatfoever eftate faints may 
come into; and likewife who confiders him in his 


aw 


. 


s 


Pf xliiv.2—s. 
offices which he exercifed in that his eftate as the 
apoftle and higheprieft of our profeffion ; and him 
in his exalted ftate in heaven ; fee Heb. xii, 3, and 
iii, 1. and vii. 4. and viii. 1. in a word, he wilely 
confiders him, who believes in him as his Saviour, 
prizes him as the pearl of great price, cleaves clofe 
unto him, and follows him wherever he goes ; who 
defires to know more of him, is concerned for his 
honour, intereft, kingdom and glory, and pities his 
poor members, and freely and bountifully commu- 
nicates to them; and fo the Targum, “‘ blefled is 
«< the man that wifely confiders the afflictions ot 
«© the poor, that he may have mercy on him; 
and fuch an one is an happy man, and the follow- 
ing things faid of him prove him to be fo, Tbe 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble, or in the 
evil day"; out of all his trouble, temporal and fpi- 
ritual, of body and foul; in every time of affliction, 
private and perfonal 5 or in a time of public cala- 
mity ; perhaps reference may be had to the time of 
Ferufalem’s deftruation, which was a time of great 
tribulation, Matt. xxiv, 21. when \thofe who did 
not confider Chrift in his poor and low eftate, but 
defpifed and rejected him, were deftroyed ; and 
fuch as did, were faved from that calamity : and it 
may alfo include the day of judgment, which is the 
evil day, unto which the wicked are referved, and 
when they will be punifhed with everlafting de- 
ftruétion; but then thofe that confider Chrift, and 
believe in him, will be faved from wrath. Some’ 
take thefe words, with what follows in the two next 
verfes, as a prayer, and as delivered by him that 
vilits the fick, for his comfort; and fo Fofepb Kim- 
chi interprets it of an honourable man vifiting a fick 
man, and inftructing and comforting him with fuch 
words as thefe, that tae Lord will deliver bim, &cc*. 
¥. 2. The Lord will ‘preferve him and keep him 
alive, &c.] Amidft a thoufand deaths, to which 
he is expofed for making a profeffion of his faith 
in Chrift; fee 2 Cor. i. 10. and iv. 10, 11, and vi, 
g- or this. may refer to his {piritual life, which. is 
hid and preferved in Chrift, in whom he believes ; 
and is fafe and fecure, becaufe Chrift lives he fhall 
live alfo, and fhall never die the fecond death, nor be 
hort by it, but fhall have everlafting life. And be 
foall be bleffed upon the earth; with temporal’ blef- 
fings ; for whatever he has, be it more or lefs, -he 
has it with the bleffing of God, and as a bleffing 
of the covenant, and in love, and fo is a bleffing in- 
deed: and with fpiritual bleflings; with peace, par- 
don, righteoufnefs, and a right and title to eternal 
glory and happinefs ; and he will be bleffed in the 
new earth, in which righteoufnefs will dwell, and 
where he will dwell, live and reign with Chrift a 
thoufand years. And thou wilt not deliver bim into 
the will of bis enemies 5 not-into the will of Satan, 
that roaring lion who, would devour him if he 
might; nor of wicked men, and furious perfecu- 
tors, whofe wrath the Lord makes to praife him ; 
and the remainder of it is reftrained by him 5 fome 
read thefe words as a prayer, do not thou deliver him, 
&c. fee Pfal. xxvii..12. fo. Pagninus, Montanus, 
Junius and Tremellius, Ainfworth, and others. 
¥. 3. Lhe Lord will firengthen him upon the bed 
of languifbing, 8c.) When on a fick bed, or a 


_death-bed, where he lies languifhing and ready to 


‘expire; when his natural ftrength, fpirits, and 
as fail him, then the Lord ftrengthens him with 
ftrength in his foul ; and is the ftrength of his heart 


and his portion for ever. The Targum is, ‘* the 


: ayy Cay in die mala, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus, Muafculus 
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“ Word of the Lord fhall help him in his life, and 
‘* fhali appear to him on the bed of his illnefs, to 
*¢ quicken him.” Thou wilt make all bis bed in bis 
Jicknefs, or all bis bed thou bajt turned ox wilt turn 
in bis fickne/s*; meaning, not the recovery of him 
from a bed of ficknefs to a flate of health, which 
is the fenle given by many; much lefs a turning 
him from a itate of eafe and reft into trouble and 
diitrels ; but making him eafy and comfortable on 
a bed of ficknefs ; which, in a literal fenfe, is done 
when a fick perfon’s bed is turned or made, or he 
is turned upon it from fide to fide; fo the Lord, by 
the comforts of his Spirit, makes a fick and death- 
bed eafy’to them that believe in Chrift, and often 
puts that triumphant fong into their mouths in their 
dying moments, O death, where is thy fling, &c. 
1 Cor. Xv. 55. and this is the peaceful end and blifs- 
ful ftate of fuch who wilely confider Chrift and be- 
lieve in him ; whofe poor and low eftate, through 
the fins of his people.on him, the infults of his ene- 
mies, and the treachery of one of his difciples, is 
deicribed in the following verfes. 

¥. 4. L faid, Lord, be merciful unto me, 8cc.] See 
the note on Pfal. xl 11. Heal my foul; not that 
it was difeafed with fin in fuch fenfe as the fouls 
of other mén are ; but it is to be ‘underftood as a 
petition for comfort whilft bearing the fins of others, 
and which Chrift as man ftood in need of when in 
the garden, and on the crofs ;. fo healing fignifies 
comtort in trouble, as in J/a. Ivii. 18. Mai. iv. 2. ° 
For I have finned against thee, or unto thee, or be- 
fore thee, as the Targum not that any fin was com- 
mitted by him in his own perfon, but he having 
all the fins of his people on him, which he calls his 
own, Pfal. xl.12. he was treated as a finner, and 
as guilty before God, J/a. liii, 12. and fo the words 
may be read, for I am a Jinner unto thee® ; tam 
counted as one by thee, having the fins of my peo- 
ple imputed to me ; and am bound unto thee, or 
under obligation to bear the punifhment of fin; or 
thus, For Lbave made an offering for fin unto ibee™, 
fo the word is ufed, Lev, vi. 26. and ix, 15. and 
fo it might be rendered in Lev. v. 7, and 11. and 
perhaps may be better rendered fo in Lev. iv, 3. 
and be underftood, not of the fin of the anointed 
prieft, but of his offering a facrifice for the foul 
that finned through ignorance, y. 2. which offer- 


ing is direéted to: and then the fenfe here is, heal 


me, acquit me, difcharge me, and deliver me out 
of this poor and low eftate in which I am ; for I 
have made my foul an offering for fin, and thereby 
have made atonement for all the fins of my people 
laid upon me; and accordingly he ‘was acquitted 

and juftified, 1, Tim. iii. 16. He 
“y. 5. Mine enemies fpeak evil of me, &c.]. That 
is, the Jews, who were enemies.to his perfon, peo- 
ple, doétrines and ordinances, and would, nat have 
him to reign over them ; thefe fpake evil of him, 
charged him with being a glutton and a wine- 
bibber 5 faid. he had a devil, and was a Samaritan , 
imputed his miracles to diabolical influence; branded 
his doétrine with blafphemy, and {poke againft his 
religion and worfhip, and wifhed him ill, faying, 
When feall be die 2, they had a good-will to. affat- 
finate him privately, but, upon mature delibera- 
tion they confulted and determined to take: what 
advantage they could againft him, and deliver him 
‘up to the Roman governor ; they feared fhould he 
‘go on and fucceed, through his doétrines and mi- 
racles, as he did, it would go ill with them, a 
they 


® Vid. R. David. Kimchium in loc, . |* Maan 
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they concluded could he be brought to death, it 
would clearly appear to the common people that 
he was not the Meffiah ; though this was the very 
thing he came into the world for, and which he 
himfelf was very defirous of; becaufe hereby, and 
hereby ofily, the falvation of his people could be 
brought about; and though this was a thing fore- 
told in prophecy, yet it feems as if Chrift’s enemies 
the Jews, and Satan himfelf, were ignorant of it, 
and of its virtue and ufe to fave men; however, 
though it was an ill wifh in them it was well for us 
that he did die, though the confequence is not as 
they wifhed. And bis name perifo? that is, the 


fame of his doétrine and miracles, the memory of 


him and his worthy deeds, particularly his gofpel, 
which fo fully expreffes the glory of his perfon and 
grace; yea, he himfelf, for they hoped that upon 
his death he would come into general difgrace, that 
his name would never be mentioned but with re- 
proach, that his gofpel would be no more preach- 
ed, and that he would be accurfed of God and men: 
in all which they were fadly difappointed; for up- 
on his refurrection, from the dead, he had a name 
given him above every name; his memory became 
precious to thoufands; an ordinance was appointed 
to remember him to the end of the world in all his 
churches; his gofpel was ordered to be preached to 
all the world as it was, and he himfelf is bleffed 
for evermore. 

¥. 6. And if be come to fee me, &c.] Meaning 
any one of his enemies, when they came, as pre- 
tended, to pay him a friendly vifit. A late learn- 
ed writer ” interprets this of Ab/alom, who vifited his 
father when he had the fmall-pox, which he thinks 
after mentioned, of which his enemies expected he 
would die, when Abfalom pretended great concern 
for his life ; though he, with others, were plotting 
againft him, fhould he live, to deftroy him. He 
(peaketh vanity 5 lies and falfhoods, in a hypocriti- 
cal manner, with a double heart; his mouth and 
his heart not agreeing together; fee Maith. xxii. 
16. Fis heart gathereth iniquity to itfelf ; amafies 
to itfelf greater treafures of wickednefs ftill, though 
that itfelf is defperately wicked, and very wicked- 


nefs: this is to be underftood of the enemies of 


Chrift obferving his words and actions, ‘and laying 
them up, with a wicked intention, againft a proper 
time. When he goeth abroad, he telleth it; as in 
the inftances concerning giving tribute to Cz/ar, 
deftroying the temple, and faying he was the Son 
of God, Matth. xxii. 17, 18. compared with Luke 
xxili. 2. Fobn ii. 19, 21. compared with Mazth, 
Xxvi. 60, 61. Fobn v. 17, 18. compared with Fobn 
Ries 

¥. 7. All that hate me, whifper together againft 
me, &c.] That is, they privately confpired againft 
him; fee Matth. xxii. 15. obn xi. 53. Matth, 
xxvi. 3, 4.. Againft me do they devife my burt ; 
not only to take away his name and credit, but 
his life. . 

¥.8. An evil difeafe, fay they, cleaveth faft un- 
to him, &c.] Not any bodily one, of which they 
might hope he would die; much lefs any foul dif- 
eafe, the difeafe of fin; but, as the phrafe may be 
rendered, a word of Belial* ; that is, a wicked 
charge or accufation ; a charge of fin brought a- 
gainit him by the fons of Belial, as of blafphemy 
and fedition, which they concluded would be faf- 
tened upon him, and ftick by him, and in which 
they fhould fucceed to their wifhes; or elfe the 
ihameful punifhment, the death of the crofs inflict- 


” Delaney’s Life of King David, vol. 2. p. 157, 158» 
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ed on him, which they fancied would fix an inde- 
lible mark of infamy and fcandal on him, fince 
curfed is he that hangeth on a tree. xd now that — 
he lieth, let him rife up no more; inafmuch as he 
was dead, of which they had full proof, and was 
laid in the grave, his tomb watched, and the ftone 
rolled to it fealed ; they thought all was fate, and 
it was all over with him, that he would never rife 
again, as he had given out, and his difciples un- 
capable of committing a fraud they afterwards ac- 
cufed them with: this, according to the above 
learned writer; fee ¥. 6. was faid by Abfalom, as 
he thinks bithopbel is the perfon defigned in the 
following verie. + ha 
y¥. 9. Yea, mine own familiar friend, &e.|. Or, 
the man of my peace ; who did live peaceably with 
him, and ought always to have done fo; whom he 
treated as his friend, as the reft of the apoftles 5 
calling him to that high office, and ordaining him © 
to it, and qualifying him for it; and whom he call- 


‘ed by the name of friend, when he came to betray 


him; Judas is meant. Jn whom I trufted; with 
the bag and the money in it, both for. the fufte- ’ 
nance of his own family, the apoftles, and for the 
relief of the poor, 7obn xii. 6. and xiii. 29. Which 
did eat of my bread of his bread in common with 
the reft of the apoftles; and who was eating with 
him when he gave the fign who fhould betray him; 
and who feems to have eat of the bread in the Lord’s 
fupper; even this fame perfon hath lifted up his 
heel againft me; by fupplanting him, dealing hy- 
pocritically with him, and betraying him’ into the 
hands of his enemies: the metaphor is either taken’ 
from an unruly horfe throwing his rider, and then 
ungeneroufly fpurning at him, and trampling on 
him; or from wreftlers, who feek to fupplant and 
trip up each other’s heels; which fhews the ingra~ 
titude, bafenefs, and treachery of Fudas 5 fee Fobu 
xiii. 18. ee ’ 
y. 10. But thou, O Lord, be merciful unto me, 
and raife me up, &c.} Not from a bed of illnefs, 
nor from a ftate of poverty and want; but'from the! 
dead: it was by the will of his divine Father that 
he fuffered death, and it was to him he made fa- 
tisfaction and reconciliation for the fins of his peo-. 
ple, by his fufferings and death and therefore it 
was but a reafonable requeft, that having done. 
this, he fhould be raifed from the dead : befides, 
his Father had promifed it, and he had believed it; 
fo that this prayer was a prayer of faith; founded’ 
upon a divine promife;-and the refurreétion of 
Chrift is for the moft part afcribed to.God the Fa-. 
ther, as his act ; though not to the exclufion of the: 
Son, who had power, as to lay down his life, foto: 
take it up again ; and though the refurrection of* 
Chrift from the dead is not only an aé& of power, : 
but alfo of juftice; he having paid his: peoples” 
debts, atoned for their fins, and fatisfied law and’ 
juftice, it was but right and equitable that he fhould: 
be difcharged from the prifon of the grave, and fer’ 
free; yet here it is requefted as an act of mercy, 
grace, and kindnefs; for by doing it, itwould ap- _ 
pear that his Father’s. wrath was taken away from 
him, and that he had turned himfelf from the. 
fiercenefs of his anger to him, and that hé was we 
pleafed with his righteoufnefs and facrifice ; befide 
it was giving him glory, as well as rollin 
‘the reproach he lay under; and howeveryit was 
mercy to his body the church, whom he feprefent- 


ed, fince it was for their juftifica ions nay, their 
regeneration is influenced by it » and fois 
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furrection of their bodies, of which Chrift’s refur- 
rection is the pledge and pattern. The end Chrift 
had in view in making the requeft follows. That 
L may requite them; not him, ‘fudas, laft mention- 
ed; for juftice purfued and overtook him ; he de- 
ftroyed himfelf, and was gane to his own place, be- 
fore Chrift’s refurreétion trom the dead ;_ but them, 
the Jews, as a body; his enemies that {poke ill 
of him, wifhed ill to him, confpired againft him, 
to take away his life, and did bring him to the 
duft of death : and this his requital of them after 
his refurrection, was either of good for evil, by or- 
dering his difciples to preach his gofpel, firft at 7e- 
rufalem, to thofe very perfons who were concerned 
in his death, many of whom were converted, bap- 
tized, and added to the church; or of evil, for 
their evil to him, which had its accomplifhment in 
part, at the deftruéction of Feru/alem, and will more 
fully atthe day of judgment, when they that have 
pierced him fhall fee him come in the clouds of 
heaven. ; 

y. 11. By this I know that thou favoureft me, 
&c.] Or delighteft in me* ; as he did, both as 
his Son and his fervant ;'in his obedience, fuffer- 
ings, and death, whereby his counfels were accom- 
plifhed, his covenant ratified, and the falvation of 
his people procured; and which delight and well- 
pleafednefs in him was the ground of his. deliver- 
ance from the power of death and the grave; fee 
P/al. xviii. 19. and xxii. 8. the token by which 
Chrift knew this, was, Becaufe mine enemy doth 
not triumph over me; Judas could not ; he was too 
fhort-lived, he was quickly taken off, and all the 
woes fell upon him, imprecated on him, P/al. cix. 
6—10. nor the Jews ; for though they were high- 
ly delighted when they had faftened him to the crofs, 
and when he was dead, and Jaid in the grave; yet 
they could not fing their jubilee-fong over him, 
until the third day was paft ; for they knew he had 
given out, that he fhould rife again the third day ; 
on which day he did rife, and his apoftles preached 
that -he was alive, and through him the refurrec- 
tion of the dead, to their great grief, vexation, and 
mortification: nor did Satan, the enemy of Chrift, 
perfonal and myftical, triumph over ‘him; not in 
the wildernefs, where, after he had tempted him, 
he was obliged to leave him; nor in the garden, 
and his agony there, where he was ftrengthened. by 
an angel; mor even on the crofs; for on that 
Chrift himfelf triumphed over Satan and his prin- 
cipalities, whom he fpoiled, and deftroyed the devil 
and all his works; and, at his afcenfion to heaven, 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men, in 
token of triumph, and went forth, in the miniftra- 


tion of the golpel, conquering, and to conquer ; 
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turning men from the power of Satan, and caufing 
his fervants to triumph in him, whilft they were 
in every place diffufing the favour of his know- 
ledge. 
y¥. 12. And as for me, thou upholdest mein mine 
integrity, &c.| In the innocence of his nature, 
being free from fin original and actual; in the up- 
rightnefs of his life and converfation before God 
and men ; and in the perfection of his obedience, 
and facrifice, whereby he brought in a perfect 
righteoufnefs, mace complete atonement, and ob- 
tained full falvation and redemption for his people : 
and, becaufe of all this, Jehovah the Father up- 
held him in his fufferings, as.man and. Mediator, 
that he failed not, and, was not difcouraged : or ra- 
ther the fenfe is, that by feveral things which turn- 
ed up in providence, as the difagreement of the 
witnefles, declaration of his judge, and the confef- 
fion of Fudas his betrayer, he was cleared of the 
charges brought againft him, and his innocence 
was maintained, and he upheld in it; but efpecial- 
ly this was done by raifing him from the dead, 
when he was openly acquitted, difcharged and jut- 
tified, and declared to be the holy One of God, 
1 Tim, iii. 16. Pfal. xvi. 10. And fetteft me before 
thy face for ever , after his.refurreCtion, he was in- 
troduced into the prefence of his Father, and was 
made glad with his countenance; where he fits be- 
fore him as the angel of his prefence, and appears 
in the prefence of God in the behalf of his people ; 
is the Lamb in the midft of the throne, as though 
he had been flain ; where his perfon, blood, righte- 
oufnefs, and facrifice, are ever in view for their ac- 
ceptance, and where he, ever lives to make inter- 
celfion for them; for here he will continue until 
the time of the reftitution of all things. — . , 
_¥. 13. Bleffed be the Lord God of Ifrael, &c.} 
Which. is faid, either by the Mefliah, on account 
of the delight his Father had in him; the favour 
he had fhewn him in raifing him from the dead, 
maintaining his innocence, and exalting him at his 
own right-hand ; and for all the bleffings of grace 
the whole J/rael of God enjoyed through him : or 
elfe by the church, who is meant by //rael, the Lord 
is the God of in a covenant-way ; who hearing fuch 
things done to her Lord and head, breaks out into 
an exclamation of praife, and afcribes bleffing and 
glory to God for them, whichis due to him. from 
everlasting, and to everlafting , that is, throughout. 
all ages, world without end, Eph, mi. 21. Ameny 
and Amen; which word, as Kimchi obferves, fig- 
nifies confirmation ; and the doubling of it is for 
the greater confirmation of what is expreffed. Here 
ends the firft part of the book of pfalms, which is 
divided into five parts by the Jews*. 


M XLIL 


To the chief mufician, Mafchil, for the fons of Korali. 


F the word Ma/chil, fee the note on the title 

of the 32d pfalm. Korab was he who was 

at the head of a conipiracy againft Mo/es and Aaron, 
for which fin the earth opened its mouth, and fwal- 
lowed alive him and his company, and fire devour- 
ed two hundred and fi 
which is recorded in Numb. xvi. yet all his pofte- 
rity were not cut off, Numb. xxvi. 11, fome were 


in David’s time porters, or keepers of the gates of |‘perfecuted by Sau/, and driven out by m 
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the tabernacle, and fome were fingers ; fee 1 Chré. 
vi. 33. and ix. 19. 2 Chron. xx. 1g. and to the 
chief mufician was this pfalm directed for them to 
fing; for they were not the authors of it, as fome ” 
| have thought; but moft probably David himfelf 

compofed it; and it feems to have been written by 

him, not as perfonating the captives in Babylcn, as 

Theodoret, but on his own account, when he was 
en from 
abiding 


Cocceius« 
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heaven, the fun, moon, and ftars, and idols of 
gold, filver, brafs, wood and ftone; wherefore 
they afk where was his? but David’s God was in- 
vifible; he is in the heavens, and does what he 
‘pleafes, Pfal. cxv. 2, 3. or the fenfe is, that if 
there was fuch a God, he believed in and profef- 
fed, and he was his fervant, furely he would ever 
have fuffered him to fall into fo much diftrefs and 
calamity, but would have appeared for his relief 
and deliverance ; and therefore tauntingly, and by 
way of reproach, afk where he was, 

¥.4. When I remember thefe things, &c.] Ei- 
ther the reproaches of his enemies; or rather his 
paft enjoyment’ of Godin his houfe, he after makes - 
mention of. J pour out my foul in me; that is, he 
had no life nor fpirit in him, but was quite over- 
whelmed with diftrefs and anguifh; ‘or he poured 
out his foul in prayer to God, that it might be with 
him as in times paft. _ For I had gone with the mul- 
titude, I went with them to the boufe of God; the 
place of public worfhip, whither he had often gone 
with great pleafure and delight ; and which added . 
thereto, there were many that went along with 
him ; or whom he had caufed to go ®, had brought 
along with him; which is the fenfe of the word, on- 
ly wifed here and in J/a. xxxvili. 15. as Dr Ham- 
mond from R. Tanchum and Aben Walid, has 
fhewn: a good man will not only haa. Mai 
worthip himfelf, but will bring others with him ; 
but now, he could neither go alone, nor in com- 
pany, the remembrance of which greatly affected 
hismind; fee P/al. cxxxvii, 1. With the voice of 
jay and praife; the people finging pfalms, hymns, 
and fpiritual fongs. With a multitude that kept 
holy-day ; as efpecially on the three great feftivals 
in the year, the feafts of paflover, pentecoft, and 
tabernacles, when all the males of J/rael appeared 
before God together, and which was a large mul- 
titude; and a delightful fight it was to behold 
them, when they were all engaged in religious 
worfhip at once. . sma 

¥. 5. Why art thou caft down, O my foul? &c.} 
The pfalmift corrects himfelf, as being too much 
deprefied in {pirit with his prefent circumftances, 
and expoftulates with himfelf; adding, Aud why 
art thou difquieted in me ? which fuggefts, that the 
dejections of God’s people are unreafonable ones ; 
fin itfelf is no juft caufe and reafon of them ; for 
though it is very difagreeable, loathfome, ‘and ab- 
horring, troublefome and burdenfome to a fpiritual — 
man, and is ingenuoufly confefféd, and heartily’ 
mourned over, and is matter of humiliation; yet 
no true reafon of dejection; becaufeé there is for-, 
givenefs of it with God ; the blood of Chrift has 
been fhed for the remiffion of its it ‘has been bore’ 
and done away by him ; nor is there any condem- 
nation for it to them that are in him; and though 
‘itrages, and threatens to get the afcendant ; yet it 
is promifed it fhall not have the dominion over the 
faints ;.-neither the nature of it, being great, as 


committed againft God himfelf, nor the | 


abiding in the Lord’s inheritance, and was in a 
ftrange land among the heathen, where he was 
reproached by them; and every thing in this pfalny 
agrees with his ftate and condition ; or rather, when: 
he fled from his fon Ab/alom, and was in thofe parts 
beyond Fordan, mentioned in this pfalm ; fee 2 Sam. 
Xvii. 24-27. fo the Syriac infcription, the fong 
-which David fung in the time of his perfecution, 
defiring to return to Ferufalem. 


ye 1. As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, 
&c.] Either through a natural thirft that creature 
is faid to have; or through the heat of the fum- 
mer-feafon ; and efpecially when hunted by dogs, 
it betakes itfelf to rivers of water, partly to make 
its efcape, and partly to extinguifh its thirft, and 
refrefh itfelf. The word here: ufed denotes the cry 
of the hart, when in diftrefs for water, and pants 
after it, and is peculiar to it; and the verb being of 
the feminine gender, hence the S eptuagint render it 
the ind ; and Kimchi conjectures, that the reafon 
of it may be, becaufe the voice of the female may 
be ftronger than thatvof the male; but the contra- 
ry is aflerted by the~philofopher *, who fays; that 
the male harts cry much ftronger than the females; 
and that the voice of the female is fhort, but that 
of the male is long, or protracted. Schindler“ gives 
three reafons-why thefe creatures are fo defirous of 
water ; becaufe they were in defart places, where 
water was wanting; and another, that being heat- 
ed by deftroying and eating ferpents, they coveted 
water to: refrefh themfelves; and the third, when 
followed by dogs, they betake themfelves into the 
water, and go into that for fafety. So panteth my 
foul after thee, OvGod; being perfecuted by men, 
and deprived of the word, and worfhip of God, 
which occafioned a vehement defire after commu- 
nion with him in his houfe and ordinances: fome 
render the words, asthe field, or meadow defires the 
foower, 8c. ° or thirfts after it when parched with 
drought ; fee J/a. xxxv. 7. Pfal. \xiii. 1, and by 
thefe metaphors, one or the other, is exprefied the 
- pfalmift’s violent and eager thirft after the enjoy- 
ment of God in public worfhip. ; 

y. 2. My foul thirfteth for God, for the living God, 
&c.] Who is fo called, ‘in oppofition to the idols 
of the Gentiles, which were lifelefs' ftatues ; and 
who is the author, giver, and maintainer of natu- 
ral life; and who has promifed and provided eter- 
nal life in-his Son ; and-is’ himfelf the fountain of 
life, and the fountain of living waters, and a place 
of broad rivers and ftreams; particularly his lov- 
ing- kindnefs, which “is ‘better than‘life, is a pure 
river of water of life, the ftreams whereof make 
glad the: faints ; and hence it is that'the pfalmift 
thirfted after God, and the difcoveries of his love ; 
faying, When fhall I come and appear before God ? 
meaning not in heaven, as defiring the beatific vi- 
fion; but in the tabernacle, where were the wor- 
fhip of God, and the ark, the fymbol of the di- 
vine prefence, and where the J/raelites appeared be- 
fore him, even in Zion; fee Pfal. Ixxxiv. 7. _ 

“¥. 3. My tears bave been my meat day and night, 
&c.] That is, he could not eat for forrow, like 
Hannah, v Sam. i. 7,°8. or whilfthé was. eating 
tears fell in plenty, and they wereas conimon,day 
and night, as his ‘food, and mixed with it'; fee 
- Pfal. \xxx. 5. While they continually fay unto me, 
his enemies the Pbhiliftines, Where is thy God? 
theits were to be feen and pointed at, as the*hoft of 
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be caft down on account hereof; for God, who is' 
on the fide of his people, is mightier than he 5: 
Chrift is ftronger than the {trong man armed, and 
the divine Spirit who is in them is greater than he’ 
that is in the world: Satan is under divine reftraints, 
and can go no further in tempting than ‘he is fuf- 

ered, and his temptations are over-ruled for good; 
befides, good armour is provided for the chriftian 
to fight againft him with, and in a fhort time he 
will be,bruifed under his feet : ‘nor are the hidings 
of God’s face a fufficient reafon of dejection’- for 
though fuch a‘cafe is very diftrefling, and gives 
great trouble to. thofé that love the Lord; ‘nor can 
they, nor. does it become them to fit eafy and un-' 
concerned in fuch circumftances, as they are great 
trials of faith and patiehce ; yet it is the experience 
of the people of God in all ages s fome good ends’ 
are an{wered hereby, as to bring faints to a fenfe'of- 


fins, which has deprived’ them of the divine pre- | 


fence, to make them prize it the more when they 
have it, and to be careful ‘of. lofing it’ for the fu- 
ture. Befides, the love of God continues'the fame 
when he hides and chides; and he will return again; 
and will not finally ‘and totally forfake his people ; 
and ina little while they fhall be for ever with him, 
and fee him’ as he is ; and’ though by one provi- 
dence or another they may be deprived for a while 
of the word, worthip, and ordinances’ of God, ‘he 
that provides a place for his church, and feeds'‘and 
nourifhes her in the wildernefs; can make up* the 
Tack of fuch enjoyments by his prefence and Spirit. 
The means and methods the pfalmift’ took to re- 
move his dejections and difquietudes-of mind, are 
as follow. 
fin ; for which there is good ground of hope, and 
fo no reafon to be caft down’on account of it; for 
ftrength againft Satan’s temptations, which is to be 
had in Chrift, as well as righteoufnefs 5. and for the 
appearance of God, and the difcoveries of his love, 
who has his fet time to favour his people, «and 


therefore to be’ hoped, ‘and quietly waited’ for.’ 
Hope is of great ufe againft caftings-down,, ‘it is’ 
an helmet, an ereéter of the head, which keeps it: 


upright, and fram bowing down: “it is’ an anchor 


of the foul, fure and ftedfaft, and is of great fer-. 


Vice in the. troubles of life, and againft the fears of 
death. For I fhall yet. praife him for the belp of bis 


countenance; or the’ falvations of bis countenance”; 


Which implies that the pfalmift believed, notwith- 


ftanding his prefent circumftances, that he fhould. 


have falvation upon falvation; falvation of every 
kind; or a full and complete one, which fhould 
fpring, not from any merits of his, but from the 
free grace and favour of God, exprefled in his gra- 
cious countenance towards him; and alfo inti- 
mates, that the lightof his countenance would be fal- 
vation to him‘ now; and that his confummate 
happinefS hereafter would lie in beholding his face 
for evermore: all which would give him occafion 
and opportunity of praifing the Lord. Now fuch 
a faith and petfuafion as this is a good antidote a- 
gainft dejections of foul, and difquietude of mind ; 
fee Pfal, xxvii. 13. , PU 70 

y. 6. O my God, my foul is caft down within me, 
&c.}] Which the pfalmift repeats, partly to fhew 
the greatnefs of his dejeétion, though he had not 
loft his view of intereft in God as his covenant- 


God ; and partly. to. obferve another method he | 


made ufe of to remove his dejection and refreth his 
fpirits ; and'that was by calling to mind paft ex- 


POL 


Hope thou in God; for the pardon of 
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periences of divine goodnefs. Therefore will I re- 
member thee from the land of Fordan; the country 
round about it, or rather beyond it ; which was at 
the fartheft parts of the land of Canaan, where Da- 
vid was obliged to flee, and where he had often met 
with God. | And of the-Hermonites ; who inhabited 
the mountain of Hermon ; or the Hermonian moun- 
tains, as the Targum ; fee Pfal. cxxxiii. 3. a moun- 
tain upon the border of thé land of J/rael eaftward, 
and which was very high; Cocceius thinks the Ge- 
Jouriles are meant; fee-1 Sams xxvii. 8.-here alfo 
the Lord had appeared to him, and for him. And 
from the: bill Mizar or the little bill *; which 


_might-be fo in comparifon of Hermon. The above 


interpreter thinks Zoar-is meant, which Lot fo 
calledy Gen. xix. 20, 22. which was near Sodom 
and Gomorrah: Kimchi: thinks. it might be Zior, 
‘mentioned in: Fo/h. xv..54. but be it what, or where 


it will,’ in this ttle hill David enjoyed the divine: 


prefence; or was indulged with fome remarkable. 


‘favour; from all which hé concludes, he had no 
‘jaft~reafons to. be dejeéted and. difquieted~in his 
mind: ‘and right it is for the: people of God: to, call 
to mind. palt experiences, and make mention of 
them 3: partly for the glory-of divine grace, and to 
exprefs their’ gratitude to God, and: théirfenfe of 


his goodnefs; and partly: to chear and refrefh their. 


own fpirits, and prevent/dejection and defponden- 
cy: and.delightful it is to:call-to mind;-how, at 
fuch atime, and in fuch a place, the Lord «was 
pleafed'to manifeft his love, apply fome gracious 


promife,. or deliver from fome fore temptation or. 


diftrefs: all which muft tend to encourage faith and 
hope. The Jewith writers differently interpret thefe 
words; ¥archi, of Davia’s remembrance of the 
wonderful works God did} for'the people of Jiael 


of old, in drying up the river ‘YFordan, andgiving) 
them the Law on mount Sinai, a little hill,. in.com-; 


_parifon of tome others: 4ben Ezra, Kimehi; and 
Ben Melech,\ underftand them’ as a reafon of his 
dejeétion, when he remembered how the J/raelites 


came from thofe feveral parts to the folemn/feafts 


at Ferufalem, which he was now deprived-of; and 
the Targum paraphrafes them of the inhabitants of 
thofe places} and of the people that received.the Law 
on mount Sizaz, remembring God ; and fo Arama 
thinks beyond Fordan is mentioned,  becaufe the 
Law was given there; and by the hill Adizar he 
underftands Sizai: and fome chriftian interpreters 
confider them as a reafon why David’s foul was 


caft down in him, he being in fuch places as. here- 


mentioned, at a diftance from his own houfe, from 
Ferufalem, and the place of divine worfhip, and fo 
render the words, becaufe that I remember. thee, 
&e. 7 

_y. 7. Deep calleth unto deep. at the noife of thy 
water-pouts, &c.) By which are meant affliic- 
tions, comparable to the deep waters of the fea, for 
their multitude and overwhelming nature; fee 
Pfal. \xix.. 1, 2. D/a. xiii. 2, thefe came pouring 
down, one after another, upon the pfalmift: as 
foon as one affliction was over, another came, as 


to another, and were clamourous, troublefome, and 
very grievous and diftreffing. All thy waves and 
sand: thy billows are gone over me; with which he 
feemed to be covered and overwhelmed, as a fhi 

is at fea. It may be obferved, that the pfalmift 
calls afflictions God’s water {pouts, and i3 waves 
and dis billows; becaufe they are appointed, fent 
ordered 


‘-yxa 


i Salutes funt facies ejus, De Dieu. 


| inthe cafe of Yob; which is fignified by one calling, 


h YI MW? falutes faciei ipfius, Cocceius ; fo Michaelis. 
“Wid de monte “médico, V. L. Mufculus; parvo, “Pagninus, Vatablus; fo Montanus, Tigurine verfion, Junius & Tremellius, 
Pifcator. 1 p5—Y propterea quod, Tigurine verfion, Pifcator, Muis ; quia, Noldius, p. 727,,N° 1790. ~*~ 
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‘no inconfiderable mercy, to have fuch a God to pray. 
unto in a time of diftrefs ; as well as in a time of 
falvation, to go to, and make known requefts with 


ordered, and over-ruled by him, and madeto work 
tor the good of his people : and now, though thefe 
mightfeem to be a juiticaufe of dejection ; yet 
they were not, as appears from the following 
werfe. ion 

%. 8. Yer the Lord will command bis loving-kind- 
nefs in the day-time, 8c.) Which is:a tender at- 
feétion in God towards his people, fprings from his 
fovereion’ will and pleafure, is from: everlafting,. 
is ever the fame, never removes, from them,, and 1s 
better-than life ; the effects of which are all {piri- 
tual blefings, grace and glory: and:this the Lord 
commands, when he fends it forth with power, 
makes a clear manifeftation, and home-application 
of it to them; when he commands his covenant, 
or ‘beftows -covenant-bleffings on them; when he 
commands his ftrength, or gives them ftrength to 
bear up under affictions 5, when he commands de- 
liverances for Facob, or works falvation for them ; 
and when he commands bleffings temporal, and fpi- 
ritual'on them, efpecially life for evermore; fee 
Pfal. éxi.g. and Ixviii. 29. and xliv. 4. and cxxxiii. 
3. and this is done in the day-time 3 either, as. fome 
interpret it, in a fit and feafonable time, in God’s 
appointed time, who has his fet time to favour his 
people, and thew his loving-kindnefsto them ;. or 
openly and publickly, fo’ as themfelves and others 
may fee the falvation. of the Lord ;-or:continually 5 
for mercy, goodnefs; and loving-kindnefs, follow 
them all the days of their ives; yea, are from ever- 
lafting to everlafting: and thefe words may be read 
either in’ the paft tenfe,' as fome do, yet the Lord 
hath commanded™, 8c. and fo refpect what had 
been, and relate to'the former experiences and ma-, 
nifeftations of the love of God, with which the 
pfalmiit encourages himfelf under his prefent affiic- 
tions; or in the future, -as‘in our verfion'; and fo 
they are an expreffion of faith as to what:would. be 
hereafter, that the Lord would appear again, and 
fhew him his face and'favour. And in the night his 
foug Shall be with me 5 fignifying hereby, that he. 
ftronely believed he fhould have occafion of fing- 
ing pratfe to God in the night-feafon, though he 
was now in fuch mournful) circumftances : he. calls 
it his fone , that is, the Lord’s fong ; becaufe the 
matter of it are his loving-kindnefs, and the blefs- 
ings fpringing from its beeaufe the Lord himfelf 
is the fubje& of it; his perfections, his works, his 
falvation and‘ glory; and‘ becaufe he gives fongs in 
the night, “and puts:them: into: the mouths: of. his 
people ; fee I/a. xii.2. Fob xxxv.10. and the pfalmift 
{ays it would‘be with him, in his heart, and in his 
mouth; and be his conftant companion wherever 
he was, lying down, or rifing up; and that ix the 
night; either figuratively underftood of affliction 
and diftrefs, out of which he would: be delivered, 
and fo be compafied about’ with fongs of deliver- 
ance ; or literally, it being a time of leifure to call 
to mind'the falvation and: mercies of the day, and 
be thankful‘ for them ; fee P/a/. Ixxvii. 6,.and cxix. 
62, As xvi, 25. “And my prayer unto the God of 
my life; natural, fpiritual, and eternal ; being the 
author, giver, and: preferver of each; and this is, 


fince it is joined with a fong. Prayer and praife 
go together, the object of which are not lifelefs 
idols, that cannot fave; but the living God, wha’ 
is a God hearing and anfwering prayer, and does 
not defpife the prayer of the deftitute, The prayer 
of the pfalmift follows. oy Dn a 
¥..9. I will fay unto God my rock, &&c.] A name 
frequently given to the eternal God, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, Deut. xxxii. 4, 31. 1 Cor. x. 4, 2 Sam. 
Xxili, 2, 3. fee the note on P/al. xviii. 2. Whyhaf 
thou forgotten me ? fee the note on P/al. xiii, 1. Wh 
go. I mourning becaufe of the oppreffion of the seas? 
meaning perhaps Saul; though it may be applied to 
any fpiritual enemy, fin, Satan, and the world ; 
who are very opprelfive and afflicting, and occafion 
continual mourning to the children of God. 
_y.10. As with a fword in my bones, mine enemies. 
reproach-me, &c] The reproaches of his enemies 
‘were. grievous and cutting to him,’ as if a fword 


being very fenfible, gives exquifite pain. There 
is a various reading here: fome copies, as Vatablus : 
obferves, read 3 iz, or with, and others 5 as, which 
feems. to be the trueft;. and our tranflators fupply 
as to-make the fenfe, though they read with ; but 
fome* only read as; and the fenfe is, the reproaches 
caft upon the pfalmift were as a {word cutting and 
killing ; and thefe reproaches were as follow. While 
they fay daily unto me, Where is thy God? fee the 
note ony. 3. 

y¥. 11. Why art thoucaS down, O my foul 2? &c.} 
‘The fame expoftulation as in y. 5. and fo is what 
follows, Why art thou difquieted within me? and. 
the fame argument and means are made ufe of to 
‘remove dejection. and. difquietude. Hope thou in 
God: for I fhall yet praife bim ; fee the note theres 
to which is. added a new argument, taken from the 
grace and goodnefs of God, and covenant-intereft 
in him. Who is the health of my countenance, and 
my God. as. the bodily health of man is feen in 
the countenance, and for the moft part to be judg- 
ed of by it; fo is the fpiritual health of the faints, 
and which they have from the Lord; when he, as 
the Sun.of righteoufnefs, arifes upon them with 
healing in his wings, he, by his gracious prefence,, 
makes their countenances chearful, fills them with, 
joy unfpeakable and full of glory, and caufes them, 
to lift up their heads with an holy boldnefs and con- 
fidence, and without fhame and fear: or as it may - 
be rendered, who is the /alvations of my countenance °s 
that is, who is, or will be the author of full and’ 
complete falvation to me; which will be fo public 
and open, fo clear and manifeft, as to be beheld by 
‘myfelf and others; and this the pfalmift mentions,, 
in order to remove his prefent dejections ; and be- 
fides, this God of falvation he believed was his co- 
venant-God, and would be fo even unto death ; 
and therefore he had no juft reafon to be dejected 
and difquieted. a 


PSALM XLII 

; ‘ “ s Lee ‘ . 

“HIS pfalm is without a title; but may well) and the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Ethiopic, and — 
: enough be thought to be one of David's: | Syriac verfions call it a. pfalm of David, and the 


latter 
™ VIX) precepit, Tigurine verfion; mandavit, Hammond ; fo Aben:Ezra and others. oe} ae wg oD LYN Sym- 
machus in-Drufius; ut occifio, Pagninus, Amama; fo Aben Ezra interprets it. Bue nyw? falutes, P agninus, Monta 


nus, Cocceius, Michaelis. 


os 


thankfgiving ; which feems to be intended here, 


pierced through the marrow in his bones, which ~ 


T+. 


ee as 


t 
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latter adds, when Fonathan told him that Sau/ in-|| ther, asfome Jeéwith ? interpreters underftand it, the 
tended to kill him; and.certain it is, that it was | Meffiah, the Sun of righteoufnefs, and light of the 
wrote by the fame perfon, at the fame time, and | world; who is the author of all light, natural, {pi- 
upon the fame ‘occafion. asthe preceding ; feeing | ritual, and eternal; and whofe coming into the 
fome of the fame expreffions, are ufed in it; and | world is often fignified by being feat into it. The 
fome take this and the preceding, to be but one | Spirit of God alfo is the enlightener of men, both 
pfalm, and this might be written with that on ac- | at firft converfion and afterwards, and is fent down 
count of the rebellion of his fon 4d/alom. into their hearts as a comforter of them, by being 
| the Spirit of adoption. The gofpel of Chrift is a 

¥. 1. Fudge me, O God, &c.}, The Targum | great. and glorious light, which, with the Holy 
adds, with the judgment of truth; fee Rom. ii. 2. | Ghoft, is fent down from heaven; though perhaps 
4nd plead my caufe; which was a righteous one ; | here rather may be meant the light of God’s coun- 
and therefore he could commit it to God to be tried | tenance, the difcoveries of his favour and loving- 
and judged by him, and could put it into his hands | kindnefs, which produce light, life, joy, peace, 
to plead it for him ; fee the note on P/al, xxxv. 1. | andcomfort : and by ¢ruth may be meant, either 
Againft an ungodly nation ; meaning either the Pbi- | Chrift himfelf, who is the truth ; or the gofpel, the 
liftines, among whom he was; or his own nation, | word of truth; or rather, the faithfulnefs of God 
when they joined his fon 4/a/om in rebellion againft | in the fulfilment of his promifes ; and fo the words 
him: fome underftand it of the great numbers that | aré a petition that God would fhew forth his loving- 
were with Saul, when he was perfecuted by him. | kindnefs, and make good his word, which would 
O deliver me from the deceitful and unjuft mans ei- | be of the following ufe : Let them lead me ; let them 
ther bfalom, who, under pretence of a vow he | bring me unto thy holy bill, and to thy tabernacles ; that 
had: vowed: in Hebron, got leave of David to go | is, to the place of public worfhip, where the taber- 
thither, and then engaged in a confpiracy againft | nacle was, the /i/] where it was, which feems.to be 
him ; or Abithophel, who had been his friend and | mount Zion; and is called holy; not that there 
acquaintance, but now joined with Ab/alom. It is | was any real holinefs in it; only relative, becaufe 
true of Saul, who, under pretence of friendfhip, | of the worfhip of God in it: and the tabernacle is 
fought his ruin, andito whom he expreffed himfelf | called sabernacles, becaufe of the holy place, and the 
almoft in the fame words here'ufed; fee 1 Sam. | moft holy place in it; the one being the firft, the 
XVill. 17, 25. and xxiv. 12, 15. other the fecond tabernacle, as in Heb. ix. 2, 3. 

¥. 2. For thou art the God of my ftrength, &c.]| and this hill and tabernacles reprefented the church 
Who being the ftrong and mighty God, was able | and ordinances of God, to which fuch: who. are 
to deliver andi fave him, as well as to plead his | poffeffed of light and truth are led. 
caufe ; and was the author and giver of ftrength ¥. 40 Then will I go unto the altar of God, &c.] 
natural and fpiritual to him ; and was the ftrength | Which was in the tabernacle, either of burnt-of- 
of his heart, life and falvation; and is a good rea- | ferings, or of incenfe, there to offer up the facrifice 
fon why he committed his caufe unto him. Why | of praife and thank{giving for mercies received, 
doft thou caft me off ? Thisis the language of unbe- | The altar under the gofpel-difpenfation is Chrift, 
lief; it being what was not in reality, only in ap- | on which fuch  facrifices being offered, are accept- 
pearance: the pfalmift was ready to conclude he | able to God, Heb. xiii. 10, 15. Unto God my exe 
was caft offand rejeéted of God, becaufe he was af- | ceeding jay; as over the mercy-feat, upon a throne 
fli&ted and left in a defolate condition by him, and | of grace, and as his covenant-God ; or this is exe- 
he did not immediately arife to his help and deli- | getical of the altar, which is Chrift, God over all, 
verance, and had withdrawn the light of his coun- || blefled for ever; and who is the objeét of the un- 
tenance from him; but God does not caft off or | fpeakable joy of his people, in his perfon, righteouf- 
reject any of his people; they always continue in | nefs, and falvation. Yea, upon the barp will I praife 
his love, and in his covenant, and in the hands of | thee, O God, my God; the harp is a mufical in- 
his Son; they are always in his fight and family, | {trument, ufedin that part of public worfhip which 
and: fhall never perifh eternally ; and whoever cafts | concerned the praife of God under the former dif- 
them off, or cafts them out, he will not. Wbygo | penfation, and was typical of that fpiritual melody 
T mourning becaufe of the oppreffion of the enemy ? {ee | made in the hearts of God’s people when they fing 
the note on P/al. xlii. 9. his praife; fee Rev: v. 8. and xiv. 2. 

y. 3. O fend out thy light and thy truth, &c.\\ — ¥. 5. Why art thou caft down, O my foul? &e.] 
By Jigbt is meant, not the Law, as Arama but ra- | See the notes'on Pal, xlii. 5, 15. 
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T is not cettain who was the writer of this ; under a prophetic influence, fpeak of future times, 

pfalm, nor when it was written, and to what | and perfonate the church in them. Some are of opi- 
time it belongs: fome have thought it was com-| nion, that he prophetically fpeaks of the times of the 
pofed by one of the Babylonifh captivity, and that it | Maccabeesand of Antiochus,when the church and peo- 
gives an account of the church and people of God ple of God fuffered much forthe true religion, and 
in thofe times ; but whatis faid y. 17, 18,20. does | abode ftedfaft in it; fo Zbeodoret: but rather, the 
not feem to agree with Dan. ix. 5, 6, 10, 11, 13. It|/ whole may be applied to the times of the New Tef- 
is moft likely it was written by David, and to him | tament, fince y. 22. is cited by the apoftle Pau/, 
the Targum afcribes it ; though it does not refpect | Rom. viii. 36. and is applied to his times, and as 
his times; fince what is faid in ¥. 9—14. cannot| defcriptive of the fuffering {tate and condition of the 
agree with them; yet he being a prophet might, | church 
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‘church then; and'which feems to be the guide and 


‘key for the opening of the whole pfalm, 


oye. We bave heard with our ears, O God, 8c.) 
‘The church being in diftrefs, calls to mind the paft 


favours of God to his people, in order to encourage 
her faith and hope; and this expreffion, delivered 
in fach a form, fhews the clearnefs, evidence, and 
certainty of what was heard; and which was heard 
not only as a tradition’ from father to fon; but be- 
ing recorded in the writings of Mo/es and the pro- 
phets, and thefe things’read both in private and in 
public, were heard with the ear. Our fathers have 
told us,. what works thou: didft in their days, in the 
times of old, fuch as the figns and wonders in Egypt, 
the flaying of the firft-born there, and the bring- 
ing of the people of J/rae/ from thence with a 
mighty hand and ftretched-out arm; which fathers 
were ufed to tel] in the ears of their fons, and fons 
fons; and of which there were memorials continu- 
ed in future ages, which led children to afk their 
parents the meaning of them ; when they informed 
them of the wondrous works of providence done in 
former.times, and by which means they were hand- 
ed down from age to age ; fee Exod. x. 2. and xii. 
26. and xiii. 8. 
¥. 2.. How thou didft drive out the heathen with 
thy band, &c.] Of power ; that is, the Canaanites, 
as the Targum; the feven nations which inhabited 
the land of Canaan before the children of J/rae/ came 
into it, Deut. vii. 1. And plantedft them ; not the Ca- 
naanites elfewhere; but, as the fame Zargum ex- 
plains it, the houfe of J/rae/in their land ; which, 
like a vine, was removed from one place, and 
planted in another and the fettlement of the chil- 
dren of J/rae/ in the land of Canaan is frequently 
exprefled by this metaphor, Eyod. xv..17. Pfal. 
Ixxx. 8. Ifa. ve 1, 7. Fer. il. 21. © How thou didt 
affict the people; the Egyptians, according to Ara- 
‘gas rather the Canaanitifo. nations, by wars and 
defolating judgments. Andica/t them out 5 that is, 
the fame nations out of their land; though fome 
render this claufe, and didjt fend. them out ; the cap- 
tive J/raelites, as Arama; ov/didft propagate them 4; 
meaning the people of J/rae/ ; who being like a vine 
planted in the land, fent outits boughs and branch- 
es, and became very flourifhing and fruitful; fee 
Pfal. \xxx.g—11. and fo the Syriac verfion ren- 
ders-it, and: thou confirmedft them; but the former 
fenfe feems beft, agreeable to which is the Zargum, 
thou bajt broken the nations, and baft confumed them ; 
and that all this was the Lord’s work, appears by 
what follows. . 
y. 3. For they got nat the land in poffeffion by. their 
own fword, &c.] There were many things which 
fhew, that the poffeffion of the land of Canaan was 
not of the J/raelites themfelves, butof the Lord ; 


as their paffing over into it thro’ ‘fordan'as on dry” 


land; the manner in which Zericho, the firft city 


of it, was taken, and the fmiting of the J/raelites 


by the men of 4i. Neither did their own arm fave 
them; from their enemies, and deliver them into 
their hands: they were too apt to afcribe things to 
their own righteoufnefs, merit ‘and power; but 
fuch methods were taken by the Lord as to prevent 
fuch attributions to themfelves ; fee Deut. viii. 16, 
17. and ix. 3-6. But thy right-hand, and thine 
arm, and the light of thy countenance the mighty. 
power of God, his ftretched-out arm in their favour, 
‘and which arofe from his pure good-will to them. 
Becaufe thou badft a favour unto them; was well- 


¢ 


fetius, Ebr, Comment, p. 859. 
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pleafed, and took delight in them; chofe them to 
be a fpecial people’ to himfelf, above all people of 
the face of the earth.34 -Mli#) Suse SS 


¥.4. Thou art my king, O God, °8ze.} Befides 


the favours God had done for his people in time 
paft, the church takes notice of her intereft in God 
as her king, who was able to proteét and defend 


her, and-to deliver her out of all her diftreflés, in ~ 


order the more to ftrengthen her faith and hope in 
him; and claiming her intereft in him, fhe’draws 
nigh to him with an holy boldnefs, and defires him 
as a king, that, by a word of his, (for where the 
word of a king is, there is power) he would Com- 
mand deliverances for Facob ; not literally, but myf- 
tically underftood ; the fpiritual 7acob, and people 
of God ; all J/raelites indeed, in whom there is no 
guile ; meaning herfelf and members: the blefling 
defired is deliverances, or falvations 5 fo called, be- 
caufe the deliverance or falvation the Lord com- 
mands, grants, and works out for his people, is of 
different kinds, both fpiritual and temporal, and is 
a deliverance from various things; from fin, Satan, 
the prefent evil world, wrath to come, and all ene- 
mies ; and out of various temptations and afflic- 
tions, and which follow fucceffively one upon an- 
other ; and at laft it is complete and perfect. 

¥. 5. Through thee will we pufh down our ene- 
mies, &c.| The Cbaldee paraphrafe’ renders it, 
through the Word; the effential Word of God, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift,. who is the church’s*King and 
God, and has wrought out complete deliverance 
and falvation for his people ;, and he is the horn of 
falvation, by which, though weak in’ themfelves, 


they pufh down their enemies, which are many and: 


mighty, and they are: more than conquerors over 


them: the metaphor is taken from creatures pufh-' 


ing with their horns thofe that oppofe them, and in 
defence of themfelves; and there feems to be an al- 
lufion to Deus. xxxiii.. 17. Through thy name will 
we tread them under that rife up againfi us; im the 
name of the Lord the faints fet up their banners, 
and in his name they come forth and fight with 
their fpiritual enemies, that rife up againft them, as 
fin, ‘Satan, and wicked men ; and in the name, and’ 
through the power of the Lord, they treadithem’ 
down as mire in the ftreets; and ere long Satan will 
be wholly bruifed under them; and the antichriftian 
party fhall be trodden down by them, and be as. 
afhes under the foles of their feet ;: fee Rom. xvi. 
20. Mal. iv. 3. 13. Thee? 

¥. 6. For 1. will not trust in my bow, &e.} In. 
any carnal weapon, in any creature-help*and affift- 
ance, or in an arm of flefh, but in the word. of the 


| Lord, and in-his name ; fee Pfal, xx. 7.:. Neither. 


foall my fword fave me; that is, I will not aferibe 
falvation to it; the church’s weapons are not car- 
nal but fpiritual ; not the fword of the civil ma- 
giftrate, but the {word of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; Chrift’s kingdom being not of this 
world, is not fupported and defended by worldly 
means, or carnal weapons. 
M7. But thou bast faved us from our enemies, 
&c.] © Spiritual ones, and not we ourfelves; and 
therefore will not»truft in ourfelves, mor in any: 
thing of ours, but in the Lord, and give him the 
glory of falvation. nd hajft put them to foame that 
hated.us; the men of the: world, the feed of the 
ferpent, and the ferpent: himfelf,» whem his works 
were deftroyed, and his principalities and ve 
fpoiled by Chrift upon the crofs; hence the tollow- 
ing boafting of the Lord, and glorying in him.» | 
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yr. 8. In God we boaft all the-day long, &c.]. Or 
as the Targum, in the Word of the Lord, in Chrift, 
who is God over all, and who of God is made. to 
his church and people wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandti- 
fication, and redemption; fo that there is always 
matter of glorying and boafting in him. And praife 
thy name for ever and ever 5 in this world, as long as 
life continues ; and in the other world to all eternity; 
both for the works of providence and of grace, 
for deliverances commanded, and for falvation from 
all enemies wrought out. Selah; of this word fee’ 
the note on Pfal, ili. 2. 


of favours and benefits formerly beftowed, and of 
her covenant-intereft in God, related in the preced- 
ing verfes, She looked upon herfelf as caft off, be- 
caufe affliéted and perfecuted, and the Lord did 
not arife to her immediate help and deliverance ; 


this may regard the ten perfecutions under Rome | 
And put us 
to fame ; before men, at the taking of the ark, as | 
Arama ; rather for their faith in God, and boafting | 


pagan ; fee the note on P/al. xliii, 2. 
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they which hate as [poil for themJelves by feizin 
on the goods and fub/tance of thofe they FNC i 
enriching themfelves by confifcating their eftates 
and pofielfions to their own ufe; or by fpoiling others 
of them, they deceived with their corrupt doctrines 
and foul-deftroying princjples,: whereby they be- 
came flaves to the antichriftian, party ; this may 
refpeét the fame wars.as before,» ae 
Veda, Thou haft given us like Joeep appointed for 
meat, &c.| ‘To be butchered, and then eaten as 
fheep ares, and therefore are, called the flock. of 


‘i | faughter, Zech. xi. 45-7. .a8 the church was, not 

¥. 9. But thou haft caft off, &c.) This, with) 
what follows to y. 17. defcribe the defolate and af- 
fliéted ftate of the church under the gofpel-difpen- | 
fation, in fome parts and ages of it; and in the light: 
in which it was viewed by the church, previous to| 
the encouragement fhe took from the confideration 


only under the ten perfecutions of Rome pagan, 
but through the butcheries and maffacres.of Rome 
papal; who have worried many of Chrift’s fheep, 
have eat their fleth and drank their blood, and have 
become drunken with it; it has been their meat 
and drink to perfecute the faints of the moft High. 
And haft [cattered us among the heathen , the pagan 
world, as the firft chriftians were, who were {cat- 
tered up and down in the gentile world every where ; 
fee 1 Pet. i. 1. or the papacy; who are fometimes 
called Gentiles, Rev. xi. 2. becaufe much of the 
Gentile idolatry is introduced into the popith reli- 
gion; and among thefe many of the true members 
of Chrift and of his church haye been carried cap= 
tive and fcattered ; and fuch will be found there a 


of him, when he did ‘not appear for them, but fut- } little before the deftruction of Babylon, and will be 


fered them to continue in their afflictions and dif- 
treffes ; which occafioned their enemies to triumph 
over them, and fay unto them, Where is your God? 
and alfo before God, who being forfaken by him, 
could not come before him with that holy boldnefs 
and confidence they were wont to do; fee Cant. ii. 
14. And goeft not forth with our armies; as the 
generaliffimo of them; fee.1 Sam. vill. 20. Fudg. 
iv. 14. not leading them forth, and going before 
them; not teaching their, hands to war and their 
fingers to fight; nor infpiring them with courage 
and valour ; nor giving fuccefs and victory to them 
as formerly ; but feeing that Chriftians, at leaft in 
the firft ages of chriftianity, had no armies in a li- 
teral fenfe, this may rather be underftood of the 
non-fuccefs of the gofpel in fome period of it, and 
of the power and prevalence of antichrift, the man 
of fin. The gofpel-miniftry is a warfare; the 
preachers of it are good foldiers of Chrift under 
him ; their weapons are not carnal, but fpiritual , 
great fuccefs attended the word in the firft times of 


called out from thence; fee Rev. xiii} ro. and 
XVili. 4. 

¥. 12. Thou fellef thy people for nought, &c.] So 
God, when he is {aid to deliyer up his people: into 
the hands of their enemies, is faid to fell them to 
them ; fee Zudg, ji,14, and iit. 8..andiivo2. and 
felling them for nought fuggefts, that in their ap> 
prehenfions he had no efteem of them and value 
for them 5 juft as men when they have any perfon 
or thing to difpofe of they have no regard unto, 
but choofe to be rid of, will part with it for no- 
thing ; and as it follows, . And dof mot increafe 
thy wealth by their price; get nothing by: the. bar- 
gain. This muft be underftood after the manner 
of men, and in the opinion of the church; and not 
as in reality; no otherwife than as it has been true, 
that God. has fuffered fome of his people to be 
in the bondage and flayery: of myftical Babylon. 
called Egypt, one part of whofe wares and, mers 
chandifes are flaves and fouls of men, Rev. xi. 8/ 
and xvili, 13. . 


the gofpel ; Chrift went forth with his armies con} -y. 13-.°Thou make/t us a reproach to our neigh- 
quering and to conguer ; and Lia were fub- | ours, &cc.], Which is the common lot of chriftians : 
dued by him, and became fubjects of him; but in | Chrift and his apoftles have given reafon for the 
fome ages there has been. bute. little fuccefs, . few. | faints in all ages to expectiit, and have: fortified 
have believed the report of the. gofpel and been } their minds to bear it patiently, yea to efteem it an 
converted by it; Chrift’s minifters have laboured || honour, and greater riches than the treafures of the 
in vain, Satan’s kingdom, though attacked, yet not | antichriftian Egypt. 4 fcorn.aud a derifion to them 
weakned, nor Chrift’s kingdom enlarged, but ra- | that are round about us ; being always reprefented 
ther all the reverfe ; antichrift has been fuffered, as | as mean and defpicable, and\reckoned ignorant and 
to make war with the faints, fo to prevail and over- | accurfed, and as the filth of the world, and the 
come, and will do fo, Rev. xiii, 4,7. and xi. 7. but | offscouring of all things. 

it will not be always the cafe, Chrift will go forth} y. 14. Ihou makeft us a by-word among the hea- 
with his armies, and make great conquefts again, | then, &cc.] Among the papifts, as the Jews were 
Rev. xi. 15. and xvii. 14. and xix. 11-16, this | among the Gentiles, Deut. xxviii. 37. Fer. xxiv..9. 
may refer to the wars of the Papifts with the Wal- | calling them fchifmatics, heretics, fanatics, and what 
denjes and Albigenfes, who were vanquifhed by the | not. 4 /haking of the bead among the people , by 
former. way of indignation, {corn and contempt ; fee P/a/. 

y¥. 10. Thou makeft us to turn back from the ene-| xxii. 7. and cix. 25, 

my, &c.] In the times of Ei, according to Ara-| _y. 15. My confufion is continually before me, &c.} 
ma ; but may be underftood of fome of the vifible | Meaning that, which is the occafion of it. dud the 
members of the church, and profeffors of religion, | /hame of my face hath covered me not by reafon 
not being valiant for the truth, and deferting the | of fin, which is often the caufe of confufion and 
caufe of God and Chrift, by reafon of tribulation | fhame in God’s people ; fee Fer, iii. 25. Dav. ix. 8. 
and perfecution arifing becaufe of the word. nd | but on account of what follows. 
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_ 3. 16, For the voice of bim that reproacheth and 
blafphemeth, &c.] That is, Antichrift, to whom 
a mouth fpeaking blafphemies has been given, and 
which he has opened in blafphemy againft God, 
attributing that to himfelf which. belongs to God ; 
blafpheming his name, his tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in heaven; fee Rev. xiii. 5, 6. 2 Theff. 
ii. 4. By reafon of the enemy and avenger; which 
are very proper characters of Antichrift, who is the 
enemy of Chrift and of his people, and breathes 
out vengeance againft them ; as the fame titles are 
alfo given to the fcribes and pharifees, the impla- 
cable enemies of Chrift, P/al. viii. 2. 

y¥. 17. All this is come upon us, &c.] Not by 
chance, but according to the purpofe and counfel 
of God; not for fin, and as a punifhment of it, 
but for Chrift’s fake and his gofpel; for a profef- 
fion of faith in him, and for the trial of it. Yes 
have we not forgotten thee; not the being and 
perfections of God, on which they often meditated, 
efpecially as difplayed in the affair of falvation by 
Jefus Chrift ; nor the works of God, which were 
remembered to encourage faith and hope in their 
prefent circumftances, y. 1. nor the benefits and 
favours beftowed upon them by him; nor his 
word, worfhip and ordinances ; their reproach, af- 
fli€tions, and perfecutions, did not move them from 


the hope of the gofpel, and the fervice of God. 


Neither have we dealt falfly in thy covenant; by 
difbelieving their intereft in God as their covenant- 
God; by difregarding or not coming to and mak- 
ing ufe of Chrift the mediator of it ; and by calling 
in queftion their intereft in the bleffings and pro- 
mifes of the covenant; for nothing can be more 
called dealing falfly in or with refpect to the cove- 
nant of grace than unbelief about it; which remains 
firm and fure notwithftanding all the afflictions that 
may come on fuch who are interefted in it : more- 
over, as this may refpect the formal exhibition of 
the covenant under the gofpel-difpenfation, by the 
miniftry of the word, and the adminiftration of or- 
dinances ; the fenfe may be, that though the church 
and her members met with fo much reproach and 
perfecution from men, yet did not drop nor deny 
any of the truths of the gofpel, nor corrupt the or- 
dinances of Chrift, nor neglect an attendance on 
them; but were virgins, pure and incorrupt in doc- 
trine and practice, and followed the Lamb whither- 
foever he went. 

¥. 18. Our heart is not turned back; &c.] To 
its original hardnefs, blindnefs, and bondage, to its 
former fin and folly, to cherifh, gratify, and fulfil 
its lufts and defires ; not from God, from love to 
him; faith in him, and defires after him ; nor from 
his worfhip and fervice; their trials had no fuch in- 
fiuence upon them as to caufe them to apoftatize 
from God, neither in heart, nor in action. Neither 
have our fteps declined from thy way; from the way 
of his commandments; frorh the paths of holinefs, 
truth and faith, being direéted and guided therein 
by the counfel of the Lord, and kept and preferved 
by his power. 

¥. 19. Though thou haft fore broken us in the place 
of dragons, 8c.] Where men, comparable to dra- 
gons for their poifon and cruelty, dwell ; particularly 
in Rome; and the Roman jurifdiction, both pagan 
and papal, the feat of Satan the great red dragon, 
and of his wretched brood and offspring, the beatt, 
to whom he has given his power ; here the faints 
and followers of Chrift have been forely afflicted 
and perfecuted, and yet have held faft the name of 
Chrift, and not denied his faith; fee Rev. ii. 13. 


PSAL M 5. Pfixliv.y.16—24. 


and xii. 3. the wildernefs is the habitation of dra- 
gons; and this is the name of the place where the 
church is faid to be in the times of the papacy, and 
where fhe is fed and preferved for a time, afd time$, 


and half a time, Rev. xii. 6,14. And covered us 


wilh the fhadow of death ; as the former phrafe de- 
notes the cruelty of the enemies of Chrift’s church 
and people, this their difmal afflictions and forlorn’ 
ftate and condition; fee P/al. xxiii. 4. J/a, ix. 2/ 
and may have fome refpeét to the darknefs of po- 
pery, when it was at the height, and the church of 
Chrift was covered with it, there being very little 
appearances and breakings forth of gofpel-light any 
where. ‘According to drama, the place of dragons 
denotes the captivity of Egyp', which is the great 
dragon ; and the /hadow of death, he fays, was a 
name of Egypt in ancient times, as fay the Rabbins; 
and obferves that ¥. 25. explains this; fee Gev. 
iil. 14. 

y. 20. If we have forgotten the name of our God, 
&c.} As Antichrift, and the antichriftian party 
did in thofe times, Dan. xi. 36, 37. Or firéiched 
out our bands to a ftrange God, as not to any of 
the heathen deities under the pagan perfecutions, 
fo not to any images of gold, filver, brafs ‘and 
wood, under the papal tyranny ; not to the virgin 
Mary, nor to angels and faints departed ; nor te 
the breaden God in the mafs, never heard of be- 
fore; fee Dan. xi. 38, 39. Rev. ix. 21. 

y. 21. Shall not God fearch this out? &c.] Un- 
doubtedly he would, was it fo, and expofe it, and 
punifh for it; as he will the Balaamites and chil- 
dren of Fezebel, Rev. ii. 18—23. this feems to be 
an appeal to God for the truth of all that the 
church had faid concerning her ftedfaftnefs and in- 
tegrity under the moft trying exercifes. For be 
knoweth the fecrets of the heart ; whether the heait 
is turned back, or there is any inclination to apo- 
ftatize from God, or his name is forgotten in’ it ; 
as well as whether in fact the hand has been ftretch- 
ed out, or prayer made to a ftrange God, Fer. xvii. 


g / 


long, &c.] Thefe words are cited by the apoftle 
Paul in Rom. viii. 36. and are applied to his times, 
thewing the then clofe attachment of the faints to 
Chrift, and their {trong love and affection for him; 
and they have the fame fenfe here, being an inftance 
and proof of the church’s integrity and faithfulnefs 
in the caufe of God, amidft the foreft afflictions and 
perfecutions ; for the truth of which fhe appeals to 
the fearcher of hearts; and had their accomplifh- 
ment in the ten perfecutions under the heathen em- 
perors, and under the papal tyranny ; and may be 
underftood of their being threatned with death, 
being in danger of it, and expofed unto it continu- 
ally, 1 Cor. xv, 31. 2 Cor. iv. 10, 11, 12. OF Of 
their being in fuch troubles and afflictions which 
may be called death, 2 Cor. i. 8, 9, 10. and Xi. 23. 
or of the actual flaying them: and what was done 
to many of the members of the church, fhe attri- 
butes to herfelf, becaufe of the union between them; 
and for the fake of the worfhip of the true God, 
becaufe they would not worfhip the gods of the 
lieathens, rior the image of the beaft; multitudes of 
them were put to death; and thar all the da long, 
and every day, atid that for a tong feries and courfe 
of time; or continually ; and indeed ever fince the 
gofpel-day or difpenfation begin, this killing work 
hag been more or lefs; and it will continue during the 
rei¢n of Antichrift, until the meafure of his iniquity 
is filled up, and the afffictions of the faints are ac= 

pe cos 


. 
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y. 22. Yea, for thy fake are we Filled all the day 


- 


PExliv.y¥.23—26, PSA 


complifhed. We are counted as fheep for ihe flaugh- 
ter; or as foeep of flaughter*; fee Zech. xi. 4, 7- 
that is, either as fheep to be flaughtered for food, 
their enemies delighting to eat their fefh and drink 
their blood ; fee the note on y. 11. or for facrifice, 
they reckoning it doing God good fervice to take 
away their lives, as though they facrificed a lamb 
or a fheep unto him; and which, like fheep, they 
have patiently endured : this is the account made 
of them, not by the Lord, in whofe fight their 
death is precious; nor by the faints, with whom 
their memory is dear; but by their furious per- 
fecutors, among whom they areas fheep among 
wolves ; fee 1 Cor. iv. 13. nd 
¥.23. Awake, why fleepet thou, O Lord? &c.]. 
Not that fleep properly falls upon God :_ the 
keeper of J/rael neither flumbers nor fleeps ;_his 
eyes are always upon his people ; he never with- 
draws them from them, and he watches over them 
night and day: but fometimes he feems and is 
thought to be afleep; as when wicked men flou- 
rifh and triumph over the righteous, and go on in 
fin with impunity; when their judgment feems to 
linger, and their damnation to flumber, though it 
does not; and when the faints are under fore af- 
flitions, and the Lord feems to difregard them, 
and does not appear for their deliverance; and 
when things areas when thedifciples were in a ftorm, 
and Chrift was afleep, to whom they faid, Cares 
thou not that we perifo? And the Lord may be 
faid to awake, and it is what is here prayed for, 
when he ftirs up himfelf and takes vengeance on 
his enemies, as he will ere long on Antichrift and 
his followers; and when he takes.in hand the 
caufe and judgment of his people, and pleads it 
thoroughly, and delivers them out of the hands 
of all their oppreffors, and gives them the domi- 
nion and kingdom under the whole heaven; fee 
Tfa. li. 9. Pfalm Ixxvili, 655 66. and XXxv. 23, 
Arife ; to revenge the blood of his people, and to 
have mercy on his Zion. Caft us not off for ever ; 
as he might feem to do, by fuffering their enemies 
to triumph over them; but in reality he does nor; 
much Jefs with loathing and abhorrence, as the 


LMS. 663 


word ‘ ufed fignifies, fince his church is his Hépb= 
zibab, in whom he delights; and ftill lefs for 
ever, fince his love to them is from everlafting to 
everlafting, and they fhall be for ever with him} 
fee the note on Pfalm xliii. 2.” 

¥. 24. Wherefore hideft thou thy face? &c.] 
See Pfaim x. 1. and xiii, 1. And forgette/t our af= 
fiiétion and our oppreffion? Not that the Lord does 
really forget either the perfons of his people, which 
he cannot, fince they ate engraven on the palms 
of his hands, and a book of remembrance is 
written for them: nor the afflictions of his people 3 
he knows their fouls in adverfity; he choofes them 
in the furnace of affliction; he makes all afflictions 
work together for good, and delivers out of them. 
But becaufe deliverance is not immediately wrought; 
and they fometimes continue long under their af- 
flictions and oppreffions, they feem to be forgotten 
by him, as during the ten perfecutions and the long 
reign of Antichrift. 

¥. 25. For our foul is bowed down to the duft, 
&c.]_ Which may fignify great declenfion in {pi- 
ritual things, much dejeétion of mind, and little 
exercife of grace, Palm cxix. 25. Lam. iii. 29. or 
a very low eftate in temporals ; fubjection to their 
enemies ; they fetting their feet upon their necks, 
and obliging them to lick the duft of them: and 
even it may fignify nearnefs to death itfelf; fee 
Fofo. x. 24. Ifa. xlix. 23. Pfalm xxii. 16. Our 
belly cleaveth to the earth ; as perfons that lie pro- 
ftrate, being conquered and fuppliants. 

¥.26. Arife for our help, &c.) Or, arife our 
help *. God is the help of his people, and he is a 
prefent help in time of trouble; and he is the only 
one; and he can help and does, when none elfe 
can. And redeem us for thy mercies-fake ; not for 
the fake of her integrity and faithfulnefs ; nor for 
her fufferings for Chrift’s fake; but for his grace 
and mercy fake, which is the fource and fpring of 
redemption or deliverance, both temporal and {piri- 
tual; and to that the faints afcribe it, and not to 
any merit of theirs, or works of righteoufnefs done 
‘by them. 


PSALM XLV. 


To the chief mufician upon Shofhannim, for 


HERE are fome things in this title we 

have met with already in other pfalms3 as 
the direction, To the chief mufician, for the fons of 
Korab; and one of its names, Ma/chil. The 
word /hofbannim, according to Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech, is the name of a mufical inftrument, on 
which this pfalm was fung; an inftrument of fix 
ftrings, as Fumius: but Aben Ezra thinks it was 
the firft word of a fong, to the tune of which it 
was fung; though others are of opinion that it 
points at the perfons, the fubjects of this pfalm, 
and may be rendered, Concerning Shofoannim; that 
is, as the Yargum interprets it, concerning thofe 
that fit in the fanbedrim of Mofes ; and Farch’s 
note is, for the glory of the difciples of the wife men, 
comparable to lilies; for fo this word fignifes, 
and may be tranflated, concerning the lilies‘ ; that 
is, concerning Chrift and his church, who are ma- 


the fons of Korah, Mafchil, a fone of loves. 


| nifeftly the fubjeét of this pfalm, and ate coni- 


pared to lilies, Cant. ti. 1, 2, 16. and v. 13, and 
vi. 2, 3. This pfalm is called a fong of loves, ani 
epithalarny or marriage-fong, fetting forth the mu- 
tual fove of Chrift and his charch ; or a fong of 
the beloved ones"; ot friends; of Chrift, who is the 
beloved and friend of his church; and the church, 
who is the beloved and friend of Chrift; fee Z/a. 
v. 1. and the word here ufed being in the femi- 
nine gender, fome have fupplied the word virgins, 
and render it thus, a fong of the beloved virgins "s 
fung by them) on account of the marriage between 
Chrift and his church, who are the companions of 
the bride, mentioned in y. 14. and friends and 
lovers of the bridegroom ;- fee Cant. i. 3. Fobn iit. 
2g. The writer of this pfalm is not mentioned ; 
it was not written by the fons of Korah, as fay the 
Targum and Syriac verfion; but moft probably by 

David; 


¢ Ando ixx3 ut pecus ma¢tationis; Montanus, Vatablus; {6 Mafculas, Cocceius, Gejertis, Michaclis, Ainfworth: 


© TANIM IN ne abjicias cum faftidio, Gejerus. 
© swe Sy de liliis, Tigurine verfion. 


amatarum,Cocceius. ™ Dileétarum feu de dilestis Chrifto virginibus, Michael 


a hb) FUPVUY auxilium noftrum, Cocceius, Gejerus, 


a FV WW canticom amicarum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; 


is s a fong of the well-béloved virgins, Ainfwortl. 
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David, though not concerning his fon Solomon, as 
fome have thought; who, though wifer than all 
men, is never faid to be fairer; nor was he a war- 
rior, as the perfon is reprefented ; nor was his 
throne and kingdom for ever and ever ; nor he the 
object of worfhip; nor was his marriage with Pha- 
‘yaob’s daughter fo commendable a thing; nor is 
fhe ever praifed, as the queen herein mentioned is : 
but the perfon who is fpoken of is the Meffiah, 
as is owned by feveral Jewith writers: the Targum 
interprets the fecond verfe of the King Meffiah; 
and Ben Melech fays, he is meant by the King in 
¥. 1. ben Ezra obferves, that this pfalm is faid 
concerning David, or concerning the Meffiah his 
fon, for fo is his name, Ezek. xxxvil. 26. and | 
Kimchi exprefly fays, it is fpoken concerning the 
Meffiah ; and Arama affirms, that all agree that. 
it treats of him. 


y.1. My heart is inditing a good matter, &c.) 
What: is valuable and excellent, concerning the 
excellency of Chrift’s perfon, of his kingdom, of 
his love to the church, and of the church itfelf ; 
what is pleafant and delightful, comfortable, ufe-. 
ful and profitable: this his heart was inditing ; 
which fhews that it was under the fanctifying in- 
fluences of the holy Spirit, and denotes the fervour 
of its it boiling up, as the word” fignifies ; being 
heated by the fire of the divine Spirit, whereby it 
was hot within him, and caufed him to {peak with | 
his tongue; and alfo the abundance that was in it, 
it bubbling up’, as fome choofe to render it ; from 
whence this good matter flowed like water out of 
a fountain. I /peak of the things which I have made 
touching the king ; the King Meffiah; the King of 
the whole world, and of the kings of it, and of the 
faints in it; over whom he reigns in a {piritual | 
manner, and in righteoufnefs ; concerning whom 
this pfalm or poem was compofed by David under 
divine infpiration, and which he here delivers: Ay 
tongue is the pen of a ready writer; or as * one; 
fuch an one as Ezra was, Ezra vii. 6. that writes 
{wiftly and compendioufly ; fuggefting, that as he 
was full of matter, he freely communicated it, 
being moved by the holy Spirit, who fpake by 
him, and whofe word was in his tongue; which 
made him fo ready and expert in this work. The 
allufion is to fcribes and notariesy and fuch dike 
perfons, that are extremely ready and {wift in the 
ufe-of the pen. The word for pen is derived ei- 
ther from wyy which fignifies to fly *, and from 
whence.is a word ufed fora, flying fowl; yet we' 
are not to imagine that here it fignifies a pen made | 
of a bird’s quill, as now in common nfe with us; 
for this did not obtain until many hundred years | 
after Davia’s time. It feems that J/dore of Seville, 
who lived in the feventh century, is the firft per- 
fon that makes mention of penna, a pen, as made 
of the quill of a bird’; but rather the pen has its 
name in Hebrew, if from the above root, from 
the velocity of it, as in the hand of a ready writer; 
or rather it may be derived from Myy ¢o sharpen, 
in which fenfe it feems,to be uled,. Azek. xxi. 15, 
and fo a pen has its name from the fharp point of 
it: for when the ancients wrote, or rather engraved 
on ftone, brafs, lead and wood, they ufed a ftyle 
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or pen of iron; fee Fob xix. 24. Fer. xvii. 1, 
when they wrote on tables of wood covered nd 


wax, they ufed a kind of bodkin made of iron, 
brafs or bone; fee the note on Hab. ii. “2. and 


when upon the rind and leaves of trees, and om 
papyrus and parchment, they made ufe of reeds, 
particularly the Egyptian calamus or reed; and the 


word here is tranflated calamus or reed by the Tar- 
gum, Septuagint, and all the Oriental verfions. 


Now as the Jews had occafion frequently to copy 
out the book of the Law, and other writings OF 
theirs, their fcribes, at leaft fome of them, were 
very expert and dextrous at it; but whether the 
art of /bort-band was to any degree in ufe among 
them,,.is not certain, as it was in after-times amone 
the Romans, when they ufed marks, figns and ta 
breviations, which feems to have laid the founda- 
tion of the above art, and had its rife, as is faid, 
from Cicero himfelf, though fome aferibe it to A4- 
c@nas *: and in Martial’s time it was brought to 
fuch perfection, that, according to him, the hand 
could write fwifter than a man could fpeak ® . 
¥.2- Thou art fairer than the children of men, 
&c.] Here begins the pfalm, and this is an ad- 


| drefs to the King-Meffiah, the fubje€t of it, com- 


mending him for his beauty and comelinefs; which 
is not to be underftood of his divine beauty or his 
glory, as the only begotten of the Father, in which 
he is the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs 
image of his perfon ; for this admits of no com- 
parifon, nor is the beauty of angels and men to 
be mentioned with it; but of the beauty of his 
human nature, both in body and foul, which be- 
ing the immediate produce of the holy Spirit, and 
without fin, and full of wifdom, grace and holi- 
nefs, muft tranfcend that of any or all the fons of 
Adam, They are all deformed by fin; and what- 
ever fpiritual beauty there is in any of them, they 


have it from Chrift; they are comely through his 


comelinefs; the outward beauty of men is vain 
and deceitful, and foon perifhes ; but Chrift is ever 
the fame, and he is efteemed of by all that know 
him, as exceeding precious, altogether lovely, and 
tranfcendently excellent and glorious. The He- 
brew word here ufed is doubled in its radicals, 
which denotes the exceeding great fairnef§ and 
beauty of Chrift, -efpecially as Mediator, and as 
full of grace and truth. It follows, Grace is 
poured into thy lips; by which is meant the matter 
‘of his fpeéch, or the gofpel preached by him ; 
thofe words of grace, as Kimchi on the text ex- 
refles himfelf ; or gracious words which Pa be 
fd out of his Lee Luke iv. 22. Y 
the grace of God was given him to preach; it was 
put into his mouth, and that in great abundance ; 
it was given at fundry times and in divers man. 
ners, and by piece-meal to the prophets before 
him ; but it was poured into his lips, and he was 
abundantly qualified for preaching it, by having 
the Spirit without meafure given him ; and fo was 
poured out in a graceful manner, with great au- 
thority, and as never man before him abe ja 
doétrines of grace, gracious invitations, precic 
promifes, excellent prayers, and even words | 
ternal life; fee Caut.v. 13. 
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of union to the Son of God, and with all the gifts and 
graces of the Spirit of God; and as Mediator, with 
all {piritual bleffings, with grace and glory for his 
people. Hence all his comelinefs, grace and grace- 
tulnefs. 
¥. 3. Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, O moft 
mighty, &c.] As Chrift is, the mighty God, even 
the Almighty, and which appears. by his works of 
creation and providence; by the redemption of 
his people 5 by his care and government of ‘them ; 
by fuccouring them under all their temptations and 
afflictions ; by ftrengthning them for every fervice, 
duty and fuffering; by pleading their caufe, and 
fupplying their wants; by preferving them to his 
kingdom and glory; by raifing them from the 
dead at the laft day, and by introducing them into 
the pofleffion of the heavenly inheritance. This 
mighty One is called upon to gird on his fword ; 
by which is meant either the fword of the Spirit, 
the word of God; which is fharp in convincing of 
fin, reproving for it, and threatning on account 
of it, as well as in refuting error and herefy ; and 
a two edged one, confifting of Law and Gofpel, 
and which Chrift made ufe of to great purpofe, 
againft Satan in the wildernefs, and againft the 
Scribes and Pharifees;-and which he will make 
further ufe of in the latter day, againft the man 
of fin, and his followers. Or elfe the power of 
Chrift, which, as the leader and commander of his 
people, and the captain of their falvation, is called 
upon to exert, by preparing to engage with, and 
by deftroying his and their enemies; and which 
he did put forth when the year of the redeemed 
was come, which was the day of vengeance in his 
heart; when he combated with and deftroyed Sa- 
tan, and {fpoiled his principalities and powers ; 
when he abolifhed death itfelf, and took away fin 
the fling of it, and the law, the ftrength of fin; 
overcame the world, and delivered his people from 
it, and out of the hand of every enemy. It is 
added, with thy-glory and thy majefty ; which may 
be connected either with the phrafe and moft migh- 
ty, and fo be expreffive of the glory and majefty 
of Chrift, as the mighty God; or with his /word, 
as an emblem of his authority and majefty as a 
King, and may denote the glory of his gofpel and 
of his power; or may point at the end of his gird- 
ing his {word upon his thigh, which was to fhew 
forth the glory of his .majefty, or to obtain honour 
and glory: though the word gird may be fupplied 
and repeated, and fo make a diftin&t propofition, 
gird with thy glory and thy majefty ; which was 
done when he was raifed from the dead, and had 
glory given him; was crowned with it, and had 
the glory put upon him he had with his Father be- 
fore the world was. 
yx. 4. And in thy mayefty ride profperoufly, &c.] 
Not literally, as was prophefied of him he fhould, 
and as he did, Zech. ix. 9. Matt. xxi. 7, 9, 16. 
but mayftically and fpiritually, either in the cha- 
riots of angels up to heaven, P/alm Ixviii. 17, 18. 
or on the white horfe of the gofpel, with his bow 
and arrows after-mentioned, conquering and to 
conquer, Rev. vi. 2. and where he rides i his ma- 
jefty, thewing forth his glory both as a divine per- 
fon and as Mediator; and which is very confpi- 
cuous in the gofpel, and the miniftry of it; and 
alfo profperoufly, as he did in the firft preaching of 
the word by the apoftles, when it was made the 
power of God to falvation to multitudes, and the 
Lord. caufed them to triumph in Chrift every 
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where; and as he will in the latter day, when the 
Jews will be converted, and the fulnefs of the Gen- 
tiles brought in. Becaufe of truth, and meekne/s, 
and righteoufne/s, either becaufe he himfelf is ¢ruth, 
the truth of all types, promifes, prophecies and 
doctrines ; or becaufe of the gofpel of truth which 
comes by him; or on account of his truth and 
faithfulnefs in fulfilling his own engagements, and 
the promifes of his Father: and becaufe of the 
meekne{s which was fo apparent in him, in taking 
upon him the form of a fervant; in his carriagé 
to finners, and converfation with them ; in minif- 
tring to his difciples; in his conduct towards his 
enemies ; and in feeking not his own glory, but 
his Father’s: and:becaule of righteou/ne/s, the ho- 
linefs of his nature, the purity of his life and ac- 
tions ; and becaufe of the righteoufnefs he is the 
author of to his people, and of his righteous ade 
miniftration of his offices, efpecially as a King. 
And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things 5 
or thy power, which the right hand is a fymbol of, 
fhall perform terrible things ; as it did in the work 
of redemption, by conquering and deftroying tle 
enemies of his people, and of himfelf; and as it 
does in the converfion of men, which makes ter- 
rible work in their confciences, as the inftances of 
the three thoufand, of Sau/, and of the jailor fhews 
and as it has in his judgments on his enemies the 
Jews, in the utter ruin of their nation, city and 
temple ; and will do on all the antichriftian powers 
in the latter day. The Targum paraphrafes it, 
“© The Lord fhall teach thee to do terrible things 
‘¢ with thy right hand *.”* 
¥.5. Thine arrows are fharp.in the heart of the 
king’s enemies, &c.| Meaning either the Jews, 
who were the implacable enemies of Chrift, and 
who would not have him to reign over them; in 
the midft of whom were fent his arrows, of the 
fword, famine and peftilence, and which were very © 
fharp, and made fad havock among them, and 
caufed fuch a time of tribulation as was not before, 
or has been fince, Mafét. xxiv. 21. or elfe the doc- 
trines of the gofpel. The fcriptures are the qui- 
ver out of which they are taken; the gofpel is the 
bow into which they are put, and out of which 
they are fhot; and minifters are the archers that 
draw the bow at a venture and fhoot them; and 
which are compared to arrows for their fwift, 
fudden and fecret motion, and for their piercing 
and penetrating power and efficacy : and thefe are 
Chrift’s, which he is the author of, and which he 
makes ufe of to good purpofe, by ftriking the 
hearts of his people with them, who in their ftate 
of unregeneracy are enemies to him; which ap- 
ears by their wicked works, and as they were 
when he died for them, and reconciled them to 
God ; by means of which arrows fixed in them, 
and with which their hearts are pricked and wound- 
ed, they fubmit unto him, fignified by the next 
claufe: whereby the people fall under» thee, ac- 
knowledge themfelves finners ; fall down: at his 
feet; humbly implore his grace and mercy 5 fub- 
mit to his righteoufnefs ; depend on him alone for 
falvation; adore him, and give him the glory of 
it, as well as become fubject to his laws and ordi- 
nances, This is to be underftood of thofe who 
are God’s covenant-people, whom he has given to 
Chrift, and he has redeemed by his blood ; and 
particularly the Gentiles, who were not a people, 
but now openly are, in diftinction from the Jews, 
the enemies of the King-Meffiah, 52 
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y. 6. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, 
&c.] This verfe and the following are cited in 
Heb. i. 8, 9. and applied to the Son of God, the 
fecond perfon in the Trinity ; and therefore arenot 
an apoftrophe to the Father, as fome have faid ; 
nor will they bear to be rendered, ¢hy throne is the 
throne of God, or thy throne is God; or be fupplied 
thus, God fhall eftablifh thy throne. But they are 
fpoken of the Son of God, who is truly and pro- 
perly God, the true God and eternal Life; as ap- 
pears by the names by which he is called, as 7e- 
bovah, and the like ; by his having all divine per- 
fections in him; by the works which he has 
wrought, and by the worfhip which is given unto 
him; and to whom dominion is afcribed, of which 
the throne is an emblem, Gen. xli. 40. And this 
his government is either general, over angels, good 
and bad, and over men, even wicked men, and 
over the greateft among men, the kings of the 
earth ; or fpecial, over his own church and people, 
and which is exercifed by his Spirit and grace in 
them ; by his word and ordinances among them ; 
and which will be in a glorious manner in the lat- 
ter day ; and in heaven, though not in the fame 
manner as now, and that to all eternity: for to 
this government duration for ever and ever is at- 
tributed ; Chrift will have no fucceffor, he will die 
no more; nor.can his government be fubverted or 
taken out of his hands, or he be removed from his 
throne by any of his enemies, or by all of them; 
and though his kingdom will be delivered up to 
the Father, it will not ceafe, it is an everlafting one. 
The fceptre of thy kingdom is a right feeptre; mean- 
ing either the gofpel, which is the golden fceptre 
of mercy and grace, ftretched out and held forth 
for the encouragement of fenfible finners ; and is a 
fceptre of righteoufnefs, as it directs to the righ- 
teoufhefs of Chrift for juftification, and encou- 
rages works of righteou{nefs to be done by men: 
or rather the righteous adminiftration of Chrift’s 
government is meant, the {ceptre being an emblem 
of dominion and government, Gez. xlix. 10. Num. 
XXiv. 17. 

¥.7. Thou loveft righteoufne/s, &c.] Either righ- 
teous perfons, whom his countenance beholds,. on 
whom his eyes. are, and from whom they are 
never withdrawn, and with whom he is exceed- 
ingly delighted: or righteous things ; a righteous 
adminiftration of government ; faithfulnefs and in- 
tegrity in whatfoever he is intrufted with, or ap- 
pointed to by his Father; all righteous actions 
which the law requires, as appeared in the whole 
courfe of his life; and by working out a righte- 
oufnefs for his people, and by encouraging them 
in works of righteoufnefs; and as alfo will appear 
by judging the world in righteoufnefS at the laft 
day, and by giving the crown of righteoufnefs to 
his righteous ones. 4nd hate/t wickednefs; which 
was manifeft not only by his inveighing againft it 
and dehorting from it, and by his feverity exer- 
cifed towards delinquents ; but by fuffering for it, 
and abolifhing it, and by chaftizing his. own peo. 
ple on account of it. Lherefore God, thy God; or 
becaufe ® God, thy God; whois the God of Chrift, 
as Chrift is man; who prepared and formed. his 
human nature, fupported it in fuffering, and glo- 
rified it, and to whom Chrift prayed, and whom 
he believed in, loved and obeyed as fuch; Hath a- 
nointed thee with the oil of gladnefs above thy fel- 
lows; who though he is called God, ¥. 6, and. is 
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truly fo, yet was not anointed as fuch, but as man 


and Mediator, to the office of Prophet, Prieft and 
King ; and not with material oil, but with the holy 
Ghoft, his gifts and graces; fee 4é/s x. 38. called ' 
the oil of gladnefs, in allufion to the ufe of oil at 
feafts and weddings, for the delight and refrefh-— 
ment of guefts, and particularly ot the oil of lilies, 
oleum fufinum, {fo forne* tranflate it; well known 
to the Hebrews, who inhabited Syria and Palefline, 
where red lilies grew, of which this was made, and 
had in great efteem; and becaufe of its effects in 
the human nature of Chrift, filling it with alacrity 
and chearfulnefs to go through the work he came 
about. This unction refers to the time of his 
conception and birth, and alfo to the time-of his 
baptifm ; and the phrafe, above thy fellows, denotes 
the abundance of the Spirit’s grace, his having it 
without meafure, and in a tranfcendent manner to 
any of the fons of men, even his own people; for 
thefe, and not angels, nor the princes of the earth 
are meant, neither of which-are his fellows; but 
the faints, who are of the fame nature with him, 
of the fame family he is the head of, of the fame 
dignity through him, being made kings and priefts 
by him, partakers of the fame Spirit and grace ; 
and will be companions with him, and fit on the 
fame throne with him to all eternity. The Zgr- 
gum, in the king of Spain’s Bible, begins the verfe 
thus; “ But thou, O King-Meffiah, becaule thou 
“ Tovelt, toc... 

¥.8. All thy garments {mell of myrrh, and aloes, 
and caffia, &c.| Either his human mature, as_a- 
nointed with the oil of gladnefs, and filled with 
the graces of the Spirit, fignified by the holy a- 
nointing oil in the tabernacle, of which the things 
mentioned were ingredients, Exod. xxx. 23, 24- 
or the garments of falvation and robe of righte- 
oufnefs, wrought out by him for his people, which 
are well-pleafing and acceptable to his Father, and 
of a {weet-{melling favour, being agreeable to his 
law and juftice; and alfo to himfelf, as they are 
put upon his people; fee Cam. iv. 11. And like- 
wife to them who rejoice at being clothed with 
them, and defire to be found in them: or elfe 
his people themfelves, who are fometimes com- 
pared to a clothing and to garments, J/a. xlix. 18. 
whofe perfons are to God as the fmell of a field, 
whom the Lord has blefled ; and whofe facrifices 
of prayer and praife are fweet odours to him, 
through the mediation of his Son. Out of the 
ivory palaces; fee Cant. vil. 4, 1 Kings Xxil. 29. 
Amos iii, 15. meaning the places from whence sd 
garments. were taken, the wardrobe; or from 
whence Chrift came, and where he appears; as 
heaven, the palace of the great King, ages Se 
he came down, whither he is gone, and from 
whence he is expected again; and the human. na- 


ture of Chrift, in which he tabernacled on 


and was pure and clear from fin; and his churches, 
which are his temples and pee he gr: 

his prefence. Or it may be rendered, more. th 
the ivory palaces', and.fo be expreflive of thi 
cellency of Chrift’s garments above them} an 
note the purity of his human nature, the {po 
nefs of his righteoufnefs, and the comelinef 
people. Whereby they have made thee gla 
wherein or from whence*; in which palac 
churches, the faints make Chrift glad, by 
ing of his glory; by afcribing glory to him 
by the exercife of grace upon him, ' i 
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heart is ravifhed, Cant.iv. 9, 10, 11. Or for 
‘which! ; garments of falvation, and robe of righ- 
teéoufnefs ; they being clothed with them, and re- 
joicing in them, caufe joy and gladnefs in Chrift : 
or more than they, or theirs that make thee glad ™; 
meaning his fellows and their garments, his being 
more odorous than theirs. 
y¥. 9. Kings daughters were among thy honour- 
able women, &c.| Or maids -of honour"; who 
filled and adorned the King’s court, and made a 
{plendid appearance there, the fame with the vir- 
gins, the companions of the bride, in ¥. 14. and 
defign truly ‘gracious fouls, believers in Chrift, 
who ate his precious ones°, as the word may be 
rendered ; the excellent in the earth, in whom is 
all his delight ; the precious fons of Zion, compa- 
rable to fine gold ; his'portion, his jewels, his pe- 
culiar treafure, and the apple of his eye: and fince 
they have been precious to him, they have been 
honourable, as they ate, both by birth and mar- 
riage, being born of God, and efpoufed to Chrift 5 
by their character, kings and priefts,; and by their 
company being among princes, and efpecially by 
their having communion with Father, Son, and 
Spirit : and among thefe are kings daughters, yea, 
they are all of them the fons and daughters of the 
King of kings; not by their firft birth, by which 
they were mean, bafe, and difhonourable, wretch- 
ed and miferable, and children of wrath, as others; 
but by their fecond birth, or regeneration, through 
being born from above, and of God, to an incor- 
ruptible inheritance; and fo are clothed and fed 
like the daughters of kings, and have the attend- 
ance of fuch, angels to wait upon them and guard 
them ; and through adopting grace, which regene- 
tation is the evidence of, by virtue of which fome 
of the children of men become the fons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord God Almighty; and through their 
marriage to the King’s Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift : 
the words may be rendered, Kings daughters were 
in thy precious things’; that is, were arrayed with 
them ; meaning either the graces of the Spirit, com- 
parable to gems, pearls, jewels, and precious 
ftones; fee Cant. i. 10. or elfe the rich robe of 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and garments of falvation, 
with which believers being clothed, are as a bride- 
@room decked with ornaments, and as a bride a- 
dorned with jewels, J/a. Ixi. ro, and this agrees 
with what follows. Upon thy right-hand did ftand 
‘the queen in gold of Opbir ; by whom is meant the 
church, whofe title is a queen, being thé bride, the 
Lamb’s wife : wherefore, becaufe he is King, fhe 
is queen; for this title fhe has, not of herfelf; itis 
founded not in her own right, but upon her rela- 
tion to Chrift, being married to him; and fo isex- 
preflive of relation tohim, union with him, and of 
privilege and dignity through him; fhe fharing 
with him in all he has, even in his kingdom and 
government, reigning with him, and on the fame 
throne: her being on bis right-band, fhews the’ ho- 
nour fhe is advanced unto; yet /fanding may de- 
note fubjeétion to him as her Lord and head’; and 
being fo clofe by him, may fuiggeft her fidelity and 
inviolable attachment to him, and ftri€t adherence 
to his perfon, caufe and intereft; as well as her 
protection from him, being held and upheld by his 
right-hand; and her reception of favours from 
thence, and her enjoyment of his prefeénce, at 
whofe right-hand are pleafures for evermore. Her 
drefs is gold of Ophir, a place famous for gold, 
_ 1 Propter quod, Muis. 
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1 Kings ix. 28. fee the note there ; with which the 
cloaths of great perfonages ufed to be embroider- 
ed; fo Efther is faid* to put on her royal apparel, 
adorned with the good gold of Ophir: here it 
means, that the queen’s, or church’s clothing, was 
of wrought gold, as in ¥. 13. and intends the 
righteouinefs of Chrift, with which fhe is arrayed, 
comparable to it for its richnefs, purity, luftre, glo- 
ry, and duration. 

‘y. 10. Hearken, O daughter, and confider, and 
incline thine ear, 8c.) Thefe words are either fpo- 
ken by the prophet, the author of the pfalm ; or by 
the King, the bridegroom himfelf; or, as others 
think, by Jehovah the Father, whofe daughter the 
church is; unlefs it fhould be rather thought to be 
.an addrefs of the honourable women, the King’s 
daughters, the virgins and companions of the bride, 
delivered by them to her under the charaéter of the 
daughter of Zion, the King’s daughter, as fhe is 
called, ¥. 13. to hearken, incline her ear, and liften 
to her Lord and King, to his gofpel, and the doc- 
trines of it, which are his voice and words, and to 
all his precepts and commands; and to confider; fee, 
and behold the goodnefs of God unto her, the great- 
nefs, excellencies and glories of her hufband; to look 
to him by faith, as he is held forth inthe word and or- 
dinances, and to him only, and that conftantly, which 
is well-pleafing to him. Forget aljo thine own peo- 
ple, and thy father’s houfe , Chrift is to be preferred 
before natural relations; converted perfons are not 
to have fellowfhip with carnal men, thoughrever fo 
nearly related ; former fuperftitions, whether Jew- 
ith or heathenifh, are to be buried in forgetfulnefs 
finful felf, and righteous felf, are to be denied for 
Chrift’s fake ; and the world, and all things in it, 
are to be treated with neglect and contempt by fuch 
whocleavetohim. The Zargym interprets. this of 
the congregation of J/rae] hearing the Law, behold- 
ing the wonderful works of God, and forgetting the 
idolatrous practices of their anceftors. 

y. 11. So foall the King greatly defire thy beauty, 
&c.} Which lies in the comelinefs or righteous= 
nefs of Chrift put upon her; in the holinefs of 
Chrift reckoned to her ; in being wafhed from alt 
fin in the blood of Chrift ; in the graces of the Spi- 
rit, being implanted in her, in which the beauty of 


holinefs lies; in the falvation the is interefted in; 
| and beautified with; in enjoying the:order and! or- 
| dinances of Chrift’s houfe, and in having the pre- 
fence of God and Chrift with her: and this beauty 
is not natural, nor acquired by her, but what is 
‘given her 3 it is not an outward, but an inward 


beauty 3 nor is it fictitious, but real; it is perfec 
through the comelinefs of her Lord upon her ; and 
itis durable as the olive tree: and this is greatly 
defired by Chrift, who delightsin her, and'to bee 
hold her countenance ; feeks after her company, and! 
will have her where he is, that fhe may behold his’ 
glory; and he may behold: her:beauty. For be is 
thy Lord; not only by creation, but by redemp- 
tion, and in right of marriage, as well as on ac- 
count of other relations he ftands in to her, as Fa- 
ther, Head; King, and Matter ; and it is her pri- 
vilege that he is her Lord, as well'as her duty toown 
the relation; ‘fince, though he is afovereign Lord, he’ 
is ‘no tyrannical one, but governs with gentlenefs, 
and he has all power to protect her, and all fulnefs to 
fupply her wants ; and on account of his being her 
Hufband,' Lord, and Head, he has a right of wor- 
fhip from her, as follows. Aud worbip thou bim; 
. both’ 


m Pre iis, Junius & Tremellius ; magis quam eorum, Pifcator; fo Ainfworth 
© Heb. pretiofas, Pifcator ; fo Ainfworth. 
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? In pretiofita- 


668 
both intérnally, by the exercife of faithy hope and 
love upon him; and externally, by praying to him, 
praifing of him, and attending on all his ordinan- 
ces, and doing every thing in a religious way, in 
his name, according to his word, and by his autho- 
rity; and fuch worthip fhould be in fpirit and in 
truth, in fincerity, and without hypocrify, in righ- 
teoufnefs and true holinefs, and with reverence and 
godly fear, 


y'.12. And the daughter of Tyre fhall be there with a 


gift, &c.] Thatis,among the honourable women in 
the king’s court and palace: it is a prophecy of the 
converfion of the Tyrians, and their admiffion into a 
gofpel church-ftate,which hadits accomplifhment in 
the times of Chrift and his apoftles, Mark vii. 24. 
and ili. 8. Ads xxi. 3, 4. compare with this P/al, 
Ixxxvii. 4. and though Tyre is only mentioned, it 
being, as Kimchi on this place obferves, near to the 
land of Fudea ; yet all other Gentiles are meant, to 
whom the gofpel fhould come to the converfion of 
them, and thereby become members of churches ; 
where they are, with a gift, of themfelves to the 
churches; fee 2 Cor. viii. 5. joining themfelves to 
them, to walk with them, and ferve the Lord with 
one confent; and with the gift or offering of praife 
and thankfgiving, for the grace and bleflings of it 
beftowed upon them; and with a free donation out 
of their fubftance, tofupport a gofpel-church-ftate, 
its minifters, and the intereft of religion; fee Z/a. 
xxiii,.48. the allufion may be to Exod. xxiii. 15. 
Even the rich among the people foall intreat thy fa- 
vour ; either fuch as are rich, ina literal fenfe, both 
among the inhabitants of Zyre, who were a very 
wealthy people, J/a. xxiii. 8. and among other 
Gentiles, efpecially in the latter day, when kings 
fhall be the church’s nurfing fathers, and bow down 
to her, J/a, xlix. 23. or fuch who are fo in a fpi- 
ritual fenfe, enriched by Chrift with all fpiritual 
bleffings, and who are particularly rich in faith, 
and heirs of a kingdom; thefe fhall intreat the fa- 
vour of the queen the church; not pray unto her, 
or worfhip her in a religious way; for God is only 
the object of fuch worfhip; but do thofe things by 
which they would fhew, that they valued her friend- 
fhip, and would gain her good will; as alfo ac- 
knowledge any former injury done her by them, 
and intreat her forgivenefs ; and particularly defire 
to have communion with “her, and fhare in her 
prayers. 

¥. 13. The king’s daughter is all-glorious within, 
&c.] The King’s daughter is the fame with the 
queen, y. 9. the church, who is the King’s daugh- 
ter, the daughter of the King of kings, through 
adopting grace, by marriage to Chrift the King’s 
fon, and by regeneration, or being born of God : 
and fhe is a/l-glorious within; within doors, in the 
inner chamber of the King, where being brought, 
fhe enjoys fuch: communion with him»as reflects a 
glory upon her; in. his banqueting-houfe, where 
his banner ‘over her:is love, and where her mem- 
bers enjoy fellowfhip with one another, and this, 
in harmony, unity and love ; which make herlook 
amiable, pleafant, beautiful and glorious: or with: 
ia the hearts of her members, through the internal 
graces of the Spirit wrought there: the work of 
grace is an inward work; ‘ithas its feat in the heart 
or fpirit of man, and is a glorious one, in its au- 
thor, original, and ufefulnefs ; it is the workman- 
fhip of the Spirit, and a curious piece it is; ‘it is: 
the image of Chrift upon the foul, a partaking of} 
the divine nature; it is pure and fpotlefs ; it is clear 
of all fin, there is no fin init, nor any comes from it ; 


F FPNDD honorata, Junius & Tremellius ; glorificata, Guifetius, p..362. , 


it is the faints meetnefs for glory; it is the pledge, 
earneft and beginning of it; it is all-glorious, and | 


Pixlv.¥.1 ath. 


fo are the perfons that are the fubjects of it, as born 


of God: there is nothing glorious in the old man, 


or corrupt nature ; but in the new man, or work 
of grace upon the foul, every thing is glorious, 
and it will iffue in eternal glory and happinefs: or 


all-glorified within’; like any houfe or building, to 


which the church is fometimes compared, particu- 
larly the tabernacle or temple, which were glorious 
withinfide, being greatly adorned, and haying ~ 
many glorious things therein; as the church is with 
the graces of the Spirit, and with the word and or- 
dinances, and the prefence of God in them. Her 
cloathing is of wrought gold; this is different from 
internal grace, which is fometimes fpoken of as a 
cloathing, 1 Pet. v. 5. Col. ili.. 12. fince that is 


defigned in the preceding claufe; and yet this does 


not intend the outward converfation-garments of 
the faints, which, though ornamental, are not fo 
elorious as to be faid to be of wrought gold; and 
yet not the robes of immortality and glory are 
meant; but the robe of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, 
which he has wrought out for his church, the Fa- 
ther imputes unto her, and beftows upon her, and 
faith receives at his hand, and puts it on as a 
cloathing, to appear in before God; and this may 
be faid to be of wrought gold; becaufe rich and va- 
luable, {plendid and glorious, fubftantial and du- 
rable. 

y. 14. She fhall be brought unto the King in rat- 
ment of needle-work, &c.| Not in her fins, and 
under the fenfe and guilt of them; as fouls are 
brought to Chrift, at firft converfion, under the ~ 
drawings of the Father’s grace; nor in the rags of 
her own righteoufnefs ; but in the robe of righte- 
oufnefs, and garments of falvation, the change of 
raiment Chrift has put upon her, having before 
this caufed her iniquities to pafs from her; or in 
the fhining robes of immortality and glory: for 
this introduction of the church to Chrift, her King, 
head, and hufband, will be upon the firft refur- 
rection; when fhe being as a bride adorned and pre- 
pared for her hufband, will be brought unto him, 
and prefented to him by himfelf, a glorious church, 
without fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing : and 
fhe will be introduced, either by the angels, who 
will be employed in gathering the eleét from the 
four winds; or by the minifters of the gofpel, who, 
at the general harveft, in the end of the world, will 
bring their fheaves with them; thofe fouls they, 
have been the inftruments of converting, comfort~ 
ing; and ripening for glory; who will be theirjoy, 
and crown of rejoicing then ;_ thefe will be brought 
in feveral companies, which joining together, will 
make up the general aflembly and church of the 
firft-born, that will then be, prefented to Chrift: or 
by Jehovah the Father, who, as he brought Eve 
to Adam, when he had formed her of his rib, and. 
had prepared heras a help meet for him ;, fo when 
all the elect of God are formed by divine grace, and. 
are prepared as a bride for the bridegroom, he will 


‘then bringthem unto him,. and they fhall | with 


him. where: he is, and behold his glory ; which is 
what he prays his Father for, fobu.xvii.24. The 
virgins ber companions that follow ber fhaltbe bi 
unto thee; fuch who are. betrothed 
virgins to Chrift, who itrictly anc 
here unto-him, love him in the finglenets of t 
hearts ;.are incorrupt in faith and worhhip, and o1 
pure and upright converlations ; fee Rev. xiv. 4. 
thefe are the companions of the church, who are 
* BET RMEES | 


’ 


Pfixlv.¥.15——17. 


partakersof the fame grace, enjoy the fame privileges, 
and fhare in the common falvation; and, as they 


are partners together in fufferings, they will be in 
glory: thefe follow the footfteps of the flock, walk | 


after the church in the path of doétrine and duty ; 


word and ordinances, and in the exercife of faith 
‘and patience; thefe, even every one, fhall be 
brought unto the King, not one fhall be loft, or 
left behind ; whither they fhall be brought, and 
the manner in which, are expreffed in the following 
verfe. . 

¥. 15. With gladnefs and rejoicing fhall they b 
brought, &c.] With joy unfpeakable, and full of 
glory in themfelves, becaufe of what they fhall be 
delivered from ; from all outwardtroubles and af- 
flictions ; from all inward diftrefles, darknefs, doubts 
and fears; from fin, Satan, and all fpiritual ene- 
mies; and becaufe of what they fhall enjoy, com- 
munion with God, angels and faints, the vifion of 
God in Chrift, conformity to him, perfect know- 
ledge, complete holinefs and happinefs, and a glo- 
ry both upon their fouls and bodies: they fhall al- 
fo be brought with the joy of Chrift’s faithful mi- 
nifters, who will rejoice in that day that they have 
not run, nor laboured in vain; and with the joy 
of all the holy angels ; and with the joy of Chrift 
the King himfelf, who always rejoiced in them and 
over them ; yea, with the rejoicing of Father, Son, 
and Spirit; the Father will rejoice to fee thofe 
brought in, whom he has loved with an everlafting 
love, has chofen in Chrift, given tohim, and whom 
he fent his Son to redeem: the Son of God will 
rejoice to fee thofe prefented to him, whom he'has 
loved and betrothed to himfelf ; who are the pur- 
chafe of his blood, and the travail of his foul; who 
are his jewels, treafure, and portion: andthe Ho- 
ly Spiric will rejoice to fee thofe brought to glory, 
whom he has been the convincer, comforter, and 
fealer of; whom he has been at work upon, and 
has wrought them up for this felf-fame thing : 
They fhall enter into the King’s palace; into heaven, 
the palace of the King Meffiah, the King of kings, 
and King of faints; where are manfions preparing 
for them, fuitable to their high birth and charac- 
ter, as the daughters of a king ; and where they 
fhall enter, not merely to fee it and go out again, 
but to dwell in it with their Lord, Head, and Huf- 
band for evermore ; and that as in their own pa- 
lace, upon the foot of their relation to Chrift, 
intereft in him, right and meetnefs by him. 

y. 16. Instead of thy fathers fhall be thy chil- 
dren, 8cc.] This is an addrefs, not to the church, 
the queen, the King’s daughter, fpoken to and of 
in the preceding verfes, but to the King Meffiah 
himfelf, who was of the Jewifh fathers, according 
to the flefh, Rom.ix. 4, 5. and though he was re- 
jected by that people, yet he had children; not on- 
ly the apoftles, who are fometimes fo called, whom 


PSALMS 


669 


he fet on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of J/rael, in a doctrinal way, and fent into all the - 
world to preach his gofpel ; and which being at- 
tended with his mighty.power, made them trium- 


. | phant conquerors every where ; but alfo a nume- 
are followers of her, as fhe is of the Lord, in the 


rous progeny among the Gentiles: all the elect of 


| God are his children, and he ftands in the relation 


of the everlafting Father to them, they being given 
unto him as fuch; and he being concerned in their 
adoption, by which they become children, and in 
their regeneration, by which they appear to be fuch, 
Here the children of God, fcattered abroad in the 
Gentile world, as diftinét from the Jews, feem to 
be meant. Whom thou mayeft make princes in all the 
earth; thefe children are princes, being the fons of 
a King; they look like princes, and have the fpirit 
of fuch; they are treated as princes, fed, clothed, 
and attended on as fuch ; and are, as princes, heirs 
of a kingdom : but then, they are not fa original- 
ly, they are made princes; not by themfelves, but 
by Chrift, and who even makes them kings and 
priefts unto God and his Father, and that Jn alf 
the earth’; not with refpect to earthly things: they 
are not made.the princes of this world ; but while 
they are on earth, they are tranflated into the king- 
dom of Chrift, and have a kingdom which never 
can be moved; and befides, they fhall reign with 
Chrift on earth a thoufand years: moreover, this 
may have refpect to the feveral parts of the world 
where they fhall be, even in all parts of the world, 
efpecially in the latter day; fee J/a. xliii. 5, 6, 

¥. 17. Iwill make thy name to be remembered in 
all generations, &c.] Thefe are the words of the 
pfalmift, fpoken to the King Meffiah, declaring 
what he would do with refpec&t to him; caufe 
his name, that is, not any particular name or title 
of his, but rather his gofpel, the good matter he 
had endited concerning him ; or he himfelf to be 
remembered, defired, loved, thought of, called 
upon, and praifed in all fucceeding generations 5 
and which he did by penning of this pfalm, which 
has been the occafion of the remembrance of Chrift’s 
name in all ages, to the prefent time ; and of its 
being remembered by us now, and the fame ufe it 
will have in time to come; fee 2 Pet. i, 13, 15. 
Therefore /ball the people praife thee for ever and e- 
ver; becaufe of the excellencies of his perfon; and 
particularly becaufe of his greatnefs and glory asa 
King ; as well as for all mercies temporal and fpi- 
ritual they have from him; and this is but juft, 
meet, and lovely, and is, and will be their em-- 
ployment, as Jong as they live in this world, and 
to all eternity. This muft be underftood, not of all 
people, but of Gad’s chofen and covenant-people ; 
thofe that are given to Chrift to be his people, and 
whom he has redeemed and purified to himfelf, a 
peculiar people ; and particularly his people amon 
the Gentiles: and fo the Targum interprets it 
fuch that are profelytes, © ot 
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To the chief mufician, for the fons of Korah, a fong upon Alamoth, 


HE word Alamoth is thought by fome, as Aben 
. Ezra, to be the beginning of a fong, to which 
this pfalm was fet; and by others, a high tune, fuch 
as virgins exprefs ; and by others, the name of mufical 
inftruments, as archi and Kimchi; which feems moft 


” Vou, III. Ne 21. 


likely, fince it is mentioned with other inftruments of 
mufic in 1 Chron. xv. 19—21. and may not unfitly 
be rendered virginals, from the found of them being 
like the fhrill voice of virgins, which this word fig- 
nifiess though others chufe to render it. of bidden 


things, 
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things *, makin 
the pfalm, the? 
both in a way of love and grace to his people, an 
of judgment to his enemies. Some think this pfalm 
was occafioned by the victories which David ob- 
tained over the Ammonites and Moabites, and other 
neighbouring countries; and others are of opi- 
nion, that it was penned on account of the fiege of 
Ferufalem by Sennacherib being raifed, in the times 
of Hezekiah: but it feems rather to be a prophecy 
of the church in gofpel-times, and is applicable to 
any time of confufion and diftrefs + nations of 
the world may be in through any kind of calami- 
ty, when thofe that truft in the Lord have no rea- 
fon in the leaft to be afraid. Kimchi fays, this 
pfalm belongs to future times; either to the ga- 
thering of the captives, or to the war of Gog and 
Magog; to which alfo R. Obadiah refers it, and 
Farchi interprets it of time to come: according to 
the Targum, it was written by the fons of Korab, 
when their father was hid from them, and they 
were delivered. 


¥. 1. God is our refuge and ftrength, &c.} That 
is, Chrift, who is God as well as man, is the re- 
fuge for fouls to fly unto for fafety ; as for fenfible 
finners, in a view of ‘danger, wrath, and mifery, 
fo for faints, in every time of diftrefs ; typified by 
the cities of refuge under the legal difpenfation; fee 
the note on Pja/. ix. 9. and he it is from whom 
they have all their fpiritual ftrength, and every re- 
newal and fupply of it, to exercife grace, perform 
-duties, with{tand enemies, bear the crofs patiently, 
fhew a fortitude of mind under the foreft diftrefles, 
and hold on and out unto the end : in fhort, he is 
the ftrength of their hearts, under'the greateft trials, 
of their lives, amidft the greateft dangers; and of 
their falvation, notwithftanding all their enemies. 
A very prefent help in trouble, whether inward or 
outward, of foul or body ; the Lord helps his people 
under it to bear it, and he helps them out of it in 
the moft proper and feafonable time: they are poor 
helplefs creatures in themfelves; nor can any other 
help them but the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth; and he helps prefently, fpeedily, and effec- 
tually : in the Hebrew text it is, be is found an ex- 
ceeding belp in trouble‘ ; in all kind of trouble that 
the faints come into, the Lord has been found, by 
experience, to be an exceeding great helper of them; 
moreover, he is eafily, and always to be come at, 
and found by them for their help, 

¥. 2. Therefore will not we fear, &c.] The 
confideration of the Lord’s being the refuge, 
ftrength, and help of his people, in all times of 
trouble and diftrefs, has a great influence on their 
faith and confidence, and makes them intrepid and 
fearlefs in the midit of the greateft dangers: nor 
indeed have they any reafon to be afraid of men or 
devils, fince the Lord is on their fide; nor fhould 
they indulge a flavifh fear on any account what- 
ever. Though the earth be removed, or changed", 


as to its pofition or fruitfulnefs; or whatever-chan- 
ges, viciffitudes, and revolutions may ‘be in the 


~ kingdoms, nations, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth, through wars and: deéfolations. made 
thereby. And though the mountains be carried into 
the midft of the fea ; fo the deftruction of kingdoms, 
empires, and cities, is exprefied by a like phrafe ; 
as of Babylon, Jer. li. 25. and of 9 mie and 
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pagan empire, Rev. vie 12—1 4. and of the city of 


it to defign the fabject-matter of 
Rome, Rev. viii. 8. 


ecret counfels and purpofes of God, 
troubled, &c.] 


hearts to fail them for fear, Luke xxi. 25, 26. 
Though the mountains hake with the fwelling there- 


}or to. the waters of Shiloab, which 
‘courfes and branches, ran through the city,of Fe- 


‘from erufalem, and which publith glad tidings 


Fs 
Pt xvi ey, 


al ) noatitdap 
y. 3. Though the waters thereof roar and be 
The noife of which caufes mens 


of. Selab. All thefe figurative exprefiions te 
the hurlyburlies, confufions and diforders that have 


been, or will be in the world; amidft all which the 


people of God have no reafon to fear for itis al- 


ways well with the righteous, let it go how it will 


with others; The paflage may-be applied. to the 
deftruction of Ferufalem, and the wars preceding it, 
and the difperfion of the Jews uponit; when true 
believers in Chrift, found him to be their refuge, 
ftrength and help in that time of trouble, fuch as 
never was the like, and were fafe and without fear ; 
and Aben Ezra, a Jewifh commentator, thinks it 
is right to interpret this pfalm concerning the wars 
of Ferufalem ; moreover, thefe words may be ap- 
plied to any other time of calamity, through war 
or perfecution, that has been fince ; as alfoto any that 
is to come; as.to the flaying of the witneffes, the 
hour of temptation that will try all that are upon the 
earth; and even to the day of judgment, when 
heaven and earth fhall flee away from the face of 
the Judge; when the heavens fhall be folded up 
as a garment, and the earth, and all that is there- 
in fhall be burnt up, and the whole world of the 
ungodly fhall be thrown into the utmoft panic, the 
faints will be fafe with Chrift, and ever happy with 
him; and, in the worft of times in this world, 
God is always their covenant-God, their fhield, 
portion, and exceeding great reward; Chrift is 
their Redeemer and Saviour, their city of refuge, 
and {trong hold; and though they may be plun- 
dered of their goods and .property,. they have a 
better and a more enduring fubftance in heaven; an 
eftate, an inheritance there, that can never be ta- 
ken away ; and even, fhould their enemies kill the 
body, that is the utmoft they can do; their fouls 
are fafe in the hands of Chrift; their life is hid with 
him, and when he fhall appear, they fhall appear 
with him in glory; and therefore they may well 


fay, we will not fear”. aaa Su gs ~’ 
¥. 4. There is a river, &c.] Theallufion is ei- 


‘, 


ther to the river Kidron, which ran by, Ferufalem 


oy different 
rifalem, and fupplied the feveral parts of it with 
water, to the joy and.comfort of its inhabitants : 
but the words are to be underftood in a figurative 
fenfe, as applicable to gofpel-times 5. and this river 
either defigns the. gofpel, the ftreams of which are 
its doétrines, which are living waters that went out 


great joy to all fenfible finners ; or the Spi 
his graces, which are. compared to a well, and ri- 
vers of living water, in the exercife’ of which the 
faints have much joy and peace; or elfe the Lord 
himfelf, who is a place of broad rivers and ftreams 
to his people, and is both their refrefhment and 
protection ; or rather his everlafting love to them 
is here intended ; fee Pfa/. xxxvi. 8. Ezek. xlvii. 5. 


Rev. xxii... 'The head: of: thisoriver is the heart 
of God, his fovereign good-will and pleafure; the 
channel through which it runs is Ch rift Jefus ; the 
rife’ of it was in’ eternity, when, ‘like @ 


runs under ground, it’ flowed fecretly 
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’ Si fraétus illabatur orbis, &c, Horat. Carmin. 1.3. ode 3. y.7, 
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before effectual vocation; when it breaks up and 
appears in large ftreams and flows, and fo it pro- 
ceeds running on to all eternity. It is a river that 
is unfathomable, and cannot be pafftd over; it 
_ has heights and depths, and lengths and breadths, 
which cannot be fully comprehended: as for the 
quality of it, it is a pure river, clear as cryftal 


free of all diffimulation in the heart of God, and 
clear of all motives and conditions in the creature. 


Its water is living water; which quickens dead 
finners, revives drooping faints, fecures from the 
fecond death, and gives eternal life; it makes all 
fruitful about it, or that are planted by it. Tbe 
Streams whereof fall make glad the city of Gods 
the fireams of this river are eternal election; the 
covenant of grace, its bleffings and promifes ; the 
provifion and miflion of Chriftas a Saviour, and 
redemption by him ; juftification, pardon, adop- 
tion, regeneration, perfeverance in grace, and e- 
ternal lite; called /freams, becaufe they flow from 
the fountain of divine love ; and becaufe of the 
rapidity, force and power of the’ grace of God, in 
the application of them in converfion, which car- 
ries all before it; and becaufe of the abundance, 
continuance and freenefs of them, and the grate- 
fulnefs and acceptablenefs of them to thofe who 
fee the worth of them, and their intereft in them ; 
fee Cant. iv. 15. and thefe, when made known and 
applied, make glad the hearts of God’s people 
under a fenfe of fin and guilt, under divine defer- 
tions, the temptations of Satan, and the various 
afflictions they meet with; for thefe are intended 
by the city of God, as the church is often called, 
becaufe of his building, and where he dwells, and 
where the faints are-fellow-citizens, And the fame 
are fignified by the boly place ; being an holy tem- 
ple to God,. confifting of holy perions, fuch who 
are fanétified by the Spirit of God, and live holy 
lives. and converfations ; and by the tabernacles of 
the mo High; being the dwelling-places of God, 
Father, Son, and Spirit. All which is a rea: 
fon why the faints fhould not fear in the worft of 
times. Rei et a 
. 3.5. God is in the midft of ber, &c.] The 
churchand people of God ; not merely by his ef- 
fence,. power and providence, as he'is in the midft 
of the world ; but by his gracious prefence, and 
which. always continues, though not always per- 


ceived ; and is a fufficient antidote againft all fear 


of men and devils. She fall not be moved, tho’ 
the earth may, -and when it is, ¥. 2. neither from 


the heart of God, on which, his people are fet as a. 


feal ; nor from the hands of Chrift, from whence 


they can never be plucked ; nor from the covenant 


of grace,» which is, immoveable ;.nor off of the 
rock Chrift, on which they are built; nor from the 


ftate of grace, of juftification, adoption and fanc- 


tification, in which they ftand; nor out of the 
world, by all the cunning and power of Antichrift. 
God feall belp ber, and that right early; or when 
the morning looks out *. When it is night with the 
‘church, it is the hour and power of darknefs with’ 
the enemies of it; and this is the time of the reign 
of Antichrift, whofe kingdom is a kingdom of 
darknefs: but the morning cometh, and alfo the 
night ; the former being about to break forth, and 
the latter to be at anend; yeas at even-tide it fhall 
be light: and the Lord will be a fuitable, feafon- 
_able; and. timely help»to.his, people ; , for though 


weeping endures the night, joy comes in the morn- ill 
ae ae / A. bette tear Gostkton to him? and befides,’ ate a.con- 
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¥.6. The beathen raged, &c.] As they did at 
Chrift’s firft coming, againft him, his gofpel, and 
his people ; and which continued during the three 
firft centuries ; and then the pagan kingdoms be- 
longing to the Roman empire were removed; fince 
then another fort of heathens, the Papifts, have 
raged, in violent perfecutions and bloodfhed of the 
faints and martyrs of Jefus, and will rage again, 
about and at the downfal of Babylon , fee Rev. xi. 
18. and xvi. 10. The kingdoms were moved ; ei- 
ther from their pagan-or papal religion, and be- 
came fubject to Chrift. So it was at the downfal 
of Rome, pagan; and fo it will be at the downfal 
of Rome, papal when the kings of the earth fhall 
hate the whore, make her defolate, and burn her 
flefh with fire. Or they fhall be deftroyed ; that 
is, thofe that fhall be gathered together in Arma- 
geddon, to make war with the Lamb; {ee Rev. xvi. 
14, 16. and xvii. 14. and xix. 15, 20,21. He ut- 
tered bis voice, the earth melted; like wax, as the 
inhabitants of the earth do’at the voice of his thun- 
der, and as Antichrift will at the breath of his 
mouth; and all within the Romi/b jurifdiction, fig- 
nified by the earth, as it often is in the book of the 
Revelation, when the voice of the mighty angel 
fhall be heard, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, Rev. xviii. 
1, 2595 105 115.15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 

¥.7- The Lord of bofts is with us, &c.] The 
Targum is, The Word of the Lord of hofts. He 
whofe name is Jmmanuel, which is, by interpreta- 
tion, God with us; who is King of kings, and Lord 
of lords; who has all creatures in heaven and earth 
at his command, whom all the hofts of angels obey; 
he is on the fide of his people, and therefore they 
have nothing to fear from all the hofts and armies 
of men; feeing more are they that are for them, 
than they that are againft them. The God of Facob 
is our refuge. Selah; as in the former claufe, the 
argument againft fear of men, is taken ‘from the 
power of God, and the extent of his dominion ; 
here it is taken from the grace of God, and his 
people’s covenant-intereft in -him : for by Facob is 
meant the church of God, and all true believers, 
who are J/raelites indeed 5 the Lord is the refuge 
and fhelter of fuch in all times of diftrefs and trou- 
‘ble, and therefore they need not fear; {ee the note 
On Yarrs7s + 
* '¥. 8. Come, bebold the works of the L. 


: 


ord, 8&c.] 


‘Of nature and grace, efpecially thofe of provi- 


dence; both in a way’ of judgment, as in this 


verfe'; and of mercy, as in the following.” Thefe 
‘words are an addrefs of the pfalmift to his friends, 
‘as Apollinarius fupplies it’; ‘or of the church to the 
fearful among them, who were difmayed at the 


commotions and difturbances that were in the 


world, ¥.2, 3. and who are encouraged ‘to truit 
in the Lord, ‘from the confideration of his works, 
‘particularly his providential difpenfations. bat 


defolations he bath made in the earths in the land of 


‘Fudea, at the time of the deftruction of the city 
‘and temple of Feru/alem, foretold by Mofes, Deut. 


RXXii, 22-25. by Daniel, chap..ix. 26,27. and 
by our Lord Jefus Chrift, Matt. xxiii. 38. and 
xxiv, 2. Luke xix. 43, 44. and which defolations 


being, the fulfilling of prophecy, may ferve to 


ftrengthen the faith of God’s people, that whatfo- 
ever he has faid hall come to pafs ; and that fee- 
ing he made fuch defolations among the Jews, for 
their rejection of the Meffiah, what may not be ex- 
ed be made in the antichriftian ftates, or 


firmation 


* “P3 mye? apices mane, Pagninus; ad profpe€um aoe Mufculas; at the looking Forth of the morning, Ainf- 


worth ; i.e. {peedily and quickly, as Suidas interprets it in voce pws. 
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firmation ‘of the truth of his-being come, fince af- 
ter his coming thefe defolations, according to Da- 
niel, were to be made; nor was the fceptre to de- 
part from Fudab till he came, nor the fecond tem- 
ple to be deftroyed before he was in it. Moreover, 
thefe defolations may refer to thofe that have been 
made in the Roman. empire, upon the blowing of 
the trumpets; the firft four of which brought in 
the Goths, Hunus and Vandals, into the weftern 
part of it, which made fad ravages and devafta- 
tions in it; fee Rev. vili.7—-12. and the fiftb.and 
Jixth brought in the Saracens and Turks into the 
eaftern part of it, which feized and demolithed it, 
and made dreadful havock among men; fee Rev. 
ix. 1—19. Likewife the defolations that.will be 
made in the antichriftian ftates, may be here in- 
tended ; when the feven vials of God’s wrath will 


her defolate, Kev. xvii. 16..and all her plagues 
fhall, come upon her.in.one day, Rev. xviil. 8, 9. 
And a view of thefe defolations, even in prophecy, 
may ferve to.chear the hearts of God’s people un- 
der the prefent reign of -Antichrift, and under all 
the rage, fury, and. oppreffion of antichriftian 
powers, fince they will, all in a little time become 
defolate. This will be the Lord’s doing, and it 
will be wondrous in our eyes. 

¥. 9. He maketh wars to cease unto the ends of 
the earth, &c.] As at the birth of Chrift, the 
Prince of Peace, in the times of Auguftus Cefar, 
when there was a general peace in the world, tho’ 
it did not Jaft long; and in the times of Conftan- 
tine, fignified by filence in heaven for half an hour, 
Rev. vill. 1, when for a, while there was a ceflation 
from wars and perfecution ; and as will be in the 
latter day, and which, is here. chiefly defigned ; 
when nations fhall learn war no more, and Chrift’s 
kingdom will take place ; of which and its peace 
there fhall be no end, J/a. ii. 4. and ix, 6,7. Pfal. 
Axxii.. 7. The confideration of which may ferve to 
relieve diftreffed. minds under terrible apprehenfions 
of prefent troubles. and, publick calamities. He 
breaketh the bow, \and.cutteth the {pear in funder ; 
he, burneth the chariot in the fire; that is, chariots, 
.Or carts ¥, or waggons, in. which, as Aben Ezra ob- 
ferves, arms and provifion were carried for the ufe 
of foldiers ;. the Targum renders it round, fields * : 
and the deftroying of all thefe, military weapons 
and catriages, is a token of peace and, of .war’s 
.being caufed to ceafe, there being no more. ufe for 
them; with,this compare Zzek. xxxix. 8, 9... It 
was ufual to burn, the .arms of. enemies taken in 
War *, Ad ; 
y.10, Be Sill, and. know that I am God, &c.] 
Thefe words are thought by fome to be fpoken by 
_the Lord to the nations of the-world, to cea/e from 
war, as the Zargum renders the words ; or from 
going up any more againft Ferufalem, as Farchi in- 
terprets them; and thatthey were fpoken to them 
before the breaking, of their bows, &c. as Aben 
Ezra obferves ; or that they are an exhortation to 
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them to ceafe from. their evil works, and know 


that the Lord is God, and has power to raife up 
and to make low ; which is Kimchi’s fenfe of the 


words : but they are rather a continuation of the — 


church’s addrefs to the fearful among them, as be- 
fore to behold the works of the Lord, fo here to 
hearken to what he fays, as follows, Be fill; not 
that they fhould be like ftocks and ftones, ftupid, 
indolent, and unconcerned at the commotions that 
were in the earth, and be unaffected with the judg- 
ments of God, and be wholly filent and inactive ; 
but that they fhould not be fearful, nor fretful and 
impatient, or reftlefs and tumultuous; but be quier 
and eafy, refigned to the will of God, and live in 
an affured expectation of the appearance of divine 
providence in their favour. And know; own and 
acknowledge that he is God, a fovereign Being 
that does whatfoever he pleafes; that he is un- 
changeable in his nature, purpofes, promifes and 
covenant; that he is omnipotent, able to help 
them and deliver them at the laft extremity ; that 
he is omnifcient, knows their perfons, cafes and 
troubles, and how and where to hide them till the 
ftorm is over; that he is the all-wife God, and 
does all things after the counfel of his own will, 
and makes all things work together for good to 
them ; and that he is faithful to his word and pro- 
mife, and will not fuffer them to ‘be overprefied 
and bore down with troubles. Who further fays 
for their encouragement, and is to be hearkened 
to in it; J will be exalted among the heathen; with 
or in the converfion of the Gentiles; when the 
kingdoms of this world fhall become Chrift’s, and 
all nations fhall come and worfhip before him, 
Rev. xi, 15, 17. and xv. 4. Orin the deftruc- 
tion of the Gentiles; the Papifts, ‘the antichriftian 
{tates ; which will caufe great rejoicings, hallelu- 
jahs, and attributions of honourand glory to him, 
Rev. xvi. 5, 6. and xix. 1, 2. fo Farchi interprets 
the words, J will be exalted, 9FapIA in my ven= 
geance ; that I will take upon the heathen.” J will 
be exalted in the earth; now Chrift is exalted in 
heaven at the right hand of God, ere long he will 
be exalted in the earth, where he was defpifed and 
rejected, crucified and flain; he will be King over 
all the earth; his dominion will be from one end 
of it to the other; his tabernacle will be amon 
men} and his people, as kings and priefts, Dill 
reign with him on earth ; by wham he, and he 
alone, , will be exalted in the dignity of his perfon 
and offices, ‘and efpecially in his kingly office, 
Zech, xiv. 9. ‘and ix. 10. Rev. xxi. 3. and V. to. 
Ta. ii. 17. ‘The confideration’ of which may ferve 
to remove fears and difmayings of mind under pre- 
fent troubles. ee 

¥. 11. The Lord of bofts is with us, &e.] ‘The 
Targum paraphrafes it, the Word of the Lord of 
bofs, as in ¥. 7. and the fame words are here re- 
peat, -to.comfort thofe'that were fearful and un- 
elieving, with which the church then co 
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was attended with finging and dancing, with fhout- 
ing, and the found of a trumpet, 2 Sam. vi. 12— 
16, but it rather feems to be penned on account of 
the afcenfion .of Chrift to heaven, prophetically 
fpoken of in this pfalm ; and of the {pread of the 
gofpel, and the conquefts it made in the gentile 
world upon Chrift’s afcenfion; as the whole pfalm 
fhews: and even Aben Ezra and Kimchi. apply it 
to the times of the Meffiah; and fo do’ fome of 
their moft ancient writers, who particularly inter- 
pret ¥. 5. of him, as may be feen in the note up- 
on it. . nod 


y.1. O clap your bands, all ye people, &c.] Mean- 
ing the Gentiles more efpecially ; fee P/al. cxvii. 
x. compared with Rom, xv. g, 10, 11.. who had 
reafon to rejoice and be glad, fince the afcended 
Lord and King here fpoken of, was given to be 
their Saviour, was the propitiation for their fins, 
and had given himfelf a ranfom-price for them ; 
and now the gofpel was preached among them, by 
an order from him. after his refurrection; and upon 
his afcenfion, .gifts were beftowed on his apoftles, 
qualifying them for it ; when many of them were. 
converted: by it, and were:made partakers of the 
fame grace and: privileges with the Jews that’ be- 
lieved in. Chrift, and were, formed into gofpel- 
churches. Wherefore they are called upon to de- 
clare their joy and gladnefs, by:clapping their hands ; 
which is a gefture expreffive of exultation and joy; 
ice Pfal. xcviit. 8. J/a. lv. 12. Nahum iii. 19. ° It 
was ufed at the unction and coronation of a king, 
2 Kings xi. 12. and. fo very proper to be ufed on 
occafion of the Meffiah being made or declared 
Lord and Chrift, as he was at his afcenfion, és 
ii. 36. Shout unto God with the voice of triumph ; 
as when triumphs. are made on ‘account of viéto- 
ries obtained, which was now. the cafe; Chrift 
having conquered fin, Satan, and the world, by 
his fufferings and death, 4nd having fpoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, made a fhew of them, open- 
ly triumphing over them, when he afcended on 
high, and led captivity captive; and he having fent 
his apoftles into the gentile world with his gofpel, 
they were,.caufed to triumph in. him wherever they 
came. And now thefe:external actions of clap- 
ping, hands,, and. fhouting with the voice, are ex- 
preflive of inward fpiritual joy ; which thofe.:a- 
mong the people who were, conquered by: the 
race of God, and hada fight of their afcended 
wee and Saviour were filled with : and who: are 
exhorted to exprefs it in this manner, unto God; 
not to angels; nor to. men, ‘no not to minifters,, 
who brought the joyful :tidings to them ; but to 
God,: either to God the Father, for all theirtem- 
poral and fpiritual bleffings; efpecially for the un- 
fpeakable, gift. of his Son, \to fuffer and die for 
them: or to the Son of God, God manifeft in 
the fiefh; God that was..gone up with a fhout, 
y. 5- and was now at the right hand. of God, 
crowned with glory and honour; who, by the fuf- 


ferings of death, had obtainedieternal redemption 


for them. . 
y. 2. For the Lord moft high is terrible, 8c.] 
Chrift is not only theSon of the higheft, but he 
himéelf is the moft high God, God over all, bleffed 
for ever. He is higher than the higheft, than the 
angels in heaven, or any of the fons of men on 
earth. He is the high and lofty One, that dwells 
aa the bigh.an 
sacter agrees with him as the afcended Lord and 
rs 
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King in his human nature ; he is afcended on high, 
is fet down on the right hand ‘of the Majefty on 
high. He is highly exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour; he is made higher than the heavens, and 
than the kings of the earth are; angels, authori- 
ties, and powers are fubjeét to him, And this is a 
reafon, exciting all the people to joy and gladnefs. 
And he is terrzd/e to his enemies, being the lion of 
the tribe of Fvdab; who will rule the nations with 
a rod of iron, and break them in pieces as a potter’s 
veffe]: and fo he will be when he fhall come in the 
clouds of heaven, and defcend from thence, in 
flaming fire, to take vengeance on thofe who have 
defpifed and rejected him ; and at the fame time will 


.be glorious to, and admired by them that believe 


in him. His appearance, which will be terrible to 
others, ‘will be matter of joy to them, Tho’ the 
word ufed may be rendered as it is in P/al. exi. 9g, 
reverend or to be feared *, as he is; fee Ifa. viii..13, 
14. both on account of his goodnefs, as the Re- 
deemer and Saviour of his people, Ho/fea iii, 5. and 
of his greatnefs, being equal with God, and King 
of faints. As it follows; Heisa great king over 
all the earth, as he muft needs be, fince he is the 
great God and our Saviour; and is King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. He is now King of Ziox, and 
head over all things to the church; and ere long 
the kingdoms of this world will become his, and 
he will take to himfelf his great power and reign, 
and fhall be King oyer.all the earth openly and vi- 
fibly, he fhall be one, and his name One, Zech, 
xiv. 9. Mal.i. 14. which is another reafon for joy 
and gladnefs among the people, 
¥. 3. He fhall fubdue the people under us, and the 
nations under our feet.) As Fofoua, his type, fab- 
dued the Canagnites ; and as David, another type 
of him, fubdued the Syrians, Moabites, and others: 
the Jews from thefe words expect that in the times 
of the ‘Meffiah they look for, the Gentiles: in a 
literal fenfe will be fubdued by him, and become 
fubjeét to them ; but thefe, and all other expref- 
fions of the like kind, are to be underftood in a 
fpiritual fenfe ; fuch as J/a. xlix. 23. and Ix, 10,12, 
14. and which will have their accomplifhment in 
the latter day, in the fubjection of the Gentiles to 
the word and ordinances of the gofpel adminiftered 
in his churches; though the paifage here refers to 
the times following the afcenfion of Chrift to heas 
ven, ‘when he went forth in the miniftry of his 
apoftles conquering and to conquer; *and \which 
he made’ ufe. of to caufe the people to fall under 
him, ,and to be willing to be faved by him ;:to fub- 
mit to his righteoufnefs, and ro his ordinances, the 
{ceptre of ,his:kingdom ; and which «was, caufing 
them: to triumph, and fubduing the! people under 
them, who through the gofpel preached by:them 
became: obedient by word and deed; and which 
was an occafion of joy even to the conquered ones. 
y¥. 4. He fhall choofe our inheritance for uss: $c] 
Either a portion in this life; God knows what is beft 
forhis people, and therefore they fhould leave ir 
with him who can make a better choice for them 
than for themfelves: anheathen * once gave this 
advice, ‘. give thyfelf wholly to the will and \dif- 
*¢ pofalvof the celeftial ones ; for they who are ufed 
“ to give things eafily, can alfo ghoofe the 
“ fitteft? Or the heavenly inheritance, fo called 
in allufion to the land of Canaan, fubdued and pof- 
feffed by the [/raelites,in which Chrift is greatly con- 
cerned; his people are prédeftinated to the adop- 
tion of children, that is, to the inheritance they are 
8 » adopted 
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adopted to by him, in whom they obtain it; thro’ 
his death they receive the promife of eternal inhe- 
ritance, he being the teftator of that will of their 
heavenly father which bequeaths it to them it is 
his righteoufnefs which gives them a title to it, and 
through his grace they have a meetnefs for it, and 
he will at laft introduce them into it; all which is 
a reafon for joy and gladnefs in them. The Ara- 
bic verfion renders it, be bath chofen us an inheri- 
tance for bimfelf, fo the Lord’s people are,’ Deut. 
Xxxii. 9. Chrift afked them of his Father, and 
he gave them for his inheritance, he having chofen 
them as fuch, and greatly delighted he is with 
them, P/al. ii. 8. and xvi. 6. The excellency of Fa- 
cob whom he loved. Selah. the faints, who are in his 
efteem, the excellent in the earth, and who will be 
in the latter day an eternal excellency, P/al. xvi. 3. 
Ja. \x. 15. even the whole church, confifting of 
Jews and Gentiles, the fpiritual Jacob or Ifrael of 
God, whom Chrift has loved with an everlafting 
love, and therefore has chofen them for his por- 
tion and peculiar treafure; as facob in perfon was 
loved when E/au was hated. 

y¥. 5. God is gone up with a foout, &c.} That 
is, the Son of God, who is truly and properly God 
equal to the Father, having the fame perfections ; 
God manifeft in the flefh, the Word that was made 
flefh and dwelt among men on earth; who in the 
next claufe is called Lord or Fehovab, being the 
everlafting I am, which is, and was, and is to 
come ;. he having done his work on earth he came 
about, went up from earth to heaven in human 
nature, really, locally, and vifibly, in the fight of 
his apoftles, attended by angels, and with their 
fhouts and acclamations,which are here meant. The 
Lord with the found of the trumpet ; which circum- 
ftance, though not related in the account of Chrift’s 
afcenfion in the New Teftament, yet inafmuch as 
the angels fay he fhall defcend in like manner as he 
afcended, and that it is certain he will defcend with 
a fhout, with the voice of the archangel, and the 
trump of God ; fo that if his afcent was as his defcent 
will be, it muft be then with a fhout, and the 
found of a trumpet, 44s i. 10. 1 Lheff. iv. 16. 
This text is applied to the Meffiah by the ancient 
Jewith writers *. 

y¥. 6. Sing praifes to God, &c.] That is gone up 
with a fhout, Chrift Jefus, our afcended Lord and 
King, as the apoftles did at the time of his afcen- 
fion, Luke xxiv. 52, 53. Sing praifes, fing praifes 
unto our King, fing praifes; who was then made 
Lord and Chrift, declared king of faints, and 
crowned with glory and honour; the repetition of 
the phrafe fing praifes, denotes frequency, conftancy, 
fervency, and great devotion in the performance of 
this fervice; and that the afcenfion of Chrift, the 
occafion of .it, is of the greateft moment and im- 
portance, and requires it to be performed in fuch 
a manner. 

y..7. For God is the king of all the earth, &c.] 
Or the king of all the-earth is God* , the fame that 
is afcended into heaven, and is king of faints, even 
Chrift Jefus; and fo he will appear to be, efpecially 
in the latter day; fee the note on ¥. 2.°° Sing ye 
praifes with underftanding ; or as De Dieu renders 
it, to him that underftandeth, that.is, to God the 
only wife, whofe underftanding is infinite; even to 
Chrift who, as God, knows all things ;:and as man 
and mediator is of quick underftanding, and has 
all the treafures of wifdom and:knowledge in him; 
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fo R. Obadiah, fing of him who underftands; or, 
Jing ye praifes, O every one that underftandeth* ; 


that is, how to fing, as every one does not; this is_ 


the fenfe of ben Ezra and Kimchi; or with un- 
derftanding, as we render it; with underftanding 
of what is fung. The apoftle Pau! feems to refer 
to this paffage in 1 Cor. xiv. 15. ‘The Targum 
renders it, with a good underftanding. 

¥. 8. God reigneth over the heathen, &e.) He 
reigned over J/rae/ under the former difpenfation, 
and now he reigns over the Gentiles under the gof- 
pel-difpenfation ; as appears by the numerous in- 
{tances of converfion among them in the firft ages 
of chriftianity ; and by the many churches that were 
planted by the means of the apoftles; and by the 
deftruétion of the Roman pagan empire under the 
fixth feal, Rev. vi. 1214. and xii. 7-10. and 
which will ftill more appear by the deftruétion of 
Rome papal, when all the heathens fhall perifh out 
of the land ; and by the fulnefs and forces of the 
Gentiles being brought into a fubmiffion to him 5 
all which are reafons to fing praifes tohim. God 
Jitteth upon the throne of his bolinefs; or his holy 
throne, which is heaven; on the right hand of the 
throne of the majefty in the heavens ; on his Fa- 


ther’s thrones having done his work on earth he is’ 


received up into heaven, and is fet down ona throne 
at the right hand of God, an honour which none 
of the angels have: he has ceafed from his work 
and entered into his reft, and fits and fees of the 
travail of his foul; all which is matter of joy to 
his people, and a reafon why they fhould fing praifess 
and the rather, fince they are fet down with him in 
heavenly places: or this may be underftood of his’ 
fitting on the throne of judgment to judge the 
world in righteoufne(s at the laft day, it following. 
upon his reign over the Gentiles; though the other 
fenfe beft agrees with bis immediate afcenfion to 
heaven. ; 

¥. 9. The princes of the people are gathered toge- 
gether, &c.) Not againft Chrift, as at his firft 
coming, but to him and to his church and peoples 
even the great men of the earth, the kings and 
princes of it, as they will in the latter day ; fee Jf. 
xlix, 23. and Ix. 3,10, 11. Rev, xxi, 24. or this 
may mean the faints in general, who are all of them 


the princes of his people, and are fet among prin- 


ces, yea are kings and priefts unto God ; fome ren- 
der it, tbe willing or voluntary ones of bis people® 
the fame word is here ufed as in P/a/. cx. 3. where 
it is rendered willing, and defigns fuch who are 
made willing to be faved by Chrift, fubmit to his 
righteoufnefs, and be fubject to his word and ordi« 
nances. - Even the people of the God of Abrabam 3 
whom the God of 4brabam has chofen for his peo- 
ple, taken into covenant, given to his Son, and 


who are redeemed by his blood, and effectually 


called by his grace; and who, though Gentiles, be- 
long to the fame covenant, and the fame covenant- 
God as Abrabam did, and have the bleffing of 
Abraham upon them; and are indged his fpiritual 
feed, being Chrift’s. .The Targum. is, the people. 
that believe in the God of Abraham. The words 
may be rendered in connexion with: the forme: 

claufe, gathered together, unto the people of t 
of Abraham*; and fo denote the affociati¢ 
Gentiles converted, with the believing Jews, 
at the firft, times of the gofpel, and will be at 
lateer day, 1, Cor. xii. 13. Gal, iti, 28, 2 Ix.4. 
For the frields of the earth belong unto God ; that 


7, v4 
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© So Junius & Tremellius, Pifeator, Cocceius, Michaelis. | £ 


oes CY 9399) voluncarii populorum, Jumws & 


PExlvili.¥.1,22 


is, the rulers of the earth, as the word is rendered 
in Hof: iv. 18. who are as a fhield and a protection 
to their fubjects ; thefe are fet up and put down by 
the Lord at his pleafure ; and their hearts are in 
his hands, and he can convert them when he pleafes, 
and gather them to his Son, and into his churches; 
or as archi interprets it, ‘«* he has power in his 
« hands to protect as with a fhield all that truft in 
/ 
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“« him ;” fafety is of the Lord; the protection of 
the world and of the church is from him who is 
King over all the earth. He is greatly exalted , 
that is, Chrift, who has all power in heaven and in 
earth; he is highly exalted at the right hand of 
Sg: angels, authorities and powers being fubject 
to him. 


PSALM XLVIIL. 


A fong and pfalm for the fons of Korah, 


\ELIS pfalm is intitled @ fong-pfalm, a pfalm 
to be fung vocally ; or a fong and pfalm to 
be fung both vocally and inftrumentally, and is 
one of the fpiritual fongs the apoftle fpeaks of Eph. 
v.19. It was occafioned, as fome think, by Da- 
vid’s fpoiling the PhiiSines, 2 Sam. v. 17—21. or 
as others, by the deliverance of the people from the 
Moabites and Ammonites in the times of Febo/ha- 
phat, 2 Chron. xx. 27, 28. or as others, by the 
deliverance of the inhabitants of Ferufalem from 
Sennacheribd in the times of Hezekiab, 2 Kings xix. 
34, 35. though as Kimchi, a celebrated Jewifh com- 
mentator, owns, it belongs to the times of the 
Melfiah, as the other preceding pfalms ; and treats 
of his greatnefs, and of the praife and glory due to 
him, and gives large encomiums of his church, 


y. 1. Great is the Lord, &c.] ‘The fame that 
in the foregoing pfalm is faid to be gone up to 
heaven with a fhout, to fit on the throne of his 
holinefs, to reign over the heathen, and to be king 
over all the earth; who is great, and the Son of 
the Higheft; the great God and our Saviour ; great 
in his perfon as God-man, God manifeft in the 
flefh, his Father’s fellow and equal; and in the 
perfections of his nature, being of great power, and 
of great wifdom, and of great faithfulnefs, and of 
ftrict holinefs and juftice, and of wonderful grace 
and goodnefs ; great in his works of creation and 
providence ; in his miraculous operations when on 
earth, and in the work of man’s redemption and 
falvation ; great is he in all his offices, a great 
prophet rifen in J/rae/, a great high-prieft over the 
houfe of God, a Saviour, and a great one, and the 
great fhepherd of the fheep. And greatly to be 
praifed, in the city of our God; the city of Feru/a- 
lem, the city of folemnities, where was the worfhip 
of God, and where the tribes went up to worthip, 
and God was prefent with his people ; and where 
the great Lord of all fhewed himfelf to be great ; 
here Chrift the great Saviour appeared, even in the 
temple, when a child, where Simeon and Anna faw 
him, and fpoke great things of him; where he at 
twelve years of age difputed with the doétors, and 
fhewed his great wifdom ; here when grown up he 
wrought many of his great miracles, and taught his 
doétrines; here he entered in great triumph, at- 
tended with the fhouts, acclamations, and hofannas 
of the people ; here he eat his laft paffover with his 
difciples ; and in a garden near it was he taken and 
brought before the Sanbedrim, affembled at the 
high-prieft’s palace at Ferufalem 5 and then tried 
and condemned at the bar of Pilate; when being 
Jed a little way out of the city he was crucified on 
mount Calvary; and on another mount, the mount 
of Olives, about a mile from it, he afcended to 
heaven ; and here in this city he poured forth the 
Spirit in an extraordinary manner on his difciples 
at the day of Pentecosf, as an evidence of his afcen- 


fion ; and from hence his gofpel went forth into all 
the world ; and therefore was greatly to be praifed 
here, as he was by his difciples, church and people, 
Afis ii. 46,47. Ferufalem is a figure of the gof- 
pel-church, which is often compared to a city, 
fa. xxvi, 1. and Ixii. 12. of which faints are citi- 
zens and fellow-citizens of each other; this is a 
city built on Chrift the foundation ; is full of inha- 
bitants when together and confidered by themfelves ; 
is governed by wholefome laws, enacted by Chrift 
its King, who has appointed officers under him to 
explain and enforce them, and fee that they are put 
in execution; and has many privileges and immu- 
nities belonging to it; and this is the city of God, 
of his building and of his defending, and where he 
dwells ; it is, as in ¥. 2. the city of the great King, 
the King Meffiah, and where he difplays his 
greatnefs; here he appears great and glorious, 
fhews his power and his glory; is feen in the 
galleries and through the lattices of ordinances, 
in his beauty and {plendor ; here he grants his 
gracious prefence, and beftows his favours and 
bleffings ; and is therefore greatly to be praifed 
here, as he is by all his people on the above ac- 
counts. Even in the mountain of bis holinefs; as 
mount Zion is called on account of the temple built ~ 
upon it, and the worfhip of God in it; and a fit 
emblem it was of the church of Chrift, which, as 
that is, is chofen and Joved of God, and is his ha- 
bitation, is impregnable and immoveable, and con- 
fifts of perfons fanctified by God the Father, in 

the Son, and through the Spirit. 
¥. 2. Beautiful for fituation, &c.] This, and 
what follows, are faid of the city of God, the city 
of Ferufalem, which was delightfully fituated on 
an eminence, in a wholefome air; the brook Kidron 
gliding by it, the water of Silogb running through 
it, or at leaft through fome parts of it; fields and: 
gardens adjoining to it, and mountains all around 
it: and fo the church of Chrift is built upon him, 
the rock ; the river of divine love runs by it, the 
ftreams whereof make it glad; the green paftures of 
the word and ordinances are in it; and falvation is’ 
as walls and bulwarks about it; and fo healthful 
is it, that the inhabitants have no reafon to fay they 
are fick, fince the people that dwell therein have 
their iniquities forgiven, J/ai. xxxiiil. 24. The joy 
of the whole earth; that is, the city of Ferujalem, | 
Lam. ii. 15. efpecially it was fo when Chrift, whofe 
birth near it was matter of great joy toall people; 
when he who is the defire of all nations was in it ; 
and when the gofpel went out from it unto the 
whole earth, and caufed joy wherever it came in 
power, and with the Holy Ghoft ; and the church 
of Chrift, particularly in the latter day, will be 
an eternal excellency, and a joy of many genera- 
tions, J/a. Ix. 15. and even now the whole world 
has reafon-to rejoice and be glad, becaufe of the 
church of Chrift in it, who are the light of the 
world 
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world and the falt of the earth, and on whofe ac- 
count the world continues, and the men of it en- 
joy the bleffings they do, Is mount Zion ; or by 
mount Zion, Ferufalem was near it, and beautifully 
fituated by it. On the fides of the north 5 Ferufa- 
lem was north of Zion, as Zion was fouth of Feru- 
falem; \ikewife the temple was on the north.part of 
mount Zion, Ifai. xiv. 13. the altar and altar-gate 
were on the north-fide of the temple, and there 
were the tables on which the facrifices were flain, 
Ezek. viii. 5. and xl, 35—40. and’ on the north 
fide of the altar was the creature to be offered kill- 


ed, Lev. i. 11. and perhaps fome reference is here | 


had to the church of Chrift in the latter day, which 
for many, years paft has been chiefly in our nor- 
thern part of the world: hence the proteffant doc- 
trine is by the papiffs called the northern bere/y ; 
and it will be sidings out of the north that thall 
trouble the man of fin, or fome agent of his, to 
come forth with fury, and plant the tabernacles of 
his palace between the feas, in the glorious holy 
mountain, Daz. xi. 44, 45. Tbe city of the great 
King ; of Chrift the King of kings ; fee the note on 
Pfal, xvii. 2. and xlviii. 1. | 

¥. 3. God is known in her palaces for a refuge.] 
As there were palaces in Feru/falem ; fee v.13. and 
Pfal. cxxii. 7. fo there are in the church of Chrift; 
every place in it is a palace fit for a kings and eve- 
ry one that has truly a name and a place there, are 


kings and priefts unto God: and here God is a re- 


fuge both for faints and finners to fly unto ; ‘fee the 
note on P/al. xlvi. 1. and is known to be fo; the 
minifters of the gofpel being here appointed to di- 
rect and encourage fouls to flee to Chrift for re- 
fuge, who is the hope fet before them in the ever- 
Jafting gofpel, preached by them to lay hold up- 
on; and all that do flee to him know, by expe- 
rience, that he is a refuge for them ; and as all the 
people of God do in every time of diftrefs, and when 
all refuge fails them elfewhere. 
y. 4. For lo, the kings were affembled, &c.] As 
the princes of the Pdiliffines to feek for David, 
when in the ftrong hold of Zion, 2 Sam. v. 17. 
as the E¢biopians in the time of 4fa, 2 Chron. 
xiv. 9. and the Moadites and Ammonites in the times 
of Febofbaphat, 2 Chron, xx. 1. and the kings of 
Syria and J/rael in the times of Abaz, Tfai. vii. 1. 
and Sennacherib with his princes, who, in his efteem, 
were kings, in the times of Hezekiah, 2 Kings xviii. 
17. which are inftances of the kings of the nations 
gathering together again{t Ziow, the city of Feru- 
falem, and people of the Jews, who were typical 
of the church of Chrift ; and that without fuccefs, 
and to their own confufion and deftruction ; though 
this feems to refer to the latter day of the gofpel- 
difpenfation, when all the kings of the earth, Pa- 
gan, Papal, and Mabometan, will be gathered to- 
gether at the inftigation of Satan, to the battle of 
the great day of the Lord God Almighty, in a place 
called Armageddon, where they will be defeated by 
Chrift the King of kings, Rev. xvi. 13, 14, 16, 
and xix. 19-21. Jarchi and Kimchi interpret the 
paflage of Gog and Magog gathering together to 
fight againtt Feru/alem, with which compare Rev, 
Xx. 8,9. They paffed by together; either to the 
battle, as Farchi explainsit ; or they pafied by Fe- 
rufalem, the city of our God, the church, without 
“entering into, it, or doing it any hurt,: — 
_ Xs .5. They faw it, &c.] _ Either the city, or 
the powet of God, as Aben Ezra; or, as Farchi, 
God himfelf going forth to fight againft the na- 
tions, ~ This refers to the power Chrift'will take to 
himéfelf, and fhew forth, by reigning in his church, 


PSALMS. 


PLixlvint.7.3-—83 


and protecting it, which will not be vifible to 
the tints, Pty to the nations of phe lai and to | 
the brightnefs of Chrift’s reap in his f{piritual - 
reign, with the luftre of which Antichrift will be 
deftroyed, Rev. xi. 17, 18, 2 Theff ii. 8. at fe 
the glorious ftate of the church, fignified by the 
rifing of the witneflés, and their ftanding on their 


feet, and afcending’ to heaven, which will be feen, 


by their enemies, Rev. xi. 11, 12. and to the de- 
ftruction of Rome, the {moke of whofe burning, — 


the kings of the earth, that have committed forni- 


cation with her, will fee and lament, Rev. xviii. 
8, 9,,10.. And fo they marvelled ;'at the glory of 
the church, the fecurity of it, the power of Chrift 
in it and over it, and at the deftruction of myftical 


‘Babylon, fee Ifa, hii. 14, 15. and xiii. 8, Fer. ti. 


At. Ibey were troubled ; as Hered and all Ferufa- 


lem were, upon hearing of the birth of Chrift, 


Matt. ii. 3. fo thefe kings will be, upon feeing the 
coming and power of Chrift in the latter day, the 
invinciblenefs of his church, and their own imme- 
diate and utter ruin: this will be the time of the _ 
howling of the fhepherds, both civil and ecclefiaf- 
tical, when all hands will be faint, and every man’s 
heart will melt, Zech. xi. 2. J/a. xiii, 6,7. And 
hafted away ; fed for fear of the great King at the 
head of his armies, in the defence of his church 
and people: and as the kings of the earth alfo at 
the deftruction of Rome will flee and ftand afar of, 
for fear of her torment, Rev, xviii. 10. ae 

¥. 6. Fear took hold upon them there, &c.J 
That is, either when they came up to the city, and 
pafled by it, and faw what they did; or, as Kimebi 
obferves, in the place where they thought to have 
made a great flaughter; that is, in Armageddon, 
Rev. xvi. 16. fo upon the flaughter of the feven 
thoufand namesof men,or men of name and renown, 
fuch as the kings here afiembled, the remnant wall be 
affrighted, Rev, xi. 13... And pain, as of a woman 
in travail; this figure.is made ufe of elfewhere, 
when the deftruction of Babylon and the comifg of 
Chrift are fpoken of ; fee Jai. xiii. 8. 1 Theff. v. 


a9! 23 

¥..7. Thou breakest the fbips of Tarfoifh, with an 
eaft wind.} This is either another fimile, exprefs- 
ing the greatnefs of the dread and fear that fhall now 
feize the kings of the earth; which will be, as Kim- 
chi obferves, as if they were {mitten with a ftrong 
eaft-wind, which breaks the thips of Tar/bifh ; and 
to the fame purpofe is the note of Aben. ‘as who 
fays, the pfalmifticompares the pain that fhall take 
hold upon them, to an eaft-wind inthe fea, which 
breaks the thips; for by Zarphifh is. meant, not 
Tartefus in Spain, nor Larfus in Cilicia, or the 
port to which the prophet ouab went and. took 
fhipping ; but the fea in general : or elfe this phrafe 


denotes the manner in which the er ian kines, 
a 


and antichriftian ftates,. will be de 
fhips. upon the ocean are dafhed to pieces with 
ftrong eaft-wind: or it may defign the lofs of al 
their tiches and fubftance brought to them in fhips ; 
hence the lamentations of merchants, ,and_failo 
and fhipmafters, Rev. xviii, 15-19. Wa 
y. 8. As we have beard, fo have we feet, 
Thefe are the words-of the people of Goc 
their obiervations on, the above fl ; 
Aben Exra and Kimchi underftan 
ple of J/rael , and the former referring the 
war of Gog and Magog, paraphrales them t 
** the Jraclites fhall fay in that d 
«© heard the prophets,who prop 
“* Gog and Magog fo 
* the Lord of hofts,’’ . 


PE. xlvili. %.9,10. 


ftood, either of facts which have been reported and 
heard to have been done in time patt, to which o- 
thers will correfpond, and will be feen to do fo in 
the latter day ;_ as for inftance, as it has been heard 
that God infli€ted plagues upon Lgypf;, fo it will 
be feen, that he will pour out the vials of his wrath 
upon the great city, which is fpiritually called Egypt 
and Sodom: as it has been heard, that God brought 
his people J/rae/ out of Egypt with amighty hand ; 
fo it will be feen, that he will deliver his people 
from the captivity and tyranny of the man of fin, 
and will call them out from Babylon a little before 
the deftruction of it : as it has been heard, that Pha- 
raob and his hoft were drowned in the red fea ; fo 
it will be feen, that Babylon fhall be thrown down 
like a millftone caft into the fea, and be found no 
more : as it has been heard, that literal Babylon is 
deftroyed; fo it will be feen, that myftical Babylon 
will be deftroyed alfo: and as it has been heard, 
that the kings of the nations, at feveral times, have 
gathered themfelves together again{t Jeru/alem, 
without effect ; fo it will be feen, that the kings of 
the earth will affemble together againft the church 
of Chrift ; but, as foon as they fhall come up to 
her, and look upon her, they fhall be aftonithed, 
and flee with the utmoft confternation, fear and 
dread, and be utterly ruined: or elfe the fenfe is, 
as it has been heard, from the promifes and prophe- 
cies delivered out from time to time, that God. will 
grant his prefence to his church and people, and 
will be the protection of them, and will deftroy all 
his and their enemies ; fo, it has been feen, that 
thefe have been fulfilled, more or lefs, in all ages ; 
in the latter day their accomplifhment will be full 
and manifeft, even in the city of the Lord of bofts; 
of the hofts of heaven and earth, of all armies a- 
bove and below ; and therefore the church muft be 
fafe under his protection. In the city of our God ; 
the covenant-God of his people; wherefore, as the 
former title declares his power, this fhews his love 
and affection, and both together fecure the happi- 
nefs of the faints : wherefore it follows, God will 
eStablifh it for ever. Selah. not only particular be- 
lievers, of which the church confifts, are eftablifh- 
ed onthe foundation, Chrift; but the church itfelf 
is built on him, the rock againft which the gates 
of hell cannot prevail ; yet as they are not always 
in a fettled and conftant condition, fo neither is 
that, being fometimes toffed with the tempefts of 
afflictions and perfecutions, and fometimes in one 
place, and fometimes in\another; but in the latter 
day it will be eftablifhed on the top of the moun- 
tains; and which is a defirable thing by all the faints, 
and what they fhould, as many do, earneftly pray 
for; and which God will do in his own time; and 
then it fhall be eftablifhed for ever, and be a taber- 
nacle that fhall not be taken down; not one of its 
ftakes fhall be removed, nor any of its cords bro- 
ken, J/a. ii. 2. and Ixii. 7. Pfal. Ixxxvii. 5. T/a. 
XXxXili. 20. | 

y. 9. We have thought of thy loving-kindnefs, 
O God, &c.] ‘Farchi interprets it, we have wait- 
ed for thy loving-kindnefs; to fee thy falvation; 
and fome, as Ben Méelech obferves, explain it 
of hope and expectation; as if the fenfe was, 
we bave hoped for thy loving-kindnefs; fo the Syriac 
verfion renders it, and the word ufed has the fig- 
nification of tarrying, 1 Sam. xiv. 9. God has his 
fet time to favour his Zion, and till that time comes, 
it is right in them to be hoping, expecting, and 
waiting for it. The Chaldee paraphrale is, we have 
efteemed thy goodne/s; it being very excellent, ex- 
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ceeding valuable, and. better than life itfelf ; -but; 


other Jewith writers, as Menachem, Aben Ezra; 


Kimchi, and. Ben Melech, render it as we do, we: 
The loving-kindnefs of God, 
towards his people in Chrift, is a very delightful: 
and profitable fubject to dwell in meditation upon, 


‘to confider the objeéts, inftances, caufe, and na-: 


ture of it; and ferves greatly to encourage faith and. 
hope, to draw out love to God, and engage to a 
ready and chearful. obedience to his will ; and this 
is fometimes done in public, as. well as in private 
converfation, and in the clofet; as follows. Jn the, 
midft of thy temple; the church of Chrift, which 
is of his building, where he dwells, and grants his 
prefence, and is often called the temple of God in 
the New Teftament, in allufion to Solomon’s tem- 
ple; fee, 1. Cor. iii. 16, 17. 2 Cor. vi. 16. Epb, ii.. 
21. here the word of God is preached, - his ordi-; 


“nances adminiftred, and his prefence granted ; which. 


are inftances of his loving-kindnefs, and lead his: 


people to think of it; and particularly when the: 
faithful. minifters of the gofpel make mention of it, 


and the, ordinance of the fupper is adminiftring,’ 
which ,is intended, to bring to remembrance the. 


love of God and Chrift: moreover, in the,atter day, 


to which this pfalm belongs, the temple of God will 
be opened, Rev. xi. 19. and xv. 5, that is, the true 
worfhip of God will be reftored, and pure and un-) 
defiled religion freely exercifed; the gofpel will be 
clearly:and fully preached; and the ordinances ad- 
miniftred as they were firft delivered, which will; 
lead the faints to think of the loving-kindnefs of; 
God unto them ;: and. particularly when they fhall » 
fee the angels with the feven, vials, the execution- 
ers of God’s wrath on the antichriftian ftates, go 


forth from the temple to pour them out upon them, 


Rev. xv.'6. and Xvi. 1. Lo fs 
¥. 10. According to thy name, O God, fo is thy 


praife unto the ends of the earth, &cc.| That is, as 


he himfelf is in the perfections of his nature, which ; 
are difplayed in the works of his hands, through- » 
out the whole creation; fo is, or ought his praife 
to be: or rather, as in the Jatter day his name 
will be great in all the earth, AZa/. i. 11. fo will his \ 


praife be; and as his name will be one, Zech. xiv. 


g. he will be one Lord, there will be one faith 


and one baptifm ;, his worfhip, word, and ordinan- - 
ces will be uniformly obferved and attended to; fo 


will be hispraife: all the faints will unite together - 


in giving glory tohim: he, and he alone, {hall be 
exalted. 


Moreover, his gofpel is hisname, és 

ix, 15.. and that.in the latter day will be preached 

to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, Rev. : 
xiv. 8. and multitudes, both of Jews and’ Gentiles, 

will be converted, and from the uttermoft parts of 
the earth will be heard fongs of praife and glory un- | 
tohim, J/a. xxiv. 15, 16. Thy right-hand is full of 
righteoufne/s ; of all fpiritual bleflings for his peo-. 
ple ; and particularly of the righteoutnefs of Chrift, 

which God accepts of, imputes unto, and liberal- 

ly beftows upon them : and it is alfo full of puni-. 
tivejuftice, which he inflicts on his and their ene- 

mies ; his right-hand teaches him terrible things, 

and thefe terrible things he does in righteoufnets ; 

all his works are in righteoufnefs, which the right~ 

hand, being the inftrument of action, is a token of. 

Moreover, Chrift is the right-hand of God ; he is 

the man of his right-hand, and as dear to him as his 

right-hand ; he is the right-hand of his righteouf- 

nefs, by which he upholds his people; and this right- 

hand of his is full of righteoufnefs; he does no- 

thing elfe but righteoufhefs ; he is the author and. 
. ; donar 
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donor of it to his people, and will execute righte- 
oufnefs upon his enemies ;* in righteoufnefs he will 
make war with them, Rev. xix. 11. and*which is 
greatly the fenfe of this paflage, as appears by the 
following verfe. . 

yy. 11. Let mount Zion rejoice, &c.] The church 
in general; feey, 1,2. Heb, xii. 22, Rev. xiv. 1. 
Let the daughters of Fudab be glad; particular 
churches ;-and fo.the Targum renders it, the con- 
gregations of the houfe of Fudab; or particular be- 
lievers ; fuch as are called the daughters of eru/a- 
lem, and the daughters of Zion, Cant. iii) 10, 11. 
thefe are exhorted to joy and gladnefs, at the lov- 
ing-kindnefs of God, at the fpread of his name and 
glory to the ends of the earth, and at his righteouf- 
nefs his right-hand is full of ; and as it follows, 
Becaufe of thy judgments ; executed on the'antichrif- 
tian kings, ¥. 4—7. and on all the antichriftian 
ftates, and on the whore of Babylon, and thofe 
who have committed fornication with her ; {ee Rev. 
XIX. I, 2. 

y¥. 12. Walk about Zion, and go round about ber, 
&c.] Thefe words are either an addrefs to the ene- 
mies of the church, farcattically delivered ; calling 
upon them: to come, and furround, and befiege 
Zion, and fee what the iffue and confequence of it 
will be, even the fameas that of the kings, ¥. 4-6. 
or to the builders of Zion, as Farchi obferves, to 
come and take a furvey of it, and fee what ‘repairs 
were neceffary ; or rather to the faints, to the daugh- 
ters of Fudab before mentioned, to take a view of 
the ftrenoth and defence of the church, for their 
own comfort and encouragement, and to report 
the fame to otliers for theirs alfo; for by walking 
around it, may be obferved the foundation, the 
rock and eminence on which it is built, Chrift Je- 
fus; the wall of it, the Lord himfelf, a-wall of fire; 
the entrance into it, Chrift the gate of righteouf- 
nefs ; the fortrefs and ftrong-hold of it the fame; 
and the guards about it, the watchmen on its walls, 
the minifters of the gofpel, and an innumerable 
company of angels, that in a circle furround both 
minifters and people; fee Rev. vii. rr. © Tell the 
towers thereof, fee 2 Chron. xxvi. 9. Ifai. xxxiii. 


18. the Lord himfelf is the tower of his people, | 


high and ftrong, which fecures and defends them 
from all their enemies, Pfal. xviii. 2. and Ixii. 3. 
Prov, xviii. 10. the minifters of the gofpel, who 
are immoveable, and are fet for the defence of it, 
Fer, vi. 27. the fcriptures of truth, which are like 
a tower built for an armoury, out of which the 
faints are furnifhed and provided with proper 
armour, whereby they are able to engage with 
falfe teachers, and to overcome theevil one, Cant. 
iv. 4. and the ordinances of the gofpel, the church’s 
two breafts, faid to be as towers, Cant. viii. ro. 
fome render the words, tellin the towers* ; publith 
on the houfe-tops, declare in the high-places of the 
city, in the moft public manner, the great things 
of the gofpel, which relate to the glory of Chrift 
and his church. 

y. 13. Mark ye well ber bulwarks, 8c.) Such 
as the free favour of God in Chrift; which is nor 
only as a fhield, but as a bulwark to the church; 
his everlafting love, electing grace, the covenant 
of grace, with its bleffings and promifes, all which 
are more immoveable than rocks and mountains ; 
and efpecially the power of God, which furrounds 
his church, as the mountains did Ferufalem ; and 
by which they are kept and preferved as in a gar- 
rifon, Pfal. cxxv. 2. 1 Peteri. 5. Alfo falvation 
by Chrift; his righteoufnefs, facrifice and fatisfac- 


iepSy » ois mupyors aving, Sept. in turribus ejus, V. L. 


Jfirength, as the Vulgate Latin verfion ; th 


on ber armies, asthe Targum is; her volunteers, her 


land of uprightnefs. And this guide is an 


times:leading his people in ways dark and idd 
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‘tion, which God has appointed for walls and bul-” 


ftrong and impregnable one, J/@. xxvi. 1. 
wife the Spirit of God, and his operations and in- 
fluences, which are a ftandard againft the enemy’s 


warks, and which make the city, ve a 


ite 


flood of oppofition and perfecution ; and who be- 
‘ing in his church and people, is greater than he 


that is in the world, Ja. lix. 19. 1 Fobmiv. 4. 
Some’ render the words, -/er your Poeie ice 
. tok 
Chrift, who is the firength of the poor and needy 
in their diftrefs; the ftrength of their h a ge 
their lives,: and of their falyation, and the’ fecurity 
of the church. Others render them, /ef your hearts 
foldiers, ~who endure hardnefs as good foldiers of 
Chrift, fight the Lord’s battles, and aré'more than’ 
conquerors through him; and a lovely fight is’ 
to behold them, with Chrift at the head of them ;_ 
fee Rev. xix. 14. Confider her palaces; for Febo- 
vab, Father, Son and Spirit, have their dwelling~ 
places in Ziow ; and here, befides apoftles, prophets, 
evangelifts, and ordinary minifters of the Word, 
who are rulers and officers fet in the firft place,. 
every faint is a prince anda king; and has a place 
and a name here, better than that of fons and 


‘daughters of the greateft potentate on earth; every’ 


dwelling-place in mount Zion is a palace. That yé 
may tell it to the generation following, that is, the 
beauty and glory, ftrength and fafety of the church 5’ 
and even all that is fpoken of her in this pfalm, as. 
well as what follows : this is the end propofed, by 
taking acircuit round Zion, and making the above 


¥. 14. For this God is our God for cot Bi Hae, 
c 


ing one; even unto death, or in death, or abor 
death *; fo as not to be hurt of the fecond d 
He guides not only to the brink of Fordan’s riv 
but thro’ the deep waters of it, and never | 
till he has landed them fafe.on the fhore: 


nity: and fome, as Aben Ezra, 
as if it was pyaoqy for ever 5 a 
dana obferves, render it fecretly; the 


$ ~~. ‘ e* spied q aot? 
«1d DW? fuper mortem, Montanus; fupra 


mortem, Cocceins, Guflotius, Michaclis; £0 Syr. verf, in ipfa morte, Pfeiffer, Dub. Vex. loc, 66 


Pf. xlix.¥.I—4. 


to them : and others give the fenfe of it,asin the days 
of youth ; that is, God is the guide of his people in 
old age as in youth; he is always their guide, and 
ever will be: to which fenfe: incline R, Mo/es in 


PSALMS, 


679 


Aben Ezra, othas in Kimchi and. Abendana, and 
as alfo Farchi and the Chaldee paraphrafe; but 
Kimchi and Ben Melech render it as we do, unto 
death, or unto our death, . 


PSALM XLIX, 
To the chief mufician, a pfalm for the fons of Korah; 


A BEN EZRA {ays, this pfalm is a very excel- 


lent one, fince in it is explained the Light of | 
| And tho’ not many, yet fome of this fort are called 


the world to come, and of the rational and immor- 
tal foul ; and Kimchi is of opinion, that it refpects 
both this world and that which is to come: and 
indeed it treats of the vanity of trufting in riches; 
of the infufficiency of them for the redemption of 
the foul; of the fhort continuance of worldly ho- 
nour and fubftance; of the certainty of death, and 
of the refurrection of the dead. And the defign. of 
it is to expofe the folly of trufting in uncertain 
riches, and to comfort the people of God under the 
want of them. 


y.1. Hear this, &c.} Not the law, as fome 
Jewifh writers ' interpret it, which was not defira- 
ble to be heard by thofe that did hear it ; it being 
a voice of wrath and terror, a curfing law, anda 
miniftration of condemnation and death ; but ra- 
ther NV NPNWIN this news, as the Targum; the 
good news of the gofpel; the word of this falva- 
tion ; the voice from heaven ; the word not fpoken 
by angels, but by the Lord himfelf: or A377 Mt 
this wifdom, as Kimchi interprets it; which the 
pfalmift was about to fpeak of, x. 3. alfo the pa- 
rable and dark faying he fhould attend unto and 
Open, ¥.4. and indeed it may take in the whole 
fubje&t-matter of the pfalm. Ai ye people; not 
the people of J/rael only, but all the people of the 
world, as appears from the following claufe; whence 
it is evident, that this pfalm belongs to gofpel- 
times; in which the middle wall of partition is 
broken down, and there is no difference of people; 
God is the God both of Jews arid Gentiles 5, Chrift 
is the Saviour and Redeemer of one as well as of 
the other; the Spirit of God has been poured out 
upon the latter; the gofpel has been {ent into all 
the world, and all are called upon to hear it. Give 
ear, all ye inhabitants of the world, or of time; fo 
the word is’ rendered age, the age of a man, Pfa/. 
xxxix. 5. The inhabitants of this world are but 
for a time; wherefore Ben Melech interprets the 
phrafe by paw °waKN men of time, the inhabitants 
of times it is peculiar to the moft High to inbabit 
eternity, Ifa. lvii. 15. Under the gofpel-difpen- 
fation there is no diftinétion of places; the gofpel 
js not confined to the land of Fudea; the found of 
it is gone into all the world, and men may worfhip 
God, and offer incenfe to his name in every place; 
and whoever fears him in any nation is accepted of 
him. 

y. 2. Both low and high, &c.) Or both the fons 
of Adam, and the fons of men. By the fons of Adam, 
are meant the multitude of the people, as Ben Me- 
lech explains it ; the common people, the meaner 
fort, the bafe things of this world; and fuch are 
they, generally fpeaking, who are called by grace 
under the gofpel-difpenfation: and by the fons of 
sen, are meant the princes, nobles, and great men 
of the earth ; men of high birth and illuftrious ex- 


} Midyath Tillim in Joc, Yalkut Simeoni, par. 2. fol, 106. 2. 
Cocccius, Gejerus, Michaelis. 


traction: fo Adam is rendered, the mean man, and 
J/o, the word here ufed, the great man, in J/a. ii. 9. 


by graces and all of them have a peculiar concern 
in many things fpoken of in this pfalm ; fee y.12, 
16, 17,20. Rich and pocr together; thefe are call- 
ed upon to hearken to what is after faid, that the 
one may not be elated with, and truft in their riches, 
and that the other may not be dejected on account 
of their poverty; and feeing both muft die, and 
meet together at the judgment-day ; and inafmuch 
as the gofpel.is preached to one as to another ; and 
for the moft part the poor hear it, receive it, and 
are called by it. 

y. 3. My mouth fhall {peak of wifdom, &c.] Or 
wifdoms ”, of Chrift, who is fo called, Prov. i. 20. 
and ix. 1. He being as a divine perfon the wifdom 
of God, and the only wife God; and having all 
the treafures of wifdom in him, as man and Media- 
tor: of him the prophet fpake, and of him the apo- 
ftles, and all gofpel-minifters {peak ; of the glories 
of his perfon, of the fulnefs of his grace, and of 
his wonderful works; efpecially of that of redemp- 
tion and falvation by him, in which there is an a- 
bounding of wifdom and prudence. Or the gofpel 
may be meant, and all the truths of it, in which 
there is.a glorious difplay of divine wifdom ; it is 
the wifdom of God in a myftery ; hidden and an- 
cient wifdom ; and which, when truly underftood, 
makes a man wife unto falvation; fee 1 Cor. ii. 6, 
7. And the meditation of my heart thall be of une 
derftanding ; ox underftandings" , and this is in or- 
der to the former 5 what the heart meditates the 
mouth fpeaks. If the heart meditates on under- 
ftanding, the mouth will {peak of wifdom; anda 
man fhould think before he fpeaks, efpecially the 
minifters of the gofpel: they ought to meditate on 
the word of God, the gofpel, and the truths of it, 
that their,profiting may appear to all; that they 
may underftand divine things themfelves, and de- 
liver them out to the underftanding of others: 
their concern fhould be, that through meditation 
they may have a good treafure of wifdom and 
knowledge in their hearts, that out of it they 
may bring forth things pleafant and profitable un- 
to others. 

y. 4. I will incline mine ear to a parable, &c.] 
In which way of fpeaking the doétrines of the gof- 
pel were delivered out by Chrift, Matt. xiii. 3, 35. 
Wherefore the prophet, perfonating his apoftles 
and difciples, fignifies that he would liften there- 
unto, that he might attain to the knowledge there- 
of, and communicate it toothers, J will open my 
dark faying upon the harp; the znigmas, riddles, 
and myfteries of the gofpel, being underftood by 
the minifters of it, are opened and explained ina 
very pleafant and delightful manner ; they are made 


clear and evident, and are as a lovely fong upon an 


harps fee Ezek, xxxiii. 32. 
¥ 5s 


B® SIVOSN Gapientias, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus, 


® $191! intelligentias, Pagninus, Montanus. 
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y. 5. Wherefore foul I fear in the days of evil, 
&c.] This is the principal thing that all are be- 
fore called to hearken to.. This is the wifdom and 
underftanding the pfalmift had been meditating up- 
on, and was about to utter ; this is the parable he 
inclined his ear to, and the dark faying he would 


open ; namely, that a faint has nothing to fear in® 
the worft of times; which is a riddle to a natural 
Aben Ezra interprets the days-of evil, of the. 


man, 
days of old age, as they are called, Acclef. xii. 1. 
which bring on difeafes, weaknefs and death ; in 
which a good man has no reafon to fear ; as that 
he fhould want the neceffaries of life, fince they 
that fear the Lord fhall want no good thing; or 
that he fhould not hold out to the end, feeing God, 
who is the guide of youth, is the ftaff of old age, 
and carries to hoary hairs, and will never leave nor 
forfake : and though the wicked man in old age has 
reafon to be afraid of death and eternity at hand, 
the faint has not ; but may fing on the borders of 
the grave, O death, where is thy fling! &c. Alfo 
days in which iniquity abounds, and error and he- 
rely prevail, are days of evil; and though the good 
man «may fear he fhall be led afide by the ill ex- 
ample of fome, or by the craft of others ; yet he 
need not, fince the foundation of God ftands fure, 
and he knows them that are his, and will take care 
of them and preferve them. Moreover, times of 
affliction and perfecution are evil days; fee Ephe/. 
v. 16. and vi. 13. and fuch will be the hour of 
temptation, that fhall try the inhabitants of-the 
earth, Kev. ili. 10. Yet the righteous man need 
not fear, fince it is always well with him, let his 
cafe and circumftances be what they will. Yea, 
the day of death, and the day of judgment, are 
days of evil to wicked men ; and therefore they put 
them away far from them, mos vi. 3. but be- 
lievers have reafon to rejoice at them, the day of 
their death being better than the day of their birth; 
and the day of judgement will be the time of the 
glorious appearing of Chrift to them, It is added, 
when the iniquity of my heels fhall compafs me about ; 
that is, the fins of life and converfation; Heels de- 
note /teps, and the word is fometimes fo rendered, 
as in P/al. lvi. 6. and imiquity intends fin committed 
in walking; and fo defigns not original fin, as 
fome have thought, but actual fins and tranferef- 
fions: and thefe may be faid to compa/s the faints 
about, when they are chaftifed for them, and fo are 
brought to a fenfe and acknowledgment of them, 
and to be humbled for them; and then they have 
nothing to fear in a flavifh way, fince thefe chaf- 
tifements are not in wrath, or in a way of vindic- 
tive juftice, or punifhment for fin; but the fruits 
of love and favour. Or the fenfe may be, when 
death, the fruit of iniquity, the wages of fin, fur- 
rounds and feizes upon me; 95903 2” my end, as 
the Targum; in my laft days, at the heel or clofe 
of them, I will not fear: the faint has no reafon to 
fear, when he walks through death’s dark valley ; 
for death is abolifhed as a penal evil, its fting is 
took away, and its curfe removed.. Some render 
the words, when the iniquity of my fupplanters fhall 
“compass me about °; meaning his enemies, who ei- 
ther lay in wait for him privately, and endeavour- 
ed to fupplant him; or that purfued him clofely, 
and preffed upon his heels, juft ready to deftroy 
him; yet even then he fignifies he fhould not fear : 
and then the fenfe is the fame with P/al. xxvii. 1, 
2, 3. to which agree the Syriac and Arabic ver- 
fions, which render it, the iniquity of mine enemies ; 


° Spy ry iniquitas fupplantatorum meorum, Gejerus ; infidiatorum meorum, fome in Vatablus. ” 
opprediorum, i. e, iniquiflimi mei oppreflores ambiunt me, Gejerus, 
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or, when my enemies furround me: and it may be 
literally rendered, when iniquity furrounds me at my 
heels? ; that is, when men, who are iniquity itfelf;, 
encompafs me, are at my heels, ready to feize me, 
I will not fear. 7 
¥. 6. They that truft in their wealth, 8c.) In 
their outward force, power and ftrength; their 
horfes, chariots and armies; fee P/a/, xxxiii. 16. 
and xx. 7. J/a. xxxi. 1. or in their worldly goods 
and fubftance; which feems to be the fenfe of the 
word here, as appears from ¥. 10. To /ruf in 
them, is to fet the é¢ye and heart upon them }-or 
to take up reft in them, to depend on them, to 
the neglect of divine providence, with refpect to fu- 
ture living in this world; and to expect eternal 
happinefs hereafter, becaufe favoured with many 
earthly enjoyments here: fo to do is evil. Where- 
fore the Targum is, Wo to the wicked that tru in 
their fubftance. And it is alfo very weak and foolifh 
to truft in riches, fince they are uncertain, are here 
to-day and gone to-morrow; and are unfatisfying, 
he that has much would ftill have more: nor can 
they deliver from evil, from prefent judgments, 
from the fword, the peftilence, and famine; nor 
from death, nor from the future judgment, and 
wrath to come; and are often injurious to the fpi- 
ritual and-eternal welfare of men; fee 1 Timi. vi. 9, 
10; 17. Mark x. 24. And boajt themfelves in the 
multitude of their riches ; of their acquifition of them 
by their own diligence and induftry ; and of their 
having them becaufe of fome peculiar virtue and 
excellency in themfelves ; and of the abundance of 
them. Such rejoicing and boafting is evil; fince 
riches are the gifts of God, the bleffings of his pro- 
vidence; and are often beftowed on perfons neither 
wife nor diligent, and much lefs deferving; fee Fer. 
ix. 23. The whole may be applied to the Romijb 
Antichrift and his followers, who truft in and 
boaft of their temporal riches, which in one hour 
will come to nought, Rev. xviii, 7,17. and of 
the treafure of the church, of merit, and works 
of fupererogation ; with all which they cannot re- 
deem one foul from ruin and deftruétion, as fol- 
lows : $3:4 
y. 7. None of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, &c.] That is, with their fubfiance or 
riches, as the Targum and Farchi fupply. Some, 
according to the order of the words in the original, 
render them, @ brother redeeming cannot redeem a 
man, Or any one: but, as Aben Ezra obferves, 
MN 2 brother, is the effect, and woe a man, is 
the efficient. The Zargum is, His brother that is 
a captive, aman redeeming cannot redeem with bis 
fubftance, or by any means redeem. Indeed a 
rich man may redeem his brother from debt, or 
from a prifon, into which he is caft for it, by. pay- 
ing his debts for him; or from thraldom and bond- 
age, being taken captive and becoming a prifoner 
of war, by giving a ranfom for him. This he may 
do with refpect to man ; but with refpeé&t to Ge 
he cannot with all his riches pay the debts he owes 
to the law and juftice of God; nor free him from 
his bondage to fin, Satan, and the law, by whom 
he is held a captive. The fenfe here is, that he 
cannot redeem him from death ; he cannet, with 
all his money, fecure him from dying; nor wher 
dead, bring him back from the grave; and much ~ 
lefs deliver him from eternal death, 01 
come; this only God can do, f 15. 
ive to God a ranfom for him; a ranfom to redeem 
feos fin, and © fon the curfe of the law and e-. 
ternal 
__-® Tniguitas 


# So Cocceius ; and fome in Michaelis, = 
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ternal death, muft be given to God, againft whom 
fin is committed, the Lawgiver that is able to fave 
and deftroy; whofe law is tranfgrefled by it, and 
mutt be fulfilled ; and whofe juftice is affronted and 
injured, and mutt be fatisfied ; and who is the cre- 
ditor to whom men are debtors, and therefore the 
payment muft be made to him. Hence our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, the Redeemer of his people; paid the 
ranfom-price to God, and offered himéfelf a facri- 
fice to him; fee Epbef.v. 2. Rev. v. 9, But this 
_ranfom is not of man’s giving, but of God’s ; it is 
of his finding out in his infinite wifdom : he fet 
forth and fent forth Chrift to be the ranfom or pro- 
pitiation*, as the word here ufed fignifies ; and 
Chrift came to give his life and himfelf a ranfom 
for many, and is the propitiation for their fins: 
and this is a fufficient.one, a plenteous redemp- 
tion, and there needs no other, nor is there any o- 
ther ; there were typical atonements under the 
Jaw, but there is no real atonement, propitiation 
or ranfom, but by the precious blood of Chrift ; 
not by corruptible things, as filver and gold; with 
thefe a man cannot give to God a ranfom for him- 
felf, or for his brother. 

¥.8. For the redemption of their foul is precious, 
&c.] Or heavy’, it is, as farchi obferves, bea- 
vier than their fubftance : it is too weighty a matter 
for the richeft man in the world to engage in; he 
is not equal to it; his riches are not an equivalent 
to the redemption of a foul which has finned, and 
which is of more worth than the whole world; 
what shall a man give in exchange for bis foul? or 
another for him? all the fubftance of his houfe 
would be utterly defpifed. It requires a greater 
price for the redemption of it than gold and filver, 
and therefore it is impoffible to be obtained by any 
fuch means ; and which may be the fenfe of the 
word here, as Farchi and Kimchi interpret it; and 
fo it is ufed for that which is rare, difficult, yea 
impoffible, not to be found or come at, in 1 Sam. 
iii. 1, Dan. ii. 10, 11... The only price of redemp- 
tion of the foul is the precious blood of Chrift, 
his life is the ranfom-price, yea he himfelf, 1 Peter 
i. 18,19. Matt. xx. 28. 1 Tim. ii. 5. nor is the re- 
demption of the foul poffible upon any other foot. 
And it ceafeth for ever, that is, the redemption of 
the foul ; it muft have ceafed, it could never have 
been accomplifhed, had not Chrift undertook it and 
performed it; he has obtained eternal redemption, 
and in him we have it, and in no other. Or the 
words may be rendered, and he ceafeth for ever; 
the brother whofe foul or life is to be redeemed, he 
dies; fee P/al. xii. 1. and dies the fecond and eter- 
nal death, for ought his brother can do for him, 
with all his riches ; or he that attempts to redeem 
him, he leaves off for ever ‘*; fee Pfal.xxxvi. 3. whe- 
ther he will or no, as Farchi obferves; he ceafes 
from redeeming his brother ; he finds he cannot do 
it; his endeavours are vain and fruitlefs. Some 
join and connect thefe words with the following, 
and it ceafeth for ever, that be fhould ftill live for 
ever, &c, that is, it is impoffible that fuch an one 
by fuch means fhould live for ever. Guffetius * ren- 
ders and interprets the words re to another fenfe, 
But the redemption of their foul /ball come ; the true 
redemption-price by Chrift; and which being once 
paid and perfectly done, ceafeth for ever, and fhall 
never be required more; fo that he for whom it is 
made, /hall live for ever, as inthe next verfe ; which 
is a truly evangelic fenfe. 


¥ 155 propitiationem fuam, Pagninus, Montanus, 
Montanus, Vatablus, _ « Ebr, Comment. p. 345, 
Vor. IIL. Ne 22. 
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¥. 9. That be foould fill live for ever, &c.] Or 
though be /bould live, &c.“ Though the rich man 
fhould live ever fo long, a thoufand years twice 
told, as in Eecle/. vi. 6. yet he could not in all this 
time, with all his riches, redeem his brother; and 
at laft muft die himfelf, and fo muft his brother 
too, as his own experience and obfervation may af- 
fure him, ¥.10. Or the meaning is, he cannot fo 
redeem his brother, or give to God a ranfom for 
him, that he fhould live a corporal life for ever, 
and never die ; fince all men die, wife men and 
fools, rich and poor; and much lefs that he fhould 
live and enjoy an eternal life; as the Targum ;.a life 
of happinefs and blifs hereafter, which is not to be 
obtained by gold and filver, but is the pure gift of 
God. And xot fee corruption ; the grave, the pit 
of corruption, the houfe appointed for all living 
or the judgment of bell, according to the Chaldee pa- 
raphrafe. 

y. 10. For he feeth that wife men die, &c.) This 
is a reafon convincing the rich man, that with all 
his riches he cannot redeem his brother from death; 
fince he muft fee, by daily and conftant experience, 
that none are exempted from dying, no not even 
the wife man; and therefore not the rich, fince 
wifdom is better than riches, and is faid to give life, 
Ecclef. vii. 12. and yet wife men die, yea Solomon, 
the wifeft of men died. Worldly wife men, fuch 
who are wifer in their generation than the children 
of light, know how to get money and eftates, and 
to provide for futurity;.and yet cannot fecure them- 
felves from death: men that are wife in natural 
things, know the fecrets of nature, the conftitution 
of human bodies, what is proper to preferve health 
and life, as philofophers and phyficians, and yet 
cannot deliver themfelves from death: wife politi- 
cians, prudent magittrates, inftructers of mankind 
in all the branches of ufeful knowledge, who are 
profitable to themfelves and others, .and are the 
moft deferving to live becaufe of ufefulnefs, yet 
thefe die as well as others: fuch as are, fpiritually 
wife, wife unto falvation, who know themielves, 
and know Chrift, whom to know is life eternal ; 
and the wifeft among them, fuch as are capable of 
teaching others the hidden and myfterious. wifdom 
of God; even thefe wife men and prophets do not 
live for ever. The Zargum interprets this of wicked 
wife men, adjudged to hell ;. or as it is in the king’s 
Bible, ‘* the wicked wife’ men, who die the fecond 
‘* death 5” fee Rev. il. 14. and xx. 6, and xxi, 8. 
and are adjudged to hell. Likewife the fool and 
the brutifh perfon perifh ; the worldly fool,who trufts , 
in his riches, and boatts of them ; his foul is at once 
required of him. ‘The atheiftical fool, who fays 
there is no God, no judgment, no future ftate; 
has made a covenant with death, and with hell is 
at an agreement; this covenant does not ftand, he 
dies, and finds himfelf dreadfully miftaken: the 
fool that is fo immorally, who makes a mock at 
fin, a jeft of religion, and puts away the evil day 
far from him ; his great wickednefs to which he is 
given, fhall not deliver him from death. Every 
man is become brutifh in his knowledge; but there 
are fome among the people more brutifh than o- 
thers, who are as natural brute beafts, and thall ut- 
terly perifh in their own corruptions. The wife 
good man dies, but perifhes not; he inherits eter- 
nal life ; but the wicked fool and brute not only 
perifh by death, but are punifhed with everlafting 
deftruction in foul and body. And leave their wealth 
to 


* V9 gravis, De Dieu, Michaelis. t S971 define, 
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to others, they cannot carry it with them, fo that 
it will be of no fervice to them after death any more 
than at it: if the judge could be bribed by gold, 
as he cannot, they will not have it with them to do 
it; they came into the world naked, and fo they 
will go out, and carry nothing with them, but 
leave all behind them; either to their babes, their 
children and heirs, P/al. xvii. 14. or to ftrangers, 
they know not who; and if they do, they do not 
know whether they will ‘be wife men or fools, or 
what ufe they will make of it, P/a/. xxxix. 6. Ec- 
elef. ii. 18, 19. 

y.11. Their inward thought is, that their boufes 
fhall continue for ever, &c.] This is the thought 
of their hearts, what they fecretly imagine, and 
conclude within themfelves ; either that their fa- 
milies, which may be meant by their houfes, fee 
2 Sam. iii. 1. fhall continue in fucceeding ages to 
the end of the world, to inherit their poffeffions, 
and perpetuate their name; though often {o it is, 
that great families become extinét, and the feed of 
the wicked is cut off: or that their magnificent 
buildings, which they have erected to dwell in, and 
for their honour and glory, fhall abide for ever; 
though in a little time, fo it is by one means or an- 
other, like the buildings of the temple, not one 
ftone is left upon another. Or the words may be 
rendered, i# the midft of them (their heirs to whom 
they leave their wealth) their boufes /hall remain for 
ever, fo Aben Ezra; that is, fo they fancy they 
will; but this is not always true, for fine houfes 
and large eftates belonging to them, often pafs in- 
to other hands and families. The word epa%p 
rendered their inward part, by a tranfpofition of 
two letters in it, may be read Canap their graves, 
as Aben Ezra, Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve ; 
and to this fenfe the Targum, Septuagint, Vulgate 
Latin, Syriac and Arabic verfions render the words : 
and then the meaning is, that of all the houfes they 
have built or been poffeffed of, they have only one 
left, and that is the grave; in which they fhall 
_ dwell until the refurreétion, and therefore is called 

a long home, Ecclef. xii. 5. fee Fob xvii. 13. and 
xxx. 23. And their dwelling-places to all genera- 
tions; which fignify the fame as before. They 
call their lands after their own names; as Egypt was 
called Mizraim, Ethiopia was called Cu/b, and Pa- 
leftine Canaan, from men who were the firft pof- 
feffors of them, Gen. x. 6. Or they proclaim their 
names throughout the land*; they feek to get a 
name, and fpread and continue it in all parts of the 
world’; being unconcerned about their names being 
written in heaven, or about having an houfe not 
made with hands eternal there. 

y. 12. Neverthele/s, man being in honour, a- 
bideth not, &c.] Or Adam: and fome underftand 
this of the firft man Adam, who was created and 
crowned with glory and honour; but it did not abide 
with him, nor he in that: fo fome Jewifh writers 
interpret it. But whether the words will admit of 
this fenfe or no, the general view of the pfalmift, 
which is to fhew the inconftancy and inftability of 

-worldly honour, may be exemplified in the cafe of 
the firft man; he was in honour, he was created 
after the image and ‘likenefs of God, and fo was 
the glory of God, being his image; he was in 
friendfhip with God, as many inftances fhew, and 
had dominion over all the creatures below; he had 
much knowledge of God, and communign with 
him, and was a pure, holy, and upright creature ; 


So Pifcator, Gejerus, Michaelis. 
non pernoétabit, Montanus, Amama; fo Ainfworth, 
ipforum, Cocceius, Gejerus; ftolida fiducia vel fpes, Michaelis. 
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but he continued not long in this ftate of ‘honour 
and glory ; be lodged not a night*, as the words - 
may be rendered; fee Gen, xxviii. 11. and as they - 
are by fome, who conclude from hence, that 4dam 
fell the fame day in which he was created; and 
which is the fenfe of the above Jewifh writers, who 
fay, he was driven out of paradifé the evening of 
that day : but though he might ftand longer, and 
the word is fometimes ufed of’ a longer continu- 
ance ; fee Pfal. xxv. 13. yet by the aceount in Ge- 
nefis, it looks as if he continued in his ftate of ho- 
nour but a fhort time. He 2s like the beasts that 
perifo, becoming mortal in his body, and brutifh 
and ftupid in his underftanding. Or, be is ltke the 
beajts, they peri/b, or are cut off *; the word being 
in the plural number, which fhews that not a fingle 
individual perfon is meant, but men in general 5 
or however, fuch of the fons of Adam that came 
to honour: thefe do not abide long in it, their ho- 
nour is a very fhort-lived one, fometimes it does 
not laft their lives: they that are in high places, 
are in flippery ones, and are often caft down from 
the pinnacle of honour in a moment; and if their 
glory does abide with them throughout the day of 
life, yet it fhall not lodge with them in the night 
of the grave ; thither their glory fhall not defeend 
after them, ¥. 17. and when they die, they perifh 
like the beafts ; as they are like them in life, ftu- 
pid, brutifh and ignorant, fo in death; as the beaft 
dies, fo do they, Ecclef iii..19. as the one dies 
without any thought of or preparation for death, 
fo do the other ; as the one carries nothing along 
with it, fo neither do the other: as beafts that die 
of themfelves, for fuch are here meant, as Junius 
well obferves, are good for nothing but to be caft 
into the ditch ; fo are wicked men, notwithftand- 
ing all their riches and honour; yea, it is worfe 
with them than with the’ beafts, fince after death 
comes judgment, and after that the fecond death, 
the wrath of God. ¢ At ss ; 

¥. 13. This their way is their folly, &c.) ‘This 
their laft end becoming like the beafts that perifh, 
which is the iffte and event of all their confidence, 
ambition, and honour, ‘fhews’ the folly of their 
lives and conduct : or this their courfe of life, in 
trufting to their riches ; boafting of their wealth ; 
pleafing themfelves with the thoughts of the con- 
tinuance of their houfes and dwelling-places to all 
generations ; and calling their lands after their own 
names; all proclaim their folly. Or, as fome ren- 
der the words, ¢bis their way is their hope Or confi- 
dence»; they place all their hope and confidence 
in their riches and honour, which is but a vain 
hope, and a foolifh confidence. Yet their pofterity 
approve their fayings. Selah, they are of the fame 
fentiments with their fathers; they fay the fame 
things, and do the fame actions; tread in their 
fteps, and follow the fame track; though there 
have been fuch innumerable inftances of the va- 
nity and inconftancy of all worldly ich aS 
grandeur. | i. 

¥.'14. Like fheep they are laid in the gr ue, & 
They are not in life like fheep, harmlefs an 
cent ; nor reckoned as fuch for the flaugh 
people of God are ; unlefs it be that they are 
them, brutifh and ftupid, thoughtlefs of death 
unconcerned about their eftate after it; and f 
and go into the grave, like natural brute bealts, 
made to-be taken and‘deftroyed, 2 Pet. ii, 12. or 


» Pet. ji, 
rather like fheep that have os aes g in good 
; . " palture 
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pafture in the day-time, at night are put into 4 
dark and narrow pinfold ; fo wicked rich men, 
having lived in great abundance and plenty in the 
day of life, when the night of death comes, they 
are put into the dark and narrow grave. And it 
is further to be obferved, tliat the comparifon. is 
not to fheep prepared for flaughter, and killed for 
food; for thefe are not laid in a ditch, to which 
the grave may anfwer; but, as Zunius obferves, to 
thofe that die of themfelves; to rotten fheep, and 
who are no other than carrion, and are good for 
nothing but to be caft intoaditch; fo wicked men 
are laid in the grave ; but as to be laid’in the grave 
is common to good and bad after death, rather the 
words fhould be rendered, like /heep they are laid in 
bell *; asthe word is in P/al. ix. 17. a place of ut- 
ter darknefs and mifery, where the wicked rich 
man was put when he died, Luke xvi. 19, 225 23: 
Death fhall feed on them; or rule them*; as fhep- 
herds rule their flocks, in imitation of whom kings 
govern their fubjects; the fame word is ufed of 
both ; and fo death is reprefented as a king, or ra- 
ther as a tyrant reigning over the fons of men; even 
over kings and princes, and the great men of the 
earth, who have reigned over others; fee Rom, 
_v.14. or fhall feed them", as the fhepherd feeds the 
fheep; not by leading them into green paftures, 
into the E//ian fields; but where a drop of water 
cannot be obtained to cool the tongue; into utter 
darknefs, where are weeping, wailing, and gnafh- 
ing of teeth ; into the apartments of hell, and ha- 
bitations of devils, to be guefts with them, ‘and 
live as they do: or /hall feed on them, as the wolf 
on the fheep, devouring their ftrength, and con- 
fuming their bodies, Hob xviii. 13. but.as this is no 
other than what it does to every one, rather the fe- 
cond, or an eternal death is here meant; the wrath 
of God, the worm that is always gnawing, eating 
and confuming, and never dies. And the upright 
foall bave dominion over them in the morning ; the 
upright are fuch to whom the uprightnefs, or righ- 
teoutnefs of Chrift is fhewn or imputed, and who 
have right fpirits Tene GA and principles of grace 
and holinefs formed in them, and walk uprightly 
in their lives and converfations ; thefe, in the morn- 
ing of the refurreétion-day, when Chrift the Sun 
of righteoufnefs hall arife, when the light of joy 
and gladnefs (hall break forth ‘upon his coming, at 
the beginning of the day of the Lord, which will 
laft a thoufand years; they, the dead in Chrift, rif- 
ing firft, fhall, during that time, reign with him 
as kings and priefts,; when the wicked, being de- 
ftroyed in the general conflagration, fhall become 
the footftool of Chrift, and be like afhes under the 
foles of the feet of his people; and the kingdom, 
the dominion, and the greatnefs of the ‘kingdom 
under the whole heaven, fhall be given to the faints ; 
fee r Theff. iv. 16. Rev. xx. 5, 6. Mal. iv. 2, 3: 
Dan. vii. 27. and though this is a branch of the 
happinefs and. glory of the people of God, yet it 
is here mentioned as an ageravation of the mifery 
of the wicked, who,. in another ftate, will be fab- 
"ject to thofe they have tyrannized over heres ~And 
» their beauty foall confume in the grave from their 
dwelling ; or their form’ and figure; difeafes often 
deftroy the beauty of a man, death changes his 
countenance, and makes a greater alteration ftill ; 


© SiNw in inferno, V.L. Pagninus, Montanus, Gejerus, Michaelis; fo Ainfworth. 
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but the grave takes away the very form and figure 
of the man; or, as it is in the keri, or margin of 
the Hebrew text, and their rock foall confume* ;. 
that is, their riches; which are their rock, fortrefs, 
and ftrong city, and in which they place their truft 
and confidence ; thefe fhall fail them) when they 
come tothe grave, which is their dwelling, and is 
the houfe appointed for all living: and feeing it is 
fo, rather this fhould be underftood of Aell®, which 
will be the everlafting manfion of wicked men, 
and in which they will be punifhed in fou] and bo- 
dy for ever ; though rather the fenfe is, when their 
rock, i. e. Chrift, fhall come to confume the grave, 
and deftroy its power ; when he; I fay, {hall come 
out of bis habitation, heaven, then fhall the righ- 
teous have the dominion, 1 The//. iv. 16.- 

¥. 15. But God will redeem my foul from the 
power of the grave, &c.| The ptalmift expréfies 
his faith, that though he fhould die, and for a 
while be under the power of the grave, yet he fhould 
be redeemed from it in the refurrection; which to 
the faints will be she day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30. 
their bodies then will be redeemed from mortality, 
wealknefs, corruption, and. difhonour, which at- 
tend them now, and in the grave; and which will 
be in confequence of the redemption both of their 
fouls and bodies; through the blood of Chrift ; 
fee Hof. xii. 14. or the words may be rendered; 
but God will redeem my foul from the power of bell ; 
and fo the Targum, ** David {aid by the fpitit of 
*¢ prophecy, but God will redeem my foul from 
“the judgment of hell;’’ that is, will keep and 
preferve from the fecond death, from being hurt by 


}it, or from its having any power over him; and 


Chrift, who is the Redeemer of his: people, and 
who being God over all, is an able and mighty 
one, has redeemed the fouls of his from wrath to 
come; hell; or the fecond death, by deftroying fin, 
the caufe of it, by fatisfying the Law, the miniftra- 
tion of it, and by abolifhing death itfelf; ali which 
he has done by giving himfelf a ranfom-price’for 
them; whereby he has procured the redemption 
which rich men, with: all their gold and filver, 
could never obtain for themfelves or others. The 
reafon why ‘the pfalmift believed Chrift would do 
this for him, follows. For be hail receive me. Se- 
lab. ot, for he hath received me's into His arms 
of love, into his grace and favour; which ‘he does 
openly at. converfion, and in. effectual vocation ; 


}men being drawn to’ Chrift by the cords of love, 
/come'to him, «and are received by him, who cafts 


none out; and the argument from hence is very 


‘trong, that, fuch whom Chrift receives: by his 


grace, he will redeem from the grave, or raife at 
the laft day to the refurrection of life: or, for be 


‘will réceive me; as he does the fouls of his people 


to glory at death, when, during their feparate ftate, 
they will be happy with him, and takes their bo-. 
dies into his care and cuftody ; from whence it may 
be ftrongly concluded, he will raife them up again 


at the refurrection-morn, and then will: receive’ 
them foul and body to hinvfelf, and prefent them 


to his'Father, and introduce them into his king- 


dom and glory; wherefore, as in ¥. 5. the good 
‘man has no reafon to fear any thing in the day of 
evil; for when it goes ever fo ill with others, “ic is 


well with him. “Ihe Zargum in the king’s Bible 
ba dan ‘ gi ; ; is, 
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is, ** he will lead me into his part or portion in the 
** world to come.” . 

y. 16, Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, 
&c.} Who before was poor, or not fo rich; but 
now become fo, either by inheritance, or by his 
own diligence and induftry, through the permiffion 
of providence. This is to be underftood, not of 
a good man, from whom oppreffion is not to 
be feared ; but it may be hoped he will do good 
with his riches, by relieving the poor, and minif- 
tring to the fupport of the intereft of religion, and 
ufing what power and authority he may have in de- 
fence of it: but it is to be interpreted of a wicked 
man; of one who neither fears God, nor regards 
man; who makes an ill ufe of his riches, power, 
and authority, to the oppreffion of the poor, and 
the perfecution of the faints, and who feeks to be 
feared, when he is not loved; fee Prov. xxviii. 12, 
28.°and xxix. 2. but the people of God fhould 
not be afraid when this is the cafe, fince God is 
their ftrength, their light, and their falvation ; and 
fince wicked men can go no further than permitted, 
and at moft can do no more than kill the body ; 
fee Pfal. xxvii. 1—3. Matt. x. 28. thefe words 
are an apoftrophe of the pfalmift, either to his own 
foul, or to the faints, and:every particular believ- 
er. When the glory of his houfe is increafed; either 
the fame. with riches, focalled, Geu. xxxi. 1. Rev. 
Xxi. 24, 26. becaufe men are apt to glory in them, 
and for the moft part obtain honour and glory 
from men by them; or children, and an increafe 
of them, and efpecially. when they come to ho- 
nour; as alfo the advancement of themfelves to 
high places of honour and truft; as well as addi- 
tional buildings, large, ftately edifices, to make 
them look great, and perpetuate their names. 

¥. 17. For when be dieth, he fall carry nothing 
away, &c.] Such men, with all their riches and 
honour, muft die; therefore why fhould men be 
atraid of them ? or wherein are they to be account- 
ed of, whofe breath is in their noftrils? nor can 
they carry either of them with them ; their riches 
will be of no profit to them after death, when they 
will be upon a level with the poor, who. will have 
nothing to fear from them ; fee 1 Tim. vi. 7. His 
glory foall not defcend after bim, either into the 
grave, the pit of corruption, the lower part of the 
earth, where kings, princes, counfellors and pea- 
fants, are all alike, Fob ili. 14, 15, 19. or into 
hell, where are no titles of honour, nor refpect of 
perfons ; no Pharaoh king of Egypt, or Sennache- 
vib king of Affyria there ; but plain Pharaoh, &c. 
fee Ezek, XXXil. 31, 32. 


PSALM = L. pte ey 
A pfalm of Afaph. viss 


HIS pfalm is called a pfalm of Afaph ; either 
becaufe it was compofed by him under di- 

-vine infpiration, fince he was a prophet and a feer, 
1 Chron. xxv. 2. 2 Chron, xxix. 30. or becaufe it 
was delivered to him to be fung in public fervice, 
he being a chief mufician ; fee 1 Chron. xvi. 7. and 
fo it may be rendered, a pfalm for Afaph ; or unto 
Afaph°; which was direéted, fent, and delivered 
to him, and might be wrote by David; and, as 
Junius thinks, atter the angel had appeared to him, 


k “TN atque celebraverint te, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
- ® Ufque ad xtatem, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, 


= \I—"y ad habitationem, Gejerus. 
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¥.18. Though while be lived, he bleffed his fiul, 
&c,] Praifed and extolled himifelfon account of 
his acquifitions and merit ; or’ proclaimed himfelf 
an happy man, becaufe of his wealth and riches 5 or 


foolifhly flattered himfelf with peace, profperity, 
and length of days, and even with honour and 


glory after death. And men will praife thee when 
thou doft well to thyfelf; or but * men will praife thee, 
&c. both rich and poor, all wife men; when, as 
the Jewith interpreters ’ generally explain the word, 
aman regards true wifdom and religion, and is 
concerned for the welfare of his foul more chan that 
of his body ; or when thou thyfelf docft well, that 
is, to others, doing acts of beneficence, commu- 
nicating to the neceffities of the poor; or rather, 
when thou doeft well to thyfelf, by enjoying the 
good things of life, taking his portion, eating the 
fruit of his labour, which is good and comely ; fee, 
Eccl, v. 18 —20. and vi. 1, 2. and xi. 9. 

y.19. He fhall go to the generation of bis fathers, 
&c.] Be gathered to them at death; or to the 
dwelling-place of bis fathers™; either the grave, or 
hell, or both ; the habitation of his wicked ancef- 
tors: unlefs the words be rendered, as they are by 
fome, though be /Zall come to the age of bis fathers” ; 
live as long as they have done ; yet he muft die at 
laft, and leave all behind, as they have done. . They « 


Jfoall never fee light ; neither/he nor his fathers ; they 


fhall never fee the light of the fin any more, nor 
return to the licht of the living, but fhall lie in the 
dark and filent grave until the refurrection ; or ra- 
ther, they fhall never enjoy eternal light, glory, and 
happinefs.. The ultimate ftate ‘of glory is fome- 
times expreffed by /ight, John viii, 12. Col. i. 12. 
this the people of God, fuch who are made light 
in the Lord, and’are’the children of the day, fhall 
fee ; but wicked men fhall not; they will be caft 
into outer darknefs, where are weeping, wailing, 
and gnafhing of teeth. 

y¥. 20. Man that is in honour, &c.] A wicked 
man; as the Zargum; fee the noteon ¥. 12, And- 
underfiandeth not; from whence his riches and ho- 
nour come, and what ufe he fhould make of them, 
and for what end he has ‘them ; or that underfiand- 
eth not fpiritual things, which relate to the falva- 
tion of his foul ; who does not know God in Chrift, 
nor the way of falvation by Chrift; nor has any ~ 
experience of the work of the Spirit of God upon 
his foul ; nor has any fpiritual underftanding of the 
doétrines of the gofpel; nor knows himfelf, his 
{tate and condition, and’ what true happinefS is, 7s 
like the beasts that peri/b ; fee the note on y. 12, 


: ee 
and he. was directed where he thould build an altar 


to the Lord, 1 Chron, xxi. 18. The Ze gum, 
Kimchi, and R. Obadiah Gaon, interpret this 


pfalm .of the day. of 1ucement and be 
takes it to be a prophecy of the future redemp- 
tion by their expected Meffiah ; and d it 
does refer to the times of the gofpel-di on; 


for it treats of the calling of the Gentiles, of the ab- 


rogation of legal facrifices, and of the controverfy the 


Lord would have with the Jews for retaining them, 
and © 
i Jarchi, Aben Ezra, Kimchi & Ben i a 


Afaph, Tigurine verfion, Vatablus ; Afapho, Junius & Tremellins, Pifcater; fo Ainfivorth. 


a 


and rejecting pure, fpiritual, and evangelical wor- 


er than the children of nien; he is moré glotious 
fhip. ei ZU 


'| than the angels in heaven :.'as Mediator, he is full 
of grace and truth, which’ makes him ‘vety lovely 
and amiable to his people : he is the’expreis image 
of his: Father*s perfon ; and the glory of all the di- 
vine perfections is confpicuous in his ‘work of falva- 
tion; as well as in himfelf : now as hé was to come 
out of Zion, Pfal. xiv. 7. that is; not from the fort 
of \ Zion, or city of Yerufalem; for he was’to be 
born at Bethlebem ;. only hé was to be of thé Jews, 
and {pring from them ; fo he fhone‘out, or his ap- 
pearance;and manifeftation in’ Z/rael’ was like the 
rifing fun ; fee Mal. iv. 2. Luke i. 78,79. and the 
love and kindnefs of God in the miffion and’ gift of 
| him, appeared and fhofie out in like manner, Tit. 
| iii. 4. cor’ élfe the gofpel may be meant, “which has 
a beauty -in it: it is a glorious: gofpel,’ and holds 
forth the beauty and glory of Chrift. All truth is 
lovely and-amiable, efpecially evangelical truth : it 
has.a divine beauty on it; it comes from God, and 
bears his imprefs 5 yea, it is a perfection of ‘beauty : 
it contains \a perfeét plan of truth, and’ is able to 
make:the man-of God perfeét; and this was to come 
out of Zion; Ifai. ii. 3: ‘and’ which great light firft 
arofe in Fudea; and froth thence fhone out in’ the 
Gentile: world, like the fun if/all its Tuftre and glo- 
ry, Vit. ii. rt. or, according to our verfion, God 
hath foinedout of Zion; which, as Ben‘ Melech’ on 
the text obferves, is the perfection of Beauty ;’ fee 
Lam, iit 5. by which is'meant the church under 
the gofpel-difpenfation, Heb. xii. 22.’ which, ‘as in 
gofpelyorder, is exceeding beautiful ; and’ as’ its 
members: are adorned with the graces of ‘the Spirit, 
by Which they are all glorious: within 5 and _efpe- 
ciallyas ‘they are clothed ‘with the righteoufmefs ‘of 
-Chrift, and. fo are “perfectly éomely through the 
 comelinefs he’ hath put upon them’; ‘and'here it is 
that Chrift, who is thé great God, and our Saviour, 
fhines: forth upon his ‘people, grants his gracious 
prefente;:and *manifefts himfelf in his ordinances, to 
their gréat joy and 'pleafure: 7" 9. 80 Pee” 
| yi gu Our God fhall come, 8c.) That is, Chrift, 
who is ‘truly and properly God, and who was pro- 
mifed and ‘expected as'a'diviné perfon ; atid which 
was ‘neceflary on account of the work he*caime a- 
bout’! afd: beliévers jclaimi an ‘intereft’ in him as 
their'God’s' and he jdltheit Géd inwhom they truft, 
and«whom they worfhip: and ‘this coming of his 
listo be wnderftood, not of his coming in’ the flefh ; 
‘forithough' that was promifed, believed, and:pray- 
‘ed for; :asothefe words are ‘by fome rendered, ‘may 
our'God'come™; yet at his firft coming he was filent, 
‘his-voice was not heard in the ftreets, Marth. xii. 
rg. nor did any fire or tempeft’ attend that: nor is 
‘it to beiinterpreted of his*fecond ‘coming, or com- 
ing to judgment ; aT though that alfo is promifed, 
believed; and prayed for ;. and when he will not be 
‘filent, but by his voice will taife the dead, fummon’ 
allbefore:him, and pronounce the fentéence’ on all; 
andthe world, and all that is therein, will be burnt 
with fire; ‘and a horrible tempeft rained upon the 
wicked ;»yet' it is’ better to underftand it of his’. 
coming'to fét'up his kingdom in the'world, and 
to punith ‘his’ profefling people for their. difbelief 
| atid irejeGtion’of hinys {te Matth. xvi. 28. Heb. x. 
37. And: foal not ‘keep filence; contain himfelf, 
bear: with the Jews any longer, but come forth in 
his wrath againft them ; ‘fee y. 21, 22. and itmay 
alfo denote the great found of the gofpel, and the 
very public miniftration of it in the Gentile world, 


¥. 1, The mighty God, &cc,] .In the Hebrew text 
sitis El, Elobim, which Yarchi-renders the God: of 
gods; that is, of angels; who, are fo,called, P/al. 
Vili. 5. and xcvii. 7. fo.,Chrift,,.who,is God.over, 
all, is over them;, he.is their Creator; and -the-ob- 
ject of their..worthip, Heb, is6, 7. or of kings, 
princes, judges, and. all. civil magiftratés, ‘called 
gods, Pal. |xxxii. 1,6. ,and fo Kimohz interprets 
the phrafe, here Fudge of judges. \Chriftis\King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, by. whom, they reign 
and judge, and to. whom, they, are, accountable. 
‘The Largum renders. it. the mighty .God,.as:we dos 
which is the title and name of Chrift.in J/a ix: 6. 
and well agrees with him,,as appears by his»works 
of creation, providence, and redemption, and-by 
his government of his church and people: . by 
all the grace, ftrength,. afliftance and ptefervation 
they have from ,him now, and by all that glory 
and happinefs they will be brought’ unto, by him 
hereafter, when raifed from,the,dead, according to 
his mighty power... It is added, , Evemshe Lord, 
hath {poken ;, or. Febovab, | Some. have’ obferved, 
that theie three names,..4/, Elobim, .Febovab, here 
mentioned, have three, very,diftinctive accents fet 
to them, and which being joined to a verb, fingular 
337, ath fpoken, contains the myftery. ofithe Tri- 
nity of perfons in the unity..of,thedivine Effence; 
fee Fo/b.. xxii. 22. though rather, all. the names be- 
long to Chrift, the Son of God, and who.is Febo- 
vah our Righteoufnels, and to whom, he’! being the 
eternal Logos, fpeech is very,\properly  afcribed: 
He hath fpoken for the elect in the council and coz 
Yenant, of .grace and) peace, that they, might »be 
given to him; and.on their behalf, that. they might 
have grace and glory, and he:might be: their Sure- 
ty, Saviour, and Redeemer..;..He hath f{poken all 
things out of nothing in creation: he {poke -with 
Mofes at the giving of the Law on mount'Sinai: 
he, the,angel. of God’s: prefence,. {poke for the Old 
Teftament-faints, and {poke.good and comfortable 
words unto them : he hath-fpokeni in his :own:per- 
~ {on here on earth, .and fuch,words, afid with fuch 
authority, as,neyer man. did 54nd he has fpoken (in, 
his judgments, and. providences againft the Jews 
and he now fpeaks in his gofpel by his minifters.:! 
whereforeit follows,.... And called the earth frontthe 
rifing...of the jun unto the going down thereof ;-which 
may. be. confidered as.a.preface, exciting, atten 
tion to what, is, after fpoken,, as, being of moment 
and importance ; fee Deut.,xxxil., x.\ or as\ calling 
the earth, .and fo the heavens, y+ 4. to:bé, witnefles 
of the. juftnefs and equity. of his, dealings with ‘the 
Jews, for their rejection of him, and his gofpel ;: fee 


Deut.iv. 26.%0r, rather, as,a, call; to the inhabitants! 
of the earth to hear the. gofpel, ,which, hadats:ac- 
complifhment in. the. times,of the apoftles 5. when 
Chrilt having a people, notin Judea only, but in 
the feveral parts of,the.world, from eaft.to weft, 
fent them into. all the, world with his gofpel,cand by: 
it effectually called them through his.grace s: and 
churches, were ‘planted every where, to the chonour 
of his name,5,,compare, with this Mal. inra.) |. 
“Yi Qe Out, of Zion, the. perfection. of beauty:God 
bath foined.\.;,Or foall fhine?, the pat for the fu: 
ture, as Kimchi oblerves ; or the perfection of the. 
beauty of. God bath» fhined out of Zion; that is, 
Chrift ; he is the perfection of beauty 5" he is fair 


‘ s #8 
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at or before this time, for the enlargement of 
Chrift’s kingdom in it. 4 fire fhall devour before 
bim, meaning either the fire of the divine word 
making its way among the Gentiles, confuming 
their idolatry, fuperftition, &c. or rather the fire 
of divine wrath coming upon the Jews to the ut- 
termoft ; and even it may be literally underftood of 
the fire that confumed their city and temple, as was 
predicted, Zech. xi. 1. Matth. xxii. 7, . And it 
foall be very tempeftuous round about bim ; the time 
of Ferufalem’s deftruction. being fuch a time of 
trouble as has not been fince the world began, Matt. 
XXIV. 21. ) 

¥. 4. He fhall call tothe heavens from above, and 
to the earth, &c.| To hear what he {hall fay, 
when he will no longer keep filence; and to be wit- 
neffes of the juftice of his proceedings; fee J/ai. 
i. 2. Deut. iv. 26. The,Zargum interprets this 
of the angels above on high, and of the righteous 
on the earth below; and fo Aben Ezra, Kimchi, 
and Ben Melech, explain it of the angels of heaven, 
and of the inhabitants of the earth. Tbat be may 
judge bis people; not that they, the heavens and 
the earth, the inhabitants of either may judge his 
people but the Lord himfelf, .as in y..6, and this 
defigns.not the judgment of the whole world, nor 
that of his own covenant-people, whom he judges, 
when. he corrects them in i they might.not 
be condemmed with the world; when he vindicates 
them, and avenges them on their enemies, and 
when he protects and faves them; but the judg- 
ment.of the Jewifh nation, his. profeffing people, 
the fame that Peter fpeaks of, 1 Pet. iv. 17. 

¥. 5. Gather my faints together unto me, &c.] 
Thefe words are {poken by Chrift to the heavens 
and the earth; that is, to the angels, the minif- 
ters of the gofpel, to gather in, by the miniftry of 
the word, his eleét ones among the Gentiles ; -fee 
Mait. xxiv. 30. called his /aints, who had an in- 
tereft in his favour and loving-kindnefs, and:were 
fanctified or fet apart for his fervice and glory: 
Thofe that have made a covenant with me by facrifice ; 
or, who have made my covenant by, or on facrifice* y 
the covenant of grace, which was made: with Chrift 
from everlafting, and which was confirmed by his 
blood and facrifice ; this his people may be faid to 
make with God in him, he being their head, fure-: 
ty, and_ reprefentative:. now thefe coyenant-ones 
he will have gathered in to himfelf by effectual vo- 
cation, which is ufually.done by, the miniftry of the 
word ; for this.is not to be underftood,of the ga- 


thering of all nations; to him, before him. asa, 
Judge; but of his fpecial: people to him asia Sa-' 


viour, the Shiloh, to, whom.the gathering: of the 
people was to be, Gen. xlix. 10, J/ai. xxvii. 125 03. 
and. lyi,.8. Zeab. x. 8. 01] 
y¥..6., And the heavens. /ball. declare his righteous. 
nefs, 8cc.} That is, either the heavens: fhall bear 
witnefs to his juftice and equity in judging his peo- 
ple; or the angels, the minifters of the gofpel, fhall 
declare his juftitying righteoufnefs, which is reveal- 
ed init, to, the; faints and covenant-ones, they 
fhall be.a means of gathering in: or rather the juf- 
tice of Chrift in the deftruction of the Jews, hall 
be attefted and applauded by angels and men, juft 
as the. righteoufnels. of God in the deftruction of 
the antichriftian powers is celebrated by the angel 
of the. waters, Rev. xvi. 5, 6. For God is judge 
himfelf, Selab. and not another, or by another ; 
and therefore his judgments mutt be juft and righ- 


* So Pagninus. 
Cacceius, and Ainfworth. 
Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Michaelis. 
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teous, feeing he is juft and true, loves righteouf- 
nefs, and is righteous in all his ways and works. 

y. 7. Hear, O my people, &c.] This is an ad- 
drefs to the people of the Jews, whom God had 


chofen to be his people above all others, and who | 


profeffed themfelves to be his people; but now a 
Lo-ammi was about to be written upon them, be- 
ing a people uncircumcifed in heart and ears, refuf- 
ing to hear the great prophet of the church, him 
that fpake from heaven. And I will fpeak; by 
way of accufation and charge, and in judgment a- 
gainft them for their fins and tranfgreffions. O J/- 
rael, and I will testify againft thee, or to thee‘; to 
thy face produce witnefles, and bring fufficient 
evidence to prove the things laid to thy charge. 
I am God ; even thy God which is an aggravation 
of their fin againft him, and is the reafon why 
they fhould hearken to him ; fee P/a/. Ixxxi. 10, 
Il, a2; ‘ 
¥. 8. I will not reprove thee for thy facrifices, 
&c.] » For the neglect of them; this they were 
not chargeable with ; and had they omitted them, 
a charge would not have been brought againft them 
on that-account, fince thefe were not what God 
commanded when he brought them out of Egypt, 
Jer: vii..22. and were now abrogated; and when 
they were in force, acts of mercy, kindnefs and 
beneficence, were preferred unto them, Hof. vi. 6. 
Or thy burnt-offerings, to havé been continually be- 
fore: me; or, for thy burnt-offerings are continually 
before me"; fo far were they from being reprove- 
able for not bringing their facrifices, that they were 
continually offering up before the Lord even mul-- 
titudes of them, though to no purpofe, being of- 
fered up without ‘faith, and in hypocrify; and could. 
not ‘take away fin,'and’ make atonement for it 5 
and befides, ought now to have ceafed to be offer- 
ed, Chrift the great facrifice being now offered up, 
as he was in the times to which’ this pfalm be- 
longs $ fee J/ai. i. v4. Mic. vi..6, 7) Heb. x. 3, 45 
14. wherefore it follows,’ - ois 
Yi gh Ewilldake.no bullock out of thy houfe, &c.J. 
That is, “will accept of none; fuch facrifices being 
no more‘agreeable’.to the will of God; Heb. x. 5, 
6,8. thedallock is mentioned, that being a princi- 
pal creature ufed in facrifice ; as alfo the following, 
Nor: he-goats out of thy folds; the reafons fol- 
low ttinic jay, eidl ,f bc ath; 
y. 10. For every beaft of the foreft is mine, 8cc.] 
By creation and prefervation; and therefore he 
ftood: inno need: of their bullocks and -he-goats. 
And the cattle upon’ a'thoufand bills; meaning all 
the cattlein the whole world, ©) © 


WV ee ee 


yeaa Dknow all the fowls of the mountains, '&c.] 


God not’only knows them, bur takes care of them ;’ 
not a fparrow falls to the gtound without his know-. 
ledge, and all the fowls of the air steed by him, 
Matt. X.29. and vi. 26.’ and therefore needed not’ 


their turtle-doves and young pigeons,’ which were’ 


the only fowls ufed in facrifice. And the wild beafts 


of the field are mine; which are mentioned in oppo-_ 


fition to domeftic ones, fuch’ as they had in their 
houfes or folds, ¥. 9. ie’ 
ye a2. If I were hungry, I would not teil thee, 
&c.] Or/fay to thee”; afk for any thing 5 for the 
world is mine, and the fulnefs thereof; with which, | 
was the former his cafe, he could fatisfy / 
fee Pfal. xxiv... *’ Sata aoe a 
y¥. 13. Will T eat the fleh of bulls, or drink the 
blood of goats?] Thatis, exprefs a pleafure, take 
delight 


ov; 
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delight and fatisfaction in fuch kind of facrifices, 
which can never take away fin: no, I will not; 
wherefore other facrifices, more agreeable to his na- 
ture, mind, and will, and to the gofpel-difpentfa- 
tion, are next mentioned; 

¥. 14. Offer unto God thank/[giving ; &cc.] Which 
is a facrifice, ¥..23. P/al. exvi. 17. Heb. xiii, 15. 
and the Jews fay, that all facrifices will ceafe in 
future time, the times of the Meffiah,, but the fa- 
crifice. of praife ; and this fhould be offered up for 
all mercies temporal and fpiritual ; and unto God, 
becaufe they all come from him ; and becaufe fuch 
facrifices are well-pleafing to him, and are no other 
than our reafonable fervice, and agreeable to his 
will; and then are they offered up aright, when 
they are offered up through Chrift, the great High- 
prieft, by whom they are acceptable unto God, 
and upon him the altar, which fanétifies every gift, 
and by faith in him, without which it is impoffible 
to pleafe God. Some render the word confeffion’ ; 
and in all thankfgivings it is neceffary that men 
fhould eonfefs their fins and unworthinefs, and ac- 
knowledge the goodnefs of God, and afcribe all the 
glory to him ; for to him, and him only, is -this 
facrifice to be offered: not toman; for that would 
be to facrifice to his own net, and burn incenfe to 
his:drag. - And pay thy vows unto the most High, 
meaning not ceremonial ones, as the vow of ‘the 
Nazarite; nor to’ offer fuch and fuch. a facrifice, 
fince thefe are diftinguifhed from, and oppofed un- 
to the dacrifices of the ceremonial Law before men- 
tioned; and much Jefs; monattic ones, as the vow 
of celibacy, and abftinence from certain meats at 
certain tires ; but moral,’ or fpiritual and evange- 
lical ones ; fuch as devoting one’s felf tothe Lord, 
and to his:fervice and worfhip, under the influence, 
and in the ftrength of grace; fignified by faying, 
Iam the Lord’s, and by. giving up ourfelves to 
him and:to his churches, to walk with them in all 
his commands and ordinances, to which his love 
and grace conftrain and oblige; fee //ai. xliv. 5. 2 
Cor.viii, 5. and particularly by them may be meant, 
giving God the glory and praife of every mercy 
and deliverance, as was promifed previous to it ; 
hence thofe are put together, Pfa/. Ixv. 1. | This 
fcripture does not oblige to the making of vows, 
but to the payment of them when made; fee cel, 


v. 4, 5. and may refer to every thing a man lays | 
correttion *, to be reproved or reformed by the 
ftatutes and covenant they declared to others ; they 


himfelf in a folemn manner under obligation to 
perform, efpecially in religious. affairs. An 
- ¥e-15. And call upon me in the day of trouble, 
&c.} This is another. part of fpiritual facrifice or 
worfhip, which is much miore acceptable to God 
than legal facrifices.. Invocation of God includes 
all parts of religious worfhip, and particularly de- 
figns. prayer, as it does here, of which God, and 
he only, is the object ; and which fhould be per- 
formed in. faith, in fincerity, and with fervency ; 
and though it fhould be-made at all times, in pri- 
vate and in public; yet more efpecially fhould be 
attended to in a time of affliction, whether of foul 
or body, whether of a perfonal, family, or public 
kind, fam. v. 13. and the encouragement to it is, 
1 will deliver thee ; that is, out of trouble: as he 
is able, fo faithful is he that hath promifed, and 
will do it. The obligation follows, And thou 
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¥. 16. But unto the wicked God faith, &c.| By 
whom are meant, not openly profane finners ; but 
men under a profeffion of religion, and indeed who 
were teachers of others, as appears from the follow- 
ing expoftulation with them : the {cribes, Pharifees, 
and doétors among the Jews are defigned; and fo 
Kimebi interprets it of their wife men, who learned 
and taught the Law, but did not act according to 
it. It feems as if the preceding verfes refpected the 
truly godly among the Jews, who believed’ in 
Chrift, and yet were zealous of the Law; and re- 
tained legal facrifices; as fuch there were, Aé; xxi, 
20. and that thefe words, and what follow, are 
{poken to-hypocrites among them, who fat in M4- 
fes’s chair, and faid, and did not; were outwardly 
righteous before men, but inwardly full of wicked- 


nefs, deftitute of the grace of God, and righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift: What haft thou to do to declare my 


Jtatutes ? the laws of God, which were given to the 


people of J/rael; fome of which were of a moral, 
others of a ceremonial, and others of a judicial 
nature ; and there were perfohs appointed to teach 
and explain thefé to the people, as the priefts and 
Levites: now fome of thefe were abrogated, and 
not to be declared at all in the times this pfalm re- 
fers to; and as for others, thofe perfons were ve- 
ry improper to teach and urge the obfervance of 
them, when they themfelves did not keep them 5 
and efpecially it was wrong in them to declare them 
to the people, for fuch purpofes as they did, name- 
ly, to obtain life and righteoufnefs by them. Or 
that thou fbouldeft take my covehant in thy mouth ? 
which is to be underftood, not of the covenant of 
works made with Adam, and now broke; nor of 
the pure covenant of grace, as adminiftred under 
the gofpel-difpenfation, of which Chrift is the Me- 
diator, and the gofpel a tranfcript, fince both were 
rejected by thefe perfons ; but the covenant at mount 
Sinai, which was a typical one; and being in fome 
fenfe faulty,was now antiquated, and ought to have 
ceafed ; and therefore thefe men‘are blamed for tak- 


‘ing it in their mouths, and urging it on the peo- 
}ple: and befides, they had no true fight of, and 


faith in the thing exhibited by it; and moreover 
were not ftedfaft, nor did they continue in it, like 
their fathers before them, P/a/. Ixxviii, 37. Heb. 
viii, 7, 8, 13. 


¥. 17. Seeing thou hateft inStruéion, &c.] ‘Or- 


taught others, but not themfelves, Rom. ii. 21—23. 
or evangelical inftruction, the doétrines of grace, 
and of Chrift ; for, as concerning the gofpel, they 
were enemies, Rom. xi. 28. and fince they were 
haters of that, they ought not to have been teach- 
ers of others. And cafteft my words bebind thee; \ 
the doétrines of the gofpel, which they defpifed 
and rejeéted with the utmoft abhorrence, as loath- 
fome, and not fit to be looked upon, and into; 
and alfo the ordinances of it, the counfel of God, 
which they rejected againft themfelves, 47s xiii. 


45, 46. Luke vii. 30. 


¥. 18. When thou faweft a thief, then thou con- 
fentedSt with bim, &c.] Or didft run with bim*; 
joined and ‘agreed with him in the commiffion of 
the fame things ; which was literally true of the 


foalt glorify me; by offering praife,'¥. 23. afcribing’| Scribes. and Pharifees :- they devoured widows 
the glory of the deliverance to God, and ferving)| houfes, and:robbed them of their fubftance, under 


him in righteoufnefs and true holinefs continu- | 
h: aS | deeds of Barabbas, a robber, when they preferred 
4 € ' ° 2° S21 Phi 


ally... . 


= Vajikra Rabba, fol. 153.1. & 168, ‘ - 
Ainfworth. 
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and thereby fully confute their vain imagination, 
that either he did not take notice of them, or elie 
ritual fenfe, they ftole away the word of the Lord, | approved of them. This: fignifies a formal pro- — 
every man from his neighbour; took away the | ceis againft them, as in a court of judicature ; 
key of knowledge from the people, and put falfe | bringing in a regular charge and accufation againft 
gloffes upon the facred writings. Axd bajt been a| them, and an orderly difpofition of their fins, as 
partaker with adulterers, thefe teachers of ‘the law | to time, place and circumftances, committed by 
were guilty both of theft and adultery, Rom. ii. | them 5 and a ftrong evidence, or thorough convic- 
21,22. they are called by our Lord an adulterous | tion of them, fo as not to be denied and gainfayed 
generation, Maft. xii. 39. and they were fo in a| by them: ora fetting them in battle array, as in 
literal fenfe; fee Fobn viii. 49. and in a figura- | Fob vi. 4. in rank and file; fins being what war 
tive one, adulterating the word of God, and hand- | againft men, and bring upon them utter ruin and 
ling it deceitfully. deftruction ; as the fins of the Jews fought againft 
_ ¥. 19. Thou giveft thy mouth to evil, &c.} To | them, and deftroyed them; fee Fer. ii 19. oil 
thea evil things againft Chrift, his doétrines, or- ¥. 22. Now confider this, &c.] The evils that 
inances, minifters and people ; and to deliver out | had been committed, and repent of them ; for re- 
evil doétrines, pernicious to the fouls of men. .4vd | pentance is an after-thought and reconfideration of 
thy tongue frameth, deceit ; puts and joins together | fin, and humiliation for it ; that the Lord was not 
deceitful words in a very‘artful manner, by which | like them, not'an approver of fin, but a reprover 
fimple and unftable minds are beguiled. for it; and what would be theit latter end, what 
¥.20. Thou fitteft, &c.] Either in the 3 of | all this would iffue in, in cafe of impenitence. 2 
Mo/es, or on the feat of judgment, in the great fan- | that forget God; that there is a God, his -being, 
hedrim of the nation; or, as Aben Ezra para- | perfections, word, works, and benefits. Let J 
phrafes it, ix the feat of the feornful. And /peakeft | tear you in pieces 5 asa lion, leopard or bear ; 
againft thy brother , even to pafs fentence upon him, | fee Hefea xiii. 7, 8. which was accomplifhed in the 
to put him to death for protefling faith in Chrift, | deftruétion of 7eru/alems when both their civil and 
Matt. x. 21. Thou flanderest thine. own mother’s | ecclefiaftical ftate were torn in piecés; their city 
fon; the apoftles and difciples of Chrift, who were | and temple levelled with the ground, ‘and not one 
their brethren and kinfmen according to the flefh ; | ftone left upon another; and they fcattered about 
and even our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, who was | in the earth. Aud there be mone to deliver 5 which 
bone of their bone, and flefh of their flefh. denotes their utter and irreparable ruin, till the 
¥.21. Thefe things baft thou done, &c.] Thefe| time comes they fhall turn to the Lord; fee Jz, 
evil works, as the Targum ; which they had done | xlii. 22: . sils 
over and over again without remorfé, with the|~ y.23. Whofo offereth. praife, 8cc.} Which is 
greateft. pleafure, and with promifes of impunity | exhorted to, ¥. 14. fee the note there: « Glorifierh 
to theinfelves. This is a confirmation of the charge | me; celebrates the divine perfections, gives God 
made by the omnifcient God, who faw and knew | the glory of all mercies 3° which honours him, and 
all their actions. And I kept filence; fpoke not by | is’ more grateful and well-pleafing to-him than all 
terrible things in righteoufnefs, deferred the exe- | burnt-offerings and facrifices. Aud to bim that or- 
cution of judgment, exercifed forbearance and pa- | dereth bis converfation aright ; according to the 
tience, and gave {pace to fepent; which being de- | rule of God’s word, and‘as becomes’ the gofpebof 
fpifed, they were hardened yet more and tore in | Chrift,; who walks ‘inoffenfivelyto all, circum- 
fin; fee Eeclef. viii. 11. Rom. ii. 4,5. This re- | fpeétly and wifely in the world, and in love:to the 
fers to the fpace of time between the crucifixion of | faints; in wifdom towards them thatare without, 
Chrift, and the deftruétion of Ferufalem. Thou | and in peace with them that ate-within ; who fs a 
thoughteft that I was altogether fuch an one as thy- | follower’of God, of Chrift, and ofthis people ; 
fei; either that he did not fee the things com- | and who lives fo as to glorify God, and caufe o- 
mitted by them in fecret, as the things before men- | thers to glorify him likewife: or that choofes: for 
tioned, theft, adultery, flander and detraction, com-4 himfelf the right way, ‘as Adem Ezra, the’ tight 
monly are ; becaufe they could not fee fuch actions | way to eternal life ; and the fenfe is; he that puts 
done by others: or that he took pleafure in them, | or féts his heart upon it, and is in purfuit after the 
ds they did, and that he approved of their cruci- | evangelical way of life!’ To him»w¢ll I fhew the 
fixion of Jefus of Nazareth, and of their contempt | /a/vation of God or, caufe to fee or enjoy it”; not 
of his gofpel, and of the: perfecution of his fol- | only temporal falvation from time:to time, but fpi- 
lowers. But J will reprove thee; not verbally by | ritual and eternal’ falvation; to fee intereft in it, 
the miniftry of the word, much lefs effectually and’} and to Heise it; and particularly Chrift, the au- 
favingly by his Spirit ; nor in a way of fatherly cor- | thor of it, who is the falvation of God’s provid. 
rection and chaftifement, but by fore judgments ; | ing, appointing and «fending, and whofe. is 
by fending the Roman armies to burn their city | greatly concerned’ therein; fee J/@. lit, 10, Luke 


him to Jefus Chrift; and they joined with the 
thieves on the crofs in reviling him : and in a fpi- 


and temple, and carry them captive. And fet | it. 25, 30. ay coteboett Sipe v 
them in order before thine eyes; that is, their fins, } nis we OF ——_ 
, "S] > inhodw, hoe 
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To the chief mufician, a pfalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after Re 
had gone in to Bathfheba. @) soo visa aie yin 
-, wey Une eaivngigin ani tn, d 


HE occafion of this pfalm was the fin of ] was a very aggravated one, fhe being another 

. David with Bathfbeba, fignified by going in | man’s wife, and the wife of a fervant and foldier 

to lar ; an eupbemi/m for. lying ae her which fin | of his, who was at thé fame time expofing his life 
’ : ; mA ST  figned 
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for his king an@ country’s good; and David be- 
fides had many wives, and was alfo king of J/racl, 
and fhould have fet a better example to his fub- 
‘jects 3 and it was followed with other fins, as the 
murder of Uriah, and the death of. feveral others ; 
with fcandal to religion, and with fecurity and im- 
penitence in him for a long time, until Nathan the 
prophet was fent to him of God, to awaken him 
to a fenfe of his fin; which he immediately ac- 
knowledged, and fhewed true repentance for it : 
upon which, either whilft Nathan was prefent, or 
after he was gone, he penned this pfalm.; that it 
might remain on record, as a teftification of his re- 
pentance, and for the inftruction of fuch as fhould 
tall into fin, how to behave, where to apply, and 
for their comfort. The hiftory of all this. may. be 
feen in the 14th and x2th chapters of the fecond 
book of Samuel. akin 


y¥.1. Have mercy upon me, O.God, &c.] . Da- 
vid, under a fenfe of fin, does not run away from 
God, but applies unto him, and cafts himfelf at 
his feet, and upon his mercy ; which fhews the 
view he had of his miferable condition, and that 
he faw there was mercy in God, which.gave him 
hope ; and upon his bended knees, and in, the ex- 
ercife of faith, he afks for it. . According to. thy 
loving kindne/s; not according to his merits, nor 
according to the general mercy of God, which car- 
nal men rely upon; but according to his everlaft- 
ing and unchangeable love in.Chrift; from. which 
as the fource, and through whom as the. medium, 
fpecial mercy comes to the children of men.,,, The 
acts of {pecial mercy are according to the fove- 
reign will of God : he is not moved. to mercy, nei- 
ther by the merits nor mifery of men, but by his 
free grace and favour ;. it. is: love that fets mercy 
to work : this is a moft glaring gleam of gofpel- 
light, which none of the infpired writers befides, ex- 
cept the apoftle Paul, faw,. Eph. ii. 4. Titus ite 45 
5. According unto the multitude. of thy. tender mer- 
cies, blot out my tran[grefions for his fin was,com- 
plicated, attended with many, others ;. and. befides, 
upon a view of this, he was led.to obferve all his 
other fins ;. and particularly the corruption, of, his 
nature, his original fin, which he mentions,,¥.'4. 
Thefe he defires might, be dlotied out out-of the 
book of account,. out. of God’s debt-book ;. that 
they might not ftand againft him, being debts. he 
was not able to pay or make fatisfaction for; and 
out of the table of his own heart and con{cience, 
where they, were ever before. bim, and ,feemed to 
be engraven ; that they, might be caufed to_pafs 
from him,, and he might have.no more con{cience 
of them ; or that they might,be blotted out, as a 
cloud by the clear fhining of the fun of righteouf- 
nefs, with the healing of pardoning grace in his 


wings ; or that they might be wiped away, as any. | 


filth is wiped from any.perfon or thing ; and _all 
this according to the multitude of his tender mercies. 
The mercy of God is plenteous and abundant; he 
is rich in it, and various are the inftances of it; 
and it is exceeding tender, like that of a father to 
his children, or like that of a mother to the fon of 
her womb; and from this abundant and tender 
mercy {prings the forgivenefs of fin, Lukei.. 77, 
78. The pfalmift makes mention, of the multi- 
tude of the mercies of God, becaufe of, the mul- 
titude of his fins, which required a multitude of 


mercy to forgive, and to encourage his hope of | 


it. 
_ 4.2, Wafer me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 8c.) 
Vor. IE. Ne 22, | wore 


| {cience,,... ; 


| 2 Sam, xii. 9. and being; committed againft God, 
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Which fuppofes defilement by fin, and that very 
great, and {uch as none can remove but the Lord 
himfelf; who, when he takes it in hand, does it 
effectually and thoroughly ; fee Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 
Devid’s fin had long lain upon him, the filth of it 
had. as it were eat into him, and {pread itfelf over 
him, and therefore he needed much wafhing ; wa/h 
me much, all over, and thoroughly : dnd cleanfe me 
from my jin; which only the blood of Chrift can 
do, 1 fohni. 7. The pfalmift makes ufe of three 
words to exprefs his fin by, in this and the pre- 
ceding verfe; py which fignifies rebellion, as all 
fin has in it rebellion againft God the lawgiver, 
and a.contempt of his commandments; sy per- 
ver fenefs, crookednefs, fin being a going out of the 
plain way of God’s righteous law; and ARVN 4 
mifing the mark, going befides it, or not coming 
up to it: and thefe he makes ufe of to fet forth the 
malignity of fin, and the deep fenfe he had of the 
exceeding finfulnefs of it; and thefe are the three 
words ufed by the Lord in Exod. xxxiv. 7. when 
he declares himfelf to be a fin-forgiving God; fo 
that David’s fin came within the reach of pardon- 
ing mercy. 
y¥. 3. For I acknowledge my tranjgreffions, &c.} 
Before God.and man, Acknowledgment of fin is 
what the Lord requires, and promiles forgivenefs 
upon, and therefore is ufed here as a plea for it 5 
and moreover the pfalmift had done fo before, and 
| had fucceeded in this way, which muft encourage 
him to take the fame courfe again; fee P/al. xxxii. 
5. And my fin is ever before mex ftaring him in 
the, face ; gnawing upon his con{cience, and fill- 
| ing him with remorfe and diftrefs; fo that his life 
was a burden to him: for though God had put a- 
| way fin out of his own fight, fo that he would not 
condemn him for it, and he fhould not die; not- 


| withftanding. as yet it was not caufed to pafs from 


David, or the guilt of, it removed frony his cone 


4. Againft thee, shee only, have I finned, &c.] 


| All fin, though committed againft a fellow-crea- 


ture, being a tranfgreffion of the law, is againft the 
Lawgiver; and indeed begins at the neglect or 
contempt of his commandment, as Davia’s fin did, 


that had beftowed fo many favours upon him, was 
a cutting confideration. to him, which made his 


forrow appear to be of a godly fort; wherefore he 
| makes. his,,humble and: hearty confeffion to the 


Lord, and who only could. forgive his fin, | And 
done this\evil in thy fight,; for with refpect to men: 
| it was fecretly done ; and was only known to God, 
with whom the darknefs and the light are both a- 
like... That thou mighteft be juftified when thou 
Jpeakeft, and be clear when thou judgeft ; not that 
| David committed this fin that God might be jutt, 
and pure, and holy;-but <his was the event and 
confequence of it: God, by taking notice of it, 
refenting it, and reproving for it, appeared to be 
a righteous Being, and of purer eyes than to be- 
hold fin with pleafure; fee Exod. ix. 27. Or thefe 
words may be connected with his acknowledgment 
and. confeffion of fin ;, which were done to this end 
and, purpofe, to juftify God in his charge of it 
upon him, and in threatning him with evils on ac- 
count. of it, by the mouth ot JVatban the prophet : 
or with his petitions for pardoning grace and mer- 
cy; that fo he might appear to be juft to his pro- 
mifé,. of forgiving iniquity, tranfgreffion and fin, 
to humble penitents; and particularly that he might 
appear to be juft and faithful to his Son, in for- 
is er - giving 
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giving fin for his fake; whom he had fet forth, in 
his purpofes and promifes, to be the propitiation for 
fin, to declare his righteoufnefs, Kom. iii. 25, 26. 
fee Rom. iii. 4. 

¥.5. Bebold, I was fhapen in iniquity, &c,.] This 
cannot be underftood of any perfonal iniquity of 
his immediate parents; fince this refpects his won- 
derful formation in the womb, in which both he 
and they were wholly paflive, as the word here 
ufed is of that form; and is the amazing work of 
God himfelf, fo much admired by the pfalmitt, 
Pfal. cxxxix. 1316. and cannot defign any fin- 
fulnefs then infufed into him by his Maker, fee- 
ing God cannot be the author of fin ; but of ori- 
ginal fin and corruption, derived to him by natu- 
ral generation: and the fenfe is, that as foon as 
ever the mafs of human nature was fhaped and 
quickned, or as foon as foul and body were united 
together, fin was in him, and he was in fin, or be- 
came a finful creature. dnd in fin did my mother 
conceive me; by whom cannot be meant Eve ; for 
though fhe is the mother of all living, and fo of 
David, yet could not, with any propriety, be faid 
to conceive him: this only could be faid of his im- 
mediate parent, not even of his next grandmother, 
much lefs of Eve, at the diftance of almoft three 
thoufand years. Nor does the fin in which he 
was conceived, intend any fin of his parents, in be- 
getting and conceiving him, being in lawful wed- 
lock ; which aéts cannot be finful, fince the pro- 
pagation of the human fpecies by natural genera- 
tion, is a principle of nature implanted by God 
himfelf; and is agreeable to the firft law of nature, 
given to man in a ftate of innocence, Increafe and 
multiply. Marriage is the inftitution of God in 
paradife; and in all ages has been accounted o- 
nourable in all, when the bed is undefiled. Nor does 
it defign his being conceived when his mother was 
in profluviis, of which there is no proof, ‘and is a 
mere imagination, and can anfwer no purpofe ; 
much lefs that he was conceived in adultery, .as 
the contenders for the purity of human: nature 
broadly intimate; which fhews how much they 
are pinched with this text, to give into fuch an in- 
terpretation of it, at the expence of the character 
of an innocent perfon, of whom there is not the 
leaft fuggeftion of this kind in the holy fcriptures ; 
but on the contrary, fhe is reprefented as a religious 
woman, and David valued himfelf upon his rela- 
tion to her as fuch, P/a/. Ixxxvi. 16. and cxvi. 16. 
Befides, had this been the cafe, as David’ would 
have been a baftard, he would not have been fuf- 
fered to enter into the congregation of the Lord, 
according to the law, in Dew/. xxiii. 2. whereas he 
often did with great delight, P/a/. xlii. 4. and lv. 
14, Moreover, it is befide his fcope and defign 
to expofé the fins of others, much lefs his own pa- 
rents, whilft he is confeffing and lamenting his 
own iniquities : and to what purpofe fhould he men- 
tion theirs, efpecially if he himfelf was 'not affect- 
ed by them, and did not derive a corrupt nature 
from them? Nor is the fin he fpeaks of any actual 
fin of his own, and therefore-he does not call it as 
before, my iniquity and my fin; though it was fo, 
he having finned in Adam, and this-being in -his 
nature; but zviguity and fin, it being common to 
him with all mankind. » Hence we learn the earli- 
nefs of the corruption of nature; it is as foon as 
man is conceived and fhapen; and that it is pro- 
pagated from one to another by natural generation ; 


© Nam vitiis nemo fine nafcitur — Horat. Sermon. I. 1. fatyr. 3. 
© 99p"1059 notam mihi fac, Gejervs. 
cabis me, Pagninus, Montanus; expiabis me, Vatablus, Mufculus, Coccciug, Gejerus. 
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and that it is the cafe of all men: for if this was 
the cafe of David, who was born of religious pa- 
rents, was famous for his early piety, and from 
whofe feed the Meffiah fprung, it may well be con- 
cluded to be the cafe of all. And this corruption 
of nature is the fountain, fource and {pring of all 
fin, fecret and open, private and public; and is 
mentioned here not as an extenuation of David’s 
a€tual tranfgreffions, but as an aggravation of 
them; he having been, from his conception and 
formation, nothing elfe but a mafs of fin, a lump 
of iniquity ; and in his evangelical repentance for 
them, he is led to take notice of and mourn over 
the corruption of his nature, from whence they a- 
rofe.. The heathens themfelves affirm, that no man 
is born without fin®, et 
¥. 6. Bebold, thou defireft truth in the inward 
parts, &c.} With delight and pleafure, as the 
word * fignifies : meaning either Chrift, the truth 
and the life, formed and dwelling in the hearts of 
his people; or the gofpel, the word of truth, which 
has a place there; and particularly that branch of 
it which proclaims pardon to fenfible finners, and is 


the ground of hope within them: or elfe a true | 


and hearty confeffion of fin, which David now 
made; or rather internal holinefs and purity of 
heart, in oppofition to the corruption of nature be- 
fore acknowledged : this is what is agreeable to the 
nature of God, is required by his holy Law, and 
is wrought in the hearts of his people in regenera- 
tion; and this is ruth, real, and not imaginary, 
genuine and unfeigned; where it is, there is a true 
fenfe of fin, a right fight of Chrift, unfeigned faith 
in him, fincere love to him, hope in him without hy- 
pocrify, anda reverential fear of God upon the heart; 
the inward parts are the feat of all this, and in the 
exercife of it the Lord takes great delight and plea-. 
fure. dnd in the bidden part thou foalt make me to 
know wifdem ; either Chrift, the wifdom of God ; 
or the gofpel, and particularly that part of it which 
concerns the pardon of fin; or a true knowledge 
of fin, and of the way of life and falvation by 
Chrift, which is the trueft and higheft wifdom : and 
the phrafe hidden or fecret, may either denote 
the nature of the wifdom made known, which is © 
hidden wifdom, the wifdom of God ina myftery ; 
or the manner in which it is made known; it is in a 
hidden way, privately, and fecretly, and indifcernibly 
like the wind, by the Spirit and grace of God ; or the 
featand fubject of it, the hidden part, as we fup- 
ply it; the hidden man of the heart. David begins 
to rife in the exercife of his faith in the grace of — 
God, thou /halt make me to know, 8c. unlefs the 
words fhould be rendered as a prayer, as they are © 
by fome, make me to know‘, &c. and as are the 
following. a | either 
y. 7. Purge me with byffop, &c.} Or thou fhalt 
purge me with byffop* or: expiate me; which was 
ufed in fprinkling the blood of the pafchal lamb 
on the door-pofts of the J/raelites in Egypt, that 
the deftroying angel might pafs over them, Exod 
xii, 22, 23. and in the cleanfing of the leper, Lev. 
xiv. 47. and in the purification of one that was 
unclean by the touch of adead body, 8c. Numb. 
xix. 6, 18. which the Targum on the text has re- 
fpe&t to; and this petition of the pfalmift fhews, 
that he faw himfelf a guilty creature, and in dan- 
ger of the deftroying angel, and a filthy creature like 
the leper, and deferving to be excluded from the 
fociety of the faints, andthe houfe of God ; and 
ah that — 
4 FMAM delestaris, Junius & Tremellius, Pife 
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that he had refpect not hereby to ceremonial {prink- 
lings and purifications, for then he would have ap- 
plied toa prieft; but to the fprinkling of the blood 
of Chrift, typified thereby ; and therefore he ap- 
plies to God to purge his confcience with it; and 
as Suidas * from Theodoret obferves, hyffop did not 
procure remiffion of fins, but has a myftical fig- 
nification, and refers to what was meant by the 
iprinkling of the blood of the paffover; and then 
hefays, And I /hall be clean, thotoughly ‘clean ; 
for the blood fprinkled on the heart by the Spirit, 
clears it from an evil confcience, purges the con- 
{cience from dead works, and cleanfes from all fin. 
Wafe me; or thou foalt wafh me"; alluding to the 
wafhing at the cleanfing of a leper, and the purifi- 
cation of an unclean perfon, Lev. xiv. 8. Numb. 
xix. 1g. but had in view the fountain of Chrift’s 
blood, in which believers are wafhed from all their 
fins, Zech. xiii. 1. Rev. i. 5. And I fhall be whiter 
than fnow ; who was black with original corrup- 
tion, and actual tranfgreffions; but the blood of 
Chrift makes not only the converfation-garments 
white that are wafhed in it; but even crimfon and 
fcarlet fins as white as wool, as white as fnow, and 
the perfons of the faints without fpot or blemith, 
Rev. vii. 14. Tfai.i. 18. Eph. v. 25—27. whiter 
than the fnow, is a phrafe ufed- by Homer*, and 
others, to defcribe what is exceeding white. 

y.8. Make me to hear joy and gladne/s, &c.] 
Which he had not heard for fome time; fin had 
fadly broke in upon, and interrupted his fpiritual 
peace and joy; for though the love and favour of 
God cannot be loft ; yet his fenfible prefence, which 
puts joy and gladnefs into the heart, may ; and tho’ 
an intereft in Chrift ever continues, and union to 
him is always the fame; yet a view of intereft in 
him, which fills with joy unfpeakable and full of 
glory, and communion with him, may not be had 
for a time: and though juftification by his righte- 
oufnefs, from whence flows much peace, is an in- 
variable blefling ; yet the comfortable perception 
of it may be taken away : and though falvation by 
Chrift is a certain thing; yet the joy of it may be 
loft for a feafon; which was now the cafe of the 
pfalmift: ‘and when he defires that God would caufe 
him to hear joy and gladnefs, his meaning is, that 
he might have that made known unto him ; name- 
ly, the forgivenefs of his fins, which would give 
him joy; not by an articulate voice from heaven, 
which he did not expeét; nor by an angel from 
thence, which was not ufual ; but by the prophet, 
who as yet might not have declared to him that 
God had put away his fin; or if he had, he might 
defire to have it repeated, for his fuller affurance, 
and greater joy ; or by his Spirit, in an impulfe on 
his mind, faying to him, thy: fins are forgiven 
thee ; which would give him great joy, fulnefs of 
it, even what is inconceivable and inexpreffible, 
fignified by thefe two words, joy and gladnefs. That 
the bones which thou haft broken may rejoices a 
backfliding believer is not only like a bone out of 
joint, Gal. vi. 1. but his falls are fometimes both 
to the bruifing of him, and to the breaking of his 
bones ; of which when he is fenfible, the quick 
fenfe of his fin is as the pain of a broken bone ; fee 
Pfal. xxxviii. 3, 6, 8, 9. and here the breaking of 
them js afcribed to God ; not that he is the caufe 
or occafion of falling into fin, which breaks the 
bones, Fam. i, 13. but of afflictions, corrections 
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and chaftifements for fin, which are fometimes ex- 
preffed by this phrafe, J/ai, xxxvili. 13. Lam. iii. 
4, 16. and which David was threatned with, and 
gave him great uneafinefs ; and of the menaces and 
threatnings of the law, which being let into his 
confcience,; worked wrath and terror there; and 
alfo of that true contrition of heart, and brokennefs 
of fpirit, which the Lord produces, and can only 
cure, by the difcoveries of pardoning grace ; which 
affects the whole frame of nature, the report of 
which makes the bones fat, and all of them to fay, 
Who isa God like unto thee! Prov. xv. 30: Pfal. 
XXXV. 9, 10, 

¥. 9. Hide thy face from my fins, &c.] In whofe 
fight they were committed; being now afhamed of 
them himfelf, and afhamed that any fhould fee 
them; and efpecially his God; and being filthy 
and naufeous, he knew they muft be abominable 
to him; who is of purer eyes than to behold iniqui- 
ty; and being breaches of his law, muft be of- 
fenfive to him, and provoke the eyes of his glory ; 
and were fuch that he knew would not bear the ex- 
amination of juftice ; and that if God was ftri@t to 
mark them, he could not ftand before him : more- 
over, in this petition the pfalmift deprecates a fe- 
vere chaftifement of them, which is fometimes ex- 
prefied by fetting fins before him, Pfa/. xc. 8. and 
intreats the pardon of them, or oblivion and non 
remembrance of them, that they might be caft be- 
hind his back, and into the depths of the fea. And 
blot out all mine iniquities; as in y. 1. here repeat- 
ed, to fhew his deep fenfe of them, and his great 
importunity for the forgivenefs of them ; and adds 
the word all, including all his other fins, with thofe 
he had lately committed; for he knew, that if 
any one was left unpardoned, he could never an- 
{wer for it. 

¥. 10. Create in me a clean heart, O God, &c.J 
Which was now defiled with fin, and of which be- 
ing convinced, he was led more and more to fee 
the impurity of his heart and nature, from which 
all his evil actions flowed ; and being fenfible that 
he could not make his heart clean himfelf, and that 
this was the work of God, and a work which re- 
quired’ creating power, he intreats it of him: for 
as the firft work of converfion is no other than a 
creation, of a production of fomething new, which 
was not before; fo the reftoring of a backflider, as 
it goes by the fame name, it requires the fame pow- 
er; and as the implantation of grace at firft, and — 
particularly of faith, is a work of almighty power ; 
fo the fame power muft be put forth to bring it in- 
to exercife, after falls into fin ; that it may afrefh’ 
deal with the heart-purifying blood of Chrift, 
which only can make it clean, and is what is here | 
meant. And renew a right f{pirit within me, by 
which is defigned, not the holy Spirit of God* ; 
for he is the renewer ; nor the fpirit or foul of man 
as to its effence; but with-refpect to the qualities 
of it : and here it fignifies a renewing of the inward 
man, or an increafe of grace, and caufing it to a- 
bound in act and exercife; and intends a fpirit of 
uprightnefs and integrity, in oppofition to diffimu- 
lation and hypocrify ; a {pirit prepared and'ready ' 
to every good work, Maét. xxvi. 41. one firm™ 
and unmoved from obedience to the Lord, by fin, 
temptations and {nares ; a heart fixed, trufting in 
the Lord, and comfortably affured of an intereft in 
pardoning grace and mercy. 


vir! 
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¥. 11. Caf me not away frou thy prefence, &ec.) 
As abominable; as a veflel in which he had no 
pleafure; with indignation and wrath ; as one that 
is angry with another, cannot bear himin his fight, 


but bids him be gonefrom him. . Nothing is more 
defirable to a child of God, than the prefence of | 


God; and nothing gives him more fenfible pain 
than his abfence; and even to be deprived of, or 
denied the means of enjoying, his prefence, the word 
and ordinances, makes them very uneafy; to be 


utterly, and for ever deprived of it, is the cafe of 


the damned in hell, and is the punifhment of lofs 
they fuftain ; and on the other hand, the happinefs 
of the faints in heaven is to enjoy it. without inter- 
ruption. The people of God are never caft away 
from his. favour, or out of his heart’s love; but 
they may for a while be without his gracious pre- 
fence, or not fee his face, nor have the light of his 
countenance, nor fenfible communion with him, 


which! is here deprecated. David might call to 
mind the cafe of Cain, Gen. iv. 14,16. or rather 


the more recent, one of Sau/, whom the. Lord re- 
jected, and from whom he departed upon his fin- 
ning, and which he might fear would be his cafe, 
1. Sam xxviii. 15. dnd take not thy holy Spirit 
from me; or the Spirit of thine holinefs; the third 
perfon in the Trinity; fo called, not becaufe this 
epithet of 4oly is peculiar to him ; for it is ufed alfo 
of the Father, and of the Son, Fobn xvii. 12. 
Pfal. xvi. 10. but becaufe he is equally. holy with 
them, and is the author of holinefs in his people, 
which is therefore -called the fanctification of the 
Spirit, 1 Pet. i. 2, 
knew, that purity and holinefs of heart and {pirit 
he had-defired, could not be renewed and increafed 
in him; and therefore deprecates the taking of him 
away; which fhews that he was not as yet removed 
from him, notwithftanding he had fallem into great 
fins ; and his fenfe of fin, and confeffion of it, and 


his fervent application for pardoning grace, and: 


purity of heart, abundantly prove it.. . Fhe. Spirit 
of God is a gift of his, which is. without repent- 


ance,’ and where he once is as a Spirit of regenera- |, 


tion and fanctification, he ever abides :. his exter- 
nal gifts may be taken away ; but internal grace is 
an incorruptible feed, and always continues. By 
fin the Spirit of God may be grieved, fo as to with- 
draw his gracious influences, and his powerful ope- 
rations. may not.be felt ;.and this is what is here de- 
precated,;, The:Targum interprets this ofthe fpirit 
of prophecy which David had, by which he com- 


pofed pfalms and fongs prophetic of Chrift, and of 


gofpel-times, and which was not taken away, from 
him; fee’2, Sam. XXlii. 15 2. : 

Xi 12s, Refkore unto me. the joy of thy falvation, 
&c.]... Net temporal, but fpiritual and eternal , 
and defigns either Chrift himfelf, whois God’s 
falvation, of his appointing and providing, in the 
view of whom, as fuch, David had much {piritual 
joy 3 or thé falvation he was to work out, which 
God the Father had contrived the fcheme of in 


him, had covenanted with him-to do, and had ap- 


_ pointed his people to: falvation itfelf, isa fure thing, 
and can never fail, being founded upon the pur- 
pofe and counfel of God, which fhall ever ftand ; 
and is fecured in the covenant of grace, which can 


never be removed; and is now compleatly wrought. 


out by Chrift, and is applied by his Spirit to the 
heirs of it, who fhall certainly and fully enjoy, it ; 
otherwife the glory of all the three perfons in it 


" So Vatablus, Pifcator, Coeceius, Gejerus, Schmidt, 
V.L. Tigurine verfion ; munifico, fo fome in-Vatablus. 
mellius, Gejerus, Michaelis. ; 
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ing a frefh intereft in this falvation ; and p 


and without whom, David 


ful to his promifes ; and fo encour 
to him, and acknowledge their tran: 
feek pardoning grace at his hands, 
dantly pardon, and whole ways a their 

fee Ifa, lv. 7—9., And finners foall be converte: 
unto thee; or that finners may be converted unto thee” 


would be loft: but the joy of it may be interrupted 


_and difcontinued for a while, through falls into fin, 
_as this cafe of David, and the cafe of eo 5 


and therefore a reftoration of it is defired, by fhew- 
, rticular- 
y by an application of pardoning grace and mer- 
cy ;, fee P/al, xxxv. 3, 9. and li. 3. And uphold 
me with thy free Spirit , or let thy free Spirit upbald 


_me*; the fame with the holy Spirit of God; called 
free, becaufe he is a moft free and munificent giver : 


he gives his grace, and beftows his gifts feverally, 
as he pleafes, and liberally, and upbraids not 3 and 
becaute he is freely given of God; his graces are 
freely given, as faith, hope, love, &c. and becaule he 
frees them to whom he is given from the bondage 


of fin and corruption, and makes them Chrift’s free 
/men, and delivers them into the liberty of the chil- 
| dren of God; and fo is a Spirit of adoption, in op- 


pofition toa fpirit of bondage, by which they have 


| freedom and boldnefs to call God their Father; and 


by whom alfo they have liberty of foul at the throne 


of grace, and can freely make known their requefts, : 
and fpread their cafes. before God; fee Rom. viii. 


15, 16, 2 Cor. iii. 17. ‘alfo he may be fo called, 


_becaufe he makes the faints ready and willing to o- 
bey the will of God, and to run with chearfulnefs 


the way of his commandments ; and is moreover 
a princely Spirit °, or beneficent, as fome choofe to 
render the words; and which becomes fuch who are 
iet among princes,. and are made kings and priefts 
unto God: and with this Spirit the pfalmift defires 
to be upheld, to be ftrengthned by it, to do the 
will and work of God, that fo he might not ftum- 
ble and fall into fin as he had done; that he might 
be ftayed, fupported, and comforted with it, as 
the holy Spirit of promife; that fo he might not 
faint and fink under his prefent fenfe of fin, and the 
guilt of it; and that he would be not only a guide 
unto him in the ways ef God; but that he would 
hold up his goings in them, that fo he might wall 
both at liberty and in fafety. The Targum inter- 
prets this alfo of the fpirit.of prophecy. 
y. 13.. Then will [ teach tranfereffors thy ways, 
&c.] David was a prophet, as well as a king; fee 
Aéis ii.:30, and taught men the fear of the Lord, 
‘Pfal, xxxiv. 11. and inftructed them in his ways, 
as he here promifes he would ; by which are meant, 
either the ways which God prefcribes and directs 
men to walk in, as the paths of faith, boleiged 
truth, and the ways of his commanc ments; or 
which he himfelf has walked in ; meaning not the 
ways of his providence, which are fometimes paft 
finding out; but the ways of his grace, the fte: 
and methods he has taken in the falvation of 
by, forming the fcheme of it, by choofing 
by making a covenant with his Son, and 
ing him to effect it; and particularly his 
methods in receiving and pardoning ba 
when returned by repentance to him; and y 
be meant by éranfgreffors here: and then 


is, that. David, upon his being received 
doned, would teach others like himéfelf, | 
cioufly God had dealt with him; how p 
is in mercy ; how ready to forgive, an 


Ps 


° A597) FTV wieopas nyryoninw, Sept. fpiri a prin 
P ENUM) ut peccatores convertantur, Junius 
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Pf. li. yt I—I13: . 


.. 
Pf li. ¥.14—18: 
this being the end of teaching by the word, and 
the means of the cofverfion of profane and unre- 
generate finhers, through the power of divine grace ; 
though rather this feems to be underftood of the 
converfion of God’s own people after backflidings, 
and not of firft converfion; fee Luke xxil. 32. 
Fam. Vv. 19, 20. 

y. 14. Déliver me from blood-guiltinefs, 8cc.] 
Or from bloods ; corr’ 
natufe; fee Exes. xvi. 6. though to be rid of that, 


nd to‘be free from the guilt and condemnation of 
it, is very defirable, Kom. vii. 24, but either from 


capital punifhment in his family, the effufion of 


blood, and flaughter in it, threatned him on ac- 
count of his fin, 2 Sam. xii. 10. fo the Targum is, 
«« deliver me from the judgment of flaying or kill- 


« ing ;” or rather, from the guilt of the blood of 


Uriah, and other fervants of his he had been, the 
occafion of fhedding, and was chargeable with, be- 
ing acceffary thereunto, 2 Sam. xi. 15—-17. and 
xii. g. which lay heavy upon his confcience, preff- 
ed him on every fide, as if he was in prifon, 
and brought upon him a fpirit of bondage to fear ; 
and therefore he prays to be delivered from it, by 
the application of pardoning grace, which would 
be like proclaiming liberty to the captive. O God, 
thou God of my falvation ; who has contrived it for 
his people, chofen them to it, fecured it for them 
in covenant, and provided his Son to be the author 
of it, and fends his Spirit to, apply it. The pfalm- 
ift knew, that being God he could pardon his fin, 
remove his guilt, and free him from obligation to 

unifhment, which none elfe could ; and being the 
God of his falvation, and his covenant-God, he 
had reafon to hope and believe he would. And 
my tongue fhall fing aloud of thy righteoufnefs ; good- 
nefs, grace, and mercy in forgiving fin; for 
righteoufne/s fometimes defigns clemency,. good- 
nefs, and mercy; fee P/a/. xxxi. 1. and faithful- 
nefs in making good the divine promife to forgive 
fuch who are fenfible of fin, and repent of it, ac- 
knowledge it, and afk for mercy; or the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, well known to David, Rom. iv. 


6. which juftifies from all fin, removes the guilt of 


it, and fills the foul with joy and gladnefs, Jai. 
Ixi. 10. 

y. 15. O Lord, open thou my lips, &c.]. The 
Targum adds, in the Law ; which were fhut with 
.a fenfe of fin, with fhame of it, and forrow for it ; 
and though they were in fome meafure opened in 
prayer to God for the forgivenefs of it, as appears 
by various petitions in this pfalm; yet he ftill want- 
ed a free fpirit and boldnefs at the throne of grace, 
which the believer has when his heart is fprinkled 
from an evil confcience by the blood of Chrift ; and 
efpecially his lips were fhut as to praife and thanks- 
giving; the guilt of fin had fealed up his lips, that 
he could not fing the praifes of God as he had for- 
merly done ; and only a difcovery of pardoning 
grace could open’ them, and for this he prays. 
And my mouth fall foew forth thy praife ; the praife 
of his mercy, grace, goodnefs, truth, and faith- 
fulnefs, in pfalms, hymns, and fpiritual fongs ; fee 
Pfal. cili. 13+" ; 

y. 16. For thou defireft not facrifice, &c.] Legal 
facrifice ; for there was no facrifice appointed un- 
der the Law for murder and adultery. E//e would 
T give it; he would: gladly have offered it up. 
Thou delightes not in burnt-offering ; at leaft fuch 
kind of facrifices, though they were of divine ap- 
pointment, and at that time in full force and ufe; 
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yet they were not the only and principal {acrifices 
God defired and delighted in ; nor were they at all 
acceptable to him without faith in Chrift, and a 
humble fenfe of fin; and when offered in the beft 
manner, yet fpiritual obedience, acts of mercy, 
and facrifices of praife and thank{giving; were more 
pleafing to him, 1 Sam. xv. 15, 22. ‘Hof. vi. 6. 


 Pfal. xix. 30, 31.wherefore the pfalmift propofed to 


offer praife in the preceding verfe, and adds what 
follows. 

¥. 17. The facrifices of God are a broken /pirit, 
&c.] That is’ humbled under a fenfe-of fin; has 
true repentance for it; is fmitten, wounded, and 
broken with it, by the word of God in the hand of 
the Spirit, which is a hammer to break the rock in 
pieces; and that not merely. in a legal, but in an 
evangelical. way; grieving for fin as committed a- 
gainft a God of love; broken and melted down 
under a fenfe of it, in a view of pardoning grace ; 
and mourning for it, whilft beholding a pierced 
and wounded Saviour: the facrifices of fuch a bro- 
ken heart and contrite fpirit are the facrifices God 
defires, approves, accepts of, and delights in, 4 
broken and a contrite beart, O God, thou wilt not de- 


Spife ; but regard, and receive with pleafure; fee 


Pfal. cil. 17. the Lord binds up, and heals fuch 
broken hearts and fpirits, P/a/. cxlvii. 3. Jf. 1xi. 
1. he is nigh to fuch perfons, looks upon them, 
has refpect unto them, and comes and dwells a- 
mong them, P/a/. xxxiv, 18. J/a, Ixvi. 15 2. and 
Ivil. 15. 

¥. 18. Do good in thy good pleafure unto Zion, 
&c.] This, and the following verfe, are thought, 
by a Spanifb Rabbi mentioned by Aben Ezra, ta 
have been added. by one of the holy men that lived 
in the time of the Babyloni/h captivity ; though ra- 
ther it is thought, by the latter, to be wrote by 
David, under a {pirit of prophecy, . concerning 
times to come; and fo Kimchi thinks they are pro- 
phetical of future things; of the deftruction of the 
firft and fecond temple, and of the acceptablenefs 
of facrifices in the times of the Meffiah: and by 
Zion is meant the church, under the gofpel-difpen- 
fation, Heb. xii. 22. Rev. xiv. 1. and. the good 
prayed for includes all the good and glorious things 
{poken of the church of Chrift in the latter day 5 
fuch as an increafe of its numbers, the bringing in 
the fulnefs of the Gentiles, the converfion of the 


Jews, and the kingdoms of this world becoming the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift; the {pread | 


of the gofpel all over the world, the purity of gof- 
pel-doétrine, worfhip, and ordinances, the {piri- 
tuality of religion, the power of godlinefs; and an 
abounding of brotherly love, “ad the like. The 


good pleafure of God, iz which t's is defired to be 


done, may denote either p1¥9 Fly ¢he acceptable 
time ; or time of good pleafure, the gofpel-difpenfa- 
tion fo called, -J/ai. xlix. 8. 2 Cor. vi. 2. in which 
it has been foretold, and may be expected thefe 
things fhall be done; or elfe the caufe, fource, and 
{pring of them, which is the fovereign good-will 
and pleafure of God, from whence, flow all the 
bleffings of grace and goodnefs, Build thou the 
walls of Ferufalem; not literally taken; for thefe 
do not appear to have ftood in need of being re- 
paired or rebuilt in David’s time; but the church 
of God, which is a fpiritual houfe, built up of 
lively ftones, true believers; which may be faid to 
be more and more built up by an addition of fuch 
unto it: it is as a city compact together, whofe 
walls are falvation, and its gates praife, J/a. xxvi, 
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1. and Ix. 48, of the wall of the new Ferufalem ; 
fee Rev. xxi. 12, 18, 19. 


y¥. 19. Then foalt thou be pleafed with the facrifi- 


ces of righteoufne/i, &c.] Which mutt be diffe- 
rent from the legal ones he defired not, and did 
not delight in, ¥. 16. but defign facrifices under 
the gofpel-difpenfation, as the word shen fhews, 
which connetts this verfe with the preceding: and 
in the firft place intend the facrifice of Chrift, which 
is of a fweet-fmelling favour to God; and his righte- 
oufnefs, with which he is well pleafed, becaufe the 
law is magnified and made honourable by it; and 
next. the faints themfelves, who prefent their bo- 
dies to him a holy, living, and acceptable facri- 
fice, they being accepted with him-in Chrift the be- 
loved; as alfo their good works, particularly acts 
of charity and beneficence, with which facrifices 
God is well-pleafed; and efpecially the fpiritual 
facrifices of praife and thankfgiving, which are ac- 
ceptable to him through Jefus Chrift; as all are 
that are offered in faith through him, and from 
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Pf. Itt. y. T 
love, and with a view to the glory of God; fe 
Eph. v. 2. Rom. xii. 1. Heb. xiii. 15, 16, With 
burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offéring ; the diffe- 
rence between thefe two, according to Aben Ezra 
and Kimchi, was, that the mp o/a, or burnt-of- 
fering, was the daily facrifice ; and the additional 
ones, which were of beafts and birds, Lev. i. and 
the 9995 cali/, was the meat-offering of the priefts, 
which was wholly confumed, Lev. vi. 22, 23. 
though this alfo is fometimes ufed of beafts, 1 Sam. 
7,9. and both may fignify love to God, and to 
our neighbour ; or a man’s devoting himfelf to the 
Lord in the flames of love, as a whole burnt-offer- 
ing to him, and which is better than all burnt- 
offerings, Mark xii. 33. Then hall they offer bul- 
locks upon thine altar ; or calves’ meaning the 
calves of the lips, Hof: xiv. 2. interpreted the fruit 
of the lips, even giving thanks to the name of 
God, Heb. xiii. 16. which facrifices of praife being 
offered up on the altar Chrift, come with accept- 
ance before God, Hed, xiii. 10, 16, J/a. lvi. 7. 


To the chief mufician, Mafchil, 4 p/alm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, 
and faid unto him, David is come to the houfe of Ahimelech. . 


F the title Ma/chil, fee the note on P/al. xxxii. 

The occafion of this pfalm is here related, 

the hiftory of which is in 1 Sam, xxi, 7. and xxii, 
8, 9, 10, 18, 21, 22. The fum of itis this; David 
having fled from Saul, came to Abimelech the prieft 
at Nob, and defired bread and a fword of him, 
which were given him, Doeg the Edomite being 
prefent at the fame time. Sw/picius Severus * calls 
him a Syrian, following the Greek verfion of 1 Sam. 
xxi, and xxii. and fo does Fofepbus *, through a 
miftake of the letter 4 for", an Aramite inftead 
of an Edomite ; fee the note on 1 Sam. xxi, 7. and 
xxii, g. this man obferved what was done for Da- 
vid by the prieft; and when. Sau? complained to 
his captains, that they all confpired againft' him, 
and no man was forry for him, or fhewed him the 
intrigue between David and his fon; Daeg ftood up 
and related what, and morethan what he had heard 
and feen pafs between David and Abimelech ; upon 
which Saul fent for the prieft, and all his father’s 
houfe with him, and charged him with treafonable 
practices ; and though he folemnly protefted his 
innocency, Saul would not believe him, but or- 
dered his. footmen to fall upon him, and upon all 
the priefts with him ; but they refufing, he com- 
manded Doeg to do it, who accordingly did, and 
flew eighty-five priefts; and deftroyed all in the ci- 
ty of Nob, men, women, children, and fucklings, 
oxen, afles and fheep ; only Abitub, the fon of 4- 
himelech, efcaped, who fled to David, and report- 
ed the whole affair; upon which he penned this 
pfalm: in which he has refpect not only to the then 
prefent cafe, but to future times, Doeg being a 
type of Antichrift, the man of fin; in his name, 
which fignifies anxious and folicitous", as he was to 
gain the king’s favour, and obtain wealth and ho- 
nour; fois Antichrift to grafp all power, civil and 
ectlefiaftical, and to get worldly honour and rich- 
es: inthe country he was of, being an Edomite ; and 
it is éafy to obferve, that Edom is the name which 
the Jews commonly give to the Roman empire, in 


¥ [35 vitulos, V.L. Pagninus, Tigurine verfion, Mafculus. 
« Arad, JN (olicitus, anxius foit, Buxtorf, 


Bot2,f. t43 
mellius, Gejerus, 


which Antichrift has his feat and power: in his re- 
ligion, being a profelyte of the Jews, and was at 
an act of devotion, detained before the Lord, when 
he faw and heard what pafied between David and 
Abimelech ; fo Antichrift appeared with the mafk 
of réligion, rofe up out of the church, and fat in 
the temple of God, fhewing himfelf as though he 
was God: in his office, the chiefeft of the herdmen, 
or mighteft among the fhepherds of Saul; fo An- 
tichrift calls himfelf princeps paftorum, the chief of 
pyftors ; affuming to himfelf the title which belongs 
to Chrift, the chief fhepherd and bifhop of fouls : 
and laftly, in his cruelty in laying the priefts of 
the Lord, Antichrift is notorious for thedding 
and drinking the blood of the faints, the faithful 
confeffors and witneffes of Jefus Chrift. In this 
pfalm David upbraids him with his glorying imhis 
wickednefs, and checks it, by obferving that the 
grace and goodnefs of God to his people ever en- 
dures, ¥. 4. charges him with devifing mifchief, 
and loving it, ¥. 2—~4, and foretels his everlafting 
ruin and deftruction, y. 5. which will be feen by 
the righteous with pleafure, who will have juft rea- 
fon to infult over him, y¥. 6, 7. and the pfalm is 
concluded with an account of the happy condition, 
and comfortable frame of foul the pfalmift was in, 
in a view of all his troubles and enemies; he was. 
flourifhing- in the church of God, trufted in the 
mercy of God for ever,, and determined always to 
praife him and wait upon him, which is good for 
the faints to do, ¥. 8, g. a) 
, P ht + 
¥. 1. Why boaftet thou thyfelf in mifebief 2 &c.] 
Or in evil” ; in that which is finful; to glory in 
riches, wifdom and ftrength, which are not in 
themfelves evil, is wrong; and. to rejoice in fuch - 
boaftings, all fuch rejoicing is evil ; to be a doer of 
mifchief, or fin, is bad; to make a fport of it, 
worfe ; but to glory in it, and boaft of it when 
done, is worfer ftill: to be boafters of evil things, 
is the charaéter of Antichrift and his followers, 
2 Tim, 


s Sacr. Hift. Lr.p 43." ~~ t Antid. 1. 6. 
¥ TY 72 in malo, Vatablus, Junius & Tre- 


, 
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2 Tim. iii. 2. who not only*boaft of their merit, 
their good works, and works of fupererogation, 
and ‘of their riches, and honour, and grandeur, 
faying, I fit as a queen, Rev. xviii. 7. but of their 
wickednefs in fhedding the blood of the faints, 
thinking thereby they do God good fervice, and 
merit heaven, and eternal happinefs; as Doeg boaft- 
ed of his flaughter of the priefts, and of his gain- 
ing the king’s favour by it. O mighty man! re- 
ferring either to his office, being the chief of Saui’s 
herdmen, and fet over his fervants, 1 Sam, xxi. 
7. and xxii. 9. or ironically, to the mighty deed 
he had done, in flaying the unarmed priefts, and 
putting to death the very fucklings at the breaft, 
and even the innocent fheep, oxen and affes ; or 
to his great wickednefs and power to commit it; 
though man has no power and free-will to that 
which is good, yet he has to that which is evil ; 
fo the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and the Eajftern 
verfions, render it, O thou! mighty in wickedne/s; 
and to the fame purpofe the Targum paraphrafes it, 
mighty to foed innocent blood, and the note of Aben 
Ezra is, mighty to do evil. A learned writer * thinks 
this relates to Sau/, and defcribes him as a man of 
power and dignity. The character well agrees with 
the little hornand Roni/h beaft, Dan. vi. 20. Rev. 
xiii. 2, 4, 7. The goodnefs of God endureth conti- 
nually ; that is, the love, grace, and mercy of 
God ; this is obferved as what is the matter of the 
faints boafting, in oppofition to the wicked boatt- 


ing of Deeg ; they glory in the love of God, and | ¥ 


in that they know him who exercifeth loving-kind- 
nefs, which is the fource of all the bleffings of 
grace and goodnefs; andin Chrift, through whom 
all are communicated to them ;"and in him, as made 
every blefling to them, wifdom, righteoufnefs, 
fanctification, and redemption: they afcribe the 
whole of their falvation, and all they have, to the 
erace of God, and glory in nothing as of them- 
felves, and. as though not received of the Lord. 
Moreover, the pfalmift may take notice of this, as 
what was his fupport under all the perfecutions he 
endured from men; that he had an intereft in the 
grace and goodnefs of God, which is immutable 
and everlafting, invariably the fame in all ftates 
and conditions and that he was encompafied about 
with the favour of God as with a fhield; and that 
it was not in the power of his moft implacable ene- 
mies to feparate him from the love of God; and 
therefore it was egregious folly in Doeg to boaft 
himfelf in mifchief; for be he as mighty as he 
might, he could not prevent his fharing in the di- 
vine goodnefs, which always continues. 

¥. 2. Thy tongue devifeth mifchiefs, &c,] Abun- 
dance of mifchiefs, in a variety of ways, againft 
many perfons, even all good men. What proper- 
ly belongs to the heart is here afcribed to the 
tongue; becaufe, as Aben Ezra obferves, it is the 
interpreter and difcoverer of the thoughts of the 
heart: out of the abundance of that the tongue 
fpeaks and declares the mifchief it has devifed. Do- 
eg intended mifchief to David, when he {poke to 
Saul, 1 Sam. xxii. 9, 10. fo Antichrift devifes mif- 
chiefs againft the faints of the moft High, to wear 
them out, and thinks to change times and laws, 
Dan, vii.25. Like a fharp razor, working deceit- 
fully; that is, bis tongue was like a razor; the ra- 
zor is but a {mall inftrument, and the tongue is 
but a little member: the razor is a fharp and cut- 
ting one, and fo is the tongue; and therefore com- 


* Delany’s Life of King David, vol. 1. p. 119. 
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pared toa fharp fword, Pal. lvii. 4. fee Fer. xviii. 
18. the razor takes off the beard cleanly and whol- 
ly ; Doeg’s tongue was the caufe of the utter ruin of 
Abimelech’s family and the city of Nob; and asa ra- 
zor may be faid to work deceitfully, when it turns 
afide in the hand of him that ufeth it, and with the 
hair takes off more than it fhould, even fkin and 
flefh, or cuts the man’s throat; fo, in a deceitful 
and infidious manner did Doeg work the deftruc- 
tion of Abimelech and the priefts ofthe Lord. 

¥.3.Thou loveft evil more than good, 8éc.] Indeed 
not good at all; fuch comparatives being ftrong 
negatives; fee P/al. cxviii. 8, 9. a wicked man 
loves evil, and nothing elfe ; his carnal mind being 
enmity to all that is good. And /ying, rather than to 
Speak righteoufnefs ; as appears by his affirming that 
Abimelech enquired of the Lord for David, when 
he did not, 1 Sam. xxii. 10, 15. and by fuffering 
fome things to pafs for truths which were falfhoodsy 
when it lay in his power to have difproved them : 
and fuch a lover of lies is Antichrift; fee 1 Tim. 
iv. 2. 2Zheff. ii. 11. Selah; of this word, fee the 
note on P/al, iii. 2. 

¥. 4. Thou loveft all devouring words, &c.] Or 
words of /wallowing up”; fuch as lies, calumnies, 
and detractions are, which devour the characters 
and reputations of men, and are the caufe fome- 
times of their utter ruin and deftruction; of the de- 
vouring and blafphemous words of Antichrift fee 
Rev. xiii. 5, 6. O thou deceitful tongue; as ‘in 


Og) 
yy. 5. God fhall likewife deftroy thee for ever, 
&c.] AS a juft retaliation for the mifchief done 
to others ; or, ¢herefore Ged fhall destroy *, 8c. even 
body and foul in hell, with an everlafting deftruc- 
tion, which will be the cafe of every wicked man, 
and particularly of the antichriftian party, Rev. 
/Xiv. 10, 11. the word is ufed of breaking down the 
houfe in which the leprofy was, Zev. xiv. 45. and 
denotes: the utter extinction of Doeg’s family, and 
the irrecoverable ruin of Antichrift, Rev. xviii, 21. 
He fhall take thee away; as fire fron the hearth, 
Tfai, XXX. 14. or as burning coals from the altar, 
a word from the root here ufed fignifies a cenfer : 
and the meaning is, that as his tongue was a fire, 
and fet on fire of hell, and he was as a burning 
coal, he was fit for nothing but to be caft into ever- 
lafting burnings. And pluck thee out of thy dwell- 
ing-place ; tent, or tabernacle*; referring to the 
tents of fhepherds, he being the chief of Sau/’s 
fhepherds ; or to fome ftately palace he had built 
for himfelf to dwell in, upon his advancement at 
court; or rather, to the tabernacle of the Lord, 
where he had been an hypocritical worfhipper ; but 
now fhould be cut off from the church of God, as 
a rotten member, and caft out of the tabernacle of 
Facob, Mal. it. 12. whilft David flourifhed as an 
Olive tree ‘in the houfe of the Lord, y¥. 8. And 
root thee out of the land of the living. Selab. in re- 
taliation for his rooting out Abimelech’s family, 
and the inhabitants of Nob; fo in like manner he 
and his fhould be deftroyed root and branch, and 
not fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the 
living, nor enjoy eternal life in the world to come. 
The Targum renders the word Se/ah here for ever, 
as in y. 3. 

y. 6. The righteous alfo fhall fee, &c.] The 
Targum adds, the punifhment of the wicked ; parti- 
cularly what is before predicted of Doeg. The 
judgments of God upon the ungodly, as they are 
certain, 
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certain, fo they will be vifible, either in this world,’ 


or in that to come, Rev. xv. 4. Jfat. Ixvi. 24. 
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And fear, the Targum adds, from before the Lord; they are planted there by the Lord himfelf, and 
not with a flavith fear, with a dread of the fame -fhall never be rooted up; they are fixed there, and 


punifhment, from which they are free, through 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them, by 
which they are denominated righteous ones ; tho’ 
the judgments of God on others ftrike them with 
folemn awe and reverence, P/fal. cxix. 120. but 
with a filial, godly fear; with a fear of God for 
his goodnefs to them, in delivering them out 
of the hands of wicked men, which engages them 
more and more to fear the Lord, and to ferve and 
worfhip him ; fee Rev. xv. 4. And fhall laugh at 
him; at Doeg ; and fo at any other wicked man, 
when they fee the vengeance of God upon him, 
Pfal. \viii. 10. not that they rejoice at that barely 
confidered in itfelf, or as it is an evil and mifchief 
to wicked men; for that does not become them, 
Prov. xxiv. 17, 18. but as it i$ expreffive of the 
care of God over them, and love to them, in a- 
venging their enemies; and more efpecially as the 
glory of divine juftice is difplayed therein ; fee Rev. 
XVili. 20. and xix. 1, 2, forall this will be emi- 
nently fulfilled in the deftruction of Antichrift. 


y. 7. Lo, this is the man that made not God bis. 


Strength, &c.] The Targum renders it, that made 
not the Word of the Lord bis ftrength. 'Thefe are 
the words the righteous would fay, when they fhould 
fee the deftruétion of Doeg : See the man, the migh- 
ty man, and his end; what all his ill-gotten ho- 
nour and riches are come to; and what his wick- 
ednefs, deceit and cruelty, have brought upon him. 
The righteous make the Lord their ftrength, put 
their truft in him, in whom is everlafting ftrength ; 
do all they do in his ftrength; fly to him as their 
Stronghold, as the word» may be rendered ; thither 
they run and are fafe: but the rich man’s wealth is 
his ftrong city, Prov. xviii. 10, 11. there he thinks 
himfelf fafe, and places his confidence in it, as fol- 
lows: But trujted in the abundance of bis riches ; 
fee the note on Pfal. xlix. 6. fo the antichriftian 
whore is reprefented as boafting of her riches and 
honour, and trufting in them, that they would al- 
ways continue, Rev. xviii. 7. like the fool in Luke 
xii. 19, 20. And ftrengthned himfelf in bis wicked- 
nefs; encouraged and hardened himfelf in fin, gave 
up himfelf to it; and, by an obftinate continuance 
in it, ftrengthned the vicious habits contracted 5 
ftretched out his hand againft God, and ftrength- 
ned himfelf againft the Almighty; went on ina 
daring manner, promifing himfelf impunity ; and 
as if his wickednefs was his ftrength, his fafeguard 
and protection : or iz bis mammon, his wealth and 
fubftance, as the Targum interprets it; and foR. 
Saadiah Gaon ©, and with which the Syriac ver- 
fion agrees; and then the fenfe is the fame with 
the other claufe. But alas! what are all fuch forces 
of ftrength, when wrath comes forth from the Lord 
of hofts? ‘fob xxxvi. 18, 19. Prov. xi. 4. 

+y. 8. But IJ am like a green olive-tree in the houfe 
of God, &c.] Or rather, it fhould be fupplied, 7 
feall be*  fince David was at this time an exile 
from the houfe of God : and this exprefies his faith 
and confidence, that, notwithftanding his prefent 
troubles, he fhould be reftored again, and be in a 
very flourifhing condition, in the church of God ; 
which is here meant by ¢he houfe of God: it being 


> TY arcem fuam, Coeceius ; prefidium, munimentum, Michaelis. 
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fhall never go out; which was Davia’s confidenee, 
Pfal. xxiii. 6. and where he believed he fhould be 
as a green olive-tree ; which is a very choice and 
fruitful tree, has fatnefs in it, produces an excel- 
lent oi] ; is beautiful to look at; delights in hot 
climates and funny places ; is found on mountains, 
we read of the mount of Olives ; is ever green and 
durable, and its leaves and branches are fymbols of 
peace: all which is applicable to truly righteous 
perfons and believers in Chrift; who are the excel- 
lent of the earth, are filled with the fruits of righ- 
teoufnefs; are fat and flourifhing ; have the oil of 
grace, the anointing which teacheth all things; are 
a perfection of beauty, made perfeétly comely 
through Chrift’s comelinefs thrive under him, 
the Sun of righteoufnefs; grow in the mountain 
of the Lord’s houfe, the church: their grace is 
incorruptible, their leaf withers not; they are root- 
ed in Chrift, and ever continue; they are the fons 
of peace, and their laft end will be eternal peace. 
Now as fuch, David was affured he fhould be, 


when his enemy would be rooted up out of the 


land of the living, and caft like a dry and worth- 
lefs branch into everlafting burnings; the ground 
of which confidence follows: I truft in the mercy 
of God for ever and ever ; the mercy of God is not 
only an encouragement to truft, but the object of 
it; not the abfolute mercy of God, but the grace 
and goodnefs of God in Chrift Jefus, which en- 
dures continually, y.1. and fo does hope in it, 
which never makes afhamed, but abides to the end. 
The pfalmift feems to have refpeét to the mercy 
promifed him, that he fhould fit upon the throne. 
This he believed, and therefore was affured he 
fhould be in the flourifhing circumftances in the 
houfe of God, before mentioned. : 
¥.9. I will praife thee for ever, &c.] Bothin 
this world, as long as he lived, and had a being 
in it; and in the world to come, to all eternity. 
This is a refolution refpecting what he would do, 
when he fhould be in the happy condition he was 
confident of. Becaufe thou haft done it; the Tar- 
gum interprets it, ‘he revenge of my judgment; mean- 
ing the vengeance of God on Doeg; and to the. 
fame fenfe Aben Ezra and Kimchi: though it may 
refer to the comfortable and happy condition he 
fhould be in, y. 8. and which he wholly afcribes 


to the grace and goodnefs of God, and not to any. 


merits of his own, and therefore determines to 
praife him for it. And I will wait on thy name ; 
on the Lord himfelf, in his houfe and ordinances, 


for his prefence and frefh fupplies of grace and 
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| of his building, and where he dwells, and where 
_ to have a place, is the great privilege of the faints 5 


ftrength, when he fhould be reftored. Or the fenfe » 


is, that in the mean while he would wait patiently 
on the Lord, until he had accomplifhed what he 
had promifed, and David believed, For it is good 
before thy faints; the fenfe is, either that it is good 
to wait upon the Lord and for him; which ap- 
pears to be fo to all the faints, by the comfortable 
experience they have had of it, J/a. xl. 31. Lam. 
iii, 26. or the name of the Lord is good unto them, 


pleafant, delightful and comfortable, as proclaimed, ~ 


Exod, Xxxiv. 6, 7. fee Cant. i, 3. and alfo Rev. 
XV. 4. : ; 
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To the chief mufician, upon Mahalath, Mafchil, 2 pfalm of David: 


HE word mabalath is only ufed here and in 

Pfal, \xxxviii. Some, with ben Ezra, take 
it to be the firft word of a fong, to the tune of 
which this pfalm was fet; others, with Zarchi, that 
it is the name of a mufical inftrument on which it 
was fung; a hollow inftrument, of the fame na- 
ture with zechilotb, Pfal. v. Though it may relate 
to the argument or fubject-matter of the pfalm, 
and be rendered, concerning /ickne/s or infirmily— ; 
and as Farchi obferves, fome interpret it, .¢oncern- 
ing the fickne/s or weakne/s of Ifrael, when the tem- 
ple was deftroyed. But it feems much better’ to 
underftand it of the ficknefs and difeafe of fin; and 
the weaknefs following upon that, to which all 
mankind are fubject; fince the pfalm .manifeftly 
treats of the general corruption and depravity of 
human nature.. This pfalm is the fame. with Pia, 
xiv. and is expreffed in the fame words, with fome 
little difference ; the reafon of its repetition is ‘Va- 
rioufly conjectured. Some think that the compiler 
of the book of Pfalms, obferving various readings 
in it occafioned by copying, thought fit to infert 
it both ways; but it is molt likely to be compofed, 
by David himfelf, at different times, and it may 
be on different occafions, and with different views. 
Some think the former, namely P/al, xiv. was writ- 
ten concerning Nadal, and this concerning Doeg a 
according to Farcbi, that was concerning Nebu-; 
chadnezzar, this concerning Tilus Vefpafian ; or, 
as others think, Antiochus Epiphanes. Kimchi is 
of opinion that this pfalm, being placed between 
One that relates to Deeg, and another that refers to 
the Zipbites, points at the likenefs there is between 
the cafe of David and the Meffiah; that as David 
had many who fought to enfnare him, yet God re- 
warded them, and eftablifhed him in the kingdom; 
fo it will be with the Meffiah : but it is much more 
reafonable with others to conclude, that it is re- 
peated either becaufe of the importance of it; be- 
caufe that as the former may refer to the corrup- 
tion of the Jews in the times of David, this to the 
corruption of men in the times of Chrift: and his 
apoftles, and under the gofpel-difpenfation, until 


the fecond coming of Chrift, efpecially under the | 


reign of Antichrift. The argument of the pfalm,. 
according to the Syriac verfion, is concerning Abi- 
thopbel, who gave counfel to 4b/alom to purlue his 
father David and kill him: and, according to the 
Arabic verfion, it is a prophecy concerning Badel 
and Sennacherib; fo Theodoret: but rather con- 
cerning myftical Babylon, and the man of fin. 


y. x. The fool bath faid in bis heart, There is no 
God, &c.] The Targum adds, of whom is re- 
venge; or there is no God to punifh and avenge 
the wicked. Corrupt are they ; the Chaldee para- 

hrafe is, the wicked have corrupted their ways; as 
all flefh had done in the old world, Gen. vi. 12. 
And have done abominable iniquity; iniquity is the 
abominable thing that God hates, and makes men 
abominable in his fight; in P/a/. xiv. 1. itis read, 
abominable works: the Targum paraphrafes the 
words, they are far from good, for iniquity is found 
in them, fee Rev. xxi. 8,27. There is none that 
doth good ; fee the note on P/al. xiv. 1. 


nipus, Montanus, &c. 


Vot-. III. Ne 22. 


-¢ FIND Oy de miferia, Tigurine verfion, vel infirmitate ; fo Ainfworth, 


¥.2, God looked down from heaven upon the chil- 
dren of men, &c.} \n Pfal. xiv. 2. it is read, she 
Lord or Febovah; in every thing elfe theré is an 
agreement in this verfe; fee the note there. , Zo /ee 
if there were any that, did underftand ,, the Targum 
is, that were undéerftanding in the law; it doubtlefs 
means underftanding in divine and fpiritual things. 
That did feek God, the above paraphrafe is, /eek- 
ing dottrine from before the Lord. 

\ Weg. Every one of them is gone back, 8cc.] From 
God, and the way of his commandments. In P/ai, 
XIV. 3.) it is, they axe all gone afide; fee the ndte 
there. . What follows in this verfe is the fame as 
there. 

¥.4. Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge ? 
&c.] In P/al, xiv. 4. itis, have all the workers; 
&c, There are none of ‘them but what have, un- 
lefs given up to judicial blindnefs, and hardnefs of 
heart, to believe a lie, as Antichrift and his fol- 
lowers,« 2 The/f. ii. 10, 11. Who eat up my people, 
|as they'eat bread ; and‘drink their blood, and are~ 
drunken with it, Rev. xvii. 6. They have not call- 
ed upon God but upon their idols, upon the Vir- 
gin Mary, ard faints departed, In P/ai. xiv. 4. it is, 
upon the Lord, ae eerie Seghy . 
* f5. There were théy in gréat fear, where no 
fear was, &c.]' Before; neither of God nor man, 
nor any dtead of punifhmeht, but the utmoft fe- 
curity, Rev. xviil. 9,8, to. ‘For God hath feattered 
the bones of him that, encampeth againft thee, either 
againft Chrift, or againft his church and peoples 
who fet themfelves againft the perfon, office and 
grace of Chrift, and feek to diftrefs and deftroy his 
intereft : the bones of fuch God will fcatter that 
is, he will deftroy Antichrift and his armies, which 
afé his ftrerigth, as the bones are the fttength of 
the human body; and make ‘fuch a carnage of 
them, that the fowls of the air fhall eat their flefh, 
and their bones fhall be fcattered here and there ; 
fee Rev. xix. 17—21. So the Targum, * for God 

‘¢ fcatters the ftrength of the armies of the wick- 
“© ed.” Kimchi interprets it of the bones of the 
nations that fhall encamp againft Ferufalem, in the 
days of Gog ; fee Rev. xx. 8,9. and Aben Ezra ob- 
ferves, that thee refpects either God or the Meffiah. 
Thou haft put them to /hame; this is either an ad- 
drefs of the pfalmift unto God, declaring what he 
had done ; or rather, of God’the Father to his Son 
Chrift Jefus; and fo Kimchi and Ben Melech fay, 
this refers to the Meffiah: and it may be expref- 
five of the fhame and confufion that Antichrift and 
his followers will be thrown into, when they fhall 
make war with the Lamb, and he fhall overcome 
them, Rev. xvii. 14. Becaufe God hath defpifed 
them or rejected them as reprobates ; given them 
‘up to a reprobate mind ; and being ungodly men, 

has before ordained them to this condemnation. The 

Targum is, ** for the Word of the Lord hath re- 

“ jected them 5” as filthy, loathfome and abomi- 

nable, and caft them alive into the lake of fire, 

Rev, xix. 20. 

¥. 6. O that the falvation of Irael were come 
out of Zion! &c.] Or, who will give* out of Zion 
the falvation of Ifrael. ‘The Targum adds, except 
the Lord; and this is a requeft to him for it: and 
. as 
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as in Pfal. xiv. 7. it may be a wifh for the firft com- 
ing of Chrift, to work out falvation for his people ; 
here it may be expreffive of the defire of the church 
for his coming in a fpiritual manner, in the latter 
day, to take to himfelf his great power and reign ; 
to deftroy Antichrift, and deliver his people from 
bondage and oppreffion by him; when the Gen- 
tiles fhall be gathered in, the Jews will be con- 
verted, and all J/raé? faved; fee Rom. xi. 25, 26. 
It is in the original text, /a/vations *; denoting the 
complete falvation of the church; when all her e- 
nemies will be deftroyed, and all peace and profpe- 
rity fhall be enjoyed by her. When God bringeth 
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back the captivity of bis people; who have been car- 
ried into it by Antichrift, Rev. xiii. 10. Facob foall 
rejoice, and Ifrael foall be glad ; for now the king- 
doms of this world will become Chrift’s ; the mar- 
riage of the Lamb will be come, and the bride 
made ready, through the calling of the Gentiles, 
and the converfion of the Jews ; which_will occa- 
fion the four and twenty elders, the reprefentatives 
of the chriftian church, to give thanks to the Lord 
God Almighty, and caufe many voices to be heard 
in heaven, expreffing great joy on this occafion, 
Rev, xi. 15, 16,17, 18. and xix, t—=7. 


ty) we 


M. LIV. 


To the-chief nia fidnt, on Neginoth, Mafchil, @ pfalm of David; when the Ziphim came and 
faid to Saul, Doth not David hide himfelf with us? 


O F the word weginoth, fee the note on the title 
of P/al. iv. and of. ma/cbil, the note on the 
title of P/a/. xxxii. The occafion of writing this 
pfalm were the difcoveries the Ziphim or Zipbites 
made to Saul, of David being in their neighbour- 
hood ; which they did twice, as appears from 1 Sam. 
Xxill. 14, 19. and xxvi.1.. Which of thefe gave 
occafion to the pfalm is not certain ; it is very like- 
ly that it was compofed after both had been made. 
Thefe Zipbim were the inhabitants of a city called 
Zipk, which was in the tribe of Fudabh, Fo/h. xv. 
55. near to which was a wildernefs, which had its 
riame from the city, in which David was when 
they came to Saul with this news of him. 


¥.1. Save me, O God, by thy name, &c.}| That 
is, by himfelf, by his power, and of his grace and 
teeny ; the Lord’s name is often ufed for him- 
elf. David in his diftrefs applies to his God for 
falvation and deliverance, who only could give it ; 
which was right ; and his prayer was remarkably 
heard and anfwered : for when Saud came down up- 
on the firft difcovery, and befet David and his men 
all around, juft as he was about to feize the prey, 
tidings came to him of the invafion of the Phili/- 
tines 3 which obliged him direétly to quit his pur- 
fuit of David, and return in hafte for the defence 
of his country, 1 Sam, xxiii. 26, 27, 28. and up- 
on the fecond difcovery, when Sau/ came again to 
take him, Sau/ was delivered into the hands of 
David, who could have took away his life if he 
would; but he only took his fpear and cruife of 
water by his bolfter, as a proof of his being in 
his power, 1 Sam. xxvi, 12. Of fuch avail is the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man, This 
prayer is fuitable enough to David’s Antitype and 
Son, the Meffiah ; fee P/al. Ixix. 1. Heb. v. 7. and 
efpecially to fenfible finners; who, being made ac- 
quainted with their loft and perifhing condition, en- 
quire the way of falvation ; and finding it is not by 
works, but by Chrift alone, apply in that way for 
it, and defire that God would fave them by his Son; 
who is his name, in whom his name is, and whofe 
name Jefus, a Saviour, is of God’s giving ; and this 
name is a ftrong tower, whither fuch fouls, fenfi- 
ble of danger, flee and are fafe; nor is there any 
other name in which falvation is, and which is 
therefore exceeding precious, and like ointment 
poured forth; fee Exod. xxiii, 21. Matth. i. 21. 
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Prov, xviii. 10. As iv, 12. Cant. i. 3. Or, for 
thy name’s fake" ; for the fake of the glory of his 
divine perfections ;_ which was difplayed in the de- 
liverance of David, and more ‘abundantly in the 
falvation of loft finners; fuch as the wifdom, 
power, faithfulnefs, juftice, grace and mercy of 
God. Such a petition fhews that man cannot fave 
himfelf; that no creature, none but God can fave 
him ;_ and that a fenfible finner defires to be faved 
in fuch a way, that God may be glorified. dnd 
judge me by thy firength; David, though innocent, 
had many charges laid againft him; his enemies 
were lively and ftrong ; he puts his caufe into the 
hands of the Lord, his ftrong Redeemer, who was 
able to plead it thoroughly againft thofe that ftrove 
with him; fo Chrift, his antitype, committed his 
caufe to him that judgeth righteoufly, 1 Pet. ii. 23. 
and fo fhould every believer. 
¥. 2. Hear my prayer, O God, &c.] The pfalmilt 
firft puts up his petitions, and then defires to be 
heard ;_ his diftrefs, and the fervency of his fpirit, 
not fuffering him to obferve order, Give ear to 
the words of my mouth; for the prayer which was 
conceived in his mind, and inwrought there by the 
Spirit of God, was expreffed vocally. __ dy 
¥.3. For flrangers are rifen up againft me, &c.] 
Meaning fuch as Doeg the Edomite, or heathen fol- 
diers, that Sau/ had hired and took into his army, 
who were aliens from the commonwealth of Tract 5 
and fuch as thefe rofe up againft Davia’s antityp 
the Meffiah, P/al. ii. 1,2. 4s iv. 27. Or a 
the Ziphim, who were of his own nation, yea of 
his own tribe, yet ufed him as barbaroufly as the 
very heathens would have done, or worfe ; and who, 
though notwithftanding they were of J/rae/, might 
not be J/raelites indeed, but ftrangers to an inwa: 
experience of divine and fpiritual things: for men 
may be profeffors of religion, and yet be ftrangers 
to God in Chrift, to Chrift himfelf, and the w 
of falvation by him, and communion with him; 
to the Spirit of God, and the operations of his 
grace on the heart; to themfelves, their own hear 
and their {tate and condition by nature; to the gol- 
pel of Chrift, and to the people of God ; and thef 
are fometimes the moft violent perfecutors of gor 
and fpiritual men. And oppreffors feck after my 
foul; or life’, to take it away; as did Sa i 
army ; Who are the mighty or Strong omes*, as the 
word here ufed fignifies; fee 1 Sam. xxiv. 14, and 
A . me " , as 
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as the Jewifh fanhedrim, Scribes and Pharifees, 
fought after the foul or life of Chrift, to take that 
“away, as they did. They have not fet God before 
them. Selab, they did not confider themfelves as 
under the omnifcient eye of God; they did not 
fet his word before them, as the rule of their con- 
du&, but caft-it behind their backs; nor did they 
regard his providential mercies and favours, as a 
motive to engage them to obedience to him, but 
defpifed them ; they had not the fear of God before 
their eyes, nor in their hearts, nor any concern for 
his glory; and therefore did the wicked things they 
did againft his fervant. 
¥. 4. Bebold, God is mine helper, 8cc.) This 
being a matter of wonder to be helped in fo extra- 
ordinary a manner, and a fure.and certain cafe, 
and what was deferving the attention of others; for 
the encouragement of their faith and hope in. like 
cafes, a bebold is prefixed unto it: and what is 
here faid is true of David’s Son the Meffiah, and 
is exprefled by him in much the fame language, 
Ifa. \, 9. and of all the faints whom the Lord 
helps, as at firft converfion, out of the pit where- 
in is no water, out of the horrible pit, the mire 
and clay of nature’s darknefs, ignorance and unbe- 
lief ; fo out of all their afflictions and temptations, 
and out of the hands.of all their enemies ; he:helps 
in the exercife of grace, and in the difcharge of 
duty; and he helps to all mercies temporal and fpi- 
ritual, needful for them; which help is quick and 
prefent, feafonable and fuitable, always fufficient ; 
and is what they have reafon to expect both from 
what he has faid to them in promife, and from 
what he has done for them. The Lord is with 
them that uphold my foul; that miniftred to his fuf- 
tenance, as Abigail did, and that gathered to him 
and joined him, and expofed their lives in the de- 
fence of him; thefe the Lord was with,’ bleffed, 
protected, and afforded them his gracious prefence. 
Such there were with Chrift ; who followed him in 
‘the regeneration ; who miniftred to him of their 
fubftance, whom God rewarded in a way of grace ; 


and he bleffes them that blefs his, and do good to 


them; they being the excellent in the earth, in 
whom is his delight, the apple of his eye, and his 
jewels. Or the fenfe is, that the Lord is he that 
upheld his foul ; not only the chief of his uphold- 
ers, but the only one: fo R. Mo/es * interprets it, 
that he is the alone upholder, and is inftead of all 
upholders, and anfwers to them all; who upheld 
his fou! in life, and followed him with his good- 
nefs : as when God is faid to be the firft, and with 
the laft, the meaning is, that he is the firft and the 
laft, Ifa. xli. 4. fee Pfal. cxviii. 7. fo he upheld 
the foul of Chrift in the wildernefs, and in the gar- 
den, and on the crofs ; fee J/a. xlii. 1. And he up- 
holds all his people in a providential way in their 
beings, and fupplies them with all the neceffaries of 
life; and in a fpiritual way, maintaining their fpi- 
ritual life, fupplying them with all grace, bearing 
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them up under all trials, holding up their goings in 
his ways, and preferving them to the end. 

¥. 5. He foall reward evil unto mine enemies, &c.} 
That eyed him as. Saa/ did; that obferved his 
haunts, where he reforted, and who were with him, 
as the Ziphites did under Sau/’s direction ; as the 
word ™ here ufed for enemies fignifies: the mifchief 
they had devifed for him, he believed would be re- 
turned upon their own heads; the pit they digged, 
they would fall into themfelves; arid the net they 
had {pread for others, their own feet would be taken 
in. This was true as of David’s enémies, fo of 
Chrift’s, the wicked Jews, who narrowly watched 
him to take every advantage againft him. Cut 
them off in thy truth; root and branch, as Sand, 
and his family and his courtiers quickly were, ac- 
cording to the truth of promifes made to David, 
and of threatnings unto them. 

¥. 6, 1 will freely facrifice unto thee, &c.] Not 
legal facrifices; no, nor freewill-offerings the law 
gives. directions about, though the aillufion is to 
them ; but the freewill-offerings of his mouth, 
Pfal, cxix. 108. the facrifices of praife and thanks- 
giving, on account of help, falvation, and delive- 
rance, as appears from the following claufe ; which 
he determines to offer, not by conitraint, but wil- 
lingly ; not by force, but of aready mind; freely, 
and with all his heart. The facrifice of his. anti- 
type is himfelf, his foul and body, as in union with 


_his divine perfon ; and this was offered up to God, 


againft whom man has finned, and whofe juftice 
muft be fatisfied ; and this was done freely and vo- 
luntarily :; he gave himfelf an offering ; he laid 
down his life of himfelf, and that for finners. The 
facrifices of his people are their prayers and praifes, 
their acts of beneficence, and the prefentation of 
their fouls and bodies in divine fervice;, all which 
they do freely, under the influence of divine grace. 
I will praife thy name, O. Lord, which explains 
what is meant by facrificing; this is what is due to 
the Lord, and comely in his people. For it is 
food; either the name of God ; and therefore to 
be praifed. He himfelf is good, as heis, both in 
a way of providence and of grace ; and it is good, 
both pleafantly and profitably good, to fing praifes 
to him, P/al. exlvii. 1. 

¥.7. For he hath delivered me out of all trouble, 
&c.} Ashe defired, 1 Sam. xxvi. 24. that is, 
out of all his prefent trouble ; not that he had no 
more afterwards; for as foon as one trouble is gone, 
generally {peaking, another comes; but as God 
delivered him out of his prefent diftrefs.; fo he be- 
lieved he would deliver him out of all his afflictions 
in future times. And mine eye hath feen his defire 
upon mine enemies; or revenge, as the Targum fup- 
plies it; not that he delighted in the deftruction of 
his enemies, .but in the juftice of God glorified 
thereby, and in the goodnefs of God to him, in 
delivering him from them ; fee Rev. xviii. 20. 


PSALM LV. ° 
To the chief mufician, on Neginoth, Mafchil, a p/alm of David. 


WAHE occafion of this pfalm was either the 
perfecution of Sau/, or the confpiracy of 
Abjalom. Some think it was written when David 
underftood that the inhabitants of Keilah would de- 
liver him into the hands of Sau/, 1 Sam. xxiii. 12, 


} Apud Aben Ezram in loe. 


13. and others, when the Ziphites attempted a fe- 
cond time to do the fame, + Sam. xxvi, 1. but fince 
a fingle perfon is fpoken of that magnified himfelf 
againft him, ¥. 12, 13. and Ahithophel feems to be 
defigned ; it may be thought rather to be written 

. on 
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on account of Abfalom’s rebellion, and Abithopbel’s 
counlel againft him; who is confidered by many 
chriftian interpreters as a type of ‘fudas, the betrayer 
of our Lord; and indeed there are many things in 
this pfalm, if not the whole, which may be truly 
. applied to Chrift; as will be feen in the following 
expofition of it. 


yt. 1. Give ear to my prayer, O God, &c.] Which 
was for that which is juft and right, and equitable 
to be given, as the word * ufed fignifies ; being 
promifed in the covenant of grace, ratified and con- 
firmed by the blood of Chrift. Not only David 
was a-man much given to prayer, as well as was 
tlie {weet pfalmift of-J/rae/,; but the Meffiah, as 
man, ‘was much, and often engaged in this work, 
in the days of his flefh, Luke vi. 12. Heb. v. 7. 
And hide not thyfelf from my fupplication, made for 
mercies and bleffings, which {pring from the free 
grace and goodnefs of God, which is the fenfe of 
the ‘word° here ufed; and fuch are all mercies, 
whether temporal or fpiritual ; for none are me- 
rited by men: and from his fupplication for fuch 
things, the-pfalmift defires, that as he would not 
be as one deaf to him, fo that he would not hide 
his eyes, or refufe to look upon him, and deny his 
requetts; fee J/a.i. 15. , 


¥.2. Attend unto-me, and bear me, &c.| Soas 


co anfwer, and that immediately and direétly, his 
cafe requiring prefent help. J mourn in my com- 
plaint , or in my meditation’; folitary thoughts, 
and melancholy views of things. Saints have their 
complaints, on account of their fins and corrup- 
tions, their barrennefs and unfruitfulnefs, and the 
decay of vital religion in them; and becaufe of the 
low eftate of Zion, the declining ftate of the intereft 
of Chrift, and the little fuccefs of his gofpel ; and 
they mourn, in thefe complaints, over their own 
fins, and the fins of others, profeffors and pro-' 
fane, and under afflictions temporal and fpiritual, 
both their own and the church’s. Chrift alfo, in 
the days of his flefh, had his complaints of the per- 
verfenefs and faithlefsnefs of the generation of men 
among whom he lived; of the frowardnefs, pride, 
and contentions of his difciples; of the reproaches, 
infult, and injuries of his enemies; and of the de- 
reliétion of his God and Father; and he often 
mourned on account of one or other of thefe things, 
being a man of forrows,' and ‘acquainted with 
griets. And make a noife, not only with fighs and 
groans, but in fo loud a manner as to be called 
roaring; fee Pfal, xxii. 1. and xxxviii. 8. 

¥. 3. Becaufe of the voice of the enemy, &c.] Of 
Abfalom, as Arama; or of Abithopbel, who gave 
out, he would fmite the king only, 2 Sam. xvii. 
2. and fo of any fpiritual enemy, as fin, Satan, 
and the world, when they threaten dominion and 
tyranny ; and of the fcribes and Pharifees reproach- 
ing Chrift, as being a Samaritan, and having a 
devil, and doing his miracles by his affiftance ; 
menacing, infulting, and triumphing over him, 
when on the crofs. Becaufe of the oppreffion of the 
wicked ; of Abfalom or Abithophel, as Arama; who 
con{pired againft David, and obliged him to quit 
his palace, and the city of Feru/alem, and is ap- 
plicable to the troubles which furround the people 
of God, from every quarter, by wicked men, and 
to our Lord’s being inclofed by them at the time 
of his crucifixion, P/a/. xxii. 12, 13, 16. For 
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they caft iniquity upon me ; laid things to his charge 
he:knew not: fo wicked men falfly accufe the good 
converfation of the faints; and fo the Jews imput- 
ed crimes to Chrift he was innocent of ; as immo- 
rality, fedition, blafphemy, &c. And in wrath 
they bate me; as they do all the people of God, be- 
caufe chofen and called, and feparated from them ; 
and fo they did Chrift, and with a mortal hatred, 
though without a caufe. 1 

¥. 4. My heart is fore pained within me, &c.] 
At the civil war in his kingdom; at the battle 
likely to enfue, between his torces and 4b/alom’s, 
and at the iffue of it; fee Fer. iv. 19. this was 
true of Chrift in the garden, when his foul was 
exceeding forrowful unto death, and he was in 
pain, as a woman in travail, as the word ® here 
ufed fignifies ; and on the crofs, when his heart, 
like wax, melted in the midft of his bowels. . dad 
the terrors of death, are fallen upon mex fee 2 Sam. 
xv. 14. thus it was with the human nature of 
Chrift, when he defired, if poffible, the cop might 
pafs from him. 

¥.5. Fearfulnefs and trembling are come upon me, 
&c.] Fear and dread of mind, and trembling of 
body. And horror bath overwhelmed me; or co- 
vered me*; he was in the utmoft confternation and 
furprize, at what he apprehended would be the if- 
fue of things ; fo Chrift in the garden is faid to be 
fore amazed, Mark xiv. 33. all which terror, fear- 
fulnefs, trembling, and horror, arofe from a fenfe 
of fin imputed to him, even of all the fins of his 
people, the filth of which muft be naufeous to him, 
andthe guilt thereof preffing upon him ; and from 
a feeling of the wrath of God, and the curfe of the 
law, which he endured in the room and ftead of 
his people: and this fhews the truth of his human 
nature, and the weaknefs and infufficiency of thar, 
without his divine nature to have performed the 
great work of redemption ; alfo the evil of fin, the 
exceeding finfulnefs of it, and the ftriétnefs of di- 
vine juftice; and likewife the wonderful love of 
Chrift in becoming a furety for his people, and 
what eafe and pleafure they may take; all the pain, 
the trembling and horror, were his, and all the joy 


is theirs. a ail af 
y. 6. And I faid, Ob, that I had wings like a 
dove, &c.} The pfalmift pitches. upon this’ crea- 
ture, partly to fuggeft, that his enemies, purfuing 
him were like the ravenous hawk, and he like the 
harmlefs, innocent, and trembling dove ; and - 
ly becaufe of its fwiftnefs in flying. Aben Ezra 
thinks the dove is mentioned, becaufe it is fociable 
with men, and who fend letters by them for quick: 
difpatch, of which inftances may be given‘. This 
wifh is exprefled fuitable to his character and 
cafe. The church is fometimes compared to a 
dove for its innocence, modefty, chaftity, purity, 
affection, inconfolablenefs for the lofs of its mate, 
and for its fearfulnefs, Cant. ii. 14, and iv.1. and 
vi. g. and fois Chrift, Cant. v. 12. who was typi- 
fied by Yonah, whofe name fignifies a dove ; and 
on whom the Spirit of God defcended as a dove, a 
his baptifm, and by whom he was filled with his 
dove-like graces. For then would I fly y 3 fo 
David defired to flee, and did flee with Pate > 
and hafte from Abfalom his fon, 2 Sam. xv. 14. 
Pal. iii. title. Arama obferves of the dove, thar, 
when weary with flying with one wing, it refts 
that, and flies with the other, and fo has ftrength 
to 
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to fly continually without ftopping, which he fup- | 


pofes to be the reafon why the wing of a dove is 
defired.. So every fenfible finner defires’ to flee 
from fin and finners, and from wrath to come; 
from avenging juftice, to Chrift the city of refuge ; 
fo Chrift, under the terrors of death, in his‘human 
nature, in a View of the law’s curfe and wrath; 
defired the cup might pafs from him, and he might 
flee and efeape death, though with fubmiffion: to 
the divine will. And beat reff; fafe and. fecure 
from the confpirators, as David was; andas a finner 
is that has fled to Chrift ; in whom is reftfrom the 
burden and guilt of fin, from the wrath, curfe, 
and condemnation of the law, and under all afflic- 
tions, whether of body or mind; and not in the 
world, and worldly enjoyments; nor inthe law, 
and the works of it: and as Chrift is ; not by.efcap- 
ing death, but through dying, and having done 
his work has ceafed from it, and is entered into 
his reft ; which was the joy fet before him, ‘that'a- 
nimated him as man to endure the:crofs, and de- 
{pife the fhame ; here alfo true believers, . weary of 
the world, defire to be, enjoying that -reft- which 
remains for the people of God. Ang 

y. 7. Lo, then would I wander far off, and. re- 


main the wildernefs. Selab.| So David did when 


he fled from ddjalom, 2 Sam. x¥. 23, 275. 28. and 
xvi. 1, 2. fo gracious fouls defire to be ;,not in the 
wildernefs of the people bur to be folitary as ina 
wildernefs, clear of the company of wicked-men, 
as Yeremy withed for, fer. ix. 2..and thatithey 
might be more at leifure for, and given up unto fpi- 
ritual devotion, and be fecure from their enemies : 
and as this may be applied to Chrift, it fhews the 
wickednefs, cruelty, and barbarity of the:men:of 
that generation among whom he liveds that he 
chofe rather to be in the wildernefs, among wild 
beafts, than to dwell among them, Afatt. xvii. 
17- Ja. liii, 8. fome apply this to the ftate of the 
primitive church under Jewifh perfecution, when 
it fled from Fudea, and fettled in the wildernefs of 
the Gentiles; the preachers of the word being fcat- 
tered abroad by the windy ftorm and tempeft of 
perfecution, and the gofpel taken from the Jews, 
and carried to a nation bringing forth the fruit.of 
it, where it has remained ever fince. With :this 
may be compared the ftate of the church: under 
Rome pagan, in Rev. xii. 6, 135 14. ) 

y. 8. I would bajten my efcape from the windy 
form and tempeft.| Of an army of rebellious fub- 
jects, bearing down all before them, and threat- 
ning with utter ruin and deftruction ; fo a power- 
ful army of enemies invading a country, is figni+ 
fied by a ftorm and tempeft, Ja. xxviii. 2. and 
xxxii. 2.. and may be expreffive of the ftorm and 
tempett of divine wrath and vengeance, the fenfible 
finner haftens his efcape from; by fleeing to Chrift; 
and of the blowing and furious winds of perfecu- 
tion, which the church, Chrift’s dove, «flees from, 
by getting,into the clefts of the rock, and the fe- 
cret places of the ftairs, (Cant. ii. 14. and of the 
ftorms of divine wrath and; juftice that fell upon 
Chrift as the furety of his people ; from which the 
human nature, feized with fearfulnefs, trembling, 
and horror, .defired an hafty efcape. 

¥. 9. Deftroy, O Lord, &c.},. Or fwallow up*, as 
Pharaoband his hoft weref{wallowed up inthe red fea; 
or as Korah, Dathan, and-Abiram, were fwallowed 
up in the earth ; fo all the enemies of Chrift and his 
church will be deftroyed; and death, the laft of 
them, will’be fwallowed up in victory, J/a. xxv. 
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LM S: 
8. The Targum interprets it, defiroy, or fcatter 
their counfél; but this feems:to be interided in the 
next claufe. And divide their tongues; as at the 
confufion of languages at Babel, to which the al- 
lufion is: this had its accomplifhment in Aé/alom’s 
counfellors, according to David's wifh, 2 Sam: xv. 
31. and xvii. 14. andinthe Jewifh fanhedrim in 
Chrif?’s time; and in the witneffes they produced a- 
gaintt him, Luke xxiii; 51. Mark xiv.59. and of 
which there is an inftance in the council of the 
Jews, “held: on account of the apoftle Paul, Acts 
xxii. 7: For I have feen violence and ftrife in the 
city 3am the city of ‘Feru/alem, now left ‘by David, 
and poffefied by. Abfalom, by whom violence. was 
done to: David’s wives, through the advice of 4- 
bithophel; and frrife, contention, and rebellion were 
fomented among the people: this David faw, un- 
derftood, and perceived, by the intelligence brought 
him from»time to time’: and in the times of Chrift 
the kingdom “of heaven: fuffered violence in this 
place, and he endured the contradiéion of finners 
againft himfelf. 

y. 10. Day and night they go about it, upon the 
walls thereof; 8c.) That is, violence and frrife go 
about the walls of it continually ; men of violence 
and contention are the only watchmen of it: a city 
muft be fadly guarded that has no better watch 
than this... Mi/chief alfo and forrw are in the midft 
of it ; it was full of wickednefs within and without 5 
the city, as Aben Ezra obferves, was likea circle; 
violence.and:ftrife were as a line round about.it, and 
mifchiefiand forrow the center of it.: and thefe two 
commonly go together; where mifchief is, forrow 
follows. <3 1 mi 

Yiorn. Wickedne/s is in the midft thereof, 82c.] 
All: manner of wickednefs ; abominable wicked- 
nefs ;_wickednefs as arrived to its higheft pitch, and 
as having filled up its meafure; fee Ezek. ix. 4. 
Zech. v738: Deceit and guile depart not from her 
Streets 5 where: truth was fallen, and equity could 
not: enter, J/a:/lix: v4, for thefe are contrary the 
one.to the other, and are incompatible ; where the 
one. prevails, the: other muft give way. This 
whole account fhews the aboundings of fin in Fe- 
rujalem at this time, and that it was openly and 
publickly committed, and contains fo many rea- 
fons of theimprecations in y. 9. 

y. 12, For it was not an enemy that reproached 
me, &c.) An open and avowed one; a Moabite 
or a Philistine ; fuch an one as Goliath, who curfed 
him by his gods; but one of his own country, ci- 
ty, court, and family, who pretended to be a 
friend’; his: fon Abfalom, according to Arama: fo, 
it was not. one of the fcribes and Pharifees, the 
fworn enemies of Chrift, who rejected him as the 
Meffiah,: and would not have him to reign over 
them, that reproached him, but one of his own 
apoftles. Then I could have borne it; reproach 
from:an enemy is to be expected, and tay be pa- 
tiently endured; and when it is for righteoufnefs 
fake, fhould be accounted an happinefs, and re- 
joiced at; but the reproaches of one that has been 
thought to.be.a friend, are very cutting, wounding, 
heart- breaking and intolerable, P/a/. Ixix. 7, 8, 
20: the calumnies and reproaches of the fcribes 
and Pharifees were borne by Chrift with great pa- 
tience, and were anfwered with great calmnefs and 
mildnefs, A/att. xi. 19. and xii. 24, 25. Fobn viii. 
48, 49. Or, I would have lift up‘; that is, my hand, 
and defended myfelf; 1 fhould have been upon my 
guard, ready to receive the blow, or to have put it~ 

¢ ae : 5 : off, 
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off, or repelled i it. Neither was it he that bated me; | 
That did magnify | in‘religious matters 5 for in-thefe the teftim 


openly, but fecretly in his heart. 


himéelf againft me; made himfelf a great manyjand | 


{et himfelf at the head of the confpiracy and oppo- 
fition-againft him, and {poke great {welling words, 
in way. of raillery and reproach. Then. I would have 
bid my jelf from him; as David did from Saul, 
when he became his enemy, 1 Sam. xx. 24, and 
Xxiii,) cgscand xxiv. r. and: as» Chrift) frony the 
Jews, Fobn .viti. 59« but asifor’ Judas, he knew 
the place he reforted to, and therefore eafily found 
him, Fobm xviii. 2.the fenfe may be, that he 
would have fhunned his company, refufed conver- 
fation with him; much lefs:would he:+have:admit- 
ted him to his privy councils; by which means he 
knewvall his. affairs, and;there: wasino — and 
concealing things from him.. 

Vi 3. But it wasthou,&c.] The T, argum is, but 
thou Abithopbel, of whom the words are literally to 
be underftood, and fo they are in the Za/inud*; and 
myttically and typically of Fudas. Aman, inine e- 


gual sa man, and nota beatt, nor adevil; but aman, | 
trom. whom humanity, ltacinfss and tendernefs 
might have been; expected; though both 4bitho- | 
and the | 

Mine | 
Abitho- | 
phel was not equal to David in dignity, as the king | 


phel and Fudas acted the part of a : devil ; 
latter is exprefsly called one, Fobn vi. 70. 
equal; or like unto me; as the Targum. . 


of Trae; nor in gifts, as the {weet pfalmift of 
Tfrael., nor in grace ‘as he;~but as a man,»a mor- 
tal dying man: kings and fubjects are of the fame 
blood, equally liable.to death, and in\the grave 
will be manifeftly on a level’: or rather the.fente is, 
that he was’ in his efteem and affection as himfelf ; 
he was his friend that he lovedas his own foul: fo 
Judas could not be in-every: fenfe equal'to»Chrift, 
who is. ‘febovab’s fellow, and:thought it no robbery 
to be equal. with God. Indeed as a man-he was 
like unto him; a frail, mortal. man, °though not 
finlefs.as Chrift. . The. word »>5y9 may: be ren- 
dered according to my appointment ™, ordination, or 
conftitution; 7udas being a man:appointed and or- 
dained to be an apoftle of Chrift: with thereft:. or, 
according to my efteem*; being had in greatefteem 
and familiarity with Chritt: or, according to my 
order’, rank and clafs'; being taken’ into:his fami- 
ly, admitted to his table; where he fat.down and 
eat with bis, as. if he was his equal.. Mpguide'; 
or governor *.. Abithophel was not :governor over 
David.;.. but was. made.a governor by him: ‘hewas 
one of chis'dukes or nobles,. as. :the word is ‘render- 
ed in Gen. xxxvi, 15. was raifed to great dignity 
by, him); perhaps was: chief minifter of ftate: it is 
certain: hai was his counfellor, and: his counfel:was 
with him as the oracle of God, 1 Chronsxxvii. 33. 
2 Sam.xvis 232 he was his guide in civil affairs; he 
was directed by his advice,:and it. may ‘be was. pre- 
fident. of his privy council. udas owas not only 
the guide of them.to.Chrift who took him, Aéfs i. 
16, but when the apoftles were fent out two by two 
before the face of Chrift, to:preach whereshe him- 
felf fhould come, Judas was fentealfo, Mark vi, 
7, Luke x. 1. And mine ‘acquaintance; one. well 
known to: him, as. Abithophel was to' David; and 
Judas to Chrit, his friend and companion, in whom 
he., confided, and who eat» of ‘his: bread’ andiall 
thefe characters are.fo many ee i of his 
treachery and wickednefs, 


« *P, Bab, Sanhedrin, fol. 106. 2. 
tutionem meam, Calvinus in Michaelis. 
eltimatus eft, Pifcator. 


PSALMS. 


“Pirke Abot, c.6.f.3.0. 


¥ Secundum ordinem mewm, Mollerus. 
verfion, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; princeps meus, Cocceius, 


y. 14..We took foocet ene paises Bees) pete 
ies of 
the Lord were David’s counfellors, P/als cxix: 24. 
but:in civil things: hearty counfel is one’ branch 
of friendthip, and which greatly fweerens it, Prov. 
xXviis g. as this may be applied to Chrift ts tl 
das, it may denote the mutual delight and plea ure 
they had, the one in communicating, the other in 
receiving'a notional knowledge of the gofpel,, and 
the myfteries of it, which are the counfel of God, Aas 
xx. 27. for if hearers may hear the word glad rie as 
Herod did, and receive it with joy, as did the ftony- , 
ground-hearers, and yet be defticute of the grace of 
God 5 why may not /udas, and other preachers 
deebidl of ‘true grace,’ be thought to receive and 
preach the doétrines: of the gofpel in a fpeculative 
way, with fome kind of delight andpleafure ? fo 
profeffors of religion take fweet counlel to ther, 
when ‘they communicate to each other’what light 
and knowledge they have in the myfteries of the 
gofpel, and converfe about experience, and the 
myfteries ‘and fecrets of internal godlinefs, and give 
and take advice in fpiritual things’ and fad it is 
when any one of thefe drop their profeflion, and 
turn reproachers, {coffers or perfeeutors. “And 
walked. unto the boufe of God in company, David 
with‘his royal family and courtiers, and Abithophel 
among the reft; where he delighted to go, and 
that with a multitude: So Chrift and Fudas often 
went to the temple together, with the reft of the 
difciples, who heard many an excellent fermon 
from his mouth: all which are farther} va- 
tions of fin and guilt. “And fo-fach perfons, who 
have walked together to the houfe of God and in 
it, have attended ‘together on ‘public worhhip; ‘and 
walked together in holy fellowfhip 5 ‘whem any of 
thefe forfake the‘affembling of themfelves together, 
fcoff at religion, fpeak evil of ordinances, reproach 
the faints, or perfecute them, ‘it is very pega 
cutting, and grieving indeed, 


¥.15. Let death faze upon ben, .8 Beer Ab 
thopbel. and his accomplices, Judas and ‘the men 
with him ; ‘as a ‘mighty man, as the’king 6P ter- 


rors, and fhake them to pieces. Or, let hitn exact 
upon ‘them *; asa creditor upon ‘the debtor, ‘and 
demand the debt of punifhment for fin or let him 


come upon them at an unawares; let them not die. 


a natural, but a violent death. ‘The Zargum mien- 
tions Doeg and Abithophel. And Jet them: ‘go down 
quick into hell; as Korab, Dathan and Abiram went 
down ‘quick oralive into the earths ‘fo: te 
die and defcend into the grave in their fall ft 

and accordingly: Ab/alom and Abithopbel died 

den and violent deaths,’ 2 Sam. xvii. 23. and ivi 
g: and fo did Fudas, Matt. xxvii. 5, "and the beaft 
and’ falfe prophet, another \part “of *the!"ah 

will ‘be taken and caft ‘dlive‘into thedake it he 


Rev. xix. 20. For wickedne/s'is in ‘their dwellings; 


atid dwells in thern wherever they 'g0.or Sojourn, 
this goes'and abides with them, being the’reigning 
principle: in ‘their hearts ‘and lives. «And ‘amon, 


them in the midft of ‘them’; their inward patt i 


very‘ wickednefs. The Targum is, in'their bodies, 
But rather the fenfe is; in'their’ heaiet 5. wick 
was both in their’ houfés nd “it their hehotagteind 
is the'reafon of the iimprecation on’ 


arifes not from ‘a revengeful fpitit, | a - 
nial for wes go aed ag apne nttene ist 
Cay ane ahs sig ; 


% preetos voligw Pagel cawaay 
w ny Pe eee difpofitionem, fc, ordinationem & 


exactorem, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Gejerus, Amama. 


* Juxta eftimationem meam, vehi iat Michaelis; qu me 
dax meus, Pagninus, 
* rm? ee debitum, Pagninus, agat f 
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as a prophecy of what wotild be, and ‘not to’ be | the Syriac verfion renders it; by way of petition, de- 
drawn into an example fof private Chriftians to | fuer my foul from them that know me; and the Tar- 
act by. ) ee | gums *© left evil fhould come unto me,’’ || Lor there 
y.16, As for me, I will call upon God, Bec.) | were many with: mes either enemies fighting with 
Not upon a Creature, on idols and images, on an- him; and fo this:is mentioned to fet, forth'the more 
gels or faints departed ; but upon God, in ‘his time | the power of God: in his deliverance :, or friends, 
of trouble, for falvation and deliverance froin‘ene- | Who were on his’ fide:;.all U/rael) and Fudab;, who 
mies ; who is able to fave. This is to be undér- | loved David.and prayed fon him,’ as Farchi inter- 
{tood of calling upon God it prayer 5 asthe next | Prets itz: or the angels of God, as Aden Ezra 5, who 
verfe explains it, and the Targum here rendets its | being for the Lord’s people, are more. than, they 
tho’ fometimes invocation of the name of God takes | that are againft them, »2 Kings vis 161 or God; Fa- 
in the whole of divine worfhip.. And the Lord hai] | ther; Son and Spirit ; and:if he is for us, who fhall 
fave me; which confidence was founded partly up- be againft us; Rom: viii: 31; The Targum is, 
on his promife to deliver fuch that call upon him in | ‘* for-in many: affligtions ‘his Word. was for my 
the day of trouble, P/al, 1. 15. and partly Upon his) “ help). 00 2 ow sn gh) Me 

power, whofe hand is not fhortened that'it Cannot | ¥-19- Ged foal bear and afflict them, 8c.) ‘That 
fave. The Targum is, * the Word of the Lord fhall | 4S» either he fhall hear the prayers of his fervant, 
<< redeem. me.” “. J imprecating ‘evils upon his enemies, ¥..9, 15. and 
y.17. Evening and morning, and at noon wilt J | Mhall bring them down upon them, in anfwer to his. 
pray, &c.] Thefe being the ftated times of prayer requefts 5 or it may be rendered, God hall bear 
with the Jews, and which continued to aftér-ages, | 44 anfwer them‘; he fhall-hear their blafphemies, 
Dan. vi. 10. Thefe times, they fay *, were fixed | 29d take notice of their, wickednefs, and anfwer 
by Abrabam, Tfaac and Facob - ‘the morning-prayer them by terrible things in righteoufnels. - Even he 
by Abrabam, according to Gen. xxii. 3. the prayer | *4et abideth of old. Selah. or is the inbabitant of e- 
of the minchab by Ifaac, according to Gen. xxiv. | ‘ernity *; Ma. lvii. 15, the eternal God, from ever- 
63. and the eyening-prayer..by Facob, according ‘to | lafting to everlafting; who was before all creatures 
Gen. xxviii. 11. The prayer of the evening was at | 2nd before'all time, and will ever remain the fame, 
the time of the evening-facrifice, to which it is com- | Out of whofe hands there is no.efcaping: The Tar- 
pared, Pal. cxli, 2. This was at the‘ninth hour, | #7 4s,\-*s and he inhabiteth the Heavens from of 
at which time Peder and Fobn werit up to the tém-.|| ‘* old to everlafting.”” Of the word /e/eh; fee the 
ple to pray ; and Cornelius prayed in his own Houle, | Note! on Pal, ati. 22° Because they have no cbanges 5 
4s iti. 1..and x. 30. The prayer of the morning Kimchi renders: it, who :hath no changes; taking 
was_at the time of the morning daily facrificé, and wa? to: beithe fame with 79 ‘and interprets it of 
was about the third hour of the day; at which | Gods connecting it with the former claufe, That 
time the apoftles met together for prayer’on! the! he that abideth:of ‘old, -hath ino changes. . ‘There is 
day of Pentecoft, Acts ii. 1,15. and that at noon | 0 variablenefs nor thadow of turning: with him 5 
was at the fixth hour of the day; at which time | he mever changes his mind, nor alters his counfel, 
Peter went up to the houfe-top to.pray, A#sx. 9, | Whetherit be for.good-or evil ; and yet wicked men 
And now tho’ we are not tied down to thefé exaét | fear him not..» But rather this is to be underftood 
and precife times of prayer, ‘yet this teaches us, | of finners, as the:Targum paraphrafes it, «whore 
that we ought to pray frequently and ‘conftantly, | t* not of old, and who ido mot: change their evil 
and that a day fhould not pafs without ‘it ; “andthe | “°° Way's?” who-have no changes in their-hearts, nor 
morning and evening feem to ‘be very proper fea- |} 49 their lives, but continue in their natural.and)fin- 
fons for it, feeing the mercies of the Lord are ‘new | ful eftate, without any impreffion of the power iand 
every morning; and we fhould be thankful for‘thém | grace of God upon them. Orthey have no changes 
and the mercies of the night paft, and implore dj- | 4n theirsworldly circumftances, from good to bad, 
vine protection and .grace for the day followiti”; || a8 4en Ezraexplains it ;things go well with them, 
and at evéning we fhould exprefs our thankfulnefs and they aresnot in trouble as other men. ‘they are 
for the mercies of the day, ahd commit ourfélves|| at eafe and quiet, and are fettled on their lees; fee 
and families into the hands of God, ‘who is J/ra 9s || Job xong. Pfal. bxxiiic 4, 5. Fers xlviiicat. Or 
keeper, that neither flumbers nor fleeps. 4nd éry|| they have no regard to-their laft change by death, 
aloud ; denoting the diftrefs he was in, the fervéncy, ‘and ‘are notrafraid of that, as Farchi interprets it; 
of his prayer, and the importunity of ‘it. 4nd ‘be! ithey put away this evileday far from them; think 
foall bear ‘my voice, this he might be affured “of, | nothing aboutiit, as if ic would never be, and as'if 
‘from the general character of God, ‘as ‘a God ‘hear- ‘they ‘had .madé ‘an agreement. with it, that this 
‘change fhould. never come upon them, op xiv. 


ing prayer, and from his own {pecial and ‘patticu-| 
dar experience of thé'truth of it, and from the pro- |'"45 20. Lherefore they fear not God 5 doinot ferve 
«~~ \|-and>worthip shim ‘now, andare not afraid of his 


‘mifes made unto him. | ne. é : 
y. 18. He hath delivered ‘my foul in peace from \jadgments here or hereafter; no change being-made 
ain’their hearts; .nor any alteration in their fecu- 


the hatile that was againft me, &c.] That is, God 
had preferved his life, and delivered him fafe and |!lar-affairs for the worfe ; but /having much goods 
laid»up for many? years, ‘and ‘fentence again{t their 


found from many a battle which was fought ‘a- 
gainft him, and might feem at firft'to go oe ‘evil works not being {peedily executed, theirshearts 
him; and had given him peace and reft from all his | are’hardenedy and they’ live fecure infin. —«. 
enemies before the prefent trouble'came upon him, | + 20.\\He bath put \forth his bands, 8c.) The 
2 Sam. vii. 1. wherefore he believed, that he who | pfalmiftereturns,and defcribes; \in this and sthe fol- 
had delivered him in time paft, would deliver him } owing verfe, the-cruelty, perfidy and:hypocrify of 
again ; this is thereafoningvof faith; 2 Cor. i. 9, his falfe friend; who had ftretched forth his hands 
againft, fuch as be at peace with him, or he pretend- 


10. 2 Tim, iv. 17, ¥8. The Septuagint, Vulgate 

* Latin, Arabic and Ethiopic verfions. render the laft.| ed to be at peace, with. So, Abithophel put forth his 

_ elaufe, from ‘them ‘that draw nighunto thee; and\| hands againft David, by whom he had’been a 
ae L's . te WAGE eg’ -F _mitte 


‘ -" Hie b4ef hg 
'Walkut Sifeoni in loc, __£ TIP" & refpondeat illis, Cocceius: @ CAP Qw'? & incola/antiquitatis, 
vel zternitatis, Gejerus. : , 
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mitted into his privy-council, and there had taken 
{weet counfel together, by entring into a confpiracy 


and rebellion againft him, and by forming,a fcheme . 


to fmite the king only, 2 Sam. xvii. 1, 22 and Fu- 
das, tho’ he did not lay hands on Chrift himfelf, 
yet he gave his enemies a fign by which they might 
know him, and feize him, and hold him faft, as 
they did; and him Chrift calls the man of his peace, 
‘Pfal.xli. 9. they being at peace when he lift up 
his heel againft him. He bath broken bis covenant ; 
of friendfhip that’ was made between them ; ‘he 
proved falfe and treacherous, broke through his en- 
gagements, and violated his faith. ney : 
¥ 21. The-words of bis mouth were /moother than 
butter, &c.] Such were the words of Abithopbhel, 
when in counfel with David; and fuch the words 
of Fudas, when he faid to Chrift, bail, mafter, and 
kiffed him.. But war was in bis beart ; even a ci- 
vil war, rebellion againft his prince; that was what 
Abithophel meditated in his heart; and nothing lefs 
than to’ take away the life of Chrift was defigned 
by Fadas. The words may be rendered, they were 
divided * ;. that is, his mouth and his-heart: his 
mouth was butter, and bis heart war; the one de- 
clared for peace, when the other intended war ;. fee 
Fer. ix. 8. His words were fofter than oil; at one 
time full of foothing and flattery.. 2et were they 
drawn. fwords ; at another time fharp and cutting, 
breathing out threatning and flaughter, deftruction 
and death. Pr ; 
¥.22. Caft thy burden upon the Lord, &c.| Thefe 
are either the words of the holy Ghoft to David, 
according to Farchi'; or of Davidito his own 
. foul in diftrefs, and may be directed to any:good 
man in like circumftances. The word rendered 
burden fignifies a gift, and fo the words are tranf- 
lated by many, Caf? thy gift: upon the Lord‘ ; what 
he has given in a way of providence and of grace, 
acknowledge him to be the author of it; pray for 
a‘continuance of mercies, and for frefh dupplies, 
and expect them ; and alfo what: he. gives:in.a way 
‘of ‘trial, the crofs, with all afflictions and troubles’: 
-which denfe feems moft: agreeable to. the context; 
and thefe may be faid to be the gift of God, as the 


cup of: forrow Chrift drank of is faid to be given: 


him by his Father, Yobz xviii. 11. Thefe are given 
by the Lord to bring his people to.a.fenfevof fin, 
and ‘acknowledgment of it: to humble them for 
it, and. caufe them to! return from it; and to try 
their graces : and then do they caft'them.upon him, 
when theyacknowledge them as:coming from him; 
wait the removal of them im his time; defire a fanc- 
tified ufe of ‘them, and expect. deliverance from 
them by him. Or the fenfe is, whate.’er thou de- 
fireft fhould be given thee by the Lord, caft it on 
him that is, leave it with him to do as he pleafes, 
who works al] things after the counfel of his own 
will. The Zargum:renders it, ‘*caft thy hope up- 
*¢ on the Lord;” as an anchor on a good bottom, 
to which hope is compared, Heb. vi.ag. «This: is 
done when perfons make the Lord the object of their 
hope, and expect all from him they hope to enjoy 
here and hereafter, The Septuagint verfion is, ca/t 
thy care upon the Lord; of thy body, and all the tem- 
poral concerns of thy family, and every thing re- 
lating thereunto; and of thy foul, and its everlaft- 
ing welfare and falvation; fee 1 Pet. v. 7... But 


© POM Neyvspicdncas, Sept. divifi fant, V.L, Hammond. : : 
& T. Bab. Rofhhathanah, fol. 26. 2. Megillah, fol. 18,1. Berefhit Rabba, f. 79. 


» Cy? in eternum, Mufculus, Guifetius, p. 460. perpetuo, Tigurine verfion, Lutherus, Gejerus ; fo 
i FMW corruptionis, Vatablus, Mufculus, ‘Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; fo Ainfworth; a 
* 1¥M) dividiabunt, V.L. Pagninus, Montanus, &e. 


tibi, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
fol. 69. 4+ 
Ainfworth. 
Gufletius, p. 850. 
106.2, & Gloff. in Pirke Abot; ¢. 5, f.19. 


PSALMS. ~ Pflv. ¥.21—23, 


Farchi,. Aven Ezra and Kimchi interpret the word — 
by Jawa thy burden, which is learnt from the ufe 
of it in the Arabic language. The Rabbins did not 
know the meaning of the word, till one of them 
heard an radian merchant fay *, * Take-up 
“eam thy burden, and cait it upon the camels.” 
The burden here meant, is either the burden of af- 
fliétions, which is fometimes very heavy ; fee Fob 
Vi..2, 3. and xxiii. 2. no affliction is joyous but 
grievous ; but fome are heavier in their own kind 
and_ nature than others, and become fo thro’ the 
multiplicity of them, as in the calé of Job; or 
thro’ the long continuance of them, and efpecially 
when attended with the hidings of God’s face, or 
with the temptations of Satan: or elfe the burden 
of fin and corruption, which is an heayy burden, 
and a very difagreeable one; under which the 
faints groan, and by which they are hindered in 
running their chriftian race, and which they are 
like to carry with them to their graves; their only 
relief under it is to look to Chrift, who has: bore 
it and took it away ;_ which may be’ meant by caft- 
ing iton the Lord. And he fhall fuftain thee; in 
being, both natural and fpiritual; and fupply with 
all things neceflary both to the temporal and fpiri- 
tual life, and fupport.under all trials and difficul- 
ties.. He jhall never Juffer the righteous to be moved ; 
to be fhaken and ftagger fo as to fall, efpecially to- 
tally and finally ; for the words may be rendered, 
he fhall never fuffer the righteous to be moved for ever”; 
or fo. to be moved by their afflictions as to defert 
the caufe in which they are engaged; nor fhall they 
ever be moved by men or devils, or any thing what- 
ever, from their fpiritual eftate, in which they are 
by grace; nor from the love of God and covenant 
of grace; nor out of the hands of Chrift; nor from 
their ftate of juftification, adoption and fanttifica- 
tion, BE ii 
y¥.23. But thou, O God, fhalt bring them down, 
&c.] , Abithophel and his accomplices in the con- 
{piracy againft David, Fudas and the wicked Jews 
concerned in Chrift’s death ; and did not believe in 


| him. Into the pit of deftruétion, or corruption’; ei- 


ther the grave, where bodies being put corrupt and 
putrify; or hell, where the wicked are punithed 
with everlafting deftruction ; fee ¥. 15. Bloody and 
deceitful men foall not live out half their days’, fach 
as Abithophel and Abfalom, Fudas, and the mur- 
derers of our Lord: or, do not halve their days*; 
do not come up to the half of the ordinary term of 
man’s life, which is threefcore years and ten. “The 
Jews fay’, that all the years of Doeg were but 
thirty four, and of Abithophel thirty three; and 
probably udas might be about the fame age. Or 
the fenfe is, that generally fpeaking, fuch fort of 
men die in the prime of their days, and do not live 
half the time that, according to the courfe of na- 
ture, they might ‘live; and which they promife 
themfelves they fhould, and their friends hoped and 
expected they would. But J will trujt in théee, the 
Lord, that he would hear and fave him, fupport 
him under his burden, fupply him with his erate, 
and every thing needful, and not fuffer him 
moved ; and that he fhould nS bat og 
fure of his days, do the will and work of God, an 
then be received to glory. Bi, ¥ 4 
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To the chief mufician, upon Jonath-elem-rechokim, Michtam of David, when the Philiftines 
’ took him in Gath, 


HE words Fonath-elem-rechokim are by our 

tranflators left untranflated. Aden Ezra 
takes them to be the beginning of a fong ; and o- 
thers think they are the name of a mufical inftru- 
ment: but they feem rather to defign the fubject- 
matter of the pfalm, and may be rendered, Con- 
cerning the mute dove among them that are afar off ™, 
or in far places", and refer to David, who, when 
he wrote this pfalm, was. among the Phili/tines, who 
were aliens from the commonwealth of J/rae/, afar 
off from God and his law, and from righteoufnefs ; 
and when David was there, he was at a diftance 
from his native country, his father’s houfe, the 
king’s court, and, what gave him moft concern, 
from the houfe and worfhip of God; and: here he 
was as a mute dove. He may be compared to a 
dove for his innocence in the cafe of Sau/; and to 
a filly dove, for his acting the part of a fool or mad- 
man before Achifh king of Gath, and was mute to 
what the fervants of Achilb faid, and was dumb be- 
fore the Lord, who had fuffered him to fall into 
their hands, and into this diftrefs he was now in. 
They are alfo applicable to Chrift,who is compara- 
ble to a dove for his harmlefinefs, innocence, meek- 
nefs and humility; and was as a mute one before 
Pontius Pilate the Roman governor, when his ene- 
mies accufed him, and he anfwered nota word ; 
and when among the Roman foldiers, who mocked 
at him and reviled him, and he reviled not again ; 
and when he was led to be crucified, he opened not 
his mouth either againft God or man. They may 
be alfo applied to the church of God, which is of- 
ten called a dove in Cant.iv. 1. and v. 2. and vi. 9. 
and is in the wildernefs, and among wicked men, 
that are afar off from God, and is filent under all 
afflictions and perfecutions ; fee Cant. ii. 14. The 
Targum paraphrafes the words thus; ‘« concerning 
<< the congregation of J/rael, which is like to a fi- 
«¢ Jent dove, at the time they are removed afar off 
<¢ from their cities.” Moreover, the words may be 
applied to any truly gracious foul, that is fenfible of 
fin, and mourns as a dove for it; has fled to Chritt, 
as doves to their windows; and is harmlefs and 
humble; and living among men, aliens from God, 
is vexed and afflicted by them, yet patiently bears 
all that is faid and done unto it. The fact which 
occafioned the writing of this pfalm, is related in 
1 Sam. xxi. 1o—15. Of the word michtam, fee the 
note on the title of P/al. xvi. and Guffetius ° is of 
opinion, that every pfalm that has this title belongs 
to Chritt. 


y.1. Be merciful unto me, O God, &c.] For 
David could expeét no mercy at the hands of men, 
among whom he was, whofe tender mercies were 
cruel ; he being at Gata, the city of Goliath, whom 
he had flain, and whofe fword he had now with 
him ; and among his brethren and friends, who he 
might juftly fear would revenge his death upon 
him: wherefore he betakes himfelf to God and 


™ De columba muta procul inter alienos conttituta, Mufculus ; inter longinquos, Pifcator, Pfeiffer. 


Pagninus, Montanus, Monfter, Vatablus ; fo Ainfworth, 


perfequitur me, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; anhelat in me, Cocceius; contra me, Gejerus. 
Junius & Tremellius ; ex alto, Cocceius ; fo Arab. verf. and Michaelis, 


blus ; fuperbe, Gejerus. 
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pleads, not any merit or righteoufnefs of his own, 
but implores the grace and mercy of God; and he 
might expect to find grace and mercy in this his 
time of need, fince there is mercy with the Lord ; 
he is plenteous in it, diftributes it freely, delights 
in fo doing, and does it conftantly; his mercy en- 
dures for ever, it is from everlafting to everlafting 
on them that fear him. For man would /wallow me 
up; the Targum renders it i/di, a wicked man: it 
may be underftood of fome one man, fome great 
man, as Achifh king of Gath; or rather, Saul king 
of J/rael,' who breathed. and panted after his ruin 
and deftruction, as the word ? fignifies ; who fought 
to eat up his flefh, to take away his life, and ut- 
terly ruin him: or collectively of many, fince it 
appears by the following verfe, that he had many 
enemies who were defirous to {wallow him up, 
This he mentions as an aggravation of his diftrefs, 
and ‘as a reafon why he hoped the Lord would be 
merciful to him ; and that he, being God, would 
not fuffer man to prevail; fee 2 Chron, xiv. 12, 
He fighting daily oppreffeth me ; this fhews that Saul 
is more ‘efpecially intended, who was continually 
with his army purfuing him, and fometimes fur- 
rounded him and his men, and reduced him to 
great diftrefs. This may be applied to the Old 
Man, the corruptions of nature, and the lufts of 
the flefh, which are continually warring againft the 
foul, opprefs it, bring it into captivity, and threaten 
to {wallow it up. 
¥.2. Mine enemies would daily fwallow me up,8&c.] 
For not one man only, but many were his enemies ; 
who obferved and watched him, and were eagerly de- 
firous.of his ruin. - The believer has many enemies, 
fin, Satan, and the world, feeking to devour and de- 
{troy him, tho’ they cannot. For they be many that 
fight againft me, O thou most High, he appeals to 
God, who dwells on high, and fees all things, for 
the truth of this, that he had many enemies, both 
at Gath and in J/rael; as well as applies to him 
for help, he being higher than they. Some rene 
der the words, for they be many that fight againft 
me from on high, or bighly*, proudly and haugh- 
tily. ben Ezra gives a very different fenfe, « I 
‘* have many angels on high that fight for me.’? 
But [| marom, is an epithet of God, as in 
Pfal. xcii. 8. Mic. vi. 6. and fo it is interpreted by 
Jarchi and Kimchi ; and alfo by the Targum, which 
renders it, O God moft High; and adds, *« whofe 
‘¢ throne is on high;’’ which is approved by 
Guffetius *. 
¥. 3. What time I am afraid, &c.] It was a 
time of fear with him now ; he was afraid of Achi/h 
king of Gath, 1 Sam. xxi. 12. fo believers have 
their times of fear; about their intereft in the love, 
and grace, and covenant of God; about their fins 
and corruptions, and the prevalence of them, fear- 
ing they fhall perifh by them; and about their e- 
nemies, who are many, lively and ftrong. J will 
trujt in thee; truft and confidence in the Lord is 
the 
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the beft antidote againft fears; who is unchange- 
able in his love, in whom is everlafting ftrength, 
and who is faithful and true to every word of pro- 
mife ; and therefore there is great reafon to truft in 
him, and not be afraid.’ 


y. 4. In God I will praife his word, &c.]\ Or 


praife him for his word; for the whole fcripture 
that was then in being ; for,thofe.teftimonies which 
were David’s counfellors in.times of difficulty and 


diftrefs ; and particularly for fome word of promife 
made unto him, which he was perfuaded would 
be fulfilled, and in which he gloried and made his 
boaft of, and on which his faith and hope were 
built; and this he did, and determined to do, in the 


ftrength of the Lord, and by the affiftance of his 
grace. In God I have put my trujt; either in times 
paft, and was not afhamed or confounded ; or now, 


as he determined he would in the preceding verfe, | 
I will not fear what flefo can do unto me; or conti- | 
nue to fear any or all of my enemies; tho’ Ihave. 


been afraid of them, I will fhake off thefe fears, 
trufting in the Lord, and depending on his word. 
Or, what can flefh do unto me‘? which is as grafs, 


and the goodlinefs thereof as the ower of the field. | 
Poor, frail, mortal man! what .can he do againft 
me, if God be for me? And therefore why fhould | 


I fear? Men may contrive fchemes, form wea- 
| to the efcape of David’s enemies, but of himfelf ; 


pons, and attempt many things againft the faints, 
but can-execute nothing, except permitted by the 


Lord ; and the utmoft they can do, when fuffered, 
| {cribed, deliver me from them or deliver them”, 


is to kill the body, wii 


¥.5. Every day they wreft my words, &c.] F orm, ' 


fafhion and fhape them at their pleafure;; conftrue 
them, and put what fenfe upon them they think fir. 
The word " is ufed of the formation of the human 
body, in Fob. x. 8. They put his words upon the 
rack, and made them fpeak what he never intend- 
ed; as fome men wreft the feriptures to their own 
deftruction, 2 Pet. iii, 16. and as the Jews wrefted 
the words of Chrift, Zobn it. 19. Matt. xxvi. 60, 
61. The word has alfo the fenfe of caufing vexa- 
tion and grief, J/a. Ixiii. 10.. and fo it may be ren- 
dered here, my words caufe grief “5 to his enemies ; 
becaufe he had faid in the preceding verfes, that he 
would truft in the Lord, and praife his word, and 
not be afraid of men; juft as the Sadducees were 
grieved at the apoftles preaching, thro’ Jefus, the 
refurrection of the dead, 7s iv. 1, 2.. Or they 
caufed grief to himfelf; for becaufe of thefe, his 
enemies reproached him, curfed him, and diftrefled 
him. The Septuagint and Vulgate Latin render it, 
they curfed my words, or defpifed them, as the Ethio- 
pic and Arabic verfions ; all ther thoughts. are a- 
gainft me for evil; their counfels, fchemes and con- 
trivances were all formed to do him all the hurt 
and mifchief they could. 
y¥. 6. They gather themfelves together, &c.} And 
meet in fome one place, to contrive ways and means 
to do hurt, and then affemble together again to put 
them in execution; as did the Jews with refpect 
to Chrift, Malt. xxvi. 3, 4. As iv. 27,28.) dben 
_Ezra fuppofes a various reading without »any rea- 
fon ; and that, inftead of 999 which archi ren- 
ders they lodge, and the Septuagint, and the verfions 
following that, they fojourn, it fhould be read 47439 
they affemble in troops; becaufe they were many : 
but the fenfe is, they /lay*; or continue. in, fome 
certain place; they bide themfelves; the Targum 
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adds, in ambufb ; they lay in, wait, and caufed o- 


thers to lie in wait for him, in order to take him; — 


as did Saul and his men, and the fervants of the 
king of Gath. They mark my fteps; they obferved 
where he went, that they might feize himg, or they 
obferved his heels, as the old ferpent did the Mef- 
fiah’s, that he might bruife them; or they watch- 
ed for his halting, as Feremiak’s familiars did. for 
his. When they wait for my foul; to take away 
his life, to deftroy him; fee P/al. cxix. 95. they 
wanted not a will to do it, they only waited for an 
opportunity. The Zargum is, ** as they waited, 
‘« they did to my foul:” or rather, after they bad 
hoped for my foul’ ; when they had entertained 
hopes of taking him, this animated them to do the 
above things. . 

y..7. Shall they efcape by iniquity? 8c. Shall 
fuch iniquity as this, or perfons guilty of it, 
unpunifhed, or efcape righteous judgment, and the 
vengeance of God? No; and much lefs fhall they 
efcape by means of their iniquity ; by their wicked 
fubtilty, or by any evil arts and methods made ufe 
of, by making a covenant with death, and an a- 
greement with hell ; or efcape becaufe of their ini- 
quity ; or be delivered becaufe of the abominations 
done by them, as they flatter themfelves, Fer. vii. 
10, Some underftand thefe words, not as referring 


and render them, either by way of petition, becau/e 
of iniquity, the iniquity of his enemies before de- 


meaning his heels they marked, and his foul they 
waited for: or by way of affertion or interrogation, 
becaufe of iniquity there fhall be; or fhall there be 
a deliverance to them*? his heels and his foul; or 


from ibem, his enemies. Tho’ others choofe to ren- 


der the words thus ; decaufe of their iniquity, there 
fhall be @ casting of them away” by the Lord, and 
from his prefence, with loathing and contempt, as 
fons of Belial ; reprobate filver, rejected of the Lord; 
which agrees with what follows: Jw thine anger, 
caft dowu the people, O God; Saul’s courtiers, or 
the fervants of Achifh king of Gath, or both, who 
were in high places but flippery ones; and fuch are 
fometimes brought down. to deftruétion in a mo- 
ment, by that God from whom promotion comes ; 
who putteth down one, and fets up another, and 
which he does in wrath and anger, 
¥.8. Thou telleft my wandrings, &c.] Not his 
fins ; tho’ thefe are aberrations or wandrings from 
the ways of God’s commandments ; yet thefe are 
not told by the Lord: he takes no account of them; 
the number of them is not kept by him; they are 
blotted out, caft behind his back, and into the depths 
of the fea; though fometimes his people think they 
are told and numbered. by him, 70d xiv. 16. and 
xxxi. 4, but David’s removes and flights from place 
to place are meant, through Sau/’s purfuit of ine. 
as a partridge on the mountains. Some writers 
reckon twelve of thefe removes. .The Targum ren- 
ders it, ‘‘thou numbereft the days of my wandring;” 
that.is, the days of his pilgrimage and fojourning 
in this world: the number of our days, and months 
and years, in which we wander about in this: ince 
tain ftate of things, is with the Lord, fod xiv. 
Put thou my tears into thy botiie allufion is.to 
lachrymatories, or tear-bottles, dn. whi, ivi 
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friends, and buried them with their afhes, or in their | 
turns ; fome of which tear-bottles are ftill to be feen 
in the cabinets of the curious. A defcription of 
which is given by Gejerus ‘, from Olaus Wormius ; 
and who alfo from Cotovicus relates, that the grave 
of M. Tullius Cicero was dug up in the ifland of Za- 
cynthus, A.D. 1544. in which were found two glafs 
urns ; the larger had afhes in it, ‘the leffer water : 
the one was fuppofed to contain his afhes, the o- 
ther the tears of his friends: and as this was a cuf- 
tom with the Romans, fomething like this might 
obtain among the Jews; and it isa faying with 
them *, *¢ Whoever fheds tears for a good man (de- 
** ceafed) the holy blefled God numbers them, and 
‘© puts them into his treafures, according to P/al. 
*¢ Ivi. 8.” which fhews, that they thought that re- 
ference is here had to funeral tears. The meaning 
of the text is, that God would take notice of Da- 
vid’s afflictions and troubles, which had ‘caufed fo 
many tears, and remember them, and deliver him 
out of them: thefe being defired to be put into a 
bottle was, that they might be kept and referved ; 
not to make atonement for fin; for as a thoufand 
rivers of oil cannot expiate one fin, could they be 
come at; fo neither as many rivers of brinifh tears, 
could they poffibly be fhed: nor to obtain heaven 
and happinefs; for thére is no comparifon, nor pro- 
portion between. the fufferings. of the faints, and 
the glory that fhall be revealed in them ;° though 
there is a connexion of grace through the promife 
of God between them: but rather, that they might 
be brought forth another day and fhewn, to the ag- 
gravation of the condemnation of wicked men,who 
by their hard {peeches, and ungodly actions, have 
caufed them. Are they xot in thy book? verily they 
are; that is, the tears and afflictions of his people. 
They are in his book of purpofes ; they are all ap- 
pointed by him, their kind and nature, their mea- 
fure and duration, their quality and quantity ; what 
they fhall be, and how long they fhall laft ; and 
their end and ufe: and they are in his book of pro- 
vidence, and are all overruled, and caufed to work 
for their good ; and they are in the book of his re- 
membrance; they are taken notice of and number« 
ed by him, and fhall be finifhed ; they fhall not ex- 
ceed their bounds. Thefe tears will be turned into 
joy, and God will wipe them all away from the eyes 
of his people. 

¥. 9.. When I cry unto thee, &c.] In prayer. 
Then fhall mine enemies turn backs great is the 
ftrength of prayer; the effectual fervent prayer of 
the righteous avails much againft their eneniies : 
when Mo/es lift up his hands, J/rael prevailed : the 
cafes of Aja, Febofhaphat, and Hezekiah prove it ; 
this David was affured of, and knew it to be true 
by experience, his prayer being often the prayer 
of faith in this refpect. This I know; for God is 
for me; he knew that when he prayed his enemies 
would flee; becaufe God was on his fide, who is 
greater than they; or by this he knew that God 
was for him, and was his God, by hearing his pray- 
ers, and caufing his enemies to turn back : or how- 
ever, let things go how they will, this he was af- 
fured of, that he had a covenant-intereft in God, 
and who would be his God and guide even unto 
death. 
_ y.10, In God will Ipraife his word, &e.] Thefe 
words are repeated from y. 4. and for the greater 
certainty of the thing, and to fhew his fixed refo- 
lution to do it, and his ftrong affection for the 
Lord and his word, they are doubled. In the Lord 
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will I praife his word; in the former claufe the 
word Hlobim is made ufe of, which the Jews fay, 
denotes the property of juftice, and in the latter 
Febovab, which with them is the property of mer- 
cy; and accordingly the Targum paraphrafes the 
words, ** in the attribute of the juftice of God 
** will I praife his word; in the attribute of the 
se mercies of Febovah will | praife his word,” and 
to the fame fenfe Farchi : that is, whether I am in 
adverfity or profperity, receive evil or good things 
from the hand of the Lord; yet will I praife him : 
I will fing of mercy and of judgment, P/al. ci. 1: 
or rather, the one may denote the grace and good- 
nefs of ‘a covenant-God in making promifes, and 
the other his truth and faithfulnefs in keeping thems 
on account of both which he is worthy of praife. 
The word dis is not in either claufe in the original 
text, and they may be rendered, in God will I praife 
the word; in the Lord will I praife the word, in 
and by the help, affiftance, and grace of Febovab 
the Father, will I praife’ the eternal and effential 
Word his Son. The Targum tenders it his Memra ; 
a word often ufed in it tor a divine perfon, the e- 
ternal Logos; the lovelinefs of his perfon, the love 
of his heart to his people, the fulnefs of grace that 
is in him, the offices he fuftains on their account, 
and the virtue of his blood, righteoufnefs and facri- 
fice, render him praife-worthy in their efteem. 
--y. 11. In God have I put my trust, &c.] See 
the noteon ¥. 4. IL will not be afraid what man - 
can dounto me; the fame with flefh in y. 4. and 
is oppofed to God in whom he trufted ; and it fug- 
gefts that he was not, and would not be afraid of 
the greateft of men, as well as of the meaneft 5 fee . 
the note on ¥. 4. Arama diftinguifhes between fle/> 
and man; the former, he fays, means the Pdiii- 
ftines, and the latter Sau/ and his army. 

¥. 12. Thy vows are upon me, O God, &c.] Which 
he had made to him in the time of his diftrefs and 
trouble, and which he looked upon himfelf under 
obligation to perform ; they were debts upon him 
he ought to pay off; they were with him; they 
were frefh in his mind and-‘memory; he had not 
forgot them, which is often the cafe when trouble 
is over ; and he found his heart inclined to make 
them good. J will render praifes unto thee; which 
explains what he meant by his vows; namely, fa- 
crifices of praife and thankfgiving to the Lord: 
when he was in diftrefs, he had vowed and promif- 
ed, that if the Lord would deliver him, he would 


 praife his name, and give him all the glory ; and 


now he refolves to fulfil what he had promifed. 

y¥. 13. For thou hast delivered my foul from death, 
&c.] From imminent danger of death, when in 
the hands of the PAilistines ; not that the foul can 
die; that is immortal ; but he means his perfon, 
on which account he determines to render praife to 
God: moreover, this may include the deliverance 
of his foul froma moral or fpiritual death, in 
which he was by nature, being conceived in fin, 
and fhapen in iniquity ; from which he was deliver- 
ed by regenerating grace, when he was quickened, who 
before was dead in trefpaffes and fins ; and fo deli+ 
vered, as that this death fhould no more come upon 
him; the grace of God in him being a well of liv- 
ing water, {pringing up unto eternal life : and it 
may alfo be underftood of deliverance from eternal 
death, by Chrift, who has redeemed his people 
from the curfe of the law, and delivered them 


from wrath to come; fo that they fhall never be 


hurt of the fecond death ; that fhall have no pows 
er 
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er over them ; but they fhall have eternal life ; all 
which is matter of praife and thankfgiving. Wilt 
not thou deliver my feet from falling ? that is, thou 
wilt deliver them ; for this way of {peaking ftrong- 
ly affirms; or ha/t thou not delivered them * ? thou 
haft, and wilt ftill deliver, or keep from falling. 
The people of God are fubjeét to falling ; God is 


the only keeper of them; and they have reafon to) 


believe, that he will keep them from a final and 
total falling away; becaufe of the great love which 
he has for them, the gracious promifes of prefer- 
vatian he has made unto them, and his power, 
which is engaged in keeping of them ; and becaufe 
they are put into the hands of Chrift, who is able 
to keep them, and who has an intereft in them, 
and an affection for them; and becaufe of the glo- 
ry of all the three divine perfons concerned in the 
faints prefervation ; and this is another reafon for 
rendering praifes untothe Lord; the end of which 
follows. That I may walk before God in the light 
of the living 5 to walk before God, is to walk as in 
his fight, who fees and knows all hearts, thoughts, 
words and actions ; with great circum{pection, and 
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caution, and watchfulnefs; to walk according to the 
word and will of God, inall his ways, commands; 
and ordinances ; and fo the Arabic verfion, that I 

do the will of the Lord, and fo as to pleafe him, 
Enoch did, who walked with him, and whofe walk- 
ing with him is interpreted by pleafing him, Heb. 
Xi. 5, 6. agreeable to which the Septuagint, Vulgate 
Latin, Syriac, and Ethiopic verfions, render’ the 
words, shat I may pleafe before the Lord, or do 


what is acceptable in his fight. Moreover, to walk — 


before the Lord is to walk in the light of his coun- 
tenance, to have his prefence, enjoy his favour, 
and be bleffed with communion with him: J# the 


light of the living ? that is, to walk as an enlight~ — 


ned and quickned perfon, ‘as the children of the 
light ; and to walk in the light of the gofpel, and 
as becomes that ; and to walk in Chrift the light, 
and by faith on him; and fuch thall have she light 
of life, John vii, 12. a phrafe the fame with this 
here 5 and defigns the light of the heavenly glory; 
and of the new Yeru/alem-church-ftate, in which the 
nations of them that are faved fhall walk, Rev. xxi. 
23,24. Some J ewith ‘ writers interpret this of paradife. 
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To the chief mufician, Al-tafchith, Michtam of David, when he fled from Saul in the cave. 


OME think the words A/-ta/chith are the be- 

ginning of a fong, to the tune of which this 
was fet, as Aben Ezra, others, that they are taken 
from Deut. ix. 26. they fignifying deffroy not ® ; 
others, that they refer to what David faid to Abi- 
jfeai, when he would have flain Saul, deftroy him 
not, 1 Sam. xxvi. g. but that was an affair that 
happened after this pfalm was penned: they feem 
rather to be words which were frequently ufed by 
David in the time of his diftrefs ; who often faid 
unto the Lord, either in an ejaculatory way, or vo- 
cally, or both, do not deffroy me, or fuffer me to 
be deStroyed ; of which he was in great danger, as 
appears from y. 4, 6. and therefore prefixed thefe 
words in the title of the pfalm, in memorial of the 
inward anguifh of his mind, and of what his mouth 
then uttered ; and to this agrees the Chaldee para- 
phrafe, ‘* concerning the trouble at the time when 
“© David faid, do not deftroy.”” Of the word 
Michtam, fee the note on Pfal. xvi. The occafion 
and time of writing this pfalm, were David’s flee- 
ing from Saul in the cave; or rather into” the cave, 
as it fhould be rendered ; for it was after that Sau/ 
was gone that David and his men came out of the 
cave ; but he fled hither for fear of Sau/ 5 and whilft 
he was here, Saul, with three thoufand men, came 
to the mouth of the cave, and he himfelf went into 
it; which muft have put David and his men intoa 
very great panic, there being no retreat, nor any 
human poffibility of an efcape, but muft expect 
to fall into the hands of the enemy, and be cut 
to pieces at once. This cave was in Engedi, 
1 Sam. xxiv. 1—3. of which Le Bruyn‘ fays, it 
is on- the top of a very high hill, and is ex- 
tremely dark; which agrees with the account in 
the above place, fince it was on the rocks of the 
wild goats Sau! fought David, and coming to 


* An non eripuifti? Pifcator, Gejerus; nonne liberafti ? Michaelis. 
¢ PMNWM- SN he difperdas, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus, ‘Vatablus ; ne | 
Mafculus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Gejerus, Michaelis, 
1 Voyage to the Levant, ch. 51- p. 199, 
mihi, Junius & Tremellius, Cocceius; fo Pifcator, Ainfworth. 


in Pfal. Ivii. 2. 
Montanus, &c. in fpecum, Tigurine verfion, . 


Vatablus ; fpero, Tigurine verfion, Mufculus, Michaelis, 


the fheep-cotes there, went into the cave where 
David was. 


y. 1. Be merciful unto me, O God, &c.| Or be 
gracious to me* ; which words are repeated by him. 
Be merciful, or gracious unto me to fhew the great- 
nefs of his diftrefs, the eagernefs, vehemency, and 
importunity he ufed in prayer; his cafe requiring a 
fpeedy anfwer, and immediate relief ; and that he 
expected only from the mercy and grace of God ; 
fee the note on P/al. lvi.1. For my foul trufteth in 
thee or in thy word; asthe Targum; and in thee 
only, both as the God of providence, and the God: 


of grace; and a great act of faith this was to truft 


in the Lord in fuch circumftances; and it was not 
a bare profefiion of truft, but it was hearty and fin- 


cere; his foul trufted in the Lord; he trufted in 


him with all his heart and foul, and trufted him 
with his foul or life : and this he makes a reafon or 
argument for mercy; feeing, as the mercy of the 
Lord is an encouragement to faith and hope ; fo 
the Lord has declared, that he takes pleafure in 
thofe that hope and truft in it ; wherefore mercy 
may be expected by fuch. 2ea, in the foadow of 
thy wings will I make my refuge; or I will bope' 5 
the meaning is, that he would betake himfelf to 
the power and protection of God, and make him 
his refuge from the enemy : the allufion is either 
to the hen, or any other bird covering its you 
with its wings, when a bird of prey is near, till 
that is gone; or to the Cherubim, whofe wings over- 
fhadewed the mercy-feat, between which the glor 
of God dwelt; and fo the Targum, ** in the fhadoy 
“« of thy Shekinab, or glorious majefty, will” 
‘¢ truft;” which agrees with his applyir 
mercy-feat, or to God ona throne of grace anc 
mercy : and here he determines to ab de, “Ur “i 
.. ©.» FIPS in fpeluncam, V. : 
* 9M gratiam. 
1 FIBA, fperabo, V.L, Pagninus, Montanus, 
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thefe calamities be overpaft, the ftorm of them was 
over, which was very black and threatning. The 
Targum is, ** until the tumult is over;” and fo 
the Syriac verfion ; until Sau/ and his men were 
gone, of whom he was afraid. The Septuagint 
verfion, and thofe that follow it, render the words 
until fin paffeth away 5 the caufe of thefe troubles ; 
unlefs fin is put for finful men ; and fo the fenfe is 
as before; fee J/a, xxvi. 20. 

y.2. I will cry unto God moft bigh, &c.) To 
remember him in his low eftate, and who is high- 
er than the higheft, than Sau/ and his mighty men 
with him. This epithet David no doubt made ufe 
of, to encourage his faith in the Lord, who is a- 
bove all, and can do all things ; as follows.» Unto 
God that performeth all things for me 5 ina provi- 
dential way, having made him, upheld him in be- 
ing, fed and cloathed him, preferved him, and 
followed him with his goodnefs all his days; and in 


a way of grace he performed all his purpofes con- 


cerning him, all his promifes unto him, and was per- 
forming, and would perfeét the work of grace in him 
fee Pfal. cxxxviii. 8. Phil, i. 6. The Targum adds 
a fable by way of paraphrafe on the text, «* who 
<< commanded, or prepared a fpider, to perfect in 
«: the mouth of the cave a web for me;”’ foitis 
in the king’s Bible; as if, when he was in the 
cave, God fo ordered’it in his providence, that a 
fpider fhould ipin a web over the mouth of it, 
which prevented his perfecutors from fearching for 
him in it; but the {cripture is filent in this matter. 
Such a ftory is reported of Felix bifhop of Nola in 
ecclefiaftical hiftory ™. 

y. 3. He foall fend from beaven, and fave me, 
&c.] His angel, as the Targum adds; or his an- 
gels, as Kimchi; who are miniftring fpirits, fent 
forth by him, to encamp about his people, and 
guard them, as they did acob when in fear of 
Lfau, Gen. xxxii. 1, 2. or to deliver them out of 
trouble, as Peter when in prifon, 47s xii. 7. or 
rather the fenfe may be, that David did not expect 
any help and deliverance in an human way, by 
means of men on earth; but he expected it from 
above, from heaven, from God above, and which 
he believed he fhould have; and he might have a 
further view to the miffion of Chrift from heaven 
to fave him, and all the Lord’s people ; and which 
he may mention, both for his own comfort, and 
for the ftrengthening of the faith of others in that 
important article. From the reproach of bim that 
would fwallow me up. Selab. meaning Saul; fee 
Pfal. \vi. 1,2. The Targum renders it, * he hath 
«© reproached him that would fwallow me up for 
«< ever;” and to the fame fenfe the Septuagint, 
Vulgate Latin, Ethiopic, Arabic, and Syriac ver- 
fions ; difappointed them, and filled them with re- 
proach, fhameand confufion. God /hall fend forth 
bis mercy and his truth ; fhall manifeft and difplay 
the glory of thefe his perfections, his mercy and 
erace, his truth and faithfulnefs, in his deliverance 
and falvation; and which are remarkably glorified 
in falvation by Chrift Jefus; and who himfelf may 
be called bis grace and bis truth”, as the words 
may be rendered; he being theWord of his grace, 
and truth itfelf, and full of both, and by whom, 
when fent forth, grace and truth came, Fobni. 14, 
17. it may alfo intend a conftant fupply of grace, 
whereby God would fhew forth the truth of his 
promifes to him. 


= Vid. Bochart. Hierozoic. par. 2. 1.4. ¢.23. col. 611. 
Gejerus, Michaelis. © Tliad. 24. Vv. 40, 41. 


mantes, Gejerus, Michaelis ; fo Ainfworth, Cocceius, Vatablus, Mufculus. 
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¥. 4. My foul is among lions, &e.} Not literal- 
ly underftood ; though fuch there might be in the 
wildernefles where he fometimes was ; but figura- 
tively, men comparable to lions, for their ftout- 
nefs, courage, ftrength, fiercenefs and cruelty ; 
meaning not his own men, as fome think, who 
were fierce, and of keen refentment againft Sau/; 
and would fain have killed him when he was in the 
gave, had they not been reftrained by David, 1 Sam. 
XXIV. 4, 7. but Sau/, and thofe with him, who 
were three thoufand chofen men, ftout, coura- 
geous, fierce and furious. «It is ufual in fcripture 
to defcribe powerful princes, and efpecially perfe- 
cuting ones, by the name of lions, Prov. xxviii.15. 
Jer. \. 17. 2 Tim.iv. 17. Achilles, in Homer, is 
compared to a lion for his cruelty. The foul of 
Chrift was among fuch, when he was apprehend- 
ed by the band of men that came with Fudas to 
take him ; when he was in the high-prieft’s hall 
buffeted and fpit upon; and when he was in the 
common hall of Pilate furrounded by the Roman 
foldiers ; and when he was incircled on the crofs 
with the crowd of the common people, priefts and 
elders, Matth. xxvi. 55, 67. and xxvii. 27, 395 
41. Pfal. xxii, 12, 13, 21. and fo the fouls of his 
people are often among lions, perfecuting men, and 
Satan and his principalities, who is compared to a 
roaring lion, 1 Pet, v. 8. and among whom they 
are as wonderfully preferved as Dazie/ in the lions 
den. And J he even among them that are fet on 


Jire; of hell, as the tdngue is faid to be in Fames 


iii. 6. by the devil, who ftirred up Sau/ againft 
David, filled him with wrath and fury, fo that he ’ 


breathed out nothing but flaming vengeance, threat- 


ning and flaughter againft him; and by wicked men 
his courtiers, who kindled and ftirred up the fire 
of contention between them; among thefe incen- 
diaries, as Funius renders the word ®, David was, 
who inflamed the mind of Sau/ againft him, which 
he fuggefts in 1 Sam. xxiv. 10. Even the fons of 
men, whofe teeth are fpears and arrows; whole 
words, formed by means of their teeth, were very 
devouring ones, P/al. lii. 4. were very piercing 
and wounding ; calumnies, detractions, and back- 
bitings, {peaking againft him when abfent and at a 
diftance may be meant; fee Prov. xxx. 14. And 
their tongue a foarp fword ; fee the note on P/ai, lii, 
2. and there was a fort of {words called dingule, be- 
caufe in the fhape of a tongue %. 

¥. 5. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens, 
&c.] Thatis, fhew thy felf to be God, that fit- 
teft in the heavens, and art higher than they, by 
faving me, and difappointing mine enemies; that 
I, and thofe that are with me, may magnify the 
Lord, and exalt his name together, The Targum 
is, ‘* be thou exalted above the angels of heaven, 
“ QO God.” Let thy glory be above all the earth ; 
that is, above all the inhabitants of the earth, as 
the Chaldee paraphrafe: let the glory of God in my 
deliverance be feen by all that dwell upon the earth ; 
for by how much the lower and more diftreffed his 
cafe and condition were, by fo much the more 


would the glory of God be difplayed in bringing 


him out of it. Nothing lies nearer the hearts of 
the people of God than his glory; this is more de- 
firable than their own falvation : David breathes 
after the one, when he fays nothing of the other, 
that being uppermoft ; though his meaning is, 
that the one might be brought about by the other. 
x. 6 
2 TFAONI WDM gratiam & veritatem fuam, Cocceius, 
mun incendiarios, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; fam. 
4 A, Gell. No&. Attic, 1. 10, ¢. 25. 
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¥.6. They have prepared a net for my fleps, &c.] 
They laid fnares for him, as the fowler does for the 
bird, in order totake him. It denotes the infidious 
ways ufed by Sau/ and his men to get David into 
their hands; fo the Pharifees confulted together 
how they might intangle Chrift in his talk, Matt. 
xxii.15. My foul is bowed down; dejected by rea- 
fon of his numerous enemies, and the crafty me- 
thods they took to enfnare and ruin him; fo the 
foul of Chrift was bowed down with the fins of his 
people, and with a fenfe of divine wrath becaufe of 
them; and fo their fouls are often bowed down; 
or they are dejected in their fpirits, on account of 
fin, Satan’s temptations, various afflictions, and 
divine defertions. ‘The Targum renders it, ‘* he 
*¢ bowed down my foul ;”? that is, the enemy; Sau/ 
in particular. The Septuagint, Arabic and Ethiopic 
verfions, they bowed down my foul; the fame that 
prepared a net for his fteps; every one of his ene- 
mies ; they all were the caufe of the dejection of his 
foul : the Syriac verfion leaves out the claufe. They 
have digged a pit before me, into the midft whereof 
they are fallen themielves. Selah. contriving and 
feeking to find out the places where David’s haunt 
was, Sgu/ got into the very cave where he and his 
men were; and had his fkirt cut off, when his 
life might as eafily have been taken away, 1 Sam. 
XXlil. 22, 23. and xxiv. 3, 4. fee Pfal. vii. 15, 16. 
and ix, 15. 

¥. 7. My heart is fixed, O God, &c.] Firm 
and fure, trufting in the Lord, believing that he 
fhould be faved by him out of his troubles ; fee 
Pfal. ci, 1. and cxii, 7, 8. fo in a fpiritual fenfe, a 
heart fixed and eftablifhed, or that is firm and 
fure, is one that is affured of its falvation by Chrift; 
rooted and grounded in the love of God, firmly 
built on the foundation, Chrift, and has its affec- 
tions fet on him ; and is unmoved, from the hope 
of the gofpel, and the doétrines of it, by whatfo- 
ever it meets with inthe world. It may be ren- 
dered, my heart is prepared, or ready"; that is, 
according to fome, to receive good or evil, pro- 
fperity or adverfity, at the hand of God; to which 
fenfe is Farchi’s note, ‘¢ my heart is faithful with 
*¢ thee in the meafure of judgment, and it is faith- 
‘¢ ful with thee in the meafure of mercy.’’ That is, 
whether I am chaftifed with judgments, or fol- 
lowed with mercies, my heart is firm and true to 
God. The Targum is, ** my heart is prepared 
s¢ for thy law, O Lord 5 my heart is prepared for 
*¢ thy fear ;” that is, it is prepared for the wor- 
fhip and fervice of God ; it is ready to every good 
work; it is prepared to pray unto him, and to wait 
for an anfwer, which are both from the Lord, 
Prov. xvi..1. Pfal. X. 17. and particularly to fing 
praife unto him, as follows. My heart is fixed ; 
this is repeated, to fhew the vehemency of his fpi- 
rit, and the certainty of the thing. J will fing and 
give praife; for the falvation wrought for him, 
and which he was fure of; and before he had finifh- 
ed this pfalm, or while he had compofed it, did 
enjoy. it. 

_ ¥. 8. Awake up, my glry, &c.] Meaning his 
foul, whom Facob calls his honour, Gen. xlix. 6, 
it being the moft honourable; glorious, and excel- 
lent part of man; is the breath of God, of his im- 
mediate production’; is a fpirit incorporeal and im- 
mortal ; is poffefled of glorious powers and facul- 
ties; had the image of God inftamped upon it, 
which made man the glory of God, r Cor. xi. 7. 
and has the image of Chrift on it in regenerated 
perfons; and.is that with which God and Chrift are 


* [02] paratum, V.L. Pagninus, Montanus, &c. : 
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glorified ; and is, upon all accounts, of great worth 
and value, even of more worth than the whole 
world: and this fometimes in the faints is as it 
were afleep, and needs awaking; not in a literal © 
fenfe ; for it is uncapable of natural fleep, being 
incorporeal ; but in a figurative and fpiritual fenfe 
as when grace is dormant, and not in exercife ; 
when the foul is backward to, and flothful in du- 
ty, unconcerned about divine things, and luke- 
warm and indifferent to them; which is occafioned 
by prevailing corruptions and worldly cares; and 
fometimes it becomes dull, and heavy, and inac- 
tive, through an overpreffure by forrows and trou- 
bles, as the difciples of Chrift were found fleeping 
for forrow, Luke xxii. 45. which feems to have 
been the cafe of the pfalmift here; he had been in 
great diftrefs, his foul was bowed down, y. 6. he 
had hung his harp upon the willow, and could not 
fing one of the Lord’s fongs in the place and cir- 


cumftances he was in; but now he calls upon his 


foul, and aroufes all the powers and faculties of it, 
and ftirs up himfelf to the work of praife, juft as 
Deborah did, Fudg. v. 12. fome by his glory un- 
derftand his tongue, as in P/a/. xvi. 9. compared 
with és ii. 26. and Pfal, xxx. 12. and fo may 
defign vocal finging here, as inftrumental mufic in 
the next claufe, Awake, pfaltery and harp; which, 
by a profopopeia, are reprefented as perfons ; as if 
they were animate, fenfible, and living: thefe had 
been laid afide for fome time as ufeleis,; but now 
the pfalmift determines to take them up and em- 
ploy them in the fervice of praifing God: thefe are 
fitly put together, becaufe pfalms were fung to 
harps; and fo with the Greeks a pfalm is faid to be 
properly the found of the harp*. J. my felf will 
awake early ; in the morning, when falvation and 
joy come; and fo foon caufe his voice to be heard, 
as in prayer, fo in praife; or I will awaken the 
morning ; fo Farchi : be up before the fun rifes, the 
morning appears, or day dawns: this is taking the 
wings of the morning, and even preventing that. 
The Targum is, ** I will awake to the morning- 
‘6 prayer.” 

¥. 9. Iwill praife thee, OLord, among the peo- 
ple, &c.] Either among the people of J/rae/, as 
Aben Ezra, when the feveral tribes meet together ; 
and fo it denotes the public manner in which he 
would praife God for his falvation: or among the 
Gentiles, as the following claufe fhews. J will 
Jing unto thee among the nations; the apoftle Paul 
feems to have reference to this paflage in Rom. xv. 
g. which he produces as a proof of the Gentiles 
glorifying God for his mercy in fending the gofpel 
among them, and calling them by his grace; by 
which they appeared to be his chofen and redeemed 
ones; and in forming them into gofpel-churches, 
among whom his praife was fung: for this fup- 
pofes fomething to be done among the Gentiles, 
which fhould occafion praife ; and here the pfalm- 
ift perfonates the Meffiah, who in his minifters 
and members praife God for his wonderful mercy 
to the Gentile world, as follows. “Sibel 

y.10. For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, 
&c.] Which denotes the exceeding greatnefs and 
largenefs of it; as itis in the heart of God, who is 


plenteous in mercy ; as it is expreffed in the cove- _ 


nant of grace, where are ftores of its as it is 

thewn forth in the choice of perfons to eternal life; 

in the miffion of Chrift into this world to die for - 

them ; in the regeneration of them, the pardon of 

their fins, and eternal life: and this mercy is not 

only extended to perfons in the feveral parts of the _ 
: A } 
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‘ earth, but is as high as the heaven above it; P/al. 
cli. 11. And thy truth unto the clouds; the faith- 
fulnefs of God in performing his purpofes and his 
promifes; or the gofpel, and the doétrines of it, 
which contain the deep things of God; unlefs 
Chrift himfelf fhould be meant, who is the truth 
which fprung out of the earth, P/al. Ixxxv. 11. is 
now afcended unto heaven, and is higher than the 
heavens; and whofe exaltation and glory may be 
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To the chief muficiah,. Al- 


Ccording to the Syriac verfion, this pfalm 

was written when Saw/ threatened the priefts, 
becaufe they did not fhew him where David was, 
when they knew it. Dr Lightfoot thinks, that the 
title Al-ta/chith refers to David’s not deftroying 
Nabal, as he threatened; and that the venom of 
Nabal’s tongue in reviling him, and the deafnefs 
of his ears in not attending to the meffengers that 
told their errand wifely, are defigned in this pfalm ; 
and in which the pfalmift prophefies of his fudden 
death, before the pots for his feaft could be warm- 
ed by the thorns under them, and whilft he was 
lively and jovial. archi is of opinion that it was 
compofed after David had been in the trench where 
Saul lay, and took away the fpear and cruife, and 
went his way, and called to Abner, faying, Anfwer- 
eft thou not? which is as if he fhould fay, Haft thou 
it not in thy power now to convince Sau/, and 
fhew him that he purfues me without caufe, fince, 
if I would, I could have flain him? Kimchi fays it 
was written on account of Admer, and the reft of 
Saul’s princes, who judged David as a rebel againft 
the government, and {aid it was for Sau] to pur- 
fue after him to flay him; for if they had re- 
ftrained him, Saul would not have purfued af- 
ter him; and indeed they feem to be wicked 
judges who are addreffed in this pfalm 5 Do not de- 
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Ae! 
defigned in the following verfe. 

y. 11. Be thou exalted, O God, above the hea- 
vens, &c.| As Chrift now is at the Father’s right 
hand, and who is God over all; bleffed for ever. 
Let thy glory be above all the earth; as it is above 
all the men on earth and angels in heaven: This 
is repeated from y. 5. fee the note there, and fhews 
the vehemency of his defire after thefe things, and 
how much his heart was fet upon them. 


M  LVIII. 
tafchith, Michtam of David. 


of, and called in queftion; at leaft their fincerity 
in giving judgment: yea, it is denied; for this in- 
terrogation carries in it a ftrong denial; and the 
meaning is, that they did not fpeak righteoufnefs, 
or that which was juft and right in the caufe of 
David, when beforethem. Do ye judge uprightly, 
O ye fons of men? no, they did not; they were un- 
juft judges. The pfalmift calls them the fons of 
men, as in 1 Sam. xxvi. 1g. in diftinétion from 
God the Judge of all, and to put them in mind of 
their frailty and mortality ; for though they were 
gods by office, they were but men, and fhould die 
| like men, and be accountable to the fupreme Judge 
for all their proceedings in judgment here, P/a/, 
Ixxxii. 1, 6, 7. 
¥. 2. Yea, in heart ye work wickedne/s, 8c.] So 
far were they from fpeaking righteoufnefs, and 
judging uprightly. The heart of man is wicked- 
nefs itfelf ; it is defperately wicked, and is the fhop 
in which all wickednefs is wrought; for finful acts 
are committed there, as well as by the tongue and 
hand, as follows. This phrafe alfo denotes their 
finning; not with precipitancy, and through fur- 


| prife; but with premeditation and deliberation ; 


and their doing it heartily, with good will, and 
with allowance, and their continuance and conftant 
perfifting in it. Ye weigh the violence of your bands 


firoy, Arama fays, it declares the wickednefs of | in the earth; they were guilty of acts of violence 


Saul’s judges. ; ‘Cae 


y. 1. Do ye indeed [peak righteoufne/s, O congre- 
gation? &c.| Of the mighty, as in P/al. Ixxxii. 
r. the judges of the land, who were many, and 
therefore called a congregation, as it is neceffary 
they fhould; for being many, they are not fo eafi- 
ly bribed ; and befides, one may fee that in a caufe 
which another does not. ‘The word fignifies a 
Joeaf* s and fo it is by fome rendered, to which a 
bench or aflembly of judges may be compared ; 
becaufe confifting of many, and a feleét body, who 
fhould unite together in a fentence or decree, and 
at uprightly, like a fheaf of wheat ftanding up- 
right ; fee Gea. xxxvii. 7. fome think the word 
has the fignification of dumbnefs, or filence; fo 
Farchi and R. Mofes* ; as Elem in the title of the 
fifty-fixth pfalm, and render it, do ye indeed /peak 
dumb juftice 2 or the dumbnefs of juftice” , of are you 
_ dumb, or your mouth filent, ‘when ye fhould 
fpeak righteoufnefs ? and fo’ the pfalmift accufes 
them for their criminal filence, in not contradict- 
ing Sau! and his courtiers when they fpake againft 
him ; and for not advifing him to another kind of 
conduct towards him. All men ought to {peak that 
which is right and truth; but efpecially judges on 
the bench, who are to judge the people with juft 
judgment, Deut. xvi. 18, but here this is doubted 


t DOIN ¢ manipulo, Tigurine verfion, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; ¢ manipulo juftivie, Cocceius. 


Ezra in loc, * So Varenius, Reinbech, Michaclis, 


and oppreffion, which, of all men, judges fhould 
not to be guilty of; whofe bufinefs it is to plead 
the caufe of the injured and opprefiéd, to right 
their wrongs, and to protect and defend them: 
thefe they pretended to weigh in the balance of 
juftice and equity, and committed them under a 
fhew of righteoufnefs; they decreed unrighteous de- 
crees, and framed mifchief by a law; and this they 
did openly, and every where, throughout the 
whole land. 
\ ¥. 3. The wicked are eftranged from the womb, 
&c.] Which original corruption of nature ac- 
counts for all the wickednefs done by men: they 
are conceived in fin, fhapen in iniquity, and are 
tranfgreffors from the womb; they are alienated 
fromrGod, and from that godly life which is agree- 
able to him, and he requires; and from the knowledge 
and fear of him, and love to him; and they defire 
not the knowledge of him nor his ways; they are 
far from his law, and averfe to it; and ftill more 
fo to the gofpel of Chrift ; the doétrines of which, 
as well as the great things written in the law, are 
ftrange things to them; and they are aliens from 
the commonwealth of J/rae/, eftranged from the 
people of God, know nothing of them, neither of 
their joys, nor of their forrows. They go afiray as 
foon as they be born, fpeaking lies, they are wicked 
from their infancy, from their youth upward ; and 
fin, 
* In Aben 
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fin, which is meant by going aftray, as foon as 
they are capable of it, and which is very early. Sin 
foon appears in the temper and actions of men ; 
they go out of God’s way, and turn every one to 
their own way, and walk in the broad road which 
Jeads to deftruétion: and particularly they are ve- 
ry early guilty of lying; as foon as they can fpeak, 
and before they can {peak plain, they lifp out lies, 
which they learn from their father the devil, who 
is the father of lies; and fo they continue all their 
days ftrangers to divine things, going aftray from 
God, the God of truth, continually doing abomi- 
nations, and {peaking lies; which continuance in 
thefe things makes the difference between reprobate 
men and God’s eleét; for though the latter are the 
fame by nature as the former; yet their natures are 
reftrained, before converfion, from going into all 
the fins they are inclined to; and if not, yet at 
converfion a ftop is put to their progrefs in ini- 
quity. 

¥. 4. Their poifon is like the poifon of a ferpent, 
&c.] Either their wrath and fury, as the word * 
may be rendered, again{ft God, his people, and even 
one another, is like that of a ferpent when irritated 
and provoked ; or their mifchievous and devouring 
words are like the poifon of afps under their lips, 


Rom. iii. 13. or the malignity-of fin in them is here 


meant, which, like the poifon of a ferpent, is la- 
tent, hid, and lurking in them ; is very infectious 
to all the powers and faculties of the foul, and 
members of the body; and is deadly and incurable, 
without the grace of God and blood of Chrift. 
They are like the deaf adder that ftoppeth ber ear ; 
the adder is a kind of ferpent, in Hebrew called 
Pethen ; hence the ferpent Python. This is not deaf na- 
turally, otherwife it would have no need to ftop its 
ear, but.of choice; and naturalifts* obferve, that 
it is quicker of hearing than of fight. Farchi indeed 
fays, when it grows old it becomes deaf in one of 
its ears, and it ftops its other ear with duft, that it 


may not hear the voice of the charmer; though o- 
thers fay *, it {tops one ear with its tail, and lays 


the other to the ground; but thefe feem fabulous. 
David {peaks of it figuratively, that it acts as if it 
was deaf, regarding no enchantments, but bites 
notwithftanding ; thefe having no influence on it, 
which, if they had any, could not be hindered by 
its deafnefs ; and he compares wicked men to it, who 
are wilfully deaf to all good counfel and advice given 
them *. 

¥. 5. Which will not hearken to the voice of charm- 
ers, &cc.] Or that ufe inchantments, to inchant fer- 
pents, by muttering certain words, or by magical 
fongs; by which means, it is faid, that they have 
been drawn out of their holes, or caufed to fly, or 
have become ftupified, and have loft their poifon, 
and even burft afunder; as Bochart” relates from 
Pliny, AZlianus, Lucan, Ifidore, Virgil, Ovid, Ho- 
race and others: but an a/p is unmoved by in- 
chantments, and they are of no avail againft its 
bites and poifon*®. Nor do thefe words fup- 
pofe, that the pfalmift approved of inchantments, 
or affirms the virtue of them to be real, but rather 
fuggefts the contrary : he only takes his fimilitude 
from the feeming deafnefs and difregard of ferpents 
to inchantments, to fet forth the ob{ftinacy of wick- 
ed men, and their refolution to continue in their 
wicked ways ; like the ferpent that difregards men 
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Charming never fo wifely , being wife, /ilful *, or - 
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made wife in inchanting inchantments; one very 
learned and expert in the art; or in affociating affo- 
ciations, fRilful* : who makes a confort of magical 
words to obtain his point, as fome think; or be- 
caufe by his inchantments, he affociates and gathers 
many ferpents together, and tames them ; or be- 
caufe he does, this by fociety and fellowfhip with 
the devil; methods no ways approved of by the 
pfalmift, only alluded to. It may perhaps better 
be rendered, which will not bearken to the voice of 
the eloquent, putting things together ever fo wifely; 


the word is ufed for an eloquent orator, J/a. iii. 3. 


Such gofpel-minifters are, who are mighty in the 
{criptures. The voice of the gofpel is a charming 
voice ; it publifhes good news, and glad tidings ; it 
is a voice of love, grace and mercy, of peace, par- 
don, righteoufnefs, and falvation by Chrift; and 
is wifely charmed when it gives no uncertain found, 
is all of a piece, and is faithfully preached, as it 
was by the apoftles of Chrift,; who, as wife men, 
laid him as the foundation of eternal life and falva- 
tion; and efpecially as it was preached by Chrift 
himfelf, who fpake as never man did: and yet, 
fuch were the hardnefs and obftinacy of the wicked 
Jews, that they ftopped their ears to his miniftry, 
nor would they fuffer others to attend upon it; and 
fo it is now: which fhews the infufficiency of the 
beft means of themfelves, and the neceffity of pow- 
erful and éfficacious grace, to work upon the hearts 
of men. . 

¥. 6. Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth, 
&c.] From the defcription of the wicked, the 
pfalmift paffes to imprecations on his enemies 5 
whom he reprefents as cruel and blood-thirfty, and 
as being ftronger than he; and therefore he applies 
to God, who could, as he fometimes did, {mite 
his enemies on the cheek-bone, and break the teeth 
of the ungodly ; which is done by taking the power 
and inftruments of hurting from them: and it 
may be by their teeth in their mouth may be meant, 
their malicious words, calumnies and detractions ; 
teeth being the inftrument of fpeech ; and by 
breaking them, preventing the mifchief defigned by 
them. Break out the great teeth of the young lions, 
O Lord: Saul was the old lion; his princes, no- 
bles and courtiers the young ones; whofe jaw-teeth 
were as knives to devour David and his men, un- 
lefs plucked out;, or God in his providence fhould 
interpofe, and hinder the performance of their mif- 
chievous and cruel defigns ; and who could eafily 
deftroy them by-.his blaft, and by the breath of his 
noftrils, fob iv. 9,10. | 

y.7. Let them melt away as waters which run 
continually, &c.] Let them be difheartened, and 


their courage fail them, and let there o fpirit 
left in them, 7o/2. vii. 5. or let them be unftable 


as water, that is continually running, ever upon 
the fux and motion ; let them never be fettled, but 
always changing in their ftate and circumftances, 
Gen. xlix. 4. or let them come to nought, as the 
Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions ; which is the 
cafe of water that runs over or runs away: or Jet 
them be defpifed, as Farchi, and the Arabic, Syriac 
and Etbiopic verfions ; being ufelefs and unprofita- 
ble, as water is when pafled and gone: or let their 
ruin and deftruétion be as fwift as the gliding wa- 
ter; let them be brought to defolation in a moment ; 

Job 
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Fob xxiv. 18, and let it be irrecoverable, as water 
running over the cup, and feattering itfelf, is’ {pile 
upon the ground, and cannot be gathered up, 2 Sam. 
xiv. 14. The Targum is, * let them mele in their 
** fins as water.” When be bendeth his bow to 
fhoot bis arrows, let them be as cut in pieces , either 
when the wicked man bends his bow to fhoot his 
arrows againft the righteous ; when he devifes mif- 
chief againft him, fhoots out bitter words, and at- 
tempts to do hurt unto him; Jet it beas if the 
{tring of his bow and his arrows were all cut to 
pieces; let all his defigns, words and actions be 
without effect, and let not his hand perform his en- 
terprize: or when God bends his bow againft the 
wicked, fo Farchi; and prepares the inftruments of 
death for them, and ordains his arrows againft the 
perfecutors, P/al. vii. 12, 13. Let then his and his 
peoples enemies be cut off, as the tops of the ears 
of corn; as the word ufed fignifies, ‘fob xxiv. 24. 
The words may be rendered, let him (God) direé? 
bis arrows; as the tops of the ears of corn are cut off 's 
fo let them be. . ee eed 

¥.8. As a fnail which melteth, let every one of 
them pafs away, &c.] Asa fnail when it comes 
out of its fhell liquefies, drops its moifture, and 
with it makes a path, from whence it has its name 
Sisaw in the Hebrew language; and fo the Tar- 
gum here, * as the {nail moiftens its way 5’? which 
moiftnefs it gradually exhaufts, and melts away, 
and dies: fo the pfalmift prays, that every one of 
his enemies might die in like manner. Some think 
reference is had to the fnail’s putting out its horns 
to no purpofe when in danger, and apply it to the 
vain threatnings of the wicked ; a ftrange differ- 
ence this, between a roaring young lion, y. 6, and 
a melting fnail. The Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and 
all the Oriental verfions render it,’ as wax which 
melteth ; fee Pfal. \xviii. 2. Like the untimely birth 
of a woman, that they may not fee the fun; fee Fob 
iii, 16.. The Targum is, ** as an abortive and a 
«< mole, which are blind and fee not the fun.” So 
Farchi renders it a mole, agreeable to the Talmud *. 
Or, let them not fee the fun"; \et them die, and 
never fee the fun in the firmament any more; nor 
Chrift, the fun of righteoufnefs ; nor enjoy the fa- 
vour of God, and the light of his countenance ; 
nor have the light of life, or eternal glory.and hap- 
pinefs; fee P/al. xlix. 19. OUND haar 

y¥.9. Before your pots can feel the thorns, &c.] 
Which is foon done; for as dry thorns make a 
great blaze, fo they give a quick heat; the pots 
foon feel them, or the water in them foon receives 
heat from them. From imprecations the pfalmift 
proceeds to prophefy, and foretels the fudden de- 
{truction of wicked men, which would be before a 
pot could be heated with a blaze of thorns. ‘The 
Targum is, ** before the’ wicked become ‘tender, 
«< they harden as the thorn :”” that is, they never 
become tender, or have any tender confciences, 
but are hardened in fin from their infancy. Some 
render the words, before your thorns grow up toa 
briar or bramble‘; little thorns become great ones, 
tender thorns hard ones, as Yarchi; that is, as he 
interprets it, before the children of the wicked are 
grown up, they are deftroyed; thofe fons of Be- 
fial, who are like to thorns thruft away, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 6. Others, as Aben Ezra, before they under- 
ftand; that is, wife and knowing men 5 that your 
iborns are a bramble; or from leffer ones are be- 
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come greater; and fo denotes, as before, the fud- 
denneis and quicknels of their deftruction, as fol- 
lows: “He, that is, God, hall rake them away as 
with a whirlwind; not to himfelf, as, Exoch 5 nor 


to heaven, whither £/ija4 went up by a whirlwind; 
but-out of the land of the living, and as with a tem- 
peft, to hell, where fnares, fire and brimftone are 


rained upon them 3 fee Fob xxvii. 20, 21. Pfal. 
xi. 6. Both living, and in his wraib; when in 
health and full ftrength, and fo go quick to hell; 
as Korab and his company alive into the earth; and 
all in wrath and fore difpleafure: for the righteous 
are alfo taken away; but then it is from evil to 
come, and ‘to everlafting happinels ; and through 
many tempeftuous providences, which are in love, 
and for their good, do they enter the kingdom : 


‘and thofe that are alive at Chrift’s coming, will be 


caught up to meet him in the air; but the wicked 
are taken away as in a whirlwind, alive, and in 
wrath. 
¥.10. Lhe righteous fhall rejoice when he feeth 
the vengeance, &c.] Before imprecated and fore- 
-told; the punifhment inflicted by the Lord, to whom 
vengeance ‘belongs, in a way of vindictive wrath 3 
for what befals the wicked in an afflictive way, is 
in wrath, and: as a vengeance upon them: and as 
the judgments of God are fometimes manifeft, are 
to be feen, they are obferved by the righteous, who 
rejoice at theny; not:as evils and miferies fimply 
confidered, nor from a private affection; but as the 
glory of divine juftice is difplayed therein, and the 
goodnefs of God is fhewn to them, by delivering 
them out of their hands ;. fee Rev. xviii. 20., and: 
xix. 12,3... He. fhall wajfh his. feet in the blood of 
the wicked, which denotes the great deftrution of 
the wicked, and the abundance of blood that fhall 
be fhed; fee Rev. xiv. 20; and: the entire victory 
the faints fhall have over them, and their fecurity 
from them, P/al. Ixviii. 21-23. as well as the fa- 
tisfaétion, and pleafure and refrefhment, as it were, 
they fhall have in their deftruction ;. fignified by 
their:feet being wafhed in their blood, inftead of 
being, wafhed in water, ufual in the eaftern coun- 
tries 5 becaufe of the glory of the divine perfections 
appearing therein. . Lhe Septuagint, Vulgate La- 
tiny and all the Oriental verfions read his hands. 
¥. 11. So that a map foall fay, &c.] Any man, 
and every man efpecially, that is obferving, wife 
-and knowing; he fhall conclude from fuch a dif- 
penfation of things, from God’s dealing with the 
wicked, afterthis manner: Verily, there is a reward 
for the righteous; or fruit * for them: they have 
the fruits-of divine love, the bleffings of an ever- 
lafting covenant ; and the fruit of Chrift, the tree 
of life, which is {weet unto their tafte, as are the 
benefits of his death, his word and ordinances ; and_ 
the fruits of the Spirit, his feveral graces wrought 
‘in their fouls; and the fruits of righteoufnefs, the 
effect of which is peace ; and is a reward they re- 
ceive in, though not for keeping the commands of 
God ; and they gather fruit unto eternal life, which 
is the recompence of reward, the reward of the in- 
heritance, the. great reward in heaven, which re-_ 
mains for them; and which they fhall have, not 
for their own righteoufnefs-fake, but for the fake - 
of Chrift’s righteoufnefs; from,which they are de- 
nominated righteous perfons, and which gives them 
a right and title to it: fo that this is a reward, not 
of debt as due to them, and to be claimed by them 
on 
Michaelis. 
? Tigurine verfion, 
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en account of any thing they have done; but of 
grace, ftreaming through the blood and righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift. Verily, be-is a God that judgeth 
in the earth ; that there is aGod, is known by the 
judgments. that he executeth ; and that he judgeth 
in the earth, and is the Judge of all the earth, who 
will do right, may be concluded from the ven- 


PSALMS. 


number, [>945aw conor Gods that judge, which 
Kimchi and Ben Melech fay, is on account of ho- 


nour ;, or as they, with den Ezra, interpret it, of 


the angels: but thefe are not judges in the earth; 
rather it is expreflive of a Trinity of perfons in the 
Godhead, Father, Son, and Spirit. The Father 
is the Judge of all, though he does not execute 


geance infliéted on wicked men 5 and he will one | judgment 5 but has committed it to the Son, who 
day judge the world in righteoufnefs, by him whom | is Judge of quick and dead ; and the Spirit judges, 


he has ordained to be Judge of quick and dead, 
The words in the Hebrew text are in the plural 


reproves and convinces the world of fia, righteouf- 
nefs, and judgment, - 
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‘Yo the chief mufician, Al-tafchith, Michtam of David; when Saul fent, and they watched the 


houfe to kill him. 


HE hiftory of Sau/’s fending meffengers to 


watch the houfe of David, and to kill him 
when he rofe in the morning, is in 1 Sam. xix. 11. 
which was the occafion of his writing this pfalm ; 
though the title of the Syriac verfion of it is, “Da- 
« vid faid or compofed this, when he heard that 
the priefts were flain by Saul :” and in the fame 
is added, ‘* but unto us it declares the converfion 


n 


‘ 


“¢ of the Gentiles to the faith, and the rejection of 
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the Jews.” And which perhaps is defigned in 
. 55 13. and fome interpreters are of opinion, that 


the whole pfalm is to be underftood of Chrift, of 


whom David was a type, efpecially in his fuffer- 
ings 5 and there are fome things in it, which better 
agree with him than with David, as particularly his 
being without fin, y. 3. 


y. 1. Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God, 
&c.] David had his enemies in his youth,  not- 
withftanding the amiablenefs of his perfon, the en- 
dowments of his mind, his martial atchievements, 
his wife behaviour and conduct, and the prefence 
of God with him; yea, it were fome of thefe 
things that made Saa/ his enemy, who, by his 
power and authority, made others 5 fee x Sam, xviii. 
Chrift had his enemies, though he went about do- 
ing good, both to the bodies and fouls of men con- 
tinually ; the chief priefts, Scribes and Pharifees, 
were his implacable enemies, and even the people 
of the Jews in general: and the church of God, and 
members of it, whom David may reprefent, have 
their enemies, fin, Satan, and the world; and as 
David and Chritt, fo the church has a covenant- 
God to go unto, from whom deliverance from e- 
nemies may be defired and expected. Defend me 
Strom them that rife up againft me; or, fet me on 
bigh above them'; out of their reach, as David was 
protected from Saul and his men, who rofe up in 
an hoftile manner againft him; and as Chrift was, 
when raifed from the dead, and exalted at his Fa- 
ther’s right hand; and as the faints are in great 
fafety, dwelling on high, where their place of de- 
fence is the munition of rocks ; and therefore it 
matters not who rife up againft them. 

¥.2. Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, 
&c.] See the note on Pfal. vi. 8. And fave me 
from bloody men; fauch as Saul fent to kill David, 
as appears from the title of the pfalm; and fuch 
as were concerned in the death of Chrift; and 
fuch are the enemies of God’s people, the followers 
of the man of fin. The heap of words, the various 
expreffions ufed in a way of petition, in this and 


19J5NOM ftatue me in loco alto, i.e. tuto, Vatablus; and to the fame. fenfe, Pifcator, Cocceius, Michaelis, Gejers: 
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the preceding verfe, thew the diftrefS the pfalmift 
was in, and whom he perfonates; his importunity, 
earneftnefs, and fervency in prayer. 1 

y¥. 3. For lo, they lie in wait for my foul, &c.} 
As the men did that watched his houfe, when Sau/ 
fent to kill him ; fo the Jews fought and lay in wait 
to take away the life of Chrift, and very often was 
it the cafe of the apoftle Pau/, that he was indan- 
ger of his life, through the lying in wait of the 
Jews; fo Satan makes ufe of cunning devices, ftra- 
tagems and wiles, to ruin the fouls of God’s peo- 
ple, if poffible ; and falfe teachers lie in wait to de- 
ceive them. The emphatis lies upon the word /ou/, 
which is fo precious, and the redemption of which 
has coft fo much, even the blood of Chrift. Zhe 
mighty are gathered againft me or, dwell by me; fee 
Pal. \vi. 6. around his houfe, the foldiers that Sau? 
fent;.and fuch were the enemies of Chrift, P/a/. 
Ixix. 4, the chief priefts, fcribes and elders, men 
of great authority and influence among the people ; 
the kings of the earth and rulers, Hered and Pon- 
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and people of the 
Jews, As iv. 26,27. yea Satan, and his princi- 
palities and, powers; and who are alfo thofe againft 
whom the faints wreftle, and would be too mighty 
for them, were it not that God, and Chrift, and the 
holy Spirit, and the holy angels, are on their fide. 
Not for my trangreffion, nor for my fin, O Lord ; 
as the caufe of fuch ufage and treatment. David 
was not without original fin, in which he was con- 
ceived and born ; nor without inward corruptions, 
of which he often complained ; nor without aétual 
tranfgreffions, and fome very grofs ones, and which 
he owned and confefled, and prayed for the pardon 
of: but in the cafe of Saui, there was no tranfgref- 
fion nor iniquity in him, as he declared to him him- 
felf, and appeals to God for the truth of it, 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 11. P/al. vii. 3,4, 5. One of the words here 
ufed fignifies rebellion™ ; of this he was not guilty ; 
he never entred into any treafonable meafures, nor 
committed any treafonable practices, nor confpired 
againft the life and crown of his fovereign ; in this 
refpeét he was quite clear and innocent. Chrift 


ginal or actual tranfgreffion ; he had no. 
nature, nor committed any in his life; k 


to him; and therefore aariter he met 
men was very cruel and unju 
faints, though they are not tree from fi 
and aétual, yet in the cafe for which they fuffer re- 
proach, and are perfecuted by men, ee 


. 
> 


Pfilix. 13, q 


« 
—— a” Se 


Pflix. ¥.4—6. 


criminal ; they have done nothing to deferve fuch 
ufage; they do not fuffer as evil doers, but as 
Chriftians, 1 Pet. iv. 15, 16. 
¥. 4. They run and prepare themfelves without my 
fault, &c.] Or, without fin in me; or without 
punifhment in them; fo the fame word is rendered, 
1 Sam. xxviii. 10. They run, invan hoftile manner, 
againft me, as the Syriac verfion adds; or like dogs 
up and down, about the city, to find him and kill 
him; fee x. 7, 14. Or this may denote their rea- 
dinefs and {wiftnefs to fhed blood, Prov. i. 16. and 
prepare themfelves with weapons, with inftruments 
of death, as the men did that were fent to kill him ; 
and as the band of men that came with Fudas. to 
take Chrift, prepared. themfelves with {words and 
ftaves. The Targum is, ‘‘ they order or ordain 
«« war;” which they profecuted without any occa- 
fion of it from him, and with impunity in them. 
Wherefore it follows, Awake to help me; or to meet 
me”; fee Gen. xlvi. 29. Exod. iV. 14, 27 with fuc- 
cour and fupplies, and to deliver out of the hands 
of enemies.. The Lord, though he neither flum- 
bers nor fleeps, yet feems to be afleep, when he 
does not arife to help his-people, but duffers the e- 
nemy to prevail; and when he feems to take no:no- 
tice of their cafe, but hides his eyes, and {huts them 
as a man afleep. -Hence the following petition, 
And behold; the diftrefs the pfalmift was in, and 
the wickednefs and malice of his enemies againft 
him. 
¥. 5. Thou therefore, O Lord God of bojts, &c.} 
Of the armies in heaven, the angels, and of all-the 
inhabitants of the earth; who are all under him, 
and at his difpofe, and can do among them and with 
them whatfoever he pleafes. The God of Ifrael; 
of the people of J/rael, literally underftood ; and my- 
{tically of all the ele&t of God, Jews and Gentiles. 
The former epithet is expreffive of his power, this 
of his grace and goodnefs in a covenant-way; and 
both encouraged the pfalmift to addrefs him on the 
following account : Awake to vifit all the heathen; ei- 
ther the wicked J/raelites that rofe up againft David, 
and fought to take away his life, who behaved like 
heathens towards him, and were accounted as fuch 
by him; and the petition is, that God would arife 
and punifh them, every one of them, according: to 
their deferts: or elfe the Gentiles, properly fo call- 
ed, whom he defires the Lord would vifit, either 
in a way of grace, by fending the gofpel to them, 
and taking out of them a people for his name, as 
he did, Aés xv. 14. foreleeing by a fpirit of pro- 
phecy, that the Jews would be rejected for their 
ill ufage of the Meffiah ; fee the note on the title 
of the pfalm: or in a way of punifhment for their 
idolatry and impiety ; and particularly the anti- 
chriftian ftates and powers, called the heathen, and 
Gentiles, and nations of the earth, P/a/. x. 16. 
Rev. xi. 2, 18. may be here meant; whom God 
will vific for their idolatry, blafphemy and blood- 
thed. Be not merciful to any wicked tranfgreffors. 
Selab. that are perfidioufly and abominably wick- 
ed, as Fudas Ifcariot, the Romifh Antichrift. . The 
Targum renders it, princes of a lie; that fpeak lies 
in hypocrify, and are given up to believe a lie, as 
the followers of Antichrift. God is merciful to 
» wicked men and to tranfgrefiors, but not to wicked 
tranfgreflors ; apoftates may be meant, fuch as deal 
perfidioufly and treacheroufly, as the word ° ufed 
. fignifies ; who fin wilfully and knowingly, after 
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they have received the knowledge of the truth; fin 
againft light and evidence, and obftinately and 
wickedly perfift therein; who fin the fin againft the 
holy Ghoft, the fin unto death, which is not to be 
prayed for, 1 Yobn iv. 16. or otherwife, this may 
feem to be contrary to the command and example 
of Chrift, Matt: v.44. Luke xxiii. 34. Of /élab, 
fee the note on Pfal. iii. 2. 

¥.6. They return at evening, &c.] It was at 
evening Sau/ fent meflengers to watch Davia’s houfe, 
that they might take him in the morning ; but 
miffing him, perhaps after a fruitlefs fearch for him 
all the day, returned at evening to watch his houfe 
again; or they might come, and go and return the 
firft evening. So it was night when Judas fet out 
from Bethany, to go to the chief priefts at Feru/2- 
lem, to covenant with them, and betray his Mafter ; 
and it was.in the night he did betray him, after he 
had eat the paffover at evening with him. Or, /e¢ 
them return’, asin ¥. 14. with fhame and confu- 
fion, as David's enemies, when they found nothing 
but an image in the bed, which they reported to 
Saul ; and as Fudas returned to the chief priefts 
with confufion and horror, Or, they /hall return 4; 
which being prophetically faid, had its‘accomplifh- 
ment, both in the enemies of David and of Chrift ; 
and will be true of all the wicked, who will return 
from their graves and live again, and give an ac- 
count of themfelves at the evening of the day of 
the Lord, which is a thoufand years ; in the morn- 
ing of which day, the dead in Chrift will rife, bur 
the reft will not rife till they are ended. They make 
a noife like a dog 3 which is a very noify creature, 
and efpecially fome of them, which are always yelp- 
ing and barking; tho’ indeed there are fome that 
are naturally dumb and cannot bark: fuch there 
are in the Weft Indies, as we are told? ; and to 
which the allufion is in J/a. lvi. 10. and which may 
ferve to illuftrate the paflage there: but thofe’ re- 
ferred to here are of another kind; and this noife 
of theirs either refpects their bark in the night, as 
fome dogs do continually, as d4ben Ezra and Kim- 
chi; or to their howling, as the Syriac and Arabic 
verfions, Wicked men are compared to dogs, 
Matt. vii. 6. Rev, xxii. 15. and particularly the e- 
nemies of Chrift, P/al. xxii. 16, 20. in allufion ei- 
ther to hunting dogs, who make a noife all the 
while they are purfuing afterthe game; or hungry 
ravenous ones, who make a noife for want of food ; 
and this character agrees not only with the Roman 
foldiers, who were Gentiles, and whom the Jews 
ufed. to call by this name, Matt. xv. 26. but the 
Jews alfo, even their principal men, as well as the 
dregs of the people, who were concerned in the 
death of Chrift,; and may be truly faid to make a 
noife like dogs, when they cried, Away with this 
man, and releafe unto us Barabbas, crucify him, 
crucify him ; for which they were inftant and prefs- 
ing with loud voices, and their voices prevailed, 
Luke xxiii. 18, 21,23. And go round about the 
city; as Saul’s meflengers very probably, when 
they found David had made his efcape from his 


houfe, fearched the city round in queft of him; 


and there was much going about the city of Feru- 
falem, at the time of our Lord’s apprehenfion, trial 


.and condemnation ; after he was taken in the gar- 


den, they went with him firft to Axnas’s houle, 
then to Caiapbas’s, then to Pilate’s, and then to 
Herod’s, and back again to Pilate’s, and from 

thence 


© 9193 perfide agentibus, Junius 
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thence out of the city to Gelgotha. The allufion is 
{till to dogs, who go thro’ a city barking * at per- 
fons, or in queft of what they can get ; fo informers 
and accufers may be called city-dogs, as fome fort 
of orators are by Demo/tbenes *. 

y. 7. Bebold, they belch out with their mouth, 
&c.} Bark like dogs, fo Aben Ezra; or bubble 
out", as a fountain bubbles out with water; fo 
they caft out their wickednefs in great abundance; 
fee Fer. vi. 7. the phrafe denotes the abundance 
of evil things, and wicked fpeeches that came out 
of their mouths, which fhewed the naughtinefs of 
their hearts; fo David’s enemies bluftered and 
threatned what they would do to him could they 
find him; and Chrift’s enemies poured out their 
wicked charges of blafphemy and fedition againft 
him, in great plenty, and without proof. Swords 
are in their lips, the words of their lips were like 
fharp fwords; fee P/a/.lv. 24. and lvii. 4. threat- 
ning the moft fevere and-cruel things: or, befides 
their lips, and what they belched out with their 
mouths, they took {words in their hands in a literal 
fenfe ; as Saul’s meflengers did to kill David, and 
as ¥udas and his band of men, who came to take 
Chrift as a thief, with fwords and ftaves, Matth. 
xxvi, 55. For who, fay they, doth bear? what 
they uttered with their mouths and lips, in a bluf- 
tering’ and threatning manner; though they were 
overheard by men,whocarried what they faid and de- 
figned to do, to Michal, David’s wife. The meaning 
may be, they would fay what they pleafed, and did 
not care who heard them, having nothing to fear 
from any, they having their orders from the king ; 
fee Pal, xii. 4. and fo the Targum, * behold they 
*¢ belch out with their mouths words which are 
“* fharp as fwords, and with their lips faying, We 
*¢ fhall prevail; for who is he that hears, and can 
“© punifh ?” Aben Ezra’s note is, * they thought 
s¢ that God did not hear their counfels ;”? and 
therefore the next words are in direét oppofition to 
them; but fo to think is monftrous ftupidity and 
brutithnefs, P/al. xciv. 49. fome take the words 
to be the words of David, complaining that the 
civil magiftrate, none of the judges, took notice 
of, or punifhed fuch who-belched out their lies 
and calumnies againft him, faying, For who doth 
bear 2? no man. 

x. 8. But thou; O Lord, shalt laugh at them, 
&c.] Difappoint their counfels, hinder them from 
performing their enterprize; fend them back with 
fhame and confufion, and expofe them to the laugh- 
ter and derifion of others; as Sau/’s meflengers 
were, when inftead of David they found.an image 
in the bed, with a pillow of goat’s hair for its bol- 
fter, 1° Sam. xix. 16. the fame is faid as here with 
refpect to the enemies of Chrift, P/al. it. 4. Thou 
Jhalt have all the heathen in derifion ; either David’s 
enemies,-who, though Jjraelites, yet acted like 
heathens to him, as in y. 5. or the Gentiles that 
were gathered together againft Chrift; P/al. ii. 
1—4. or the Antichriftian {tates and powers, who 
will be triumphed over at the time of their ruin, 
Rev. xviii. 20. and even all the wicked at the laft 
day, Prov. i. 26. 

y¥.9. Becaufe of bis Strength will I wait upon 
thee, &c.| Either becaufe of the ftrength of Sau/, 
who was ftronger than David, he determined to 
wait upon the Lord for falvation and deliverance 
from him; or becaufe of the {trength of the Lord, 
which he expected from him, and therefore would 
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wait upon him for it. The Septuagint and Vulgate 
Latin verfions, and alfo the Cha/dee paraphrale,. 
render the words, my /trength will I keep for thee} 
or with thee. J afcribe all my ftrength unto thee; 
T expect every fupply of it from thee, and putmy 
truft and confidence in thee for it: fo did Chrift as. 
man, and had ftrength from the Lord, according 
to his promife, J/a.1.7, 9. P/al. \xxxix. 21. and 
Ixxxvi. 17. and fo every believer, J/a. xlv. 24. 
and xl. 31. For God is my defence; or my bigh 
refuge ; or high tower s fee Pfal.ix. 9. and xlvi. 7. 
where he was defended and exalted, as is petition= 
ed y. 1. and was fafe and fecure from every e- 
nemy. 

y. 10. The God of my mercy fhall prevent me, 
&c.] Or of my grace, or goodnefs, as the Targum ; 
fee 1 Pet, v. 10. God is gracious in himfelf, and 
he has treafured up a fulnefs of grace in Chrift: he 
is the donor of all the bleffings of grace in the co- 
venant ; and the author of all internal grace in the 
hearts of his people ; and who fupplies them with 
more grace as they want it; and he is the Father of 
all temporal and fpiritual mercies. The cetib, or 
writing, is PION 4is mercy, the keri, or reading, is 
IDM my mercy; grace, or mercy, is the Lord’s; 
itis his own, which he difpofes of as he pleafes ; 
being given and applied, it is the believer’s : all the 
grace and mercy in the heart of God, in his Son, 
and in his covenant, is the faints, which he kee 
for them with Chrift for evermore ; the God of my 
mercy, Or grace, is the fame with my merciful, or 
my gracious Ged; who prevents his people, as he 
does the Mefliah, with the bleffings of his good- 
nefs, Pfal xxi. 3. It may be rendered, hath pre- 


vented mes; and denote the antiquity of his love, — 


being before his peoples to him, and the early pro- 
vifions of his grace and mercy for them: or doth 
prevent me; exprefling the freenefs of it; he not 
waiting for any duties, fervices, or conditions to 
be performed, but beftows his grace and mercy, 
notwithftanding much unworthinefs : or ball pre- 
vent me; defigning the feafonable and timely ap- 
plication of mercy preventing his fears, as it fome- 
times does the prayers of his people, J/a. lxv. 
24. God fhall let me fee my defire upon mine ene- 
mies ; exprefied in the following verfes, ¥. 1115. 
or vengeance upon them ; as the Targum paraphrafes 
it; fee P/al. lviii. 10. 

y. it. Slay thou not, &c.] Though they de- 
ferved to be flain, and the Lord feemed as if he 
was about to flay them, who was able to do it; he 
feemed to be whetting his glittering fword, and 


his hand to take hold of vengeance ready to exe- - 


cute it; wherefore interceffion is made to fpare 
them, which agrees with Chrift’s petition on the 
crofs, Luke xxiii. 34. The Targum adds, imme- 
diately ; flay them not directly, and at once; give 
them {pace for repentance ; and fo the Jews had > 
for it was forty years after the death of Chrift ere 
their deftruction was: or the meaning may be, flay” 
them not utterly ; deftroy them not totally: and 
fo it was; for though multitudes were flain durir 
the fiege of Ferufalem, and at the taking of 

yet they were not all flain: there were many car- 
ried captive, and fent into different parts of the 
world, whofe pofterity continue to this day. The 
reafon of this petition is, Left my people fe 
Syriac verfion renders it, left they foould forget my 
people 3 or my people fhould be forgotten. David's 
people, the Jews by birth and religion, though 
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not as yet his fubjects, unlefs in defignation and | either any more in the land of ‘the living ; be utter= 
appointment; and Chrift’s people according to the | ly extinét, having no being in this world, Fer. 
fleth :_ now if thefe had all been flain at once, they | xxxi. 15. Or that they might not be in the glory 
had been forgotten, like dead men out of mind: | and grandeur, in the honour, dignity and felicity 
or Chrift’s fpecial and peculiar people; his chofen, | they once were in; which beft fuits the prefent ftate 
redeemed, and called ones, who truly believe in| of the Jews ; and this fenfe better agrees with what 
him, and-are real Chriftians; and then the fenfe is, | follows. ad let them know that God ruleth in Fa- 
if full vengeance had been taken of the Jews at | cob, unto the ends of the earth. Selab. this is to bé 
once, and they had been cut off root and branch, | underftood of the Meffiah, who is God over all, 
fo that none of them remained, Chrift’s people | blefied forever, and is the ruler in J/rael, King of 
would have forgot them, and the vengeance in- | faints; reigns over the houfe of ¥acod, in his church, 
flicted on them for their rejection of the Meffiah ; | and among his people, wherever they are;» even to 
but now they are a continued and lafting inftance | the ends of the earth, where he has had, or will 
of God’s wrath and difpleafure on that account, | have fome that are fubjeét to him: for his domi- 
and they and their cafe cannot be forgotten. The | nion will be from fea to fea, and from the river to 
Arabic verfion renders it, Jeff my people forget the | the ends of the earth, Pfal. lxxii. 8. and this his 
Jaw 5 its precepts and fanction, its rewards and pu- | government is known to men good and bad, by 
nifhments. Scatter them. by thy power; or let them | the judgments which he executeth ; and particular- 
wander up and down like fugitives and vagabonds | ly it is apparent, that he is made Lord and Chrift, 
in the earth, as Cain did, and as the Jews.now do, | and that he is come in his kingdom, and with 
being difperfed in the feveral parts of the world; | power, by the vengeance taken on the Jewith na- 
and which was done by the power of God, or thro’ | tion. 
the kingdom of God coming with power uponthat| y. 14: 4nd at evening let them return, &c.] 
people, Mark ix. 1. or by thine army*; the Roman | What in #, 6. is related as matter of fact, is here, 
army, which was the Lord’s, being permitted by | and in the following claufes, expreffed by way of 
him to come againft them, and being made ufe of | imprecation; and what is there taken notice of as 
as an inftrument to deftroy and featter them, Matz. | their fin, is here wifhed for as their punifhment ; 
xxii. 7. And bring them down; from their excel- | unlefs it can be thought that this fhould refer to the 
lency, greatnefs, riches and honour, into a low, | converfion and return of the Jews in the evening of 
bafe, mean and poor eftate. and condition, in | the world, and to their humiliation and mourning 
which the Jews now are. O Lord, our field; the | for piercing Chrift, and to their very diftreffed and 
protector and defender of his people, whilft he is | uncomfortable condition they. will be in, until they 
the deftroyer and fcatterer of their enemies. nave fatisfaction that their fins are forgiven them 5 
y. 12. For the fin of their mouth, and the words | {ee the note on ¥. 6. 
of their lips, &c,] The words may be read asone| y. 15. Let them-wander up and down for meat, 
propofition, the words of their lips are the fin of their | &c.} Like hungry dogs. dud grudge if they be 
mouth”; they {peak nothing but evil 3 whatever,| sof fatisfed ,; or murmur and howl as dogs when 
they fay is fin; out of the abundance of their evil.| hungry, and can find nothing to eat: or whes 
Hearts their mouths fpeak : or for the fin of their.) they: fhall not be fatisfied, and foall. lodge* ; when 
mouth and lips; becaufe of the calumnies caft.by | they fhall get nothing to, fatisfy their hungry ap- 
them on the Meffiah, traducing him as a. finful.| petite, and fhall go to bed ‘without a fupper;. and 
man, a blafphemer, ‘a feditious perfon, and. even} lie all night without food, . The Targum is, “they 
asone that had familiarity with the devil... Let|,‘* fhall wander. about to feize the prey.to.eat, and 
them even be taken in their pride; in their city and | “ will not reft till they are fatisfied, and will’lie:all 
temple, of which. they boafted, and prided them- | “* night;”, that is, in queft of prey.o) « 
felves in; and fo they were: orfor their pridein |, y. 16, But I will jing of thy power, &c.) vIn 
rejecting the Meffiah, becaufe of his mean defcent |/creating all.things out of nothing ; in upholdingyall 
and parentage, and becaufe his kingdom was not.| things in being ; in the redemption of his peoples 
with outward pomp and obfervation ; and being.| in their converfion and vocation; in the prefervas 
vain boafters of their carnal privileges, and works.| tion of them ‘to eternal happinefs:; in the perform- 
of righteoufnefs, they refufed to fubmit to the| ance, of his promifes to; them; in the: deftruc- 
righteoufhefs of God, and were neither fubject to. tion) of . their. enemies:; sand in» their protec- 
the law of God, nor to. the gofpel of Chrift. 4nd.) tions, Yea, J will fing aloud of thy: mercy in 
for curfing and lying which, they fpeak; for curfing | the morning, of providential mercies, which are 
the Meffiah, pronouncing him accurfed, and treat- | new every morning; .and of. fpecial mercy’ in 
ing him, as fuch, by hanging him on a tree 5 and} the heart of God, in the covenant of his: grace, in 
for lying againft him, faying, that he was a Sama- | redemption, in regeneration, -in'the pardon of ‘fin, 
titan, and had a devil, and caft out devils by Bee/-| and in eternal life and falvation. . For thou baft-been 
zebub and that he was a deceiver of the people, |'my.defence; asin y.. 9.-fee the note there... And 
and..a wicked-.man + for thefe things they, were | refuge.in the day of my trouble , whither he: fled, 
taken in their befieged city, as is here imprecated, .| and found protection and fafety; fee the note on 
y¥. 13. Confume them in wrath, confume them,)| Pfal. ix. 9. yodsin ane, @ 
&c.] The repetition. of the requeft fhews the ar-|)  y..17.. Unto thee, O my ftrength, will I fing, 
dour and vehemency of the mind of the petition- | &c.] That is, to God, whom he made his ftrength, 
ér, and the importunity in which he ‘put up the | and’ put his truft in for ftrength,. and from whom 
petition ; and. fuggefts, that the perfons defigned | he received it and he therefore determined to fing 
were guilty of very great fins, deferving of the |'praife to him for it, and give-him the glory of it. 
wrath of God, and which came upon them to the For God is my defence 5 as before in ¥.9,16.° And 
uttermoft, 1 The/f- ii. 16... That they may not. be 5 ‘the God, of. my mercy; fee the note on ¥. 10.) 


«M2 exercitu tuo, Michaelis, Vatablu. ~  «¥ So Gejerus, Schmidt. © 2999997 nec fatiati cubabunt, 
Tigutine'verfion ; famelici pernoctabunt, Michaelis, 


Vou. MENG 23,0, wt mand * su 2 PSALM 


+18 


PSALMS. 


Pfilx. #26 


PSALM Lx. 


To the chief mufician, upoh Shufhanh Eduth, Michtam of David, to teach, when he ftrove with -» 
Aram Naharaim, and with Aram Zobah, when Joab returned, and {mote of Edom in the valley 


of Salt, twelve thoufand. 


HE words Shufban Eduth ate thought, by 

Aben Ezra, to be the beginning of a fong, 

to the tune of which this pfalm was fet; though 

others, as he obferves, take them fo be the name 

of a muftcal inftrument, on which it was fung. 

Some take Shufban to be an inftrument of fix 

chords, an hexachord; and Eduth, which figni- 

‘fies a teftimony, to be the title of the pfalm, it 
being a teftimony, or lafting memorial of the vic- 

tory obtained over the Syrians and Edomites ; tho’ 

rather they may be confidered as exprteffing the fub- 

ject-matter of the pfalm ; and fo the Targum inter- 
prets them, ‘ concerning the antient teftimony of 

«« the fons of Facob and Laban,” referring to Gen. 

xxxi. 47. they may be rendered, as they are by 

fome, concerning the lily of the teftimony*; and be 
applied to the gofpel, the teftimony of our Lord 

Jefus, the pure, lily-white, and unblemithed tef- 

timony it bears to him, his perfon, office, and 

grace; and particularly to falvation as alone in 

him, and to which witnefs is borne in this pfalm, 

y. 11, 12. The pfalm is a Michtam, or golden 

plalm of David, and its ufe is to teach, It is of 
the inftructive kind, and teaches where help and 

falvation are to be expected; fee Col. iii. 16. it was 
written when David frove, or fought with dram 
Nabaraim, the Syrians of Mefopotamia, which lay 

between the two rivers, Zygris and Euphrates, from 

whence is the name 3 hence the Sep/aagint render it 

Mefopotamia of Syria; and the Targum is, “ he 
“< made war with dram, whichis by Euphrates ;’” 
and at the fame time David alfo fought with Aram 
Zobab, or the Syrians of Zobab, as they are called 

in 2 Sam. x. 6. with Fofephus*, Zobab is the fame 

with Sopbene ; but wrongly, as is thought by learn- 

ed men‘: for though this is a name which fome 

part of Syria goes by in Mela*; and Ptolemy * 
makes mention of a place of this name; yet that 
“was beyond Expbrates, and in Armenia ; whereas 
this mutt be nearer the land of J/rael ; for it is faid f 

that 4ram Zobab is the country of Syria, which Da- 

vid fubdued, and joined to the land of Jfrae?; con- 

cerning which the Jews fo often fay, that in fome 
things it was the fame with it: according to Hille- 
rus *, itisthe fame country which the Arabians call 

Kinnofrina, the chief city of which is Haleb, or 

Aleppo; and R. Benjamin Tudelenfis*, making 

mention of Haleb, fays, this is Aram Zobab, More- 

over, this pfalm was written when Foab returned, 

and {mote of Edom, in the valley of falt, twelve thou- 

fand ;, the valley of fait was near the dead fea, and 
upon the borders of Jdumea ; the battle fought here 

by Yoab was either the fame with the former, or dif- 

ferent from it, at or about the fame time; and ac- 

counts feemingly different from this are given in 

2 Sam. viii. 13. 1 Chron. xviii. 12. in the firlt of 

thefe the number is faid to be eighteen thoufand 

Syrians, and the victory is afcribed to David ; and in 


the latter the fame number as there, but faid to be 


Edomites, as here, and the flaughter  afcribed to 
Abifoai, The note of R. Abendana’, for the re- 


é Vid. Hudfon. Not. in ibid, 
f Gloff in T. Bab. Cetubot, fol, 25. 1. 
Yophi in loc, 
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conciling of this, is worth tranfcribing: * Our 


‘Rabbins of blefled memory fay there were twe 


battles; that bi/bai, the fon of Zeruiab, flew 
eighteen thoufand, and after that Yoab came and 
fmote of them twelve thoufand; and this is what 
is faid ; and Foab returned, &c. the-fenfe is, he 
returned after Adifbai : and in the book of Samuel 
the battle is afcribed to David, becaufe he was the 
root or chief (é. ¢, under whom Foab and Abifhai 
fought) but R. David Kimchi writes, that there 
were between them all eighteen thoufand only; 
that Abi/bai began the battle, and fmote of them 
fix thoufand, and after that, Yoad returned, and 
{mote of them twelve thoufand; but of a truth the 
wife R. Foe? Ben Sueb gives the right fenfe of this 
affair, which is this; When David was fighting 
with the Syrians of Nabaraim and Zobab, it was 
told him that Edom was come out to meet him, 
and help the Syrians; and then he veiled himfelf in 
prayer, and faid this pfalm ; and Yoab turned from 
the army, and went to meet the Edomites, that 
they might not pafs over to help the Syrians, and 
join them, and he fmote of them twelve thoufand s 


}and David was left fighting with the Syrians of 


Nabaraim and Zobah, and fubdued them under 
him, and he turned to help Foab; and Abifbai, the 
fon of Zeruiah was over the army, and he {mote 
of them eighteen thoufand, and they were in ali 
thirty thoufand, according to our Rabbins of blefs- 
ed memory; amd the text in 2 Sam. vill. 13. 
fhould be inverted’ and explained thus; “* when 


‘* he returned from fmiting the Syrians, he got . 


«¢ him in the valley of falta name; for his fame 
“‘ went abroad, becaufe he fmote there eighteen 
‘© thoufand, and ‘this was in Edom.’? The Tar- 
gum very wrongly renders it, ‘* and there fell of 
“¢ the armies of David and Foad twelve thoufand.”” 
The title of this pfalm, in the Syriac verfion, is, 
** which David gave out, faying, if I fhould come. 
‘6 into the hands of Sau/, I thall perifh; and he. 
“ fled, and thofe that were with him: but to us it 
“¢ declares the converfion of the Gentiles, and the 
“¢ rejection of the Jews.” ‘The former part of 
which is quite foreign; but the latter feems to be 
tight; for reference is had to both in this pfalm, 
and to Chrift, the banner difplayed, or enfign lift 
up, and to his dominion over Jews and Gentiles 
in the latter day, and to that falvation which is 
alene in him, Reet ie vor 


y¥.1. O God, thou haft caft us off, 8 
is faid in this verfe, and the two following, are 
fome applied to times paft ; to the diftrefs of | 
people of J/rael by their neighbours in the times ¢ 
the judges; to their being fmitten by the Pdilifines, 
in the times of Zi and Samuel ; and to the victory 
they obtained over them, when Sau/ ‘and his fons 


cae 


were flain; and to the civil wars between the houfe 
of Saul and David but rather the whole belon s. 


“cal 


to future times, which David, by a prophetic fpi- 
rit, was led to on the occafion of the vittory ob- 


tained, 


© Geograph. Ll. 5. ¢. 43. 
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tained, when before this the nation had been in bad 
eircumftances. This refers to the cafting off of 
the Jews as 4 church and nation, when they had 
rejected the Meffiah and killed him, perfecuted his 
apoitles, and defpifed his gofpel; of which fee 
Rom, xi.15, 19—~21. Thou haft feattered us 5 as 
they were by the Romans among the feveral na- 
tions of the world, and among whom they are dif- 
perfed to this. day; or thou bast broken us*, -as in 
Pfal.\xxx. 12. not only the walls of their city were 
broken by the battering rams of the Romans, but 
their commonwealth, their civil ftate were broke 
to pieces by them. ‘Yarchi applies this to the Ro- 
mans: his note is this; ‘* when Edom fell by his 
*¢ hand (Davia’s) he forefaw, by the holy Ghoft, 
s¢ that the Romans would rule over J/rae/, and de- 
“<< cree hard decrees concerning them.”? Thou bajft 
been difpleafed, not only with their immorality 
and profanenefs, with their hypocrify and infince- 
rity, with their will-worfhip and fuperftition,. and 
the obfervance of the traditions of their elders ; but 
alfo with their rejection of the Meffiah, and con- 
tempt of his golpel and ordinances. O ¢urn thy 
felf tous again which prayer will be made by 
them, when they fhall become fenfible of their fins, 
and of their ftate and condition, and fhall turn un- 
to the Lord; and when he will turn himfelf to 
them, and turn away iniquity from them, and all 
Ifrael fhall be faved, Rom. xi. 25, 26. or thou wilt 
return unto us'; who before were caft off, broken, 
and he was difpleafed with ; or others to us. 

¥. 2. Thou baft made the earth to tremble; thou 
baft broken it, &c.]. As is frequently done by an 
earthquake; which, whatever natural caufes there 
may be of it, is always to be afcribed to God. The 
ancient heathens ™ were of opinion, that all earth- 
quakes were of God. This refpects not the whole 
earth, but the land of J/rael only ; and fo the Tar- 
gum, © thou haft moved the land of J/rae/, thou 
«< haft fhaken and rent it ;” and it does not defign 
a natural earthquake in it, but a figurative one ; a 
fhaking and rending of their civil and church- 
ftate ; fee Heb. xii. 26, 27. Heal the breaches 
thereof; for it foaketh, which will be done in the 
Jatter day, when they fhall return into their own 
land, and be reftored as at the beginning, J/a. 
XXX, 30. | 
¥. 3. Thou haft foewed thy people hard things, 
&c.] As to have their city and temple burnt, 
multitudes of them flain, and the reft carried cap- 
tive, and put into the hands of cruel lords and 
hard mafters, and made a proverb, ataunt, anda 
curfe in all places; and all this done to a people 
that were the Lord’s by profeffion, who called 
themfelves fo, though now a /o-ammi ; and _thefe 
were hard things to fiefh and’ blood, yet no other 
than what they deferved. Thou haft made us to 
drink the wine of aftonifbment ; or of trembling", Ua. 
li. 17. that is, to endure fuch troubles as made 
them tremble, and aftonifhed and ftupified them ; 
took away their fenfes, and made them unfit for 
any thing, being fmitten with madnefs, blindnefs, 
and aftonifhment of heart, as is threatened them, 
Deut, xxviii. 28. fee Rom. xi. 7, 8. 

y¥. 4. Thou baft given a banner, &c.) The 
word pj is, by Zarchi, taken to fignify temptation or 
trial° ; and he interprets it of many troubles which 
they had, that they might be tried by them, whe- 
ther they would ftand in the fear of God, and fo 
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719 
confiders thefe words a8 a cohtinuation of the ac- 
count of the diftreffes of the people of J/rael; but 
they are rather to be confidered as declaring a pecu- 
liar bleffing and favour beftowed upon fome among 
them, who are here defcribed, when the reft were 
involved in the greateft calamities, fignified by a 
banner or enfign given them ; by which is meant, 
not fo much David literally, and the victory he ob- 
tained over the Syrians and Edomites, of which the 
banner difplayed might bea token; but the Meffiah, 
who is faid to be given for a banner, or fet up as an 
enfign for the people, J/a. xi. 10. for the gathering 
of them to him, to prepare them for war, and ani- 
mate them to fight the good fight of faith, and op- 
pofe every enemy; to direct where they fhould 
ftand to be on duty, where they fhould go, and 
whom they fhould follow ; and is expreffive of the 
victory over fin, Satan, and the world, they have 
through him: and this is given to them that fear 
thee; who have the grace of fear put into their 
hearts ; who fear the Lord and his goodnefs, and 
ferve him with reverence and godly feat ; who 
worfhip him both inwardly and outwardly, in fpirit 
and in truth, whether among Jews or Gentiles; 
though the former may be chiefly intended; fuch 
as Old Simeon, Anna the prophetefs, and others, to 
whom Chrift was made known ; and efpecially the 
apottles of Chrift, and thofe to whom their minif- 
try became ufeful; whole bufinefs it was to difplay 
this banner, fet up this enfign, and hold out this 
flag ; as it follows: That it may be difplayed be- 
caufe of the truth. Selah. not becaufe of the truth 
of Abraham, as the Targum; nor becaufe of the 
truth, fincerity and uprightnefs of thofe that fear 
the Lord; but becaufe of his own truth and faith- 
fulnefs in the performance of his promifes made 
concerning the difplaying of this banner; or the 
fending ot his Son into the world, and the preach= 
ing of his gofpel init; fee Rom, xv. 8. 

¥. 5. That thy beloved may be delivered, &c.] 
Some think that thefe words exprefs the effeé or. 
end of the banner being difplayed ; but becaufe of 
the word Se/ab at the end of the preceding verfe, 
which makes fo full a {top ; rather they are to be 
confidered in conftruction with the following claufe. 
By the Lord’s defoved ones are meant, not fo 
much the people of J/rael, who were loved and © 
chofen by: the Lord above all people on the face of 
the earth ; as the elect of God, both among Jews 
and Gentiles, who are the chofen of God, and 
precious, and are loved of him with a free, fove- 
reign, everlafting and unchangeable love ; thefe 
are the beloved of Father, Son, and Spirit; who 
falling into.a ftate of condemnation and death in 
Adam, and being under the power of fin, and in- 
volved in the guilt and filth of it, and being fallen 
into the hands of many enemies, fin, Satan, and 
the world ; ftood in need of deliverance out of ‘all 
this, which they could not work out of themfelves, 
nor any creature for them; wherefore, that they 
might be delivered, the following requeft is made. 
Save with thy right band; from fin, the caufe of 
damnation; from the law, which threatens with 
condemnation and death; from Satan, that would 
devour and deftroy ; and from all their enemies ; 
from wrath to come, from hell and the fecond 


death ; or from going down to the pit of corrup- 


tion. ‘The perfons for whom this petition is put 
up are not only David himfelf; but all the belov- 
ed 
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ed ones; and thefe God has appointed unto falva- 
tion; Chrift is the Saviour of them, and to them 
falvation is. applied in due time by the Spirit, and 
in a little while they will be in the full poffeffion of 
it: and this is wrought out by the right band of 
the Lord; either by his mighty power, the faving 
ftrength of his right hand, who is mighty to fave ; 
or by his Son, the man of his right hand, made 
ftrong for himfelf, who is able to fave to the ut- 
termoft ; and by whom God has determined to 
fave, and does fave all his people: or the words 
may be rendered, fave thy right band, thy Benja- 
mins, who are as near and dear to thee as thy 
right hand, being his myftical felf, to whom fal- 
vation is brought by him, Ja. Ixiii.1, 5. And 
bear me; in fo doing, he fuggefts he would hear 
and anfwer him; his prayers would be ended and 
accomplifhed ; this being the fum of them, his 
own falvation, and the falvation of the Lord’s be- 
loved ones. The cetib, or writing of this claufe is, 
bear us , the keri, or reading of it is, bear me. 
¥. 6. God hath f{poken in bis holinefs, &c.] Or 
in his holy place? in heaven, the habitation of his 
holinefs and of his glory ; or zu the houfe of the 
fanéiuary, as the Targum ; in the tabernacle, in 
the holy place by Urim and Thummim, and in the 
moft holy place by his facred oracle, from between 
the mercy-feat: or by bis boly ones, as the Arabic 
verfion; by his holy prophets, Samuel and Nathan, 
by whom he fpoke to David concerning the king- 
dom ; and by his holy Spirit dictating this pfalm, 
and the reft unto him; and by his Son, his holy 
One, by whom. he has fpoken in thefe laft times 
unto his people, to which this pfalm has reference : 
or it may be underftood of the perfection of his 
holinefs in which he has fpoken, and by which he 
has {wore ; not only to David literally, concerning 
the extent of his dominion, the perpetuity and fta- 
bility of it; but to David’s fon and antitype, the 
Meffiah, concerning his feed, poffeffion, and in- 
heritance, P/fal. Ixxxix. 19, 20, 35, 36. andii. 8, 
g. I will rejoice ; at the holinefs of the Lord, which 
is matter of joy to the faints, efpecially as that is 
difplayed and glorified in falvation by Chrift, P/a/. 
Xcvii. 12. and at what he faid in his holinefs to 
David, concerning his temporal kingdom, and 
the duration of it; becaufe he knew that what he 
faid he would perform ; and at what was f{poken to 
him by the Meffiah, in council and covenant, con- 
cerning his feeing his feed, and prolonging his days; 
which was the joy fet before him, which carried 
him through his forrows and fufferings, Hed. xii, 
2. wherefore he believed his kingdom fhould be 
enlarged, both among Jews .and Gentiles, ‘as fol- 
lows. I will divide Shechem; a city in mount E- 
phraim, Joh. xx. 7. and fo was in the hands of 
Ifpbofoeth the fon of Saul; as the valley of Succoth,Gi- 
lead, Ephraim and Manafeb after mentioned, and 
all the tribes of Z/rael were, but Fudab, 2 Sam. ii. 
4, 9. but becaufe of God’s promife, David believ- 
ed that they would be all in his poffeffion ; fignified 
-by dividing, as a land ‘is divided for an inheritance 
when conquered, Fo/b. xii. 7. or this is faid in 
allufion to the dividing’ of fpoils in a conquered 
place; and fo the Zargum, * I will divide the 
**¢ prey with the children of Fofepb, that dwell in 
‘*_Shechem;” and as Shechem was the fame with 
Sychar, near to which our Lord met with the Sa- 
maritan woman, and converted ‘her, and many 
others of that place, then might he be faid to 


Py Twn 


Vatablus, 


among them, to Chrift and his church, , J/a, 


divide the fpoils there; fobm iv. 5, 29,°415. 426 
And mete out the valley of Succoth; witha meafuring 
line, fo taking poffeffion of it; 2 Sam. viii. 2. Zech. it. 
1—4. Succoth was near to Shechem, “Gen. xxxill. 
17, 18. and was in the tribe of Gad, and in.a val- 
ley, Fob. xiii. 27. there was.a Succoth in the plain 
of ‘fordan, 1 Kings vii. 46. it. fignifies, booths, 
tents, or tabernacles, and may myitically fignify 
the churches of Chrift, wherein he dwells and ex~ 
ercifes his dominion. eax Wate 
y¥. 7. Gilead is mine, &c.] This is: particularly 
mentioned, becaufeover»this Abner. made. J/bbo~ 
Joeth king, 2 Sam. ii. 9. and is the place, to, which 
the Jews fhall be brought in the latter day, whem 
converted, Zech. x. 10. It was a country that a- 
bounded with paftures fit for feeding cattle, um. 
XXxii. 1. Cant, iv. 1. and may point out thofe green 
paftures, where Chrift makes his flocks to lie down 
and reft. And Manaffeb is mine ; Epbraim alfo is 
the ftrength of mine bead: thefe two were alfo un 
der Saul’s fon when David firft came to the throne, 
but afterwards became his, as was promifed him, 
and he believed, 2 Sam. ii. 9. and v..1-—3.. And 
the concord and harmony of the people of God a-- 
mong themfelves, and under David their Prince, 
the King Meffiah, are ‘fignified by fudab and £- 
phraim being one in the hand of the Lord; and by 
the ceafing’ of the envy of the one, and of the vexa- 
tion of the other, Ezek. xxxvii. 19, 24. Ifa. xi. 13. 
Ephraim. was more numerous and populous than 
Manaffeh, and abounded with mighty men, which. 
are the‘ftrength of a prince, and therefore called 
here the ftrength of shis head. ‘fudah is my law- 
giver; manifeftly referring to Gen. xlix. 10. which 
furnifhed out perfons fit to be counfellors in enaét- 
ing laws, and proper to be employed in the execu- 
tion of them.’ The great Lawgiver is Chrift him- 
felf, who:came of this tribe, J/a. xxxiii-22. All 
this is expreffive of dominion over the whole land 
of Fudea, Epbraim and Manaffeh, with the places 
mentioned with them; the houfe of Fofeph beings 
as Aben Ezra obferves,: in the north: part of it, 
and Fudab in the: fouth. ,Next mention: is made 
of the fubjeétion of .the»Gentiles, and dominion 
over them, ; 1 wh @reeited ssief 
-¥. 8. Moab is my wafb-pot, &c.]. To. wath: hands 


_and feet in: and fo the Syriac verfion, and Moab 


the wafbing of my feet, a-vefl for’ lowiand mean - 
fervice, and fo denotes the fervile fubjeétion of the, 
Moabites to David; fee 2.Sam. viii..2.,and: as the 
words may be rendered, the pot of my wafping "« 
Great numbers of the Moabdites might be at this time 
fervants to the J/raelites, and to David and his court. 
particularly ; .and might; be employed as the Gi- __ 
beonites were, to be drawers of water to fill thein | 
pots,’ in’ which they wafhed: their hands and feet, 
and their bathing veftéls, in which they bathed them= ~ 
felves : Aben Ezra explains it, ** I will wath their 

<< Jand as a pot ;” and fo may not only fignify the” 
very great fubjection of the Gentiles, even:the os 
23. and Ix. 14. but as Moab was begotten and born 
in uncleannefs, and his pofterity:an, unclean ge 
ration ; it may defign the wafhing, 3 
tifying and juftifying of the Gentiles im 
of Chrift, and by his Spirit, 1 Cor. vis rnvo 
Edom will 1 caft out my fooes asa f S 
ing their land, Rath iv. 7. fo fome : or of fubdu- 
ing them ; putting: thei feet on w. 1¢ fhoe i 
upon the necks of them, Fab. x. 24. So Kimebs 
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interprets it, ‘* the treading of my foot,” to which 
the Targum agrees, paraphrafing it thus ; ** upon 
*¢ the joint of the neck of the mighty men of Edom, 
*« T have caft my fhoe.” It may allude to a cuf- 
tom ‘ in confirming a bargain, or taking poffeffion, 
to pluck off the fhoe in token of it. $437) may be 
rendered my glove; as it is by the Zargum on Ruth 
iv. 7, 8. for as the fhoe inclofes and-binds the foot, 
fo the glove the hand: and the dllufion may be 
thought to be to a cuftom ufed by kihgs, when they 
fat down before any ftrong city to befiege it, to 
throw in a glove into the city; fignifying, they 
would never depart from the city until they had 
took it. Hence the cuftom, which ftill continues, 
of fending a glove toa perfon challenged to fight. 
And indeed the cuftom of cafting a fhoe was ufed 
by the emperor of the 4dyffines, as a fign of domi- 
nion '. Take the phrafe in every light, it fignifies 
victory and power; that he fhould be in Edom as at 
home, and there pluck off his fhoe, and caft it up- 
on him; either to carry it after him, as fome think, 
which was the work of a fervant, to which the Bap- 
tift alludes, Matt. iii. 11. or rather, to clean it for 
him; for as Moad was his wafh-pot, to wafh his 
hands and feet in; Edom was his fhoe-cleaner, to 
wipe off and remove the dirt and duft that was up- 
on them “; all which denotes great fubjeétion: and 
this was fulfilled in David, 2 Sam. viii. 14. and may 
refer to the fpread of the gofpel in the gentile world, 
and the power accompanying that to the fubduing 
of many finhers in it, carried thither by thofe,whofe 
feet were fhod with the preparation of the gofpel of 
peace. Philiftia, triumph thou becaufe of me; {ome 
take this to be an ironical expreffion, like that in 
Eccl. xi. 9. fo R. Mofes in Aben Ezra, and alfo 
Kimchi. Triumph now as thou ufedft to do, or 
if thou canft: but rather they are ferioufly fpoken, 
feeing they had reafon to rejoice and be glad, be- 
caufe they had changed hands and matters for the 
better, being fubjet to David, 2 Sam. viii. 1. with 
this compare P/a/. cviii. 9, and may very well be 
applied to the Gentiles, fubdued and conquered by 
Chrift, who triumph in him s and becaufe delivered 
out of the hands of fin, Satan, and the world, thro’ 
his victorious arms. 

¥.9. Who will bring me into the firong city? &c.} 
Which fome underftand of Rabbah of the Ammon- 
ites, which Foab befieged, and fent to David to 
come and take it in perfon, 2 Chron. xii. 26, 29. 
The Targam interprets it of Tyre, which was a 
ftrong fortified city, Zzek. xxvi. 4, 11. It rather 
feems to be the fame with dom, or the metropolis 
of the Edomites ; fince it follows: Who will lead 
me into Edom ? which was fituated in the clefts of 
the rock, and on the height of the hill, Jer. xlix. 
6. but is myftically to be underftood of the city of 
Rome, the great and mighty city, as it is often called 
in the book of the Revelation, chap. xi. 8. and xvii. 
18. and xviii. 10. whofe deftruction is certain, be- 
ing predicted; and after which there have been de- 
fires raifed in the hearts of God’s people in all ages ; 
and particularly juft before the time, God will put 
it into the hearts of the kings of the earth to burn 
it with fire; who are here perfonated by David, as 
defirous of entring into it in triumph to deftroy it, 
Rev. xvii. 16. , | 

y. 10. Wilt not thou, O God? &c.] This is an 
anfwer to the queftion, and is made by putting an- 
ether, which tacitly contains in it an affirmation, 


_ © Elias in Tihbi, fol. 267. 
Malceis Heb, 1.2. c. 8. Guffet. Ebr, Comment. p. 520. 
tanus, &e. . 
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that God would do it. He has foretold the de- 
{truction of the Romifh Antichrift ; he has faid ir 
fhall be: he is faithful to his purpofes, prediétions 
and promifes; he is able to effect it ; ftrong is the 
Lord that judgeth Babylon, Rev. xviii.10. He 
will put it into the hearts of the kings of the earth 
to hate her ; he will encourage them to reward her 
double; he will give her blood to drink,. becaufe 
fhe is worthy; her deftruétion will be according to 
his righteous judgment, and will -be irretrievable ; 
he will call upon all his people to rejoice at it ; 
whofe fhoutings on this occafion will be like thofe 
of perfons that enter into a conquered. city in tri- 
umph. Which dad caft us off; who feemed in 
former times to have caft off his people, when they 
were killed all the day long; accounted as fheep 
for the flaughter; were flain in great numbers in 
the Let Countries ; burnt here in England; mafia- 
cred in France and Ireland: efpecially God feemed 
to have caft off his people, and to have had no fre- 
gard to his intereft, when Antichrift fo prevailed, 
that all the world wondered after the beaft: And 
thou, O God, which didft not go forth with our ar- 
mies; but fuffered the antichriftian beaft to make 
war with the faints, and to overcome and kill 
them ; and which was the cafe in many pitched 
battles with the Waldenfes and Albigenfes before the 
Reformation; and with the Proteftants in Germany 
fince. But this will not be always the cafe; he 
whofe narhe is the Word of God, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, will fight with the antichriftian 
powers, and overcome them, and make his people 
more than conquerors over them; and his having 
formerly feemed to have caft them off, and not go- 
ing forth with their armies, will ferve as a foil, to 
fet off the glorious and complete victory that will at 
laft be obtained. 

¥.11. Give us help from trouble, &c.] To have 
trouble is the common lot of all men, but efpe- 
cially of the people of God. They have fome trou- 
bles which others have not, arifing from indwell- 
ing fin, Satan’s temptations, and the hidings of 
God’s face ; and as for outward troubles, they have 
generally the greateft fhare of them, which are cer- 
tain to them by the appointment of God, and the 
legacy of Chrift ; tho’ they are needful and for their 
good, and lie in their way to heaven. But per- 
haps here is particularly meant the time of trouble, 
which will be a little before the deftruétion of An- 
tichrift ; which will be great, and none like its will 
be the time of ¥acod’s trouble, tho’ he fhall be faved 
out of it, Fer. xxx. 7. This will be the time of 
the flaying of the witneffes, the hour of temptation, 
that will try the inhabitants of the chriftian world; 
and when the faints, as they do in all their times of : 
trouble, will feek to the Lord for help, in whom it 
is, and who has promifed it, and gives it feafona- 
bly, and which is owing wholly to his own grace 
and goodnefs; and therefore it is afked that he 
would give it. For vain is the help of man; or the 
Salvation of man”; man himfelf is a vain thing ; 
vanity itfelf, yea lighter than vanity ; even man at 
his beft ftate, and the greateft among men; and 
therefore it is a vain thing to expect help and falva- 
tion from men, for indeed there is none in them ; 
only in the Lord God is the falvation of his people, 
both temporal and fpiritual. : 

¥. 12. Through God we fhall do valiantly, &c.} 
Or, through the Word of the Lord, as the Targum , 

Chritt, 

* Vid. Bynzum de 
* COIN Hypwy) falus hominis, V, L. Pagninus, Mon- 
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Chrift, whofe name is the Word of God, appearing 


at the head of his armies, ina vefture dipped in 
blood, and with a fharp {word proceeding out of 
his mouth, will infpire his people to fight valiantly 
under him; and who, in his name and ftrength, 
will get the victory over all their enemies, the beatt, 
falfe prophets and kings of the earth, and all un- 
der them ; fee Rev. xix. 11-—25. For be it is that 
hall tread down our enemies ; as mire in the ftreet, 
or as grapes in a wine-prefs; even kings, captains, 
mighty men, and all the antichriftian nations and 


ftates 5 the beaft, falfe’ prophet, and Satan himéelf, 
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Rev. xix.'15, 18, 19, 20. and xx. 2, 10. and fo 


there will be an end of all the enemies of Chrift and” 
his people; after which they will {pend an endlefs 


eternity together, in joy, peace and pleafure, The 


victory is wholly afcribed to God the Word ; it is 
not, they that fhall do valiantly, that fhall tread — 


down their enemies; but he by whom they halt 
do valiantly, fhall do it; even the mighty in He, 
to whom was promifed, in #den’s garden, the 
bruifing the head of the ferpent, and all enemies, 
Gen. iit, 45. and who has the fame name here as 
thete. uci | i 
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To the chief mufician, upon Neginath, a p/alm of David. 


NEGIN AT H is either the beginning of a fong, 

as Aben Ezra; or the mufical note or tune of 
one: or rather, the name of a mufical inftrument, 
which. was touched by the hand, or with a quill or 
bow. It is the fingular of neginoth, ufed in the 
title of P/al. iv. fee the note there. This pfalm 
was written by David, when.at the end of the earth, 
or land of Yadea, as appears from y. 2. either when 
he was. fighting with the Syrians, as R. Obadiab, 
and fo was compofed about the fame time with the 
former; or when he was in the land of the Pdili/- 
tines, being obliged to fly there from Saul, as Kim- 
chi and others: or rather, after he himfelf was king, 
fince mention is made of the king in it; and when 
he fled from his fon 4b/alom, and pafied over to 
the other fide of Fordan, and came to Mabanaim, 
2 Sam. xvii, 22, 24. where very probably he wrote 
this pfalm. In it refpect is had to the Meffiah, as 
in ¥. 2, 6. tho’ drama thinks it was compofed af- 
ter the prophecy came to Nathan, that David fhould 
not build the temple; fee y."4. 


¥.1. Hear my cry, OGed, &c.|) Being in dif- 
trefs ; and which was vocally expreffed with great 
fervency and importunity.. étend unto my prayer 5 


which was made by him, and not for him ; in- | 


wrought in his heart by the Spirit of God, and put 
up by. him with a true heart and full affurance of 
faith, and: related to his own cafe. in particular. 
Aben Ezra thinks that the former word defigns 
public prayer, vocally and openly. exprefled ; and 
that this intends prayer in the heart, or mental 
prayer :~ both the Lord hears and attends unto, and 
is here requefted ; which is marvellous. grace and 
condelcenfion in him. - 

¥.2.° From the end of the earth will I cry.unto 
thee, &c.} Where he now was, as is obferved on 
the title of the pfalm,; fee the note there: tho’ he 
was diftant from his own houfe, and from the houfe 
of God, he did not reftrain, prayer before him, but 
» continued to cry unto him, and determined to do 
fo; and as the people of God are fometimes forced 


to flee to diftant parts, they have a God ftill to go | 
It 


#0, who is a God afar off) as well as at hand. 
may be the pfalmift may perfonate the church in 
gofpel-times, throughout the whole world, even 
at the further parts of it, im the ifles afar off, where 
mien may and do lift up holy hands to Ged with- 
eut wrath and doubting. When my heart is over- 
whelmed , or covered *; with grief and forrow for 


any trouble, outward or inward, and ready to fink, } a foelt rt 
“Or refuge’, from avenging juftice; a hiding-place — 


and fail and die. Sometimes. the faints are over- 
whelmed with a fenfe of fin, are prefled down with 


* OY quum tegitur, Michaelis, 
gium, Michaelis, 


ally when in diftreffing circumftances ; and he 
| and to' his righteoufnefs for juftification and 


' plies. 


yo 


the weight and burden of its guilt ; their faces are 
covered with fhame and confufion ; and their hearts 
are fwallowed up and overwhelmed with over- 
much forrow, both at the number of their fins, 
and.at the aggravated circumftances of them; and 
efpecially when they are without a view of pardon- 
ing grace and mercy, P/a/.xxxvin. 4, 10. and xl. 
12, Lam. iii. 42, 43. and fometimes they are over- 
whelmed with afflictive. providences; the Lord 
caufes all his waves and billows to go over them, 
and they are juft ready to fink ; and did he not flay 
his hand, and ftop contending with them, the fpi- 
rit would fail before him, and the fouls that he 
has made, P/al. xlii,.6, 7. J/a. lvii..16, and fome- 
times, with divine defertions, which caufe a deli- 
quium of foul, and throw them into fainting fits, 
Cant.v.6. and fometimes thro’ unbelieving frames; 
and did not the Lord appear to them, and ftrengthen 
their faith, and remove their unbelief, they would 
fink and.die away, Pfal. lxxvii. 2, 3,7, 8,9. and 
XXVil. 13. . And at all fuch times it is right to cry 
unto the Lord, and make the following requeft to 
him: Lead. me to, the rock that is higher than I; 
not the land of J/rael, as Kimchi thinks, the pfalmift 


Pf. ixi. ¥V.I-+3, | 


being now in the low lands of the Pdiliffines;, aor ° 


Ferufalem, and the fort and hill of Zion ; he being 
now at the extreme and lower parts of the land ; 
this fenfe is too low. Some think that fome great 
difficulty is meant; which feemed infuperable, and 
like a rock inacceffible, which he could not get up 
to, and upon, and get over; and therefore defires 
the Lord would lead him up it and over it, before 
whom. every rock, mountain and hill, becomes 2 


plain, Zecb. iv. 7. but rather Chrift is meant, the 


rock of J/rael, the rock of our falvation, and our 
refuge. Ele is higher than David, and all the kings 
of the earth ; higher than the angels in heaven, and 
than the heavens themfelves, Hed. vii. 26. and who 
by his height is able to protect and defend his peo~ 
ple from all their enemies; and by the fhade he 
cafts to vefrefh and comfort them ; and by the fuf- 
ficiency in him to fupply all their wants; for he is 
as a rock impregnable, and well ftored, J/a, xxxiii. 
16, and xxxii. 2. And here gracious fouls defire 
to be led by the Spirit of God always, and efpeci 


Fn, ‘ 


anting 
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lead them to his blood for pardon and c 

tance with God, and to his fulnefs for reth fup- 
, 0 per abs. sa 

¥. 3. For thou haft been a foelter_for me, &c.J 


and covert from the ftorms and tempefts of-divihe 
"4 * - . ~ wrath} 


ty MOM afylum, Tigusine verfion, Vatablus; perfugium, Cocceius refal 


‘ 
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tan’s fiery darts, and the blaft of his terrible temp- 


tations, J/a.xxv.4. And a ftrong tower from the 
enemy; from Satan the devouring lion, from fu- 
rious perfecutors, and-every other enemy 5 fee Prov. | 
xviii, 10. and this experience the pfalmift had of 


protection from the rock in former times, made 
him defirous of being led to it now, dl 


¥.4. I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever, &c.] 


Under the protedtion of the Lord, as in a fhepherd’s 
tent, or as in one belonging to a general of an army, 
where are fulnefs and fafety ; fee the note on P/al. 
xxvii. 5. or elfe the tabernacle of the congregation 
is meant ; the houfe of 'God, the place of divine and 
public worfhip, where he defired and determined 
always’to continue, P/a/. xxiii./6. or elfe the taber- 
nacle which was prefigured by that below, where 
he knew he fhould dwell to all, eternity. ~Kimchi, 
by for ever, underftands a long time; and Farchi 
explains it both of this world and of the world to 
come; which is true, underftanding the tabernacle 
of the church below, and the church above. J will 
truft in the covert of thy wings. Selah. or, in or into 
ibe fecret of thy wings *; this he determined to make 
his refuge forthe prefent time, and whilft in this 
world; fee the note on P/a/, lvii. 1. 

¥. 5. For thou, O God, haft beard my vows, &c.] 
Or my prayers, as the Septuagint and other verfions. 
Vows are fo called, becaufe it was ufual to make 
vows in trouble, when. prayer was’ made ‘to the 
Lord for help and deliverance, P/fal, Ixvi. 13, 14. 
and cxxxii. 1, 2. This is a reafon why the pfalmift 
was encouraged to put his truft in the Lord, be- 
caufe his prayers were heard by him ; or he was 
fure they would be, as he had intreated, y. 1. The 
paft is put for the future, as Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech oblerve; and it may be becaufe of the certain- 
ty of his prayers being heard’; «and which may be 
concluded, from the Lord’s declaring himfelf a 
God hearing prayer, from the prevalent mediation 
of Chrift, from the affiftance and interceffion of 
the Spirit, and from the exercife of faith in prayer, 
and the divine promifes; or whilft he was crying 
to God, an anfwer was returned, and he was de- 
livered out of his troubles, J/a.1xv. 24. Dan. ix. 
20, 21, 23. Another reafon follows: Thou bast 
given me the beritage of thofe that fear thy names 
not the land of J/rael, as Aben Ezra and Farchi; 
which was given for an inheritance to the pofterity 
of Abrabam, Pial. cv. 11. and which was never 
more fully in their poffeffion than in the times of 
David: nor the tabernacle or fanétuary of the 
Lord, as Kimchi; where he defired to dwell, y. 4. 
and now had his requeft granted : but the heaven- 
ly glory, the incorruptible inheritance, the inhe- 
ritance of the faints in light,- prefigured by them 
both; which is the gift of God their Father to 
them his children ; comes to them thro’ the death 
of Chrift the teftator ; is not of the law, and the 
works of it; is not acquired nor purchafed : but is 
owing to the free grace of God; to predeftinating 
grace, as the fource of it, to juftifying grace, thro’ 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, as the right unto it ; 
and to regenerating and fanctifying grace, as the 
meetnefs for it. Wherefore it manifeftly belongs 
to thofe that fear the name of the Lord, himfelf, 
his perfections, particularly his goodnefs ; who adore 
and admire, ferve and worfhip him, internally and 
externally ; not with a flavifh fear, but with a fi- 


% SION in abfcondito, Pagiinus, Montanus; in occultum, Junius & Tremellius. _ 


dies fuper dies regis adjicies, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus, &c, 


Cocceius, Michaelis; fo Ainfworth ; vel fedeat, Vatablus, Gejerus, Amama: 
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‘ing with the 
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lial, godly*fear. The Targum renders it, “ Thou 
** haft given an inheritance to them that fear thy 
** name ;” that. in the king’s Bible is, ‘¢ an inhe- 
** ritance in the world to come;” fo the Septuagint, 
Vulgate Latin, and the Oriental verfions ; and which 
fenfe is given by Aben Ezra. It may be underftood 
of them that fear the Lord, being the inheritance 


| itfelf; as they.are of Chrift, David’s fon and an- 


titype, and who is defigned in the next verfe ; fee 
Deut. xxxii,g. Pfal. ii. 8, and xvi. 6: 

+ ¥.6. ‘Thon wilt prolong the king’s life, &c.] ‘Or: 
add days to the days of the king*, Meaning either 
himfelf, who, tho’ his life was in danger by fight« 
ians and Edomites, or rather thro’ 
the confpiracy of his fon; yet was affured that he 
fhould: yet live many years more, and efpecially in 
his ‘pofterity 5 and that his kingdom would be efta- 
blifhed for ever, as was promifed him, 2 Sam. vii. 
12—.16. Or'rather, the King Meffiah, fo the Zar- 


gum; and Kimchi obferves, that if this pfalm re- 


{pects the captivity, the king is the King Meffiah : 
it may be underftood of his life as man; who, tho’ 
he died, rofe again, and lives for evermore ; and 
that, as to the glory of God the Father, fo to the 
eood of his people, for whom he makes intercef- 
fion; and of the continuance of his fpiritual 
feed, in whom he may be {aid to live, and his days 
be prolonged; J/a- lili. 10. and of the duration of 
his kingdom, of which there will be no end. For 
it is an everlafting one, as follows: And his years 
as many generations ; he living, and his pofterity 
and kingdom continuing age after age. The Zar- 


gum is, ** his years as the generations of this world; 


«* and the'generations of the world to come.” ~ 

y. 7. He fhall abide before God for ever, &c.] 
Or fit’; or may he fit. Being raifed from the dead; 
he was received up to heaven, into the prefence of 
God, and fat down at his right hand; where’ he 
abides for ever, a Prieft upon’ his throne, having an 
unchangeable priefthood, Heb. vii.24. And pre- 


pare merty and truth, which may preferve him; 


which, if literally underftood of David, is a prayet 
that the Lord would fhew him favour and kind- 
nefs, and perform his promifes to him, whereby: 
his life would be preferved from the plots and con= 
fpiracies of his enemies, and his kingdom be efta- 
blithed ; or that he might be exalted to’ exercife- 
mercy towards his fubjects, and adminifter juftice, 
or execute the judgment of truth among them; 
which would make for the prefervation of his per- . 
fon, and the fupport of his throne and govern~ 
ment, Prov. xx. 28. But as the words may be ap- 
plied to the Meffiah, they are to be underftood, not 
of the prefervation of his corporal life whilft here . 
on earth; but either of the prefervation of his peo- 
ple, in whom he lives, thro’ the mercy and truth 
of God, -expreffed in the exertion of his power, by 


| which they are preferved unto the heavenly king- 


dom and glory; or of the fecurity of his kingdom, 
which, not being of this world, is not fupported by 
worldly power and policy, but in a fpiricual man- 
ner and by fpiritual means; fuch as mercy, or 
grace and truth; that is, the doctrines of ggace — 
and truth, which came by Chrift, and are preach- 
ed by his minifters, and are the means of continu- 
ing, promoting and preferving his kingdom and 
intereft in the world. Or the words may be ren- 
dered, may mercy and the truth of manna keep thee ; 
the true manna, Chrift; fee Yobm vi. 32. or mercy 

and 


5 = spain 799 1m» Sy mtn? 
6 3W? fedebit, Tigurine verfion, Vatablus, Mafculus, 
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and truth, as the manna, keep thee* ; as that was 
kept in the golden pot, Exod. xvi. 33. or rather, as 
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goodly heritage ; prolonging the king’s life; and 


Pfiixii.¥.1—4. 


preparing mercy and truth to preferve him. That 


that kept and fuftained the J/rae/ites in the wilder- | J may daily perform my vows; which is done by 


nels, 

¥. 8. So will I jing praife unto thy name for e- 
ver, &c.} Or conftantly ; and not only in this 
world, but in that to come, for the favours before 


mentioned; for hearing his prayers; giving him a 


praifing the Lord, giving him the glory of all mer- 
cies, as vowed and promifed; fee P/as.l.14. The 
Targum adds, ‘in the day of the redemption of J 
“¢ rael, and in the day that the King Meffiah fhal& 
‘* be anointed, that he may reign.’* podse 


PSALM LXIL 


To the chief mufician, to Jeduthun, a pfalm of David. 
od 


Oncerning Yeduthun, fee the note on the title 
of pfalm thirty-ninth. Kimchi thinks this 
pialm was written concerning the captivity ;. and 
Farchi AyAin Sp concerning the decrees and judg- 
ments made againf{t J/rael by their enemies ; and fo 
fome of their ancient expofitions“ ; but it feems to 
have been compofed by David when in diftrefs, 
either through Sau/ and his courtiers, or by reafon 
of the confpiracy of bfalom. Theodoret takes it 
to be a prophecy of the perfecution of Axtioshus in 
the times of the Maccabees. 


y.1. Eruly my foul waiteth upon God, &c.] In 
the ufe of means, for anfwers of prayer, for per- 
formance of promifes, and for deliverance from e- 
nemies, and out of every trouble: or is filent‘, as 
the Targum ; not as to prayer, but as to murmur- 
ing; patiently and quietly waiting for falvation un- 
til the Lord’s time come to give it; being /ubjeé to 
him, as the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Arabic and 
Ethiopic verfions ; refigned to his will, and patient 
under his afflicting hand: it denotes a quiet, pa- 
tient waiting on the Lord, and not merely bodily 
exercife in outward ordinances; but an inward 
frame of fpirit, a foul-waiting on the Lord, and 
that in truth and reality, in oppofition to mere 
form and fhew ; and with conftancy waiteth, and 
only’ on him, as the fame particle is rendered in 
y. 26. and fo Aben Ezra hese. From him cometh 
my falvation ; both. temporal, fpiritual and etes- 
nal, and not from any creature; the confideration 
of which makes the mind quiet and eafy under af- 
flictive providences.: the contrivance of everlafting 
falvation is from the Father, the impetration of it 
from the Son, and the application of it from the 
Spirit. 

yx. 2. He only is my rock and my falvation, &c.] 
The rock on which the church is built, and every 
believer ; and which was Davia’s fafety, thelter 
and fhade, and which made him eafy in his prefent 
ftate; and he was the author of his falvation, and 
the rock and ftrength of it, P/al. xcv, 1. He is 
my defence; or refuge; fee Pfal. ix. g. and xlvi. 
7. and lix. 9,17. I Jhall not be greatly moved; 
or with much motion, as Kimchi, or with great mo- 
tions, as ‘farchiz he could not be moved off of the 
rock on which he was built; nor out of the city of 

_refuge, whither he had betook himfelf for fafety ; 
and though he might be troubled in {pirit, and 
fhaken in mind, and ftaggered in his faith, and fall 
from fome degree of ftedfaftnefs of it ; yet not fall 
fo as to be utterly caft down, or finally and totally, 
and fo as to perifh eternally. Aben Ezra interprets 
it, /hall not be moved into the great deep; into the 


aby{s or bottomlefs pit; and fo fome of the assem 


© Vid. Hackman. Precidan, Sacr. tom. 1. p.71- 


Munfter, Cocceius; filens, Montanus, Tigurine-verfion ; fo the Targum, 
© Vid. Jarchi & Yalker Simeoni in loc, 


culus ; tantaummodo, Junius & Tremellias, Schmide, 


4 Vid. Yalkut Simeoni in loc. 


Midraffes expound #7 of hell ®; but much better 
is the Targum, ‘I fhall not be moved in a day of 
“« great affliction ;” fee Adis xx. 23. 1 Theff. 
Ml. 3. 

¥. 3. How long will ye imagine mifchief again# @ 
man? &c.) Againft a good man, as the Targum 5 


or againft any J/raelite, as Kimchi, or rather he ~ 


means himfelf, a fingle man, a weak man, and an 
innocent one; which aggravated their fin, in devif- 
ing his hurt, and contriving ways to take away his 
lite, as did Saul and his courtiers; and Abfalom, 
and thofe that were with him. R. Yonah, from 
the Arabic language, interprets the word here ufed 


of putting, or drawing out the tongue to a great’ 


length; that is, multiplying words, as lies and ca-. 
lumnies, in agreement with the next verfe; but 
Farchi, Aben Ezra, and Kimchi, explain it as we 
do, of devifing mifchief. The Targum is, «* how 
“« long do ye rage againft a goodman?” Ye fall 
be flain all of you this is a further aggravation of 
their folly, fince it would iffue in their own ruin 5 
the mifchief they devifed for him would fall upon 
themfelves. Some underftand this ®¥an 47% dy 
way of prayer; as Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben 
Melech, “© may ye be flain all of you:” there 
is a double reading of thefe words; Ben Nap- 
thali, who is followed by the eaftern Jews, reads 
them actively, ye /hall fay; with which agree the 
Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and all the Oriental 
verfions ; and fo the Targum, ** ye fhall become 
‘¢ murderers all of you.” Ben Afber, who is 


followed by the weftern Jews, reads paffive-- 


ly, as we do, ye fhall be flain; and which is 
approved by ben Ezra, Kimchi, and others. As 
a bowing wall fhall ye be, and as a tottering fence s 
which are eafily and fuddenly pufhed down ; and 
fo thefe fimilies denote the eafy, fudden, and cer- 


tain. deftruétion of thofe men; fee J/a. xxxvi. 13.. 


though fome conneét the words with the men a- 
eainit whom mifchief was imagined by his ene- 
mies, who was like a bowing wall and a tottering 
fence ; and fo are expreffive of his weaknefs, and 
of the eafy deftruction of him ; and read the words, 
ye foall be flain all of you, in a parenthefis ; but the 
former fenfe feems beft. 

¥. 4. They only confult to caft him down from bis 
excellency, &c.| Either from the excellency of 
God, from his greatnefs, and from his height, as 


Kimchi, or from his grace, as the Arabic verfion; _ 


that is, they confulted to difcourage him from 
looking to God, his rock and fortrefs, and from 
trufting in him ; or rather, from his own excellency, 


from that high eftate of dignity and honour he ~ 


was advanced to, or defigned for, namely, his 
kingly office. Saul and his courtiers confulted 
how 
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how to prevent his coming to the throne, and 4)- 
Jalom and Abithopbel how to pull him down from 
it, and feize his crown and kingdom ; which latter 
beft agrees with the expreffion here. They delight 
in lies; in making and in {preading them, in or- 
der to hurt his character, and give his fubjects an 
ill opinion of him; and thereby alienate their affec- 
tions from him, and weaken their allegiance and 
obedience to him; fee Rev. xxii. 15. | They ble/s 
with their mouth; faying, God blefs the king, or 
fave the king. | But they curfe inwardly; they curfe 
the king in their hearts, and when by themfelves 
in private, when they imagine nobody hears them ; 
fee Eccl. x. 20. Selab; fee the note on Pal. 
iii, 2. 
¥. 5. My foul, wait thou only upon God, 8ec.] Be 
filent and fubject to him, acquiefce in his providen- 
ces, reft in him patiently and quietly, wait for his 
falvation; fee the note on y. 1. perhaps fome new 
temptation might arife, and David’s foul began to 
be uaeafy and impatient; for frames are very 
changeable things; and therefore he encourages it 
to be ftill and quiet, and patiently wait on the 
Lord, and on him only. For my expectation is 
from him; or my bope, as the Targum, the grace 
of hope is from the Lord, and the thing hoped for 
is from him ; he is the author and the object of it; 
and his word of promife encourages to the exercife 
of it; or my patience x as the Septuagint, Vulgate 
Latin, and Arabic verfions. . The grace of patience 
is from the Lord; the means of it is his word ; and 
it is exercifed, tried and increafed by afflictions fent 
and fanétified by him; and expeéfation is nothing 
elfe than thefe graces in exercife, a waiting patient- 
ly for things hoped for. Old Teftament-faints 
expected the firft coming of Chrift; New Tefta- 
ment-faints expect his fecond coming ; and all ex- 
pe& good things from him in time and eternity ; 
nor fhall their expectation fail and perifh; and there- | 
fore is a reafon why their fouls fhould wait only on 
the Lord. 
yr. 6. He only is my rock and my falvation, &c. ] 
See the note ony. 2. He is my defence ; thefe epi- 
thets of God are repeated, to ftrengthen his faith 
and hope in him, and to encourage a patient wait- 
ing upon him. J Joall not be moved 5 neither great- 
ly, nor at all ; his faith gets frefh ftrength and vi- 
gour, the more he confiders God as his rock, fal- 
vation, defence and refuge ; fee the note on 
ms . 
‘ y. 7. In God is my falvation, &c.] Or upon 
God"; he that is God over all has took it upon 
him to fave me; he is the author of falvation to 
me; and it is in him fafe and fecure, and I fhall be 
faved in him with aneverlafting falvation. And my 
glory; the author of all his temporal glory, honour 
and dignity ; and of all his fpiritual glory, which 
Jay in the righteoufnefs of Chrift put upon him, and 
in the grace of God wrought in him ; and of the 
eternal glory he was waiting for; and befides, God 
was the object of his glorying, of whom he boatt- 
ed, and in whom he gloried; fee P/al. iti. 3. The 
rock of my ftrength, and my refuge is in Gods not 
only his ftrength, as well as his righteoufnefs and 
refuge; but the firmnefs and fecurity of his ftrength 
were in God, who is the rock of ages, in whom is 
everlafting ftrength. ; 
y¥. 8. Trujft in bim at all times, ye people, 8c.) 
‘Of the houfe of J/rael, as the Targum or of God, 


as Aben Ezra; all that ate D/raelites indeed, and 
are the Lord’s covenant-people ; thefe are exhorted 
and encouraged to truft in him; not ina creature, 
nor in any outwatd thing, in tiches, wifdom, 
ftrength, birth, privileges, the law, and the works 
of it; intheir own righteoufnefs, in their hearts, in 
themfelves or in others; but in the Lord only, 
both for temporal and fpiritual bleffings: the Zar- 
gum is, in bis Word ; his effential Word, by whom 
the world was made, and who, in the fulnefs of 
time, was made flefh, and dwelt among us, and 
who is a proper object of truft; in him fhould the 
people of God truft ; in his perfon for acceptance 
with God, in his righteoufnefs for juftification, in 
his blood for pardon, in his grace for fupply, and 
in his ftrength for fupport, deliverance, and fal- 
vation, and that at ail times: there is no time ex- 
cepted ; there is not a moment in which the Lord 
is not to be trufted in: he is to be trufted in, in ad- 
verfity, as well as in profperity; in times of affliction, 
when he is prefént, and will not forfake; in times - 
of temptation, when his grace is fufficient for them; 
and in times of darknefs, when he will arife and ap- 
pear unto them. Pour out your heart before bim + 
as Hannah did, 1 Sam. i. 15. and as water is pour- 
ed out, Lam. ii. 19. it means the defires of the 
heart, the complaints of the foul, the whole of their 
cafe which they fhould fpread before the Lord, and 
make known unto him; fee Pai, cii. title, and 
cxlii..2. the phrafe denotes the abundance of the 
heart, and of its requefts, and the freedom with 
which they fhould be made to the Lord; for thro® 
the blood and facrifice of Chrift,'a believer may 
come to the throne of grace with boldnefs and li- 
berty, and there freely tell the Lord all his mind 
and the whole that is in his heart. God isa refuge 
for us. Selah. to whom the faints may have re- 
courfe in all their times of trouble, and where they 
find fafety and plenty, J/a. xxxiii. 16, 
¥. 9. Surely men of low degree are vanity, &c.J 
Or fons of Adam’ of the earthly man; of fallen 
Adam; one of his immediate fons was called He- 
bel, vanity; and it is true of all his fons; but here’ 
it defigns only one fort of them; fuch as are poor 
and low in the world; mean men, as the phrafe 
is rendered in J/a. ii. g. fee the note on Pfal. xix. 
2. thefe are fubject to finful vanity ; their thoughts 
are vain, their affections vain, their minds vain 
their converfation vain, finful, foolith, fallacious. 
and inconftant. The wicked poor are, generall ; 
fpeaking, of all perfons, the moft wicked; and 
therefore, though they are the multitude, they are 
not to be trufted in. ~The Arabic verfion is, they 
are as a fhadow, fleeting and unftable, no folidity 
in them ; the Syriac verfion, as a.vapour, that foon 
paffeth away, like the breath of the mouth, and fo 
not to be accounted of. And men of high degree are. 
a lie; or fons of men; of we the great men *, as it. 
is rendered in J/a. ii, 9, noblemen, men of high: 
birth, fortune, rank, and quality ; thefe are a fe 
fallacious and deceitful : they talk of their blood, 
as if it was different from the reft of mankind; but 
trace them up to their original Adam, and it is a 
lie.. All men are made of one blood, As xvii. 
26. their riches promife them peace and pleafure, 
and long life, but do not give thofe things, Luke 
xii, 16—-20. their honour is fickle and inconftant; 
they are fet in high places, and thofe are flippery 
ones; they are brought to defolation in a moment, 
and 
b MN “yy fuper Deo, Montanus, Gejerus, Michaelis ; faper Deum, Vatablus, Cocceius. ! CON 12 filif 
Adam, Mufculus, Michaelis; nati plebeio homine, Junius & Tremellius; plebeii, Gejerus; fons of bafe men, Ainfworth. 
& WN 3D nati praftante viro, Junius & Tremellius; fons of noble men, Ainfworth, Vid, Schindler, col. 214. 
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_and if they continue in them till death, their glory, 
does not defcend after them, P/al. xlix. 17. and 
Ixxiii. 18, . they make promifes of great things 

“to thofe who.apply to them, but rarely perform, 
and ‘are by no means to be confided in,, ‘This dif- 

‘tinétion of high and low degree is obferyed in Fam. 

‘4.9, 10. To be laid in the balance, they are altogether 
lighter than vanity,; takea pair of balances, and 

‘put men’ both of high and low degtee together in 


Arie 


will go down ; for take them altogether, they are 
lighter than that: the word /ighter is not in the 
text, but is rightly fupplied, as itis by Aben Ezra, 
‘Kimcbi, and Ben Melech. . This laft claufe, accord- 
ing to the accents, may be beft rendered thus ; 
being put in the balance, they muft afcend s they.are 
lighter than vanity together. The Targumis, “if 
*< they fhould take the fons of men in a balance, 
<¢ and weigh their fates, they themfelves would be 
“« iigbter than nothing, as one;’’ or than vanity to- 
. ‘gether. 

y¥. 10. Trust not in oppreffion, 8cc.] Either in 
the power of oppreffing others; fee Ja. xxx. 12. 
or in riches gotten by oppreffion, which being put 
into a man’s. hand by his friend, he keeps, and 
will not return them; fo Aben Ezraand Kimchi in- 
terpret it of mammon unlawfully obtained; mam- 


mon of unrighteoufnels, or unrighteous mammon ;_ 
And become not vain in robbery; 


fee Fer. xvii. 11. 
in riches gotten by open rapine and theft ; and 
men become vain herein when they boaft of fuch 
_ riches, place their confidence in them, and think to 
make atonement for their fins by burnt-facrifices 
purchafed with them, J/a, Ixi. 8. Df richesincreafe; 
in a lawful way, in fuch manner as the fruits of 
the earth do, as the word ™ ufed fignifies > if they 
increafe in great abundance from a little, as from 
one grain of corn many proceed ; and.infenfibly, as 
the feed fown grows up, a man knows not how, 
through diligence, and the blefling of God from hea- 
ven. Set yot your heart upon them ; your affections 
on them ; they are enfnaring, they are apt to take the 
heart from God, to draw off the affections from 
Chrift, and things above, to choak the word, and 
lead into many temptations and burtful lufts 5, let 
not your hearts be elated, or lifted up with them; 
be not high minded, or filled with pride and vani- 
ty on account of them; nor put any truft in them, 
for they are uncertain things. archi interprets it 
of the increafe of the riches of others ; fee P/a/. xlix. 
16, 17. ” ; 

y. : 1. God hath fpoken once, &c.| One word 
of his is: more to be confided in, and depended on, 
than all the men and things in the world. The 
meaning is not that God hath only fpoke once he 
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HIS pfalm was compofed by David, either 
when he was perfecuted by Sau/, and obliged 


to hide himfelf in defart places, as in the foreft of 


Hareth, the wildernefles of Zipb, Maon and Enge- 
di, 1 Sam. xxil, 5. and xxiii. 14, 24, 25. and 


1 oy afcendant, Pagninus, Cocceius; fo Mufculus, Junius & Tremellius, &c.  ‘~ 
Montanus; ¢fflorefcunt, Cocceius s germinant, frugtificant, Amama, 


A pfalm of David, when he was in the wildernefs of Judah. 


LMS.  PCixiiysro—22, 


hasfpoke often ; he fpoke all things out of nothing ; 
-in creation ; he fpoke all the words of thelawar 
amount Sizai; he {poke by the prophets under the ~ 
Old Teftament-difpenfation, and by his Som in the 
laft days, and ftill by the minifters»of the gofpel : 
but the fenfe is, that what God has once 

ftands s it is irreverfible and immutable satis firm, 
fure, and unalterable; he does not repent, he can- . 
not lie, nor will he alter the thing that is gone out 
of his lips; and therefore his word isto be trufted 
to, when men of high degree area lies, Twice have 
I beard this; that is, many times, as Kimchi ex- 
plains it: the Targum refers this, and the preceding 
claufe, tothe delivery of the law: ** one law:God 
“ fpake, and twice we heard it from the mouth of 
“¢ Mofesthe great {eribes” but the meaningis, that 
the pfalmift had heard of two things, and ‘was well 
affured of the truth of them, and which*were the 
foundation of his truftand confidences one is men- 
tioned in'this verfe, and the other in the next; the 
firft is, That power belongeth unto Gods great 
power, even almighty power, as appears from the 
creation of all things out of nothing, the preferva- _ 
tion of them in their beings, the government of 
the world, the redemption of his people by Chrift, 
| the work of grace upon their hearts by this ‘Spirit, 
the perfeverance of the faints, their deliverance from 
their enemies, and the deftruction of them: The 
ancient Cabalifts * among the Jews have endeavour- 
ed, from this paflage, to eftablifh a Trinity in 
unity, they fpeak of *¢ three fuperior Sepbirot,’ or 
<* numbers 3 and of them it is faid, God bath fpoken 
once, twice have I beard this; once and twice, lo, 
the three. fuperior numbers, of whom itis faid, 
one, one, one, three ones ; and this is the mean-~ 
ing of God bath fpoken once, twice have I beard. 
this ; this in it makes them one.” Uf sit <I 

. ¥. 12. Alfo unto thee, O Lord; ‘belongeth mer- 
cy, &c.] This isthe other thing the pfalmift had 
heard, and was affured of, and which encouraged 
his hope and truft in the Lord; that mercy be- 
longed to him, P/al.:cxxx. 7. as appears, not On- 
ly from the common bounties. of his providence, 
daily beftowed upon his creatures ; but from the 
fpecial gift of his Son, and of all fpiritual mercies 
and bleffings in him ; from the regeneration of the 
Lord’s people, the pardon of their fins, and their 
eternal falvation. For thou renderest to every man 
according to his work, and which is a reafon prov- 
ing that both power and mercy belong to Gods 
power in punifhing the wicked according to their 
deferts, and mercy in ‘rewarding the faints, not in 
away of merit, or of debt, but of grace. Some 
interpret the words, as Aben Exra and Kimchi ob- 
ferve, though thou rendereft, &c. that is, God is 
gracious and merciful, though he is alfo juft and 
righteous in rendering to every man as\his work is, 
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xxiv. 1. all which were in the tribe of Fudab, Joth. 
XV. 55, 62. or when his fon 4b/alom rebelled a- 
gainft him, which obliged him to flee from Yeru- 
falem, and go the way of the wildernefs, where 
Ziba and Barzillai fent him food, teft his young 

hel men). 
® 59)9 cum pullulaverit, | 
* Tikkune Zohar, Correct. 3%. fol; 82,4, 


| 
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men that were with him fhould faint there, 2 Sam.’ 
XV. 23. and xvi. 2.:and xvii, 29. . The Septuagint 
‘verfion,’ and thofe that follow:that, «call it the wil-! 


dernefs-of [dtimea, or Edom, as the Arabic verfion ; 
and fo the' Chaldee paraphrafe,-** in the-wildernefs 


<< which was‘6n the border of the tribe of Fadab 5” 


as Edom was, Fofo:xv-21. fo the Meffiah, David's 
“fon,” was inca wildernefs, where he was tempted'by 
the devil,: and-where he was hungry and thirfty in 
a literal fenfe, as David was here in a fpiritual 
fenfe, ‘asthe pfalm fhews, Matt. iv: 1, 2. and the 
church of God, whom David fometimes perfonates, 
is faid to’be in a wildernefs, where fhe is fed for a 
time, and times, and half atime, even during the 
whole reign of the antichriftian beaft, Rev. xii. 14. 
and indeed all the faints are, at one time or another, 
ina defart ‘condition, and whilft they are here, are 
jn the wildernefs of the people, Ho/. ii 14. Ezek. 
XX. 35. 


xt! O God, thou art my God, 8c.] ° Not by 
nature only, or by birth, nor merely as an J/rael- 
ite and fon of dbrabam, but by~grace through 


Chrift, and_in virtue of an everlafting covenant, the | 


bleffings and promifes of which were applied unto 
him ; and he, by faith, could now claim his inte- 
reft in them, and in his God as his covenant-God ; 
who is a God at hand and‘afar off, was his God in 
the wildernefs of ‘fudea;as in his palace at Ferufalem. 


The Targum is, “* thou art my ftrength.”* Early, 


will T feck thee, or I will morning thee° 1 will 
feek thee as foon as the morning appears; and fo 
the Targum, “I will arife in the morning before 
«thee ;” it has refpeé to prayer in the morning, 


and to feeking God betimes, and in the firft place's | 


fee Pfal, v. 3. and lv. 17. or diligently ? ; as a mer- 
chant feeks for goodly pearls, or other commodities 
fuitable for him; fo Aben Ezra fuggelts, as if the 
word was to be derived, not from 9muy the morn- 
ing, but from "id merchandize; and thofe who 
feck the Lord both early and diligently fhall find 
him, and not lofe their labour, “Prov. ii. 4,°5.: and 
viii. 17. Heb. xi. 6. © My foul thirfteth for thee ; af- 
ter his word, worfhip, and ‘ordinances ; after 
greater knowledge of him, communion with him, 
and more grace from him} particularly after par- 
~ doning grace and juftifying righteoufnels ; fee P/a/. 
xiii. 1, 2. Matt. v. 6. My fle/h longeth for thee : 
which is expreflive of the fame thing in’ different 
words ; ‘and denotes, that he moft earneftly defired, 
with his whole felf, his: heart, foul and ftrength, 
that he might enjoy the prefenceofGod. In adry 


ang thirfty land, where no water is; fuch was the 
wildernefs of Fudea, where he now ‘was, and where’ 


he was deftitute of the means of grace, of the or- 

dinances of God’s houfe, and’ wanted comfort and 

refrefhment.for his foul, which he thirfted and 

longed after, as a thirfty man after water in a defart 
lace. 

y. 2. To fee thy power and thy glory, &c.] Ei- 
ther the ark, as the Jewifh writers generally inter- 
pret it; the fymbol of God’s prefence and glory, 
and which is called his ftrength and his glory; fee 
Pfal. \xxviii. 61, and cxxxii. 8. orrather, the Lord 
Chrift, who is the"power of God, as well as the 
wifdom of God; by whom he made the world, and 
upholds it, by whom he has redeemed his peo- 
ple, and keeps and preferves them; and whofe 
power is feen in the efficacy of the word and ordi- 
nances : and who is alfo the glory of God; he is 
the brightnefs of his Father’s glory; his glory is 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father ; he 
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‘has the fame glorious nature, perfections, names, 
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hhomage.and worfhip; and the glory of all the di- 
Vine attributes is difplayed in the work of falvation 
and redemption he has wrought out; and this 
glory is to be feen, thro’ the glafs of the word and 
ordinances, in the houfe of God. Hence it fol- 
lows; So as I have feen thee in the fanétuary s 
where he comes and bleffes his people, and mani- 
fefts himfelf unto them, as he does not unto the 


-world ; where his goings are feen, and his foot- 


fteps: traced, Pfal. xviii. 24. The pfalmift calls 
to mind former experiences in the fan@tuary; and 
thefe ftimulate him to an eager defire of frefh 
taftes of the grace of God, and clearer views of 
his power and glory. Or, as in a dry and thirfty 
land, my foul longed and thirfted for thee, fo 
have I defired to fee thee in the fan@tuary ; or fol 
fee thee there as if in the fanctuary. 

¥. 3. Becaufe thy loving-kindnefs is better than 
life, &c.j For life without the love of God is 
nothing elfe than death: a man that has no hare 
in the love of God, is dead while he lives; all the 
enjoyments of life, health, riches, honour, friends, 
&c. are nothing without the love of God; the 
meaneft temporal bleffings with it, are preferable 
to the greateft without it, Prov. xv. 17. it lafts 
longer than life, and therefore muft be better than 
that y death cannot feparate from it; it continues 
to all eternity. And that the faints prefer it to 
this natural life, appears by their readinefs to lay 
it down for the fake of Chrift and his gofpel, in 
which the loving-kindnefs of God is fo richly ma- 
nifefted unto them ; to which may be added, that 
it is the love of God which gives to his people fpi- 
ritual life, and which iffues in eternal life, and there- 
fore muft be better than a temporal one. The 
Targum is, ‘* for better is thy kindnefs, which thou 
«¢ wilt do for the righteous in the world to come, 
ss than the life which thou giveft the wicked in this 
s© world.” My lips fhall praife thee; that is, for 
thy loving-kindnefs, and becaufe it is better than 
life, and any enjoyment of it. 

y.4. Thus will I blefs thee while I live, &c.} 
With his whole heart and foul, as he had fought 
after him, and as under a fenfe of his loving-kind- 
nefs ; and as he now praifed him with his lips, fo 
he’ determined to do as long as he had life and be- 
ing by proclaiming his bleffednefs, by afcribing 
bleffing and honour to him, and by giving him 
the glory of all mercies temporal and {piritual. J 
will lift up my hands in thy name; not againtt his 
enemies, againft thofe that fought againft him, as 
Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it, but unto God 
in heaven ; and that not as a gefture ufed in fwear- 
ing, but either in bleffing, as 4ben Ezra obferves ; 
fo the high-prieft lift up his hands when he bleffed 
the people; or in prayer, or in both, fo Farchi’s 
note is, to pray and to praife; fee the note on 
Pfal. xxviii. 2. The Zargum is, ** in the name of 
“© thy Word, I will fpread out my hands in prayer 
«6 for the world to come;” that is, in the name of 
the Meffiah, the effential Word, in whofe name 
prayer is to be made, and whereby it becomes pre- 
valent and fuccefsful; fee Fobm xiv. 13, 14. and 
xvi. 23, 24,26. This is a prayer-gefture; fee the 
note on P/al. xxviii. 2. 

oy. 5. My foul foall be fatisfied as with marrow 
and fatnefs, 8¢c.] When he fhould return to the 
houfe of the Lord, and partake of the provifions 
of it, called the fatnefs of his houfe, P/a/, xxxvi. 8. 


fee the note there. The phrafe denotes the abun- 


dance of fpiritual refrefhment and delight in the 
word 
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.word and ordinarices, and the preat fatisfaction had 
in them 3 and may have fome regard to benefits a- 
rifing from prayer, as well as other’ ordinances. 
Fat was not to be eaten under the legal difpenfa- 
tion, and therefore not to be literally taken s but 
in the typical and fpiritual fenfe which David un- 
derftood, and therefore refpeéts that, or otherwife 
he would {peak contrary to the law of God: he 
refers to thofe fpiritual good things which they ty- 
pified, and give fpiritual pleafure and fatisfaction. 
And my mouth fhall praife thee with joyful lips, fuch 
a full meal, fuch a rich entertainment, calls for a- 
bundant thankfulnefs ; which is here fignified by 
the mouth praifing the Lord, and doing this with 
lips of fhouting, expreffions of joy, fongs of praife, 
jubilee-fongs. The allufion is to the ufe of mufic 
and finging at feftivals ; fee J/a. v.12. 
¥. 6. When I remember thee upon my bed, &c.] 
Or beds *; feeing he lay in many, as Kimchi ob- 
ferves; being obliged to flee from place to place. 
The fenfe is; that when-he was on his bed in the 
night-feafon, when alone, and free from worldly 
cares and fatigues, and called to mind the love of 
God to him, the paft experience of his kindnefs, 
his promifes to him, and the fulfilment of them ; 
that he fhould then be delightfully entertained, a- 
bundantly fatisfied, and his mouth be filled with 
fongs of praife. And meditate on thee in the night- 
watches; which the Jewifh writers on the text fay, 
were three, as they- were with the Jews, but with 
the Romans four; fee the note on Matt. xiv. 25. 
and the night in the times of Homer* was divided 
into three parts: the night-feafon is a very proper 
one for meditation, on the perfections, providences, 
promifes, word and works of God ; and which is 
very delightful and profitable, when attended with 
the prefence, Spirit, and grace of God. The Tar- 
gum is, ‘© in the watches I will meditate, on thy 
** word,” 
¥.7+ Becaufe thou haft been my help, &c.] Or, 
that thou baft been my belp*; and fo the words may 
be confidered as the fubject of his meditation in the 
night- watches, at leaft as a part of it; and as what 
gave him a great deal of pleafure to reflect upon, 
how the Lord had been in times paft a prefent help 
to him in time of trouble. Therefore in the fha- 
dow of thy wings will I rejoice ; meaning under the 
protecting power of God, where he knew he was 
fafe, and therefore had reafon to rejoice. The al- 
lufion is to the chirping of chickens under the wing 
of the hen; fee P/al. lvii. 1. and Ixi. 4. The Tar- 
gum is, ** in the fhadow of thy /Lekinah will I re- 
“ joice ;” referring it may be to the /hekinab, or 
prefence of God between the cherubim,whofe wings 
overfhadowed the mercy-feat. 
y. 8. My foul followeth bard after thee, &c.| In 
a way of duty, and in the ufe of means, as prayer, 
meditation, &#c. tho’ at a diftance from the houfe 
of God, and worfhip of it; that he might not lofe 
fight of him; that he might know more of him, 
and have more communion with him ;_ being 
drawn after him with the cords of love, and ftrong- 
ly affected to him. Or, my foul cleaveth after thee, 
or ¢o thee‘; not to the world, and the things of 
it; not to that which is evil, but to that which is 
good, even the /ummum bonum ; not to the crea- 
ture, but to the Lord; which is expreffive of u- 
nion to him, even fuch an one as is between man 
and. wife, who cleave to each other, and are one 


2 9? ftratis meis, Pagninus, Montanus, Pifcator, Cocceius ; fo Junius 8 Tremellius, Ainfworth. 
* 93 quod, Mafculus, Gejerus, Michaelis ; fo Ainfworth, 
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bers, vine and branches; fee 1 Cor. vi. 17. 


of duty. To cleave.to the Lord, is to hold to him 
the head; to exercife the graces of faith, hope and 
love upon him ; and to follow him in, his ways and 
worfhip 5 to abide by his truths ; to attend his or- 
dinances; to keep clofe to-his people, and to ad- 


here firmly to his caufe, and intereft; fee 4s xi. - 


23. The Targum is, ‘* my foul cleaveth after thy 
“ law.’ Thy right hand upboldeth. me; that he 
fell not through the fnares laid for him, and the 
ftumbling-blocks thrown in his way; that he ftood 
and bore up under all his afflictions, temptations 
and difficulties; that he was enabled to follow hard 


after the’Lord, and cleave unto him; this fup- 


ported, fupplied and protected him, even the migh- 
ty power and grace ot God. In what a happy, com- 
fortable, and fafe condition muft the pfalmift be! 
his foul following hard after the Lord; and the 
Lotd holding and fuftaining him with his right 
hand! and how vain muit be the attempts of his 
enemies again{t him! whofe deftruction is next pre- 
dicted, . 
¥.9. But thofe that feck my foul to deftroy tt, &c.] 
Meaning his life; for.as for his foul, that was im- 
material and immortal,,and could never be de- 
ftroyed by man: but as for his natural life, his 
enemies laid {nares for that, and fought to take it 
away, and nothing lefs would fatisfy them. Shall 
go into the lower parts of the earth; not the grave, 


whither the righteous go as well as. the wicked ; » 


befides, by their being the portion of foxes, as fol- 
lows, it feems that they fhould have no burial; bug 
hell.is meant, the bottomlefs-pit. Some take it to 
be a prayer, as Kimchi and Ben Melech;. may they 
go, or let them go, &c, fee Pfal. ly. 15. The allu- 
fion may be thought to be to the death of Korab 
and his company. 

¥. 10. They fhall fall by the fword, &c.] As 
Saul, his fons, and mighty men did, 1 Sam, xxxi, 
4, 55 6. or, they foall make bim pour out"; that is, 
his blood, by the bands or means of the fwords 
meaning either fome principal enemy, as Sgu/ in 
particular, or every one of his enemies; who 
fhould be thruft with the fword, their blood let 
out, and. they flain: fo Antichrift, the enemy of 
David’s fon, will be put to death in this manner, 
Rev. xiii. 10. hey hall be a portion for foxes; 
falling in defolate places where foxes run, and fo 
become the food of them, and have no other bu- 
rial. The foxes hunt after dead carcafes, and will 
find them out where they are, in holes and ditches; 
as appears from the cafe of Ari/tomenes, related by 


Paufanias“: fo the followers of Antichrift, their — 


flefh will be eaten by the fowls of heaven, Rev. xix. 
17, 18. ; 


y. 11. But the king fhall rejoice in God, &c.] Not - 


Saul, as R. Obadiah ; as if David withed him well 
and that he might have reafon to rejoice in 

tho’ he fought his hurt; which fenfe is rejected by. 
Aben Ezra; but either David, who {peaks of him- 


felf as king, being anointed by Samuel, and who, _ 


upon the death of Sau/, was fo in fact; and w 
rejoiced, not merely at the deftruction of his ene- 
mies, for he lamented the death of Saul, 2 Sam.i 
17. but in God, in his grace and goodnefs to 

and in his power and juftice fhewn in the venge 


taken on them. Or rather, the King M who 
—. Feoiced 
CAPA MPI adhelit por te; 


* WII) fandere facient eum, Mon- 


fleth, Gen, ii, 24, ahd as'is between head and mem- | 


aod 
‘éommunion in the exercife of grace, and difcharge — 


7 


* 


Pp i Ixiv. yeI > 34 


rejoiced in God becaufe of the good of his people, 


their converfion and falvation, and their deliver- 
ance from their enemies, P/al. xxi. 1. Luke x. 21. 
Every one that fweareth by bim fball glory; not by 
David, tho’ fuch a form of fwearing was ufed; fee 


2 Sam. xv. 21. or, to bim, and fo defcribes his | 


faithful fubjects {wearing allegiance to him: but 
rather by the Lord, in whom the king fhould re- 
joice; and defigns the worfhippers of him ; fwear- 
ing by him, being fometimes put for the whole 
worfhip and fervice of God, Deut. vi. 13. The 
heathens ,ufed to fwear by their deities, and their 
chief was called Fupiter Horcius, becaute he prefided 
over oaths *, 
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rejoice in God; ad interids fuch as believe in him 
and confefs him 5 fee //a. xlv. 23. compared with 
Rom. xiv. 11. And every fuch an one will glory, 
not in themfelves, nor in any thing of theirs, but in 
Chrift, in his grace and righteouinefs, and in what 
he is unto them. But the mouth of them that {peak 
lies foall be ftopped fuch as Saui’s courtiers, who 
invented and {pread lies of David; but now upon 
the death of Sau/, and David’s advancement to the 
throne, would be filent; their mouths being ftopped 
either by death, or thro’ fear: and fo all the fol- 
lowers of Antichrift, that make and believe a lie, 
will have their mouths ftopped, when caft into the 


Or elfe that the King Chrift fhould j lake of fire, Rev. xxi. 8: 
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To the chief mufician, A pfalm of David. 


HIS pfalm is applied by R. Obadiah, to Ha- 

f man and Mordecai. The enemy is Haman, 
the perfect man fhot at is Mordecai; about whom 
Haman communed with his friends to lay {nares 
for him, and fearched diligently for occafions a- 
gainft him and his people, which iffued in his own 
deftruétion. The ancient Midrafh ’ of the Jews, 
applies it to Daniel, when caft into the den of lions; 
and Farchi fuppofes that David, by a {pirit of pro- 
phecy, forefaw it, and prayed for him who was of 
his feed; and that every thing in the pfalm beau- 
tifully falls in with that account: Daniel is the 
perfect man aimed at ; the enemy are the princes 
of Darius’s court, who confulted againft him, com- 
muned of laying fnares for him, and gained their 
point, which proved their own ruin. But the pfalm 
literally belongs to David, by whom it was com- 
pofed. The Arabic verfion calls it a pfalm of Da- 
vid, when Saul perfecuted him; and the Syriac ver- 
fion refers it to the time when Gad faid to him, A- 
bide not in the hold, 1 Sam. xxii. 5. He is the 
perfe&t man, who was upright and innocent as to 
what he was charged with in refpect to Sau/; who 
is the enemy, from the fear of whom he defires his 
life might be preferved; and who with his courtiers 
took counfel againft him, and laid deep fchemes to 
deftroy him, but at laft were deftroyed themfelves, 
Moreover, the pfalm may very well be applied to 
the Meffiah, the fon of David, and who was his 
antitype, and efpecially in his fufferings: He is the 
perfeét man in the higheft fenfe; the Jews were the 
enemies that took counfel, and fearched for occa-: 
fions againft him, and accomplifhed their defigns 
in a good meafure ; for which wrath came upon 
them to the uttermoft. The pfalmift alfo may be 


very well thought to perfonate the church and peo- | 


ple of God ; who in all ages have had their ene- 
mies and their fears; againft whom wicked men 


Preferve my life from fear of the enemy; David had 
his enemies, Sau/ and his courtiers, and was afraid 
of them 3 Chrift had his enemies, the wicked Jews, 
who fought his life before the time, and therefore 
he walked no more in wry till near the time; and 
whofe human nature was fometimes poffeffed of the 
fears of death, though they were finlefs ones: the 
church and people of God have their enemies; as 
the men of the world, who revile, reproach and 
perfecute them Satan their adverfary, who goes 
about feeking to devour them ; and their own cor- 
ruptions and lufts, which war againft their fouls ; 
and death, the laft enemy, which is fo to human 
nature, tho’ by the grace of Chrift friendly to the 
faints. And the people of God have their fears of 
thefe enemies ; they are afraid of men, their revil= 
ings and perfecutions, tho’ they have no reafon; 
fince God is on their fide; and of Satan, whofe 
fiery darts and buffetings are very diftreffing, the? 
if refifted he will flee ;. and of theit own corrup- 
tions, left they fhould one day perifh by them ; or 
at leaft, left they fhould break out, to the wound- 
ing of their fouls, and the difhonour of God: and 
fome of them, thro’ fear of death, are all their lifes 
time fubject to bondage; which fears, tho’ they 
are not the faints excellencies, but their infirmities, 
yet are confiftent with the grace of God; and un- 
der the power and influence of thefe fears, they ap- 
prehend fometimes their life to be in danger ; and 
therefore pray to the God of their life, who has 
given them it, and is the preferver of it, that he 
would preferve their natural life, as he does; as 
alfo their fpiritual life, which is preferved by him ; 
is bound up in the bundle of life with the Lord. 
their God, and is-hid with Chriit in God. 

¥. 2. Hide me from the fecret counfel of the wick- 
ed, &c.] The word ufed denotes both the place 
where wicked men meet together for confultation ; 


have devifed mifchief, and levelled their arrows of | fee Gen. xlix. 6, P/fal.i. 1. and the counfel itfelf 


perfecution ; tho’ no weapon formed againft them 
fhall profper. — 


y.1. Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer, &c.] 
The prayer of the pfalmift was vocal, and exprefs- 
ed in a mournful manner, with groans and cries, 
as the word * ufed fignifies, and with great ardour 
and fervency ; his condition, by reafon of his ene- 
mies, being very diftrefling, and therefore he is 


very eager and earneft that he might be heard, | and the perfons that entred into fuch meafures, 


= Euripidis Medea, v.170. Vid.Alex. ab Alex.Genial. Dier. 1. 5. ¢.10. 


they there take; from the bad effects of which the 
pfalmift defired to be hid and preferved. So Saul 
and his courtiers fecretly took counfel againft Da- 
vid, and the Jews againft Chrift, and that very 
privily and fecretly 5 fee Mart. xxvi. 3. and xxvii, 
1. rom the infurreétion of the workers of iniqui- 
ty; their noife, rage and tumult; fee Pfal. ii. 1, 2. 
The former phrafe denotes their fecret machina- 
tions and defigns, and this their open violence 3 
are 
no 


y Apud Jarchium & Yalkut Simeoni in loc, 
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no other than evil-doers and workers of iniquity ; 
though they might be under a proféffion of reli- 
gion, as Davia’s enemies, and the Jews who were 
Chrift’s enemies were, Matt, vii. 225-23: and who 
-are further defcribed in the next verfes. 

¥. 3. Who whet their tongue like a fword, 8c.) 
Ufe cutting, wounding, killing and devouring 
words ; on which they fet an edge, and make them 
keener and keener, to hurt and ruin the characters 
‘and reputations of good men, and grieve and dif- 
trefs their minds. And bend their bows to fhoot 
their arrows, even bitter words ; fuch are the falfe 
doctrines of heretical men, which are roots of bit- 
terne{s, that defile fome and trouble others ; fuch 
are the oaths and curfes of profane finners, whofe 
mouths are full of curfing and bitternefs ; and fuch 
are the blafphemies of Antichrift againft God, ‘a- 
gainft his tabernacle, and again{t them that dwell 
therein; and fuch are the hard fpeeches fpoken by 
ungodly finners againft Chrift and his people ; 


thefe are like arrows fhot from a bow, and full of 


deadly poifon, The Targum is; * they ftretch out 
© their bows, they anoint their arrows with dead- 
«« ly and bitter poifon.’? There feemis to be an al- 
Jufion to fixing letters by arrows, and fo fhooting 
or directing them where it was defired they fhould 
fall and be taken up 3 fo Timoxenus and Artobazus 
fent letters to one another in this way, at the fiege 
of Potidea*: and-after the fame manner the Jews 
fay’, Shebua and Foab fent letters to Sennacherib, 
acquainting him, that all //rae/ were willing to make 
peace with him ; but Hezekiah and [aiah would not 
fuffer them. 

‘-¥e4. That they may fhoot in fecret at the perfect, 
&c.]' Meaning himfelf, who tho’ not without fin, 
and far from perfection in himfelf, in the fight of 
God and with refpeé to his righteous law, which 
was exceeding broad; and therefore he faw an end 
of all perfection, and'defired that God would not 


enter into judgment with him; but yet, in the cafe of 


Squl, he was quite clear and innocent, and without 
fault. Likewife the Meffiah, of whom David was 
a type, may be meant; who has all the perfections 
of the divine and human nature in him, and is 
without fin, holy, harmlefs, pure and undefiled : 
and it may be applied to the church'and people of 
God, who, tho’ they are not perfec in themfelves, 
far from ‘it, fin being ‘in them, and their graces 
weak; unlefs it be in a comparative fenfe; yet they 
are perfect in Chrift Jefus, their fouls being clothed 
with his righteoufnefs, and fo are the fpirits of juft 
men made perfeét. And this charaéter may alfo 
refpect the truth and fincerity of grace in them, and 
the uprightnefs of ‘their hearts and converfation ; 
and fueh as thefe, wicked 'men level their arrows:at, 
and direct their fpite and: venom againft, and that 
in the moft private and fecret manner. Suddenly 
do they fooot at him; as unfeen by him, fo unawares 
to him. And fear not; neither God' nor judgment 
to come: Fhough fome underftand:this of the per- 
fect, who, though fhot at in this manner, are in- 
trepid and: courageous, and have no fear of their 
enemies; but the former fenfe feems beft, which 
deferibes perfons that neither fear God, nor regard 
man, be Even yt 
¥.5. They encourage themfelves in an evil matter, 
&c.} -Or firengthen him * ; that is; Saul,’ by mak- 
ing ufe of arguments’ and reafoning 
to go on in his wicked perfecution of David ; or,’ 
they ftrengthened and hardened themfelves in their 
wickednefs, as Sau/’s courtiers, and the enemies of 


* Herodot. Urania, five l.'8. c. 128. 
ili, Muis. 
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2 VVIM"' amovebuat fe, Montanvs; commovebsntur, Vatablus. 7 } 


Piilxiv. 7.38: 


Chrift did, and as all wicked men do, when they 
obferve the fentence again{t them is not {peedily 
executed, Eccl. viii. 11: They commune of laying 
fnares privily ; that is, they converfed together, and 
‘confulted how to lay fnares for the perfect man in 
the moft private manner, that they might entrap 
him: and deftroy him. bey fay; Who foall fee 
them? either the fnares laid, or the perfons that 
laid them ? None; no not even God himfelf ; fee 
Pfal.%. 11,14. aa 

y.6. They fearch out iniquities, &c.]. The Zar- 
gum adds, ** to deftroy the juft.” Either occafions 
againft them, by charging them with fin and fub- 
orning falfe witnefles againft them, as did the enes 
mies both of David and Chrift; they fought for 
proper time and opportunity of committing the 
iniquities they were bent upon, and even fearched 
for new fins, being inventers of evil things, Rom. 
i, 30. They accomplifh a diligent fearch; diligent- 
ly fearched out the perfect man, and found him 3 
and alfo falfe witnefles againft him, and carried 
their point; which was efpecially true with re- 
fpeét to Chrift. Both the inward thought of every 
one of them, and the heart is deep; being full of 
cunning, craftinefs and wickednefs, fo as not to be 
fearched out and fully known; fee P/fal. v.g. Fer. 
XVIL Q. t 

y. But God fhall fooot at them with an arrow, 
&c.] With one or other of his four judgments; 
famine, peftilence, fword, and wild. beafts, Lueck. 
xiv. 24. which he brings upon wicked men; and 
may be compared to arrows, as they are, Ezek. v. 
16, 17. Pfal. xci. 5, 6. Deut. Xxxil. 41, 42. be- 
caufe they move fwiftly. The judgment of wicked 
men lingereth not, tho’ it may feem todo fo; and 
becaufe they often come fuddenly and at an un- 
ayvares, when men are crying, Peace, peace; and 
becaufe they are fharp and piercing, penetrate deep, 
and ftick faft, and wound and kill; they are not 
arrows of deliverance, unlefs to the Lord’s people, 
who, by his judgments on the wicked, are deliver- 
ed from them; but deftroying ones, 2 Kings xiii, 
17. Pfal. cxliv. 6. when God draws the bow an 
fhoots, execution is done. This is faid in oppofition 
to what wicked men do, y¥. 3, 4. and in juft retae 
liation ; they fhoot at the perfect, and God fhoots at 
them. Suddenly jhall they be wounded ; with the 
wound of an enemy, with the chaftifement of a 
cruel one, with a deadly wound that fhall never be 
healed; not with the arrow of God’s word, but ~ _ 
with the ftroke of his hand; which comes fud- 
denly, falls heavy, and makes the wound incura- 
blesa:7t eric Baise. 
y¥. 8. So fball they make their own tongue to. fall 
upon themfelves, &c.) The evil things they have _ 
wifhed for, threatened unto and imprecated on Oy . 
thers, fhall come upon themfelves ;. the curfes they 
have ‘curfed others with, fhall come upon them 
felves, the pit they have dug for others, they fall 
into. So: Haman, to whom fome apply the pfalmy 
, was hanged on the gallows he made for Mordecai, 
_and the accufers of Daniel, to whom others appl 
‘it, were caft into the fame den of lions they pro= 
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i 


cured for him ; and Babylon, who has been drunk 
with the blood of the faints, fhall have blood given 
her to drink. «All that. fee 


them foall flee away; nol 


5 fee Num. xVie 34+ Rev, XY 

45. Or, they foall: move sheets h 

iheads in a way of derifion, as far , ‘i. 
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or fkip for joy, as the word is rendered in Fer. 
xiviii. 27, and then it muft be underftood of the 
‘righteous; who feeing the vengeance on the wicked, 
rejoice, as in P/al. lil. 6. and lviii. 10. tho’ as they 
are afterwards particularly mentioned, others feem 
to be defigned. The word is ufed for lamenting and 
bemoaning one’s felf, in er. xxxi. 18: and fo may 
be applied to the friends of the wicked, Jamenting 
and bemoaning their ruin, and their being bereaved 
of them, Rev. xviii. 9, 11. 

¥. 9. And all men foall fear, &c.| Either God 
himfelf, or his judgments; they fhall be affrighted 
at them, learn righteoufnels by them, worfhip God, 
and give glory to him: they fhall fear him as King 
of faints, "his judgments being made manifeft ; not 
with a flavifh fear, but with reverence and godly 
fears fee Rev, xi. 13: and xv. 4. And fhail de- 
clare the work of God the punifhments infli€ted 
on wicked men; his work of juftice and judg- 
ment, which is his work, his ftrange work ; for 
there is no evil of punifhment but the Lord has 
done it, J/a. xxviii. 21. \4mes ili. 6, - For they fhall 
wifely -confider of bis doings ;. confider that it is 
done by him, and done well and wifely, after the 
counfel of his own will’; and fo confider it as to 
be admoniffied, and take warning and caution’ by 
it, This is the ufe men in general fhould make of 
fuch difpenfations of providence ; the ufe the righ- 
teous in particular make of them follows : 


-PSAL 

‘To the: chief mufician, A 

“NOME copies of the Septuagint, and Vulgate 
Latin verfions, tead * a fong of Jeremiah and 


““Exckidl, fung by the people of the captivity, 
*< when they were about to Come our ;”’ and fome 


copies have Haggai: but though it is poffible it | 


might be fung upon that occafion, it is. certain it 
was not then compofed, but was written by David, 
as the ge vine title fhews :- as for eremiah, he was 
hot carried captive to Babylon, and Ezekiel died be- 
fore the return of the people from it ; nor is there 
any thing in the pfalm relating to that captivity. 
The title ‘of it indeed, in the Arabié verfion, is 
concerning the captivity of the people; which it 
feems to have taken from fome Greek copy ; and 
Kimchi and Arama interpret it of the captivity of 
the people of the Jews ; but then they mean their 
prefent captivity, and their deliverance from: it. 
According to the title of it in the Syriac verfion, the 
occafidn of it was the bringing up of the ark of God 
to Sion 5 atid’ Aben Eztais of opinion that David 
conipofed the pfalm ‘at that time ; or that one of the 
fingers compoféd it at'the building of the temple, 
and which hé thinks is right, and perhaps is con- 
cluded from 3. 1, 3. and who alfo fays it was com- 


fed in'a year of drought 5 but it rather feems to 


have béen written in a year of great plenty, as the 
Jatter part of it fhews; and the whole feems to re- 
fpect the -fruitful, Hoarimhitg and happy ftaté of 
¢ church in gofpel-times, for 

fp aM 


os Bes “aah 


“WL. Praife waiteth for thee, O God, in. Sion, 
st “Ww a as ‘farchi interprets 
it; and fo the Targum; whole Shekinab, or glo- 
riot$ Majefty, is in Sion; fee Pfal. \xxvi. 2. or 
elfe Sion, which: defigns:io-other than.the church 
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Yi 10. The righteous fhall be glad in the Lord, 
&c.] They rejoice at the vengeance executed on 
the wicked ; but then their joy centers in the Lord: 
it is not at the ruin of the wicked, fimply confider- 
ed, but becaufe of the glory of God’s juftice dif- 
played therein, and of his grace and mercy to them, 
They rejoice in the Lord; becaufe of what he is un- 
to them, and becaufe of what he has done for them ; 
becaufe of his righteoufnefs they are clothed with, 
from whence they are denominated righteous ones ; 
and becaufe of the falvation he has wrought out 
for them ; and they are the more affected with it, 
when they fee the calamities, woes and deftruction 
of wicked men; fee the note on Pfal. xxx. 11. 
And foail truft in bim ; whois known by hi8 judg- 
ments he executes on the wicked ; ahd the more he 
is known, be it in what way it will, the more is he 
trufted in, P/a/.ix. 10, 16, The Targum para- 
phrafes it, *¢ and fhall truft in his Word ;” either in 
his word of promife, or rather in his effential Word, 
Chrift. And ail the upright in heart fhall glory; not 
in men, nor in themfelves, nor in any creature, or 
creature-enjoyments; nor in their wifdom, ftrength, 
riches, nor righteoufnefs; but in Chrift, in his wif- 
dom, righteoufnefs and ftrength ; in whom all the 
feed of //rael are juftified and glory ; and in what 
he is tothem, and has done for them ; of the upright 
in heart, fee the note’ on P/a/. xxxii. 11. 


M LXV. 
pfalm and fong of David. 


of God, and which is fo called uhder the gofpel- 
difpenfation,, Heb. xii, 22. Rev, xiv. 1. is, the 
place’ where praifé waits for God, that béing the 
city of our folemnities, as well’as the city. of the 
great King; and not only a houfe of prayer but of 
praife, where the facrifices, both of prayer and 
praife, are offered to’ God through Chrift with 
acceptance: and praife may be faid to wait for 
him here, becaufe it is due to him here, as fome 
render it; on account of many bleffing’s and privi- 
leges of grace here enjoyed, through the word and 
ordinances; and becaufe the people of God wait 
upori him here with their tribute of praife, which _ 
is comely in them to bring, and is agreeable and 
acceptable to him; and becaufe it remains, abides, 
and continues here; or, in other words, the faints 
are continually praifing the Lord here, giving 

thanks to him always ‘for all things, P/a/. Ixxxiv. ~ 
4. Eph. v. 20. fome render the words prai/e is 
Jilent for thee*; becaufe there is no end of it, as 
JFarch obferves ; or becaufe of the greatnefs. of the 
works of the Lord, praife cannot réach him, as 
Ben Melech expreffes it. . The greateft fhouts, and. 
loudeft acclamations of praife, are but filence in 
comparifon of what ought, if it could be exprefied, 
on account of the nature, perfections, and works 
of God. The Zargum is, ¢* before thee praife is 
«¢ geputed as filence.”” In the king of Spain’s Bible 
it is, “ the praife of angels is reputed before thee 
‘* as filence;” perhaps it may be beft rendered, to 
thee belong, or are due, /ilence and praife*: there 
ought to be firft a filent and quiet waiting upon God 
for metcies wanted, and which he has promifed to 
give; -and when they are beftowed, praife fhould 
be rendered unto him. Guffetius® gives the fenfe of 
the words; and renders them,‘ praifes’ which is 
b de¥ wredgrig] CGC. - «thine 
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** thine image, which bears a likenefs to thee, fhall:| they,are effectually called by the grace of God, and 


“¢ be paid in Sion.” And unto thee fhall the vow be 


are juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and 


performed, that is, of praife and thankfulnels for-| fhall be glorified; or in time, for there is a choice ~ | 


deliverance and falvation, made ina time of trouble. 


and diftrefs ; fee Pfal, Ixvi. 13, 14. tari a 

x. 2. O thou that heareft prayer, &c.] Soas to 
‘anf{wer it fooner or Jater, in one way or another, 
and always in the fitteft time, and in the beft way ; 
fo as to fulfil the requefts, and fupply the wants 
of men, fo far as may be for their good, and God’s 
glory; which is a proof of the omniprefence, om- 
nifcience, and all-fufficiency of God ; who can hear 
the prayers of his people in all places at the fame 
time, and knows all their perfons and wants, and 
‘what is moft proper for them, and can and does 
fupply all their needs, and caufes all grace to abound 
‘towards them; and it alfo fhews his wondrous 
grace and condefcenfion, to liften to the cries, and 
regard the prayers of the poor and deftitute. Unto 
‘thee fhall_all fiefh come; being encouraged by the 
above character of him. All forts of perfons may 
come tohim; men of all nations, of every rank 
and degree, condition and circumftance,; there is 
no bar unto, nor bounds about the throne of grace ; 
the way to it lies open through the Mediator ; and 
all fenfible finners fhall, and do come thither, tho’ 
they are but fled, frail and mortal, corrupt and fin- 
ful creatures, and know themfelves to be fo ; and 


they that come aright come through Chrift, the. 


new and living way, in his name, and in the faith 
of him, and of being heard for his fake, and under 
the gracious influences of the fpirit of grace and 
fupplication: it may be confidered as a prophecy 
of the calling of the Gentiles, and of their calling 
upon God through Chrift, and of their coming to 
God in his houfe, which was to be, and is an houfe 
of Prayer to all people, Jai. Ivi, 7. Zech. viii. 21, 
223 23. 

¥. 3 Iniquities prevail againft me, &c.| _ Or are 
mightier than I“; this may be underftood, either 
of the iniquities of others, hisenemies; their words 
of iniquities' Or iniquitous words, as in the He- 
brew text; their calumnies, reproaches, falfe char- 
‘ges and accufations, which prevailed againft David 
in Saul’s court; or rather his own iniquities, in- 
‘ward lufts, indwelling fins, as well as open tranf- 
greffions, which he confiders as his enemies, as nu- 
‘merous and powerful, too mighty for him, which 
warred againft him, and fometimes got the afcen- 
dant of him, and threatened him with utter ruin 
and deftruction ; but amidft all this he {pies atone- 
ment and pardon through the blood and facrifice 
of Chrift, as follows. As for our tranfgreffions, 
thou foalt purge them away ; not only his own, but 
others, which Chrift has done by the facrifice of 
himfelf ; and when his blood is applied to the con- 
fcience of a fenfible finner, it purges it from all his 
fins, Heb. i, 3. and ix. 14. it may be rendered, 
thou fhalt expiate them, or make atonement for them* ; 
which Chrift, our propitiation, has done : this was 
the work appointed him, which he undertook, came 

into the world to do, andhas performed, Dan. ix, 
~ ‘24. Heb. ii, 17. and ix. 26. or thou Jhalt cover 
them; with the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift ; 
or forgive them for the fake of them, P/al. xxxii. 


Ee 

¥. 4. Blefed is the man whom thou choo/eft, 
é&c.} ‘In eternity; both to grace and glory; for 
fuch have true faith in Chrift given them, called 
the faith of God’s elect, and fhall never perifh: 


b 93 pre me, Muis, Michaelis. 
Ainfworth. v 


‘Deut. x. 17, 21. Pfal. evi. 21, 22. 2 


in time, as the fruit, effect, and evidence of the 
eternal choice, and is no other than effectual voca- 
tion; fee Fobu xv. 19. 1 Cor. i, 26. and happy are 
thofe who are both chofen and called ; both elec- 
tion and vocation are to grace and glory, and fpring 
from the good-will and pleafure of God; and the 
Targum in the king of Spain’s Bible is, * blefled 
‘© isthe man in whom thou art well-pleafed.’’ 
And caufeft to approach unto thee; the fame Zar- 
gum {upplies ‘* unto the fear of thee;” or unto 
thy fear and worfhip. The perfons whom God has 
chofen for himfelf are, in their ftate of nature, at 
a diftance from him by reafon of fin ; and thro’ the 
blood and facrifice of Chrift, by which atonement is 
made, they are brought nigh to him; and in the faith 
of Chrift the Mediator, their hearts are engaged to 
approach unto God, and come with boldnefs to his 
throne, and afk grace and mercy of him; and thro’the 
grace of Chrift they have nearnefs to him, and com- 
munion with him, Eps. ii. 13, 18, and iii. 12. That 
be may dwell in thy courts; or he foall dwell’; the 
man that is chofen of God, and brought nigh by 
Chrift ; he fhall not only come into the houfe of 
God, and tread in his courts, but he fhall dwell 
there, ever abide, and never go out. We fhall be 
fatisfied with the goodnefs of thy boufe; even all that 
are like this man, chofen by the grace of God, re- 
deemed by the blood of Chrift, brought into the 
houfe of God, and have a place and a name there, 
better than that of fons and daughters of men: by 
the houfe of God we are to underftand the church 
of God; and by the goodne/s of it, the provifions 
of grace in it, the word and ordinances, and the 
bleffings of grace held forth in them, and efpe- 
cially Chrift the bread of life, whofe flefh is meat 
indeed, and whofe blood is drink indeed; of which 
true believers may eat, and do to full fatisfaction ; 
and bleffed are they that have fuch food, and ap- 
petites for it, and are filled with it. The Targum 
paraphrafes it, ** the righteous fhall fay, we fhall 
<< be fatisfied with the goodnefs of thy houfe.” Ie 
follows, Even of thy boly temple; which means 
the fame as the houfe of God ; namely, the church ; 
fee Eph. ii, 21. Some, as Aben Ezra obferves, 
interpret it, thou holy One in thy temple; as if it 
was an addrefs to God, and a defcription of him as 
in his temple. . 

¥. 5. By terrible things in Heng” wilt thou 
anfwer us, &c.) Not by affiictive difpenfations 
of providence, which, though difagreeable to flefh 
and blood, and are fometimes terrible to good men, 
when they apprehend the wrath of God in them, 
and look upon. them as punifhments for fins yet 
thefe are confiftent with the love of God to them, 
are for their fpiritual good, and when viewed in 
this light, they rejoice and glory in them ; ye ; 
afflictions are not prayed for, nor to be praye for, 
there being no direction for it, nor example of it. 
they cannot be confidered as anfwers of prays 
but the Lord anfwers his people in this way 
inflicting judgments on their enemies: by fuc 


fea in ‘the wildernefs, and in the land 
and in this way. will he anfwer his peo 
ftruétion of Antichrift and his followe 
g. and xvi. 6. and xviii, 8. and xi 
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‘ 
over, by terrible things may be meant things ftu- 
ge marvellous, and even miraculous ; and 
y fuch things does God fometimes anfwer his peo- 
ple, in deftroying their enemies and faving them ; 
and which are fo called, becaufe they injeét horror: 
and terror into their enemies, and fill them with 
fear and reverence of God : and which are done in 
righteoufne/s ; in faithfulnefs to his promifes made 
to his people ; in the exercife of his vindictive juf- 
tice upon their enemies ; in goodnefs, grace, and 
mercy to them, as righteoufne/s fometimes figni- 
fies, asin P/a/.li. 14. and not for their righteouf- 
nefs, who do not prefent their fupplications to him 
for the fake of that; but for the righteoufnefs of 
his Son, for the fake of which they are heard and 
anfwered. O God of our falvation ; not only tem- 
poral, but fpiritual and eternal ; which he has re- 
folved upon, and chofe his people to, and has fet- 
tled the way and manner of, in which it fhould be 
brought about; has fecured it in covenant for them, 
promifed it in his word, fent his Son to obtain it, 
and his Spirit to give knowledge, and make appli- 
cation of it; and from this character of his, and 
the concern he has in falvation, it may be conclud- 
ed he will anfwer the prayers of his people for 
their good. Who art the confidence of all the ends 
of the earth; of all that dwell upon the continent, 
to the uttermoft parts of the habitable world. And 
of them that are afar off wpon the fea; not only in 
fhips upon the fea, but upon iflands in the fea; and 
fo the Zargum, “and of the iflands of the fea, 
<¢ which are afar off from the dry land,” and 
Kimchi and Ben Mélech interpret it in the fame 
manner; fuch as are the ifles in which we live : 
this feems to refer to gofpel-times, in which the 
Lord is not only the confidence or hope of Ijrael, 
but of the Gentiles alfo ; who are encouraged to 
hope in the Lord, and put their confidence in him, 
feeing with him there is forgiving mercy, and plen- 
teous redemption; hath appointed Chrift to be his 
falvation to the ends of the earths has fent his gofpel 
into all the world declaring this; and Chrift in it en- 
courages all the ends of the earth to look unto him for 
falvation ; and multitudes upon the continent, and 
in different ifles, have been enabled to hope in him. 
¥. 6. Which by bis ftrength fetteth fast the moun- 
tains, &c.] In the firft creation and formation of 
them, when they were fettled on their bafis fo firm- 
ly that they are rarely removed, and when they 
are, it is fomething extraordinary. Some under- 
ftand this of the Lord’s preparing the mountains 
with the rain of his ftrength, for the bringing forth 
of herbs and grafs for the fervice of man and beatt, 
and of his adorning them with trees; and the Zar- 
gum is, “ who prepareft food for the wild goats of 
the mountains ;” others interpret them of king- 
doms and communities, comparable to mountains, 
er. li. 25. Zech. iv. 7. Rev. xvii. g. but thefe 
‘are not fet faft, they are not firm and ftable, but in 
a courfe of time are removed, and give way to o- 
thers; rather the church of God is meant; fee J/a. 


ii. 2. where the fame phrafe is ufed as here; and 


mountains may fignify particular churches, or in- 
deed particular believers ; for all that truft in the 
Lord are like to mountains, P/al. cxxv. 1. and thefe 
are fet faft in the everlafting love of God, by which 
their mountain is made to ftand {trong ; in eterna] 
election, which is the foundation of God that 
ftands fure; in the covenant of grace,which is more 
immoveable than hills and mountains; and on 
Chrift the rock, againft whom the gates of hell 
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can never prevail; and who are fo eftablifhed, fet- 
tled, and kept by the power of God, that they 
cannot be removed by the moft boifterous ftorms 
and winds of the world’s perfecutions, Satan’s temp- 
tations, or their own fins and corruptions. Being 
girded with power; not the mountains, but God 
himfelf ; whofe power, like himfelf, is infinite, and 
appears in the works of his hands, of nature, pro- 
vidence and grace: the allufion is toa mighty man 
girded for battle; or for the performance of great 
undertakings. 

¥. 7. Which fiilleth the noife of the feas, the noife 
of their waves, 8c.) By a word {peaking ; as our 
Lord did when here on earth, and which was a 
proof and evidence of his eternal power and God- 
head. Thefe figurative expreffions are interpreted 
by the next claufe. ,And the tumult of the people 
of wicked. men, who foam and rage againft the 
people of God, and are liké a troubled fea that can- 
not reft,; but God can fay to thefe proud waters, 
which threaten to go over their fouls, Peace, be 
ftill; he can ftop their oppofition, quell their in- 
furrections, reftrain their wrath, and make them 
peaceable and quiet ; wherefore the faints have no 
reafon to be afraid of them, P/a/. xlvi. 2, 3. and 
Ixxvi. 10, and cxxiv. 15. 

y¥. 8. They alfo that dwell in the uttermoft parts 
are afraid at thy tokens, &c.| The tokens of his 
wrath and difpleafure at wicked men, feen ‘in the 
punifhments inflicted on them, which caufe them 
to fear and tremble. Some interpret them of the 
fun, moon, and ftars, which are fet for /igus, as 
the word™ ufed fignifies; and-which declare the 
glory of God to the uttermoft parts of the earth, 
and ftrike men with awe and reverence of him; 
and others of thunder and lightning, which are 
fometimes very dreadful and terrible. Moreover, 
the word * fignifies figns and wonders, marvelous 
things, miraculous operations ; and may be under 
ftood of thofe that were wrought in the firft times 
of the gofpel, for the confirmation of it; fome of 
which were wrought in the uttermoft parts of the 
earth 3 or however, were heard of there and believ- 
ed ; which caufed them to receive the gofpel with 
all reverence, not as the word of man, but as the 
word of God. Thou makeft the outgoings of the 
morning and of the evening to rejoice; fome inter- 
pret this of the morning and evening-facrifices ; 
others of the fun that goes forth in the morning, 
and rejoices as a ftrong man to run his race, and 
of the moon and ftars that appear in the evening, 
and both give pleafure and delight to the inhabi- 
tants of the earth ; others of men who goforth in the 
morning chearfully to their labour, and of the beafts 
that go out in the evening to feek their prey, P/al. 
xix. 5. and civ. 20——23. but it feems better to un- 
derftand it the rifing of. the ftars before the fun 
in the morning, and the appearance of them after 
the moon is up in the evening ; or of the rifing 
and fetting fun; of the eaft and weft, which in- 
clude the whole world, and the inhabitants of it; 
who are made to rejoice at the coming of the 
gofpel among them, which brings the good news 
and glad tidings of peace, pardon, righteoufhefs 
and falvation by Chrift, whereby his name be- 
comes great, and is praifed among the Gentiles ; 
fee Mal. i. 11. 

¥. 9. Thou vifiteft. the earth, and wateref. it, 
&c.] So the Lord looked upon the earth, quick- 
ly after its formation, before rain came upon it, 
and he watered the whole face of the ground, Gen. 

ii, 

® A fignis é& prodigiis tuis, Michaelis, 
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«the preaching of the gofpel ‘by his apoftles, whofe 
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ii. 5, 6. fo he cared for the land of ‘Fudea in parti- 


cular, atid-watered it with che rain of} ‘heaven, Deut, 
exinaiy¥20 fee 2 Sam xxi. 114. to which fome 


waters the whole earth in’ general, at certain times 
and feafonsy ‘A#sxiv. 16, 17/ this may be: applied. 
ftosthe charch and people. of God in eo{pel* times, 
-who aréhis hufbandry, and the good ground on 
ewhichi the! feed falls and is received, and - brings, 
forth frait'; aid aré comparable to the ‘earth that 
drinks in the rain that comes oft’ upon it, and 
“brings‘forth herbs’ meet for thofe that drefs it, and 
receives a blefing from God, Heb. vi. 7. thus the, 
Lord wifited his people, by the miffion of his Son 
to redeem them, whofe ‘coming was as ‘the rain, 
the’ forimef ‘and latter ‘to the earth; ‘Luke i. 68, 
78.0 Hof..vid 3. fo he vifited-the Gentile world, by 


doétiinés “dropped as the rain, and diftifled as the 
dew and fmall rain on the tender herb, and as fhow- 
‘ers,on the grafs ; and fo made a wildernefs a pool 
of watér, and the dry land {prings of water, és 
xv.) 14. Deut. xxxii. 2. J/a. xl. 18. and in like 
manner ‘hé vifits particular’ perfons in converfion, 
and watérs ‘them with:the eraces of his’ Spitit, by 
which he regenerates,” quickens, and’ fanctifies| 
thein,: wand makes them fruitful,® Tf. Xliv.°3. ‘Fobn 
ili. 5. “andviv. 14, and vir. 37, 38. Thou greatly, 
enritheft it with the river of God, which ‘7s “eal! of 
water; not Shiloab nor Fordan; but the clouds 
‘which are! fall of rain, which -falling ‘upon the 
‘earthy. ‘impregnate it with rich particles, ‘which 
‘make‘it very fertile and fruitful ;° fo the Targum, 

«witha multitude of fruits thou’ enitichelt i it out, 
<soof the Aivér of God) which is in heaven, which) 
“6: ig :full/oflrain :” this may myftically’ denote the 
riverof God’s everlafting love,“ which is full-of the. 
bleiivigs® ofegrace, and which'flowing upon his peo- 

ples: thakes'them fruitful, ‘and enriches them: with 
the Piches °6F ‘grace atid gslorys fee P/al. xlvi. 4. 

‘Thom pr evarep them corn, when thou haft fo provided 
for iP; Or 'becaufe thot bajt Jo prepared it; chat is, 

thé’ earth being difpoféd‘and prepared by ithe Lord, 

watered ‘aad enriched withthe rain of heaven, pro- 
‘duces C6fn dn great plentyfor the inhabitants of the 
earth }2which may “fpiritually ‘defign’ either the’ 
fruitfuliels of the faints, whole hearts are difpofed 
and prepared: by “thé erace‘of God to ‘receive’ the | 
feed of theword, ‘which brings forth: fruitin them ; 
or the biead- corn, that wheat ‘of the “gofpel, and 
Chrift the-fum “and fubftance of it, which is of 
God’s' _prépatine for his people, and: by: which | 
they are bi = and nade comfoptable's ‘fee 
Zech, fx) x5)" wr ; 

Sh OP bow’ Dito Bi ili thereof sade. 
ly,’ 86ci °° Kimchi calls" therh” the eminencés of. the 

earthy thé little’ hills, ‘the higher parts.of ploughed | 
land ;“thofeowhich ie between furrow and’ furtow 
feem' to be“méant, whith being watered with rain 
become lowe?” and are?made fruitful ; thele fy | 
denote fuch'as' die lifted” up with ‘theit Own imagi- 
nary putity and righteoufnels 5 and who, when the. 
grace of God-takes hold upon them, are humbled, 

and'¢onfeb themfelves the chief of finners, ahd the. 
jealt SF faints, fenounices their own righteoutnels, 
and fabmit tol Chrift’s. Shou settler the furrows | t 
cherdof s or thou cafe the rain.to defcend into, the 
furrows thereof? which fills chem, and makes them 
fraitfald and may defign humble'fouls, whom the 
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repeated, it is fo hard, that no impreffions can 


Phixv.y.1 siljam | 
fruitful in every’ good ‘work. Thou makef he 


with foowers 5 ; which through drought is become _ 
like iron and brafs, and, without large and hea- 
think Lebeivcnce’ is had héte; and fo he ‘vilits and} 


fhowers, as the word * ufed fignifies, and th 


fuch is the hard heart of man, which God 0 
can make foft by the means of his word, throt 


made upon it, nor any thing fpring out of i its ly 
the energy of his Spirit, and the efficacy of his gr race 5, 


| which coming in great abundance, like large fhow- 


ers of rain, removes the hardnefs of the heart, makes ; 
it fufceptible of divine impreffions, and of yeni se 
ing the feed of the word, whereby it becom 
fruitful. Thou blefeft the Jpringing thereof 
tender blade, when it firft peeps out of the earths 
this the Lord nourifhes and cherifhes ; he preferves 
it from the nipping frofts, by covering it wi 
fhow; he waters it with the dews of heaven, and 
warms it with the beams of the fun; he caufes it 

to grow, and brings it to perfection: fo the Lo 4 
takes preat notice “of the fpringing and buddin 
forth of grace, of the firft acts and exercifes of it in 
young converts, and takes care of them; and as 


he will not hurt them himfelf, nor break the bruif- 


ed reed, nor quench the fmoaking flax 5, fo he takes 
care that others fhould not ; fee nO ai. vi. 1. -V i. 
11. and ii. 15. he gives them more grace, and 
ftrengthens what they have ; caufes it to,grow, and 
brings it onto perfection. - The word here ufedis 
thé fame by. which Chrift, the branch, is year a 
Zech, hii. 8. and vi. 12. and. as the Lord has ble 
ed him with the bleflings of goodnefs ; fo he blefles 
all the ae sa which: are in him, Jol, XV. 45 ‘5 
Eph, i. . 
Ae + “Thott crownet the year with iby goodneliy 
&c.] The whole circling year, from one end 
it to the other ; particularly t that feafon of i it wh 
the harveft is gathered in; the feed bein fe fow 
the earth Maple the Haier e of. it blefied, eI 
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deemed, the whole gohel cies on, a Tt Z, 
and xii. 4. in certain feafons and petiods ‘of which 
there have been great, gatherings of fouls to Chrift’; 
at the firft of i it multitudes were converted in 7u- 
dea, and in the Gentile world, which. were the firft- 
froits of the Spirit; andi in ut ages there haye been 
more or lefs inftances of this kind and in the latter 
day there will be a large | harveft, when the Jews 
will, be’ converted, and: the futhels of the Gentiles 
brought in. 4nd "thy paths drop fatnefs; the hea- 
ae Farchi interprets it; or Tanabe as 
Kimchi, which are the chariots and horfes of God, 
in whieh he rides, and’ are. the duft of his feet; 
Pfal, civ. 3. Hab. iii. 15. Nab. i. 3. and. th 
drop _ down rain upon the earth, and ng iy 
and flourifhing ; sand may myftically defign’ oan 
ftration of the gofpel, and | the agminiiahge 
dinances ; “which ieee e paths is in which. 
goes forth t to his peop! and direéts them to, a kin, 
and in which he meets t thet with a fulnels « of eff 
| ings, ahd: fatisfies them ; as ‘ith marrow and fatne 
ye Age » 18, drop upon ‘the. Riedie: ¢ 
} As well asu the pl loughed . 7 
rd" ince into a fruitful elds * Pe a) 
thé Genti eworld, whithe or the go We 
Chrift, and preached be A “pil 
dc ines dropped as sthe r rain, ane Ne 
ih As 


nefs 


Boi) ae ie yids ‘good things, and makes them | 


: 


5 
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falcos ejus, Vatablus, > 93972 guttis grandioribus, Pifcator. e it yee a 


thing, | whereunto at _were 


Pfixvi. y. T,2. - 
wildernefs as the garden of God. And the little 
bills rejoice on every fide; or joy girds the bills; or 
they are girded with joy*; or gird themfelves: with 
joy, asthe Targum ; being covered on all fides with 
grafs, herbs and trees : thefe may denote the church- 
es of Chrift, and little hills of Sion, who rejoice 
. ‘when the intereft of Chrift fourifhes, P/al. Ixviii. 
14, 15. and Xiv. 7. 

y. 13. The paftures are clothed with flocks, 8zc.] 
Of fheep, which are fo thick, that there is fcarce 
any thing to be feen upon the paftures but them ; 
which look as if they were clothed with them : 
thefe may intend the multitude of converts, figni- 
fied by the flocks of Kedar, and rams of Nebaioth ; 
which gathering about the church, and joining to 
her, fhe clothes herfelf with them as with an orna- 
ment, J/a. Ix. 7, 8. and xlix. 18. it may be ren- 
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dered the rams clothe, or cover the flocks *; or the 
flocks are clothed, or covered with the rams, as 
expreflive of their copulation with them; and fo 
the Targum, ‘* the rams afcend upon the flocks ;”” 
which fenfe is favoured by the Septuagint, Vulgate 
Latin, Ethiopic, and Arabic verfions. The valleys 
alfo are covered over with corn; being made very 
fruitful with the rain, and bringing forth in great 
abundance ; fo humble fouls are the moft fruitful 
ones. They fhout for joy, they alfo fing ; that is, the 
paftures, hills and valleys, being laden with all 
kind of fruit for the ufe of man and beaft, for ne- 
ceffity and pleafure; which occafion joy to thé in- 
habitants of the earth: this may be expreflive of 
the joy that will be among men, when the intereft 
of Chrift: will be in a more flourifhing condition 
in the latter day ; fee J/ai. xlix. 13. and lv.g—13. 


LXVI. 


To the chief mufician, A fong or pfalm. 


HIS pfalm does not bear the name of Da- 

vid in the title of it, yet is generally thought 
to be one of his; but beeaufe the plural number is 
ufed in it, which is not fo common in David's 
pfalms, Aben Ezra is of opinion, it is not his, 
but wrote by the fingers. This is not a fufficient ob- 
jection : and befides, from y.13. to the end, the 
fingular number is ufed. The Arabic verfion a- 
feribes it to David, and that verfion makes: the 
fubjeét- matter of it to be concerning the refurrection ; 
as do the Septuagint, Ethiopic, and Vulgate: Latin 
verfions. The title of the Syriac verfion is, ‘* con- 
‘© cerning facrifices and burnt-offerings, and the 
«© incenfe of rams; the fpiritual fenfe intimates 
“* to us the calling of the Gentiles, and the preach- 
<* ing, 7. e, of the gofpel;” which comes neareft 
the truth: for the pfalm refpeéts gofpel-times, 
and the church of Chrift under the New Tefta- 
‘ment, fpread throughout the world, and efpecially 
as it will be in the latter day; fee ¥. 1, 4. and'fo 
in Yalkut Simeont on the pfalm,. it'is faid to be a 
pfalm for time to come, and'agrees with Zeph, iii. 
‘9. 1 will turwto the people a pure language, 8c. 
Kimchi fays, it isa pfalm concerning the gathering 
of the captives of I/racl; and fo'Farchi and Obadi- 
ab expound it; and Theodoret fays, David wrote 
this pfalm for the captives in Babylon. .) 


z. 


y.1. Make a joyful noife unto God, 8c.) The. 
Creator of the ends of the earth 5 the Provider for 
all his creatures; and the Difpenfer of. the bleffings 
of grace, under the gofpel-difpenfation, to men'in 
‘all countries. -The Meffiah may wellibe thought: 


to be intended, ‘fince the pfalm refers to gofpel-' 


times’; who is God over all, bleffed for ever 5. to! 
‘whom a joyful noife, fhouts and acclamations, are 
‘to be made by all his fubjeéts, ‘true® believers in’ 
him, in all lands, as to their King 5 fee Num. xxiii. 
‘212 who is afcended on high, has led ‘captivity cap- 
‘tive; received gifts for men, and gives them t 

‘them ; is enthroned on his Father’s right hand, is’ 
‘crowned with glory and honour ; ‘where he reigns, 
‘and muft reign, till all enemies are put under: his 
“feet ; when his kingdom will be from fea to fea, 
‘and from the river to the ends of the earth: and 
‘upon the deftruétion of his enemies, and the en 


Jargement ef-his kingdom in,the-latter day, ,voices | 


m5, MIVINN Mp2 924 collefque exultatione accinguntur, Tigurine verfion, Junius& Tre 
i 29° SMA HPbOby Sept,: arietes, L. 3 o¥ a 
> 


accinxerunt fe, Pagninus ; accingent fe, Montanus. 


will be heard in heaven, the church ; and fuch joy- 
ful noifes as are here exhorted and directed to, 
Rev. xix. 1-7. and xi. 15,16, 17. and xv, 3,4. 
Moreover, fuch acclamations are fuitable to him, 
as a victorious conqueror ;, who; at his death, over- 
came fin, Satan, the world, and death itfelf; and 
by the miniftry of the gofpel, went forth conquer- 
ing, and to conquer; and has fubdued many peo- 
ple in all mations, and caufed his minifters to tri- 
umph in him in every place 5, and who, by his Spi- 
rit and grace, ftill continues to bring {fouls to a fub- 
jection to him, to difpoflefs Satan from them, to 
fet_up his throne in their hearts, and reign there, 
and to make them more than conquerors through 


| himfelf that has loved them: of which there will 


be more numerous inftances in the latter day; and . 
all fuch are under great obligations to make a joy- 
ful noife unto him, or to exprefs.their joy and 
thankfulnefs in loud finging of his praifes. » 4/7 ye 
lands 5 that is, all the inhabitants of the earth, as 
the Largum 3 not Fudea, to which fome reftrain it, 
but the whole earth: for Chrift is the Saviour of 
fome, in all countries, of the children, of God, that 
are fcattered abroad throughout the whole world, 
for whom he is a propitiation, The gofpel has 
been’ fent to all nations, and preached to every 
creature; fome in all lands have been converted, 
and made partakers of the bleflings and privileges 


_of the gofpel, and therefore have reafon to be glad 


and make a joyful noife; and the more fo, inaf- 
much 4s they were in a ftate of great darknefs and 
ignorance before, without Chrift, without hope, and 
without God in the world. , Hy iii 
y¥.2. Sing forth the honour of his, name, &c.} 
Meaning not any particular names of the Meffiah, 
fuch as in J/a. ix. 6, and vii. 14. or his name. Fe- 
us, a Saviour ; though they are all. honourable and 
glorious, and furnifh out fufficient matter, for a 
fong: but rather that, by which he was made 
known. to the fons of men, his gofpel; fee 4s 


‘ix. 15... Which is a glorious gofpel ; the truths of 


which may be exprefied in a fong of praife, | to.the 
honour and glory of Chrift, and to the inftruction 
and profitof men, Coloff, iii. 16... Or rather, Chrift 
himfelf is meant; his name often defigns himéfelf, 


«|| Matt. xii. 21. Pfal.ix. 10. Prov. xviii. 10. There 


is a glory.that is due unto him, and, ought. to, be 
‘ .. given 
Hius, Pifcator; fo Ainfworth; 


' manner. 
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given him; which is done when all divine perfec- 
tions and works are afcribed to him, divine wor- 
fhip is paid him, and the glory of falvation given 
him; which may be done in pfalms, hymns, and 
fpiritual fongs. Make bis praife glorious ; let the 
high praifes of him be in your mouths ; give him 
the moft excellent praife; praife him in the beft 
This is done when we fing his praife 
with grace in our hearts in exercife; when we 
with one mind and mouth glorify him; and when 
we honour him, the Son, as we honour the Fa- 
ther. 

¥. 3. Say unto God, &c.] Or, concerning God *, 
as fome; or, before God, as the Targum; fay to 
him as follows, in pfalms and hymns of praife: 
How terrible art thou in thy works! or reverend”! 
to be feared and reverenced with a godly fear on 
account of them; fuch as the works of nature and 
providence, which are ftupendous and marvellous, 
fearfully and wonderfully wrought; and efpecially 
thofe of grace and redemption, in which the good- 
nefs of Chrift is manifeft, and for which he is to be 
feared : unlefs rather his judgments upon his ene- 
mies are here meant ; who, though he is a Lamb 
to his own people, is the Lion of the tribe of Fu- 
‘dab to them, whom he will break in pieces as a 
‘potter’s veffel. It may be read, bow serrible, or 
tremendous, is every one of thy works; fo Aben 
Ezra, and alfo Farchi, who interprets the next 
claufe, Through the greatne/s of thy power, thus, 
*¢ when thou fheweft to the world thy power, by 
«« the peftilence, or fword, or famine, or light- 
“* nings 3” Shall thine enemies fubmit them/felves 
unto thee ; in a lying, flattering and deceitful man- 
ner, as the word ™ here ufed fignifies ; fee the note 
on Pfal. xviii. 44. or as the above interpreters, 
«¢ they fhall, through the greatnefs of fear, confefs 
“¢ the lies and tranfgreffions they have committed.” 
It will be a forced, and not a free confeffion and 
fubmiffion; Chrift’s enemies, whether they will or 
- no, will be obliged to own that he is Lord, to the 

‘glory of God the Father, Péil. ii. ro, r1. 


y. 4. All the earth foall worfbip thee, &c.] The 


Meffiah, who is equal with God ; the Creator of 
men ; the Redeemer of his people; the Head of the 
church, and King of faints; their Lord, and there- 
fore to be worfhipped; with internal worfhip, in 
the exercife of faith, hope and love; and-with ex- 
ternal worfhip, in the word and ordinances, by 
prayer and praife, public and private. This uni- 
ver{al worfhip that will be yielded him, will be in 
‘the latter day ; which fhews that this pfalm refpects 
thofe times, when Chrift fhall be King over all the 
earth, and his name, worfhip and religion one, 
Zech. xiv. 9,16. Rev. xv. 4. And fhall fing unto 
thee ; the fong of Mo/es and the Lamb, the Lamb’s 
new fong, the fong of redeeming grace; which 
none but the redeemed ever can fing aright, 
Rev. xiv. 3. and xv. 3. They foall fing to thy 
name; or, they fhail, or let them fing thy name*, 
thou ‘fhalt ‘be the fubject of their fong; thy per- 
fon, offices, kingdom, grace and glory: or they 
“fhall fing to the honour of thy name, as in y. 2, 
Selab ; of this word, fee the note on P/a/. iii: 2, 

¥. 5. Come and fee the works of God, &c.) Of 
the Meffiah, God manifeft in the flefh ; thofe di- 
vine works which he did when here on earth ; his 
miraculous works, which were proofs of his Deity 
and Meffiahfhip ; his preaching the gofpel, in fo 
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divine a manner as never man did; his works of 
obedience to the law, which were pure and per- 
fect ; the everlafting righteoufnefs he wrought out 
for the juftification of his people; and the great 
work of redemption and falvation finifhed by him, 
which none but God could ever have fected, 
This is an invitation to the inhabitants of all lands, 
where the gofpel fhould come with power, to take 
notice of and confider thefe works of Chrift, and 
the glory of his might, wifdom and grace in them, 
in order to engage them to fing his praife’ He is 
terrible in his doing toward the children of men; in 
his vengeance on the Jews, for difbelieving and 
rejecting him 3 in deftroying Antichrift, and pour- 
ing out the vials of his wrath on the antichriftian 
ftates ; and in the everlafting damnation of the 
wicked. So that as his other works in the former 
claufe defign thofe of grace, this doing of his re- 
fpeéts his work, his ftrange work of judgment on 
his enemies ; on account of which he is terrible to 
them, and reverenced by his people. 

¥. 6. He turned the fea into dry land, 8c.) The 
Red-fea, or fea of Suph, as the Targum; by cauf- 
ing a ftrong eaft wind to blow, which made it dry, 
fo that the children of J/rae/ paffed through it on 
dry ground, Exod. xiv,.21, 22. Or be turneih’ ; 
for tho’ the allufion is to the making the Red-fea 
dry land, when the J/raelites paffed through it 5 
yet it refers to fomething to be done in the times 
of Chrift and the gofpel-difpenfation. So Chrift 
might be faid to do this literally, when he walked 
upon the fea of Galilee as on dry land, and ena- 
bled Peter to do fo likewife, Matt. xiv. 25, 29. 
and figuratively, when he makes his people walk 
thro’ the fea of this world, and the waters of afflic- 
tions in it, without overflowing them. He is with 
them, bears them up, and upholds them with his 
right hand; fo that they pafs on, as on dry land, 
till they come fafe to the fhores of blifs and happi- 
nefs. They went through the flood on foot; or ri- 
ver”; the river Jordan, as the Targum: for this 
alludes not to the paflage of the J/raelites through 
the fea, but through Yordan, when they entred in- 
to the land of Canaan, Johh. iii. 17. The words 
may be rendered according to Kimchi, ‘they thall 
‘¢ pafs thro’ the river on foot ;” the Targum adds, 
‘* the children of J/rael ;” fo the Septuagint, Vul- 
gate Latin, Ethiopic and Arabic verfions.. Such 
things are faid in prophecy concerning the le 
of Cod in future ead fee Ifa. tote: i. hh 
li. 10, 11. So the river Euphrates thall be dried 
up, to make way for the kings of the eaft, Rev. 
xvi. 12. There did we rejoice in him; ftill allud- 
ing to the above cafes, when J/rae/ paffed through 
the Red-fea, and fung praife to God; and went 
through Fordan, and fet up ftones of memorial, 
Exod. xv. 1. Fofh. iv. 6,7. Or, there {hall we. re- 
joice in bim, fo the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, E- 
thiopic, Syriac and Arabic verfions; only the latter _ 
reads in the fingular, bé foall rejoice. The Zar- — 
gum is; ** I will lead them tothe mountain 
‘© of his holinefs, there fhall we rejoice in his 
‘word :”? in the effential Word, the Meffiah, .as 
the, faints do rejoice in him in his houfe, und 
his word and ordinances; when they fee the falva- 
tion wrought out by him, and their intereft in it 
the righteoufnefs he has brought in, and themfelves 
clothed with it; pardon procured by him, and that 
applied to them; and when they are favoured with 


$2" a fight -- 


=r) reverendus, 
pn 


a fight of him, and communion with him; fo will 
they rejoice in him, when the marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and the bride is. ready 3 when Antichrift 


fhall be deftroyed, and they fhall have got the vic- | 


tory over him ; then they fhall ftand on the fea of 
glafs, and there fhall they fing the fong of Mojes 
and of the Lamb, Rev. xix. 7, 8; and xviii. 20. 
and xv. 2, 3. and when they fhall have got thro’ 
all their difficulties fafe to heaven ; there fhall 
they rejoice in Chrift, and with him to all eter- 
nity. pein 

y 7. He ruleth by bis power for ever, 8c.) 
Chrift is the Ruler in J/rae/, King over his holy 
hill of Zion; who mutt reign till all enemies are 
put under his feet. He rules in the kingdom of na- 
ture and providence by his power, and does what- 
foever he pleafes; nor can any ftay his hand. He 
rules in the kingdom of grace, in the hearts of his 
people, by his efficacious grace ; which makes them 
willing, in the day of his power, to be fubject to 
him; and in the latter day he will take to. himfelf 
his great power and reign, when he will be King 
for ever. His kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, 
it fhall never be fubverted nor ufurped ; nor will 
he in it be fucceeded by another 5 he will reign to 
the end of the world, throughout the thoufand 
years, with his faints on earth, and then with them 
in heaven for evermore: The Targum renders it, 
“ over the world; over the whole world; for 
Chrift will be King over all the earth in the latter 
day, Zech. xiv. 9. His eyes bebold the nations ; the 
antichriftian ftates. He fees all the idolatry and 
wickednefs committed in them ; and his eyes will 
be as flames of fire to deftroy them, when the time 
is come. The allufion is to God’s looking thro’ 
the pillar of fire and cloud upon the Egyptians in 
the Red fea, and troubling them, Exod. xiv, 24. 
Let not the rebellious exalt themfelves. Selah. that 
are rebels againft Chrift, would not have him to 
reign over them; Antichrift, who exalts. himfelf 
above all that is called God, and all his followers. 
Or, they fhail not exalt themfelves*: or, as the Far- 
gum, ‘* they fhall not be exalted in themfelves for 
* ever;” fee Rev. xviii. 7, 8. 

¥.8. O blefs our God, ye people, &c.| In all 
countries, that know the Lord and fear him; af- 
cribe bleffing, and honour and glory, to Chrift 
our God, ‘on account of his works, actions, per- 
feétions, kingdom and power; and becaufe of the 
deftruétion of thofe, who are rebels to his governs 
ment. And make the voice of bis praife to be heard, 
far and near, in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual 
fongs ; by fhoutings, and loud acclamations of joys 
fee Rev. xix. 5, 6. where Chrift is called our. God, 
and a like exhortation is made as here. Per 

¥. 9. Which boldeth our foul in life, 8c.) Or, 
putteth our foul in life, or among the living. Which 
is not to be underftood of infufing a living foul in 
man, nor of the prefervation of natural life, which 
is common to all men; but of appointing and or- 
daining them unto eternal life, as the Targum; 
and of procuring it for them by Chrift; and of 
implanting a principle of fpiritual life in them, by 
his Spirit and grace ; and of the prefervation of the 
_ principle of life, that it be not loft ; and of giving 
them a right and title to eternal life, and that it- 
felt: all which are-a fufficient reafon, and power- 
ful argument, to blefs our God, and praife his name. 
Ic follows : And fuffereth not our fees to be moved ; 


¢ ite 
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that is, not to be greatly moved; or if moved fo 
as to flip and fall, yet not fo as to fall finally and 
totally ; fee P/al. lv. 22, and Ivi. 12, 13. 

¥. 10. For thou, O God, haft proved us, &c.)} 
And by the experiment found them to be true and 
faithful ; to-have the truth of grace, and the root 
of the matter in them; not reprobate filver, or 
their grace counterfeit grace; but of the right kind, 
folid and fubftantial. Thou bajft tried us as filver 
| is tried ; in a furnace, where it is put and melted 
by the refiner, and purified from the drofs that at- 
tends it. Sothe Zargum, ‘+ thou haft purified us 
‘“< as the filverfimith purifieth the filver 5”? or tries 
it by melting and purifying it. Thus the Lord puts 
his people into the furnace of afflictions, and fits as 
a refiner and purifier of them; hereby he tries their 
graces, faith, patience, hope and love, their prine 
ciples and their profeflions ; refines their graces, 
and makes them more bright and illuftrious; re- 
moves their drofs and tin, and reforms their man- 
ners; and proves them to be good filver, and ap- 
proves of them, and efteems them as fuch, even as 
his peculiar treafure. From whence it appears, as 
well as from the following verfes, that afflictions 
are of God. that they are for the good of his peo- 
ple, and not their hurt; like filver they are put 
into. the fire of affliction, not to be deftroyed and 
loft, but to be purged and refined ; and that they 
are not in wrath, but in love: and this with what 
follows, may refpect the fufferings of the faints un- 
der Rome, pagan and papal; when Chrift’s feet, 
the members of his mydtical body, were like un~ 
to fine brafs, as if they burned. in a furnace ; when 
their graces were tried, their works were known, 
and their perfons proved and approved, Rev. i. 45+ 
and li. g, 10-13, 18, 19. fee Zech, xiii. 9. 

¥. 11. Thou broughteft us into the net, &c.) That 
is, fuffered them to be taken in the net of wicked 
men, which they laid and fpread for them; where- 
by they: were drawn either into bad principles or 
bad practices, or into ruinous circumftances ; tho? 
the Lord does not leave his own people there, but 
breaks the net or fnare, fooner or later, and they 
efcape ;\ fee Pfal. ix. 15. and x. g. and cxxiv, 6, 7. 
Jarchi interprets it of a ftrait place, as in a prifon; 
and which has often been literally true of the peo- 
ple of God, into which, though they have been 
caft by Satan, or by men. inftigated by him, yet, 
becaufe permitted by the Lord, it is afcribed to 
him, Rev. ii. 10, Thou laidft affiittion upon our 
loins; the Targum renders it a4 chain; the word fig- 
nifies any thing that is binding and preffing ; it 
feems to be a metaphor, taken from the binding of 
burdens upon the backs of any creatures,, Afflic- 
tions often lie heavy upon the faints, are very clofe 
| upon them, and prefs them fore, even, as they fome- 
times think, beyond meafure; though the Lord fup- 
ports them, and will not fuffer them to fink under 

mM, ; f : 

y. 12. Thou baft caufed men to ride over our beads, 
&c.J, Farchi, and Kimchi interpret ic of the kings 
and nations of the world ruling over J/rael; and 
may very well defign the heathen powers and an- 
tichriftian flates tyrannizing over Chriftian people. 
The word in the original text is fingular, a man ‘, 
a frail mortal man; and may be underftood of the 
man of fin and fon of perdition; who rides upon 
the heads of men, exalts himfelf above: all that is 
called God, and has exercifed dominion over the 
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faints in a moft Jawlefs and tyrannical manner. Vi- 
tringa, on Ifa. xliii. 2. interprets it of Antiochus E- 
piphanes, who was a type of Antichrift, and fup- 
pofes the following claufe to refer to the perfecu- 
tion of the church in his time. ‘The Targum ren- 
ders it, a lord of rebuke; that is, either one worthy 
of rebuke, as Antichrift is; or one that gives re- 
bukes, delivers out anathemas and excommunica- 
tions, as he does: though fome tranflate the words 
of the Targum, lords of ufury, ot ufurers, a title 
not unfit for the creatures of Antichrift. We went 


through fire and through water; through afflictions. 


compared to fire and water ; through fiery trials 
and overwhelming providences, though not de- 

ftroyed by them, becaufe the Lord was with them ; ; 
fee fa. xliti. 2. therefore they are faid to go thro’ 
them, not to abide in them; norto fink under 
them, and perifh by them: they went chearfully 
through them for Chrift’s fake, even the greateft 
hardfhips and difficulties, which this phrafe may 
be expreffive of. It may have a particular refer- 
ence to the fufferings of the faints in gofpel-times ; 
to the burning of the martyrs with fire and fag- 
got, who, like E/ijab, went up to heaven in a fiery 
chariot; and to the flood of waters caft out after 
thé woman, the church, by the dragon; fee Rev. i. 
15. and xii. 15,16. But thou broughteft us out in- 
to a wealthy place; the Targum is, into largene/s ; 
or into a large place; fee P/al. xvili. 19. and cxviii. 
5. This may intend either the ftate of the church 
upon the Reformation, or rather, as it will be in the 
latter day-glory ; when there will be a large fpread 
of the gofpel, and of the intereft of Chrift every 
where ; when the church will be enlarged with con- 
verts, and the members of it with the gifts and 
graces of the Spirit’; and’ which will be a ftate of 
great liberty and freedom in the worfhip of God, 
both inward and outward. The Septuagint verfion 
renders it, into refrefhment; {fo the Tigurine verfion, 
and Pifcator, as thofe times will be times of re- 
frefhing from the prefence of the Lord, which will 
be every where among his people, in his word and 
ordinances, and to a great degree; fee Aés iii. 19. 

The Arabic verfion, unto rest ; from’ adverfity, 
from ‘perftcution: for after this ftate takes place, 
there «willbe no more perfecution ;_ no more fines, 
imprifonment, racks, and torturing deathis, for the 
fake of Chrift and his gofpel. The word ufed fig- 
nifies a well watered place“, or land; fuch as was 
the land‘of Canaan, Deut: viii. 7, 8, 9. and fuch 
will be the ftate of the church in the latter day : the 
Spirit will be poured down like floods of water up- 
onthe dry ground; the doctrines of the gofpel will 
drop as the rain, and as fhowers upon the grafs ; 

the ordinances ‘of it will be as green paftures be- 
fide the ftill waters ; and every pelieva: will be as 
a watered garden, whofe fprings fail not; it will 
bea time of great’ plenty-and profperity'in  fpiri- 
tual things. “Ainfwor th renders it, to an abun- 
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out of all their troubles, and brought into a large, 
tree, plentiful, and comfortable condition, will 
come together into the place of public worthip, 
and there unite in their facrifices of praife to God 5 
will come and prefent them({elves as a whole burnt-. 
offering ‘to the Lords will come with hearts in- 
flamed with love to God and one another, which. 
is more than all whole burnt-offerings and. facrifi-. 
ces; Mark xii, 33. Iwill pay thee my vows ; thankf, 
givings iter in time of diftrefs, as follows; 
fee Pfal. 1, 

y. 14. Which my lips have uttered, &c.) Or 
opened* ; publickly and diftin@tly declared, and 
from whieh there is no going back; fee Fudg. Xi. 
33. And my mouth hath fpoken when I was in 
trouble; this refers to the time when the people of 
God were under antichriftian tyranny and bondage; 
and when they vowed and promifed, that if the 
Lord would deliver them, they would give him all 
Praife and glory. 

y. 15. I will offer unto thee burnt Sacrifices of fat- 
lings, &e. ]} Of the fatteft of the flock; that is, 
of the beft; fuch as /de/ offered, Gen. iv. 4. With 
the incenfe of rams; or rams with incenfe*; the 
Targum is, <* with fweet incenfe, the facrifice of 
rams ;’’ Kimchi interprets it of incenfe of the fat of 
rams. J will offer bullocks with goats. Selah. he 
propofed.to offer all kind of offerings, to thew gra- 
titude and thankfulnets for the fayours received ; 
by all which are meant the calves, or fruit of the 
lips, the facrifices of praife, thank{eiving to God, 
in the name of the whole church and people of God; 
fee Rev. X1X. 17, (091) 

y. 16. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 8ec.] 
Who have a reverential affection for him, and by 
whom he is worfhipped and ferved with reverence 
and godly fear; thefe have good things done for 
themfelves, and will glorify. God for what he does 
for others: thefe know the nature, worth, and va- 
lue of the good things the Lord does for the fouls 
of men, and hear them with pleafure and profit ; 
when to tell them to others, is cafting pearl before 
fwine, and giving that which is holy to dogs ; and 
therefore only fuch as fear the Lord are called upon 
to come and hear what follows: Farchi interprets 
this character of profelytes ; fee Aés xXiti. 26. dud 
I will declare what be bath done for my foul, not 
what he had done for God, or offered unto him, 
or fuffered for his fake; nor what God had done 
for his: body in the make and prefervation of it; 
but what he had done for his foul, and the falvation 
of that: what God the Father had done in fetting 
him apart for himfelf; in making a fure; well-or- — 
dered, and everlafting covenant with him in Chrifts - 
in bleffing him with all fpiritual bleffings in him; 
in providing for the redemption of his foul\by him ; 
in pardoning his fins, juftitying his perfon, adopt» 
ing him into his family, and regenerating, quick- 
ening; and fanctifying him: alfo what God the 


Son had done for him) in engaging tovaflume a : 
true body ‘and a ,eafohable foul on: his a o* 
and to:make that fouban offering, for-hisy in, and — 


thereby obtain for him eternal ned 
the falvation of his immortal foul. — or S 


dant ‘place’, {0° Géjeruss a place abounding with 
all good ‘things’: a wealthy one, as’ we tranflate it. 
And even ina literal fenfé, this will be the wealthy 
time of the church 5 when ‘kings fhall ‘come into 
it, “and bring their riches" ‘and honour there, and 


ufe them for the good*of it,’ J/a. xlix. 23. and lx. 
3,19) 165-17. and then’alfo will the faints be'enrich- 
ed with every gift, and be ich i in Bite and in all 
good works, : wet 
y¥er3. L-will go into aby bows swith burn-offer: 
ings,\8cc.] The pfalmift here perfonates the faints 
and Aaithivh in- thofe ‘Sie who being delivered 


a 09 wr irriguam, Pagninus, Montanus. 


God 'the Spirit had done:for him ; in quickenir 
and enlightening ‘his fouls in implanting p 
ples of grace and holinefs in it 5) in fhewit ; 
unto him, and bringing near his righteo) 
leading him. to him: for falvation and ocr 
in applying exceeding great and precious promifes 
to him, and peirtibend to him {uch on which af 
Ke eh atic oh 
e he Wiperinanines Pagina, Monians, Vai, Gem “ 


‘SN VIP Coy arietes cum incenfo, Gejerus ; fo Campenfis in ibid. AO) ph® 


Pf. lxvit. ¥.1,2. 


had caufed him to hope; in delivering him out of 
temptation and troubles, and in carrying on the 
work of his grace in him hitherto: thefe are things 
that are not to be concealed in a man’s breaft, but 
to be told to the church and people of God, to 
their joy and comfort, and to the glory of divine 
grace; fee Mark v.19. 

¥. 17. Icried unto him with my mouth, &c.] 
Crying defigns prayer, and fuppofes diftrefs ; and 
crying with the mouth denotes vocal, ardent and 
fervent prayer. And he was extolled with my tongue s 
at the fame time the pfalmift prayed for deliverance 
out of his diftrefles, he praifed God for the mer- 
cies he had received; and did, as the apoftle Pau/ 
directs, make known his requefts with thanfgiving, 
Phil. iv. 6. or be was exalted under my tongue ® ; 
that is, in his heart, as fome interpret it; his heart 
and his mouth went together; and out of the abun- 
dance of his heart his tongue {poke of the goodnefs, 
kindnefs, and mercy of Godtohim. The Zargum 
is, ‘* and his promife was under my tongue ;” and 
fo he was very different from a wicked \man, who 


keeps iniquity, under his tongue, as a {weet morfel, | 


Fob xx. 12. 

y. 18. If I regard iniquity in my beart, &c.) 
There was iniquity in his heart, as there is in every 
good man’s heart, and a great deal too; it is full 


of it; and it fhould be regarded in fome fenfe, fo. 


as to guard againft it, and pray tobe kept from 
it, that it may not break forth into action ; and fo 
as to loath it, abhor it, and be humbled for it; 
but not fo as to nourifh and cherifh it, to take de- 
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light and pleafure init: or if I look upon it®; as. 
it may be rendered; that. is, with approbation of . 
it, and fatisfaction in it, andordered his converfa- 
tion according to it; or acted the deceitful and 
hypocritical part in prayer; or had any evil inten- 
tion in his petitions, to confume on his lufts what 
he afked for. Tbe Lord will not hear me; for the 
Lord hears not finners that delight in fin, and live 
in it; neither profane finners nor hypocrites; fee 
Fobn ix. 31. Fob xxvii. 8, 9: 

¥. 19, But verily God hath heard me, &c.}. So 
that it was a plain cafe that he had not regarded ' 
iniquity in his heart; had not lived a vicious courfe 
of life, nor was an hypocrite ; otherwife God would 
not have heard his prayer; whereas he had, and 
which is confirmed in the following claufe. . He 
hath attended to the voice of my prayer, which is an 
inftance of the grace and condefcenfion of God, and 
fhewed in what high favour the pfalmift was with 
the Lord, and what regard he had unto him ; and 
therefore could not be the man his enemies repre- 
fented him to be, 

¥. 20. Bleffed be God, which hath not turned a- 
way my prayer, &c.] Has not been angry againft 
it, fhut it out, or covered himfelf. with a cloud, 
that it might not pafs through, which fometimes 
faints have complained of, P/al. Ixxx. 4. Lam. iii. 
8, 44. but gracioufly heard and received it. Nor 
his mercy from me tor that endures for ever, and 
is from everlafting to everlafting on them that fear 
the Lord, P/al. ciii. 17. all which require thank- 
fulnefs and praife, which is here given.. 


PSALM LXVIL 


To the chief mufician, on Neginoth, a pfalm or fong, 


Ccording to the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, A- 
rabic and Ethiopic verfions, this pfalm is a 
plalm of David, and very probably it was written 
by him, fince the fpirit and language of it agree 
with that fweet finger of Jfrael, though his name 
is not in the title; wherefore 4ben Ezra fays, we 
know not who compofed it; and fo the infcription 
of the Syriac verfion pronounces the fame uncertain ; 
which adds, ‘* the people fung it when they brought 
«© David over Fordan ;’ meaning after 4b/alom’s 
rebellion was over, 2 Sam. xix. 41. but what fol- 
lows better expreffes the occafion and intent of it 5 
«© but to us it intimates a prophecy in it concerning 
<< the calling of the Gentiles, and the preaching of 
“© the apoftles ; likewife concerning the judgments 
«© of the Lord :” and it feems indeed to breathe 
out the defires of the church after the coming of 
Chrift, and fpiritual bleffings by him, and the 
fpread of the gofpel among the Gentiles, as what 
would bring forth much fruit in the earth, and be 
the occafion of great joy. The ancient Jews! apply 
it ND? Wry to future time; the world to come, 
the times of the Meffiah :. and Kimchi underftands 
it of the gathering of the prefent captivity when 
the Meffiah comes, and of the deftruction of Gog 
dnd Magog. Of the word Neginotb; fee the note 
on the tide of P/al. iv. ‘ 


¥..1. God be merciful unto us, and blefs us, 8c.) 
That is, God of his unmerited mercy, of his rich 
grace and free favour, blefs us with the coming of 


his Son, the promifed feed, in whom all nations 
are to be blefied ; and with the bleflings of peace, 
pardon and righteoufnefs in him ; all which with 
him {pring from the tender mercy of God, the 
riches of his grace, and his great love; than which 
nothing could be more defirable to the Old Tefta- 
ment-faints, who were fhut up under the Law, un- 
til faith came ; and though children, they differed 
nothing from fervants, being in a ftate, and.under a, 
{pirit of bondage: for the pfalmift feems to perfo- 
nate the whole church under that difpenfation :. 
fome underftand the words as a prophecy, exprefs-. ' 
ing the certainty of what would be; and as the, 
words may be rendered, God will be merciful, or, 
gracious to us*, and he will blefs us; as he has pro-; 
mifed to do.. And caufe bis face to fhine upon us, 
Selah, that is, grant his gracious prefence, and the 
difcoveries of his love ; that he would favour with 
communion with himfelf through Chrift, andia 
greater knowledge of him in him ; or that he would 
caufe him, who is his face, his image, the bright-. 
nefs of his glory, to appear and fhine forth ; the, 
great light, the Sun of righteoufnefs, and day-, 
{pring from on high, that was to,arife and thine, 
upon the people of God. . The Targum is, ‘* and 
“ caufe the fplendor of his face to fhine with us 


“© always ;” there feems to be fome reference to 


the high-prieft’s form of bleffing in Numb. vi. 

24ume2.0. logs ve Ci ak 
¥.2. That thy way may be known upon earth, 
&c.] God’s way and method of grace, in the fal- 
vation 


; « 931W5 MMM fub lingua mea, Montanus, Tigurine verfion, Vatablus, Mufculus, Cocceius, Gejerus, Michaelis, 
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vation of finners; the contrivance of it in Chrift, 
the impetration of it by him, and the applica- 
tion of it by his Spirit; and the way of finners to 
him through Chrift, the way, the truth, and the 
life, the new and living way to the Father; and the 
way of life and falvation, which is of grace, and 
by Chrift alone; and the gofpel which points out 
this way, and is itfelf called the way of God, 4s 
Xviii. 25. together with the ordinances of it, which 
are ways of pleafantnefs, and paths of peace; all 
this was made known by the apoftles, and firft 
preachers of the gofpel ; not only in the land of Fu- 
dea, but throughout the whole earth. Thy faving 
health among all nations, or thy falvation; or thy 
Fefus'; whofe name fignifies a Saviour; and who 
is the only one, and an able and willing one, and 
is God’s falvation, of his appointing, promifing, 
and fending; falvation is by him, and by him on- 
ly; he came to obtain it, and he is the author of 
it; health is alfo by him, he is the phyfician of 
fouls, and his blood the balm that cures every dif- 
eafe ; fo that he is the Saviour, falvation, and fav- 
ing health to his people: this was unknown tothe 
nations of the world until the gofpel came among 
them, until the grace of God bringing this falva- 
tion appeared unto them, and fhone upon them, 
Titus il. 11. 

y. 3. Let the people praife thee, O God, &c.] 
Let them have occafion to praife God, the people 
of the Jews, for the miffion of Chrift, and for the 
bleffings of grace and peace with him. Let ail 
the people praife thee; all the nations of the world, 
for making known the way of life and grace, and 
the faving health or falvation of God unto them : 
the -word ufed fignifies to confe/s"; and fo the Tar- 
gum, ‘the people fhall confefs before thee, O God ; 
«« all the people fhall confefs. before thee ;” that is, 
fhall confefs their fins, being made fenfible of them ; 
and confefs the true and living God, turning from 
their idols to ferve him ; and Chrift to be the only 
Saviour and Redeemer, being now made known 
unto them, through the preaching of the gofpel. 

y. 4. O let the nations be glad and fing for joy, 
&c.] As they were glad, and did fing for joy, 
and glorified God, when Chrift was made known, 
and the gofpel was preached unto them, Aé7s viii. 
g, 8. and xiii, 47, 48. For thou shalt judge the 
people righteoufly; meaning not the people of the 
world at the laft day, at the general judgment, 
which will be a righteous one ; when God will judge 
the world in righteoufnefs, according to the frith 
rules of juftice and equity by him whom he has 
ordained, P/al. xcvi. 13. Aéés xvii. 31. but either 
the righteous judgment which will be executed on 
the enemies of Chrift’s church and people; _parti- 
cularly on Antichrift, which will be matter of great 
joy, Rev. xix. 1, 2. and Kimchi interprets it of the 
judgment of the nations which fhall ‘come with 
Gog and Magog; or elfe the judging and vindicat- 
ing the Lord’s own people, defending their caufe, 
righting their wrongs, and fuffering no weapon to 
profper againft them. And govern the nations upon 
earth, Selab. or lead them" not to punifhment, 
as Kimchi, who interprets this claufe as the other ; 
but by his grace and Spirit, into the knowledge of 
his way, and faving health ; or as a fhepherd ieads 
his flock into green paftures, and befide the ftill 
waters ; or as a king leads and governs his people, 
as David guided the people of J/rael, with the fkil- 
fulnefs of his hands; fo Chrift leads and governs 


‘TW? falutem tuam, Pagninus, Montanus, &c, i.e, falvatorem cujus nomen erit Jefus, GSeras. . 
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his people, protects and defends them, holds them 
by his right hand, guides them with his counfel, 
and then receives them to glory; fee Pfal. xxiii. 
2. and Ixxviii. 72: and Ixxiii. 24. yp 

y. 5. Let the people praife thee, O God, &c.} 
This is repeated from y¥. 3. to fhew the earneft de- 
fire of the church that it might be fo; or that there 
might be an occafion for it; the ardour of her 
mind, and fervency of her petitions, and how much 
fhe was folicitous for the praife and glory of God 5 
or to declare the certainty of ir, fhe moft ftrongly 
believing that fo it would be; as the Targum, the 
people fhall confefs, 8ec. becaufe of a new favour 
to be enjoyed, mentioned in the next verfe. 

y. 6. Then fall the earth yield her increafe, 
&c.] Notliterally the land of Jrae/, as in fome 
copies of the Targum, and as Kimchi interprets it ; 
fee Lev. xxvi. 3, 4. but myftically and fpiritually 
the church of God in the times of the Meffiah, . 
Ezek, xxxiv. 23-27. the word of God preached 
in the world, is the feed fown in it; converts to 
Chrift are the increafe or fruit of it; and the church 
is God’s hufbandry, where it is yielded or brought 
forth; and this increafe is of God, and is owing to 
the efficacy of his grace attending the miniftration 
of the word, 1 Cor. iii. 6. it had its accomplith- 
ment in part in the firft times of the gofpel, when 
it was preached by the apoftles throughout the 
earth, and brought forth fruit every where, Col. 
i. 5, 6. and has been fulfilling more or lefs ever 
fince, and will appear more abundantly in the lat- 
ter day; a large increafe, and a plentiful harveft of 
fouls fhall be brought in, both Jews and Gentiles : 
or this may be underttood of the fruitfulnefs of be- 
lievers in Chrift, who may be called earth, becaufe 
of their common original from the earth with the 
reft of mankind ; becaufe they are inhabitants of 
the earth; and becaufe they have earthly, as well 
as heavenly principles in them ; but more efpecial- 
ly becaufe they are the good ground on whom the 
feed of the word falls and becomes fruitful; or are 
the earth which drinks in the rain of the gofpel, and 
of grace, and brings forth fruit meet for them, by 
whom it is drefled, and receives bleffing of God, 
Matt. xiii. 23. Hed. -vi. 7. thefe yield the fruits of 
the Spirit, increafe in grace, and abound in the ex- 
ercife of it’; bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 
being filled with the fruits of righteoufnefS by 
Chrift; for the increafe and fruit yielded by them 
are owing to the grace of God, to their ingrafture 
into Chrift the vine, and to the influence of the 
bleffed Spirit. Some of the ancients underftand 
this of the incarnation of Chrift ; fee P/a/.Ixxxv.i1. - 
Tfai. xv. 8. then tbe earth is the virgin Mary, who 
was as to her original of the earth earthly ; of whofe 
earthly fubftance Chrift took fefh, and is called 
the fruit of her womb; yea, the fruit of the earth, 
Luke i. 42. Ifa. iv. 2. for though he is the Lord 
from heaven, as to his divine nature, and came 
down from thence, not by change of place, but 
by affurnption of nature; yet, as to his human na- 
ture, he was made of a woman, and is the feed of 
the woman, the promifed feed, in whom all nations 
of the earth were to be bleffed ; and it here follow 
And God, even our own God foall blefs uss 
the God of nature and providence only; bi 
God of grace, as a covenant-God in CI 
which fenfe he is peculiarly his peoples 
fo as he is not others ; and as fuch h 


with all fpiritual bleffings in Chrift: or the repeti- 
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tition of the word God, with the affix our owt, may 


denote the certainty of the divine bleffing, the af- | 


furance had of it, and ‘the. great. affection of the 

rfons that exprefs it: and fome think, becaufe 
fhe word is repeated three times in, this and the 
following verfe, refpect is had. to the Trinity of 
perfons in the Godhead ; God the Father bleffes 
his people in Chrift with the bleffings of juftifica- 
tion, pardon, adoption, and eternal tife: the Son, 
‘who is <Lnmanuel, God with us, God in our na- 
ture, our own God, God manifeft in the flefh ; he 
‘bleffes with the fame bleflings of grace, peace, and 
eternal happinefs ;_ he was raifed up of God as:‘man 
and Mediator, and fent to blefs his people, és 
iii. 20,5 . $y 


¥. 7. God Jail blefs us, &c.] ‘The holy Spirit 
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blefles with regenerating and renewing grace; with 
faith, comfort, joy and peace, by fhedding abroad 
in the heart the love of the Father and the Son; by 
applying precious promifes; by teftifying adoption; 
by making meet for heaven and happinefs, and 
working up for the felf-fame thing eternal glory. 
And all the ends of the earth fhall fear him ; the one 
God,, Father, Son, and Spirit, the object. of reli- 
gious fear, internal and external ; for this includes 
the exercife of that inward grace of filial fear, and 
the performance of all divine worfhip, publick and 
private ;.and which in the latter day’ will be found 
among Jews and Gentiles, in all the inhabitants 
of the earth, even to the ends of it, Hof. iii, 5. 
Rev. Xv. 4. 


PSALM _ LXVIIL 


“To the chief mificlan} ‘A pfalm or fong of David. 


HE Targum makes the argument of this 
pfalm_to be the coming of the children of 
Sfrael out of Egypt, and the giving of the law on 
mount Sinai; in which it is followed by many of 
the Jewith interpreters : but dben Ezra rejects fuch 
an interpretation of it, and thinks that David com- 
pofed it, concerning the war he had with the un- 
Circumcifed , nations, the Philiftines and others, 
2 Sam. viii. 1, &c. And fo the title of the Syriac 
verfion begins, ‘¢ A, pfalm of, David, when the 
«* kings prepared themfelves, to fight againft him :” 
and Kimchi fays, it was compofed on account of 
Sennacherib’s army coming, againit Feru/alem, in 
the times of Hezekiah, and fo delivered by David, 
under a fpirit of prophecy concerning that affair ; 
tho’ he owns, that fome of their writers interpret it 
of the war of Gog and Magog, in the times of the 
Meffiah they yet expect. But they are much 
hearer the truth, who take it that it was written 
on occafion of the ark being brought to the city of 
David; fecing it begins with much the fame words 
that Mo/es wied when the ark fet forward in his 
‘times, Num. x. 35. and the bringing of which was 
attended with great joy and gladnefs, 2 Sam. vi. 
14, 15. fuch as the righteous are called upon to 
exprefs in this pfalm, y. 3, 4. And this being a 
type of Chrift, and of his afcending the holy hill 
of God, may be allowed of ; for certain it is, that 
this pfalm treats of the coming of Chrift, and of 
bleffings by him, and of victory over his enemies; 
and particularly of his afcenfion to heaven, as moft 
evidently appears from’ Ephe/. iv. 8, 9. and from 
prophecies in it, concerning the calling of the Gen- 
tiles. Wherefore the latter part of the Syriac_in- 
fcription of it is very pertinent; ‘¢ alfo a prophe- 
«< cy concerning the difpenfation of the Meffiah, 
« and concerning the calling of the Gentiles to 
«© the faith.” ‘archi interprets ¥. 31. of the 
Meffiah. ~ . ite 
* ¥.1. Let God arife, &c.] Which, as Kimchi 
obferves, is either by way of prayer, or by way of 
prophecy; and in either way the fenfe is the fame: 
for if it is confidered as a prayer, it is a prayer of 
faith, that fo it would be ; or if as a prophecy, it 
is certain that fo it fhould be. And this is to, be 
“ underftood of the {ame divine perfon, whofe cha- 
riots the angels are ; who is faid to be the Adonai, 
or Lord in the midft of thems and of whonrit is 


- 


| Vou. II, N° 24. 


prophefied, that he fhould afcend to heaven, y¥, 17, 
18. even the Meffiah, who is God over all, And 
this arifing, attributed to him, may be interpreted 
either of his incarnation, his exhibition and mani- 
feftation in the flefh; which is fometimes called in 
{cripture, a raifing of him up, as in is iii. 26, 
and xiii. 23. or of his refurrection from the dead, 
as it is interpreted by many of the ancients 3, which, 
as it was a certain thing, and previous to his afcen- 
fion hereafter fpoken of, fo. it was a.proof of his 
deity; for tho’ it was only the man that rofe, who 
died and was buried, yet as in union with the di- 
vine perfon of the Son of God,, and who rofe by 
virtue of that union; and thereby he was declared 
to be the Son of God with power. Or. elfe, ra- 
ther this is to be underftood of his arifing and ex- 
erting his power as a man of war, as a mighty and 
victorious hero, on the behalf of his people, and 
againft his enemies ; as he did, when he arofe and 
met Satan, the prince of the world, and engaged 
with all the powers of darknefs ; fee P/a/. xlv. 3, 
4. Fobn xiv, 30, 31. and this fenfe is confirmed by 
what follows: Let bis enemies be feattered ; let them 


(alfo that hate him fice before bim: the fenfe of thefe 


two claufes is the fame; his enemies, and thofe 


that hate him, are the fame perfons ; and to be fcat- 
/tered and flee, exprefs the fame things; for ene- 


mies being difcomfited, flee and fcatter. Some in- 


| terpret this of the watch fet to guard our Lord’s fe- 


pulchre; who, upon his rifing from the dead, were 


‘filled with great fear and dread, and fcattered, and 


fled to the priefts, to acquaint them with what was 
done: others, of the Jewifh nation in general, 


| who were enemies to Chrift, and hated him, and 
would not have him to reign over them ; againft 


whom he rofe up and exerted his great ftrength ; 
came in his kingdom and power againft them ; 
poured out his wrath upon them to the uttermoft; — 
which iffued in the utter deftruétion of them, as a 
body politic; and in the intire difperfion of them 
in all countries, which remains unto this day, Or 
rather, the whole is to be applied to Satan, and to 
his principalities and powers; the profeffed enemies 
of Chrift, perfonal and myftical ; who, when he 
arofe and exerted his mighty power in his conflict 
with them, in the garden and on the crofs, were 
fpoiled and diffipated, and obliged to fly before 
him ; and who at the fame time overcame the 
world, made-an end of fin, abolifhed death, as well 

ius ° . "i 
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as d rt “oyed. 
Lore 2b gel coh cotoeete Pou _ ih a Ae GY ei 
“$119. Us finoke is driven away, fo drive them a- 


way, 8¢.]° This both defcribes the character of 


wicked men, Chiift’s enemies ; as their darknefs 
and ignorance, their will-worfhip and fuperftition, 
and their deteftablenefs to God, Rev. ix, 2. J/a, 
Ixy. 5) and the manner of theirdeftruétion, which 
is as eafily bronght about, as fmoke is driven by 
the wind, and is as irretrievable, like fmoke that 
vanifheth ihto air °;' fee P/al. xxxvii. 20. J/a. li, 6. 
As wax melteth before the fire, whereby its confitt- 
ency, form and ftrength, are loft.” Refpect may 
be had both in this and the foregoing metaphor, to 
the fire of divine wrath, and the {moke of eternal 
torments ; fince it follows: So let the wicked pe- 
rife at the prefence of God, the appearance of 
Chrift, either in his awful difpenfation againft the 


fhall not be able to ftand before his face, but 
fhall call to the rocks and: mountains to hide them 
from him; and when they fhall be bid to de- 
part from him, and fhall be punifhed with e- 


vetlafting deftruétion in foul and body, from | 


the -prefence of the Lord, and the glory of his 
power. Ts 

¥.'3. But let the righteous be glad, &c.J~ At the 
incarnation of Chrift, which is matter of joy to all 
people that believe in him ; as did Zacharias and 
Elifabeth, who were both righteous, and alfo Si- 
meon; and at his refurrection from the dead, fince 
it is for their juftification, by which they ‘are deno- 
minated righteous; as did the difciples of Chrift, 
and’ as do faints in all ages ; who know the power 
of his refurrection, and the influence it has on the 
regeneration of their fouls, the juftification of their 
perfons ‘now, and the refurrection of their bodies 
heteaftet ; and at the deftruéction of the enemies of 
Chrift and theirs. Let them rejoice before God; 
in the prefence of him enjoying communion with 
him ; having views of intereft in him ; as they do 
when this is the cafe, and as they will when they 
fhall appear before him, and ftand at his right hand 
at the latt day, clothed with his righteoufnefs, and 
having palms in their hands, Yea, let them ex- 
ceedingly rejoice ; as they have juft reafon to do, in 
his perfon, grace, righteoufnefs and falvation. All 
thefe exprelfions denote the greatnefs, frequency, 
fervency, fulnefs and. continuance of their joy. 
They may be rendered in the future, ut the righ- 
teous fall be glad’, Bcc. fo the Targum. 

y¥. 4. Sing unto God, &c.| Manifett in the flefh, 
rifen from the dead, afcended on high, fet down 
at the right hand of his divine Father; having ex- 
erted his great ftrength in their redemption ; a 
therefore fhould fing the fong of redeeming love, 
with grace and melody in their hearts, unto him. 
Sing praifés to bis name; to the honour of his name 
Jefus, a Saviour, becaufe of the great work of fal- 
vation wrought out by him; give him all the 
praife and glory of it, which is due unto his name. 
Extol him that rideth upon the heavens; having 
afcended above them, and being higher than they, 
and fo is exalted above all bleffing and praife; and 
ffes ‘his power and greatnefs for the help of his 
people; fee Deut. xxxiii, 26. Some choofe to ren- 
der the words, prepare the way %, as ‘ohn the Bap- 
tift is faid to'do, before him, J/a. xl. 3. for bim that 
rideth through the deferts, or fields'; as he did 


° —— & tenues fugit, ceu fumus in auras, Virgil. Eneid. 5. prope finem. 
& gaudebunt, Pagninus, Montanus, Pifcator, Cocceius, Michaelis, 4 
© PYIW= per deferta, Hieron. Theodoret. Bugenhagius, aliique 


viam, Gejerus; make an highway, Ainfworth. 


PSALMS. 


him which had the ‘power of its fee 


through the fields of Judea on an als) and thro? 
the ‘nations of the world, in the miniftty of 1 

word, carried thither by his er 
places, comparable’ to’ deferts for their barrenne 


Lord: or rather, that videth in the weft; it bein, 


Ske a wa . 


and unfruitfulhefs, became like the garden of ns 


at the weft end of the tabernacle and temple, wher 
the Cherubim were, on which Febevab rode, they 
being his chariot. By bis name Janu, or Febovab; 
which being a name incommunicable to creatures 


and ‘given to Chrift; fhews him to be’ the moft. 


High ; a felf-exiftent being, the immutable and 
everlafting I am; which is, and was,’and is to 


come; from whom all creatures ‘récéive their be- 


ing, and are continued in it; and. who is alfe 
Febovab our righteoufhefs; and by; in, and ‘be- 


caufe of this name, is he to be extolled and mag- 
nified. And rejoice before him; fee the note on 
Jews, or in the laft judgment; when the wicked} ¥..3. £ 


13. 4 . 

¥. 5. A father of the fatherlefs, &c.] Ina li- 
teral fenfe,. fo as,to fhewmercy to them, take care 
of them, and protect them ;, and this is a chara¢ter 


which the great God often nome partly to ex- - 
u 


prefs his power and providence over fuch, and part- 
ly to fignify his tendernefs, mercy, and goodnefs 
to them; and in which he fhould be imitated by 
civil magiftrates, and by all good men: for it was 
not only a law in J/rael, to fhew regard to fuch, 
and take care not to afflict them; but ‘it is alfo a 
branch of pure, undefiled Chriftian religion, Fames 
i. 27. in attending to which we refemble the great 
author of it, who. is here intended. "Moreover, 
this may bé underftood'in a fpiritual fenfe of fuch, 
who are deferted by their friends, or are called’ to 


leave father and mother for the fake of Chrift and . 


his gofpel ; and who are like fatherlefs ones, in a 

helplefs condition in themfelves, and are fenfibl 

of it; and will not truft in the creature, nor in any 
works of their own, but apply to Chrift, where 
they have help and falvation, in whom the father- 
lefs find mercy, Hofee xiv. 3. and who afterwards, 
when they are without the prefence of Chrift, and 
fenfible communion with him, are like orphans or 
fatherlefs children ; but Chrift, who is the father 
of fuch, will not leavé them fo, will have pity on 
them, fhew favour to them, provide every thing 
needful for them, and ‘will come and vifit them, as 


in Fobn xiv. 18. where the word orphans or father- . 


lefs is ufed of Chrift’s difciples. And a judge of 


the widows ; of fuch who are widows indeed in a 
literal’ fenfe, and efpecially that are believers, his 


elect that cry unto’him; fee Luke xviii. 2, 3, 6, 7. 


and of fach who are fo in a fpiritual fenfe ; even of 
the whole church of Chrift, who may, even now, 
be faid to be in a widowhood-eftate, as well as un- 
der the former difpenfation ; fince Chrift, her bride- 


groom, is gone to heaven, and who yet, in the 
mean time, is her judge, protector and defender; 
dorned for her hufband, will come and take I ta 
himfelf, and ‘fhe fhall remember the ‘teproach of — 


and when fhe is made’ ready for him, as a bride a; 


4 


5 a 


her widowhood no more, J/a. liv. 4, 5. Is God in 


bis baly habitation ; in heaven, the habitation 
holinefs, where is Chrift the high and holy 
and has refpect to the poor and lowly, the 
lefs and the widow : or in his church, his 
ple, where he dwells and walks, and grants his gra 
cious prefence, and will do to the end of the w 
deubedihg to his promife ; or in his holy 


> pee 


oe  P IWNW? Letab untur ’ 
Wp elevate viam lapidibus, Vatablus ; 


in Michaelis ; in campeftribus, Pifcator, Cocceius; in campis, vel per campos, Gufletius, p, 641 ; in-the deferts, Ainfworth, 


~ 


Phhiviiia lg. 


| 


nature, the temple and tabernacle, in which the God= 
head dwells. Ria Ae dat SI HUG 

¥.6. God fetteth the folitary in families, &c.] 
Which the Jewifh writers ‘generally underftand of 
an increafe of families, with children in lawful mar- 
riage; fee P/al. cxiii. 9. an inftance of which we 
have in dérabam and Sarah; from which fingle 
or folitary ones, when joined in marriage, {prung 
a numerous offspring, J/a. li.2. Heb. xi. 12. And 
to this fenfe the Zargam paraphrafes the words; 
“¢ God is he that joins, couples fingle ones into a 
“¢ couple, as one :” fome copies add, “ to build’an 
<< houfe out of them ;” that is, a family ; fee Rath 
iv. 11... But-it may be better interpreted of the 
fruitfulnefs and increafe of the church with con- 
verts, under the gofpel-difpenfation, even from a- 
mong the Gentiles; who were before folitary, or 
were alone, without God and Chrift, and ‘aliens 
from the commonwealth of J/rael; but: being 
called and converted by the miniftry of the word, 
were brought into and: placed in gofpel-churches, 
or families; fee J/a. liv. 1. Gal. iv. 26, 27. Epb. 
li, 12. 45 xiv. 23. and may be applied to parti- 
cular perfons, who, before converfion, may. be faid 
to be folitary or alone ; living without God, the 
knowledge and fear of him, and fellowfhip with 
him, being alienated from the life of him through 
ignorance ; and without Chrift, and communion 
with him, he not dwelling in them, nor. they in 
him ; and alfo fenfual, not having the Spirit, his 
graces and fruits; being deftitute of faith, hope 
and love: and moreover, aliens from the people 
of God, having no fociety with them, being in a 
ftate of folitude and darknefs, and under the power 
of fin and Satan ;_ helplefs and de/olate, as the word 
here ufed is rendered, P/a/. xxv. 16. But in effec- 
tual calling, fuch are brought out of this difmal 
ftate, and being drawn with the cords of love by 
the Spirit, to the Father and the Son, and brought 
to a fpiritual acquaintance with them, they are /e 
in families, or placed in gofpel-churches ; which, 
as families have a mafter over them, who is Chrift 
the Son and firft-born, of whom they are named ; 
where are faints of various ages, fizes and ftand- 
ing: fome fathers, fome young men, and fome 
children ; where are provifions fuitable for them, 
and ftewards to give them their portion of meat in 


due feafon, who are the minifters of the word; and | 


laws and rules, by which they are directed and re- 
gulated, and every thing is kept in good decorum. 
He bringeth out thofe which are bound with chains; 
as Peter and others literally, Ac?s xil. 5—11. 2 Cor. 
xi. 23. or rather, it is to be underftood fpiritually, of 
fuch as are bound with the chains of their own fins, 
and are under the power of them, with the fetters 
of the Law, in which they are held, and who are 
led and kept captive by Satan ; thofe Chrift the 
Son makes free, proclaims liberty to them, fays 
to fuch prifoners, Go forth ; and, by the blood of 


his covenant, fends them forth, and direéts them, 


to himfelf, the ftrong-hold, as prifoners of hope ; 
fee Jfa. \xi. 1. and xlix. 9. Zech. ix. 11, 12, The 
Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions render it, be 
bringeth forth the prifoners with fortitude 5 fo Apol- 
linarius, with his great power and ftrength ; and 
the Syriac verfion, with profperity: or ina pom- 
‘pous manner, as the Targum. But the words may 
be better rendered, be dringeth forth the prifoners, 
either as Ain/worth, into fit (and commodious) places,. 
or rather, into the conveniencies or commodities ;. that 
is, of life, fuch.as prifoners are deftitute of. But 
theerebéllious dwell in avdry land; meaning the 
Jews, to whom Chrift came, and whom they re- 
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| jected; reviled, hated, and’ would not have him to 
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reigm over them, and were a gainfaying and difo- 
bedient: people; for which their land was fimitten 
with a curfe, and in the time of their wars became 
a dryland; when famine and) peftilence were every 
where, and: fuch tribulation as was never known, 
La. viii. 21,22. Matt, xxiv. 6, 7,21. Moreover, 
the nations of the world, among whom they ate 
difperfed, area dry land ‘to them; and even fuch 
places as are become fruitful thro’ the preaching 
of the gofpel, are no other to them, who: neither 
do hear it, nor will they.hear it; and they are like 


| perfons in a dry and thirfty land, vainly expect- 


ng a Meffiah, who will never. come... This. may 
alfo be applied to all that: obey not the gofpel of 
Chrift, who will be punithed with everlafting de- 
ftruction ‘from his prefence, and fhall not have a 
drop of cold water allowed them to cool, their 
tongue. The allufion may be thought to be to 
the Jews, that murmured and rebelled againft God; 
and vexed his Spirit in the wildernefs, where. their 
carcafies fell; and fo dwelt ina dry land, and en- 
tered ‘not ‘into reft, or the land of Canaen.. The 
Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and all the Oriental 
verfions render it, iz graves; Apollinarius para- 
phrafes it, ** he bringeth the dead out of the graves 

‘© to light.” 
ye A O God, when thou wenteft forth before thy 
people, &c.] In the pillar of cloud, and in the pil- 
lar of fire, as the Jargum adds; and this divine 
perfon was the Son of God, the Angel of his pre- 
fence, in whom his name was, even his name Fah 
or Fehovah before-mentioned. When thou didft 
march through the wildernefs. Selah. At the head 
of the J/raelites, leading, guiding and directing 
them ; providing for them all things neceflary, and 
protecting them againft their enemies. And fo 
Chrift goes before his people, as they pafs through 
the wildernefs of this world ; and does the like good 
offices for them, until he, as the great Captain of 
their falvation, brings them fafe to glory: for what 
is here faid is taken notice of as a refemblance of 
what he’now does,’ or has done, under the gofpel- 
difpenfation, to which this pfalm belongs ;_ parti- 
cularly of. his marching thro’ the wildernefs of the 
Gentile world, in the miniftry of the word by his a- 
poftles, wherein he went forth conquering and to 

conquer. 

¥. 8. The earth /kook, &c.] Not only about Si- 
nai, but in other places; fee P/al. cxiv. 1, 4, 6, 7. 
Hab, iii. 6, 10. \ It may alfo defign the dread and 
trembling of the inhabitants of the earth, when they 
heard of the wonderful things God did for his peo- 
ple; Hxod.xv. 14,15, 16. The heavens alfo dropped 
at the prefence of God, the Targum fupplies, dew 
to which may be added, quails and manna: tho’ 
it rather feems to defign a large fhower of rain, 
which followed the lightning and thunder, when 
the Law was given. Even Sinai it/eif was moved 
at the prefence of God, the God of Lfrael: it is faid 
to quake greatly, Exod. xix.18. The words of 
this and the preceding verfe, feem to be borrowed 
out of the fong of Deborah, Judg. v. 4, 5, Like 
effects followed the’ promulgation of the Gofpel, 
even a fhaking of the heavens and of the earth, as 
an emblem of the removing of the ceremonial rites 
and Mofaic ordinances. Let it be obferved, that 
Chrift, who went before the Z/rae/ites in the wilder- 
nefs, and whom they tempted and rebelled againtft, 
is called the God of J/rael. nay ; 
‘y¥.9. Thou, O God, didf fend a plentiful rain, 
&c.] Not of water literally taken, as when the 
Traelites paffed thro’ the fea, P/al, Ixxvii. 1 bi 
- when 


x 


when the thundrings and lightnings were on mount. 
Sinai, at thé giving of the Law, which:are com- 


monly attended with rain, Exod. xix. '16.-orin the 


Jand of Canaan, which was the land that drank in 
the water of the rain of heaven, Deut. xiv 1. :nor 
the rain of manna and of quails, as 4rama, Exod. 
xvig. Pfal. xxviii. 23; 27. but either the effufion 
of the holy Spirit, ordinary or extraordinary ; that, 
on the day of Pentecoft, in confequence of Chrift’s 
afcenfion, prophefied of in this pfalm, was. a plen- 
tiful one indeed ; when the difciples were filled with 
the holy Ghoft, and baptized with its »;yea, the or- 
dinary meafure of the Spirit’s grace in. converfion, 
is abundant, and exceeding abundant 3. it, is:fhed 
abundantly through Chrift, and fuperabounds fin, 
and may be called, as the words here fignify, @ 
rain of liberalities*, or a free and liberal rain ; for 


it comes from the free grace of God, and makes‘ 


thofé on whom it defcends.a willing people in 
their obedience. 
rit; and where he is, ‘there:is liberty, in the exer- 
cife of grace, and in'the difcharge ofiiduty.. Or 
elfe, the miniftration of the’ gofpel * is meant; which 
is compared to rain, Deut. xxxit. 2.. I/a.lv. 9, 10, 
1i. | This efpecially, in the firft times.of the gof- 
pel, was.a very large and plentiful. one ;) it being 
fent all over the world, and brought forth fruit in 
every place: this was alfo a /iberal one, flowed 
from the free grace of God); the fubjeét of..it is 
free grace; and the tendency and effect of it are, to 
make men free from the bondage of the-Jaw, and 
the fpirit of bondage which that induces. . The 
Targum is, * thou haft let down the dews of quick- 
*¢ ning, and the rains of good pleafure ;’’ grace, 
or free favour. Whereby thou didjt confirm thine in- 
heritance when it was weary; that is, the church, 
as the Zargum explains it ; the inheritance of Chrift, 
which he has chofen, the Father has given him, 
and he poffeffes: the people of God, »weary with 
the burdenfome rites and ceremonies of the law; 
with their own fins and corruptions, a burden too 
heavy for them to bear; with the fins of others, 
among whom they dwell; with the temptations of 
Satan, with which they are annoyed; with the 
perfecutions of the men of the world, which make 
them weary fometimes, and faint in their minds ; 
and with the common afflictions of life, which of- 
ten make them weary of life itfelf. Now, by the 
plentiful miniftration of the doctrines of the gofpel, 


accompanied with the Spirit and grace of God, the . 


hearts of the Lord’s people are refrefhed, as the 
weary, dry and thirfty land, is with a.comfortable 


fhower of rain; and by it weary fouls have reft, or, 
at leaft are directed by it. to Chrift, where they | 


find it: and as the earth is prepared *, as the word 
ufed fignifies, by rain, for the nourifhment of plants; 
fo is the church by the gofpel, whofe plants are an 
orchard of pomegranates, for the reviving and -fruc- 
tifying of thofe who are planted in it; whereby they 
appear to be trees of righteoufnefs, and the planting 
of the Lord; and fo.are confirmed, fettled, and e- 
ftablifhed in the houfe of God, and in the truths of 
the gofpel.. . 
| ¥. 10. Thy congregation bath dwelt therein, &c.] 
That is, in the Lord’s inheritance, in the midft of 
“his church and people. The word for congrega- 
tion, fignifies bea/ts or living creatures”: fome un- 
derftand them of the Gentiles, who, before the gof- 
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The Spirit of God isra free Spi- | 


PLixviii. 10,174 


pel.came among them, were comparable to fuch ; 
pe under the once near being called and 
taken out by it, were put among the people of 
God, and dwele in his inheritance, Tho? without 
any limitation, it may be applied to all that are 
quickned. and made aliye by the grace of God ; to 
all that are written among the living in Fee Gs 3 
and particularly to the minifters of the gofpel, who 
are fignified by the four living creatures, in Eze- 
kiel’s vifion and in Fobn’s Revelation ; tho” not to 
the exclufion of any living believer, who has a 
name and a place here, and who are fellow-citizens 
with the faints, and of the houfhold of God. Thou, 
O God, bat prepared of thy goodnefs for the poor; 
 bleflings of goodneis, fpiritual bleffings, bleffings 
of grace and of glory; which flow from divine 
goodnefs, are in themfelves good and in their ef- 
feéts; and thefe were prepared in the covenant of 
grace and in Chrift from all eternity; and that for 
perfons poor and mean, indigent and helplefs; and 
fo the goodnefs of God in preparing them, appears 
to be free and unmerited, ‘The Targum is, ** thou 
«< haft prepared an hoft of angels to do good to 
‘© the poor of God.’ 4rama interprets it of the 
manna. , 7 
¥.41. Zhe Lord gave the word, &c-] The word 
of the gofpel to his apoftles. He committed the 
word of reconciliation to them; he intrufted them 
with it, as a facred depofitum ; he gave gifts unto 
them, qualifying them for the miniftration of it ; 
he gave them a commiffion to preach it; and he 
gave them a door of utterance to fpeak it as it 
fhould be, and an opportunity to publifh it. The 
Targum wrongly interprets it of the word of the 
law. Great was the company of thofe that publifh- 
ed it; there were in our Lord’s time, twelve apo- 
ftles and feventy difciples, who were fent out to 
preach the gofpel ; and many more in the times of 
the apoftles, and fince. The word for company, 
fignifies an army*: Chrift’s minifters are foldiers, 
and war a good warfare; they have weapons 
which are not carnal, but fpiritual and mighty 
through God, and they are made to fa oe in 
Chrift in every place. And.the word rendered, 
thofe that publifbed, is in the feminine gender; not 
as fugeefting that women would be preachers of 
the gofpel under the New-Teftament-difpenfation, 
for that is. forbidden, 1 Co. xiv. 34. but in allu- 
fion to the cuftom of women in J/rae/,  publifhing 
the victories obtained by their armies Me generals ; 
fee 1 Sam. xviii. 7. and it may be, it is ufed to de- 
note the weaknefs of gofpel- minifters in themfelves, 
who have the treafure of the word put into their 
earthen veffels, that the power may appear to be of . 
God and not of man;. fo minifters are called mai- 
dens, Prov. ix. 3. and this fame word is ufed of 
them in Ja. xl. 9. And it may be obferved, that 
notwithftanding it is of the faid gender, yet it is by 
the Zargum interpreted of men, thus; * but Mo/es 
«< and Aaron evangelized the word of God to the 
“* great army of J/rae/.” And it may alfo be ob- 
ferved, that this word MYwanM which fignifies 
a publifbing of good news, is derived from’ a root 
which fignifies fe/h; denoting, that the good 
of the gofpel, or of peace and pardon, Bape 
life and falvation, publifhed in it, are byan in 


Saviour, or through his affumption of our f 
fuffering in it. Pes A gs 


+ FD) COW pluviam munificentiarum, Montanas; vel liberalitatam, Vatablus, Gejerus, Michaelis; fo Ainfworth ; to 


the fame purpofe, the Tigurine verfion, Cocceius, Junius & Tremellius. 

Sufionem Spiritus fan&i, & preconium evangelii defignat. Stockius, p. 660. 

W PYM +a Cua ow, Sept. animalia tua, V. L. fo Eth. Syr. Arab. & Cocceius; pecus tuum, — 
* NIY¥ exercitus, Pagninus, Montanus, Gejerus, Cocceius. 


prezparas, Gejerus. © 
Mufculus, and fome in Vatablus, 


t Dicitur de pluvia, Pfal. Ixviii, 10 qua ef- 
© #472319 parafti eam, Michaelis ; 


Plxviii, ¥.12,139" 


~ 12. Kings of armies did flee apace, &c.] Or, 
they fled, they fled’, or they flee, they flee. This 
is either the fubjeét-matter of the word pudblijhed, the 
words of the publifhers fo faying ; or the effect of 
the publication of the gofpel: for though fome, by 
thefe kings of armies, underftand the apoftles, ei- 
ther fleeing from place to place becaule of | perfe- 
cution, or running to and fro, as they interpret 
the words, to fpread the gofpel; yet they rather 
intend the enemies of the gofpel, and the chief of 
them that oppofed themfelves to it; namely, the 
Roman emperors and kings, and who fled before 
it; particularly at the time of the downfal of pa- 
gani{fm, when they fled to the mountains and hills, 
and called upon them to hide them from Chritft, 
Rev. vi. 15, 16. And fhe that tarried at home di- 
vided the fpoil ; the church, compared to a woman 
that keeps at home, Titus ii. 5. who fhared in the 
fpoils taken out of the hands of Satan, and from 
among the Gentiles, even converted fouls, brought 
unto her. What is. promifed to Chrift, //a. lili. 12, 
is faid of the church; fhe being made more than 


a conqueror through him, and fharing in all his 


victories and fpoils. It denotes the certain and 
eafy fuccefs of the gofpel-miniftry, attended with 
a divine power, and the advantages thereof to the 
church of Chrift; this was particularly true of the 
church in the times of Con/tantiae. 

¥. 13. Though ye have lien among the pots, 8c.) 


Kimchi takes thefe words to be the words of the. 


women, or of thé pfalmift addreffing the J/raeclites 
going out to war; that though they fhould lie in 
a low, dark and difagreeable place, in the camp, in 
the open field, expofed to wind and weather ; yet 
they fhould be fair and beautiful, and be loaded 
with gold and filver, the fpoil of the enemy. But 
Fortunatus Scacchus * refers them much better, to 
the encampment of the J/raelites in their tents, and 
to the difpofition and order of their army going to 
battle: the body of the army in the middle, and 
the two wings, right and left, on each fide; whofe 
glittering armour of gold and brafs, the rays of the 
fun ftriking on them, are fitly refembled by the co- 
Jours on the wings and back of a dove. Another 
learned writer * thinks they are an addrefs to the 
wings of the dove; that is, to the dove itfelf, mean- 
ing the holy Spirit, expoftulating with him how 
Jong he would dwell within the limits and borders 
of the land of Canaan; which was not long after 
the afcenfion of Chrift, for foon was the gift of 
the holy Ghoft poured down upon the Gentiles. 
But rather they are an addrefs to the people of J/- 
rael; intimating, that though they had been in ad- 
verfity, and their lives had been made bitter with 
hard bondage, in morter and in brick, and in all 
manner of fervice in the field; and had !ain among 
the brick-kilns and furnaces when in Egypt; and 
in the times of the Judges had fuffered much from 
their neighbours, by whom they were frequently 
carried captive; and had been in affliction in the 
times of Sau]; yet now in profperous circum- 
ftances in the times of David, who had conquered 
their enemies, and enlarged their dominions, and 
reftored peace; and efpecially would be more fo in 
the days of Solomon, when they enjoyed great plenty 
and profperity, and filver was made to be as the 
ftones of the ftreet. Tho’ it is beft of all to apply 
the words to the church and people of God in gof- 
pel-times ; and they may defcribe their ftate and 


y TTT fugiebant, fugiebant, Pagninus, Montanus ; fugerunt, fugerunt, Tigurine verfion, Mufculus. 
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condition by nature and by grace; in adverfity and 
in profperity : the former in this claufe, in which 
there is an allufion to fcullions, or fuch as'Jie a- 
mong coppers and furnaces, and are black and 
footy ; and fo it defcribes the Lord’s people before 
converfion, who are black with original, fin and 
actual tranfgreffions ; who being tranigreffors froni 
the womb, and as long as they live and walk in 
fin, and have their ‘converfation with the men of 
the world, may be faid to lie among the pots: and 
this may alfo be expreffive of the church of Chrift 
being in adyerfity, and black with the fun of per- 
fecution fmiting her; and fhe might be faid to lie 
among the pots while the ten heathen perfecutions 
lafted, and alfo in the reign of Antichrift ; during 
which time the church is in the wildernefs, and the 
witnefles prophefy in fackcloth. Yet fhall they be 
as the wings of a dove covered with filver, and ber 
feathers with yellow gold: alluding to the white, 
filver colour of fome doves.. Such were the white 
doves Charon of Lampfacum {peaks of *, feen a= 
bout Athos, which were like the white crow, Ovid 
calls *, the filver fowl with {nowy wings: and alfo 
it may be to the time when they become of a gol- 
den colour, at which time they are fit for facrifice, 
as the Jews ? obferve;' or to the different appear- 
ances of them, according as the rays of light and 
of the fun differently fall upon them. So the phi- 
lofopher * obferves, that the necks of doves appear 
of a golden colour by the refraction of light. And 
this defcribes the faints and people of God as they 
are by grace. They are comparable to the dove on 
many accounts: like doves of the valleys, every 
one of them mourn for their iniquities ; like the 
trembling and fearful dove, tremble at the appre- 
henfions of divine wrath, and judgment to come 
under firft convictions ; and are fearful of their 
enemies, and of their own ftate; are.humble, mo- 
deft and meek think the worft of themfelves, and 
the beft of others; flee to Chrift for refuge, and to 
ordinances for'refrefhment ; are chafte and affec- 
tionate to Chrift, and harmlefs and inoffenfive in 
their lives and converfations, Ezek. vii. 16, Hofea 
xi, 11. Cant.iv. 1. Ja. 1x, 8. Matt. x.16. Being 
as the wings of a dove covered with filver, may de- 
note the purity of doétrine held by them; ‘the 
words of the Lord being as filver purified feven 
times, P/al. xii. 6, and the precioufnefs and fince- 
rity of their faith, by which they mount up with 
wings as eagles; and the holinefs of their con- 
verfation, being, as becomes the gofpel of Chrift : 
and being as the feathers of a dove covered with 
yellow gold, may denote their being adorned with 
the graces of the Spirit, as faith, hope and love; 
which are more precious than gold that perifheth, 
and are called chains of gold, Cant.i.10. fee 1 Pet. 
i. 7. or their being clothed with the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, fignified by gold of Opbir, and cloath- 
ing of wrought gold, P/al. xlv. 9, 13. or their be- 
ing enriched with the unfearchable, folid, fubftan- 
tial and durable riches of Chrift, Rev. iii. 18. And 
both may defcribe alfo the profperous eftates of the 
church, either in the firft ages of Chriftianity, when 
fhe was clothed with the fun, and had a crown of 
twelve ftars on her head, Rev. xii, 1. or in.the lat- 
ter day, when her light will be come, and the glory 
of the Lord will rife upon her; when her ftones will 
be laid with fair colours, and her foundations with 
fapphires ; when fhe fhall have the glory of God 
upon 
2 Eleo- 


> Apud Alian, Var. Hift. 1.1..15. © Me- 
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upon het, and be as a bride adorned for her huf- 
band, ‘Ja. Ix. 1, 2. and liv. t1, 12, Rev. xxi. 9, 
10, 11. ete South 
¥.14. When the Almighty fcattered kings in it, 
&c.] His inheritance, his congregation, the church, 
y.9, 10.. Which fome uniderftand of his diffufing, 
and fpreading and giving, in large numbers, mi- 
nifters and preachers of the gofpel, paftors and 
teachers ; who are kings and {piritual governors, 
are oyer churches, and have the rule over them in 
the Lord: and fo ¥archi interprets them of the dif- 
ciples of the wife men. Or they may be underftood 
of the Lord’s bringing into his churches fuch as 
are made kings and priefts unto God, and in whofe 
hearts grace reigns ; and even of kings, ina literal 
fenfe, who will be brought into the church in the 
latter day, J/a, xlix. 23. and Ix. 3, 11, 16. fee ¥.27, 
29. ‘Tho’ they may be interpreted of wicked kings, 
and the deftruction of them éy it *, the dove, the 
church of Chrift; which will be done at the battle 
of Armageddon, at which time we read of the 


Xvi. 14, 16. and xix. 8, 14, 18, 19.. The name of 
Almighty well agrees with Chrift, Rev. i, 8. or 
Shaddai, who is fufficient, all-fufficient; and whofe 
grace is fufficient for his people, 2 Cor. xii,g. Tt 
was white as /now in Salmon ; a mountain near to 
Shechem, Avis: ix. 48. which feems to have had 
its name from the fhady trees upon it ; and which 
alfo, as it feems from hence, was fometimes cover- 
ed with fnow ; as was Lebanon, fo called from the 
whitenels of the fnow on it; and Olympus is called 
{fhowy, by. Homer, from the fhow continually on it ®. 
Farchi and Kimcbi interpret, it, in darkne/s, or in 
the foadow of death; denoting, as Ainfworth ob- 
ferves, light in darknefs, joy in tribulation: but 
rather, it may defign the purity of the church and 
people of God, through the imputation of Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs to them, which is as fine linen, clean 
and white; and thro’ his pardoning blood, where- 
by their fcarlet and crimfon fins are as white as wool, 
as white as fnow ; and thro’ the fanétifying grace 
of the Spirit, by which they are wafhed and cleanf- 
ed, and made all-glorious within and ‘thro’ the ho- 
linefs of their lives and converfations, they hating 
the garment fpotted with the flefh; and wafhing 
their garments, and making them white in the 
blood of the Lamb: or they may be faid to be fo, 
as having got the victory over all -their enemies ; 
and efpgcially this will be the cafe, when the kings 
of the earth will be fcattered and deftroyed by the 
almighty Saviour, Rev. vii. 9. and xix. 14. 

¥. 15. The bill of God is as the bill of Bafban, 
&c.] The church is the hill of God,, an excellent 
and fupereminent one, and in which he dwells, as 
is faid in the next verfe; called an hill for its vifi- 
bility, and efpecially as it will be in the latter day, 
when it will be eftablifhed and exalted above the 
mountains and hills, the kingdoms of this world, 
Ifa. it. 2. this is compared to the hill of Ba/han 
for fertility and fruitfulnefs ; hence we read of the 
kine and bulls, the rams and lambs, and fatlings 
of Bafban, and of the oaks thereof, Deut. xxxii. 
14. Pfal, xxii. 12. Ifa. ii, 13, Ezek. xxxix. 18. 
Amos iv, 1. the ordinances of the church are green 
paftures, where his people become fat and flourith- 
ing, Pfal, xxiii. 2. and xcii. 13, 14.' | An high bill 
as the bill of Bafhan ; or an bill of eminences*; it 
had feveral tops, or little hills that rofé up from 
it; fo the church of Chrift, though but one hill or 
church in general, yet there are: feveral:little: hills 


* FID per eam, vel’ propter eam, Gejerus. 


Sorum, Montanus; vel eminentiarum, Gejeras; monte frequente gibbis, : 
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belong unto it, or patticular congtegationdl chutch- 


es, of which it confifts or 2 mountain abounding 


with cheefe* ; which fed-“much ‘cattle, and theft 


produced much milk, of which large quantities of 

cheéfe were made, and fo is expreffive of the fruit> 

fulnefé Of it. init Iau 
¥. 16. Why leap ye, ye bigh bills ? &e.) Mears — 


ing the kingdoms. of this ‘world that lift up them- — 


felves above, and look with contempt upon 


the intereft; kingdom, and church of Chrift 5; lié 


in ‘wait for it, leap upon it, infult overdt, and ens 
deavour to crufh ‘and extirpate it; but all jh 


-vain; thefe high hills and mountains are nothing 


before Zerubbabel King of faints ; his chureh is buile 


ona rock, and the’ gates of hell cannot prevail a> - 
gainft ic; the little ftone cut‘out of the mountaih ” 


without hahds will become a great mountain; aad 
fill the whole earth, and break m pieces and con+ 
fume the kingdoms of it: the word 437% im the Z 
rabit Yanguage, fignifies to lie in wait,as archi 
from’ R. Mofes Hadarfan obiervess /dnd to look 


church being clothed in white, as follows; fee Rev. | Out, and I¢ap upon’ the prey; fo R. Har in Be 


Melech fays it has the fignification of looking, eb+ 
ferving, hoping, or waiting, in the Arabic Jane 
guape *, ‘This is she bill which God deficeth to dwell 
in asin Pfal. exxxiiy 13. the Word of the Lord, 
as the Targum 5 the effential Word, the’ Meffiah : 
his defire was towards his church and people, in™ 
eternity, in tine, and now is; he: has\chefen and — 
defired ther for his habitation, and: in the midft 
of them he delights to be, Rev. i. 13+ > Yea, the 
Lord will dwell in it for ever; he dwells in his 
chutch now by his gfacious prefence » he willdwell 
in the new Féru/alem-church-ftate perfonally for the 
{pace of a thoufand years 5 and after that he will © 
dwell with, and among his people to all’ eternity 5 
fee Pfal. cxxxii. 14. : 3 

y. 17. The chariots of God are twenty thoufand, 
&c.] By which are mieant the angels, as the fole 
lowing claufe fhews ; called chariots, becaufe they 
have appeared in fuch a'form, 2 Kings ity ty. and 
vi. 17. and becaufe, like chariots of war; they dre 
the ftrength and protection of the Lord’s people 5 
and becaufe of theif fwiftnefs in doing his work 5 
and becaufe they ate for his honour and glory: 
they are the chariots of God, in which he rides a 
bout the world doing his will; they are the charts 
ots in which Chrift afcended up to heaven, and in < 
which he will defcend-at the laft day ; and in whieh» 
he now fetches the fouls of his people to hiny at 
death, and will make afe of them at the reftirrecs 
tion to gather them to him, when their bodies are 
raifed by him: their number is very great, and in 
other places is mentioned as greater, Dan. vii. to. 
Rev. vs 11. Chrift fpeaks of twelve legions of 


them, Matt. xxvi. 53. there is a multitude’ of | 


them, and they are faid to be even innumerabie; 
Luke ii. 13. Heb. xiv 22. which is obferved, bork 
for the glory of God, and: for the fafety of his 
people. Even rhoufands of angels; the word for 
angels is otily ufed in this place ; Kimobi and Bea 


Melech take it to be one of the names of angels b 
which they were called: fome derive it fromya 
word which fignifies peaceable and quiet 5 as 

ive of the tranquil’ ftate in which they are:im heads 
ven, always beholding’ the face of God there: 0+ 
thers’from a word which fignifies harp, asi Farebr 
and fo refers to their being the executioners of 
God’s wrath and. vengeance.on men, and alluding 
to a fort of chariots with fharp hooks ufed in war: 


others. from, a word which fignifies, to fecond ha 
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béing the fecond, or next to God, the chief prin- 
ces; or, as Aben Ezra, it denotes the number of 
angels, even ¢wo thoufand ; fo the Targum, << the 
*¢ chariots of God are two myriads, (or twenty 
*< thoufand) of burning fires, two thoufand of an- | 
The Lordis among them as in 
Sinai, in the boly place; that is, at the head of 
them, béing their governor and commander, at| 
whofe beck they are, and ready to do his will ; and 
he was among them when he afcended to heaven, 


© gels lead them.” 


as it follows, being carried up by them ;° as he was 
among them at Sinai, when the law was given; 
for Chrift was there then, 4és viis 38. and attend- 
ed with ten thoufands of his holy angels, by whom 
the law was ordained, fpoken and given, Déut. 
XXXill. 2. As vil. 53. Gal, iii. 19. Heb. tiv 2. 
which Sizai is called the holy place, from the pre+ 
fence of God there, and the law given from it: or 


in Sinai of old; fo in the holy place, in Sion his 
holy hill, the church under the gofpel-difpenfation, 
where there are an innumerable company of angels, 
Heb. xii. 22. according to the conftruction of the 
word in the Hebrew text, it feems as if Sinai was 
in. the holy place, the infide of it being of cedar, 


like the Sdittam wood that grew about Sinai '; or 


rather, the worfhip commanded and directed to on 
mount Sinai was performed in it. 

¥. 18. Thou haft afcended on high, &c.} Which 
is to be underftood, not of Mofes afcending up to 
the firmament, as the Targum and Farchi interpret 
it, of which we no where read ; nor of David’s go- 
ing up to’ the high fortreffes, as Aben Ezra ; nor 
of God’s afcent from mount Sinai; but of Chrift’s 
afcenfion to heaven, as the apoftle cites and explains 
it in Eph. iv. 8,9. which afcenfion refpects him as 
man, was not figurative, as in Gen. xvii. 22. but 
real and local, from earth to heaven; and was cer- 
tain and vifible; he was feen to go up by angels 
and men; and becaufe of the certainty of it, it is 
here expreffed in the paft.tenfe, though it was then 
future. Zhou haft led captivity captive ; meaning 
either fuch who had been captives, in which fenfe 
the word is ufed, P/al. cxxvi. i. and fo may de- 
fign either thofe who had been prifoners in’ the 
grave, but were fet free at Chrift’s refurrection, 
and went with him in triumph to heaven; or all 
his people, whom he redeemed by his blood from 
that captivity and bondage they were in by nature; 
or rather, thofe who led them captive are here meant 
by captivity ; fach as fin, Satan, the world, death, 
and every {piritual enemy, whom Chrift conquered 
and triumphed over ; the allufion may be to publi¢ 
triumphs, when captives were led in chains, even 
kings and great men,.that had captivated others: 
the words feem to be borrowed out of Fudg. v. 12. 
Thou baft received gifts for men; the gifts of the 
holy Spirit, qualifying men for the miniftry of the 
gofpel, as they are interpreted by the apoftle, pb. 
iv. rr, thefe Chrift received from his divine Father 
in human nature, when he afcended up to heaven, 
in order to give them to men; and which he did in 
a very extraordinary manner on the day of Pentecoft. 
The Targum and Syriac verfion render it, thou bast 


given gifts to men; and the Arabic verfion, and he gave 
gifts to men,as the apoftle, Eph. iv. 8. Yea, for the 
rebellious alfo; difobedient and unbelieving ™, as all 


FT Vid. Texelii Phoenix, 1. 3. ¢. 7. pr 281. 


at habitent cum Jah, Jehovah, Pifcator; cum Deo, Gejerus ; ut habitent pulchritudinem Dei, Cocceius. - 


it nos, Vatablus, Mofculus ; bajulat nos, Cocceius. 


T¥ Deus nobis, vel eft nobis, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus, Pifcator. 


Aus, Montanus, &c. 
cerob, in Somn, Scip. l. t. cc. 11, 


| takers of the grace 


| dwell with the Lord God * in his churches 5 enjoy 
elfe the fenfe is, that Chrift is among the angels as 
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meri aré by. nature, even God’s elect, before conver- 
fion, Tit. iii, 3. who are not only called by grace, 
and have the bleffings of grace beftowed upon them; 
but fome of then have gifts given them, whereby 
they are fitted to preach the gofpel to others, as 
Saul, the blafphemer, perfecutor, and injurious; and. 
fome of thofe among the Jews, that were concerned 
in the crucifixion of Chrift : though fome think the — 
Gentiles are intended, on whom the holy Spirit 
was poured forth after our Lord’s afcenfion 5 and fo 
the Targum interprets it of the rebellious, who be- 
come profelytes, and return by repentance. That 
the Lord God might dwell among them; that i8, 
that they, by the gifts and graces of the Spirit be- 
ftowed on them, might become a ‘fit habitation for 
God; or that hey, the rebellious, being now par- . 
God and his gifts, might 


his divine prefence, and have communion with 
him in his word and ordinances. 
_ ¥. 19. Bleed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us 
with-benefits, &c.] With all fpiritual bleffings, 
with an abundance of grace, as well as with tempo- 
ral mercies, for which he is, and ought to be praif- 
ed day by day: fo dben Ezra and Kimchi fapply 
the text, and fuppofe the word bdlefings or goodne/s- 
es to be wanting ; thoveh the words may be ren- 
dered, bleffed be the Lord day by day, be will bear 
us OF carry us°s asa father his child, or a thep- 
herd his lambs ; and fo he does from thé womb, 
even to hoary hairs; and therefore blefling and 
praife fhould be afcribed to him 5 fee J/a. xlvi. 3, 
4. and Ixiii. 9g. or be will put a burden upon us’; 
meaning the burden of afflictions: thefe are of the 
Lord’s laying upon his people; and he will lay no 
more upon them than he will enable them to bear ; 
and will in his own time and way deliver them 
from them, and be the author of falvation to them, 
as follows; and therefore his‘ name is to be praif- 
ed, t Cor, x. 13. the Targum interprets it of the 
burdenfomnefs of the law; ** bleffed be the Lord 
«s every day, he burdens us, adding precepts un- 
“¢ to precepts.” Even the God of our falvation. 
Selah. the author of temporal, fpiritual, and eter- 
nal falvation, as Chrift is. 
¥. 20. He that is our God, &c.] Or God for 
#s%5 is on our fide; andis the mighty God; able 
to fave to the uttermoft; is the God of falvation ; 
or God for falvations®; fot the obtaining of them 
for his people, and giving them to them, even of 
every kind. And unio God the Lord belong the 
iffues from death; deliverance from its Chrift has 
abolithed it, and him that had the power of it; has 
delivered himfelf from it, and will deliver all his 
people from it, though they become fubject to it, 
as well as from eternal death ; for he has the keys 
of hell and death in his hands. Some render the 
words, to God the Lord belong the iffues, or ways 
unto death *; he has various.ways of bringing per- 
fons to death, of deftroying his and his péoples 


enemies; and fo Farchi, Aben Ezra, and Kimebi 


interpret it; though the following words feeni to 
be oppofed to thefe : the heathens had a’ notion, that 
the power of death belonged to God ; hence they 
had a deity called the god of death, Dites*. 
¥. 21. But God forall wound the béad of his ené- 
mies,. 8c.) Him who is the chief of his enenties, 


; even 

™ CVV amedourrss, Sept. non ctedentes, V. L, a 2309 
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: mywin? ox Deus ad falutes, Pagni- 
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even Satan the prince of devils, the god of the 
world, the father of the wicked Jews, all enemies 
of Chrift ; to wound, is the fame as to. bruife him 
as in Gen. iii. 15. and fo the Targum here, ‘* but 
“© God fhall break the head of his enemies;” dif- 


appoint his fchemes, blaft his defigns, cruth his |. 


power and authority, demolifh his empire, and e- 
ternally deftroy him with the fire prepared for him 
and his angels ; and the fame may be applied to 
the man of fin, and all other enemies of Chrift, 
who is the divine perfon here, and all along fpoken 
of; fee Pal. cx. 6.. And the hairy fcalp of fuch 
an one as goeth on ftill in bis tre/paffes; by whom 
may be meant Antichrift: archi interprets it 
of Efau, who was an hairy man, and a figure of 
Antichrift; and his hairy fealp may denote his 
fiercenefs and cruelty, appearing like a favage 
beaft, drinking the blood of the faints ; and like a 
thief and a robber, who ufed to let their hair grow 
long, fhagged and entangled, to ftrike terror into 
men they met with, Zod v. 5. and alfo his pride 
and haughtinefs ; he exalting himfelf above all that 
is called God, and opening his mouth in blafphe- 
my againft him: and likewife it fignifies his great 
power and authority, he having people, kingdoms 
and nations depending upon him, as hair on the 
head, and fubjeét to him: and_of him it may be 
truly faid, that he goes on flill in his trefpaffes ; in 
tyranny, idolatry, fuperftition, and will-worfhip ; 
taking no notice of what God fays by his witnefles, 
nor any warning by what the eaftern empire fuffered 
by the Turks and Saracens; fo as to repent of the 
works of his hands, of worfhipping idols of gold, 
filver, brafs and wood; nor of his murders, for- 
ceries, fornications and thefts ; but ftill perfifting 
in them, until his, and the fins of his followers, 
reach to heaven, Rev. ix. 20, 21. and xviii. 5. but 
the God-man, Chrift Jefus, will give him a dead- 
ly wound, of which he fhall never be healed: this 
alfo holds true of all that perfift in a finful courfe 
of life without repentance; who are workers of ini- 
quity, whofe lives are one continued feries of fin- 
ning ; thefe will be punifhed by Chrift with ever- 
Jafting deftruction. 

y. 22. The Lord faid, &c.} Within himfelf, in 
his own heart 3 he refolved upon it in his mind ; 
or he faid it in council and in covenant ; he under- 
took and engaged to do what follows ; or he {poke 
of it in promife and in prophecy, as what would 
be done. J will bring again from Bafhan; as he 
delivered his people from Og king of Ba/ban for- 
merly, Numb. xxi. 33-35. fo he purpofed and 
promifed to ranfom them out of the hands of him 
that was ftronger than they ; to recover them from 
the {trong man armed, and deliver them from the 
power of darknefs, and tranflate them into hisown 
kingdom, and fave them from all the bulls of Ba- 
Joan, fee Pfal, xxii. 14. to which text Farchi re- 
fers in the expofition of this; though fome under- 
ftand it of the fat and great ones of the earth, of 
the converfion of kings and princes, P/al. xxii. 
29. J will bring my people again from the depths 
of the fea, out of the moft wretched and defperate 
condition, out of the depths of fin and mifery ; out 
of an helplefs and hopelefs ftate, in which they were 
through the fall, and their actual tranfgreffions : 
‘the allufion is to the bringing of the children of 
Jfrael through the Red fea, and out of the depths 


of it, unto dry land: the Yargum interprets the 


whole of the refurrection of the righteous, whether 
devoured by wild beafts, or drowned in the fea ; 


Gejerus. 
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fee, Rev. xx. 13,' {ome interpret the paflage of the 
Lord’s gathering of his people, in effectual voca- 
tion, from the eaft and from the weft; from the 
eaft, fignified by Ba/han; and from the weft, 
the depths of the fea; fee J/a. xliii. 5. y 
¥. 23. That thy foot may be dipped in the blood o 
thine enemies, &c.] . This verfe is in connexion 
with y. 21. the 22d verfe being to be read in.a 
renthefis: the fenfe is, that the Meffiah would fo 
wound the head and hairy fcalp of his peoples ene- 
mies, and there fhould be fuch a large effufion of 
blood, that their feet fhould be dipped therein, 
Rev. xiv. 20. fee the note on P/al. lviit. 10. And 
the tongue of thy dogs in the fame; who fhould lick 
it up, as the dogs: licked the blood of Fezebel, 
1 Kings xxi. 19. 2 Kings ix. 35, 36. and fo fucha 
carnage will be made of Antichrift and his follow- 
ers, that the fowls of the heavens will be called up- 
on to eat the flefh of kings, captains, and mighty 
ones, Rev. xix. 17, 18. iy f 
y¥. 24. Ibey have feen thy goings, O God, 8c. 
In faving his people, and deftroying his enemies. 


Even the goings of my God, my King, in the fantiu- 


ary; The walk and converfation of Chrift,. when 
he was made flefh, and dwelt among men;_his 
manner of life and deportment; his works and mi- 


racles, his fufferings, death, and refurrection from 


the dead; all which his apoftles were eye-witnefies 
of; as alfo his going up to heaven, which was vi- 
fible to angels and men; likewife his progrefs and 
victorious expeditions in fadea, and in the Gentile 
world, by the miniftry of the word, in which he 
went forth conquering, and to conquer; which 
fenfe is confirmed by the following words: for 
Chrift, who is God over all, the Lord and God 
of his people, and King of faints, is here, as 
throughout the pfalm, intended. The Yargum 
interprets it of the path or goings of the divine 
Majefty upon the fea, which the houfe of J/rael 
faw. 

y. 25. The fingers went before, &c.] The apoftles 
and minifters of the word, the fweet fingers of 
Tfrael, the charmers that charm fo very wifely: 
the gofpel is a joyful found; it is like vocal mufie, 
harmonious and delightful ; it is as a very lovely 
fong of one that hath a pleafant voice, as Ezekiel’s 
miniftry was, Ezek. xxxiii. 32. it is a voice of 
love, grace, and mercy, of peace, pardon and 
righteoufnefs, and of eternal life and falvation by 
Chrift ; it is as mufic in the ears of fenfible fouls, 
when founded forth, and fung. out clearly and dif- 
tinétly by the faithful minifters of it. The allufion 
feems to be to fingers going before armies, when 
marching to battle, or returning with victory ; fee 
2 Chron. xx. 21,28. Ihe players on inftruments fol- 
lowed after ; fo the {weet ftrains of the gofpel, the 
melodious notes, and diftinguifhing founds of it, 
as well as the praifes of God’s people, are, in the 
New Teftament, fignified by harps, and mens 
playing upon them, Rev. v. 8. and xiv. 2. and 
xv. 2. Among/t them were the dam/els playing with 
timbrels , or in the midft of the virgins playing with 
timbrels", or beating on tabrets; as women ufe 
to do when they met their kings returning from 
the conqueft of their enemies; fee 1 Sam. xyiil. 
6, 7. thefeé may be the pure and primitive church- 
es of Chrift, and the members thereof, rejoic ng 
at the preaching of the gofpel, and praifing G 
for the bleffings of grace in it; in the midft of which 
the minifters of the word fung the new fong of 
gofpel-truths : and who may be compared det 


* mindy JID in medio puellarum, Pagninus, Montanus; inter puellas, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcators fo Coceeius, 
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fels or virgins for their beauty and comelinefs, thro’ 
Chrift ; for their relation to him, being betrothed 
unto him ;_ and for their ftrong and chafte affection 
for him; for their incorruptnefs in doétrine and 
worfhip, and their uprightnefs in their lives and 
converfation, Kev. xiv. 4. the allufion may. be to 
Miriam and the women with her at the, Red fea, 
Exod. xv. 20. and the Zargum interprets the whole 
verfe of Mofes and Aaron finging at the Red fea, 


andof Miriam and the women playing withtimbrels. 


y. 26. Blefs ye God in the congregations, &c.| 
This was what they faid as. they fung and played ; 
they called upon the churches, and the members 


of them, and upon one another, to blefs the Lord | 
Jefus Chrift, God manifeft in the flefh; not by in- | 


voking, or beftowing a blefling on him, which 
cannot be, and of which he has no need; but b 

proclaiming him to be God over-all, , bleffed. for 
evermore, as he is in himfelf; and the. perfections 
of his nature, by attributing all the bleffings of na- 
ture, grace, and glory to him, in whom they are, 
and from whom they come ; and by exercifing faith 
upon him for them particularly, and for pardon, 
righteoufnefs, fupplies of grace, and everlafting 
falvation; and by giving him the glory.ofall, and 


afcribing bleffing and honour to him on account of 


them ; which fhould be done openly and publick- 
ly, in the feveral particular congregated churches 
of Chrift ; and this fhews the pfalm ftill.refers, to 
gofpel-times, in which only. fuch. churches..are. 
Even the Lord, from the fountain of Ifrael; or the 
Lord, who is of the fountain of Jfrael” ; that is, 
whofe natural defcent is from J/rael, or Facob, as 
Chrift’s was according to the flefh, Rom. ix. 5. 
though fome take this to be a defcription of the po- 
fterity of Facob, thofe that go out from the foun- 
tain of J/rael, as Aben Ezra and Kimchi ; fee fai. 
xviii. 1. fo the Zigurine verfion, and others; who 
are called upon to blefs the Lord : but then it muft 
be underftood, not of the carnal J/raelites, they 
rejected the Meffiah, Jefus, and called him accurf- 
ed; but the fpiritual feed of Facob, whether Jews 
or Gentiles ; J/raclites indeed, in whom is no guile. 
The Targum, and fo Farchi, interpret it of the feed 
of I/rael; compare with this Lukei. 415.44. the 
“words may be read, for, or becaufe of the fountain 
of Ifrael*: God, who is the fountain of living wa- 
ters ; Chrift, whofe blood is the fountain opened for 
fin and uncleannefs; the Spirit, who, in the ope- 
rations of his grace, isa well, or fountain of living 
water, fpringing up unto eternal life; and all fpi- 
ritual bleffings, and the abundance of them, which 
the {piritual /raetof God enjoy, may be defigned 
by this phrafe ; and fo be confidered as the reafon 
why God the Lords to be blefied. Some under- 
ftand it of the fcriptures, from whence all divine 
knowledge, bleffing and praife are derived; and 
others of the heart, and the abundance of it, from 
whence, and not with the lips only, men fhould 
blefs and praife the Lord. ° 
¥. 27. There is little Benjamin, with their ruler, 
&c.] Or whois sheir ruler” ; that is, in thecongre- 
gations or churches, where he was a ruler; or in the 
proceffion, the triumphal progrefs of Chrift in ‘7u- 
dea, and in the Gentile world, by the miniftry of 
the word ; where the fingers and players of inftru- 
ments, and damfels with timbrels, went in order : 
for not the tribe of Benjamin is meant, called /itt/e, 
becaufe Benjamin was Facob’s younger fon; or be- 


* Sey? WVpNId qui eft ex fonte Ifraelis, i.e. natus ex femine Ifraelis, Tillius & Vitringa apud Michael. 
y. [3919 dominans eos, Pagninus, Montanus, Gejerus ; dominator eorum, Muf. 
% Ebr,Comment, p. 777- 


vel propter fontem Ifrael, Gejerus. 
culus; fo Tigurine verfion, Cocceius. 
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caufe it was greatly weakened and retluced at Gi- 
beah, Judg. xx. 48. and was one of theofmalleft 
tribes in J/rae/, and Saul’s family, who was the 
firft king of J/rae/, the leaftin that tribe,.1 Sam: ix. 
21. though the Zargum interprets, it of the’ tribe ; 
and fo Farchi; but the apoftle Pau/ is here meant, 
who was of the tribe.of Benjamin, Rom, :xier. 
Phil, iii. 5. was a young/ man when’ he; was:con~ 
verted, Ads vil. 58, asthe Septuaging \anidyWui- 
gate Latin verfions have ithere ; was, /ittdéinettas 
ture, as is generally reported of him, and as: his 
name Paul may be thought to fignify, and «might 
be given him on that, account ; fee 2 Cor.-x, 2ofand 
was little in his own eyes, Jefs than the!leaft-of all 
faints, and the chief of. finners one\-born out of 
due time, and unworthy to, be called anrapottle ; as 
well as he was little and. contemptible in theeyes.of 
others; yet he was greatly. honoured by-Ghrift,-had 
an authority, from him, was arwlerin his churches 5 
fet in the firft place there, made an apoftle, and:was 
an apoftle of the Gentiles, and not,a! whit-behind 
the very chief of the apoftles ; and he was a princi+ 
pal in.this progrefs, and therefore.is named firfts 
he was.a chofen veflel to bear the name of -Chrift, 
and carry it into the Gentile world;, he travelled 
and laboured more abundantly than the reft, and 
preached the gofpel fully from Feru/falem round ae 
bout to Lilyricum, The, Septuagint and Vulgate 
Latin verfions, render it, there was Benjamin the 
younger in an extafy, oxtrance; as the.apoftle Paul 
was, 4éZs iX.9. and xxil..17. 2 Cor, xii. 2-Ly.-but 
our verfion is beft.. Lhe princes of fudab, and-their 
council; or company, as. Kimchi; their churches; 
or congregations over which they -prefided, »:or 
were the means of gathering ; thefe were the :apos 
{tles, fome of which were of the,tribe of - Fudab of 
which tribe Chrift was, and fo muft be thofe that are 
called his brethren, Mate. xiii. 55. Asi. tige'thefe 
were princes, not only in.common with,othenchrif= 
tians, by adoption and ;regeneration, butby*their 
office, being apoftles, and over others in the ord 5 
and befides the church at Feru/alem, where Fames 
prelided, there were other churches in Fudea, which 
had fpiritual guides and governors over’ them 3 fee 
Heb. xii, 7, 17. and. fo the Septuagint verfion, 
and thofe that follow it, render the words, the prin- 
ces of Fudab, their governors; and fo Aben Ezra 
interprets them, and obferves that regem in Zechy 
vil. 2. fo fignifies; to, which the fenfe of R. Mena 
chem in Farchi agrees, who renders it ¢heirpurpled 
ones; fo Cocceius ; but Guffetius * renders it their 


Stoning ; who ftoned thofe that preached the gofpel 


tothem; fee Matt. xxi. 35. and xxiii. 37. or fton- 
ed their enemies, conquered them ; or their ffone *, 
the Meffiah, that fprung from Fudab, Gen. xlix, 246 
Pfal. cxvitl.22. The princes of Zebulun,and the prin- 
ces of Napbtali; the reft of the apoftles, who were of 
Gaililee,in which country lay the tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali ; fuch as Peter, Andrew, Fames and Fobn, 
Philip and Nathaniel , fee Matt. iv. 132%. Fobn 
i. 44—46. 

¥. 28. Thy God hath commanded thy strength, 
&c.] Which is either an apoftrophe, .or an ad- 
drefs to the Meffiah, as in P/a/. xlv. 7, declaring, 


that as his God and Father had purpofediand pro- 


mifed to fend forth, fo he had fent forth the rodof 
his ftrength out of Sion, Pfal. cx. 1, 2. thatis, his 
gofpel, both into the feveral cities of F¥udea, and 
into the Gentile world, where it was the power of 

‘ God 


8 Ob 


* Vid, Teelman, Explic. Parabol, p. 312, 
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God unto falvation, both to Jew and Gentile’: or elf 
thefe: words are fpoken to the churches and congre- 


gations, in whom the Lord’s name was to be blefs-. 


ed; or. to. the princes, rulers, and governors of 
them before mentioned, fhewing that the Lord has 
made good his promife to thém, that as their day 
was, their ftrength fhould be ; and it was owing to 
their being ftrengthened by him that they: walked 
up and down in his name, doing his work, and 
preaching his gofpel, both to Jews and Gentiles ; 
to which they reply by petition, Strengthen, O God, 
that «which thou baft wrought for us; which, if un- 
derftood of the apoftles, princes and rulers, refers 
to the work of preaching the gofpel, and the fuc- 
cefs of it, defiring it might be more and more con- 
firmed ; and‘ tothe fettlement of chriftianity, in the 
pagan world, and alfo to the work of the reformation 
from popery in later times; compare with this 
Rev. iii. 2. if of the churches, and the members 
thereof, .it may refpect the carrying on, and finifh- 
ing the work of grace in them. It is rendered in 
us by the Septuagint, and others; fee J/at. xxvi. 
12. for this work fometimes feems to be very low 
and weak, and needs ftrengthening, and it is God 
only that cando it, and he will do it, 1 Pet. v.10. 
and this fhews. that the grace of God is not only 
neceflary at firft converfion, ' but to be continued for 
the performing of the work of grace until the day of 
Chrift. , 

¥. 29. Becaufe of thy temple at Ferufalem, &c.] 
Not :the material temple there, which was not in 
being»in David's time, but was built by his fon, 
and deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar ; and though it 
was rebuilt by Zerubbabel, tepaired by Herod, and 
was the ‘Meffiah’s temple, into which he entered as 
the. Lord and proprietor of it, Mal. iii. 1, yet was 
quickly after his timé demiolifhed, and will ‘never 
be rebuilt more ; but the Meffiah’s {pirituat temple, 
of which he isthe builder, foundation, and cor- 
ner-ftone’; the materials of which are believers in 
him, and it is for his fervice, worfhip and glory: and 
becaufe of Ferufalem”, as it may be tranflated; by 
which alfo the church of Chrift is meant, which is 
the heavenly Ferufalem, the Yerufalem. which is‘a- 
bove; and free, the mother of us all; the city of 
the gréat-King, “the place of divine worthip, and 
well fortified by the power'and grace of God. The 
words may be rendered above Ferufalem *, and con- 
neétéed, .either with the preceding verfe, and ‘fo 
point:at the place, heaven, the temple, and pa- 
lace of ‘the Meffiah ; from whence fpiritual health 
and ftrength are defired, and may be expected; or 


with the following words, and the fenfe be, from, or. 


out-of thy temple in Ferufalem; even out of the mate- 
riak temple; the gofpel fhould be preached, as it was 
by the apoftles on the day of Pentecof;, and fo the 
word of the Lord went out from thence, and from 
Jerufalem into Fudea, and fo into the Gentile world, 
where it'is continued, and will be until the kings 
of the earth-fhall be converted, as follows. Shai] 
kings bring prefents unto thee; that is, fuch as fhould 
become chriftians, as Con/tantine and others, in the 
earlier ages of chriftianity; who brought their. rich- 
es and wealth to Chrift, and into his church, with 
a defign for the good and welfare of it, though it 
proved otherwife ; and as many will in the latter 
day,. who being converted, will bring prefents to 
the King Meffiah, join his churches, and be their 
nurfing ‘fathers ; fee P/al. Ixxii. 10, 11. Jfai. xlix. 


“8 mow ‘Sy propter Jerufchalaima, Junius & Tremellins. 
© Lexic. Polyglott, col. 3376. 


Mp MP congregationem calami, Pagninus. 


this phrafe fhews that the whole is to be t 
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23. and Ix. 3, rt, 16. and who will bring their 
glory and honour, and that of the eno ne 
the new Ferufalem-church-ftate, Rev. xxi. 24, - 

and it will be becaufe of his church mre | 


and for their good and welfare, as well as for the 


glory and honour of Chrift, that thofe prefents 
will be brought; and which will not only be theirs, 
their good things, but themfelves, whom t 
will prefent to the Lord, as living and ‘accept-. 
able facrifices, Rom, xii: 1. the Targum is, “* out 
“of «thy temple’ thou fhalt receive offerings 5 
“upon Ferufalem thy fhekinab dwells; out of 
“© their palaces kings fhall bring unto thee facri= 
“ fices. igi + fe hagiote 
‘ys 30. Rebuke the company of pear-men, &e. 
Or of the reed“; that is, men that ufe and fight 
with fpears, like to reeds, as Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech interpret it. Aben Ezra fays, that {pears are 
fo called in the Kedarene, or Arabian language; 
and the Arabians ufea fort of reed for a fpear, a& 
Mr Castel out of Avicenna obferves‘, and Pliny * 
fays they are ufed for fpears: or rather the words 
fhould be rendered, rebuke, reftrain, deftroy ree 
wild beaft, or beafts of the reed®; as the Syriac, 
Septuagint, and Vulgate Latin verfions, and others, 
render it: the allufion is to fuch kind of creatures 
as lions in the thickets of Fordan; fee Fer. xlix. 
1g. and the note there ; and the behemoth, chat 
lies under the covert of reeds, ‘fob xl. 21. or as the 
crocodile in the river Wile, and other rivets of Z- 
gypt, which abounded with flags and reeds, in 
which fuch creatures lay; fee J/a, xix. 6, 7. and 
xxxv. 6; and xxxvi. 6. perhaps the hippopotamus, 
or river-horfe, is referred to; fo may defign an in- 
fidious, cruel, and tyrannical prince; fuch an one 
as Pharaoh king of Egypt, Ma. xxvii. 1. 4 type of 
Antichrift, and who feems to be here meant; for 
as Rome, for it wickednefs, cruelty, and idolatry, 
is fpiritually called Egypt, Rev. xi. 8. fo the Ro- 
mifo Antichrift is the beaft afcending out of the 
bottomlefs pit ; and is an infidious creature, lies in 
wait. to deceive, puts on the mafk and vizor of 
chriftianity ; has twoshorns, like a lamb in his ec- 
clefiaftic capacity 3 lies covered with the reeds of 
the traditions, inventions, and the doétrines of men 5 
and teaches men to truft in the ftaff of a broken 
reed, in their own merits, and the merits of others. 
archi interprets it of E/ax, who is like to a wild 
boar that dwells among the reeds; and the Ta/mud* 
interprets it of a beaft that dwells among reeds, and 
the Glofs explains it of the nation of Amalek; the 
Turks, according to fome, are meant. The multi- 
tude of bulls; the fecular powers of the beat of 
Rome’; the antichriftian ftates, their kings and prin- 
ces, comparable to thefe creatures for their great 
ftreneth, power and authority, and for their fierce- 
nefs and furioufnefs in perfecuting the people of — 
God: thefe are horned creatures, the ten horns of 
the beaft, in his’ civil and fecular capacity, with 
which he pufhes at the faints, cafts them down, 
and tramples upon them ; fee P/al. xxii. 13. Azek, 
xxxix. 18. compared with Rev. xix. 18, With the 
calves of the people; or the people comparable to 
calves for their weaknels, folly, and ftupi 
thefe are the common people under the govern 
and influence of the kings and princes of the ¢ 
the people, multitudes, nations an san 


whom the antichriftian harlot fits, rules 


not 
in 


3 : apne Pe 
© Super Jeru(alaim, Paginas ‘Mntanils Vatblan / 
“_ f Na + Hitt. 1, 16. ¢. 36. 
* Feram cannz, Montanus; beftiam arundineti, Cocceius ; feram vel beftiam arundinis, Gejerus, Michaclis. 
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in a literal, but figurative fenfe, Tillevery one 
Jubmit bimfelf with pieces of fiver; that is, rebuke 
them by thy word, or by thy providences, until 
they become fenfible of their fins, repent of them; 
and fubmit themfelves to Chrift'; and bring with 
them their wealth and fubftance, and lay it:at his 
feet for the ufé of his intereft; as a teftification of 
their fubjeétion to him! but as this is not to be 
expetted from the perfons before defcribed, at 
leaft not from every one-of them ; the words require 
another fenfe, and are to be confidered asa conti+ 
nued defcription of the perfons to be rebuked, and 
may be rendered, even every one that treads with 
pieces of filver*;, that walks proudly and haughtily, 
being decorated with gold and filver on their gar- 
ments ; fo the Romi/b Antichrift is faid to be deck- 
ed, her popes, cardinals and bifhops, with gold 
and precious ftones, Rev. xvii. ‘4. or every one that 
bumbles bimfelf for pieces of filver', as the word is 
rendered in Prov. vi. 3. that lies down to be tram- 
pled upon for the fake of temporal advantage; and 
fo it defcribes the parafites and flatterers of the man 
of fin, who crouch unto him, take his mark in 
their hands, or foreheads, thatthey may be allow- 
ed to buy and fell; all thefe, it is defired, God 
Would rebuke, not in love, but with flames‘of fire, 
as he will fooner of later; for when the kings of 
the earth are become chriftians, as in the preceding 
verfe, God will put it into their hearts to hate the 
whore, and burn her flefh with fire. Scatter thou 
the people that delight in war ; as Antichrift, and the 
antichriftian ftates do: they take delight in making 
war with the faints, and in flaying of them, to whom 
power has been given fo todo; with whofe blood 
they have been made drunk, and have took as much 
pleafure in the fhedding of it, as a drunken man 
does in indulging himfelf to excefs in liquor; but 
thefe in God’s own time fhall be fcattered, when 
Chrift the Lamb fhall fight againft them with the 
{word of his mouth, and fhall utterly deftroy them ; 
fee Rev. xiii. 7. and xvii. 6, 14. and xix. 15 
ome 21. ‘ sles 

¥. 31. Princes fhall come out of Egypt, 8¢c.] The 
Vulgate Latin and all the Oriental verfions render 
it, ambaffadors. This verfe is a prophecy of the 
converfion of the Gentiles, under the names of £- 
gypt and Ethiopia ; which will be at the fame time 
that the kings of the earth will become Chriftians, 
and Antichrift will be deftroyed. The gofpel is 
faid to be preached in Egypt by Mark the Evange- 
lift; and no doubt but there were converfions 
there in the firft times of the gofpel; but there 
will be more in the latter day ; fee P/al. Ixxxvii. 
3, 4. and the whole roth chapter of Jaiab. Un- 
lefs we underftand this of kings and princes, that 
fhall leave the communion of the-church of ‘Rome, 
which is fpiricually and myftically Zeypt} and join 
themfelves with the true churches of Chrift; fee 


Rev. xi. 8. and xviii, 4. The converfion of every 


finner, is a coming out of Egypt it is ‘a call of 


them out ~of darknefs and bondage, worfe than 


that of Egypt, into light and liberty, when they 
are fet among princes, even the princes of Chrift’s 
people. Ethiopia fhall foon firetch out her hands 


unto Gods the gofpel is faid to be preached in: 


Ethiopia by the Evangelift Matthew, and alfo by 
Matthias, who fucceeded “Fudas in the apoftlefhip; 
by means of whofe miniftry there is reafon to con- 
clude, fome were converted : and we have an in- 
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{tance of a famous Ethiopian; that was converted 
and baptized by Pdilip, Acts viii. 27, and who 
very likely carried the gofpel into this country, and 
{pread it: fo that this prophecy began to have its 
ulfilment then, but will have a greater hereafter ; 
fee Pal, lxxxvii. 4.. All men are like Ethiopians, 
even God’s elect, in a ftate of nature and unrege- 
neracy : they are black with original fin and ac- 
tual tranfgreffions ; and can no more remove this 
blacknefs, than the Ethiopian can change his fkin, 
Fer. xii. 23. They are like them, idolaters, férv- 
ing divers lufts and pleafures, the idols of their 
own hearts; are in a itate of diftance, afar off 
from God and Chrift, and from his people, word 
and ordinances; and are enemies in their minds by 
wicked works, yea enmity itfelf, and ftretch’ out 
their hands againft God; but when they are called 
and converted, and made fenfible of their ftates 
then they ftretch out their hands unto God, as a 
gefture of forrow, Fer. iv. 31. Lam. i. 17. ex- 
preffing their forrow for fin, as committed againft 
God, and becaufe of the evil that is init; and look 
to Chrift, and ftretch out their hands to him, whom 
they have pierced, and mourn; and as a prayer-gef- 
ture, Fob xi. 13. For as foon:as a man is convert- 
ed, he prays and cries to God for pardoning grace 
and mercy, and to be cleanfed from his fin, and 


to be openly received into his favour, and to enjoy 
communion with him ; and as the gefture of a man 


in the utmoft danger, who ftretches out his hand 
to Jay hold.on any thing to fave hims and fo a 
finner, fenfible of its danger, and feeing Chrift and 
falvation in him, it ftretches out its hand, lays 
hold on him, and will have him and no other to 
be its Saviour, and receives his righteoufnefs, and 
grace out of his fulnefs; and as the gefture of one 
that is conquered, refigning up himfelf into the 
victor’s hands, as a token of fubmiffion, peace and 
reconciliation ™ ; fo finners, in the day of Chrift’s 
power upon them, are made.willing to fubmit and 
give up themfelves to him. In the Hedrew text it 


is, foall make ber bands to run unto.God"; that is, 


with an offering, gold or fome treafure, to bring 
it unto God; as dben Ezra, Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech interpret it; which may very well be under- 
fteod of the offering of themfelves, as well as of 
the {piritual facrifices of prayer and praife. The 
Targum is, ‘the fons of Ham fhall come, the great 
“* men out of Egypt, to be made profelytes; the 
<< children of Cu/h (or Ethiopia) fhall run to ftretch 
‘< out their hands in prayer to God,’’ Farchi’s note 
is, ** and then when thou fhalt deftroy E/au (his 
‘© pofterity) and the King Meffiah fhall arife, they 
«¢ fhall bring to thee gifts out of Ezbiopia.” And 
fo. he owns this to be a prophecy of the Meffiah; 
and {fo it is applied to the times of the Meffiah, and 
to the nations bringing gifts to him, in the Ta/- 


mud °, and other Jewifh writings ’. 


¥. 32. Sing unto.God, ye kingdoms of the earth, 
&c,],. Not only the Agyptian and Erhiopian king- 
doms, but all the kingdoms of the world; which 
will now be converted to Chrift, and become his, 
even all the papal, pagan and mahometan king- 
doms ; fee Rev. xi. 15. Thefe are called upon to 
fing fongs and hymns of praife to Chrift, who is 
God, for redemption by him, and falvation in him ; ” 
and for their deliverance from all the darknefg and 
delufions, under which they formerly were. OQ fing 
praifes unto the Lord. Selah. the Lord of ved oe 

, or 
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Lord of lords, the Head of the church, and Sa- 
viour of the body; and whom thofe converted na- 
tions will acknowledge to be their Lord ‘and King; 
and make their homage, and bring theirtribute of 
praife to him, for breaking the antichriftian yokes 
that were upon them, and freeing them from the 
tyranny and bondage with which ‘they were op- 
prefied : this will be fulfilled’ in”the- latter’ day 5 
fee’ Rev, xi: 15, 16,17. and xv. 2, 3, 4. ‘and xix. 
ews . 

¥.°33. Io him that rideth upon the heaven of 
heavens, ‘which were of old, &c.] Or eaffward *; 
the firft, fecond and third heavens, which were 
created from the beginning of time by Chrift him- 
felf, P/al. cii. 25. compared with Heb. i. 10. Thefe 
he rode upon when he afcended on high, ‘even far 
above all heavens, as the apoftle fays, Epbhe/. iv. 
ro. and fo above the heaven of heavens, when he 
was made higher than they, and both Lord and 
Chrift; and placed his throne in them, and from 
thence exerciles his government over the whole 
world : and it may be obferved, that it was from 
mount Olivet, which was to the eaft of Yerufalem, 
that Chrift afcended, and fo to the eaftern part of 
the heavens, és 1.12. Zech. xiv. 4. fee Rev. 
vii. 2. Lo, he doth fend out bis voice; which is 
his gofpel, for that is the voice of Chrift ; which 
he utters by his minifters, and which his fheep, 
his people, hearken unto, and can diftinguith from 
the voice of a ftranger. This is a voice of love, 
grace and mercy ; it {peaks of righteoufnefs, peace, 
pardon and falvation by him, and is very joyful 
and comfortable to hear. This he fent out by his 
apoftles into all the earth, after his afcenfion to 
heaven ; and which he has been, more or lefs, fend- 
ing out in one place or another, by his minifters, 
ever fince ; and in the latter day will fend it out 
more clearly, fully and largely, by a fett of minif- 
ters he will raife up for that! purpofe. And that 
a mighty voice; or, @ voice of firength*; a ftrong 
and powerful voice, fuch as the gofpel is,’ when 
accompanied with the power and Spirit of God. 
It is a foul-fhaking and awakening voice; it is an 
heart-melting and an heart-breaking one; it is a 
quickning and an enlightning voice ; it quickens 
dead finners, gives life unto them, and the en. 
trance of it gives light to dark minds : it is a foul- 
charming and alluring one; it draws to Chrift, en- 
gages the affections to him, and fills with unfpeak- 
able delight and pleafure. The Targum inter- 
prets this of the voice of the Spirit of prophecy ; 
Aben Ezra underftands this voice as faying what 
follows. 

x. 34. Afcribe ye Strength unto God, &c.] The 
Meffiah; by afferting him to be the mighty’God, 
even the Almighty ; by attributing works of ftrength 
and power to him: fuch as the creation of all things; 
upholding all things in their being ; the redemp- 
tion and prefervation of his people ; the. refurrec- 
tion of the dead, &?c. by applying to him, and ex- 
ercifing faith on him for fpiritual ftrength, and 
giving him the glory of it: fo the Targum, * give 
“ the glory of ftrength to God.” Moreover, 
this may be underftood of afcribing dominion and 
power to him by the kingdoms of the earth, who 
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are here addreffed,|:when they fhall ‘be converted 
to him ; and who, upon this enlargement of his 
kingdom, will be congratulated by his people, for 
taking to: himfelf \his great. power and reigning, 
Rev. xiv 15, 16, 17. « His excellency is over Ifrael; 
the fpiritual J/rae/, fuch who are J/raelites indeed. 
Over thefe his. glorious Majefty in his kingdom 
rules; they are; fubject to him, and, acknowledge 
him for their King; and among, them is his /be- 
kinab, or divine prefence. Or over I/ael, lite- 
rally underftood ;, when they. fhall,. as at this time 
the prophecy refers to, ‘be. all called, converted and 
faved : they fhall feek, the, Lord their God, and 
David their King, and he thall be. Prince over 
them. Aud bis ftrength, is, in, the clouds’; which 
are- round about -him,ithe chariots,in. which he 
tides, and in which,he fhews. his ftrength; by 
fending forth from thence the rain of his ftrength, 
the terrible: lightning and thunder, » In thele he 
went up to heaven,! and; in thefe-he»will come a- 
gain to judgment... They may be mpyftically un- 
derftood of the minifters of the gofpel; efpecially 
in the latter day, who may. be compared to clouds 
for, their numbers, they will then.be many ; for 
their fwiftnefs.in moving jto and fro,. and {pread- 
ing the gofpel; and;for their being full of the doc+ 
trines of grace, comparable to rain; fee J/a. v. 6, 
And the Lord’s ftrength will be feen in them,who 
will greatly ftrengthen them to do. their, work ; 
his) ftrength will be made perfect..in their weak- 
nefs.; the excellency of the power attending their 
miniftrations, to the large converfion of: finners, 
will appear to be of God, and not of/man....._. 
¥. 35. O God, thou art terrible, 8ec,]: In his 
judgments and aéts.of vengeance, on,Antichrift and 
the antichriftian. ftates ; being the Lion of the tribe 
of Fudab, that will break them to pieces as a pot- 
ter’s veflel: or reverend * 5 to be feared-and wore 
fhipped by his faints. . Out of thy baly places; both 
out of heaven, the habitation of his holinefs, by 
angels and glorified faints.there; and out of all his 
churches, the feveral aflemblies of them, among 
whom he is greatly:to be feared and: adored : the 
Targum interprets it of .the houfe of the fanétua- 
ry. Ihe God of ITfrael is be that giveth ftrength and 
power unto his people ; his peculiar covenant-peo- 
ple, his J/rae] he is the God of. . Thefe are wea 
and encompafied' about with infirmities; he | 
ftrength in himfelf for them); he has promifed it 
to them, and he gives it to them asa pure gift and 
unmerited favour of his. It may be underftood 
of the great degree of ftrength that will be given 
them in the latter day ; when a {mall one fhall be 
a {trong nation, and the feeble fhall be as David, 
and David as God, as the angel of the Lord, J/z. 
Ix, 21. Zech. xii. 8. and of the dominion and great- 
nefs of the kingdom under the whole heaven; 
which will be given to the faints of the moft High, 
Dan. vii. 27. Bleffed be God: the pfalm is con- 
cluded with an afcription of blefling to the Mefiiah, 
who is God bleffed for evermore ; and who, as Me- 
diator, is the promifed feed, in whom all nations 
were to be bleffed, and now will be; fee Rev, v, 


12, 13. tebe OR: ceal 
S$ Ig deo) stay 
ey, 
ey Np voted! ‘prttuliie ane 

7 ae ‘ 

eo - ? tg Ni a 
era Tae ! 72a aoe 2 


° pus =a a . . > erwas * ’ 
: | 

PSALM 

e 4 5 7 ? 5 


*¢ ae r 2-3 tee 


Pix 3, = PSALMS 


ee 
1 ® 


PSALM LXIX. 


753 


To the chief mufician, upon Shofhannim, 4 p/alm of Dayid. 


O* the word fhofbannim, fee the noté upon 
the title of P/a/. xlv. The Targum renders 
it, ** concerning the temoval of the fanxhedrim ;” 
which was about the time of Chrift’s death. The 
Talmudifts * fay, that forty years before the deftruc - 
tion of the temple, the Janbedrim removed, they 
removed from the paved chamber, &c. But it can 
hardly be thought that David prophefied of this 
affair ; nor of the captivity of the people of Jraél, 
as the Targum, Aben Ezra, Kimchi, Arama and 
R. Obadiah interpret it: and fo Farchi takes the 
word /bofbannim to fignify lilies, and applies it to 
the J/raelites, who are as a lily among thorns. But 
-not a body of people, but a fingle perfon is fpoken 
of, and in forrowful and fuffering circumftances ; 
and if the Jews were not blind, they might fee that 
they are the enemies of the perfon defigned, and 
the evil men from whom he fuffered fo much. And 
indeed what is faid of him cannot be faid of them, 
nor of any other perfon whatever but the Meffiah: 
and that the pfalm belongs to Chrift, and to the 
times of the gofpel, is abundantly evident from 
the citations out of it in the New Teftament ; as 
¥. 4. in Fobn xv.25. Wg. in Fobn ii. 17. and Rom. 
XV. 3. ¥. 21. in Matt. xxvil. 34, 38. Fobn xix. 28, 
29. ¥. 22, 23. in Rom. xi. 9, 10. ¥. 25. in Affs i. 
16, 20. The infcription of the pfalm in the Sy- 
riac verfion is, ‘* a pfalm of David, according to 
** the letter, when Shemuah (Sheba) the fon of 
s¢ Bichri, blew a trumpet, and the people ceafed 
‘¢ from following after him (David); but the pro- 
*¢ phecy is faid concerning thofe things which the 
«© Meffiah fuffered, and concerning the rejection of 
<* the Jews.” And ben Ezra interprets the laft 
verfe of the days cf David, or of the days of ‘the 
Meffiah, 


y. 1. Save me, O God, &c.} The petitioner is 
Chrift; not as a divine perfon, as fuch he is blefs- 
‘ed for ever, and ftands in no need of help and af- 
fiftance ; but as man, and in diftreffed and fuffer- 
‘ing circumftances. As a prieft, it was part of his 
work to intefcede, as well as to offer facrifice ; ‘and 
though he did not offer a fin-offering for himfelf, 
‘yet he offered up fupplications, with {trong cryings 
and tears; and as the furety of his people, he pray- 
ed, in point of right and juftice, both for himfelf 
and thems fee Fohn xvii. 4, 5, 24. The perfon 
petitioned is God the Father, who was able to fave 
him, and always heard him ; and did in this peti- 
tion, Heb. v. 7. which perfectly agrees with fome 
petitions of Chrift, recorded ‘in the New Teftament, 


Fobn xii. 27. Matth. xxvi. 39. Thefe thew the 


‘weaknefs-of the human nature, the weight: of ‘fin 
upon him, and his fenfe of the wrath of God; and 


‘which notwithftanding, were made with limitations 


and reftrictions, and even with a’correction. More- 


he could have done himfelf, but he would be faved 
in a legal way, ina way of juftice ; and as a point 
of honour, when he had. done the work, he, asa 
furety, engaged to do.. The reafons enforcing 
this petition follow: For the waters are come in 
unto my foul, the Meffiah reprefents his cafe, ‘in 
thefe words and in the following verfe, as like to 
that of a man ftanding up to his chin in water, 
and the waters running into his mouth, juft fuffo- 
cating him; and that in a miry place, where he 
could not fet his feet firm, nor get himfelf out ; 
and even overflowed with the floods, and immerf- 
ed in the deep waters, and fo in the moft imminent 
danger. Thefe overwhelming waters may fignify 
the floods of ungodly men that encompafied him, 
the affembly of the wicked that inclofed him ; and 
the proud waters that went over his foul, the Gen- 
tiles and people of J/rael, that were gathered a- 
gainft him to deftroy him; and fo the Zargum in- 
terprets it of the camp of finners, that preffed him 
on every fide, as water: the whole pofie of devils 
may alfo be defigned, for now was the hour and 
power of darknefs; Satan, and his principalities 
and powers, came in like a flood upon him, to 
{wallow him up; innumerable evils, the fins of his 
people, came upon him from every quarter, and 
prefied him fore; the curfes of the law fell upon 
him, which may be compared to the bitter water 
of jealoufy that caufed the curfe. Thefe entred in- 
to him, when he was made a curfe for his peoples 
and the wrath of God went over him, and lay hard 
upon’ him, and came about him like water, into his 
very foul, which made him exceeding forrowful, 
even unto death, 

¥.2. I fink in deep mire, where there is no ftand- 
ing, 8c.] Which fignifies not defpair of mind, 
but difficult and diftreffed circumftances ; the Mef- 
fiah now bearing the filthy fins of his people, and 
the punifhment of them, and fo was got into the 
horrible pit, the mire and clay ; fee the note on P/ai, 
xl. 2. I am come inio deep waters, where the floods 
overflow me; as afflictions are often compared to 
waters in fcripture ; Chrift’s forrows and fufferings 
are very aptly fignified by deep waters and over- 
flowing floods ; and therefore rightly called a 
baptifm, as by himfelf, Luke xii. 50. when: he 
was as one immerfed in and overwhelmed with 
water. * 
_¥. 3. Lam weary of my crying, &c.] ‘In his dif- 
trefs ; when, bearing the punifhment both of Jofs 
and fenfe, he cried: unto God ; -he prayed earneftly, | 
with great intenfenefs and fervency of {pirit ; he of» 
fered fupplications, with ftrong cryings and tears, 
infomuch that he calls it a roaring : and whereas 
there was a feeming delay of anfwer to ‘his cries, 
he cried till, he was weary of crying ; and yet it is 
remarkable, that his laft cry was with a loud voice, 
which furprifed the centurion; fee P/al, xxii, 1, 2. 


‘over, this may alfo defign help and affiftance from | | 
his divine Father, which was promiféd him,”and | Mats xxviis 46... My: throat. is dried ; with cry- 
‘the expected and had; in’ the acceptable time; in | ing, fo thar he was hoarfe 5 or burnt swith in- 
‘the day of falvation: and he was fo faved in'death, || ward heat of a fever, which ufvally attended:per- 
"as that he abolifhed that,!and deftroyed him! that | fons:crucified'; fee P/al. xxii. 15. Mine eyes fail, 
had the power of it; and ‘was quickly raifed: from | while J:qwait\for my God ; God the Father was the 
‘the gtave, and thereby faved’out'of it. Aind this | God of Chrift, as he was.man 5 he prepared a ry 
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for him, and anointed his human nature with the 
holy Spirit ; he fupported and upheld him: and.as 
fuch Chrift loved him, believed in‘hith, ptayed to 
him, and waited and looked for help and falva- 
tion from him; this being delayed, his eyes failed 
with intenfe looking about for it, as well as with 
grief and tears. dinfworth obfetves, that failing’ 
of the eyes is one of the curfes of the law, Lev. 
»xxvi.16. Dent. xxviii. 32. and it fhews how in every 
thing Chrift was made a curfe for his people. 
¥. 4. They that hate me without a caufe, &c.) 
As the Jews did; fee Fohbn xv. 18—25. for he did 
ho injury to the perfons or properties of men; but 
went about continually doing good, both to their 
fouls and bodies; fo that he merited their higheft 
sefteem and love, and not their hatred; and yet 
they were his implacable enemies ; fee Luke xix. 
44,27. Are more than the bairs of mine head; they 
“were amultitude that came to take him in the gar- 
‘den; ard it was the multitude, that the priefts and 
pharifees inftigated to afk for the releafe of Barab- 
as, and the crucifixion of Jefus; and a vaft nurh- 
ber of people followed him to the crofs, and in- 
-fulted him on it; the Gentiles and the people of J/- 
vael were gathered together againft him. They that 
would deftroy me; as the Jews fought to do-eften 
before his time was*come. Being mine enemies 
wrongfully ; without caufé, as before ; or through 
lies and falfhoods told of him, and fpread about 
conterning him: Are mighty ; lively and ftrong, 
a8 David's enemies were, P/al. xxxviii. 19. The 
great men of the earth, kings and princes, as He- 
vod and Pontius Pilate, and alfo the infernal prin- 
cipalities and powers, who were concefned in con- 
triving thofe lies, and putting them into the minds 
of men ; for Satan is the father of lies and falfhood. 
Then I reftored that which I took not away ; by ra- 
pine, force and violence, as the word ” fignifies ; 
and which was done by others. Thus,’ for in- 
ftance, Chrift reftored the glory of God, of which 
“he was robbed, and which was takeh away by the 
fin of man; by vailing his own glory, not feeking 
that, but his Father’s; and by wofking out the fal- 
‘vation of his people, in fach a manner as that all 
the divine perfections were glorified by it; hence, 
Ghiry te God in the bigheSt, Luke ii..14. — He “fa- 
‘tisfied juftice he had never injured, though others 
‘had; he fulfilled a law, and bore the penalty of it, 
which he never broke; and made fatisfaétion for 
fins he wever'committed; and brought in a righ- 
teoufnefs he had not taken away ; and provided a 
‘better inheritance than what was loft by Adam: 
and all this was done at the time of his fufferings and 
death, and by the means of them. 
v5. O God, thou knoweft my foolifbnefs, &c.} 
Not ‘that there was real foolifhnefs in’ him, who, 
as man, from his infancy was filled with wifdom, 
and increafed in it 5 and as Mediator had the Spirit 
of wifdom on him, and the treafures of wifdom in 
him 5 and as‘a divine perfon, he is the wifdom of 
God, and the only wife God ; and as in our nature 
there was no foolifhnefs in his heart, nor in his 
words, norin his a¢tions: but this is to be under- 
ftood, ‘either of what was accounted fo by others ; 
he and his followers were reckoned foolifh and il- 
literate’ men, and the gofpel preached by him and 
his apoftles, was foolifhnets to them that petithed ; 
or of what he was charged with by his enemies ; 
even with immorality, herefy, blafphemy and fe- 
dition; -of all which he was innocent, and therefore 
could appeal to his divine Father, who knows all 
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things, that he was clear of all fach folly s for it 


smb tu not te hie abut mje sed, 


may be rendered, thou knowe/ft as to my foolifhnefs *, 


‘with refpeét to what he was charged with, that there 


was none in him ; or elfe it regards the foolifhnefs. 


of his people imputed to him, the fin of Adam, 


that folly of follies, together with all the foolifh- 


nefs in the heart, lip, and lives of his people, be- 
fore and after converfion; thefe were all reckoned 


‘to him, and reckoned by him, as-his own in fome 


fenfe; and which is confirmed by what follows. 
And my fins are not hid from thee, meaning not any 


committed by him; for then he could not have 


faid what he does in the preceding verfe; but the 


fins of his people imputed to him, which he calls his 


own, as he does in P/a/. xl. 12. {ee the note there = 
thefe muft be known to his divine Father, fince he 
is God omnifcient, and fince he laid them upon 


him, and he made fatisfaction for them to him ; 


and which he obferves to inforce his 


with this compare J/a. lili, 11, 12. Ra 
y. 6. Let not them that wait on thee, O LordGod 


of bofts, be albamed for my fake, &c.| Of their ex- 


petition, Yi. 


pectation of redemption and falvation by the Mef- — 


fiah, they have been waiting upon the Lord tor; 
when they fhall fee him in fuffering circumftances, 
and even dead and laid in the grave, without any 
hope of his rifing again ; which was the cafe of the 


two difciples travelling to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 


19, 20, 21. whofe truft in him, and expectation of 


him, as the Redeemer of J/rael, were almoft gone, 


The people of God, and believers in Chrift, are de- 


fcribed by fuch that wait on the Lord; for the com- 


ing of Chrift, and falvation by him; whe would be 
in danger of being put to fhame and in confufion, 
when they fhould fee him under the power of death 
and the grave ; wherefore in this petition Chrift ad- 
dreffes his divine Father, as the Lord God of bofts, 
of armies above and below, as God omnipotent ; 
partly to encourage their truft and confidence in 
him, and partly to encourage his own faith as man, 
that this petition would be anfwered. Let not thofe 
that feek thee ; in the word and ordinances, by pray- 
er and fupplication, with all their hearts, in Chriff, 
in whom the Lord is only to be found, and for 
life and happinefs, Be confounded for my fake; ¥ 
is, through his fufferings and death, as before, - 
God of Ijrael, the covenant-God of the {piritual 
Jfrael, whom he has chofen ; the Meffiah redeems, 
and the Spirit makes //reelites indeed. 
-¥. 7. Becaufe for thy fake I have borne reproach, 
&c,}, Being reckoned:a finner, called a deceiver, 
faid to be a Samaritan, and to have a devil; with 


many other reproaches, which he bore patiently for - 


the fake of the word and worfhip of God, and for 


the fake of the glory of God ;. which he all 


fought, and to repair the lofs of it, which was for ; 


tained'through the fin of man. Shame hath cover- 
ed my face when he was {pit upon by fome,’ and 
{mote by others with a rod upon his cheek ; and 
when he was. blindfolded, and bid to prophely who 
Kencnesbise'y, fee. Gide Bas. 0s- 4 eee 
py. 8, Lam become a ftranger unto my bretbren, 
&c,]/ Not only to the Jews in general,. who w 
his own people and nation, to whom he came. and 
of whom he came ; who received him not, hid 4 


erty 4 


it were their faces from him, and Te 
the Meffiah ; but alfo to fuch who were {till 
a-kin to him, according to the flefh, who 


believe in him, Zobx vii. 5. and even in fon 
to his difciples and followers ; fome of whic 
ing heard fome do¢trines deliv ) 


- greeable 


“Siow asia} 
of JH AoV 
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greeable'to them, withdrew frombhim, and walk- 
ed no more with him, John vi. 60, 66. yea, to 
his apoftles, whom he often called his. brethren : 
one of thefe betrayed him, another denied him with 
oaths and curfing, and allof them forfook him and 
fled, when he was taken by his enemies, and about 
to fuffer death, dnd an alien unto my mother’s cbil- 
dren; which is the fame as before, in.other words. 
The Targum is, ‘ as the fon of the Gentiles to my 
** mother’s childrens”? that is,,as an heathen. to 
them; fee Matt. xviii. 17. 


‘ 


¥. Qe Forthe zeal of thine boufe bath eaten me | 
ups &c.]. Of the houfe of the fanctuary,, as the 


Targum, thatis, the temple, which was Chrift’s 
Father’s, houfe, where he was, worfhipped and 


dwelt; and zeal for his Father, and his glory in it, 
and indignation againft thofe that made it an houfe 


_ of merchandife, inflamed him ;,put him upon driv- 


ing out the buyers and fellers init, whereby this. 
paflage had its accomplifhment, Fobm ii. 145.17: | 
‘and this may. be applied co the:church of God, 


which is the houfe of God, of his building, and 
‘where he dwells ; and zeal may defign the fervent 
affection of Chrift for it, for the doctrine, difci- 
pline, and falvation of it. . His zeal for the gof- 

l appeared in his warm and lively preaching it, 
in his affiduity and conftancy in its in the wearifome 


journies, he took to fpread it, in the rifks he run, 


and dangers:he expofed himfelf to for the fake of 
it; in the miracles he wrought to confirm it, and 
in the care he took'to free it from calumny. and 
reproach; his zeal for the worfhip and difcipline of 
God’s houfe was fhewn, by his afferting the purity 
of worthip in {pirit and truths by his fevere inveigh- 
ing againft the traditions, {uperftition, and will- 
worfhip of men, ahd again{t the vices and corrup- 
tions of profeflors of religion, the fcribes and Pha- 
rifees : his zeal for the falvation of his people, is 
eafily feen in his furetyfhip-¢éngagements for them ; 
in coming, into. this, world to do the will of him 
that feat him; in his. early. regards unto it, and 
vehement defire, even of fuffering death, in order 
‘to accomplifh jit, and.in his voluntary and chear- 
ful fubmiffion, and, obedience; ‘even to the; death of 
the crofs : this zeal of his;was according to know- 
ledge, and was cordial, hearty. and unfeigned ; and 
this eat him. 4p, enflamed like fire his:fpirit and 
affections 3 confumed his time, and ftrength;,; and 
even life itfelf....And the reproaches of them, that 
reproached thee are fallen upon.me; the fame per- 
fons that reproached the one reproached the other ; 


and the reproaches of his divine Father were as cut- | 


ting, to, him as. if caft on -himéelf ; it went to his 
heart. that. his, Father’s houfe thould be made an 
houfe of merchandife ; that his doétrine fhould be 
defpiled, . his, worfhip negleéted, -and his glory lef- 
fened ,-to have the name. of God, his .ways and 
truth, . evil. fpoken of, were not -pleafing to him; 
he took.all reproach of this kind to himfelf,, and 
bore it becomingly ; and. yet fhewed zeal for his 
Father’s glory, and indignation againft thofe that 
reproached. hint; fee Rom.xV.I——-3, 

y. 10. When I wept, &¢.]. Becaufe of the fins 
of his people imputed to him; the hardnefs and.un- 
belief of the. Jews that rejected him 3 their impiety 
and profanenefs in polluting the temple with their 
merchandife; he. wept at the grave of Laza- 
us, and over the city of Ferufalem, on account of 
the blindnefs of its inhabitants, and the ruin com- 
ing upon them, and in his prayers at different times, 


~~ 


“ay YD) ow cum effet in jejunio anima mea, Mufculus, Cocceius, Gejerus, De Dieu. 
verfion, Junius & Tremellias, Pifeator, Cocceius, Gejeras, Michaelis. 


‘became poor. 


efpecially in the garden and on the crofs, which 
were offered up with ftrong crying and tears; fee 

John xi. 35«.Luke xix. 41. Heb. v. 7... And chaft- 
ened my foul with fafting ; or my foul being in fast= 
ing”. The Targum renders it in the fajting of my 
foul; the word chaftened is fupplied from P/al. 
xxXv, 13. and /oul is put for the body, or for the 
whole perfon.  Chrift fafted forty days and nights 
in the wildernefs ; and often, through neglect. of 
himfelf, and multiplicity of bufinefs, in preaching, 
and in healing difeafes, was without food for fome 
time: he feems to have been fafting the day that 
he fuffered,; when he made atonement for fin ; and 
fo anfwered the type on the day of atonement, when 
every man was to afflict his foul with fafting, Lev. 
Xvi. 29, hence the Jews taunting at him. gave him 
gall for his meat, and vinegar for his drink, y..21. 
and it follows, bat was to my reproach; if he 
eat and drank, he was charged with being a glut- 
ton and wine-bibber; and it he wept and fafted, as 
Jobn his forerunner did, they reproached him with 
madnefs, and having a devil, Mast. xi. 18, 19. 
Mark iii. 20, 21. and, as may be reafonably fup- 
pofed, after this manner; ‘* Can this poor creature, 
that weeps, and mourns, and fafts,, be thought.to 
be the Son of God, a divine perfon, as he makes 
himfelf to be, and his followers believe he is ?”’ and 
fo the blind Jews reafon to this day. : 

¥. 11. I made fackcloth alfo my garment, &c.] 
Though we no where read that Jefus put on fack- 
cloth upen any occafion, yet it: is not improbable 
that he did; befides, the phrafe may only intend, 
that he mourned and forrowed at certain times, as 
perfons do when they put on fackcloth : moreover, 
as the common garb of his forerunner was raiment 
of camel’s hair, witha leathern girdle ; fo it is ve- 
ry likely his own was very mean, fuitable to his 
condition ;, who, though he was rich, for our fakes 
And I became. a proverb to them; a 
bye-word ; fo that when they faw any perfon in 
fackcloth, or in vile raiment, behold fuch an one 
looks like Jefus of Nazareth. 

_ W124 They that fit in the gate [peak againft me, 
&c.]_ .The princes, magiftrates and judges, who 
fat in the gates of cities, heard and tried caufes, and 
executed judgment there; the elders of the city ; fee 
Ruth iv.1. Lam. v. 14. Zech, viii. 16. the civil 
rulers among the Jews are meant; and alfo their 
ecclefiaftical ones, the fcribes. and Pharifees that fat 
in Mofes’s {eat ; though fome think men of lower 
characters are defigned, idle. perfons that faunter 
about, and fit in gate-ways, and corners of ftreets, 


and in market-places ; {pending their time like the 


Athenians, in hearing and telling of news, and 
prating about this and the other perfon, and their 
affairs ;. but the former fenfe feems beft, fince thefe 
are rather intended in the next claufe: now fuch 
men of rank and figure fpoke againft,Chrift.; a- 


gainft his perfon as the Son of God, againft his 


office as the Meffiah,. againft his doctrines and or- 


dinances, and againft his people and followers ; or 


they fpake together of bim*; they confabulated 
and confulted together; how to feize him, and take 
away his life; as the chief priefts and elders. fre- 
quently did; and when they, had taken him they 
gave their voice againft him, and unanimoufly con- 
demned him, when they fat in judgment upon 
him... 4nd 1 was the fong. of the drunkards; or. of 
them that drink firong drink*; be it made of what 
it will; that is, to excefs: thefe, whilft they ie 
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ed on’ thei? inftruments of mUfic, as the word? 
here ufed fignifies, fung fongs, and Chrift was the 
fubjeé&t of them; as %od complains was his cafe, 
Fob xxx. 8, 9. very probably the common people 
that were employed in taking of Jefus might have 
plenty of liquor given them by the priefts and el- 
ders, to encourage them ; and this being a feftival 
time too, might come at it more eafily than ufual, 
and drink more freely ; and this: might be the cafe 
of the Roman foldiers, when they made Chrift the 
fubject of their mirth and diverfion in Pilate’s 
hall. Us 
y. 13. But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O 
Lord, &c.] Chrift betook himfelf to: prayer in 
thefe circumftances, and not to railing and reviling 
again: he applied to h's divine Father, and com- 
mitted -himfelf to him that judgeth righteoufly, and 
prayed both for himfelf and for his enemies too 5 
and this he did. In an acceptable time; or a time of 
good-will*; which was the time of his fufferings and 
death; fo called, becaufe the good will and plea- 
fure. of 'God was feen therein; in not’ {paring his 
‘Son, his own, and only begotten Son, his beloved 
Son, and delivering him up to juftice and death 
‘for the worft of finners; and becavfe at this time 
the good will of God was done: Chrift laid down 
his life by the commandment of his Father, offer- 
ed himfelf a facrifice by the will of God, and here- 
by the law of God was fulfilled, juftice. fatisfied, 
and the work of man’s redemption finifhed; which 
-was the pleafure.of the Lord, that profpered in his 
hands ; ard therefore this mutt be an acceptable time 
to God. The fufferings of Chrift were well-pleaf- 
ing to him the facrifice’ of Chrift was for a {weet- 
fmelling favour; the righteoufnefs of Chrift was 
acceptable. to him, the law being magnified and 
made honourable by it: peace was now made by 
the blood of his crofs ; the perfections’ of God were 
glorified, his purpofes executed, his promifes fulfil- 
led, his covenant confirmed, and his people faved ; 
‘dnd fo ‘a proper time for the Mediator to offer up 
his fupplications and prayers, in which he was 
heard, as appears from J/a) xlix. 8. O'God, in 
the'multitude of thy mercy, thefe words, according 
tothe accents in the Hebrew text, fhould be ren- 
dered in connexion with the preceding words, thus : 
inthe time of good will, -O. God.; or in the time of 
the good will of God, through the multitude of thy 
mercy; and then the fenfe is, that the acceptable 
tithe was owing to the greatnefs of divine mercy ; 
it was from hence that the day-{pring from on high 
vifited men; or Chrift came in the flefh, and fuf- 
fered inthe room ‘and ftead of finners 5 in which 
there’ was a wonderful difplay of the abundant mer- 
cy of God to men; for’ -otherwife there was none 
fhewn to the furety and Saviour ; he was not fpared, 
but delivered up; and‘then it follows, “Hear me, 
in the truth of thy falvation 5 or becaufe of, or by 
thy true: falvation* , that’ which God contrived in 
council, and fecured in covenant, and fent his Son 
‘to effeét, and which heis become the author of, is 
a true and real falvation; not figurative and fha- 
dowy, ‘asthe falvation of J/rael out of Egypt and 
Babylon were : or becaufe of the truth and faithful- 
*nefs of God, who had promifed falvation’ to the 
-Meffiah, that he fhould be carried through his fuf- 
fétings, be raifed from the’dead, ‘and’ be crowned 
with glory and honour ; and therefore he prays he 
might be heard on this account, and his prayer fol- | 
lows, and the feyeral’petitions in its 2 ; 
.y. 14. Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not) 
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fink, &c.) in which he was finking; yi 2. and 
accordingly he was delivered out of it,» P/al. xl. 2. 
even out of all the mire of fin, the fins of his peo 
ple that were upon him, from which he was juftis 
fied when railed from the dead, and fo will appear 
without fin, when he comes a fecond time. Let 
me be delivered from them that bate me, and out | 
the deep waters ; thefe phrafes defign the fame, even 
the enemies of Chrift; fuch that hated him, com- 
pared to deep watets: thefe are the floods of the 
ungodly, and the many waters out of which he was 
drawn and delivered, Pfal. xviii. 4, 16, 17. ; 

YW 15. Let not the water-flood overflow me, 8c.) - 
The enemy, Satan, that came in Jike a flood upon 
him, with his whole poffe of devils; or the wrath 
of God, which came upon hiin like a flood overs 
whelming him. Neither let the deep fwallow me up; 
as ‘fonab by the whale, and Dathan and Abiram 
in the earth, And let not the pit fout ber mouth up- 
on me; either the pit of hell ; fo the Targum inter- 
prets it: for Chrift; when he endured the curfes of 
the law, andthe wrath of God, ‘fuffered the fame 
for kind as the damned in hell; only the mouth of 
this pit could not be fhut upon him, or he'be con=. 
tinued under fuch wrath and curfe: or elfé’ the’pit 
of the grave, where his divine’ Father left him not, 
or fuffered him to be fo long init as to fee corrup- 
tion ; this pit was not fhut upon him, ‘but he was 
delivered out of it, and will die no ‘more. Satie 

y¥..16. Hear me, O Lords for thy loving-kindne/s is 
good, &c.} ° His loving-kindnefs to’ him, not only 
as his Son, but as Mediator; and which is a love 
of complacency and delight, and was from eterni- 
ty, and will be to eternity: and ‘this is good, as 
appears by the effects and evidences of it; fuch as 
putting all things into his hands, shewing ‘him all 
that he does, concealing and keeping nothing from. 
him, appointing him to be the Saviour of his peo+ 
ple, the head of the church, and the: Judge of thé. 
world; and this loving-kindnefs fhewn to him isa 
reafon why he might expect to be’ heard by his 
God and Father ; fee Fohn xvii. 24."and the loving= 
kindnefs of God to his people; andthe membefs oF 
Chrift, is alfo good: it arifes: from'the good will 
and pleafure of God; it‘is pleafantly and delight= 
fully good to the: faints,who have tafted'that the 
Lord is gracious, and have had his love thed abroad 
in their hearts ; it is profitably good unto them; it 
has prepared andlaid up'good things for them, both 
foritime and eternity, even all the bleffings ‘of grace 
and goodnefs: it has-promifed good things unto 
them ‘in covenant, ‘and it gives Chrifty and all good 
things’along with him ; it has’a’ good influence on 
the graces of the Spirit, faith, hope and love, to 
encourage them ;° and engages believers to a chear- 
ful obedience to all the divine commands ; to which 
‘may bevadded. the duration of it, it lafts for ever: 
and it is fo good, that itis better than any’ tempo- 
ral good thing without its it is’ better- than life, 
and all the comforts of it, P/al. Ixiii. 3.9 Turn un- 
to. me,-according to the multitude of thy-tender mer=_ 


cies; his divine~Father had turned'awayhis face — 


from hit, and turned his fury upon him} he had 
awoke his: fword of juttice'againft ‘him, "pointed ft 
‘at him, “dnd thruft ir intohim ; and now ‘fatisi 

‘tion beifig: mvade,* he .defiresche would turn’ unto 
‘him in @ wayof grace and’favour’, that-he would 
have’refpect unto him, ‘and look” upon’ him with 
his paternal countemanee, and ina kind and terider 


| manner; as’ welle pleafede. With him sland “with" his 


righteoufnefs and facrifice. Of the phrafe, accord- 
niosloM vom amie ofenjst ni sho meus CBP Cae ang 
my as Bi placiti, vr : 
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ing to the multitude of thy tender mercies, fee the note 
on Pfal. li.a.. . fk yt 
y¥.17. And bide not thy face from thy (ne 
&c.} This isa character that is frequently given 
to Chrift as Mediator; he is a fervant of God’s 


choofing, calling, and appointing ; of his fending, 


bringing: forth, and fupporting ; who.is an obe- 
dient, diligent, righteous, and prudent one ; who 
always reverenced and honoured him whofe fer- 
vant he was, J/a. xlii..1. and xiii, 10. and xlix. 
1, 3. and lit. 13. and. liti, 11, Zech, iii. 8. now, 
when he was on the crofs, fuffering in the room 
and. ftead of his people, his: Father hid his face 
from him ;. which he here deprecates, aid defires 
he would not continue to do, teeing he was his fer- 
vant, now, doing his fervice, and about to finifh it, 
even the great work of man’s redemption 5 and for 
a reafon following. For I am in trouble; in {traits 
and difficulties; preffed on every fide, inclofed 
with the affembly of the wicked, who were mock- 
ing of him, and with the whole poffe of devils, who 
were throwing their fiery darts at him; having the 
fins of his people, and the curfes of a righteous law 
on him, and the wrath of God in him ; and what 
increafed his trouble was, he was forfaken by him. 
Hear me {peedily, or make bafte to bear * ; and an- 
{wer me; his cafe required hafte; fee Pfal, xxii. 
19. 
y¥. 18. Draw nigh unto my foul, &c.} God his 
Father, whilft he was fuffering, ftood afar off from 
him ; wherefore he defires that he would,draw nigh 
to him in the manifeftations of his love and fa- 
vour to. him ; which he did, when he made known 
to him the way of life, and made him full of joy 
with his countenance. And redeem it; that is, 
from the power of the grave; not leave it there, 
but raife him from the dead, and give him glory, 
as he did. Deliver me, betaufe of mine enemies; 
that they might not triumph over him, as if be- 
ing dead, he Frould rife no more; and fo the Zar- 
gum, ‘that mine enemies might not lift up them- 
«¢ felves againft me.” Or the meaning is, deliver 
me from the grave, raife me from the dead, that I 
may requite mine enemies, and take vengeance on 
them; fee Pal. xli. 8,9,10, 11. | 

y.19. Thou bajt known my reproach, and my 
frame, and my difbonour, 8c.) A heap of words 
to exprefs the greatnefs of the contempt that was 
caft upon him, and the injury that was done to 
his perfon and character; which was all known to 
God: as how he was vilified by wicked words and 
blafphemous fpeeches; how he was expofed to 
fhame and difhonour by deeds; by {pitting upon 
him, buffeting him, veiling his face, {tripping 
him of his garments, and fcourging and crucify- 
ing him naked. Mine adverfaries are all. before 
bee in his fight: he knew their perfons, the ma- 
lice and wickednefs that were in their hearts ;. and 
all the evil words that were fpoken, and the, evil 
actions that were done by them. Or, are all againjt 
thee‘; for they that were againft Chrift, were againft 
his Father. oy 

y. 20. Reproach hath broken my heart, &c.] 
This was his cafe when his foul was exceeding 
forrowful unto death, and his heart like wax melt- 
ed in the midft of his bowels, Matt. xxvi. 38. 
Pfal. xxii. 14." And I am full of beavinefs; as he 
was in the garden; Mark xiv. 33. or, very Jick, 
yea incurably fick, as the word * fignifies 5 fee 
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33 coram te, vel contra te, Cocceius. 
adeo ut afficiar egritudine, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; dolui vel egritudine affectus fum, Gejerus. 
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2 Sam, xii. 15 Fer. XxX. t2,.45. For what cure 
is there for a broken heart? And I Jooked for 
fome to take pity, but there was none, and. for 
comforters, but I found none: his difciples for- 
fook him and fled ; the priefts, fcribes and com- 
mon people, that attended him at the crofs, mock- 
ed him, the thieves that were crucified with him, 
reviled him; and, his Father hid his face from 
him; only a few women ftood afar off and la- 
mented. ae 

_¥.21. They gave me alfo gall for my meat,. &c.. 
Either gi ws fue ae 10 8 fies rarsegl 
wood and hemlock, Deut. xxix. 18. Lam. iii, 19. 
Amos vi. 12. or the gall of fome animal. The 
Targum renders it, ‘ the gall of the heads of fer- 
“* pents:”” the poifon of fome ferpents is in their 
heads, and the word that is here ufed fignifies the 
head; fee Deut. xxxii. 33. Fobxx. 14, This was 
literally fulfilled in Chrift, Matt. xxvii. 34,. and 
fhewed that he bore the curfe of the laws, that be- 
ing given to him for food, which was not fit to be 
eaten; thereby intimating, that he deferved not to 
have the common food and neceffaries of life ; 
which is the café of thofe, in whofe place and ftead 
he fuffered: and this may be a rebuke to fuch who 
through fulnefs and affluence, are apt to flight and 
contemn fome of the good creatures of God,which 
ought to be received with thankfgiving ; let them 
remember the gall that was given Chrift for meat. 
And this may ferve to reconcile poor Chriftians tg 
that mean fare and low way of living they are 
obliged to; though they have but a dinner of 
herbs, or bread and, water, it is better fare than 
their, Lord’s; it is not gall. . And in my. thirft they 
fave me vinegar to drink ; Chrift,when on the crofs, 
was athirft, which was occafioned by.a fever, that 
ufually attended perfons. in his circumftances ;, fee 
Pfal. xxii, 15. and that this {cripture might be ful+ 
filled, he fignified it, faying, J thirft; upon which 
vinegar was given to him, as all the evangelifts re, 
late; MMaét. xxvii. 48. Mark xv. 36.. Luke xxiiic 
36. Fobu xix. 28,29. This fhews the truth of 
Chrift’s human nature; that it was a true and real 
body that he affumed, which was fubject to hun- 
ger and thirft, and was {upported by food and drink, 
as our bodies are; alfo the truth of divine revela- 
tion; fince fuch a minute circumftance as this, pre- 
dicted fo many hundred years ago, fhould, after 
fo long a time, be exactly fulfilled ; and likewife the’. 
truth of the Meffiahthip of Jefus, in whom this, 
and every thing elfe faid of the Meffiah, in the Law, 
the Prophets, and the book of Pfalms, -were fully 
accomplifhed ; and therefore it may be ftrongly 
concluded, that this is he of whom they fpoke. 


‘Moreover, this expreffes the inhumanity of the 


enemies of Chrift, to. ufe him in this manner, 
when he was fuffering and dying ; fee Prov. xxxi. 
6,7. 

¥.22. Let their table become a fnare before them,, 
&c.]_ This and the following imprecations were 
not the effects of a fpirit of private revenge; of 
which there was no appearance in Chrift, but all 
the reverfe; who prayed for his enemies, while they, 
were ufing him as above related: but they are pro-. 


phecies of what fhould be, being delivered out un-. 


der the infpiration of the Spirit of God, 4és i. 16, 
20, Wherefore fome verfions render the words, 
their table fhall become a fnare*; and therefore are 


not to be drawn into an example by us,. to favour 


and 
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and encourage a fevengeful fpirit: and they are very 


“juit and righteous, according to /éx talionis, the law 
‘of retaliation ; fince, inafmuch as they gave Chrift 
gall for his meat, and vinegar for his drink, it was 
but right, that the fame meafure fhould’be meted 
out to them again; and their table-mercies and 
-bleffings be curfed; that they fhould have them not 
in love, but in bitter wrath. ‘ Or that they fhould 
be left to’ be overcharged with them, and furfeit 
upon them ; and fo the day of their deftruction 


corne upon them as a fnare: or that they fhould | 
want the common neceffaries of life, and be tempt- | 


ed to eat what was not lawful; and even theit own 
‘children, as fome did ; fee Mal. ii. 2. Luke xxi. 34, 
35. Lam. iv. 10, The Targum gives the fenfe of 
‘the words, thus ; ** Let their table, which they pre- 
“* pared before me, that I might eat beforethem, 
“* be for a fnare ;”” meaning a table {pread with vi- 
negar and gall. Of the figurative fenfe of thefe 
words,’ fee my note on Rom, xi. 9. where the apo- 
ftle ‘cites this paffage, and applies it to the fews, 
the enemies of Chrift. dad that which fhould 
have been for their welfare, let it become 4 trap ; 
the word tranflated, ‘for their welfare, comes from 
coow which fignifies both to be at peace, and to 
recompenfe, and fo is differently interpreted. Some 
think the /belamim, or peace-offerings, ‘are meant ; 
fee Exod. xxiv. 5. and fo the Targum, “ let their 
“< facrifices be for a trap, or ftumbling-block ;” as 
they were, they trufting in them for the atonement 
of fin; and fo negleéted the atoning facrifice of 
Chrift, and his righteoufnefs ; which was the ftum- 
-bling-block at which they ftumbled, and the trap 
into which they fell, and was their ruin. And it is 
obfervable, that whilft they were eating the facri- 
fice of the paffover, they were furrounded by the 
Roman army, and taken as birds in a net, and as 
beafts in a trap. Others render the words, to them 
that are at peace’, let their table be for a trap , 
whilft they are living in fecurity, and crying, Peace, 
peace, let fudden deftruction come upon them’; as 
it did. But the apoftle has taught us how to ren- 
der the word, for a recompence, Rom. xi. 9. as the 
word differently pointed is in J/a. xxxiv. 8. The 
true rendering and meaning of the whole feem to be 
this, Jet their table become a fnare before them; and 
let their table be for recompences unto them, or in 
juft retaliation ; let the fame food, or the like unto 
it, be fet upon their tables, they gave to Chrift, and 
let their table Zecome a trap; for all relate to their 
table. 

y. 23. Let their eyes be darkned, that they fee 
not, &c.] Not literally, the eyes of their bodies ; 
but figuratively, the eyes of their underftanding ; 
which were fo darkned, and they given up to fuch 
judicial blindnefs, that they could not difcern the 
figns of the times that the Meffiah muft be come, 
Daniel’s weeks being up ; could not fee any glory, 
excellency, and comelinefs in Chrift ; could not fee 
the evidence of the Meffiahfhip of Jefus in the mi- 
racles he wrought; nor in the prophecies of the Old 
Teftament fulfilled in him: that book was‘a feal- 
ed book unto them ; the gofpel, and the doétrines 
of it, were hid from them, even from the wife 
and prudent among them; yea, ‘alfo thofe things 
which belonged to their temporal peace ; they were 
fo blinded and infatuated, they could not fee what 
was for their outward good and happinefs; and in 
proof of this their blindnefs, the words are cited 
by the apoftle in Rom. xi. 7, 10, 25. fee Matt, xvi. 


typ 79w> tranquilli, Gejerus ; fo fome in Michaelis. 
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3. and xi. 25. and xiii, 11,43. Luke xix. 42. And 
make their loins continually to foake , weaken theit 
loins, in which a man’s ftrength Hes, that the 
may not be able to rife up againft their enemies’; 
and that they might not be able to flee and efcape 
from them; fee Deut. xxxiii. 11. or fill them with 
horror, dread and trembling, as they will be whe: 
Chrift fhall come in the clouds of heaven; ai 
they fhall fee him whom they have pierced, Rev. 
i. 7. The apoftle renders the words in Rom. xi. 
10. bow down their back alway; fee the note 
there. - 
¥.24. Pour out thine indignation upon them, ac] 
Not a few drops of it only, but a flood of it, 
fweeping away and bearing down all before its 
which was done when wrath came upon them to 
the uttermoft, in the deftruction of their city, tem- 
ple and nation, 1 Theff. ii. 16. Let thy wrathful 
anger take hold of them; follow after them, over= 
take them, feize upon them, and hold them faft, 
that they may not efcape. It denotes the feverity 
of God towards them; the fiercenefs and fury of 
his wrath upon them; and that their deftruétion 
would be inevitable, and an intire and utter one. © 
¥. 25. Let their habitation be defolate, &c.] 
Which is applied to Fudas, Acts i. 20, but not to 
the exclufion of others; for it muft be underftood 
of the habitations of others ; even of their princes 
and nobles, their chief magiftrates, high prieft and 
other priefts, feribes, and doctors of the law: for 
the word may be rendered, their palace or caftle™, 
as ‘it is by fome; and fo may denote the houfes of 
their principal men, the members of their /anbe- 
drim, their houfes great and fair, of which there 
were many in Ferufalem when it was deftroyed; 
fee Ifa. v. 9. as well ‘as the habitations of the mean- 
er fort of people, which all became defolate at rhat 
time ; and particularly their houfe, the temple, which 
was like a palace or caftle, built upon a mountain. 
This, was left defolate, as our Lord foretold it 
would, Matt. xxiii, 38. And let none dwell in 


their tents; the city of Ferufalem was wholly de- 


ftroyed, and not a houfe left ftanding in it, nor an 
inhabitant of it; it was laid even with the ground, 
plowed up, and not one ftone left upon another, 
Luke xix. 44. ax 

| y. 26. For they perfecute him whom thou hajt 
Jmitten, &cc.} Meaning the Meffiah, who was not 


only fmitten and fcourged by men, but was ftricken 


and fmitten of God ; according to his determinate 
counfel and foreknowledge, and agreeable to his 
will and pleafure ; with the rod of his juftice for 
the fatisfaction of it; for the fins of his people, 
whofe furety he was. Him the Jews followed with 
reproaches and calumnies ; purfued after his life, 
and perfecuted him unto death; and which was the 
caufe of their ruin and deftruation ; fee 1 Theff. ii. © 
15, 16. And they talk to the grief of thofe whom 
thou baft wounded; or, of thy wounded ones, not 
wounded by him, but wounded for his fake, on 
his account, and for their profeffion of faith in his ~ 
Son Jefus Chrift. Thefe, as they were led to the 
flaughter, had trial of cruel mockings, which ag- 
gravated their fufferings, and were very grieving to 
them ; efpecially fuch talk as reflected upon the 


-dear Redeemer, for whofe fake they were put to 


death. AF Se Tag: $8 
¥.27. Add iniquity to their iniquity, Bcc.) Let 
them:alone in fin; fuffer them to go on in it; lay 


no reftraints upon them ; put no ftop in providence 


in 
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k COM VL palatium eorum, Pagninus, Montanus, Ti- 


gurine verfion, Cocceius, Michaelis ; caftella eorum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; palatiom vel caftellam eorum, Gejerus; fo 


Ainfworth, 


4 


I 7 ST vulneratorum tuorum, Pagninus, Montanus, Tigurine verfion, Mufculus ; fo Ainfworth, 


PH xix. ¥.28—30; 
in ‘their way; let thenr proceed from one evil to 
another, till they fall into ruin: to their natural 
and acquired hardnefs of heart, give them up to a 


Judicial hardnefs ; that they may do thines that are 


not convenient, and be damned. Suffer them not 
to ftop at the crucifixion of the Meffiah ;’ let them 
go on to perfecute his apoftles and followers; to 
sw the utmoft fpite and malice againft tlie Chrif- 


tian religion ; to embrace falfe Chrifts, and blaf- 
pheme the true one; to believe the greateft lies and 


abfurdities, and commit the fouleft of aétions ; as 
feditions, rapines, murders, &¥c. as they did whilft 
Ferufalem was befieged ; that they may fill up the 
meafure of their fins, and wrath may come upon 
them to the uttermoft, 1 The/f ii. 15,16. The 
word yi rendered iniquity, fometimes fignifies pu- 


nifoment, as in Gen. iv. 13. and, according to this 


fenfe of it, the words may be differently rendered, 
and admit a different meaning ; either, give puni/h- 
ment for their iniquity™; fo Kimchi; that is, punifh 
them according to their deferts, as their fins and 
iniguities require: or, add, puni/bment to their pu- 
nifoment * ; to their prefent temporal’ punifhment 
before imprecated, relating to their table-mercies, 
their perfons and their habitations, add future and 
everlafting punifhment; let them be punithed with 
everlafting deftruction, foul and body, in hell. And 
let them not come into thy righteoufne/s meaning, 
not his ftrict juftice or righteous judgment; into 
that they would certainly come; nor was it the 
will of the Meffiah they fhould efcape-it : but ei- 
ther the goodnefs, grace and mercy of God, which 
is fometimes defigned by righteoufnels, as in P/al. 
Xxxi, 1. and li. 14, and the fenfe is, Let them have 
no fhare in pardoning grace now, for obtain mer- 
cy in the laft day ; but be condemned when they 
are judged, P/faj. cix. 7. Or rather, the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, which is called the righteoufnefs of 
God, that is, the Father; becaufe he approves and 
accepts of it, and imputes it to his people without 
works: and feeing the Jews fought for juftification 
by their own works, and went about to eftablith their 
own righteoufnefs, and fubmitted not to Chrift’s, 
but defpifed and rejected it; it was but juft that 
they fhould be excluded from all benefit and advan- 
tage by it, as is here imprecated. The Targum is, 
** and let them not be worthy to come into the con- 
** pregation of thy righteous ones ;” neither here, 
nor at the laft judgments fee P/a/. i. 5. 

¥. 28. Let them be blotted out of the book of life, 
&c.}] Which fome underftand of this animal life, 


or of the catalogue of living faints; of their being. 


not written among the living in Ferufalem, or in the 
writing of the houfe of J/rae/, Ifa. iv. 3. Ezek. xiii. 
g. The Targum is, << let them be blotted out of the 
«¢ book of the memory of the living.” Let their 
names rot and perifh, being buried in everlafting 
oblivion. ben Ezra interprets this book of the 
heavens; where, he fays, all things that fhould come 
to pafS were written, at the time they were created; 
fee Luke x, 20. Heb. xii. 23. But this is the book 
of divine predeftination or election, often in the New 
Teftament called the Book of Life; in which the 
names of fome perfons are written, and others not, 
Phil. iv. 3. Rev. iii. 5. and xiii. 8. and xvii. 8. and 
XX. 12, 15. and xxi. 27. fo called, not with refpect 

to the prefent life, and the affairs of it, which be- 
long to the book of providence; but with refpect 
to the life of the world to come, or eternal life, as 
Kimchi explains it. It is no other than God’s ordi- 
nation or fore-appointment of men to eternal life ; 
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which being called a book; and names written imity. 


da punitionem iniquitatis, Pagninus; appone illis penam pro iniquitate, Muis. 
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fhew that election is perfonal or particular; the exact 
knowledge God has of his chofen ones; his great 
care of them, and value for them, his conftant re- 
membrance of them, and the;certainty of their fal- 
vation ; for {uch whofe names: are written here in 
reality, can never be blotted out:, this would be con- 
trary to the unchangeablenefs of God, the firmnefs 
of his purpofes, and the fafety of his people. Where- 
fore the defign of this imprecation is, that thofe per- 
fons who had, in their own conceits, and in the ap- 
prehenfions of others, a name in this book; that it 
might appear, both to themfelves and others, they 
had none, by the awful ruin and deftruétion, that 
fhould be brought upon them. And not be written 
with the righteous ; neither in the book of life with 
them 3 by which it appears, that to be blotted out, 
and not be written, are the fame: nor in a gofpel- 
church-ftate; fo they were the branches broken off: 
nor be among them at the refurrection of the juft, 
and in the judgment-day.:, Kimchi obferves, that it 
is the fame thing in different words 5 to be blotted 
out, is the fame as not to be:written. 

y¥.29: But I am poor and forrowful, &c.) The 
Meffiah was poor in a literal fenfe, as it was fore- 
told he fhould, Zech. ix. 9. fo he was in his private 
life; born of poor parents,and brought up in a mean 
way: andin his public life, having no certain dwell- 
ing place, and miniftered to by others; and when 
on the crofs, being ftripped of his garments; and 
nothing to eat and drink, but gall and vinegar ; and 
nothing to leave to his mother, but commits her to 
the care of his beloved difciple. Tho’ this phrafe 
in general may denote the low eftate of Chrift in 
his humiliation, being in the form of a fervant, 
humbled and obedient to.death ; and the character 
of forrowful well agrees with him, who was a man 
of forrows all his days; and in the garden his foul 
was exceeding forrowful, even unto death; .and 
when on the crofs he had forrow enough; what with 
the fins of his people on him, the flouts and jeers of 
his enemies at him; the pains of body he endured, 
the wrath of God, the hidings of his face, and the 
curfes of his righteous law. After this declaration 
of his low and diftreffed ftate,, a petition follows : 
Let thy falvation, O God, fet meup on bigh; mean- 
ing either the falvation of the Lord’s people, fo 
called, becaufe concerted and,appointed of God, and 
is what he fent his Son to effect, and he approves of; 
this being wrought out, was the way and means of 
the exaltation of Chrift; both by his divine Father, 
who on this account exalted him at his right hand; 
and by his. people, who exalt him in their hearts, 
and with their tongues, and give him all the glory 
of their falvation. Or elfe this means the falvation 
of Chrift out of the hands of all his enemies, whom 
he conquered on the crofs;. and particularly death, 
from which he was faved by. his refurreétion, and 
was the firft ftep to his exaltation and glory; af- 
ter which he afcended on high, and fat down at the 
right hand of God; where no mere creature, an- 
gels or men, were ever admitted ; and where angels, 
principalities and powers, are fubject to him, The 
whole may be rendered thus; though I am poor and 
forrowful, thy falvation, O God, will fet me up on 
bigh°® ; and fo is expreffive of the Meffiah’s faith 
in his refurreétion and. exaltation, notwithftanding 
his forrows and fufferings ; on account of which he 
determines to praife the Lord, as follows, 

y¥. 30. Iwill praife the name of God with a fong, 
&c.] ~The name of God is himfelf, his ii ce 

an 
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and’ attributes ; which are to be praifed by all his 


creatures; and efpecially his faints ; and here by the 
Meftiah, who fung the praife of God with his difci- 
ples at*the fupper, a little before his death ;) and in 
the great’ congregation in heaven, upon his.afcenfion 
thither, having finifhed the great work of man’s re- 
demption. For as it was no leflening of his glory, 
as-Mediator, to pray to. God when on earth, it is 
no diminution of it to, praife him in our nature in 
heaven 3 fee P/al, xxii. 22. This being faid to be 
done with a fong, agrees with Hed. ii. 12, and is 
an inftance of praifing God this way, and which 
could not be prayer-wife ; as well as is a confirma- 
tion’ of the practice of New-Teftament-churches 
finging pfalms, hymns and fpiritual fongs, by the 
example of our Lord. And will magnify:bim with 
thank/giving : to magnify, is to make great 3 but 
God cannot be greater than he is.. He is great above 
all gods; he is greater than all. But he is magni- 
fied when his greatnefs is owned and declared, and 
that is afcribed unto him; and particularly when 
thanks are given to him for favours; for then is he 
acknowledged by men to be the Father of mercies, 
the author and giver of them, and that they are 
unworthy of them, and that all the glory belongs 
to him, Chrift, as man, not only prayed, but gave 
thanks to his Father when on earth, Matt. xi. 25, 
26, John xi, 41. nor is. it unfuitable to him, as 
fuch now in heaven, to give thanks and praife, for 
being: heard ‘and helped in a day of ‘falvation ; 
or at'the time when he wrought out the falvation 
of his people, and glorified all the divine perfec- 
tions. ' 

¥. 31. This alfo fhall pleafe the Lord, &c.] 
That is, this fong of praife and thankfgiving. The 
Targum has it, ** my prayers;” as if it referred to 
¥. 29. but what is expreffed in ¥. 30. feems to be 
the proper antecedent to this, and which is a facri- 
fice; fee Pfal. 1. 14. Heb. xiii. 15. and more ac- 
ceptable to God than any of the legal facrifices, 
even when they were in force; and much more, 
now they are abrogated; and efpecially as offered 
up by the Meffiah himfelf, all whofe offerings are 
well-pleafing to God; particularly the offering up 
of himfelf, which was for a {weet-{melling favour 
to him, and in virtue of which all fpiritual facrifices 
of prayer and praife become acceptable unto God. 
Beiter than an ox or bullock that bath horns and 
hoofs ; that is, than the beft of legal facrifices; as 
an ox or bullock was, whofe horns and hoofs were 
grown ;.one of three years old, as Farchi and 
Kimchi obferve : the words may be literally render- 
ed, than an ox, than a bullock, than horns, than 
hoofs ; not only better than an ox or a bullock, but 
than any creature that has horns and hoofs ; that 
is, than the lawful facrifice of any animal what- 
ever, as Funius renders.and explains it. 

¥..32. The humble foail fee this, and be glad, &c.] 
The refurrection and exaltation of Chrift, ¥. 29. 
the meek and humble followers of Chrift; as his 
difciples were, faw him rifen from the dead, faw 
him alive, to.whom he fhewed himfelf forty. days 
after his refurrection ; they faw his hands, and feet, 
and fide, and the prints of the nails and fpear in 
them ; they faw him go up to heaven, to be fet.on 
high at the right hand of God ; and humble believ- 
ers now fee-him by faith, crowned with glory and 


honour 3 and as the difciples were glad, and rejoiced | 


when they faw him again, and when he was part- 
ed from them, and went up to heaven, Jobn xx. 
20. Luke xxiv. 515 52, 53. fo true believers in 
Chrift, who have a fpiritual fight of a rifen, afcend- 
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:ed and exalted Saviour, are,glad and rejoice in him, 
with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 
8. they rejoice in the righteoufnefs he has brought 
‘ip, inthe atonement that he has made, and in the 
falvation he has wrought out, which is fo fuitable- 
for them ; and becaufe they do, or will fhare in al 
the bleffings of his refurrection, afcenfion and ex- 
altation; fuch as regeneration, juftification, every 
‘fupply of grace, and perfeverance in it, the refur-. 
rection of their. bodies, and eternal glorification :. 
and bumble ones are fuch as are humbled under a 
fenfe of fin, and the exceeding finfulnefs of it, ina 
view of their own. righteoufnefs, and its infufficie 
ency to juftify them before God; they afcribe alf 
they have and are to the free grace of God ; and ¢ 
boafting is excluded from them, fave in Chrift ; 
they are fuch that learn of him, who is meek and 
lowly ; and behave humbly before men, efteem o- 
thers better than themfelves; and are in their own 
account the chief of finners, and the leaft of faints = 
and as they are, for. the moft part, affiéted, and fo 
fome render the. word? here; they are humble un- 
der the mighty hand of God, and patiently bear 
it. nd your heart. fhall live that feek God;-that— 
feek his face and favour, his gracious prefence, and 
communion with him; that feek, by prayer and 
fupplications, bleffings from him; that feek him 
in Chrift, where he is to be found; that feek 
Chrift and righteoufnefs and falvation by him, and 
that early, earneftly and diligently; that feek the 
things of Chrift, the honour of his name, and the 
good of his intereft ; and who, ina word, are the 
true and fpiritual. worfhippers of God; thefe feek 
him, and he feeksthem. The Targum is, ‘* that 
“< feek doctrine from before God :” and the hearts 
of thofe revived, who were as dead men before, as- 
were the two difciples.travelling to Emmaus, when 
they found that Chrift. was rifen, Lwke xxiv. 17 
35. juft as the {pirit of old Facob revived, when he 
underftood .that his fon Zo/feph was alive, Gen, 
xlv, 27. fee Pfal. xxii..26, Jobn xvi. 22. ; 
¥. 33. For the Lord beareth the poor, &c.| The 
prayer of the poor, as the Targum; of the poor 
difciples of Chrift,, who were together mourning; 
weeping and praying, when their Lord was dead, 
and Jaid in the fepulchre, Mark xvi. 10. Luke xxiv. 
10, 33. this epithet agrees with all the followers 
of Chrift, who for the moft part are literally poor, 
and are all of them fo in a fpiritual fenfe ; they are 
poor in fpirit, and are fenfible of it; they are full 
of wants, and thefe daily return upon them; where- 
fore they conftantly apply to the throne of grace for 
help in time of need; and the Lord regards them, 
his eye is upon them, his heart is towards them, 
his thoughts are about them, his ears are open to 
their cries, and his hand is ready to fupply their’ 
wants. And defpifeth not his prifoners, the fame 
difciples of Chrift; who being afiembled together, 
the doors were fhut for fear of the Jews, Fobn xx, 
1g. it may be applied to fuch who are the Lord’s 
prifoners ; that is, for his fake, in a literal fenfé, as 
the apoftle Paul is called the prifoner of the Lord, 
Eph. iii. 1. and iv, 1, and there were many, both” - 
under the Old, and under the New Teftament, that 
fuffered imprifonment, for their profeffion of reli- 
gion; and thefe the Lord defpifes not, chong ” 
men may, but highly efteems and honours; and 
it may be underftood myftically and {piritually of 
fuch as are, in their nature-ftate, prifoners of fin 
and Satan, and the law, and when called, are pri- 
foners of hope; thefe the Lord has a regard unto, 
and opens the prifon-doors and fets them at liber- 
, Won a ee ik 
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P Coy afflict, Vatablus, Mufculas; miferi, Gejerus ; manfueti ac miferiy Michaelis, Re) 


A 


Phixix.v.3436. PSADMS 


ty, and direéts them to the ftrong-hold, J/a. xlix. 


g. and Ixi.1. Zech. ix. 11, 12. : 
y..34. Let the heaven and earth praife him, 
&c.] As thofe, by a profopopeia, are often called 


upon to do, to exprefs the greatnefs of the favour 
enjoyed, and to excite thofe that are poffeffed of it 


to greater joy and thankfulnefs; fee P/al. xcvi. 


ti——13. J/a. xliv. 23. and xlix. 13. or the inha- 
bitants of the heavens and earth may be meant, as_ 


the angels of heaven; and fo the Targum inter- 
prets it; who, as they praifed the Lord at the in- 
carnation of Chrift, Luke ii. 14. fo doubtlefs they 
did at his afcenfion, when he was feen and accom- 
panied. by them, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Pfal, \xviti. 17, 
18. Aédés i. 11. and alfo the fpirits of juft ‘men 
made perfect in heaven, who were there’ when 
Chrift was received into it; and the inhabitants of 
the earth, as the Targum alfo paraphrafes it ; of the 
continent, particularly the Roman empire, when 
the gofpel was fent thither, which brought thie good 
news of an incarnate, fuffering, rifen, afcended, 
and.exalted Saviour. The feas, and every thing 
that moveth therein, the inhabitants of the ifles in 
the feas, fuch as ours of Great Britain and Ireland, 
who waited for the doétrine of the Meffiah, and to 
whom he calls to liften to what he fays ; and which 
is a fufficient reafon for praife and thank{giving 
in them; even in as many as have fpiritual life 
and motion, who are quickened, influenced and 
moved by the Spirit of Gods fee J/a. xlii. 4, and 
xlix, 1. : pron 

¥. 35. For God will fave Zion, &c.]° The 
church of Chrift, as it is often called; fee the note 
on P/al. ii..6. this is to be underftood, not fo muci: 
of the falvation of the people of God by Chrift, 
from fin, and Satan, and the world, law, ‘hell and 
death ; as of the prefervation and continuance of 
the gofpel-church-ftate, notwithftanding all the op- 
pofition and perfecution of the Jews and Gentiles ; 
and efpecially of the deliverance of the Lord’s peo- 
ple in the latter day, from the cruelty, captivity 
and bondage of Antichrift, by the deftruction of 
him ; which will occafion joy and praife, Rev, 
Xvili. 4, 20. and xix. 1,2. And will build the ci- 
ties of Fudab; ere& gofpel-churches in the Roman 
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weré ifthe firft times of the gofpel, “and will be in 
the latter day, when the cities of God fhall be yet 
fpread abroad through profperity, Zech. 1.17. of 
which the faints are citizens; and ‘enjoy in them 
many privileges’ and immunities : thefe may be faid 
to be built, when they are’built upon Chrift, and 
on their moft holy faith; when the members of 
them are edified and multiplied ; when purity of 
faith, difcipline and worfhip prevails among them ; 
and though this is ufually by the minifters of the 
gofpel; as inftruments; yet the Lord’ is. the chief 
builder ; for unlefs. he builds, in vain do'the build- 
ers’ build, P/al. cxxvii. r. © That they may dwell 
there, and have it in poffeffion ; the men of Fudab, 
fuch ‘as’ ‘confefs the name of Chrift, as the word 
Fudab fignifies 5° who profefs to believe in him with 
their hearts; thefe have-a name and a’place, and 
an inheritance in the churches, and an abiding one; © 
they fhall never go out, but dwell in the houfe of 
God /for €ver; gofpel-churches being ereéted and 
built up for their fakes, and for fuch ends and pur- 
oles. 
; ¥. 36. The feed alfo of his fervants fhall inherit it, 
&c.] » Not their natural,’ but fpiritual feed, or 
a fucceffion’of converts in the churches 5: fee P/al. 
xlv.'16. Jai. lix.21.- who are born; not*of blood; 
nor of thé-will of the flefh, nor of the wilbof man, 
but of God; not of cortuptible, but incorruptible 
feed, by the word of God, which lives and abides 
for ever, Fobn'i. 13. 1 Pet. i. 23. thefe are the 
proper and rightful inheritors of the gofpel-church+ 
ftate} and all its privileges, in “all fucceffive gene+ 
rations, quite down to the’ new Feru/alem-church- 
ftaté, wherein will dwell. only’ righteous °perfons, 
and whofe names are in’ the- Lamb’s ‘book of 
life.- Aben Ezra’s note upon it is, ** they fhall in- 
«¢ herit it, they and their children, in the days of 
«« David, or in the days of the Meffiah.” And 
they that love bis'name shall dwell therein; that love 
the perfon, gofpel, truths and ordinances of Chrift ; 
fee Cant. i. 3. thefe fhall have an abiding-place in 
Zion, the church’ of God ; in the cities of Fudab, 
particular congregational churches ; and in the city 
of the new Ferufalem, where will be the tabernacle 
of God among men, and’ he fhall dwell among 


empire, and in the feveral parts of the world ; asi them, and they with him. 


PSALM Lxx., 


To the chief mufician, a p/alm of David, to bring to remembrances, 


HIS pfalm, according to Kimchi, was compof-. 


ed by David when he fled from Sau/, or from 
Abjalom ; {0 Theodoret , but if at either of thofe times, 
it is moft likely to be the latter, fince the follow- 
ing pfalm, it is certain, was penned when he was 
an old man, ¥. 9. the word tranflated to bring io 
remembrance is thought, by ben Ezra, to be the 
firft word of fome pleafant fong ; fee Pal. xxxviii. 
The Targum paraphrafes it, ** to remember the 
*« ufe of the frankincenfe ;” alluding to Lev. ii. 2. 
Farchi fays it fignifies prayer, and refers to P/al. 
xx. 7. 1 Chron. xvi. 4. as inftances of the ufe of 
the word in fuch a fenfe ; and fo this pfalm is 
compofed by the pfalmift in a petitionary way, to 
put the Lord in remembrance of his afflictions, and 
of his promifes of help and deliverance, which he 
prays for; fee Pfal. cxxxii. 1. J/a. xliii. 26. and 
that he would avenge him on his enemies, and 
fhew refpeét to his friends ; or it was written to re- 
frefh his own memory with his prefent ftate, and 
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to put him in mind from whence he might expect 
help and falvation. “The title of the pfalm in the 
Arabic verfion is, and fo'in the Vulgate Latin, fol- 
lowing the Septuagint, ** a remembrance that the 
«© Lord had faved him :” and in the Syriac verfion, 
“<A pfalm of David as to the letter, when he fent 
“© ¥oab to take Shemuah (Sheba) who rebelled ; al- 
*< fo a fupplication of the righteous, and even of 
*« Chrift himfelf.”” And feeing this follows upon 
the preceding, and may be reckoned an appendix 
to it, and there are fome things in it which mani- 
feftly refer to the latter part of that, and the whole 
is detached from the fortieth pfalm, with which it 
agrees, a few words only excepted, which mani- 
fettly belongs to the Meffiahs it is right to under- 
ftand this of him; fee the note on P/a/, xl. 13, 


I4—I7. 


yi 1. Make hafte; O -God, to deliver me, &c.} 
The phrafe, make hajfte, is fupplied from the fol- 
lowing 

« Il 
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Jowing claufe in P/al. xl. 13. it is, be pleafed, O 
‘Lord, or Fehovah. The Targum renders it to de- 
liver us; very wrongly. Make bafte io help me, O 
Lord; fee the note on Pfal. xxii. 19. « 

y. 2. Let them be afoamed and confounded, &c.] 
In Pfol. x). 14. it is added, together ; fee the note 
there. That feek after my fouls or life; in Pfal. 


xl.14. it is added, to destroy it ; for that was the | 
end of their feeking after it, Let them be turned 


‘backward, 8c. fee the note on P/al. xl. 14. 

yw. 3. Let them be turned back for a reward of 
their fhame, &c.) In Pfal. xl. 15. itis let them be 
‘defolate; which feems to refpect their land and 
houfes, here their perfons ; fee the note there. That 
fay y in the faid pfalm itis added, To me; not to 
his people, but himfelf, ba, aba; rejoicing at his 
calamisy and diftrefs. The Targum is, ‘* we are 
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HIS pfalm is without a title, but is thought 
to be David’s: the Septuagint, and Vulgate 
Latin verfions, and all the Oriental ones, afcribe it 
to him; and: both the fubjeét and ftile fhew it to be 
his... According to the title of the Syriac verfion, 
it was compofed’ by him when Saul made war a- 
gainft the houfe of David ; but this is not likely, 
fince-it. was written by him in his old age, y..9, 
18. rather, according to Kimchi and Arama, it was 
penned when he fled from his fon 4b/alom: there 
are feveral things in it which incline to this.. The 
Septuagint, and Vulgate Latin verfions, call it <¢ A 
“© pfalm of David, of the fons of Fonadab, and of 
‘¢ the: firft that were carried captive ;”? and fo the 
Ethiopic and Arabic verfions. Apollinarius {ays the 
fons of Fonadab compofed it; but without any foun- 
dation for it ; and the Syriac verfion is, it is a pro- 
phecy concerning the fufferings and refurreétion of 
the Meffiah ; and fo Yerom and others interpret it, 
The literal meaning refpecting David feems beft, 
though it may be applied to the church, and to any 
believer in. diftrefs. Theodoret thinks it was. writ- 
ten by David in the perfon of the captives in Ba- 
bylon. . 
y. 1. In thee, O Lord, do I put my truft, &c.) 
The Targum is, “ in thy word ;” fee the note on 
Pfal. xxxi.1, Let me never be put-to confufion ; 
or be ajhamed ; fee the note as before. 
¥. 2. Deliver me in thy righteoufnefs, &c.] By 
it, or for the fake of it? ; fee the note on Pfal. xxxi. 
1, Aud caufe me to efcape ; prefent danger, and 
out of the hands of enemies, as well as wrath to 
come, and eternal death; whicli nothing but the 
righteouinefs of God can deliver from, or caufe to 
efcape. Incline thine ear unto me; or bow it; fee 
the note on Pfal. xxxi. 2. And fave me; out of 
all troubles and afflictions, and from wicked and 
unreafonable men. 
¥. 3. Be thou my ftrong habitation, &c.| This 
is very appofitely faid, when David was driven 
out of his dwelling-place, and palace at Feru/alem, 
by his fon, as Kimchi obferves. When God’s peo- 
ple have no certain dwelling-place, which is fome- 
times their cafe, they always find one in the Lord; 
particularly in his heart’s love; for he that dwell- 
eth in love dwelleth in God, 1 Fob iv. 16. and 
a {trong habitation he is: wherefore he is called a 


@ “WYPI¥I propter juftitiam tuam, Pagninus, Pifcator; fo Schmidt. 


ninus; fo Junius.& Tremellius, Pifcator, 
& Guiletium ; fo Ainfworth, 
> 
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“ glad, we are glad,” fee the note as before, and 
compare with this Ezek. Xxv. 3. 7 oe eee 

y. 4. Let all thofe that feek thee, &c.) The 
Targum is, ** that feek doétrine (or inftruction) 
“¢ from. thee.” Rejoice, and be glad in thee; the 
Targum. paraphrafes it, ‘* rejoice and be glad ir 
a. Ey sword.” And let fuch as love thy falvation 
Say continually, Let God be magnified ; the Targum 


is, ‘* let the glory of the Lord be increafed;” and | 


in Pal. xl. 16. inftead of God, it is the Lor 
Febovah ; fee the note there. . 
y¥. 5. But Iam poor and needy, &c.] In Pfal, 
xl. 17. it follows, yet the Lord thinketh on me in-= 
ftead of which it is here, Make haste unto me, O 
God which repeats for fenfe the fame petition as 
in ¥. 1. . Thou art my help and my deliverer , O Lord, 
make no tarrying ; in Pfal. xl. 17, it is, O my God. 


or 


? 
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ftrong rock, a ftrong hold, a ftrong tower; he is 
as a wall of fire around his people, a munition of 
rocks; his falvation is as. walls and bulwarks, and 
his power as a garrifon in which they are kept, 
The pfalmift adds, Whereunto I Bis 
refort, or may go into daily’, in times of danger 
and diftrefs, for fafety ; the name of the Lord be- 
ing a ftrong tower, whither the righteous run, and 
are fafe, Prov, xviii. 10. and his perfeétions, his 
power, faithfulnefs, loving: kindnefs and unchange- 
ablenefs, being as fo many fecret chambers, wher 

they .may enter into, and hide themfelves, till 
calamities are over, P/al. lvii. 1. ai. xxvi. 20, 
and every day indeed for ‘food, for comfort, for 
refrefhment and pleafure, through communion 


with him; and God in Chrift is always to be come ~ 


at: Chrift is the way of accefs and acceptance ; 
and.through his blood, facrifice, and righteous- 
nefs, the believer has boldnefs to enter into the ho- 
lieft of all,-and go up to the feat of God, the 
throne of his grace; and even to enter into him 
himfelf, who has been the dwelling-place of his 
people in-all generations, P/fal. xc. 1. Thou haf 
given commandment to fave me; either to the minif- 
tring angels, as Aben Exra and Kimchi interpret it, 


comparing it with P/a/. xci. 11. or rather to his. 


Son, in the council and covenant of gtace and peace; 
when he-enjoined him the falvation-of his people, 
which he readily agreed to, and with which David 
was acquainted, P/a/. xl. 7, 8. of this command 
our Lord fpeaks, ‘fobn x. 18. and xiv. 31. and to 
which he was obedient, Péi/. ii. 8. it may refpect 
David’s falvation from prefent trouble, and his af- 
furance of it, believing that the Lord had deter- 
mined it, and by his mighty power would effect it 5 
fee Pfal. xliv. 4. For thou art my rock and my 
fortrefs; fee Pfal. xviii. 2. and xxxi. 3. 7 


¥. 4. Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of 
the wicked, &c.] Meaning Ab/alom his fon, as 4.- 


rama, who had rifen up in rebellion againft him ; 
and he may not only intend him, but all thofe wic- 


ked- men, that had joined with him : it was Devia’s. 


claim his iptereit in him, who had power to deliver 


mercy he had a covenant-God to go to, and cou 
him, and from whom he might expect it, Owe 


the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man; or leaven- 


ed‘; a four, ill-natured man; one leavened with 
malice and wickednefs : perhaps Abithopbel is in- 


~ 


PON n139 ut ingrediar jugiter, Pag- 
* YIN malitie ferment prorfus corupti,; Michaelis, fecundum Gejerum 
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tended. It may be applied to any wicked, law- 

Jefi, and tyrannical perfecutor of God’s people ; 

and particularly to the lawlefs and wicked one, the 

man of fin, the fon of perdition, Antichrift, 2. Theff- 

U. 4, 8 , ’ 

¥. 5. For thou art my bope, O Lord God, &c.] 

The objeét, ground, and foundation of it, even 

of prefent deliverance, and of future and eternal 

falvation. Thou art my trust from my youth; in 
whom he trufted in his youthful days, of which 

there is an eminent inftance in 1 Sam. xvii. 33 

——45. ti 

¥. ©. By thee have I been holden up from the 
womb, &c.] Supported in being, upheld in life, 
and fuiftained with food and raiment, and followed 
with the mercies and bleffings of life from thence 
to this-prefent moment; which the pfalmift takes 
notice of, as he does of-what goes before and fol- 
lows after, to encourage his faith and hope in God 
as to prefent deliverance. Thou art he that took me 

out of my motver’s bowels; fee the note on Pfal, xxii. 

g. the Syriac verfion is, thou art my hope from my 

mother’s bowels the Arabic verfion, thou art my belp- 

ér, and the Septuagint.and Vulgate Latin verfions, 
thou ari my protector : the word is only ufed here, 
and in P/al. xc. 10. and is there rendered cul off ; 
the Lord was, as it were, his cutter off ‘ ; that gut the. 
navel-ftring, and loofed him from his mother, and 

- fafely brought him into the world, and prefervet 
hia ever fince: wherefore he adds, My praife fhall 
be continually of thee, as the God of nature and 
providence ; and alfo as the Ged of grace, who | 
had bleffed him both with temporal and fpiritual. 
bleffings ; and thefe being continued with:him, he 
determines that God fhould be the iubject of his 
praife always. The Targumis, ‘¢ in thy word my 
‘* praife is continually.” . 

.  ¥. 7. I am as a wonder unto many, &c.] To 
the multitude, to the populace, or fo che great“ 
and mighty; and indeed to both: which refpects 
not his wonderful prefervation from the womb, he 
had before obferved ; nor his being in a wonderful 
manner raifedto the throne of J/rae/; nor the won- 
derful things, and amazing exploits done.by him, 
and victories he obtained ; nor the wonderful in- 
ftances of divine grace and goodnefs:to him ; but 
rather the forlorn and diftreffed ftate and condition 
he was now in, being obliged to quit his palace, 
and flee from the face of his fon, accompanied 
only witha few of his férvants ; and fo was a fhock- 
ing fight, a fpectacle, as the apoftle fays of him- 
felf, to others, to the world, to angels, and to 
men, 1 Cor, iv. g. fo the Meffiah and his children 
are faid to be fet for figns and wonders, J/ai. viii. 
18. and Fo/bua and his fellows to be men won- 
dered at, Zech. iii. 8. as the faints are by them- 
felves, that they fhould partake of fuch favours ; 
and by the angels, that they fhould be the objects 
of electing, redeeming, calling, adopting, jufti- 
fying, and pardoning grace ; and by the world, 
that they fhould chute to fuffer affliction and re- 
proach for Chrift, bear it with fo much patience, 
and be fupported, and thrive under it; fee 2 Cor. 
vi. 810. But thou art my firong refuge; or my 
refuge of firength” ; his refuge and ftrength, as in 
Pfal. xlvi. 1. bis refuge to which he betook him- 
felf, when refuge failed him, and no man cared 
for him, and which he found to be a ftrong one, 
and init fafety. 


¥. 8. Let my mouth be filled with thy praife, &c.] 
Or thy praife foall fill my mouth *; which thews that 
his heart was affected with the goodnefs of God to 
him, and. that he had a deep impreffion and fenfe 
of it upon him; for out of the abundance of the > 
heart the mouth {peaks ; and. for the mouth to be 
filled with the praife of God, is to fpeak largely, 

ublickly, and with great delight, in the praile of 
od, his divine perfections and benefits. And 
with thy honour all the day; the excellency of his. 
nature, the glory of his majefty, the honour due 
unto him, on.account of his being, attributes, and 
bleffings of providence and grace ; a work to be 
employed in all the day, evening, morning, and 
at noon; as often as prayer is made to God, praife, 
honour, and glory fhould be given him ; fince his 
mercies are new every morning, and they continue 
all the day long; his goodnefs endures for 
ever. 

¥.9. Caft me not off in the time of old age, &c.] 
The Lord never cafts off, nor cafts away his people, 
whom he foreknew; they are near unto him; they 
are on his heart, and are engraven on the palms of 
his hands; and they fhall never be removed from 
his heart’s-love, nor out of *his arms, nor out of 
his covenant, and fhall always~be the objects of 
his care,: he bears and carries them to.old age, and 
even to hoary hairs: the Lord had been the guide 
of Davia’s youth, and his ‘truft then, y. 5.. and 
now he defires he would be the ftaff of his old ages 
at which age he was when Ab/alom rebelled againft 
him. Forfake me not when my ftrength faileth, as 
it does when’ old age comes on; then the keepers 
of the houfe tremble, and the ftrong men bow 
themfelves, and efpecially atdeath, when flefh and 
heart fail; but God will never forfake his people, 
‘neither in youth, nor in old age, neither in life nor 
at death. ) 

y¥. 10. For mine enemies {peak againft me, &c.] 
Or fay unto me’, what is exprefled in the follow- 
ing verfe, God bath forfaken bim; and fo thefe 
words are a reafon of the above petitions: or mine 
enemies [peak to me; or of me”; not good, but 
evil: and fo the Targum paraphrafes it, ‘ for 
‘“* mine enemies {peak evil againft me;” or con- 
cerning me. David had his enemies, and many, 
as Abitbopbel, and others, who fpake againft him 
to the people, and thereby drew many with them 
into rebellion againft him; and particularly Sbi- 
mei {poke againft him, and curfed him, calling 
him a bloody man, -a man of Belial, 2 Sam, xvi. 
7. And they that lay wait for my foul ; or life, 
that laid fnares for him, or lay in ambufh,- and 
fought for an opportunity. to take away his life: or 
they that keep my foul, or life*; that were his life- 
guards that were about his perfon for the preferva- 
tion of him ; and fo ehe Zargum feems to under- 
ftand it. Take coun/el together ; lay fchemes, and 
form plots how to deftroy him, as Abithophel did, 3 
Sam. XVi. 20——23. and Xvil. I—4. ; 

¥. 11. Saying, -God bath forfaken bim, &c.} 
Good men may feem to others to be forfaken of 
God; and they themfelves may fometimes think 
they are; and they may be forfaken for a {mall 
moment, when God withdraws his gracious pre- 
fence, or does not afford immediate help; but ne- 
ver finally and totally. This Davia’s enemies 
concluded, from the diftrefled condition he was in, 
being obliged to leave his family and court, and 


flee 
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# De me loquuti fant, vel loquuntur, Tigurine verfion, Junius & Tremellius, Gejerus, Michaelis. . a 908) Ow 
ccftodientes animam meam, Pagninus, Montanus; cuftodiebant, V. L, . 


6 “ 
cil Ce MR OMA 
fice from his fon} ‘and wander up and‘down with a 
-fmall retinue; and this they faidto one another, to 
encourage themfelves to lay ‘violent hands upon 
him, ‘Which they thought they might do with eafe 
and ‘itypunity ; wherefore it follows, — Per/ecute 
and take him; purfue after him eagerly and dili- 
sently ; lofe notime; and when come up to him, 
eize upon him, without any fear of God or man, 
For there is none to deliver him out of ‘our hands. 
God will not, ‘for he has forfaken him; and men- 
éannot,’ for he has not an army fufficient to defend 
him or recover him. © singe Da 
“oy/12. 0 ‘God, be not far from me, &c.} God 
isevery where, at hand and afar off, with regard to his 
being, power and pfovidence ; his glorious pre- 
fence is in’ heaven, ‘his gracious prefence is with bis 
peoples but whenche hides his face, he feems to 
beat a diftance ; and this they cannot ‘bear, and 
therefore deprecate it; fee P/al. x. 1. O my God, 
make haste for my help; he knew that his help was 
in God, and that there was none for him elfe- 
where ; and that he could help him when none elfe 
could, and was a prefent help in time of trouble ; 
and it being fuch' a time with him, and his cafe 
defperaté, he defires the Lord that he would make 
hafte ; and he addreflés him as his‘own God, the 
confideration of ‘which encouraged his faith and 
hope in him, and carried init an argument to help 
him ; fee P/al. cxix. 94. 

¥. 13. Let them be confounded, &c.] See Pfal. 
Ixx. 2. And‘ confumed; like fmoke; fee P/al. 
XXxXvii. 20, as Antichrift will be with the breath of 
Chrift’s mouth, and the brightnefs of his coming, 
2 Theff. ii. 8. That are adverfariesto my foul; that 
hated him with a diabolical hatred, as the devil 
hates the fouls of men, and who has his name Sa- 
tan from the word here ufed; all wicked men are 
Satans, full of enmity againft God, and all good 
men; and fuch were Davia’s enemies, fpiteful and 
malicious, and nothing would fatisfy them but his 
life. Let them be covered with reproach and difbo- 
nour; as with a garment, That feek my burt ; fee 
Pal, xxxv. 26. and cix. 18, 19. as Abfalom and 
his company ; fo Arama, 

y. 14. But Iwill hope continually, &c.| For de- 
liverance and falvation from prefent outward trou- 
bles, for more grace here and glory hereafter : it 
is the excellency of the grace of hope to be exercifed 
in times of affliction and diftrefs, and with Abra- 
ham to believe in hope againft hope; and then it is 
that this grace is eminently and remarkably ufeful : 
it is an anchor to the foul when in diftrefs, which 
keeps it firm and ftedfaft ; and an helmet, which 
covers the head in the day of battle; in the exer- 
cife of which the believer glories in tribulation : it 
is an abiding grace, and fhould be continually ex- 
ercifed by thofe that have it, which is to abound in 
it; but this muft be through the power of the holy 
Ghoft, Rom. xv.13. And will yet praife thee more 
and more; or will-add to all thy praife®; to former 
praifés and thankfgivings, frefh ones, as his mer- 
cies were renewed to him, and he was daily loaded 
with benefits. 

X15. My mouth shall fhew forth thy righteouf- 
nefi, &c.] Both his punitive juftice in taking 
vengeance on his enemies, agreeable to the above 

- imprecations ; and his faithfulnefs in the perform- 
ance of promifes of good things unto him; as alfo 
his effential righteoufnefs difplayed and glorified in 
the redemption that is by Chrift ; and particularly 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, accepted of God, and 


Ss7AN S> Sy smaDI711 omnibus laudibus tuis adjiciam, Tigurine verfion. : 
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imputed by him; which the pfalmift with his 
mouth declared his faith in, expreffed his joy at, 
and fet forth in a ftrong manner the glory and ex- 
celléncy of it, and determined to make mention of 
it, and of that only, as in the following verfe, And 
thy falvation all the day; both temporal and etér- 
nal’; the glory of both, and praife for the fame. 


For I know not the numbers thereof ; of that righte- - 


oufnefs and falvation, the numerous bleffings which 
are contained in them; fee Pfal. xl. 5. or though I 
know not the numbers of them‘; though he could 
not fully declare the glories and excellencies of the 
righteoufnefs and falvation of God, and the nu- 
merous mercies and rich grace included in them ; 
yet he would attempt to fet them forth in the beft 
way he could, though in a feeble and imperfect 
manner, Vous pe 
“y. 16. I will go in the ftrength of the Lord God, 
&c.]' Go on praifing him, as he had determined 
to do in the preceding verfes; not in his own 
ftrength, knowing that his heart was not always 


difpofed aright, or prepared and fit for fuch fervices —- 


and that though the daily continuance of favours 
required conftant praife ; yet he needed always the 
aids of divine grace to raife his affection and fong: 
or I will go into the ftrengths of the Lord God‘; the 
power of God is exprefied in the plural number, ta 
fhew the greatnefs of it, which is as a garrifon to 
the believer; fee 1'Pet.i. 5. a ftrong-hold, a ftrong 
tower, a ftrong habitation, as in ¥. 3. into which 
he goes by faith, and is there fafe, in all times of 
diftrefs and danger: or the fenfe is, that he would 
go into the houfe of God, the temple and fanc- 
tuary, and in his ftrength perform the duties of 
public worfhip there; and it may include all reli- 
gious actions, private and public, and every fpiri- 
tual undertaking ; which ought to be attempted 
and performed, not in our own ftrength, ‘but in 
the ftrength of the Lord: man is become, thro” 
fin, a weak and impotent créature ; though heis 
very hard to be brought to a fenfe and acknow- 
ledement of his weaknefs ; true believers are fen- 
fible of it, and own it; and fuch knowing that 
there is a fufficiency of ftrength in Chrift for them, 
look and go to him for it ; to do otherwife, to 
attempt to do any thing in our own ftrength, be- 
trays our weaknefs, folly and vanity, arid is dan- 
gerous, attended with bad confequences, and never 
fucceeds well: the apoftle Peter is an inftance of 
this, Matt. xxvi. 33, 35, 70. 
of thy’ righteoufne/s, even of thine only; and that 
before the Lord himfelf: not his own righteouf- 


nefs, which he knew would not juftify him in his - 


fight, nor render him acceptable to him; nor fur- 
nifh out a plea or argument why he fhould receive 
any favour from him and therefore refolves not 
to mention it; “but the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
which is the righteoufnefs of God, which he ap- 
proves of, accepts, and imputes. This is a pure, 
perfect, and {fpotlefs righteoufnefs, which God is 


well pleafed with; honours his law, fatisfies his ~. 


juftice, and fo juftifies in his fight , and renders 
perfon and fervice acceptable to him ; and there- 
fore with great propriety, pleafure and boldnefs, 
may be mentioned unto him; as it fhould be to 
Chrift himfelf alfo; by afcribing it to him, as the 
author of it; by expreffing a defire to be found in, 
it; to have faith of intereft in it, and joy on ac- 
count of it; and by owning him openly and free- 
ly, as the Lord our righteoufnefs :-and we fhould 
make mention of it to,others, in praife of it 5 ex- 
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tolling it as the righteoufnefs of, God, and not a 
creature; and fo fufficient to juitify many, even all 
the feed of J/raels as the beft robe of righteoul- 
nefs, better than the beft of man’s, better than 
dam’s in innocence, or than the angels in hea- 
ven; as a law-honouring and juftice-fatisfying one, 
and as an everlafting one. And we fhould put our- 
{elves in mind of it, and, by repeated aéts of faith, 
put it on as our juttifying righteoufnefs ; fince much 
of our joy; peace and comfort, depend. upon it. 
And this, and this only, is to be made mention of ; 
it is only in the Lord: that there is. righteoufnefs : 
as there is-{alvation in him, and in no other ; fo 
there is righteoufnels in him, and in no other; 
wherefore. no other is to. be mentioned along with 
jt: juftification js not partly by Chrift’s righteouf- 

_ nefs, and partly. by our own; but only by his, and 
thro’ faith in it; fee Rom. ix. 32. 

y. 17. O God, thou aft taught me from my 
youth, &c.}| The corruption of human nature; 
the weaknefs and impotence of it, to. every thing 
that is fpiritually good; and.the need of continual 


ftrength and .grace fromeChrift, to go to him for | 


righteoufnefs and ftrength, life and falvation, and 
to Walk by faith on: him; the doétrine of juftifica- 
tion by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and the infuf- 
ficiency of his own; the will, ways, and worfhip 
of God; and all the duties of religion, prayer, 
praife, €?c. and whoever were the inftruments, or 
whatever were the means, of teaching David thefe 
things, he,afcribes to God. Whether. his parents, 
or the priefts and Levites, taught him the facrifices 
and ordinances of the law, it was the Lord that 
bleffed inftru€tions to him ;. and that taught him 
by providences and precepts, and by his holy Spi- 
rit. And a wonderful bleffing it is to be'taught of 
God, and not of men, things relating both to doc- 
trine and practice ; and it is an addition to it, to be 
taught thefe things early, as David was from his 
youth ; and therefore the Lord was fo foon the ob- 
ject of his faith and truft, y. 5. and, as Timothy, 
from a child, was acquainted with the holy {crip- 
tures, and the things contained in them, which are 
able to make wife unto falvation, J/a: xxix. 13. 
and liv. 13. 2 Tim. iii. 15. And hitherto have I de- 
clared thy wondrous works; not only of nature and 
providence, but of grace; the treafuring up of all 
grace, and the bleffings of it in Chrift; the work 
of redemption by him; the work of regeneration 
and converfion by his Spirit; and the perfeverance 
of the faints by his grace and ftrength; which are 
all wonderful and amazing. And as the pfalmift 
faw his intereft in thefe things, and had an expe- 
rience of them; he declared them to others for their 
encouragement, and to the glory of all the three 
Perfons; fee Pfal. xvi. 16. Mark v.19. 

y. 18. Now alfo when I am old and gray-beaded, 
O God, forfake me not, &c.] A repetition of his 
requeft, ¥ g. with a reafon annexed to it, fuggeft- 
ed in the following words: Until I bave fhewed thy 
ftrength unto this generation, or, thine arm* 5 
which fometimes defigns the Meffiah, J/a. liii. 1. 
who is the power of God, by whom he made the 
worlds, and in whom all things confift ,;. and who 
has wrought out the falvation of his people ; and is 
the arm_on which they Jean, and by which they are 
upheld. And the pfalmift may be thought to de- 
fire that he might be continued a little longer, and 
be favoured with the prefence of God, and the in- 
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fluences of his Spirit and grace; that he might fhew 
forth in prophecy, both by word and writing, to 
the men of the then. prefent age, more things con- 
cerning the perfon, office and grace of Chrift; his 
fufferings, death, refurrection from the dead, and 
feffion at the right hand.of God; things which are 
{fpoken of in the book of Pfalms. Sometimes the 
arm of the Lord denotes his power and ftrength, — 
Pal. xliv. 3. and fo it. may be taken here; and the 
next claufe feers to be an explanation of it: And 
thy power ; or even thy. power, to every one that is 
to come ; that is, to come into the world, that is to 
be born into it; namely, the power of God, not.. 
only in, creating all things out of nothing, and fup- 
porting what is made; but in the redemption of 
men; in the converfion of finners, and in the pre- 

| fervation of the faints, and in enabling them to hold 
on and out unto, the end: and which is fhewn forth 
by the pfalmift in what he has committed to writ- 
ing; and which continue, and will continue to the 
end of the world, for the inftruction of thofe that 
‘come into it ; fee P/a/, xxii. 31. 

| y. 19. Thy righteoufne/s alfo, O God, is very high, 
&c.J] Or, unto the place on bigh*; it reaches un- 
to heaven, as the mercy, truth and faithfulnels of 
God, are faid to do, P/al. xxxvi. 5. and’lvii. 10. 
Fhe righteoufnefs of Chrift is &ccepted of with God 
the Fathet in heaven ; it is in Chrift, who is thére 
at the right hand of God; and it is higher apd in- 
finitely above any righteoufnefs of a cfeature, an- | 


gel’s or man’s. Who haji done great things; in na-~. -~ 


ture, in forniing the world out of nothing, and in 
upholding all creatures in their beings ; in provi- 
dence, in governing the world, and ordering. all 
things. in it for the beft, and to anfwer the wifeft 
purpofes ;"in ‘grate, inthe falvation of loft finners 
by Chrift ; in the juftification of them by his righ-. 
teoufnefs ; and in the atonement and pardon of their 
fins, through his blood and facrifice; in the rege- 
neration of them by his grace; in making and per- 
forming exceeding great and precious promifes, and 
in giving them eternal life. O God, who is like un- 
tO thee? either for greatnefs or goodnefs; for power 
or for mercy ; for juftice, truth and faithfulnefs ; 
for the perfections of his nature, or the works of his 
hands; and to be praifed, reverenced and adored, as 
he is; fee P/al. Ixxxix. 6, 7. 
¥. 20. Thou which haft foewed me great and fore 
troubles, &c.) Or, made him to fee*; that is, to 
experience. David had his troubles, and thefe were 
great, both as to quantity and quality ; and very 
grievous and hard to be borne, and were very try-- 
ing ‘and afflictive : fome outward, fuch as he en- 
dured when perfecuted by Sau/; and afterwards in 
his own family, through the inceft of Amnon, the 
murder of him by Ab/alom, and Ab/alom’s rebellion 
again{t him; the curfes of Shimei, and the bicker« 
ings of the fons of Zeruiah; with many others: 
and fome inward, arifing from the corruptions of 
his heart, the hidings of God’s face, and the temp- 
tations of Satan. His experience of all which he 
afcribes, not to inftruments or fecond caufes, but 
to God himielf;, who had either laid them upon 
him, or fuffered them to befal him, for wife ends 
of his glory, and his fervant’s good, ‘There is in 
this claufe and the following, a keri and a cetib; 
according to the ceti, or writing in the text, it is, 
who haft foewed us; and fo the Targum renders it : 
but according to the keri in the margin, and the 
points, 
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points, it is as we read; fo it is in-the Septuagint 
and Oriental verfions, and both may be retained ; 
tor David's troubles, and thofe of other faints, are 
much the-fame- Shalt quicken me again; either 
raife -him from fo great a death of afflictions, in 
which he feemed to be as a dead man, both by 
himfelf and others, to a more comfortable and 
happy ftate and condition, in which he might live 
more free from vexation and trouble: ‘or, in a fpi- 
ritual fenfe, quicken him, being dead and lifelefs, 
‘in the exercife of grace, and difcharge of duty ; 
which is ufually done by, the word: and ordinances, 
and to purpofe, by the difcoveries of the love of 
God, which’excite grace, and animate to duty. 
And this-is God’s work, ‘and may be called a 
quickning again, in diftinétion from the firft quick- 
ning, when dead in trefpaffes and fins. And /halt 
bring me up again from the depths of the earth, ex- 
preflive of a very low eftate, either of body or 
mind, into which he had been brought; fee P/al. 
exxx, 1. and Ixxxviii. 6. Could the pfalm be un- 
derftood of Chrift, this and the preceding claufe 
might be applied to his refurrection from the dead ; 
fee Ephef. iv. 9. and to the refurre¢ction of the faints ; 
on which the faith of Chrift and his people is ex- 
ercifed. 

y. 21. Thou fhalt increafe my greatnefs, &c.] 
His temporal greatnefs, as he did, by crufhing the 
rebellion of his: fon; returning him to his palace 
and family; and*giving him reft from his enemies 
all around: and his fpiritual greatnefs, by favour- 
ing him with his prefence; by fhedding abroad his 
love in his heart; by enlarging his experience, in- 
creafing his faith, caufing his love to abound, and 
him to grow in every grace, and in the knowledge 
of Chrift. _ 4nd comfort me on every fide; by his 
‘ Spirit, word and ordinances ; by his truths and pro- 
mifes ;-with his rod and ftaff; and with mercy, 
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grace, and loving-kindnefs. The phrafé denotes = 


the abundance of comfort, which. fhould come 


as it were from every quarter, and encompafs him ‘ 


about. ' . 
¥.22. Twill alfo praife thee with the. pfaliery, © 
&c.] An inftrument of mufic; fee the note on 
Pfal. xxxiii. 2. hat 
is, his faithfulnefs in fulfilling his promifes, which 
is never fuffered to fail. Unto thee will I fing with 
the harp another inftrument of mufic; and both 
typical of the fpiritual melody in the heart, which 
believers make in praifing the Lord, when they 
fing the Lamb’s new fong ; fee Rev. xiv. 2,3. O 
thou boly One of Ifrael, the God of I/rael, that dwells 
among them, and fanctifies them; and who is effen- 
tially and perfectly holy in himfelf, and in all his, 
ways and.works; the remembrance of which occa- 
fions praife and thankfulnefs, P/al. xcvii. 12." 
¥. 23. My lips fhall greatly rejoice when I fing 
unto thee, &c.] Both with vocal and inftrumental 
mufic ; this is praifing the Lord with joyful lips, 
Pfal: \xiti. 5. And my foul, which thou halt redeem- 


ed; fignifying, that it would not be lip labour, or 


bodily fervice only that he fhould perform; but 
that his heart would go along with his lips in praifé ; 
and that under a fenfe of redeeming love, than 
which nothing can more ftrongly engage in fuch 
work, Pal. ciii. 1, 2,°3. “For the redemption 
of the foul is exceeding precious ; being the con- 
trivance of infinite wifdom, the fruit of divine 
grace, and owing to the ‘blood and facrifice of 
Chrift. © | ra 

¥. 24. My tongue alfo fhall talk of thy righteouf= 
nes all the day long, &c.| See the note ae y. 16. 
For they are confounded , his adverfaries, for whofe 
confufion he prayed, ¥. 13. For they are brought 


unto foame that feek my hurt ; as Abfalom and Abi- - 


thophel, being both brought to a fhameful end. 
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A pfalm for Solomon. 


HE title of this pfalm is by fome rendered, 

a pfalm of Solomon" ;as a plalm 1yI9 for 
David, is often rendered a@ plalm of David; and 
fo make Solomon to be the writer of ity to which 
the Targum inclines, which paraphrafes it, «* by 
«¢ the hand of Solomon, faid in prophecy.” But, 
though Solomon had a gift of divine poetry, as ap- 
pears by the Song of Songs, compofed by him; and 
the Thoufand and Five, he was the author of ; and 
perhaps wrote the 127th Pfalm: yet by the firft 
and laft-verfes of this pfalm, it may be concluded, 
it was not wrote by him, but by David; and very 
‘likely, at the clofe of his days, when he ordered So- 
lomon to be anointed king, and exprefied his fatis- 
faction in it; his prayers and wifhes then being 
ended with regard to that affair; fee 1 Kings xxxiv. 
48. And fo the title in the Syriac yerfion is, ‘* a 
‘*« pfalm of David, when he made Solomon king :” 
the fame Kimchi obferves ; it was written for him, 
and on his account: and it might be fent to him, 
_and delivered into his hands, to be laid up and kept 
by him, and be referred to for.his jufe at proper 
times. For.it may be rendered, as in the Arabic 
verfion, to Solomon; which adds, the fon of Da- 
vid: or elfe it may denote the fubject of the pfalm, 


and be read, concerning Solomon’, the Metfliah, the 


h mate? ipfius Selomoh, Vatablus; Salomonis, Cocceius, 


cion. 1,5. ¢ 9. 


antitypical Solomon ; who is often called by this 
name in the Song of Songs; fee Cant. iii. 7,9, 11. 
and viii. 11. Solomon being a'type of him in his 
wifdom and riches, and in the peaceablenefs and 
extent of his kingdom ; to which reference is had 
in this pfalm. But a greater than Solomon is here; 
that the Meffiah is the fubjeét of it is manifeft, 


from the largenefs of, his kingdom, it reaching'to ~ 


the ends of the earth; which was not true of So/o~ 
mon, ¥.8. and from the duration of it, it being as 
long as the fun and moon endure, y¥. 5, 7, 17. and 
from the abundance of peace and profperity in it, 
which equally laft, ¥. 3, 7. and from the fubjec- 
tion of kings and nations to him, even all of them, 
y¥.9, 10,11. and from the happinefs of his fub- 
jects; they having protection, deliverance, and fal- 
vation by him, and all fpiritual bleffings in him ;.. 
which fhews him to be the promifed feed, in whom 
all nations fhould be blefled, ¥. 2, 4,12, 13, 145 
16, 17. and from the honour, praife, glory and” 
bleffednefs, afcribed to him, y. 15, 17,18, 19. So 
Tertullian *, long ago, obferved, that this pfalm be- 
longs to Chrift, and not to Salamon. And that the ° 
Mefiiah is intended, many of the Jewifh writers, 
both ancient and modern, acknowledge ; as ap- 


pears from the Targum, Talmud, Midrajh, and o- - 


ther, 


. 4 De Salomone, Muis. 


Even thy truth, O my God; that 


k Adv. Mars 
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ther writings, which will be dbfrved i in the expo-. 


fition of it. | ‘Farchi, though he interprets it of So- 


lomon, yet owns, that their Rabbins expound the: 
whole pfalm of the Meffiah ? and Kimchi,.who ex~ 


plains it _hyperbolically. of Solomon, acknowledges: 
that in the proper and literal fenfe, it is to be un-. 
-derftood of the Meffiah; and.which is: the  fenfe 
given by his father, R. Fofepb Kimchi... Aben Ezra 
fays, this pfalm is either concerning Solomon, or 
concerning the Meffiah; but Abarbinel ! makes no 
doubt that it is faid concerning him. R. Obadiah 
fays, it is concerning the coming of the Meffiah 5 
and to this agrees the title in the Syriac véefiOns 
“anda prophecy concerning the coming of the Mef- 
“*fiah, and the calling of the Gentiles. ” 


¥.1. Give the king thy judgments, O God, &e.} 
A prayer of David, or of the church he perfonates, 
to God the Father concerning Chrift ; for he is /be, 
King meant; which is the fenfe of the old Jewifh 
fynagogue: the Targum is, ** give the conftitutions 
*<of thy judgments to the King Meffiah;”’ and fo 
their Midrafp™ interprets it. He is #be King, ‘by 
way of eniinetice, as in Pfal. xiv. 1. not only the 
King of the world, in right of creation and preferva- 
ane in conjunétion with his Father. having an 
equal right with him; but of faints, of the church 
and people of God, by the defignation and confti- 

tution of his Father ; hence he was promifed and 


prophefied of as a King, Fer; xxiil. 5, 6.° Ezek.” 


XXxVii. 24. Hofea iii. 5. Zech, ix. g. and he came 
into the world as*fuch, though his kingdom did 
not appear very manifeft in his ‘{tate of humiliation ; ; 
yet at his afcenfion it did, when he was made and 
declared Lord and Chrift; and it is for the mani- 
feftation of his kingdom, and the glory of it, the 
plalmift here prays. .For by judgments are meant, 
not the: ftatutes and Jaws of God, given him to be 
fhewn, explained unto and enforced on others, which 
rather belongs to his prophetic office, or as the rule 
of ‘his government 3 nor the judgments of God to 
be inflied upon wicked men, “which is only one 
part of his kingly office ; but of all. power in hea- 
ven and in earth, which was given him by his Fa- 
thér upon his refurrection, and about the time of his 
afcenfion, Matt. xxviii. 18. and is the fame with 
ail judgment committed by him to his Son, Fobn v. 
22. and which explains the claufe here, and is the 
reafon why it is expreffed in the plural number heres 
which takes in the whole of the power and autho- 
rity, the kingdom and the greatnefS of the king- 
dom, delivered to Chritt 5 and which chiefly lies in 
the government of the church, which is on his 
fhoulders, and is committed into his hands; exer- 
cifed in enacting laws, and delivering out ordi- 
nances, to be oblerved by the faints, and in the pro- 
tection and defence of them, and alfo includes his 
judgment of the world at the laft day, to which he 
is ordained and appointed by his Father, and will 
be managed and conducted by him. And thy righ- 
teoufnefs unto the Ring’s fon, who is the fame with 
the King, as archi well obferves; for only one fin- 
gle perfon is afterwards {poken of, and defi figns the 
Meifiah ; ; who, as a divine perfon, is the Son of 
the King of kings, the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, the true and proper Son of God ; and as man, 
the fon of David the king. And fo the Targum, 
«« and thy righteoufnefs to the Son of David the 
“*¢ king ;’? a known name of the Meffiah, Mast. 
I fs and XXii, 42. And by righteoufne/s is meant, 


1 Mafhmiah Jethuah, fol. 78. 2, 3. 
-rine verfion; fo Ain{fworth. 
gurine verfion, ? In Yalkut Simeconi, ut fupra. 
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not the efiential tighteoufnels of God; this Chritt. 
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has by nature equally with his divine Father, and 
is not given or communicated to him; but the ful- 
nefs af the graces of the Spirit, and ‘perfection of 
virtues, which he received without meafure ; where- 
by, as Mediator, he is abundantly qualified toyudge. 
with righteoufnefs, and reprove with equity ; and 
not as other judges do, after the fight of the eyes, 
or hearing of the ears; fee Ja. xi. 2, 3. Unlefs it 


can be. underftood of the everlafting righteoufnefs, 
which Chrift has wrought out, called his Father’s, - 


becaufe appointed in council and covenant, approv- 
ed of and accepted by him, and imputed to his peo- 
ple.’ To work out this righteoufnefs, was not only 
given to Chrift in covenant, but he was fent in the 
fulnefs of time to do it; and had a power given him 
as Mediator, to juftify many with it, Z/a. li, 11. 
and which may’ be here prayed for. ‘ferom, by the 
king’s fon, underftands fuch as are regenerated, and 
taken into the adoption of children 3 ; and to “fuch 


the righteoufnefs of Géd is given. This is a truth, 


but not the fenfe of the text. 

¥.2. He fhall judge thy people with righteoufne/s, 
&c.] Or, fo fhall be judge; or, that be may judge”, 
as the Syriac and Arabic verfions ; having the judg- 
ments and righteoufnefs of God given hina he will 
be thereby qualified to judge the people of God ; 
fuch as are fo, not by crearion, but by fpecial grace ; 


his chofen and covenant-people, the redeemed and. 


purchafed people of God; and who in effectual vo- 
cation. appear to be fo, and are made his willing 
people. Thefe Chrift judges, rules and governs, 
protects and defends, in a righteous manner; pleads 
their caufe, vindicates their right, and avenges them 
on their enemies, as well as juftifies them with his 
own righteoufnels. - And thy poor with judgment 3 

juftice and equity. Such who are literally poor, and 
are the Lord’s poor, whom he has chofen, and 
makes rich in. faith, and heirs of a kingdom ; and 
with whom Chrift, when here on earth, was chiefly 
concerned, and now is; and not with the great men 
and rulers of the earth: or fuch who are poor in 
fpirit, fenfible of their fpiritual poverty ; that find 
themfelves hungry and thirfty, and deftitute of righ- 
teoufnefs, and without money, or any, thing to pro- 
cure either. Or, thine afflifted ones®; fuch as are 


diftreffed_ in body or mind,* with refpect to things 


temporal or {piritual; opprefied by ‘fin, Satan, 
and the world. “Thefe Chrift regards, and admi- 
nifters, juftice to in his own time and way; fee 
Ifa. xi. 4. 
y¥. 3. The mountains fhall jae peace to the peo- 
ple, &c.] The people of God, as before. * ‘Kimchi 
and Ben Melech interpret this of the nations, and 
kings of the nations, comparable to mountains and 
hills, as-in Micah vi. 1, 2. that fhould make peace 
with //rael in the days of Solomon, and in the days 
of the King Mefliah. Farchi, of the abundance of 
fruit the mountains and hills fhould bring forth; fo 
that there would be no contention among men‘ a- 
bout gathering it; but every one would invite his 
neighbour to partake thereof, according to Zech. iii, 
10. and fo the Midrafh’. 
of the inhabitants of the mountains ; and may be 
applied to the churches of Chrift, comparable to 
the mountains for their firmneis and ftability, J/a. 
ii. 2. and xi, 9. and xxv. 6, and to the abundance 
of peace, holinefs and righteoufnefs, that fhould be 
found in them in the times of Chrift ; or to the mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, whofe feet are beautiful upon 
the 
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the mountains, publifhing peace and falvation by 
Chrift, J/z. lii. 7. And the little bills by righteouf- 
nefs ; that is, fhall bring peace, by or with righ- 
teoufnels, the rightéoufnefs of Chrift; the effect of 
which is fpiritual peace and joy, Rom. v. 1. and 
xiv. 17, | 

¥.4. He fhall judge the poor of the people, &c.] 
Of the people of God, whether among Jews or 
Gentiles ; fee the note on ¥.2. He /hall fave the 
children of the needy, whofe parents being needy, 
they are fo too, in a {piritual fenfe, and in diftreffed 
circumftances. Such Chrift faves from their fins ; 
from the curfes and condemnation of the law; from 
wrath to come, and out of the hands of all their 
enemies. And Jball break in pieces the oppreffor s 
the tyrant Satan, the god of this world; that has 
ufurped a power over it; who works in the chil- 
dren of difobedience, and leads captive the people 
of God in their unregenerate- ftate : the calumnia- 
tor, as fome render the word; the accufer of the 
brethren: ¢h¢ defrauder *, as others; who beguiled 
our firft parents, and deceives mankind. Now it 
was foretold of Chrift, that he fhould break his 
head; and he was manifefted in the flefh to deftroy 
his works, and him himfelf; and he has broke him 
and all his fchemes in pieces, and fpoiled all his 
principalities and powers. The Syriac verfion reads 
tyrants or oppreffors, in the plural number ; and it 
may include the Jews, -who were the perfecutors 
and oppreffors of the firft Chriftians ; and Rome, 
pagan and papal; Antichrift, and all the anti- 
chriftian ftates, which have been, or will be broken 
to pieces by Chrift; who will rule them with a rod 
of iron, and break them in pieces as a potter’s vef- 
fel, Rev. ii. 27. and xii. 5. and xix. 15. 

¥. 5. They fhall fear thee, &c.| The King Mef- 
fiah, the judge of the poor, and the deftroyer of 
the oppreffor: either the tyrants and oppreffors 
themfelves fhall fear him, and fuch who have been 
aiding and affifting to them; fee Rev. xi. 11, 13. 
or rather the people of God, the poor of the people, 
and children of the needy, judged and faved by 
Chrift ; who fhall fear the Lord, both internally 
and externally, in the exercife of grace, and in the 
performance of religious worfhip ; in all the parts 
of it, which are both included in the fear of the 
Lord; of which there will be many inftances, both 
among, Jews and Gentiles, in the latter day; fee 
Hofea il. 5. Ifa. \x. v. Rev. xv. 4, ard this they 
thall'do, 4s long as the fun and moon endure, through- 
out all generations , or, with the fun, and before the 
moon, generation of generations * ; that is,to the end 
of the world, till fun and moon fhall be no more: 
fo long will Chrift have a feed to ferve him ; fee 
Pfal. \xxxix. 36, 37. 

¥. 6. He fhall come down like rain upon.the mowen 
grafs, &c,} That is, the King and King’s Son, the 
Meffiah, whofe coming is compared to rain and 
fhowers of it; fee Hofea vi. 3. and may be under- 
{todd of his incarnation; when, like rain, he came 
down from heaven ; not by an illapfe of the human. 
nature, which before was not in him; nor by local 
motion of his divine perfon, with which that will 
not agree ; but by affumption of human nature in- 
to union with him, as the Son of God; which was 
an inftance of his condefcending grace: like rain, 
he had no father as man; fee Fob xxxviil. 28. but 
was born of a virgin, through the power of the ho- 
ly Ghott ; which was very marvellous, like the dew 


4 PWiy calumniatorem, Pagninus, Tigurine verfion, Vatabl 
Eth. Syr, Arab, Apollinarius, Vatablus, & Cocceius. 
dentes gramina lanigere pecudes, Lucret. 1. 2. 
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that fell on Gideon’s fleece, when the earth about it 
was dry; which fome think is here referred to. The 
word ufed fignifies alfo a fhorn fleece of wool ; and 
fo it is rendered by the Septuagint, and thofe ver- 
fions which follow that: or, foorn grafi, thorn by 
locufts, as the Zargum; rather by fheep, who, as. 
by claffical writers *, are faid to fheer the grafs by 
biting it. Or,.like rain upon the fleece‘; and as the 
rain. is the gift of God to perfons undeferving, in 
confequence of a decree, Fob xxviii. 26, fometimes. 
comes fuddenly, and is very grateful and refrefh- 


ing; fo Chrift is the-free gift of God to finners, 


and by a decree of his; and his coming was fud- 
denly, into his temple, and was welcome to them. 
that looked for him; as he ftill is to all fenfible fin- 


ners. Or this may be interpreted of the coming of - 


Chrift into the hearts of his people, by the com- 


munications of his Spirit-and grace, which, like — 


rain, came down from heaven ; are dependent on 
the will of God, are free grace-gifts, and given in 
abundance; and, like rain, refrefh, revive and make 
fruitful. Or elfe this may be applied to the admi- 


niftration of Chrift’s offices; as his prophetic office, — 


his gofpel and doétrine being from heaven, like 
rain, and.falling by divine direétion, fometimes in 
one place, and fometimes in another; and like it 
in its effects, foftening, quickning and fructifying ; 
and more efpecially it may-refpect the adminiftra- 
tion of his kingly office, fince he is in the context 
fpoken of as a King and Judge, and that in the lat- 
ter day; whofe adminiftrations, though juft and 
righteous, yet not cruel and fevere, but mild and 
gentle ; his commands are not grievous, nor his 
yoke heavy; though he will rule the wicked with a 
rod of iron, he holds forth the fceptre of grace and 
mercy to his own people; and when his kingdom 
fhall come in all its glory, it will be times refrefh- 
ing from the prefence of the Lord ; and his favour 
will be as the cloud of the latter rain; fee Afs iii. 


19,21. Prov. xvi. 15.. As fhowers that water the 


earth; fignifying the fame: The word ®75} is on- 
ly in this place, and is ufed in the Ta/mud *, in the 
plural number, for drops of water; and this fenfe 
of fhowers dropping on the earth, is given by the 
Targum. Kimchi derives it from ®9% which, in the 
Syriac language, fignifies to cut; and thinks the 
phrafe is the fame with the former, as fhowers on 
the cut grafs of the earth”. But perhaps the word 
rather defigns the {ciflures and gaps of the earth 
through drought ; and the fenfe is, that Chrift’s 
coming is like fhowers of rain upon the dry and 
parched ground, which are very acceptable to 
It. 


y¥. 7. In his days fall the righteous flourifp, &c.J, 


As the grafs of the field, ¥. 16, the dews and rain 
of grace déefcending upon them; and as a branch, 
Prov, xi. 28. They being branches in Chrift the 
vine, flourifh and bring forth fruit ; and as the 
palm-tree, P/al. xcii, 12. which the more it is prefs- 
ed with weights, the more it grows ; fo they, the 
more they are afflicted, as the //raelites, the more 
they grow in grace and experience, and become 


fruitful in every good word and work; which is 


owing to their being planted in a good foil, in the 


Pf xxii. ¥.4—7- 


houfe and courts of the Lord, where the word is. _- 


preached, and ordinances adminiftered; to their — 


being rooted and grounded in the love of God and 
grace of Chrift; to their being watered continually 
with the dews of divine favour ; enjoying the bright 
—_fhining 


® Sic 


~ 
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fhining of the fun of righteoufnefs, and the refreth- 
ing gales of the divine Spirit, like the fouth wind 
upon them, caufing their {pices to flow out. The 
Targum is, ‘¢ in his days the righteous fhall be mul- 
*¢ tiplied ;” when the forces and fulnefs of the Gen- 
tiles fhall be brought in, and the nation of the Jews 
fhall be born at once: in the latter days of the Mef- 
fiah, all the Lord’s people fhall be righteous; and 
none but righteous perfons fhall dwell in the new 
heavens and earth, J/a. 1x. 21. 2 Pet. iii. 13. This 
is to be underftood not of perfons outwardly righ- 
teous only; nor that are ie in their own conceit 5 
nor that feek for righteoufnefs by the works of the 
Jaw, or depend on an external profeffion of reli- 
gion ; for fuch never flourifh, nor grow in grace, 
who have no grace to grow in: but of fuch that 
are juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, have 
faith in him, and the feed of grace implanted in 
them, This is interpreted of the Meffiah, by a 
Jewith writer * ; who obferves, that in his days the 
priefthood fhall return, and the rod of Aaron fhall 
flourith. dnd abundance of peace, fo long as the 
moon endureth, alluding, no doubt, to the name of 
Solomon, which fignifies peace; and to that peace 
and profperity which were enjoyed under his reign, 


and was a fhadow of what would be in the times of | 


Chrift : univerfal peace, in a temporal fenfe, was in 
the times of 4ugu/tus, in which Chrift was born, ahd 
in whofe ‘reign the temple of Fanus was fhut, a 
fure fign of peace ”. Spiritual peace was made with 
. God by his blood, and all things were reconciled 
by him, whether in heaven or in earth; Jew and 
Gentile were made both one, and reeonciled in one 
body ; and abundance of fpiritual peace: is enjoyed 
by thofe that believe in Chrift: they are kept in 
perfect peace, and~filled with it; and in the latter 
day there will be abundance of peace among the 
faints. There will be no jars nor difcord among 
them; no envying nor vexing one another ; no a- 
nimofities or contentions about religious matters ; 
for they will then fee eye to eye: and they will be 
. at peace with the men of the world ;' there will be 
- mo more wars in the earth, nor bloodfhed, nor per- 
fecution. And this fhall endure till there is no moon, 
till there fhall be no need of one ; as there will not 
in the new Ferufalem-ftate, in which there will be 
no night. Pens 
‘y. 8. He jhall have dominion alfo from fea to fea, 
é&c.} The fame is faid of the Meffiah in Zech. ix, 
10. where he is manifeftly fpoken of.as here, and 
regards the extent of his dominion ; not: over ‘the 
Jand of J/rael only, as fome think ; but over the 
Gentile world, through the preaching of the gofpel 
in the feveral parts of it ; and efpecially as it will be 
in the latter day, when the-kingdoms of this world 
will be his, and he will be king over all the earth ; 
fee Rev. x. 15. Zech. xiv. 9. which cannot agree with 
Solomon, whofe dominion reached only to the land of 
the Philiftines, to the border of Egypt, 1 Kingsiv. 21. 
but Chrift’s dominion will be, as it follows, ‘Axd 
from the river unto the ends of the earth ; which, as 
Kimchi owns, is clear, if applied to the Mefiiah, fince 


his government fhall be overall the world. The note | 
of dben Ezra on the text is worthy of regard. <* If. 


«« this is faid conterning Solomon, the meaning is, 


*¢ from the Red-fea to the fea of the Philiftines 5 and 


<< from the river, this is Euphrates ; and the ends of 
* the earth meanthe wildernefs ; (fee Exod. xxiii. 31.) 
" * and lo, mention is made of the length and breadth 


* Baal Hatturim ia'Num, fol. 169. 3. 
de Cefar. c. 1. 


Ain Num. fol. 178. 4. R. Nachman. Difput. cum fratre Paalo, p: 41. 


Vou. IIL. N° 24. 


769 


* of the land of J/rael: and if of the Meffiah, the 
“¢ fenfe is, from the fouth-fea, which is called the J- 
<¢ dumean fea, to the northern fea, which is the fea 
*¢ of the ocean; and from the river, the river that 
*- goes out of Eden at the beginning of the eaft, 
*¢ unto the ends of the earth, which is at the end 
“¢ of the weft,” though rather the fenfe is, from 
the Jndian ocean, the great fea, unto the Mediter- 
ranean fea ; and from the river Euphrates to the end 
of the world. This text-is applied to the Meffiah 

by many Jewifh writers *, ancient and modern, 
¥. 9. They that dwell in the wildernefs hall bow 
before bim, 8c.) In tokeri of fubjeGtion to him, 
reverence and worfhip of him, to whom every knee 
fhall bow, J/a.xlv. 23. The Septuagint verfion, 
and others, render the word tp»»y Ethiopians, who 
dwell in a dry land, parched. and burnt with the 
fun ; and fo it is a prophecy of their converfion to 
Chrift, as in P/al. IRviii, 31. and Ixxxvii. 4. of 
which there is an inftance, 47s viii. 27. the word 
is ufed of the wild beafts of the field, in J/ai. xiii. 
21. to which wicked men,, for the malignity of 
their nature, may be compared; as they are to the 
wild afs, to. lions, leopards and bears; and yet 
thefeare fo tamed by the power of divine grace as 
ta be made fubject to Chrift. Kimchi explains it 
as we do, of the inhabitants of the wildernefs ; and 
fo the word is rendered in P/al; Ixxiv, 14. J/a. xxiii. 
13. and inftances in the Kedarenes ; and jt may in 
particular defign chofe that dwell in the defarts of * 
Arabia; and in general the Gentiles, the wildernefs 
of the people, who in gofpel times fhould be brought 
to the knowledge of Chrift, and fubmiffion to him: 
and it fitly defcribes the people of God in an unre- 
generate {tate ; when they are as barren andunfruit- 
ful as the'dry and parched greund, and as the heath 
in the wildernefs ; are in want of provifion, and 
have nothing but hufks to feed upon; in perplex- 
ity of ways, and know not which to take, or whi- 
ther they are going; and in very dangerous circum- 
ftances, deftruction and mifery being in all their 
ways: in this wildernefs-ftate the Lord finds them, 
as he did J/rael of old, and leads them about, and 
brings them to Chrift; when they fubmit to him 
as a Saviour, being willing to be: faved by him, 
and him only,: and. to his righteoufnefs, as their 
juttifying-righteoufnefs before God, and to the 
iceptre of his kingdom, to’his laws and commands, 
to his gofpel, and the ordinances of it; all which 
they-do not by conftraint, but willingly. The Tar- 
gum and Farchi interpret it, the one of governors 
of provinces ;.the other of companies of princes, 
The Syriac verfion is, the ifles/ball bow before:bim ; 
the inhabitants of the iflands :. but this is exprefled 
in the following verfe: Aben Ezra thinks matters 
of fhips are meant. And his enemies fhall lick the 
duff; of the earth; which is an inftance of their 
great fubjection to him ; fee J/a, xlix. 23. Mic. vii. 
17. the allufion is to the cuftom of the eaftern peo- 
ple, and’ which continues. to this day with the 
Turks, that as foon as an ambaffador fees the Sul- 
‘tan, whether at the window, or elfewhere, he im- 
mediately falls down on his knees, and kiffes the 
ground*. The Jews particularly are the enemies 
of Chrift, wha rejected him, and would not have 
him to reign over them ; and yet fome of thefe be- 
came obedient to the faith of Chrift, and more of 
them, even the whole nation will in the latter day : 
all that are Chrift’s are, before converfion, ene- 
. mies 
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mies to him, to his people, to his gofpel and or- 
dinances, to him as a King, and to all his laws and 
commands; but when his arrows are fharp in their 
hearts, they fall under him, and fubmit to him 5 
throw off the yoke of fin, Satan, and the world, 
and own him, and obey him as their King and law- 
iver. 

: ¥. 10. The kings of Tarfifh and of the ifles fhall 
bring prefents, 8c.) Tarfoifo either fignifies the 
fea, as it is fometimes rendered in the Targum 5 
and then the fenfé is, the kings of the fea, that is, 
‘of the iflands of the fea, as it follows, fhall. be fub- 
ject to the kingdom of Chrift; and, as a token of 
it, bring prefents to him, as the Moabites and Sy- 
rians did to David, and as feveral nations and kings 
did to Solomon, 2 Sam. viii. 2. 1 Kings iv. 21. or 
it defigns a large country inhabited by the Celre °, 
‘and fo is diftiné& from the iflands; and then the 
fenfé is, that kings, both of the continent, and of 
the iflands of the fea, fhall do homage to the Mef- 
fiah. And the kings of Sheba and Seba fhall offer 
gifts; the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Ethiopic, and 
Arabie verfions render it, the kings of the Arabians 
and Saba, and fo Apollinarius, the Arabians and 
Sabeans, thefe being places in Arabia Felix and 
Petrea®: this will be fulfilled when the kings of 
the earth fhall bring their honour and glory into the 
new ferufalem, Rev. xxi. 24. “This, and the pre- 
eeding verfe, are interpreted of the Meffiah by the 
ancient Jews“; who fay °, that all the gifts that 
Jacob their father gave to Lfau, the nations of the 
world fhall return them to the King Meffiah in 
time to come, according to the fenfe of thefe 
words; where it is not written they fhall bring ; 
but 9a9w? £ they fhall return prefents. 

"  y. ut. Yeas all kings fhall fall down before him, 
&c. | Or worfhip him ; not with a civil, but re- 
ligious worfhip ; for fuch worfhip is due to Chrift, 
he being God equal with 'the Father, and ‘fo to be 
equally honoured; the Creator of all things, the 
‘Redeemer of his people, head and Lord. of the 

. church, and whom the angels adore; every part 
of worfhip is to be given him; internal, which lies 
in the exercife of faith, hope, love, fear, &ve. and 
external, which confifts of prayer to him, praife of 
him, preaching in his name, and. the adminiftra- 
tion of ordinances; and this worfhip is to be per- 
formed in the fame manner as to the Father, in 
fpirit and in truth, in’ righteoufnefs .and: holinefs, 
with reverence and godly fear, ‘This is to be un- 
derftood, either literally of the kings of the earth, 
and which will have its full accomplifhment in the 
latter day 5 fee J/a. xlix. 23. and Ix. 3,11, 16. or 
myftically of fuch who are made kings unto God 
the Father -by Chrift; who reign fpiritually now, 
through the power of divine grace in their hearts ; 
have the honour, riches, and attendance of kings, 
and a crown and kingdom prepared for them; and 
fhall ‘reign with Chrift on ‘earth, though under 
him, at whofe feet they caft their crowns : all this 
fhews the dignity of Chrift’s perfon and office; that 


he is the prince of the kings of the earth, the firft 


born of God, whom he has made higher than they, 
and King of kings, and Lord ‘of lords’; whofe 
princes, and all whofe fubjects are altogether kings, 
This paffage is allowed to belong to the Meffiah, 
both by ancient and modern Jews*; and indeed it 
never was true of Solomon, nor of any other. A/l na- 
tions /hall ferve him, which will be in the latter day 5 
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fee Ifa. ii. 2. Rev. xi. 15. and xv. 4, the Jews 


fay", that in the world to come, or the times of 


the Meffiah, all the Gentiles fhall be voluntary 


profelytes. . 
y. 12, 


eth, &c.) Such as are not only in want, but are 


fenfible of it, fee their need of Chrift and his righ- | 


teoufnefs, and falvation by him, and cry to him 
for the fame, under a fenfe of their mifery and 
danger ; thele he delivers out of all their troubles, 
and out of the hands of all their enemies, and fup- 
plies all their need. Tbe poor alfo, the poor in 
fpirit; who acknowledge their fpiritual poverty, 
and apply to him for the true riches; to thefe he 
gives gold tried in the fire, that they may be rich 5 
he gives them grace here, and glory hereafter. And 
him that hath no belper; that is in an helplefs con- 
dition; can neither help himfelf, nor can any crea- 
ture, angel, or man, give him any help: but this 
being laid on Chrift, and found in him, is given to 
him, whereby he is delivered out of a miferable 
{tate into a very comfortable and happy one; and 
fuch humane, kind, and tender regard to thie needy, 
poor, and helplefs, in this great King fpoken of, is 
what engages to a chearful fubjection to him, and 
worfhip and reverence of him; more of which is 
exprefied in the following verfes, as the reafon of 
the gteat efteem he fhould be had in, = re 
¥. 13. He fhall fpare the poor and needy, 8&c.J 
Pity them, have mercy and compaffion on them, 
and fympathize with them; futh an one is Chrift, 
a merciful King, as well as high-prieft, who is 
touched with a feeling of his people’s infirmities, 
and who‘in his love and pity has redeemed them. 
And foall fave the fouls of the needy ; not to the ex- 
clufion of their bodies, which are alfo his care and 
charge, are bought with his blood, are preferved 
by him, will be raifed from the dead, and made 
like his glorious body ; but fouls are mentioned as 
being the moft excellent part of man, and which 
having finned, are liable to damnation and the fe- 
cond death; and are therefore the {pecial objects of 
redemption and. falvation; thefe are faved by him 
from all their fins, and from wrath to come they 
deferve ; hence his name is called Jefus, a Sa- 
viour. 
y¥. 14. He fhall redeem their foul from deceit and 
violence, &c.] From all the fecret and open de- 
figns and efforts of their enemies 5 from deceit, and 
deceitfulnefs of fin and its lufts, fo as that they thall 
not be finally hardened and deftroyed by it; from 
the deceitfulnefs of the old ferpent the devil, and 
all his cunning wiles and ftratagems; and from 
falfe teachers, who lie im wait to deceive, and who 
would, if poffible, deceive the very elect, but 
fhall not : and from violence ; from the violent and 


For be foall deliver the needy when be cri- 


tyrannical power of fin, fo as that it fhall not have . 


the dominion over them ; from the rage and fury 
of the men of the world, which is overcome by 
him; and from Satan, the {trong man armed, who 
is ftronger than they ; from him, the devouring li- 
on, who will mot be able to fnatch them out of 
Chrift’s hands. And precious fhall their blood be in 
his fight; fo that he either prevents the fhedding 


of it, or when fhed, avenges it; and dear are 
fuch perfons to him and very acceptable is the 


facrifice of their lives for his fake, who have the 
honour to fuffer martyrdom for him; fee P/al, 
CXVie 156 ' 


’ . y. 15. 
4 Zohar in Gen! fol.7t.1. | * hit 
§ Redire facient, vel reddant, Muis. in 
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15. And be foall live, &c.] Either the poor | cellencies ; becaufe of redemption and falvation by 
and needy man, faved and redeemed by Chrift;| him; and on account of the various bleffings of 
he, though dead in trefpaffes and fins, fhall live | grace, and the daily fupplies of it he receives from 
{piritually, be quickened together with Chrift, and | him. 
by his Spirit, and live a life of faith and holinefs;| y¥. 16. There fhall be, an handful of corn, &c.} 
and though dead in law, yet, through the righte- | By which are not meant the people of Chrift, coms 
oufnefs ot Chrift, fhall have the juttification of life, | pared to corn, or wheat, in diftinétion from hy- 
and live in the fight of God ; and fo fhall live com- | pocrites, faid to be as chaff, Matih. ii. 12. who 
fortably by faith in Chrift, being filled with joy and | are but few, yet fruitful and flourifhing ; nor the 
peace in believing in him ;, and though he may lofe | gofpel, fo called in oppofition to the chaff of falfe 
his life for Chrift’s fake, he fhall find it again, and | doctrine, Yer. xxiii. 28. nor the bleflings of grace, 
live eternally with him: or the Meffiah, the Sa- | fignified by corn, wine, and oil, Fer. xxxi. 12. 
viour and Redeemer of the poor and needy ; who, | but Chrift, who compares himfelf to a cornof ° 
though he was to die, and by his precious blood | wheat, Yobn xii..24. for its choicenefs and purity, 
redeem them; yet fhould live again, and never die | and for its ufefulnefs for food; and he may be 
more ; as he now does live at the right hand of | compared to an handful of it, becaufe of the little 
God, where he ever lives to make interceffion for | account he was made of here on earth, and the 
his people, as well as lives in their hearts, and fup- | little that was expected from him; and on account 
. Plies them with all grace, and keeps alive his own | of the {mall beginnings of his kingdom, which 
work on their fouls. And to bim (hall be given of | came not with obfervation, was like a little ftone 
the gold of Sheba; or Arabia, as Apollinarius; ei- | cut out of the mountain without hands, and likea 
ther to the poor and needy, to whom is given | grain of muftard-feed : fo R. Obadiah Gaon™ inter- 
faith, which is more precious than gold that | prets thefe words, « an bandful of corn; that is, the 
perifheth; or the knowledge of Chrift, which | ‘* Meffiah fhall be at firft as an handful of corn; 
is preferable to gold and filver; and of the doc-‘| ** but afterwards a multitude of difciples fhall grow 
-trines of the gofpel, which are of more value than | ‘* as the grafs.”’ .J# the earth; that is, fown in 
thoufands of gold and filver; alfo the juftifying | the earth: this denotes not Chrift’s being on the 
. tighteoufnefs of Chrift, which is the free gift, and | earth in the days of his flefh; but his death and 
is called clothing of wrought gold, and is fignified | burial, his defcending into the lower parts of the 
by gold of Ophir, Pfal. xlv. 9, 13, moreover, this | earth; where he continued. a while to anfwer the 
may include.all the riches of Chrift, his durable | type of Yonah; and which is reprefented by a corn 
and unfearchable riches; his riches of grace and | of wheat falling into the earth and dying, Zobn 
glory, which he beftows upon his fubjeéts ; fo | xii. 24. by which is fignified, that Chrift’s death 
that the poor and needy-are not only faved and re- | was not accidental, but defigned, as is the fowing 
deemed, and live through him ; but are maderich | of corn in’ the earth; and that it was voluntary, 
by him, become rich.in faith, and heirs of a king- | and not forced, and was but for a time: for as the 
dom : or to the Mefliah, who had gold prefented | corn dies, and lives again, and does not lie always | 
to him in his infancy, Ma/th. ii. 11. though rather | under the clods ; fo Chrift rofe again; nor could 
it is to be underftood fpiritually of the exercife of | he be held with the.cords of death. . It is added, 
faith upon him, and every other grace, which isas | Upon the top of the mountains; where corn being, 
gold tried in the fire; and which, as it comes from | fown, it is very unlikely it fhould come to any 
Chrift, it is. given to him again. A truly gracious | thing; and as little was expected by the Jews from 
foul gives Chrift the beft ic has: it gives him | the crucifixion and death of Chrift: or elfe this 
its whole felf, body, and foul, its heart and affec- | may denote the publicknefs of Chrift’s death, it 
tions, and all its grace, and the glory of all. Pray- | being a fact known to all the inhabitants of Feru- 
er alfo fhall be made for bint continually , or be fhall | falem, and many others. The fruit thereof shall . 
pray for him‘; that is, either Chrift fhall pray for | /aake like Lebanon; meaning either a Jarge number 
the poor and needy man; not only fave and re- | of fouls converted, the fruit of Chrift’s death, and 
deem, but make interceffion for him, as Chrift | of the gofpel-miniftry ; of whom there was a large 
does for all he redeems: he prays\for them, that | harveft, both in Zudea and in the Gentile world, in 
they may be enriched with all the bleffings of grace; | the firft times of the gofpel, immediately after 
that the gold he gives them may. be kept; that | Chrift’s death and refurrection ; and there will be 
their faith fail not; that they may be preferved | ftill a greater in the latter day: or elfe the bleffings 
from the evil of the world, and be with him, where | of grace are meant, which come by the death and 
he is to behold his glory: or the poor and needy | refurreétion of Chrift ; as righteoufnefs, peace, par- 
fhall pray for Chrift, for the profperity ‘of his | don, and eternal life, The allufion is to a field of 
church, for the increafe of his intereft, and the com- | wheat when ripe, and its ears heavy, which, when 
ing of his kingdom : or prayer hall be made by | the wind blows upon it, is fhaken, ruftles, and 
him; or through him continually* , as the Mediator | makes a noife*, like the fhaking of trees, and even 
between God and man, the way of accefs to God, | of the cedars.in Lebanon ; it denotes. the goodnefs 
through: whom petitions are offered to-himy and | and excellency of the fruit. dnd they of the city 
become acceptable with him. And daily fhall he | fhall flourifh like grafs of the earth; or they fhall 
be praifed ; or daily fhall be blefs him’, either | flourifh out of the city? which the Targum inter- 
Chrift fhall daily blefs the poor and needy, with | prets of the city of Feru/alem. and fo the Talmud”, 
fpiritual bleffings, as he ftands in need of them, | and alfo Farchi ; and was literally true; for the 
and even load him with his benefits: or he fhall | gofpel, after Chrift’s death, was firft preached in 
blefs Chrift, afcribe blefling, honour, praife, and | the city of Ferufalem, and was bleffed for the con- 
glory to him; becaufe of his perfections and ex- | verfion of many there, who were fruitful in grace 
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and good works: it may very well be underftood’| he was fo before his refurreétion from the dead, 


of all the citizens of Sion; fuch who are fellow- 
citizens with the faints, and of the houfhold of 
God, who being planted in the houfe of the Lord, 
flourifh in the court of our God, and become very 
fruitful in every good word and work; and flourifh 
like grafs of the earth for numbers, for quicknefs 
of growth, and for verdure and beauty ; all which 
is owing to their being rooted in Chrift, to his com- 
ing down upon them as rain, y. 6. to the dews of 
his grace, and to his arifing upon them as the fun 
of righteoufnefs. The ancient Jews interpreted 
this paffage of the Meffiah: ¢ as the firft Redeem- 
« er, they fay %, caufed manna to defcend, as it is 
“ faid, Exod. xvi. 4. fo the latter Redeemer fhall 
«¢ caufe manna to defcend, as it is faid, there /hall 
* bean handful of corn in the earth.” ‘farchifays 
our Rabbins interpret this of the dainties in the 
days of the Meffiah, and the whole pfalm concern- 
ing the King Meffiah. 

y.17. His name fhall endure for ever, &c.] As 
a King; for he is chiefly fpoken of here in his 
kingly office: not merely the fame of him ; for fo 
the fame of an earthly king, even of a tyrant, may 
continue as long as the world does; but the mean- 
ing is, that he himfelf fhould continue in his of- 
fice for ever : his throne is for ever and ever; of his 
government there will be no end; his kingdom is 
an everlafting one; he fhall reign over the houfe of 
Jacob, and on the throne of David, for ever and 
ever: he fhall have no fucceffor in this his office, 
any more than in the prieftly office ; which is an 
unchangeable one, or does not pafs from one to 
another: his gofpel is his name, és ix. 15. and 
that fhall endure for ever, or to- the end of the 
world; until all his ele¢t are gathered in, notwith- 
ftanding the violent perfecutions of men, the cun- 
ning craft of falfe teachers, and the death of gofpel- 
minifters and profeffors : as long as this is preach- 
ed, Chrift’s name will endure, fince he is the fum 
and fubftance of it; and not only is his name, 
perpetuated in his gofpel ; but alfo in his ordinan- 
ces, thofe of baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, which 
are adminiftred in his name, and. will be unto his 
fecond coming. //is name hall be continued as long 
as the fun; or fail be fonned or filiated' , that is, 
fhall be continued in his fons, in his fpiritual off- 
fpring, as long as the fun lafts; as the names of 
parents are continued in their children; fo the 
name of Chrift is, and will be continued in him: 
he has children which the Lord has given him, a 
feed that he fhall fee in all periods of time, to whom 
he ftands in the relation of the everlafting Father ; 
thefe bear his name, are called Chri/lians from him, 
and thefe his feed and offspring fhall endure for 
ever: for though fometimes their number may be 
few; yet there are always fome in the worft of 
times ; Chrift has always had fome to bear his 
name, and ever will have; and in the latter day 
they will be very numerous, even as the fand of 
the fea. The Jews take the word Yinnon, here 
ufed, for a name of the Meffiah*, and render the 
words, before the fun bis name was Yinnon;, and fo 
the Targum, ** before the fun was, or was created, 
*« (as in the king’s Bible) his name was prepared ,” 
or appointed ; for they fay ‘, the name of the Mef- 
fiatt was one of the feven things created before 
the world was: it is certain that Chrift was the Son 
of God, 'from eternity, or the eternal Son of God: 


. 4 Midrath Kohelet, fol. 63. 2. 


fol.98.2. Midrath Echa Rabbati, fol. 50.2. Pirke Eliezer, c. 32. fol. 33. 2. 
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rim, fol. 39.2. Berefhit Rabba, f 1. fol. 1. 2. 
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r P93? filiabitur, Montanas, Vatablus, Michaelis. ; s T. Bab 


when he was only declared, and did not then be- 


‘come the Son of God: he was owned by his divine 
Father, and believed in as the Son of God by men, F 


before that time : he was fo before his incarnation, 


and not by that: he, the Son of God, was fent in Ke 


human nature, and made manifeft in it, and was. 
known by David and Solomon, under that rela- 
tion; and, as fuch, he was concerned in the creation 
of all things; and was in the day of eternity, and 
from all eternity, the only begotten Son of the Fa- 
ther; fee Pfal. ii. 7. but the verfion and fenfe 
which Gujfetius* gives feem beft of all; bis name. 
hall generate, or beget children before the fun; that 
is, his name preached, as the gofpel, which is his 
name, ffs ix. 15. fhall be the means of begetting 
many fons and daughters openly and publickly, in 
the face of the fun, and wherever that is, Agd 
men fhall be bleffed in bim, men, and not angels, 
finful men; fuch as are by nature children of wrath, 
and. curfed by the law of works, yet blefled in 
Chrift; even all ele€t men, all that are chofen in 
him, whether Jews or Gentiles ; for he is the feed” 
of Abraham, in whom all the nations of the earth 


foould be bleffed, Gen. xxii. 18. as they are ‘sn 


fpiritual bleffings; with redemption, peace, pard 


righteoufnefs, and eternal life / they are in him, and ~ 


bleffed in him; he is their head and reprefentative, 
and fo bleffed in him; he is the fountain, caufe, 
author and giver of all bleffings; they all come 
from him, through him, and for his fake, through 
his blood, righteoufnefs and facrifice. Or, they 
Joall be bleffed in him; that is, his children and 
fpiritual offspring, in whom his name is perpe- 
tuated. Or, they fhall ble/s themfelves in him”; 
reckon themfelves bleffed in him, and make their 
boaft of him; and glory in him. / nations /hall 
call him bleffed; as he is a divine perfon; not 
only the Son of the bleffed,; but God over all, 
bleffed for ever; and as man, being fet at the 
right hand of God, crowned with glory and ho- 
nour, and all creatures, angels and men, fubjeét ta 
him ; and as Mediator, acknowledging him to be 
the fountain of all bleffednefs to them, and, upon 
that account, afcribing all bleffing, honour, glory, - 
and praife unto him. 

y. 18. Bleffed be the Lord God, &c.] The Mef= 
fiah, who is truly and properly God, Febovah, Lord 
of all, and the Lord our righteoufnefs ; to whom 
fuch a doxology or afcription of glory and bleffing 
properly belongs, fince all good things are from 
him, and by him. The God of I/rael; that brought 
Tfrael out of Egypt ; went before them in the Wil. 
dernefs ; redeemed and faved them, and bore and 
carried them all the days of old; and in whom all 
the true J/rael of God are juftified, and fhall be 
faved with an everlafting falvation. Wo only doth 
wondrous things; in the creation of all things out 
of nothing ; in the government of the world; and 
in the redemption and falvation of his people 
which is a very marvellous thing: as that God 
fhould become man, fuffer and die in the room of 
men, and-fave them from fin and ruin; this won- 
drous thing Chrift has done alone, and there was 
none with him. fo ia tal 

¥.19. And bleffed be bis glorious name for eVErs 
&c.] Every name of Chrift is glorious in it 
and precious to his people; like ointment pour 
forth, as his name Meffiah, to which the a 
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is in Cant.i. 3. His name 
Febovah our righteoufnefs, Jefus a Savi 3 well 
as what belongs to his royal dignity, King of kings, 
and Lord of Jords; a‘name above every name that 
is named in this world, or that to e. And let 
the whole earth be filled withbis glory; as it will be, 
when his kingdom fhall be from fea to fea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth; when the 
little ftone cut out without hands, fhall a a 
gteat mountain, and fill the whole earth ; when the 
gofpel fhall be fpread all over the world; and the 
earth be filled with the knowledge of Chrift, by 
means of it, as the waters cover the fea; and when 
all nations fhall come and worfhip before him. 
”~ Amen, and Amen; which word added, is expreffive 
of the defires of the pfalmift, that all that he had 
_ faid might come to pafs ; and of his faith, that fo 
_ it would be: and it is repeated, to fhew the ve- 
hemence of his defires, and the ftrength of his 
faith. . 
y¥. 20. The prayers of David the fon of Feffe are 
ended. The Septuagint verfion renders it, the 
_ hymns. . This pfalm is thought by fome to be the 
Jaft that was written by David, though put in this 
Aras ; and it is certain, that the pfalms are not al- 

4 


ys placed in the order of time in which they were 
‘ written: this being, as is fuppofed, made by him 
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| in his old age, when Solomon his fon was appointed 
and fet upon his throne by his order; on account 
_of which he compofed it, with a view to the Mef- 
fiah, the antitype of Solomon, Or, as others, this 
is the laft of the pfalms, which were put together 
and digefted in order by David himfelf; the reft 
that follow being colleéted by Hezekiah or the Le- 
vites, Aben Ezra mentions it as the fenfe of fome 
of their interpreters, ‘‘ then fhall be fulfilled the 
r prafs of the fon of Feffe;’’ that is, as R. Fo- 
Jeph Kimchi 
completed, then the prayers of David the fon of 
Feffe thall be fulfilled. The fenfe is, when all the 
things fpoken of in this pfalm, concerning the Mef- 
fiah and his kingdom, fhould be accomplithed ; 
then the prayers of David, and fo of every good 
man, his hearty wifhes and defires, will then be an- 
fwered, and have their full effect, and not till then. 
This verfe feems to be written not by David, for 
the pfalm itfelf ends with Amen and Amen; but by 
fome collector of the Pfalms : it is not in the 4ra- 
bic verfion, in the room of which is Hallelujah; 
and in the Syriac verfion it is, the end of the fecond 
book. ‘The firft book of Pfalms ends with the 4: ft 
Pfalm. The whole is divided into five parts by the 
Jews; obferved by Origen * and Hilarius ’, and 
others. 


gphains it, when thofe confolations are 
he 
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1. 46. r. between the day and the night. P. 519. ¢. 1.1. 39. 
r. that writer. P. 536, c. 1.1. 25. r. forrows for fin. P.612. 
c. 1.1.17, m than any other. P. 642. c. z. 1. 41. put the fe. 
micolon after ##; and i of ere, r. none but Chrift.  P. 
730. ¢.1. 1. 25. r. in arrows. P. 741. c.1. lg, rlife. P, 
751. ¢.1. 1.17. ©. his popes. P. 763. c.z. L. gz. re, the Tar- 
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4 The Caufe of Goda Truth, Part I. 
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tion, Original Sin, Efficacious Gate in Conver on, where the divine Name is recorded, encouraged.” 


and the final Perfeverance the Saints, ° | 

6. Part lil. A fotation of ‘the Argu- 
ments taken from Reafon againithofe Doétrines: 

Je PartlV. The Judgment of the ancient 
Chriftian Church; cr the Senfe of the Chriftian Wri- 
‘ters of the firft four Centuries concerning them : 
Wherein are alfo confidered, the Teftirmonies in fa- 
vour of the univerfal Scheme produced by Limborch, 
Gerhard Voffius,.M, Daille, Dr. Whitby, and ethers 

8. A Vindication of the Caufe of God and Truth. 
Part IV. relating to the Senfe of the ancient Chrif- 
tian Writers about fome Things in controverfy with 
the Arminians, from the Cavils, Calumnies, and 
Defamations of Mr Henry Heywood, &&e. 

g. The Doctrine of the Trinity ftated andwindi- 
cated. % 

10. The Doétrine of the Refurreétion ftated and 
defended. 

11. The Doétrine of Juftification by the Righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, ftated and maintained. 

12. The Doétrine of God’s everlafting Love to 
his Elect, and their eternalkUnion with Chrift; to- 
gether with fome otherT ths, ftated and defended, 
againft Dr. Taylor. 

13. The Doétrine of the Saints final Perfeverance, 
winnie and vindicated. 
. The Doétrine of Predeftination ftated, and 
ie id a Scripture Light, againft Mr. Wefley. 

15. The Doétrine of Grace clearedfrom the Charge 
of Licentioufnefs. 

16. Truth defended: Being an Anfwer to an 
anonymous Pamphlet, intitled, Some Doétrines on 
the Supralapfarian Scheme eaiviacd: 

17. The Prophecies of the Old Teftament ref pect- 
ing the Meffiah confidered and proved to be literally 
fulfilled’ in Jefus ; containing an Anfwer to the Au-- 
thor of The Scheme of Literal Prophecy, &e. 

18. Levi’sUrim and Thummim found withChrift. 
. ‘Lwo annual Difcourfes on the Duty of Prayer 


Md Si 1g, of Pfalms. 

20, The ‘Duty of a Paftor to his People, a Sermon 
at the Ordination of George Braithwaite, M.A 

21. The Fulnefs of the Mediator, aSermon preach-_ 
ed to the Society that fupport the Lecture in Devon-— 
fhire Square. 

22,Chrilt the Saviour from the Tempetty a Sern» 
mon in Commemoration Of the great Storm. “~ 

23. An Effay.on the Original of Funeral Sermons,, , 

Orations and Odes. 

24.'The moral Natureand Bichiefe of Phinigs con- 


fidered, - octafioned by fomre Paffagesi in’ aSe erimon ¢ of | 
the Rev. Dr, 'Chandler’s.. », . 
25. An Anfwer, tor-the gham . Dialogue-. | 


writer upon the Divinity of Chritt, ” Eleétion, Origi= 


nal Sin, Free-will, lrrefiftibleG 
teoufnels, Perfeverance and B. 
26. An Anfwer to the 
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37. The Agreement of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment.” 

38. TheiNeslet of feriaes Prayer complained of, 

39. The ancient Mode of Baptizing by eI 
maintained-and vindicated. 1s 


- 40. A Defence of the above Vindication of th thel 
cient Mode of Baptizing. DIG Bi . 
41. The'divine Right of Infant-Baptifin 


and difproved. 

42. Fhe Argument féiit Apoftolick Tradition in 
favour of Infant-Baptifm, with others ina Pamphlet 
called The Baptifm of Infants a reafonable Service, 
&¥c, confidered ; and alfo an Anfwer toa Welfh Cler- 
gyman’s twenty Arguments: To which are added, 
The Diffenter’s Reafons for feparating from the 
Church of England ; occafioned by the faid Writer. 

43. Antipcedo-Baptifm: or, Infant-Baptifm an 
Innovation. 
fence of Infant-Baptifm in point of Antiquity. 

44. A Reply to Mr. Clarke’s Defence << the di- 
vine Right of Infant-Baptifm. 

45. The Law in the Hand of Chrift. Sermon 
at Broad-Mead in Briftol. 

46. The Glory of God’s Grace difplayed in its 
abounding over the Aboundings of Sin. A Funeral 
Sermon for Mr. John Smith. 

47. Job’s Creed, or Confeffion of Faith. A Fu- 
neral Sermon for the Rev. Mr. Edward Wallin. 

48. The Head of the Serpent bruifed by the Seed 
of the Woman, A‘Funeral Sermon for Mrs, Mar~ 
tha Gifford. 

49. A Funeral Sermon on the Death of Eliz.Gill. 

50. A Funeral Sermon on the Death of Mrs.Mary 
Fall. 


In anfwer to Poedo-Baptifm; or, aDe-— 
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51. A Funeral Sermon on the Death of Mrs. 


Ann Brine. 

» 62. A Funeral Sermon on the Death of Mr, Ed- 
Fear Ludlow. 

53. A Funeral Sermon on the Death of the Ber 
Mr. Samuel Wilfon. 

54. A Funeral Sermon on the Death of Benjamin 
Seward Efq; 

55. Chrift the Ranfom found. A Sermon on the 
Death of Mr John Davenport. 

56. The mutual Gain of Chrift and Chriftians in 
their Life and Death, . fs 
thé Rev. Jofeph Stennetr D 

57.. The, Superior , Hap inefs of Ht: 
Dead, A Sermnon, on Happinetof of 
James Falbios 4.2 .9.¢¢14 sala 
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5m -The Work ota Goll Minit 
atthe Ordination ‘Gf feveral Mint 


60. The Doétrine of the Cherubith opened 
explained, in a Sermon preached at the Ordinati 
the Rev, Mr. John Davis, at Waltham- Abbey. ‘ee 
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